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to THE HEADER. 


^ the year 1836, this Work, aititled a “ Guidr’ to Family Devotion,” was finit presented to the British Public. Since 

that period Fifty Editions, of a Thousand Copies each, have been published and purchased, besides several Editions in 
the United States of America. In both countries the demand and sale continue unabated. We now enter on the publication 
of another Edition, under the peculiar smiles of a gracious Providence. 

Suffer me to refer fur a little to the nature of this undertaking, which, as far as my knowledge extends, was never 
attempted before in any previous period of the history of the Christian Church. The appearance and success of this Work 
have stimulated others to make a similar effort; and may the Holy Spirit most abundantly crown all their labtours with 
his richest blessing. 

All must acknowledge that an undertaking of this description was peculiarly difficult, solemn, and important; requiring 
no ordinary effort, and calling for the exercise of constant dependence ou the Holy Spirit, as the Spirit of grace and 
supplication. Divine aid was earnestly supplicated, and was most mercifully granted ; and certainly the preparation of this 
Work, chiefly composed during the tranquillity of the morning hour, and before the usual avocations of the day, has proved 
to me the most agreeable exercise that has ever employed my time and thoughts dm-ing the past period of my life. Though 
the undertaking was formidable, yet by humble dependence on Divine Grace I was encouraged to advance, and under the 
smiles of Heaven to bring the Work to its completion. “ What shall I render to the Lord for all his benefits toward me ? 
I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord.” What reason had 1 to say, when looking on the great 
object of preparing materials of devotion for the morning and evening of three hundred and sixty-five days, " Who is 
sufficient for these things? ” I wish to be thankful ; my sufficiency has been of God. 

The imperfections of the Work are numerous. May God forgive them I And may the devout and pious reader treat 
them with gentleness and candour ! Amid all the marks of human weakness, I believe there is nothing introduced at 
variance with sound doctrine— the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

This Work is not tfcc/ariaw. It acknowledges no party except one; namely, the universal Church of the living God— 
that church which is one body, of which Christ is the Divine and exalted Head. 

1 am earnestly concerned that a proper use may be made of this " Guide to Family Devotion.” I think that those who 
have yet'^mquired the attainment of extemporaneous prayer in their family, are fully warranted to read the Prayers this 
conijiihs till they acquire that gift. 0 let them be read deliberately, distinctly, and reverently 1 If I may so speak, 
f is the holy music of prayer.” The Prayers may be useful to those who pray extempore. If they read the 

•ifj writteWraycr previous to Family Worship, it may be a mean of furnishing a variety of petitions, which they can clothe iu 
their own language. Above all, may the use of these devotional services be accompanied with the unction from the Holy 
One! 

In the Selections of Scripture 1 have carefully studied to preserve the sense and scope of the inspired writers. 

In former editions, the Reflections were generally those of the late Rev. John Brown, of Haddington. In this edition 
the whole of the Reflections are the production of my own pen, after earnest supplication to the Divine Spirit for his 
gracious aid. 

The unexpected and extensive circulation of this Work, in Great Britain and Ireland, in our Colonies, and in the 
United States of America, and also the numerous instances in which God has graciously condescended to render this Work 
savingly useful, call forth the most unfeigned and the warmest expressions of the thankfulness of my heart. 

Under God, I feel much indebted to the public generally, but more particularly to the friends in my own congregation, 
who have come forward so numerously and so promptly as Subscribers to this Work. On this occasion it would be an act of 
nnkindness not to acknowledge the encouragement afforded by my respected Publisher, Mr. George Virtue, who very readily 
fell in with my views, and w;ho, at great expense and some hazard, enabled me to present this legacy to my countiy and the 
Church of Christ. 

I am your affectionate welLwishcr in the bonds of Christian love. 




ALEXANDER FLETCHJSR. 
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Without holding the theory of Mr. Ruckle, that events are so concatenated that the last one of them is not only moulded 
but necessitated by all those which have preceded it, we feel it to be matter of daily experience that the career of a 
son is often dictated or coloured by the vocation and character of his father. The mind of a child is moulded by an 
immense variety of influences, singly, perhaps of little power, but united and in daily operation, of prodigious and 
incalculable force. Slowly, softly, silently, does this work go on, like the life of a plant in early spring. No eye 
is keen enough to detect it in actual growth, but it is not diiflcult to mark its progress. The elements of assimilation 
are ever quietly add unconsciously putting forth their strength. The daily converse suggested or shaped by the daily 
occupation — the allusions to it, or images so naturally taken from it — its visible aspects and impressions on 'parental 
habit and life, with the domestic atmosphere in which a boy thus moves and has his being — these all for years, and as far 
bock as memory reaches, hove been busy in giving bias to his mind and form to his prospects. Such familiar associations 
felt in childhood and youth often determine the young man to walk in his father’s steps, to assume his business or follow 
his profession. There are many exceptions and not a few contrasts, originating in varieties of mental or moral 
temperament ; but the process we have so briefly described is a familiar one in the families of .merchants, physicians, 
and lawyers. And it often shows itself in clerical households in which, for many reasons, tho fatherly precedent has 
special sway, and the excellent education, illustrated by a pure and benign example, fosters an early liking for tho sacred 
office. While there are scores of instances unknown to fame, we might refer to the Sherlocks, the Btillingfleets, 
the Lowths, tho Conybeares, and Scotts, of the English Church ; and tho Owens, Henrys, Halls, Claytons, Bulls, 
Vaughans, and Spurgeons in the ranks of Nonconformity. In Dr. Fletcher’s native country there are tho Forbeses, 
prelates, both father and son, the Cooks, Hills, Lawsons, Heughs, Browns, Gilflllans, and M'Cries, names that have passed 
through more than one generation. May we not add, that in the families of Christ’s servants the succession of the son 
to tl^ylbther in graces, gifts, and office, may bo often taken as a proof of the Divine entail which the prophet thus 
describes : — “ As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the Lord ; My Spirit that is upon thee, and my words 
which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of tho mouth of thy seed, nor out of tho moutb 
of thy seed’s seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and forever.” (Isa. lix. 21.) 

Tho subject of tho present memoir may be added to these lists. William Fletcher, his father, was born in 1727, and 
was baptised by the famous Boston of Ettrick. Ilis ancestry had been shephords for generations, either in Liddesdale, 
or among the vales and hills of that beautiful country — “ Yarrow braes and Ettrick shaws,” immortalised by Scott and 
Wordsworth. The parish of Ettrick hod then for its minister the author of tho “ Fourfold State,” a volume dear to so many 
old Scottish hearts, for its solid theology and quaint illustrations, its homely and pointed appeals, its holy unction, and 
tho occasional grandeur of its thoughts and descriptions. Tho mother of William Fletcher was a Laidlaw, and a kinswoman of 
the mother of Hogg, “ the Ettrick Shepherd.” Wo do not know very much about tho earlier years of William Fletcher, save 
that ho was, to a great extent, self-taught ; that the earnings of his youthful industry wore devoted to his college education ; 
that he was nigh the ripe age of forty when he began to study theology, and that at tho time of his license to preach, 
ho was residing in Dalkeith as a schoolmaster, with a wife and a family of five sons and a daughter. This domestic 
condition gives us a little glimpse into those privations which must have been borne bravely during his struggles for 
self-advancement. He must have been often brought face to face with wants which nothing but his own ceaseless toil could 
relieve, and have been drilled into the best of lessons, self-reliance under the Divine blessing. On being licensed at tho 
termination of his theological studies, which had begun under Professor Swanston of Kinross, and been finished under 
Mr. Brown of Haddington, it bec^e his duty to preach in the vacant churches of the religious body to which ho belonged. 
Asid in those days of narrow, wretched roads, imtraversed by stage-coaches or similar means of public conveyance, a horse 
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was a necessary part of a young licentiate’s equipage. The people of Dalkeith, in gratitude for his services as a teacher 
among them, made him the present of a pony to ctu-ry him through his probationary career. During a lengthened 
evangelistic circuit in the North his wife died, and he returned to find his house shut up, and his children dispersed 
among relatives and friends. In 1772, he was ordained minister of the Secession Church at Bridge of Teith, in succession 
to the Kev. David Telfer, who had been sent out to America us the first missionary from the Associate Synod. Bridge of Teith 
is a rui-al spot in the vale of Menteith, of great quietness gnd beauty, having for its ^srsstem bQundary these lofty mountains 
that guard the Trossachs and embosom Loch Katrine. His ministry was long, unchequered, and useful. His life and 
doctrine were of apostolic purity and simplicity ; conscientious and unbending in all his opinions, he had the spirit and 
nerve of a martyr. Ho was blessed with such an unprecedented amount of health and vigour, that his pastorate lasted 
fortv-threo years, and his life was prolonged to nearly ninety. Nay, ho was nevet absent from his pulpit a single Sabbath 
on the plea of ill health, and he preached to his people on the Sabbath before his death. Amidst the excitement produced 
by the first American and French revolutions, ho was a firm and ardent supporter of the throne and government, and 
published a Tractate, named “ The Scripture Loyalist, containing a Vindication of Obedience to the Present British 
Government in Things Lawful.” The title is somewhat ambiguous, and the limitation “ in things lawful ” is provocative 
of question and discussion ; but like so many at the trying time, he was so terrified at French anarchy, that ho recoiled into 
conservatism, argued that a good subject of King Jesus must be a good suljject of King George; condemned all change 
as tending to revolution and infidelity, and held that the British constitution ought to command support from its being 
the palladium of liberty and Protestantism. The patriarch had a cordial dread and detestation of Popery. In 1814, on the 
entrance of the allied armies into Paris, he was “sore distressed” at tlic probable increase of the papal power which tho 
Bourbon restoration would bring along with it. He spared not his words on this sulgect when occasion served, and barbed his 
denunciations with scripture epithets. An officer from the garrison at Stirling had happened to call at tho manse, and the 
conversation naturally turned on the leading news and events of the day. Mr. Fletcher freely expressed his doubts and fears 
connected with the great European crisis, and uttered some dark suspicions about the Pope. “ The Pope,” said the polite 
military visitor, in his blandest tones, “ is a fine old gentleman, and, after all, is a good sort of a man.” “A good sort of 
man !” answered tho aged pastor— “ a good sort of man ! ” exclaimed he, in a yet higher key of amazement, “ why, sir, he is 
the ‘ son of perdition ! ' — the < son of perdition !’ sir ; first negatively, because he leads others to ruin, and— and, secondly, 
because ho is going to ruin himself,” &c. &c. . 

The circumstances of old Mr. Fletcher’s death were peculiar. A Bible Society had been formed in Stirling, and the first 
committee meeting was appointed for the first Tuesday of April, 1815. The good man was anxious to be present, and had 
been carried in a cart to Stirling on tho previous day. But fatigue and cold brought on fever, and he died on the Thursday 
of the sumo week. He was simple as a child, and very benevolent and unworldly. He used, on going out, t6 ask his 
wife the precise value of any piece of silver money above a shilling, for he would give it away to a beggar as readily 
as a penny. Sometimes he did not know his own children in the street — “ What’s your name, my pretty child?* I’m 
your Euphie,” was the quick and amazed reply. With great sternness of principle fje had great tenderness of heart He 
was made up of integrity and kindness. While, according to his views, he would have doomed heresy to death, yet he would 
have wept and prayed to save the heretic from' his fate. Everywhere was he respected and loved ; denominational jealousy 
was disarmed by his apostolic character. His soul was in that work which had been so greatly prolonged from year 
to year. The world was under his feet, and it gave him no anxieties. “ Children,” would he say, “ all that I can leave 
vou is a woe bit o’ ground, in the new kirkyard of Doune.” In short. Goldsmith’s sketch in the “ Deserted Village” 
would, with the exception of some features of locality, apply to him : — 

Kcar yonder copso, 'whoro onpe tho gardon smllod^ 

And atill where many u garden flower grows wild, 

Hero, where a few torn ahruhs tho place disclose, 

The village preacher's modest mamion rose* 

A ’nan ho was to the country doi^r, 

And parsing rich, with forty poun4s a year.’* 

In tlje second year of his ministry, or in 1774, Mr. Fletcher married Jean Gilfillan, who was bom at Stirling in 1762, 
and baptised by Ebenezer Erskine, one of the founders of the Secession. She had been rcsiiiing for a few years in Dunblgne 
with her brother Michael, who had been ordained over the Secession congregation there. He was a man of great singleness ot 
heart, a divine of no common attainments especially in systematic theology, and an earnest and accepfeble preacher. Mrs. 
Fletcher was a woman “ one among a thousand.” She was the mother of fourteen children, six sons and eight daughters, 
one of whom stiM remains, the last of the family. The children by both marriages wore no less than twenty ; and Ae 
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brought up aad educated such as were spared her on a very scanty income, considerably under £100 a year. So frugal had 
been her ways^ and so motherly had she been in her forethought, that, by the time her boys were ready for college, 
she had saved up £200 to defl-ay the expenses of their residence and education in a university town. Like her great 
prototype in the Book of Proverbs, She sought wool and flax, and worked willingly with her hands. She laid her 
hands to the spindle, and her hands held the distaff." At that period, when cotton had not come into so general use, 
she manufactured linen thread, and ‘‘ delivered it unto the merchant.” Her needle, too, was not idle, for she made dresses 
for families in the neighbourhood, and old women were in the habit of coming down all tlie way from Bob Boy’s country 
to get their red cloaks stitched by her nimble hands. She looked well to the ways of her household, and did not 
eat the bread of idleness. Her children rose up and called her blessed, and the heart of her husband did safely trust 
in her.” Among the “manir daughters’' who have done ‘“virtuously*’ she holds a high place. The activity of Martha 
was united in her to the devoutness of Mary, and her death-bed was a scene of holy triumph and raptnre. Mrs. Fletcher 
predeceased her husband by a fewmontlis; having died 12t.h August, 1814. Her eldest daughter was married to the 
Rev. John Brown of Whitburn (son of the flrsl. John Brown of Haddington), father of the greater Dr. John Brown of 
Edinburgh and grandfather of the author of '•* Horm Subsecivre,” and of the humorous and touching popular paper, 
“ Rab and his Friends." The fifteenth child Of his father and ninth of his mother was Alexander, whoso life we are 
about to sketeb, and who, like so many good men, owed much to the tenderness, wisdom, economyj and prayers of a 
Christian mother. 

Alexander Fletcher was born in the manse or parsonage of Bridge of Teith, on the 8th of April, 1787. He received 
the rudiments of his education at home and at the village school of Donne. The genial influence of his mother nursed 
him in early piety; and, indeed, the training of the family seems to have devolved to a great extent on her. She taught 
him the feat of the Lord, and gave his mind a strong bias against juvenile profanity and deceit. On a fine summer’s 
day, as he was playing with a few fellows, one of them, on being irritated, began to swear. Alexfindet was shocked 
to tears, but he had no authority to exert against the offender. Still he tried what ho could, and that sincerely. “ Oh 1 ’ 
said he, “ diuna swear I I’ll gie yo a bawbee if ye dinna swear ony mair. It’s a’ I hae, but I’ll gie it to you if ye’ll no’ 
swear." This -early maternal training moulded him through life, and was, in trutli, a deeper learning by far than that 
of the schools. When little more than a child, he was sent to Stirling to study classics, under Dr. Doig, the most learned 
of schoolmasters, one of tire first scholars of his day, and author of the article “ Pliilology," in the third edition of the 
“ Encycloprodia Britannica.’’ Alexander does not seem to have been precocious in any sense, but he made very gratifying 
progress in all his studies. The circumstances of his father’s house, with so many children and provisions at a famine 
price, must Imve been very straitened ; for, to adopt the standard of value and comparison so current in Scotland, and 
so characteristic of the principal food of children, oatmeal was selling at 3s. a peck. “ The hnlesomo parritch, chief of 
Scotia’s food," was the common diet in such a dwelling ; but the price wa,8 about three times the average amount It 
was necessary, therefore, to equip the young Fletchers for work at an unnaturally early age. Alexander, like Samhcl, 
had been dedicated to the ministry by his pious mother ; she had “ lent him to the Lord,’’ and in the strength of her 
vow, had BO wondrCusly economised to secure his education. His uncle, Mr, Gilflllan, of Dunblane, no sooner heard 
of the intention to educate Alexander for the Church, than he took staff in hand and hastened to Bridge of Teith to 
remonstrate on the folly of the step. “ Jean,” said he, warmly, to his sister, ns ho sagely shook his head, “ Jean; it will 
never do to put that boy to college, he wants parts for a minister ; send him to be a manufacturer.” But Mrs. Fletcher’s 
long-cherished purpose Was not to be baulked by the abrupt discouragement and severe Judgment of her brother, who, 
probably; in her opinion, was not able, as a bachelor, to judge kindly of the talents and promise of one so young as his 
nephew. The result was, that in 1798, Alexander was sent to Glasgow College at the Unripe age of eleveb yedrs, with his 
brother Robert and an elder sister to take charge of them. The journey was on foot, and, according to tradition, the 
kind and considerate mother filled both pockets of each of the boys with a bursting load of provisions, and gave them 
charge that \lrhen they came to a certain well they were to fall on one of the stores, and when they arrived at‘ a certain 
streani they ware to rest and devour the other. Dr. Fletcher was wont to tell that the impatience of youthful voracity 
anticipated the stages se marked out to them, and left them hungry indeed during the last hoars of their tiwel. How 
he prospered in his ourrlctilam we do not precisely know, but he passed through it at least with credit. , 

The University session lasts only about six months; and, as is eommon in Scotland, the young student severed him- 
self from his fatnily ttttd mother with bitter tears, and employed the first recess in teaching at the village of Latbones, In 
Fife. In this kttttibW sphere his love to instruct the young in Sabbath classes began, as if by instinct, to display itself. 
Sabbath schools were bat recently instituted; and not without some opposition. The student-teacher was in the habit of 
addressing his pupils it length, uncOtteoiously laying the foundation of his future feme as the prince of preachers to the 



MEMOIR. 


yoiing. But his undo Michael had heard of his daring^ innovation. A boy-preacher was, as he thought, out of all rule and 
precedent ; and he solemnly remonstrated with his parents on the intolerable scandal and danger of their son’s proceedings. 
After the completion of his college studies, Alexander Fletcher entered the Divinity-hall, which, under the care of 
Dr. Lawson, met at Selkirk. Professor Lawson was.a man of primitive manners and extraordinary erudition. Gifted with 
a most wonderful memory, ho possessed at the same time uncommon shrewdness and penetration. His profound wisdom 
often clothed itself in utterances so quaint and pithy ns to obtain the currency of proverbs. His expositions of Scripture 
arc characterised by their sage and suggestive lessons ; and his style is remarkable for its simplicity and purity. Ho 
endeared himself to his students by his homely dignity and cordial familiarity with them. Dr. Fletcher often referred to 
tlie sessions or terms spent at Selkirk, and to the memories of a spot so rich in beautiful scenery, and so hallowed by 
tlie early associations and friendships of fellow-students whose paths lay so far apart in after-life. Mon^ and public 
conveyances being scarce in those days, many of the students footed it from various parts to Selkirk ; and the pedestrian 
pilgrimage abounded, as it was sure to do, in youthful hilarity and incident,— the topics of many a pleasant converse after 
their locks were silvered, and the quiet evening of life was settling down around them. 

Alexander Fletcher’s brother Robert was his fellow-student, and the recesses during their theological course were 
usually spent at Dunblane with their uncle. Tlie young nephews were subjected to the strictest surveillance in their daily 
studies. Little indulgence was granted them. Every day had its task to be conscientiously done, a doctrine to bo studied, 
or a book to bo mastered, or a discourse to bo sketched out. No day-dreaming was tolerated ; no wandering was 
permitted by the green banks of the Allan, no lounging under the shadows of the Cathedral, or amidst the ruins of the 
grand old baronial castle of Doune. The rigid rule was further fortified from violation by the old man clothing his nephews 
during their working hours with huge cast-off garments of his own, the size and singularity of which would have made the 
students objects of universal merriment had they chosen at any time to escape from their monkish book-closets to the 
streets or fields. But this enforced seclusion and labour, often unwillingly submitted to at the time, was of great advantage. 
It gave Alexander leisure for orderly thought and mental discipline. Archbishop Leighton, “ the good,” had bequeathed 
a theological library to his episcopal city of Dunblane, and when episcopacy fell, the collection passed from dean 
and chapter to synodical superintendence. Its great dusty tomes afforded an inexhaustible supply for reading and 
examination. Dr. Fletcher often referred to this regime, and used to describe some of the amusing features of its self- 
defeating sternness j but always ended by extolling his venerable uncle’s austere tutorship, and the lasting good which ho 
had derived from it, esjtccially in the sphere of systematic theology, the favourite study of the age. Ho learned to look at 
doctrine in its connection and bearings, for every truth like each star in a constellation shines and is shone upon ; so that 
in his preaching he was enabled “rightly to divide the word of truth 5” not urging — as is too often done — one truth to 
such an undue extreme that it bordered on error, or so isolating it as to ignore others of equal value. It must not, how- 
ever, be supposed tliat Mr. Gilfillan was a man of a hard or saturnine nature. On the contrary, he was genial and good- 
hearted, ready to do any good work, and he was adored by the people of the place. During the years of dearth at the end of 
the last century, ho generously advanced what little money he had or inherited for supplies of Indian corn, and to a great 
extent saved the parish from starvation. At a later period he originated a savings-bank, and so supported and encouraged 
the enrolment of volunteers, that very much by his exertions and addresses no less than two companies were raised and 
disciplined in Dunblane and neighbourhood. But ho thought that firm and systematic work was the l)e8t way of curbing 
exuberance of spirits and checking any disposition to spend precious time in desultory reading or fruitless mental reveries. 
Mr. Gilfillan was himself a divine of good standing. He might have been chosen Professor of Theology ; but to defeat his 
own election he ingeniously secured certain votes for Dr. Lawson. By request of the Synod, in 1788, he drew up a 
“ Warning against Socinianism,” in rejdy to Dr. McGill, of Ayr, who, in his “ Practical Essay on the Death of Christ,” 
had advanced opinions on the Redeemer’s person and work wholly at variance with tha doctrines of the Church of which he 
was a minister. 

Before his theological studies were completed, there being a scanty supply of preachers, the Presbytpiy invited Mr. 
Fletcher to come lorwai-d and deliver the usual trial sermons preparatory to license. But he declined, stating, in a letter to 
the Court, of date 2l8t December, 1805, that his “ reasons for declining were his extreme youth (being only about eighteen;, 
and the little facilities ho had for study, and his deshe to devote some attention to the study of composition.” Next year, 
however, his course of study having expired, he was licensed in due form, 23rd December,' 1806. His first public appear- 
ance was in his uncle’s pulpit; his text being Heb. ii. 3-p“How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?” Whilo 
resident with his uncle he had not been idle : his heart was already in the instruction of the young on Sabbath evenings ; and 
twice a week he had taught a Psalmody class. The people were deeply attached to him ; and on his leaving to begin his 
career as a proachi'r, they presented him with a handsome suit of clothes — an opportune and acceptable gift. As soon a» ho 
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began to preach ho rose into immediate popularity. His juvenile appearance (for he was only about nineteen), his oi^en 

and pleasing countenance, — his ready utterance, and manly and natural elocution, — tlie freshness of his thoughts, and the 
fervour of his appeals, — made everywhere a profound sensation. His manner, so animated and hearty, was in contrast 
with the more staid and sober style of the day. He was reckoned a prodigy, and ran no small danger of being caressed and 
spoiled. That popularity never waned in Scotland; and, at the end of half a century, crowds still flocked to hear him 
whom their fathers were wont to eulogise. The congregation in Dunblane, who had so long known him and known of his 
careful training, at once sot their hearts upon him, and attempted, in January, 1807 , to get him as a junior 2»astor and 
colleague to his uncle ; but the old man so decidedly rejmlscd the movement that it fell to the ground. Three congrega- 
tions in the meantime had ele(;ted him as their minister — those of Leslie, Stow, and Bridge of Teith. His father was in 
his 80 th year, and the congregation unanimously called the son to the collegiate ministry. The competing calls, according 
to the custom then followed, were presented for adjudication to the Synod, and the call from Bridge of Teith was i)rcfcrred. 
In consequence of this judgment ho was ordained colleague, and successor in case of survivancy to his venerable fatlior, on 
Wednesday, 16 lh September, 1807 . The settlement was a very happy one. Father and son were united in o/licc as well 
as in blood ; i)eople spoke of them as ‘^auld Mr. Fletcher and Mr, Saunders.*^ The younger 2)astor was an exce2)tion to 
the proverb that 2)ro2)het has no honour in his own country.’^ Free of S2)eech, familiar, hearty, and in earnest, he was 
greatly beloved.” The father would sometimes add a weighty word to the son's sermon, il‘ he thought that any 2»oint had 
been omitted or any motive not sufficiently pressed. Occasionally he would intimatt‘ a 2 >astoral visitation by his son, and 
2)hrase it in such homely form as to announce ‘^our Sandie will visit” the families in siudi a 2dace on such a day. 
He is said to have shown a little jealousy on some occasions of his son's overwhelming popularity, who, however, 
contrived an ingenious method of lulling it. Borrowing one of his father’s discourses, as if for the pur2)ose of consulting it, 
he committed it to memory, and delivered it in such a stylo that the 2)eopIe pronounced it his best. His venerable parent 
was soothed and satisfied by the verdict. We have heard him tell with great glee that another worthy senior in 
a diflerent part of the country, in whose congregation he liud (treated quite a furor, thus accosted him on coming into 
the manse after sermon — “ Eh, Mr. Saunders, ye were very sound this afternoon ; but, 0 , man, ye were luio very deep.” 
]\Ir. Fletcher followed the bent of his nature in at once setting himself to interest and instruct the young. This love of the 
lambs, wJiich had dis2)loyed itself as soon as he had got the first o2>2)ort unity in the village in whi(;l) he taught for a short 
season in Fife, and had found limited exqu’cssion among the children of his uncle's (;migr(»gatiou in Dunblane, now 
revelled in its legitimale o2)2)ortiiuitics. But a strijding himself, lie Jiad still the spirit of childhood, and was not avi'rse to 
mingle iu its 2)astimes. His whole soul threw itself into efforts to benefit the young ; and occasionally he offended d(‘Corous 
2^eople ill enaiding with his scholars some historical scenes of the ()ld Testament. These dramas made a dee 2 ) if not always 
a solemn impression ; and tradition says that one of them — in connection with Balaam and his ass — brought upon him the 
threat of ecclesiastical lliunder. AVith bands of his Sabbath scholars he oficn went on holidays to visit and enjoy some of 
the famed scenes of the country ; and their eagerness and enthusiasm were only suiqiassed by his own. The sanetuary in 
whi(di lu*, officiated was 2dain to an extreme, — four bare walls, with a roof which had been originally thatclied with heather, 
and still had a cliimney in one end of it. But the landscape aroiiml has striking beauty and grandeur, The clear stream 
of the Teith murmurs througli the green 2>ustures and rich corn-fields ; there are magnificent woods iu the valley, as it 
stretclics towards the east with the rock and fortress of Stirling in the distance; while sunset lights up the grand and 
rugged outlines of the Soutlicrn Gram2)ian8. 

Sacramental occasions brought together, in those days, great gatherings of jicojde to a succession of 2>ublic services. 
In Scotland, for two centuries, wei»k-day services had accompanied tlie celebration of the lioly communion. The post-com- 
munion or Monday service, began at the Kirk of Shotts, and had its origin iu the protracted meetings which the revival under 
Livingston occasioned. The Thursday or fast-day service and the Saturday service, originated in the controversy which 
divided the General Assembly in 1651 on the constitution of tlio Scottish army ; the question being whether soldiers who 
had not taken the covenant should bo admitted into it. The 2^rotestors against the resolution to allow non-covenanted men 
to carry arms agitated the country ; and, as they were very })opular, great masses crowded around them, to whom they 
preached on all days. The liking had been great for such services, — especially in former days of 2)cr8ecution, when so many 
parishes were under episcopal control, and down to Mr. Fletcher’s time they were very highly ai)2)reeiated. Crowds 
upon crowds assembled on the Sabbath ; and as the places of worship could not hold a tithe of the assembly, the custom 
was, there and elsewhere, to have a peculiar structure, an enclosed and canopied platform, called a tent,” erected in some 
adjacent field, from which a series of five or six sermons was 2)reached in the open air, while the sacrament was being dis- 
in the church. Mr. Fletcher’s appearances at such times at home and in other congregations. were very popular. 

His 2>^r6on and action were suited to the scene ; and his musical voice easily reached a far-spread assembly. To the last he liked 
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open-air preaching onliis visits to Scotland; and, indeed, no church could contain the congregations that collected to listen 
io him. He often looked back with rapture to the gatherings in the field by the Tcith, and close to that old double-arched 
bridge erected in 1535 by an official in the household of James IV. As his popularity was so rapidly extending, other 
churches began to covet him, and he was called by the congregation of Kincardinc-oii-Forth, in March, 1810. The invita- 
tion, however, was declined. Some time afterwards, in the same year, he was sent up to supply in Miles’s Lane, London. 
His very youthful appearance is said to have at first disappointed the people, and some of them wondered at his presump- 
tion in venturing to minister to them. His first text was Rom. xvi. 24 — The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all.” The sermon was on his favourite tlicme, and his heart was in it. He took the congregation by storm as they 
listened, and wondered, and were impresS\3(l. The following account of Mr. Fletcher’s first appearance in London is from 
one wlio gives his own imiircssions as a witness, and whose sound judgment is universally trusted. We refer to tlie Rev. 
Dr. Smith, of Biggar : — 

Tliis place of worshij), when 1 entered for the first time, was not nearly filled, — it might be a third filled. After 
waiting a very short time, tlui young minister from Scotland, of whom I had heard, ascended the pulpit. His appearance 
was interesting and even striking, lie was in the bloom of youth, tall, and of comely proportion. After the manner of 
the time, lui wore powder ; though after liis return io London he laid it aside. His manner of address struck me as much 
ns his api)oarancc. Jiis voice was one of large compass, and most musical and distinct. In his discourses he was vciy animated, 
and his action now and then a litlle rhetorical. He had, in short, in appearance and voice and manner, all the qualities 
of a first-rate orator. He might have been sometimes betrayed into extravagance, but ordinarily he was simply earnest. 
I liavc a very distinct recollection of the first sermon I heard him preach, and the impression it made will never be effaced. 
It was from the text, ‘ Bring forth the best roho and pnt it on him.’ The earnestness, the animation, the power, the eloquence, 
with which he expatiated upon the diffiaviit topics--aiTosi(;d and riveted my youthful attention as it evidently did that 
of the other liearers, It was ev(^ry Avay a very striking discourse. The effect of it was that I was determined to go back 
again. On reluming the next Sabl)ath to Miles’s Lane, I noticed a very visildi^ increase of the congregation, and my 
impressions in favour of the yotmg minister were confirmed and deei)cned. Every succeeding Sabbath witncsseol an 
increasing accession to the (congregation till the chapel was completely filled, and even the passages partially occupied. 
This effect, however, was not produced entirely by Mr. Flelcher’s preaching in Miles’s Lane. There were some auxiliary 
influences at work. , 

He had }>reached on several wecdc-day evenings in Hoxton Academy Chapel, with such acceptance as attracted numbers 
to hear him in his own place of worship on the Sabbath day. But that which had the greatest influence in spreading his 
fame and swelling his congregation was his preaching on a Sabbath evening in the Tabernacle. I did not hear liiin myself 
on that occasion, but I was told that lu^ preached to the large audience which usually assembhid there a most powerful 
discourse from the words, All things arc yours.” Such an eflect, indeed, was produced, that some of the old Tabernacle 
l)4‘(q)lc de(;larc(l that they had never heard such a sermon sincui the days of George Wliitlield. His 2)rettehing during the 
whole term of his ai)poinlmcnt at Mil(‘s’s Lane was fully ke|.)i up, and (he attendance Io the very end was limited only by the 
capacity of the hou>se. 1 remember very distinctly the last Sabbath he prcaclied during his probatiemary services. It being 
known that ho was to return immediately to Scotland, the chapel in the afternoon was crowded to overflowing by a (lcej>ly- 
interested and visibly-affected audience; on the cunclushm of the services, there was a rush made to the jmlpit stairs of 
j)ersons anxious to bid him good-bye— and press him to return — for our English friends are jnore demonstrative than we 
in Scotland are. But he, desirous of avoiding what threatened to be a scene, with remarkable agility, stepped over the 
pulpit side, and escaped by the buck door whmh was under the pulpit. The thing was done so quickly that when I 
looked up the piil2)it was empty, and ho was gone.” 

The impression so made by Mr. Fletcher during these Sabbaths in a vacant church could only lead to one result. 
Soon after his return to Scotland the congregation in Miles’s Lane, who had been so charmed by his preaching, 
invited him to be their pastor, the call being subscribed by 128 members and 297 adherents. It was laid on the table 
of the ju’csbytery on the 27th of May, and in November- of that year (1811) he was translated to London, being then 
in bis twenty-fifth year. The parting witli his parents and his congregation was solemn and touching: the people so 
clung to him that they could hardly be severed from him. To the rustic imagination in those days London was a place 
far away and foreign. His mother charged him never to look her in the face if he did not surmount all difficulties, and 
be courageous and laithful in doing the Master’s work. When the Spartan matron gave her soldier-son his shield to. go 
forth to the wars, she said to him, Either this or upon this ” — victory or death. The good old lady of Bridge of Teith 
unconsciously uttered a Christian translation of the heroic fiirewcll. Tlie peojflc in Miles’s Lane, with their pastor’s 
sanction, sent a yearly gift of a hundred pounds as a token of respect to old Mr. Fletcher as long as he lived* The young 
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lumister made the journey to London on horseback, stopping ono night at Penrith, another at Liverpool, and su onwards, 
occupying some four or five days on the road, often reverting in soul to the fair spots he had left, behind him round the old 
manse of Menteith, and forecasting the difficulties and trials which should await him in the metropolis. The ordination 
was conducted by the nearest Scottish presbytery — that of Coldstream just over the Border; the Sermon being delivered 
by Dr. Jack, of Manche.stei', and the charge given by Dr. Waugh ; Messrs. Robert Fletcher of Hamilton, Belfrage of 
Slateford, and Leo of Ilorndeau, also taking part in the service. Tlio congregation at Miles's Lane al. t)nee became a 
scene of life and activity. It was crowded to overflowing from Sabbath to Sabbath. Tlie young Scottish j)reaclier was in 
everybody’s mouth, and the sensation which he created was not inferior, for its time, to that made in our day by Mr. Spurgeon. 
He was much sought after to preach public aermon-s, and plead for charities and missions. Mrs. Winslow, who heard him 
in Whiteflelds Chapel, Lincoln’s Inn, says — “ Though only twenty-three, he iiossesscs such uncommon power in directing 
and fi.\ing the attention of both old and young, that I do not believe llie eyes of either were oil’ him during the whole 
service.” He was often engaged to preach nearly every day in the week, so loath was he to say nay to the numerous 
applications for liis assistance. His discourses were not elaborated efforts, .and ho rarely rcpeateil them. Ho, ditl not get up 
T sermon of thorough power and high finish, and carry it about wilh him to the various pulpils till his own interest in it was 
exhausted, and he had improved his leisure so as lo c()ini)o.so another like unto it. His sermons were witliout great eflbrt— 
all of lliem in intellectual character much alike— clc.'ir, vigorous, touching, and evangelical — pronounced with an undisguised 
Scottish accent, but delivered naturally, fervently, and with a voice of gi-cat musical sweetness and cadence. Tlie central 
ti'iiths of the Crospel were his favourite themes ; and a course of lecfures on the Eiiistle to the Galatians brought throngs 
of eager listeners, and gave him ample and nciirring opportunity of unfolding tlie fulness and unconditioned freeness of 
the Gospel of Christ. This early ovcrworli of Mr. Fletcher in London had two results : it led some little minds to attack 
him, and it injured his licalth. Thus Mr. Jones, the editor of the Ncm Ecangdioil Matjaxim (a man ivho was said not “ to 
Sparc his Sandemanian bill wben a young Scotchman was in the case”), taunted him with the possc.ssiou of zeal without 
knowledge, and bade him return to Jericlto, and tarry there till his beard was grown. The caustic editor, however, 
forgot to invito liis return when his facial ornament should have attained such a length ‘as to make it tlie symbol of 
experience and wisdom. Such a “thorn in the flesh,” wilh other similar “pricks,” kept him from being “exalted above 
mcn.surc ” in the midst of great and growing fame. His health began to droop, and ho cast a wistful eye to the quiet rural 
retreat whiidi he had loft at the call of duty for the fever and hustle of a London life. In a letter to his undo 
(Itjth January, 1812) he says, “ People flud me out even at Homerton ; and when 1 am most in trim for study, 1 am most 
often interrupted. It frets my spirit that I cannot get that time for study which is so absolutely necessary for my calling 
and comfort.” The note ends with a request for a letter “ in this strange land.” Ho hud not yet got to fed at lioino in 
London ; and we find him writing to bis father, 14th February, 1812, a letter, the postage of which is m.irkcd one shjlliug ; — 

“ Mv Dkak Fatheb, — 

“ It is with greater pleasure than T can express, that from various sources I learn that you are, upon the whole, well. 
Wc are both calle<l to endure separation from cadi other during our lives, which none of us ever dreamed should happen till 
the king of terrors should separate us by bis cold arm. 1 assure yon that nothing reconciles me to London but tlie will of 
God, and a sense of duty. I am not sure wbether it is a sin or not, but I ofteu feel woinuly iuoliued that God 
would so order things in His adorable providence as to lake me back with cieaii garments to my country friends, people, 
and children. I sometimes ask myself, how is it possible I should ever have come lo (his place ? I tliink it is as if I had 
been brought by some kind of supernatural agency and influence. I am so shocked at London that I am sometimes made 
to say with David, ‘ Oh that I hotl the wings of a dove ! then should I flee away and be at rest.’ I have difficulties to 
encounter which would not have occurred to the most prolific imagination; yea, my very character is not out of reach of 
danger from the breath of calumny. My golden days are over upon earth, and I wish to look to ‘a city that hath 
foundations.’ In the meantiriie I find my mind much supported. I feel my courage increasing. I experience great 
assistance both in composing' and delivering my sermons. My taste for reading is growing, and I am resolved to sunnouut 
every difficulty and attend to study. My aversion to company is great, and I hope for good. The place continues as full 
as ever. New difficulties and new trials suppress the natural risings of vanity. .... 

“ I am, your loving son, 

“ A. FLETCHaa.” 

^ Some impression must have gone abroad— created or deepened by those communications — that Mr. Fletcher was far 
from being happy in Loudon. Such a “longing, lingering look” to the liills and vales streams and hamlets, of the far 
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north, was, to a yonng man, natural; and, j)rG8uming apparently on such indioatioim of it as tiwse le(%a idM, hii 
fatJier’B congregation, still without a second pastor, invited him back to his old position p colleague. 1!ho tall, IwWwer, 
was not puwued. The nature and amount of Mr. Fletcher’s labours will be seen in the subjoined letters Of Dr. Waugh to 
his Mher and uncle, and in those days of dear postage, the young minister carried them down to Scotland himself t— 

Dr. Waugh’s letter to his father was as follows ; — 

“ Rev. and Dear Sib, — 

“ I feel much satisfaction in informing you that the Lord hath hitherto graciously preserved your dear son, amid 
his abundant and exhausting labours, and hath not merely collected around him crowded congregations, but hath, I hope 
in many instances, msido the blessed Gospel to become the power of GK)d unto salvatton. His whole soul is in his work. 
Pity it is that it should be otherwise with any of us, ‘We shall have time enough,’ as good old Richard Baxter says, 

‘ to rest in heaven 1 ’ - • • 

“ I trust you are experiencing the truth and fulfilment of the promise, Isaiah xlvi. 4— ‘ And even to yom old age I 
am He,’ &c. ; and that in the evening of your days, you find Him to be the same faithful and gracious God that ever Ho was. 
May jqn be enabled still more abundantly to‘bring forth fruit in old age— the fruit of glowing gratitude for past mercies, 
and of lively anticipation of the ‘ exceeding weight of glory ’ that awaits you in the heavenly world. 

“ I beg my kind regards to Mrs. Fletcher, and to all who are dear to you, and remain, with affectionate veneration of 
your piety and unbending rectitude, Rev. and dear Sir, 

“ Your faithful servant, 

“ Salisbury Place, Maiylebone, London, July 7, 1813. “ Aijbxahdbr Wadoh.” 

From Dr. Waugh to the Rev. Michael Gilfillan, of Dunblane, of same date— 

“ My Dear Friend and Brother, — ^ 

“ I avail myself of fiie opportunity of my young friend’s departure, to convey to you the esteem and best wishes 
of my heart. During his retirement (if the restlessness of his kind and generous disposition will allow him to eiyoy 
retirement anywhere) I hope you will take card that he ride every day, and preach only one day in seven. I have 
cautioned, and exhorted, and beseeched — but ‘ naturam si force expellas, tamen usque recurret.’ What a happiness to 
the Cliurches that the rapid stream like those from your Alpine Mountains runs in a channel hallowed and useful I 

“ Everj'thing in the congregation is prosperous and peaceful, and the utmost harmony subsists between them and 
our people. 

“ ^e God of Providence has done wonders this year in awakening a spirit of liberality amongst the people of God 
beyond all former example. The income of the British and Foreign Bible Society has exceeded £70,000. Even the 
Missionary Society, the aged mother of them all, who it was feared would be reduced to the workhouse, has received 
double of any former years. What a responsibility attaches to those who administer such ample funds I May we have 
grace to be wise and faithful, and ever remember that we are accountable to a higher tribunal than public opinion. It 
will much gratify me to have a few lines from you when Mr. Fletcher returns. Meantime, I am, my dear Sir, very 
affectionately yours, “ Alexander Waugh.” 

On his return to London Mr. Fletcher became as assiduous as ever, and was diligent “in season and out of season.” 
His love for children, which had so early shown itself os an irrepressible instinct, soon found scope for itself.in his increasing 
congregation. His decided and continuous attention to the young was no bid for popularity in bis new sphere ; it was no 
novelty struck out on purpose to excite attention and wonder. It had been his favonfite work from his twelfth year, and 
he had resolutely continued it in the midst of not a few challenges, and not a little hostility. Whatev» ecclesiastical care 
had been bestowed upon youth before his time Mr. Fletcher did not disparage, but he gave such effcrts a more direct 
aim and distinctive character. His sermons were to children ; not before them, but addressed to them alone, brought 
face to face with the preacher, and the matter and manner were alike calculated to interest and instruct them. The 
Rev. Rowland Hill — no common judge of character, and a lover of all good men — got him to preach a sermon to the yonng 
in Surrey CSiapel. The concourse was very large, and the preacher’s powers were tested. But he fainmphed, and produced 
an effect which at once amazed and delighted Mr. Hill. The young people listened with rapt attention, and were profbundly 
impressed as well as instructed. His fame spread at once as a preacher to cbUdren, and he was often asked, as a matter of 
course, to deliver such addresses. About this time, in the beginning of September, 1814, his mother died, and the fdlowing 
letter, on his hearing of the sad event, was addressed by him to one of his sisters:— * 



wsifom 


M» BUtir Etgahmieu 

Yeetorday, being Friday^ the 8rd, I received the eelemn announcement, in the kind epistle yon sent me, of 
my mother's departure to the world of spirits. Though there are many painfhl and affecting circpmstanoes connected 
with her mnoval, there are also drcumstances the most consolatory and cheering. Her death has been of no common 
kind ; her life and death have accorded ; her career has been virtuous, active, generous, and blessed. Such a wife hns 
been a smile upon our worthy .father, such a mother has been a smile upon us 1 'In the noble and dignided part sho has 
acted in her past journey, there is scarcely anything on which the mind does not rest with wonder and delight. Her 
rnenmiy is blessed. The recollection of her worth is like opening a box of precious ointment collected from the stores of 
heaven. I am overawed when I think that os to time she is nb more, and that as to eternity she has reached the consum- 
' mation of bliss, the perfection of being, the tlirone of God 1 She has obtained her wish, the stream is passed over, the 
clouds and storms of dissolving nature are infinitely distant from her celestial spirit; she is a fit c:.nipanion for cherubim 
and seraphim, and fiies through the boundless regions of the holy land with inconceivable celerity, exploring its grandeur 
and glory. Now the triumphal bands who meet her at heaven’s gate have conducted her to the throne of the Great 
Eternal, where a crown is put upon her h^, irradiated with the transcendent beauties of Jehovah’s glory. . . I 

cannot now* my sisters the loss of the best of* but God shall make me your loving guardian. I am 

united to you by ties closer than ever ; they are sacred. Before God’s throne I renew them 1 Remember me to my father : 
to him I would say, ‘ Does God’s promise fail for ever?’ No, no, it is immutable — like its immutable Author I 

“ I am, your loving brother, 

“ AlBX. FnSTOHSB.” 

He wrote also to his aged father, now toward fourscore years and ten j — 

“ Mv DEAR Father,— « September 24, 1814. 

“ By this time it is likely my two sisters have left their paternal roof, with the design of fulfilling a wish my 
mother revealed before her departure, ‘ that they should remain with me in the difficult and important situation in which 
Providence has placed me.’ I wish it had been possible for you to have accompanied them, that by change of scene your 
mind might have in part been relieved from that gloom which now hangs around it. At first sight it seems presumption 
in me to suggest considerations to you, calculated to communicate consolation, and spread over your sky the cheering 
beams of celestial joy. Ton know what I am — I know what you are : your heart is enriched by that religious experience 
which is collected by the revolving years of a useful, pious, and long life, but seldom equalled. You have been accus* 
tomed for more than eighty years to the delightful exercise of making application to a throne of grace, where believing 
petitions are always welcomed— where nothing is obtained but blessings of matchless excellence. You We been honoiured 
for forty years by the company, counsel, and affections of one of God’s favourites, whose life was overspread with the 
fragrance of her graces, and whose memory shall be embalmed in the affectionate remembrance of her surviving and 
admiring relatives. The glory to which she is now elevated, the bliss she now ei^oys, tlie exalted purposes she now 
serves, the intercourse with Deity to which she is now admitted, and your hopes of being a oo-partuer in such felicity, 
should certainly dispel the clouds of sorrow, and fill you with unspeakable joy. That text in the close of the prophecy of 
Habakkuk gave Mr. Newton much comfort : ‘ Although the fig-tree should not blossom,’ Ac. He determined never to 
preach on it till his wife should depart by death, if God should take her before him. She died before him ; and he 
preached the fbneral sermon on the above text. There was something peculiarly striking in the texts you preached fiom 
before and after my mother’s death. I trust you will preach every Sabbath as long as strength permits. Could you write 
me a letter, tliough you should take eight days to write it, I would esteem it a personal favour. 

“ I am, your loving son, 

“ Alex. FiiETOher.” 

The good old man did write the desired letter, as the following answer shows 

Another to hie Father. 

“ Mr DEAR Father,— “ October 17, 1814. 

“ 1 received your kind letter with much affection, and will preserve it as a memorial of your parental esteem. 
The advices it eontiuzui aie what 1 needed, and the encouragements it held forth exaeUy suited to my mind, in the very 

* • Bhgible. 
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iaiportaat aod difficult circuxostances in whtek I am fdaced. I dn iidt iijjf ^ noeonffinrtable oirGamstBiuMM'<^tltey mm 
diffloi^t, Mquiring far more wiadbm, caution, and diacemment than I {possess, hut they are connected 
tuid;MOGffiing reflections. If we.are God's ihithfhl servants Ure shall never he without comfort. Ood hii Ood Of eH 
eomffirt, and He will take care of His own. In your mourning State you doubtless tt^ply to thOie Oekititial sodRW, to 
^ose refreshing fountains, where yon can drink joys near akin to the bliss of heaven; In the priva^Ons to trhtob God 
has called you to submit, you have reason to sing of men^ as well as of judgmeM. When you reach the mahy ihihislons, 
hvaven will not be the less delightful that you have remained some years in the wilderness Isehind your taUtii’lbveid 
companion, who has got her crown before you. Remember the text she often pronoonoed on her dying .bed: ‘One day it-, 
with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years are as one day.' I have a strong desire, if 1 should live behind 
you, and God continue his kindness, to continue to suoh'of my sisters as choose tc Im t^her in Bridge of TefthJ 
after you have obtained your kingdom, an annual income of £60, which, added to their own property, will render fliito 
comfortable and independent. This has been upon my mind for some time, and I could not be at rest till I should make 
to you the communication 1 have now mode. My uncle has no doubt informed you about the chapel we expect to obtain s 
it will not be decided till Tuesday next week. Your prayers on that point are earnestly requested. 

** I remain, your loving son, 

Alex. Fletoher." 


The chapel in Miles’s Lane was a structure quite as plain as that of Bridge of Teith, or Menteith as it was called. It 
was an old Nonconformist place of worship, built out of view for concealment in the days of persecution, and stood between 
two lanes with an opening into both. It had been occupied for some time by an English Presbyterian, or rather an Arian 
congregation. Prior to Mr. Fletcher’s time two Secession ministers had preached in it. The first was Mr, Easton (afterwards 
of Hamilton), who was ordained in lied Cross Street,- Cripplegate, where the congregation then assembled; and the second 
was Mr. Raft, who had been translated from St. Andrew’s, and who died after a brief ministry. The congregation was all 
but annihUated. But in a few years, under Dr. Fletcher, it had so grown that the place was “ too strait ” for them, and 
a new and larger place of worship was erected. The foundation stone of the new erection, Albion Chapel, Moorgate Street, was 
laid by Dr. Waugh in November, 1815, and the church was opened in the same month of the following year. Dr. Waugh 
preaching in the morning, and Mr. Jay, of Bath, in t^e evening. It may be added that a few of the older people still dung 
to Miles’s Lane, the very bricks of which were dear to them. The nucleus of a congregation was still preserved, and they 
obtained for minister the Rev. Alexander Waugb, son of Dr. Waugh, a young man of great gifts and high culture, but 
whose brief and promising pastorate was soon closed by death. In the new structure Dr. Fletcher’s usefulness and 
popularity went on without abatement. He was fertile in expedients for doing good, especially among the juvenile 
members of his flock. He began in Albion Chapel his famous Christmas soi-mons to the young, and he continued them 
in the larger structure in Finsbury to the end of his days. 

At an early period of his ministry Dr. Fletcher commenced a Sabbath school \yhich met on the evening of the Lord’s 
day. There had been Sunday-schools in which the young were taught to read, and religious instruction was also imparted ; 
but Dr. Fletcher’s school was formed upon the Scotch motlel. Dr. Smith says : — 

“ In London at this period children were too much overlooked by ministers in the services of the sanctuary. So much 
was this the case, that when Mr. Fletcher commenced preaching ‘ Children’s Sermons,’ as they were called, it was like 
striking a new vein in a field of minerals. He inaugurated a new branch of ministerial work. Though there were 
ministers who all along preached to the young, Mr. Fletcher was the head and leader of what may be called the school of 
children's preachers. In commencing this style of preaching he stood nearly alone. As Dr. Macfarlane in his funeral 
sermon truly remarked — ‘ There had been before him no such distinct selection of pastoral labour. He had few to cheeT 
him by example or support him by co-operation,* and I think I am entitled to say that among the numbffl^s who follo#ed 
him in the same track— and I have heard some of the best — ho still, as long as he lived, continued to be what he was called 
by many and great authorities, the very ‘ Friuoe of Preachers to children.’ He was unrivalled in this department of 
ministerial work. The simple fact that he fixed the attention and retained It during a whole discotttse; not only of some 
hundreds, but, as was the case occasionally, of some thousands of children, is sufficient evidence of his great power. He 
exercised a kind of fascination over his youthful heawts. The secret of his power lay hot. only in his style of oratory— 
althou|fii both his voice and manner were eminently fitted to atiatust the yonng — but in the style of thought, simple yet 
striking, which pervaded his discourse, and especially in. the heart iThioh he threw into it Any Who will take the trouble 
to read his addresses to the young may jud^ for thmhscfives, whether the charm all lay in the deiiveiy or not I can »ay-« 
hearing him, as I did, when all the freshness and ardour of yotith were upon him, and hearing him fteqnently preach to <hild^, 



1 ,^4Hi w W ^ nvmen And iiheie is om imsrk here which 1 think it is importsat 

iUtisinBited the possibility of pteaohmg to children without being childish. While he showed that 
he dpi^ chudien, he neirer in addrening ^em heesme a mere diild; never bad recourse to mere 

hj^iahi prat^ or hnl^h Ulustntions. lie was in great reqpiest aooordingly on the Sabbath eveninp tor sermons to 
chUdreay Snd the good which he did in this way was inoalonlable.” 

In s^riiineB, and when he had regular service in the evening instead of afitemoony he presided every Lord’s Day over 
what he called his “ Oatechetical Seminary.” It was a Bible olassy in which he took a very special interest, and it was 
carried on, as the nifine implies, by question and answer so as to arrest attention, and by its very form to direct as well as 
impart information. Yonng men were the objects of his ardent regard. Many had come from tho country and found 
ihmnselyes stnmgers in London, away from the inflnenoes of home and parents,- and exposed to many snares and tempta* 
tions. It was of vast advantage to them to find in Dr. Fletcher a father, ot rather an elder brother, so loving and wise, so 
fitted to guide them — to win their confidence and keep them in the way of purity and peace. The blessing of such a charm 
as that which .Dr. Fletcher cast upon young lads cannot be estimated, for it has told on so many for so many years, and 
through them pn successive generations. In his interestmg oommnnication to ns Dr. Smith adds s — 

It was not, however, by mere preaching that he ministered to the young in his own congregation. This, indeed, was 
the least of the he employed for that purpose. Immediately after he was settled he commenced a Sabbath school, 
which met on the evenings of tho Sabbath. This was the first Sabbath school of the kind that I was acquainted with or 
heard of in London. Snhday-sohools were very common, that is, schools for the purpose of teaching children to read, end 
in whioh.a portion of religious instruction was given j but their character was more secular than sacred. Mr. Fletcher’s 
school was formed after the Scotch model. The catechism taught was Brown’s, and the other exorcises were just like those of 
other Scotch sifiiopls in Scotland. I can testify to the excellence and usefulness of this institution, having been first a 
scholar for a short time in it, and afterwards, up to the period of my leaving for, college, being a teacher. What gave to 
this Sabbath school its principal charm and usefulness was- that Mr. Fletcher always attended himself, except when 
engaged in preaching, and bo as seldom as possible allowed other engagements to interfere with this. He did not teach a 
class, but he occupied, as far as I remember, nearly half the time in examining upon some portion of the catechism, and I 
have yet a very distinct impression of the interest which he throw into that exercise. It was not a mere dry asking of 
questions and getting of answers. The kind of by-play, if I may be allowed such an expression, in tho way of remark and 
illustration, and address and appeal, was so impressive and striking, and wont so directly to tho understanding and the 
heart of his youthful auditors, that they were at once instructed and made happy. I have often enyied this gift that 
Mr. Fletcher enjoyed in such au eminent degree, and wished if by any means I could hove acquired but a scantling of it. 
Besides tho more ordinary and regular occasion of the Sabbath school, he was always devwing— and his mind was fertile in 
expedients— some scheme or other for engaging the attention, and drawing forth the resourbes of the young people. Many 
of these, however, were of that character that they could only have been carried out by himself. But he was at the bead of 
them all,— the shepherd leading the flock — ^tbe general commanding his juvenile army. 

It was not, however, the children merely that Mr. Fletcher attended to. He took a particular interest in all the 
young i especially in the young men belonging to his congregation. I never knew a person who had so completely the art 
of ingratiating himself with the young. He seemed to hold in his hand a key which at once unlocked the youthful heart to 
him. There was that openness, kindliness, heartiness, that taking those in whom he was interested into his very 
bosom, that at once softened the hardest and melted the firmest It was almost impossible, though a person had been so 
minded, to resist the influence which he exercised ; while he was young among the yonng, sjrmpathising more entirely 
with thwn, he never descended so as to allow tmy to take liberties with him. I remember yet the rich enjoyment we bad 
on the SabUoth afternoon after the service, and before the Sabbath sohool met, in the vestry at tea with him, all the teachers 
who -found it convenient being invited to attend. On those occasions he was the principal speaker, we were chiefly listeners, 
and his speaking, while cheerful, was always becoming. He told ns on those occasions about his Sabbath sohool at J)onne, 
abont the gpo^ people there, and about his father and mother, and other worthies of the day. These were hallowed oooasiona 
Besides he was accustomed on Saturday to have a number of the young men to tea at his house in Homerton. This 
interomwse, with him seemed a kind of relaxation to himself, while it was a feast of instruction and eiyoymont to them. 
The result was fhat he gathered atonnd him a band of young men, many of whom became ministers and missionaries. But 
it was all hwlipictioji and eiyoyment with his young people. He trained them to work. While in Miles's Lane we 
■ bad a juTCiule; society^ which raised at the time I left about i&lOO a yearj a sum considered respectable, at 

leashi oonwdfiriag sshMuoos at the time had not that hold on the chnrohes whifih th^ iSfterwai^ possessed.” 

oaWttdty that n eiottd aaddwdy dmkped his 
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and kept in qmpathetic contaot with the patrons and advocates of * these societies organised 

ht the ute^icm Ocspel^ ^e suppression of evil and sufferings or the furtherance of liberty and social progress. 

And nour^ the old work which had been carried on for filter years in Miles’s Lane and Albion Chapel was taken up 
with ^ the former vigour and pursued on much the same pkn. The pastor was in his prime— fortified by experience, 
and Ailual to the Rotated position and momentous responsibilities which he had assumed. The congregation was large, the 
finah^waa fiourishing, the debt on the building was gradually reduced. His preaching was what it had always been, 
pla^i^^llihd telling — ^rich in evangelical doctrine — and spoken in unaffected fervour. His ecclesiastical position was changed, but 
he pirated the same Jesus — hia ministiy underwent neither revolution nor eclipse. Though from his position bo became 
♦‘independent’’ as severed from the ecclesiastical body to which he had belonged, he was never a “congregationalist.” 
His church was governed by representatives or elders — in Scottish phrase, by a “ Session ” chosen by and from the people. Ho 
had congregational but not classical presbytery, and was thus- shut up to the kind of admli^l^tration which was advocated 
by Owen and is found in inany New England churches. For four and thirty years longer did he continue his earnest 
labours— among all classes, and still as aforetime, especially among the young. The catechetical seminary was largt^ly 
I attended and signally blessed. Many young men from Scotland found their way to him and received precious words of en- 
couragement or warning from his lips. His heart and hand were open to tales of distress. Viewed from the north of the 
Solway, he was an institution in London, a friend to the friendless, and a refuge to the outcast and solitary. No doubt he 
was often imposed on 'by many fictitious tales of distress told in Scottish phrase and accent — his heart always “ warmed 
to the tartan.” Many a time did he make his holiday a visit to Scotland, but he always preached somewhere, and often in 
the open air, and in the neighbourhood of his native parish. On one of those occasions we heard him many years ago. The 
place was locally called “ the Valley,” an amphitheatre on the castle rook of Stirling. It was a fine summer day, and the 
crowd was great. The subject was token from 1 Cor. xv. 53, and referred to death and immortality. There was, so faros we 
remember, little that in itself was striking or touching beyond several local allusions, but the whole was very telling and 
impressive ; as the robe of the preacher fluttered in the breeze, his countenance was visibly shaded and as visibly lighted 
up, in unison with the varying emotions which passed through his soul. His soft and pleasing words easily reached the loige 
concourse, which was as sedate and decorous in worship, and as quiet and orderly in parting as if it had met in a church. 

If you ask what produced the charm, it would be difficult to give any analysis. Nothing stood out singly, but there was a 
combination of many elements — voice, manner, appearance, reputation, the fervent and simple exhibition of the Gospel— 
and sympathy on the part of many for one who had passed through such an ordeal, and now stood alone and severed 
from the previous ties and supports of official brotherhood. 

Besides his occupation of the pulpit, Dr. Fletcher for very many years carried on ministerial visitation in London. 
Great stress is laid on this portion of pastoral work in Scotland, and no small time is consumed in it. He strove to visit 
in this formal and pastoral way the families of his congregation ; giving utterance to a few words of exhortation, a few 
spiritual maxims, a few wise directions on the soul’s health, and a few questions to the children. He excelled in this 
duty, his loving heart gave itself free and fresh outlet in such quiet domestic circles. His vivacious conversation flowed 
on in easy strain, and a hallowed tone was given to it. He was always drawn out toward the children, his face ever 
beamed as he turned to them, and they had a special place in his prayers and benedictions. He made it felt that the 
visit was an official one, a work of spiritual service. While he was friendly and cheerful, he was also grave and | 
faithful, not in any way obtruding dictatorial or inquisitive remarks, but conveying the impression that he was in the 
family to do it good, and to say in the fullest sense, “ Peace be to this house.” His people were widely scattered, up by 
Islington, away to the east, and also across the rivers but he did what he could to overtake them, and his activity and 
perseverance conquered many difficulties. 

Dr. Fletcher made it a prominent part of his ministry to expound the Scriptures. This lecturing, as it is called in 
Scotland, is there highly prized* It is an analysis of a passage of Scripture-popular and practical exegesis. One may 
make a text a mere motto, having small cqnnection with the sermon, or may sever it from the context, and give it a meaning 
which does not really and originally belong to it. But a lecture properly done develops the actual truths found in the 
paragraph, shows the order and sequence of thought, and brings out the mind of the sacred writer. It is interpretation 
conducted so as to be intelligible to an ordinary audience, and is best done without any pedantic array of authorities, when 
the results only are given, without any detailed exhibition of the grammatical or lexical parts of the process. In this way 
a gospel or an episUe is gone over, Sabbath after Sabbath, and the result is that a better understanding of the Scripture is 
imparted. True, indeed, in a lecture it may not be permitted to soar away into high latitudes, and present an eloquent 
bnt discursive harangue, for one is kept to work before him — ^to trace out the sense, and give it in an interesting and 
hnpr&ive form, develt^ing argument step by step, discussing a narrative in its leading outlines and minuter touches, 
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or tko imagery and educing the leasons of n parahle. IMs didM^ ^reaolung is uiaidly ^CK^Sai^ on 

one iof the Lord’s Day, and is intensely relished by pious wd thoughtbl people. 1^. Oit^; plsnTfiti^ 

him to liondon and persevered in it, to the great delight ^ his people, ^is mej&od of pu^it inshnn^on .i|n not mv^ 
followed, nor does it seem in many cases to be well executed ;& l^logland ; at least, several of the volumes pahlii^#! wi& 
the title of lectures seem to be little else than sermons with texts. iDtis portion of Dr. Fletcher’s pulpit |ra|h; wall 
always popular. It was in no sense profotind, ingenions, or learned, bdt a plain, clear, earnest, and pointed espofition.and 
application of Divine truth. _ . . • ■ ^ 

Dr. Fletcher was often engaged in works of beneficence beyond the limits of bis more immediate t^here. (^e iklieme 
which occupied his time and advocacy toward the end of his days was the relief and encouragement of fi^ermen and their 
families in the Isle of Skye. In 1851 he was visiting that island, and admiring its grand and rugged scenery. Welking 
along the shore one day with the Hev. Alexander Adam, the earnest and able United Presbyterian minister of Portree, the 
principal town, bo saw some fishermen mending their nets, a common occupation during the busy season. The island had 
suffered from famine and sickness, and the sight of the fishermen mending their nets recalled the familiar scenes of the 
Gospel by the Sea of Galilee. In his sympathy he asked Mr. Adam, “ What can I do for •those poor pe^le ?” The reply 
was a wise and generous one : “ If a boat,” said Mr. Adam, “ could be purchased for the benefit of these fishermen, and 
themselves obliged to repay it by small instalments, it would be infinitely better for them than mere pecuniary relief.’’ The 
suggestion was at once acted on, and a boat was procured. Other boats were added, and the enterprise prospered. To 
work it effectively ruid on system a society was organised, having- committees in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dundee, Portree, 
.and London. Its object, as the report for 1857 says, was “to supply poor fishermen of good character and industrious 
habits with substantial boats, the original cost of which, with interest on the money, to be repaid by themselves in certain 
fixed instalments and at certain fixed periods ; and in order to render the operation of the scheme sure, a bond is subscribed 
by the contracting parties and securities binding themselves to keep the boat in good working order and seaworthy 
condition, and to be responsible for all manner of damage which the boat may receive in any manner of way, and also for 
payment of the money advanced, with the fixed rate of interest at the periods mentioned in the bond. It is stipulated, too, 
that the boat shall be considered as belonging to the society until the whole amount of tho instalment is fully- paid up, when 
the boat becomes tho property of the party or crew. The bond is then fully discharged, and this constitutes their title- 
deed to the property.” The boats increased from one to fifty-seven, costing £324, and the accounts were k^t with 
remarkable clearness and accuracy by Mr. Adam. Dr. Fletcher laboured and preached for several snmmers on behalf of 
the society, and as he had originated, so ho identified himself with, the enterprise. How enthusiastically he threw himself 
into it may be seen in the following letter addressed to the Edinburgh Board of Directors 

AND Respected 

“ I congratulate you on the continuance and progressive improvement of our excellent patriotic Institution, 
and on tho immense benefits which hundreds are deriving at this moment from owr Society, who otherwise must have 
been sunk into the lowest depths of destitution and suffering. Let us lift our hearts up to ‘ Britain's Ood,' in whose 
goodness this scheme originated, and to whom alone wo would trace all its numerous blessings. 

“ Allow me to express my joy and thankfulness that you are continuing so steadfast in supporting the interests and in 
promoting the prosperity of our noble enterprise. Your hearts cannot fail to be elated with emotions of delight when you 
think of tho domestic bliss you arc instramontal, under Providence, of diffusing among so many families in our fiu:- 
distant Western Isles. 

“ I must also congratulate you and myself on the preservation of the life and activity of our indefatigable and aealous 
Secretary, who works our Society so admirably, and to whose experienced skill the present prosperity of our Institution 
may be so justly attributed. 

“ By Divine permission, I intend visiting Scotland in next'July, to remain six weeks, to preach every Sabbath, and 
hold public meetings during the week, for promoting our important cause. Very strongly I would recommend appUcations 
to Ministers of all denominations, and continued applications to Hoblemen and Landed Proprietors, to become. Subscribers 
to the Institution. 

“ We can now place before them solid, siiistantial/aets, most abundant and enoonraging. We present before no 
theory . we present detnonstraivee reality t We come before them with the * laurels ’ of a sdcoessful, triumphant experiment I 

“ That an increasing blessing may accompany your joaiseworthy efforts, is the earnest prayer of yours most fiaitiifollyi 

“Eufield, London, N,, Feb. 1, 1868 .” «Autx. 

The enterprise, which was to extend beyond Skye, prospered for a time, but was gradually brought to sax ench it 
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lHiiidineiiti to tho amotmt of ^£212 were paid bj the boatmeo, and th^ last boat was gim iti 
I80$k intemt bogan to flag-niome paid up in fhU— others only partially, and somo not at all. 

pay ; for there had been a seriea of Ud seasons ; and the herring fishery for som«> years had bee? 
ia09«#n fiiSiae. Xtie acdkeme thru came to-an unea^tad termination ; and the few pounds yet lying in the ore 
the ttmnmrM ^ JQr. Jleteher^s overflowing kindness and .seal.* 

lAhd thne flv nigh fifty years did J)r. Fletcher labour in London— preaching, visiting, catechising, addressing 
stlOids,' travdling ^ many places in order to preach to the yonng, engaging in all kinds of philanthi-opio labours, ever 
ready to assist in any good work— the friend of the friendless especially from the North, end of criminals in Newgate 
condemned to die, and now and tiien sending from the press books meant for juvenile instruction, and to help individual 
astd fomfly devotion. Fifty years of such industry! what moulding of soul— what spiritual strength imparted— what 
revivtd of God’s work in many a spirit— what comfort imparted to many a death-bed— what seeds sown in so many 
yonthfrd hearts to bear fruit in after-life. Fi% years of this ossiduous and unwearied labour 1 Iho dew of early youth, 
manhood, and age devoted to it. All honour to the labourer, aud to the grace which kept him up aud brought him 
through. His motto— the utterance of a grateful heart— was, “ Having obtained help of God, I continue unto t^s day, 
testifying both to small and to great,” “yet not I, but the grace of God which was in me.” A life of vmoommon physical 
health, spent in such work, olaimed, towards its close, somo memorial of its activity. Those who knew him in earlier years 
had miny of them passed away, but there were many surviving who had known him in the meridian of his splendour, 
and epjoyed the calm lustre of his setting. As the jubilee of his pastorate drew near, various plans were proposed by his 
friends for its celebration. As a fitting memorial, it was proposed to raiso funds to build schools to be called the “ Fletcher 
Schools.” Some hundreds of pounds were sabsoribod, but the object has not as yet been carried out; the “ Fletcher 
Jubilee Memorial” fund still lies unemployed. A public meeting also was held after bis death, under the presidency 
Samuel Morley, Esq., and was addressed by Mr. Binney, Prof. Lorimer, and Dr. Edmond, but the project then so warmly 
advocated of building Day, Infant, and Sunday schools, to he named after the prince of preachers to the young, has not 
been as yet completed. 

Dr. Fletcher had been through life a robust man. His strength, indeed, had not been often tasked with that intel- 
lectual toil which wears out the nervous system, and brings down the strongest to premature exhaustion. Ho had not 
been a deep plodder in the night-watches, nor was his countenance “ sickbed o’er with the pale cast of thought 
But his work had been continuous, and the strain upon him, if not tense, was enduring. Age, too, was coming to tell upon 
him at length, and the strong man began to bow. But still ho hold up and did his work. His discourses growing more 
solemn and subdued, failed somewhat in their fire, though it now aud then flashed up as of yore. Still it was hoped 
that he might enjoy his approaching jubilee. But an attack of bronchitis in spring weakened him, and novar wholly left 
him, uid .in his weuknoM dropsy supervened. In February, 1860, he preached his farewell sermon. Not that he intended 
it to be a farewell sermon, but it proved to be his last great public discourse; nay, as Providence graciously willed it, it was 
addressed to three thousand children in Surrey Chapel, where nigh half a century before Rowland Hill had brought him .to tbf 
same work, and he had learned from the experiment where his “great strength lay.” Preaching to a juvenile audience hid 
been his chosen afid favourite work through life, and his chief instrument of doing good. His heart and tongue had been 
always in it, and he ended where he began, with the same service and in the same place. Ere he laid him down to die, 
be had thns completed his cycle, “ fulfilled his course.” The Sabbath had ever been tbe day of bis power and exjoyment 
Its early hours bad been seasons of devout and hopeful preparation ; and just as the bells of Clapton parish ebureb ceased 
ringing for morning service, 30th September, his spirit winged its mysterious way to the choirs and melodies of the upper, 
sanotuary and ihe unending Sabbath, there to see the face and hear tbe approving welcome of the Master, whose, commuwion, 
“ Feed my lambs,” it had always been his delight, through grace, to Obey. On the evening of the previous Saturday be bad 

* It my mow ooriMdm to md the lilt of bo»t«pcoTid«dial868--n«ajr of the boate being nainedaftwoontributon, or after great and good aMlt:— 

Boatt Bym.T by tkb Soooty bob ybb BwuBr aitd Etrootnuoaintrr or thb FteoaBiiatr ut xbb HroaxANM akd Isi.aNi>e or SoomMs.—l. The 
BlylaeFidi. 2. TheX^rdia. 3. ThvJeesio. 4. TheXt^Sieten. 3. The Dora. 6. The Good Look. 7. The Two Siiters. 8. ThaJuTenlla. S. The 
Itien^ 10. nie Two Bone. 11. The Aiine. 12. The Jaaot. 18. The Blixa. 14. The Jenet (Ko. 2J. 13. The M'Douall. IS. The Brienda (Ite. S 
17. ThaftMU. IS. The Lady Olivia. 19. The Sir John PaUngtoa. 20. The Lady HilL 'll. The Edward Bird. 22. The leabella Bird. 28. 1!he8^ ^ 
24. The Seo«rir Feny Boat. 20. The Henrietta Bird. 28. The Kate. 27. The Good Lack (No. 2). 28. The Aletzeador hletcher. 28. The Sw^ . 
80. TheVa^Stewert 31. The Kate (No. 2). 32. The Mary Anne. 38. The Three Siiton (No. 2). 34. The Flora. 88. The I^ende (No. 3). 38.1m 
l^rbthMf. ■ if. ^ Flora (No. 2). 36. The Ohrietie. 39. The Ghriatie (No. 2). 40. The Lord of the lelee. 41. The Fedlodc. 42. The Madeod. 43'. 
Hu CSihliaha. 44. The COiarlee Idadde. 4<. TheOityof Bdinbiirgli. 46. Legd^ BichaMnd. 47. I^e City of Gleegow. 46. ThePeg^. 48.'1Bp' ' 
Tvreaila ^ 0 . 2). hjArgueb 81. TluAnaabellik 82. The Florence Nightiiigale. 83. The Thomai Cook. 84. The Bonnie Dandee. 

Boise m SI INikb of BnodMdi. The Bake of Argyll. Sir Henry Havelock. Sir Cdin Campbell. The John Brown. The 

BitPafa. ThSAailBMb llM BjHSbafgkBtoaMn. The law MMflaton. ThtU'Oavin. The OiMUaii. The Dancen liaeUnlay^ TheBobertBe^hiBlL ^ 
TlMGaocgeyohaiioB. , /;:l 
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or illustrfttii^ the imagery and educing the lessons of -a parahle. This didactic preaching is usually given m Sooila^ on 
one part of the Lord's Day, and is intensely relished by pious and thoughtful people. Dr. Fletobw carried the plan with * 
him to London and persevered in it, to the great delight of his people. This method of pulpit instruction is not much 
followed, nor does it seem in many cases to be well executed in England 5 at least, several of the volumes published with 
the title of lectures seem to be littlo else than sermons with lohg texts. This portion of Dr. Fletcher’s pulpit work was 
always popular. It was in no sense profound, ingenious, or learned, but a plain, clear, earnest, and pointed exposition and 

application of Divine truth. . .... /\ t 

Dr. Fletcher was often engaged in works of beneficence beyond the limits of his more immediate sphere. One sohmne 
which occupied his time and advocacy toward the end of his days was the relief and encouragement of fishermen and their 
families in the Isle of Skye. In 1851 he was visiting that island, and admiring its grand and rugged scenery. Walking 
along the shore one day with the Bov. Alexander Adam, the earnest and able United Presbyterian minister of Portree, the 
principal town, he saw some fishermen mending their nets, a common occupation during the busy season. The island had 
suffered from famine and sickness, and the sight of the fishermen mending their nets recalled the famUiar scenes of the 
Gospel by the Sea of Galilee. In his sympathy lie asked Mr. Adam, » What can I do for -those poor people ?” The reply 
was a wise and generous one : If a boat,” said Mr. Adam, “ could be purchased for the benefit of those fishermen, and 
themselves obliged to repay it by small instalments, it would be infinitely better for them than mere pecuniary relief.’ The 
suggestion was at once acted on, and a boat was procured. Other boats were added, and the enterprise prospered. To 
work it effectively and on system a society was organised, having- committees in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dundee, Portree, 
and London. Its objecd,, as the report for 1857 says, was “ to supply poor fishermen of good character and industrioM 
habits with substantial boats, the original cost of which, with interest on the money, to be repaid by themselves in certain 
fixed instalments and at certain fixed periods ; and in order to render the operation of the scheme sure, a bond is subscribed 
by the contracting parties and securities binding themselves to keep the boat in good working order and seaworthy 
condition, and to be responsible for all manner of damage which the boat may receive in any manner of way, and also for 
payment of the money advanced, with the fixed rate of interest at the periods mentioned in the bond. It is stipulated, too, 
that the boat shall he considered as belonging to the society until the whole amount of the instalment is fully -paid up, when 
the boat becomes the property of the party or crew. The bond is then fully discharged, and this constitutes their title- 
deed to the property.” The boats increased from one to fifty-seven, costing £324, and the accounts were kept with 
remarkable clearness and accuracy by Mr. Adam. Dr. Fletcher laboured and preached for several summers on behalf of 
the society, and as he had originated, so he identified himself with, the enterprise. How enthusiastically ho threw himself 
into it may bo seen iu the following letter addressed to the Edinburgh Board of Directors : — 

AND BeSPKCTED FrIENDS, — 

“ 1 congratulate you on the continuance and progressive improvement of our excellent patriotic Institution, 
and on the immense benefits which hundreds are deriving at this moment from our Society, who otherwise must have 
Ixsen sunk into the lowest depths of destitution and suffering. Let us lift our hearts up to ‘ Britain't God,' in whose 
goodness this scheme originated, and to whom alone wo would trace all its numerous blessings. 

‘‘ Allow me to express my joy and thankfulness that you are continuing so steadfast in supporting the interests and in 
promoting the prosperity of our noble enterprise. Your hearts cannot fail to be elated with emotions of delight when you 
think of the domestic bliss you are instrumental, under Providence, of diffusing among so many families in our fitt- 
distant Western Isles. 

“ I must also congratulate you and myself on the preservation of the life and activity of our indefatigable and zealous 
Secretary, who works our Society so admirably, and to whose experienced skill the present prosperity of our Institution 
may he so justly attributed. 

“ By Divine permission, I intend visiting Scotland in next'July, to remain six weeks, to preach every Sabbath, and 
hold public meetings dming the week, for promoting our important cause. Very strongly I would recommend applications 
to Ministers of all denominations, and continued applications to Noblemen and Landed Proprietors, to become. Subscribers 
to the Institution. 

“We can now place before them solid, stdstantial fads, most abundant and encouraging. We present before them no 
tJieory : we present demonstreUwe reality! We come before them with the < lavreh ' of a successfal, triumphant experiment 1 

“ That an increasing blessing may accompany your praiseworthy efforts, is the earnest prayer of yours most faithfully, 
“Enfield, London, N., Feb. 1, 1868.” “Aiax Tubichib. 

The enterprise, which was to extend beyond Skye, prospered for a time, but was gradually brought to an end# It 
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«tB^ «aid Ik^M. I&stalmonto to the amount of £212 were paid by the boatmen, and the last boot waa given in 
1868 . But the fii^men’a interest began to fiag— some paid up in full— others only partially, and some not at all. 
Perhaps they oonld not pay $ fcnr there had been a series of bad seasons i and the herring fishery for som*' years hod bee' 
entire Mure. IDie soheme thus came to- an unexpopted termination ; and the few pounds yet lying in the bank, ate 
the nuKnorud of Dr. Fletcher^s overflowing kindness and seal.* 

And thus fi>r nigh fifty years did Dr. Fletcher labour in London— preaching, visiting, catechising, addressing Sabbath 
aifiiools, travelling to many places in order to preach to the young, engaging in all kinds of philanthropic labours, ever 
ready to assist in any good work — the friend of the friendless especially from the North, and of criminals in Newgate 
condemned to die, and now and then sending from the press books meant for juvenile instruction, and to help individual 
and family devotion. Fifty years of such industry! what moulding of soul — what spiritual strength imparted— what 
revival of God’s work in many a spirit— what comfort imparted to many a death-bed— what seeds sown in so many 
youthftil hearts to bear fruit in after-life. Fifty years of this assiduous and unwearied labour 1 ilic dew of early youth, 
manhood, and age devoted to it. All honour to the labourer, and to the grace which kept him up and brought him 
through. His motto— the utterance of a grateful heart — was, “ Having obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, 
testifying both to small and to great,” “ yet not I, but the grace of God which was in mo.” A life of uncommon physical 
health, spent in such work, claimed, towards its close, some memorial of its activity. Those who know him in earlier years 
had many of them passed away, but there were many surviving who had known him in the meridian of his splendour, 
and eiyoyed the calm lustre of his setting. As the jubilee of his pastorate drew near, various plans were proposed by his 
friends for its celebration. As a fitting memorial, it was proposed to raise funds to build schools to bo called the “ Fletcher 
Schools.” Some hundreds of pounds were subscribed, but the object has not as yet been carried out; the “ Fletcher 
Jubilee Memorial” fund still lies unemployed. A public meeting also was held after his death, under the presidency of 
Samuel Morley, Esq., and was addressed by Mr. Binney, Prof. Lorimer, and Dr. Edmond, but the project then so warmly 
advocated of building Day, Infant, and Sunday schools, to bo named after the prince of preachers to the young, has not 
been as yet completed. 

Dr. Fletcher had been through life a robust man. His strength, indeed, had not been often tasked with that intel- 
lectual toil which wears out the nervous system, and brings down the strongest to premature exhaustion. He had not 
been a deep plodder in the night-watches, nor was his countenance “ sicklied o’er with the pale cast of thought,” 
But his work had been continuous, and the strain upon him, if not tense, was enduring. Age, too, was coming to tell ujwn 
him at length, and the strong man began to bow. But still he hold up and did his work. His discourses growing moro 
solemn and subdued, failed somewhat in their fire, though it now and then flashed up as of yore. Still it was hoped 
that he might eiyoy his approaching jubilee. But an attack of bronchitis in spring weakened him, and never wholly left 
him, and in his weakness dropsy supervened. In February, 1860, he preached his farewell sermon. Not that he intended 
it to be a farewell sermon, but it proved to be his lost great public discourse ; nay, as Providence graciously willed it, it was 
addressed to three thousand children in Surrey Chapel, where nigh half a century before Rowland Hill had brought him to the 
same work, and he had learned from the experiment where his “great strength lay.” Preaching to a juvenile audience had 
been his chosen atid favourite work through life, and his chief instrument of doing good. His heart and tongue had been 
always in it, and he ended where he began, with the same service and in the same place. Ere he laid him down to die, 
ho had thus completed his cycle, “ fulfilled his course.” The Sabbath had ever been the day of his power and enjoyment 
Its early hours had been seasons of devout and hopeful preparation ; and just as the bells of Clapton parish church ceased 
ringing for morning service, 80th September, his spirit winged its mysterious way to the choirs and melodies of the uppar 
sanctuary and the unending Sabbath, there to see the face and hear the approving welcome of the Master, whoso, commission, 
“ Feed my lambs,” it had always been his delight, through grace, to obey. On the evening of the previous Saturday he had 

* It may amuse our readers to read the list of boats provided in 185S— many of the boats being named after contributors, or after great and good men :•*- 
Boats by tub Bocibtt for tub Bblxbf amd KucovRAOBicaMT of tub FisUBiiMBN m thb Highlands and Islands of Sootland.-^I. The 

Flying Fish. 2. The Lydia. 3. The Jessie. 4. The Three Bisters. 6 , The Dora. 6. The Good Luck. 7. The Two Sisters. 8. The Juvenile. 9. The 
Friends. 10. The Two Sons. 11. The Anne. 12. The "Janet. 13. The Eliza. 14. The Janet (No. 2). } 6 . The McDouall. 16. Tbo Friends (No. 

17. The Swan. 18. The Lady Olivia. 19. The Sir John Fakington. 20. The Lady Hill. 2i. The EJdward Bird. 22. The Isabella Bird. 23. The Sta^« 

24. The Boourer Ferry Boat. 2d. The Henrietta Bird. 26. The Kate. 27. The Good Luck (No. 2). 28. The Alexander Fletcher. 20. The Bwilt 

80. The Mary Stewart. 31. The Kate (No. 2). 32. The Mary Anne. 33. The Three Sisters (No. 2). 84. The Flora. 35. The Friends (No. 3), 36, Tim 

Brotikers* 87. T^e Flora (No. 2). 88. The CSmstie. 89. The Qhriitie (No. 2). 40. The Lord of the Isles. 41. The Padlock. 42. The Macleod. 13. 
The Ohiiholm. 44. The Charles Maclde. 45. The City of Edinburgh 46. The Legh Bichmond. 47. The City of Glasgow. 48. The Peggy. 49.' Thi 
Tuvenile (No. 2). 50. Hie Margaret. 51. The Annabella. 52. The Florence Nightingale. 53. The Thomas Cook. 54. The Bonnio Dundee. 

Boats to BB ButLT.«-The Duke of Buodeu^. The Duke of Argyll. Sir Henry Havelock. Sir Colin Campbell. The John Brown. The BatpSi 
TheAittluet, TIm Mli^biogh The Anae ICiddlston. IhtM'Gavin. TheOilflUan. The Duncan Mackixday. The BobeiiHeidmtxi^ 

The George Johnson. 
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offorod np a remarkable prayer for the church, and for several individuals dear to him. iie had not spoken much or often 
about death, but all his utterances showed his perfect preparation for it. What he uttered was mostly in the langua^^ of 
devotion ; and even when under the influence of opiates, his wandering words were about Divine truths and hopes. During 
the week before his decease, ho talked freely and calmly of his convictions, revealing fully the firm foundation of his 
hopes. “ I hove been brought to the verge of death, but I have derived unspeakable enjoyment from those beautiftil 
words, ‘ There is a river the streams whereof make glad the city of Qod, the holy place of the tabernacle of the M.ost 
High.’ " Afterwards he said, “ We should all offer up most earnest prayer that those who are concerned about their 
souls should become truly reconciled to God, and especially that those who are more concerned about the world should bo 
convinced of their folly ; and oh ! what folly it is to be so concerned about this world in which they are to be for so short 
a time!” Again, “Let there be no gloomy Christianity. We should not be alwa3'8 thinking of the infinite justice of 
God without remembering His equally infinite mercy. God is already reconciled, and waits desiring that we should be 
reconciled to Him.” Under the impression that the next day was the Sabbath, he presented on earnest prayer that 
many souls might be converted, and that the service of the day might be crowned with signal blessing; and then. with 
touching solemnity and faltering tones he pronounced the benediction which had been so often uttered by him in rich 
and solemn cadence : — “ The grace of the Lord Jesus, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be 
with you all. Amen.” May it prove a prophetic blessing to all who heard it ! Thus he passed away. 

** Sure the lost exid 

Of the good man is peace ; how calm his exit : 

Night dews &11 not more softlj^ to the ground, 

Nor weary wom-out winds expire more eoft. ^ 

Behold him in the evening tide of life — . 

A life well spent, whose early care it was 
His riper years should not upbraid his green. 

By unpcrceived degrees he wears away, 

Yet, like the sun, seems larger at his sotting.” 


The funeral took place on Monday, October 8 . The service was conducted in a chapel near to Abney Park Cemetery, 
the place of interment. Mr. Binney, of the Weigh House Chapel, conducted the devotions. Hundreds of children were 
present in the meeting, and the service began with the following hymn ; — 

** Hear what the voice from heaven proclaims,” &c. 


Mr. Binney then read selected portions of the Divine Word bearing on mortality, and setting out the hopes beyond 
the grave. Ho then delivered a striking address, in the course of which he said : — 

“•Yet, dear brethren, we cannot proceed to fulfil the last duties that we owe to the consecrated dust of a laborious and 
eminent man of God without referring a little to him — not to glorify him, but to magnify that grace which made him 
what he was. . 

“Yon all know, probably, that he had the great blessedness of being born of pious parentage. And it is a great 
thing to be the children of the good — a great thing to be the offspring of God-fearing parents — to be trained up ‘ in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord.’ We have reason to believe that Divine principles were early implanted, and Divine 
life early manifested in him. He was culled of God early, as we believe, by His grace ; and then he was further called 
to the ministry of the Word. You know his historj' — as a very young man coming to this great metropolis, and almost 
instantly occupying a largo space in the public eye, preaching at a place of worship which some of us can remember, 
and respecting the history of which I know an incident which nobody else knows. I had two respectable, worthy women, 
members of my congregation, both of whom are now dead. They were at one time living next to this old place of worship 
in Miles’s Lane. They were not religious, they were respectable, but worldly, and would not have gone into a Presbyterian or 
Nonconformist place of worship for the world. But they wished to hear the singing in the chapel, and by opening 
the windows they could hejr it, and also something that was said. And listening to what they heard, the utterances 
came upon them, accompanied by the power of God, and impressed their minds, leading them to feel and to inquire, and 
they ultimately became devoted servants of God, spiritual, converted women, and united, themselves with the church, 
but subsequently came under my care. This interesting fact occurred to my mind when I thought of the place which our 
friend first occupied when ho came to London, though that happened previous to his coming. 

. “ Every one of you knows how for so many years our friend held on his course ; how he went on from strength to 
strength, and in maturity of character aud virtue, and amidst surrounding and general respect, finished his oour^, 
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haviag kept the faith, and, by Qod'a grace, felt that he was ready to be offered. And we are here to-day, all of ufl, to 
testify to the respect we entertain for his character, and the feeling with which we cherish his memory. 

He was called of God^ to do a great work, especially in relation to the young. Marvellous power, wonderftd 
aptitude, a talent rising into genius, he had for addressing himself to the young mind, and multitudes— numbers, I 
suppose, that we can hardly venture to mention— of young souls have received impressions of the truth from his lips, and 
have hod the seed sown by his hand in their hearts ; and, by God^s blessing, the seed has taken root and sprung up, and 
is now developing itself in many a Christian character. A gonial, loving, amiable man, our brotlier was— catholic-spirited, 
ready for service at any time, and always manifesting his brotherly feelings, and his readiness to engage in any good 
work. As a neighbour in the city, I can speak of him so. We almost always reckoned upon him at the Annual Meeting 
of our Juvenile Missionary Society. Ho was an institution with us for that occasion. Wo should have hardly felt the 
meeting to be complete without the venerable form and the loving voice of our friend, Dr. Fletcher. The young people, 
especially, were always glad and liappy to sec him, and to hear his racy remarks. A loving, brotherly, neighbourly 
Christian man was the friend wlioin we inter this day. 

It will bo for my friend, Dr. Macfarlane, on Sunday morning, to appeal to you— most of whom, I suppose, are of our 
deceased brother’s church and congregation — in relation to the use you have made of the instructions which you have heard 
from his lips ; whether you have deei)ly pondered the fact of the many prayers and supplications which he offered for your 
souls ; for he was a devout man. I believe that ho poured out his soul in prayer for his people much, and that the service which 
he rendered in the Christian community, by his books of devotion, is but the representation of a devout spirit which was 
often before the throne of God, making intercessions and supplications for you. And as he lived he died. Almost his 
last words were prayer ; and prayer, not so much for himself, as intercession for you, the members of his flock and 
charge. There is a solemn thought in this. Those lips can pray no more. We do not pray to the dead; we do not 
pray for the dead ; we do not believe that the dead can pray for us. The prayers of the servant of God are ended, 
and the last petition from his lips that could go to the throne for you has ascended. Let these things come upon your 
hearts. I believe there are some of his church and charge that will feel thoughts like those : and the little ones, the 
children and young persotis, I doubt not will remember and lay to heart many of those beautiful instructions and vivid 
illustrations of divine truth which have been addressed to them, 

^^Now, dear brethren, let us prepare to go to the lost duty that we owe to the dead. But who are the dead? Not 
hero [pointing to the coffin], as we think. Our brother is more alive now than ever ho was ; more full of life, understands 
better what it is to live than wo think, having entered into the world of life, and blessedness, and joy. 

“ The dead is not before you. The dead may be round about. The dead may be here, there, yonder I Dear brethren, 
there is a more fearful thing than lying in the coffin, for the sacred dust will bo taken into the keeping of the Master, while 
it is true — ‘ Absent from the body, present with the Lord.’ There is nothing fearful in this ; but there is something 
fearful in being dead to God, dead in sin, without spiritual life, without God, without Christ I 

Our dear brother was so intimately associated with children, that it seems appropriate that ih this service the voices 
of the children should be heard, as associated with his memory. Tlio children will now sing one or two verses of the 
hymn, ^ Around the throne of God in heaven,^ &o.” 

Prayer having been offered, the procession was again formed, and the body was deposited in the tomb. Another 
brief prayer followed ; and, as the large assembly was dispersing, the children sang several other hymns, and as they 
crowded to look into the grave, it was remarked that the tears of not a few fell upon the coffin which contained all that was 
left on earth of the Children’s Friend.” 

His tombstone bears the following just and simple inscription : — 

« SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF 

THB 

REV. ALEXANDER FLETCHER, D.D., 

OF FINSBURY CHAPEL, 

LONDOK. 

BORN APRIL 11, 1787. 

DIED SEPTEMBER 30, 1800. 

xmccTien by his chttbch and congbk&ation in oratrplIi 

lUKMRlIBBANCS OP PXFTY-POmi YRABS’ PAITHTTL MINlBTilY. 


*THB CHILDBKN’S 
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The funeral sermon was preached on the following Sabbath by the Rev. John Macfarlane, LL.D. ; then .p£ Glsa^nWi 
but now of the Presbyterian Church, Clapham. The large building was crowded in every part. The pulpit and fktnt of 
the galleries were draped in black cloth and crape, and a large proportion of ^e- congregation wore mourning. The text 
was John v. 35 — He was a burning and a shining light.” The immense audience hung on the preacher’s lips to the 
close of a discourse which occupied nearly one hour and a half in delivery. It was afterwards published, and oohtains— 
besides an able and striking exposition of the text — a masterly analysis, and a beautiful and discriminative appreciation 
of Dr. Fletcher’s public and private character, work, and life. 

In a 2 )p(iaranoe. Dr. Fletcher was tall, stately, and well-proportioned — “ beantiiul to look on.” He never laid aside the 
Scottish accent, though its Doric tones were greatly softened in his gentle and mellifluous utterances. He was twice 
married ; first, in 1830, to Martha, widow of H. W. Lambirth, Esq., and daughter of T. F. English, of Booking, Essex — the 
representative of an old Nonconformist family. Mrs. Fletcher died in 1843 ; and her only daughter by her first husband, 
tlie wife of J. A. Hardcastlc, M.P. for Bury St. Edmund’s, died as these sheets were passing through the press. 
Dr. Fletcher married, in 1845, Lydia, daughter of Richard Baynes, Esq., of Rayne Lodge, near Braintree, Essex. The 
one surviv. ng child of the marriage is Alexandrina, born in 1852. While her widowed mo^er and herself fondly cherish 
the memory .-'f the best of husbands and fathers, may they epjoy the heritage which, on his dying bed, he so often and so 
earnestly imj lored for them. 

Dr. Fletcher, as this brief record of his life proves, was no ordinary man. His characteristic talent was neither intellect, 
imagination, metaphysical power, nor theological erudition, in predominance ; but his mind was clear and vigorous, without 
being subtle or profound, and his fancy supplied him easily with striking, but not gorgeous, illustration. His mental 
energy showed itself in sound and excellent thought, which was lucidly and warmly expressed. He shunned the tran- 
scendental, or rather, it had no attractions for him, and through his long career he was engrossed with the useful. His mind 
concerned itself with every-day life. The only aspects of truth which he loved were those which bore directly on men’s 
best interests. He had no sympathy with mere speculation of any kind. He loved the “ old paths,” and would not leave 
them even for a survey of surrounding scenery. He had enjoyed excellent culture, especially in theology, and ho profited 
by it. With classic English literature he was quite familiar, and had great relish for it. His own stylo was easy and 
telling, but he followed no model ; out of the abundance of liis heart ” his mouth spake and his pen wrote. He uttered 
what he had to say in distinct, lucid diction, with nothing spasmodic or redundant about it. He was not dryly didactic. on the 
one hand, nor did he lose himself in turgid verbosity on the other. His habits of study were systematic and orderly; so that, 
(unidst numerous distractions, he made the most of his time. With many interruptions, he persevered in his quiet ways • 
of reading and meditation, and strove against those desultory habits of thought and composition to which his fame in the 
metropolis necessarily exposed him. In a word, his power lay in projecting; advocating, and carrying out practical schemes. 
His whole soul went out into his pleading for such efforts. His nature was stirred by the view of ignorance and degra- 
dation ; and, as he mused, “ the fire burned,” missionary and philanthropic enterprises filled his spirit with zeal and 
prayer, and gave ardour and eloquence to his pleading for the advancement of religion at homo and abroad — the emanci- 
pation of the slave — the enlightenment of Popish districts — the Christian instruction of prisoners, — and especially, os 
first and last and paramount in claim and value, the godly upbringing of the young ; for truly he felt that — 

A flower when oflered in tho bud 
la no yarn aacrifioe/’ 

Dr. Fletcher was gentle and lovely in character — at once courteous and conscientious. There was a winning blandness 
in his very tones ; there was no element of hauteur in his nature — no bitterness in his heart or words. His open face 
beamed with universal love. Accessible to all, and glowing “ with social tenderness for all mankind,” he rejoiced in his own 
inner circle of friends. He could not say stinging words; his humour had no gdl In it. He was always loath to 
accuse and unwilling to condemn. For some one censured ho would ingeniously invent an apolog}', if it could not be 
readily found. In his own home, ho was an affectionate husband and parent — the model of a true Christian gentleman. 
He was “ given to hospitality,” and his genial nature shed delight and cheerfulness over his board. 

In his prenching he was evangelical in the bestr sense: he preached the Gospel in tho spirit of tho Gospel. Oh, how 
he longed for the salvation of souls I This longing was no superficial or evanescent sentiment, which he might utter with 
folded arms, as he reclined in an easy chair ; it was an early passion with him, and its impulse never subsided. What 
earnestness of spirit as he besought men in Christ’s stead — what solemn warnings that made them tremble, and tender 
appeals that moved them to tears — what mighly wrestling with souls and for souls 1 His voice was specially fitted to gentle 
but intense expostulation— -not like tho father, menacing and thundering; but like tho mother, weeping as she is imploring^, 
a perverse child. God’s love to sinners filled his bosom with a similar emotion, as he saw the value of souls in the light of 
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thd'Cross and eternity. Often had he the hononr of speaking ** a word”— felt and remembered as a word — in season 
and tilie word spoken in his tones came with resistless charm. Dr. Fletcher put in no claim to be what is called distinctively 
an intellectnal preacher, nor are his sermons specimens of polished oratory. Ihey have not the depth of Foster, the brilliancy 
of Hall, or the glowmg power of Chalmers. Nor could it be said of him that his discourses were so exhaustive that he 
stripped feather from the quUl, and even the fibre from the feather.” Comparing him with his own denomination in 
London, we may say that there was not so much matter in his sermons as in those of Archibald Hall, nor so much sponta* 
noouB eloquence as in those of Hall’s successor, and his own venerable compeer. Dr. Waugh. Dr. Waugh was a true 
orator, whose discourses were often as devotional as other men’s prayers, and who was so ready, too, that what next to say 
never troubled him, while how to say it was born with him : thought and word leaping into the right place, clause linking 
itself to clause, and imago rising after image, witliout effort or confusion. But Dr. Fletcher could present the charac- 
teristic truth of the Gospel to an ordinary audience in a style the spiritual results of which wore as speedy and sure as with 
any of those preachers. • He was a second edition of Ebenezer Erskine, in simple dignity and evangelical point and fervour; 
lookmg more to the message than to the mode of phrasing it; anxious, as every one felt, that the truth in its living fulness 
should be presented to conscience and heart. In his own sphere, at the same time, ho stood high and apart ; no one came 
near him as a preacher to the young ; his throne had no rival. He has had many followers in the good work ; for, as 
Tennyson says — 

** Most can raise the Howera now, 

For all havo got the seed.** 

His fame filled the empire, and went abroad to many lands. His success was attained by no art. He commanded at 
once an entire assembly of children, — sometimes, at his Christmas sermons, of five thousand of them, — and ho kept their 
attention and their eye to the close. There were no tricks of gesture, no elocutionary artifices, no grimacing, no childish 
prattling, appalling anecdotes, or puerile merry-making ; he was too simple-minded and single-hearted for these follies. 
The scene was as decorous as if no children had been present at all. When the service was over, men often wondered 
what had produced the fascination. There was nothing startling ; yet, when he expounded the parable of the Prodigal^ 
Son, or described some scenes in the life of Jesus, the youngest children in the audience were often moved to tears. The 
secret lay in his affectionate earnestness, which, as it glistened in his eye and quivered in the tones of his voice, caught and 
retained the quick and eager sympathies of children. He relied on the truth itself to produce the result, and was singu- 
larly manly and unaffected, both in his presentation of it and in his affectionate and patient reiteration of it, that it might 
be lodged in the memory. The spirit of his addresses was— “ My little children, of whom I travail in birth again, until 
Christ bo formed in you.” He won his way at once to the children’s hearts, as the dew that is so noiselessly shed over 
garden and field, and, without effort, fills and refreshes every bud and fibre. Ho loved children, was always thinking of 
them, and always praying for them. It was not a fondness which ho put on for the occasion, when he rose to address 
them ; it was the great, the absorbing love of his soul ; an abiding enthusiasm, “ a fire in his bones ” from his boyish 
years ; his first passion and his last, from his twelfth year to his threescore and tenth ; from the village school of Lathones 
to the last great gathering of throe thousand little ones in Surrey Chapel, where he placed the “head-stone” on his life’s 
work, “ with shoutings — ciying, Grace, Grace unto it!” As Dr. Macfarlanc in his funeral sermon justly and. beautifully 
said — 

“ To SCO hundreds of happy and intelligent young faces looking up to him as their teacher in, the trutns of God, to 
enkindle in their little hearts warm love for Jesus, and deep interest in their own salvation, and to be the means of 
bringing one such suckling into the bosom of our Father God, was more than enough to set on fire the fuel that lay upon 
the altar of his compassionate heart. No doubt he hod his eye upon the sublime dinoummt of the whole, upon the rescue 
of their souls from the fangs and dons of vice hero, and their reception at length into heaven ; but what of this ? Is not 
this the very object for which Jesus Himself died, and for which He causes them to die, that they may be for over with 
Him ? In one word. His interest in little children was often triumphant — it was blessed for their conversion. It was 
sometimes a great success. Hundreds still live who praise him for his efforts to induce them to fear God. His spiritual 
children appear every now and then from all quarters of the globe, to pronounce blessings upon his head. And this was 
his grand consolation, that though ho might have to wait long here in order to see the fruit of his labours, ho was certain 
to see it in abundance in the vineyai’d of heaven. I cannot conceive of anything grander, even in heaven, than the * All 
hail ! ’ that bursts from the lips of the ransomed, as they welcome the approach of one who turned them from the error of 
their ways. I only think that a deeper intonation may be given, and higher and more rapturous notes may rise, from the 
children’s choir, as they escort to the King the priest that led them to God. If this be not a triumph, where shall we seek 
fo^ one ? If this be not a reward, where and how has true merit ever met one ? ” 
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Yes, All hail I— the work is oyer— he has gone to his rest and reward, welcomed by the Master amidst the oodlama- 
tions of myriads of children ! 

** Oa yonder shore, to greet him, I saw a shining throng ; ** Now In a robe of glory, and with a starry crown, 

Some just begun their praising, some had been praising long ; 1 saw the weary pilgrim with kings and priests sit down ; ^ 

With joy they bade him welcome, and struck their harps again, With prophets, patriarchs, martyrs, and saints a countless throng, 

While through the heavenly arches peal’d the triumphal strain. ^ He chants his great deliverance in never-ceasing song.*' 

In conclusion, Dr. Fletcher was not only -a busy and continuous preacher, but he was a prolific writer. The following 
is a list of his chief works 

Lictuhes for tms Young; 3 vols., demy ISmo. A serios of upwards of 100 spociolly for use in Sunday-schools ; it was illustrated with wood en- 

ahort discourses intended for children, and originally issued in monthly gravings, and attained a oonsiderahle popularity with the class for 

parts. which it was prepared. 

Trxuhfhs of Faith ; a smaller volume, doflcriptivo of early deaths of two Annual Sbkmons to Childrbn on Christmas Hay.— T hese were usually pub« 
members of his seminary, to whom his ministrations had been signally lished in a cheap form, shortly after their delivery, and mot with a large 

bloBsod. sale. 

Thb Christian Conqueror ; or, the Sinfulness of Scandal ; a work especially Soriftuiub History ; an illustrated work, in two small volumes, in which 
devoted to the reprobation of this sin. tho principal u vents of the sacred narrative are simplified for the use 

Thb Cottager’s Friend; 2 vols., l2mo. ; a monthly periodical, comprising of tho young 

brief discourses ; also hymns and selected matter of a devotional and Scripture Natural History ; 2 vols. ; profusely illustrated with wood 
instructive tendency. ' engravings of a superior description, to which tho author furnished 

The Devotional Family Bible ; a strictly devotional commentary on tho original descriptions, embracing almort» every object in natural history 

Holy Scriptures, in which an endeavour was made to include remarks named in the Bible. 

upon every verse in the sacred books. It extended to two largo quarto The Bible— A Great Exhibition ; a pamphlet brought out at the time of 
volumes, and has boon long out of print. the Exhibition of 1351. 

The Sabbath School Preacher; a monthly publication, which was intended Closet Devotional Exercises for the Young, 1869. 

But his chief work— that by which he is best known— known, indeed, wherever the English language is spoken- 
known in palace, and hall, and cottage— is the “ Guide to Family Devotion, containing a Hymn, a portion of Scripture 
with reflections, and a Prayer, for the Morning and Evening of every day in the year, with an appendix of Prayers and 
Hymns on various subjects.” This quarto of 800 pages has verified its title, for upwards of fifty thousand copies of it 
have been sold, and as many families have made it their Guide. The hymns are quite in harmony with the selections 
from Scripture, while the prayers are solemn and earnest, devout and lowly, rich in unction, and diversified in 
theme. So simple in style arc they, that in their naturalness they feel to one who reads them as the spontaneous efiusions 
of his own soul. Tho children are never forgotten ; there is uniformly a special and emphatic petition for them. It 
would not have been a hook of Dr. Fletcher’s authorship without the constant outcropping of this life-long love for the 
young. Dr. Fletcher succeeded so well in this work because he was eminently a devout man himsolf, who “ walked with 
God.” As an intimate friend of his has said, “ His personal piety, I always considered, was the crown of all his 
excellencies.” His was humble, cheerful, beneficent, and active Christianity. Often was he like the Master “apart” in 
communion and prayer, and often like Him, going about “ doing good.” This brief survey of his long life shows him to 
have been a man specially qualified for his work, and very greatly blessed in it. His genius — tho gift of Him who “ took 
children in His arms and blessed them”- originated and carried out that style of preaching to the young which brought 
him BO much fame, and crowned him with so much usefulness. His work, through pulpit and press, never diverged from 
the one end— the conversion of sinners and tho glory of God. His whole life was a scene which had tho cross in its centre 
and heaven in the distance. In a word, is he not one of those of whom the “ voice from heaven” records, “ They rest from 
their labours, and their works do follow them ?” 

JOHN EADIE. 

13, XiANBDOWNB CrESCENT, GiASOOW. 

Jtm, 1866 . 

P.S.— I beg to return thanks to the Bev. Dr. Smith for the communications found in the previous pages ; to tho 
Bev. Mr. Bedpatb, for some interesting contributions ; and to the Bev. Mr. Blur of Dunblane, from whose researches the 
life of the elder Fletcher has been to a great extent gleaned.— J.E. 



FAMILT DEVOTIONS. 


FIEST 'WEEK.— WEST? SABBATH MOENING OP 
THE YEAE. 

THB MOBTBOVS AND THE WICKED. 

JPcwTf* Wcanham, c. as. 

r TILEST is tho xoan who shuns tho place 
^ Where siimors love to meet ; 

Who fears to tread their wicked ways, 

And hates the scoffer's seat : 
d But in the statutes of the Lord 
Has placed his chief delight ; 

By day he reads or hears the Word, 

And meditates by night. 

0 Green os the leaf, and over fair. 

Shall his profession shine, 

While fhiits of holiness appear 
Like dusters on the vine. 

WATTB, />#. h 

PSALM I. 

Hoppineit of the Godly and Mitery of (he Wicked, 

"DLESSED is the man that waUceth not in the counsel of 
the imgodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor 
sitteth in the seat of the scornful : 

2' But his delight is in the law of the Lord ; and in liis 
law doth he meditate day and night. 

3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, 
that bringeth forth his fmit in his season : his leaf also shall 
not wither ; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

4 The ungodly are not so ; but are like the chaff which the 
wind driveth away. 

6 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, 
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 

6 For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous : but the 
way of the imgodly shall perish. 

PSALM TI. 

Prosperity of ChrUCt Kingdom, 

T^HY do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain 
thing? 

2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
coimsel together against the Lord, and against his Anointed, 
saying, 

3 Let us break their bands astmder, and cast away their 
cords from us. 

4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord 
shall have them in derision. 

5 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath : and vex 
them in his sore displeasure. 

6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. 

7 I will declare the decree ; the Lord hath said unto me. 
Thou art rm Son j this day have I begotten thee. 

8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession. 

9 Thou ^alt break them with a rod of iron j thou shalt 
dash them m pieces like a potter's vessel. 

10 Be wise now, therefeafe, O ye kings : be instructed, ye 

judges of the earth. ^ 

^uri^xoirs uro» Ps4u i.*— Let sinners tremble, for there is a 
melmcholy progress in sin I Happy are they who are delivered 
g ambit s ^ dmpjniom Sweetsr than honey are tho emoyments of 
ttnnn^ed piety. Lovely lathe vetdure, and abundant the fruitful- 
■s|s of grsos. 0, how fUghttbl the aitustion of graceleas souls at 


the day of death ! by the storms of wrath they ate driven into ilm 
frimace of endless woe ' Child of God, rejoice in thy lofty prxri- 
logej^ and bright hopes of eternal glory ! 

Bkflsctioks upon Psalh u. — ^Who can conceive the infatuation 
of sin ! Though its servants are only worms of the dust, it leads 
them forth to £ght with Omnipotence. Impenitent sinuers, lay 
down the weapons of your rebcUion against God ! O, how can you 
boar the with^ing derision of an offended Jehovah ! Blessed Jesus, 
thy mediatorial tlmno is loftier than the tlironos of archangels, and 
thy mediatorial reign shall overspread tho earth, and last for over. 
Miserable are they who resist thmo authority, while a diadem of 
blessings shall for ever encircle tho brow of those who bow befoie 


thy sceptre. 


PRAYER. 


"OATHER, Son, and Holy Ghos-, one God, thou alone art 
the hearer of prayer, and the object of relipous hotnag|e. 
We draw near to thy mercy-seat, aa a worshipping family, in 
the name of Jesus, on the morning of the first Sabbath of a 
new year. Holy spirit, inspire us with solemnity, humility, 
and confidence, in our approach to the gracious tlirone of our 
God, and our Father in Christ. O Lord, thy name is holy 
and reverend, and thou art infinitely worthy to receive glory, 
and honour, and power ; for thou hast created all things, and 
for thy pleasure they are and were created. Lord, we adore 
thee as the God of salvation, and as the God of our salvation. 

Wc confess that we are siunerB. O humble us in tho dust 
because of oui sinfulness. Our souls and our bodies are pol- 
luted by the leprosy of sin. Holy Spirit, mercifully wash away 
the vile polluting stain. O do thou wash us, aud tnen wo shall 
be clean. Lecply impress on our hearts the word of life we 
have now read. Make us righteous. Preserve us from the 
counsel, the maxims, the ways, and the example of the ungodly. 

O Jesus, thou art the King of Zion ; mei*cifully reign in oiu* 
hearts ; reign in the midst of us as a family ; reign in these 
lands of our nativity, and reign gloriously over all the nations 
of the earth. Take to thyself thy great power, and reign. 

We thank our God for the mercies of the night, and for 
preserving us during the past year : truly, goodness and merqr 
nave followed us from its oommencement to its dose. O let 
the sins of the year be pardoned, and the events of the year be 
sanctified. Let the mercies of the year excite our love, our 
gratitude, and praise. Graciously prepare our minds for the 
solemnities and engagements of this day. As it is the first 
Sabbath of a new year, may it be the blessed harbinger of all 
those Sabbaths that are to follow. May the ministers of truth 
be filled with the Holy Ghost this day. May they be enabled 
to deliver the messages of peace, with simplicity, boldness, 
fidelity, and love. Teach them to deliver the threatenings of 
thy law, that slumbering consciences may be aroused ; and to 
deliver the invitations of thy gospel, that rebel hearts may be 
captivated and allured. 

Bless all in authority over us. Teach them to bow in bumble 
submission at Jesus' feet. 

Comfort those who are prevented by affliction from entering 
thy courts. Let the chamber of suffering prove a sanctuary 
of mercy. 

O let the children and domestics qf the family be the loving 


eMects of a compassionate Saviour, 

Most merdful God, hear our prayer, for Jesus' sake. And 
to the Father, Sou, and Holy Ghost be ascribed the kingdom, 
power, and glory, for ever. Amen. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, &c. 

a 1 



HBST WEEK.~SABBATH BVBNINa " 


JUniEHBSEXNO THE WJlY OOD BAB LED« 

Magtktlme, ImUm* i» v* 

1 ^HTJS far thB Lord hath led me on, 

A Thus far his pow’r prolongs my days ; 

And ev*ry ev’ning shall make known 
Borne fresh memoriul of his grace. 

2 I lay my body down to sleep, 

Peace is the pillow for my liead ; 

While well-appointed angels keep 
Their watchful stations round my bed. 

3 In vain the sons of earth or hell 
Toll me a thousand flightful things ; 

My God in safety makes me dwell 
Beneath tho shadow of his wings. 

Flbtchxa’s Collect. 163, 

PSALM III. 

TheBecurity of Ood*i Protection, 

T ORD, how are they increased that trouble me ? many are 
they that rise up against me. 

2 Mauy there be which say of my soul, There is no help for 
him in God. Selah. 

3 But thou, O Loan, art a shield for me ; my glory, and 
the lifter-up of mine head. 

4 I cried unto the Lord with my voice, and he heard me 
out of his holy hill. Selah. 

5 I laid me down and slept ; I awaked ; for the Lord sus- 
tained me. 

6 I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people that have 
set themselves against me round about. 

7 Arise, 0 Lord ; save me, O my God : for thou hast 
smitten all mine enemies upon the cheek-bone; thou hast 
broken tho teeth of the ungodly. 

8 Salvation helongeth imto the Lord : thy blessing is upon 
thy people. Selah. 

PSALM IV. 

Oo(Vi Fawivri, 

TTEAR me when I call, O God of my i^htcousncss : thou 
hast enlarged me when I was in distress ; have mercy 
upon me and hear my prayer. 

2 O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into 
shame ? hmv long will ye love vanity and seek after leasing ? 
Selah. 

8 But know that the Lord hath set apart him that is godly 
for himself: the Lord will hear when I call xmto him. 

4 Stand in awe, and sin not; commune with your own 
heart upon your bed, and be still. Selah. 

5 Offer the sacrifices of righteousness ; and put your trust 
in the Lord. 

6 Th^e be many that say, Who will sliow us any good? 
Lord, lift thou up the light erf thy countenance upon us. 

7 Thou h^t put gladness in my heart, more than in the 
time that their com and their wine increased. 

8 I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep : for thou, 
Lord, only makest me dwell in safety. 

RKFi.r.cTTONs rroK Fsalh in.— King David was an illustrious type 
of King Jesus. Numerous were the enemies of David when he fled 
from Jerusalem, before his son Absalom ; and numerous were the 
enemies of Jesus, when he was led from Jerusulom to Calvary. 
Wljat was said of David, was said of Jesus, in derision, when sus- 
pended to the cross ; fie trusted in God, let him deliver him now 
if he will have him.’’ As David was lifted up from the depth of 
801 T 0 W 8 to his throne, Jesus was lifted from tho grave to highest 
heavms. ^ Like David, when Jesus was a stranger on earth, he* inade 
supplicatiop to God ^tli strong crying. As David ^ept secure on 
the l^som of mercy, in the time of great suffering, Jesus fell sweetly 
asleep on the or&s, in full confldenoo of a glorious resuirection, 
which could not be prevented by tho united efforts of earth ^nd hell. 


When God ariM in bis justiee, in answer to the prayer of fbiG^ ' 
what an awf^destitiption awaits the eimmios(9f tho OEurdh! There 
is no saviour Bko God! for when he saves, none can destroy; and 
when he destroys, none can save. < 

BmnuBonovs urojr Fsaim it.— Gracious deliveranoes in past time 
encourage the saints to continued earnestness in prayer, ^ Great is 
enmity of the wicked agmnst the ri|^teou 0 , but their interest in 
God’s favour and protection is infinitely more than a recompense ftre 
all that man may do unto them. A profound reverence of God, holy 
meditations, spiritual sacrifioos, ana confidence in tho Host High, 
are a blessed preventive of sin. They who forsake God in seeking 
happiness, prefer the salt desert to the living fountain. Unsanotificia 
wealth is a gilded curse — it is a sweet and on inebriating deadly 
poison ; while true religion gives joy, safety, and peace. It present 
the foretastes of heaven, and prepares for the full enjoyment of 
celestial bliss. 


PRAYER. 

H eavenly Father, we u^ould now, with humility and 
confidence, approach thy throne of grace, in the name of 
Christ. Tliou art tlie God of our salvation ; we desire, there- 
fore, to trust, and not to be afraid. 0 look down upon im with 
smiles of forgiving love, and show compassion to a familj 
bowing prostrate before thy mercy-scat. 

Fill us with holy penitence when we remember that thou art 
our omniscient God. Our hearts, our conversation, and lives 
are naked and open before thee. O Lord, thou hast searched 
and known us. Thou compasscst our path and lying down, 
and art acquainted witli all our ways ; for there is not a word 
in our tongue, but lo ! O Lord, thou knowost it altogether. 
Lord, we confess our sinfulness and guilt : in thy great mercy, 
blot out all our transgressions, through tlie boundless merit of 
our Saviour’s blood. 

Blessed God, wc thank thcc for the Sabbath-day, tbe best of 
all the week ; for the Bible, the treasure of eternal truth ; for 
the saiictuary, where the Khig is seen in liis beauty ; and for 
the yninisters of the gospel, who are the heralds of eternal 
truth. O suffer us not to die in the contempt and abuse of 
privileges so great. 

We praise thee that the gospel of our Saviour has been pro- 
claimed by thousands, and beartl by tens of thousands, this day. 
Holy Spirit, breathe upon the incorruptible seed which has been 
sown on many hearts : O cause- thine iufiucnees copiously to j 
descend, and let an abundant harvest of spiritual fruit follow. | 
Lord, we plead' for an increasing descent of the Spirit u^n j 
the bearers of tbe gospel, and fo}* an extensive revival of I 
unfeigned piety in our withered churches. Those who have 
been convinced of sin this day, may their convictions be soon 
followed by conversion. Those who have been converted this 
day, O bless them with rapid improvement in every grace, and 
make them distinguished blessmgs of tho Christian Church. 
Show pity to such as remain hardened and insensible under a 
preached gospel. Suffer them not^to die till they have fled 
for refuge to Jesus, the sinner’s friend. 

We supplicate the piyine blessing on the word now read. 
Suffer us not to be afraid of the number or strength of our 
enemies. O Jesus, be thou our shield, and then of whom can 
we be afraid ? We rejoice that salvation belongs to our (God ; 
aud as a family may thy richest blessings ever rest upon us. 
Suffer us not to be ensnared by the example of those who love 
and follow after vanity. Instruct us in the profitable lessons 
of meditation and self-examination. Teach ns to prefer piety 
to w^lth, and the prospects of heaven to aU the p^^ing 
luxuries and pleasures of time. 

Bless us as a family, and may the children be the followers • 
of the lowly Jems. 

Now, Lord, may we lie down in peace, and Hear 

this our evening for Jesus’ s^e. Aipem ^ 

Our Father, wnich art in heaven, &c. 


Mfe ko&Trtko. 


^ OBlUlTNiSlit. 

WWi. JTorlxi. u B# 

} TTBio the liotd that raghAc^ 

^ And viowa tho nationa from af&i 
l/et overlaatiniBf (raiaes 6j^ 

And tell how wge hia bounties ate. 

S He that ccth ahako ihe worlds he made, 

Or with his word* or with his rod, 

His gdodness bow amasing groat 1 
And what a obndesoending Ood 1 

Wxtis, Itji A //• 

GENESIS I. 

Creation, 

F the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

2 And the earth was without form, and void ; and dark- 
ness ttfOi upon the face of the deep: and the Spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the waters. 

3 Ana God said, Let there be light : and there was light. 

6 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And the evening and the morning were the 
first day. 

6 And God said, Let there be a firmament in tho midst of 
the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. 

8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And the even- 
ing and the morning were the second day. 

9 And God said. Let the waters imder the heaven be 
gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear : 
and it was so. 

12 And the earth brought forth grass, and lierb yielding 
seed after liis kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was 
in itjjelf, after his kind : and God saw that it was good. 

18 Aiid the evening and the morning were the third day. 

10 And God made two great lights; the greater light to 
rule the day, and tho lesser light to rule the night : he made 
the stars also. 

17 And Gtod set them in the firmament of the heaven to 
give light upon the earth, 

18 And to rule over the day and over the night, and to di- 
vide the light from the darkness : and God saw that it was good. 
19 Ajid the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 
21 Amd God created great whales, and every living creature 
that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after 
their Idnd, and every winged fowl after his kind : and God 
saw that it was good. 

22 And God blessed them, saring, Be fruitful, and multiplv, 
and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. 
23 And the evening and the morning were the fifth day. 

24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living 
. creature after Ids kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast 
of the earth after his kind : and it was so. 

26 And God said, Let us make man in om image, after our 
likeness ; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth. 

27 So God created Inan in his own image : in the image of 
Gk>d created he him : male and female created he them. 


HaviBolrtoKs trpoir Omr. i. — My soul, think and wonder I The 
wisdom of Jehovah contrived the plan of the univem, and the plan 
inriuded every particle of matter of which the universe consists. 0, 
the depth of the lichee of the wisdom of God I His power is equal 
to his wisdom. What his wisdom contrives,, his power aooomplishes. 
At his command light riiines, and the firmament covers the globe os 
a eonorpy of glory. The voice of the Lord is powerful ! ’’ At his 
couimmt^ watm and the dryland separatci and soon the loveliest 
vO;^re and luEUriimce caver pe free m the earth. At his command 
iniAmefUblo orbi of li|^ are Idhdlcd ^in the heavens, and living 
cfcammn suited to thememeats of wa^, earth| and air, teem forth 


in countless myriads. ¥ho Vmce of the Lord is powerfiil. Last of 
all, ★hen the earth is famished as a noble palace, at his command 
man come forth, glorious in exoellenor, and tho very image d! 
his God. The world is given to him as a kingdom, and be is invested 
with sovereign domittion over every living thing. My soul, see in 
this creation the emblem of a second, when by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, a now heaven and a new earth shall arise, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness. Blessed are they whose souls are tho subjects of a 
second creation. They sliall reflect the glory of the divine perfections 
with greater splendour than countless stars will sparkle in tho sky. 

PRAYER. 

^ THOU who art the Creator of the universe and the God 
" of salvation, we appear befbre thy throne of grace to pre- 
sent our morning sacrifice in the name of Jesus. God the 
Father, we adore thee in thy creating power. Thou host 
fomidcd tho earth upon the seas, and the heavens are tlie work 
of thy fingers. God tho Son, we adore thee in thy creating 
power. All things were made by thee, and without thee was 
not any thing made that was marie. Holy Spirit, we adore 
thee in thy creating power. Thou didst move upon the face 
of the waters; thou hast garnished the heavens, and hast 
given them their sparkling glory. 

Triune Jehovah, we praise thee for creating us at first 
intelligent, holy, and blessed. Glory to thy name that thou 
hast given us a place among thy rational creatures, and that 
our souls are impressed with immortality. 

Lord, open our eyes to admire thy glorious creation. When 
wo look upon thy works, may this be the language of our 
wondering souls : 0 Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy 

name in all the earth 1” And when we lift up our eyes to 
the heavens, may we acknowledge with deep humility, What 
is man that thou art mindful of him, or the son of man tliat 
thou visitest him ? 

Praise to our God that there is a second creation, more 
glorious than the first. O, we adore that wisdom which con- 
trived a plan of salvation, by which our fallen race might be 
created anew in Christ Jesus. We would rejoice that thy 
glorjr is displaved in the first creation ; but we would greatly 
rejoice that all thine attributes are far more wondrously dis- 
played in redemption, the second creation. We thank thee 
that the tidings of redemption have reached our ears, and that 
from our earliest days we have listened to the jovful sound. 
In thy sovereignty this privilege has been withheld from 
others, but in thy merev it has been granted to us. Even so. 
Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight. 

We thank thee for thy providential care during the past 
night, and that we are now surrounding the domestic altar in 
comfort and in peace. We thank thee for continuing with us 
the invaluable blessings of life, health, and reason. O teach 
us to pity those from whom the blessings of licaJfh and of 
reason are withdrawn. Merciful Sariour, pity them ! We thank 
OUT God for tho Bible, the means of grace, the mercy-seat, the 
hopes of heaven ; but above all the rest, we thunk our God 
for Jesus, thine tmspeakable gift, O, whuc can we render to 
the Lord, for such undeserved mercies as these I 

O Lori, we supplicate thy salvation. While we pray for 
temporal mercies, we would most earnestly plead for spmtual 
blessings. Make every memb^ of this family the subject of 
a new creation. O give us the imperishable honour, of being 
the spiritual workmanship of our God. 

Make the children new creatures. 0, bestow upon them and 
all our household, the loveliness of grace ! 

We are entering on another week ; prepare ns tor its duties, 
its comforts, and its crosses. This day may we walk with 
theo. Merdftdly answer our prayers for our dear Redeemer's 
sake. Amen. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, foa 

12 a 


FIRST WEEK-— MONDAY BVENINO. 


AKOIET.B nrNlSHBB AND KAN BATND. 
OftamoiitA Aim*#. 

1 TlOWN headlong fh)m their native ekies 
A' The rebel angels fell, 

And tliunderbolts of Homing wrath 
Pursued them down to hell. 

2 Down from the top of earthly bliss 

Bebellious man was hurled ; 

And Jesus stooped beneath the grave, 

To reach a sinking world. 

3 0 love of infinite degree ! 

JJnmeosurable grace ! 

Must heaven’s etomal darling die 
To save a traitorous race ? 


Watw, 96, P. Ih 


MATTHEW I. 


Birik of ChriiU 

•TIHE book of the generation of Jesus Clirist, the son of 
David, the son of Abraham. 

17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are four- 
teen generations ; and from David until tlie carrying away into 
Babylon are fourteen generations ; and from the carrying away 
into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations. 

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise : When 
as his mother Marv was espoused to Joseph, before they came 
together, she was /ound with child of the Holy Ghost. 

19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just mariy and not 
willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her 
away privily. 

20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel 
of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, 
thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife ; 
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 

21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his 
name JESUS : for he shall save his people from their sins. 

22 Now all this waa done, that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 

23 Behold^ a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring 
forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel ; which 
being interpreted is, God with us. 

24 Then Joseph, being raised from sleep, did as the angel 
of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife : 

25 And she brought forth her first-bom son : and he called 
his name JESUS. 

MATTHEW II. 

l^OW when Jesus was bom in Bethlehem of Judea, in the 
days of Herod the king, behold there came wise men 
from the east to Jerusalem, 

2 Saying, Where is he that is bom King of the Jews ? for 
we have seen his star in the cast, and are come to worship him. 

8 When Herod the king had heard theee things, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 

4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where 
Christ should be bom. 

5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judea : for 
thus it written by the prophet, 

6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the 
least amox^^ the princes of Juda : for out of thee shall come a 
Oovimor, that shall rule my people Israel. 

Rcfxieneirs xtok Matt. i.-^Christ’s natural descent can bo traced, 
but who can declare his divine generation? 0 the depth of the 
mystery ! Mj soul, rejoice in the incarnation and bir^ of Jesus. 
Amaaing love : he became man, to save man. Christ’s humanity, 
though spotless, possed through a sinM ancestry, to show he came 
i , ' 


to tkke the sins of man away. Great doubts are sometimes eohneoted 
with great mercies, but frilowship with Ood dispds ihe darkest 
clouds of the greatest perplexity. Blessed art thou, 0 my soul, if 
the names Jesus and Immanuel are to thee os ointment poured forth. 

Ebplections uroN Matt, n.— Greatly honoured was the town of 
Bethlehem ; it was the birth-pl^ of David — ^it was the birth-place 
of Jesus, David’s root, and David’s o&pring. 0 Jesus, thou brigM 
and morning star, the stars obey and honour thee, for one of them 
led wdse men to the spot of thy humble nativity. They are truty 
wdse who seek Christ ; and they who seek him, uiall find and enjoy 
the costliest jewel in tlie universe of Ood. 


PRAYER. 

^VERLASTING God, and Father in Christ, we desfre to 
approach thy blessed throne, with solemnity, gratitude, 
and praise. In the name of Jesus, we draw near to present 
our evening sacrifice. Holy Spirit, teach us to bless our God 
at all times, and let his praise be continually in our mouth. 
In thee, O Lord, our soul w’^ould make our boast: we will 
magnify thee, O Lord, and we will exalt thy name together. 

Holy and Divine Spirit, enable us to confess our sins with 
unfeigned sincerity of heart. We would say in the language 
of Ezra, O our God, we are ashamed and blush to lift up our 
face to thee, our God, for our iniquities have gone over our 
heads, and our trespass is gone up to the heavens. With peni- 
tence we would pray — Lord, sanctify us; memful Father, 
pardon us. Wo woidd lay the hand of faith on the head of 
Christ our paschal Lamb : on that head we confess our 
iniquity, and through his blood we seek forgiveness. O melt 
our hearts with contrition, and comfort our souls with pardon. 

O bless to our minds the sacred history of the birth of 
Jesus. Glory to God in the highest, for the Child bom, and 
for the Son given. Teach us to rejoice with joy unspeakable, 
and full of glory, that Jesus, the promised Saviour 'and thine 
eternal Son, has actually visited our world. Merciful Re- 
deemer, we adore and praise thee that thou didst take upon 
thee our nature, and appear on earth as the humble, the fee We,, 
infant of days. O let our hearts be filled with amazement and 
love, that thou, the mighty Lord of the universe, didst submit 
to be bom in a stable, and to bo laid in a manger. O stiffer 
us never, never to doubt of thy willingness to save, seeing 
thou didst most readily submit to suoh humiliation and degra- 
dation for us. 

Immanuel, God with us, thy name is Jesus, the Saviour, 
May every member of our family savingly know this name — 
this blessed name. May it be dearer to us than the names of 
the dearest of our earthly friends. May it be like ointment 
poured forth. O may this name refresh and comfort our souls, 
travelling along the vale of tears, to our heavenly home beyond 
the skies. 

O Lord, we mourn over the horrid depravity of man, who 
sought the life of the infant Jesus ; but at the some time we 
praise thee that thou didst bring men from distant lands to 
pay their homage at his feet. O Jesus, we bow before thee, 
and would acknowledge ihee as our Lord, our Saviour, our 
King. 

God of our salvation, we thank thee for the mercies of 
another day; for providing mercy, preserving mercy, and 
sparing mercy. 

O Jesus, open the eyes of our children and domeeties to see 
thy loveliness, and their absolute need of thy ealvation. 

Father of mercies, may the name of Jesus soon be 
claimed in evexr land, and gladden aU the nations of 
earth. O let thy name refresh the souk of the mitk, the 
aflaicted, and the dying. We commend ourselves to thy care, ‘ 
this night. O hear our prayer, for Jetns^ sake. Amm. • 



lUtST "WKEK.— TUESDAY MOENUIQ, 


' TBB CfitTRCH A OAEBSN. 
SimboUim* Martin'^, 

1 TUB Eire ft gftrdoQ woUed around, 

Choaen, and mado peculiar ground ; 
A little spot enclosed by giuco 
Out of the world’s wide wilderness. 

i) Like trees of myrrh and spice we stand, 
Planted bv Qod the Bather’s hand, 

And all his springs in Zion dow. 

To make the young plantation grow. 

® Awake, 0 heavenly wind, and come, 
Blow on this garden of perfume ; 

Spirit ^vine, descend and breathe 
A gracious gale on plants beneath. 


Wins, 74, A I, 


GENESIS II, 


Garden of Eden, 

rpHTJS the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the 
host of them. 

2 And on the seventh day God ended his -work which he 
bad made : and he rested on the seventh day from all his work 
which ho had made. 

8 And Qod blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it ; be- 
cause that in it he had rested from all his work which God 
created and made. 

4 These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth, 
when they were created; in tlie day that the Loiin God made 
the earth and the heavens. 

5 And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and 
every herb of the field before it grew : for the Loan God had 
not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man 
to till the ground. 

6 But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the 
whole face of the ground. 

7 And the Lord God formed mto of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living soul. 

8 And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in 33den : 
and there he put the man whom he had formed. 

16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying. Of 
every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat : 

17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 
shalt not eat of it : for in the day that thou catest thereof thou 
shalt surely die. 

18 And the Lord God said. It is not good that the man 
should be alone ; I will make him an help meet for him. 

21 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon 
Adam, and he slept : and he took one of his ribs, and closed 
lip the flesh instead thereof. 

22 And the rib, which the Ijord God had taken from man, 
made ho a woman, and brought her unto the man. 

23 And Adam said. This is now bone of my bom^s, and flesh 
of my flesh ; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken 
out of Man. 

24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, 
and shall cleave unto his wife : and they shall be one flesh. 

IVsTLScnoKS UPON GsK. n.-— How soon the Sabbath was an- 
nounced, that day which is the blessed emblem of the rest of heaven 1 
Great wiw the beneficence of Jehovah ; for when he had prepared 
and friraished the earth as a magnificent palace, he introduced man 
as the inhabitant, shining in all the loveliness of the Divine image. 
Let me see in the earthly paradise a figure of the heavenly. But, 0, 
how infinitely tho latto exceeds the former ! In tho one were trees 
which cease to grow, but in tho other stands the tree of life, in all 
the grandeur of eternal beauty. In the one were rivers which cease 
to fl$Wt but in the other hi the river of lifb, clear as crystal, which 


proceeds for over from the throne of God and the Lamb. The first 
Adam was raised to sovereignty, and all tho inferior tribes acknow- 
ledged his authority. They came to him and received suitablo 
names, us a token of their obedient submission. Jesus, thy dominion 
has no limits, and thy people, called by thy name, shall for ever 
rejoice under the sway of thy merciful sceptre. One thing remained 
to complete Adam’s earthly bliss. Ho was alone: That ho might 
enjoy social delight, and be assisted in tlie worshipping of God, his 
Creator formed out of his own body a woman of unspeakable loveli- 
ness, and immaculate holiness, and united them together by ties of 
the most endearing affection. 


PRAYER. 

pVUR God and Father in Christ, wo rejoice that while thou 
” Bittest upon the throne of universal empire, thou dost bIbo 
fill the throne of grace. Praise to thy glorious name, that thou 
art ever ready to hear the prayers of individuals and families, 
who appear before thee under the blessed covert of the right- 
eoumess of thy well-belov(^d Son. Holy Spirit, enable us at 
this time to prostrate ourselves before the throne of grace, with 
humility, reverence, joy, and praise. Mercifully, O Lord, 
rejoice the souls of thy servants, for unto thee do wo lift up 
our souls. O, how we are encouraged to lift up our eyes unto 
thcc, for thou, Lord, art good, and re>ady to forgive, and plen- 
teous in mercy to all them who call upon tliee in truth. 
Among the gods there is none like unto thee, neither are 
there any works like unto thy works. 

In some degree sensible of our unworthiness, wo present our 
thanks for thy renewed mercies during another night. While 
many have been tossed upon their beds with pain, we thank 
thee that Ave have been refreshed with sleep. Great is tliy 
mercy, that wo are now surrounding the domestic altar. Let 
the dew of Divine influence descend upon that portion of the 
Word of life we hav(J now read. Wc thank thee for the 
pleasing history which it contains of the institution of the 
holy Sabbath. O, Jesus, thou art tlie Lord of the Sabbath- 
day. Glory to thy name, for this most blessed day, and for 
the encouraging example tlioii hast placed before us in resting 
on that day. Ever may thy Sabbath prove to us a day of rest, 
O Lord, wo desire to pity those numerous nations of the earth 
which have never heard of a Christian Sabbath, nor eiyoyed 
its benefits. Ijord of the Sabbath-day, show compassion 
towards them, and soon cause the heavenly light of this blessed 
day to shine upon them with all its influence, and all its glory, " 
O let thy Sabbath he more volucjd and sanctified by Christian 
nations. Remove 'from our land, and all lands, the highly 
aggravated sin of Sabbath profanation. As a family, may we 
present to other families the example of remembering the 
Sabbath-day to keep it holy. 

Holy Spirit, impress on our minds tlie account we have now 
read of an earthly Eden, — a terrestrial paradise. We adore 
thee in the displays of thy goodness, which were given by that 
paradise for the accommodation and happiness of man. We 
thank thee, more especially, for a celesti^ Eden, a land of pure 
delight and immaculate holiness, where the tree of life grows 
in aR its glorious magnificence, and where King Jesus is seen 
in. aU his beauty, O may all of us be the inhabitants of that 
heavenly Eden ; may we drink of the river of life, which flows 
through the midst of it from thine eternal throne. 

Divine Redeemer, incline the hearts of the children to desire 
and seek that heavenly habitation. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in the creation of Adam and Eve, 
our original parents. Teach us to see in their endearing 
relation in innocence, a figure of the infinitely more endearing 
relation of Christ and his Church. 

Graciously assist us in the vanous duties of this day. Met* 
dfrtlly hear our prayersi for Jesus^ sake AmexL 



FIEST WEEK.— ITJESDAY BVEAlMU 


BIRTH OF JESUS. 

OoofUkz* Ikrhy, BnmUy, l. m. 

1 ^HE lands that long in dar^oss lay, 

A Kow have beheld a heavenly light : 

Nations that sat in death’s cold shade 
Are blest with beams divinely bright. 

2 The virgin’s promis’d Son is bom, 

Behold the expected Child appear ; 

What shall his names or titles bo ? 

* The Wonderful, the Counsellor.’ 

3 This infant is the mighty God, 

Come to be suckled and adored ; 

The etcjrnal Father, Prince of Peace, 

The Son of David, and Ids Lord. 

Watts, 18, B. 7. 

MATTHEW II. 

I JJcrod'a Cruelty. 

rpHEN Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, 
inquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. 

8 And he sent them to Bethkdiern, and said, Go and search 
diligently for the young child ; and Avhen yo have found him, 
bring me word again, tliat 1 may come and worshi]) Kim also. 

9 When they had heard the king, they departcul ; and lo! 
the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it 
came and 8tf)od over where the young child was. 

10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding 
great joy. 

1 1 And when tlu'y were come into the liouse, they saw tlie 
young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and wor- 
shiuped him : and when they had opened their treasures, they 
presented unto him gifts ; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 

12 And being w'arned of God in a dream that they should 
not return to llerod, they departed into their own country 
another way. 

13 And when they were departed, behold ! the angel of the, 
Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying. Arise, and take 
the young child and his mother, and dee into Egy]3t, and be 
thou there until 1 bring thee w ord : for Herod will seek the 
young child to destroy him. 

14 When he arose, he took the young child and liLs mother 
by night, and departed into Egy|)t : 

1.5 And was there until the death of Herod, that it might 
be fidfiiied which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, 
saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. 

16 Then llerod, whtjn he saw that lie was mocked of the 
wise men, was exceeding wToth, and sent forth, and slew all 
the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts 
thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time 
which he had diligently enquired of the wise men. 

17 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the 
prophet, saying, 

18 In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and 
weeping, and great mourning, Rachel w ecping for her cliildren, 
and would not be comforted, because they ore not. 

19 But when Herod was dead, behold ! an angel of the Lord 
appeore^th in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 

20 Saying, Arise and take the young child and his mother, 
and go into the laud of Israel : for they are dead which sought 
the young child’s life. 

21 And he arose and took the young child and his mother, 
and came into the land of Israt;!. 

22 But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judea 
in the room of his father Herod, he was a&aid to go tliither : 
notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream, he turned 
aside into the parts of Galilee. 


tho joy of those who find Christ after they have long and eameetlT 
sought him. 0 Jesus, be thou the belovea of my soul If Jesus U 
mine and I am his, my person, substance, and on will be laid at his 
feet. God is the defender of his people, and gives mcious warnings, 
which issue in their safety and deliverance. 0, how easily he can 
overturn tho plans of enemies the most crafty and maKgzumt ! What 
a monster is man, when under the dominion of impetuous lusts and 
disappointed ambition ! His tender mercies are cruel. ** Tell it not 
in Gath ! ” God is a just judge, and with the besom of death sweeps 
persecuting murderers from the iaoe of tho earth into the depths of 
noU. But their destruction issues in the triumph of'the redeemed. 
Alas! how often the vices of tho parent are imitated by their 
children ! Strange to tell, God overrules the crimes of men to bring 
about the accompKshment of his decrees, predictions, and promises. 


Eeflectioks ttjnw Matt. n. — My soul, beware of hypocrisy, or of 
oopoealing wicked purposes under holy professions. Unspc^able 
0 


PRAYER. 

^ GRACIOUS and heavenly Father, thou art infinitely 
^ exalted above the conception of men and angels. Nev'er- 
theless, in the all-prevailing name of Jesus, our Divine inter- 
cessor, we draw near to thee as a family to present our evening 
sacrifice. How worthy art thou to be feared, and to bo h^ 
in reverence, for thou art the everlasting God, the Lord, and 
the Creator of the ends of the earth. Thou upholdest the 
universe, and yet thou faintest not, neither art weary ; there 
is no searching of thine understanding. O, with what justice 
thou mightest have revealed thyself to us as an avenging God I 
but eternal praises to thy name, thou hast made thyself known 
as a God ready to forgive, as gracious, merciful, slow to anger, 
and of great kindness. 

We desire, with gratefiil hearts, to thank thee for the mercies 
of another day. While with justice it might have been a day 
of judgments, in thy great kindness it has been a day of 
mercies. What shall we render unto thee for all thy benefits ! 

Holy Spirit, enable ns highly to value the privilege of reading 
tho Word of life. Greatly bless, and deeply impress on our 
hearts, what wc have now read in the oracles of eternal tmth. 
We thank thee, O Jesus, O Jiamb of God, that in the fohiess 
of time, thou didst visit our fallen, wrctcdied world. We praise 
thee that thou wast bom in Bethlehem, agreeably to the prO- 
1 phecies which cheered the hearts and animated the hopes of an 
Old Testament church. We wordd bless thee for ever and ever, 
that thou hast remembered us iu our low estate, for thy mercy 
endureth for ever. 

Spirit of the living God, inspire our hearts with love to 
Jesus, When we remember his love, in becoming the Bal;e 
of Betlilehem for us, wc would cry, O inspire us with love to 
Jesus! When we remember the love of the wise men, who 
came from distant eastern lands to sec Jesus, to worship him, 
and to pay their homage at his feet, we would cry, O inspire 
us with increasing love to Jesus I Let the language of our 
hearts be, Wc would see Jesus. Lead us, O lead us, to see 
Jesus in his Word, iu his ordinances, and in his sanctuary. 
And in due time may we see him in his heaven, in all the 
splendours of his divinity, and in all the majesty of his media- 
torial glory. O Jesus, the wdse men laid their willing offerings 
at thy feet; teach us to follow their example, and present 
our souls and bodies as living sacrifices at tby feet. Divine 
lledeemer, as the mysterious star led the wise men to see thee 
in Bethlehem, do thou thyself, the bright and morning Star, 
Ic^ us to heaven. Mercifully grant that wo may now say, 
with all the aflection of our inmost soul, Having a d^ire to 
depart, and be with Christ, which is far better. 

Blessed Saviour, let the remoinbranee of thy exile in Egypt 
fiU us with wonder, love, and nroise. Make us willing, for thy 
sake, to suffer exile and death. 

Compassionate Jesus, who inyse^ wast once a lUtle 
have mercy on our children. 

Father of mercies, let the wings of thygradious power be 
over us this night. O hear o\ir prayers, for Joswf sake. Amen. 



FIBST WEEK.— WEDNESDAY MORNING. 


001) UNSBARCHABLl. 

PauTt. J[>rttd 0 iu L. si. 

1 watures to perfection find 

^ The eternal uncreated Mind ? 

Or can the largest stretch of thought 
Measure and search his nature out ? 

S *Ti8 high as heaven, ’tis deep aa hell, 

And what can mortids know or tell ? 

His glory spreads beyond the sky, 

And all the shining worlds on hign. 

3 But man, vain man, would fain be wise ; 

Bom like a wild young colt he fiies 
Through all the follies of hia mind, 

And swells, and snuffs tho empty wind. 

Watts, 170, R I 

GENESIS III. 

The Fall of Man, 

T^OW the serpent w^as more subtil than any beast of the 
field which the Lord God hud made. And he said unto 
the woman, Yea, hath God said. Ye shall not cat of cveiy 
tree of the garden ? 

2 And the woman said unto tho serpent, We may eat of 
the fruit of the trees of the garden : 

3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in tho midst of the 
garden, God hath said, Ye shall not of it, neither shall ye 
touch it, lest ye die. 

4 And the serpent said unto tlie woman. Ye shall not 
surely die. 

5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then 
your eyes shall be opened, and yc shall be as gods, knoiving 
good and evil. 

G And when the woman saw that the tree tvas good for 
food, and that it was . pleasant to tlie eyes, and a tree to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of tho fruit tliereof, and did 
eat, and gave also unto her husband with her : and he did cat. 

7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and tlicy knew 
that they were naked ; and they sewed fig-leaves together, and 
made themselves aprons. 

8 And they heard the voice of the Loud God walking in 
the gfirdcn in the cool of the day : and Adam and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the Lojid God amongst the 
trees of the garden. 

9 And the Lord God called unto Adarai and said unto him, 
Where art thou ? 

10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked ; and I hid myself. 

11 And he said. Who told thee that thou wast naked? 

. Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof 1 commanded thee that 

thou shouldest not eat ? 

12 And tho man said, Tho woman whom thou gavest to be 
with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 

13 And the Lord Gk)d said unto the woman, What is this 
that thou hast done? And the woman said. The serpent 
beguiled me, and I did cat. 

14 And the Lord God said imto the serpent, Because thou 
hast done this, thou art cursed above nil cattle, and above 
every b^t of the field ; upon thy bellv sholt thou go, and 
dust shalt thou cat all the days of thy life. 

15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
and l^tween thv seed and her seed ; it shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt braise his hepl. 

Brvlsotioks upon Gbk. in. — What a chati^ ! Wo have lately 
beheld and admired the beneficence of God shining in the spotless 
glory of Eden, but now we see that paradise defil^ by the crooked 
serjjiisnt of hell, and the mother of all living entangled in the coils of 
his tmptations ! She is not alone. Her husband, the lord of the j 


lower world, the covenant head of niilliona, is caught in tho snare, 
and his glory buried in the dust. Ashamed at the uakodness of their 
bodies, and agonized with the moral nakedness of their souls, tliey 
attempt to hide themselves from their own eyes, they vitinly tttt(*mpt 
to hide themselves ftum tho omniscient eye of God. God finds th(*m 
out. Their iniquity finds them out. Bee, they stand ns confounded, 
convicted criminals, before the nrcsonco of their offended Creator. 
Three curses arc pronounced by the divino and insulted Judge on the 
serpent, the woman, and tho man. But lo ! two of Ihoso curses are 
mingled with the music of mercy, and the dark gloom is broken by the 
bright beams of the promise of a Buviour and salvation, to appear in 
distant ages. Rcijoioo, my soul, though Eve is the mother of u world 
of fallen millions, yet through tlio atonement made by her seed, the 
promised Messiah, countless myriads of her descendants shall ho 
aiTuyed in a robe of rightoousneea, which will hide and remove tho 
deformity of sin, anfi introduce them into a heavenly paradise, firom 
which they shall never be expelled. 

PRAYER. 

^ TjORD out God, wc desire as a family to fall prostrate at 
^ thy feet in Jesus' name. At the beginning of another day, 
may we enjoy delightful fellowship with thyself in the exercise 
of prayer. O scud us thy Spirit ! O Lord, thou art a God 
of purer eyes than to behold mit[uity : thou art unchangeable 
in thv justice, and boundless in thy grace. Wc adore thee in 
the uisplays of the justice thou didst give, in expelling our 
first parents from tin) paradise of Eden. Glory to thy grace, 
thou didst not plunge them into the dej)ths of hell. 

Glorious Lord God, u e acknowledge with humility our fall 
in Adam. We weie bora with his image ; alaa I we have fbl- 
loived his example, and w e have wandered from our God. O 
teach us to mourn over the spectacle of sin and rebellion and 
misery which our w^orkl presents. Thou art just in all the 
• calamities which have befallen our apostate race. It is of thy 
mercy we are not consumed. 

Glory to thy sovereign grace, 0 Lord, that thou didst pro- 
claim mercy and forgiveness to our fii*8t parents in their alBic- 
tion and aespair, when they cxpecjtea every moment the 
sentence of eternal death to be inflicted upon them with all its 
hoiTors, Eternal praise to thy name, that thou didst make 
tlie day-star of hope and of joy to rise on their souls. Wo 
I thank thee for giving thcmi the first promise, I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed : it shall bruise tby lumd, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 
O, we rejoice, that then thou didst reveal to our first parents 
the Messiah, by whose atoning sacrifice the guilt of sin waa 
destined to be taken away, Satan's kingdom overturned, and 
an infinitely better paradise obtained than that which their 
apostacy had lost. 0 fill our hearts with superlative love to 
that Jesus, who at tlie distance of thousands of years has 
actually appeared, and suffered, and died, and triumphed, 
according to the divine prediction. 

0 Jesus, may every member of our family enjoy a saving 
interest in that ancient, that blessed promise. May we be deli- 
vered from Satan's power, and bv faith trample upon his neck. 

O (each the children of the family to resist the temptations 
of the wicked one: then he will Jlee from them. Suffer them 
not to listen to his alluring voice, or to be carried away by his 
captivating wiles. Clothe them, 0 Jesus, with the whole 
armour of God. 

God of salvation, we earnestly pray that all the nations of . 
the earth, both Jews and Gentiles, may soon be delivered from 
the consequences of the fall, and become the ransomed sul\jects I 
of King Jesus. 

We thank a ^acious Providence for the rest and protection 
of the past night. Holy Spirit, assist us in the duties, and 
preserve us from the temptations of the day. May our path 
be that of the just. 0 hear our prayers, for Jesus' sake. To 
the Father, Son, and Hedy Ghost, be endless praises. Amem 



FIEST WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING 


TITLES OF CHRIST. 

Ahie Street, Redemption, L. U 

1 ftom the treasures of his word 
'*• I borrow titles for iny Lord ; 

Nor art uor nature can supply 
Sufficient forms of majesty. 

2 Bright image of the Father’s face, 

Shining with undiminished rays ; 

The etcriuil God’s eternal Son, 

The heir and partm?r of his throne. 

3 1’he King of hingR, the Lord most highy 
WriU'S his own name upon his thigh ; 

He wears u garment dip 2 )’d in blood, 

And breaks the nations with liis rod. 

Watts, 147, B, L 


MATTHEW III. 

John the Baptist. 

TN tliose days came John the Baptist^ preaching in the 
wilderness of J udea, 

2 And saving, Repent ye : for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand. 

3 For this is he that was spokfui of by th(^ i)rophet Esaias, 
saying, The; voice of one crying in the wHde^mesa, Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord, make his paths straiglit. 

4 And tlic same John liad his raiment of earners hair, and 
a leathern girdle about his loins ; and his meat was locusts 
and wild lioney. 

5 Then w ent out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea, and all 
the region round about Jordan, 

6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 

7 But when ho saw many of tlic Pharisees and Sadducees 
come to his baptism, he said unto tliera, 0 generation of vipers, 
who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come ? 

8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentanccj : 

9 And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abra- 
ham to owr father : for I say unto you, that God is able of 
these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 

10 And now also the ax Ls laid unto the root of tlic trees : 
therefore every tree wliich bringeth not forth good fruit is 
hewn down, and cast into the Are. 

11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance; but 
he that cometli after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am 
not worthy to bear: he sliall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost, and with fire : 

12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will througlily purge 
his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will 
bum up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 

13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, 
to be baptized of him. 

14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be bap- 
tized of thcc, and comest thou to me? 

15 And Jesus answering said imto him. Suffer it to be so 
now ; for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then 
he suffered him. 

16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up, straightway 
ont of the water : and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, 
and he saw the Spirit of God descen^g like a dove, and 
lighting upon him : 

17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased. 


Bef^cxioks upon Matt, ni.— How simple the institution of 
preaching, and how transcendent its effects ! But we never can 
reach the heights of spiritual enjoyment, if we have not passed 


through the valley of repentance. May wo be oamest to resomble 
the forerunner of Christ in zeal, humility, and contempt of earthly 
pleasures. How blessed it is when the hearing of the Word is 
accompanied with conversion, which is the baptism of the Spirit 
If ministers wish tlieir labours to be successftil, they must proclaim 
tho miseries of lull as faithfhlly as the joys of heaven ; they must 
expose tho refuges of lies ; they must proclaim the glory of Christ, 
and hold him up to view, not only os a present Saviour, but as a 
future Judge. As Jesus, in submitting to be baptized of Jolm, ful- 
fllled all righteousness, let me fuithMly walk in all tho ordinances 
and commandments of the Lord blameless ; and thus I may expect 
the gracdous descent of tho Holy Spirit, and enjoy the countenance 
and approbation of heaven. 


PRAYER. 

H oly Spirit, enable us by thy gracious power to approach 
the throne of our God, in the name of the Son of his 
love. Exalted Jehovah, wc acknowledge thy glorious majesty. 
Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, 
and the victory, and the majesty ; for all that is in the heaven 
and the earth is tliinc. Thine is the kingdom, and thou art 
exalted as head above all. Thy majesty is a terror to thine 
impenitent enemies; but thy majesty, manifested in Jesus, 

I fills the minds of thy people with jov and peace. 

Holy Spirit, we humbly implore thy rich and effectual bless- 
ing on the portion of Scripture we have now read. Graciously 
teach ua to nijoice in the clear frilfihnent of thy promise to 
the Old Testament ehureli, by sending John the Bajitist as 
the lierald of the Saviour, to prepare the way of the Lord. 
We praise thee, that the voice of one eiying in the wilderness 
was heard by thousands ; and that tho proclamation, Prepare 
yii the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway 
for our God, feU with awful solemnity upon the ears of listen- 
, irig multitudes. May our hearts be most deeply affected, O 
Lord, by the history of the baptism of thy well-oeloved Son, 
O enable us to aclmire tho manifestation then given of a 
glorious and mysterious Trinity. God the Son, we adore thee, 
who, in thy humanity, submitted to be baptized of John. God 
the Father, we adore thee who proclaimed from the excellent 
glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
God the Holy Ghost, we adore thee, that thou didst descejid 
in the form of a dove, and didst rest upon our Saviour^s head. 

Lord, we cjonfess that we are polluted and vile, and that we 
daily need to be baptized by" the Holy Sj)irit. O make us a 
baptized family, purified, sanctified, adorned by divine grace. 
Let* our pride, our enmity, our unbelief, our carnality, our 
earthly-mindedness, our selfishness be washed away. O let the 
Spirit that rested on Jesus rest on us. Heavenly Dove, most 
mercifully descend upon us, and spread over us the wings of 
thy fostering influcnc;e and thy comforting grace. 

Merciful Father y be the Father of our ^'spring; teach them 
at Jesus^ feet the blessed lesson of early repentance ; baptize 
them with the Holy Ghost, and adorn them with the beauties 
of holiness, 

O let all of us be instructed in tliat repentance which John 
the Baptist taught. O teach us to mourn over our sins, and 
at the same time to loathe and forsake them. May it be our 
great privilege, to bring forth fruits meet for repentance. 
And may wc resemble John in humility, zeal, self-denial, and 
holiness. Alas ! that we have so long produced in our life 
grapes that are gall, and clustera that are bitter,'^ Holy 
Spirit, let it be so no more, for ever. 

Father of our spirits, we commend ourselves and our rela- 
tives to thy care this night; and may we lie down upon qur 
beds, thankful for the mercies of the past day. O let th^ 
our prayers come up before, thee with acceptance, for Jeius^ 
sake, our Redeemer and Advocate. Amen. 




WEST WEEK.— THUESDAY MOENING. 


BINOEBITY. 


Kmgi^dgt* PaitTi, u M. 

1 T OED, thou hast seeu my soul sincere, 

" Hast made thy truth and love appear : 

Before mine eyes I set thy laws, 

And thou hast owned my righteous cause. 

2 Since I have learnt thy holy ways, 

I've walked upright before thy face ; » ‘ 

Or if my feet did e'er depart, \ ' 

'Twos never with a wicked heart. ’ ^ ^ 

3 What sore temptations broke my I , 

What wars and struggling px my hwaat ! . 

But through thy grace that reigns within,' * 

I guard against my darlihg iiinr 

; ' 18,jfviL 

GENESIS' I’y,- ; ' ) 

D^hofAUl^ f, 4 . • ; r > 

A ND Eve conceived, and bare Cain, arid aaid, I hare v 
a man from the Loan. 4 ; * ' 

2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a 
keeper of sheep, but Cain was , a tiller of the ground. 

3 And in process of titne it catoe to pass, that Cain brought 
of the fruit of the ground an oflering;Untp the Lord. 

4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstling of his flocki 
and of the fat thereof. And the Loan had respect unto Abel, i 
and to his offering : 

• 5 But unto (>ain and to liis offering he had not respect 
And Cain was very wroth, arid his countenance fell. 

6 And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? arid 

why is thy countenance fallen ? ^ ^ 

7 If thou docst well, shalt thou not bo accepted.?, and if thou 
doest not well, sin lipth at the door. And unto thee shall he 
his desire, and thou shalt rule over him. 

8 And Cain talked ^th Abel his broths: and it came to 
pass, wlien they were in the field, that Cain rose up against 
Abel his brother, and slew* him. 

9 And the Loan said unto Cj^in, Where ia Al>el thy brother ? , 

And he said, 1 know not : Am I iny brother’s keeper ? 4 . 

10 And he said, What hast thou the voice of thy 

brother’s blood crieth unto mo from the ground. ^ 

11 And now art thou curaied from ;the earth, which hath ; 
opened her mouth to receive thy hrotheria blood from thy ha^d j 

12 When thou tifiest the gpx^d, it qhaU not hcmccfom ; 

yield imto thee her strong^; & i^tiye and a vagabond sl^t 
thou be in the earth. ^ r ' i , 

18 And Cain said i^^tp the Loapi My punishment greater 
than I can bear. . 

14 Behold, thou hgst. di^en pp^e put 

of the earth; and from tiby free sh^l I be. hid; and I shed! be 
a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth j; and it ^ajl.come.to 
pass, that every one that findeth.me liall day me, 

15 And the Lord said unto him. Therefore whosppy^r slayeth 
Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him aev^fo^d/ , 4;«d the ^ 
Lord set a mark uporiOain, lest anyfinding h^ shpi^^ 

16 And Cain went'out from the pre^cp of 
dwelt in the land of Nod,, on tbp east^^pf ^Ed^ , 

23 And Lamech aaid unto his wives, AdiE^a^ i 

my voice ; ve wives (^l 4 ^mpch,rieiudtoh:im^ Yer,l 

Imveslainamanton^wenndmg^^im^you^ ^ 

24 If Cain shall be avenged seven-fold, truly Lamech aevmily 
and seven fold. 

25 And Eve bare a son, and called his name Seth : For Gtod, 
aaid she, hath appointed mo another seed instead of Abel, whom 
Cain dew. 

26 And to Seth, to him also there was bom a son; and he 
oalledthis name Enos : then b^an men to call upon the name 
of the Loan. 


IlEFUccTioiys T7PON Grit. jr.^-Oflcn, alus! the fond hopes of 
parents are most painfully disappointed. Some families furnish 
striking displays of Divine sovereignty ; ono moicbor is iniquity 
personified, another is an ornament of grace ; ono is a proud formalist, 
and another presents before God the worship of the heart. 0 what 
a differenco betwixt those who are born after the .tlosh, and those 
who are bom after the spirit ! Sec the forocious malevolence of the 
former, and tiie love and meekness of the latter. How soon Iho 
effects of wn’s gteotoj;. reign appeared on earth 1 We see them in 
the jee|pU8y df pdri,' him to hate his brother, and imbrue 

his hands we see them in the death of Abel, 

and in . the agomdS* ^' i»^ conscience, which followed the 

inhnm'an muderer to very surprising that Lamech, 

who 'fomidijBd the , fitst* ^ ^ ''J^lygoniy , was a murderer. 
'What pfeturo is nr^^bjr'tShrfsply history of man ! it 
exhibits ar lipid gmwth.bf ..fopiie^piqtil^hicU promote vanity and 
luxury, and a proportionate decay ;of ,fpar of God. But, in the 
miiist of this gloom, we' see in Seto h'wit^Ms^uisod up to proclaim 
toe praises of theEten^. - ' * ^ 


• 4 ‘ BEAYM, ' 

'O whpip angels love, \adofe, mid praise, 

^ nicatnfiiUy 'ac^^ of our achhowledgmento of thankfulness, 
for refrying- us diuing* tlie past night, with sleep upon our 
bedsi and that we arfe privilej^ed to' see toc hgbt of another day. 

Lord God, we dtoiire. Rostand in awe bf thy glorious majesty. 
Who is like-uritp to^ O ^rd, glorious in hoKni^, and fearful 
.m praisci? Great*tomd ; truly, 

thou ari to ;be featod uboye airgods^ 

Hojy Spirit, may the dew of thy divine ipfluei^ accompany 
the Word of life we have now read. May if.W diir blessing to 
have thy Word hid in our heart ; then shi^ y^ribt sin against 
thee. Let the interesting history of holy Ateyjwo'^^ 
fitable to our souls. Like him, may wre W^j^fl^ith the spirit 
of ardent djevotion. Like him, may we itoi^li||^ord sincerely, 
and pteseiit s^rifices of tighteousnei^. we look 

for Ucoeptaiice only ihtough aeed, IJke 

hiip, may we continue *ih the of our God 

till we die ; arid, when we! course, 

topend to heayeidy mamions,4b bie.^4^ ^s|^to^*Lord. Suffer 
mt ,cmr aerrijc^ to be like those 

of Gairi; bu^^ay the ^ hf in our 

b(^dnfi,«iVt oiwjjieule may be^ and 

iUuil^ated I^jd^tf^rching God, 

ito'ain of the first 

, '"O Wy, we Whom in the 

l^eness of Jesus, tbe s^nd ticl&d^dge that the 

kcedsbf every vile arid hatefol pa^ion d^Sbsom. K thy 

mercy had not prcventod> we inight, like committed 

deeds of cruelty ^d blopd. We restraining 

grace. May #e betblefet, m j grace. 

Evermore give ^us,: and all our rel|ii^^||pl^ this grace. 

O ^ve us wiis, else we dip- ' : ‘ j ' ’ , 

' ISave Giw ikeni a tender con* 

O n^y they avoid 

tl^^indes ^fCaif^,^Md reim^ 

* ";Lord, Wri^ the crimes 

Ci^ of teach us to 

i&tmi or^ tbe Give us 

Let our 

oomiprionsbe destroyed, and our sins forgiWn. 0 preserve us 
from horror of conscience, that we may be prevented from 
foiling into despair; and deliver us from searedness of con- 
science, that we may not be destroyed upon the rock of 
presumption. May we have faith in Christ, and that peace with 
God which passeth all understanding. Lord, guide and assist us 
in all the engagements of the day. Mercifully hear our prayer 
and forgive our sins, for the dear Bedeemeris soke. Amen. 
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FIRST WEEK.— THURSDAY EVENING. 


SATAN TIIK TEMPTER. 

Worktop* C. 

1 T HATE flio tomptcT and his charms, 

A 1 halfi his flattering bniath ; 

Thoseri^ont takes a thousand forms 

To (diciit our souls to deatli. 

2 ]le feeds our hopes with airy dreams, 

Or kills with slavish fear ; 

And holds us still iu wide extremes, 

Presumption or despair. 

3 Almighty God, cut short his pow'or. 

Let him iu darkness dwell ; 

And, that he vex the earth no more, 

Confine him down to hell. 

Watts, 15G, B. 11. 

. MATTHEW IV. 

3mvA tempteA of the Devil. 

T hen was Jesus led up of the spirit into the wilderness to 
be tempted of the devil. 

2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty niglits, he 
was f’fterward an Imngred. 

3 And wlieii the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be 
the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 

4 But lu" answered and said, It is written, Man shall not 
live by breao idouc, but by every ‘^ord that proccedeth out of 
the mouth of God. 

5 Them the devil taketh him lip into the holy city, and 
sctteUi him on a pinnacle of the temple. 

C And .saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thy- 
self down : for it is writt(m, He shall give his angels charge 
eoiKjerning thee : and iu t/ieir hands they shall bear thee up, 
lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

7 Jesus said unto him,* it is written again, Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God. * > \ 

8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an cxc^ding high 
mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of thd wornl, and 
the glory of them. 

9 And saith unto him. All these things wUl I give thee, if 
thou wilt fall dow'u and worship me. 

10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Got the hence, Satan: for it 
is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
slialt thou serve. ' 

11 Then the devil leaveth liim, and, behold, angels, came 
and ministered unto him. 

17 From that time Jesus began to preaeb, and to say. 
Repent ; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

18 And Jesus, walking by tlic sea of Galilee, saw two 
brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting 
a net into the sea : foi’ tlniy were fishers. 

19 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make 
you fishers of men. 

20 And they straightw ay left f//eir nets, and followed him. 
21 And going on from thouee, he saw other two brethren, 
James Me so/i of Zebedec, and John bis brother/:iu a^hip witli 
Zebedee, their father, meudhig their nets : and he^cfiued them. 

22 And they immcdiat^dy left the ship and their father, and 
followed him, * , 

23 And Jesus went >bout all Galilee, teaching theSj* 
synagogues, and preaching the gosi)el of the kih^om, an4 
healing all manner of sicluiess and a}l manner of disease among 
the people. ^ 

Reflections ttpon Matt, iv,— O ur Saviour sympatliizea with his 
people in their temptations, for ho has felt the sanio. More dreadful 
temptations were never jjrcsentod before the mind of any saint, than 
those which W(;ro presented Indore llie spotless mind of Jesus. Doubt- 
ing of his filid rdation to the Father, presumption, self-murder, 
inordinate worldly ambition, and the worshipping of th(i devil, are a 
ipecimea of the temptations with which the ai’ch- enemy assailed our 
10 


immaculate Redeemer. Rut the billows of temptation dashed in 
vain against the Rock of ages. Like our Saviour, let us employ the 
sword of the Spirit in resisting the tempter, and like liim w^c shall 
compel the devil to depart, and obtain tlie assistance and consolation 
of angels. When the sun of John tlie Baptist sets, the 8un of right- 
eousness speedily arises, and sjireuds over numerous regions the 
beams of eternal truth. Irresistible is the power of Jesus, in calling 
aiul preparing men the most unlikely, to become the heralds of his 
salvation. Rlesstid Saviour, draw us, and wt^ will run after thee. 
What an illustration of mercy is the life of Clirist ! In his journeys 
of mercy, disease, torments, and devils lied from Ids presence ; and 
at his command health, happiness, and joy came forth, and gladdened 
the hearts of thousands. Holy Spirit, let this Saviour bo mine ! 

PRAYER. 

G i RACIOtJS and licavenly Father, we unite in thanking 
^ thc(j for bringing us in safety to the close of another day ; 
and w^e rejoice that we ia*c now permitted to ajipoar before 
thee, in the name of Jesus, to present our evening prayer. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, that w^e are weak, and beset by 
numerous and jiowerful temptations. But wc rejoice thou art a 
God of gracious and almighty power. Thou art ever willing to 
extend the arm of thy grace, for the deliverance of thy tempted 
and afllietcd people. Thine eyes, O Lord, run to and fro 
through all the earth, to show thyself strong in behalf of those 
whose heart is iiju'ight before tlice. 1'hy liand is on all them 
for good that seek thee ; but thy power and >yratJi is against all 
them that forsake thee. • 

O Jesus, we thank thee, tluit, for aceompliBhing thy gracious 
purposes, and the c^nds of thy miHsion, tlioii didst submit to 
endure the suHeriugs of an awful coniiiet with tlic powers of 
darkn(‘ss. () sajietify to us thy blessed example in noldy 
resisting and in triumphantly subduing the foe. O thou who 
know'(‘st what sore temptations are, give us thy gracious pity 
in our temptations. Teaeli us to bcliev(' tliat wc have thy 
sympathy in all our sutler in gs, and that iu all our afflictions 
thou art aillicded. Thou hast })laced before us a blessed ex- 
ample, may it )>e our honour and delight ever to follow thee, 
as the Captain of our salvation. 

We desire, O Lord, to fed humbled in tlui dust, that w e liave 
so often fallen into temptation. Alas ! in many instances wc 
have not resisted the temjiter, but have willingly submitti^d to 
his wdles. Tjike Peter, we have somctim(*s trusted in our own 
strength, instead of relying on the arm of almighty and promisixl 
grat:e. Eternal praisixs to soA^ereigil mercy, that wo were not cut 
down in the midst of temptation, and east into the lowest hell. 

O merciful God, through the merit of our Saviour's blood, 
forgive our sins, the sins of our relatives, the sins of our neigh- 
bourhood, the sins of the eongregatiou, and the sins of our na- 
tion. O forgive our secret sins, oiir open sins, our pn^sumptuous 
sins. Mercifully say to each one of us, I have forgiven thee. 

Divine Savioufy extend thy pity to the children of our family. 
As they are not aware of the temptations which are before theiriy 
nor of their own weakness, by, which they are unable of them- 
selves to resist them, 0 give them early grace, that they may 
He able to' stand in the trying hour. 

Most merciful God, when we 'are assailed by temptation, 
graciously fiilfil in ourexperieiice thy promise, that thou wDt not 
siilffer^thy peojdc to- be tempted abov6 that they are gble to bear; 
but with the temptation, thou wilt also liiake a w ay of escape. O 
Lord, fulfil this promise. Show compassion to all afflicted and 
tempted souls, who are now struggling with Satan in the wilder- 
ness, and tormented with his fiery darts. And soon may the day 
arrive, when Jews and Gentiles — when the whole earth shall be 
delivered from the despotism and temptations of the wicked one. 

Wc thank thee, O Lord, for the mercies of the day, spintual 
and temporal, and now commit ourselves to thy patcmtl care 
this night. O hear our prayers, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 









PmST WEEK.— FRIDAr MORNING 


OOP INVISIBLE. 

Mi^on*i, Botham. Lthamn. l . m . 

1 T ORD, we arc blind, we mortals blind, 

We can’t behold thy bright abode ; 

0 ’tis beyond a creature mind 
To glance a thought half way to God. 

2 Infinite leagues beyond the sky 
The great Eterjaul reigns alone, 

Where neither wings nor soul can fly, 

Nor angels climb the topless throne. 

8 The Lord of Glory builds his seat 
Of genm insufibrubly bright. 

And lays beneath his sacri'd feet 

Substantial beams of gloomy night. Watts, 26, B 11. 

GENESIS V. 

Genealogy of the Patriarrhs before tkc Plood. 

rpHIS is tho book of the generations of Adam. In tlic day 
that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him ; 

2 Male and female created he them ; and blessed th('m, and 
called their nanxc Adam, in the day when they were cremated. 

3 And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat 
a son, in his owti likeness, after his image; and called his 
name Seth : 

4 And the days of Adam after he had begotten Setli, W'ere 
eight hundred years : and he begat sons and daughter : 

5 And all the days that Adam lived were nine liundrcd and 
thirty years : and he died. 

' 0 And Seth lived an hundred and five years, and begat Enos : 

7 And Seth lived after he begat Enos eight liundred and 
seven years, and begat sons and daughters : 

8 And all the days of Seth xverc nine hundred and tw'elve 
years : and he died. 

0 And Enos lived ninety years, and begat Cainan : 

10 And Enos Imul after he begat C'ahiau eight hundred and 
liftcen years, and bc'gat sons and daughters ; 

1 1 And all the days of Enos were nine hundred and five 
years : and he died. 

21 And Enoch lived sixty and five yearn, and begat Methu- 
stdah ; 

22 And Enocli walked wdth God after he begat Methuselali 
tliree liundred years, and begat sons and dauglit(;rs : 

23 And all the days of Enoch w^c;re thn^c hundred sixty 
and five years : 

2 i And Enoch w^alked with God : and he was not, for God 
took him. 

25 And Methuselah lived an hundred eighty and seven 
ye-TvTs, and begat Lam(*eh. 

20 And Methuselah lived after he begat Ijamcch seven 
hundred eighty and two years, and begat sons and daughters : 

27 And all the days of Methuselah were nine huudi’ed sixty 
and nine years : and he died. 

28 And Lamc'ch lived an hundred eighty and two years, 
and begat a son : 

29 And he called his name Noah, saying. This saine shall 
comfort us concerning otu’ w^ork and toil of our hands, because 
of tlie ground which the Loan hath cursed. 

30 And Lamech lived after he begat Noah five hundred 
ninety and five years, and begat sons and daughters : 

31 And all the days of Lamech were seven hundred seventy 
and seven years : and he died. 

Reflections upon Gen. v. — Great was the spiritual loveliness of 
man, when his nature shone forth in the glories of tho Divine like- 
ness. Affecting truth! the founder of our race lived nearly a tliousand 
yours to witness and lament tho consequences of his full. 8till ho 
was succeeded by a line of holy descendants, who shono as spiritual 
lights Jn the midst of a world enveloped with the d«.^i>e8t shades 
of sin. Satan employed all his power to destroy pioty from tho face 
of tho earth, but grace nobly maintainod its ground, from the 


days of Adam to those of Noah, like tho oak of tho forest, which 
has triumphed over ten thousand storms. How wonderful, und de- 
lightful, that even in this time of unpiiralloled profanity, a saint i)ro- 
eminent above all the rest was conveyed to heaven xvithout Uisting of 
death ! Holy Spirit, teach us, like him, to w alk with God ! My soul I 
mark with solemnity the words, ** And he died,** so often repcnited. 
As it is appointed for man once to die, let ns flee to ,T<*sus ; tiien our 
temporal death will bo the harbinger of immortal life. Wo see in 
Noah a typo of Jesus, who came to remove the curse from our world, 
and to become the everlasting Father of a redeemed offspring, count- 
less as the stars for multitude. 


PRAYER. 


O OUR God and Father in Clmst, we desire, with unfeigned 
humility and warm devotion, to faUdown before thy mcrcy- 
seat. Bless to us the affecting history we have now read of 
the generations whicih passed away, from the creation of man 
to the (lays of Noah. O teach us to feel our transitory nature. 
May we constantly remember that our days are as the grass, 
and as the flower of the field, which fiourisheth for a short 
season, and then withers an(l dies. O Lord, thou art the 
eternal and the immutable Jehovah. Of old thou hast laid 
the foimdations of the earth, and the heavens are the works of 
thine hands. They shall perisli, but thou shaft endure ; yea, 
all of them shall wax old as doth a garment, and as a vesture 
shaft thou change them, and they shall be clianged; but thou 
art the same, and thy years shall not fail. 

Wo praise thee, (3 Loixl, that in the days of antediluvian 
rebellion, profanity, luxury, and pride, thou didst preserve a 
number of faitbfid witnesses, the descendants of godly Seth, 
who, in the midst of a crooked and pervcjrsc generation, ob- 
served thine ordinances and gl()rifi(Hl thy name. We praise 
thee, that thy Church has be(m preserved from that day to 
this. O increase the number of thy faithful servants through- 
out the earth. May all the professed members of thy Church 
resemble Enoch more than ever, in walking with God. As a 
family may we w^alk with God tliis day. Ever may wo and 
the families with which we are connected, walk with God in 
our heart, by loving tliee, and in our Ifte, by doing what is 
W'cll-pleasing in thy sight. 

O let the children of our family beyin now to toalk with God, 
Of id ft in them that encounujing 2}ro7nise — 1 will pour out my 
Bpirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring. 
Holy Spirit, we earnestly pray that all our hearts may bo 
made the? subjects of a saving change ; then shall we walk with 
God in the exorcise of faith, love, hope, and zeal. O teach us 
as a family to walk with God iu the exercise of every grace, 
and in tho practice of every duty. Enable us constantly and 
diligently to walk with GckI in the ordinances of prayer, of 
praise, of meditation, and of reading and hearing of the 
Gospel of Christ. We seek thy grace, that we may walk with 
thee in all the commandments of thy holy law. May w^e have 
the blessedness of the undefiled, who walk in tlie law ot tne 


Lord; and may we be among the number of those who Keep 
thy testimonies. O teach us to seek thee with our whole 
heart. Enable us to keep tliy commaiubnents diligently, and 
may our hearts be directed to keep thy statutes. 

0 Lord, prepare us for entering into the valley of the shadow 
of death. There may we enjoy thy fellowship, and be com- 
forted with thy rod and thy staff. O Jesus, thou hast tasted 
of death; mercifully staud by us in the article of death. O 
deliver xus from the sting of death. We praise thee, that if 
we are thine, the pains of death shall be followed by the 
Bnjoyments of heaven. Mercifully grant that all of us at 
death may be conveyed in the chariot of the covenant of grace 
bo that world where we shall see the King in his beauty. We 
thank thee, O Lord, for the mercies of another night. Give 
Lis grace to serve thee this day with fidelity and love. Hear 
our prayer, for Jesus^ sake. Amen. 


c2 


I 


1 


11 



riHST WEEK.—FRIDAY EVENING. 


THE TRULY BLESSED. 

Ji(banon, Mannin^f, Portugal* R* 

B LESS’1) arc the humble souls that see 
Their emptiness and poverty : 

Treasures of grace to them arc given, 

And crowns of joy laid up in heaven. 

hlossM aro tlie imai of broken heart, 

Who mourn for sin wiMi inward smart ; 

The blood of Christ divinely flows, 

A healing balm for all tlieii* woes. 

Jlhjss’d arc the int'ek, who stand afar 
From rage and passion, noise and M'ar; 

God will sc'curc their ha])])}' state, 

And plead their cause against the great. 

Watis, lOi, Ji. I* 

MATTHEW V. 

The Peatitmh'ji* 

A nd beeiug the multitudes, ho went up into a mountain : 
and tvhen he was set, his disciples came unto him ; 

2 And lie opeiuid his mouth, and tauglit them, saying, 

*6 Blessed are the poor in spirit : for their ’s is the kingdom 
of heaven. 

4 Blessed are they that mourn : for they slmll be eomfoHed. 
5 Blessed are tlie nicclv : for they shall iTiliorit tlic earth. 

G Blessed are they which do hiuigcr and thirst after right- 
eousness : for they shall be filled. 

7 Blessed are the merciful : for they shall obtain mercy. 

8 Blessed air the })ure in heart : for they sliall see God. 

9 Blessed are the poaee-makei*s : for they shall be called 
the children of God. 

10 Blessed are tliey w liich are persecuted for righteousness^ 
sake : for their’s is the kingdom of heaven. 

1 1 Bl(?88(;d arc ye, when men shall rcivilc you, and persecute 
j/oUf and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for 
my sake. 

1 2 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad : for great is your reward 
ill heaven : for so persecuted they th(j prophets hicli were 
before yon. 

13 Ye arc the salt of the cartli : but if the suit have lost his 
savour, whercwitli shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for 
nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 

14 Ye are the light of the woi’ld. A city that is set on an 
hill cannot be liid. 

15 Neither do men liglit a candle, and put it under a 
bushel, but on a candlestick ; and it giveth light unto all that 
are in the house. 

IG Let your light so shine before men, that they may sec 
your good works, and glorify your father which is in heaven. 

17 Think not that 1 am come t{) destroy the law or the 
prophets : 1 am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 

18 For verily I say unto you. Till heaven and cai'th pass, 
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all 
be fulfilled. 

19 ^^^hosoever tlierefore shall break one of tliese least com- 
mandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the lea.st 
in the kingdom of heaven ; liut whosoever shall do and tcac^h 
them, the same shall be called great in tlic kingdom of heaven, 
20 For I say unto you, Tliat except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteoasness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall 
iu no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

^roN Matt, v.-— J esus is the Prince of preachers. — 
Blessings flew from his lips in copious streams. Humility, godly 
sorrow, gentleness, an ardent delight in spirituid objects, compassion, 
and poacofulness, form a bright diadem which Jesus places on the 
head of all his people. 8ticli lionour from Christ is often accom- 
panied by suffering from men ; but, if wo suffer witli Christ, we shall 
reign with him in glory. Saints have groat nood to romomber th ei r 


high profession, and to make consistency and usefulness tl.e object of 
their sacred ambition. What light Jesus throws on Old Testament 
Scripture ! wliilc his sermons searched the hearts, not only forbidding 
outward acts of cruelty, but inward principles of enmity, which, 
when cherished, render external acts of worship offensive to God, 
and bring down the vongeanco of heaven. Let us carefully study to 
subdue the first risings of carnal desires. 0 what folly, to expose 
the soul to hell, by gratifying sinful lusts ! When our Saviour ap- 
peared, wdiat perverted views prevailed in the Jewish church re- 
Bjiccting the sacred obligations of the marriage covenant, the nature 
of oaths, avenging injuries, acts of mercy, treatment of enemies, and 
mutual hospitality ! but his gospel is calculated to rectify all theso 
errors, and to furnish motives of action worthy of God, and the 
eternal destinies of man. 0 may the prize of perfection animate us 
in our Christian course ! 

PRAYER. 

A DORABLE Jehovah, we desire, with solemnity, thaukful- 
ness, and faith, to approach thy gracious presence, to ofler 
up our evening prayer, and to present ourselves before thee a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable, whhdi is our reasonable 
service. Thou hearer of prayer, wc j)ray that as a family m e 
mav look upon thee as our salvation. O Lord, wc would trust 
ana not be afraid, for tliou alone aj-t our strength and our 
song ; thou also art become our salvation. 

Divine Spirit, graciously apply to om* hearts what wc have 
now read of our Saviour’s Sciiiiou on the Mount. May the 
heavenly graces wdiicdi it makes Icnown be our ornament ; may 
the counsels which it enforces be our guide; and may the 
bhissings which it reveals be our inheritance. O Jesus, thou 
speak(*8t as^ never man spoke ; thou teachest as never man 
taught. We thank thee, that, with simplicity, wisdom, and 
mercy, thou didst condescend to become the instructor of man. 
W e thank tliee, that, though our ears liave not listened to thy 
living voice, our eyes are privileged to read the gracious truths 
w|iicdi fell from thy lips. O may thy word be engraven on our 
hearts as with the point of a diamond. 

Holy Spirit, deliv cr us froni pride, and make us })oor in spbdt. 
When we meet with tlic afflictions of life, may wc be among 
the spiritual luommers in Zion, who shall be comforted. O de- 
liver us from our corrupted passions, and, like Jesus, may wc be 
meek and lowly in heart. May our hearts hunger after the bread 
of life, and may our souls thirst after the waters of salvation ; 
then shall we be satisfic'd as with marrow and fatness, and our 
mouths shall praise thee with jcjyful lips. O destroy in our 
bosom every cruel disposition, an'd may we breathe the mcrt!y 
of heaven. Give us unfeigned sincerity and uprightness iu tliy 
service ; may our hearts be jiure and our lives holy. By faith 
may we see God on earth, as the God of our salvation; and at 
last may we see God in heaven, iu all the glories of his unveiled 
majesty. Lord, make us the friends and the followers of peace. 
O give us the sai i of grace, which can never lose its savour, 
and by which wc shall be blessings to each other, to society, to 
thy Church, and to the congregation of wdiicli wc form a part. 

O irradiate our minds with divine light. Jesus, thou Sun of 
Righteousness, shine upon us. Suffer none of us to live to our- 
selves; but may our light of grace so shine before men, that 
others, beholding it, may glorify our Father tvho i.s in lieaven. 
Give this light to our rulers and our ministers, that our land 
and people may be distinguished by the light of salvation. 

Lei thy graces, 0 Jesus, be as an ornament to our children's 
heads, and as chains around their necks. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for thy goodness and mercy which 
have attended us during the past day. Wc praise thee for 
raercries confen*ed on our todies, and for blessings bestowed on 
our souls. Wc seek thy providential care this night.’ May we 
lie down in peace and sleep. O hear our prayers for Jesus’ 
sake. To the Father, Son, and Spirit, one God, we ascribe 
glory and honour and power, for ever and ever. Amen. 



nBST WEEK.— SATURDAY MORNING 


TBAYSaS TO OOP IN TIMB8 OF DBCLBNSION. 

Worksop. James, c. u, 

1 XJELPy Lord, for men of virtue fail, 

A I iteligion loses ground ; 

The sons of violence prevail, 

And treacheries abound. 

2 Their oaths and promises they break. 

Yet act the flatterer’s part ; 

With fair deceitful lips they speak, 

And with a double heart. 

Watto, Ps. 12. 


GENESIS VI. 

The Flood threatened, 

A ND God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually. 

6 And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the 
eiu*tli, and it grieved him at his heart. 

7 And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have 
created from the face of tlie earth ; Ijoth man and beast, and 
the creeping tiling, and the fowls of th(^ air ; for it repenteth 
me that I have made them. 

8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. 

9 These are the generations of Noah : Noah W'as a just man 
and perfect in his generation, and Noah Avalked with God. 

10 And Noah begat three sons. Shorn, Ham, and Japhetli. 

11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth 
wiis filled with violence. 

12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was 
coiTupt ; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth. 

13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come 
before me ; for the eailh is filled with violene(j through them ; 
and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 

11 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou 
make in the ark, and shall pitch it within and without with 
pitch. 

15 And this is ike fashion w^hich thou shalt make it of: The 
length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of 
it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. 

10 A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit 
shalt thou finish it above ; and the door of the ark shalt thou 
set in the side thereof ; with lower, second, and third stories 
shalt thou make it. 

1 7 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of Avaters upon 
the earth, to destroy all flesh, Avherein is the breath of life, from 
under heaven ; and everj^ thing that is in the earth shall die. 

18 But with thee Avill I establish my covenant; and thou 
shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and 
thy sons’ wives Avith thee, 

19 And of every living thing of all flesh, tAVO of every sort 
shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; 
they shall be male and female. 

20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, 
of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two of 
every sort shall come unto tliec, to keep them ahve. 

21 And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and 
thou shalt gather it to thee ; and it shall be for food for thee, 
and for them. 

22 Thus did Noah; according to all* that God commanded 
liim, so did he. 

Hbfiections uiw Gen. vi. — H ow lamentable, that the increase 
of mankind should be accompanied Avith the increaso of sin ! The 
rci^ ot sin appears in alienation from God; and a matrimonial 
alliance with the profane is always a proof of the absence or decline 
of unfeigned piety. Gigantic bodily power and great mental energy 
aro sometimes found in those who, spiritually considered, have not 
even the strength of imiritual babes in Christ. The reign of sin in 
our world presents before the eye of a holy God, a moral desert, 


filled with corruptions more injurious than poisonous woods and 
venomous reptiles. Still, in the midst of this degeneracy, wo see 
in Noah an eminent type of Jesus, the Saviour of the world. May 
it bo our blessedness to resemble him in holiness, zeal, und fellow- 
ship Avith God. What a contrast is presented by the piety oC Noah, 
and the universal degeneracy of the world in which lie lived! 
Though tho race of man doserA'ca to be for ever annihilated, yet 
God, by act of gracious sovereignty, preserves a portion, Avho, to 
the remotest ages, shall proclaim his praise. In the ark ol‘ Noah w^e 
see a figure of the salvation of Clirist. Happy they avIio floe to this 
refugee! They have no need to bo afraid, though tho eiuth be 
removed, or the mountains bo carried into tho midst of the scu. 


PRAYER. 

/^OD and Father of our Lord and Saviour, w e Avould now 
approach thy gracnous throne Avith humility, coufideiiee, 
and thankfulness, in our dear Redeemer’s name. Holy Spirit, 
mercifully breathe upon ns the spirit of earnest and believing 
prayer I O Lord, Ave adore thee in thy holiness, justice, and 
mercy ; and pray that thou Avouldst graciously sanctify to oui 
hearts those displays of thy character, as a just and merciful 
God, of Avhicli wc have noAv read, in thy sacred Word. When 
AA^c meditate on the vile pollution of tlic luicient Avorld, and on 
thy holin«38s — Avhen avc think on their iniquity, and thy justice, 
what reason have we to exclaim, Wliat is man ! The crown 
has fallen from our heads ! Woe unto us, for avc liave sinned 1 
O teach us to stand in awe of thy holiness, and to think Avitli 
delight on thy purity. Thou art of piu’cr eyes tliau to behohl 
evil, and canst not look upon iniquity. 

O bless to us the remembrance of the sins, tlio guilt, ano 
the punishment of an ancient guilty world. Teach us as a 
family to remember our faults this day. If tliou hadst entered 
into judgment wdth us for our llimily sins, thou w ouldst have 
said respecting us, I will destroy them. Gloiy to thy great 
mercy that thou hast home witri us, Avith our land, and oui 
rulers. In the midst of deserved wrath thou hast remembered 
us with undeserved mercy. 

Praise to Zion’s King, that thy beloved Church is preserved 
to the present day, through a long succession of many genera- 
tions. We glorify thy great name that Avlien, in thy justice, 
thou didst prepare a flood to diistroy thine enemies, in thy 
sovereign grace tliou didst prepare an ark to preserve thy 
Church. Wc thank thee, O Lord, that, amidst the revolutions 
of empires and the overturning of thrones, thy sjiiritual family 
has been preserved secure, in tlic ark of thy gracious Provi- 
dence. We praise thee tliat, in this place of defence, thy 
Church has triumphantly dcfic'd the floods and w aves of perse- 
cution, when they lifted up their voice Avith most infuriated 
violence. Thy voice, O King of Zion, lias ever bticn upon the 
waters ; tliou sittest upon the floods ; thou sittest King for 
ever. 

Most merciful Father, teach our children and household to 
hate sin with a perfect hatred. 0 make them afraid of thy 
judgments. Preserve them from sin, that they may be pre^ 
sei'ved from the floods of divine wrath. 

Blessed God, we present the humble tribute of our thanks- 
giving for covering us, during the past night, Avith the shadow 
of thy wings. Wc lift up our (yes unto thee, O Lord, and 
pray that thou wouldst this day surroimd us with thy favour, 
as with a shield. Give us the unmerited contmuance of thy 
temporal mercies. Agreeably to thy gracious promise, do 
thou supply all our need, according to thy riches in glory by 
Jesus Clirist. Holy Spirit, persuade each member of our 
family, and all our relatives and friends, to flee to the bosom of 
Jesus, the only place of defence from floods of avenging wrath. 

O thou hearer of prayer, accept of this our morning sacri- 
fice, for Jesus’ sake. And w^e ascribe to the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost equal and undivided praises. Amen. 


1.3 


FIEST WEEK.—SATUBDAY EVENING. 


IiOBd’s peavkb. 

Mowni Plecuant, c. m. 

I of all ! wc bow to thee, 

Who dwell’ st in heaven adored; 

But present still through all thy works, 

Tho universal Lord. 

2 Por ever hallowivl bo thy name 

-By all beneath the skies; 

And may thy kingdom still advance 

Till grace to glorj’ rise. 

3 A grateful homage may we yield, 

With hearts resigned to thoc ; 

And as in lu'avcm thy will is done, 

On earth so let it be. 

4 Prom day to day wc humbly o^vn 

The hand that f<*(‘ds us still : 

Give ps our bniud, and teach to rest 

Contented in thy will. 

5 Our sins before tliee we confess ; 

0 may tluiy be forgiven ! 

As we to others mercy show, 

W’e mercy beg li’orn hoaveii. 

Fletcher’s Collect., 106. 

MATTHEW VI. 

Ahmgimmj and Prayer, 

n^’IAKE heed that ye do not your alms before men, to l)e seen 
of them: otherwise yc liave no reward of your Father 
which is in lieaven. 

3 'I'hercfore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a 
tnimprt bcTore thee, as the hyi^ocrites do in the synagogues, 
and iu the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily 1 
say unto you, they have their reward. 

3 But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know 
what thy right hand doeth : 

4 That thine alms may })e in secret : and thy Fatlicr which 
seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly. 

5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypo- 
crites are : for they love to pray standing in the synagogues, 
and in the comers of the streets, that they may be seen of 
men. Verily 1 say unto you, They have their reward. 

6 But thou, when tliou prayest, enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father u liich is in 
secret ; and thy Father which sectli in secret shall reward thee 
openly. 

7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen 
do : for they think that they shall be heard for their much 
speaking. 

8 Be not yc therefore like unto them; for your Father 
knoweth wliat things ye have need of, before ye ask him. 

9 After this manner therefore pray ye : Our Father wliich 
art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

10 Tliy kingdom come. Tliy will be done in earth, as it is 
in heaven. 

1 1 Give us this day our daily bread. 

12 And forgive us our debts, as wc forrive our debtors. 

13 And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 

evil ; For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever. Amen. ^ 

14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you ; 

forgive not men their trespasses, neither will 
vour rather forgive your trespasses. 

Ueflectioits ttton Matt, vi.— To relieve tho poor, from a desire 
of earthly feme, betrays black hj^iocrhy, and is greatly displeasing 
to God. TTioso men must be tenfold the children of Satan, who, in 
their outward acts of devotion, pass by the glory of Goi and 
seea the breath of human applause. Blessed are they who, in their 
xehgious services, seek the approbation of an omniscient God, who 


will reject no prayers which are presented by sincere and 
, suppliants. May Jesus, who has given us a pattern of prayer, 
impart to us tho spirit of prayer! How oomfortiM!---he who 
teaches to pray, is most willmg to answer prayer, folly to 

expect forgiveness from God, if we never forgive ; or to think that 
outward marks of repentance can please God, while the heart remains 
obstinate and insensible. May tho Spirit teach mo repeutance unto 
life ! A child of God shows tho reality of his divine relationship, 
by the following maiks; Ho has laid up treasures beyond the skies; 
he has a single eye to God’s glory ; he owns no authority over his 
heart, but that of God ; he reposes with confidence upon the bosom 
of II special Providence ; ho casts his cares on Christ ; and he looks 
with confidence and tranquillity through the dark veil of futurity, 
to that kingdom above, which is the object of his fondest hopes. 

PRAYER. 

LORD, we adore tbeo as a prayer-bearing God. . We tliank 

thee for that invaluable portion of the oracles of truth we 
have now been privileged to consult, and whore thou, art so 
clearly revealed as the Hearer of prayer. When we meditate 
on thy glorious majesty, on thine infinite and immutable per- 
fections, and on tliy lofty throne and immense dominions, we 
desire to feel devoutly amazed at thy condescension, in opening 
thy gracious car, to hear and accept the prayers of such polluted 
worms of the dust. O teach us to reijoice with joy unspeak- 
able, that we can approach thy presence with acceptance in 
the name of Christ. Unto thee, who hearest prayer, all flesh 
shall come. — O Lord, wc come. We praise thee, that thou 
givest us the most blessed encouragement to come ; for thou 
art good, and ready to forgive, and plenteous in mercy to all 
that call upon thee in truth. 

Most gracious God, we pray to be preserved from hypocrisy 
in our religious observances. O suftfcr us not to bestow alms, 
or to engage in any part of dmne worship, to be seen of men. 
God forbid we should ever prefer the approbation of men 
before the favour of God I 0 let our worship be the worship 
of* tjie Spirit, and our devotion the devotion of the heart. Thou 
promised Spirit of the living God, most mercifully teach ns to 
pray. We would now place ourselves under thy gracious tuition, 
that our prayers may flow from an uuderstauding illuminated 
with dirinc light, and from a heart warmed with divine love. 

Blessed Jesus, we thank thcc as a family for that fonn of 
prayer which thou didst teach thy disciples. O enable us to 
admire the simplicity, the richness, the comprehensiveness 
and the sublimity of that blessed fonn of supplication. 

O Lord, we acknowledge ajid^ adore thee as our Father in 
heaven. Teach our children to embrace thee as their Father^ 
and say, Thou art our Father, and the guide of our youth. 
Of whatever they may be destitute, let them not be destitute of 
a spirit of prayer. 

We pray, O Jesus, that tliy name may be known and glori- 
fied throughout the world, and to the remotest ages. Let it 
be our delight to submit, at all times, to thy preceptive and 
providential will. O we pray that the whole earth may soon 
become the mediatorial kingdom of Jesus, and enjoy the 
boundless blessings of his reign. Wc desire to look up to thy 
special providence for the gracious and constant supply of our 
daily returning wants. O preserve us from the inward corrup- 
tions of our mini heart, and from the outward temptations oi a 
polluted and ensnaring world. Deliver us from the evil of 
sinning, and the evil of sufiering. Let thy hand be our guide, 
and thine arm our guard. 

We now thank thee for the blessings of the day, and for the 
mercies of the week. O forgive our accumulated transgress 
sioiM, Our sins and iniquities, remember them no more. 
Sprinkle ns with Jesus^ blood. Kindly watch over us this 
night, and prepare us for the sacred services of the approaching 
Sabbath. 0 hear us, for Jesus^ sake. Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 



SBCO^fD WEEK.<-SABBATH MORNING. 


DltXASBir BBAUX>> 
WMfOf. LMm. WaltaL 


1 TN anger, Lord, rebuke me not ; 

, * ‘Wi&draw the dreadfiil storm; 

Nor let thy fhrv grow so hot 
Against a feeble worm. 

2 He hears when dust and ashes speak, 

He pities all our groans ; 

Ho saves us for his mercy's sake. 

And heals our broken bones. 


Watts, Ps, 0. 


PSALM V. 

Ood the Itearer of Prayer, 

/^IVE ear to my words, O Lord, consider my meditation. 

2 Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, and my 
God : for unto thee will I pray. 

8 My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O Lord ; in the 
morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up. 

4 For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness : 
neither shall evil dwell with thee. 

6 Tlie foolish shall not stand in thy sight : thou hatest all 
workers of iniquity. 

0 Thou slialt destroy them that speak leasing : the Lord 
will abhor the bloody and deceitful man. 

7 But as for me, I will come into thy house in the multi- 
tude of thy mercy ; and in tliy fear will I w^orship toward thy 
holy temnle. 

8 Leaa me, O Lord, in thy righteousness because of mine 
enemies ; make thy way straight before my face. 

9 For there is no faithfulness in their mouth ; their inward 
part is very wickedness ; their throat is an open sepulchre ; 
they flatter with their tongue. 

10 Destroy tliou them, O God ; let them fall by tlunr oim 
counsels; cast them out in the multitude of their transgres- 
sions ; for they have rebelled against thee. 

11 But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice ; let 
them ever shout for joy, because thou defendest them : let 
them also that love thy name be joyful in thee. 

12 For thou. Lord, wilt bless the righteous; with favour 
wilt thou compass him as with a shield. 

PSALM. VI. 

Prayer in A faction, 

O LOBD, rebuke me not in thine anger, neither chasten mo 
in thy hot displeasure. 

2 Have mercy upon me, O Lord ; for I am weak ; 0 Lord, 
heal me ; for my bones are vexed. 

3 My soul is also sore vexed : but thou, O Lord, how long? 
4 lleturn, O Lord, deliver my soul : oh save me for thy 
mercies^ sake. 

5 For in death there is no remembrance of thee : in the 
grave who shall give thee thanks ? 

6 I am wea^ with my groaning ; all the night make I my 
bed to swim ; I water my couch with my tcai^s. 

7 Mine eye is consumed because of grief; it waxctli old 
because of all mine enemies, 

8 Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; for the Lord 
hath heard the voice of my weeping, 

9 The Lord hath heard my supplication; the Lord will 
receive my prayer. 

10 Let ail mine enemies be ashamed and sore vexed : let 
them return and be ashamed suddenly. 


Reflkctiors xjpok PsALic V. — Blessed truth ! God is the hearer 
of prayer, and he delights in tho supplioations, praises, and modi- 
taUons of his people. Holy and hallowed are tliose days which 
begin and end vrith prayer and fellowship with Ood ! How heart- 
rending the state of the wdoked ! — they arc the objects of the ivine 
abnorrenoo ! 0 the delight which the saints enjoy in the sanctuary 


and its services I While the hearts and lives of the wicked are most 
depraved, believers wish to present before them examples of holiness 
and grace. A dreadful doom awaits the impenitent, but a joyful and 
glorious immortality, awaits the redeemed. 

Reflections upon Psalm vi. — Unfeigned penitence is tho proof 
of true piety. Groat is the anxiety of a child of God to know 
that his afflictions flow from a loving Father, and not from an angry 
Judge. In pleading for the display of divine compassion, employs 
bodily suffering, inward sorrow, and tho forgetfulness of tho grave, 
as powerfiil arguments with the Hearer of prayer. Blessed is the 
state of tho righteous, for their groans, tears, and griefs only belong 
to the present life, and in another world the annoyances of their 
adversaries shall be fur over unknown. Their believing prayers are 
accompanied by the sweetest enjoyment, and we followed by tho 
confusion of all their enemies. 

PRAYER, 

^ LORD, wo DOW surround the family altar in our px‘at 
^ Redeemer's name, on the first clay of tlie week, that holy, 
that hallowed day, on which our Saviour rose triumphant from 
the grave. Most glorious Lord God, we adore thee in thy 
holiness. Thou art not a God that hath pletisiu’C in wicked- 
ness ; neither shall evil dwell with thcc. We adore thee as 
the only wise God; the foolish shall not stand in thy sight. 
We adore thee as a God of truth and of justice; for thou 
shalt destroy them that speak falsehood. O teach us at this 
time, by thy Spirit, to worship thee in spirit and in truth. 

Merciful Father, accept of our tribute of thanksgiving for 
thjr preserving care of us during the last night ; for giving 
thine angels charge over us, and for graciously permitting us 
to approach thy mercy-seat. O let the spirit of supplication 
which rested upon the Psalmist, rest on us, our King and our 
God. Let each one of us, in tho strength of promised grace, 
form and fulfd his resolution when he said, My voice shalt thou 
hear in the morning, O Lord; in the morning will I direct 
my prayer inito thee, and look up. O teach us to continue 
instant in prayer till our dying day; then oui’ life of prayer 
shall be followed by an immortality of praise. 

Wc bless thee for thine earthy courts, and for the animat- 
ing prosjiect of entering into thy sacred sanctuary, to hear the 
voice of love, of mercy, and of salvation. O wc desire to come 
into thy house, in the multitude of thy mercy ; and in thy 
fear we would worship in thy holy temple. 

Holy and righteous Goa, wc confess our sinfulness, un- 
worthiness, and guilt. O rebuke us not in thine anger; 
neither chasten us in thy hot displeasure. TVuly we deserve 
thine anger, but w^e pray that, in the midst of deserved wrath, 
thou wouldst remember us with undeserved mercy. Behold, 
O Lord, our shield, and look upon us in the face of thine 
Anointed. When we are weak, do thou strengthen us; when 
our bones arc vexed with pain, do thou heal us ; when our soul 
is sore vexed, do thou comfort us ; when wc are exposed to 
wicked men, O deliver us from their craft, their malevolence, 
and their power. 

W^c thank thee, O Lord, for the prospect we have of hearing 
the word of life this day. Wc implore from thee the prepara- 
tion of the heart. Under the muiistry of the word may our 
comiptions be mortified, our lusts subducjd, our hearts adorned 
with grace, and om* souls elevated to heaven. Let the ambas- 
sadors of sdvation be eminently blessed, and multitudes added 
to Immanuel’s kingdom. May our congregation and our Sab- 
bath-schools be watered with the dew of heavenly influence. 

Blessed Jesus, we jaray that our children and domestics may 
be captivated with thy loveliness* O make them thy willing 
subjects. 

Grant, 0 Lord, that our rulers may be savingly impressed 
by divine truth." O hear us, for Jesus^ sake. To the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, we ascribe eternal glory. Amen. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, &c. 
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SECOND WEEK,— SAEBATH EVENING. 


ood's soveebionty and goodness. 
Mawffield* Finsbuty. 

O LORD, our heureiily King, 

Thy mime is all divine ; 

Thy glories round the earth aro spread, 
And o’er the heavens they shine, 

\ When to thy works on high 
I raise my wondering eyes, 

And see Die moon, complete in light, 
Adorn the darksome skies ; 

Wlien I survey the stars, 

And all their shining forms; 

Lord, what is man, that wortldess tiling, 
Aldn to dust and worms ? 

Lord, what is worthless man, 

That thou shouldst love him so ? 

Next to* thine angels is he placed, 

And lord of all below. 


Watts, Ps, 8. 

YU 

The righteous Judgments of God. 

G i OD juclgeth the righteoiifii, and God is angry tvith the 
^ wicked every day. 

12 If he turn not, lie ^Vill whet his sword; lie liath licnt 
his bow, and made it ready. 

13 He hath also prepared for liim the instruments of death ; 
he ordaincth his arrows against the persecutoi's. 

]4 Behold, he travaileth with iniquity, and hatli conceived 
mischief, and brought forth falsehood. 

15 He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen into the ditch 
whkh he made. 

16 Ilis mischief shall return upon his own head, and his 
violent dealing shall come down upon his OAvn pate. 

17 I will praise the Lord according to his righteousness: 
and will sing praise to the name of the Lord .most high. 

PSALM VIII. 

God's Kindness to Man. 

LORD our Lord, how excellent is tliy name in all the 
” earth ! who hast set thy glory above the heavens. 

2 Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou or- 
dained sti’cngth because of thine enemies, that thou mightest 
still the enemy and the avenger. 

3 When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, 
the moon and tlic stars, w hieh tliou liast ordained ; 

4 Wliat is man, that thou art mindful of him? and^the 
son of man, tliat thou visitest him ? 

5 Por thou liast made him a little lower than the angels, 
and hast crowned him with glory and lionour. 

6 Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of 
thy hands : thou hast put all things under his feet : 

7 All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field ; 

8 'JHie fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, a 7 id what- 
soever passeth tla*ough tlic paths of the seas. 

9 O Lord our l^rd, how excellent is thy name in all the 
earth. 

IIefi.j:ci’ions jtvos Psaln vii. — G od looks upon his people with 
smiles of love ; but upon his impenitent enemies with blackest 
frowns of wrath. Xlnloss they return to him in humble penitence, 
they must bo inevitably destroyed by the arrows of his vengeance. 
The history of Pharaoh, Saul, Human, and the cnicifiers of the Lord 
of Glory, fumislios an awful illustration of the truth, that the wages 
of sin Is death. Now the believer may be afflicted by the mysteries 
of divine Providence ; hut in heaven tne wdsdom and benevolence of 
the plans of Jehovah will bo the subject of his ceaseless admiration 
and eternal praise. 

KiixKCTioira upon Psalit viir.— 0 Jesus, thy glory is boundless 
and inconceivable; by thy power thou canst teach children to 
proclaim thy praise, and by the raelwly of their youth^l songs thou 

la 


art able to put to silenoo tho voice of blaspheming iufideb. Amaeing 
the condosoension of God to fallen man ! Though the Creator of 
countless orbs of light, he stoops down to lift him up from tho depths 
of his miseries. While Christ in his humanity a nature inferior 
to angels, yet ho is infinitely superior to them in his government, 
which extends to tho whole of animated existence. 0 let it be my 
chief delight to proclaim his excellence, in songs of loftiest praise, 
fjo the latest hour of my mortal existence ; and^ when time shall be 
no more, to join the happy myriads in the heavenly state in singing 
eternal hullelujohs to the Lamb that was slain. 

PRAYER, 

^ LORIOUS and incomprehensible Jehovah, we desire as a 
family, at the close of thy holy Sabbath, to adore thee in 
thine essential glory. Thy name is, I am that I am. O thou 
omniscient God, thou dwellest in the midst of unclouded light.* 
Thou art light, and in thee there is no darkness at all. We 
approach thy throne, in the name of oui* divine advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 

O Lord, thy name is excellent in all the earth. Wherever 
w(; turn our eyes, we see displays of thy glory. We adore 
tliee in the disjdays of thy wisdom, power, and goodness, fur- 
nished by the heavens above us, and by the earth beneath us 
and around us. More especially we adore thee in the displays 
of thy lioliness, mercy, and grace, which we behold in the 
great work of redemption, accomplished by thy well beloved 
Son. O teach us, by the contemplation of thy majesty shin- 
ing in the sun, moon, and stars, to sec our mcannesB and 
insignificance. Wlicn wc look up to the heavens, tcacli us to 
say in devout humility, 'VVhat is man, that thou art mindftil of 
him? and the son of man, that thou mitest him? "We would 
mourn over the millions of tlie children of men who are igno- 
rant of thy name ; and we would pray and plead with eamest- 
noaa, Let the excellence of the name of Jesus, as a redeeming 
God, and a merciful Redeemer, soon he known in all the earth. 
(!) dispel the dark clouds of pagan ignorance ; let tho names of 
false gods be forgotten, and let thy name, 0 Jehovah, be 
adored among the nations. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for the lionour and privilege w c 
have cmjoyed tliis day, in being permitted to assemble in thine 
earthly courts. 'J.Vacli us to say with unfeigned sincerity and 
devotion. How amiable are thy tab^acles, Lord God of 
Hosts ! What arc we, that we have heard the voice of salva- 
tion, and tlie sweet sounds of mercy ! Teach us to mourn over 
oiu* imperfections. If our minds have wandered ujion the 
mountains of vanity, while the solemn realities of eternity de- 
manded the most serious attention of our thoughts, we would 
supplicate, for Jesus’ sake, the forgiveness of our God. 

If we ourselves have derived any benefit from thine ordi- 
nances, we now praise thee with thankful hearts. For the 
assistance given to thy ministers, and for the benefit conferred 
upon thy people through all the churches, we present the 
tribute of our gratitude. If poor sinners liavc been saved, if 
spiritual captives have been set at liberty, we would rejoice 
with angels in heaven, and sing, Glory to God in the highest, 
on earth peace, and good will towards men I 

Thou, O Lord, hast ordained strength out of the mouths 
babes and sucklings. Mercifully touch the hearts of our chiU 
dren, and out of their mouth do thou ordain strength. O teach 
them, with melody of heart and rapture of soul, to proclaim 
thy praise. 

We pray, that the incorruptible se^d which has been sown 
this day on many hearts, may be followed by a rich and glo- 
rious harvest. 0 Lord, cover us this night with the wings of 
thy pfovidential care ; and hear our prayer, for Jesus’ sake. 
To the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, we ascribe ♦glory and 
power, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, &c, ^ 


SaoONB WMK.~-MONl)AT MORNING. 


TBS vuxm. 

' MUdngtoik. 3tMhi$» * uu, 

1 fPSB dobiBo at tibe oall 

^ In wiiat impettumi smams it fell ! 
lEhridWed the moimtai^ 

And swept a guilty world to Uell. 
i In vain the tallest sons of pride 
Hod from the dose nnrstting wave ; 

Nor could their mightiest towers ddend. 

Nor swiftness ’scape, nor courage save. 

8 How dire the wreck ! how loud the roar ! 

How shrill the universal cry 
Of millions in the last despair, 

Be-echoed from tho lowermg sky ! 

4 Yet Noah, hiunble, happy saint ! 

Surround^ with a chosen few, 

I 8at in his ark, secure from fear, 

And sang the grace that steered him through. 

Doddbioob. 

GENESIS VII. 

Entering into the Arh. 

A ND the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy 
house into the ark ; for thee have I seen righteous before 
me in this generation. 

2 Of eve^ dean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the 
male and his female j and of beasts that are not clean by two^ 
the mede and his female. 

3 Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the female ; 
to ke^ seed alive upon the face of aU the earth. 

4 lor yet seven o^s, and I will cause it to rain upon the 
earth forty days and rorty nights; and every Hving substance 
that I have mrae will I destroy from off the face of tho earth. 

5 Ajid Noah did according unto aU that the Lord com- 
manded him. 

6 And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of 
waters was upon the earth. 

7 And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his 
sons’ wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the 
flood. 

8 Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of 
fowls, and of evoiything that creepeth upon the earth, 

9 There went in two and two imto Noah, into tho ark, the 
mde and the female, as God had commanded Noah. 

10 And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of 
the flood were upon the earth. 

11 In the sixth hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second 
month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were 
all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows 
of heaven were opened. 

12 Ai\d the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty 
nights. 

13 In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, 
and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noali’s wife, and the three 
wives of his sons with them, into the ark : 

14 They, and every beast after his kind, and all the cattle 
after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth after his kind, and every fowl after his kmd, evejy 
bird of every sort. 

15 And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two 
of all fleshy wherein is the breath of Ufe. 

16 And they that went in, went in male and female of all 
aa God had commanded him : and the Lord shut him in. 

vtov Qm, vn. — A lifb of purity is the blessed evi- 
dence of a life of safety. Great is the difl^noe betwixt dean 
and undean beasts; &r greater the difference betwixt dean and 
unclean souls. Chir God is Just, to whom vengeanoe bdougs, and 
they Bre truly blessed who ms and obey God. Tho graces of an 


aged saint are stars which diine for ever. Have wo fled to Jesus, 
the only xeftige from the storm? The spontaneous entranced 
diyerso animals into tho ark wbb a wondorfm display of God’s sove- 
reignty and power. We see in the oommenoement and inoroose of 
the waten of tho flood, that God is os true to his ihroatenings as to 
his promises. How dreadflil is sin, which even changed rain into a 
curse! That is an auspicious day on which wo enter the Ark of 
Salvation, to which sinners, viler tlian reptiles, are encouraged to floe. 
Are we spiritually alive ? lien we have the breath of prayer ; we ore 
shut safely in the oovenont of grace, and shall be shut in safely in 
heaven. Lord Jesus, wo floe to thoo, the Ark of our salvation.’’ 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, grace as well as maiesfy belongoth unto 
^ thee. We are therefore encouraged to draw near to thy 
throne with humble confidence, in the name of Jesus, thy Son 
and our advocate. Teach us to present our morning prayer 
under a deep and lively impression of those displays of thy 
holiness and mercy, of which wc have now read in the pages of 
thy holy Word. 

O Lord, may the remembrance of the sins of the old world 
peatly aflect us with a sense of our own. We and our fathers 
have sinned. As individuals, as a family, as a congregation, 
and as a nation, we have sinned : yea, we have dealt very cor- 
ruptly against thee. Alas, we have often hardened our necks, 
and have not hearkened to thy holy commandments. We are 
no more worthy to be called thy children. 

Glory to God, there is mercy with thee, that thou mayest be 
feared. O extend to us thy pardoning mercy, through the 
righteousness of Jesus. Our guilt is great — it is like the great 
moimtains ; but wc rejoice that tho merit of a Saviour’s blood 
is greater than our guilt. O may that most animating promise 
be fulfilled in our experience : Though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as snow ; though they bo red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool. O do as thou hast said. Thou hast promisca, 
I, even I am he that blottcth out all thy transgressions for my 
name’s sake. O mercifully do as thou hast said. 

Wc now desire, with humility and joy, to present our sacrifice 
of thanksgiving. We praise thee that wc have been sustained 
by thy providential core during tho past night. By thy good- 
ness we have lain down, and not been afraid; yea, we have 
lain down, and our sleep has been sweet. 

We thank our God for the blessings thou hast conferred 
upon OTU* nation and government, upon our neighbourhood, our 
church and congregation, on our relatives, and on ourselves as 
a family and as individuals. 

We supplicate grace, that wc may pass tlirough this day 
under a deep impression of thy holiness and our sinfulness, of 
thy righteousness and our unwortliiness. Enable us to be 
diligent and conscientious in aU our duties and lawful engage- 
ments. Teach us watchfulness, humility, and circumspection, 
and thus show to all around us that tlie fear of God is before 
our eyes. 

Holy Spirit, teach us to see in the ark provided for Noah 
and his family a blessed figure of that salvation provided for 
millions of our race. O we bless thee that thou art most 
mercifully inviting us to enter the Ark ot Salvation, saying to 
us as thou didst say unto Noah, Come thou, and all thy house, 
into the ark. As thou didst incline all descriptions of creatures 
I to enter the ark of Noah, O incline our hearts, and the hearts 
of our beloved relatives and friends, to enter into the ark of 
mercy. 

Captivate. the souls of our children and eervante, and mag 
they flee speedily to the ark qf thy salvation. 

O draw us with the cords of love, and we will run after thee, 

O our God. Hear these our prayers, for Jesus’ sake. And we 
would ascribe to Father, Son, and Hdly Ghost dominion and 
power, fox' ever and ever. Amen. 

i> ir 


SECOND WEEK-^MONDAY EVBNIIKJ. 


GOLDEN BtTLE, 

WamMultr, Man^. 

1 *DLESSED Redeemer, how divine, 

How righteous is this rule of tUno, 
To do to all men just the same 
As wo expect or wish from thorn ! ” 

2 This golden lesson, short and plain. 
Gives not the mind nor memory puin ; 
And every conscience must approve 
This universal law of love. 

3 How blest would every nation be. 

Thus ruled by love and equity ! 

All would bo friends, without a foe. 

And form a paradise below. 


Watts, 38, J8. /. 


MATTHEW VII. 

JDivinc Countela, 

J UDGE not, that ye be not judged. 

2 For witli what judgment ye judge, ye shall be Judged : and 
with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. 

3 And why beholdcst thou the mote that is in thy brother’s 
cjye, but considcreat not the beam tliat is in thine own eye ? 

4 Or how wilt thou say to tliy brother, Let me pull out the 
mote out of thine eye : and, behold ! a beam is in thine own eye? 

5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of tliinc own 
eye ; and then shalt thou sec clearly to east out the mote out 
of thy brother’s eye. 

6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast 
yc your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their 
feet, ana turn again and rend you. 

7 Ask, atid it shall be givem you ; seek, and ye shall find ; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you : 

8 For every one that asketli re(!eivcth ; and he that secketh 
findeth j and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 

9 Or what man is there of you, whom, if his son ask bread, 
will he give him a stone ? 

10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent ? 

11 If ye then, bemg evil, knowhow to give good gifts unto 
your children, how much more shall your Father whicli is in 
heaven give good things to them that ask him? 

12 Therefor<5 all things whatsoever ye w'ould that men should 
do to you, do you even so to them ; for this is the law and the 
prophets. 

13 Enter ye in at the stmit gate : for wdde is the gate, and 
broad is the way that Icadcth to destruction, and many there 
bo which go hi thereat : 

14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
loadeth unto life, and few there bo that find it. 

24 Therefore, whosoever licarcth these sayings of mine, and 
docth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his 
house upon a rock : 

25 And the rain desccndexl, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house ; and it feU not ; for it 
was founded upon a rock. 


26 And every one that heareth these saying of mine, and 
doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolnsh man, which 
built his house upon the sand : 


27 And the rain descended, and the floods emne, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house : and it fell : and great 
vras the fall of it. 

28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, 
the pe^Ie were astonished at bis doctrine : 

29 For he taught them as one having authority, and not as 
the scribes. 

ItEnBCcroirs dpok Matt, vn,— Vo should ever be mere oon- 
eemed to judge ourselves than to judge others, remembering we 
IB 


ore under God’s eye, who judgoth the heart. How hnportant!*^. 
reformation should begin at homo. Lord deliver us ftom sin^ which 
has rendered the wicked more degraded than dogs and twine! Let 
us rejoice that prayer and promise are insepatamy oonneoted. The 
prayer of frith is a tree of Hfe, whkdi bears the most precious and 
abundant fruit. The love even of the best of earthly ppenis can 
bear no proportion to the compassion of God, our ISsm&t in heaven. 
If we arc bom again, we will snow that kiridBOss to others which we 
wish them to show unto us. We should often seriously ask, whether 
wo have passed tluough tho gate of conversion, whion leads to the 
joys of licavcn, and by which alone we can escape from the miseries 
of hell. Arc we building our hopes upon the Book Christ ? — ^then we 
are truly wise ; but infinitely foolish are they who prefer their own 
works before the righteousness of Christ, for at death their hopes 
perish. 




PRAYER. 

A DORABLE Lord God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
wo desire to present our evening sacrifice, in the name 
of Jesus, the Lamb who takoth away the sin of the world. O 
Lord, thou reignest upon the throne of universal dominion. 
We confess with shame that we have often opposed thy. divine 
authority. Thou art clothed with power ; thou hast girded 
thyself with strength. Though we are insignificant worms of 
the dust, we would lament that we have often presumptuously* 
opposed thy justice, which is armed with thy poww, O teaon 
us to stand in awe of thy majesty, and to confide in thy mercy. 

Father of mercies, we thank thee for the renewed and in- 
creasing instances of thine undeserved goodness we have 
experienced during the past day. We praise thee that thou 
hast preserved our lives, whihj others this day have drawn their 
last breath. May thy providential care be extended to us 
during another night. O thou who never slumberest nor 
sleepest, be our gracious guardian while we are asleep on our 
beds. We commit ourselves, O Jesus, to thy gracious bosom. 

Holy Spirit, thou who art promised as an instructor and 
comforter to the saints, we humbly supplicate thy blessing on 
the divine ordinance of the reading of the Scriptures, in wmoh 
we Lave now been permitted to engage. May we find Jesus 
in thy Word, since it testifies of him. O may we find life, 
life eternal, when wo read the sacred pages, seeing they contain 
the words of eternal life. 

Sanctify the wise and gracious precepts wo have now read. 
In obedience to our Lord, suffer us not to sit in judgment on 
others, but may we sit in judgment upon ourselves, and 
impartially examine ourselves whether we be in the faith. 0 
deliver us from a censorious spirit, and inspire us with a spirit 
of love and forgiveness toward our offending brethren. O 
make us more concerned to find out and avoid oiu* own faults, 
than to seek out and expose the blemishes of others. ^We bless 
thee our God for the unspeakable encouragement thou hast 
given to approach thy throne of grace in inrayer, to seek thy 
mercy. O Lord, we ask solvation ; for thou hast said, Ask : 
and thou hast promised we shall receive. We now seek the 
rich blessings of a Saviour’s purchase; for thouhast said, Seek: 
and thou hast promised we i^all find. We now, most mteious 
Father, knock at mercy’s door; for thou hast said, Enodk: 
and thou hast promised the door shall be opened. Glory, glory 
to our God, for those kind oommands, and for those gracious 
promises. O what shall we render to thee for such ei^oouraging 
words’, which are sweeter than the honey which droppeth fiom 
the comb ! 

O teach our children to pray,; and tiU the close oflife^ may 
they continue hwnhle and earnest suppliants at mercf^s door. 

Heaven grant that aU*our hopes mav be firmly built mi Jemm, 
the only R^k of A^. 0 hear us, far Jesus’ sake; wHIe we 
ascribe to Fathel*, Son, and Holy Spirit^ everlastii^ pnusea. 
Amen. 


SECOND WBBIL-^TDBSDAY MOBNINO. 


JBSfTS TUB TBVB ARK. 
iWiiEiol}. ^aikwmik u m. 

1 OO inAy I sintg, in 

^ Whue Btoms of Tennoanoe'roTuid me fall; 

Ooimoious how high my hopes ore flx^d, 

Beydnd what rimicos this earthly ball. 

2 Enter thine arl^ while patience wait8> 

Nor ever quit that sure retreat ; 

^en the wide dood which buries earth 
Shall waft thee to a fairer seat. 

8 Nor wreoh, nor ruin there is seen ; 

There not a wave of trouble rolls ; 

But the bright rainbow round the throne 
Seals endless lifs to all their souls. 

_ Boodwdos. 

GENESIS VIII. 

Ooinff out of th« Ark. 

A ND Qt)d remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all 
the cattle that was with him in the ark ; and God made 
a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged. 

2 The fountains also of the deep and the windows of hea- 
ven were stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained; 

4 And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seven- 
teenth dajr of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat. 

6 And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah 
opened the window of the atk which he had made : 

7 And he sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, 
until the waters were dried up from off the earth. 

8 Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters 
were abated from off the face of the ground, 

9 But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and 
she returned unto him into the ark, for the waters were on 
the face of the whole earth : then he put forth his hand, and 
took her, and pulled her in unto him into the ark. 

10 And he stayed yet other seven days ; and again he sent 
forth the dove out of the ark ; 

11 And the dove came in to him in the evening ; and, lo, 
in her mouth was an oliv(j leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew 
that the waters were abated from off the earth. 

1 2 And he stayed yet other seven days ; and sent forth 
the dove; which returned not again unto him any moic, 

13 And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in 
the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried 
up from off the earth: and Noah removed the covering of the 
ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dry. 

14 And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth 
day of the month, was the earth dried. 

15 And God spake unto-Noah, saying, 

16 Go forth of the ark, thou, and tliy wife, and thy sons, 
and thy sous^ wives with thee. 

17 Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with 
thee, of all flesh, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of every 
creeping thing tliat creepeth upon the earth ; that they may 
breed abundantly in tbo earth, and be fruitful, and multiply 
upon the earth. 

18 And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and 
his sons* wives with him : 

19 Every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, and 
whatsoever creepeth upon the earth, ^ter their kinds, weut 
forth out df the ark. 

20 And Noah builded an altar unto the Lorp ; and took 
of every dean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered 
burnt offerings on the altar. 

BartMUXORS vwpx Gxsr. vm. — Saints ever live in the remembrance 
of Ood| vrhoie over^^mling and restraining power none can resist. 
At his oottEiteairiiibe floods of tribularion are dried tm. 
rest! B it Jeans, the Bock df Ages? Then, at death, we 


joyAilly behold the celestial .hills; and wo shall sco through the 
Window of divine promises the ^^iorieB of heaven. Tho raven is a 
flguro of sensual mmds, while the dove is an emblem of the renewed 
hoort. True saints seek and find rest in Jesus, and faithfhl ministers 
wait his will, and go at his command. Lord hasten Ihe day when 
tho floods of impurity and sin shall be dried up from the face of the 
earth ! Blessed day ! when Qod calls his people from their earthly 
tabernacle to their heavenly home. God cores for all his creatures, 
more especially for his saints. A family, ons in Christ, is a sight 
which angels admire. Irrational creatums are j^sivs agents, but 
believers are active servants. Angels guard those habitations where 
altars are reared to the honour of God. 


PRAYER. 

^ LORD, we adore thee in the name of Jesus, as very great, 
” as clothed with honour and majesty. Thou alone art the 
great and mighty God ; the Lord of Hosts is thy name. O 
how infinitely glorious is thy name, for it is exalted above all 
blcssii^ and praise ! Mercifully teach us to rejoice that thy 
grace is equal to thy fatness, and thy mercy to thy majesty. 
Thou art ready to pardon, slow to anger, and of great kindness. 
Holy Spirit, inspire us with faith ; then shall we claim an 
interest in God as tho Lord our God. Hast thou not said, 

O God of our salvation, I am the Lord your God? We 
now take encouragement and say, Thou art the Lord our God ; 
whom have we in the heavens but thee ? 

Thou holy, thou heart-searching God, wc confess that we 
are sinners, and arc no more worthy to bo called thy children. 

O forgive us through our Saviour^s blood. Let our personal 
sins, our family sins, our congregational sins, our national 
sins be blotted out, and remembered no more. Behold our . 
atoning sacrifice, and remember them no more. 

Wc thank our Father and God for the sleep and protection 
afforded us during another night ; and we would rejoice that 
in the beginning of another day wc eiyoy an opportimity of 
encompassing tho domestic altar. 0 may wc enter upon a 
new day, under the encouraging smiles of thy gracious provi- 
dence. We implore the direction of thy wisdom, and the 
assistance of thy grace, both in our religious duties, and in our 
lawful secular engagements. O let all our actions show that 
our affections are warmed with thy love, and that thy law | 
is written upon our hearts. 

May tho dew of divine influence descend upon the portion 
of the sacred liistory we have now read. As thou didst mer- 
cifully remove the flood of waters from the face of the earth, 
do thou graciously take away our sins, which, alas, have over- 
spread our nature like a mighty flood, and removed from our 
souls the lovely traces of thy moral image. As thou didst 
restore the earth to beauty and fruitfulness, adorn our souls 
with tho verdure of holiness, and enrich them with the 
fruitfulness of grace. We mourn, O Lord, over tho flood of 
sin, of paganism, and idolatry, with which so great a propor- 
tion of our world is overspread. Holy Spirit, breathe upon 
our world, and cause these desolating nooas to disappear for 
ever. O teacli us to resemble the piety and thankftuncss of 
Noah, who built an altar, and sacrificea to his God. O may 
we ever have in the midst of us a domestic altar ; and throu|;h- 
out our whole lives may we never cease to present our mormng 
and our evening saenfico. Blessed Lora God, as thou didst 
mercifully accept the sacrifice of Noah, let this our family 
ever enjoy thy smiles, and may our persons and sacrifices be 
accepted m the Beloved. 

0 remove from our children and domestics the flood of sin 
with which their nature is covered, and adorn them with the 
verdure of grace. 

.Lord, hear our prayers, for the sake of our divine Int^« 
cessor. And to the Fath^, Son, and Holy Spirit we a^bo 
unceasing honour and praises. Amen. 
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SECOND WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


THE LEPER BSALEH. 

JS?gi3i5p«. Oixuige, 8 imovf$. *. H* 

1 TIEHOLP the leprous Jew, 

" OMTesaod with pain and grief, 

Pouring nis tears at Jesus’ feet 
Per pity and relief. 

2 0 speak the word, ho cries. 

And heal mo of my pain : 

Lord, thou art able, if thou wilt, 

To make a leper clean. 

8 Compassion moves his heart ; 

Ho speaks the gracious word ; 

The leper feels his strength return, 

And all his sickness cured. 

RirpoN, 102. 

MATTHEW VIII. 

Miracles of Mercy* 

T^HEN he was come down from the mountain, great mul- 
titudes followed him. 

2 And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, 
saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou caust make me clean. 

8 And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I 
will ; be thou dean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 

4 And Jesus saith unto him, See thou tell no man; but go 
thy way, show thvself to the priest, and offer the gift that 
Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them. 

6 And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came 
unto him a centurion, beseeching him. 

6 And saying. Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the 
palsy, grievously tormented. 

7 And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him. 

8 The centurion answered and said. Lord, I am not worthy 
that thou shouldest come under my roof; but speak the word 
only, and my servant shall be healed. 

9 For I am a man imder authority, having soldiers under me: 
and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth ; and to another, Como, 
and he cometh ; and to my servant, Do this, and ho doeth it, 

10 When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them 
that followed, Verily I say unto you, 1 have not found so great 
fisith, no, not in Israel. 

14 And I say xmto you. That many shall come fi^m the 
east and west, and shidl sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, 
and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. 

12 But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into 
outer darkness : there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

18 And Jc^us said unto the centurion, Go thy way ; and as 
thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant 
was healed in the selfsame hour. 

^ 14 And when Jesus was come into Peter’s house, he saw 
his wife’s mother laid, and sick of a fever. 

16 And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and 
she arose and ministered unto them. 

18 Now when Jesus saw great multitudes about him, he 
gave commandment to depart unto the other side. 

19 And a certain scribe came and said unto him. Master, I 

will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. ^ 

20 And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not 
where to lay his head. 


BaraEonoEs pow Matt, vni.-- We arc followers of Christ in 
name, are we in heart? God speedily and effootually answers 
the prayer of earnestness and of faith. Our sacrifice of praise 
m never bear any pn^ioition to the abundance of God’s mmies. 
Blessed are those men of power, and of wealth, who are men of 
prayer, and who make their servants the subject of their earnest 
intercessions. Jesus kindly teaches, and Jesus menafhllv answers 
the of feith. Strong faith end great 


united. Afflictions are God’s servants, who ooma and m whan ha 

g iases. Jesus is the Author of frith, and the Donor frith, and 
admires and honours the frith ha gives. Are we the ehildm of 
the kingdom by frith in Christ? then heavm will be onr blessed and 
eternal home. Lord Jesus, heal the maladies of our souls. Diiease 
is the fruit which sin produces, but Christ’s touch can heal the one, 
and remove the other. Blessed Jesus, have merov on the multitude 
of nations, which never knew, nor ever heard thy gracious name. 
Thej)r who trust in their own strength can never faith^r follow 
Christ. Lord give us ihy Spirit ; then we will be frithml unto 
death. 


PRAYER. 

^LORIOUS Jehovah, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, thou alone art worthy of the adorations of men and 
angels. O teach us as a family to adore thee in the name of 
our blessed Jesus. Holy Spint, inspire us with a portiem of 
that adoring reverence and that exalted love which angels fed. 
O Lord, who can by searching find thee out ? None can find 
out thee, the Almighty, unto perfection. In thy works of 
creation and providence, but more especially in thy redeeming 
works, thou art past finding out. In thyself thou art infinitely 
higher than the neavens; what can we do? The mysteries of 
thy providence are deeper than hell; what can we knoNV? 
Thy matchless perfection is longer than the earth and broader 
than the sea. ^ou art the unsearchable, the incomprehensible 
Lord God. 

We present before our God and Father in Christ the sacri«^ 
fice of our thankfiilness for the mercies of the past day. We 
thank thee that thou hast continued to crown us with thy 
goodness, and to fill our cup with the blessings of thine abundl 
ance. Lord, we praise thcc that, while we deserve to drink 
wrath, thou art causing us to drink mercy. 

We seek thy gracious protection this night. Give us the 
soothing refreshment of sleep ; and on the morning of another 
day may we awake invigorated for thy service. O comfort 
those who are laid upon the bed of languishing. Give them 
thy prospect of the sweet rest of heaven. 

Holy Spirit, bless what we have now read of the mercy, the 
skill, and the power of Jesus, the divine phpician. Blessed 
Jesus, we adore thee as the physician of the souls of men. 
Thou art as able and as willmg to heal the diseases of the 
soul, as those of the body. When in our world, in thy humbled 
humanity, thou didst never refuse^to heal the bodily diseases 
of those who came unto thee ; and we rejoice that thou wilt 
by no means cast out those who come unto thee groaning 
tinder the diseases of their souls, and crying to be heale£ 
There is balm in Gilead. O JesuS, thy blood, thy rightecnis- 
ness, and thy spirit, are the precious, the healing balm. Hiere 
is a physician there, O Jesus; thou art the physician, the only 
physician. 

We place ourselves before thee, polluted with the lq>rosy of 
sin. We acknowledge there is no disease like this, there is no 
pollution like this. If thou wilt, thou const make us dean. 
O make us clean. Say to us as a family, I will, be thou dean. 

MercifidJesus, deliver our dear children from the disease ^ 
sin. Open their eyes, that they may see the diseases of thetr 
souls, and that they may see thyself as the only physician* 0 
take from them the disease of thoughtlessness, enmity^ and 
pride* 

Blei^ Saviour, as thou didst restore the servant of iSba 
oenturion to natural life, O show tfajr gracious power in 
delivering each one of us from spiritual deatl^ and most mer- 
cifuUy bmthe upon us that life which is h^ven]^ divine. 
As an evidence of this life, give us large measures of the ipirit 
of prayer. O hear our supplioations, for Immannd’s sake. 
And to the Father, Son, ana Holy^ Ghost be ascribed nuyjesqr 
and power, for ever and ever. Amen. 


I 


SBCOND WEEK;— WM)NBBDAY MORNING. 


nuxsa VO GOB MB JUBBBHFTIOK. 

IfOuL Jhwokffif, am. 

1 T ET them tiiy gloiy^ Lord, 

Xi 'vjriio nerea: knew iky grace, 

But our loud aougs shall stiu record 
The wonders of thy praise. 

d Wo raise our shouts, 0 God, to thee, 

And send them to thy throne, 

All glory to the united Throe, 
l£e undivided One. 

9 ’Twos ho (and we ’ll adore his name,) 

That formed us by a word, 

’Tie he restores our ruined f^iWo ; 

Salvation to the Lord ! 

Wattd, 85, U. //. 

GENESIS IX. 

The Hainbow and Covenant. 

A ND God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, 
Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth. 

2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon 
eveiy beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon 
all tnat moveth upon the earth, and umn all the Ashes of the 
sea ; into your hand are they delivered. 

8 Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; 
even as the green herb have I given you all tilings. 

4 But flewi with the life thereof, w/ucA is the blood thereof, 
shall ye not cat. 

6 And surely your blood of your lives will I require ; at the 
hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man ; at 
the hand of every man^s brother will I require the life of man. 

6 Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be 
shed : for in the imago of God made he man. 

7 And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply ; bring forth abun- 
dantly in the earth, and multiply therein. 

8 And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, 
saying, 

9 And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and 
with your seed after you ; 

10 And with every living creature that is with you, of the 
fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth with you ; 
from all that go out of the ark, to every beast of the earth. 

11 And 1 will establish my covenant with you; neither 
shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood ; 
neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth. 

12 And God said, This is the token of the covenant which 
I make between me and you and every living creature that is 
with you, for perpetual generations ; 

13 I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token 
of a covenant between me and the earth. 

14 And it shall come to pass, when I brins a doud over the 
earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloua : 

16 And I win remember my covenant, which is between me 
and you and every living creature of all flesh ; and the waters 
shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. 

16 And the bow shall be in the cloud; and 1 will look upon 
it, that I may remember the everlastinff covenant between God 
and every living creature of aU flesh that is upon the earth. 

17 And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the cove- 
nant, which I have estabUshed between me and all flesh that 
is upon the earth. 

18 And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were 
Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: and Ham is the father of 
Canaan. 

^ 19 These are the three sems of Noah ; and of them was 
whole earth overspread. 

Ojor. u* — Jesns ! thou art the divino fountain 
fcwir j r h snee ah Uekismgs flow. All oxeatnres are rendei^ sobser- 
vtMt to man’s happiness; inay he exercise his authority with wisdom. 


thankfiihiess, and meroy. If the blood of beasts is preolous, how in* 
finitely more precious is the blood of Christ ! Affecting tiu A ! 
blood of Christ was shed, and his incarnation murdered ! In the 
millennium groat will be the increase of oTir species, and great tho * 
increase of piety. Holy families are within God’s covenant, and enjoy 
his fellowship. Living creatures are preserved by God to serve the 
purposes of his wisdom, sovereignty, and goodness. Have wo enter^ 
into covenant with Chmt ? then wo are safe from the flood of divine 
wrath; we have tho earnest of the Spirit, tho token of divino love 
that God is ours, that we ore his. Doos God look upon die cloud, 
and remember his covenant with Noah ? let us look upon tho rain- 
bow, and remember Christ’s covenant with us. Let us earnestly 
pray that our hearts may bo inclined to enter into covenant with 
Christ, and may wo be made tho heirs of that heaven, from wliich 
we shall go no more out. Amen. 

PRAYER. 

^ THOU omnipresent Jehovah, we desire in the name of 
” Christ, and in dependence upon thy promised Spirit, to 
approach thy throne, and to present our morning sacrifice. 
Blessed Jesus, clothe us witli thy righteousness ; Holy Spirit, 
enrich us with thine influences. O thou Hearer of prayer, 
fill our souls with joy, that thou art everywhere present to 
hear prayer. While thine omnipresence is a cause of alarm to 
thine enemies, make this glorious perfection of thy nature a 
source of consolation to our souls. Glory to thy name, that 
thou art a very present help to us in time of trouble. Alas I 
O Father of mercies, that wo have so often been insensible to 
the truth of thine omnipresence, and that we have deprived 
ourselves of the animating consolation flowing from a lively 
faith in thy gracious presence. O Lord, lay not this sin to 
our charge ! We confess that, in the hour of aflSiction, we 
have not A*awn from the doctrine of thy gracious omnipresence 
that help and comfort which it is always calculated to afford to 
thy believing people. 0 Lord, lay not this sin to our charge ! 
Wc acknowledge with shame that in our afiliction we have 
mourned as if there were no Saviour near to soothe our 
sorrow, and as if there were no comforting Spirit near to 
sanctify onr affliction. O Lord, for the sake of a Saviour’s 
righteousness, lay not this sin to our charge ! 

We thank thee, O Lord, for thy watcliful and gracious care 
over us during the past night. 0 preserve us firom the snares 
and temptations of this day. Assist us in the faithful discharge 
of duty, and in the diligent observance of ordinances. 

We thank thee, O G(^ of salvation, for those manifestatiems 
of thy faithfulness and mercy to Noah of which we have now 
read. Thy mercy is higher than the heavens, and thy truth 
rearlieth to the clouds. We praise thee for the fulfilment of 
thy covenant with Noah, in removing the flood of waters 
from the face of the earth. We thank thee that, as indi- 
viduals, and as a family, thou hast iu thy great mercy 
delivered us from many floods of affliction. O may all of us, 
by the righteousness of Jesus, be preserved in time and eternity 
from the floods of divine wrath. Glory to God in the highest, 
if any of us are the subjects of thy saving and redeeming 
mercy 1 When we wore ready to perish, thine eye looked 
upon us with pity, thy mercy came to our relief; we cried 
unto thee, thou diiit hear our prayer, and deliver us. 

Glory to our God, for the covenant of grace I We thank 
thee that, in the covenant with Noah, thou didst secure the 
earth tom being ever visited again with a flood of waters. 
More especially we thank thee that, in the covenant of grace^ 
thou hast eternally secured thy Church tom being visited with 
a flood of divine vengeance. 

0 clothe our children with the robe of righteousness, that 
they may he defended from thy wrath ; and give them thy 
grac^, to defend them from ten thmsand snares. 

Hear our feeble piwer, fer Jesus’ sake, to whom, with the 
Fathca* and the H 07 Ghost, be endless praises. Amen. 

2} 




SECOND WEEK.—WBDNESDAY EVENING. 


3 AilPON SPOKEN BY CH&IST. 

Oatf^i XoM* I/«odanUf, c. ic. 

1 TIT Y Saifiour, lot me hoar thy voice 

Pronounce tho words of peace ; 

And all my wannest powers shall join 
To celebrate thy grace. 

2 With gentle smiles call mo thy child, 

And speak my sins forgiven : 

The accents mild shall charm mine ear 
All like tho harps of heaven. 

8 Cheerful, where’er thy hand shall lead, 

Tho darkest path I’ll tread ; 

Cheerful I ’ll quit these mortal shore.*?, 

And mingle with the dead. 

Doddridge. Fletcmeh’s Com.., C8. 


MATTHEW IX. 

The Dinecued healed. 

A nd he entered into a sliip, and passed over, and camo 
into Ins own city. 

2 And, behold, they brought to liini a man siiik of the palsy, 
lying on a bed : and Jesus seeing their faith saith unto the sick 
of the palsy ; Son, be of good cheen* ; thy sins be forgiven thee. 

8 And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves. 
This man blasphcineth. 

4 And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wlicrcifore think 
ye evil in your hearts ? 

8 For whether is easier, to say, sins be forgiven thee : 
.or to say, Arise and walk ? 

6 But that yc may know tliat llie Son of man hath power 
on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to tlic sick of the 
palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. 

7 And he arose, and departed to his house. 

8 But when the multitudes saw i7, they inanxdled, and 
glorified God, whieli liad given such power unto men. 

9 And 08 Jesus passed forth from thcuce, he saw a man, 
named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom ; and he 
saith unto him, Follow me. And lie arose, and followed liim. 

18 While he spake thcsii things unto them, Behold, there 
came a certain ruler, and worshipped him, sajdiig, My daughter 
is even now dead : but come and lay thy hand upon her, and 
she shaU live. 

19 And Jesus arose, and followed him, and so did his dis- 
ciples. 

20 And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue 
of blood twelve years, came behind hm, and touched tlic hem 
of bis garment : 

21 For she said within herself, If I may but touch his 
garment, I shall be whole. 

22 But Jesus turned liim alx)ut, and when he saw her he 
said, Daughter, be of good comfort ; thy faith hath made thee 
whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour. i 

27 And when Jesus dtmarted thence, two blind men followed 

him, crying, and saying, Thou son of David, have mercy on us. 

28 And w^hen he was come into the house, the blind men 
came to him: and Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye that I 
am able to do this ? Tliey said unto him, Yea, Lord. 

29 Then touched he their eyes, saying. According to voiir 
&itb bo it unto you. * • 

30 And their eyes were opened; and Jesus straitly charged 
them, saying. See that no man know it. 

31 But they, when they were departed, spread abroad liis 
fiune in all that country. j 


Bi^BOXtoKs iTPOK Hayt. IX.— A poLued body is gnovous, but in- 
niQ^y more oalamitous is a palsied soul. How often Jesus, the 
perfootioa of mercy, met the perfection of enmity I Blessed Sanour, 


take ft^m us the defonnity of sin, and give us thf. bcautv cS hct 
ness. Lord, give the word, and imdan^ the spiritual mseases 
our soul shall depart, and instantly spiritual health wiU be restore 
If we are the subjeots of grace, God^ acts of grace will excite 
wonder, love, and praise. lord, draw us, and we run aft 
thee. Is tho health of the body so precious ? tiien how preoic 
the health of the soul ! and with what earnestness we shomd pr 
for this blessing. Sin is an old, deop-rooted^ wasting disease, but 
wo look to Jesus, wo shall be heided. Faith is the grace which Jes< 
ftcely gives, and greatly honotns. He is the of the worl 
“ Sun of Bightcousness, shine upon us in all the brightness of tl. 
grace! say unto our souls, let there bo light, and may it be o 
privilege to know and to suy, onoe we were blind, now we see !** 

PEAYER. 

O LORD, thou dost merciftilly hear tlie prayers of tl 
people, and we therefore desire in the name of Jesus, as 
worshipping family, to encompass thine altar, and, before w 
retire to rest, to glorii^ and magnify thy gracious name. ( 
Saviour, we wouW rejoice because of those animating dii^lay 
of tJiy power, compassion, and mercy, of which we nave nor 
read. Thou art good and upright, thou wilt teach sinnem i 
the way. Thy goodness endureth continually. Teach us t 
rejoice that thv goodness is as abundant now, as in the days c 
tliy humbled flesh, wlien thou didst heal the sick, and wee 
over the miseries of men. Enable us to rejoice exceedingly 
that thou art good, and ready to forgive, and plenteous i 
mercy to all who call upon thee. 

Wc desire, with unfeigned hearts, to confess our tronsgim 
sions, and to imploie pardon through a Saviour’s blood. W% 
j confess our spiritual lethargy and cold indifference. Alas, wc 
i often show symptoms of spiritual palsy, by our inactivity as tc 
j the things of God, the soul, and eternity. Mighty Saviour. 

as thou didst heal and comfort the man sick of the palsy, C 
! touch us by tby divine power, and then our spiritual palsy one 
! cold indifierence will be exchanged for loveliness and activi^ 

, in thy service, thy cause, and thy kingdom. Suffer none c 
j us to resist the invitations of thy Gospel. As Matthew rose 
I and followed Jesus, when he called, may we rise up, and leave 
all, and promptly hear and obey the kind and gracious invi- 
tations of our redeeming God. 

We thank a gracious God for preserving, during another 
day, our unworthy and our forfeited lives. ’Jliou hast swelled 
the amount of thy mercies, and increased the amount of our 
obligations. O I^rd, cover us this night with the shadow of 
thy wings. Pity, O pity those for whom sorrowful days and 
nights are appointed, and in thy great mercy show them, the 
joys of thy sdvation. 

We affectionately commend the children of our family to thy 
care. Are they spiritually diseased? 0 heal them. Are they 
spiritually dead ? O raise them to newness of life, 

O Lord, show us thy salvation, and teach us with the Church 
to sing, He hath clothed us with the garments of salyatioti| 
and covered us with the robe of righteousness. Our sins are 
innumerable : O say to us. Be of good cheer, your sins are 
forgiven you. Say with divine and irreristible ^cacy to Us^ 
our relatives, and to those who re^ariy worshm wi& us in 
tby house of prayer, FoUow me. Lord, give us with. As fiie 
diseased woman was enabled by faith to touch the hem of our 
Saviouris garment and be hemed, enable us by &ith to touch 
the righteousness of our Lord, that all our spiritual diseases 
may be healed, and the guilt erf all our rins forgiven. If anf 
of UB are spirituallv blind, open the eyea of our undeixtsq^ing, 
that we may behold the gl^ of thy perfections skuimg & 
the person and righteousness of Christ* 

O lend an ear to the voice erf our suppl^tions, throujil^ ^ 
merit of oar exalted Saviour, ht thine is the Idiigdkio^^ ^ 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 


tmem 


tHl aOl> ,<ir iUIE4H. 

Wt^ikmu Zwm, i». 

1 rpHEOodof Abrai»pmiaeu 

* Wbo reijpa entlironed aWe, 

Auoie&t of erecting daya, 

And (Jod of love ! 

Jcbovahi Groat 1 AU ! 

$y eoirth and heavon confoasod, 
t bow and blesa the sacred namO| 

For over bleasod. 

2 The God of Abram proiso, 

At whoso supreme command, 

From earth I rise, and seek the joys 
At his right hand : 

1 *d all on earth forsake, 

Its wisdom, fame, and power ; 

And him my only portion make, 

My shield and towor. 

OuTfiR. Fletcheii’s Coll., 2B2. 

GENESIS XII. 

Ahram having kU Comtry. 

OW the Lord had aaid unto Abram, Get thee out of thy 
cotmtry, and fipom thy kindred, and from thy father’s 
houae, unto a land that I will shew thee : 

2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and Iwill bless thee, 
and make thy name great ; and thou shalt be a blessing : 

8 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that 
curseth thee ; and in thee shall all families of the earth be 
blessed. 

4 So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him ; 
and Lot went with him : and Abram ^as seventy and five 
years old when he departed out of Ilaran. 

6 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot liis brother’s sou, 
and all their substance that they had gatlicred, and the souls 
that they had gotten in Ilaran j and they ^veut forth to go into 
the land of Canaan ; and into the land of Canaan tliey came. 

6 And Abram jmssed through the land unto the place of 
Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanitc tva$ then 
in the land. 

7 And the Loan appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy 
seed will I give this land : and there bidlded he an altar unto 
the Loan, who appeared unto him. 

8 And ho removed from thence unto a mountain on the cast 
of Beth«el, and pitched lus tent, having Beth-cl on the west, 
and Hoi on the oast ; and there he builded an altar unto the 
Lord, and called upon the name of the Lord. 

9 And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south. 

10 And there was a mmine in the land : and Abram went 
down into Egypt to sojourn there ; for the famine was grievous 
in the land. 

11 And it oamo to pass, when he was come near to enter 
into Egyptj that he said unto Sarai his wife. Behold now, I 
know that thou art a fair woman to look upon : 

12 Therefore it shall come to p^, wneu the Egyptians 
shall see thee, that the^ shall say. This is his wife ; and they 
IviHi IdU me, but they will save thee «^ve. 

18 Say, I pray thee, thou art my sisteir ; that it may be well 
with me thy sake ^ and my soul shall live because of thee. 

14 And it came to pass, that, when Abram was come into 
the Bgyptiens bweld the woman that she unts very fair. 

took Oak. xn.-^Tbey who prefer Jesus to kindred 
and eomfrjr show they are heirs of heaven, l^one aro truly great 
but ^bose who are trtdy gracious. The righteous are surrounded 
by a diyina impriEigiiAhle wall, and no enemy can touch ttiem with 

They eawoabr blessed, who, und^ divine direction, pro- 
sue |bsir to heaven^ If we are bound Ibr Canaan, we will 
Wi^to be aooompanied'by ottr relatives and friends. Believm, 


during aU their pilgrimage, find spiritual enemies to ivy their fidth, 
and oppose theii’ progress, but hearts aro oomfurted by God’s 
gracious omnipresence. TJnspeakaUo oonsolatiQn ! wherover the 
believer is, there is the throne of grace. Happy are wo, if we axe 
daily drawing nearer and nearer the heavenly Zion. A famine of 
the bread which perisheth is a great calamitv, but nothing com- 
pared with a famine of the broad of life. Goa gives beauty to the 
oountenanoe, but sin makes it a snoro to the soul. How ofieoting to * 
see an experienced saint staggering through sinful fear; and how 
grievous when he listens to the dictates of unbelief 1 May the eyes 
of our imdcrstanding bo opened to soo the loveliness of Christ, the 
perfection of beauty. 




PRAYER. 

O GOD of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, thou art our 
God, and early will we seek thee. Encouraged by the 
intercession of Jesus, wo would draw near to thy tlirono of 
grace with humility and boldness. Hearken unto us, our God 
and our King, for unto thee alone would wo direct our prayer 
and look up. Give us grace to admire and follow the example 
of Abraham, in rearing an altar and calling on the name of 
the Lord. O may the altar of family worsliip bo constantly 
maintained in our abode ; and, to the close of our mortal career, 
may we call on the name of our God with constancy and loy. 

We thank thee, 0 Lord, that for the advancement of thy 
glory, and for the purity of thy worship, thou didst call thy 
servant from the land of graven images. Praise to thy name, 
that thou didst inspire him with lively faith, and didst enable 
him at thy conmiaud cheerfiiUjr and readily to turn his back 
on the place of his nativity, which was polluted and degraded 
by the worship of false gods. O wo thank thee that our land, 
which was onoe pagan, is now no moi'e the land of TOaven 
images, and that as a family we aro honoured and b&st by 
prostrating ourselves in divine worship before the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, as the only, the living, and the true God. 
For ever blessed bo thy name, that iJiou hast given us the 
knowledge of thyself, thine attributes, and thy prerogatives, as 
the God of creation, of providence, and of grace. May tliat 
glorious, that joyful day soon arrive, when gods of gold and 
silver, of brass and iron, of wood and stone, which neither 
see, nor hear, nor know, shall be completely and for ever 
banished from the face of the eartli. We rejoice that the day 
wdll come, w hen all the nations of tlie earth shall know that 
this is life eternal, to know thee the Lord, and Jesus Christ 
whom thou hast sent. 

O Lord, we confess the idolatry of our hearts. Though we 
have not fallen down to w^orship idols, we acknowledge with 
shame that we have loved and followed many idols, and bavo 
given rivals that place in our affections which is due to JesuS 
alone. We confess that w e have been guilty of making idols 
of relatives, of friends, of worldly objects, and of cam^ 
pleasures: O forgive this our sin. As we have done this 
iniquity, may we do so no more, for ever. O preserve us from 
idols I Come, O Jesus, and reign supreme on the throne of 
our love. 

We thank our God for that promise given unto Abraham : 
In thee shall all families of the earth bo blessed. We rqoioe 
that millions of families have already been blessed in Jesus, 
who descended from thv faitlifiil servant after the flesh. 

0 may our children he blessed in Jesus, the child ofpronme, 
and may they caU him blessed. 

We present our thanksgivings for proservifrg us through the 
night season, and restoring to us the cheering light of a 
returning day. May we this day be ac^mpauied by thy 
guidance, thy favour, and thy afrules. Like Abridiam, muj 
we eiqoy thy presence while journeying to the promised land. 
All we ask 18 for Jestis* sake. And to the triune Jehovah be 
aaoril^ eternal praises. Amen. 



SBCX)ND WEEK.— -THUESDAY BVBrOlfO* 


CBE18T AND MOSES. 

Bdhd, JSMm Ool^tdd, c. v. 

1 rpHE law by Hoses came, 

A But peace and truth, and lore, 

Were brought by Christ, a nobler name, 

Descending firom above. 

2 Amidst the house of God 

Their different works were done; 

Moses a faithful servant, stood 
But Christ a faithful Son. 

• 3 Then to his new commands 

Be strict obedience paid ; 

O’er all his Father’s house he stands 
The Sovereign and the Hoad. 

Watts, 110, A/. 

MATTHEW X. 

77ic Twelve Ditciplet called. 

A nd when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he 
gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, 
and to heal aU manner of sickness and all manner of disease. 

2 Now the names of the twelve apostles ore these : The first, 
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James 
the son of Z^bedee, and John his brother ; 

3 Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the 
publican; James the son of Alpheus, and Lebbeus, whose 
surname was Thaddeus ; 

4 Simon the Canaanitc, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed 
him. 

6 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, 
saying. Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city 
of the Samaritans enter ye" not : 

6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

7 And, as ye go, preach, saying. The kingdom of heaven is 
at hand. 

8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out 
devils : freely ye have received, freely give. 

14 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your 
words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake oft' the 
dust of your feet. 

16 Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the 
land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for 
that city. 

28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able 
to kill the soul : but rather fear him which is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell. 

32 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him 
will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. 

33 But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I 
also deny before my Father which is in heaven. 

40 He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth 
me. receiveth him that sent me. 

41 He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet 
shall receive a prophet’s reward: and he that receiveth a 
righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a 
righteous man’s reward. 

42 And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these 
little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, 
verily 1 say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward, 

BsixacTTOirs upon Matt. x. — The Gospel is the rod of Christ’s 
strength, by which he subdues the hearts of smnors, and restrains 
Satan’s power. To bo a disciple of Christ is a greater honour than 
to rank among earthly princes. May our names be written among 
the living in Jerusalem ! Holy Spirit, prevent that we should ever 
deny or betray our Lord ! The foithfol ministezs of tbe Lamb will 
go when and where their Saviour sends. Their language is, ** Here 
am I, send me I Great was Christ’s mercy to lost Israel ; great is 

his oompassion to a lost world. Kow we have the kingdom of grace, 
24 


and hereafter may we be admitted into the kingdom of glory, 
the Gospel prove spiritual balm to heal our wounded souls. Widie 
the Gospel is the greatest blessing, to reje^ it is the gr^test onrse. 
Serious thou^t I the agmvation of this sin for surpasses the sins of 
tibe ancient oities of ihe plain. Do wo prefer tibe life of the soul be&ro 
that of the body ? — ^then we have committed it to the care of Jesus. 
May personal ois^^raoe and danger never tempt ns fo deny Christ ! 
To confess Christ is the greatest gain, but to deny him is the greatest 
loss. Do love Chiist ^ — wo will then love his messengers, his 
Gospel, and nis ordinances. We will love his faithful ministers lot 
thoir Master’s sake ; and we will consider his saints dothed with his 
righteousness, as the exoellmit of the earth, in whom is all our 

PRAYER. 

^ OD of our salvation, thou alone art the most lii|^ Gk>d, 
the possessor of heaven and earth. Thine is the kingdom, 
O Lord, and thou art exalted as head over all. Riches and 
honour, wisdom and holiness, come fi*om thee, thou fountain 
of excellence and source of perfection. 

What shall we render imto thee for the renewed, the con- 
tinued, and the increased mercies of another day ! We thank 
j thee that thou hast not withdrawn from us either our temporUl 
I or our spiritual blessings. Holy Spirit, teach us to praise die 
Lord for his goodness. 

O make us sensible of the sins we have committed this day, 
and graciously remove our guilt. Lord, we acknowledge that 
we require every day to be washed in the fountain of a Saviouris 
blood. O wash us in that fountain I 

Make the sacred Word we have now been privileged to read 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and for 
instruction in righteousness. Let not thy Word be to us a 
dead letter or a sealed book. Holy Spirit, send thy power ; 
then it will be spirit and life. 

Holy Lord God, we confess the diseases of our soul. We 
acknowledge our pride, carnality, and unbelief. May the 
blc^ed Gospel be applied with power to our heart ; then, and 
not till then, shall our maladies he healed, and our i^ouls be 
animated with all the loveliness of spiritual life. We confess 
with shame that we have often lent a deaf ear to thy ministering 
servants. When thou hast counselled us by their voice, Nve 
have rejected thy counsel. O Lord, this sin is great ; merci- 
fully forgive this our sin. While with justice thou xnightest 
have rejected us for rejecting thee, we bless thy name that 
thou art continuing to he gracious. Enable us highly to value 
our privileges as a family, as a congregation, and as a nation. 
Lord, wc Imve sinned greatly in our deficiency of thankfulness. 
Alas, that we Wc so much neglected, and that we have so 
little improved, this great talent— the gospel — ^with which we 
have been mercifully and undeservedly entwted I Suffer none 
of us to die despisers of Christ or of his salvation. Convince 
us the doom of Sodom and Gomorrha will be much less severe 
than ours, if we perish imder the awfiil guilt of refusing re- 
demption througn Jesus’ blood. O Lord, preserve us and 
our relatives from this most aggravated of sins, and from the 
dreadful doom which such a sin deserves. 

< Open the eyes of our children and domestics to see the ewceU 
lence of the Gospel and the loveliness of Christ. O s^er none 
of them to die despisers of him who died to save. 

May the everlasting Gospel ever be proclaimed to all the 
inhabitants of the world. Wherever it is preached, may its 
blessed influence be universally cxperim<M. Holy Spirit, 
descend upon the churches, like tne rain upon the mown grass * 
and then great will be the company of them who believe. O 
increase our love to the saints, to Chri^s little ones, knowing 
that in receiving them we receive Christ. 

O give us the protection and the sleep of thy beloved diia 
night. Gracioualy bear and answer us, for Jesur sake. Amen, 
and amen. s «> 


SEOONB WEEK.~PBIDAr MOENINO. 


PRiYKR TO THE SPIRIT, 

Bi^adUy. Satm. u u» 

1 ^ BEAT Spirit of inunortal Ioyo ! 

^ Vouchsafe our frozen hearts to move ; 

With ardour strong these breasts indamo 
To that own a Saviour’s name. 

2 Still lot the heavenly fire endure, 

Fervent and vigorous, true and pure ; 

Lot everv heart and every hand 
Join in the dear fraternal band. 

3 Celestial Dove ! descend and bring 
The smiling blessings on thy wing ; 

And make us taste those sweets below 
Which in the blissful mansions grow. 

Doddbiuok. 

GENESIS XIII. 

LoVb Choice. 

A nd Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all 
that he had, and Lot with him, into the south. 

2 And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. 
3 And he went on his journeys from the south even to 
Beth-el, unto the place where his tent had been at the begin- 
ning, between Beth-el and Hai ; 

4 Unto the place of the altar, which he had made there at 
the first : and there Abram called on the name of the Lord. 

5 And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and 
herds, and tents. 

6 And the land was not able to bear them, that they miglit 
dwell together: for their substance was great, so that they 
could not dwell together. 

7 And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram^s 
cattle and the herdmen of Lot’s cattle : and the Canaanite and 
the Perizzite dwelled then in the land. 

8 And Abram said luito Lot, Let there be no strife, I piay 
thee, between me and thee and between my herdmen and thy 
herdmen ; for we be brctliren. 

9 Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I 
pray thee, from. me : if thou wilt take tlic left hand, then I will ^ 
go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I ' 
will go to the left. 

10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and belicld all the plain of 
Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere, before the Loud 
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the 
Lord, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar. 

11 Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot 
journeyed cast ; and they separated themselves the one from 
the other. 

12 Abram dwelled in the laud of Canaan, and Lot dwelled 
in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom. 

13 But the men of Sodom were \^dcked and sinners before 
the Lord exceedingly. 

14 And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was 
separated from him. Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the 
place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, 
and westward ; 

16 For all the land which thou seest to thee will I give i't, 
and to thy seed for ever. 

16 Ana I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth : so 
that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy 
seed also be numbered. 

17 Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in 
the breadth of it ; for I will give it unto thee. 

18 Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in 
the plain Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an 
altar unto the Lord. 

i^FUconoKs UFOK Gisk. xux. — Let it be our constant, earnest 
|uwyer to be removed from temptations to sin, and to bo made rich 


in grace. If our abode bo a Beth-ol, it will contain an altar for the 
worship and praise of Gbd. While many boast that they are rich in 
gold, may it be our joy to bo rich in faith. Great wealth is often 
accompanied with much inconvenience, and often ^vos occasion to 
the indulgence of the most discordant passions. Unity and love ore 
the distinguishing ornaments of the sons of God, who rejoice to saori- 
lice temporal profit for spiritual peace. We cannot too carefully 
fpiard against the sinfhl love of earthly thinOT. “ Lord, teach us, 
like Mary, to choose that good part which shall never bo taken from 
us ; Lord, hear our prayer !” Let us constantly cherish and feel a 
sense of the divine omniscience. Fellowship with God is the choicest 
blessing, and infinitely makes up for the loss of the fellowship of 
earthly friends. Blessed day ! when the children of God on earth 
shall resemble the dewdrops of the morning. Lord hasten that 
day — that glorious day ! Let all the people praise thee. Hallelujah ! ” 


PRAYER. 

TpATHER, Son, and Holy Ghost, one Jehovali, in the name 
of Jesus wo approach thy throne, and we praise thee for 
thy goodness, which endureth continually. We thank thoe 
that, as a family, wc have found this morning the xmdeserved 
renewal of thy mercies ; and that, during the darkness and 
silence .of another night, thou hast covered us with the pro- 
tecting shield of thy providence, and encompassed us with the 
arms of thy mercy. May we enter upon another day under 
thy smiles. Holy Spirit, preside over our thoughts, our words, 
and our actions. While diligent in business, may we be fervent 
in spirit, and keep God, sSvation, immortality, and heaven, 
constantly in view. 

We would earnestly supplicate thy blessing on what we have 
now read. We thank thee for the Bible, and that we have 
eyes to look upon its sacred, its blessed pages. O Lord, may 
we ever rejoice in thy testimoni(is, more than in all riches. 
Thou didst give to Abraham thy serv^ant wealth and piety ; O 
may we never possess wealth without piety ! We pray that 
our portion may not consist of the things of time ; but, above 
everything else, give us the treasures of godliness, the riches 
of faith, that heavenly inlieritance which endureth for ever. 
O deliver us from the sin of loving earthly treasures, which so 
often prove an overwhelming load to the soul, and sow the 
seeds of family discord and tumultuous strife. Sanctify to us 
the remembrance of the contention which was between the 
herdsmen of Lot and Abraham ; and may wc he enabled ever 
to exemplify before a carnal world the hcavcnly-mindedness 
and the lovely peacefulness of our holy religion. May we 
imitate the example of Abraham, and rather prefer being losem 
of temporal advantages than engage in sinful strife for their 
enjoyment. As Abraham considered himself a possessor of 
immense wealth, in having received from his God the promises, 
may wc look on thy promises as infinitely more precious than 
thousands of gold and silver. O Lord, remember thy promise 
to thy servant respecting the immense multitudes of his spiri- 
tual seed. We thank thcc that thou hast said, If a man can 
number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be num- 
bered. Glory to thy name, thou everlasting Father of thy 
Church, that this promise shall be accomplished. Hasten, O 
hasten its fulfilment ! 

Make our dear children the spiritual offspring of Abraham 
thy servant. As thm didst guide thy servant in all his jour- 
neyings, O do thou lead them safely through the wilderness of 
this world, and at last conduct them in triumph to heaven. 

We pray for aged, afflicted travellers. O Jesus, be thou their 
strength, their consolation, and their joy. May Abraham’s God 
be their God, and Abraham’s heaven their home. May we and 
all our relatives sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the 
kingdom of our God. We present this our morning prayer, in 
Jesus’ name. And now to the adorable, triime Jehovah, wc 
ascribe glory, honour, and power, tor ever and ever. Amen. 

a 2d 


SECOND WEEK.— FEIDAY EVENING. 


INVITATIONS OF MERCY. 

Kmicy. Camjih^, 

1 miner, all yo weary souls, 

^ Te heavy laden sinners, conua ; 

I *11 give you rest from dl your toils, 

And raise you to my heavenly home. 

2 They shall find rest that loam of me ; 

I *m of a meek and lowly mind ; 

But passion rages like the sen, 

And pride is restless as the wind, 

3 Blest is the man whoso should(‘rs take 
My yoke, and bear it with delight ; 

My yoke is easy to his neck, 

My grace shall make the burden light. 

^ ^ , 127 , j 

MATTHEW XI. 

Jesm the true Memali, 

A nd it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of 
commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to 
teach and to preach in their cities. 

3 Now when John had heard in the prison the works of 
Christ, he sent two of his disciples, 

3 And said nnto him, Art thou he that should come, or 
do we look for another ? 

4 Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John 
again those things which ye do hear and see : 

6 The blind receive their sight, and the lame Avalk, tlic 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hemr, the dead arc raised up, 
and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 

0 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be ofteuded in me. 
20 Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his 
mighty works were done, because they repented not ; 

21 Woe unto thee, Choraziu ! w^oe unto thee, Betlisaida I 
for if the mighty works which were done in you, had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago . 
in sackcloth and aslies. 

22 But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for 
and Sidon, at the day of judgment, than for you. 

23 And thou, (^apeniaum, which art exalted unto heaven, ‘ 
shalt be brought down to hell : for if the mighty works which I 
have been done in thee, liad been done in Sodom, it would 
have remained until this day. ! 

24 But I sav unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for ! 
the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee. 

25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O j 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these | 
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them 
unto babes. 

26 Even so, Father ; for so it seemed good in thy sight. 

27 All things arc delivered unto me of ray Father : and no 
man knoweth the Son, but the Fatlier ; neither knoweth any 
man the Father save the Son, and ke to whomsoever the Son 
will reveal him, 

28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. ^ 

29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me ; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart : and ye shall find rest unto your souls. | 
30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

EfiFLSCiiONs UPON Mjltt. XI , — Our Lord has left us an oxatnplo of 
holy aotivity, that we should follow hia steps. On earth, faithful 
saints have inhabited dungeons, but thrones await them in heaven, i 
If wo know ChrUt, wo will encourage others to know and love Christ. 1 
J(W most readily accepts, and answers those who come to him for * 
salvation, counsel, and comfort. Great is his power to save ; let us 
th^fore earnestly pray, that his Gospel may bo eflPectual in the cure , 
and solvation of diseased and perishing myriads. Blessed are they ' 
who m conned in divine truth ; what guilt they escape here, and 
joys they shall inhcnt hereafter ! Affecting tnith ! iraponitenco loads 


to hell, but evangelioal repentanoe leads to heaven. Are we arrayed 
in tho robe of aBedoemoFs righteousness ?*^then wo shall stand 
I acquitted at the solmnn jud^ont-day. We should ofhm ask, Have 
! saving effects been produced in our hearts by the great and glorious 
truths of the Gospel of Christ? Great will be the condemnation of 
those who die despising ^spel light. Are we babes in Christ ? Do 
we desire the sinoere milk of the Word ? Let us adore that graoious 
sovereignty wjuch has made us tho children of God. ** 0 Jesus, 
fhou art Lord of all, wo would bow before the so^tre of thy grace. 
Lord Jesus, deliver us from the burden of guilt!** Blessed are they 
who flee to Jesus, for they find rest in his covenant, his bosom, and 
his lovo.^ Satan’s service is the greatest oppression and bondage, but 
the service of Christ the greatest liberty and peace. 

PEAYER. 

OD of our salvation, we adore thee in the glorious and 
incomprehensible mysteries of thy threefoldpersonality, 
as the Father, Son, and Spirit, one Jehovah. Thou art the 
^pha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending: whidi 
is, wliich was, and which is to come, the Almighty. We adore 
thee in thy providential care of all thy creatures. Thou art as 
rcally eng^ed in maintaining the life of an insect as thou art 
in supporting the existence of an archangel. 

We thank thee for thy paternal protection during the past 
day. We acknowledge that day unto day uttcreth speech, and 
proclaims the riches of thy goodness. Bless the various duties 
in which we have engaged, and forgive the blemishes and 
imperfections which cleave to all wc do. We thank thee that 
our eyes are not closed in death, and that we have ergoyed 
another opportunity of reading the pages of eternal truth. 
May we ever look on that sacred volume as the food of our 
souls. O affect us more and more with the value of the ordi- 
nance of reading the Word of life. O that by its observance 
we may be made wise unto salvation. As a family may we 
meditate on tby precepts, and have respect to thy ways. Ever 
may we delight in thy statutes, and not forget thy Word. May 
the conclusion of another day teach us the measure of our days, 
and to remember how frail wc are. Wc seek thy guardian 
care this night, and may we receive that rest, sleep, and repose, 
by which our mortal bodies shall be invigorated and refreshed. 

Blessed Jesus, thou art the divine, the only Redeemer, and 
to whom can sinners go, but to thyself? O thou who openedsl 
the eyes of the blind deliver us from spiritual blindness. Open 
our eyes to sec oinr guilt and thy righteousness, our helpless- 
ness and thy sufficiency, our maladies and thy skill, our raiseiy 
and tby mercy. O Jesus, we adbre thee as the Lamb of Gm, 
who taketh away the sins of the world. Mercifully take ours 
away. Remove our spiritual lameness, and teach us the walk 
of faith and obedience. Wash away the leprosy of sin, and 
adorn us yrith tho beauties pf holiness. 

Wc thank our God for the sublime doctrines and glorioiis 
discoveries of thy Gospel. Eternal praises to thy name, that 
to the poor the Gospel is preachccl. O, we adore thy sove- 
reignty, that while the glonous realities of salvation are hid 
from the eyes of multitudes who ptide themselves in the learn- 
ing of men, thou hast revealed them to the obscure, the poor, 
and the illiterate, who are comparative bab€». Even so, Bother, 
for so it seemeth good in thy sight. O extend this blessed 
gospel to all the poor, and wretched inhabitants of the world. 

Have mercy on our children, compassionate Jesus, and open 
their eyes to see thy loveliness, and may their hearts be captu 
vatedwith \ 

Divine Jesus^ we thank thee for thy tenderness and compas- 
sion to those who labour with ofdiotion, and are heavy laden 
with a sense of guilt. Comfort them and comfort us with the 
promises of thy truth. When we are afflicted, may we ever 
apply to thee, the consolation of Israel. O Lord^ aooqit dnr 
evening sacrifice, for Jesus* soke. Amen. , 



SECOND WEEK.~SATUBDAY MORNINa 


gmUi 0V% MltLCUISKBlBE. 


XT INO ot Sfdm, bloM my soul ! 

“ Hoke ft wounded sinner whole ! 

King of righteousness and peaoei 
Z— not thy sweet visits cease ! 

Como, refresh this soul of mine 
With thv sacred bread and wine ! 

All thy love to me unfold, 

Hfdf of which cannot be told. 

FtKTClIKri’s Cl»WJ8CT. 1 07 . 


GENESIS XIV. 


oovenants of blood } Oh, how closely should saints bo confederated 
in schemes of piety and lovo ! What a corrupted fountain is carnal 
ambition ! Its stxeams are camago, desolation, ond death. Hay we 
unite in the honourable worforo of fighting with the corruptions of 
our nature, and may we never desist until all our spiritual enomies 
I oro laid prostrate at our foot. May our lovo be placed on heavenly 
I treasures, which can never take to themselves wings and floe away, 
like the golden treasures of this changing world. Evil tidings may 
reach the boliover^s ear, but still his heart is fixed, tnisting in the 
Lord. If wc fight our spiritual battles under Christ’s direction, and 
in dependence on his grace, our victory is sure, and angels will join 
in our triumphant song. 


Abram and Mdchizcdtk, 

A nd it came to paas in the days of Amraphel king of Sliinar, 
Arioch king of EUasar, Chedorlaomcr lung of Elam, and 
Tidal king of nations ; 

2 That these made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with 
Birsha king of Gomon*ah, Shiuab king of Admah, and Sheme- 
ber king oi Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is Zoar. 

3 All these were joined together in the vale of Siddim, which 
is the salt sea. 

4 Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the 
thirteenth year they rebelled. 

6 And in the fourteenth year came Chedorlaomcr, and the 
kings that were with him, and smote the Rephaims in Ashteroth 
Karnaim, and the Zuzims in Ham, and the Emims in Shavch 
Kiriathaim, 

6 And the Horites in their mount Seir, unto El-paran, which 
i$ by the wilderness. 

7 And they returned, and came to En-mislipat, which is 
Kadosh, and smote all the coxmtry of the Amalekites, and also 
the Amorites, thftt dwelt in Hazezou-tamar. 

8 And there went out the king of Sodom, and the king of 
Gomorrah, and the king of Admah, and the king of Zeboiim, 
and the king of Bela (the same is Zoar ;) and they joined battle 
with them in the vale of Siddim ; 

9 With Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, and witli Tidal king 
of nations, and Amraphel king of Sliinar, and Arioch king of 
Ellasar j four kings with five. 

10 And the vale of Siddim was fall of sliraepits ; and the 
kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there ; and they 
that remained fled to the mountain. 

11 And they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and all their rictuals, and went their way. 

12 And they took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son (who dwelt in 
Sodom), and his goods, and departed. 

18 And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram 
the Hebrew ; for he dwelt in the plain of Mainre the Amoritc, 
brother of Es'hcol, and brother of Auer : and these were con- 
federate with Abram. 

14 And when Abram heard that his brother was taken cap- 
tive, he armed his trained servants, born in his own house, 
three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan. 

15 And he divided himself against them, he and his servants, 
by night, and smote them, and pursued them unto Hohah, 
wnioh is on the left hand of Damascus. 

16 And he broiight back all the goods, and also brought 
again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and 
we people. 

17 And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after liis 
return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings 
that were with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the kiu^ps 
dale. 

REri:;xcxioK8 XTPOir Gbcir. xrv. — Short and uncertain is the reign of 
earthly ^kingB, and ihrir flurious battles are soon followed by the 
silence of the tomb. How insecure are the despotic governments of 
man 1 but the loving, paternal government of Jesus continues like the 
sun, and lasts for over. Are the wicked closely confederated in 


PRAYER. 

^ LORD, thou art God, the only Jehovah in heaven above and 
^ upon the earth beneath ; there is none else. Thou art one 
Lord, thou art tlie Fatlicr of all. O God of grace, before thee 
there was no God, neither shall there be after thee, for thou art 
eternal. 

O thou who art the Holy One of Israel, whose name is h(%, 
we confess our sinfulness and unworthiness before thee. To 
us and to our fathers belongeth confusion of face, for we have 
sinned against thee. Thou didst make man in his origiual 
innocence u])right, but he hath sought out many sinful inven- 
tions. Our race is fallen, apostate, and depraved. Woe unto 
us, for wc have sinned 1 Heavenly Father, we pray that, by 
the righteousness of Jesus our surety, the guilt of all our 
transgressions may be taken away ; and, by the powerful in- 
fiucnccs of thy Spirit, may our souls be regenerated, oui 
hearts purified, and thus the ruins of our fallen nature repaired, 
and in thy due time raised to the glories of immortality. 

We present before thee, O Lord, as the God of providence 
and of graccj, the sacrifice of our thauksgiviug, for the mercies 
of another night. Wc thank tliee that we did not open our eyes 
in th(5 abodes and amid tlic miseries of the lost. As we are in 
tlic land of the living, O make us by thy gi^acc the living to 
praise thee. Deeply atfect us with tliis truth : The dead cannot 
praise thee, and there is no remembrance of thee in the grave. 

Since thou hast graciously permitted us to enter upon another 
day, enable us with cheerfulness and activity to go forward in 
thy strength, in the performance of duties, in the resistance of 
temptation, and in the observance of ordinances. Every day 
ma^ we live as if it were our last, may we live with the solem- 
nities of etcniity before our eyes. O raav we live as those 
who wish and hope to live in heaven eternally with thee. 

We implore the blessing of the Spuit on what we have now 
read. May thy word impress our heart, and prove as a nail 
fastened in a sure place. 0 Lord, thou art righteous and 
sovereign in all the calamities which liave befallen guilty 
nations and cities. Affect us witli a sense of thy holiness and 
justice, in allowing armies to corac from distant lands to punish 
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah for their abominable and 
long. continued iniquities. O deliver us as a nation from 
national sins, and preserve us from national judgments. As a 
family, as a church, and as a nation, enable us to bow doi;ni 
before Jesus, our divine Mclcliizedek, and acknowledge him as 
our Lord, as the true King of Salem, and the true Prince of 
peace. Jesus, thou art the only priest of the most high God. 
By faith, may wc look to thy sacrifice alone as the sure founda« 
tion of our hope and our acceptance with God. Blessed J esus, 
thou art a priest for ever. O teach all of us to say, Thou art our 
priest for ever. Give us a token for good, that we are clothed 
with thy righteousness, and interested in tlune intercession. 

Teach our children to fight the good fight of faith^ and make 
them conquerors over all their spiritual enemies. 

May this our morning prayer ascend with acceptance before 
the throne of our God, t^ugh the merits of our Saviour. And 
to the Father, Son, and Spirit be glory a^id dominion, for ever. 
Amen. 



SECOND WEEK.— SATUEDAY EVENING. 


JSSU8 OXTB HIGH FRIS8T. 

Ara^a, Ntw Oxendcn, c* R* 

1 TiriTH joy we meditate the grace 

▼V Of our High Priest above; 

His heart is made of tenderiiess, 

His bowels melt with love. 

2 Touched with a sympathy within, 

He knows our feeble frame ; 

He knows what sore temptations mean, 

Por ho has felt the same. 

3 But spotless, innocent, and pure, 

The great Eodeemer stood, 

Wliile .Satan’s fiery darts he bore, 

A.nd did resist to blood. 

Watts, i#. L 

MATTHEW XII. 

ChritVi Mercy and WiedoTn. 

A ND when he was departed thence, he went into their 
synagogue : 

10 And, behold, there was a man which had his hand 
withered. And they asked him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on 
the sabbath days? that they might accuse him. 

11 And he said imto them, What man shall there be among 
you, that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the 
sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out ? 

12 How much then is a man better than a sheep ? Where- 
fore it is lawful to do well on the sabbath days. 

13 Then saith he to the man. Stretch forth thine hand. 
And he stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, like as 
the other. 

14 Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council against 
him, how they might destroy him. 

16 But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from thence: 
and great multitudes followed him, and he healed them all ; 

16 And charged them that they should not make him known : 

17 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the 
prophet, saying, 

18 Behold my servant, whom I have chosen : my beloved, 
in whom my soul is well-pleased : I will fDut my spirit upon 
him, and he shall shew judgment to the Gentiles. 

19 He shall not strive, nor cry ; neither shall any man hear 
liis voice in the streets. 

20 Abniised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall 
he not quench, till he send forth judgment unto victory. 

21 And in his name shall the Gentiles trust. 

31 Wherefore I say unto you. All manner of sin and 
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men : but the blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. 

33 Either m^e the tree good, and his fruit good ; or else 
make the tree corrupt, and liis fruit corrupt : for the tree is 
known by his fruit. 

34 O generation of vipem, how can ye, being evil, speak good 
things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh. 

35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth 
forth good things : and an evil man out of the evil treasure 
bringeth forth e^ things. 

36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall 
speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 

37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy 
words thou shalt be condemned. 

Befcbotioks ttpoit Matt, xn.— Clirist’s presence makes his sanc- 
tiia|y glorious, and diseased souls who frequent his courts find that 
ho is i^y, with his gracious balm, to heal all the malaxes of their 
heart. Alas ! many are more merciful to their sheep than to their 
souls. ''Jesus, at thy command wc come to thee to save us They 
are wise who prefer their immortal souls before their dying bodies. 
May our spiritual diseases bo exchanged for spiritual health ! May 
28 


love to Jesus dune where enmity against him reigned. Ihe merer 
of Christ is boundless; he eon cure all who oqme; he doss heal oU 
who apply. Serious question !>^have we applied f Old Testament 
prophets have delighted to foretel Christ’s mercy and proolaim bis 
glory : may we delight to think on his excellence and proolaim his 
praise. They aro greatly blessed and honoured who breathe Christ’s 
spirit, who walk in his footsteps, who resemble him in me^ess, 
gentleness, compassion, and grace. His name is above every name ; 
may it bo our joy, our confidence, our trust. A he^ bl^pbemiag 
the Spirit of God is an epitome of hell ; a heart loving and adoring 
the Spirit is an emblem of heaven. ,What a change, when a heart 
is changed from a fountain of enmity and pollution into a foimtain of 
holiness and love ! It is wise and profitable to keep the judgment- 
day constantly in view, os a sduta^ check upon the words of out' 

! mouth and the actions of our life. 

prayebI 

li/rERCIFUL Father, we bow before thy throne in JeeuB^ 
name. Glory to God in the highest, that we are not 
prostrating ourselves in false worship, before false gods. We 
M^ould mourn, O Lord, over the millions of our race who 
worship gods which can neither see nor hear, nor help their 
ignorant, deluded, miserable votaries. Truly, they who make 
them arc like unto them ; so is every one who trusteth in them. 
O Lord, have mercy upon them ; and soon reveal thy being, 
attributes, and grace to blinded, idolatrous nations. 

We praise thee, O Lord, for the mercies of another day, and 
of another week. We thank thee for continuing with us a rich 
supply of thine immeritod mercies, and for causing our cup to 
overflow with thy temporal and spiritual blessings. O preserve 
ns from a spirit of ingratitude. Bless the Lord, O our soul, and 
forget not all his benefits. Affect us deeply with a sense of thy 
sovereignty, in preserving our lives during another week, while 
many who were alive at its commencement are now numbered 
with the dcwl, and, it is to be feared, not a few of them num- 
bered amoug the lost. O teach us with our whole heart to bless 
thee, that wo are in the land of the living, and in the place 
where the joyful accents of redeeming love salute our ears. 

O Lord, we are imworthy petitioners, and in ourselves 
|)olluted and guilty. During the past week, wc have added to 
the number of our iniquities. Thou who delightest to forgive, 
we lay down at thy feet the sins of the past week, the sins of 
our past lives ; yea, we lay down before thee all our sins, and 
pray. Lord, be merciful to us sinners; hide thy face from our 
sins, and blot out all our iniquities. 

Mercifiilly watch over us this night. May our sleep be sweet; 
and suffer none to make us afraid. Lord of the Sabbath-day, 
we would rejoice in our near prospect of that holy, hallow^ 
day. Holy Spirit, graciously prepare us, and our relatives, 
and the con^gation to wliich we belong, and thy beloved 
ministers, and the whole household of faith, for the solemnities 
of thy Sabbath, and for the services of thy sanctuary. 

Sanctify to us, O Lord, the sacred truths we have now read. 
We bring to thee, our Saviour and physician, our diseased souls. 
Alas, the faculties, gi^, and talents thou hast us, in 
consequence of our sinM carelessness and indi&rence, too 
much resemble the withered hand of which we have now read. 
We seek from our God holy zeal and lively activity in thy 
service. O may we resemble the meekness and the gentleness, 
the tenderness and the mercy of Jesus, who never broke the 
bruised reed, nor quenched the smoking flax. SufiTer us not to 
resist the Holy Ghost. O when the divine Spirit strives with 
us, may we lovingly and obediently submit to his influence. 
Make us fruit-bearing trees in the garden of thy Church. 

And may our beloved children and servants be trees of right* 
eousness, the planting of the LordPs right-hand. 

Jesus, our kind Intercessor, give efiScacy to this our prayer. 
To the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost we ascribe infinite 
and praise. Amen. < 


THIRD WEEK.~SABBATH MORNINa 


Waltham IrUh, c. u. 

1 T^ITH my whole heart I *11 raise my song, 

Thy wonders I *11 proclaim ; 

^ Then, sovereign Judge of right and wrong, 

Wilt put my foes to shame. 

S I *11 sing thy majesty and grace ; 

To judge the world in righteousness, 

And make his rongeanco known. 

8 Then shall the Lord a refuge prove 
Eor all the poor opprest ; 

To save the people of his love, 

And give the weary rest. 

Watt?, JPg 9, p, I, 

PSALM IX. 

God^g Judgmenig. 

T WILL praise thee, O Lord^ with my whole heart ; I will 
shew forth all thy marvellous works. 

2 I will be glad and rejoice in thee : I will sing praise to 
thy name, O thou most High. 

3 When mine enemies are turned back, they shall fall and 
perish at thy presence. 

4 For thou hast maintained my right and my cause ; thou 
satest in the throne judging right. 

6 Thou hast rebuked the heathen, thou hast destroyed the 
wicked, thou hast put out their name for ever and ever. 

6 O thou enemy, dcstnictions are come to a perpetual end : 
and thou hast destroyed cities ; their memorial is perished 
with them. 

7 But the Lord shall endure for ever : he hatli prepared 
his throne for judgment. 

8 And he shall judge the world in riglitcousnejss, he shall 
minister judgment to the people in uprightness. 

9 The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge 
in times of trouble. 

10 And they that know thy name will put their trust in 
thee : for thou. Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek thee. 

11 Sing praises to the Lord, which d^veUcth in Zion : | 

declare among the people his doings. i 

12 When he maketh inquisition for blood, he i*emembercth i 

them : he forgetteth not the cry of the humble. ! 

13 Have mercy upon me, 0 Lord ; consider my trouble 

which I suffer of them that hate me, thou that liftest me up | 
from the gates of death : j 

14 That I may show forth all thy praise in the gates of the i 

daughter of Zion ; I will rejoice in thy salvation. j 

15 The heathen arc sunk down in the pit that they made : 
in the net which they hid is their own foot taken. 

16 The Lord is known by the judgment which lie cx- , 
ecuteth : the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. 1 
Higgaion.* Selah. 

17 The wicked shall be turned into heU, and all the nations 

that forget God. | 

18 For the needy shall not alway be forgotten : the ex- 
pectation of the poor shall not perish for ever. 

19 Arise, O Lord ; let not man prevail ; let the heathen 
be judged in thy sight. . 

20 Put them in fear, O Lord ; that the nations may know 
themaelyes to be but men. Selah. 

RBFLROttoirs XTPON PsALM IX. — As sacrod fire continually burnt 
upon the oltar, may joyful praises continually ascend from our hearts 
to our oompassiona^ Saviour, for his distinguished mercies ! Blessed 
Friend ! for at once ho destroys the enemies of his people, and vin- 
dicates iheix cause against evei^ accuser. Whore are the heathen 
persooutoTi of ancient days ? They have perished before the breath 

^ * Hoditatiou. 


of Zion*s King. Lot the Church rejoice, for Jesus her Saviour for 
over dwells in the midst of her. Samts proclaim his praise ! for ho 
wUl silence and confound your foes — ^for your names are engraven 
on his heart, and ho will morcifiilly answer your prayers. 0 
how superior the reign of Christ to that of tne rulers of the 
I earth! It is imperishable, adorned by righteousness and mercy, 
i and the defence of afflicted saints, who shall never bo forgotten or 

I t 1 - ji - . .1 _ a'l_ o z xi X _i. 'n i 

deliverances encourage believers to flee to the bosom of mercy, and 
also animate them in proclaiming their Redeemer’s praise. The 
impenitent preporo for themselves the miseries of hell, and their 
punishments declare the righteous judgments of licaven. Qod aifec- 
tionatcly remembers his people, though covered with the darkest 
clouds ; he will cause his Uospol to triumph over every obstacle, and 
by his judgments will make his enomios sensible of their weakness 
and insignificance. 

PRAYER. 

LORIOUS Jehovah, tliou art the Lord of the Sabbath-day, 
As a family, we would now humbly, reverently, and joy- 
fully prostrate ourselves before the throne of thy grace, on the 
morning of this tliy sacred, hallowed, blessed day. Holy 
Spirit, breathe upon us thy gracious influences. We rejoice, 
O Lord, that in tlic inspired song wc have now read we are 
instructed to adore thee. Thou, O Lord, shalt endure for 
ever ; thou hast prejiared thy throne for judgment. O prepare 
us for judgment, by clothing us with the righteousness of 
Christ ; then shall wc appear with acceptance before thee on 
that day, when thou wilt judge the world in righteousness. 
Teach us to praise thee with our whole heart, and to the close 
of our mortal lives to show forth thy marvellous works. O 
cause us to be glad and rejoice in thee; then will we sing 
prais(i to thy name, O most High. 

Wc present before thee, O Lord, the tribute of our gratitude, 
for preserving us during the past night, for refreshing us with 
sleep and repose, and for permitting us, under thy fatherly 
smiles, to sec the cheering light of another Christian Sabbath, 
another hallowed day of the Sou of man. Mercifully prepare 
us for the religious and important services of this day. Holy 
Spirit, the prtjparation of the heart is alone with thee. O give 
us the preparation of tlie h(jart. May the prospect of entering 
thy courts fill our hearts with gladness, thankfulness, and joy. 
Go forth with thy beloved ministering servants, the heralds of 
the cross and the ambassadors of salvation. May they bo 
delivered from the fear of man, and proclaim the gospel mes- 
sage with affection, boldness, and fidelity. May they ever feel 
the avifful responsibility of their commission, and the peculiarly 
solemn importance of the work in wliich they arc eng* ; * 
Impress them with the conviction that they are standing 
between the living and the dead. May they dispense the 
oracles of truth in such a way, that the blood of their jieoplo 
shall not be required at their liands. Glorious King of Zion, 
let multitudes flock to Jesus this day, as doves flee to their 
windows. O that many hearts now cold and hard as ice, 
may be warmed and softened this day by the superlative love 
of Christ being shed abroad in the miast of tliem. Blessed 
Jesus, cause them to sec the loveliness of thy g^e, and capti-^ 
vate tlicm vidth the comeliness of thy mediatorial beauty. 

0 have mercy on our children ana domestics, and may they 
never be among the number of the wicked, who shall be turned 
into hell, with all the nations tiutt forget God. 

Merciful God, bless thine universd Church. Enlarge the 
boundaries of the Mediator’s kingdom, and soon may all the 
rulers, princes, and monarchs of the earth fall down before 
him and worship him. 

Graciously hear our prayer, for Jesus* sake. We ascribe to 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost the power and the glory, tea 
ever and ever. 

Oui* Father which art in heavoui &c. • 



THIUD WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


TRATB& HEAnS. 

Righhury Ci^ltge. ITaW. 

1 WHY doth tho Lord stand off so far ? 
^ ’ And why conceal his face, 

When groat calumitios appear, 

And times of deep distress ? 


3 They pnt thy judgments fVom their siglit, 

And then iiiHult the poor j 1 

They boast in their exalted lieight, I 

That they should fall no more. 

Watts, 10. 

l^SALM X. 

m W'M Man. 

J^llY staudest thou afar off, O Lord? why hidest thou 
thyself in times of trouble? 

2 The wicked in his pride doth persecute the poor : let 
them be taken in the devices that they have im^ined. 

3 For the wicked boasteth of his heart’s desire^ and blessctli 
tlic covetous, whom the Loud abhorreth. 

4 Tho wicked, through the pride of his countenance^ will 
not seek (fkr God : God is not in all his thouglits. 

5 His ways are always grievous j thy judgincnts are far above 
out of his sight : ns for all his enemies, he pufieth at them. 

(i He hath said in his heart, I sliall not be moved ; for I 
shall never be in adversity. 

7 Ills mouth is full of cui’siug and deceit and fraud : under 
his tongue is mischief and vanity. 

8 He sitteth in the lurking places of the villages : in the 
seoi*et places doth he murder the innocent : his eyes are privily 
set against the poor. 

9 He lieth in wait secretly as a lion in his den : he lieth in 
w^ait to catch the poor: he doth catch tho poor, when he 
draM^cth him into his net. 

10 He crouchoth, and humblcth liiinsclf, that the poor may 
fall by his strong ones. 

11 He hath said in his heart, God hath forgotten: he 
hideth his face; he will never see it. 

12 Arise, O Lord ; 0 God, lift up tliiiic liand : forgot not 
the humble. 

13 AVherefore doth the wicked contemn God ? he liatli said 
in his heart, Thou wilt not require it, 

14 Thou hast seen it; for thou beholdest mischief and 
spite to requite it with thy hand ; the poor committeth him- 
self unto thee ; thou art the helper of the fatherless. 

15 Break thou the arm of the wicked and the evil man: 
seek out his wickedness till thou find none. 

16 The Lord is King for ever and ever ; the heathen are 
pcrisljcd out of his land, 

17 Lord, thou hast hoard the desire of the humble: thou 
wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cause thine eai* to hear ; 

18 To judge the fatherless and the oppressed, that the man 
of the earth may no more oppress. 

Eeflt:ction8 upon Psalm x.-— W hen God hides his face from his 
people, they ardently long for the smiles of his countenance. The 
malignity of the wicked against the saints will bring upon their own 
heacb everlasting destruction. Appalling depravity I tho wicked man 
glories in his own corruption, delights in those who am tho objects 
of divine abhorrence, refuses to become acquomted with Jehovah 
and disdainfully expels him from his thoughts ! While his actions 
are most depraved, no is ignorant of his danger, he boasts of his false 
security, and shuts his eyes from impending calamities. His words 
are a stream of blasphemous pollution, flowing from tho i 
a depraved heart. At one time he lies in the ambush of 


concealment, and at another he assumes the of hamility, that ho 
may more effectually destroy the unsuspeoting riotiins of his rage. 
For this end he plunges into the depths of . atheism, and forgets the 
all-seeing eye of God.— In answer to the prayers of his peo^e, God 
kindly remembers them in their affliction, while he beholds and 
I punishes the blasphemous wickedness of their enemies, and spreads 

1 J A.I.- J^J.1 r\ -1 1- - « 


vilugo oi wie numoie, lor rnoy jcnow wioir mieresi; in ine love or a 
pruyer-hearing God, who will avenge bis oppressed children, and 
destroy their oppressors. 

PRAYEE. 

JR Father who art in heaven, we are encouraged to draw 

near thy throne of grace, because thou dost constantly fill 
thy mercy-seat, waiting with tenderness and compassion to 
hear and answer the supplications of thy people. O Lord, 
thou art King for ever and over. There is none in the heavens 
to be compared with thee, and none among the sons of the 
mighty can ever be likened unto thee. 0 how great is thy 
majesty ! for all nations before thee are as nothing — they are 
less than notliiug, and vanity. O how great is thy glory ! for 
they arc as a drop of a bucket, and as the small dust of the 
balance. May w e as a family be ever impressed with a sense 
of thy majesty, glory, and grace. We desire, 0 Lord, most 
sensibly to feel thy great kindness, during the sacred day 
which has come to a close. Accept of our unfeigned thanks 
for those temporal and spiritual mercies thou host so graciously 
hcstowxd. We thank thcc that our bodies have been fed, in 
common with millions, at the tabic of thy providence ; and 
tliat our souls liave been refreshed, in common with thousands, 
at the gospel tabic of thy grace. By the rich provision of thy 
house, may we be nourished, invigorated, and refreshed. As 
the honey from the rock revived the fainting heart of Jonathan, 
may our hearts be greatly animated and revived with the de- 
licious honey of the w ord of thy grace which has dropped this 
clay from the rock of Christ, O let multitudes be blessed who 
have heard the joyful sound, and may it be made tp thousands 
a saving sound. May joy be excitea in the hearts of many . 
which will last for ever ; and may the precious seed which has 
been sown on our hearts, and on the hearts of the congregation 
with which we arc connected, spring up into everlasting life. 
May an abundant liarvest be reaped on earth, and a plentiful 
liarvcst be gathered in heaven. Show thy most gracious pity, 
O Lord, to Abraham^s race. Arc they not, O Jesus, thy kin* 
dred after the flesh ? O majjr they soon be delivered from their 
unbelief, and be engrafted into tiiee, the true vine. 

Ji/m, 0 Lord, a preached gospel, to the conversion cf our 
children, and may our hearts soon be filled with spiritual joy ^ 
by seeing in them the satisfying evidences of a saving change, 

O Lord, enter not into judgment with us for the great 
and numerous imperfections which cleave to all our religious 
services, and which deface our most sacred engagements. 
For Jesus’ sake blot out all our iniquities. O we rejoice that 
thou w ilt never refuse tliat mercy which is sought through the 
merit of 9 ur Saviour’s blood. 

Fill us with abliorreuce of sin in every shape, and with a 
holy disgust at those passions, vices, and crimes delineated in 
the character presented before us in the sacred song we have 
now read. 0 let us turn with delight and admiration from 
the vileuess of depraved man, to the matchless lov^ess of 
Jesus, the brightness of the Father’s glory ! 

O Lord, we supplicate thjr gracious care this night. May 
we lie down upon our beds m peace, under the impreiiion ot 
what we have heard this day in thy public courts. Meirci&lly 
hear our prayers, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 




THIBD WEEK.~MONDAY MOENING 


PROM18B ,TO ABKAHAM. 

'IToroei^, Nw York, o, x. 



X ^11 bo a God to theo and thino, 
Sapplying aU tbeir need. 


The wordi of his extensivo love 
From ago to age endoro ; 

The angel of the covenant proves, 

And seols the blessing sure. 

8 Jesus the ancient faith confirms, 

To our great father given ; 

Ho takes young children to his arms, 

And cnJOLs them heirs of heaven. 

^VATTS, 113) fit !• 

GENESIS XV. 

Abram encouraged, 

A PTEE tliese things the word of the Lord came unto 
Abram in a vision, sapng, Pear not, Abram : I am thy 
shield, and thy exceeding great reward. 

2 And Abram said. Lord God, what wilt thou give me, 
seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this 
Eliezer of Damascus ? 

8 And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed : 
and, lo, one bom in my house is mine heir. 

4 And, behold, the word of the Lord came imto him, say- 
ing, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth 
out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir. 

6 And he brought him forth abroad, and said. Look now 
toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number 
them : and he said unto him. So shall thy seed be. 

6 And he believed in the Lord ; and he counted it to him 
for righteousness. 

7 And he said unto him, I am the Lord that brought thee 
out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it. 

8 And he said, Lord God, whereby shall I know that I 
shall inherit it ? 

9 And he said unto him, Take me an heiftjr of three years 
old, and a she-goat of three years old, and a ram of three 
years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon. 

10 And he took unto him all these, and divided them in 

the midst, and laid each piece one against another : but the 
birds divided ho not. | 

11 And when the fowls came do^vn upon the carcases, I 

drove them away. j 

12 And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon j 
Abram ; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him. 

13 And he said unto Abram, Know of a smety that thy seed j 
shall be a stranger in a land that is not their^s, and shall serve j 
them ; and they shall aiflict them four hundred years ; 

14 And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: 
and afterward shall they come out with great substance. 

16 And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace ; thou shalt 
be buried in a good old age. 

16 But in the fourth generation th^ shall come hither 
again : fdr the iniquity of the Amorites in not yet full. 

17 And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and 
it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp 
that passed between those pieces. 

18 In the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, 
saying. Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of 
Egypt imto the great river, the river Euphrates. 

BBnaonoirs uroir Oer. xv. — T he believer is strongly defended 
and greatly enriebed, and ho has a name better than that of sons 
and of dtmghtera Important question ! Are we heirs of God ? If 
we trust God he wiU overrule all events for our good and his glory. 
Faith sees a (dorious fhture day, when believers on earth sbw oe 
oounflsss as ^ stars. Are we the subjects of graced We are then 


brought from a kingdom of darkness and death, and have obtained a 
title to a rich inheritance beyond the skies, llio clean imimols which 
were offered in sacrifice should remind us of Josus, the Bpotkc« 
j Lamb, sacrificed for us. Lot us cultivate watchfulness against all 
I which may interrupt our fellowship with God. The sorrows of 
snints on earth enhance their joys in heaven. They who injure the 
, people of God hoap up for themselves accumulated wrath. May our 
death bo peaceful, may wo fall asleep in Jesus ! "While tho wiched 
are presumptuouriy filling up thoir cup of sin, Qod is justly filling 
up his cup of vengeance. Let us therefore stand in awe and sin not. 

PEAYER. 

LORD our God, we desire, as a portion of thy rational 

and accountable subjects, to bow the knee before thee, 
and in the name of Christ to adore thy sovereign majesty, 
and praise thee for thy providential and redeeming goodness, 
which eudureth continually. Wo M'ould rejoice in the fountain 
of thy kindness and mercy, which, like thyself, is infinite and 
inexhaustible. O what streams of blessings thou hast sent 
forth from this fountain, which have gladdened from age to 
age the hearts of thy people I 

We thank thee that thou hast answered our prayers, and 
continued with us thy mercy dining the post night. Wo 
committed ourselves to thy preserving care, and we bless thy 
name that thou hast eared for us. Thy mercies ai‘e new unto 
us every morning : how great is thy faithfulness ! 

Let thy precious word we have now read be light to our 
benighted minds, and balm to heal the maladies of onr diseased 
souls. 

We are permitted in thy mercy to enter upon another day,* 
give iiB grace to discharge its duties with diligence, to receive 
its blessings with thankfulness, to meet its obstacles uitli 
fortitude, and to resist its temptations with triumphant success. 
May our conduct in every part of this portion of time plainly 
testify that we have been with Jesus; that we have seen his 
beauty in the closet of secret prayer, and enjoyed liis fellow- 
ship while surrounding the domestic altar. 

Presence our children from the snares and temptations to 
which they may be exposed this day^ and may they be more 
than conquerors through Christ that loiml them. 

May Abraham's God be our God. When wc look upon the 
multitude of our sins, which are like the stars, and upon their 
magnitude, which resembles the great mountains, comfort us 
with thy pardoning mercy, and say, Fear not, your sins arc all 
forgiven you. When w(? think of the iiuriiber and strength of 
our spiritual enemies, say unto us in thy great mercy, 1 am 
your shield. Blessed Jesus, bo unto us our shield; then who 
can make us afraid? who can endau^T our safety? Divine 
Saviour, if we may be called upon in this vale of teal’s to 
sustain the loss of health, or substance, or friends, O say unto 
us, I am your exceeding great reward. Holy Spirit, wc long, 
wc pray for that faith which will teach us to say with humility, 
confidence, and joy, O Jesus, thou, and thou alone, art tho 
strength of our heart, and our portion for ever. 

We praise thee for tho blessings of tliy providence and thy 
grace, which arc more than can be numbered. As thy servant 
the father of the faithfiil was made the heir of a great inherit- 
ance, give us the pleasing evidence that, thi’ough Christ, wc 
are heirs of God, and of an eternal inlieritance beyond the 
grave. 0 teach us to say with an apostle. He that spared not 
his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not 
with him also freely give us all things ? May we never forget 
that we are pilgrims on earth, and ever nmy we look for the 
rest which remains abovft. And when tho time of our depo^re 
arrives, may we be gatheriSd^^tict, our fathers in peace, and our 
souls meet in heaven with the myriads of the redeemed. O 
Hearer of prayer, mercifully acc^^ morning sacrifice, for 
our Redeemer's sake. Amen. 



THIBJ) WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


THE GOSPEL PkOCLAIMED. 
Oi'anhrodk. Margate* 

H OW beauteous are their feet 
Who stand on Zion’s hill ! 
Who bring salvation on thoir tongues, 
And words of peace reveal I 

How charming is their voice, 

How sweet the tidings are ! 

Zion, behold tliy Saviour King, 

He reigns and triumphs hero. 

How happy are our ears. 

That heal’ this joyful sound. 

Which kings and prophets waited for, 
And sought, but never found ! 


Wattb, 10, B* I. 


MATTHEW XIII. 

Parable of tlic Smer. 

rpHE same day M'ent Jesus out of the house, and sat by the 
sea side. 

2 And great multitiuhis Avere gathered together unto him, 
so that he went into a shij), and sat j and the whole multitude 
stood on the shore. 

3 And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying. 
Behold, a sower went forth to sow ; 

4 And when he soAved, some seeds fell by the way side, and 
the fowls came and devoured them up : 

6 Some fell upon stony places, Avhere they had not much 
earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no 
deepness of earth : 

6 And when the sun was up, they AA^re scorched; and 
liecause they had no root, they witherc’d away. 

7 And some fell among thorns ; and the thorns spning up, 
and choked them : 

8 But other fell into good gi'ound, and brought forth finiit, 
some an hundredfold, some sixtyfolcl, some thirl^Told. 

9 Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

10 And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest 
thou unto them in parabhjs ? 

11 He answcretl and said unto them, Because it is given 
unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, 
but to them it is not given. 

12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall 
have more abundance : but whosoever hath not, from him shall 
be taken away oven that he hath. 

13 Therefore speak I to them in parabh^s; because they 
seeing see not ; and hearing they hear not, ncuthcr do they 
understand. 

14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which 
saith. By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand ; and 
seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive : 

15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and t?ieir ears are 
dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed ; lest at any 
time they should see with their eyes, and hear Avith their cars, 
and should understand with their heart, and should be con- 
verted, and I should heal them, 

16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see : and your ears, 
for they hear. 

17 For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and 
righteous men have desired to see thpae things which ye see, 
and have not senn them ; and to hear those things which ye 
heaTi and have not heard them. 


BniXECTXOirs upon Matt. xiii. — Most diversifted were the scenes of 
the usefbdness of Christ. Hallowed spectacle ! when multitadeB are 
gathering to Jesus, How precious is tho incorruptible seed of the 


word of fife ! Satan is ever^on tho watch to prevent the fruitfulness 
of the seed of divine truth. What an unfruitibl, barren soil is the 
heart of man ! alas ! how many hopeful blossoms, have withered and 
32 


died ! It should bo our constant prayer that Ood Avould destr^ in 
our hcorts the thorns of sinful cares. May we ever devoutly liken 
to God’s voice in providence and grace, and often ask counsel of 
Jesus, the Wonderful, the Counsellor. Most earnestly we should 
seek faith to believe, and gr^ to enjoy the mysteries of revelation ; 
then our gospel privileges Avill never nso up against us to condemn 
us. Oh ! what a calamity is a blinded undemtimding, and a hardened 
heart ! Blessed are they whose hearts are melted by conviction, and 
quickened by conversion ; for they see Jesus as their divine Saviour, 
and hear and know his voico as their loving Shepherd. What 
reason have wo to rejoice, that wo live amid the splendours of Now 
Testament days! 

PRAYER. 

O THOU, Avhom angels and archangels adore, we approach 
thcc in the name of our exalted Immanuel. Look not on 
us as we have sinned, a company of unworthy petitioners ; but 
graciously behold us in the face of thine Amointed, in whose 
righteousness we desire to be clothed. 

We thank thee that thon hast brought us in safety to the 
conclusion of another day, that thou hast continued our lives, 
preserved our health, supplied our wants, and defended us from 
those dangers and temptations to which we have been exposed. 
What sh^ we render unto thee, for all the mercy and the 
goodness which thou art constantly making to pass before us ! 
For all thy mercies, merciful God, wc present the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving and of praise. 

O Lord, deeply impress our minds with the solemn thought, 
that since the beginning of this day not a few are silent in 
death ! O affect us Avith the conviction, that many are dying 
every day who are destitute of the means of grace, and are not 
comforh^d with the hopes of heaven. We thank thee that we 
arc on this side eternity, and that another opportunity has been 
afforded us of looking upon the pages of that sacred book 
wliich points to Jesus, to heaven, and to immortality. 

May our minds be impressed by the lamentable description 
Ave haA"c now read of professors in the days of Isaiah, and in 
the time of our Saviour’s humbled humanity. O suffer not our 
ears, like theirs, to he dull of hearing, but may wc listen with 
faith and joy to the proclamations of divine love. By faith may 
wc see Christ’s glo]y, that every one of us may be converted 
and healed. Merciful God, are there any an^ong us spiritually 
deaf and blind ? Open their eyes to see Christ’s loveliness, and 
their cars to hear the sweet accents of his mercy. 

Convince our beloved children that by nature their hearts 
arc hard as adamant ; by grace do thou make them soft as 
flesh. 0 touch them savingly by thy gracious power. 

Holy Spirit, teach us to take heed how we hear. When Ave 
hear thy word, suffer not the Avicked one to catch that which 
is soAm, and t^e it away. Let not thy precious word resemble 
the seed sown on stony places, but may it sink deep into our 
hearts. O prevent the cares and anxieties of the world from 
choking the precious seed ; but, under the quickening light of 
the Sun of Righteousness, may it spring up, and bring forth 
an abundant harvest of the fruits of grace, in time and in 
eternity. Holy Spirit, grant this, the desire of our souls. 

May the liveliest gratitude inspire our minds for what our 
eyes have seen and for what our ears have heard of Jesus and 
his salvation, of the glorious perfections of the divine nature, 
and of the blessedness of that state which is heavenly and 
immortal. What are we, that our eyes have seen what the eyes * 
of prophets and righteous men did not «ee, and that our em 
have heard what their ears were not permitted to hear ? O how 
great is thy goodness I Suffer us not to abuse thy kindness. 

In t^ mercy, give us sleep, repose, and protection this 
night. We ask every blessing, for Jesus' sake. To the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost be ascribed honour, glQry« and 
power, for ever and ever. Amen. 




THIBD WEEK.— TUESDAY BYEKING. 


BUMMSE AMi) HARVEST, 

ImiH, Xtydia, Mjftkcm, c. m. 

1 rilO praise the ever-bounteous Lord, 

A My soul, wako all thy powers : 

He calls, and at his voice oomo forth 

The smiling harvest hours. 

2 His covenant with the %arth he keeps ; 

My tongue his goodness sing ; 

Summer and winter know their time, 

His harvest crowns the spring. 

3 Thus teach me, gracious God, to sow 

Tho seeds of righteousness : 

Smile on my soul, and with thy beams 
Tho ripening harvest bless. 

Flbtciieb’s CoLr^BCT. 95. 
MATTHEW XIII. 

Wtwai and 

A nother paraWc put he forth unto them, saying, The 
kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed 
good seed in his field : 

25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares 
among the wheat, and went his way. 

26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth 
fruit, then appeared the tares also. 

27 So the sen^ants of the householder came and said imto 
him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field ? from 
whence then hath it tares ? 

28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The 
servants said unto him. Wilt thou then that we go and gather 
them up ? 

29 But he said, Nay j lest while ye gather up the tares, ye 
root up also the wheat with them. 

80 Let both grow together imtil the harvest: and in the 
time of harvest I wUl say to the reapers, Gather ye together 
first the tares, and bind them in bundles to bum them : but 
gather the wheat into my barn. 

81 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, Tlie 
kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard-seea, which a 
man took, and sowed in his field : 

32 Which indeed is tho least of all seeds : but when it is 
grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and bccomcth a tree, so 
that the birds of the air come and lodge iu the branches thereof. 

88 Another parable spake be unto them ; The kingdom of 
heaven is like xmto leaven, wliich a woman took, and liid in 
three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. 

81 All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in 
parables ; and without a parable spake he not unto them : 

85 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, 
saying, I vn\l open my mouth in parables; I will utter things 
wliich have been kept secret from tlie foundation of the world. 

86 Tiien Jesus sent tho multitude away, and went into the 
house, and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us 
the parable of the tares of the field. 

87 He answered and said unto them. Ho that soweth the 
good seed is the Son of man ; 

88 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of 
the kingdom ; but the tares are the children of the wicked one ; 

39 The enemy that sowed them is the de^dl ; the harvest is 
the end of the world ; and tho reapers are the angels. 

40 As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the 
fire ; so shall it be in the end of this world. 

41. The Son of man shall send forth his an^ls, and they 
shall gather out of his kingdom all things that ofiend, and them 
which do iniquity ; 

42 And shall cast then) into a furnace of fire ; tliere shall 
1)6 wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun iu the 
kingdom of their Father. Wlio hath cars to hear, let him hear* 
84 


BjofUBciioKS nroK Matt. atm. — Haturally the mind of man is a 
barren, uncultivated field, which Satan strives to retain in his own 
possession, and which eminently zequires the oultore and oare of the 
Divine fi^t. Parents, teachers, and miniitets should never forget 
that while they are diligent in sowing the go^ seed upon the heart 
Satan is active in sowing tares. But God wiU mereimlly preserve 
his saints, and receive them to his heaven at last. Have we on^ a 
little grace } — ^though small, it shall last, and shine for ever. Our 
souls are by nature mavened by sin ; may God mercifidly loaveu them 
by grace. Wy we receive tho adoption of sons ; then G^ will show 
us tho secrets of his grace. To bo tho children of the kingdom is a 
greater honour than to possess the diadems of kings* We should daily 
strive to live under the impression of tho proapeot of tho judgment* 
day. If Christ is ours we can anticipate, with joy, that day when 
assembled worlds shall appear before their Maker and their Judge. 

PRAYER. 

0 MERCIFUL and everlasting God, we desire to rejoice 
with thankfulness that we are forbidden at no time to 
approach the throne of grace. What are we that thou art 
more ready to hear our prayers than we are to present them ? 
We thank thee that, in the overflowings of thy goodness, thou 
art willing to grant us even more than we can a^ or think. 

Holy Spirit, we implore thy help in presenting our evening 
prayer, and that thou wouldst inspire us with reverence, 
earnestness, and faith. 

We acknowledge our unworthiness of the blessings of thy 
providence and grace enjoyed during the past day. 0 receive 
our united thanksgiving and praise. Let the guilt of om* daily 
sins be washed away, in the laver of our Redeemer’s righteous- 
ness. May thy blessing rest upon us this night, and may we 
sleep secure in the arms of our merciful Saviour. 

Bless to us, 0 Lord, the instructive parables we have now 
read : and may we rejoice that Jesus, who spake as never man 
spake, uttered things, and brought glorious truths to light, 
which were kept secret from the foimdation of the world, 
l^each us spiritual watchfulness ; and may wo not by indolence 
and unconcern allow our spiritual enemies to gain over us even 
a temporary advantage. May wc ever watch and pray, that we 
enter not into temptation. Lord, preserve and deliver the 
garden of our mind fi^m the tares of corruption, and pride, and 
unbelief. As the wheat is collected into the bam may we at 
death be gathered and carried to the heaven of heavens. Lord, 
give us grace, even if it should resemble a grain of mustard- 
seed. Give us the pleasing evidence that we are indeed the 
possessors of grace, which resembles the extending and universal 
influence of leaven, which leavens the whole lump. Evermore 
give us that grace which beautifies every faculty and afifection 
of the heart, and which adorns the life with the lustre of true 
holiness. Deliver us from Satan, who is tho wicked one, who 
waits to blast tbc good seed, and wbo is constantly going about 
seeking whom he may devour. Enable us daily to anticipate 
the solemnities of the judgment-day, when the Son of man 
shall send his angels, to gather out of his Icingdom all things 
that offend, and them that do iniquity. 

On that day, that awful day, may our beloved children 
appear on the righUhand of the Judge, 

On that day, that solemn day, may we and our household be 
found among thy righteous, justified ones, and may we, though 
the least of all thy mercies, shine forth as the sun in the king- 
dom of our Father. O may tho blessinin which we imppUcato 
for ourselves be also conferred on our rdatives and frietm, on 
all in whom we are interested, and on those who regulaiijr wor- 
ship with us in thy house of prayer. May all of us be aothed 
in the comely robe of our Redeemers riighteousness ; then sbaU 
we shine brighter than the firmament, mr ever and ever. 

We present this our prayer in Jesus’ name. And to the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost be ascribed deserved hdmage and 
praise, now and for ever. Amen. f 


THIRD WEEK.— WEDNESDAY MORNING. 


COVENANT WITH CHE18T. 

Br^ok 8 tN 0 L o. as. 

1 ^HE pranise we» divinely fh)e^ 

^ EscteonTO was the grace; 

1 will ibe Gk>d of Abram bo, 

And of his numorous race. 

2 Ho said ; and with a bloody seal 

Confirmed the words ho spoko : 

Lons did the sons of Abra*m feel 
The idiarp and painfhl yoke. 

S Till God’s own Son, descending low, 

Gawe his own flesh to bleed ; 

And Gentiles taste the blessing now, 

From the hard bondage fircod. 

Wato, 184, J3, IL 

GENESIS XVn. 

Cifimnmtion. 

A ND when Abram waa ninetjr years old and nine, the Loan 
appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almiglity 
God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 

2 And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and 
will multiply thee exceedingly. 

8 And Abram fell on his face : and God talked with him, 
•aying, 

4 As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou 
shalt be a father of many nations. 

6 Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but 
thy name shall be Abraham ; for a father of many nations 
have I made thee. 

6 And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make 
nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thcc. 

7 And I will establish my covenant between me and thee 
and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting 
covenant, to be a God unto tliee, and thy seed after thee. 

8 And I wiU give unto thee, and to tny seed after thee, the 
land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for 
an everlasting possession ; and I will bo their God. 

9 And G(51 said imto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my cove- 
nant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations. 

10 This is my covenant, which yo shall keep, between me 
and you and thy seed after thee ; Every man child among you 
shall be circumcised. 

11 And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin ; and 
it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you. 

12 And he that is ei^ht days old shall be circumcised 
among you, every man child in your generations, he that is 
bom in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, 
which is not of thy seed. 

18 He that is bom in thy house, and he that is bought with 
thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant 
shall be in your flesh for on everlasting covenant. 

14 And the uncircumcised man child whoso flesh of his 
foreskin is not drcumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his 
people ; he hath broken my covenant. 

And Abraham took Ishmael his son, an^ all that were 
bom in his house, and all that were bought with his money, 
every male amoM the men of Alnrabam^s house ; and circum- 
cisea the flesh.m their foreskin in the selfsame day, as God 
had said unto him. 

24 And Abraham was ninety years old and nine, when he 
was cirouxndsed in the fledi of his foreskin. 

25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old, when he 
waa oimoinoised in the fledi of his foreskin. 

26 In the sel&ame day was Abraham circamcised, and 

faiB son*, 

27 And all the men o£ his house, bom in the house, and | 
b(mt;ht with money the stranger, wemcireumcuud with him^ { 


liKTUBonoKS vpov Qbk.xvii.— Old ago, uccompiuiiod with unfeigned 
piety and fellowshm with God, is tho dolightM proludo of hoaven. 
Wlien we worship God with holy reverei^oe, we are prepared to hear 
the voice of his mercy, and to embrace tho promises of his tnith. 
Jesus is the everlasting Father of his saints, and his spiritual seed 
shall bo countless as the stars. The true behevor can sny with lioly 
triumph, ‘‘Jesus has made with mo an everlasting covenant, and 
shall take mo at last to his heavenly home.” If wo are Christ’s seed 
we are circumcised by his Spirit to love him with aH our hearts. If 
our parents have dedicated us to God in our infancy ^ have we con- 
secrated ourselves to God in our maturity f How important is holi- 
ness : “ for without holiness no man can see tho Lord.” May God 
give us the circumcision of the heart. Oh, how lovely is sanctified 
nge ! Oh, how lovely is sanctified youth ! Children of pious parents 
should often remember that they have been dedicated to Jesus ; and 
may they show by youthful piety that tho dedication is accepted 
of God. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD, thou art a God of imchatiging love ; therefore wo 
take encouragement, as a worshipping family, to present 
before thee our morning sacrifice. W(? adore thee as the Father 
of lights, with whom there is no variableness, nor shadow of 
turning. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever the 
world was formed, thou didst exist in thyself, in the enjoyment 
of the same attributes which arc now the unfading ornament 
of thy being. Prom everlasting to everlasting thou art God. 
— O fiU our hearts with joy unspeakable, that thou art as 
unchanging in thy love as in thy nature. 

Wc thank thee that we have cnioyed thy paternal and pro- 
vidential care, during the silence, the darkness, and the dangers 
of another night. What shall wc render unto thee for all thy 
mercies? We would take the cup of salvation, and call upon 
the name of the Lord. O teach us this day to manifest the 
gratitude of our hearts by the holiness of our lives. We im- 
plore thy grace, that, by the diligent discharge of our spiritual 
duties, we may show ourselves to be living epistles, seen and 
read of all men. O help us to lean upon the arm of our merciftil 
Redeemer, that we may discharge duties, observe ordinances, 
surmount obstacles, endure afflictions, resist temptations, and 
subdue corruptions, as it bccomcth the followers of Christ. 

As Abraham devoted his sons to thee, so we would affec^ 
tionately dedicate our children, 0 Jesm, circumcise their 
hearts to love thee, and graciously admit them and our house^ 
hold into the covenant of peace. 

Most merciful Father, as thou didst comfort thy servant, 
O do thou comfort us. O say to us, to all our friends, and more 
especially to those who arc bowing down under the infirmities 
of advanced years, I will be a God imto thee, walk before me, 
and be thou perfert, I am the Almighty God. Blessed Jesus, 
thy name is mighty to save. We acknowledge that none can 
save us but on almighty Saviour. Thou alone art this Saviour ; 
thou art the mighty God ; thou art willing to save ; as willing 
as thou art able, as able as thou art willing ; yea, thou art able 
to save to the very uttermost. Where can we go, where should 
wc go but unto thee? Now, wc would come unto thee; O 
suffer us not to delay another day, another hour. Now, while 
we address thy throne, we would commit our souls, our bodies, 
our all, into tne arms of thy grace. O we thank thee for the 
encouraging accents of thy mercy : Now is the accepted time, 
now is the day of salvation. Compassionate Jesus, we com- 
mend our souls into thy hand, for time and etendfy ; and 
may we never, never forget the dedication of ourselves to thee, 
as individuals, and as a family. Henceforth, to the close of 
life, may we have the most encouraging evidence that we are 
thine, for ever thine. And when our mortal career comes to 
a close, may we arrive at the heavenly Canaan, where we shall 
for ever behold the King in his beauty. 0 h^or our prayer^ 
fer Jesus^ sake. Amen. 


THIED WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


DOOM OF THE WICKED. 

David^i, c. n. 

1 Christ to judgment shull descend, 

And saints surround their Lord, 

He colls the nations to attend, 

And hear his awfhl word. 

2 Not for the want of bullocks slain 

Will J the world reprove ; 

Altars, and rites, and forms are vain. 

Without the fire of love. 

3 And what have hypocrites to do 

To bring their sacrifice ? 

They call my statutes just and true, 

Hut deal in theft and lies. 

4 Consider, ye that slight the Lord, 

Before his wrath appear ; 

If once you iull beneaw his sword, 

Thoro *s no deliverer there. 

Watts, Ps. 50, p. Ill, 


MATTHEW XIII. 

Kingdom of Heaven. 

A GAIN, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid 
in a field ; the which when a man hath foimd, ho hideth, 
and for joy thereof goeth and selleth aU that he hath, and 
buyeth that field. 

45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant 
man, seeking goodly pearls : 

46 Who, when ho had found one pearl of great price, went 
and sold all that he had, and bought it. 

47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that 
was cast into the sea, and gathered of eveiy kind : 

48 Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat 
down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad 
away. 

49 So shall it be at the end of the world : the angels shall 
come forth and sever the wicked &om among the just, 

60 And shall cast them into the furnace of fire : there shall 
be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

51 Jesus saith unto them. Have ye understood all these 
things ? * Thej^ say unto him, Yea, Lord. 

62 Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which U 
instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man 
that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure 
things new and old. 

53 And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these 
parables, he departed thence. 

64 And when he was come into his own country, he taught 
them in their synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, 
and said. Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty 
works? 

65 Is not this the carpenter's son ? is not his mother called | 
Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and 
Judas? 

56 And his sisters, are they not all with us ? Whence then 
hath this man all these things ? 

57 And they were offend^ in him. But Jesus said unto 
them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own 
country, and in his own house. 

58 And he did not many mighty works there because of 
their unbelief. 

Befleoxioks ttpoe Matt. xm. — Are wo possessed of the treasure of 
|;raoe, of Jesus, the pearl of great price ? we shall at last reoeive the 
mheritanoe of glory.. May wo consider oil but loss ooxnparod with 
Christ, and xuay we prefer Christ to Let it be our earnest prayer, 

that increasii^ multitudes of precious souls may be gathered into the 
gospel«not. How pitifiil the situation of those who live under the 
36 


gospel sound, without fbeling its saving power! Temporary is the 
presence of the wicked with the i^hteous now, but hereafter their 
separation is for ever. God has given m the oracles of mercy ; but 
they are only a dead letter without divine grace to see beauty, 
and divine faith to believe their truth. May it be our privilege nev^ 
to depart from Christ, and Jesus never to depart from us. It is 
lamentable to think that many who were astonished at Christ never 
loved his person, nor received his grace. They looked upon him as 
a root sprung out of a dry ground, without form or ^meUness 
Infinitely vile is the human heart, which hated him for his holing 
and despised him for his wisdom. Whatever others think of Christ, 
may he fill the throne of our hearts ; and in our estimation, may he 
be the chiofest among ten thousand, and altogether lovely. 


PRAYER. 

TITOST merciful and gr^ious Lord, our God and Father in 
Christ, we would reioice with thankfulness that we are 
allowed to approach thy tl^ne at the conclusion of another 
day. Thou art omniscient and omnipresent, and therefore able 
to listen to our petitions, and near to answer our requests. O 
may our minds be solemnized, animated, and comforted with 
the believing conviction, that thine eye, thy presence, thine 
influence, and thy government, pervaae the universe. Most 
glorious Jehovah, thine attention is as really directed to the 
meanest insect, as to the wisest, the mightiest, and most 
exalted of intelligent beings. Truly, O Lord, thine eyes ore 
in every place. Tliou beholdest the evil and the good, and at 
one moment thou scest with abhorrence the wickedness of the 
one, and lookest with approbation and delight upon the obe- 
dience of the other. O teach us to remember that thou art 
now the constant witness of the purposes and actions of men, 
and that a day will most assuredly arrive, when thou wilt 
decide upon the conduct and lives of men as an impartial and 
righteous Judge. Mercifully prepare us for that d^, that 
solemn day 1 O sprinkle us with the blooct of Jesus ! O clothe 
us with his righteousness I O make us the subjects of his 
great salvation, which he purchased by the sacrifice of his 
humanity 1 — ^then shall we stand acquitted on that great, that 
awful day 1 

Teach our children daily to remember that there will be a 
Judgment-day, and that they shall appear before the judgment^ 
seat of Christ, O give them the ornaments of early piety, and 
then they will look forward with triumph to that great, tlwl 
solemn day. 

Let the blessing of the Comforter accompany the divine 
sayings of Jesus we have now read. O may our souls long 
at all times for the words of him who spake as never man 
spake ; and with the Psalmist may we acknowledge, under the 
influence of adoring admiration. Thou art faim than the 
children of men; grace is poured into thy lips. 

Holy Spirit, teach us at this time to lift up the voice of 


and the jewels of the rulers of the earth. O teach us to 
admire the costly pearls which this divine treasure contains. 
Give US grace greatly to value and admire the pearl of thy 
law, the pearl of gosjj^l-doctrine, the pearl of the promises; 
but, above all, to admire with superlative delight our exalted, 
our adorable, our most merciful R^eemer, Jesus Christ, the 
PEAKL OF GREAT PRICE. O JeBUs,*thy worth is incalculable. 
Convince us, that if we have thee in possession, even though 
poor in this world, we have all. — Convince us that to possess 
the treasures of time without thee, is abject povertv and 
want. 

We present our thanksgivings for the mercies of the past 
day, aria implore thy watchful care this night. 0 accept jcmr 
evening saa^ce, for Jeaus' sake. Amen. 


THIRD WEEK.— THURSDAY MORNING. 


god’s JtTSTlOB AND UEltCY. 

Okwrm/owtk. 

1 A DOBE and tremble, for our God 
^ Ib a couBoming fire ; 

His jealouB eves his wrath inflame, 
Arid rabe hii Tongeance higher. 

3 Almighty yengeance, how it bums I 

How bright his fhiy glows ! 

Vast magazines of pl^es and storms 
Lie treasured for his foes. 

8 Those heaps of wrath, by slow degrees, 
Are forced into a flame. 

But kindled, 0 how flerce they blaze ! 
And rend all nature’s frame. 

4 Yet, mighty Gbd, thy sovereign grace 

Sits regent on the throne, 

The rcftige of thy chosen race 
When wrath comes rushing down. 


Watts, 42, B , /. 


GENESIS XVIII. 

Ikstrviction of Sodom foretold, 

A ND the Lord appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre : 
and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day ; 

2 And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood 
by him : and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the 
tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground, 

8 And said. My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy 
sight, pass not away, I pray thee, fix)m thy servant : 

4 Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your 
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree : 

6 And I wul fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your 
hearts ; after that ye shall pass on : for therefore are ye come 
to your servant. And they said. So do, as thou hast said. 

6 And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, 
Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and 
make cakes upon the hearth. 

7 And Abraham ran imto the herd, and fetched a calf tender 
and good, and gave it imto a young man ; and he hasted to 
dress it. 

8 And he took butter, and milk, and the calf wliich he had 
dressed, and set it before them ; and he stood by them under 
the tree, and they did eat. 

16 And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward 
Sodom ; and Abraham went with them to bring them on the 
way. 

17 And the Lord said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing 
which I do ; 

^ 18 Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and 
mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall 1^ blessed 
in him? 

19 For I know him, that he will command his children and 
his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the 
Lord, to do justice and judgment ; that the Lord may bring 
upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him. 

20 And the Lord said. Because the cry of Sodom and 
Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous ; 

21 I will go down now, and see whether they have done 
altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me ; 
and if not, I know. 

22 And the 'men turned their faces from thence, and went 
toward Sodom ; but Abraham stood yet before the Lord. 

28 And Abraham drew near, and said. Wilt thou also destroy 
the ri^teouB with the wicked? 

24 reradventure there be fifty righteous within the city : 
wilt Also destrcty and not spare the place fi)r the fifty 
righteous that are therein? 


Bsv^eotiors xtpok Gzr. XTm.-— God graciously appears to IiIb 
people in the ohambers of his ordinances, and comforts them by the 
visits of hii merty. Grace shows itself in Christian hospitality, and 
in manifesting a lively sense of the wants of otibers. It is only the 
bread of life which can strengthen us in our journey to heaven. 
With great mercy Christ has prepared for us a gospel-feast of 
spiritual dainties. Do we hunger after the broad of his mercy, and 
thimt after the wine of his love ? Happy are Clurist’s people ; he 
guides them in the way, and reveals to them his will. His grace 
teaches them every duty, and enables them to honour every relation. 
Loud is the cry of sin ; but loud, awful, and overwhelming is the 
cry of justice. Is God’s eye constantly upon us ? How presump- 
tuous, then, to dare omniscience to the face! How awml, when 
the messengers of God’s justice receive their commission to destroy ! 
Not even the prayers of saints can provont the execution of Ids 
VeUgeanOO. 

PRAYER. 

O UR Father who art in heaven, we adore thee as the bound* 
less fountain of all wisdom and knowledge. In the name 
of Jesus, we draw near thy throne on the morning of another 
day. O let the renewed mercies with which we imd ourselves 
surrounded, awaken in our minds emotions of thankfulness, 
love, and praise. 

O Lord, thine understanding is infinite. Known unto thee 
are all thy works, from the foundation of the world. Thou 
knowest every particle of matter composing the earth ; every 
particle of vapour wafted through the skies. Thou numbered 
the stars, and thou callest them all by name. Oh, we rejoice 
that thou knowest every member of thy Church, and that thy 
love is equal to thy knowledge. Thou art light, and in thee 
there is no darkness at all. 

When we think of our feeble faculties, our sinftilness, our 
ignorance, our folly, we desire to be humbled before thee, the 
Father of lights; and before thee, O Jesus, the brightness of 
the Father’s glory, in whom are laid up all the treasures of 
knowledge and of wisdom. 

May the words of divine truth wo have now read be deeply 
and permanently impressed on all our hearts. Ever may thy 
testimonies, God of mercy, be our counsellors and delight. 

We pray, most merciful Father, that as thou didst honour 
Abraham with miraculous visits of kindness, do thou honour us, 
thine unworthy servants, with visits of mercy and salvation. 
As thou didst enrich thy servant with faith, O inspire us with 
saving faith. As thou didst often strengthen and confirm his 
faith, may we be strong in the faith, giving glory to God. With 
the disciples we would pray. Lord, increase our faith. As thou 
didst communicate to Abndiam the secret of thy purpose in 
reference to those judgments about to descend in awful 
I vengeance upon the heads of thine impenitent enemies, O 
communicate to us the secret of thy covenant, and of thine 
unchanging love ; and give us the pleasing tokens that we are 
thine, and shall enjov the smiles of thv countenance, for ever 
and ever. As a family may we resemble the household of thy 
servant. May we keep the way of the Lord, and do mercy 
and judgment. Lord, we seek not for ourselves family wealth^ 
but we seek family piety. 

Show pity to wr children and household, and give them an 
interest in the intercessory prayers of Jesus. Lord, save them; 
0 save them from the lowest hell. 

Gracious Gt)d, we acknowledge that we are deeply indebted 
to thee for tliy providential core over us during the past night. 
Jjet our preserved life, and health, and reason, be devoted to 
thy glory. May we show ourselves this day, by thy grace, 
lively and fidthfiil in thy service. O preserve us from the 
infection of sin and the influence of temptation, to which we 
are constantly exposed. May we enjoy this day, and every 
day, the unspeakable benefit of the intercessory prayew of our 
me^i^ advocate. And may our persons ima sacrifioes be 
accepted in our beloved Saviour. Amen. 
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THIED WEEK.— THUESDAY EVENING 


Tits OOSPEL-TABLfi. 

Jcnmkm. Broomtgrcve. c, m. 

1 ^HE King of Heaven hia table spreads, 

And dsanties crown tbe board : 

Not Paradise, with all its joys, 

Could such delight afford. 

2 Pardon and peace to dying men, 

And endless life are given : 

Through the rich blood that Jesus sliefl 
To raise the soul to heaven. 

3 Ye hungry poor, that long have strayed 
In sin's dark mazes, come ! 

Come from your most obscure retreats, 

And grace shall find you room. 

Dr. Doddridob. 

MATTHEW XIV. 

Death of John t7i4 Baptist. 

that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus, 
2 And said unto his sen auts, This is John the Baptist ; 
he is risen from the dead; and therefore mighty works do 
shew forth themselves in him. 

j 8 For Herpd had laid hold on John, and hound him, and put 
him in prison for Herodias' sake, his Wther Philip’s wife. 

4 For John said unto him, It is not lawful for thee to have 

I her. 

j 6 And when he would have put him to death, he feared the 
I multitude, because they counted him as a prophet, 
j 6 But when Herod’s birthday was kept, the daughter of 
I Heiodias danced before them, and pleased Herod. 

7 Whereupon he promised with an oath to give her what- 
soever she would ask. 

8 And she, being before instructed of her mother, said. Give 
me here John Baptist’s head in a charger. 

, 9 And the king was sorry ; nevertheless for the oath’s sake, 

i and them which sat with him at meat, he eommanded it to be 
j given her. 

I 10 And he sent, and beheaded John in the prison, 

j 11 And his head was brought in a charger, and given to the 

; damsel : and she brought it to her mother. 

I 12 And his disciples came, and took up the body, and buried 
it, and went and tmd Jesus. 

13 When Jesus heard of it, he departed thence by ship into 
a desert place apart : and when the people had heard thereof, 
they followed him on foot out of the cities. 

14 And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was 
moved with compassion toward them, and he healed their sick. 

15 And when it was evening, his disciples came to him, 
saying, This is a desert place, and the time is now past ; send 
the multitude away, that they may go into the viUages, and buy 
themselves victuals. 

16 But Jesus said unto them. They need not depart; give 
ye them to eat. 

17 And they say unto him, Wc have here but five loaves, 
and two fishes. 

18 He said. Bring them hither to me. 

19 And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the 
grass, and took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and looking 
up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his 
disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. 

20 And they did all eat, and were filled : and they took up 
J of the fra^ents that remained twelve baskets fiiU. 

21 And they that had eaten were about five thousand men, 

I beside women and children. 

I Jw^rwOT jv xrvvwvi n/v v vu v w ir iru^ 

! BEiLBonoKs uvoir Matt. xiv.^Many have heard of Christ’s frune, 
who wore never oapUvated with his glory, nor beautified by his 
• If fisdthfhl saints are called to wear chains on earth, they 
fbr ever wear robes in heaven. They are sunk in depravity 

as 


who are restrained from outward enmes, not by tho fear of God, but 
by tho fear of man. In wioked longs are often seem the union of 
licentiousness, cruelly, and murder. The rash purposes of princes 
have caused frequently to flow streams of innocent blood ! A woman 
abandoned to uncleanness and cruelty is the perfection of wickedness. 
They are truly blessed who follow Jesus, and who f^ply to him in 
all their bereavements ; for his love is boundless, and, though in 
heaven, his compassion is as tender as ever. In providence and in 
grace Christ is the provider of his saints, and abundantly supplies all 
their wants. Unbelief fills the heart with fear, but Christa fulness 
and promise animate the heart with confidence and^ peace. As Ihe 
God of providence, Christ delights to feed his creatures with the 
bread that perisheth ; but, as the God of grace, he delights to feed 
his people with tho broad of life. 

O LORD, enable us to approach thy mercy-seat this evening, 
under a deep and solemn impression that thou art an 
heart-searching God, and that no prayers can be acceptable to 
thee which are not presented in spirit and in truth. Erom 
eternity, O Lord, thou didst possess a perfect knowledge of all 
the purposes which in time are formed in the hearts of the 
chn^n of men. Thou didst foresee the murderous design tk 
Herodias to take away the life of J ohn, the forerunner of Christ. 
But we rejoice that though in many instances the plans of the 
wicked are accomplished, thou dost control all events, and 
overrule even the vilest actions of thine enemies, for advancing 
thy glory, and furnishing displays of thy perfections. 

Lord, we confess the depravity of our hearts, and the trans- 
gressions of our lives. O grant that our confessions may be 
the expressions of genuine evangelical repentance 1 If thou 
shouldst enter into judgment with us for one of the ten 
thousand of our sins, we could not stand in thy presence. 
Graciojos and forgiving Qod, look not on us as we have sinned, 
but look upon us in the face of Jesus thine anointed Son; then 
the clouds of our guilt shall disappear, and the firmament of 
our soul shall shine gloriously with the l^^ams of thy pardoning 
mercy. 

We supplicate the blessing of the Spirit upon the affecting 
narrative wc hare now read of the sensuality and cruelty of 
Herod. We would mourn over the selfishness, carnality, and 
vileness of our fallen nature, and must acknowledge that, if we 
had been left without the restraints of thy preserving mercy, 
we would have imitated the cruelty and the crimes of the worst 
of men. Not unto us, not unto us, but unto thy name, unto 
grace alone, be all the praise. 

0 preserve our beloved children from the malignant passious 
of the mind, and from the polluted lusts of the flesh. While 
many children are filled with cruelty, may ours be adorned %oith 
mercy. 

We praise thee that we have heard the fame of Jesus. 
While his fame excites the hostility of his enemies, O may it 
ever excite in our minds admiration, love, and joy. Let thy 
fame, O Immanuel, overspread the world ; and may the nations 
of the earth soon e^oy the unspeakable benefits of thy media- 
torial dominion. We adore thy sovereignty, O Lord, in the 
sufferings, pains, and martyrdom which thy beloved servants 
have for many a^es endured at the hands of their enemies. 
Teach us to rejoice that the^ blood of the saints has always 
proved the seed of the Church. 

We thank thee, 0 Jesus, for thy compassion to the myriads 
of our race, in providing for them the bread of life, the feast 
of salvation. Teach us by faith to eat, and then we shall be 
filled with thy goodness. 

We thank thee for the hand of thy providence, which has 
guided and defended us this day. Give us the sleep, the repose^ 
and the protection of th^ beloved^ this night. Hen^^y heiur 
our petitions, and forgive our s^ for pur dear Bedeemer’s 
sake. Amen. ^ 




THIRD WEEK.~FEIDAY MORNING. 


S1KN&R8 WAANBD AND INVITED. 
8t* Jfory#. 


He oaiiB you Dv nis Boveieign worn, 

From Bixi’s destructive way. 

2 Like the rough sea that cannot rest, 

You live devoid of peace ; 

A thousand stings witbin your breast 
Deprive your souls of ease. 

3 Your way is dark and leads to hell ; 

Why will you persevere ? 

Can you in endless torments dwell, 

Shut up in block despair ? 

Fletchku’s Collkct. 48. 


GENESIS XIX. 

Loi*i Departwre fttm Sodom. 

A ND there came two angels to Sodom at even ; and Lot 
sat in the gate of Sodom ; and Lot seeing them rose up 
to meet them ; and he bowed himself with his face toward the 
ground ; 

2 And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, 
into yom’ servant's house, and tarry all night, and wash your 
feet, and ye shall rise up earljr, and go on your waj^s. And 
they said. Nay; but we abide in the street all mght. 

8 And he pressed upon them greatly ; and they turned in 
unto him, and entered into his house ; and he ra^e them a 
fbost, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat. 

4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the 
men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both old and 
young, all the people from every quarter : 

5 And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are 
the men which came in to thee this night ? 

6 And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the 
door after him, 

7 And said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly. 

9 And they said, Stand back. And they said affain, This 
one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs bo a judge : 
now wiU we deal worse with thee, than with them. And thev 
pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and came near to break 
the door. 

10 But the men put forth their hand, and pijdled Lot into 
the house to them, and shut to the door. 

1 1 And they smote the men that were at the door of the 
house with blindness, both small and great; so that they 
wearied themselves to find the door. 

12 And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? 
son in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever 
thou hast in the city, bring them out of this place ; 

13 For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them 
is waxen great before the face of the Lohd ; and the Loan 
hath sent us to destroy it. 

14 And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which 
married his daughters, and said. Up, get you out of this place; 
for the Lord wiU destroy this city. But he seemed as one that 
mocked unto his sons in law. 

15 And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened 
Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which 
are hereTlest tibou be consumed in the iniquity of the city. 

16 And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, 
and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of bis two 
daughters ; the Lord being mercifiii unto him : and they 
brought him forth, and set Urn without the city. 

RaFUBonoNS vton Ohk. xnc. — The righteous men of a city God 
prefrrs before the rich, the great, and the mighty. God honours them 
with presence, his fellowship, and his blessi^. Oh,^ with what 
eamemsss we should suDulioate the Holv Spirit to take up his 


residence in our heart ! Blessed prospect! in heaven the redeemed 
shall be for ever beyond the annoyances of the wicked. Lot us pray 
with David, Oh ! when shall the wickedness of the wicked come to 
an end !*' Strong are the bonds of sin, which no power but that of 
Omnipotence can break. Here the eyes of the ungodly are blinded 
by sin, but at death they shall open amid the agonies of endless 
despair I It is of infinite importonce to remove the young from the 
corrupting atmosphere of the example of ungodly men, which is 
filled with deadly postiloncc. How distressing, when the young show 
that they are do^ to warning and oouusel ; but bow encouraging and 
delightful, when they hearken to tho invitations of mercy. Tho 
salvation of tlie soul is a case of urgency, lot us therefore attend to 
it with all our might. ** Lord wo come, we como at thy command !'* 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, we desire, with solemnity and confidence, 
^to approach thy sacred throne in the name of Jesus, our 
exalted Mediator. We adore thee as a God of holiness and 
of justice. Tliou art the Holy One, whose name is holy, and 
thou dwellest in the high and holy place. Righteous art thou, 

0 God, and upright are thy judgments. Thou hast said, and . 
may we rejoice that what thou hast said thou wilt do : I will 
make my name holy in tho midst of my people, and I will not 
let them pollute my name ; and the heathen shall know that 

1 am the Lord, the Holy One of Israel. Holy Spirit of the 
living God, bless to our souls what we have now read of the 
displays of divine justice and wrath, in the destruction of 
ilie abandoned and impenitent cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
O let this memorial of thy righteous vengeance never be 
forgotten by ns, and never cease to impress the minds of 
fiiture generations. 

Lord, we would confess with grief that many of the towns 
and cities of our land, and of surrounding nations, greatly 
resemble the iniquities and abominations of those ancient cities 
which were consumed by brimstone and fire. O reform and 
sanctify our cities ; let their crimes be exchanged for virtues, 
and their vices for the comely graces of the Holy Spirit. We 
thank thee, O liord, for the manifestations of thy mercy in 
the preservation of Abraham and liot. Truly thou art mer- 
ciful as well as righteous. We thank thee that such is thy 
delight in mercy, that thou hast said and promised, I am 
merciful, and I will not keep anger for ever. Fill our hearts, 
and the hearts of all our beloved friends and relatives, with 
joy that thy name and memorial is this to all generations ; 
The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands: 
for thou dclightest in mercy. 

Wc thank thee, as a family, that we have been mercifully 
preserved during the past night ; that we are not, as we deserve, 
the monuments of thy vengeance; that our abode has not 
been destroyed by fire ; and that we have not opened our eyes 
amid the devouring flames of Tophet. Merciful Father, what 
shall we render to thee for thy goodness ! 

O teach our children to be afraid of thy judgments. May 
they be unwilling to sin against thee, because thou art a mer 
ciful God; and afraid to sin against thee, because thou *art a 
just God. 

O Lord, we bless and adore thee, that thou hast provided a 
place of refuge from the miseries of hell. We thank thee 
that, as thou mdst provide a cave in the rock for the protection 
of Lot, thou hast most mercifully provided a glorious place of 
safety for us in Jesus, the Rock of Ages. Convince us that there 
is safety there, and nowhere else. May we, our friends, and 
those who are associated with us in church fr^owship, flee, and 
flee now, to that refuge, that only refuge. Hide us, O our 
Saviour hide us 1 hangs our helpless soiri on thee.^^ 

Suffer us not to offend thee tnis day. In thoughts, wonls, 
or actions, enable us to please our Father and our God. We 
ask these blessings, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 

ee 


THIRD WEBK.—FRIDAY EVENING. 


7AITH FAXNTINO^ YST PLEADING. 

BwnJt Aih, UaAridge, P* m. 

1 ENCOMPASSED trith cslouds of distrow, 

" Just ready all hope to resign, 

I pant for the li^ht of thy face, 

And fear it will never be mine : 

Disheartened with waiting so long, 

I sink at thy feet with my load ; 

All plaintive 1 pour out my song, 

And stretch forth my hands unto God. 

2 Shine, Lord, and my terror shall cease ; 

The blood of atonement apply ; 

And lead me to Jesus for peace, — 

The rock that is higher than I : 

S])eak, Saviour ! for sweet is tliy voice ; 

Thy presence is fair to behold : 

Attend to mj sorrows and cries — 

My groanings that cannot be told. 

3 If sometimes I strive as I mourn, 

My hold of thy promise to keep. 

The billows more fiercely return, 

And plunge mo again in the deep : 

While harassed and cast from thy sight, 

The tempter suggests with a roar, — 

The Lord has forsaken thee quite ; 

, Thy God will be gracious no more. 

Rippon, 220. 

MATTHEW XIV. 

Je$ut yfolkinff on Ike Waves of the Sea. 

A nd straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into 
a ship, and to go before him unto the other side, while ho 
sent the multitudes away. 

28 And when ho had sent the midtitudes away, he went up 
into a mountain apart to pray ; and when the evening was 
come, he was there alone. 

24 But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed 
with waves : for the wind was contrary. 

25 And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto 
them, walking on the sea. 

26 And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, 
they were troubled, saying, It is a is^irit ; and they cried out 
for fear. 

27 But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of 
good cheer; it is I ; oc not af^d. 

28 And Peter answered him and said. Lord, if it be thou, 
bid me come unto thee on the water. 

29 And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down 
out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. 

80 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid ; 
and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. 

81 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and 
caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, where- 
fore didst thou doubt ? 

82 And when they were come into the ship, the wind 
ceased. 

88 Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped 
him, saying. Of a truth thou art the Son of God. 

34 And when they were gone over, they came into the land 
of Oennesoret. 

85 And when the men of that place had knowledge of him, 
tikoy sent out into all that cotmtry round about, and brought 
unto him all that were diseased ; 

86 And besought him that they might only touch the hem 
of his garment : and as many as touched were made perfectly 
whole. _ 

BKFxJBoneifs vrov Matt, xiv.— P ellowship with Christ on earth is 
«fren intermpted, but never in heaven. I^t us rejoioe that Jesus. ; 
40 


who prayed in his humiliation, continues to intaroede in his oaolta* 
tion. Ainmating truth! the beUever can be in no storm when Ohrist 
is not near,, and in no danger when he is nob ready to ddiver. Im 
Jesus ours? he is then our Counsellor in the hour of pc^lexity, 
and our Comforter in the dark night of sorrow. When frith is strongs 
we con defy the raging waves, but when frith is we^ we begin to 
sink in the waters. However weak the grace of frith in the hour 
of danger the Almighty Jesus is near, who does not dei^ise weak 
frith, while he reodi^ answers earnest supplication. Jesus is present 
with his^bple in all their afflictions, and therefore, they can sing, 
** With Christ in the vessel we smile at the storm.” Happy are th^ 
who touch Christ’s righteousness with the hand of frith, n>r he will 
heal all thoir diseasos. 


PEAYER. 

O UR Lord and our God, we praise thee that thou hast gra« 
ciously taught us to address thee as our Father who art in 
heaven. Through Christ, the new and living way, we present 
ourselves before thy throne, to supplicate thy love and mmrey. 
O Jesus, we acknowledge thee in thy divine nature, nugesfy, 
and power. Heaven and earth, the dry land and the wateiy 


element of the great seas, are all equally under thy control. 
The clouds are thy chariot, thou boldest the winds in thy fist, 
and thou walkest upon the waves of the sea. Blessed Jesus, 
thou art almighty, thy dominion is absolute and universal, 
none can stay thine hand, or say unto thee, What doest thou? 

May tile mercies of the past day, and of our past lives, 
inspi^ our souls with thankmlness and praise. Lord, enrich 
us with thankful hearts ; convince us that no blessing rests 
upon temporal objects, when the possession of them is not 
accompanied with feelings of thankfulness. O give us hearts 
to praise thee, then wiU we praise thee all our days ; and when 
our eaijthly career is finished, we wiU join the innumerable 
company of angels, and the general assembly and church of 
the lirst-bom in heaven, and proclaim thy glory in accents of 
sweetest melody for ever and ever. 

O prepare our children for the storms and tempests of humm 
life which are before them. Give them faith in Christ; then 
they will cry to him in the day of trouble, and find deliverance. 

Graciously accompany with the influences of thy Holy Spirit 
what we have now read in the volume of eternal truth. We 
thank thee for the consolatory truth there taught, that thou 
art ever present with thy people in aU thfeir afflictions. We praise 
thee that when the tempest of sorrow rages around them, and 
when they are tossed on the biUows of temptation and distress, 
thou art near to encourage them, to hearken to their prayers, 
to strengthen their weak faith, to animate their feinting hopes, 
and to hold them up when they are ready to sink in the waves. 
When we may be brought to scenes of affliction, when the 
waves of tribulation may lift up their voice, O mm our sinking 
spirits be revived, and may we hear the voice of our Saviour 
thus addressing us. Be oi good cheer, it is 1, be not afiraid. 
Then do thou mercifully afford us such evidences of thy pre- 
sence, compassion, and help, that we shall give utterance to tiie 
joyful language of the astonished disciples, and say, Of a truth ‘ 
thou art tne Son of God. O allow no affliction to cast us into 
the deiq>B of doubt, despondency, or despair. Eveh in our 
darkest moments may we always pray with Peter, when he 
was ready to sink in the waves, Loi^ save us ! 

We commit ourselves and our friends, this .night, to the 
divine guardianship of our God. May he who preserv^ Peter, 
for ever preserve us; and may he who keepeth Israel, for ever 
keep us. May it be our blesw^ess, and the blessedness of aU 
in whom we are interested, to lift up our eyes, in confidence 
and hope, to thee, O Lord, who made heav^ and earth. 

Mercii^ly condescend to accept of our persons and services, 
for Jesus^ swo. And to the Father, Son, and Spirit^ one God, 
be ascriln^ the glozy and the power, for ever and ever. Amem 


THIRD WEEK.~SATUIIDAY MORNING, 


BAFTISH. 

Swmwidh Qewg€$, 

ith the mercy of the Lord, 


1 npHUS saith the mercy of the Lord, 
•I I’U be a God to thee; 

I ’ll bless thy numerous race, and they 
Shall be a seed for me. 

2 Abra’m believed the promised grace, 

And gave his sons to God ; 

But water seals the blessing now, 

That once was sealed with blood. 


GENESIS XXI. 

Bitth of Imolc, 

A ND the Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Loan 
did unto Sarah as he had spoken. 

2 For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old 
age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him. 

8 And Abraham called the name of his son that was born 
unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac.* 

4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight days 
old, as God had commanded him. 

5 And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his son 
Isaac was bom unto him. 

6 And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so th<it aU 
that hear will laugh with me. 

7 And she said. Who would have said unto Abraham, that 
Sarah should have given children suck ? for I have bora him a 
son in his old age. 

8 And the child grew, and was weaned : and Abraham made 
a great feast the same day that Isaac was weaned. 

9 And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, wliich she 
had bom imto Abraham, mocking. 

10 Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bond- 
woman and her son : for the son of this bondwoman shall not 
be heir with my son, even with Isaac. 

11 And the thing was very grievous in Abraham’s sight 
because of his sou. 

12 And God said mito Abraham, I^et it not be grievous in 
thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman ; 
in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice ; 
for in Isaac shall thy seed be called. 

13 And also of the son of the bondwoman will I make a 
nation, because he is thy seed. 

14 And Abraliam rose up early in the morning, and took 
bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it imto Hagar, putting 
H on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away ; and she 
departed, and wandered in the wildi'rncss of Beer-sheba. 

16 And the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the 
child under one of the shrubs. 

16 And she went, and sat her down over against him a good 
M^ay off, as it were a bowshot : for she said. Let me not see the 
death of the child. And she sat over against him, and lift up 
her voice, and wept. 

17 And God heai’d the voice of the lad; and the angel of 
God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said tmto her, What 
aileth thee, Hagar? fear not ; for God hath heard the voice of 
the lad wh^ he is, 

18 Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand ; for 1 
will make him a great nation. 

19 And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; 
and she went, and filled the bottle viith water, and gave the lad 
drink. 

20 And God was with the lad ; and he grew, and dwelt in 
the wilderaeis, and became an archer. 

21 And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran : and his mother 
IMm a wife out of the land of Egypt 

^ LMigbtor 


TIejplbotions rpoK Gm xxi.— It is our privilege to trust in a 
c. x. fbithfhl God, and to rojoioo that his faithfelueBs can never fail. Bid 

d, the birth of Isaao give joy? Oh what blessedness flows from the 

birth of the spotless Jesus! They who wait on God renew their 

loy strength, md rejoice in Christ with joy unspoal^ble. His mercies 

excite their wonder and call forth their praise. While the young 
^ ^ow in stature let them pray to grow in grace. Very soon is 

* original corruption manifested, and contentions in families show 
the strength of tliat corruption. Here, believers mourn over the 
consequences of sin ; in heaven, they mourn no more. When God 

Watto, 1*21, i.‘. /. commands painM duties let us never hesitate implicitly to obey. 

The stream of earthly comforts may evaporate, but Jesus the Fountain 
opened con never dry up. He 03rmpathizeB with his people in all 
their sorrows, hears their prayers, and dries up their tears. Pro- 
and flin T Ann cometh neither from the east nor west, but from God alone. 

^ Do we know and love the wells of salvation, and draw water out of 

. , . . , them with joy? Lot it bo our daily, camost prayer that wo may 

a son in nis old g^t God always before us, and that ho may bo always with us. 
to him. 

m that was bora PRAYER 

, . • 1 4 . j OD of our salvation, we praise thee that thou haat said unto 

bemg eight days VX ^ thy Word, Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, 
j , V . Thou art my Father? Lord, we desire to obey thy call. Our 

1, when ni8 son father who art in heaven, we draw near to thee as thy children, 

, . .. though in ourselves we are infinitely unworthy of the honour- 

augh, so tmt a name and the sacred relation. O teach us to admire thine 

. , , . incomprehensible condescension and grace, in calling those the 

h sons of God who arc by nature the children of the wicked one. 

have bora ntm a apostle, in his expression of wonder and of 

, . , , joy. Behold, what manner of love is this, that we should be 

I Abraham mncle "eiled the sons of God ! 

^ r K made deeply sensible of thy paternal 

ptiaii, winch she during the darkness, helplessness, and danger of the night 
. . , - watches. O let thy spirit be our guide, our defence, and cx)n- 

t out this ooiiil- goiation this day ; and may our thoughts, words, and actions, 
voman shall not constantly under its divine influence. 

. , . , . - O thou Holy Spirit, whose work and prerogative it is to guide 

Vbraham s siglit truth, wc pray that thy light and blessing may accompany 

. . . that portion of the Word of life to which our attention has now 

t be gnevous in directed. We commit ourselves to thy tuition, and plead 

tiy bondwoinan; understanding may be opened to sec 

unto her voice ; -vYondcrful things in thy law. 0 dispel the clouds of ignorance, 

.. , error, doubt, and unbelief which darken our minds I 

i will 1 make a acknowledge thee, O Lord, as a promising and as a 

promise-fulfilling God. We thank thee for the illustration we 
rning, and took glorious and encouraging truth. May 

Hagar, putting rejoice, in holy confidence, that though thy promises may 
be delayed in wisdom, they shall never be forgotten ; and that 
3er-8hcba. though obstacles lofty as the skies may stand in the way of their 

and she cast tlic ftjfUnaent, at thy command these mountains shall disappear, like 
chaff before the wind. O we bless thee that as Isaac, who was 
unst him a good promised, was at last given, so a Saviour, who was promised 
t me not the many ages to thy Church, was at last born. 0 what shall we 
nm, and lift up j.en(jer unto thee for this greatest of all mercies ! that in the 

- - fulness of time thou didst send forth thy Son, made of a woman, 

ud the under the law, to redeem them that arc under the law, that 

bnto her, What might receive the adoption of sons. As Abraham and Sarah 
jard the voice of j^j^iced over the birth of Isaac, the child of promise, msy we 

• i. j r T rejoice with great joy over the birth of J£»U8, and sing, unto 

me hand ; for 1 ^ Child is bora, and unto us a Son is given 1 Glory to God 

in the highest, on earth peace, and "good will towards men. 
a well of watoj conviction enter the hearts of our dear children, and may 

nd gave the lad opened to see that they are by nature the children 

, , , . of spiritual bondage and captivity. 0 give them the liberty oj 

«r, and dwelt m 

O Jesus, the promised Saviour, may all the natums of the 
and his mother ,00^ blessed in thee ; and may we be blessed with thy 

•iwlvation. And let the words of our mouth and tlic meditations 

cfourheartbeacoeptable, through Jesus Christ. Amrn. 

o ♦J ' I 


THIBD WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENINO, 


AN KVIL HJfiABT. 

Itaiah, Zara* ». «♦ 

1 A STONISHEl) and diitressed, 

^ I turn mine eyes within : 

My heart with loads of guilt opprossod, 

The seat of every sin. 

2 What crowds of evil thoughts, 

What vile affections there ! 

Distrust, presumption, artful guile, 

Pride, envy, slavish fear. 

8 Almighty King of saints, 

These tyrant lusts subdue : 

Kxpel the darkness of niy mind. 

And all my powers renew. 

Bbdpome. 

MATTHEW XV. 

ffypocrwj* 

•^pHEN came to Jesus scribes and Pliariscos, which were of 
Jerusalem, saying, 

2 Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders ? 
for they wash not their hands when they eat bread. 

8 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also 
transgress the commandment of God by your tradition ? 

4 For God commanded, saying. Honour thy father and 
mother : and. He that curseth father and mother, let him die 
tlie death. 

5 But ve say. Whosoever shall say to ?iis fatlier or his mother. 
It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me ; 

6 And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free* 
Thus have yc made the commandment of God of none eflect by 
your tradition. 

I 7 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophecy of you, saying, 

8 This people draw eth nigh unto me with their mouth, and 
I honoureth me with their lips ; but their heart is l‘ar from me. 

9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching/or doctrines the 
commandments of men. 

I 10 And he called the multitude, and said unto them. Hear, 

• and understand : 

11 Not that which goeth into the mouth defilcth a man ; but 
^ that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man. 

12 Then came his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou 
that the Pharisees were offended, after they heard this saying ? 

13 But he answered and said, Every plant, which niy 
' heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. 

14 Let them alone : they be blind leaders of the blind. And 
, if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. 

16 Then answered Peter and said unto him, Hcckre unto us 
Uiis parable. 

16 And Jesus said, Are ye also yet without understanding? 

17 Do not ye yet understand, that whatsoever entereth in at 
the mouth goeth mto the belly, and is cast out into the draught ? 

18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come 
forth from the heart ; and they defile the man. 

19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies ; 

20 These are the things which defile a man : but to eat witli 
unwashen hands defileth not a man. 

BErLECTiONs uroN Matt. xv. — M’ ay wo be prescri'ccl from imitating 
the hypooriticsd scribes and Pharisees, who attended merely to the 
extonals of religion, while they disregaided the religion of the heart. 
It is an invariable mark of a fallen church when she exalts the 
op^on of above the will and authorify of God. Great is the 
guilt of the filial neglect of parental claims when religion is employed 
as the fsnctio& of such iniquity. The most gorgeous and expensive 
rites epnneiied with divine worship can never be accepted in the 
place of the worship of the heart. May we be the true c&otunoiiion, 
who worship God m spirit and in timth, for God only seekoth such ! 


to worship him« Oh ! may our hearts be purified from sin, and then 
our lives will be adorned with holiness. How very different the 
effects of the Gospel of Christ !— to some it is the savour of life ; to 
many the savour of death. Divine light is the g^ory of the Bible, of 
tho saints, and of the fkithfol ministers of Christ. I^rd preserve us 
from spiritual Uindness, and jrive us the light of spiritual day. Oh ! 
cause thy light to shine. Suffer not our bodies to be made the 
instruments of unrighteousness, or the servants of corrupted paasionB. 
The heart is by nature doimerately wicked ; let us present the prayer, 
** Create a clean heart within us ; ” and let us plead the promise, '' A 
new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will 1 put within 
you.*^ Amon. 

PEAYEE. 

A DOEABLE Jehovah, before thy throne spotless cherubima 
veil their faces with their wings, in humble adoration. 
We desire with reverence to approach thy sacred pr68eni3e. 
Blessed art thou. Lord God of Israel, for ever and ever. Thine, 
O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the 
victory and the majesty ; for all that is in the heaven and the 
earth is thine. Thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art 
exalted as head above all Both riches and honour come of 
thee, and thou reignest over all ; and in thine hand is power 
and might ; and in thine hand is to make great, and to give 
strength unto all. 

We thank our God for the mercies of the past day, and of 
tho past week. For temporal mercies we bless thee, and for 
spiritual mercies we praise thee. May tho sins of the past 
week and of our past lives be forgiven. Give us a holy sense of 
j)ardoning love. We supplicate thy gracuous prote^ion this 
night. We thank thee for the near prospect of another Sabbath. 
O may thy Gospel be preached with purity, and be aooompanied 
with the power and unction of the Holy One ! May it be to 
us, and to thousands, the rod of the B^deemeris strength. 

May the Word we have now read be sanctified. O may tby 
Word, read or preached, never prove to us a dead letter, or a 
fountain sealed. Make it, in the hand of the Spirit, the hallowed 
mean of communicating spiritual life to our dead souls. May 
we know it to be a fountain of living waters, and may we draw 
water with gre^t joy out of this well of salvation. 

We seek an holy respect for thy divine laws ; and may none 
in thy Church be suffered to prefer the traditions even of the 
best of men before thine ordinance and laws. 

Very deeply impress upon our children and domestics the 
importance of relative duties, and of yielding to ttmr parents 
and superiors, obedience, veneration, and love.* 

Lord, preserve us as a family from eve^ description of 
hypocrisy. O inspire us with the sincerity of unfeigned 
godliness. When wc draw near unto thee with the mouth, and 
honour thee with our lips, may the fire of devotion bum with 
ardour in our hearts. Lord, affect us more and more with 
the deepest sense of the depravity of the human heart. We 
confess that tho heart is the overflowing fountain, whence flow 
the polluting streams of innumerable abominations, vices, and 
crimes, which provoke the indignation of heaven, and entail 
the greatest miseries upon the fr^en family of man. O Lord, 
wo brin^ our hearts to thee, that thou mayst create clean 
liearts within us. O Jesus, we bring our hearts to thee, that 
thou alone may come and rci^ supreme, and reign for ever 
upon the throne of our superlative r^[ard. * 

We pray for all, of every name, who sustain the office <d 
ministers of Christ. Suffer none of thmn to be mere ministeni 
in name. Alas ! that so many of them are only Wnd leaders 
of the blind. Mav a copious effusion of the Spirit descend 
on those who ore called the priests of God ; then shall thy saints * 
shout aloud for joy. O may we, and all our relatives and mends, 
be spiritual plants of our heavenly Father’s plsintilig, never to 
be rooted up, through Jesus our Bedeemer. To tho 
Son, and Spirit, we ascribe glory and praise, for ever. Amefi. 


FbURl’tt WEfiK.— SABBATH MbttHiNG. 


DBATk OF GODLY MSN. 

(hntrkion, Mumok, QoMt. l. m. 

1 T 011B| if thou do$t not soon appo^^ 

^ Virtue and truth will fly away ; 

A faithful man, amongst us hero, 

Will scarce be found, if thou delay. 

2 !but lips that with deceit abound, 

Shall not maintain their triumph long ; 

The God of yengeanoe will confound 
The flattering and blaspheming tongue. 

8 Thjr word, 0 Lord, though often tried, 

Void of deceit shall still appear; 

Not silver, seven times purified 
From dross and mixture, shines so clear. 

WlTTB, A. J9. 

PSALM. XI. 

Trvxtiiig in Ood, 

TN the Lord put I my trust : how say ye to my soul, Flee 
GF a bird to your mountain ? 

2 For, lo, the wicked bend their bow, they make ready 
their arrow upon the string, that they may privily shoot at 
the upright in heart. 

8 If the foimdations be destroyed, what can the righteous do? 
4 The Lord is in his holy temple, the Lord’s throne is in 
heaven ; his eyes behold, his eyehds try, the children of men. 

B The Lord tricth the rigliteous ; but the wicked and him 
that loveth violence his soul hateth. 

6 Upon the wicked He shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, 
and an horrible tempest : this shall be the portion of their cup. 

7 For the righteous Lord loveth righteousness ; his counte- 
nance doth behold the upright. 

PSALM XIT. 

Seeing Help of Qod, 

H elp, Lord ; for the godly man ceaseth ; for the faithful 
fail from amon^ the children of men. 

2 They speak vanity every one with his neighbour : with 
flattering lips and with a double heart do they speak. 

3 The Lord, shall cUt off all flattering lips, and the tongue 
that ^eaketh proud things : 

4 Who have said, With our tongue will we prevail ; oiu* 
lips are our own ; who is lord over us ? 

5 For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the 
needy, now will I arise, saith the LoRd ; I will set him in 
safety /rom him that puffeth at him. 

6 The words of the Lord are pure words : as silver tried in 
a furnace of earth, purified seven times. 

7 Thou shalt keep them, O Lord, thou shalt preserve them 
from this generation for ever. 

8 The wicked walk on every side, when the vilest men are 
exalted. 

PSALM XIII. 

to Ood, 

H OW long wilt thou forget me, O Lord? for ever? how 
long wilt thou hide thy face ^m me ? 

2 How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow 
in my heart daily ? how long shall mine enemy be exalted 
over me ? 

3 Consider dnd hear me, O Lord my God : lighten mine 
e^es, lest I sleep the sleep of death ; 

4 Lest mine enemy say, 1 have prevailed against him ; and 
thgsfe that trouble mo rejoice when I am moved. 

5 But 1 have trusted in thy mercy ; my heart shall rejoice 
in thy salvation. 

6 I wQl sing unto the Lord because he hath dealt bounti- 
ftiliy Vith me. 

Bbujicxioks 'ytfon Psalm mi . — hi times of^ {^rsecution beUevers 
have%o reason to be alteid, iot they have a divine refuge inflnitdy 
mom sooiue thim lofty mountidt^ Btanding upon the Ifock of Ages, j 


they can neither be driven from their confidence by the open efifbrts 
or secret plots of their enemies. Of what can they be oftaid } for 
their defence is the holy, the almighty, the omniscient God. What a 
contrast ! the righteous and the wi^ed — ^the former, teloved and 
sanctified by God, is an heir of the glories of heaven ; the latter, the 
object of divine abhorrence, is doomed by his impenitence to euduro 
the endless miseries of hell ! Sinner — smner, think and tremble ! 

Beflkctions I7POR PsALM xii. — The life of the saints is a public 
blessing, and their death a public calamity. What a moral pestilence 
is the example of the wicked, which is composed of vanity, flattery, 
and deceit and pride — those passions and corruptions which render 
them the victims of divine vengeance. God looks with a Father’s eye 
upon the sorrows of his people, and hides them ftom t)ie insolence of 
their enomios. His promises shine with the glories of infallible truth, 
and they form around his Church a lofty wall of defence, which never 
can bo weakened by the temporary triumph of her enemies. 

Reflections upon Psalm xin. — ^It is only for a small moment 
God hides himself from his people. This temporary desertion is 
I followed by permanent benefit, for it stimulates the believer to earnest 
I and effectual prayer for help and deliverance. Then the dark night 
is followed by a bright day of joy, of thankfulness, and of praise. 

PRAYER. 

O UR Father who art in heaven, we thank thee that, on the 
morning of this sacred, hallowed day, we are permitted to 
aiiproach thy throne of grace. Teach us to rejoice in this day, 
as appointed to keep up the remembrance of our Saviour’s 
triumphant resurrection from the tomb. Most graciously cause 
tlie influences of thy spirit to descend upon us ; then shall we 
approach thy presence with a true heart, in the fuR assurance 
of faith, having our hearts sprinlded from an evil conscience, 
- and our bodies washed with pure water. 

I God of our salvation, thou art the living God, without 
beginning of days or end of life, and all creatures, from the 
insect to the angel, derive their life from tlice. Thou art the 
unchangeable Jehovah — unchangeable in thy nature, thy pur- 
poses, and thy goodness. We would rejoice that every good 
and perfect gift cometh down from thee, the Father of lights, 
with whom there is no variableness nor shadow of turning. 

Holy Lord God, humble us under a deep sense of our fall in 
Adam, our covenant head. O tench us to lament that, as soon 
as reason dawned in our bosom, we furnished melancholy 
evidence of oiy* degenerate descent. Forgive the lengthened 
catalogue of our actual transgressions, llo thou remove our 
transgressions from us, as far as the east is distant fit)m the 
west. O forgive us, through the merit of our Saviour’s blood. 

May our beloved children be made the children of the living 
God, 0 may the marks of their original depravity soon give 
place to the ornaments of unfeigned piety. 

May the anointing and unction of the Holy Spirit accom- 
pany that portion of the word of life wc have now read. Suffer 
not our souls to cleave to the dust, but may we he quickened 
according to thy Word. Increase our love to thy people. May 
we consider the death of thy ministers and saints as a great 
public loss, and may their place soon he filled up by others 
who shall breathe their spirit, exemplify their gra^, aDd 
shine as lights in the world. 

May many be added to thy Church this day, by means of 
the faithful preaching of thy Word. Before the natur^ sun 
sets in the western sky, may the Sun of Bighteousnem rise on 
us, on our relatives, on multitudes, with healing in his wings. 
Clothe thy priests with salvation, and smile graciously on 
those institutions which are formed for extending the fame of 
Jesus, and the blessings of his great salvation, throughout a 
benighted and a degraded world. 

We thank thee for the repose and protection of the last 
night, and we supplicate thy presence and blessing this day* 
O near us, for Jesns’ sake. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven^ &c. 
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FOURTH WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


OLORIOVS HOPES. 

/tcntM. ChaMl (Hfwrd, c. M. 

1 T SET the Lord before my face, 

^ Ho bears my courage up : 

My heart and tongue their joys express, 

"My flesh shall rest in hope. 

2 Thou wilt reveal the path of life, 

And raise me to thy throne ; 

Thy courts immortal pleasure give. 

Thy presence joys unkno^vn. 

3 When shall my feet arise and stand 

On heaven's eternal hills ? 

There sits the Son at God's right-hand, 

And there the Father smiles. Watw, Pu. I(», p. //. 

PSALM XIV. 

Atfieiim. 

rilHE fool hatli said in his heart, There is no God. They are 
corrupt, tliey have done abominable works, there is none 
that doetli good. 

2 The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children 
of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek 
God. 

8 They are all gone aside, they arc all together become 
fdthy : there is none that docth good, no, not one. 

7 Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion ! 
when the Lord briugeth back the captivity of his peojde, 
Jacob shall rejoice, aiid lara^d shall be glad. 

PSALM XV. 

The Itightcom Man. 

ORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle ? who shall dwell 
in thy holy hill ? 

2 He that waUceth uprightly, and worketh righteousness, 
and 3 peaketh the truth in his heart. 

3 He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to 
his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproacli against his neighbour. 

4 In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he 
honoureth them that fear the Lord. He that sweareth to his 
own hurt, and changeth not. 

5 He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh 
reward against the innocent. He that docth these things shall 
never be moved. 

PSALM XVI. 

Qod the Believei ^e Portion, 

RESERVE me, O God ; for in thee do I put my tnist. 

5 The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance and of 
my cup : thou maintainest my lot. 

6 The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places ; yea, I 
have a goodly heritage. 

7 I bless the Lord, who hath given me counsel : my 
reins also instruct me in the night seasons. 

8 I have set the Lord ahvays before me : because he is at 
my right hand, I shall not he moved. 

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth : my 
flesh also shall rest in hope. 

10 For thou wilt not leave my body in the grave ; neither 
wilt thou sufler thine Holy One to see corruption. 

1 1 Thou wilt shew me the path of life : in thy presence is fid- 
ness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore. 

Reflections upon Psjilh xrv. — How is the gold become dim! 
Men originally formed after God's image, are found calling in question 
God’s being ! So deep and univeriil is their depravity, that even the 
eye of omniscience can detect in them no moral excellence* How is 
the most flue gold changed ! The whole family of man is rendered 
loathsome by the leprosy of sin. The conduct of persecutors is 
marked both by ignorance and folly. Trembling saints, mjoicc, for 
the day of your death is the day of your complete redemption, when, 


amidst hallelujahs of praise, ye shall enter into the joy of ynut 
Lord. 

Rsflsotzokb ufon Psaiac XV. — ^Let us behold and admire the 
character of the heaven-bound traveller. He has the ornaments 
of sincerity, holiness, and truth. The law of kindness is in his 
lips ; he snields the good name of others from mproaoh ; he shuns 
the society of the wicked, and courts the fellowship of the just. 
His fidelity remains firm, though accompanied by loss and incon- 
venience ; his heart soars above perishing riches, and he stands seemru 
upon the Rock of Ages, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
him. 

Reflections upon Psalh xvi. — The believer is a blessed man. 
Jesus, the fountain of blessedness, is his portion. Jesus, the Wonderftil, 
the Counsellor, is his guide, leading him to the heavenly mansions. 
He has the assured hopes of a glorious resurrection frum the tomb, 
and of an eternal residence in the palace bej’^ond the stars, where ho 
shall for over behold the glories of the Divinity unveiled. Oh ! may 
such blessedness be ours ! 

PRAYER. 

M ost merciful God, who humblest thyself to hear the 
supplications of men through the merits of thy son, 
look down upon us as a family with compassion, while we fall 
prostrate before thy throne of grace. 

We praise thee for what our eyes have seen, and for what 
our ears liavc heard, of the things of God and of salvation in thy 
sanctuary this day. O enable us to praise thee for the procla- 
mations of thy Gospel, where thy name shines with neater 
splendour than in the glowing firmament of the sky. Hasten, 
O hasten that blessed day, when thy name, as the God of 
salvation, shall be as extensively known as the sun of heaven, 
and wdien the shout of praise shall be heard in every nation^ 
How excellent is thy name in aU the earth ! 

O Lord, forgive the imperfect manner in which we have 
waited upon tliee in thy courts. When Jesus in his loveliness 
and mercy was held up to our view, if our thoughts wandered 
upon the mountains of vanity, O Lord, forgive us this sin. 

We acknowledge the depravity of the race of man, that they 
are universally corrupt ; that there is none that doeth gooa, 
no, not one. May the gospel soon be published, believed, and 
felt in all nations, that the nature, character, and practice of 
men may be sanctified and changed. Hasten , the promised 
day, when the descendants of Abrahanj shall be introduced 
into thy Gospel-church — ^when the captivity of thine ancient 
people shall be brought back — when Jacob shall rejoice and 
Israel shall sing. Soon may Mahomedan nations acknow- 
ledge Jesus as the Divine Prophet, and pagan myri^s be the 
worshippers of the true God 1 

God of ordinances, we thank thee for the gracious oppor- 
tunity afforded us this day of mingling with thy people, and 
listening to the joyful sound of salvation through the Saviour’s 
blood. O give the blessing. May the sowing of the incor- 
ruptible seed bo followed by an abundant and glorious harvest, 
the fruits of which shall be enjoyed for ever and ever. 

We affectionately pray that thou wouldst look down in 
mercy upon all the members of our family, on our friends and 
relatives, on the aged and the young, on our con^ganon ana 
our country. Be thou the portion of our inheritance. May 
Jesus and salvation be ours; then shall we sing, The lines 
have fallen unto us in pleasant places, and we have a goodly 
heritage. 

O be the God, the guide, and the portion of our children 
and domestics ; and teach them to say qf Jesus, He is my 
Lord and my GodV 

Watch over us this night ; and when our days and nigl\f» on 
earth shall cease, may we be introduced into thy presence, where 
there is fulness of joy, and may we appear at thy right-hand, 
where there are pleasures for evermore, for Jesus’ Aipon. 
Our Father wmch art in heaven, &c. 




POURTH WEEK.— MONIJaY MORNING. 


flUBMfflSTON TO OOD's WILL, 

JUidberry Oardent, NaUiWWih* Stirliwf, i.. m. 

1 O AINTS, at your heavenly Father’s word, 

^ Give up your oomfbrts to the Lord ; 

He shall restore what you resign, 

Or grant you blessings more divine. 

2 .So Abra’m, with obedient hand, 

Led forth hia son at God’s command ; 

The wood, the fire, the knife ho took. 

His arm prepared the dreadful stroke. 

3 Abra’m forbear, the angel cried, 

Tliy faith is known, thy love is tried ; 

Thy son shall live, and in thy seed 
Shall the whole earth be blessed indeed. 

Watts, 12!), a/. 

GENESIS XXII. 

AhraJiam offering up Isaac, 

A ND it came to pass after these things tliat God did tempt 
Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said. 
Behold, here I am, 

2 And he said. Take now thy son,* thine only son Isaac, 
whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah ; and 
offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains 
which I will tell thee of. 

3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled 
his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his 
son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and 
M^ent unto the place of which God had told him. 

4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and 
saw the place Jifar off. 

6 And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here 
with the ass ; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, 
and come again to you. 

G And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and 
laid it upon Isaac his son ; and lie took the fire in his hand, 
and a knife ; and they went both of them together. 

7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said. My 
father : and he said. Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold 
the fire and the wood : but where is the lamb for a burnt 
offering ? 

8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a 
lamb for a burnt offering : so they went both of them together. 

9 And they came to the place which God had told him of; 
and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, 
and bomid Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the 
wood. 

10 And Abraliam stretched forth his hand, and took the knife 
to slay his son. 

1 1 And the angel of the Lord called imto him out of heaven, 
and said, Abraham, Abraham : and he said. Here am I. 

12 And he said. Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do 
thou any thing unto him : for now I know that thou fearest God, 
seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me. 

13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold 
behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and. 
Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a 
burnt offering in the stead of his son. 

14 AndAbxuham called the name of that place Jehovah-jireh: 
aa it is said to this day, In the mount of the Lord it sh^ be 
seen. 

15 And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of 
heaven the second time, 

16 And said, By myaelf have I sworn, saith the Lord, for 
because thou hast done this thing, and h^t not withheld thy 
son, thine only son ; 

iff That in blessii^f I will bless thee, and in multiplying I 
wJOl multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the 


sand wliich is upon the sea shore ; and thy seed shall possco? 
the gate of his enemies ; 

18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed ; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 

19 So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose 

up and went together to Beer-sheba ; and Abraham dwelt at 
Beer-sheba. 

Heflections ttpok Oen. XXII. — Children Jire God’s loans ; ho has 
a right to call them back how and when he pleases. Strong faith 
always produces prompt obedience. Arc interruptions to be found in 
the way of duty ? — ^loi us strive carefully to remove them. Did Isaac 
bear the wood for the sacrifice ? Jesus boro the cross for our salvation. 
Affecting sight, Isaac on the altar ! Infinitely more affecting, Christ 
upon the cross ! How great God’s mercy ! — in one moment ho 
removes the gi-oatcst perplexity, dispels the dai'kcst clouds, and 
graciously rewards triumphant faith. Those places are made in* 
teresting and precious where God shows especial instances of his 
love. *^King of Zion, hasten the day when all the inhabitants of 
the world shall become the regenerated subjc^cts of Immanuel’s reign. 
Hasten, 0 hasten the glorious, tho auspicious day !” 

PRAYER. 

O LORD, thou art a mighty, an absolute, and a gracious 
King. In the name of our di\inc Intercessor, we desire 
Bs a family now to prostrate ourselves before thee. Enable us 
to behold thy sovereignty in the pleasing light of the atonement 
of Jesus : then will our slavish terror be exchanged for filial fear 
and holy confidence. O Lord, thy gracious sovereignty is the 
blessedness of thy people 1 Thou art of one mind ; who can 
turn thee ? — What thy soul desireth, even that thou dost. Tliou 
art the sovereign proprietor of all beings and things. The 
righteous, and tlic wise, and their works, are all in thy baud. 
As clay in the hands of the potter, so are we in thy hands, 0 
Lord. Thon art the great author of life, and thou host a right 
to demand the life thou givest. We adore thy sovereignty in 
giving Isaac to Abraham as the son of promise ; and we adore 
thy sovereign right in requiring Abraham to sacrifice his son. 

Gracious Lord God, we acknowledge thy wisdom, justice, 
and sovereignty in all our afflictions, and in all the bci*caving 
events of thy providence which have befallen us iu this vale of 
tears. O may they be sanctified and blessed. Teach us to say 
with Job, The Lord gave, the Lord hath taken away: blessed be 
the name of the Lord ! Holy Spirit, open our eyes to see that 
we not only deserve afflictions, but that we actually need them 
for our spiritual culture and improvement. Make ns to I’ejoieo 
that thou, our heavenly Father, sendest afflictions more because 
we need them than because we deserve them. We praise thee 
that, after all the storms which have threatened our destruction, 
we are still the living monuments of thy preserving goodness. 
O grant that all our afflictions may bring us to the feet of Jesus, 
to learn lessons of wisdom and humility of him, who is meek 
and lowly in heart. If we are without grace, may oiu* afflictions 
be the hallowed means of arousing us to seek with earnestness 
the pearl of great price, even Jesus and his great salvation. If 
we have grace, may afflictions prove as the threshing-floor, to 
separate the chaff from tho wheat; O let them prove aa the 
furnace to separate the dross from the gold. 

What shall we render to thee, 0 God, for thy love in cheer- 
fuUy giving up thy Son to the death for us all 1 What shall 
we render to thee, 0 Jesus, thou child of promise, that thou 
didFt most readily consent, without a murmur, to be laid upon 
the A'tar and sacrificed for us ! r 

0 iHay the children and domestics of our fanuly, like Isaac, 
be distinguished by grace, ^ , 

We thank thee for the mercies of the mglit. Assist us in 
all the duties of the day. Forgive our sins, and hear our 

prayers, for Jesus' sake. Amen, and amen. 

^ Ah 


FOURTH WEEK,— MONDAY EVENING. 


1 CANNOT L£T THER GO. 

Hwnility, 8tod. 

\, T ORD, 1 cannot let tliec go, 

Till a bleasing thou bestow ; 

Do not turn away thy face, 

Mine ^8 an urgent, preeftiiig cast'. 

2 Dost thou ask me who I am r 

Ah ! my Lord, thou know’st my name ; 
Yet the qucfltiou gives a plea 
To support my suit with th(M?. 

3 Thou didst once a wretch behold, 

In rebellion blindly bold. 

Scorn thy grace, thy power defy — 

That poor rebel. Lord, was 1. 

4 Once a sinner near despair 

Sought tliy mercy-seat by pvayer ; 
Mercy heard, and set him free ; 

Lord, that mercy came to me. 


MATTHEW XV, 

Woman of Canaan, 

^PHEN Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of 
Tyre and Sidon. 

22 And, behold, a w'oman of Canaan canic out of the same 
coasts, and cried unto him, saying. Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
thon son of David ; my daughter is grievously vexed witli a 
devil. 

23 But ho answered her not a word. And hia disciples came 
and besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us. 

24 But he answer^ and said, I am not sent but unto the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel. 

25 Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Loixl, help 
me. 

26 But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the 
children’s bread, and cast it to dogs. 

27 And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs 
which fall from their masters’ table. 

28 Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, gi*eat 
i$ thy faith : be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her 
daughter was made whole from that very hour. 

29 And Jesus departed from thence, and came nigh unto the 
sea of Galilee ; and went up into a mountain, and sat down 
there. 

30 And great multitudes came imto him, having with them 
those that were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, 
and cast them down at Jehus’ feet ; and he healed them : 

31 Insomuch that the multitude wondered, when they saw 
the dumb to speak, the maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, 
and the blind to see : and they glorified the God of Israel. 

32 Then. Jesus called his d&ciples unto hiniy and said, I have 
compassion on the multitude, because they continue with me 
now three days, and have nothing to eat : and I will not send 
them awav fasting, lest they faint in the way. 

33 And his disciples say imto him, Whence should we have 
so much bread in the wilderness, as to fill so great a multitude ? 

34 And Jesus saith unto them. How many loaves have ye? 
And they said, Seven, and a few little fishes. 

35 And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the 
ground. 

36 And he took the seven loaves and the fishes, and gave 
thanks, and brake them^ and gave to his disciples, and the 
disciples to the multitude. 

37 And they did all eat, and were filled : and they took up 
of the broken meat that was left seven baskets full. 

88 And they that did cat were four thousand men, beside 
women and children. 

40 


89 And he sent away the multitude, and took ship, and came 
into the coasts of Magdala. 

Reflecjtions upon Matt, xv.— The tender oompaision of the woman 
of Canoon for her daughter should toach parents to feel the most 
louder concern for tho salvation of their offtpring. And what a 
Messed example her reverence and eamestness in prayer ! Suoli is 
llio nature and fortitude of faith that it can turn discouragements 
into arguments in prayer. Christ’s journeys were like the sun, 
diffusing blessings wherever he went. Let the spiritually diseased 
ilt?c to Jesus, and he will heal them ; let tho spiritually hungry 
ni)ply to him, and he will feed them. His Skill is unlimited, and his 
mercy is unbounded. Jesus has most liberally fhmished his gospel- 
table, and ho delights to see mdltitudes partake of his bounty. 
Fellowship with Christ here is temporary, but in heaven for ever. 


PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, we desire with humility, gratitude, and 
praise, to thank thee for the protection of thy gracious 
providence during the past day, and for another opwrtunity of 
enjoying fellowship with thyself, in the pleasing and animating 
I exercises of domestic wprship. O may this fellowship on earth 
be followed by ctenial and uninterrupted intercourse in heav^ 
with the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. As we are permitted to 
approach the throne of grace on earth, may we appear at last 
before the throne of gloiy in the New Jerusalem, to proclaim 
the triumphs and sing the praises of Immanuel, for ever and 
ever. 

O Jesus, wc hlesB thcc for the displays of thy pace, mercy, 
and power, we have now been privileged to read. Thy mercy is 
from everlasting to everlasting. In a little wrath thou mayest 
hide thyself from thy people for a moment, but with great 
loving-kindness thou wilt have mercy upon them. ’J’hy fatherly 
displeasure is little, but thy fatherly compassion has no limits. 
Thou art slow to anger, but in thy mercy thou art swifter than 
the eagle’s flight, than the winds of the sky. Thy wrath is but 
for a moment, but tliy love endures to all generations, and thou 
wilt send forth streams of blessings for ever and ever. 

We confess that as a family we are sinful, ill-deserving, and 
hell-deserving. Though we are unworthy of one smile of thy 
compassion, yet we lift up our longing eve to thy throne of 
grace, to implore thy mercy through^ the Saviour’s blood. 
Inspire us wfth that earnestness which warmed the bosom of 
the woman of Canaan, when she prayed for her afflicted child. 
Like her wc would say. Have mercy ui)on us, O Dord, thou 
Son of David. Have mercy on our aged, our afflicted, our 
(lying, our graceless friends, O Lord, thou Son of David. 

‘ Have mercy upon our beloved children, and deliver them from 
Salaries power, O Lord, thou Son of David, 0 disappoint the 
purposes of the enemy, and save their souls. 

Holy and divine Spirit, teach us to feel as the woman of 
Canaan felt, to pray as she payed, anti to believe as she 
believed. Teach us by thy wisdom to present petitions agree- 
able to o\ir heavenly Father’s will, and rive us grace to present 
them with believing confidence ; then, like her, we shdl take 
no denial. 0 instruct us in the holy wrestling of believinjfj 
earnest prayer : then we shall come on triumphant, and obtom 
the blessing. 

Merciful Redeemer, thou who didst miraculously feed thou- 
.satids with seven loaves and a few fishes, feed us graciously 
with the bread of heaven. May the doctrines, precept^ 

S romises, and histories of thy Word be to us precious and 
elicious food. Above all, may we feed by fiiith on 'thee, .0 
Jesus, as the bread of life. We commend ourselves, our 
relatives, and friends, to thy gracious care this night. Cover 
us with thy wings, O Lord. Forgive our sins, and hear our 
prayers, for Jesus’ sake, who is worthy, with the Father find 
tlie Holy Ghost, to receive all oiur praises. Amen. 


rOURTH WEEK.— TUESDAY MORNING. 


8AH1SATH IN UBAVEN. 

ffcmm C^pcl. MukaeVs, c. |i« 

1 Tj'REQUEl^T tho day of God rotuima 

•L To gbed its quiokening boaiug ; j 

And yet how alow devotion bums ; 

How languid iu<e its flomea ! 

2 Inoreaae, 0 Lord, our faith and hope, 

And ilt UB to ascend, 

Where the asBembly ne'er breaks up, 

The Sabbath ne'er shall end« 

Fi^inrcHia's Coujmtt. 8a. 

GENESIS XXIIL 

Sa/ralCt DtoUh, 

A nd Sarah waa an hundred and seven and twenty years 
old : these were the years of the life of Sarah. 

2 And Sarah died in Kirjath-arba j the same is Hebron in 
the land of Canaan : and AWham came to mourn for Sarah, 
and to weep for her. 

3 And Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spake 
unto the sons of Heth, saying, 

4 I ani a stager and a sojourner with you : give me a 
possession of a buryingplace with you, that I may bury my dead 
out of mv sight. 

5 Ana the children of Heth answered Abraham, saying \mto 
him, 

6 Hear us, my lord: thou ar/ a mighty prince among us: 
in the choice of our sepulchres bury thy dead : none of us sliall 
withhold from thee his sepulchre, but that thou mayest bury 
thy dead. 

7 And Abraham stood up, and bowed himself to the people 
of the laud, even to the children of Hctli. 

8 And he communed with them, saying. If it be your mind 
that I should buiy my dead out of my sight ; hear me, and 
intreat for me to Epliron the son of Zoliar, 

9 That he may give me the cave oL Machpelah, which he 
hath, which is in the end of his field \ for as much money as 
it is worth he shall give it me for a possession of a burying- 
place amongst you. 

10 And Ephron dwelt among the cliildren of Ileth : and 
Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the audience of the 
cliildren of Heth, even of all that went in at the gate of his 
city, saying, 

1 1 Nay, my lord, hear me : the field give I thee, and the 
cave that is therein, I give it thee j in the presence of the sons 
of my people give I it thee : bury thy dead. 

12 And Abraham bowed down himself before the people of 
the land. 

18 And he spake unto Ephron in the audience of the people 
of the land, saying, But if thou wilt give it, 1 pray thee, hear 
me : I will give thee money for the field : take it of me, and I 
will bury nw dead there. 

14 And Ephron answered Abraham, saying unto him, 

16 lord, hearken unto me; the land is worth four 
hundred shekels of silver ; what is that betwixt me and thee ? 
bury therefore thy dead. 

16 And Ahrahm hetprkened unto Ephron; and Abraham 
weighed to Ephwm the silver, which be had named in tho 
audience of the sons ^ Hethi four hundred shekels of silver, 
current money with the merchant. 

17 And the field of Ephron, which was in M^pdab, which 
was bdbre Memre, the iWd, and the cave which was therein, 
aud all the trees that were in tho field, that were in all the 
borders round about, were made sure 
18 Unto Ahrahem for a possession in the presence of the 
children of fleth, before all that went in at the gate of his city. 

19 And after, this, Abraham buried Smh his wife in the 
cav# of the field of Machpelah befine bf^nire: the same is 
Hebron in tho land of tsm^ 


20 And the field, and the cave that is therein, were made 
sure \mto Abraham for a possession of a buryingplace by the 
sons of Heth. 

Reflectioits ttpon Gen. xxni. — ^When a believer dies he only dies 
to live, and his grave is a bed of rest, from which ho shall awake to 
immortality. Very lowly is the habitation of the lifolcss ashes of tho 
saints; but in the resurrection they shall bo admitted into tho palace 
of the great Xing, more glorious than the brightness of ten thousand 
suns. Abraham purchased with gold a buiyin^-place for Sarah ; but 
Jesus purchased with blood a heaven for his people. Gold can 
purchase a grave for the lifeless body, but countless millions of worlds 
could never purchase tho redemption of the soul. The interment of 
believers is accompanied with tours, but their resurrection with songs 
of praise ! 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, thou art the firing and the life-giving 
Jehovah: Before tlic mountains were brought forth, or 
ever thou badst formed the earth aud the world, even from 
everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. Thougli Abraham, 
Sarah, and the patriarchs aie no more on earth ; though our 
fathers and oui* ancestors are gone ; though the place which once 
knew them knows them no more; yet from everlasting to 
everlasting thou art God. Though we ore like tlie grass which 
groweth up; though man flourishes and grows up in the 
morning, and in tho evening is withered and cut down ; yet 
from generation to generation thou art God. Wlieii ue tliink 
I of our frailty, our mortality, and our approacliing dissolution, 
O teach us to number our days, so as to apply our hearts to 
Avisdom. O fill us Avith joy, that notwithstanding the ravages 
of death and the desolations of the grave, the Church has been 
enabled at all times to sing with triumph, Lord, thou liast been 
our dAvelling-placc in all generations 1 

Merciful God, sanctify to us the deatli of dear departed friends, 
and may AVf‘ ever cleave more clbscly to Jesus, our best friend, 
who stieketh closer than any brother. O teach us to see in 
death the evil and the power of sin ; and may we be persuaded 
and enabled to escape from an enemy which in all, ag(^s has 
spread abroad the ravages of destruction. Glory to thy name, 
O Jesus, that thou didst submit to die, to deprive deatli of its 
sting, sin of its dominion, and the grave of its victory. Glory 
to thy name, that for the sake of thy Church thou hast finislied 
transgression, and made an end of sin, and brought in au ever- 
lasting righteousness, by which thy people are now justified, and 
by which they shall he for ever glorified. O give us that 
grace of faith by which we shall lay hold on Jesiis as the 
Lord our righteoAisncss, and rejoice in the prospects of immortal 
hlosseduess . 

Wc tbimk theo, Fatter of our npiritSjfor the continued mcrcii’s 
of another night, and that wc have not been called unprepared 
to sleep the deep of death. Give us thy blessing this day j aud 
may wo experience, in our thoughts, words, and actions, tho 
salutary and sancti^g influence and impression of what wo 
have now read. 

May the death qf Sarah remind our children that they will 
and may the grave qf Machpelah remind them of that 
tomb where their bodiee will sleep till the loud sound qf the 
archangeFs trumpet shall awake and call them to the judgment- 

seat of Christ. j „ j XI 

Teach us, 0 Lord, to meditate daily on death, and on the 
inflnite importance of an interest in Christ,' wdthout which we 
never, never can be prepared tQ die. Mercifully grant that 
our death, and that of our beloved firiends aud our aged 
relatives, may be a passage from a sinfiil, miserable world, to a 
heaven of purity, love, and joy. In the morning of the resur- 
rection, may we awake, amid the songs of angels, to meet the 
Saviour in the air, and to be ever with tlie Lord Mercifiuly 
hear and accept, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Ad 



FOURTH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


JKSUS THE FOUNDATION STONE. 

Carr'a Zane, Wiltshire New. OrevUle* c. N. 

1 TIEHOLD the sure foundation stone, 

Which God in Zion lays, 

To build our heavenly hopes upon, 

And his eternal praise. 

2 Chosen of God, to sinners dear, 

And saints adore the name ; 

"Tliey trust their whole salvation hero, 

Kor shall they sufler shame. 

3 The foolish builders, scribe and priest. 

Reject it with disdain ; 

Yet on this rock the Church shall rest. 

And envy rage in vain. 

Watw, Ps. 118 . 

MATTHEW XVI. 

Christ the San of Ood. 

T he Pharisees also with the Saddu(;eea came, and tempting 
desired him that he would shew them a sign from heaven. 
2 He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye 
say, It will he fair weather : for the sky is red. 

3 And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day : for 
the sky is red and lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the 
face of the sky ; but can yc not discern the signs of tlie times ? 

4 A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign ; 
and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the 
prophet Jouas. And he left them, and departed. 

13 When Jesus (uirne into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, 
he asked liis disciples, saying, AVliom do men say that 1 the 
Son of man am ? 

14 And they said. Some say that thou art John the Baptist: 
some, Elias ; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 

15 He saith unto tliem, But whom say ye that I am ? 

I 16 And Simon Peter answered and said. Thou ai t the Christ, 

• the Son of the living God. 

I 17 And Jesus answ ered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, 

I Simon Bar-jona : for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 
I thee, but nw Father Avhich is in heaven. 

; 18 And I say also unto thee, Unit thou art Peter, and upon 

I this rock I ^vill build my church ; and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it. 

10 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven: and wdiatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall bo 
i bound in heaven : and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 
\ shall be loosed in heaven. 

, 20 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no 

; man that he was Jesus the Christ. 

I 21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his 
j disciples, how that he must go unto Jenisalem, and suffer 
, many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
; killed, and be raised again the third day. 

I 22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying. 
Be it far from thee, Lord : this shall not be unto thee. 

23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, 
Satan : thou art an offence unto me : for thou savourest not 
the things that be of God, but those that be of men. 

24 Then said Jesus unto liis disciples. If any man wSUl come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
I me. 

I 25 For w hosoever w ill save his life shall lose it : and whoso- 
I ever wiU lose his life for my sake shall find it. 

20 For 'what is a man pn^fited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul ? or what shall a man give in 
exchange for liis soul ? 

27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father 
with his angels ; and then he shall reward every man according 
to liis work^. 

4 « 


28 Verily I say unto you. There be some standing liens, 
which shall not taste od death, till they see the Son of man 
coming in his kingdom, 

RBFincTioNs iTPON Matt. xvi. — ^Mony observe and admire tbe 
phenomena of nature who never study and admire the wonders 
of grace, or adore the God of salvation. How glorious is Christ ! aU 
the excellences of prophets and apostles ore found in him, and ho is 
the boundless Fountain whence all their graces flow. The knowledge 
of Christ, love to Christ, and faith in Christ, are essential to true 
blessedness. Activity, fidelity, humility, and mercy are the greatest 
ornaments of the Gospel ministry. Our divine Surety covenanted to 
die in our stead ; and how steadiastly he looked forward to the fulfil- 
ment of his engagements ! Have we the tokens of discipleship ? Are 
we denied to our pride and self-righteousness ? Are we willing to 
follow wherever our Saviour leads r Do we believe that worlds are 
lighter than vanity, compared with the worth and salvation of the 
soul ? 

PRAYER. 

li/f'ERCIFUL Father, we desire to rejoice that thou art 
seated on a throne of grace, waiting to be gracious, ready 
to hear and answer the prayers of humble and penitent suppli- 
cants, and willing to dispense the richest blessings of our 
Saviour^s jnirchase. We thank thee that we are permitted, 
before we retire to rest, to approach this thy gracious throne. 

O Lord, thou art invisible to mortal eye, and still thou art 
omniscient, and all things are naked and open before thee. We 
adore thee as a God at hand, and as a Saviour at hand, and not 
afar off. None can hide themselves from thee, for thou fillest 
all and art in all. Thou art not unconcerned atout the persons 
or the actions of men. Thine eyes behold and thine eyelids 
try the children of men. There is no creature that is not 
manifest in tl^ sight ; all things are naked and open unto 
thine eyes) O God, with whom we have to do. 

As individuals, and as a family, we have sinned ^atly, in 
giving sinful lilierty to our thoughts, words, and actions, as if 
we were not under the observation of thine omniscient eye. O 
forgive this our sin, and may we ever live under the impression 
that we are living imder the eye of a holy and a righteous God. 
We would also confess and lament the hypocrisy which so often 
cleaves to our religious professions and observances. Lord, 
preserve us from hypocrisy, and let truth be written in our 
inward parts. If there are any hypocrites among us, in this 
our family-circle, we earnestly pray that thou wouldst give them 
unfeigned piety, that they may resemble thy servant Caleb of 
old, in following the Lord fully. Holy and blessed Saviour, 
give to all in thy presence thy good spirit; then shall we 
confess thee as Peter did ; Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God. O fill our minds with just and exalted views of 
thy person, offices, relations, character, and work. Would to 
God that each one of us could address thee in devout and 
loving accents : Whom have we in the heayens but thee ? and 
there is none in dl the earth whom we desire besides thee ! 
O teach us with thy servant to count all things but loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, that we 
may win Christ, and be found in him, not having our own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Christ, even the righteousness which is of God by 
faith. Teach us to rejoice in the security and duration of the 
kingdom of Jesus, and may all nations soon enjoy the unspeak- 
able advantages of his reign. 

Ma/te each child and dormstic in this family a subject of the 
spiritual kingdom of Christ, and an heir of the heavenly 
inheritance. 

O Jesus, animate us with the prospect of that period, when 
thou shalt come in the clouds of heaven, to be glorified in all 
thy saints. We thank thee for all the memes 6i the past day. 
May we be encompassed this evening with thy special Gaivi. 
Hear our imperfect prayers, for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 
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FOURTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY MORNING. 


A ND ] 
said 


UVINO ASOT1B TKB WOMJ). 

Al'mdel Brook Street, Serenity, o, u, 

1 ^TY soul forsakes her vain delight, 
jjiji And bids the world farewell, 

Base os* the dirt beneath my feet, 

And mischievous as hell. 

2 There’s nothing round the spacious earth 

That suits my largo desire ; 

To boundless joy and solid mirth 
My nobler thoughts aspire. Watxs, 1 0, j9. 1 1, 

GENl&SIS xYiY. ; ; : 

The Choice of Bebek^, 

I 1 \ Abraham* 8 8ervant'\ aakw .hor aui 

id, Whose daughter art thou f And she said, Thi 


daughter of Bethuel, Nahor^s son, whom Milcah bare unto, 
him : and I put the earring upOn her fiEfcoe, aUd the bra^lets 
upon her hands. 

48 And 1 bowed down my head^ and worshipped the 
Lord, and blessed the Lord God of my master Abraliam, 
whicli had led me in the right way to take my master's 
brother’s daughter unto his son. 

49 And now if ye will deal kindly and truly with my 
master, tell me : and if not, tell me ; mat I turn to the 
right hand, or to the left. 

50 Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said. The ' 

thing proceedeth from the^fjoap: we. ^cannot speak KntO: 
thee bad or good. ? ; V , • ; 

51 Behold, Rebekah and go, and 

let her be thy master's son^ spoken. 

52 And it came to 

heard their words, he wcMwdg]^ the ^Lpimr 

to the earth. ^ ^ : v - 1 ; 

58 And the servant uUyer,fanjd ' 

jewels of gold, and raimeEt| 4 t^ gave he 

gave also to her brother and ^ to ^er xhotlic^ preqious ^ings. 

54 And they did eat>alkd. d^^^be;and .tne men that .Kferi? 

with him, and tarried ,,ipid t^^ rose up . in the 

morning, and he said, my mai^^er.- 

55 And her brother 

abide with us a few dAys>*iAf^ 

shall go. ' , V*, . 

56 And he said unto 

Lord hath prospered my urayj that; ! may^gp ; 
to my master. , ' ■ 'r -• r -jl'r v, ! 

57 And they said, 

her mouth. t x:t '• sr'fT' * 4 "' 

58 And they called; Rbbdkah, an^ I smd . 

thou go with this maxb? » A ^4 »h© l^id, I* wiH jU*:? ‘ ‘ ^ 

59 And they sent away. uer • 

nurse, and Abraham's.ser?im:^jraiBd^^ h^^ v A v>^*^ T ' ; * ^ 

60 And they blessdd Bel^kfdi, apd -ciaid 

art our sister, be thou the ffttifMer ol^Akoiuwndfi ^ 

and let thy seed possess Ihe gate nf those whic^ hate^^ < i 

61 f And Rebekah ait»se, gnd her daJmsdbx Siid^^^ rode ; 

upon the camels, and foUoyp^ the mau: and, the jiOry^ 
took Rebekah, and went' hp way. . * ' / \ 

62 And Isaac came lee way of : Labai^x^i)^ | 

for he dwelt in the sout^^oountry. j 

63 And Isaac went rout to meditate m . the field at the . 

eventide: and he lif^^?^his, eyes, aud^aatr, iM:id/‘ behold 
the camels coming.- / *: ' * ^ ^ ' 

64 And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw 
Isaac, she lighted off the camel. 

65 For she had said unto the servant, What man is this 
that walketh in the field to meet us ? And the servant had 
said. It is my master : therefore she took a vail, and covered 
herself. 

66 And the servant told Isaac all things that he had done. 


67 And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent, 
and took Rebekah, and she became his vrife ; and he loved 
her : and Isaac was comforted after his mother's death. 


Rrflbctioxs upon Gen. xxiv. — Pious old age resembles a sky 
serene, peaceful, and glorious. Holy masters cousider holy servontB 
a richer treasure than abundance of silver and gold. Godly parents 
are more concerned that their children, in future life, should be 
allied ^ the good and gracious, than to the gi’out and mighty. To 
have'pioas l^dr^ ia ,nipm honourable than to belong to a line of 
noblps or wripces. We s^uld never enter into important engage- 
ments, without earnest \ prayer to our God in Chnst, that we may 
be prepared' to meet and surmount every obstacle in our way, 
rejoicing ,that there is no diMoulty ho cannot remove, and that no 
'Obstacle (^/]pmvent the accomplishment of his purpose. Let us 
rej6ioe,v^a<^.God‘h§s the human will under his control, and will 
guide it Tor the fulfilment of his own designs. Blessed are they 
whb rvbw to thb Xbnd and who ney^irjgo hack ! When we enter 
into sacred eugsgeUMtEtB,^ we . Bhouldc^l^^^ to God, who ulono is 
able to crown. ^m^effiMs with, gracious the con- 

descension of God, ih.sBowing his; people holy familiarity in prayer, 
and in asking tokens pf his favofir and aeoeptanco ! 


PRAYER. 


praising thee >M of thy 

prehi5us> prOtfiisS^ ns to liopc. I n 

aU ages thy pi^p^,|[ii^ Te^TowM 

'(li^acmMidy cbtlylnderpl^ confide in 

thee, Vb slsll /fihdv^lial^3^^ his 

'che^(|d^r^'!U&4:^ thbu; gracious 

for eveS; ;tS)i Lord ; that thy heaven, and 

thy faitMSK^M 

' Wp confess, O Lord, ihSt we haW grdat - reiisbn to mouru 
otre!^ ^QW^nbfilief by rtSAMs&ig pjU^vto confide in 

fWort*, a'nd ' inV ;^hy W ord in 

cMculatod to /itopapt./ unbelief— 

thercifully dOktiby dur tibeUef.^ with the 

disciples : Lord, we^ heliOVfeV hblp 

H^ly Spirit, blStis td ^ the faithful 

eexi^ant. Like tiihi |aay we pbSitfM prayer, the 

graoO^ahd' the spirH him, 

com as Our 

^pv^iSht 9^d; Like him, may; we^lpifide^-ip God, as a 

O may we 

ei™ seek 

mie coiiiittffimnbe lb% help. 

^ ^ liord^ »^liile we thee for-’ ^Vtl^|*^lation8, for 

./Valuable cdim^tiohs,, we we may 

;he^er any ^^hrthljr connek^tidn the friend 

;wlro sticketh dc^ than a brother. . ; 
i^:p’rttiia the^ of^our ‘^ar;'eidldrm^a^ servants, 

^hwe this tiorld ; and ndw journey to the 

i^avenly Idngd ^ — a red, 

' We pray that all bOr tSieiidV^fi^rdlktiOnijy^^ 

.such of them as Si*e ajgsJfi Pr^alflSi^^d pr ^^^ may be com- 

h^ypp. - Evermore give 
io. us livelyJikh iu thoSe.promi|fes wbich'ihsfiie^the blessed- 
li&is'^ hearph; We i^oice tlfit thou dost -^^^Harly bless 
J^hdiie who by vigorons faith gldry thy 

truth;' May we live by the fifth of all our 

days, and ever experience the consolatory truth of that 
saying, We walk by faith and not by sight. 

Accept of our praises for the mercies of the past night— 
for our sleep, our repose, and our j^rotection. 0 give us thy 
blessing and thy countenance this day in all our duties, 
whether spiritual or secular. Mercifully forgive our sins, and 
hear our prayers, for our dear Redeemer's sake. Amen. 

n to 


FOURTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING, 


LIVING NEAJl GOD. 

JCemtey, Admiraii<m, China, i, n, 

1 T^HEN at a distance, Lord, we trace 

The various gloriea of thy face, 

What transport pours o’er all our breast. 

And charms our cares and woes to rest ! 

2 With thee in the obscurest cell 

On some bleak mountain would 1 dwell. 

Bather than pompous courts behold. 

And sliare their grandeur and their gold. 

n— D** DoDDRIDOB. 

MATTHEW XVII. 

TnmtAguratum, 


A ND after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his 
brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain 
apart, 

2 And was transfigured before them : and his face did shine 
as the Bim, and his raiment was white as the light. 

8 And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias 
talking with him. 

4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good 
for us to be here : if thou wilt, let us make here three taber- 
nacles ; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 

5 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them : and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said. This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased ; hear ye him. 

6 And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, 
and were sore afraid. 

7 And Jesus came and touched them, and said. Arise, and 
be not a&aid. 

8 And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no 
man, save Jesus only. 

9 And as they came down fiom the mountain, Jesus charged 
them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man 
be risen again from the dead. 

10* And his disciples asked him, saying. Why then say the 
scribes that Elias must first come ? 

11 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly 
shall first come, and restore all things. 

12 But 1 say imto you. That Elias is come already, and they 
knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. 
Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. 

18 Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them 
of John the Baptist. 

14 And when they were come to the multitude, there came 
to him a certain man, kneeling down to him, and saying, 

15 Lord, have mercy on my son : for he is lunatic)^ and 
sore vexed : for oft-times he faUeth into the fire, and oft into 
the water. 

16 And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not 
cure him. 

17 Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse 
generation, how long shall I be with you ? how long shall I 
suffer you ? bring him hither to me. 

18 And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of 
him : and the child was ciped firom that very hour. 

19 Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why 
could not we cast him out? 

20 And Jesus said unto them. Because of your unbelief : fior 
vmly I say unto you, K ye have faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, ye shall say unto thu mountain, Remove hence to yonder 
place ; and it shall remove ; and nothing shall be impossible 

unto you. .n.n an -- ^n 

Bbvlections ttpon Matt. xvn. — ^Meditating on the troniflguration 
of Jesus we would say with Moses, Lord, show us Ihy glory! 
Eternally blessed they who shall see his glory unveiled upon the 
e^Trlasting hills of the celestial Canaan ! Jesus admits his people to 
the most endearing fellowship with himself, and gives mem his 
60 


secret. Christ’s presence and smiles make the closet and the sano« 
tuary a little heaven of of triumph, and of praise. How incon-* 
ceivable the love of the father to the Son, who lay in his bosom 
befbre the momii^-stm sang together I Hm we are not fitted for 
beholding the bri^t displays of Christ’s glory, but in heaven we 
shall be able to behold God face to £^. Jesus is the true comforter, 
who oan dis^l every cloud, and banish every fear. Ministers should 
select Buitame seasons for ^spensing divine truths ; then th^ will 
bo words fitly spoken. How delightful that we find in the histories 
in the New Testament a literal fUfilment of the prediotions of the 
Old 1 Virulent, deep, and durable is* the enmity of sinners against 
Christ, his ministers, and his Go me l. 0 when will the wick^ess 
of the wicked come to an end ! What ravages sin has spread among 
tho children of men ! and with what alarmmg power it nas invested 
the prince of the power of the air! Blessed are they who toko 
themselves and their graceless relations to Christ ; he can and he 
will destroy the despotuon of Satan, and give them a glorious liberty, 
of which they shall never be deprived. What a kind reprover, wise 
counsellor, and endearing comforter is Jesus ! 

PRAYER. 

^UR Father who art in heaven, we bow before thy saored 
^ presence, in the name of our exalted Redeemer. We 
acknowledge that thou art infinitely worthy to be loved, 
praised, and adored. Who can conceive the splendour of that 
light with which thou art surrounded ? for thou dwellest in 
light which no mortal eye hath approached or can approach I 
O Jesus, may we dwell for ever with thyself, to behold thy 
glorious light, and to enjoy thy glorious love. 

In thine infinite goomess, O Lord, thou didst at our 
creation illuminate our min^ with the brightest rays of 
wisdom and knowledge. Thou Sun of uncreated light, in thy 
great goodness thou didst cause the firmament of our soul to 
shine with glorious rays of unclouded intelligence. But we 
would confess with grief and shame, that b^ the fall of Adam, 
our covenant head, the darkest clouds of ignorance and folly 
have overspread the firmament of our soul. Teach us to 
lament that the clear sunshine of a spiritual and intellectual 
day, which once shone within us, is now exchanged for the 
gloomy darkness of spiritual night. 

O enable us to rejoice with joy unspeakable, that in thy 
mercy and wisdom thou hast contrived a plan by which the 
dark night of spiritual ignorance and death may be changed 
into a day of spiritual glory, purity, and joy. Give us thy 
grace, that we may admire and adore for ever and over the 
tender mercy of our God, whereby the day-spring from on 
high hath visited us ; to give light to them that sit in dark- 
ness, and in the region and shadow of death; and to guide 
our feet in the way of peace ; to give us the knowledge of 
salvation by the remission of sins. 

Holy and gracious Spirit, mereifrdly impress on our weak 
and darkened minds what we have now read of the glory of 
Christ. O Jesus, thou art the brightness of the Father’s 
glory; merciftilly show us thy glory I Thou art the cluefest 
among ten thousand, and altogether lovely : graciously come 
and reign upon the throne of our heart. 

. 0 Jews, let the hearts of our children be captivated with 
thy glory in the days qf their youth, and while the evil days 
come not, and the years draw nigh in which they can hme no 
pleasure. 

We thank thee, O God, tor the renewed mercies of the d^, 
for preserving us from evil, and for continuing with ue the 
neoessaries and the comforts of life. 

Fulfil in our experience that promise this night< The Lord k 
thy keeper; the Ixjsd k thy shade on thy right-hand. He shall 
preserve thee from all evil; he will pree^ethyeoiiL Teeahus 
to consider sLsq^ as an emblem of mth ; and in the p ros p e e t 
of our change may we fiee to Jesus, the conqueror of^death. 
For hk sake, accept our evening sac^oe* Amen, and amen. 


FOURTH WEBK.— THURSDAY MORNING. 


QOD’t OAAOB. 

W i rt t wi . <kai* 

1 riREAT God, ’tii from thy toToreigii gmb 
^ That aU my UoesiiigB flow; 

Whate’w I am, or do posBeM> 

I to thy meroy owe. 

S ’T is this my poweifril lusts controls. 

And pardons all mr sin ; 

Spreads lifb and oommrt throu^ my soul. 

And makes my nature clean. 

fl ’T is this upholds me whilst 1 live, 

Supports me when I die ; 

And hence, ten thousand saints receive 
Their all, as well as 1. 

__ Bsddome. 

GENESIS XXVI. 

J§(Mo and Abinuieeh. 

A ND there waa a famine in the land, beside the first famine 
that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went unto 
Abimeleoh king of the Philistines unto*Gerar. 

2 And the Lord apj^ared unto him, and said, Go not down 
into Egjppt ; dwell in me land which I shall tell thee of : 

3 Smoum in this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless 
thee ; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all these 
countries, and I will perform the oath which I sware unto 
Abraham thy father; 

4 And I make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, 

and will give unto thy seed all these countries ; and in thy seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed ; 

6 Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my 
charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws. 

. 6 And Isaac dwelt in Gerar : 

7 And the men of the place asked him of his wife ; and he 
said, She is mv sister; for he feared to say. She is my vrife; 
lest, said he, the men of the place should kiU me for Rebekah ; 
because she was fair to look upon. 

8 And it came to pass, when he had been there a long time, 
that Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out at a window, 
and saw, and, behold, Isaac was sporting with Rebekah his wife, 

9 And Abimelech called Isaac, and said. Behold, of a surety 
she is thy wife : and how saidst thou, She is my sister ? And 
Isaac said unto him. Because I said. Lest I die for her. 

11 And Abimelech chai^ged all his ^ple, saying, He that 
toucheth this man or his wife shall surdy be put to death. 

12 Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same 
year an hundredfold ; and the Lord blessed him : 

13 And the man waxed great, and went forward, and grew 
until he became very great : 

14 For he had possession of flocks, and possession of herds, 
and great store of servants : and the Philistines envied him. 

16 For all the wells which his father’s servants had digged 
in the days of Abraham his father, the Philistines had stopped 
them, and filled them with earth. 

16 And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Go from us; for thou 
art much mightier than we. 

17 And Isaac departed thence, and pitched his tent in the 
valley of Gerar, and dwelt there. 

23 And he went up from thence to Beer-sheba. 

24 And the Lord appeared unto him the same night, and 
said, I am the God of Abraham thy &ther : fear not, mr I am 
with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply the se^ for my 
servant Abraham^s sake. 

HarLsonoiTB vtoik GhBir.xxvi.---Faiiiine of bread is a great calamity, 
but in no re spe c t so dreadful as a franine of the Vord God . Thore 
can be no safety except in fetlowing Ghrisf s oounsels. In every 
rirotiiiuriBtice in life, my we never feU to sedi and to fellow the 
iirootionof bis wisdom wad mercy. Aaimathig proq»eot! when tiie 


saints shall be oountlem os the stars, and whon spiritual Israel shaH 
overspread the earth,-— when it shall not bo one of a city, but when 
one shall become a thaueand/ 0 how profltable is God’s service, and 
bow spiritually rich am God’s servants ! — ^Look to Abraham and to 
Isaac. In how many instances has beauty of countenance proved a 
snare, disturbed the peace of families, and even placed life itself in 
the greatest jeopardy! Let our beauty bo that of imperishable grace ! 
Let us bowore of unhallowed, tmbelieving fears, and in all cam 
confidently and implicitly commit ourselves and our cause to the 
keeping and the management of Christ. How safe the state of the 
saints ! Jesus keeps them as the apple of his eye. Temporal pros- 
perity is from God, and though erjoyed with God’s blessing, it 
exposes the g^ious possessor to the envy of the wicked, who seek 
their uortion in this hfe. It is dangerous to live in the vicinity of 
worldly, ambitious men; and, whon we possibly can, we should 
withdraw from tlio presence of their carnal example, and from the 
roach of their malevolent envy. If I have God’s fellowship and 
promise, I have all : what can I want beside ? 

PRAYER. 

XT OLY and divine Spirit, breathe upon us tliino influences, 
A A tjjat we may now approach the mercy-scat in the all- 
prevailing name of Jesus, and adore our God and Father in 
Christ in all the goodness ol his character and perfections. O 
Lord, thou art good to all ; for thou makest thy suli to rise 
upon the evil and the good, and sendest the refreshing rain of 
thy clouds on the just and on the unjust. Thou givest to all 
life and breath and all things. 

O may a view of thy goo^css humble us under a deep sense 
of our sinfulness. By thy holiness may we see the hatcfiilness 
of our own corruption : and in thy goodness may we see the 
loathsomeness of our own enmity. O thou pardoning God, to 
whom can wo look for pardon but to thee? O pardon us 
through the merit of our Saviour’s blood, and sanctify us by 
the influences of Jesus’ Spirit. 

We now present the tribute of our praise, that thou hast 
fulfilled in our experience thy gracious promise, during the past 
night : thou hast been our keeper, thou hast been our shade 
upon our right-hand. Wc still depend upon thee, and suppli- 
cate thy direction^ presence, and blessing, this dav. Let no 
snare entangle us, let no enemy conquer us, let no temptation 
befall us. 

Mercifully impress upon our memory, our jud^ent, and our 
heart, what we have now read from the oracles of eternal truth. 

We thank thee, that while thou didst deliver promises to 
Isaac, thou hast also given to us promises exceeding great and 
precious. Since thy beloved servant of old was tried by per- 
plexities which disturbed las peace, aufier us not to be surprised 
or cast down that we are not exempted. Give us faith in thy 
promise, and implicit confidence in thy Son ; then wc shall be 
prepared for every vicissitude, and for every approaching storm. 
O make thy covenant with us, as thou didst with Isaac ; and 
incline our heart to make a covenant with thee, even an ever- 
lasting covenant, which is well ordered in all things and sure. 
May we say of thy covenant what David said : It is all our 
salvation and all our desire. 

0 take the children of ur family, and make thy covenant 
with them. We now earnestly commend them to thy care, and 
plead that thou wouldst bestow upon them the richest blessings 
of the covenant of grace. 

Blessed Jesus, mercifully grant that the wells which Isaac 
digged may remind ns of tnee, the fountain opened for sin and 
undearmess. Lead us to thee, our divine fountain, that the 
stain and guilt of all our midtiplied trimsgressions may be 
washed away. We praise thee that the tidings hare reached bur 
ears of the fountain fiUed with blood drawn from Immanuel’s 
veins. May the tidings reach our heai^. O forgive our sins imd 
bewr our prayers, for lesos’ sake ; who is worthy, with the Father 
and Holy Spirit, to receive glory and praise, for ever. Amen, i 
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FOURTH WEEK.— THURSDAY EVENING. 


CHK18TIAN UNITr 
MargaJtc, Matikiat, ShirUmd, 
k T ET party names no more 

The Christian world o’orspread ; 

Gentile and Jew, and bond and free, 

Arc one in Christ their head. 

2 Among the saints on earth 
Lot mutual love bo found ; 

Heirs of the same inheritance. 

With mutual blessings crowned. 

3 Lot envy, child of hell ! 
lie banished far away ; 

Those should in strictest friendship dwcU 
AMio the same Lord obey. 

Fletcher’s Collect. 23 . 

MATTHEW XVIII. 

Humility. 

A t the same time came the diseiplcs unto Jesus^ saying, 
Wlio is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven ? 

2 And Jesus cdlcd a little child unto him, and set him in 
the midst of them. 

3 And said. Verily I say unto you. Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the king- 
dom of heaven. 

4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little 
child, the same is greatest in tlie kingdom of heaven. 

5 And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name 
receiveth me. 

6 But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe 
in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about 
his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 

7 Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must 
needs be that offences come ; but woe to that man by whom 
the offence cometh ! 

8 Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them 
off, and cast them from thee : it is better for thee to enter into 
life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet 
to be cast into everlasting fire. 

9 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from 
thee : it is better for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather 
than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire. 

10 Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; 
for I say unto you. That in heaven their angels do always 
behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 

11 For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost. 
12 How think ye ? if a man have an himdred sheep, and one 
of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninty and nine, and 
goeth into the mountains, and se^eketh that which is gone astray? 

13 And i£ so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he 
rqoiceth more of that s^ieep, than of the ninety and nine which 
went not astray. 

14 Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in 
heaven, that one of these little ones should perish. 

15 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and 
tell him his fault between thee and him alone : if he shall hear 
thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 

16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or 
two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every 
word may be established. 

17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the 
church : but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto 
thee as an heathen man and a publican. 

18 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven ; and whatsoever ye shall loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

19 Again I say imto you, That if two of you shall agree on 
earth as toudiing any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done 
for them of my Father which is in heaven 
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HsFLEOTioifs UPON Hatt. xthi. — To have a place in Christ’s Churc 1; 
and kingdom is the highest honour and the greatest blessedness. The 
peculiarities of UttU children fiimish a most profitable lesson, even to 
the most a^ and experienced saints. May we resemble them in 
their humility, their submission, obedience, gentleness, affection, 
confidence in their parents, docility, and contempt of the world. 
Josus sensibly feels the injuries done to the least of his children, and 
considers acts of kindness shown to them as shown to himself. Alas ! 
what firebrands of discord, strife, and offence, sin has scattered 
among the family of man ! Prince of ixjocc, sway thy sceptre over 
the nations of the earth. How degraded, and worse than brutal, is 
tho slave of bodily appetites and sensual lusts ! Sad spectacle ! — 
human reason and intellect degraded and subdued by fleshly passions. 
May none of us be carried away by tho delusion of drinking the cup 
of carnal pleasure, to expose ourselves to the miseries of hell. What 
an errand of mercy I — Christ came from heaven to save lost souls. 
0 his assiduity in seeking them, and his joy in finding them I May 
it be our honour to resemble Josus in pitymg souls, and may we bo 
wise in winning them ! We require much grace to guide us in our 
conduct with offending brethren, in bearing with them, forgiving 
them, but more especicdly in diligently attempting to reclaim them. 
Jesus has given great power to beneving prayer ; and is never absent 
when Christians meet in holy fellowship. 

PRAYErT 

O THOU Hearer of Prayer, who sittest between the cherubim, 
who listenest to the songs of angels and to the prayers of 
saints, most deeply impress onr hearts with a sense of the glory 
of thy wisdom, majesty, and grace, when we approach thy 
tlirone. When we think of thy plans of creation, providence, 
and redemption, we would say, in the words of a holy and 
inspired apostle, O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God 1 how imseorchable are his judgments, 
and his ways past finding out ! 

We unite as a family in thanking thee our God for the 
continued instances of thy paternal goodness during the past 
day, for the food which has nourished us, the water which has 
refreshed ns, and for the kind providential hand which has 
led us, and comforted and defended us. Graciously bless us 
w ith sleep and rest this night ; and O grant spiritual strength 
and consolation to those who maybe visited on their beds \Mth 
strong pain. Lord Jesus, have mercy upon them. 

Wc thank our God for the gracious words of our blessed 
Savioui’ wc have now been priv^eged to read. Ever may we 
be enabled to believe and enjoy thy words, most merciful Jesus, - 
as silver tried in a furnace seven times, as more valuable than 
the treasures of princes, as more precious than the finest gold, 
as sweeter than honey, yea, even than the honeycomb. 

Holy Spirit, deliver us from carnal ambition, and from the 
sinftil love of worldly honour, power, or wealth.* O let our 
ambition rise to heavenly treasures and spiritual blessings. 
Teach us the divine and blessed lesson of seeking now, and 
before everything else, the kingdom of Christ and his righteous- 
ness. O enable us to humble ourselves as littld children. As thou 
hast graciously held them up, O Jesus, for our imitation, may we 
resemble them in contempt of the world, in tender affection, and 
in a forgiving spirit. As they uniformly place implicit confidence 
in their earthly parents, may we habitually place implicit con- 
fidence in our God and Saviour. Are there any among us in 
an unconverted state, or indifferent and unconoemed about the 
redemption of their soul ? Most mcrciftiUy arouse them out of 
their slumbers, destroy their spiritual apathy, open their blinded 
eyes, and say to them with the energy of almighty and irresistibla 
grace. Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead I 
Mercifully enrol the children and domestics of our family 
among the number of them who love thee* 

May our prayers be answered, and our multiplied trails* 
gressions forgiven, for tho sake of Jesus ; to whom, with the 
Father and Holy Spint, be ascribed the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory, for ever. Amen. 


FOURTH WEEK.— FRIDAY MORNING. 


BTESSINO HUMBLY SOUGHT. 

Humility, Cookhtm* r. m. 

1 "I ORD, we come before thee now, 

At thy feet wo humbly bow ; 

O ! do not our suit disdain ; 

Shall wo sock thee, Lord, in vain ? 

2 In thy own appointed way, 

Now we seek thee, here we stay ; 

Lord, from hence we would not go, 

Till a blessing thou bestow. 

3 Send some message firom thy word, 

That may joy and peace afford ; 

Let thy spirit now impart 

Full sdvatiou to each heart. 

Hammu^vo. 

GENESIS XXVII. 

Jacob ohtaininy the Blessing. 

A nd it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes 
were dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau his 
eldest sou, and said unto him, My son : and lie said unto him. 
Behold, here am I. 

2 And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day 
of my death : 

3 Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver 
and thy bow, and go out to the field, and take me some venison; 

4 And make me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it to 
me, that I may eat; that my soul may bl(‘ss thee before 1 die. 

5 And Rcbekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau his son. 
And Esau went to the field to hunt for venison, a7id to bring it. 

6 And Rcbekah spake imto Jacob her son, saying, Behold, 
I heanl thy father speak unto Esau thy brother, saying, 

7 Bring me venison, and make me savouiy meat, that I 
may eat, and bless thee before thcj Loud before my death. 

8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that 
which I command thee. 

9 Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two good 
kids of the goats ; and I mU make them savoury meat for thy 
father, such as he loveth : 

10 And thou shaft bring it thy father, that he may eat, and 
that he may bless thee before his death. 

18 And he came unto his father, and said. My father: and 
he said. Here am 1 ; who art thou, my son V 

24 And he said. Art thou my veiy son Esau ? And he said, 
T am. 

2G And his father Isaac said unto him, Come near now, 
and kiss me, my son. 

27 And he came near, and kissed him ; and he smelled the 
smell of his raiment, and blessed him, and said, See, the smell 
of ray son is as the smell of a field which the Loud hath 
blessed : 

28 Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the 
fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and Avinc : 

29 Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee ; be 
lord over thy bretliren, and let thy mother^s sons bow dowm to 
thee : cursed be every one that curseth thee, and blessed be he 
that blesseth thee. 

liEfXKCXiOKs UPON Gkn. XXVII. — What a contrast I the infirmities 
of aged saints on eatth, and their unfading beauty and perfection in 
heaven. When wo must die is wisely concealed ; hew wo may die is 
merciftiUy revealed. Children should embrace every opportunity of 
showing kindness to their parents, more especially when they are 
labouring under the inflrmitioB of years, and drawing near to tho 
tomb. Great is tho sovereignty, power, and wisdom of God dis- 
played in over-ruling circumstances trifling, or even sinfhl, for 
acoomplishmeut of his own purposes. Good ends can never sanction 
rinful means, avo should therefore pray for and exercise that wisdom 
which invariably employs good moans for obtaining good and lawful 
ends. There is no oqjeet more dear to the heart of a pious pomnt 


than the salvation of his childx'on, and more ospocially Avhen 
he is drawing near his heavenly home, reculimiy blessed nro 
those parents who can say, before they depart, “Our sons and 
daughters are bom again.” How distressing to see the young and 
hopeful Jacob, fulling into temptation, deceiving an aged father, 
and taking advantage of his infij^ties ! May God preserve us from 
tho snares of falsehood, and from lying lips! How lovely is tlio 
tender affection which warms a pai’ont^s heart ; and what a blessing, 
when parents employ it as a stimulus to pray for tho salvation of 
their offspring. How precious is tho dew of lieavon descending 
upon tho tender herb ; but infinitely more precious tho dew of tho 
Spirit’s influences descending upon the heiwt, and changing it into a 
garden of gracious fruitfulness and beauty. 

PRAYER. 

0 LOR1) our God, thou art infiuitcly wortliy to be feared 
and to be held in reverence in all the asscniblics of thy 
people. Holy Spirit, Ave would now lift up to thee the eyes of 
onr souls, and pray that thou Avouldst breathe upon us thine 
animating and reviving influences, that we may draw near the 
throne of grace in Jt^sus’ name, with humility, reverence, and 
faith. O Lord, thou art a God of truth; true to thyself, to 
thy purposes of mercy and grace, to thy jxromiscs, and to thy 
people. Thon art not a man that thon shouldst lie, nor the 
son of man that thou shouldst rc‘p(mt. Tliou hast said, and 
shalt thou not do it ? Thou hast said, and shall thou not 
make it good ? 

liord, accept of our thanksgivings for the mercies of the past 
night. We thank thee that our lives ai*e jux'served, while othci*s 
have slept the slec^p of death. We thank thee for refreshing 
rest upon our beds, while 011101*8 have been tried and alllictcd 
witli agonizing pain. Give ns thy Holy Spirit, that wc may 
be diligent, conscientious, and cheerful, in all the duties of 
this day. Ever may it be our meat and oiu* diiuk to do the 
will of our Father who is in heaven. 

We supplicate thy blessing on Avhat wc have noAv read. 
Make ns to understand the Avay of thy prc'cepts ; then shall 
Ave talk of thy wonderful works. Bless to us the alfecting 
account of the infirmities of the old age of thy servant Isaac. 
Enable such of ourselves, or of our relative's, wlio fi'cl similar 
infinnities, to look upon them as the harbingers of death, and 
as sent to warn us that the earthly house of this tabeniaclc 
shall soon fall down, and onr disembodied souls appear before 
tlic tribunal of the Judge of all. Blessed Jesus, clotlie us 
Avitli tby riglitcousness, imd adorn us witli the renovating 
graces of tliy spirit ; then shall wc hail the arrival of that 
joyfiil day, and exclaim, liven so, come, Lord Jesus I 

We desire to mourn over the spiritual dimness of the eyes of 
our understanding. M(?rcifully remov('. from us the mists of 
ignorance, error, and unbelief. As thy commandment is pure, 
enlightening the eyes, may thy Holy Spirit apply to our minds 
the Word of life ; then the eyes of our undcrsUuiding shall bo 
opened to see, and our hearts be led to admire, thy gloiy shining 
in the person and rightcoiLsncss of tliy w ell-beloved Son. 

O sanctify to us the affecting historv of the temptation of 
deceit and falsehood, into which Rcbekah and J acob fell. Sufler 
us not, wc beseech thee, to dishonour onr profession and grieve 
the Spirit by falling into temptation. Hold up our goings, for 
we cannot stand one mom(mt in our own strength. 

Preserve our dear children from tying lips. O impress 
this truth upon their hearts : All liars shall have their pmHion 
in the lake that bums with fire and brimstofie. 

Blessed God, may all of us iiossess the adoption of sons, 
living to thy glory, honouring thy name, obeying thy laws, 
and believing thy promises. May the blessing of Jacob rest 
upon us all, and may God give tis of the dew of heaven, and 
satisfy our souls as with marrow and fatness. Hear our 
supplications, for Jesus" sake. And may the grace of tlie 
Lord Jesus Christ be with us all. Amen. 
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FOURTH WEEK.— FRIDAY EVENING. 


TARDOKIKO LOVS. 

Onriw. Hi$kimry Oolkg€* Carolina. c. m. 

1 IJOW ofb, alas! this wretched heart 
“ Has wandered from the Lord ; 

How oft my rovi^ thoughts depart, 

Forgetfhi of his word! 

2 Yet sovereign mercy calls, Return : 

Dear Loi^, and may 1 come ? 

My vile inmtitude I mourn, 

0 take the wanderer home. 

3 And canst thou, wilt thou yet forgive, 

And bid my crimes remove } 

And shall a pardoned rebel live 

To speak thy wondrous love ? 

4 Almighty grace, thy healing power 

How glorious, how divine ! 

That can to life and bliss restore 

So vile a heart as mine. 

Stkelb. 

: MATTHEW XVIII. 

I Forgiveneas, 

rpHEN came Peter to him, and aaid, Lord, how oft shall 
^ my brother sin against me, and I forgive him ? till seven 
times V 

22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee. Until seven 
: times : but. Until seventy times seven. 

I 23 Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a 
i certain king, which would take account of his servants. 

I 24 And when he liad begun to reckon, one was brought 
■ unto liim, which owed him ten thousand talents. 

25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded 
him to be sold, and his Avife, and child^n, and all that he had, 
and payment to be made. 

26 The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, 
saying. Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 

27 Then the Lord of that servant was moved with com- 
passion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. 

28 But the same seiwant went out, and found one of his 
fellowservants, which owed him an hundred pence: and he 

I laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying. Pay 
I me that thou owest. 

29 And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besouglit 
liim, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pa^ thee all. 

30 And he would not : but went and cast him mto prison, 
till he should pay the debt. 

31 So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they 
were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that 
was done. 

32 Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto 
him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, 
because thou desiredst me : 

33 Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy 
fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee ? 

34 And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the 
I tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him. 

j 35 So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, 
if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their 
trespasses. 

RiorLBCTioNs UPON Matt. xvm. — Jesus is the Wonderful, the 
Counsellor, whom we may consult in all circumstances, and to whose 
wisdom we may have access at aU times. If man’s counsels arc 
often characterised ^ severity, Christ’s are always by mercy. A 
forgiving ^irit is a rich inheritance, and rejoices in the ready pardon 
even of the reputed offences of offenders, when they discover marks 
of humble penitence. God as a generous Creator has invested us 
with many talents, and as a gracious Qod with spiritual pri^eges 
of tho most exnlt.^ order. It is wise to be impressed with the 
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conviction that we ore constantly under the eye of his observation, 
and that there is a day approsoning when we must account for the 
employment of the rich taWts of God’s bounty. XJnd^ convictions, 
sinners sometimes cry for mercy, who soon show by their selfishness, 
injustice, and cruelty, that their alarming frars are like the mbming- 
oloud and early dew, that passeth away. Let us war conatandy 
ag^st a spirit of selfishness, which hsudens the heart and extin- 
guishes all feelings of generosity, tenderness, and compassion. What 
a contrast 1 — God’s mercy and man’s cruelty! God’s conduct to men, 
and men’s conduct to each other I the love of the Creator, and the 
virulent, relentiess enmity of man the creature ! Let the proud, the 
cruel, and the unjust remember, that the day will arrive when their 
haughtiness shall bo brought low, and when, if mercy prevent not, 
they must stand. as terrified criminals before the judgment-seat of 
Oluist. Holy Spirit, prepare us for that solemn day ! 

PRAYER. 

O UR Father who art in heaven, we acknowledge thy xn&rcy 
and grace in preserving us through another day, and in 
permitting us to ^w near to thee as thy ehildren, to suppli- 
cate the undeserved blessings of thy goodness. When we 
think of our long-continued and highly aggravated transgi^ 
sions, and that we arc still on praying ground, and listening 
to the sweet accents of the trumpet of salvation, we have 
abundant reason to acknowledge that thou art slow to 
and plenteous in mercy. We acknowledge that in all our aflfic- 
tions thy chastisements are mild and thy rod light, compared 
with our aggravated offences. Thou imt not alwi^s chide, 
neither wilt thou keep thine anger for ever. O fulfil in our 
experience that promise, As the heaven is high above the 
earth, so great is thy mercy to them that fear thee. And as 
far as the east is from the west, so do thou remove our 
transgressiqns from us. 

Holy and gracious Spirit, bless the divine lessons we have 
now read, that we may not only approve of them with our 
Judgments, but feel them with our hearts. Bestow upon us a 
forgiving spirit, and teach us readily to forgive those who have 
offended us. We have offended thee infinitely more than 
fellow-creatures have ever offended us; and convince us, 
therefore, that it is vain to expect that thou wilt forgive us 
the greater offences we have committed against thee, if we 
refiise to forgive men the lesser offence^ which they have 
committed against us. O Lord, we would now mourn with 
shame and humility over those unhallowed and revengeful 
passions which have actually led us to wish the judgments of 
heaven to fall upon the heads of our enemies. ]^t such 
passions be expelled from our bosoms; and whwe revenge 
prevailed, let mercy and meekness reign. Bless to us the 
parable we have now read of the cruel servant who was sent 
to the tormentors as a just punishment of his malicious and 
implacable spirit : mid may our eyes be open to see the dread- 
ful doom which awaits those who die impenitent, in the indul- 
gence of the proud, malignant passions of the soul. May all 
of us ever breathe the divine spirit of our holy Gospel, in not 
only loving our friends, but loving our enemies ; in not on^ 
showing grateful affection to those who pour upon our heau 
the oil of kindness, but also in blessing those wno despitefnlly 
use us and persecute us. 

Mercifully instruct our children in lessons qf repentance, 
mercy, and love. Convince them that, though they are young, 
they have offended thee, and deserve to be shut outflrom heaven* 
We thank thee for the mercies we have teceived this dajr. 
as a family and as individuals. We praise thee for temporsl 
mercies, but more especially for spirit^ bleBsin|ra. Give vm, 
in th;^ kindness, the sleep m thy Moved this night, and in 
morning may we awake to praise thee. 0 hear us and taema 
us, tor Jesus’ sake. We would ascribe to the Fsther^JS^ 
and Spirit, dominion and power, for ever and ever. Amen# 


9HB VAEBWILL. 

Nmikmnh. M. 


Be dark mine eyes and deaf mine eai*8. 
2 Lord, I renounce my carnal taste 
Of the fair fnxit that sinners prizo : 
Their paradise shall never waste 
One thought of mine, but to despise. 


Ur. Watts. 


GENESIS XXVII. 

Qri^ of S$au. 

A nd it came to paas, as soon as Isaac had made an end of 
blessing J acob, and J acob was yet scarce gone out from the 
presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in 
from his himting. 

SI And he also had made savoury meat, and brought it unto 
his father, and said unto his father, Let my father arise, and 
eat of his son^s venison, that thy soul may bless me. 

32 And Isaac his father said unto him. Who ari thou? And 
he oaid, I am thy sou, thy firstborn Esau. 

88 And Isaac trembl^ very exceedingly, and said. Who ? 
where ii he that hath taken venison, and brought it me, and I 
have eaten of all before thou earnest, and have blessed him ? 
yea, and he shall be blessed. 

84 And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried 
with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his father, 
Bless me, even me also, O mv father. 

86 And he said. Thy brother came with subtilty, and hath 
taken aw^ thy blessing. 

86 And he said. Is not he rightly named Jacob ? for he hath 
supplanted me these two times : he took awav my birthright ; 
and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing. And ho 
said. Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me ? 

87 And Isaac answered, and said unto Esau, Behold I have 
made him thy lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for 
servants ; and with com and wine have I sustained him : and 
what shall I do now unto thee, my son ? 

38 And Esau said unto his father. Hast thou but one 
blessing, my father? bless me, even me also, O my father. 
And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept. 

89 And Isaac his father answered and said unto liim. Behold, 
thy dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, and of the dew 
of heaven f^m above ; 

40 And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy 
brother ; and it shall come to pass when thou shalt have the 
dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck. 

41 And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith 
his father blessed him : and Esau said in his he^. The days 
of mourning for my father are at hand ; then will I slay my 
brother Jacob. 

42 And these words of Esau her elder son were told to 
Rebekah : and she went and called Jacob her youn^t son, 
and said unto him. Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, 
doth comfort himself, purposing to kill thee. 

48 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice ; and arise, flee 
thou to Laban my brother to Haran ; 

44 And tarry with him a few days, until thy brother’^ fiiry 
turn away ; 

46 Untfl thy brothor^s anger turn away from thee, and he 
forget that which thou hast done to him : then I will send, 
and fetch thee frcmi thence : why should I be deprived also of 
you both in one day ? 

46 And B^bekah said to Isaac, I am weaiy of my life because 
of the dauj^ters of Heth : if Jacob take a wife of the daughters 
of Heth, such as these uMch are of the daughters of the land, 
what good shall my life do me? 


REFLBOTioirs UPON Gbn. xxvn. — It is surprising and affecting, the 
deop and overwhelming hold which the love of earthly objects, and 
particularly of wealth and power, takes of the carnal and covetous 
heart of man. Often the liveliest hopes are indulged and cherished, 
their accomplishment has the most encouraging appearance of cer- 
tainty, the mind is elevated with the near prospect of entering upon 
the immediate enjoyment of the much wished-for inheritance, when, 
lo ! the gilded expectations disappear in one moment, and pass away 
for ever, like a dream of night. Let it be the object of my fondest 
ambition to seek an interest in that inheritance which is durable as 
the throne of God, and to obtain that hope which xnaketh not ashamed, 
pd which entereth into that which is within the vail. How odious 
is sinful craft, and particularly when it stains the profession of a 
saint \ May wo over keep our garments clean and unspotted from 
the world ! Let us rejoice in the wealth, the honour, the stability, 
the future oxtonsion, and universal ascendancy of the Church of 
Christ. She is blessed, and shall be blessed. Let ua beware of 
covetousness and revenge, lusts and passions, which will even tempt 
brothers to imbrue their hands in each other’s blood. 

PRAYER. 

IkT OST merciful Father, to whom can we go but unto thee ? 

We desire at this time, in the name of our dear Redeemer, 
and in humble dependence on the grace of his Spirit, to enter 
into fellowship with thee our God, in presenting our morning 
sacrifice. We thank thee for the sleep, repose, refreshment, 
and protection of another night. Thy meroios are new unto 
us every morning, and thy faithfulness every night. This day 
may we walk in the light of thy countenance, and exemplify 
in our actions the influence of Christian principle. 

Let it be our delight and emplo 3 rment, all our days, to utter 
abundantly the memory of thy great goodness, and to sing of 
thy righteousness. When we who are advanced in years shall 
be removed to the eternal world, may the dearly •beloved 
children, till their dying day, abundantly utter the memory of 
thy great goodness, and sing sweetly of thy righteousness. 

Merciftdly grant that the Word we have now read may prove 
profitable for warning and instruction. May we feel the argu- 
ments which it furnishes for encouraging and promoting the 
love of truth in our hearts, and the practice of it in our lives. 
Ever remove from us the way of lying, and grant us thy law 
graciously. O afiect us deeply with the remembrance or that 
innocence which our first parents lost, and that paradise of 
which they were deprived, by the deception and falsehoods of 
the father of lies. O teach us truth in the hidden parts. 

We adore thee, O Lord, as the sovereign disposer of all events. 
In thy sovereignty thou sometimes dost surround one member 
of a family with honour, wealth, and power, while another 
member of the same family is left to suffer the hea\ry pressure 
of want and ignominy. Even so, Father, for so it seemeth good 
in thy sight I We acknowledge thy justice and wisdom in 
withholding from Esau what thou ha&t destined for Jacob. 
Never, never suffer us to murmur at thy wise and sovereign 
arrangements, even when we may bo called to suffer poverty, 
or to meet with the most painml bereavements. May the 
language of our hearts ever be, though filled with the bitterest 
fttigitish : Thy will be done ; even so, father, for so it seemeth 
good in thy sight I May we never, like Esau, give way to the 
excesses ox unhallowed grief, when our earthly hopes are blasted. 
Deliver us from the love of the world. May we receive the 
good things of the world as thy gifts, but may we never fall 
into the aggravated sin of loving the world as our god. O 
Jesus, reign upon the throne of our heart ; and if the idol of 
the world occupy a place in our soul, expel it now from our 
bosoms, and may all our affections meet m thee alone ; then 
we shall be heirs of an inheritance that never fadeth away. 

Mercifully bear our prayer, for our dear Redeemer's sake. 
And to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost be endless praises. 
Amen. ^ 

ep 
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FOURTH WEEK. — SATURDAY EVENING. 


CBRT8T THE ADVOCATE. 

PtmiteniB, Marlc*», Ulveriton. 

1 'TirHERE is my God ? does lie retire 

» » Beyond tho reaoli of humble sighs ? 
Are these weak breathings of desire 
Too languid to ascend the skies ? 

2 No, Lord ! tho breathings of desire, 

I'he weak petition, if sincere, 

Ts not forbidden to aspire. 

But reaches thy all-gracious ear. 


MATTHEW XIX. 

JBliumnr; little Children. 

A ND it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these 
sayings, he departed from Galilee, and came into tho 
coasts of J udea beyond J ordan j 

2 And great multitudes followed him ; and he healed th(;in 
there. 

13 Then were there brought unto him little children, that 
he should put his hands on them, and pray : and the disciples 
rebuked them. 

14 But Jesus said, Buffer little children, and forbid them 
not, to come unto trie ; fbr Of such is the kingdom of heaven. 

1 5 And he laid W/ ban^s on them, and departed thence. 

16 And, behold, one name and said unto him, Good Mdstcr, 
what good thing shsll I do, that I may have eternal life ? 

17 And he said ukfo Miii, Why callest thou me good? 

is none good but one> that is,^ God : but if thou wilt mter into 
life, keep the eOmmfiitdinents. ‘ " 

18 He saith^unto hiiji; Whi^? JOsus said. Thou shalt do 
no murder. Thou shJalt cbmintt Multery, Thou slialt not 
steal. Thou shalt^dht heto^^d'Vitiiess, . 

19 Honour thy filths arid mother : and, ThOu shalt love 

thy neighbour is thysife^ ' ' \ ' 

20 The you^ m^ ifcdth imto him. All these things have I 
kept from my youth up y-wjidl lack I yet? 

21 Jesus said unto him, If thOu wilt bo perfect, go and sell 
that thou hast, and give toithbjpoor, and thou shalt have treasure 
in heaven ; and comb s^rf^folfow me. 

22 But when the ybdri^ tnan hbard tliat saying, he went away 
sorrowful: for he had great pbssessions. 

23 Then sa^ J^us UUto his disciples; Yei^y I sky unto you; 
That a rich man Tikidly enter into the kin^om of heaveh. 

24 And agaki'X say unto you^ It is btuner fbr a camel to go 

through the eyb;^^ k^nbedle, thim for a rich man to enter into 
the kingdom of Gud. ’ ^ * * 

25 When his disciples heard i/, thby weijp exceedingly amazed, 
saying, Who then cah be saved? 

26 But JesUs beheld th^m, and smd unto them^ With men 
this is impossible; but with God all things are possible. 

27 Then ansWe^ Peter and skid unto him, Behold, we have 
forsaken all, and followed thbe ; what shall we have therefore? 

28 And Jesus said unto them. Verily I say unto you. That ye 

which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of 
man shall sit in the throne of his glory; ye alto shidl sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve trio^ of Israel. ’ * 

29 And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for 
my name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit 
everlasting life. 

30 But many that are fust shall be last : and the last shall 

be first. 

BsvLBcnoNs XTPOK Matt. XIX. — Tho multitudes who followed Jesus 
in the days of his humbled humanity, form the fulfilment of that 
blessed promise : To him toall the gathering of the people be. While 
bve is tho source of social happiness, and the security of the per« 
*S8 


manonce of social relations, the want of love embitters every relation, 
and leads to those crimes which often issue in the dissolution of the 
most sacred ties. Happy is that man who devotes himself wholly 
to Christ’s service, and who prefers union to him before the most 
endearing of earthly connections. Christ’s love to children should 
encourage parents to dedicate their offspring to his glory. If wo are 
the genuine saints of God, wo shall not look for salvation by the 
works of tho law; we shall believe ourselves to be unprofitable 
servants, and we shall give up all for Josus, if our Saviour require. 
Sad tho state of that mind which cleaves to earthly things, and 
immense tho danger of tho soul, "when the world reigns upon the 
throne of the heart. Serving Christ, even when connected witli tlie 
loss of property and relatives and life, is the greatest gain, and is 
followed by tho enjoyment of a place beside Jesus on his throne, yea, 
by fulness of joy and rivers of pleasure for ovorraore. 


PRAYER. 

T)^E adore thee, glorious Jehovah, as the ever-living and 
^ ever-blessed Lord God. Our lives are in thy hand, and 
their continuance is every moment dependent upon thy will. 
Encourage and dispose our minds, by thy good Spirit, to 
prostrate ourselves at this time before thy throne with loving 
and unfeigned hearts, to supplicate thy mercy. O thou blessed 
Hearer of prayer, let thine ear be graciously open to hear our 
prayers, and let our hearts be opened wide to receive the testi- 
monies of thy saving goodness. Make us to rejoice exceedingly, 
that, while we approach, thy throne of grace to supplicate 
blessings, thou art seated upon that throne to dispense them. 

Graciously accept of our thanksgivings for die mercies of the 
I^t day and of the past week and of our past lives. Now wc 
wo^d desire, with humility and joy, to present before thee 
ourselvto, our todies, our souls, our persons, our all, a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable, which is our reasonable service. 
Justly thou mightest reject such a sacrifice, but we praise thee 
thou art willing to accept the surrender, notwithstanding all 
our imperfections, and aUtiur unworthiness. May the sins of 
the ptot week be forgiven through the merit of the righteous- 
ness of our Saviour; and by thy Spirit may all the events of 
the past week, whether prosperous or adverse, produce in our 
minds blessed and sanctifying effects. 

We commend ourselves to thy paternal care this night. Suffer 
us not unprepared to sleep the sleep of death/ When the solemn 
period of our departure arrives, may our souls awake to witness 
the riorios of immortality in heaven. May the near prospect 
of tSe Sabbath fill our hearts wilJi gralatude and gli^ness. 
M^it prove.to us, and thousands, a blessed day — ^may it be a 
prriude of thkt Sabbath of eternal rest, which we hope to enjoy 
for ever, ii^fetowship with God and the Lamb. 

V ,We thank thee, O Lord, for that animating and encouraging 
poriton efftlby I^ord we have now been permitted to read. Let 
. it prove nourishment and comfOTt to our souls. May thy Word 
I enter into pur minds, and may we find that the entrance of thy 
Word giveth light. 

Blessed Jesus, we praise thee that, in the days of thy humbled 
I flesh, thou.d^dst help the miserable who sought thy help, auC 
! that thou didst^mpst.regdify heal the diseases of those who cried 
I to thee for d^wranoe. On tho apjaoaching sacred day may 
great multitudes flee to thee in their miseries, and may their 
spiritual diseases be healed, and may their souls be adorned 
with the graces of the Spirit, even the ornaments of unfading 
beauty. 

We rqjoice, O Jesus, that thou hast said, Suffer little cMldrm 
to come wfUo me. We present our children to thee, and the 
children of our relatives and friends. Condescend to lay thine 
hands upon them and bless them. 

Forgive our sin, and hear our prayers, for our dear Be- 
deemer’s sake. And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with us all. Amen. 






FIFTH WEEK.~SiBBATH MOBNINQ. 


CONFIDENCE IN QOD. 
ifet02et. FortdHiU, AddUonU, i«tf. 

1 A WAY, my unbelieving fear ! 

Let fear in mo no more take place • 

My Saviour doth not yet appear ! 

Ho hides the brightness of his face : 

2 But shall I therefore let him go, 

And basely to the tempter yield ? 

No, in the strength of Jesus, no ! 

I never will give up my shield. 

HAiAKKuFnL^^ 

She Mojuiy and Power of Qod. 

A PRAYER of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shigionoth. 

2 O Loud, I have heard thy speech, and waa afraid : O 
Lord, revive thy work in the mi^t of the years, in the midst 
of the years make known ; in wrath remember mercy. 

3 God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount 
Parau. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth 
was full of his i>raise. 

4 And his brightness was as the light ; he had horns coming 
out of his hand : and there was the hiding of his power. 

5 Before him went the pestilence, and burning coals went 
forth at his feet. 

6 He stood, and measured the earth : he beheld, and drove 
asunder the nations ; and the everlasting mountains were scat- 
tered, the perpetual hills did bow ; his ways arc everlasting. 

7 I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction : and the curtains 
of the land of Midian did tremble. 

8 Was tlie Lord displeased against the rivers? was thine 
anger against the rivers? was thy wrath against the sea, that 
thou didst ride upon thine horses and thy chariots of salvation ? 

9 Thy bow was made quite naked, according to the oaths of 
the tribes, even thy word. Selah. Thou didst cleave the earth 
with rivers. 

10 The mountains saw thee, and they trembled : the over- 
flowing of the water passed by : the acep uttered his voice, 
and lifted up his hands on high. 

11 The sun and moon stood still in their habitation: at 
the ligh.; of thine arrows they went, and at the shining of thy 
glittering spear. 

12 Thou didst march through the land in indignation, thou 
didst thresh the heathen in anger. 

13 Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, even 
for salvation with thine anointed ; thou woundest the head out 
of the house of the wicked, by discovering the foundafion 
unto the neck. Selah. 

14 Thou didst strike through with his staves the head of his 
villages : they came out as a whirlwind to scatter me : their 
rejoicing was as to devour the poor secretly. 

15 Thou didst walk through the sea with thine horses, 
through the heap of great waters. 

16 When I beard, my belly trembled; my lips quivered at 
the voice : rottenness entered into my bones, and I trembled in 
myself, that 1 might rest in the day of trouble: when he cometh 
up unto the people, he will invade them with his troops. 

17 Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall 
fruit be in the vines ; the labour of the olives shall fail, and 
the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shaR be cut off from 
the fold, and there ihall be no herd in the stalls : 

18 Yet I wiU rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of 
my salvation. 

I 19 The Lord God is my strength, and he will make my feet 
I like hinds^ feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high 
, places. To the diief singer on my stringed instruments. 

Bevleotions upon m. — My soul, highlv estimato and 

cfuneitiy seek Ihe spirit of prayer, as the most invaluable attainment. 
God’s voice in oreamn, pGrovi<moe, and grace is powerM. The voice 


of the lord is full of nl^jesty. Impressed with the voice of his 
marcy, piay the interests of region be near my heart, and may I 
pray with fervour and for the prosperity of Zion. How tremendous 
w-ere the manifestations of God’s glory, when the laws wore deUverod 
from Mount Sinai ! Were not the thunderings, the lightnings, and 
the earthquakes, figurative of the wrath of God, and the curses of the 
covenant of works ? May I be hid in the righteousness of Jesus; 
then shall I sing triumphantly, ** There is no condemnation to those 
who are in Christ Jesus.” With what solemnity and awe we should 
think on the glory of God, on the inaccessible light with which he is 
surrounded, on mis sovereignty and power, Aho manifestations of his 
dreadM wrath against his enemies, on his infinitude, and on the 
insignificance of moimtains and nations, when compiu*ed with his 
majesty and might ! What great and glorious things God has done 
for his Church ! He has arrested the course of nature, made the sun 
and moon to stand still, and commanded seas and rivers to open a 
passage for thoir safety, doliverance, and triumph ! 

PRAYER. 

^ LORY to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one Jehovah, 
that our lives have been graciously preserved through 
another night, and that we are permitted, in sovereign and 
undeserved mercy, to enter upon another day of the Son of 
man. On this sacred, hallowed day, wc would make a joyful 
noise unto the Lord. O may we serve the Lord with gladness, 
and come before his presence with singing. May we enter thy 
gates with thanksgivmg, and thy courts with praise. Thou, 0 
Lord, art good, thy mercy is everlasting, and thy truth endurcth 
to all generations. 

When we reflect upon the sinful manner in which we have 
spent thy Sabbaths, and the careless manner in which we have 
ODserved its Divine ordinances, wc have indeed reason to 
wonder that our God, whom we have so much offended, should 
have spared our lives to witness another day of holy rest, to 
hear of Christ and the joys of heaven. Wc have just reason to 
mourn, that we have not kept the Sabbath fix)m polluting it ; 
neither have we been truly joyful in the house of prayer. How 
often has thy blessed day been a weariness to us I and, like thy 
backsliding people of old, have not our deceitful hearts said 
within us, When will the Sabbath be over, that we may buy and 
sell, and mind our worldly business and pleasures ? When we 
think of this, wc would humble ourselves in the dust, we would 
wonder at thy long-suffering kindness, O God, in bearing wifh 
us and our offences, and would implore thy heavenly grace, 
that we may ever bo prevented from tlius abusing the day and 
the ordinances of Christ. Give us understanding, and we shall 
keep thy law; yea, we will observe it with our whole hearts. 

Pour out thy Spirit on the ambassadors of truth. Sanctify 
those who bear the vessels of the sanctuary. May a preached 
Gospel made mighty this day, that the corruptions of the 
heart and the strongholds of Satan may fall down before it, as 
the idol of the Philistines fell before the ark of the Lord. 

May our rulers feel the power of the Word of life. O Jesus, 
make them bow the knee before thee, and with penitential 
accents supplicate thy salvation. 

As a family, may we improve by the public ordinances of 
religion in which we are soon to engage. May our minister 

E rove to us and to many a messenger of Christ. Enable us to 
ear the voice of God through the voice of man. May we hear 
and believe, hear and love, hear and adore. Show to us and the 
congregation the path of life ; for in thy presence is fulness of 
joy, and at thy right-hand are pleasures for evermore. 

When our children and domestics hear thy Gospel, may 
Divine truth enter their hearts. 

Forgive our personal and family sins, accept of our persons, 
and hear our prayers, for the sake of Christ, to whom, with 
the Father ana Holy Ghost, one God, we ascribe equal and 
undivided glory* Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &o, 

I W 




WITH WEEK.— MONDAY MORNING. 


OOD OF BETHEL. 

Uxomipti SpQttk OhwxL MavrimgUm, Mrainlree, c. n. 

1 O Bethel ! by whoso baud 

^ Thy people stm are fed ; 

Who through this weary pil^mage 

Host all our &thers led : 

2 Our vows, our prayers, we now present 

Before thy throne of grace : 

Qod of our Athers ! be &e God 
Of their succeeding race. 

8 Through each perplexing path of life 
Our wandering footsteps guide; 

Give us each day our daily bread, 

And raiment fit provide. 

^ PiUlAPHRAlE, 2. 

GENESIS XXVIII, 

J(tc6b*t Vition and Ladder, 

A nd IsaM called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him^ 
and said unto him, Thou shalt not t^e a wife of the 
daughters of Canaan. 

2 Arise, go to Padan-aram, to the house of Bethuel thy 
mother’s fauier; and take thee a wife from thence of the 
daughters of Ijaban thy mother’s brother. 

3 And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and 
multiply thee, that thou mayest be a multitude of people ; 

4 And give thee the blessing of Abraliam, to thee, and to thy 
seed with thee ; that thou mayest inherit the land wherein thou 
art a stranger, which God gave unto Abraliam. 

6 And Isaac sent away Jacob: and he went to Padan- 
aram unto Laban, son of Bcthucl the Syrian, the brother of 
Rebekah, Jacob’s and Esau’s mother. 

10 And Jacob went out from Becr-sheba, and went toward 
Haran. e 

11 And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there 
all night, because the sun was set ; and he took of the stones 
of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in 
that place to sleep. 

12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, 
and the top of it reached to heaven : and behold the angels of 
God asconding and descending on it. 

13 And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the 
Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac : the 
land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed ; 

14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou 
shalt spread abroad to the west and to the east, and to the 
north and to the south : and in thee and in thy seed shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed. 

16 And, behold, 1 am with thee, and will keep thee in all 
places whither thou goest, aud ivill bring thee again into this 
laud ; for I will not leave thee, until 1 ^ve done that which I 
have spoken to thee of. 

16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said. Surely 
the Lord is in this place ; and 1 knew it not. 

17 And ho was afrmd, and said. How dreadful is this place ! 
this is none other but the house of God, and this if, the gate of 
heaven. 

18 And Jacob rose up earl;^ in the morning, and took the 
stone that he had put /or his ^ows, aud set it up/or apillgr, 
and poured oil uj^n the top of it. 

19 And be called the name of that place Beth-el but the ' 
name of that city was called Luzt the first. 

20 And Jacob vowed a vow, saying. If God will be with me. 
and will keep me in this way that 7 go, and will give me bread 
to eat, and raiment to put on, 

^ 21 So that 1 come to my father’s house in peace ; then 

shall the Ijord be my God. 


RErLBonoKS ttpok Oxk. xxTm.>-^Let children who have pious 
parents never cease to be thankfhl fbr so invaluable a blessing, and 
m all their fixture and intended conneotions seek their prayers and 
follow their counsels. Kind earthly friends are God's gift, and he 
con incline their hearts to afford us effectual relief in times of per- 
plexity and danger. Comal and selfish men, when disappointed in 
their wicked pulses, to satisfy their own revenge, will infiict 
wounds upon their nearest relatives, even though at the expense of 
their own honour, and the hazard of their own salvation. Believers, 
when surrounded with the darkest gloom of sorrow, are often nearest 
the brightest manifestations of divine smiles, and the sensible enjoy- 
ment of divine fellowship. May I soe in Jacob’s ladder the emblem 
of a special providence, the proof of continued gracious communi- 
cations from heaven to earth, the intimation of the guardian care of 
angels over the saints, but, above all, the figure of the mediation of 
my blessed Jesus, through whom God comes down to man on earth, 
and at last saints ascend from earth to heaven. Happy are they who 
enjoy God’s gracious prosenco, which can change deserts, caves, dens, 
and dungeons into the house of God and the gate of heaven. 


PRAYER. 

G racious and divine Father, thou art the fountain of all 
being and the source of all wisdom. Thou hast measured 
the waters of the sea in the hollow of thine hand, and meted 
out the Ixeavens with a span : thou cornprehendest the dust of 
the earth in a measure, and thou hast weighed the mountains 
in scales, and the hills in a balance. 

We adore tbee as the God of providence, and as watching 
over thy people with special and paternal care. Sanctify to us 
the interesting accounts we have now read of the special pro- 
tection thou didst graciously extend to Jacob, when he was 
alone, a solitary wanderer, and far distant from his father’s 
house. Thou hast never forsaken them that seek thee. 0 that 
each one now before thee may in reality belong to the number 
of those who seek thcc through Christ, and in the way thou 
hast appointed. Thy people may in thy providence be brought 
into great darkness and suffering, but still the truth of thy 
promises shall remain unchanged : He forsaketh not his taints, 
they are preserved for ever. The Lord will not cast off his 
people, neither will he forsake his inheritance. 

We thank our God for pious parents and ancestors. May 
the prayers which they presented for us their offspring and 
descendants be preserved as a memorial before thee ; and may 
we inherit the benefit of those prayers to the close of life, and 
through the ages of eternity. 

As Isaac and Rebekah prayed for Jacob, when entering on 
a lengthened and dangerous journey , so ws would pray for our 
beloved children now before 4hee, God Almighty, bless them, 
and give them the blessing of Abraham, and cause them to 
inherit the heavenly land for ever. 

Glory to thy name, 0 Lord, that in Old Testament days thou 
didst speak and appear to thy people in dreams and visions of 
the night, graciously revealing to them thy will, and pouring 
into their wounded spirits the consolations of thy grace. May 
the ordinances of religion ever bo to us ana our bclovea 
relatives, our minister, and the people with whom we ore 
associated in the sacred bonds of Christian fellowship, a ladder 
of communication betwixt heaven and earth. May we often 
ascend that ladder, and survey the glory of the celestial world. 
Give thine angels charge over us ; but above all, O Jesus, thou 
Lord of angels, encompass us with the arms of thy special 
providence and thy saving grace. Be to us and ours the Qod 
of Bethel. May our habitation be a Bethel ; may the sanctuary 
where we pubfioly praise thee be a Bethel ; may we find it to 
be nothing else than the house of God and the gate of heaven. . 

We thank our God for the merrdes of the post night, 
and implore the blessing aud guidance of our God through the 
approaching day. Hear our prayer, for Jesus our McmatVs 
sake. Amen, 
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FIFTH WEEK,— MONDAY EVENING, 


SEAL AND DILIGENCE. 

Stratford, Chadtpell, Providence CoUege, c. m . 

1 \\J HILE carnal men, with all their might, 

’ * Earth^s vanities pursue, 

Itow slow th’ advances which I make. 

With heaven itself in view I 

2 Inspire my soul with holy zeal ; 

Great God ! my love inflame ; 

Ileligion, without zcul and love, 

Is but an empty name. 

3 To gain the top of Zion’s hill. 

May I with fervour strive ; 

And all those powers employ for thee 
Which I from thee derive ! 

llKIillOMB. 

MATTHEW XX. 

Figuree of the Kingdom, of Qod, 

F m the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an 
householder, which went out early in the morning to hire 
labourers into his vineyard. 

2 And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny a 
day, he sent them into his vineyard. 

8 And he went out about the third hour, and saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace, 

4 And said unto them ; Go yc also into the vineyard, and 
whatsoever is right I will give you. And they went their way. 

5 Again lie went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and 
did likewise. 

6 And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others 
standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye here all the 
day idle ? 

7 They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He 
saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard ; and whatsoever 
is right, that shall ye receive. 

8 So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto 
his steward. Call the labourers, and give them their hire, begin- 
ing from the last imto the first. 

I 9 And when they cndfie that were hired about the eleventh 
hour, they received every man a penny. 

10 But when the first came, they supposed that they should 
have received more ; and they likewise received every man a 
1 penny. 

11 And when they had received «7, they murmured against 
the goodman of the house, 

12 Saying, These last have wrought but one hour, and thou 
hast made them equal unto us, which have home the burden 
and heat of the day. 

13 But he answered one of them, and said. Friend, I do thee 
no wrong : didst not thou agree with me for a penny ? 

I 14 Take that thine is, and go thy way ; I wiU give xmto this 
• last, even as unto thee. 

16 Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? 
is thine eye evil, because I am good ? 

16 So the last shall be first, and the first last : for many be 
called, but few chosen. 


Replections upon Matt, xx.— To belong to the kingdom of Qod is 
infinitely more honourable than to occupy the first place in the 
mightiest empires of the earth. Bo I belong to God’s kingdom of 
grace ? If so, I am actively engaged in his service ; I have taken 
upon me his yoke, which is easy, and his burden, which is light. 
Jesus is condescending in his inviting idle sinners into his service, 
and he is liberal in bestowing on all who are faithM in his employ- 
ment rich rewards of grace. It is melancholy that the great matter 
of salvation should be delayed till the eleventh hour of the day of 
human life ! Though there is hope even then, yet how few who have 
reached that period in cold indifierence and sinM indolence, ever 
turn to the faith of Jesus, and fiee from the wrath to come ! What 
a blessing, that divine grace can persuade the most obstinate and 
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enable the most indolent to become the willing and the active servants 
of the Lamb of God ! Let the careless remember that the day of 
death will prove a day of solemn settlement, when wo must give an 
account of the deeds done in the body, whe^er th^ be good, or 
whether they be evil. Holy Spirit, prepare me for that important 
day ! It is daring presumption in man to bo dissatisfied with the 
arrangements of providence, for God is sovereign and will do his 
pleasure ; and he is unerring in his wisdom, and can do nothing wrong. 
Ever may I stand in awe of God, as holy and just ; and ever may I 
rejoice in him as condescending, gracious, and merciful. While few 
embrace the Gospel offer, 0 may Jesus be dear to my heart, and may 
1 believe to the salvation of my soul ! 

prayerI 

O UR God and our Father in Clirist, wc draw near to thy 
throne of grace at the close of another day, devoutly to 
express our thanks for the continuance of thy mercies, temporal 
and spiritual, personal and domestic. We are less than the 
least of all thy mercies which thou hast made to pass before us. 

We adore thee in thy sovereign dominion, and in the absolute 
yet wise and gracious exercise of thine authority. Art thou not 
God in heaven, and rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of 
the heathen? and in thine hand is there not power andmiglit, 
so that none is able to withstand thee? All the inhabitants of 
the earth are reputed as nothing, and thou dost according to thy 
will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the 
earth, and none can stay thine hand, or say unto thee. What doest 
thou ? Wc rejoice for ever that the sceptre of absolute dominion 
is in the hand of unerring wisdom and unlimited goodness. 

Thou art sovereign in the disposal of gifts and graces. On 
one thou bestowest eminent mental powers, on another the 
most humble talents ; to one thou givest wedth, and another 
thou triest with peni^ and want. One thou adomest with 
grace, while anotner is left in the gall of bitterness and the 
bond of iniquity. Even so. Father, for so it seemeth good in 
thy sight. Glory to our God, that, amid all the displays of thy 
sovereignty, none are excluded from thy mercy who come as 
humble, penitent petitioners, seeking salvation through our 
Saviouris blood. O Lord, wo come, we lay ourselves down at 
thy feet, and to thee we would lift our longing eyes for eternal 
salvation, through "the righteousness of thy well-beloved Son. 

We confess that too long we have been labourers in Satan's 
employment. We have served him as slaves, yet willingly and 
without hire. We have been carried cdptive by him at his 
pleasure. Now, O Lord, may we be separated from his service 
for ever, and no longer be under the dominion of our corrup- 
tions and lusts. Persuade and enable us to become thy servants, 
for thou alone art entitled to our obedience and love. By thy 
graoe we would say, We will have thee to rule over us. Suflfer 
none of us to refuse Jesus as our Saviour and Lord, and may . 
we not wait till the eleventh hour. 

Persuade our dear children and domestics, even now, to flee 
to Jesus, and embrace him as their Saviopr and King, Let 
these words be engraven on their hearts : They that seek me 
early shall flnd me. 

We have reason to lament that we have been so indolent in 
the service of our God, that we have allowed so much time and 
so many opportunities for glorifying God to pass away unim- 
proved. Teach us. Holy Spirit, to redeem the time, seeing the 
days are evil : and to be diligent in business, fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord. As it respects the honouring of thy name, 
the advancement of thy kingdom, and the salvation of our own 
souls, whatsoever our hand findeth to do, teach us to do it with 
all our might, seeing there is no wisdom, nor knowledge, nor 
device in the grave, whither we are going. Be our shield <rf 
defence this night, and on the morning of the approaching day 
may we surround the domestic altar in peace. Forp ve, hear, and 
answer thine tmworthy supplicants, for Jesus our B^eemer's 
sake. Amen. 
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FIFTH WEEK.— TUESDAY MORNING. 


DELIGHT IN GOD. 
Swamoidk. Syhianui, Abin^fdon. 

1 ^ LOBD 1 I would delight in thee, 
^ And on thy caro depend j 
To thee in every trouble flee, 

My best, my only Mend. 

3 When all created atreams are dried, 
Thy fulness is the same ; 

May 1 with this be satisfl^, 

And glory in thy name ! 

0 Why riiould the soul a drop bemoan, 
Who has a fountain near ; 

A fountain which will ever run 
With waters sweet and clear ? 


Dr. Ryi^ard. 


GENESIS XXIX. 

/aco5’« Arrival at the JSouee of Laha/a, 

f^HEN Jacob went on his journey, and came into the? land 
of the people of the east. 

2 And he looked, and behold a well in the field, and, lo, 
there were three flocks of sheep lying by it ; for out of that 
weU they watered the flocks ; and a great stone wae wpqn the 
well’s mouth. 

8 And thither were all the flocks gathered : and they rolled 
the stone fi*om the well’s mouth, and watered the sheep, and 
put the stone again upon the well’s mouth in his place. 

4 And Jacob said unto them. My brethren, whence 4e ye? 
And they said, Of Haran are we. 

6 And he said unto them, Enow ye Laban the son of 
Nahor ? and they sfi^d, We know A/m. 

6 And he said uifto them, Is he well ? And they said, He is 
well : and, b^old, Rachel his daughter cometh with the sheep. 

7 And he s^d, Lo, it is yet high day, neither is it time that 
the cattle should be gathered together: water ye the sheep, 
and go and feed /Am. 

8 And they said, We cannot, until all the flocks be gathered 
together, and tiU they roll the stone from the well’s mouth ; 
then we water the sheep. 

9 And while he yet spidte wiA them, Rachel came with her 
father’s sheep : for she 'kept them. 

10 And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter 
of Laban his mother’s . brother, and the sheep of Laban his 
mother’s brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the stone 
from the well’s mouth, and watered the flock of Laban bis 
mother’s brother. 

11 And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and 
wept. 

12 And Jacob told Rachel that he u^o^her father’s brother, 
and that he was Rebekah’s son: and#lb« ran and told her father. 

13 And it came to pass, when Laban heard the tidings of. 
Jacob his sister’s son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced 
him, and kissed him, and brought him to his house. And her> 
told Laban all these thin^. 

14 And Laban said to him. Surely thou art my bone and 
my flesh. And he abode with him the space of a month. 

15 And Laban said unto Jacob, Because thoa art my 
brother, shoiQdest thou therefore serve me for nought ? TeU 
me, what shall thy wages be? 

16 And Laban had two daughters : the name of the elder 
was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 

17 Leah was tender eyed ; but Rachel was beautiful and 
well favoured. 

18 And Jacob loved Rachel ; and said, I wiU serve thee 
seven years for Rachd thy youn^ daughter. 

19 And Laban said. It is better that I mve her to thee, than 
that I should give her to another man : imide with me. 

20 And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they 
seeidbd unto him but a few days, for the love he h^ to her. 


RavLEcnoKs upon Gen. xxix.— <J aoob’» wanderings should remind 
us that human life is a journey, and that they ore happy who, like 
Jacob, take God for their ^ide, for they sliall over enjoy tl\o protec- 
tion of his providence, and bo conducted at last to the regions of tho 
blessed. Flocks of sheep should call to our remembrance Christ’s 
Chinch, his constant and loving guardianship and care over all Ins 
spiritual sheep, and the rich provision wmch he as tho divine 
Shepherd has made of green pastures, of gospel-ordinances, and 
wells of gospel-grace, for their nourishment, consolation, and peace. 
Believers in Jesus, of every name, should look on each other os 
brethren, and ever manifost that spirit of unity and love which is 
tho brightest ornament of the Christian name. We should take a 
deep interest in the temporal, but nluch more in tho spiritual, pros- 
perity of our polatives and friends. Mirdsters should feed Christ’s 
flock with affectionate care, remembering that blessings can never 
flow from the well of ordinances, unless Jesus rolls away the stone 
of unbelief and guilt. In us may honourable industry bo ever 
connected with fervent piety, and the culture of kind and accom- 
modating dispositions. How endearing the tenderness of natural 
affection ! but how noble when grafted on love to Jesus ! If the 
meeting of pious Mends on earth be an enjoyment so sweet, how 
ineffable the blessedncsB of meeting in heaven, to part no more ! 

PRAYER. 

J^OD and Father of our Lord and Shviour Jesus Christ, we 
thank thee that, in answer to our prayer when we last met 
around the domestic altar, we are most grocipusly permitted 
this morning to approach thy sacred; presence and supplicate 
thy mercy. "WTien surrounded withAe dark shades of night, 
thou didift prei^rve us within the arms of thy protection ; and 
when fast asleep and unconscious of oui* eitistence, thine eye, 
which watched over us, neither slumbered nOr slept. 

We . acknowledge thee as the Lord our God, Thou didst 
show thyself to be the God of Jacob :>* and thou didst make 
the children of Israel know that thou’-;.Wast indeed the Lord 
their God. Make us to know, as^a fsmily, by the manifesta- 
tions of thy saving graeb'in each of that thou art 

the Lord our God. 

As thou didUt: conduct Jacob in safety fibM the bouse of his 
fother to the house of Laban, O oondii^ui/ in' safety through 
the desert of life unto our heavenly home.^ Thottl^h the journey 
be circuitous, (^gimus, and rugged— thca^h enemies, power- 
ful and violent'afl'ragingdions, a^mpt to impede our way — if 
thou, O Saviote, be with m] we^ihall surmotiht every obstacle, 
trample on the lieck of eyery foe, and at last enjoy a trium- 
^ phant entrance into bur heavenly home. We. commend our* 
fsAieay^edear ddldren now before /Aes, and all >vith whom 
‘ we are connected by the ties of nature or of friendship, to thy 
. gracious care, thcitvte ahd they may^be mercifuUjr conducted by 
thywifldom and protected by tliy power aiLthe journey through. 

thank God for relations and friends, aiid that we are 
hot left solita^ upon the face of the earth. Pious, wise, and 
generous Mends are thy gifts.: :Thbu settesi the solitary in 
families. For these blessings we praise thee. May wc and 
our r^tives meet in heaven. ‘ May we all be united by tho 
ties, the endearing, the im^perishable ties of grade ; then shall 
our mtercourso be revived in more auspicious circumstances, 
in another and better state beyond the stars. 

O J^us, what are all ouii^ friends bompared with thee; 
Thou art the friend who stiekest closer than a lfrother. How 
blessed thy favour I It is life ; and thy loving-kindness is 
better than life. Suffer us not, dear BedCbmer, ever to love 
our earthly Mends more than thee; or to prefer the love of 
earthly Mends to thine. Compared with the enjoyment of 
thy love in heaven, may all the hardships and difficulties of 
the present life appear as less than nothing, and vanity. 

Assist us in all the duties of the day, preserve us from 
offending thee, forgive our sins, and hear our prayers, for our 
Saviour’s sake. 
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FIFTH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING* 


THB 00N0£«C£KD1N0 6BACE OF CHRIST. 

WMimgfidd, Univt/mi/}/. Broorntgrom, c. n. 

1 O AVIOUE of men, and Lord of love, 

^ How sweet thy aracious name ! 

With joy that errand we review 

On which thy mercy came. 

2 While all thine own angelic bands 

Stood waiting on the wing, 

Charmod with the honour to obey 

Their great eternal King ; 

3 For us, moan, wretched, sinful men. 

Thou laidst that glory by ; — 

First, in our mortal flesh, to serve ; 

Then, in that flesh, to die. 

Da. Doodridob. 

MATTHEW XX. 

JmiM going up to Jorutalem, 

A ND Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the twelve disciples 
apart in the way, and said unto them, 

18 Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man 
shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, 
and they shall condemn him to death, 

19 And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to 
scourge, and to crucify him : and the third day he shall rise 
again. 

20 Then came to him the mother of 2iCbedee’s children with 
her sons, worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing of him. 

21 And he said unto her. What wilt tliou ? She saith unto 
him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy 
right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom. 

22 But Jesus answered and said. Ye know not what ye ask. 
Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to 
be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They 
say unto him, We are able. 

23 And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, 
and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: but 
to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but 
it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father, 

24 And when the ten heard it, they were moved with 
indignation against the two brethren. 

25 But Jesus called them unto him, and said. Ye know that 
the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and 
they that arc great exercise authority upon them. 

26 But it shall not be so among you : but whosoever will 
be great among you, let him be your minister ; 

27 And whosoever will be cUef among you, let him be 
your servant : 

28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to. give his life a ransom for many. 

29 And as they departed from Jericho, a great multitude 
followed him. 

30 And, behold, two blind men sitting by the way side, 
when they heard that Jesus passed by, cried out, saying. Have 
mercy on us, O Lord, thou Son of David. 

31 And the multitude rebuked them, because they should 
hold their peace: but they cried the more, saying. Have 
mercy on us, O Lord, thou Son of David. 

32 And Jesus stood still, and called them, and said. What 
will ye that 1 should do unto you? 

33 They say unto him, Lo:^ that our eyes may be cmned. 

34 So Jesus had compassion on them, and touebea their 

eyes : and immediately their eyes received sight, and th^ 
followed him. , , _ 

BKFLSonoits TTPOir Matt, xx.— T hey who now cultivate and enjoy 
Christ’s fellowi^p shall arrive at lost at the Jemsalem above. Omat 
was the malignity of Christ’s enemies against his doctrine, his person, 
and his life; yet though they succeeded in shedding bis blood 
unto the death, they could not prevent his triumphant resuireotion 
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from tho tomb. It is a grievous stain upon the name of the profosoed 
followers, and more especially the mmistors of Jetnis, when they 


discover an unhallowed love to earthly greatness, wemth, and j^wer. 
May we ever see that true honour is numility, and may our pride be 
subdued and extinguished by the remembrance of that cup of sorrow 
which our great Immanuel drank, and that baptism of suffering and 
wrath with which he was baptized. 0 with what brightness the 
humility and mercy of Jesus shine, in placing himsrif in the 
capacity of a servant, and even giving his life to accomplish the 
spiritum emancipation of his people, and to raise them to the glories 
of immortality ! How delightM the recollection of the multitudes 
who flocked aroimd Jesus in his humiliation! and how animating 
the prospect of the myriads who shall flock around his standard in 
millennial days, when the eyes of a blinded world shall be open, 
and when nations shall unite in singing the sweetest hallelujahs to 
our Redeemer’s praise I 

PRAYER. 

XT OLY Spirit, graciously breathe upon us thine influeneea, 
that we may be enabled, at a family, to pour out the 
desires of our heart before a prayer-hearing God. Thou 
knowest the deadness, the carnality, dnd the unbelief of our 
hearts, and therefore our complete unfitness vrithout thy grace 
to approach the throne of God. 

We adore thee, 0 Lord, for the displays of thy perfection in 
creation and providence ; but, above aU, for the manifestation 
of thy mercy and grace in tho death and sufferings of thy 
well-beloved, thine eternal Son. In thy wisdom thou oouldst 
find out no other plan by which our fallen race coidd obtain 
salvation, except through the sacrifice of ImmanueL In thy 
compassion and pity, thou didst make this unparalleled sacrifioe 
— ^thou didst give up thy Son to the death for us all. Truly 
thou art a God full of compassion, and gracious, long-suffering, 
and plenteous in mercy and truth. Thou .art good, thy mercy 
is everlastinf^, and thy truth endureth to all generations. Thou 
art merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 

Eternal praises to thy name, 0 Jesus, that thou didst will- 
ingly consent to all the conditions in the covenant of grace 
wbuch were necessary for the salvation of sinful men. Let the 
remembrance of the treachery of Judas in betraying thee affect 
our minds with godly jealousy and fear, lest, after all our 


professions of piely and love, we should act a treacherous, a 
traitorous part. Make us amazed at the cruelty and impiety 
of men. Thou didst come to save men, "and men became 
thy murderers ; thou didst come to show men pity, but they 
rewarded thy pity with cruelty and scorn; thou didst come to 
give them life, but they rewarded thee with crucifixion and 
death. O suffer us not to betray thee I 

Impress the minds qf out dear children with hve and wonder, 
when they think cf thy death. Convince them, 0 Jesus, that 
thou didst die for them, 0 take possession qf the youtlful 
affections of their bosom, and give them grace to devote their 
early days and Itfe to thee. 

We rejoice, O Lord, that the death of Christ was followed 
by bis resurrection. O teach us to believe that the resurrection 
of Christ was the first-fruits of them that sleep, and that his 
resurrection is the pledge and security of ours. 

Mei^ol God, preserve us, and all thy ndnistering servants^ 
from carnal and unhallowed ambitiem. Instead ^ wishing 
earthly greatness and superiority, may we rather wish to be 
the servants of all. 

For jpve the guilt we have contracted this day, and accept 
of the tribute of our gratitude for the mercies eqeyed. Hide 
us this eveningunder the covert of thy wings. May natural 
sleep remind us of the rie^ of death. Those who AtSl deep 
tibe deep of death this night, have mercy upon them. O may 
they awake in heaven. Merciftilly hear us, for our Saviouris, 
sake. We ascribe to the Father, Son, and Hdy Ghost 
unceasing praises. Amen. * 


WFTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY MORNING. 


THB WORLD NO COjNFENSRTIOK FOR THE LOSS OF THE SOITL. 

Wmtirkam, SighS^mry CtXUgt. c. n. 

1 Y ORD I shall we part with gold for dross, 

" With solid good ftar showr 
Outlive our bliss, and moum our loss 
In everlastmg woe ? 

9 Let os Rot lose the living Qod 
For one short dream of joy ; 

With Md embraoe cling to a dod. 

And fling all heaven away, 
d Vain world, thy weak attempts forbear, 

We all thy cWms defy; 

And rate bur precious souls too dear 
For all thy wealth to buy. 

Rippon, 401. 


remarkable manner, will preserve their temporal rights secure fhini 
the grasp of avaricious employers. What u privilege to be a saint ! 
—angels are their guards, the Lord of an^s is their God, mindful . 
of their believing vows, and fidthful to his own gracious promises. 
When fathers and motors claim a mutual interest in the God of 
salvation, when they mutually rejoice in the possession of the same 
rich, spiritual, and imperishable mheritanoe, and when they proceed 
in the journey of life according to the counsel of a merciful God, their 
life on earth is the harbinger of the joys of heaven. May God tho 
Spirit ever keep us from idols, and may Jesus reign triumphant in 
our heart ! If we take God for our God, and set our face steadfastly 
in our journey to heaven, ell the schemes of our orafty enemies will 
bo defeated, and m defiance of their threats we shell safely roach our 
heavenly home. 

PRAYER. 


GENESIS XXXI. 

/aoo6 ZTotiie o/ Lo&cm. 

A ND he heard the words of Laban’s sons, saying, Jacob hath 
taken away all that wan our father’s : and of that which 
WQM our fkther’a hath he gotten all tfaia glory. 

% And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, behold, 
it WOM not toward him, as before, 

8 And the Lord said unto Jacob, Return unto the land of 
thy fathers, and to thy kindred ; and I will be with thee. 

4 And Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the field, 
unto his flock, 

5 And said unto them, 1 see your father’s countenance, that 
it is not toward me as bi^re ; but tho God of my father hath 
been with me. 

6 And ye know that with all my power I have served your 
fhther. 

7 And your father hath deceived me, and changed my wages 
ten times ; but God sufiered him not to hurt me. 

11 And the angel of God spake unto me in a dream, saying ^ 
Jacob : and I said, Here am I. 

18 I am the God of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, 
and where thou vowedst a vow tmto me : now arise, get thee 
out from this land, and return unto the land of thy kindred. 

14 And Rachel and licah answered and said unto him. Is 
there yet any portion or inheritance fbr us in our father’s 
house? 

15 Are we not counted of him strangers ? for he hath sold 
us, and hath quite devoured also our money. 

16 For all the nches that God hath taken from our father, 
that is ours, and our children’s : now then, whatsoever God 
hath said unto thee, do. 

17 Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons and his wives upon 
camels; 

18 And he carried away all his cattle, and all his goods which 
he had gotten, the cattle of his getting, which he had gotten in 
Padon-aram, for to to Isaac Ms father in the land of Canaan. 

91 So he fled with all that he had; and he rose up, and 
passed over the river, and set his face toward the mount Gilead. 

92 And it was told Lation on the third day that Jacob was 
fled. 

98 And he took his brethren with him, and puntued after 
him seven days’ journey; and they overtook him in the mount 
Gilead. 


Brfibotxoks upon Grn. uri.— T he inordiRaie love of ihs worid, 
and grisv in g at tibe tamporsl prosperity of othorS, sie saMag the 
worst psssioas which can poUute and degrade the nature of man. 
Ood never withdraws his presence from his people, and he will say 
to them at death, Return, my ransomed omldmn, home. 0 how 
pleasing, when heads of ftmilies live in Christian f^owship, looking 
together to a new^oovenont God! If pious and fliithfUl servants are 
at sm time rewarded fay the moroseneas and cruelty of graceless 
ibastep, let them rejoice that they are interested in a speciid provi- 
dence! who watches over their souls, and who often, in a most 


i^OD of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Qod and Father of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, we draw near unto thee 
in the exercise of prayer. O give iw the boldness and the 
humility of faith, that we may come boldly unto the throne of 
gr^, because our great High Priest has gone into the heavens 
to intercede and to prepare mansions of glory and rest for all 
who love him and believe in his name. 

We adore thee as the heart-searcliing God. Thou seest not 
as man seeth ; man looketh on the outward appearance, but 
thou lookest on the heart. Thou art the Lord who searchest 
all hearts, and understandest all the imaginations of the 
thoughts. With what fervour then ought we to pray, Let 
the meditations of our heart be acceptable in thy sight, 0 
Lord, our strength and our Redeemer. O that our heart were 
right in the sight of God. Divine Spirit, where can we look 
but to thee for this blessing? Graciously accomplish the 
promise, I will put my Spirit within you. 

May practical and useful effects be produced on our mind 
by the Word of God wc have now read. Presence us from a 
worldly, sordid spirit, which was so much exemplified by Laban. 
May we be enabled to avoid in ourselves what appears so odious 
in others. May we see the emptiness and vanity of earthly 
treasures, when compared with treasures of grace. O give us 
the treasures of faith, humility, love, and zeal. Mercifully 
look down upon us, as a family, while we pray, Tlie Lord 
bless us, and keep us ; the Lord make his face to shine upon 
us, and be gracious unto us ; the Lord lift up his countenance 
upon us, and give us peace. As thou didst to Israel, put thy 
name upon us and bless us. 

Preserve us from the sin of envy, and teach us to rejoice in 
the wealth, prosperity, and happiness of those around us. Give 
us thy Spirit, that we may suppress and subdue all tempers 
and dispositions which are opiK)8ed to thy will aud at variance 
with the peace and comfort of our fellow-men. Let all of us 
study family peace, and avoid every feeling and expression and 
action which has a tendency to disturb domestic tranquillity 
and happiness. Let Cliristian love reign in all our bourns. 
Let our love to each other be more than natural, let it be 
spiritual — that divine affection wMch is enkindled in the heart 
by the Holy Spirit, wMch many waters cannot quench, nor 
floods drown. 

May our children he filled with love to Christ : then they will 
love each other with pure hearts fervently. Teach them to 
walk in love, as Christ also hath laved them. 

We tha^ thee, O God, that there is no crisis of difficulty in 
wh^ thou dost not appear fbr thy people. Glorious promise : 
I will never leave thee ! Thou hast fulfilled this promise in 
our experience last night, in watcMng over and preserving us. 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God 
the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with 
us this dav and for ever. Ext^ to all of us thy pardoning 
matey. Hear our prayer, fiar tlie sake of Jesus our Advocate 
and Red^mer. Awn. 


FIFTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


HOSANNAS OF CHILDREN. 

Jlingw<ndd. TwUbwry, Old Bundnd. m . 

1 A IMIGHT Y Bulor of the skies, 

A Through the wide earth thy name is spread, 

And thine eternal glories rise 

O’er all the heavens thy hands have made. 

2 To thee the voices of the young 
A monument of honour raise ; 

And babes, with uninstructod tongue, 

Declare the wonders of thy praise. 

3 Thy power assists their tender age 
To bring proud rebels to the ground. 

To still the bold blasphemer’s rage. 

And all their policies confound. 

4 Children amidst thy temple throng 
To sec their great Redeemer’s face ; 

The Son of David is their song. 

And young hosannas fill the place. 

Watts, Ptf. a,p. /. 


MATTHEW XXI. 

triumphant entrance into JeriiscUem. 

A nd when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come 
to Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives, then sent Jesus 
two disciples, 

2 Saying unto them, Go into the village over against you, 
and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her : 
loose them and bring them unto me. 

3 And if any man say tught imto you, ye shall say, The Lord 
hath need of them ; and straightway he will send them. 

4 All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which w'as 
spoken by the prophet, saying, 

6 Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh 
unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt, the foal of 
on ass. 

6 And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded 
them, 

7 And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their 
clothes, and they set him thereon. 

8 And a veiy great multitude spread their garments in the 
way; others cut down brandies from the trees, and strawed 
them in the way. 

9 And the multitudes that went before and that followed, 
cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David ; Blessed is he that 
cx)mcth in the name of the Lord ; Hosanna in the highest : 

10 And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was 
moved, saying, Who is this ? 

11 And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of 
Nazareth of Galilee. 

12 And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all 
them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the 
tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold 
doves. 

13 And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called 
the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. 

14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple ; 
and he healed them. 

15 And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful 
things that he did, and the children crying in the temple, and 
saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore dis- 
pleas^, 

16 And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And 
Jesus saith unto them. Yea; have ye never read, Out of the 
mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise ? 


BETLEcnoNS UPON Matt. xxt.— The mount of Olives dionld remind 
ns of the numerons nights our Saviour spent in prayer. The instmo- 
tions given to his dimples respecting the colt strikingly prodbim 
his divine omniscience. In him wo see the most minute propheoies 


fulfilled. Christ appeared most lovely in his oondesoension imd 
meekness;— like him, may we be meek and lowly jn heart! His 
laws are wise, meroifhl, and just; and his loving and loyal people 
yield implicit and ready obedienoe to all his commands. If Jesus 
reigns on the throne of our affections, we will consider no sacrifices 
too great to mako for hin sake, or too precious to promote the interests 
of his kingdom. Jesus our Immanum is Wondmhl, BSii all natioxu 
shall hear the fame of his wonderful name, and priuoes pay their 
homage at his feet. Degraded is the heart of those where oovetous* 
ness fills the throne. May our hearts be temples of the Holy Ghost, 
filled with divine light, and warned with divine love. Oh ! may the 
wonders of Christ’s person fill our hearts with delight, and our mouths 
with praise. ** Blessed Jesus ! let all the people praise thee. Amen.” 

PRAYEK, 

^ OD the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the olgeot, the only 
object of religious homage and adoration, we prostrate 
ourselves before thee at the dose of another day, in tihe name 
of Jesus, to supplicate thy salvation ; we remice that we cannot 
weary thee by our continued applications. W hile earthl]^ kings 
are approached with diflSculty, and seldom, and only in one 
place, the way to thy mercy-seat is ever open, all impediments 
are removed, the gates of gospel- grace stand open night and i 
day, and the eye of thy pity never slumbers or deeps. 

Holy and divine Spirit, bless the Word of unerring truth and 
wisdom we have now read. May we exercise a lively faith in 
thy Word ; may it prove to us a quickening word, constantly 
working in our hearts and consciences, exciting within us 
unfeigned love, lively zeal, the deepest humilitjr, persevering 
diligence, and patient continuance in weU-doing. By this 
blessed guide may we be taught fidelity in our duty to God 
and all around ns ; and thus go onward in our Christian course, 
encouraged by the hope of being finally translated to the 
heavenly world, ‘to be ever with the Lord, 

Holy Saviour, we adore thee as God equal with the Father, 
and would ascribe to thee that divine honour and praise which j 
the inhabitants of heaven ascribe to the Father and thyself. 
Blessing and honour and glory and power be unto him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. 
We rejoice, O Jesus, that thou art the King of Zion. In thy 
divine nature, and in thy mediatorial glory, thou art infinitely 
exalted above all earthly princes, yea, above aU the princi- 
palities and powers in the heavenly places. TJiou hast a name 
above every name ; for at thy name every knee shall bow, and 
every tongue confess that thou art Lord. We adore thee and 
acknowledge thee as the Lord our Saviour. Come, thou Prince 
of Peace, and reign over us. 

Teach, by thy Spivit, our dear children before thee to imitate 
the Utile children in Jerusalem, who proclaimed and sung before 
the Saviour in the streets and in the temple, Hosanna to the 
Sonof David; Hosanna in the highest. 

Teach our rulers, and the great and mighty of our land and 
of the earth, to bow before thy sceptre, O Immanuel. Soon 
may thy mediatorial dominion extend over the whole earth. 

O hasten that blessed day. 

We tbank thee, O Lord, for the renewed and continued 
mercies of the past day, not only in things which concern the 
body and time, out also in those which conoem the soul and 
eternity. Whatever thy pure eyes have’ seen amiss in our 
thoughts, words, or de^, graciously fi)rgive. 

We oommend ourselves, and all in whom we are interested, 
to thy providential care this night. Defend our souls and 
bodies from aU those dangers to which we are oonstantlv 
exposed ; and may we be so invigorated and refredied with 
sleep and rest, as to enter upon the duties eff another day with 
alacrity, vigour, and joy. All we ask is in. Jesus’ name,^ to 
whom, with thyself and the Holy Spirit, be ascribed unceaudng 
praises. Amen. 


HfTH WlSK.~-THim»I>AY HOBMINQ. 


. lOKtNa eoD A VBwvex. ^ ^ 

ttmUmOlU^ (ImbloOhiipd. Sri^Pm, ««. . 

1 tYSAB nfiige of S 17 ureary aoul, 

A/ On mridwb rue, 

Oa thee, whim wrae of troablo loU, 

Hf MaHag hope lelieB. 

‘4 To thee I tdl each riamg grief, 

Tat ihon idone oaast heal ; 

w(uri oaa bring a eweet relief 
For ereiy pain I fbel. 

S But, 0 ! when g^tny doobta prevail, 

I llMv to call fliee mine ; 

The epringi itt oomlbrt eemn to fail. 

Ana all my ht^ decline. 

• Siaaai 

. GENESIS XXXI. 

Ofmumt tuf /owt and jCaton. 

fpHEN Jjaban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob bad pitched his 
A tent m the mount : and Laban with hia brethi^ pitch^ 
in the mount of OQead. 

. 26 And Laban said to Jacob, What hast thou done, that 
thou hast stolen away unt^wares to me, and carried away my 
daughters, as captive takva with the sword? 

27 Wher^ne didst thou flee away secretly, and steal away 
from me; and didst not tell me, that I might have sent 
thee away with mirth, and with songs, with tabret, and with 
lurp? 

28 And hast not suffered me to kiss my sons and my 
daughters ? thou hast now done foolishly in »o doing. 

29 It is in the power of my hand to do you hurt : but the 
Qod of your father spake unto me yesternight, saying. Take 
thou hera that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad. 

80 And now, though thou wouldest needs be gone, because 
tltou sore longest after thy father's house, yet wherrfore hast 
thou stolen my gods ? 

81 And Jacob answered and said to Laban, Because 1 was 
afraid ; for 1 said, Feradventnre thou wouldest take by force 
thy daughters from' me. 

86 And Jacob was wroth, and chode with Laban: and 
Jacob answered and said to Laban, What i$ my. trespass? 
ribit w my sin, that thou hast so hotly pursued after me? 

42 Except the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and 
the fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely thou hadst sent me 
away now empty. God hath seen my affection and the labour 
of my hands, and rebuked thee yesternight. 

48 And Laban answered and said unto Jacob, These daugh- 
ters are my daughters, and these children an^e. my children, and 
these cattle are my cattle, and all that thou seest is mine : and 
what can I do this day unto these my daughters, or unto their 
children which they have bom ? 

44 Now therefine come thou, let us make a covenant, I and 
thou ; and let it be for a witness between me and thee. 

45 And Jacob topk a stone, and set it wfor a pillar. 

46 And Jacob sidd unto hu brethren, .Gather stones; and 
th^.took stones, and hiade an heap : and they cfld eat there 
upon the hew. 

54 .Then JW>b offrrfed aacriflee upon the mount, and called 
his brethren to eat bread: and they did eat bread|, and tarried 
aE xught in the mount. 

65 And early in the moming^Labaa rose vf, and Iriased his 
sons and his daughters, and blembd them : and Laban departed, 
and returned unto his place. 

fiznaHiioirB urmr Qaw. xas . — dose xelatioiuMp i% no asourity 
agidnat the moat nalevelent earayttma. Unpriaoij^fed, oovetons 
aMn,vhifotlwmaalv«a loaded uuerqndotwly heap fUsc 

aeouMtums upon •the insooent* and aariagly attempt to ooaoeal thaix 


enmity and jealousy under fklse profesrions of iriondriiip nnd aflbo' 
tiem. God is the guardian of his saints, and in times of the greatest 
danger, lays efbotnal restraints upon their ferious enemies. What 
force the history of depraved num givea to the wise oounsel of Qod ! 
— '' Trust not m man, trust not in piinoea, whose breath is in their 
nostrils ; in that very day, their thoughts perish.*’ Attempted 
aTOlogies tar ainfel oourses only make guilt more aggravated, and the 
offender more odious. Bifferenoos among friends cannot be too soon 
healed, nor covenants of peace too soon settled. It is lovely to sco 
the i^'uied and the aggneved moat readily bnrying differences in 
oblivion. May it be our happiness, as it is our prmlege, to enter 
into covenant with Christ, then we ahall receive " the sure mercice 
of Davii” 


PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, the God of salvation and grace, encou- 
" raged to draw near tmto ‘thee in the name of the chief 
i Shepherd and Bishop of souls, we adore thee as the Creator, 
the Owner, and the Disposer of all things. Thou didst make 
the world, and all things that are therein : thou art the Lord 
of heaven and earth. The sea is thine, for thou modest it, 
and thy bands formed the dry land. Every beast of the forest 
is tbine, and the cattle upon a thousand biUs. The earth is 
thine, O Lord, and the fruness thereof; the world, and all Ifee 
inhabitants who dwell upon its surface. Yea, the heavens are 
thine, even the heaven of heavens, with all their host. 

- Thou hast continued tbine undeserved kindness with us 
diuing another night. While the ^es of some have been 
closed in death during the past night, our eyes are opened to 
see the light of another day. Open the eyes of our soul to see 
wonderful things in thy laws ; open our eyes to see the glorious 
beams of the Sun of Righteousness. We thank ihee, heavenly 
Father, for thy mercies, temporal and spiritual, which now flu 
the cup of our lot. It is a good thing to give thoOks unto thee, 
O Lord, and to smg praises unto thy name, O Most High. 

Whet are we, that we should be aUowed to approach a throne 
of mercy, who deserve to have been placed before a throne of 
judgment ? Wonderftd grace I that we should be permitted to 
touch the golden sceptre of thy grace and live, who deserve to 
be destroyed with the iron roa of thy vengeance. We oome 
to thy throne, not because we are worthy, but because thou art 
merciful. We come because thou hast found out a ransom, 
even thy well-beloved Son, who died to remove our guilt, 
and who rose again to show that his sacrifice was accrated 
for this great end. We oome to thy throne, for thou hast 
said, Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of 
the world ! 

Take our children nou> bt^ore thee, and make them thine. 
Let them be among the wmber of thy jewels, and preserved 
safe in the cabinet of thy love from the cruel purposes of 
Satan the destroyer. 

Meroifal God, thou who didst preserve Jacob fit>m ruin 
when he was exposed to the wrath of Laban, O preserve us 
from the wicked designs of all our enemies. Eradicate fiY>m 
our every envious «md malignant passion, arid preserve 

us from the envious and malignant passions of others. When 
we are exposed to the rage of men, may we be preserved as 
under tlw gracious pavilion. Give us grace to study and 
s 5 ek family peace, and car^ly to cultivate the aflbetion of 
our rdatives. May we learn from thee, O Jesus, the Christian 
and Divine lesson of forgiving and forgetting iiyuries; then 
■hall we be able oonacientiously to offer up that prayer, 
Fcigive us our taespasses, as we ftnrgive them who trespass 
against us. In all the duties and engagements of the day, 
may we be enabled to' exemplify the Christian graces. We 
rrirnmnnii ouTselves to thy guidance and care. O hear and 
answer our supplication, for Jesus our Redeemer’s eakC' 
Amen. 

R O 


PIITH WEEK.— THUESDAY EVENING. 


BAINTB YIOTORIOUB. 

Owqmd* Brntm* BvfcXk* o* m. 

1 piBEAT Leader of thine liraors host, 

^ We riiout thy conquering name 
Legions of fbes beset thoo round, 

^ And legions ded with shame. . 

2 A victory gloriohs and complete, 

Thou by thy death didst gain ; 

So in thy cause may we contend, 

And death itself sustain ! 

'3 By our illustrious General fired. 

We no extremes would fear ; 
rreparod to struggle and to bleed. 

If thou, 0 Lord ! be near. 

Doookidoe. 

MATTHEW XXI. 

The hoATtn wed wicked /luebandmen. 

A ND he left them, and went out of the city, into Bethany ; 
and he lodged there. 

18 Now in the morning as he returned into the city, he 
hungered. 

19 And when lie saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, 
and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it. 
Let no fniit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And pre- 
scntly the fig tree withered away. 

20 And when the disciples saw it, they marvelled, saying. 
How soon is the fig tree withered away ! 

21 Jesus answered and said unto them. Verily I say unto 
you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ve shall not only do this 
which is done to the fig tree, but also, if ye shall say unto 
this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the 
sea; it shall be done. 

22 And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer believ- 
ing, ye shall receive. 

33 Hear another parable ; There was a certain householder, 
which planted a vin^ard, and hedged it round about, and 
dig^ a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to 
husbandmen, and went into a for country : 

3i And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his 
servants to the husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits 
of it. 

35 And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, 
and killed another, and stoned another. 

36 Again, he sent other servants more than, the first : and 
they did unto them likewise. 

37 But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying. They 
will reverence my son. 

38 But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among 
themselves. This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us 
seize on his inheritance. 

39 And they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, 
and slew him, 

4G When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what 
will he do unto those husbandmen ? 

41 They say imto him, He wfll miserably destroy those 
wicked men, and will let out his vineyard unto other him- 
bondmen, which shall render him the firmts in their seasons. 

42 Jesus saith unto them. Did ye never read in the scrip- 
tures. The stone which the builders rejected, the same is 
become the head of the comer : this is the Lord’s doing, and 
it is marvellous in our eyes? 

48 Therefore say 1 unto you, The kingdom of God ahall be 
taken from you, and given to a nation bringing ft)rth the fruits 
thereof. 

44 And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken ; 
but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder. 

46 And when the chief priests and Pharisees had he^ his 
parables, they perceived that he spake of them, 
se 


' 46 But when they sought to lav hands on him, th^ frared 

the multitude, because they took him for a prq^^. 

EsFLECTioirs upov Uatt. xx!*-— Exceedingly diversified were the 
suficrings of Christ. How mysterious, ho who glvafri the lions their 
food, and who hears the cry of the ravens, sufbred the pains of 
hunger for us ! They who present the pravw of faith, possess the 
richest treasure, and have power with God. May we nossess ^ 
treasure, and exercise this power The persecution of God’s saints 
is a crime of frio greatest ma^tude, which Gbd will visit with the 
heaviest vengeance. Thougn the death of Christ has proved the 
salvation of myriads, this in no degree diminished the guilt of his 
murderers. May it be our blessedness to reoeire Jesus as our Saviour; 
then we shall escape the dreadM doom of those, who impenitently 
rojoot the invitations of mercy, and despise the ofiers of grace. 

PRAYEB. 


of prayer. We thank thee for the promise of the Sf^t given 
us by thy servant Isaiah ; I will pour out my Spirit upon 
thy seed, and my blessing t^n thine ofibpring; — and for the 
renewal of this most mercifm and seasonable promise W thy 
servant Joel : I wdl pour out my Spirit upon all flesh. In the 
name of Christ, we would reverently yet confidently pray that 
thou wouldst frdfil this promise in our ex;|^rienoe ; tnen shall 
our prayers rise from our inmost souls; tnen shall we wrestle 
like Jacob, and obtain the blessing. 

We have now been permitted to read the sacred volume ; O 
mercifully impress on our treacherous hearts what we have 
now read. May the searching truths which have engaged our 
attention assist us in examining ourselves with frapartial 
scrutiny and care, that we may know whether we are in reality 
in the faith^ and have passed fix>m death to life. We are 
naturally averse to this exercise ; give us grace to conquer the 
aversion, that wo may look faithftilly into our heai^, and 
know how matters stand between God and our souls. 

We have reason to lament that, notwithstanding the rich 
enjoyment of the means of grace, we too much resemble the 
barren fig-tree. Justly mightst thou have said. Cut it down ; 
why cumbereth it the ground? Yet thou hast not cut us 
down; for, amid the greatest unwortbiness and the most 
aggravated provocations, wc are still preserved. We will give 
thanks unto the Lord, for he is good, for Kis mercy endureth 
for ever. 

Make the children of our family trees of righteousness, the 
planting qf the righUhand of thy grace, that thou mayst be 
glorified. Let them be olive plants in thy house, and fragrant 
flowers of holiness in the garden of thu Church. 

Lord, teach us to value and feithful^ to improve the xneans 
of grace. Thou art gracious in giving us tnose means, but 
thou wilt be just in requiru^ an accoimt of the manner in 
which we have used them. Convince the carelesB among us, 
that to despise the means of salvation is to despise salvation 
itself, and to pour the latest contempt upon die boundless 
mercy of God. O teacn us to honour Christ. Blessed Jesus, 
thou art the chief comer-stone, yea, the foundation and 
glmy of thy Church. Jewish priests rejected thee, and set 
dee at nought. After passing through the dreary shades 
of death, thou art now raised to the loftiest threme in 
heaven. This is the Lord’s doing, and it is ifiarveUous in 
our eyes. 

Aobept of our thanks for the mercies of the day, and let the 
sins we have committed he |;raciou8}y forgiven. We would lie 
down cm our beds trusting m thy promise, and wondering at 
ihy kindness, in mving us beds on which to rest, when Jesus 
had not where to lay head. We implore an answer tomu 
prayer, for our dear BedeemiUr’s sake. Amen. 


flFTH WEEK*— JEIDAY MORNING. 


VENfUAlNCI ON GOO's lUBECT. 

X^cmonlV OpoAIUmi. Stod. p. it 

1 ^BACIOTTS Iiord! i&oUna thine cor! 

^ My reqnetti youehwfe to hear} 

Hear my nover-oewing my } — 

Give me Ghriat; or oUe I me. 

3 Wealth and honour I diadaiUi 
Earthly oomfortSi Iiord ! ore vain : 

'These ^an never aatiofy : 

Givo me Ohriat> or else I die. 

3 Lord ! deny me what thou wilt, 

Only ease me of my guilt; 

Suppliant at thy foot I lie, 

Give me Christ, or else I die. 

Fijbtchee*8 Collect. 106. 

GENESIS XXXII. 

Jacd wUh the Angeh 

A ND Jacob went on his way, and the angelB of God met him. 
^ 2 And when Jacob aaw them, he said, This is God^s 
host : and he called the name oi that nloce Mahanaim.’i^ 

8 And Jacob sent messengers before aim to Esau his brother, 
unto the land of Seir, the country of Edom. 

6 And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came 
to tby brother Esau, and also be cometh to meet thee, and four 
hundred men with him. 

0 And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of 
my father Isaac, the Lord which saidst unto me. Return unto 
thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee : 

10 I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of 
all the truth, which tnou hast showed unto thy servant ; for 
mth my staff I passed over this Jordan, and now I am become 
two bands. 

11 DeUvor me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, 
from the hand of Esau : for I fear him, lest he will come and 
smite me, md the mother with the children. 

12 And thou saidst, I will surely do thoe good, and make thy 
seed as the sand (4 the sea, which cannot be numbered for 
multitude. 

13 And he lodged there that same night ; and took of that 
which came to his hand a present for Esau his brother. 

24 And Jacob was left alone : and there wrestled a man ulth 
him until the breaking of the day. 

25 And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, ho 
touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob’s 
thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. 

26 And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketb. And he 
said, I will not let thee go, ex^t thou bless me. 

27 And he said unto mm, W^t is thy name ? And he said, 
Jacob. 

28 And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, 
but Israel; for as a prince hast jihou power with God and with 
men, and hast prevailed. 

29 And Jac^ asked hm^ and said, Tell m, I pray thee, thy 
name; and he said. Wherefore la it fAaf thou dost a& after my 
name? And he blessed him there. 

80 And Jacob called the name of the place Feniel;t for 1 
have seen God fooe to face, and my IhEe is preterved. 

81 And he passed ovm Fennel the atm rote upon him, and 
ho halted upon his thigh. 

82 Therefore the cnildren of Israel eat not <^tbe sinew 
which shrank, which is upcm the hollow of the tbigly unto this 
day ; because he touchea the hollow of JaooVs thigh in the 
sinew that shrank. 


RswiKOifioirs jmv Gwr. mooi. — ^T he path of dntw may be often 
thepathofsufh^g} but it is always the path of safety. Hnspeak* 
cAiy great are thsiMmleges of God’s saints: they have Ine proteetkm 


« Twobosls. 


t EsOOOfG^rl 


of angels ; they have the fellowship and defbnoe of the Lord of angds 
Whm faith is in exexoiae the greatest obstacles appear inBignificant, 
and the greatest enemies seem ea grasshoppers, l^cn afQictions 
are sanotiffed they become blessings ; they arouse the energy of the 
graces, and stimulate the believer to present before the throne thoee 
earnest supplications which secure the protection of Ornnipotenoe, 
and the conrdsion and overthrow of aH his enemies. Gbd’s promiBes 
furnish the most suitable matter for prayer, and afford the greatest 
encouragement to trust in God for the answer of prayer. The fulfil- 
ment of his promises depends on no peradventuro ; it is secured by 
immutable love and inviolable truth. Let us sorioudy inmiirc, Have 
we the spirit of graoo and supplication? Fo we know wnat it is to 
wrestle with God in our intercessions before the mercy-seat ? In the 
midst of the greatest darkness and discouragoments, have wo poured 
out our supplications into our heavenly Father’s ear ? Have wo 
knocked and it was opened ? Have we asked and received ? Have 
we sought and found? Then, a prayer-hearing God is our God, and 
he will be our guide even unto death. Those places oro indeed 
Bethels where such prayers are offbred ; and they are the delighted 
prelude that we sholl at Inst appear in heaven, and see our Saviour 

face to face. ^uu -.. run ^a v w ^u.- .^w^^ u vuma-^-r^ ,^. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, thou, art the God of all grace and of all 
comfort. We would earnestly supplicate thy Spirit as a 
Spirit of prayer at this time, that our hearts, as well as our lips, 
may be engaged in acts of holy devotion. 

Thou art the almighty Jehovah, and thou dost morcifiilly 
exercise thy power in preserving thy people amid the dangers 
which assail them in their journey to their Father’s house, 
while passing through the vale of tears* Great was the danger 
to which J acob, his family, and his property were exposed, when 
his brother, burning with rage and revenge, came with four 
hundred men to destroy him. O Lord, thou didst avert the 
brother’s rage, thou didst change the storm into a calm. At 
thy command fraternal affection was enkindled in the bosom, 
where malignant and resentful passion long reined. 0 Lord, 
thou savest by thy right-hand them who put their trust in thee. 
Thou gavest to thy servant the shield of thy salvation, thy right- 
hand did hold him up, and thy gentleness did make him great. 

Thou delightest in mercy; and may we delight to seek 
mercy from him who delights to bestow it. Sanctify to us the 
afiSictions and trials of the past. May we see not only thy 
justice, but thy wisdom and goodness, in all that has befallen 
us. Jacob saw thy goodness in all he suffered — O give us 
Jacob’s faith I then shall we glorify thee in the furnace, and 
aclmowledge that in mercy thou hast afflicted us. Prepare us 
for the afflictions which are to come. Suffer us not to imagine 
that we are to escape from them in the path of duty. Let the 
words of our Saviopr ever be preservea alive in our remcm- 
brance; Through much tribulation ye must enter the kingdom. 
Bless^ Jesus, give us thy presence, counsel, and protection on 
our w^ to the heavenly Canaan. As an host of angels met 
and defended Jacob, O give tbine angels charge over us, to hold 
us im in their hon^. 

Holy Spirit, impart thy grace in the hour of testation. 
When temptations are strong, let feith be strong. The more 
the tempter strives the more may we wrestle in prayer. 

0 teach our dear children ana domestics to wrestle with God 
%n prayer betimes; then they will be preserved from ten thou^ 
sand enares. All their days may they resemble wrestling Jacob. 

Wc thahk our God for the providential care of the last 
night, and that we are now prostrate before the throne of God, 
to supplicate the salvation which is in Christ. Lord, save us ; 
save us, else we perish. Let thy grace appear this day in our 
lives and conversation. Teach us to waten over ourselves, to 
watch as under thine eye, and to watch as those who must 
give an account. 

Forrive our sins, and hear our imperfect prayers, for our 
blessed Saviour’s sake. Amen. 
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nFTH WEEK.— FBIDAY EVBlWNQ. 


WHAT WB HBSERTB. 


Shiddt. ZMlm. B0mgor- c. ir. 

1 T OED ! when I read the traitor’s doom, 

" To his own place consigned, 

What holy fear and humble hojKJ 
Alternate fill my mind ! 

2 Traitor to thee I too have been, 

But saved by matohloss grace ; 

Or else the lowest, hottest hell 
Hod surely been my place. 

3 But, lo ! (what wondronSi matchless love !) 

I call a place my own, 

On earth, within the Gospel sound, 

And at thy gracious throne. Ryland. 


MATTHEW XXII. 

Hie Marriage of the Kin^e -Son. 

A nd Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, 
and said, 

2 The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which 
made a marriage for his son, 

8 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden 
to the wedding ; and they would not come. 

4 Again, lie sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them 
which are bidden. Behold, I have prepared my dinner : my oxen 
and my failings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto 
the marriage. 

5 But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his 
farm, another to his merchandise : 

6 And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them 
spitefully, and slew them, 

7 But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth : and he 
sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and 
burned up their city. 

8 Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but 
they which were bidden were not worthy. 

9 Go yc therefore into the highways, and as many as ye 
shall find, bid to the marriage. 

10 So those servants went out into the highways, and 
gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and 
good : and the wedding was furnished with mests. 

11 And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw 
there a man which had not oh a wedding garment : 

12 And he saith unto him. Friend, how earnest thou in hither 
not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. 

13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and 
foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; 
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

14 For many are ^Ued, but few are chosen. 

16 Then went thcPbari8CC8,and took counsel how they might 
entangle him in hie talk. 

16 And th^ sent out unto him their disciples with the 
Herodi^ns, saying. Master, we know that thou art true, and 
tcachest the way of God in truth, neither eaiest thou for any 
man : for thou regardest not the person of men. 

17 Tell us therefore, what thmkest thou? Is it lawful to 
give tribute unto Caesar, or not ? 

18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why 
tempt ye me, ^6 hypocrites? 

19 Shew me the tribute money. And they brought unto 
him apenOT. 

M “6 saith unto' them. Whose ie this image super* 
scriptioii ? 

21 They w unto him, Cassaris. Then saith he unto them. 
Bender therefinre unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s: 
ODd unto God the things that ore God’s. 
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Bbplbottobs took MiTT. xxn.— JFHn has exposed ow rw tc 
spiritoal starvation and misery; but God, in the overflewixM or has 
mercy, has provided a rich fbast of the ohoioest ^iritnal dainnes, ibat 
perishing, starvinff, miserable souls may fireeljr partake of what is 
frroly presented, they may eat and be satisned, and remember 
their sorrows no more. Ihough we are ly nature outcasts, aliens, 
and rebels, he invites us to partake of w bountiftil and gracious 
pmvision, in language the most condescending, persuasive, and loving. 
He says, ''Eat, 0 friends ! yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved ! ” Lei. 
us greaGy adniire the wisdom of Ohris^ blended with the gieatest 
mildness, humility, and meekness, which shone so bright in the 
presence of enemies, whose malicious csraft was minglea with the 
greatest enmity and envy. 

I PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, though we are leas thou the least of all 
thy mercies, yet we would come boldly to thy throne in 
the name of Christ. Thou art the God of our aalvation. O aay 
to tis as a family and as indmduals, O aay to all our bdor^ 
relatives, 1 am tue Lord thy God, the Holy one of Israel, thv 
Saviour. O for that liv^, apnroj^ating fiuih, which will 
enable us to address thee in the oeUeving language of David ! 
Thou art the God of our rock ; in thee we t^t : thou art 
our shield, and the horn of our salvation; our high tower, our 
refuge, and our Saviour. Blessed shall we be, if we are enabled 
each one' with Mary to exclaim. My soul doth magnify the 
Lord, and my q[>irit hath rgoiced in God my Saviour. 

We acknowledge with gratitude the go^esa whidi Ims 
passed before us this day, and at the same time our nhsolnte 
unworthiness of the sm^est token of thy kindness. Holy 
Spirit, enable us with hmnilify to see the aggravation of our 
sins in the multitude and in the greatness of thy merdea. 
While we thank thee for daily blessineB, we woiM confess 
daily sms, and implore forgiveness through our Saviour's blood. 
May each one of us be dim in the armour of grace ; then shaU 
we successfully contend with sin, and obtain distinguiBhed 
victories over all our powerfiil corruptions. 

Let the Word we have now read hie a ligfet unto our feet and 
a lamp unto our patiis, and may it be profitable for correction, 
and for inatruction in righteoumesa. 

Enable our dear children to take thy Word for theb^ com- 
eelhr. May they me it ae a lamp to guide them eafely through 
the dark night of human life, and by Ut bleated beam* may they 
be conducted at last to the j^arly gate* heaven. 

Gradous Saviour, we rejoice thou hast rormed and established 
a kingdom on earth, even thy Church, which' thou hast enriched 
with privileges and ordinances. Mny we not merely be the 


thee as our only Lord. We praise thee that as the Kin^ of 
Zion then hast prepared a goqiel-feaBt, to whidi all are innted 
whose privily It is to hear the.joyfol sound. We would rddee 
that 'Wudom hath builded her house, that she hath killed her 
beasts, and furnished her tables, and that hd: ministers are 
char^ to deliver the following graddus invitation : 'V^oso is 
simme, let him turn in hither; oode eat of my bread, and 
dri^ of the wine whidh I have mingled. Pyeadwe ns from 
the tin of deqnsing the invitaticins of thy me^ to partake ot 
the inroviskm « the goi^>foast, even the blessinp of sdvation. 
OLor^thy wrath imonin with awfol against those who 
die r^eoting the oflbe of tl^ meroy. Give us^ O Jeans, the 
weddh^wsaimeni of tiiy righteousness. May we live no longer 
without this ghniona robe. 

We commend ouxadves, and all pur friends, to thy dare and 
mer^ tins night. O spre^ over ua we blea^ wings pf thy 
gradona power. Aoeefd; pur pexaons, and hear our ptnjen, 
throuffh the mediadon of our Xord and Saviour, who is the 


through the mediadon of our Lord and Saviour, who fy the 
same yesterday, to>daj, and for dver. Amen. 


wma mm.^»kTvm>AY mobking . 


RKS{OirAnON. 

Soctt^r* 

1 I^T times of aonoir sod of jvy, 

Omt Ckidl SOB ia &y hsm ; 

JiCjr ohoiosirt comforts oomo from ^ee, 
And go *t tfay eommand. 

2 If thou shouldst take them all away, 

Yet orould I not repine ; 

Befare tiiey were posaeased by me, 
’!niey were entirely thine. 

3 Nor would I drop a anmnuring word, 

Though the whole world were gone. 
But seek enduring happiness 
In thee, and thw done. 


e. M. 


Bsodomb. 


GENESIS XXXIII. 

MMtjiW <if ioioii and Amu. 

A ND Jacob M«d up nis eym^ "and looked/ and, behold, 
^ Esauicam^ and with him four hundred men. And he 
divided the children unto Leah, and unto Bachel, and unto the 
two handmaids. 

2 And he put the handmaids and their children foremost, 
and ^ah and her children after, and Bachel and Joseph 
hindermoBt. 

3 And he passed over before them, and bowed himself to 
the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother. 

4 And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell 
on Ais neck, and kissed him : and they wept. 

5 And he lifted w his eyes, and saw the women and the 
children j and said, who are those with thee ? And he said. 
The children which God hath graciously given thy servant. 

6 Then the handmaidens came near, they and their children, 
and th^ bowed themselves. 

7 And Leah also with her children came near, and bowed 
themselves : and after came Joseph near and Rachel, and they 
bowed themselves. 

8 And ho said. What meanett thou by all this drove which 

1 met ? And he said, These are to find grace in the sight of 
my lord. . 

9 And Esau said, I have enough my brother j keep that 
thou hast unto thyself. 

10 And Jacob said. Nay, I pray thee, if now I have found 
nace in thy dSght, then receive my present at my hand : for 
therefore I have seen tiiy fSsice, as though I had seen tlie' free 
of God, and thou wast pleased with me. 

11 Tak^ I pray thee, my blessing that is brought to thee ; 
because God hath dealt graciously with me, and because 1 
have enough. And he urged him, and he took it. 

12 And he said. Let us take our journey, and let us go, and 
I will go before thee. 

18 And he said unto him. My Lord knoweth that the 
ohilchen are tender, and the flocks and herds with young are 
with me : and if men should overdrive them one day, all the 
flock will die. 

14 Let my lord, I ]my thee, pass over, before bis servant : 
and 1 will lead on softly, accorcung as the cattle that goeth 
beflne me and the children be able to endure, until I come 
rmto my krd unto Seir. 

16 .And Esau said, Let me now leave with 'thee some of the 
folk that are with me. And he said, WJutt needeth it ? Idt 
me And grace in the sight of my lord. 

16 So Esau returned that day on his way unto Seir. 

17 And Jacob journeyed to Suoooth, and built him an 
honae, and made booths for his cattle : therefore fhe name of 
tlfo pLtoe is edled Suocoth.’i' 

18 And Jacob came to Shalem a dfr of Shechem, which is 
in the land of Canaan, when he came »»n Padan^oam ; and 

~ Ms tent before the ci^. 


19 And he bought a parcel of a field, where he had spread 
liis font, at the hand of the diildren of Hamor, Shcchem’s 
father, for an hundred pieces of money. 

20 And he erected there an altar, and called it El-clohe-Israel. 

Recxecxiohs upoh Gsk. ^m.~Though God promises his people 
protection from their enemies, the proper use of moans of defence 
are not rendered less necessary, and it is much better to disarm an 
adversaiy by kindness, than to resist him by might. Let us implicitly 
rely on God in times of danger and fear, as the God of our solvation ; 
sMing foat by his great power and mercy he can level mountains of 
diffloulties, dispd douds the most ominous, and convert enemies the 
most foldable, into friends the most active, generous, and usefiti: 
Esau wished to bo the breaker up of the wav to Jacob : but Jesus is 
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wuling to be the breaker up of our way; let us therefore most readily 
embrace his guidance, and let us most confidently follow his footsteps. 
Then we shaU go on our way rejoicing, singing as wo go, Ihe Lord 
of hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our refiige.*' 



PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, we would approach thee in the name of 
^ Christ, and draw near with coi^dence and love, as children 
draw near to their earthly parents. What are earthly parents — 
what are the nearest and dearest of earthly friends— compared 
with thee? Thy love is the most tender and compassionate, and 
thy mercy vast as thine infinitude and eternal as thy tlmne. 

When we meditate on thy government over the universe, but 
in particular over the Church, we would take up the language 
of the Psalmist, and sing, Let the heavens he g^, and let the 
earth rejoice, and let them say among the heathen, the Lord 
reigneth. As a family we would rejoice because of the unspeaa- 
able benefits wc have enjoyed under the reign of thy provi- 
dence; but more particularly for the advantages and privneges 
we are enjoying under thy reign of thy grace. 

We have been rebellious subjects, and have made ourselves 
infinitely unworthy of the blessings and privileges of thv 
gracious reign. As Manaaseh humbled himself and prayed, 
and God was entreated, so may we humble ourselves and pray; 
then we shall find through Christ that thou our God shalt be 
entreated, and wilt graciously pronounce upon us a sentence 
of pardon and acceptance. Glory to thy blessed name, that 
thou art able to be just, and at the same time the justifier of 
those who believe in Jesus. Fulfil in us that delightiW and 
encouraging promise. Surely shall one say, In the Lord have 
1 righteousness and strength. It is in thee alone that all the 
seed of Israel shall be justified, and shall glory. In thee may 
we be justified, and then shall we for ever glorify thy name. 

Bless to us the reading of the Scriptures. May we search 
them with care, that we may find the pearl of great price. 
By its glorious beams may wc be ever guid^ in the way of 
p^c. O that we could pray with the Psalmist, Make us to 
to go in the way of thy commandments, for therein do wc 
deUght. 

Sanctify to us all the afflictions of life. When providences 
are dark, may we rejoice that thy promises are bright; and 
when all is gloomy to the^eye of sense, may our eye of faith be 
vigorons aim livdy, and liehold with joy the exceeding and 
et^al weight of glory which follows the trials of the d^ert. 

Ifave mercy on our children and eervants b^ore thee,* give 
them the shield cf thy grace; then will they be prepared^ the 
ilU cf human Itfe, which none can escape. 

We thank thee for all our mercies, personal, finnily, relative, 
and national. When we think on what thou hast done for us 
all our journey through, we have reason with thy servant to 
aeknowle^, m accents of gratitude and praise, God hath 
dealt gradouflly with us. 

We bless tliM for the mercies of another night, and implore 
the guidance of our God in dischamng the duties of another 
day. Hear ui^ for the sake of our Lora and Saviour. Amen. 

fta 


flPTH WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENING. 


iDVlNa OOD. 

* 

fkmpIM. Dwmtrn, Rippon, UlvtrtUm. •« *• 

1 VES, I would love theo, blessed Ood ! 

A Paternal goodness marics thy nonio ! 

Thy praises, through thy high abode, 

The heavenly hosts with joy proclaim. 

2 Freely thou gav’st thy dearest Son 
For man to suffer, bleed, and die ; 

And bidd’st me, as a wretch undone. 

For all I want on him rely. 

3 In him thy reconciled face 
With joy unspeakable I see ; 

And feel thy jpowerflil, wondrous grace 
i)rnw, and uiute my soul to thee. 

4 Wliene’or my foolish, wandering heart. 

Attracted by a creature’s power. 

Would from this blissM centre start, 

Lord, fix it there to stray no more ! 

1). Tcbncb. 

MATTHEW XXII. 

TKe Returreetum. 

in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given 
in marriage, hot are aa the angels of God in heaven. 

81 Hut as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye 
not read that which was spoken unto you by Ood, smng, 

82 I am the God of AWaham, and the God of Isaac, and 
the Ood of Jacob ? God is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living. 

88 And when the multitude heard thi», they were astonished 
at his doebinc. 

34 But when the Pharisees had heard that he hod put the 
Saddneees to silence, they were gathered together. 

35 Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a 
question, tempting him, and saying, 

86 Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 

87 Jesus said unto him. Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all ftjr heart, and with nil thy soul, and with all thy mind. 

88 This is the first and great commandment. 

89 And the second is like unto it. Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyselfi 

■10 On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets. 

41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked 
them, 

42 Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? 
They say unto him, The son of David. 

48 He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call 
him Lord, saying, 

44 The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right 
hand, till I make thine enemies tlnr footstool ? 

45 If David then call him Lord, how is he his son? 

46 And no man was aide to answer him a word ; neither 
durst any man from that day finrth ask him any more questions. 


REFUonoirs rpow IC&rr. xxn.— Every day of our lives we abnnld 
seriously romembor the resutreetioa day, that solenm day, when tho 
etmul destinies of men shall be proolaimed brfore an assembled 
nniveiM. Thon|^ human and eaitoly ralationshim »h»ll then have 
no sxistenoo, yet if we ore now savingly r^tea to Jesu^ as our 
Saviour and Husband, we jSnd on mat day <mr uffio n to him 
u n c h angi ng and eternal, a^d also our relation to all soints as brothren 
endless os God’s thrtmo. Is tho essence of the Gospel of loset 
Under its divine influence may our hearts be filled with love to its 
anther, its dootrines, and ordinanoes. Is the essence of Christ’s law 
tors f May tho Holy Spirit enablo us to receive his law with love, 
10 


and firom a principle of love to yield a ready evangalioal obedience 
to all his precepts. 0 1 -may our hearts breathe love, may our lips 
utter the mqffeeaions of holy love, and niay our lives fiuniah the 
diq>layB and illustrate the innuenoe of divine love I Often we have 
read, often we have heard of Christ’s exo o Uenoe, Christ’s suitableness, 
of the graces of his humani^ and of the Various per&otions of his 
Divinity, of the merit of his righteousness and of we effleapy of hia 
intoroession. Itet us aak. Are we drown to Jesus? Has his excel* 
lenoe attracted ua ? Has his love allured us ? Have we fled to hia 
bosom for meroy? Have we surrendered to him the throne of our 
hearts ? Lord, enable us to say, " Jesiu is ur all and ut m au.” ' 


PRAYER. 

^UR Father who art in heaven, aa a family we prostrate 
A-' ourselves before thy throne, at the doae cX another week. 
Thy geiodneas and meroy have followed and surrounded ns 
from the moment of onr birth to the present time. What 
reason have we to praise thy name in a.aong, and to magnify 
thee with thankanving 1 

May divine light and power accompany what we have now 
read. While thousands and milliona of our race are left in 
midnight darkness, without one ray of revdation to guide 
their steps, we bless thee for the sacred volume, of inspired 
wisdom, which shineth as a glorious light in a dark 
Father of mercies I in thy Word c£ truth and love what 
endless glory shines i for ever be thy name ad<»ed and praised 
for these celestial lines of truth, meroy, and love 1 
We bless God for the glorious discovery of the resurreotion 
at the last day. May our hopes of the resnrrectian of our 
bodies be placed on the righteousness of Christ aloite; arid 
may the prospect of that blessed event deliver us from tiie 
fear of death. As an evidence that we are delivered from 
the sting of death, may our hearts be filled with tho love of 
God. O divine Spirit, enkindle in our souls the sacred flame; 
then shall wc love the Lord our Ood with all our hoar^ with 
all our soul, and with all our mind. Convince ua that, if we 
are without the love of our neighbour, we are without the 
love of God. Impress our min£ more than they have ever 
been, that love is the essence of the Gospel, and the ftilfiHing 
of the law. May we therefore walk in love, as Christ also 
hath loved us. 

Thou art s^ing to lu in thy Word, What think ye of 
Christ? Alas, 0 Jesus, we have tw often thdug^t of thee with 
indifference ! we have looked upon thte as a root sprung out 
of a dry ground, that had no form or comelineM. O that 
each oneof luoo^d re^y to this moat intereating and peracmal 
question, Thou art white and ruddy, Hie chiefest among ten 
thousand and altogether lovely. 

Dome fifatitotir, apwar in thy IdveUsuss and grace to our 
dear children now Ix^e thee. Let thy love arise within them. 
Soon may thy love possess their souls ; /Am wiU iltey et^oy 
the distinguished honour qf havit^ devoted to thy glory the 
golden period of their days. 

May we remember with j(^ tiiat to-morrow ia the Sabbath 
of the Lord. To ua, and to thoosanda, iuay it prove a' day 
of reet. If we enter thy courts, may our mi^ receive 
from thee thoee feelinge, viewi^ grades, and aflfoctione— that 
hungering and thirsting aftnr righteouaneas, without wl^h 
we cannot properly wait upon thee in tiiine eartiily Mm^naiy. 
On thy day may we be pe^pared to answer thie kind 
merciful question of our Lewd : What ia thy petilum, and 
what ia thy request ? May onr petition be. To reonve Ebea 
into our hearts by faith, and to be filled wiiJi the 
abort. ' 

We commit our bodies and onr souls this night to thy eate, 

O Lord. Hear our prayen, and forgive onr itunmen^lde 
transgreeaiona, for Jesna our Mediator’s sake. Amen. * 



SIXTH WBEK«~SABBATH MOENQTG. 


CAMZKQ ON 000. 

J M dki 0t <m. W l^ ch tt ler , t.ii. 

1 rpHEE will T lore, 0 Lari, my stmgthi 
^ My fodk, my towmri my hi^h defenoe; 

Thy mighty orm ahall he my tnuti 

For I fai?e foxmi ealyation th^oe. 

2 I)eath, and ihe tenrors of tiie gravei 
Stood round me yn&x their diamal shade ; 

"While floods of h^ temptations roso, 

And made my sinking soul afraid. 

4 In my distress I called^ Hy Oodl 
When I could scarce heUeve him mine ; 

Ho bowed his ear h) my complaint, 

Then did his grace appear dime. 

6 Great were my fears, my foes were great, 

Muoh was Hhm strength, and more their rage ; 
ButXIhrist, my Lord, is conqueror still, 

In all the wars that devils wage. 

Mv/ww^ Watts, Pt, 1 8, p. /. 

PSALM XVIII. 

TKe Mtfjtaty ef €hd, 

I WILL love thee, O Loud, my strength. 

2 The liOE0 is my rook and my fortress, and my deliverer; 
my God, my strength, in whom I wiU trust ; my buckler, and 
tiie horn of mv salvation, and my high tower. 

8 I will call upon the Lord, who ia worthy to be praised : 
so shall I be saved from mine enemies. 

4 The sorrowa of death compassed me, and the floods of 
0 Bgodly mmi made me afraid. 

6 The sorrows of hell compassed me about : the snares of 
death prevented me. 

6 In mv distress I called upon the Lord, and cried unto my 
God : he heard my voice out of Ms temple, and my cry came 
before him, even into his ears. 

7 Then the earth shook and trembled ; the foundations also 
of the hi]^ moved and were shaken, because he was wroth. 

8 There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of 
his mouth devoured : coals were kindled by it. 

9 He bowed the heavens also, and came down : and darkness 
wa$ under his feet. 

10 And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly : yea, he did fly 
upon the wings of the wind. 


11 He made darkness his secret place ; his pavilion round 
about him were dark waters and thick clouds* of the skies. 

12 At the brightness that was before him his thick clouds 
passed, hail stones and coals of fire. 

18 The Lord also thundered in the heavens, and the Highest 
gave his voice ; hail stones and coals of fire. 

14 Yea, he sent out his arrows, and scattered them ; and he 
shot out HghtningB, and discomfit^ them. 

16 Then the ohonxiels of waters were seen, and the foun- 
dations of the world weere disoovered at thy rebuke, O Lord, at 
the Uast of the breath of fity nostrils. 

id He sent from above, he took me, he drew me out oi 
many waters. 

Bbfleotxokb xtpor PffiLiJi xvitL— Bv frith the believer can look 

r tbe ditine perfections, and see nis personal interest in item 
Feeling his own ignoranc^ he sees his interest in the divine 
omnisoienoe; freling his own folly, he sees his interest in the divine 
Wisdom; ftriing his own weakness, be sees his intirest k divine 

m flM^s gnttf^muhip and deilnoe. ifhe elements of lieavsciK*-fl]:e, 
lightniiHI^ min, snow, hail; fto waves of the sea, the raging of the 
wmds> the tem^^ the wh^wind, and the earthquake, ftirnish awM 
disfdays of Goa’s ^wer, and dreadfol manifestations of his justice I 
How delightflili-^the believer can say, in the midst of the storm, 
and during its deS 9 lations, I am safe; my God and Saviour controls 


aQ, and directs all, for the interests of his Church, and for the 
gloi% of his mriesty. He can say, when ungodly nations quake 
for fear, “ This God is my God, and he will be my guide, oven unto 
death.” He is my reflige and my strength, who con make mo afraid? 
As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, I am safe in an impreg- 
nable fortress, surrounded by the perfections of Jehovah. 

PBAYER. 

TkLESSED God, what gratitude and joy should inspire our 
hearts, that, in thy kind providence, we have been preserved 
during the past night, and tnat our eyes have been opened to 
see the light of another Sabbath-day I What reason have wc 
to love thee, O Lord, our strength I During all the days that 
are past, thou hast b^n our rock, our fortress, and our 
deliverer. We adore and magni^ thee as oar buckler, as the 
horn of our salvation, and our high tower. We desire as a 
family to call upon thee, in the name of CJhrist. In our past 
distreoses we called upon thee, and thou didst hear our voice, 
even in thy temple. Behold, we come unto thee, for thou art 
the Lord our G^. 

Glorious art thou in the loud voice of thy thunder : none 
can thunder with a voice like thine. Who can stand before 
thee when thou art angiw? The earth shook and trembled; 
the foundations of the hills were moved, they were shaken 
because thou wast wroth. O enable us to stana in awe t)f thy 
I majesty, and sin not. Preserve us from the devouring fire of 
^ thy law as a covenant of works. O Jesus, hide xui in tbj right- 
eousness ; then shall we be safe. When thy thunders, O Lord, 
shall shake the heavens and the earth at the last day, that 
great and dreadful day, may we be found among the number 
of thy people ; then shall we not fear, though the earth should 
bo removed, and though the mountains carried into the 
midst of the sea. O suffer us not to delay the great matter 
of our salvation till the shades of death surround us I As we 
wish to be preserved from the thunderbolts of thine anger, 
may we now seek, with earnestness and faith, the things which 
belong to our peace, before they be for ever hid from our 
eyes. 

Give us grace, O Lord, to sanctify thy Sabbath, and ever 
remember iSiy day to keep it holy. 

Preserve our dear children from Sabbath profanation, and 
may they not speak their own words, or seek their own sinful 
pleasure, on thy holy, hallowed day. 

Thou hast promised, Blessed is the man that keepeth the 
Sabbath from polluting it. May this blessing be ours. Pre- 
serve our neighbourhood and our land from the crying sin of 
profaning thy day. Make our rulers, our magistrates, and our 
merchants, examples of Sabbath sanctification to all the inferior 
ranks of men. 

Holy Spirit, prepare us, and our relatives, and the congre- 
^tion to which we belong, for the public services of thy 
house. Let the unction of the Holy Ghost rest on our beloved 
minister, and on all thy ministers, this day. May they preach 
firom the heart to the heart. We pray for them, tnat utterance 
may 1^ given them, that they may open their mouth boldly 
to make known the mystery of the Gomel. 0 that all nations 
may soon be blessed with mercy^s joyful sound I 

Pity the affioted and the ag^ who love thy Goeqpel, but are 
tumble to be present in thy house. Make the remembrance of 
thy Gof^ and its promises refreshing to their souls. 

Hasten the day when the Sabbath Asll be established 
among all the nanems of the earth. Now unto him that is 
able to keep us from falling, and to present us frinltless before 
the presence of his glory mth exceedmg joy; to the only wise 
Qoaour Saviour, be glory and mgjesty, dominion and power, 
both now and for ever. Hear us, for Jesus our Redeemer’s 
sake. To Fatto, Son, and Spirit be endless glory. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 

71 


SIXTH WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


SINCBRITT. 


PRAYEE. 


button* AMone. King^'idgt, t. m, 

\ 1 T OBD, thou hast seen my soul sincere, 

I " Hast made thy truth and love appear : 

Before mine eyes I set thy laws, 

And thou hast owned my righteous cause. 

2 What sore temptations broke my rest ! 

What wars and stragglings in my breast ! 

But, through thy grace that reigns witliin, 

I guard against my darling sin ; 

3 That sin which close besets me still, 

That works and strives against my will ; 

When shall thy Spirit’s sovereign power 
Destroy it that it rise no more ? 

4 With an impartial hand the Lord 
Deals out to mortals their reward ; 

The kind and faithful souls shall find 
A God os faithful and as kind. 

Watt8,Pj.J8,p.//. 

PSALM XVIII. 

Ood the ffraciout Miverer of hU Peojde, 

H e delivered me itom my strong enemy, and from them 
which hated me ; for they were too strong for me. 

18 They prevented me in the day of my calamity: but the 
Lord was my stay. 

19 He brought me forth also into a large place : he delivered 
me, because he delighted in me. 

20 The Lord rewarded me according to my righteousness ; 
according to the cleanness of my hands hath he recompensed 
me. 

21 For 1 have kept the ways of the Lord, and have not 
wickedly departed from my God. 

22 For aU his judgments were before me, and I did not put 
away his statutes from me. 

28 I was also upright before him, and I kept myself from 
mine iniquity. 

24 Therefore hath the Lord recompensed me according to 
my righteousness, according to the cleanness of my hands in 
his eyesight. 

25 With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful : with 
an upjMht man thou wilt shew thyself upright ; 

26 With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pui*e ; and with 
the froward thou wilt shew thyself froward. 

27 For thou wilt save the afflicted people ; but wilt bring 
down high looks. 

28 For thou wilt light my candle : the Lord my God will 
euli^ten my darkness. 

29 For by thee I have run through a troop ; and by my God 
have I leapn^ over a wall. 

80 A$ for God, his way ie perfect : the word of the Lord 
is tried : he ts a buckler to all those that trust in him. 

81 For who is God save the Lord? or who is a rock save 
our Ood? 

82 It is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my 
way perfect. ^ 

Eevlkotxors trroir Psiuc zvm. — Our spiritual enemies are strong; 
in ourselves we are weak; but clothed with the whole armour of 
God* fighting under the dixeotiim of our wise Captain, and leaning 
on the power of omnipotence, ^ug^ an host encamp against us we 
shall put our adversaries to flight, and be more than conquerors, 
through HIM who loveth us. Let us pray with holy fervour, ** Lord 
Jesus, teach our hands to war, and our fingers to fight. 0 teach us 
the good fight of frith, that wo may at last lay held on eternal life 
Hay we be firm in our frith and constant in our obedience; may we 
never depart from God and bo will never depart from usi Hay the 
fauces of the spirit be our treasure, the wisdom of God our light, and 
the power of God out shield ! 

VO 


Levites in the days of Nehemiah, we would Ideas the Lord our 
God for ever and ever. Blessed be thy glorious name, which 
is exalted above all blessing and praise* 

We thank our God that thy gracious and mercifril name 
has been proclaimed in our hearing this Sabbath, and in the 
hearing of thousands throughout the Christian world. Let 
the manifestations of thy mercy and love this day be followed 
by the salvation of multitudes. Hay a preached gospel be to 
us the savour of life unto life, and not the savour of death unto 
death. 

O give faith to our children now in thy presence, that they 
may believe the Gospel report. In their early days may they, 
by thy gracious power, furnish plearing evid^e that they are 
enriched with faith in Christ. 

Holy Spirit, give us earnestness and solemnity in now* 
pleading with God. O preserve us from a spirit oS hypocritical 
formality I 

We thank thoe, O Jesus, for all the deliverances thou hast 
wrought for us. Thou hast delivered us from sfrong enemies; 
yea, ^m them that hated us, and were too strong for us. Sin, 
Satan, and the world are powerful enemies. May each one 
now before thee be enabled to look on these enemies and siuj^, 
My Jesus hath redeemed mo from aU my enemies; for his 
mercy endureth for ever. O suffer not our i^iritiud enennes 
to triumph over us. Make us conquerors over them, and more 
than conquerors, through Clurist that loved us. Amid aU the 
calamities of life, may God be our stay; then we shall not 
only bear them with patience, but look upon them as prepara* 
tives for ouif heavenly home. Give us the pleating token 
that we are the objects of thy saving love. Bring us into a 
large place, where we shall not be under the enslaving power 
of our enemies ; mercifully deliver us from all their suares ; 
then shall we conclude that thou delightest in us* O enable 
us, in the church and in the world, to keep clean hands, to 
honour our Christian profession, and never to bring a blot on 
the Christian name. May we not defile our garments. With 
David, may we keep the ways of God, and not wickedlv depart 
from our Ood. O preserve us from backsliding. If any of 
us in thy presence are in that state, say to us, Betum, ye 
backsliding children, and I will heal ^ur backtiidiug* Give 
us grace to keep thy Word constantly before ns, and at no 
time to put thy statutes away from us ; then, by thy Spirit, 
we shall be upright before tbt^, and we shall be preserved from 
our iniqidty. 

We thank the God of ordinances for thy kindness to thy 


in thy public courts. Make their afflictions a Tnmaoe to purify 
them fi^m the dross of sin, and prepare them finr their Master^ 
use in heaven. 

Hercifally watch over us, and all our friends, this nig^t* 
Met we lie down on our beds in the exercise of a livdy 
faith in Christ. O teach us to repose confidence in thee as 
the God of salvatiouv May our hearts be filled with^all joy 
and peace in believing* May all of us be begotten again to a 
lively b(q)6 by the resurrection of Christ from the deM* Ever 
mi^ our hearts be filled with love to Jesus as the great and . 
good Sh^herd of the sheep, who laid down his life for their 
redemption* Hear, answer, and forgive, for ^Jeans’ urikek 
Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, fee. ^ ' 


SIXTH WEEK.— MONDAY MORNING. 


BXMiSD DEATH Otf THE HZ0RTEOVS. 

Fmwall Thmu/kt, 8i» Mmumr Chapd* c. M. 

1 TJEAR vnat the Toioe fiom hearen 

Por all the pious dead ; 

Svaet as the savour of their namesi 
And soft thdr sleeping bed. 

2 Th^ die in Xesnsi and are blessed ; 

now kind their almbm are ! 

From BofferiiM and from sins rdeasod, 

And freed ftom every snare* 

8 Far from this world of toil and strife, 

They’re present with the Lord ; 

The lacKmrs of their mortal life 
End in a large reward. Watth, is, b. L 

GENiiiTS^ 

l>mak of 

^ A Jacob, Arise, go up to Beth-el, and dwell 

there : and make there an altw unto God, that appeared 
unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. 

2 T^n Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were 
with him. Put away the strange gods that are among you, and 
be dean, mid change your garments : 

8 And let ua arise, and m up to Beth*el; and I will make 
there an altar unto Qod, who answered me in the day of my 
distress, and was with me in the way which I went. 

4 And they gave imto Jacob all the strange gods which were 
in their hand, and all their earrings which were in their ears ; 
and Jacob hid them under the oak which was by Shechem. 

9 And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came out 
of Padan-aram, aM blessed him. 

10 And Gbdaaid unto him, Thy name is Jacob : thy name 
shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy 
name : and he called his name Israel. 

11 And God said unto him, 1 am God Almighty : be fruit- 
ful and multiply; h nation and a company of nations shall be 
of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins ; 

12 And the 1^ which 1 gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee 
1 will give it, and to thy seed after thee will I give the land. 

IS And God went up from him in the place where he 
talked with liim. 

14 And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he talked 
with him, even a pillar of ikone : and he poured a drink offer- 
ing thereon, and he poured oil thereon. 

15 And Jacob called the name of the place where God 
spake with him, Beih-el. 

16 And th^ journeyed from Beth-el ; and there was but 
a little way to come to Ephrath : and Bachel travailed, and 
she had hard labour. 

17 And it came to pass, that when she was in hard labour, 
that the mid^e said unto her, Fear not ; thou shalt have this 
son also. 

18 And it came to pass, as her sold was in departing, ffor 
she died,) that she calM ^ name Ben-oni i* but his father 
called hm Bemamin.t 

19 And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, 
which is Bcth-lehem. 

20 And Jacob set a piUal: upon her grave : that is the pillar 
of Radiel’s grave unto this day. 

21 And Israel journeyed, and spread his tent b^md the 
tower of Edar. 

28 And the days of Isaac were tat hundred and foorsoore 
years. ^ 

REi94Bormas usoe Gee. xxev.— God shows the tendemoss of his 
mercy an Ucdly giv^ his poc^e the most satisfying tokens of his 
love, after th^have been into the lowest dmihs of suffbring 

woe. Goa is infimtely holy, let ns therefore seek graoe, that we 
may pr eaent ont persons and onr services, as saoriflees, holy and 

B^mrm fTheson of myrigblJiaiiA 


acceptable. God smiles on those families w!ich unite in promoting 
fomuy^ reformation, and in observing family wor^p. Have 
reoei^ the Spirit, as a Spirit of supplication ? G^en our name is 
JsraelfOiid onr prayers shall prevail. 1?7hile God in the greatness of 
his love makes great promises to his people, he seoures them by his 
great foithfUlness, and acoomplishes them his great power, ^at 
place is a Bethel, wherever the believer enjoys feUowship with God, 
even if it is a damrt, a oave, or a dungeon. God has often addressed 
us in his proyidenoe, he has often spoken to us by his Word ; but has 
he spoken to us savingly by his powerftd Spirit | Sin has entailed 
great suffering on our race ; and when we have been indidging the 
fondest expectations, how often has death come and buried in the 
dust our dearest hopes ! May .that spiritual hope bo ours, which 
maketh not adiamea, and which is an anchor sure and steadfast, 
entering within the veil ! Epitaphs are perishing memorials; but 
the righteous shall be held in everlasting remembrance. 


PRAYER. 

A S Jacob delighted, O Lord, to raise altars for thy glory and 
thy service, while he travelled in a land of strangers, may 
we delight to surround the domestic altar, and wemhip thy great 
and merciful name. Thou art the Lord God Almighty, wliich 
was, and is, and is to come. Thy name alone is Jehovah, and 
thou art the Most High over all the earth. O Jesus, though 
thou art man, thou art also God, the King of kings and Lord 
of lords. Thou art the Father of mercies, and the God of all 
comfort. We would now embrace thee as the Lord ou;r God. 

We thank our gracious Father that, during the last night 
and this morning, we have found the truth of that promise, 
There shall no e^ befall thee, neither shall any plague come 
near thy dwelling. 

We supplicate thy blessing on the sacred history we have now 
read. As Jacob continued steadfast in thy statutes, and was 
not put to shame, so may we adhere firmly to thy statutes and 
ordinances; then shalt thou not put ua to shame in the presence 
of our enemies. O may wc ever sec that it is true honour to 
serve thee, to remain firm to our Christian profession, and 
fearlessly, yet wisely, to declare thy name to all around. While 
we are preserved as a family, let a family altar be preserved 
among us to the close of our days ; then shall our habitation 
be a Bethel, the blessed residence of our Saviour and our God. 
O increase our love to domestic worship, and may we never be 
left to abandon it, or be negligent in its observance. May that 
apostolical advice sink deep in our hearts, and may its influence 
appear in our lives : Praying always with all prayer and sup- 
plication in the spirit, and watching thereunto with all perse- 
verance and supplications for all saints. 

As Jacob called upon his family to put awav their strange 
gods, O enable us to keep ourEckes from idols. Blessed 
Saviour, let no object take that place in our heart which is 
due to thee. Thou Lamb of God, may thy Spirit sanctifyr us 
as individuals and as a family. We prai^ thee that there is a 
fountain filled with blood, drawn from Immanuers veins, to 
wash away the stain of sin. 

When Rachel was esopiring, she named her child the son of 
her sorrow, 0 let not our dear children now before thee be to 
us their parents the children qf our sorrow ! May th^ not 
bring our grey hairs with sorrow to the grave, but live the 
ornaments of thy Oospel, and the children of our joy. 

Sanctify to us the death of relatives, near and dear. Though 
their bodies are removed to the land of forgetfulness, may they 
ever live in our remembrance. May we not mourn over those 
.who have fidlen asleep in Christ, and may we comfort ourselves 
with the prospect of meeting Giem m our Father’s house; but, 
above all, with these words. We shall be ever with the Lord. 
May we be under thy direction and care this day; and may we 
be merdfiilly preserved from offending thee, or dishonoumg 
thy name. Hear our prayer, for Immanuel^s sake^ our glorious 
Surety and Saviour. Amen. 


SIXTH WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


GOD OMNISCIENT. 

Ormnn Ckapti* Zondon, Ca’nHu^wr^* r. M. 

'J /’I OD is a Spirit just and wise, 

^ Ho sees our inmost mind j 
In Tain to hoaTon wo raise our cries, 

And leave our souls beliind. 

S Nothing but truth before his throne 
With honour can appear ; 

The painted hypocrites are known 
Through the disguise they wear. 

d [Hieir lifted e^es salute the skies, 

Their bending knees the ground ; 

But God abhors the sacrifice 

Where not the heart is found. 

Watts, 130, M , 7. 

MATTHEW XXIII. 

The wicked Phaneea. 

fllHEN spako Jesus to the multitude, and to liia disciples, 

•A 2 Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses" seat : 

8 All therfefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that 
observe and do; but do not ye after their works : for they say 
and do not. 

4 For they bind heavy burdens, and grievous to be borne, 
and lay them on men^s shoidders ; but they themselves will not 
move them with one of their fingers. 

6 But all their works they do for to bo seen of men ; they 
make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their 
garments, 

6 And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief 
seats in the synago^es, 

7 And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, 
Rabbi, Rabbi. 

8 But be not ye called Rabbi ; for one is your Master, even 
Christ ; and all ye are brethren. 

0 And call no man ^our father upon the earth : for one is 
your Father, which is m heaven. 

10 Neither be ye called masters : for one is your Master, 
even Christ. 

11 But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. 

12 And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased ; and 
he that shall humble himself shall be exalted. 

18 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites I 
for ve shut up the kingdom of heaven against men : for ye 
neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are 
entering to go in. 

14 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! for 
ye devour widows" houses, and for a pretence make long 
prayer : therefore ye shall receive the greater condemnation. 

16 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! for 
ve compass sea and land to make one pro^yte ; and when 
he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than 
yourselves. 

16 Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say. Whosoever 
shall swear by the temple, it is nothing ; but whosoever shall 
swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor ! 

17 Ye fools and blind ; for whether is greater, the gold, or 
the temple that sanctifieth the gold? 

18 And, Whosoever shaU swear by the altar, it is nothing; 
but whosoever swearcA by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. 

19 Ye fools and blind ! for Aether is greatm?, the gift, or 
the altar that sanctifieth the gift ? 

SO Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, sweareth by 
it, and by all things thereon. 

JtS Woe unto you, scribM and Pharisees, hypocrites ! for 
ye pay tithe of mint, and anise, and cummin, and have 
omitted the weightier matters of the low, judgment, meiCT, 
and foith i these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the 
other undone. 


! 24 Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a 

cameL ^ 

Reflections ttfon Kxtt. xxhi.**— Though the humanity of Ohriat 
is in heaven, he is present on earth in his Divinity, and stiU speaks 
to the understanding, the heart, and the oonsdenoes of men ; instru- 
mentally by his Word, and eflbotnally by his Bpirit, How afhoting 
it is to see unjg^odly men, animated by pride and ambition, usurping 
sacred offioos in the Churoh, and pretaming to diow othm the way 
to heaven, while they, alcw! are rudiing headlong to perdition! 
** Lord, remove such men from their offloe, or reraerate their hearts 
and m^o them the heralds oif the orossTV Habitual sinning, 

under the cloak of religion, is connected with the greatest aggrava* 


seeks the worship of the heart, and he rejects with abhorrem 
most expensive services tmaccompaniod with inward sincerity. 


PRAYER. 


of the spirits of all fiesh, and our Father who art in heaven. 
Thou art the hearer of prayer, who lookest down firom heaven, 
and beholdest all the cml^n of men, while thine eye is more 
especially directed toward them that fear thee, and who hope 
in thy mercy. 

We present our thanks for the mercies and comforts of 
another day. Thou openest thine hand liberally, and satisfiest 
the desire of every living thing. Soften our heiuta, and may 
they be deeply and savingly impressed with a sense at ihine 
abundant and unmerited kindness. 

We implore thy gracious protection this night. Vte are 
encourage^ by thy promise to lift up our eyes to thee for the 
bleasi]^ of rest and refreshing sleep : for thou hast said^ The 
Lord is nigh unto all that call upon him, to all that call upon 
him in truth. 

We desire, O Lord our God, whose holiness is unspotted, 
even in whose sight the heavens are not clean, to be humbled 
in the dust because of our sinfulness and rebdfron. The 


[ by our 

an actual example of 8in,*hnd have n^^ed to show an 
example of godliness, to those around us. We have manifested 
g^at indolence in thv sendee, blessed Saviour, and have con- 
sidered thine easy yoke grievous, and thy light bujfden heavy. 
We plead forgiveness, ttuough our Saviour’s blood, We ue^ 
great mercy to pardon our great and aggravated sins. Wo 
rejoice that in Cnrist there is great ment, and in thee gpeat 
mercy. We are encouraged to seek forgiveness, for God Is in 
Christ reconcUing a guil^ world unto himself, not imputing 
their tre&passes unto them. 

Holy Spirit, may we know experimental religion in our 
heart, and diqilay it in our Hves. O that we were enabled to 
show in our example the graces of the tsjpnt t 

May our dear children have mmeUmih bejfore their e^es 
that example qf Christian moraWty whim will sweetly wad 
them into the practice qf godSneu* 

Preserve us from indolenoe in the service of our God, and 
may we ever look upon Chiiat" s yoke as easy, and hit burden 
as nght. Lord, ddiverus from me sin of pnde, remembering 
that a high is an abomination to the Lord. O foi^ the 
humilitT of the Gospel, raoieing in this, that God deBghts to 
dwdl with those who are of an humble and contrite hemif^ and 
who tremble at 3iy word I Tb our dying jhiy may we 
judgment, mercy, foitlu Qmimslj hear OUT fyt 

Jemul’ sake, oar lEvine Mediator. Amen. 


imself, not impating 


Amen. 


SIXTH WBEK^TUXSDAY MOENINO. 


BmOVHSBXT LOVB. 

Xtiftttm* Lf/dku Brnm^gnm. c. il 

1 T 0! what an eiiteriainiag flig 
Are hrethren that 

BlrethreQi whoee obeerM hearts uxute 
Iabalidi<)f pietjr. 

3 When stroams xi love from Christ the spring 
Descend to eyerjr soit^ 

And heayenly peace, with balmy wing, 

< Shadbs and bedews the whole. 

I d 'T is like the oil, dirinely sweet, 

On Aaron’s reyerend head : 

Tho trickling drops perfumed his feet, 

And o’er his garments spread. Watts, Pi. 133. 

HaiSisirxxx^ 

JmghU Dncm* 

A nd Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was a 
stranger, in the land of Canaan. 

I 3 These are the generations of Jacob: Joseph seventeen 
. years old, ifeedlmg the dock with his brethren ; and the lad 
win with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his 
father’s wives : and Joseph brought unto his father their evil 
report. 

8 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, 
because he was the son of nis old age : and he made him 
a coat of many colours. 

4 And when his brethren saw that their father loved him 
I more aU his brethren, they bated him, and could not 
I speak peaceably unto him. 

I 5 And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren: 

I and they hated him yet the more. 

6 And he said unto them. Hear, I pray you, this di’eam 
I which 1 have dreamed : 

7 For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, 
my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your 
sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf. 

8 And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign 
over us ? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us ? And 
they hated him yet the more for bis dreams, and for his 
words* 

9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it to his 
brethren, and said, BeWd, I have dreamed a dream more; 
and, behold, the sun and tho moon and the eleven stars made 
obeisance to me. 

I 10 And he told if to his father, and to his brethren : and his 
father rebuked him, and said unto him. What is this dream that 
thou hast dreamed ? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren 
indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth ? 

11 And his bretteen envied him; but his father observed 
the saying. 

12 his brethren went to feed their father’s flock in 
Shechem, 

18 And Israel fiaid imto Joseph, Da not thy brethren feed 
the flock in Shechem? come, and I wiU send tnee unto them, 
he said' to him. Here am /• 

14 And ho said to him. Go, I pray thee, see whethOT it be 
well with thy brethren, and well wfth the flocks; and bring me 
^ word ^ain. So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he 

' cape to Shechem. t , , • 

' IS And a certain man found him, and, behold, tw was 

wandering in the fidd : and the man ari^ed him, saying. What 
sedLest ihoii? 

16 And he said, I seek my brethren : tell me, I pray thee, 

where thmr feed ^ ti. j 

17 Ana the tfiaa said, They are departed hence; for I heara 

tiBLy, Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph went after hia 
bi^ethsen, and found them m D 


T ; — — 

Eeflbctions upok Gek. xxxvn. — Do we look on this lifo as a 
pil^rimagOi and do we consider oursolves as pilgrims, noping for a city 
which hath foundations, mA longing for tlmt rest which remains for 
the people of Qod? In all ages, the ungodly have viewed tho 
righteous with malicious envy^ and the seed of the serpent have 
shown the greatest enmity agamst the seed of the woman. If wc 
ore the beloved of Qod we can defy our spiritual enemies, and rest 
secure upon the bosom of our Saviour’s loro. Tho youthful, pious, 
and prophetic Joseph was fidthfiil in proolaiming divine and inspired 
communications, dioogh it ejposed him to hatred, reproach, and I 
suffering; and our Saviour, whom Joseph typified, faithfully pro- I 
claimed his Father’s will to a faithless ana wicked genoratiou, though ' 
it exposed him to suffering, and brought upon mm tho agonies of | 
crucifixion. Joseph faithfully obeyed his father’s laws, and thus ' 
pefigured Jesus, who said, ** To do thy wiU I take delight ; yea, thy 
law is within my heart.” May we breathe our Saviour's spirit, who 
showed love for hatred, who came to seek and to save 6iose who, like 
Joseph’s brethren, sought his life. May we be feithful in tho face 
of every danger; may wo bo faithful, even unto death. Then we 
shall receive at last, from our Father’s hand, a crown of hfe, fhe 
glory of which shall never fade ! Amen, and amen. 

prayer!! 

^ LORD, our Father and our God, thou art the fountain of 
” all being, firom whom angels and men have derived their 
existence. As thou art the fountain of being, thou aart the source 
of happiness. With thee is the fountain of iDSe; in thy presence is 
fiilness of joy, and at thy right-hand are pleasures for evermore. 

Alas, how much we have degenerated from our origuial 
existence ! We have lost our beauty, our gloky, and our per- 
fection. The stately palace which was built for the^residenee 
of God has become a mass of frightful ruins, where the loath- 
some reptiles of corruption are found to prevail. This deplor- 
able situation had for ever remained, hadst thou not most 
graciously interposed. In thy boundless mercy thou didst 
contrive a plan by which Satan’s purposes might be over- 
turned, and wretched, sinful, fallen man be again restored to 
the favour and image of his God. O Lord, thou didst remem- 
ber us in our low estate ; for thy mercy endureth for ever. 

Holy Spirit, let the ordinance of reading thy Word be 
accompanied and followed by thy griwious and divine light. 

Never let us forget that we are pilgrims and sojourners on 
earth, as all our fethers were. Suffer us not to make this 
world our home. While we piaise thee for domestic and 
relative comfort, and while we would feel thankful for all the 
peace we enjoy in this our earthly home, may our hearts be 
with Christ above, in the house not made with hands, eternal^ 
in the heavens. 

Let harmony and peace always reign in the midst of us as a 
I femily. We have now read of the envy and jealousy whicli 
prevailed even in tho family of J acob thy servant ; O suffer not 
these vile and hateful passions to rise up to our injury or thy 
dishonour. 

As Joseph went to seek his brethren in a distant wilderness, 
we praise thee, O Jesus, that thou didst come to our distant 
world, to seek aud save that which was lost. 

Bless the children and domestics of (mr family with kind 
affectionate dispositions, that they may love one another with 
pate hearts fervently . 

R^«8hed and invigorated by the rest and sleep of another 
night, we present before thee the sacrifice of thanksgivings. 

I May we enter upon the duties of the day under the influence 

of a laving and thankful heart ; then shafl ire glorify thv name, 

and Uve as thy followers and children. We would dedicate 
ourselves, soul and body, to thee, our God and Saviour, Pre- 
serve us from the snares and temptations which may present 
themselves before us this day. Holy Spirit, we would commit 
ourselves to thy guidance; thenour goings shall beheld up, and 
sinwillnotbe^allawedto^vail. Mercifully hear our prayers, 
and forgive our sins, for Christ’s sake. Amen. 
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SIXTH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


BiUNTS Jovrct IN GOD. 

Brook Street, Cambridge New, £vam\ 

L O AINTS should be joyfUl in thoir King, 
Even on a dyin^ bed ; 

And like the souls m glory sing, 

For God shall raise the dead. 

2 Then his high praise shall fill their tongues, 

Their hands shall wield the sword ; 

And vengeance shall attend their songs, 

. The vengcanco of the Lord. 

3 When Christ his judgment-seat ascends, 

And bids the world appear, 

Thrones ore prepared for all his friends, 

Who humbly loved him here. 

4 Then shall they rule with iron rod 

Kations that darod rebel ; ^ 

And join the sentence of their God 
On tyrants doomed to hell. Wax 


Watts, Pe , 149 . 


MATTHEW XXIII. 

Beetruction qf Jeruealem foretold, 

T^OE unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites I for ye 

M make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but 
within they arc full of extortion and excess. 

26 Thau blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within 
the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean 
also. 

27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! for ye 
are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiml 
outward, but arc within full of dead men’s bones, and of all 
uncleanness. 

28 Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, 
but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 

29 Woe unto you, scrib^ and Pharisees, hypocrites I because 
yc build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres | 
of the righteous. 

30 Aj^ say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we 
would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the 
prophets* 

31 Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye arc 
the chiidrm of diem which killed the prophets. 

32 Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. 

33 Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape 
the damnation of hell ? 

34 Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise 
men, and scribes : and some of them ye shall kill and crucify : 
and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and 
persecute them from city to city : 

85 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed 
upon the earth, ^m the blood of righteous Abel unto the 
blood of Zachaiias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between 
the temple and the altar. 

36 Verily I say imto you. All these things shall come upon 
this generation* 

37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, 
and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how <^en would 1 
have gathered thy children together, even^as a hen ga<hereth 
her chickens und^ her wings, and ye would not 1 

88 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 

89 For I say unto you. Ye shall not see me henceforth, till 
ye shall say, lllessed is he that cometh in the name of the 


ExiXBcnoHS UPOK Matt. xxin. — ^Miserable and perilous is the 
state of those who indulge the vilest passions, while they outwardly 
and loudly profess submission to Uie divine will, and obedience to 
the divine law. May it be our most earnest desire that wo may be 
ddivsred from spiritual blindness, that we may be preserved mmi 


the infetuating and fatal delusions of sin, that our souls be beautified 
with inward grace, and our lives with outward holiness. The ocean’s 
bed filled with water is a oorreot emblem of the unxenewed heart, 
filled with evei^ hatefdl abomination. ** Lord, renew our hearts I ” 
Bow grievous it is to see the wicked, the hypooritioal^ and profene, 
filling up their oup of iniquity, and provoking God to fill up the oup 
of his merited indignation and wrath ! The desperate wickedness of 
the human heart never been so fully and malioiously displayed 
as by the oruoifixion of Christ, and the murder of his loving and 
fidthM ambassadors* Who can conceive the misery of thqiM perse- 
cuting murderers in the world of spirits, who died impenitimt, under 
such a load of unpardoned guilt 1 May Ike miserable end of those 
who nailed Jesus to the cross teach us, without delay, to flee firom the 
wrath to come ! 

PRAYEE. 

O UR Father who art in heaven, thou art a Ood of love, 
whose goodness and ipercy flow i;o siniul, wretched man 
through the channel of our dear Redeemeria blood* He that 
dwelleth in love dweUeth in thee* O that we may know and 
believe the love thou hast to us I Blessed shall we be if we 
are enabled on good grounds^to say, We love him, because he 
first loved us, am sent his oxdy-be^tten Son to be a propitia- 
tion for our sins, that we might Kve through him. 

Holy Spirit, teach us now to present our evening prayer with 
humility, earnestness, and faith. O Lord, we come to ihv 
throne of grace in the way thou hast graciously appointed, 
through the mediation of thy well-belov^ Son. O ^at our 
prayer may come up before thee as incense, and the lifting up 
of our hands as the evening sacrifice. 

Holy and heart-searching God, the Word we have now read 
presents our sins before us; teach us with humility and genuine 
sincerity to confess our sins. How often have we lookra more 
to external appearances in religion than^ to that inward piety 
which God alone can accept I O Lord, foi^ve this our sin, and 
remember it ndt against us. What excesses have often marked 
our conduct — excessive anger, excessive pride, excessive car- 
nality, excessive love of the world, and all this, while we 
profes^ to love thee I Mercifully forgive and wash away 
thee^ foul ami humbling sins. We nave reason to confess our 
spiritual blindness and imiorance and folly. Alas, how little 
do wo know of God and Christ, and the Divine Spirit, and our 
own souls, and the way of salvation through a Saviour’s merit I 
O remove our ignoranoe by the power qf the Holy Ghost, , 
And with what hypocrisy and formwty we have been diarge- 
able 1 We have exhibited the outwara sanctity of rel^on, 
while our hearts and afibetions have been on the mountains of 
vanity. We have been like painted sqpuhfores, fair without, 
but within full of everjrthing oflbnsive to fhy pure, omniscient 
eye. O lay not this sin to our cihaige, and teach us to fear 
aj^ serve the Lord in sincerify, that we may be sincere and 
without offence until the day of Christ* 

ZooJt down grudousiy upon the children of our family. As 
new-born babes, may tKy desire the sincere^milk of the Word, 
that they may live thereby. 

We thank our Ood for the preservation afforded us during 
another day, and that the hand of affliotion or of death ^ not 
^vented us from assembling in comfort and peace around the 
aomestio altar. 

The shadows of' another evening are now beginxung to 
stretch themsdves over us. Blessed Saviour, we commend 
ourselves to thv care. As a hen gathereth her chickens tmder 
her wings, so do thou gather us, and cover us with the wings 
of thy watchful care. Let all our petitions, confiMsions, and 
thanksgivings be acc^ed, through JestiS Christ our liord. 
Now to him that is able to keep us from falling, and to present 
us faultless before the presence of his glory, with exceeding 
joy; to the only wise G^ our Saviour, be glory and majesfy. 


dominion and j^wer, both now and ever. Amen, 







SIXTH WB]iK,-^WEDNBSDAY MOKNING. 


AAKCtPimp AlVLtOtXON. 
iUmmmL Bhmimood^ Cmptutitm. 
XTOW griaoious and bow wise 
AX It aur chaatiaixig Gk>d ! 

And 0 bow nob the blennnga are 
Wbkb bloMcmi fh>m hia m ! 

He lifts it up on bic^i 
With pitf in his hmt, 

That every etroke bis cdiildren feel 
Hay grace and peace impart 

Instructed thus tbejr bow. 

And own bis sovereign sway : 
They tom their errii^ f»otst^ book 
To his forsaken* way* 


Doodbxiios. 


A ND when th 

JLjL YinfA fliAm i 


GENESIS XXXVII. 

hto itffft. 


unto them, th^ oon^ired i^^aiutt him to eLar him. 

10 And fh^ said one to another, Behold, thia dreamer 
eomei^. 

120 Come now therefore, let m 8 la 7 him, and caat him 
into aome pit, and we will aaj, Some evil beast hath devoured 
him ; and we ahall aee wu become of faih dreamst 

21 And Benben heavd'^i ' and he ddiver^ hhoa out of thdr 

handa} and aaid, him. " ' 

22 And Eenben aKjdrhdtd them, 8h^ ho Uobd; tut cast 

him into this pit th^'.^hii' tfo' wil4eihem, and lay no hand 
upon him ; that he ptito^h^ hands, to deliyer 

him to hM &ther agM^:' ' * ' ' , ' * -- , ' - 


beauty. Blessed -are they who an olothed with the costly robo of a 
ltedeemer*8 righteousness, for they poeseee a garment the beauty o 
which can never be de&oed, and of which they can never be de- 
prived. TiOiile it ia humiliating to think of mah^aatand 
passions of men, it ie deli^tm to know that they are the 
ocmtrol of who can uutantly lay unen them the restraints 
of his irresistible omnipotenee. I^et elmdten ardently cultiTatc 
fraternal love, when they think of the omdty of Jacob’s sons to their 
brother Joieph ; and let tiiem earnesdy cultivate filial afiection, wher 
they reflect on the prueity of Joseph’s brethren to their aged father. 
Children of pious parents should never forget thoir loving parents 
tears, and thm loving parents' prayers. 

FBAYEB. 

XT OLY Spirit, breathe upon us thine influenoes, that we may 
pi^nt our morning prayer in faith, and under a deep 
impression of the majesty of God, and our own insignificance, 
unworthiness, and sinfulness. 

O Lord OUT God, what a contrast is presented by the cruelty 
of man and thy mercy I Thou delightest in mercy, but de- 


28 And it same fw 
brethren, that they ra 
many cohrars that 

24 And they took;B 
teas empty, there wt^ i 

25 And tiiey sat dm 


oomd uhtb 

cs^of. his coat, fits ^t 




0, • *4 ‘ ' ' • V ' * ' 

i^jt^ and^the pi^ 


Scan Gilead, with 'ar|4% 

myrrh, going to 

26 And Judah sam unth'l^ 1irimu^, 'W it if 

we day our farother,44U;CMja6w^]^ ' 

27 Come, and let'jQi' g^h^WTO Ishoi^ lot not 

our hand be utou o 

And hie brethren ¥ -■ ' , ■ 

28 Then thme [jTilfnii|Wlf(iii luti 4i'i^^ ‘ 

they drew and 

to the Iduneelites 

Joseph into Egypt ‘ 

29 And Bo^n. j Jos^h 

wae not in the pit : • - "• ' 


praved .man takes pleasure in cruelty and works of darkness. 
We meditate with joy on thy mercy, flowing to man through 
the blessed channel of our Saviour's righteousness. When 
thou bidest thy face firom thy people, thy mercy never ceases, 
thy love is strong as ever. Tny displeasure with thy people 
is short-lived, but thy mercy shgjl he boot up for 6rer. O 
suffer us not to imaj^e that, when thy foee is concealed by 
the .(dC^ :ofotur suffering, we are. ahapdoned er oast off. We 
prai^ftlile’ d^-^hbii hast a|^,^For 'a^ small mhment have 1 
forsfflnih^'the^i^t ttpi-'J gather thee. In 

a litl^ v^h^j'h£d^y’iii^fedn«Cl^'^;a blit with 
^ efSadafi^ liml^-l^indntmtvr^^ Vfcm. thee. 

rriLohd) animate dnf he^'Vim'^hercv^' d&positions. O 
wCx% mrntnM as ^ Fathhf- in' hfifh^ is mercifiil. 
M%;flhe crut^ty of Joseph’s hrefibreit •flUi^-ipiSh an abhor- 
renjiifi^^.<Brudfy, and d Ic^ve of mercy. .1^ j^viiie promise 
btf''afi;^waUie 'to us jh all itb force, 'iSnd'm nclmess, 

' are the meMiful, fbr they shall ohtaiii ia^gsny. 

^Woif^d^iooni ovtt iHlllih haao<|^^b|^ uid changed 
Idf and whiedi’ in some .osi^ has filled the 
v -K^bsis oThrotikets udth ditooSitidqs' nfonei focKdous than the 
than the >, 


k-rr. .'-■'wTn Vr- 


hia:h*dilu:«i,1 

JeM-thyl^ 




80 And he returpiM ^Bdd>''mie cfe3|d 

not; and I, whith^.i|Ua?5I'#?'-'.¥--,^i I ' 



81 And they tocjli .Jmews'i^lii^- # % 

goats, and dipped ' 

82 And they 

it toJheir &tW; 
whether it be thy 
88 And he 

beast hath devou]ed i^i '{|Mhh-''^i^^^ 


l i^^a^hid oft^J 

i;. ::4.'.ro s:J •, ■ . -•'■sJ! ] 


l^ythat^wine tha drue^l^ Joseph by 

ompli^ .>td’tiie bili^^'Ahn^^ thee by the 
8^1 earnest unto 

Thou didst 

dfJii^<jlsth,%;ftieiB4> their bene- 
i’*6hyionr, and theyiriJwl^eAj^ by forming 
take Away thy Ufe1 Thou: WMt. despised and 
Lsm swtpwfi,^ seqwted with mef. 
I&m ftom tom* theSse should have 

r., 

fiifpvtsXisd&’jfes^fi ^ viU r cast r^nd our dear 

spirit, tahe 

kt pOimif, and awe them 


pieces. 


'I'i M.’ r.-'cA'-.i'i '■ . i 


84 And Jacob rent'lds-idM^eS,’ii^ ’pt:d'h^ hie 

loins, and mourned for his sen many days. 

Bnuencam Ti»ir-0». zxxvir.— Scarcely Saviour ap- . 

paand oil aarSi, when omel tJots were laid to takif^'ipny hia piaoiouB 
tifo. Falsaho o da mayoonoeai from mail the authoN of. uoody deeds, 
'wldifo iimthkiMstTaib cannot oenooal from tiw<yS 4 tf God. Hwi^, 
whsimiiotraited with ora^y, ihiaea forth in all the hubs of oalertial 


.<^4h 

^e'liWiedaBHi'of a hesviti^ 


uii thou didst willingly lie 
)f4fefr-grnv^ , Prajae^rtfer, that thou 
> 9 ^^ of from which 

!%i. n|||ip^^^ggil#ion to enjov 


We thMilf our God for the merciea of the pastnight. Every 
day we would bleas thee, and j^raiae thy name for ever and 
evw. Give us, grace to live to thy ^lory this day ; then shall 
our lives be a mretaate of heavenly j<ys. 

We lift np our eyes to thee for paiwm through our Saviour'v 
blood, and m hia name imptora the answer of our prayem. 
Glory to the Father, Sem, and Spirit, for ever and ever. Ameu. 



SIXTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY BVBNINO. 


«1NNKE8 ENTRSATiSD. 

Monmouth, Tookp Strtd, x- M. 

1 IJ A8TEN, 0 sinner, to ho wise, 

^ And stay not for the mo^w’s sun { 

The longer wisdom you despises, 

The harder is she to bo won. 

2 0 hasten, more;/ to implore, 

And stay not for tho morrow^s sun, 

For fear thy season should bo o*er 
Before this evening’s stage be run. 

3 0 hasten, sinner, to return, 

And stay not for tho morrow’s sun. 

For fear thy lamp should fail to burn 
Before tho needfhl work is done. 

FAWCETf. 

MATTHEW XXIV. 

Destruction qfthe Temple, 

A ND Jesus went out, and departed from the temple : and 
^ liis disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of 
the temple. 

2 And Jesus said unto them. Sec ye not all these things ? 
verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone 
upon another, that shall not bo thrown down. 

3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples 
came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these 
things be ? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of 
tho end of tho world ? 

4 And Jesus answered and said unto them. Take heed that 
no man deceive you. 

6 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ ; 
and shall deceive many. 

6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars : see that 
ye be not troubled : for all these things must come to pass, but 
the end is not yet. 

7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and 
earthquakes, in divers places. 

8 All these are the be^^inning of sorrows. 

9 Then shall they dehver you up to be afflicted, and shall 
kin you : and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name^s 
take. 

10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one 
another, and shall hate one another. 

11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive 
maOT. 

12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many 
shall wax oold. 

13 But he that shall endure unto the end, tho same shall be 
saved. 

14 And this go^l of the kingdom shall be preached in all | 
tlie world, for a witness unto all nations ; and then shall the I 
end come. 

15 When ye therefore slxall see the abomination of deso- i 

lation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, 
(whoso readeth, let him understand :} | 

16 Then let them which be in Jiidsea flee into the moun- j 

tains: I 

17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to I 
take any thing out of his house i 

18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take i 

his clothes. | 

19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to them 
that give suck in those days ! 

Hsriiciiioirs upon Matt, xxiv.— Tho splendid and goigeous levi- 
tical temples are no more. Let us rejoice that there is a ''house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” The light and glory 


of tho ancient holy temples aro extinguidied ; but in the odestial 
temple the Bun of glory shall no more go down, for God and the 
Lamb are its everlasting light. Satan is the fother of liars ; his 
children resemble him in their folsehood ; he is the crooked serpent, 
and his children resemble him in their enmity against the samts, and 
in their cruelty and persecutions. T)ie flood of waters continued for 
nearly one year alas, the flood of sin has oven^iead the earth for 
many thousands of years ! May Divine love reign in our bosoms ; 
then we shall have tho deli^tftil evidence that we are delivered from 
sin’s power, and that we shall at last reach the heavenly kingdom. 
Bin has exposed us to much dan^r, but Jesus is our glorious refrige ; 
ho is '^a hiding-place from tbe wiuds, and a covert from the 
tempest.” 

PRAYER. 

T^E bless and praise our God, whose kind providence has 
watched over us during the past day, and has now 
assembled us in one of the mc^t sacr^ and h^owed spots on 
earth, even around the domestic altar. O that we may alwi^ 
consider it as a little heaven here below,, and esteem a day 
spent in thy courts better than a thousand anywhere dse t 
Triune Jehovah, in the name of our dear. Redeemer and 
Divine M^ator we" would adore thee. Thou art tho Lord our 
God, tho Holy One, into whose presence no undean thing 
shoidd enter. We are undean, and yet we venture into thy 
presence, through the peace-speaking blood of Christ. Thou 
wilt not contend for ever, neither wilt thou be always wroth ; 
thou hast no pleasure in the death of him that dieth ; thou 
keepest mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgressions, 
and sin. 

We are sinners by nature and practice; we have offended 
much, and have ofiended long ; we have sinne^ ommst great 
privUeges, great light, and great love. O Lor^ nave mercy 
upon us, and forgive us, through the boundless mdit of the 
blood of Christ, which speaketh better things than the blood 
of Abel. 0 Jesus, Abel’s blood cried to heaven for vengeance, 
but thy blood cries to heaven for pardon. 

ffblg Spirit, open the eyes of our dear children to see that 
they are sinners, and iheryore that they need a Saviour to take 
their sins away. Soon may they be instructed to ehed the 
penitential tear, and raise the penitential prayer, 

O Lord, we have abundant reason to bless thee for innu- 
merable merdes. We thank thee that we were created rational 
beings, and not formed among the brutal tribes. We thank 
thee for kind, valuable, and pious friends. 'We praise thee for 
the Bible and the ordinances of rdigion. We bless theo for 
the Gospel and the proclamations of mmrey; but, above all, 
for Christ, the best mend of foUen man, the In^htness of 
the Fatheris glory, and the express ima^ of his femm. 

Holy and bles^ Spirit, bless to us affecting trutlis we 
have now read. Render them tho powerful means of begetting 
in our souls an unconquerable love of holiness and hatred m 
sin. We would admire, O Jesus, the displays we have now 
read of thine omniscience and of thy divinity, in so dearly 


depictiz^ the calamities which should befdl the Jewish church 
and nation for their long-continued iniquities. We thank thee 
for thy kindness to us as a nation, in not bringing upon us 
natioxial Judgments for our aggravated national sins. 

We biGss thee for the promise, that the Gotpd shall be 
preached in all nations. 0 hasten that blessed, that glorious 
day. Prepare us for that solemn day when the end of the 
world shall come, when aR its kingdoms and thrones shall bo 
destroyed, when earthly glory al^ be put out in eternal dbark- 
ness, and when the ricnes and pleasures of time shall for ever 
perish. O Jesus, hide us in tw shadow of thy wingi^ and let 
thy favour surround us as a shidd^ 

We would lie down on our beds this night, relying on tbs 
care of a special Providence. Hear our prayer ahd forgive our 
mm for Imtnanud’s sake, our mily Baviour. Amen. ^ 


BDEPH WBBK.~THUB8DAT MOENINQ. 


wiXiOoinNa tub cbom* 
JEmtm* Ajwfo* H^fwpon. 

1 f^ISia^liBppiBeMbaloir 

•■•lirot to Uve without the ocobs; 
But the power to know, 

gunotifyiiif et^ urn : 

2 Trials must and will befall ; 

Bat — with humble fa^ to see 
Ixrre inscribed upon them all-— 
This is happiness to me. 

.0 Trials make riie promise sweet , 
Trials give now fife to prayer ; 
Trials bring me to his feet,— 

Lay me low, and keep me there. 


GENESIS XXXIX. 

/afW& ruUtvM Tem^^toHon, 


COWFJCII. 


presence, fellowship, guidance, protection, and smiles. lu 
joumeyingg to their bearenly home, they have sometimes reoeired 
comforts where th^ leaat expeoted ; and eren in the night of adver- 
sity, have been surprised with ^^psos of the sun of prosperity. 
Temptations accompany prosperity, which never can bo rcsisied 
without divine grace; and great dangers are generally near, from 
whioh the greatest and most exp^ono^ saint can only bo protected 
by divine power. Oraoo shines with peculiar loveliness and lustre in 
the young, who withstand temptation the moment it is presented, who 
rcfhso to Hston to the ensnaring allurements of the tempter’s voice, 
and who flee vouthAil lusts, from a hatred of sin, and from a fear of 
the ofrence which it gives to God, and the injury it gives to man. 
Unhallowed, unlawful afPoction, is not fiur removed from passions of 
malignity, which breathe cruelty and death. '^Lord help us with 
thy poweiful hand !” 


him down thither. 

2 And the Lord waa with Josemh, and he waa a prosperoiia 
fnan ; and ho waa in the house of nis master the Egyptian. 

8 And his master saw that the Lord toaa with him, and 
that the Lord nude all that he did to prosper in his hand. 

4 And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him : 
and he nude man overseer over his house, and all tAa/ he had 
ho put into his hiud. 

6 And it came to pass firom the time fAal he had made him 
overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that the Lord 
blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph’s salce ; and the bless- | 
ing of the Lord was upon all that ho had in the bouse, and in 
the field. 

6 And he left all that he had in Joseph’s hand; and he 
knew not ought he had, save the bread whi^ he did eat. And 
Joseph waa a goodly j)ersorfj.md well favoured. 

In the sequel of this chapter wo have an account of Joseph’s 
trium^ant deliverance from a poworfiil temptation. 

iVomesM fe fAoH who are Ur^Ui; and hleseed are they who pray 
for Hwir fu\fihnmt 

For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee 
in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their hands, 
Icet tbo« dadi thy foot sgainat a stone. Thou shalt tread 
upon the lion and adder: ^eyoiingtion and the dragon shalt 
thou trample under feet. B^uso he hath set his love upon | 
me, therefore will I deliver him; I will set him on high, 
b^use he hatii known my name. He shall call upon me, 
and I will answer hint : I mil be with him in trouble ; I will 
d^ver hiiil, and honour him. With long life will I satisfy 
him, and rfiew him my salvation. — ^P salm xci. 11 — 16. 

For tin thall not Imve dmnmimi over you : for ye are not 
under the law, but under grace. — Rom. vi. 14. 

And the God of peace shall braise Satan under your feet 
shortiiy. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
Amen. — Eom. xvi. 20. 

There hath no temptation taken you but sucl^ as is common 
to man: but God is fidthfiil, who will not suffisr you to be 
tempted above that ye are able ; but will with the temptation 
also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it, 

. —I Com. B. 18. . ^ ^ 

Ar^ he said unto me, grace is sufiiment for thee : for 
my stiengGi is tatAie perfect in weakness. Most gladly thw- 
fose wiUI riiriier i^ery in my infirmities, that w power of 
Christ may rest upem iiie.~2 Ooa. mi. 9. 

jlmptaoBS vrak Gw. xxxtt:.— It Is the fixed jprivflege of 
belieTm that in all their wanderings they arc never without God’s 


PRAYER. 

E ternal Jehovah, thou art the Holy One of Israel; thou 
art of purer eyes than to look uppn iniquity. Before thy 
glo^ tho moon refuseth to shine ; yea, compared with thine 
holiness the very stars are not clean in thy sight : how much 
less mail, that is a worm ; and the son of man, who is but a 
worm 1 

Wc have just reason to mourn in dust and in ashes, on 
account of tiic moral impurity and deformity of our nature. 
When we look to our understanding, our will, our affisetions, 
our desires, our conversation, and our lives, we have reason to 
acknowled^ that wo are altogether an undean thing. Grant 
that tho vile depravity of Joseph’s tempter may remmd us of 
our native corruption, which might have broken out into 
excesses far more dreadful, if thy restraining grace had not 
prevented. We would earnestly supplicate thy renewing as 
well as thy restraining grace. Let the love of holiness and 
the love of Christ reign supreme in our hearts. May Clirist 
dwell in our hearts by faith, that we, being rooted and 
gi*ounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints 
what is tho breadth and length and depth and height ; and to 
know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that we 
might be filled with all the fulness of God. 

MercifiiUy prepare us for all the events of providence which 
are before us in the journey of life. If we should be brought, 
like Joseph, to endure humiliating and unexpected sufferings, 
like him may we have the presence of God, which will lighten 
the heaviest Wden, sweeten the bitterest cup, and brighten the 
darkest sky. Blessed Jesus, when we are passing through the 
floods of tribulation, and when tho billows of affliction are 
threatening to overwhelm us, O whisper consolation, and 
graciously support our fainting soul. 

Take the dear children of our family ^ and give them the 
armour of grace ; then will they resemble the noble piety of 
Joseph, and say to every tempter, How can I do this great 
wickedness, and sin against my Ood? Holy Spirit, instruct 
each one cf them to offer up this prayer with earnestness and 
faith. 

As a family we would fervently pray for holiness. Sanctify 
us through thy truth; thy word is truth. Take our vile, 
polluted hearts, and adorn them with the beauties of holiness. 
Convince us that, if we are not in some measure sanctified, wo 
are not justified. Alas, we have long lain among the pots of 
sin I make us by thy grace like the wings of a dove covered 
with silver, and her feathers with veUow gold* 

Ijord, have mercy on our aged friends, and be thou the staff 
of their old age. Have mercy on our poor friends, and make 
them rich in grace. Have mercy on our graceless friends, and 
pluck as brands out of the burning* 

We aduiowledge thine undeserved kindness during the last 
night, and humbfy imjj^mje thy blessing to attend ns this 
Pioserve us from the snares of the world and the corruptions 

of our heart, and hear our prayers, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

' 79 



SIXTH WEEK.~THUESI>AY EVENING. 


LAST BAY. 

VimAmy, Merojf Seat* Dulwick* ShtMm* i- 

1 ^PHE day of wrath, that dreodfhl day, 

X “When heaven and earth shall pass away; 

What power shall be the sinner's stay? 

How shall he meet that droadfhl day? 

2 When, shrivoUing like a parched scroll, 

The flaming heavens together roll ; 

When louder yet, and yet more dread, 

Swells the high ^mp that wakes the dead ! 

3 0 ! on that day, that wrathful day. 

When man to judgment wakes fVom clay. 

Be thou the trembling sinner's stay, 

Though heaven and earth shall pass away ! 

Sin W. Scott. 

MATTHEW XXIV. 

The laetT>ay» 

A nd then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in 
heaven : and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory. 

81 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather together hw elect from the 
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

.36 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the 
angels of heaven, but mv Father only. 

37 But as the da^ of Noe were, so shall also the coming 
of the Son of man be. 

88 For as in the da)rs that were before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, mar^ng and mving in marriage, until 
the day that Noe enters into the ark, 

39 And knew not until the flood came, and took them all 
away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 

40 Then shall two be in the field ; the one shall be taken, 
and the other left. 

41 Two women shall be grinding at the mill ; the one shall 
be taken, and the other left. 

42 Watch therefore : for ye know not what hour your Lord 
doth come. 

48 But know this, that if the goodman of the house had 
known in what watch the thief would come, he would have 
watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken 
up. 

44 Therefore be ve also ready : for in such an hour as ye 
think not the Son of man cometh. 

45 Who then is a faithfiil and wise servant, whom his lord 
hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due 
season? 

46 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh 
shall find so doing. 

47 Verily I say unto you, Tliat he shall make him ruler 
over all his goods. 

48 But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My 
lord delayeth his coming ; 

49 And shall Ix^n to smite his fellowservants, and to eat 
and drink with the drunken ; 

50 The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he 
looketh not for him, rad in an hour that Im is not aware of, 

51 And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion 
with the hypocrites : there shall be weeping^and gnashing of 
teeth. 

BsfXJKfnoKs tJpoH Maw. xxiv. — ^T bat will be a day of unspeakable 
joy and triumph to the righteous, when the universal ohureh shall be 
be elevated to the right-hand of Jesus the Ju^ of alL H we are 
impressed witii the certainty of the judgment-day, prraaration fbr 
|he eoming of Cbrist will be to us of the greatest urgency and 
uspovtanoe. Great will be the surprise, and OTerwheUning the oon- 


fhsion of those, who riiall bo found unprepared when theJndge of 
all appears. May we be olothed in the robe of^ a Bedeemer’s nghb* 
eousnese, and may we have the graces of the Mrit in lively exerom, 
then we shall bra the raproach of the Ju%e, and exclaim with 
longing, joyM hearts, ^^Even so, epme Lord Jesus T’ If we are 
Ghmt^s loving ohildrra, we are his faiihfhl servants, yielding o^ 
dience from a prindiple of love, impressed with the sensible oonviotioii 
of being constantly under the eye of his onmisoienoe, desirous of 
doing what is well-plearing in ms sight, and thus writing for his 
appearance. Unspeakable u the danger of those who, in dei^oe of 
the awfiil realities of a judgment-day, lead Uvea of Uoentiousness 
and impiety ! 

PBAYBE. 

O LORD our Ood, breathe upon us the Holy Ghost. We 
cannot order our thoughts, our petitionit, our feelings, or 
expressions aright, without the gracious influence and direction 
of thy Holy Spirit. Thou gavest thy Spirit to thy people in 
the wilderness to instruct mem, rad thou didst not withhold 
manna from their mouth. 0 give thy spirit to us, that we 
may be instructed ; and feed our souls with Christ rad his 
blessings, the true bread, the divine manna, which came down 
from heaven, of which if a man eat he shall live for ever. As 
a fam% may we be a spiritual garden of grace ; then shall we 
pray. Blow upon thy garden, that the spices thereof may 
flow out. Holy Spirit, breathe upon us thy divine and sacred 
influences; then shall our souls resemble a garden enriched 
with flowers of greatest loveliness, exhaling perfume of neatest 
sweetness. O inspire us with thy grace. Lord, we womd seek 
grace in preference to all earthly treasures. 

O Lord, how infinitely worthy art thou to be praised and 
adored I Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive dory, honour, 
rad power ; for thou hast created aU things, and for t&y ..plea- 
sure they are and were created. We praise thee for a|[ the 
comforts of li|e — for reason, health, domestic enjoyment, tran- 
quillity, and peace, which thou hast continued with us during 
another day. Thou hast fulfilled in our experience that promise, 
Thy bread shall be given thee, and thy water shall be sure. 
Above all, we bless thee for continuing with us eve^ day 
Jesus, thine unspeakable gift, rad the glorious lamp of 6ospd 
truth. Let the light of this blessed lamp shine around us, 
and shine within us, till we arrive at that glorious heaven where 
the sun of thjr people thaU no more go down. 

Let each one of us be jpossessed of thy salvation. May the 
certainty of death, and the solemnities of the judgment-day, 
arouse our minds to seek instantly, and without dblay, the 
things which belong to our eternal peace. 

Deliver our dear children from the thougJUlessness and 
folly incident to youthful days, and teach them seriouely to 
reflect on deaths judgment, and eternity* O let a work qf 
grace be begun uithin them, \f it is not yet commenced $ thm 
they will be prepared to meet their Ood, whether tk^ die 
in early Me^ or be removed when the. shades of old age 
surround mem* 

Impress our minds with the prospects of the last day. 
Though tribes of ungodly men shaU mourn^ when they see the 
Son of man oominn in the clouds of heaven with power rad 
great glory, may tW event fill our nrind with ecstades of 
triumimiint joy. When thine anipris riball be sent to the four 
winds of heaven, with a crest soi^id of a trumpet, may we be 
among the dect who shaE he ^hered lErom one end of the 
earth unto the other : maj Yre he watching and ready for that 
solemn event. Suffinr none c^na to resemble the caraessser- 
vrat, whopreparednot for the coming of his lord; who was cut 
mai&eir, am itad his portim amointed him with hypooritesj 
where there is weepim, and wsumg, rad gnashiog cl teeth* 
May thjTldndproviaenoe watch over us this night Foigtve 
our sim, and hear our prayer, fin* our bleasbd S^rioar^s i^e. 
Amen. * 


SIXTH WEEK.— FEIDAY MOENING. 


, VANITY Of EABTHLT THINOB. 

' (htmfM Bm4/rtA* ]^wivgtd» JAvNtoNpn. t.x« 

1 *1^HAT aro possesBioasi &me^ and power, 

Tho boasted aplendour of the great? 

What goU> which daaalad ejres adore, 

And 8^ with endless toils and sweat ? 

2 Express their charms, dedaro their use, 

That we their merit may descry : 

Tdl us what good they can pr^uce, 

Or what important wonts supply. 

3 If, wounded with a sense of sin, 

To them for pardon should we pray ? 

Will they restore our pei^ within, 

And wash our guilty stains away? Blackuohs. 

GENESIS XL. 

PkaraohU Puder and Baker, 

A ND it came to pass after these things, that the butler of 
the king of Egypt and hU ^baker had offended their lord 
the king of Egypt. 

* 2 Aim Pharaoh was wroth againat two (^his officers, against 

the chief ofihe butlers, and against the chief of the bakers. 

8 And he put them in ward in the house of the captain of 
the guard, into the prison, the place where Joseph was bound. 

4 And the captain of the gu^ charged Joseph with them, 

' and he served them : and they continued a season in ward. 

6 And they dreamed a dr^m both of them, each man his 
iream in one night, each man according to the interpretation 
of his dream, the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, 
which were bound in the prison. 

6 And Joseph came in unto them in the morning, and 
looked noon them, and, behold, they were sad. 

7 And he asked Pharaoh^s officers that were with him in 
the wkrd of his lord^s house, saying. Wherefore look ye so 
sadly to day? 

8 And they said unto him. We have dreamed a dream, and 
t/wre is no interpreter of it. And Joseph said unto them, Do 
not interpretations belong to God? tell me them, I pray you. 

9 And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said 
to him. In my dream, behold a vine was before me ; 

10 And in the vine were three branches: and it was as 
though it budded) and her blossoms shot forth; and the 
clusters therepf brought forth ripe grapes : 

11 And PhoraoVs cup was in my hand : and I took the 
grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh^s cup, and I gave the 
cup into Pharaoh's hand. 

12 And Joseph said unto him. This is the interpretation of 
it : The three blanches are three days : 

18 Yet within three days shall pWaoh lift up thine head, 
and restore thee unto thy 0ace: and thou shalt deliver 
Phari^'s cup into his hand, after the former manner when 
tha€ his butler. 

14 But think on me when it shall be well with thee, and 
show kindness I pray thee, unto m^e, and make mention of me 
unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house : 

15 For indeed I was stdien away out of the land of the 
Hebrews r and here also have I done nothing that they should i 
put me into the dungeon. 

20 And it came to pass the third day, which ttfos Pharaoh's j 
birthday, that be made a feast tinto all his servants : and he ^ 
lift^ up head of the chief butler and of the chief baker 
among his servants, 

21 And be restored the chief butler unto his butlenhip i 

again ; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand. ^ | 

i 

BsnEcnoKs xrroN Qxn. xx.. — I f it is so dangerous to offend an | 
earthly sovend^ how awftdly perilous must be the state of those 
whochaingly nve In a course of determined and omistant rebellion j 


agamst the King of kings ! Earthly princes can cast their ofTond ers 
into prisons and dungeons, from which deliverance is possible; but 
Qod can cast impenitent offenders into tho unfathomable dungeons of 
Tophet, from which escape is impossible. How sad and gloomy is 
the situation of many who are now confined within the walls of 
gloomy earthly prisons ; but how inconceivable tho woo, how over- 
whelxning the gloom of those who have impenitently resisted the 
invitations of mercy and the offers of grace, and who have plunged 
themselves, by their own act and deed, into those caverns of perdition 
v<rhere the darkness of despair eternally reigns ! Our blessed Surety 
was cast into the prison of death and the grave. For sins not his 
own he was shut up within the prison of tho tomb. But tho great 
Surety having paid our debt, came from prison and from judgment 
tho almighty Conqueror of death and the grave, and who shall declare 
his goneralion ? 

PRAYER. 

/^RACIOUS and merciful Father, we have enjoyed thy 
providential care during another night, for which we praise 
i thee. We desire to add^s thee in the language of the 
Psalmist — O that we could address thee with the humility, 
faith, and fervour which inspired the Psalmist's heart ! — O 
Lord, thou hast searched us, and known us. Thou knowest 
our downsitting and our uprising; thou understandost our 
thoughts afar off. Tliou compaasest our path, and our lying 
down, and art acquainted with all our ways. For there is not 
a word on our tongue, but lo, O Lord, thou knowest it 
altogether. Thou hast beset us behind and before, and laid 
thine hand upon us. Such knowledge is too wonderful for us, 
it is high— we cannot attain it. 

Holy Spirit, by thy teaching may we learn lessons of wisdom, 
humility, and piety, from the portion of the sacred volume we 
have now been permitted to consult. May the historical details 
which it fixmishes of the vanity and uncertainty of earthly rank 
and greatness and power, lead us to look above this changing 
world, and fix our hearts on better and nobler objects, and thus 
pray with thine inspired servants : Incline our heart unto thy 
testimonies, and not unto covetousness. Turn our eyes away 
from beholding vanity, and quicken thou us in thy way. 

What reason have we to acknowledge with shame and ^ef 
our worldly-mindedncss and carnal affections ! We have, times 
without number, loved the creature in the place of Christ ; we 
have loved the creature more than Christ. Holy Spirit, enable 
us by thy gracious and promised power to set our affections on 
things above, where Christ sittetli at God's right-hand. Above 
all, let our hearts be placed on Christ. In thy person as God- 
man, in thine offices of prophet, priest, and king, in all thine 
endearing relations of father, physician, and mend, may we 
love thee with a suj^.rlative affection. May we testify that 
our affection is genuine and fervent, by a life of uniform and 
consistent piety. 

Holp Spirit, give us the unspeakable joy of witnessing in 
our children the sacred flame of love to Christ. Let meir 
affection be taken from vanity and lies, and let them be 
paced on him who has said, I love them that love me, and 
they who seek me early shall Jihd me. 

Preserve us, O Lordf, from trusting in man. Teach us how 
uncertain and changeable is the affection of the groat. Their 
favour, like themselves, is a fading flower. Thy favour is life, 
and it is life that never dies; it is like thyself, the same 
yester^y, to-day, and for ever. Teach us therefore by thy 
grace to place all our confidence in thee. May we derive 
unspeakable encouragement from thy Word: They that trust 
in the Lord are like Mount Zion, that cannot be removed, but 
abideth for over. 

We supplicate the guidance and blessing of our God in all 
the engagements of this day. For^ve our numerous luid 
aggravated sins, and hear our feeble prayers, for the sake of 
our blessed Surely and Saviour. Amen. 


SIXTH WEBK.~FEIDAY EVENING. 


THS MIDNIGHT CRY. 

Bfi^ Street, HeiumoHon. Orovc, 

I VE Tirgin souls, arise ! ^ 

X With all the dead awake, 

Unto salvation wise. 

Oil in your vessels take 
Upstarting at the midnight cry, 

]^hold your heavenly Bridegroom nigU 

I Ho comes, he comes to call 
The nations to his biir^ 

And take to glory all 
Who meet for gloiy are : 

Make ready for youi* free rewai-d ; 

Go forth with joy to moot your Lord. 

\ Go, meet him in tlie sky, 

Your everlasting Mend ! 

Your head to glorify, 

With all his saints ascend : 

Ye pure in heart, obtain the grace 
To see, without a veil, his face. 


Amok. 


MATTHEW XXV. 

The Parohle of the Virgint. 

rpHEN aliall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten 
virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth' to meet the 
bridegroom. 

2 And five ol them were wise, and five were foolish. 

3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil 
with them. 

4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 

6 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and 
slept. 

6 And at midnight there was a cry made. Behold, the bride- 
groom cometh ; go ye out to meet him. 

7 Then aU those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 

8 And the foohsh said unto the wise. Give us of your oil; 
for our lam]^ are gone out. 

9 But the wise answered, saying, Not eo ; lest there be not 
enough for us and you : but go ye rather to them that sell, 
and buy for yourselves. 

10 And while they went to buv, the bridegroom came; and 
.they that were ready went in with him to the marriage ; and 
the door was shut. 

11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, 
Lord, open to us. 

12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know 
you not, 

13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the 
hour wherein the Son of man cometh. 

14 For the kingdom of heaven m as a man travelling into a 
far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto 
them his goods. 

16 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and 
to another one; to eve^ man according to Ids several ability; 
and straightway took his journey. 

16 Then he that had received the five talents went and 
traded with same, and made them other five t^ents. 

17^ And likewise he that had received two, he also gained 
other two. 

18 But he that had received one went tod digged in the 
earth, and hid his lord’s xn<mey. 

19 After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and 
redconeth with them. 


Emyrrxojrs upoy Matt. xxv. — Striking is the outward resem- 
D^ce betwixt true and nominal believers; but inwardly the 
differouTO is as great as betwixt day and night, summer and winter/ 


health and disease, lift and death. Spiritual slothfhlness and 
difference are the ^araoteristio tokens of spiritual death ; yet even 
the graces of the believer may for a season ftU asleep; and when 
true believers are in this state of slumbering apathy, wo cm, at the 
time, observe no diffarenoe betwixt the saint and the h;|^poerite. We 
should consoiontiouriy inquire. What are the talents given to us by 
our bountiful Creator ? — ^ftr what purpose has he bestowed them ?— 
are wo employing them for his glory, and in promoting the great end 
of our existence r 

* PRAYER. 

^UR God and Father in Christ, idiou art the infinite and 

everlasting Jehovah. Thou filleat boundless immensity 
with thy presence, and art from everlasting to everlasting God. 
By the word of thy power thou didst call the heavens and the 
earth into existence, and didst create all things, visible and 
invisible. O with what solemnity and reverence We should 
bow ourselves before thee — ^we who are but of yesta^day, who 
are worms of the dust, and who are unable to place our words 
in order before thee by reason of darkness I 
Wc rejoice that through Christ the Mediator a way is opened 
up, by which such vile, polluted worms may approach ihe 
t^one of the divine Majesty, and present their prayers before 
thee with the most encouraging hopes of aooeptuoe* We 
draw near through Christ, and praise our God that, by the 
influence of bis name we shall oe received, as children are 
received by the parents they love. 

O Lord, we are sinners : would to God we were Immble, 
believing penitents I We lay our sins and guilt and unworthi« 
ness at thy feet, and implore pardon through our Saviour’s 
blood. Blessed J esus, smite our hardened hearts with the rod of 
thy strength ; then shall the streams of repentance flow. We 
confess that we have too much resembled the foolish virgins : 
we have hkd the lamp of a profession, and have great reason 
to fear that wc have l^en without the oil of grace* If it is the 
case now with any in thy presence, let it he so no longer. 
Evermore give us this precious treasure. Holy Spirit, under 
thy gracious tuition wc would desire this treasure .of grace 
before earthly wealth, honours, or pleasures. Preserve us from 
the extreme folly of being satisfied with the mere appearance 
of piety. May we never prefer the shadow of religion to the 
substance, nor the casket to the jewel. We have also reason 
to acknowledge with shame our spiritaal^slothfulness. With 
liveliness and zeal we have engaged in our temporal business, 
but, alas, with what backwardness we have engaged in the 
concerns of the soul I To obtain temporal objecto we have 
risen up early and sat up late, while we have slumbeired and 
slept as to the all-important matters of the soul and an eternal 
world. 

Stiffer not our dear children or domeitice to fottow the 
ewam/pU of the fooUeh virgins. May they not delay eeoHng 
the precious oil of grace, 0 that they were enabled to seek U 
now! Blessed Jesus, who ascended tfp m high, > and who 
received gifts for men, even for the rebellious, give to thm the 
precious oil of grace. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for the talents thou hast given us. 
Thou hast given us reason, and immortal natures ; thou hast 
given us the Word of life, a preached Goq;»el, and the or^- 
nanoes of relimon. Holy Spirit may we so oooupy and en^y 
and improve these talents, that, vrlm our Xxsrd shall come to 
us at d^th, we shall hear his welcome voice thus encouragtog 
our hearts : Well done, good foithftd servants, enter ye 
into the joy of your Lc^ 

We thaw a gracious Providence for the mercies of the past 
day, and we coipoit ourselves, soul and body, into the seem of 
our God this :^ht. Mcrdfully hear our prayer, and Idot out 
our tranagreasioiui, for Jesto’ nike, who loved w and S&eA {br 
us. Amen, and amen. . ^ 


SIXTH WElfiK.-.SATUEDAY MOENING. 


MAtn tOVlBETY. 

Am, JfittHhf. 

1 VX humble loula, oomplain no more ; 
X Let faith surrey your luturo itore : 

How hapOT, how aannely blest, 

The saoiw words of troth attest. 

2 When oonsoious iiiief Imnents sinoeie, 
And pours the penitential tear, 

Hope points, to your footed eyes. 

The li^ht reversion in the skies. 

8 In vain the sons of wealth and pride 
Despise your lot, your hopes dende : 

In vain they boast their uttlo stores : 
Trides ore theirs, a kingdom yours* 


GENESIS XLI. 

PharaohU DrtamM. 

A ND it came to pasa, at the end of two full years, that 
Pharaoh dreamed : and, behold, he stood by the river. 

2 And, behold, there came out of the river seven well 
fovoured kine, and fatfieshed; and they fed in a meadow. 

8 And, behold, seven other kine came up after them out of 
the river, ill favoured and leanfieshed; and stood by the other 
kine upon &e brink of the river. 

4 And the ill favoured and leanfieshed kine did eat up the 
seven well favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. 

5 And he slept, and dreamed the second time : and, behold, 
seven ears of corn came up upon one stalk, rank and good. 

6 And, behold, seven thin ears, and blasted with the east 
wind, sprung up after them. 

7 And the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank and full 
ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a dream. 

8 And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was 
tronhled; and he sent and called for all the magicians of 

pt, and all the wise men thereof : and Pharaoh told them 
his weam : bat there was none that could interpret them unto 
Pharaoh. 

9 Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, I do 
remembmr my faults this day ; 

10 Phanum was wroth with his servants, and put me in 
ward in the captain of the guard’s 'house, both me and the 
chief baher; 

11 And we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we 
dreamed each man according to the interpretation of his 

dreapii 

12 And there was there with us a young man, an Hebrew, 
servant to the captain of the guard ; and we told him, and he 
interpreted to us our dreams ; to each man according to his 
dream he did interpret. 

18 And it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was ; 
me he restored unto mine office, and him he hanged. 

14 Thai Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought 
him hastily out of the dungeon : and he shaved himse^, and 
ohaoged hu raiment, and came in unto Pharaoji. 

16 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream, 
and there it none that can interpret it s and I have heard say 
of thee, that thou canst understand a drem to interpret it. 

18 Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me : 


18 AM Josmn answerea rnaraon, sayiug 
vhsM ^ Pharaoh an answer of peaoe. 


V vtoK Qxs. an.— “loigtheaed^ sod muust vw the 


of Joe^S but it was ffio hmbingw of days of great 
rioiT. ‘larist’s humiliation WM trying, ireary, md 
SroeTrot it waSo prehide of his most ^ 

bJiS leoeiving 8 iiaaio -above every name, and of being raised as 


Mediator to the loftiest throne in heaven, for above all principalities 
and powers. God’s purposes are often aboomplished by means the 
most unlikely. At first we oan see no connection betwixt the 
dreams of a luxurious king, and the liberation of an innocent, injured 
prisoner. Fruitfulness and sterility, abundance and famine, ore 
God’s servants, and at his command ; how much, then, should kings 
and subjects honour, and stand in awe of that God, who can bless 
with the greatest prosperity, or visit with the greyest adversity! 
who can save and destroy I 


PRAYER. 

T]^E address and approacli thee, 0 Lord, as our covenant 
▼ ▼ God in Christ. From the foundation of the world 
thou didst enter into covenant with the Son of love, for 
accomplishing the redemption of ruined men.- Wo rejoice 
that in the day of conversion thou dost mercifully condescend 
to enter into covenant with thy children. Thou art a faithful 
God, true to thy purposes, thy promises, and thy covenant. 
Thou keepest covenant and mercy with thy servants. What 
reason have wc to rejoice that, though thou dwellest between 
the cherubim in glorious majesty, wielding the sceptre of 
universal dominion, thou condescendest to hear the prayers of 
weeping penitents, and to pardon all their sins ! 

In thee, O Jesus, are laid up all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge, and thou hast been a mouth and wisdom to 
thy people in Old Testament times, as well as in New Tes- 
tament days. Prom thee alone is the preparation of the heart 
in man, and the answer of the tongue. Thou didst inspire 
Joseph with wisdom, and gavest him that knowledge of future 
events which raised him to such honour and usefulness in 
the land of Egypt. We adore thee as the only wise God our 
Sa^dour. 

We thank our God that we have been encompassed with 
thy gracious arms last night, and that another opportunity is 
given US to draw near to thy mcrcy-scat, to be encouraged 
with thy blessings, and comforted by thy smiles. We thank 
God that wc have been again permitted to read the oracles of 
eternal truth. Holy Spirit, bless to us the Word of life, and 
may it prove the light and joy of our hearts. Enlarge our 
hearts ; then shall wc run in the way of thy commandments,. 

Like the servant of Pharaoh, we would remember our faults 
this day. Great and numerous and highly aggravated are our 
transgressions, O Lord. We have sinned against light, and 
against love. Secretly and publicly we have sinned, and, we 
have reason to lament, we have often sinned presumptuously. 
We seek forgiveness through our blessed Savioiurs blood. 
Merciful father, we fall down before thy lace ; thjr grace is our 
only refuge ; the leprosy of sin lies so deep within us, that all 
the outward forms of religion are insuflicient to wash out the 
vile, polluting stain. Such is our guilt, O J esus, that thou alone 
hast power to make atonement for our sins. Gloiy to thy 
name, thy blood can make us white as snow, which never 
could bo done by Jewish types, washings, or ceremonies. 

Convince our dear children that they were bom in sin, and 
need to be washed from their original pollution. Convince 
them that they have offended thee by many siifful actions, and 
therefore need forgiveness. 0 Jesus^ we bring them to Uiee, 
the divine fountain. Mercifully wash all thetr sins away. 

Lord, imp^art to each one of us the grace which was commu- 
nicst^ to Joseph. Give us the patience he exemplified in 
afldiction, and aaom us with that humility which shone with 
such brightness in his character. Clothe us with humility. 
Above aS, O Jesus, may we learn of thee, who art meek ^d 
lowly in heart. Enable us this day to exercies the Christi^ 
graces. Hear, foi’giv©, and accept, for Jesus’ s^e. To the 
Father, Son, and Spirit, one Jehovah, we wjuld asenbe tbc 
kingdom, power, and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

ic 8 W 



SIXTH WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENING* 


JVBOlfBNT. 

Partial* Judgment, EdmeUg. 

1 T 0 ! ho comes with clouds descending, 

Once for favoured sinners slain ; 
Thousand^ thousand saints attending. 
Swell the triumph of his train : 
Hallelujah ! 

Jesus now shall ever reign. 

2 Every eye shall now behold him 

llobea in dreadful miyesty : 

•rhose who set at nought and sold him, 
Pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
Deeply wailing, 

Shall the great Messiah see ! 

S Every island, sea, and mountain, 

Heaven and cartli shall flee away ; 

All who hate him must, confounded. 
Hear the trump proclaim the day : 

Come to judgment ! 

Come to judgment, come away. 


Olivers. 


MATTHEW XXV. 

! Tlte Day of Judgment. 

W HEN the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all 
the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the 
throne of his glory : 

82 And before him shall )>e gathered all nations : and he 
shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth 
his sheep from the goats : 

83 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the 
goats on the left. 

34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand. 
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foun&tion of the world : 

85 For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat : I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me drink : I was a stranger, and ye took 
roe in : ' 

86 Naked, and ye clothed me : I was sick, and ye visited 
me : 1 was in prison, and ye came unto me. 

37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, 
when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee ? or thirsty, and 
gave thee drink ? 

38 When saw wc thee a stranger, and took thee in ? or 
naked, and clothed thee ? 

89 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto 
thee? 

40 And the Ejng shall answer and say unto them, Verily I 
say unto you. Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

41 Then shall ho say also unto them on the left hand. 
Depart from mo, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels : 

42 For I wuB an hungered, and ye gave me no meat : I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me no drink : 

48 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in : naked, and ye 
clothed me not ; sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 

44 Then shall they also answer him, saying. Lord, when 
saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked,^ 
or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 

45 Then shall he answer them, saying. Verily I say unto 
you, Inasmuch as ye did it hot to one of the least of these, ye 
did it not to me. 

46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment : 
but the righteous into me eteiW. 

REFt4BCTioK8 Hatt. XXV.— What a contrast! our blessed. 
LoWl, in his humiliation, surrounded with the darkness of the grave, 
and now filling heaven with the splendour of his {^ory! attended on 
04 


earth by a fow humble and impoveriihed fishermen, and attended in 
the sky, wd at the judgment^ay, with an innumerable company of 
angels! Sovereign grace makes a marked difference betwixt the 
righteous and the wmked on earth, which in many instances is but 
imperfectly discerned; but how g^t riiaU the wtinction appear 
when Jesus fills his judgmefib^seat ! How, the wicked may occupy 
the loftiost places on cam, hut then, the xig^teous shall be exal^ 
to a place beside Jesus on his throne. 0 how the following fact 
should impress our hearts, end produce in our minds the most 
solemnizing effoots!— namely, the righteous laymg up for themsolves 
a treasure of blessedness in heaven, and the wicked heaping' Up for 
themselves wrath against the day of wrath ; the righteous clothed 
with Christ’s merit, and the wicked bound for ever with the chains 
of their own guilt ! 

PRAYER. 

0 LORD our God, thou art a God of glorious majesty. 

Thou art the omniscient witness of the purposes and 
actions and sins of all who are upon the face of the earth, and 
thou hast appointed a day in which thou shalt judge the world 
in righteousness by Jesus Christ. Thou art the mighty Qod, 
even the Lord, who shall call the earth from the rising of the 
sun unto the going down thereof. Our God shall come, and 
shall not keep silence ; fire shall devour before him, mid it 
shall be very tempestuous round about. He shall call to the 
lieavens from above, and to the earth, Gather my saints 
together unto me. The heavens shall declare his righteous* 
ness, for God himself is judge. 

Blessed Jesus, we acknowledge thy divine nature and thy 
divine prerogatives. As God thou shalt fill the throne of 
judgment, and as mediator all judgment is committed into 
thy hand. O prepare us for that solemn day when thou shalt 
appear upon the throne of judgment, when thou shalt come in 
thy glory, and all the holy angels with thee ; yea, when thou 
shalt come with ten thousand of thy saints, to execute judgr 
ment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among 
them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly 
committed, and of all their hard speeches which they have 
spoken against thee. Divine Saviour, prepare for that 
solemn day I Then all nations shall be gathered Wore thee, 
and as a shepherd separateth the sheep from the goats, so 
shalt thou separate the righteous from the wicked. May we on 
that day not be found among the wicked, who shall be plaoad in 
ignominy on tby left-hand; but may we be found among the 
righteous, arrayed in the robe of rignteonsness, and placid in 
honourable distinction on thy right-hand. Holv Spirit, |Hre* 
pare us for that solemn dav when the kings of the earth, and 
the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and 
the mighty men, and every bondman, and every freeman, 
shall hide themselves in tne dens, and in the rocks of the 
mountains ; and when thev shall say to the mountains and 
rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him ihsA 
sitteth upon the throne, and from the wrath of the liomb. 

affect the minds qf our dear childreh with the pro- 
spect of thejudgment^day, and give them grace now to embrace 
Jesus as their beloved Saviour. 

On the morning of the resurrection may all of us awake 
amid the songs of angels, and hear our Lord and Saviour’s 
loving voice: Come, ye Uessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the fou^ation of the world. 

We thank our God for the mercies of the dar and of the 
week; and this night would repose with confidmee on the 
paternal and providential care of our God and Father in Christ. 

Let the words of our mrath and the supplications of our 
heart be aeeeptable in thj right, O Lord, thro^h Jesus Christ, 
emr strengtii and Redeemer. And may the grace <rF the Lord { 
Jesus CSiruit, and the love of Gk>d, and the comm^on of | 
Eo\g Ghost, be with ns all. Amen. • < 


SEVENTH WEEK*— SABBATH MOENING. 


Yff£ CONaUUOIr'il eONO. 

C^mibriige Ifcw. c. u« 


ThV tenors, Xord, oonfoiind the foe, 
And melt their strengSi away. 

.3 'Tis by thine aid onr troops prevail, 
And break united powers. 


Or bum their boasted fleets, or scale 
The proudest of their tawera. 

3 How have, we chased them through the fluid, 

And trod them to the ground, 

While Ihy salvation was our shield. 

But they no shelter found ! 

Watts, P«. 18, p. 77. 

PSALM XVIII. 

The Triimphi of the Saint, 

maketh my feet like hinds^ feet, and setteth me upon 
my high places. 

34 He teacheth my hands to war, so that a bow of steel is 
broken by mine arms. 

86 Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and 
thy right hand hath holden me up, and thy gentleness hath 
mme me great. 

86 Thou hast enlarged my steps under me, that my feet did 
not slip. 

87 t have pursued mine enemies, and overtaken them: 
nrither did I turn ag^in till they were consumed. 

88 I have wotmded them that they were not able to rise : 
they are fallen under my feet. 

89 For thou hast giiried me with strength unto the battle : 
thou hast subdued under me those that rose up against me. 

40 Thou hast also given me the necks of mine enemies ; 
Aat I might destroy them that hate me. 

41 Th^ cried, but there was none to save them: even unto 
the Lord, but he answered them not. 

42 Then did 1 beat them small as the dust before the wind : 
I did cast them out as the dirt in the streets. 

48 Thou hast delivered me fh)m the strivings of the people; 
and thou hast made me the head of the heathen : a people 
wfwm 1 have not known shall serve me. 

44 As soon as they hear of me, they shall obey me : the 
strangers shall submit themselves unto me. 

46 The strangers shall fade away, and be afraid out of their 
close places. 

46 The Lord liveth ; and blessed be my rock ; and let the 
God of my salvation be exalted. 

47 It is God^ that avengeth me, and subdueth the people 
under me. 

48 He ddivereth me from mine enemies : yea, thou liftest 
me up above those that rise up against me : thou hast de- 
livered me from the violent man. 

49 Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among 
the heathen, and sing praises tmto thy name. 

60 Great deliverance giveth he to his king; and sheweth 
mercy to his anointed, to David, and td his seed for evermore. 

Bmaoriovs uroR Vujum; xvixi.-— Happy are^ those whose feet are 
swift to run in the way of Gk>d’s commandments. Their delight in his 
service'on earth is ui evidence that th^ shall live eternally in his pre- 
sence in heaven. Gl<nipuspvoimeot ! they shall be sot upon high 
places in the odestial Zion. Benevers are warriors in Ohmit’s spirit 
army ; apd he gives them such instructions &r the spiritual combat, 
that the plans of their anemies ate all defeated, and their proud 
boasting fellow^ by disgrace, God is the defence his people, and 
in the day of danger smeads over them ihe pow^fol shield his 
graoioiy protection. Thev are arrayed in the whole amour it Chd, 
ond thmore able to stand in Iheem day« Ifay my sovd.be olsd in 


that armour, and may a noble ambition inspire my bosom, that all 
my lusts and passions, and spiritual enemies, may be trampled under 
my feet I They who ^strust ihcmsolvo^ and place their ooiddenoo in 
Christ, shall be preserved from frlling into temptation. On thoo, 0 
Jesus, may my met bo placed, the (^y Book of Agos ! Hay those 
desir^ days soon arrive, when all the nations of tho oarth shall 
submit to the mediatorial sway of Christ. By the downpouriDg of 
tho Spirit; when they hear of his glory, they shall bow before his 
sceptre. 

" Fly abroad, thou mighty Gospel 1 
VVin and conquer, never cease.’* 

prayek 

^ LORIOUS Ecdecmer,Hhou art the Conqueror of death, 
and on the morning of the first day thou didst burst 
asunder the bands of mortality, and thus declare to the intel- 
ligent universe that the sting of death was taken away. We 
bless our beneficent and gracious Father, that as a family we 
have enjoyed the blessed guardianship of our God during the 
last night, and that we arc allowed so peacefully to surround 
the family altar on the morning of a day which commemo- 
rates the glorious victories of our exalted Lord. 

Holy Spirit, may we enter on this day suitably impressed 
with its sacred sanctity. May these words seriously affect our 
minds : Verily, my Sabbaths shall ye keep, for it is a sign 
between me and you, that ye may know that I am the Lord 
which doth sanctify you. Preserve us from the profanation of 
thy blessed day, lest the doom which befell Israel should befall 
us. Thou didst say by thy servant Esekiel, But the house of 
Israel rebelled against me in the wilderness : they walked not 
in my statutes, and they despised my judgments, which if a 
man do, ho shall even live in them ; and my Sabbaths they 
greatly polluted ; then 1 said, I will pour out my fury upon 
them in the wilderness, to consume them. What reason have 
we to lament that, as families, and as a nation at large, we so 
much resemble Israel of old 1 Preserve our princes and our 
rulers, rich and poor, from despising and profaning thy holy 
day. Let the great and the mighty of our land show an 
example to all around them, that they fear God and respect 
his Sabbath. 

We would now earnestly supplicate the Holv Spirit to 
prepare us for the important duties of this sacred day. Let 
the prospect of entering thv courts give us greater joy than if 
we were invited to the palaces of earthly princes. Let the 
prospect of sitting around the gospel-table afford us greater 
delight than if we were called to partake of tho most delicious 
and costly feast. May each one of us say with the Psalmist, 
I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house 
of the Lord. 

Bless the congregation to which wo belong with a copious 
cf^ion of the Holy Spirit. Sun of Righteousness, shine upon 
it : divine Spirit, breathe upon it; then it shall prove a garden 
of beauty, and exhale the fragrance of heaven. May thy 
servant who shall proclaim to us tho peaceful message of 
salvation be this day a successfiil herald of the truth. May 
thy Word come from his lips with power, and may not a few 
be made subject to the gracious reign of Christ, and fell 
prostrate at his feet. 

Make the children of our family to touch the golden 
sceptre qf his love, and live for ever* 

Have meiCT on all the churches, and may an eminent revival 
of religion, of feith, humility, and love, take place among them 
R^ove from the descendants of Abi^am their veil cf unbe- 
lief and prejudice, and soon may they acknowledge Jesus to be 
the promised Messiah. Hasten the day when all nations shall 
sec the glory of Immanuel. 

Graciously hear our {Hrayer, and forgive our sins, for Jesiw 
sake. Amen. 

Our Father which art in h^ven, &c. 

86 


SEVENTH WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


TBXTl WldDOM, 
yevfSMatk 

1 LT APPlif (Jio tarn who finds the grace — 

The blessing of God’s chosen race ; 

'Ihe wisdom coming from above, 

And faith that sweetly works by love. 

Happy, beyond description, he 
Who knows, The Saviour died for me — 

The gift unspeakable obtains, 

And heavenly understanding gains. 

3 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 

And all her flowery paths ore peace : 

Wisdom to silver we prefer, 

And gold is dross compared with her. 

JOB XXVIII. 

irurdom. 

S URELY there is a vein for the silver, and a place for gold 
where they fine it, 

7 There is a path which no fowl knoweth, and which the 
viilture's.ejre hath not seen : 

8 The lion’s whelps have not trodden it, nor th(i fierce lion 
passed by it. 

12 But where shall wisdom be found ? and where is the 
place of understanding ? 

13 Man knoweth not the price thereof; neitlicr is it found 
in the land of the living. 

14 The depth saith, It is not in me : and the sea saitli, It 
is not with me. 

15 It cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be 
weighed /or the price thereof. 

16 It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir ; w ith the 
precious onyx, or the sapfihire. 

17 The gold and the crystal cannot equal it: and the 
exchange of it shall not be for jewels of fine gold. 

! 18 No mention shall be made of coral, or of pearls : for the 

price of wisdom is above rubies. 

19 The t^az of Etliiopia shall not equal it, neither sliall it 
be valued with pure gold. 

20 Whence then cometh wisdom ? and where is the place 
of understanding? 

21 Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, and kept 
close from me fowls of tlie air. 

22 Destruction and death say, Wc have heard the fame 
thereof with our ears. 

23 God understandeth the way thereof, and he knowctli the 
place thereof : 

24 For he looketh to the ends of the earth, and secth under 
the whole heaven ; 

25 To make the weight for the winds; and he weigheth the 
waters^ measure. 

26 When he made a decree for the rain, and a way for the 
lightning of the thunder : 

27 Then did he see it, and declare it ; he prepared it, yea^ 
and searched it out. 

28 And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, 
that is wisdom ; and to depart from evil is understanding. 


awLScnoirs upon Job xxviii.-^ld and silver form an earthly 
mhentaaoe, but grace and salvation a heavenly inheritance. Ihe 
fmer has nwsr satisfied the desires of men; latter oonfers 
biosMdnsss and joy unspeakable. The ibnner brings many troubles,' 
anxieties, wd cares ; the latter soothes the mind under evsiy suffer- 
iafc wd,iT4theoU<rfio7forinDunung. ThefanaerhuAtoideiicy 
to debaM and ooiD^t; the latter p^os the heart, and and 

exidto ^0 fittoidties of the soul. The former is uncettain, end pro- 
verbial for taking to itself wings and fleeing away, never to return ; 


while the latter is an inherita&ee inconuptible and undefiled, and 
can never fkde away. How infinitely privileged are we be]rond the 
sages and pagan philosophers of ancient daysl Hiey were ignoiunt 
of true wisdom, and were without the means of becoming acquainted 
with its nature: we have &e warning word of truth, which teaohes 
what wisdom is. Do we savingly know that the knowledge, love, 
and fear of God is wisdom? nlessed Jesus, give us this lovely 
jewel, this pearl of great price !” 


Anon. 


PBAYER. 

A t the close of another sacred Sabbath of rest, we would 
exclaim in the language of the Psalmist, The Lord liveth : 
and blessed be my rock : and let the God of my salvation be 
exalted. 

We desire to be deeply sensible of the distinguished kind- 
ness, and of the great privileges we have eigoyed this day. 
Bless the Lord, O our soul, and forget not all his benefit. 
We were permitted to enter thy sanctuary and worship ihbe, 
the only, the living, and the true God, through Chnst, the 
Mediator between God and man. What shall we render unto 
the Lord for aU his benefits ! 

We acknowledge and confess with shame the cardess ai^ 
lukewarm manner in which we have heard the Gospel^ and m 
which we have engaged in the other services of thy nouse this 
day. We have too much resembled ancient Israel, of whom 
it was said. Hear yc indeed, but understand not; see ye indeed, 
but perceive not. Suffer our hearts to be no more fat, nor our 
cars Jieavy. May we see with our eyes, and hear with our 
cars, and understand with our hearts; and may we be con- 
verted and healed. 

Wc thank thee for thy kindness to thy ministers and people 
throughout the whole Christian world. The bread has b^n 
cast upon the waters ; may it be found many days hence. The 
seed has been sown ; may a rich harvest arise, and many have 
reason tlirougli all eternity to sing the song of Moses and of 
the Lamb for the blessed conquests which have been aeo 9 m- 
plished this day. 

Have mercy on thine afflicted cliildren, who were necessarily 
absent from thy house of prayer. May they rejoice more and 
more in the prospect of entering those heavenljr realms where 
the blessed inhaDitants are never interrupted m their fellow- 


ship, or disturbed in their enjoy 
anguish. May these words 


j, by bodily pain or mortal 

the consolation of their ]^arts : 
And God himself shall wipe away all tears from theif eyes. 
May the preaching of the Gospel to which we have listenea be 
instrumental in preparing us to encounter, resist, ^d subdue 
our spiritual enemies. May we be preserved this night ; and, 
if we enter on another day, may we show that we have the 
whole armour of God. Lord, give us the shield of thy salva- 
tion ; help us by thy right-hand, and by the gentleness of thy 
grace may we be rendered formidable to our spiritual foes. 
May we pursue our lusts and corruptions ; 'may we overtake 
them, and not return again till th^ are consilmed. O give us 
that wi^om which is the fear of the Lord. Teach xiji to 
esteem it more than Ophir’s gold, and to seek it as for hidden 
treasures. 

Preserve our dear children from the enemies of their soul. 
At an early period may tKey ^come the soldiere of Jeeus, the 
captain (f salvation. Prepare tkmfor the Christian UHtrfare, 
make them faithful unto death; then mil they reorive the 
qrown of Ife. 

Let our person^ our servieei^ and prayers be aGce|itod in 
the Bdoved. ^ And now blessed be the Lord Ood, the Ood of 
Israel, who only doetti wondrcnui things. And Ueised be bit 
glorious iianmibr ever ; and Jet the wlble earth be fiHh 
his gloey. Amen, and amen. / 

Out Father vfbach. art in heaven, tsc. 


SByEJpTH WBM..— MONI>AY MOENING. 


vaa QosaBX# itbast. 
j0r^*$Mmkn OtfM, 

1 lAXT hift most holy moimti 
" Ood iml a laftii 9 mare» 

And Israel’i foiMi, aad Oentile lands^ 
Shall in the banquet ahare. 

2 Marrow and fhtness are'^the fi>od 

Hia boonteoua hand beatowa ; 
Wine on the lees, and well-rofinod, 
In rich abimdakoe hows. 

3 Soo,to the vileit of the vile 

a! free aceeptanoe given ! 

See rebels, bv adopting grace, 

Sit with the heirs of heaven ! 

4 The pained, the sick, the dying, now 

To ease and health restored, 

With earn appetites partake 
The plenties of the hoard. 


GiBBONi. 


GENESIS XLI. 

In$erpretaU9n» of Pharaoh* » J>rtam, 

A ND Pharaoh said unto Joseph, In my dream, behold, I 
stood UTOU the bank of the river : 

18 And, behold, there came up out of the river seven kine, 
fiit-fleshed and well favoured j and they fed in a meadow : 

19 And, behold, seven other kine came up after them, poor 
and veiw iU favom^ and lean-fleshed, such as I never saw in 
all the hmd of Egypt for badness : 

20 And the lean and the ill favoured kine did eat up the first 
•even fist kine. 

21 And when they had eaten them up, it could not be known 
that they had eaten them : but they tuet'e still ill favoured, as 
at fhe beginning. So I awoke. 

22 And I saw in my dream, and, l)ehold, seven cars came 
usp in one stalk, full and good : 

28 Ahd, behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted^ with 
the east wind, sprung up after them : 

24 And the min ears devoured the seven good ears : and I 
told tkii unto the magicians ; but there was none that could 
declare it to me. 

25 And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh 
is one : Ood hath shewed Pharaoh what he is about to do. 

26 The seven good kine are seven years ; and the seven good 
ean are seven years ; the dream is one. 

27 And the seven thin and ill favoured kine, that came up 
after them are seven years ; and the seven empty years, blasted 
with the east wind, shall be seven years of famine. 

28 This is the thing which I have spoken unto Pharaoh : 
What is about to do he shewoth imto Pharaoh. 

29^Bdtold, there come seven years of great plenty through- 
out aU the land of Egypt : 

80 And there shall arise after them seven years of famine ; 

and sU the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and 
the idiall consume the land ; 

81 And the denty shall not be known in the land, by reason 
of that ftmine following ; for it shall he very grievous. 

82 And ibr that the dream was doubled unto P,haraoh twice; 
it is bbcadse the thing is established by God, and God will 
shortly boring it to pass. 

88 Now let Pharaoh look out a maj^ discreet and 

wh», ea[id set him ovdr the 1^ 

84 liCt MsixiaM dorfttia^ end let him appoint offioen over 
tibe land^ hiid thke iqflbefrfth part of the land of Egypt in 
tibe sevon nlenleous y * ^ ^ ^ 

98 Am M tikem ipkffaer all the food of tfmte good years 
^thl^ ley ec^ under tibe hand of Pharaoh, and 

let them keep fom in the cities. 

86 And that food shall be for store to the land agamst the 


seven years of famine, which shall be in the land of Egypt • 
that the land per^ not through the famine. ^ 

87 And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in 
the eyes of dl his servants. 

Brelbotions upok Gek. xu.—The river Nile is remarkable among 
the most wonderful rivers on the face of the earth ; but there is no 
earthly river worthy to bo compared with the river of salvation,— 
*'tho streams whereof make glad the city of our God.” Pharaoh 
dreamed he stood on the famous banks of the river of Egypt : may 
we enjoy the satisfying evidence that we shall walk upon the flowery 
banks of the river of life, which flows from the throne of God and 
the Lamb I 

PEAYEE. 

/^LOEY to God in the highest, that, in approaching thy 
blessed throne, we are permitted to address thee as our God 
and Father in Christ. With humility and reverence we wouhl 
adore thee in thy being and attributes. Thou ^dst derive thy 
being from none, while all derive their existence from thee. It 
w in thee we live, move, and have our being. While thou art 
infinitely blessed in thyself, thou art the inexhaustible source 
of all the blessedness with which thy loving and obedient 
subjects are enriched. Thou delightest in the felicity of thy 
creatures. The humming of insects, the singing of birds, the 
praises of men, and the songs of angels — all is delightfril and 
acceptable to thee. Lord, evermore give us thy grace; then 
shall we celebrate thy praise with intelligent, sanctified, and 
I happy minds, for ever and ever. 

Holy Spirit, let gratitude inspire all our hearts, for the 
countless blessings poured into the cup of our lot. We thank 
our God for the providential care we have experienced during 
the past night, and that it has not proved to us the night of 
death. May all of us be impressed with the conviction of the 
truth, that our last day and our last night are fast drawing 
nigh. 

Impress our dear children with this thought. May they feel 
convinced that every day, that every night, is bringing them 
nearer and nearer that solemn period, when they must exchange 
time for eternity. Whether they die in childhood or in advanced 
years, may they fall asleep in the arms of Christ, 

O liord our God, as thop didst declare thyself the God of 
all the families of Israel, be thou the God of our family, and 
of all the families with which we arc connected. May all of 
us be endowed with the noble spirit which animated the mind 
of Joshua, and with him may we say, Whatever others do, we 
will serve the Lord. Let our dwelling-place be blessed. Here 
may we ever seek a gi'acious and new-covenant God, and here 
may God dwell. Let it be said of our abode, Jehovah shammah 
— the Lord is there. 

Give us day by day our daily bread, and bestow upon us all 
those temper^ blessings thou seest meet for us in thy good- 
ness. May we show this day, and all the days of the week, 
that we were impressed with thy Word to which we listened 
on the past Sabbath, and that the dew of the Spirit descended 
and stiU remains on our souls. 

We have now read of the famine which lonff since visited 
ancient Egypt. O Lord, have mercy on those lands where a 
dreadful femine of the Gospel prevails. We would mourn 
over fhe doleful circumstances of millions of otur race, who 
never heard of Jesus, the true bread, who came down from 
heaven. Hasten the day, O Saviour, when the heavenly 
shall descend on those regions of idoktrr, miseiy, and 
death. We have long ei\joyed in these lands tna feast of fat 
things. Be not provoked to remove from us this greatest 
ofMnsmgs, but may it continue with us tUl the dose of 
ages; till time shall be no more. Forgive our sins, and 
hear prayen, for the sake of him who died for us and rose 

again. Amen, and amen. , 


SEVENTH WEEK.— MONDAY EVENiNO. 


jrURIST OTTR tASSOVER. 
iC4r0wtli, Tunbridge, • Jamee*, c. m. 

1 T O, the destroying angel flics 
“ To Pharaoh’s stubborn land ; 

The pride and flower of Egypt dies 

By his vindictive hand. 

2 He nassed th^ tents of Jacob o’er, 

Nor poured the wrath divine j 
Ho saw the blood on every door, 

And blessed the peaceful sign. 

d Thus the appointed Lamb must bleed, 

To break the Eg 3 rptian yoke ; 

Thus Israel is from bonda^ freed, 

And ’scapes the ongol’s stroke. 

4 Lord, if my heart were sprinkled too 
With blood so rich as thine, 

Justice no longer would pursue 
This guilty soul of mine. 

Watts, 155, B, II. 

MATTHEW XXVI. 

The Bidets conspire against Ch'ist, 

A ND it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these 
sayings, he said unto his disciples, 

2 Ye know that after two days is the feast of the passover, 
and the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified, 

8 Then assembled together the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and the elders of the people, unto the palace of the high priest, 
who was called Caiaphas, 

4 And consulted that they might take Jesus by subtilty, and 
kill him. 

5 But they said. Not on the feast rfay, lest there be an 
uproar among the people. 

6 Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon 
the 

7 There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box 
of very precious ointment, and poured it on his head, as he sat 
at meat. 

8 But when his disciples saw it, they had indignation, 
sayii^, To what purpose is this waste? 

9For this' ointment might have been sold for much, and 
given to the poor. 

10 When Jesus understood it, he said unto them. Why 
trouble ye the woman? for she hath wrought a good work 
upon me. 

11 Bor ye have the poor always with you ; but me ye have 
not always. 

12 For in that she hath poured this ointment on my body, 
she did it for my burial. 

13 Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be 
preached in the whole world, there shall also this, that this 
woman hath done, be told for a memorial of her. 

14 Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto 
the chief priests, 

15 Ana said unto them, What will jrc give me, and I will 
deliver him unto you ? And they covenanted with him for 
thirty pieces of silver. 

16 And from that time he sought opportunity to betray 
him. 

17 Now the first day of feast unleaven^ bread the 

came to Jesus, saying unto him, Whm wilt thou that 
we prepare for thee to eat the passover? 

IS^And he said, Go into the city to such a man, and say 
imUnbim, The Master saith, My time is at hand ; I will keep 
the passovmr at thy house with my discinles. 

19 And the disciples did as Jesus haa appmnied them; and 
they made ready the passover. 


I Eefuwtxoks rrpoir Matt. xm.-~0aii we sty of Christ's wordSr 
They are sweeter than honey, they are morp'preoious than 
Happy and bless^ are they who know them, Tolae them, believe 
them, and obey them. God iheomato appeared on earth, and men 
filling the lomest office in the Jewish church contrived to shed his 
blood, and to take his life. And while the infbrior priests were pre- 
paring to sacrifice the typical lamb, the chief priests were p^amg 
to shed tlie blood of Jesus, the Lamh of Qoa,--Hmr true Bassover, 
sacrificed for us. Mary anointed Christ with ^rishing ointment 
may Jesus, by his Spirit, anoint us with the oil of grace, the 
fragrance and the influence of which shall last fbr ever. Let the 
covetous fear and tremble : they who love gold and silver more than 
Christ resemble Judas, who has gone to his place. 


PRAYER. 

^ OD and Father of our Lord and Savioixr Jesus Christ, wc 
^ would come as a family, and sing unto thee the Lord ; we 
would make a joyful noise unto thee, the Rock of our salvation. 
In thine undeserved kindness to us, thy rebellious children, 
thou hast preserved us during the past day from the mws of 
death, the king of terrors, and the terror of kings ; we will there- 
fore come before thy presence with thanksgiving, and make a 
joyful noise unto thee with psalms. What reason have we to 
addre thee, O Lord, when we think of the vast universe whicli 
thy hand hath made, and the kingdoms of providence and ' 
grace over which thou dost reign! Thou the Lord art a : 
great God, and a great King above aU gods. In thine hand | 
are the deep places of the earth, the strength of the hUls is ^ 
thine also. The sea is thine, for thou hast made it, and thy 
hands have formed the dry land. We will therefore come, wc j 
will worship and bow down ; we will kneel beforp Ae Lord 1 
our Maker. Thou art our God ; make us, O J esus, the pecqple of > 
thy pasture, and the sheep of thy hand. j 

Thou heart-searching God, when wo think of our pride, our 
enmity, our cdmality, our hypocrisy, and the length and cata- 
logue of our sins, as a family and as individuals we have just 
cause to wonder that we are now prostrate before the throne 
of grace, where none arc rejected who look to thee through 
Jesus Ctoist. Truly we are sinners ; wc have rendered our- 
selves obnoxious to tby justice, and deserve to feel the atroke 
of thine iron rod. But we rejoice, divine Saviour, that thou 
art the paschal lamb who was sacrificed for us, to take^ the 
guilt of sin away. O for a lively, vigorous faith, to believe 
that thou the Lamb of God hast indeed been sacrifioed fos 
us ! Let each one of us have peace with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, for thy blood speaketb better things than 
the blood of Abel. While his blood cried for vengeance, we 
rejoice that thy blood proclaims mercy for a sinfal, ruined 
world. 

We would mourn, O Jesus, over that murderous enmity 
which the cruel Jews manifested against thee in plotting tky 
I death. We confess the cruelty of our hearts against thee. 
By nature the same enmity dwells in us which dwelt in ihmn. 
Mighty and gracious Spirit, destroy the enmity of our souls, 
and let love to Christ, sincere, fervent, and superlative, reign 
within us. 

Teach our dear children in thy presence to love th^ Baviovr. 
May they admire the conduct the kumUe penitent who took 
the bos ofwecioua ointment and poured U on hie head. May 
they resenwle her in the fervour ^ her kwe. 

Gracious Father, bless our relatives and friends/^ eonf^ 
gation to whi(fli we belong, and thjipscrvant who dmemen 
among us the oracles of truth. SuSir none of us, like Jjadip^ 
to bei^y our Lord. Make us fSiithftil unto death ; then 
^ all at last receive a crowed of life, which fedetii not alvigr. 

Give us thy patenud proteotmg care this Ibigive ouf 
sins, and hear our prdym, for Jewis, our exalted Mediatar'a 
take. Amen. 


if^VENTH W]EXC.^.<-^mSiMlr mobnin^. 


cimsii or aix natiom. 

diMA JmMtm. 

1 TNf JJWHE. i> titine, 

Tboalomr Vtiao9 vl Qnael 
2Jijrivs!0ti$dt$d b0iu1id§ 

WUb, ntmr-Aiding tbjw. 

2 8binm% ftom earth’s remotest end, 

Oomo Imduig at thjr feet; 

To thee their prayers and tows asoend, 
Zh ^ae their ii^es meet. 

3 Thy name, ju precious ointment shed, 

DeUghts the church around ; 

Sweetly the sacred odours spr^ 
Through all Immapuers ground. 


GENESIS XLI. 


Fawors. 


/oMpa raiad fo great Monewr, 

A ND Pharaoh said unto his serTants, Gan we find such a 
one as this ta, a man in whom the Spirit of God is ? 

89 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph^ Forasmuch as God hath 
shewed thee all this, Mere is none so discreet and wise as thou 
or/; 

40 Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy 
wmd shall all my people be ruled : only in the throne will I lie 
grater than thou. 

41 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee 
over all the land of Egypt. 


42 And Pharaoh took off his rii^ from his hand, and put it 
upon Joseph’s hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine Kneu, 
am put a gold chain about his neck ; 

48 And he made him to ride in the second chariot which 
lie had ; and they cried before him. Bow the knee : and he 
made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. 

44 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and 
without thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all the ^ 
land of Egypt. 

.45 And Pharaoh called Joseph’s name Zaphnath-paoneah 
and he mve him to wife Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah 
.mest (ff On. And Joseph went out over all the land of 

4o And Josej^ was thirty years old when he stood before 
Phahmh king of Egypt. Ana Joseph went out &om the pre- | 
sence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt, i 

47 And in the seven plenteous years the earth brou^t | 
forth fay handfuls. 

49 And Joseph gathered com as the sand of the sea, very 
much, until he left numbering ; for U was without numl^r. 

50 And unto Joseph were bom two sous before the years of 
fonune came, which Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah 
priest of On bare unto him. 

61 And Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manassehtt 
For God, said Ite, hath made me forget all my toil, and all my 
fatheria house. 

62 And the name of the second called he Ephraim For 
Goi caused me to be firuitful in the land of my affliction. 

68 And. the aeven years of plenteousness, that was in the 
land ci Bgjtpt, were ended, 

64 And the iieven years of dearth began to come, according 
as Josc^jhhd said: and the dearth was in all lands; but in 
a& the hii&Jdl Egypt there was bread. 

66 whgn of Egypt was fkmished, the 

to Pha^^ aim Pbaracdi said unto aH 

thelBgvi^^ unto Joseph ,* what he saith to you, do. . 

:&8 over aU the fooe of the earth: 

storehouses, and sold unto the 
B^ptssns; im iAthis of Eg ypt. 

•KevaiilRoVfloereta t 


67 And all the countries came into Egypt to Joseph for to 
imy com; because that the famine was so sore in all lauds. 

BsvtJEOzmirs tJPOK Obk. xii.—The Spiiit was poured out on Christ 
without measure, as a Spirit of wisdom and understanding, of counsel 
and might, of knowledge and the fbar of the Lord, to make him of 
quick understanding in thh fear of the Lord. In fulfilment of the 
mnotions of his mediatorial work he managed his matters with such 
wisdom, skill, mercy, and power, that he h^ made an ample provision 
of the bread of life for countl^ starving myxi^ of the human race. 
Now he has received his glorious reward ; he is crowned with many 
orowns, he fills the throne of universal empire, he blesses the church 
militant on earth with his gr^, and the church triumphant with 
his glory. All countries applied to Joseph in their nocossitieB; let 
us rejoice, that all nations ^all fiee to Jesus for mercy. 

PrXyEK 

O THOU Hearer of prayer, thou art our gracious God and 
our merciful Father. The outgoi^ of the morning and 
evening are under thy command. Again thou hast made them 
to rejoice over us, who deserved, on accoimt of our transgres- 
sions and guilt, to be the objects of thy judicial wrath. We 
bless thee for the return of the morning, and that we have 
been preserved to the close of another night, and now enjoy 
the unspeakable privilege and the distinguished honour of 
encompassing the domestic altar, and drawing near to the 
throne of grace. 

It is good, 0 Lord, to draw near to thee, for in thy presonoe 
and smiles even in this life there is fulness of joys, and even 
here the blessed foretaste is enjoyed of that heavenly world 
where rivers of endless pleasures flow. 

Sanctifying and enlightening Spirit, apply to all our hearts 
the portion of sacred history we have now read. Teach us the 
way of thy statutes; then, like Joseph, we will keep it unto 
the end of our days, and by the aid of thy grace we will 
resist and conquer all our spiritual enemies, and preserve the 
garments of our profession clean, till we fall asleep in the arms 
of Jesus. 

What reason have we, O Lord, to bo humbled in the dust, 
when we tliink upon our corruption, our i^orance, our folly, 
our carnality, our backsliding, and our guilt I Alas, that the 
leprosy of sin has rendered us so abominable, and the disease of 
sin has taken such deep and firm hold of our hearts! Blessed 
Jesus, as Joseph was raised up to be the deliverer of Egypt, 
thou hast been sent to be the Saviour of men. Where done 
can we go for regeneration, pardon, and acceptance, but to 
thyself? Thou didst die to ^e the guilt of sin away, and 
thou dost live to give repentance unto Israel, and remission of 
sins unto many. 

We would rejoice, exalted Jesus, in thine infinite fitness to 
manage the affairs of thy Church, and to sit upon the throne 
of Zion. In thee ore laid up all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge, 

Oracious Saviour^ reign over the hearts cf our beloved 
children^ the youthful members of this family. Hay they 
and our servants resemble Joseph in piety and prudence. 

We thank thee, gracious God, for Jesus, thine unspeakable 
gift. In sending Joseph to Egypt thou didst send a driiverer 
to nations to preserve them from famine, but in 8endin|; Jeeus 
thou hast sent a Saviour to the world. Eternal praises for 
thine unspeakable gift I 

May thy blessing and smiles rest upon us this day, that we 
XDfN serve and please thee. 

In the name of the divine Mediator we present our morning 

may the God of h<^ flU ns ^th joy and peace in 
believing, through Christ Jesus, our Ueeiied Saviour and 
; to whom, with the Father and Holy Spirit be 
ascribed gloiy, honoor, and power, for ever and ever. Amen. 


SEVENTH WEBK.^>fUESB&AY %imsmf3t. 


tnt LOH0^6 SOTPIE INSTITUTED. 
dd BugUmd. Alfha, BohyUm Stream. u u. 

1 ^rn WAS on that dork, that doleful night, 

A When powers of earth and hell arose 
Against tho Son of God’s delijfht, 

And Mends betrayed him to his foes : 

2 Before .the mournful scene began, 

He took the bread, and blessed and brake : 

What love through all his actions ran ! 

"Vhiat wondrous words of grace he sj)akc ! 

8 This is my body broke for sin, 

Boceire and eat the living food : 

Then took the cup, and blessed the wine } 

’Tis the new covenant in my blood. 

4 For us his flesh witli nails was tom. 

Ho bore the scourge, ho felt the thorn ; 

And justice poured upon his head 
Its heavy vengeance m our stead. 

6 For us his vital blood was spilt, 

To buy Ihe pardon of our guilt, 

When, for black crimes of biggest size, 

He gave his soul a saciiflce. 

6 Do this (he cried) till time shall end. 

In memory of your dying Friend ; 

Meet at my table, and record 
The love of your departed Lord. 

y/Am,hB.JJL 

MATTHEW XXVI. 

The Paesover and the Lord's Summer. 

TVTOW, when the even was come, he sat aown with the twelve. 
^ 21 And as they did eat, he said, Verily I say unto you, 
that one of you shall betray me. 

22 And they were exceeaing sorrowful, and began every one 
of them to say imto him. Lord, is it I ? 

28 And he answered and said. He that dippeth his hand 
with me in the dish the same shall betray me. 

24 The Son of man goeth as it is written of him : but woe 
onto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed I it had 
been good for that man if he had not been bom. 

25 Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and said. 
Master, is it 1 ? He said unto him. Thou hast said. 

26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed 
tf, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said. Take, 

this is my body. 

27 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to 
them, saying, Drink ye all of it ; 

28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed 
for many for the remission of sins. 

29 But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this 
fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you 
in my Father’s kingdom. 

SO And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into 
the mount of Olives. 

81 Then saith Jesus unto them. All ye shall be offended 
because of me this night : for it is written, I will smite the 
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. 

82 But after 1 am risen again, 1 will go before you into 
Galilee. 

38 Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall 
be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended. 

^ 84 Jesus said unto him. Verily I say mn^to thee, that this 
n^l^t^ before the cock crow, thou shalt aenv me thrice. 

88 Peter said unto him, Though I shoula die with thee, yet 
will I not deny thee. lolmwise also said aU the disoiplM^ 


jEtsiiiacMivs UPON Matt* aocvit^V^e are l ywoftt of our own 
hearts, if w^ do not believe that they oontsin lurii depnvity 
oomipiion as would lead us to deny and betray Owst a^ his 
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cause, if we were not pmvented by testahwng or renewing moo. 
To confbas Christ, to follow Ohxiat, and foithfuUy to serve Ohrist, 
even unto the death, will be followed by the Icm of heaven : while 
impenitontly to deny and forsake Christ will be inevitably suo- 
ceodod by me worm that never dies, and by thio fire that shall never 
1)0 quenched ! Lord Jesus, make us faithM unto death; and may we 
bo ever animated by foy promise, that we shall reomve a orown oi 
life. If .we love Onrist, we will manifest our love by keeping his 
commandments; and his dying command, his last eommaad, we will 
hold in peculiar estimation: this in r^emhranoo of mo,” in 

remembroiioe of m, death. 


PRAYER. 

D ivine spirit, mercifoUy breathe upon ub tlw sacred 
influences, while we enter upon the sacred duty and 
embrace the unspakahlo pririlege a£ drawing near the threme j 
of grace. O Lord, thou hast pnmaiaed that, if we draw near to i 
thee, thou wilt draw near to ua. Now we would draw ntiar^ : 
thee in humble, earnest {srayer ; graciously fulfil tll^ promise^ | 
and ^w near to us : heavc^y Father, do as thou hast said. 

We desire, O Lord, to adore and praite thee. Thod aitlsst 
in the highest heavens, on the throne of essential and univenal 
dominion. Thou seest the actions and purposes of men. Thou 
art the witness all the plans whi^ thine enmnim fimm 
against the interests of thy Church. They cannot ocmoeal tlusr 
machinations from thee. At the very moment when j 

expect their designs to be accomplishM, thou dost, oonfeima 
their proud and ambitious hopes. Thou dost break them whh 
a rod of iron, and dash them in pieces like a potter’s veseeL 
May the solemn and important things we have now read . 
make tho deepest impression on our hearts. May they oaU to 
our thankful remembrance what Christ the passover haa dmie 
for us. We were exposed to the flaming awend of the deatroy* 
ing angel of 'divine lustioe. If thou, O JeauB,had8t]u>tinter- 
posed with thy blood, we must have perished for ever. In thine 
abundant mercy, thou didst submit to be sacrifloed as the 
paschal lamb; thou didst appease the Father’s wrath, uid thus 
preserve us fiiom the awflil ire of heaven. 

May we he deeply afiheted with the depravity of the human 
heart, exemplified in the conduct of Judas. O Jesus, suflte ua 
not to betray thee. Let us not betray thee with hypoeritioal 
professions, and suffer us not to betray thee by qien back- 
slidings. We would not, we dare not trust in our streng^. 

O arm of Omnipotence, hold us up; then ahaR wc be fte- 
served, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against ua. 

We thank thee, bleaaed Jesus, for the sacramod; of the 
supper. May we see in that sacred institution the lepn^ta* 
tion of thyself. Give us saving knowledge therein to diaoem 
the Lord’s body. Let each one of us he desirous to com. 
memorate the death of Christ by sitting down at his iaiAe, 
Exalted Redeemer, m^ our minds be sttitaMy inquesaed with 
thy dying command. Do this in rememhrancejof me. 

Impart thy saving grace to our dear ehildrm. Umirum 
present them to thee^ 0 Jesus. May tkav Uim in 
themselves to thee at thy tablet ond pubUefy to i^eldro that 
they are on the Lord^s side. 

Give us thy Holy Spirit, that we may lememhei mresy day 
Chriat the Shepherd was amitten by tiie tod criP farina wfeath 
for our offenoea. Since Jeana waa woonded.for oitr sifik fcd 
hmised for our iniquitie^we would devote M 

ont Saviour and God. Give thinis angab ehaige Over tis thb 
night, and may our aOub ever he botmd tm In llifi ttiiUtflh 
of m :v.V - 

MerdMly hear this out efening pnqper, thrit^jjA aie iiU- . 
prevsiling name e( Jesaa. 

.Now unto the Ejug etemal^ hnBUttti], inriilble, Oea bfily 
wise God and our Saviour, he bononr and gloi^ and luAjeily, 
dominkm and power, for ever and ever. Amen. 


MOBNXKO. 


. ' . ioiifaii. zKnf junoir. 

2tM <7!UgMf4 Mmfori. XiBkni PtH. 

l-T 

The triiixii|m 
IfiiSx m hvHtjbeg Yoioe. 

9 Het aB jre kangrjr atamuff eoula, 
That ftid npea the wind^ 

And ?aiiily etriTe udik eftrthlj toyi 
Toil! an empty mind; 

d Etmal Wisdom has prepared 
A sonl-xoriTing feast, 

And bids tout lonjB^ing appetites 
The rich proTision taste. 


Watti, 7, B * /. 




119 jrottDgMt byoiihn unto me ; ao abaU 
0^ fe aball not die. And they did to. 


GENESIS XLII. 

Jaocb’t Ten Bone eent to tmy Com in Egypt. 

TWOW irhen Jaoob saw that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob 
* ' mid unto his sons, Why do ye look one upon another? 

‘ d And he said, Behold, 1 have heard that there is com in 
Egypt : get you doum thither, and buy for ns frOm thence ; 
tut we may live and not die. 

8 And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buyoominEgypt. 

4 But Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, Jacob sent not with his 
bnthren; for he sai<^ Lest peradventure mischief befall him. 

5 And the sons d Israel came to buy com among those 
that came ; for the famine was in the land of Canaan. 

6 And Joseph wot the governor over the land, and he it 
wat that sold to all the people of the land: and Joseph’s 
brethren came, and bowed down themselves before him with 
their fooes to the earth. 

7 And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but 
made himself strange mato them, and spake roughly unto 
them j and he said unto them. Whence come ye ? And they 
said. From the land of Canaan to buy food. 

8 And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not him. 

9 And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed 
of them, and said unto them. Ye are spies; to see the naked- 
ness of the land ye are come. 

10 And they said unto him. Nay, my lord, but to buy 
food are thy servants come. 

11 We am all one man’s sons: we are true men, thy 
servants are no smes. 

12 And he said unto them. Nay, but to see the nakedness 
of the land ye are come. 

18 And they said. Thy servants are twelve brethren, the 
sons of one num in the land of Canaan; and, behold, the 
youngest i$ this day with our father, and one it not. 

14 And Joseph smd unto them. That it it that 1 spake 
unto you, saying. Ye are spies : 

16 Hereby yeshall be proved; By the life of Pharaoh ye shall 
not go forA hence, exc^t your youngest brother come hither. 

' 16 Bend one of you, and let him fetch your brother, and 
fl> shall be k^ in prison, that your words may be proved, 
whether /Aerw be of^ tenth in you: or else by the life of 
Pharaoh surely ye ore spies. 

17 A»»d he put them idl together into ward three days. 

IB JMtd Josm said unto uem the third day. This m, and 

iiyU} 1 Aisr tOfod ! 

. let (me of your brethren he bound in 

IftUMie'tdywh p go ye, carry com for the fomine of 


bread of lifo, for our never-dying souls, should especially call forth 
our e^resaons of thsakfolneiB sad of p^se to as our God 
and as the God of graoe and salvation. What a blessing ! wo may 
buy this heavenly bread witiumt money and witiiout price. We 
have only to adc and receive. Hay it be our blessedness to hunger 
and thirst after lighteousness, rejoicing that they who food on the 
spiritual manna on earth shall partake of the ddicioua ftuit of tho 
tree of lifo in heaven. God may try bis people severely, but ha 
never tries them unjustly t he never tries them nnmeroi^y; his 
love is as tender, as ardent^ os immutaUe as ever. Behind tho 
darkest frowns he hides the loveUeat smiles. God sends 
to try the graces of his children. He prepares foe fUmaco, to sepa- 
rate foe dross of corruption from foe gold of grace. When we m 
cost into tho fhmaoe, may the Divine Beflner so purify us, by foe 
fire of affliction, that we shall come forth like foe aiming gold, ^en 
times purified ! 


f k THOU Hearer of prayer, we, the living monuments of 
^ thy mercy, would approach thy meroy-seat througli 
Jesus Christ. Give ear to our words, O Lord; consider our 
meditation. Hearken unto the voice of our cry, our King 
and our God ; for unto thee will we pray. Our voice shalt 
thou hear in the morning, 0 Lord ; in the morning will we 
direct our prayer unto thee, and look up. ' For thou art not a 
God that hath pleasure in wickedness, neither shall evil dwell 
with thee. 

We present the tribute of thankfulness before thee, that, 
while enveloped in the shades of night, we have einoyed the 
care of the watchman of Israel, who neither slumbered nor 
slept. We thank thee that our eyes are not shut in death ; 
and that we are not only permitted to behold the light of tho 
natural sim, but, above aU, to behold the light of the Sun of 
Bighteousness shining with such alluring brightness upon the 
pages of inspiration. 

Thy Word, 0 Lord, is calculated to produce the most blessed 
effects; may tby Word be instrumental by the Spirit in pro- 
ducing effects on us for which wc shall have reason to praise 
thee for ever and ever. 

We thank thee, gracious Father, that as there was abun- 
dance of corn in Egypt for supplying the wants of famished 
nations, there is abundance of spiritual blessings to be found 
in Christ to supply the wants, the pressing wants of a ruined 
and famished world. May the tidings of Uiis abimdauce socm 
be communicated by a preached Gospel to all the inhabitants 
of the earth. Teach us, 0 Saviour, to know the incalculable 
value of the blessings of thy purchase. May we see their 
worth, their necessity — their indispensable necessity. 

Convince our dear children b^ore thee that sakation U the 
one thing nee^l, that should be sought before everything else, 
that should be sought inmeference to everything eUe. 

0 teach us, and our relatiyes and fHends, and those who are 
connected with us by the ties of church-fellowshin, to seek the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness. Blessea Saviour, we 
would hunger and thirst after righteousness ; wc would buy^f 
thee wine and milk without money and without price. We 
have nothing to bring as a recompense; we come empty- 
handed, in ouradves wretched and poor and guilty. Glo^ to 
thy name, that we are welcome, and that we hear thy voice. 
He that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat ; yesy ccsne buy 
wine and va^ without money and without price* 

Lord, have mercy on the aged, and on such as are in the 
fiirnace affliction ; may they come fmrth li]ce bumisbed gold, 
Fr^Mure us for the day of suffering, sickness, and pain, hr 
im^rtixig to us a rich store of thy grace. 

Eni^ us to live in thy &ar this day, and everyday. Weave 

» • 


PRAYER. 

)rayer, we, the living monuments of 


cmuitant lam of the hresd 
dkonM, thaddUi- 

tieis to GM, as thc Qod ot iFrMMcnoe : 1^ the j|oh of the 


ivaymn^ Iht iihe, 


SEVENTH WEEK.— WEDNBMiAY EVBOTNO. 


WATCHFlTtNBW AND PIUYBE. 
(Mford- 8hiM%. Bath Chapel 

1 A LAS ! what hourly dangers rise 1 
^ What snares beset my way ! 

To heaven 0 let me lift my eyes, 

And hourly watch and pray, 

2 How oft my mournful thoughts complain, 

And melt in flowing tears . 

My weak resistance, ah ! how vain ! 

How strong my foes and fears ! 

3 0 gracious God ! in whom I live, 

My feeble efforts aid j 
Help mo to watch, and pray, and strive. 
Though trembling and afraid. 


MATTHEW XXVL 

Chtiig4*s Agtmy in the Garden. 

T hen cometli Jesus with them unto a place called Geth- 
semane, and saith unto the disciples. Sit ye here, while 
I go and pray yonder. 

87 And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedec, 
and began to sorrowful and very heavy. 

88 Then smth he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, 
even imto death : tarry ye here, and watch with me. 

89 And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and 
prayed, saying, 0 my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me : nevertheless not as I will, ^t as thou wilt. 

40 And he cometh unto the disciples, and frndeth them 
asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with 
me one horn*? 

41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation : the 
spirit indeed is wiuing, but the flesh is weak. 

42 He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, 
O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except 
T drink it, thy will be done. 

43 And he came and found them asleep again : for their 
eyes were heavy. 

44 And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the 
, tiiiid time, saying the same words. 

45 Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, 
Sleep on now, and take your rest ? behold, the hour is at hand, 
and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of siimers. 

46 Bise, let us be going : behold, he -is at hand that doth 
betray me. 

47 And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, 
came, and with him a great multitude with swords, and staves, 
from the chief priests and elders of the people. 

48 Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying. 
Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he : hold him fast. 

49 And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said. Hail, Master; 
and kissed Hm. 

60 And Jesus said unto him. Friend, wherefore art thou 
come ? Ihen came they and laid hands on Jesus, and took 
him. 

51 And, behold, one them which were with Jesus, 
stretched out his hand, and drew his sword, and struck a 
servant o{ the high priest’s, and smote off his ear. 

52 Then sud Jesus unto him. Put up anin thy sword into 
its^ace : for all they that take the swora sWl perish with the 
sw^ 

68 Thhikest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, 
and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of 


54 But hiow then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus 
itinnstbe? 

55 In that Birae bonr said Jesus to the mnltitiide^. Are ye 
oome out as against a tiiief, with swords and staves fior to taxe 
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mef I sat daily with yon toaohing in ^ tenx]^ and ye laid 
no hold on me. 

66 But all this was done that the scnptuies of the proj^ets 
might be fulfilled. Then all the disciples frxrsook him, mtafied. 


Befluottons uroir Maxx. zxn. — ^Earnest prayer, and iathnata 
fellowship with God, are the heat preparation fbr severe affliotiima, 
and the best defence in the dark night of sorrow, and in the midst 
of the tempest of suffering. We would often compare our cup of 
soirow with that cup of divine wrath which our loving Surety dnink 
to ^0 very dregs, and then oxolaim with holy wonder, tiiere was no 
cup like that cup, no .sorrow like his sorrow, ho love like his love! 
When we think of the treachery of Judas, may we fisel the most 
earnest desires that wo may be fiuthful unto death. 


PRAYER. 

A T the termination of another pmiion of our time, we 
desire, O Lord, reverently and joyfiiUy to enoompaea 
thine holy ^tar. Behold, we come imto thee through Christ 
and under the covert of his all-prevailing name, beoauae tihon 
art our God in whom we trust, and in whom we daim an 
interest, through the meritorious righteousness of the Lamb 
that was slain. O liord, thou art our defence, thou savest the 
upright in heart ; thou dost judge the righteous and vindicate 
their cause, while thou art angry with the wicked every day. 

Blessed Jesus, we desue to humbled by the remembnnee 
of thy sufferings, of which we have now read. Because of the 
transgressions and guilt of our apostate world, thon didst ajqpear 
a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. O Immanuel, 
there was no sorrow like unto thy sorrow,' in the day when 
divine justice afflicted thee, in the day of the Lord’s fierce 
anger. 

May we ^■onsider the counsel thou didst administer to the 
three disciples in the midst of thy humiliati^ anmish ae 
delivered to us, now thou art seated on thy mediatoriu thnme, 
amid the glories of heaven : may we watra and pray, that we 
enter not into temptation. Our flesh is weak : enable us to 
watch and pray, that we may not he betrayed by the wmJinesa 
and infirmities of our flesh. Our spiritual enemies are nume- 
rous, malignant, crafty, and powerfid ; give ns grace to watch 
and pray, that we may resist them with steadfastness^ en- 
counter them with success, and finally he conqneron, uid 
more than conquerors, through Christ tW loved ns. 

0 teach our children the important lesson qf heUeoing 
prayer and constant watchfulness. Convinee them that, 
though young, they have enendes waiting /of their dettrye- 
tion. All their days may they watch ana pray, that they 
enter not into tenqdation. 

Let the conduct of Judas prove to us a salutary iraming. 
Suffer us not, like him, to love the mammon of unzigfateotts- 
ness. Never let ns be bound with the fett^ of avariee or 
covetousness. May we ever remember, that, on the nirt of 
Judas, the love of money led to the betraying of the Boa of 
God into the hands of men, who afilmrwajds naUed Mm to ^ 
accursed tree. Deliver ns, divine Spirit fiemn ^o love aad 
dominion of sin. We have seen in the tmeherous dise^ 
the frightful progress of unsubdued sin. Thy power al^, 
almighty Saviour, can restrain, snbdue, aftd destn^ an fCltt^y 
whose reign is attended by o^aseqnmdns so .ahttas^ lad 
&tsl.. Driver ns and our rek^vsai, aod aU -in whoria ir0 are 
interested, firom the dominian and guilt of this 
Sturdy thou art willing to ^ve us tl^ deRveraaoej 
di^t mort readily deUver tty tiiysdf to dmth, to tim 

idgn of sin. We thsidc tliM for the merdes. ^ tiM d<9* 'Otd 
we look to diee our God fiv thygracjkas cae tidi ' 
Hear tod answer Ibr the sake whma, whoa Hwa htaatot 
'always.'' Amen. ' . ; 


mmm WESlL—SBlJaSBAT HOBNtNO. 


kfn^tvm 1^91 mkm miomik; vftovxBinfcs. 

Bmford, c« h. 

<• I 1^09? fbm th« 4w 

^ ohaacoi 

Y0t «r6 bom ^ 

/ A aad iatoiteiLce. 

2 Aiqmto break 

Md atOl axe a|>wardfl bome ; 

So grief is rooted in our souls, 

Ami xnaa grows up to mourn. 

3 Yot with my God I tove my cause, 

And trust his promised grace ; 

Ho rules me by his woll-known laws 
Of lore and righteousness. W Am, 83, £, L 

QiSisiilEiL 

Joae^ tryUiif hU Brelh'tn. 

A ND they eaid one to another, We are verily gmlty con- 
oeming our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his 
soul, when m besought us, and we would not hear; therefom 
is this distress come upon us. 

22 And Beuben answered them, saying, Spake I not unto 

J Du saying, Do not sin amnst the child ; and ye would not 
ear? therefore, behold, luso his blood is required. 

28 And they knew not that Joseph understood them; fm* he 
spake unto them by an inteipretcr. 

24 And he tnmra himself about from them, and wept ; and 
returned to them again and communed with them, and took 
from them Simeon, and bound him before their eyes. 

25 Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with com, 
and to restore every man^s money into his sack, and to give 
^em provision for the way : and thus did he unto them. 

26 And they laded their asses with the coni, and departed 
thence. 

27 And as one of them opened his sack, to give his ass 
provender in the inn, he espied his money; for, behold, it was 
m his sack’s mouth. 

28 And he said unto his brethren, My mone^ is restored ; 
and, lo, U ie even in my sack : and their heart failed them, and 
thev were afraid, saying one to another, What is this that God 
hatn done unto us ? 

29 And they came unto Jacob their father unto the land of 
Canaan, and told him all that befell imto them ; saying, 

80 The man, who is the lord of the land, spake roughly to 
and took us for spies of the country. 

81 And we said unto him, We are true men; we are no spies: 
82 We 6e twelve brethren, sons of our father: one is not, and 
the youn^^Bst is this day with our father in the land of Canaan. 

, 83 Am the man, the lord of the country, said unto us, 
Hereby shall I know that ye are true men ; leave one of your 
bre^faxen here with me, and take food for the famine of your 
hoiisdholidb> and be gone : 

84 And bring your youngest brother unto me : then shall I 
know that ye are no spies, but that ye are true men : so will I 
deliver yon your brother, ye shall traffick in the land. 

85 Axxd it otone to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, 
behalf emy man’s bundle of money was in his sock : and 
wbm ^th Siw and their father saw the bundles of money, 

their fother said unto them, Me have ye 
• Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and 
ye idol tnko Bc^ snoay: all these things are apinst me. 

unto his fother, sajdng. Sky mv two 
biin not to thee: deliver. him into my hand, 

hnWHhiT^ iijf'fltWfC jniniff Tit aleitt; if iBudii^be&Uliim 1^ 

je hifflf dwni mygny 

hairs with soxtow to tne .gi^ave* ; ' 


BiBVLicrzoKS xrrov Q!iK.xiim*^Afh.otio^ are never sanctified unless 
they bxing past sms, hapremvely and ponitentially, to our remem- 
brance. Qoi might mter into, judgment with us for our sius, and 
require punishment at our hands; but in hla mercy he has laid the 
weight of our guilt upon the head of our Surety, and has received 
his blood as a sufficient atonement for our transgressions. The Iotc 
and compassion of Joseph remind us of the tenderness and compassion 
of Jesus. Glory to God! “we have not a High Priest who cannot 
be touched widi tho feeling of our infirmities.” Great was the 
generosity of Joseph to his brethren ; but the generosity of Jesus, our 
older Brother, is landless. What a brother ! — he became poor, that 
we, through his poverty, might become rich. Do we value tho 
unsearchable riches of Chmt ? Can we say, “ Out of his fulness wo 
have received, and grace for grace ?” Diversified and severe were the 
trials of Jacob, while they were mingled with remarkable manifesta- 
tions of Divine love, and prepared him for that heavenly kingdom, 
where all the days of his mourning are ended for over. 

PRAYER. 

“OATHER, Son, and Spirit, three Persons in one Divine 
essence, we adore thee os the self-existent Jehovah. Thou 
art infinitely blessed in thyself, and no calamitous event in 
thine empire can either thwart thy plans or disturb thy happi« 
ness. I'hou art the inexhaustible fountain of that blessedness 
which is enjoyed by saints on earth, and by angels and the 
spirits of just men made perfect in heaven. It is our unspeak- 
able honour that as a family we are permitted to approach thee, 
our unspeakable privilege that we are allowed to seek thy 
favour, and our bounden duty to give unto thee the glory due 
unto thy name. We are unworthy in ourselves of this privilege, 
but we come in the name of Jesus, through whose merit our 
acceptance is sure. We are unable of ourselves to engage in 
the exercise of communion with tlicc, but we depend upon the 
assistance of the promised Spirit. 

What reason have we to thank God that, in the enjoyment 
of health and in the exercise of reason, we are permitted to 
encompass the family altar, while many have been tossed upon 
their beds with agonizing pain till the dawnmg of the morning’s 
light, aiid while not a few have closed their eyes in death ! 

We thank thee for the opportunity now enjoyed of reading 
the inspired Word. May thy Word be incrc^ingly precious 
to us. May we say of it with thy servant, This is our comfort 
in our affliction; tor thy Word hath quickened us. 

Give us grace to learn useful and experimental lessons from 
what wc have now read. As the sons of Jacob saw their sin 
inscribed in legible characters on the afflictive events of provi- 
dence which tried them, may all our afflictions bring our sins 
to our remembrance, and deeply humble us on account of our 
aggravated and multiplied offences. Lord, bless us with a 
tender conscience. As Joseph’s brethren sensibly felt, at the 
distance of many years, the cruel crime they committed i^insi 
him, so may we preserve a lively sense of the transgressions of 
former days. Give us peace with God and peace of conscience, 
through the peace -speaking righteousness of^ Jesus Christ. 
With the apostle of the Gentiles may wc say, in the exercise 
of a lively faith. Therefore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our liord Jesus Christ. 

0 Lorrf, abundantly bless this portion of Scripture to our 
dear children* Never let them Wound their parents^ heart e* 
like Jacob's sons, by bringing down their gray hairs with 
sorrow to the grave. O Lord, adorn them wtth thy grace ! 

This day may we live in communion with God, and may oui» 
lives be devoted to thee the God of our life. Teach us the 
important and the practical lesson of setting thee, the Lord, 
always before us, and of making the aflBoirs of the soul and of 
etenuty our chi^ business and our greatest delight. 

Mercifiil Father, hear our pmyer, and forgive our sins, 
te the sake of Jesus, tity ^-Woved Son, and our Saviour. 
Amen. ^ _ 


SIEVISNTH WBBK.— THURSDAY BTHNINa 


CHEIST’i TA8810K. 

WwtHtage, Hagnor. 


1 "I^OWlet our lips withhold four 

And moumfUl pleasure sing, 

' The snfferingB of our great High Priest, 

The sorrows of our King. 

2 He sinks in floods of deep distress : 

How high the waters rise ! 

While to his lieavenlv Father’s ear 
He sends perpetual cries. 

3 Hear me, 0 Lord, and save thy Son, 

Hor hide thy sliining face : 

"Why should thy favourite look like one 
Forsaken of thy grace ? 

Watts, Ps* G9, p. //. 

MATTHEW XXVI. 

Jem before the High Prieet. 

A nd they that had laid hold on Jesus led him away to 
Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders 
were assembled. 

58 But Peter followed him afar off unto the high priest’s 
palace, and went in, and sat with the servants, to see the end. 

69 Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, 
sought false witness against Jesus, to put him to death; 

W But found none : yea, though many false witnesses came, 
yet found th^ none. At the last came two false witnesses, 

61 And said, Tliis fellow said, I am able to destroy the 
temple of Ood, and to build it in three days. 

62 And the high priest arose, and said unto him, Answerest 
thou nothing? what is it which these witness against thee? 

63 But Jesus held his peace. And the high priest answered 
and said unto him, 1 adjure thee by the living God, that thou 
tell ns whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God. 

64 Jesus saith unto him, l^ou ^t said ; nevertheless I say 
unto you. Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the 
right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 

65 Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, Ho hath 
spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses? 
behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy. 

66 What think ye ? They answered and said. He is guilty 
of death. 

67 Then did they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and 
others smote Atm with the palms of their hands, 

68 Saying, Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, Who is he that 
smote thee? 

69 Now Peter sat without in the palace : and a damsel come 
nacto him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee. 

70 But he denied before them all, saying, I know not what 
ihou sayeat. 

71 'And when he was rane out into the ponh, another maid 
saw him, and said unto mem that were there, This/e?/otc was 
also with Jesus of Naaareth. 

72 And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the 
man. 

78 And otter a while came upto him they that stood by, 
and. said to Peter, Surely, thou idso art one of them ; for tliy 
speech bewrayeth thee. ■ 

74 Then ijegan he to curse and to swear, toying, 1 know not 
the man. And immediately the code crew. 

75 And Peter remembered the wmrd of Jesus, which said 
unto him. Before the cock crow, thou slwlt deny me tM^e* 
And he wmit out, and wept bitt^y. 

Bjpxaonovs upoir Haii. zxn.— If I poaisas .savii^ and appro- 
priofing I oap say, with wonder, tiuakfkdasaiL ^ love, 
" Jesii^ toy mndour, was led as a lamb to the shmghUr, bearing 
upon Ins hea d fiw wri^t of my gnllt, and in «»«v« atoMBnat ftr 
my transgressions. Be has paid tits lost iiardiing of uy d a H , and 


the awlhl Aowas of Jnstiee ofBsndad ora near bhaqged into the loving 
smiles of Jnstioe oathied and oppeasad.'* frimr ^and^ our Soie^ 
covenanted to die; nothing, therefore, oeuld {swceot his death. It 
could not be prevented by Ms spotlew Innooenoa. proportion to 
his immaculate exoellenoe was the v^emenoe of the rnahoe of ^ 
enemies. Because he was the ^fethu X,mb of God his advenaries 
were determined to imbrue their hands in his blood, and new to 
rest until they saw his lifeleu body suspended to the tree. 


PRAYEE. 

O LOED our God, whose throne we approach, tiiou art holy, 
blcsaed, and glorious. We are thine, as we are thy 
creatures: we are thine, as we are conatandy maintained by 
thy providential bounty: O make ns thine by ihy saving 
grace. While we are thy 'creatures, may we be thy children. 
Blessed shall we be, if, as a famG^r, we can say in the language 
of thy servant. We are not our own, we are hoi:^ht with< 
price ; we would therefore glorify thee with our bodies and oitr 
spirits, which are thine. 

What reason have we tb proclaim thy praise, that we bavf ' 
been preserved during the past day, and that we are allowed, 
after its engagements and temptations and cares^ as a ww. 
shipping fa^y to surround the domestio altar, and proclaim 
the loving-kindness of the Lord, whose mercy endureth for 
ever I 

O that we were humbled before God on aooount of our sin- 
fulness and guilt. We confess our ignorance, folly, unbdief, 
and carnality. By the righteousness of Jesus may our guilt 
be removed, and by the Spirit of Christ may our vile and 
hateful pollution be washed away. 

Blcssra Saviour, may the remembranoe of thy sufferings fill 
our minds with wonder and our hearts with love. XJnspeauble 
thy mercy — thou didst visit omr world to save thine enemies 1 
The very objec|a of thy mercy are by nature alienated from 
thee ; and such is the enmity of their hearts, that, even now, 
were it in their power, they would crucify thee afresh, they 
would repeat the dreadfhl scene of Calvary, and put thee to an 
open shame. Deliver us from the enmity of our hearts, and 
may wo be filled with the love of God. On good and satis- 
fying ground may we be able with thy servant Peter to 
acknowledge. Thou knowest all things, thou knowest that we 
love thee. May we possess such depees of love to Christ, tbet 
it shall no longer be a matter of doubt whether we love him 
or not. 

Glory to thy name, O Jesus, that thou didst willii^ly submit 
to the greatest indignities for us. Meekly and patientiy thou 
didst allow witnesses to appear against thee ; thou gavest thy 
hack to the smiters, and mdst not evoa conoeal thy free ficom 
shame and spitting. All this thou didst bear, when in a mofment 
thou miffhtest have railed for legions (ff oi^^els to hind thw 
thy cruel foes, and cast them into the lowest hell. The pethxl 
of thy humiliation is now past, and tiiere is a day very frst 
approaching, when thou shiut awear umn ia throne of jn^- 
ment, and w thine enemies shall stand before thy tribunal to 
receive the punishment of their aradty and eijmea* Prepare 
us for that solemn Am. Sanctify to us the frU of Peter, and 
preserve us from oonMenoe in our own strength. 

Lord, affect the minds of our children am dome^iet wkh 
the tuffet^s iff Chist, and may inygreftiom Jhe f»odm»d 
now which vnUremtm for e»». > 

Let thy power be a he^ of mvteotioa aioiudra Ihfo idgl^i 
let no evu oefidl us, not any plagae oome nifh otor 
May our putting off our xannent, and lying down to iMfp 
temhid us of patting off the boify tf dust ai^ frnmfri 
the bed of tite grave. And by wth may we Mnw oniiraid' to 
the reaunioetion the lost do . 

that wo on atfc or tilralc; through Jeaua Chiit*, oiii| ony 
Mechator. - Amen. 




HVMnuiii ^ 'MC.anntiAtKiO' hsmuaiss.' 

' 'JMtfoUii' ' iSNNMiib 

'' '1 ^virm 

' ilk 


3 ^ B^iiioda of Qiy gnoe 

IlTaite wa lmtaan en { 

The nearer ve attempt to approooh, 
The flwther off they fly. 

8 Snt in the iradd of hUae above, 
'Whete then dost ever reign, 

• l^ieMi&ytterieiahallbeallTmveiled, 
imd not a doubt remain. 


Bbodomb. 


i4 iLnd God Almiglxty give yon inercy before the man, that 
hn lUp^ eond aar^ your brother, tad Benjamin. If 1 be 
benaim ^ mf e^Udrett, t am bereaved. 

' . And the men took that pei^t, and they took doable 
nti^ in tAair Beiyamin; and roae up, and went 

atood bofine Joeqih. 

agw Brajemin with them, he aaid to 


|CMi!QIG. 


he may aedc oopaaiiDn againat oa, and fall upon ua, and take ua 
tat bondmen, and omr aaaoa. 


GENESIS XLIII. 

Be^fumin tmt MUo Sgyj^ 

A ND the famine was aore in the land. 

3 And it came to paaa, when they bad eaten up the com 
whhdt they had brought out of Egjnpt, their father ooid unto 
&em, Go 1 ^^, buy ua a little flood. 

8 And Judah apata untp him, aaying. The man did solemnly 

K tatt unto ua, airing. Ye ahall not'aee my face, except your 
thw be with you. 

4 If thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go down 
.and buy thee food: 

6 But if thou wilt not send Atm, wo will not go down : for 
the man said nnto ns. Ye shall not see my face, except your 
bother be ^th you. 

6 Aod ]^el said. Wherefore dealt yo ao ill with me, aa to 
tell ^ mta whether ye had yet a brother ? 

. 7 And they said, ^e man asked us straitly of our state, 
tad of our kindred, saying, 1$ your hither yet alive? have ye 
another brother? and we told him according to the tenor of 
tb^ wmds : could we certainly know that he would say, 
Bring your brother down ? 

8 And Judah said unto Israel hia father, Send the lad with 
me, and we will arise and goj that we may live and not 
die^ boBi we, and thou, and also our little ones. 

9 I will be surety for him; of my hand ahalt thou require 
bini: if I bn^ him not unto thee, and set him before thee, 
then let me .bear the bbme for ever ; 

10 Fot except we had lingered, surely now we had returned 
this second time. 

Il And. their finther Israel said unto them. If it must be so 
now, do this; take of the liest fmits in the land in your 
vew^, and carry down the man a present, a little balm, and 
a Htde honey, spices, and myrr^ nuts, and almonds ; 

.. 13 And tnke double money in your hand ; and the money 


m oiiir nktki 


BxvLXCTJoirs VJNJOK 6w, xun. — we compare sin to a fountain, 
nil the calamities which affieot oar world are the streams which Bow 
from this fountain. Amasing contrast, the fountain of sin, and the 
fountain of salvation ! 'What an incalcnlablo blessing ! — there is an 
abundance of the bread of life, and it is our mvilcgo to buy without 
money, and without price ! Judah, as an elder brother, interceded 
with his father : Jesus, our elder Brother, intercedes with his Father 
for us. Judah interceded |>owerftilly, and Jesus intercedes with 
great power on the plea of his righteousness,* Judah interceded ten- 
derly, and the heart of Jesus our Advocate overflows with tenderness 
and love. And let us rejoice that he pleads sucoessihlly Wore hia 
Fathei’s throne. 

PRAYEE. 

T> LESSED Saviour, thou hast said, I am the way, the truth, 
^ and the life; and no man can come unto .the Father 
but by me. Through thee as the way we now approach the 
divine Majesty. Exalted and gracious Jehovah, we would now 
praise thee with our whole heart, and show forth thy marvel- 
lous works. We will be glad and rejoice in thee : we will sing 
praise to thv name, O thou Most High. 

We thank thee, God of providence and grace, for the mercies 
of the past night. We have laid us down and slept, and awoke 
again, because thou hast sustained us. No evil has befallen us, 
and no plague has come near our dwelling. 

Holy Spirit, who didst inspire the penmen of the sacred 
volume, when we read thy Word may the eyes of our under- 
standing bo opened to see wonderful things in thy law. May 
the rea&ig of the Word prove efficacious in the conversion of 
those now before thee who may not yet be the subjects of 
gi*acc ; and may it promote the edification of such as may 
have tasted that God is gracious. May we learn from what 
we have read of the liistory of the church in the family of 
Jacob, lessons of wisdom and experience. Even the family 
of thy servant suffered by scarcity of bread, and were exposea 
to the fear of the calamities of famine, Wc thank thee 
that, to the present day, our bread has been given us, and 
our water has been sure. We have unceasingly drunk of 
the stream of thy providential goodness from our birth to 
the present time. As the stream followed the children of 
Israel tlirough the ancient desert, the stream of tl^ kindness 
has constantly followed us, and wc have lacked nothing to the 
present day. What reason have we to sing, O give thanks 
unto the Lord, for he is good ; for his mercy endureth for 
ever. Who riveth food unto all flesh ; for his mercy endureth 
for ever. We praise thee for our spiritual food, our heavenly 
manna. We adore thee for that sovereignty which has. cast 
our lot in a portion of the earth where there is no famine of 
the Word, but where the Word of God is distilled as the dew, 
and where there is a rich gospel-feast, enriched with the 
delicacies of heaven, a fea§t pr^ared for all people. 

Oive to our dear children and domestics a relish for the 
blessings qf salvation. May we evidently see that they are 
hungenna and thirsting after righteousness^ and let not the 
corrupted allurements of an ensnaring world tpithdraw thehr 
heart from thee. 

0 Lord, we commit our souls, our bodies, our temporal 
afiiuiB, our friends, and our relatives, to the care and conduct 
of thy good providence this day. Compass ns as wiih a sbidd, 
and may welbe preserved in our going out and coming in. 
j We seek the fomveness of all our sins, tlnrough the peaoe- 
blood We plead the pardon of those sins 

and in^Wties which olMve servicesa 

Hey onrperaons be noottstad, anaour prayers answered fer our 
Axb0l 


SEVENTH WEEK.— FRIDAY EVENING 


CHRISTAS SUFFERINGS AND ZEAL. 

AtJdone Jiippon*t. Virgmia* L. M. 

1 ^ ^ WAS for my sake, eternal God, 

**• Thy Son sustained that heavy loiid 
Of base reproach and sore disgrace ; 

And shame defiled his sacred face. 

2 The Jews, his brethren and his kin, 

Abused the man that checked their sin ; 

While he fulfilled thy holy laws, 

They hate him, but without a cause. 

3 Hy Father’s house, said ho, was made 
A place for worship, not for trade ; 

Then scattering all their gold and bi*a88, 

]fo scourged the merchants from the place. 

4 Zeal for the temple of his God 
Consumed his life, exposed his blood ; 
llcjiroachcs at thy glory thrown 

He felt, and mourned them as his own. 

Watts, Ps. 69, p. 11. 

^ “mATTH^EW XXVII. 

Jam before PilcUe. 

W HEN the morning was come, all the chief priests and 
elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put 
him to death : 

2 And when they had bound him, they led him away, and 
delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor. 

8 Then Judas, which had betrayed him, u^hen he saw that 
he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the 
thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 

4 Saying, I have sinned, in that I have betrayed the inno- 
cent blood. And they said. What is that to us ? see thou to 
that. 

5 And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and 
departed, and went and hanged himself. 

6 And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said, It 
is not lawful for to put them into the treasury, because it is 
the price of blood. 

7 And they took counsel, and bought with them the potter’s 
field, to bury strangers in. 

8 Wherefore tliat field was called. The field of i)lood, unto 
this day. 

9 Then was fulfilled that wliich was spoken by Jeremy the 
prophet, saying, And they took the thirty pieces oS silver, the 
price of him tliat was valued, whom they of the children of 
Israel did value ; 

10 And gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord 
appointed me. 

11 And Jesus stood before the governor : and the governor 
asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And Jesus 
said unto him. Thou sayest. , 

12 ‘And when he Was accused of the chief priests and elders, 
he answered nothing. 

13 Tlien said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many 
things they witness against thee ? 

14 And he answered him to never a word ; insomuch that 
the governor marvelled gi*eatly. 

15 Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto 
the people a prisoner, whom they, would. 

16 And they had then a notaole prisoner, called Barabbas. 
17 Therrfore, when they were gathered together, Pilate said 
unto them. Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, 
or Jesus which is called Christ? 

18 For he knew that for envy they had delivered him. 

RBnacriONs upon Matt, xxvn.— Jesus was scarcely bom, when 
princes took counsel to shod his blood; and at last, priesto took 
counsel to take his life. More bitter than wormwood and gall is that 
repentance which is too kte. We should earnestly pray that our 
penitence may be repentance unto life. The donpair and suicide of 
96 


Judos proclaim, in accents louder, and more awfttl than the thunders 
of heavens, ''The wages of rin is death!*’ ^cist’s t>lood was 
sold for thirty pieces of silver, and the blood of Christ is the purchase 
of the salvation and life of a multitude which no xhan can number, 
out of all nations, and tongues, and people, and languages. Have 
we received Christ by faith?— Then we are among the number of his 
purchased and redeemed ones. As a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, BO Jesus opened not his mouth in the day of his great sorrow. 
If his silence excited Pilate’s wonder, may it ozoite our love, and 
call forth the praises of our lips. 


PRAYER. 

W ITH solemnity and faith, O Lord, we would address thee 
as our God and Father in Christ. The enemies of thy 
Son, of thy kingdom, and of t jy people, may seem for a 
season to triumph, as they did our Lord appeared before 
the unjust tribunal of wicked men ; but the triumphing of the 
wicked is short. Thou, O Lord, shalt endure for ever; and 
thou hast prepared thy throne for judgment, where thy jcrueJ 
and impenitent foes shalt meet their Rwfd doom. Thou wilt 
judge the w^orld in righteousness, and minister judgment to the 
people in uprightness. Thou art now, and wilt continue to the 
close of time, a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of 
trouble. Put us among the number of them who know thy 
name, and who place their trust in thee ; for thou, hast not . 
forsaken them that seek thoc. 

We desire to be humbled in the dust on account of the 
dreadful change sin has produced in the nature of man. O 
sanctify the melancholy description we have now read of tlie 
envy, malignity, and cruelty of the human heart, ^|p4tich were 
all manifested against Christ. Blessed Saviour, we ^ould look 
back with joyful and grateful interest to the counc^ of peace 
from all eternity, where purposes were entered into, that salva- 
tion should be provided for fallen man. This was thy love to 
man, 0 Jesus 1 But when thou didst appear on this errand of 
mercy, men took counsel to reward thy love with enmity, thy 
mercy mth cruelty, and thy loving-kindness with death. Let 
the conviction of these truths sink deep into our hearts, and 
produce effects never to be erased. We thank thee, O Jesus, 
that thou didst submit to be bound for those who d^rved for 
ever to be enslaved in the prison of hell. Amazing love I thou 
who bindest the furious winds, thou didst submit to be bound; 
yea, thou didst submit to be bound, tha^ we might obtain 
eternal liberty from sin and wrath. O thou great Deliver, 
set us free ! We have been long bound fast by vile lusts, hate- , 
frd passions, blinded prejudice's, aud oppressive guilt : O set us 
free! 

Oive spiritual freedom to our dear children. Deliver them 
from ignorance and folly. Convince them that liberty in 
sinning is true bondage, and that a life of sin leads to an 
eternity of misery. Merciful Jesus, give them the liberty tf 
grace, and make them thy free-bom children. 

Holy Spirit, give us repentance unto life^ and let not our 
repentance resemble the repentance of Judas, which was the 
repentance of despair and death. May we not be suffisred to 
delay Ihe great subject of repentance. Immess our heart 
with this truth, Now is the accepted time, ana now is the day 
of salvation. 

Lord, liave mercy on the afiSioted, whether in body or in 
mind. Pour the consolations of thy grace into the cup of 
their lot, and may they draw water with joy out of the wells 
of salvation. 

We bless the Lord for the mercies of the day. We nrrine* 
thee for daily loading us with thy benefitii^. nignt we 
commit ourselves, and all who are dear to us, to the merc^; 
and paternal care of our new-<k>venant . God* Hear; ^ind 
answer, and forgive, for Jesus* sake, who triumphed^ 
death and the grave. Amen^ and amen. 


SEVENTH WEEK.— SATUEDAY MOENING. 


LOVE TO THE BKETHBEN. 

Mog^ttad, VimoM, Mothm/udL a.11. 

1 13IJSST be the tie that binds 
•M Our hearts in Christian lore ! 

'Xhe fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

2 Before our Bather’s throne 
We pour our ardent prayers : 

Our fern, our hopes, our aitnsi are one, — 

Our comforts and our cares. 

3 We shore our mutual woes ; 

_Our mutual burdens bear ; 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathiring tear. 

Fawcktx. 

OENE^ XLllI. 

Joaeph entertaiindh Ati Brethren* 

A ND they came near to the steward of Joseph's house, and 
they communed uith him at the door of the house. 

20 And said, O sir, we came indeed down at the first time 
to buy food : 

21 And it came to pass, when we came to the inn, that we 
opened our sacks, and, behold, every man's money was in the 
mouth of his sa^, our money in full weight : and we have 
brought it again in our hand. 

22 And other money have we brought down in our hands 
to buy food : we cannot tell who put our money in our sacks. 

23 And he said, Peace be to you, fear not : your God, and 
the God of your father, hath given you treasure in your sacks : 

I had your money, .^d he brought Simeon out unto them. 

24 And the man brought the men into Joseph's house, and 

gave them water, and they washed their feet ; and he gave 
their asses provender. | 

25 And they made ready the present against Joseph came at 
noon : for they heard that they should eat bread there : 

26 And when Joseph came home, they brought him the 
present which was in their hand into the house, and bowed 
themselves to him to the earth. 

27 And he asked them of their welfare, and said, Is your 
father well, the old man of whom ye spake ? Is he yet alive ? 

28 And they answered, Tliy servant our father is in good 
health, he is yet alive. And tliey bowed down their heads, 
and made obeisance. 

29 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his brother Benjamin, 
his mother’s son, and said. Is this your yoimgcr brother, of 
whom ye spake unto me ? And he said, God be gracious unto 
thee, my son. 

80 And Joseph made haste ; for his bowels did yearn upon 
his brother : and he sought where to weep ; and he entered 
into his chamber, and wept there. 

81 And he washed his face, and went out, and refrained 
himself, and said, Set on bread. 

82 And they set on for him by himself, and for them by 
themselves, and for the EOTtians, which did eat with him, by 
' themsdives : because the Egyptians might not eat bread witn 
the Hebrews; for that is an emomination unto the Egyptians. 

88 And they sat before him, the firstborn accoi;diQg to his 
birthright, and the youngest according to his youth : and the 
men marveUed one at another. 

84 And he took and sent messes unto them from before 
him ! but Benjamin's mess was five times so much as any of 
their’s. And they drank, and were merry with him. 


BsiLEOTioire nroir Oek. zun.-^Joseph’s steward was the comfbrtor 
of Jacob’s sons in their pexplexity and affliction; and it is the com- 
mission and de]%ht o^Chmt’s faithful ministers to be the guides 
and comforters of his afflicted saints* It is an honour to have pious 
parents and ancestors.; but it if an infinitely greater honour to be 


enriched with those graces which they possessed; and to enjoy that 
peace with which they were blessed. Jacob’s sons offered presents 
to Joseph: have we presented ourselves to Christ living swsrifices 
holy and acceptable to God, which is our reasonable service ? Jacob’s 
sons greatly honoured their brother Josepli : and let us delight to 
pay our homage at the feet of Jesus, our older Brother, who has pre- 
served us from destruction, and has provided for us tho richest 
supplies of living, heavenly bread. May we therefore eat, and live 
for ever. 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, in all our approaches to thy throne of 
^ grace, may we be imder the guidance of thy Holy Spirit. 
We thank God for the promise of the Spirit, and would now 
humbly pray for tho fulfilment of that gracious promise. 
Blessed Saviour, wo lay the promise at thy feet. Thou hast 
said. The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have 
said unto you. W c thank thee for this exceedingly great and 
precious promise. Mercifully fulfil it in our experience as a 
family, and in the experience of the church and congregation 
with which we arc connected. 

Holy Spirit, we invito thy presence. Come, gracious Spirit, 
come, heavenly Dove, with all thy light and comfort. Guard 
us with thy power, guide us by thy wisdom, and mercifully 
preside over all our thoughts and all our actions. 

We thank God for another opportunity of consulting the 
inspired oracles of eternal truth — for another opportunity of 
digging in the mines where the treasures of wisdom and 
immortality are to be found. Suffer not the Word to prove a 
dead letter, but may it be a hammer in the hand of the Spirit 
to break in pieces our adamantine hearts, and a fire to melt 
them down into humility, repentance, faith, and love. 

We thank our God for all the temporal blessings in our lot, 
for all the success with which thou hast crowned our efforts 
in our worldly calling. As Joseph's steward said. The God 
of your father hath given you treasure in your sack, so, most 
gracious God, whatever degi’C(i of prosperity we have enjoyed 
or may now enjoy in our tcmi)oral circumstances, thou the 
God of our fatlicra hast put the treasure into our cup. 

As Joseph prayed for his brethren, may all the members of 
this family aftcctionatcly pray for each other. When we are 
in the retirements of tho closet, may we remember each other 
at thy throne of grace. L()t that sacred love prevail among 
us, wliich will m^e us truly concerned for each other's sal- 
vation, and which will animate us affectionately and powerfully 
to ple^ that all of us composing this family, and that all con- 
nected with us by the ties of nature and friendship, may be 
redeemed by the blood of Jesus, and at last assemble before 
the throne of glory in heaven. 

Give a spirit of prayer lO our children and our household* 
At an early agCy when our children are not assailed by the 
anxious cares of life^ may they know what it is to pour out 
their hearts before the Lord in ardent supplications* 

We present the sacrifice of thanksgiving for the mercies of 
the past night, for the sleep, rest, refreslmient, and protection 
thou hast graciously afforded. Thou hast not suffer^ the fire 
to destroy, nor thieves to break through ^d steal. 

Give us grace to be diligent and faithful in the various 
duties and engagements of this day, whether sacred or secular, 
temporal or spiritual. May we be diligent in business, and 
fervent in spirit, serving tho Lord. Preserve us from offending 
thee. Enable us to say, in tho words of Christ, To do thy 
will we take delight. Forgive our sins, and hear our prayers, 
for Jesus our Redeemer's i^e. 

And we would ascribe to Fath^, Son, and Holy Ghost 
equal and undivided praises. Amen. 

0 W 



SEVENTH WEEK.— SA.TUEDA.Y EVENING. 


ATTRACTION Of TU£ CROSS. 

SpiXbTodh. TmMdgt, Ojrford* C. ■. 

1 VONDER — amaaing sight ! — I soo 

* Tho incarnate son of God, 

Expiring on tho accursed tree, 

And weltering in his blood. 

2 Behold a purple ton'ent run 

Down from his hands and head : 

Tho crimson tide puts out the sun ; 

His groans awake tho dead. 

3 The trembling earth, tho darkened sky, 

Proelaim the truth aloud ; 

And, with the amazed centurion, cry, 

Ihis is the Son of Qod. 

8. Stsnnstt. 

MATTHEW XXVII. 

Jmi crucified. 

T^HEN he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife 

▼ » sent unto liim, saying. Have thou nothing to do with 
that just man : for I have suffered many things this day in a 
dream l>ecause of him. 

20 But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude 
that they should ask Borabbas, and destroy Jesus. 

21 The governor answered and said unto them, Whether of 
the twain ye tliat I release unto you ? They said, Barabhas. 

22 Pilate saith unto them. What shall I do then with Jesus 
which is called Christ ? They all say unto liira, Let him be 
crucified. 

28 And the governor said. Why, what evil hath he done? 
But they cried out the more, saying. Let him be crucified. 

24 When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that 
rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his 
hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood 
of this just person : see ye to it, 

25 Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on 
us, and on our children. 

26 Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he 
had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. 

27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the 
common hall, and gathered unto him the whole band of soldiers. 

28 And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe. 

29 And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put 
it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand : and they bowed 
the knee before him, and mocked him, saying. Hail, king of 
the Jews ! 

30 And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote 
him on the he^. 

81 And after that they had mocked him, they took the rolx) 
off from him, and put his own raiment on him, and led him 
away to crucify him, 

82 And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrone, 
Simon by name : him they compelled to bear his cross. 

83 And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, 
that is to say, A place of a skull, 

34 They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall : and 
when he had tasted /Aereo/, he would not drink. 

35 And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting 
lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet. 
They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture 
did they cast lots. 

86 And sitting down they watched him there ; 

87 And set up over his head his accusation written, THIS 
IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

88 Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one on 
the right hand, and another on the left. 


BnuDoietoKs irroN Matt, xxva.— Pilate sixmed against the loud 
voice of his ooasoience, and ho infinitely aggravated his guilt by 


resisting the wandn^ of heaven. In the oounoil of peace it was 
arranged from eternity that Jesus should lay down his life for the 
redemption of Bumers, and in a oounoU of enmity held by the rulers 
of the Jewish ohuroh in the fitlneai of time it wh agreed anddeter- 
mmed that by cruel hands Jesus should he taken and slain. Thus 
the murderous purposes and ootiona of men were cvermled for 
oocompHshing the sovereign and meroifiil decrees of God. 
oompunodons and miBgivings of a pa^ judge exhibit in the darkest 
form the enormous guilt of the Jev^ priests, who thirsted more 
intensely for the innocent blood of Jesus, the s^tless Lamb of God, 
than ever did the cruel tiger for its victim’s blood. None can conceive 
tho hardened depravity of Jewish ecclesiastics, in preferring a blood'* 
stained murderer before Jesus, the perfection of holiness and lovo. 
What love should fill our hearto, when we remember that Christ was 
degraded that we might be honoured I — ^that he was stripped of his 
raiment that we might bo clothed with the garments of salvation 1 
— that ho diod that we might live ! 

PEAYER. 

TITE adore thee, O Lord our God, as the God of love. How 
inconceivable are the manifestations of thy love in the 
gift of thy Son, and in delivering him to suffering, ignominy, 
and death; that wretched, guilty, ruined man might obtam 
salvation, happiness, and heaven I Such is thy love to man 
that thou didst give thine only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth on him should not perish, but have everlasting life* 

Holy Spirit, mercifully open the eyes of all in thy presence 
kneeling arouhd this domestic altar, that thev may see their 
absolute need of Christ, thine unspeakable gm. May we see 
our need of Jesus as a prophet to remove our ignorance : Lord 
Jesus, remove our ignorance. May wo see our need of Jesus 
as a priest to remove our guilt : Lord Jesus, remove our guilt. 
May we see our need of Jesus as our King to deliver us from 
bondage : Lord Jesus, give us the liberty of thy sons. 

In the reading of thy holy Wori we have now obtained a 
near and affecting view of the sufferings of Christ, and we 
would earnestly pray that we may see, in the sufferings of ouir 
Lord, the greatness of our sins, which brought such calamities 
on his sacred head, and the greatness of his love, which stirred 
him up to endure such sufferings to take the burden of our 
guilt away. O Jesus, as there were no sufferings like thy 
sufferings, and no sorrow like thy sorrow, there was no love 
like thy love, 

O enkindle in the bosoms of our children a flame qfhve to 
Christ, which will warm their hearts all their, days, preserving 
them from the contagion of sin, from the allurements efiemp^ 
tation, the snares of the world, and, at the same time, giving 
them a foretaste of the felicity of heaven, 

Hofy Saviour, bless what we have now read of the malig** 
nity of the Jewish priests in stirring up the people to seek thy 
death, of the cruet indignities which were shown thee when 
thine enemies stripped thee of thy garments, mo<^ed thee, spit 
on thee, and nailed thee on the accursed tree. We pray that 
we may never forget these thy sufferings, but that we miy daily 
remember them as the manifestations of thy xnatdiless lov^ 
and as the purchase of our salvation. 

Wo have come to the dose of another week, lliou hast 
richly added to thy mercies : for these we ^ank thee. But, 
alas t we have added to our sins ; 0 extend to us tiby (ktherljr 
pardon O pardon us, for Jesus’ sake I 

May our uves be preserved this night ; and, if we are spared 
in thy goodness to see another day m the Son of xiui^ mnj wo 
be enabled with sincerity of heart to present our soul and bofy 
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable, which is our reasonam 
service. 

Lord, hear and answer and forgive, for the of Jesoa 
thy Son and our Saviour. And may the graoe of the Lonl 
Jeaua Christ be with us and all our r^tives^ and idl tiba 
Israel oi God, now and for ever. Ammi. 



mGHTH WEEK.~8ABBATH EVBNINQ. 


PBAYKB AND HOPE OP VICTORY. 

I^olkstone, New Bethlehem, Angel^a Hymm, t. ». 

1 "Vr 0 W may the God of power and grace 

^ Attend his people’s humble cry! 

Jehovah hears when Israel prays, 

And brings deliverance from on high. 

2 The name of Jacob’s God defends 
Better than shields or brazen walls ; 

[ He from his sanctuary sends 

Succour and strength when Zion calls. 

3 Well ho remembers all our sighs, 

His love exceeds our best deserts ; 

His love accepts the sacrifice 

Of humble groans and broken hearts. 

Watts, Pe, 20. 

PSALM XX. 

The Church rejoicing in tiue King, 

^HE Lord hear thee in the day of trouble ; the name of the 
God of Jacob defend thee. 

2 Send thee help from the sanctuary, and strengthen thee 
out of Zion. 

3 Remember all thy offerings, and accept thy burnt sacrifice. 
Selah. 

4 Grant thee according to thine own heart, and fulfil all thy 
counsel. 

6 We will rejoice in thy salvation, and in the name of our 
God we will set up our banners: the Lord fulfil all thy 
petitions. 

6 Now know I that the Lord saveth his anointed ; he will 
iiear him from his holy heaven with the saving strength of his 
right hand. 

7 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses : but we will 
pcmember the name of the Lord our God. 

8 They are brought down and fallen : but we are risen, and 
stand upright. 

9 Save, Lord : let the king hear us when we call. 

PSALM XXI. 

Thanksgiving for Victory. 

^HE king shall joy in thy strength, 0 Loan; and in thy 
salvation how greatly shal] he rejoice 1 
2 Thou hast given him his heart’s desire, and hast not with* 
holden the request of his lips. Selah. 

8 For thou preventest him with the blessings of goodness : 
thou settest a crown of pure gold on his head. 

4 He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, even length 
01 days for ever and ever. 

5 His glory is great in thy salvation : honour and maiesty 
hast thou laid upon him. 

6 For thou hwt made him most blessed for ever : thou hast 

™ exceeding glad with t^ countenance. 

7 For the k^ ^teth in the Loan, and through the mercy 

I of the most High ho shall not be moved. ^ 

1 . out all thine enemies: thy right 

hand shall find out those that hate thee. ^ “ 

9 Thou shalt m^e them as a fiery oven in the time of thine 
anger ; the Lord shall swaUow them up in his wrath, and the 
tire shall devour them. 

shalt thou destroy from the earth, and their , 
seed from amoug the children of men. 

“tended evil against thee; they imagined a 

they are not able to per/br^ i 

*i.i? turn tSwk, wAen i 
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BsneonoHs uroir Fsatjc xx., xxt.— It is vmn in tiu day of 
trouble to flee to man far help; while they who trust in Ood shall 
be ^e mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth 6a vrar. 
Bdievers know and are confident that God will be their help, their 
defence, and their deliverance; for he has sivoi them the {nomises 
of his truth, which are more duroBlo than the hill., and more seeura 
than the mountains. God the Father has given his Son and Anointed 
his heart’s denre. Ho has given him the heathen for his inheri- 
tance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his possestion. He 
has crowned him with glory and honour. They who submit to his 
authority ho will save, but his impenitent enemies shiJl perish,— 
like the fat of lambs they shall consume away. 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, great and omnipotent is thy strength. 

How powerful is the arm of thy grace to save thy pecmle, 
aud how powerful is the arm of thy justice to punish and 
destroy thine enemies I As a family we desire to joy in thy 
. stren^h, and to rejoice greatly in thy salvation. Let the fcm* 
of thy gracious strength soon be proclaimed throughout the 
) earth. Be thou exalted in thy strength ; so we sing and 
praise thy power. 

We would rejoice with all our hearts that the trumpet of the 
Gospel has been sounded in the ears of tnillmna this day, and 
in particular that in our land Jesus ^ been lifted iqt to the 
view of men. Lord, bless our country. Hiou hast given ns a 
poTverful drfence, our valleys and mountains are wonderfully 
enriched with natural productions from the fountain of tty j 
providential bounty, thou host given us commerce and wealth, 
thou hast blest us with universities and seminaries of learning, 
thou hast given us strength and glory among the empires of 
the earth. O that we wore a nation of saints ! 0 aQ the 
inhabitants, from our chief rulers to the meanest of the people 
clothed in rags, were the loyal and the faithfbl subjects of 
Immanuel, God with us ! May wc as a church and nation 
rejoice in thy salvation ; in the name of our God we would set 
up our banners. O Lord, fulfil all our petitions. While some 
trust in chariots, and some in horses, we will remember the 
name of the Lord our God. 

Merciful Father, show compassion to bereaved widows, and 
betroth them imto thyself in righteousness. O have pily up<m 
weeping orphans, and say unto them, I vrill be your everlas^ 
Father. Comfort the sorrowful, supply the vrants of the needy 
and relieve the tempted. 

Bless the Word which has been this day prodaimed. O 
fulfil that animating promise, which we now pfead, and which 
we now lay down before thee : For as the rain cometh down 
aud the snow from heaven, and retumett not tMthw, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it 
may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so my 
( word be that goett out of my mouth ; it shall not return unto 
me void; but it shall accomplish that which I plASM. ani| it 
shall prosper in the thing whCTeto I sent it. May this Dromiae 
be extensively fulfilled, ^ ^ 

Lord, have mercy on our children. Prevent them tnth thv 
goodness. May thy goodness be ever b^ore them and behit^ 
them, on the nght-hand and the Irft. dive them a erom cf 
hohness, v>htch will be better timn a crown cf gold: and the 
garments of salvation, which will be better than robes of 
royalty. ^ 

We th^ God that we have been permitted to nnroaiid 
the gwpel-table this day. May the food we received in tty 
sanctuary be eflfectual in promoting our salvation. Our Gi^. 


tT T Murniiiuu. uur UtXla 

who reigns aWe, watch over ua this night, let no cal«nito 
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^all our dwelling. O hear, answer, ai 
dear Redeemer's sake. Aman, 

Our Fatter which art in heaven, &c. 


EIGHTH WEBK—JfONDAr 


MYSTlfilXfl OF PEOVIOENCfi. 

Ohiuxk OharUatowf^ Awnimnani^ c. ik 

1 ^OD moves in a mysterious way 
^ His wonders to perform ; 

He plants his footsteps in the sea, 
ioid rides upon the storm. 

2 Deep in un&thomable mines 

Of never*&iling skill, 

He treasures up bright designs, 

And works his sovereign w^. 

8 To fbarfol saints, fresh courage take. 

The clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and shell break 
In blessings on your head. 

vvuw^vvvvw,-^L^,-__- CoWPfilU 

GENESIS XLIV. 

JowplCs PoUcy to detain Benjamin, 

A ND he commanded the steward of his house, saying, Pill 
the men’s sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and 
put every man’s money in his sack’s mouth. 

2 And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack’s mouth of 
the youngest, and his com money. And he did accordmg to 
the word that Joseph had spoken. 

8 As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent 
away, they and their asses. 

4 And when they were gone out of the city, and not yet far 
off, Joseph said unto his steward, Up, follow after the men; 
and when thou dost overtake them, say unto them. Wherefore 
have ye rewarded evil for good ? 

6 18 not this it in which my lord drinketli, and whereby 
indeed he divineth ? Yc have done evil in so doing. 

6 And he overtook them, and he spake unto them these 
same words. 

7 And they said unto him, Wherefore saith my lord these 
words ? God forbid that thy servants should do according to 
this thing : 

8 Behold, the money, which we found in our sacks’ mouths, 
we brought again unto thee out of the land of Canaan : how 
then should we steal out of thy lord’s house silver or gold ? 

9 With whomsoever of thy servants it be found, both let 
him die, and we also will be my lord’s bondmen. 

10 And he said, Now also let it be according unto your 
words : he with whom it is foimd shall be my servant ; and ye 
shall be blameless. 

11 Then they speedily took down every man his sack to the 
ground^ and opened every man his sack. 

12 And he searched, and began at the eldest, and loft at 
the youngest : and the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack. 

18. Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man his 
ass, and returned to the city. 

14 And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph’s house; for 
he was yet there : and they fell before him on the ground. 

15 And Joseph said unto them. What deed is this that yc 
have done? wot ye not that such a man as I can certainly 
divine? 

16 And Judah said, What shall we say imto my lord ? what 
shall we speak? or how shall we clear ourselves? Ood liath 
found out the iniquity of thv servants : behold, we are my lord’s 
servants, we, and he also with whom the cup is found. 

17 And ho said, God forbid that I should do so : but the 
mm in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be my servant ; 
and as for you, get you up in peace unto your &ther. 

TTPOir Gmr. xirv. — Jesus, our Divine Joseph and 

moit bouUtiftdly supplies his ^oplo with ever^oodftd 
gcaee. His bouniy is worU^ of his boundlosB fhlness. he 

“ tbfFciip of theu temporal psosperify, it is often the haibinger of 


severe affictions and perplexity, wliioh will severely test their frith 
and try their patience. Great are the uncertainties and numerous 
the chwges whioh the heaven-bomid traveller meets with journeying 
to his celestial home. At one time his sky is bright, at onotherU 
is overcast with gloomy and foreboding clouds. At one time he 
says, '^My mountain stands strong, I shall not bo moved;” at 
another, All these things are against me !” At one time ho sings 
the song' of triumph, at another he pours forth the bitter wailings 
of unbelief. And why all this trial and woe ? It is to prepare 
for that heaven above, where aU is tranquillity, peace, and joy. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, on the return of tlw morning light, we 
would humbly and thankfully approach thy throne in the 
name of Christ. Blessed Saviour, we meditate with joy on 
the merit of thy righteousness, the prevalence of thine inter- 
cession, and the glory of thy name. ITiou hast opened up to 
the throne of God a new and living way, and through thee wo 
would approach the throne of mercy, and prostrate ourselves 
before the Lord our God. Having a high-priest over the 
house of God, let us draw near with a true heart, in full 
assurance of faith, haring our hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience, and our bodies washed m ith pure water. 

Graciously accept, O Lord, the expressions of our thankful- 
ness for the mercies of the past night. Thou hast kept us in 
perfect peace, and we trust our minds have been stayed on 
thee. As a family, we have abundant reason to employ the 
language of the Psalmist : The Lord is our strength and our 
shield, our heart trusted in him and we arc helped : therefore 
our heart greatly rcjoiccth, and with our song we will praise 
thee. 

We would remember with thankfulness the mercies of the 
past Sabbath. We praise thc^c that thousands sat under the 
shadow of the tree of life with great delight, and that multi- 
tudes drew water with joy out of the wells of salvation. Are 
there any now kneeling before thee strangers to the saving 
power of the Gospel of Christ ? may the messages yesterday 
delivered issue in their conversion. O preserve them from 
spiritual hardness under the means of grace. God forbid that 
thy Word, which has proved to myriads the savour of life unto 
life, should prove to any of us the savour of death unto death. 
Holy Spirit, avert a calamity so great, and make all of us the 
subjects of thy salvation. 

Have mercy on the afflicted and the aged who yesterday 
longed to be in thy courts, but were prevented by the hand ot 
thy chastisement. If it is thy wiU, loose them from the chains 
of affliction, and bring them out of the furnace like the silver 
which has been seven times tried. 

We have now read of the afflictions of Joseph’s brethren. 
Thou didst afflict them, and try them in wisdom, justice, and 
mercy. In all our afflictions may we see thy justice, and not 
complain; may we see thy wisdom, and rejoice ; may we see thy 
mercy, and sing. It is good for us that we have been afflicted. 

Lord, prepare our dear children for the day of affliction. 
If they have early afflictions, may they find it good to bear the 
yoke in their ymth. If any of them die without reaching 
maturity of years, may early death be early glory. 

Suffer us not to stumble at the events of thy providence, 
however dark, however mysterious. As the sons of Jacob at 
last found a smiling providence behind a frowning face, may 
we believe that tf we sow in tears we shall reap in joy. 

Give us grace to live this day under the impression of the 
Word we have now read, and the Gospel to which we listened 
on the past Sabbath. May all around have reason to say, 
respecting us. That family has been with Jesus. 

Lord, forgive our sins, and hear us in thy great mercy, for 
his sake wbo loved us, and gave himself for ns. Amen and 
amen, 

101 



EIGHTH WEEK,~MONDAY EVENING. 


CUaiSt^S DEATH AND VICTOBY. 

Motti0omrff. Nm Otmqmt, AfUn^an, Bxo/Mf, c. m . 

1 T tang my Saviour^B wondrouB death ; 

*•* He conquered when he fell; 

'Tie finished, said his dying breath, 

And shook the gates of hell. 

2 'T is finished, our Immanuel cries, 

The dreadfhl work is done : 

Hence shall his sovereign throne arise 
His kingdom is begun. 

8 His cross a sure toundation laid 
For glory and renown, 

When through the regions of the dead 
Ho passed to reach the crown. Watts, 114, i?. 7/. 


MATTHEW XXVII. 

CkfiiVi DeaUi. 

A ND they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, 
40 And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and 
buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of 
God, come down from the cross. 

41 Likewise also the chief priests mocking Aim, with the 
scribes and elders, said, 

42 He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the 
King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and wo 
willbclieve him. 

48 He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will 
have him : for he said, I am the sou of God. 

. 44 The thievea also, which were crucified with him, cast the 
same in his teeth. 

45 Now fh)m the sixth hour there was darkness over all the 
land unto the ninth hour. 

46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with aloud voice, 
saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani ? that is to say. My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me ? 

47 Some of them that stood there, when they heard /Ac/, 
said, This man callcth for Elias. 

48 And straightway one of them ran, and took a spunge, 
and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him 
to drink. 

49 The rest said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come 
to save him. 

BO Jesus, when he hod cried again with a loud voice, yielded 
up the ghost. 

51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain 
from the top to the bottom ; and the earth did quake, and the 
rocks rent; 

52 And the graves were opened ; and many bodies of the 
saints which slept arose, 

58 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and 
went into the holy city, and appeared unto many. 

B4 Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, 
watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were 
done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God. 

66 And mam women were there beholding afar off, which 
followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto him : 

56 Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother 
of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee's children. 

67 When the even was come, there came a rich man of Ari- 
matbssa, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus^ disciple : 

58 He went to Pilat^ and begged the body of Jesus. Then 
Pilate commanded the body to be delivered. 

69 And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in 
a dean linen cloth, 

60 And laid it ii( his own new tomb, which he h ad hewn 
oat m the rock i and he rolled a great stone to the door of the 
sepolchre, and departed. 

61 And there was Mary Magdalene, and the other Marv. 
eittiiig over against the sepulcte. 


^ Ekflxotions xjrov ICatt. xzvxr. — Sympathy and ooppaMlsii 
brought Ohrist from heaven to earth, mat he might ddiver man 
from the misery of eternal death; but, alas! Whea m was dying on 
the cross for the salvation of man he reodved lie from man. 
He who merited the loudest hallelujahs of praise was assailed by 
execrations, mocking, and scorn! He was lemoaohed for re m ai ni ng 
on the cross, which if ho had not done, the sdvotiOn of a lost world 
had never been accomplished. For the latest act of mercy and 
love he was reproached and execrated, without which the human 
race must have been for ever alienated firom GM, and excluded from 
the glories of immortality. In what an awfrilly afiectu^ and 
degrading light does the heart of man appear in the chief priests of 
the Jews ! They were the chief tormentors, mockers, and murderm 
of Jesus ; now they are the chief of sufferers. They showed Christ 
no pity in his sufferings, and now fhey are suffering where there is 
no pitying eye, and where there is no helping, comforting hand! 
What a spectacle ! the incarnation of the Divinity stretched in the 
narrow grave and gloomy sepulchre a lifeless corpse ! 0 how this 
event has consecra^ the tomb, and thus made it an honourable 
resting-place for the ai^es of the redeemed 1 

PRAYER. 

O LORD, our heavenly Father, mercifully send us thy Holy 
Spirit, the promised Comforter, that we may be enabled, 
with sincerity, solemnity, and aeocqitance, to approach thy tfarona 
in fervent and believing supplication. Thou hast grmoolly 
watched over us during another day ; thou hast given us omr 
daily bread, our daily defence, our daily protection, and art now 
conferring upon us the distinguished honour of eigoying as a 
family converse with thyself, at the termination of this £iy. 

Heavenly Father, wo are deeply affocted when we witness or 
remember the death of dear, departed relatives ; O may we be 
more deeply affected with the account we have now read of 
the death of Christ, our nearest friend, our best friend, the 
friend that sticketh closer than a brother. We would moam 
over our ocld, selfish, and adamantine hearts. 

Deeply imprese our dear children and damuHci mth the 
death of Christ, Open their eyes to see the wonders which are 
to be witnessed in the death of Christ. 

Adored be thy name, O Jesus, that thou didst cheerfiilty lay 
down thy life. Though wicked men laid hold upon thee, and 
nailed thee to the accursed tree, thou didst not suffer by con- 
straint, but of thine own accord thou didst meet the pains of 
death and the shame of crucifixion. Amasing love I thou 
didst say from eternity to thy divine Fbther, Sacrifice and 
offering thou didst not desire ; mine ears hast thou opened : 
burnt-offering and sin-offering thou didst not require. Then 
said I, Lo I come : and in the volume of the Book it is 
written of me. Thou didst firmly and steadiiMily set thy hoe 
to go up to Jerusalem, to be mocked, and scourged, and apit 
upon, and put to death. Thou didst willingly e^are me 
cross ; thou didst despise the shame. 

Blessed Spirit, give us a livdy faith in Jesus as having 
suffered and died for us. May we take up the appiopiiatii!^ 
language of the evangelical prophet; and may earn one of ua 
be instructed by thine influences thus to say for omelvesi 
Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows ; he 
was wounded for our transgresmons, he was bruised for our 
iniquities ; the chastisement of our peace was upon hiio, and 
with his strioes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we nave turned every one to his own way, aild the 
Lord hath laid upon him the miquity of us dl. ^ 

Enable us and onr bdoved friends to cast all onr hOMi of 
pardon, acceptance, sadvatimi, and heaven on the death and 
righteousness of Christ alone. This night may we lie down 
to rest reposing all our confidence on this (wy, this snre 
foundation,, on which our fidth can be safdy flssoei, Bi0r 
our payer, and forgive onr Bins, for Jesus' sei^ who ie W 
faithful and true witness* Amen* 


aiGHTH WEEK.— TUESDAY MOENINO. 


XKTBKOBS810K. 

iiMatk, Mmt, l . m. 

1 TJB liTet ! the great Bedeenier lives ! 

(What joy blest assuranco gives!) 

And now, befim his Father God, 

Pleads the ftiU merit of hia blood. 

51 Bej^ted crimes awake our fears, 

And justice armed with frowns appears ! 

But m the Saviour’s lovely foco 
Sweet mercy smiles, and all is peace. 

8 Hence, then, ye black, despairing thoughts ! 

Above our fears, above our faults. 

His powerful intercessions rise ; 

And guilt recedes, and terror dies. 

4 In every dork, distrustfhl hour, 

When sin and Satan join their power, 

Let this dear hope repel the doi^ 

That Jesus bears us on his heart. 

Stbblb. 


GENESIS XLIV. 

Jwiah*» SvpplioaUotu 

rilHEN Judah came near unto him, and said, Oh my lord, 
let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word in my lord’s 
ears, and let not thine anger bum against thy servant : for 
thou art even as Pharaoh. 

19 My lord asked his servants, saying. Have ye a father, or 
a brother? 

20 And we said unto my lord, We have a father, an old 
man, and a child of his old age, a little one ; and his brother 
is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, and his father 
loveth him. 

21 And thou saidst unto thy servants. Bring him down unto 
me, that I may set mine eyes upon him. 

22 And we said unto my lord. The lad cannot leave his 
father ; for ^ he should leave his father, his father would die. 

28 And thou saidst unto thy servants, Except your youngest 
brother come down with you, ye shall see my face no more. 

24 And it came to paaHs when we came up unto thy servant 
my father, we told him the woids of my lo^. 

25 And our father said. Go again, and buy us a little food. 

26 And we said. We cannot go down : if our youngest 
brother be with us, then will we go down ; for we may not see 
the man’s face, except oUr youngest brother be with us. 

27 And thy servant my father said unto us. Ye know that 
my wife bare me two sons : 

28 And the one went out from me, and I said, Surely he is 
tom in pieces ; and I saw him not since : 

29 And if ye take this also from me, and mischief befall 
him, ye shall bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the 
grave. 

80 Now therefore when I come to thy servant my father, 
and the lad be not with us ; seeing that ^ life is bound up in 
the lad’s life ; 

81 It shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not 
with HS, that he will die : and thy servants shi^ bring down 
the gray hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow to the 
grave. 

82 For thy servant became surety for the lad unto my 
father, saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear 
tlm blame to my fiith^or ever. 

88 New ther^m, I pray thee, let thy servant abide 
instead the lad a l^dmon to my Imd; aim let the lad go 
up with Ids Imthren. 

84 ForJunr s baB I go up to my father, and the lad be not 
wUh me? fast peradventure I see the evil that shall come on 
my fiitlmr* 


Estlxctioks upon Gjot. XLIV.— Let bdievors rejoice that God the 
Father is their Father, and that God the Son is their elder Brother, 
interceding most skilfiiUy, eloquently, ofPeotionately, and sucoossfiilly 
in their behalf before their heavenly Father’s throne. How tender 
is the love of a parent’s bosom, and how closely are children entwined 
around a parent’s heart ! Ixifinitcly more tendq^ is God’s love to 
his children, and infinitely more closely are they entwined around 
his heart. Jacob could not endure the thought of being separated 
from his beloved Benjamin. How wonderful ! God’s ways are not 
as man’s ways: ''Ho spared not his own Bon, his beloved Son, his 
only Son ; but gave him up for us all, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlastmg life.” While it is our 
duty warmly to love our earthly relatives, wo should learn ^m tho 
history of Jacob that we hold them by a slight tenure, as uncertain 
08 it is slight ; and, also, wo should cleave closely to Jesus, who 
can infinitely make up the loss of every earthly relation, however 
valuable ana dear. 


PRAYER. 

^ LORD, our God and Father in Christ, may we be 
^ instructed by thy Spirit to draw near unto thee at this 
V time, and at all times, as cliildren draw near to the parents 
they love, believing that we are welcome, and that thou wilt 
listen to our prayers, for the sake of thy well-beloved Son. 
We thank thee for encouragement to pray. Joseph allowod 
Judah to plead for his brother Beiyamin, and we praise thee 
that we are allowed to pray and plead for each otner, in the 
assured hopes of a gracious acceptance. Thou hast said, Ask, 
and it shall be given thee. Lord, teach us to ask, tohat to ask, 
and how to ask, believing we shall receive. Thou hast said, 
Seek, and ye sh^ find ; O teach us to seek at thy throne the 
jewel of grace, and the crown of life, believing that we shall 
find the sacred treasure and the heavenly inheritance. Teadi 
us to knock at mercy’s door, with the hand of faith, believing 
that thou wilt open the door, and readily admit us to receive 
the portion of thy children. 

Wc thank thee, O God of providence and grace, that our 
lives have been preserved during another night, and that we 
have not been cut down unprepared by the angel of death. 
What reason have we to praise thee, that we are now assembled 
in the most honourable and blessed spot on this side of heaven, 
namely, before thy throne of grace, pleading salvation through 
our Saviour’s death ! O may we find it good to be here; and 
may our delight in encompassing thine altar be so gpreat, that 
wo shall never forsake it all the days of our earthly pilgrimage. 
May wo pray without ceasing, till we arrive at that world 
where praises and hallelujahs shall occupy in heaven the place 
of prayers for ever and ever. 

O Lord, we acknowledge our sinfulness, unworthiness, and 
guilt. Without a Saviour wc must perish. But we rdoice that 
thou hast found out a ransom, and that thou hast laia our help 
on one Aat is mighty, even David, thy well-beloved, thine 
eternal and only-begotten Son. Praise to our God, that we 
have heard the proclamations of thy mercy announcing, in 
accents sweeter than the music of seraphim, that thou hast 
found a Saviour infinite^ qualified to manage our desperate 
case. Thou hast said. Behold my Servant whom I uphold, 
mine elect in whom my soul delighteth. 

We rejoice, O Jesus, that thou art a skilful and sucoesofu] 
Intercessor b^ore tiiy Father’s throne. We now put our cause 
into thv hand ; we can entrust it with no other than thyself. 
Plead mr us in mercVi and may all our beloved rdatives and 
friends be interested m thy gracious intercession above. 

We commit our dear children into thy handj and may thy 
righteousness cover them now they are an earth; and throwh 
thy pawerf^ pleading b^ore the Father^s throne they 
at last become the inmabtiassU qf heaven, 

O Lord, let our prayers be acoeptod in the Beloved. And 
may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with us all. Amen. 

1C8 


EIGHTH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


UESUmiKCTlON AND ASCENSION. 
AnticipaHon* JHngfidd, HarVt. 

1 A NOELS ! roll the rock away! 

Death ! yield up thy mighty })rcy ! 
Sec ! ho rises from tho tomb, 

Glowing with immortal bloom. D 

2 ’Tis tho Saviour! Angels, nuEC 
Fame’s eternal trump of praise ! 

Let tho earth’s remotest bound 

I [car tho joy-inspiring sound. 11 

3 Now, saints, lift; up your eyes ! 

Now to glory see him rise, 


Ilullclujuh. 


Hallelujah. 


1 11 long triumph up tho sky — 
Up to w'aiting worlds on higli. 

MATTHEW XXVIll. 

The Remrrectiom, of Ch'-Ut, 


ILiUclujah. 


I N the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the 
first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other 
Maiy to sec the sepulclirc. 

2 And, behold, there was a great earthquake : for the angel 
of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back 
the stone fixim the door, and sat upon it. 

3 His countenance waa like lightning, and his raiment 
white as snow : 

I 4 And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became 
as dead men. 

5 And the angel answered and said unto the women. Pear 
not ye : for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. 

6 He is not here : for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the 
place where the Lord lay. 

7 And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from 
tho dead ; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee ; them 
shall ye see him : lo, I have told you. 

8 And they departed quickly from tho sepulchre with fear 
and great joy ; and did run to bring his disciples wori 
9 And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met 
them, saying. All hail. And they came and held him by the 
feet, and worshipped liim. 

10 Then said Jesus unto them. Be not afraid: go tell my 
brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they sec me. 

11 Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch 
came into the city, and shewed unto the chief priests all the 
things that were done. 

12 And when they were assembled with the eldew, and had 
taken counsel, they gave large money unto the soldiers, 

18 Saying, Say ye. His disciples came by night, and stole 
him away while we slept. 

^ 14 And if this come to the governor’s ears, we wiD ixjrsuade 
mm, and secure you. 

15 So they took the money, and did as they were taught: and 
this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day. 

16 Iten the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a 
mountain where Jesus had appointed them, 

17 And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but 
some doubted. 

18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying. All i 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the^me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have ' 
comn^ded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the ^ 
mid of the world. Amen. 

IteiJMiHWB im>M Maw. KYm.— In Mary Magdalene we have a ‘ 
moitii^krtle dMpkrof Divine andgrad^^^ a woman ■ 

nued the loi^t dep^ of immoraUty, dq»ra4ty; and Uoen- 
bmisnMi, to Um lofla^ heighfei of holy attainments and nnritual < 
njoymmita. Mary Magdalene, and the other Maiy, came with < 


sorrowM hea^ to see Jesus in his grave: now they hehold him on 
his throne vrith eostaoies of delighted and ai&otioaate adoration. 
They came to the grave to see him in his winding-sheet, and with 
a napkin aroimd tus head : now they behold him in his robes of 
me^torial brightness, filling heaven with toe matchless splendour 
of his glory. Let us rejoice that Christ is risen from toe dead, as 
the fint fruits of that marvellous harvest, which wh all be renrad 
when toe Son of man shall appear in the douda of heaven to fill the 
radgment throne, and summon on assembled universe before bis bar. 
What was toe suiprise of the holy women when they hdidd toe 
men Saviour, whom they saw a few days before a mutilated, 
lifeless corpse upon the accursed tree ! Ana what will be our sur- 
prise when wo shall pass through tho pearly gates of heaven, and 
SCO our exalted Bodeemer receiving too homage and admiration of 
countless saints and angels ! 

PRAYii! ~ 

Tyr OST merciful God, moat gracious Father, we bow on thy 
-*• footstool, and before thy throne of grace, in our great 
Hcdccmcr s name. O Jesus, thy name is as ointment poured 
forth ; therefore do the virgins love thee. Once thou didst 
bleed and groan and die on Calvary's accursed tree; once thou 
didst take upon thee the form of a servant, and didst appear in 
the likeness of sinful flesh. Being found in fashion as a 
thou didst humble thyself, and become obedient unto death) 
even the death of the cross. We would lift up our voices, and 
our voices with our heart, and sing, Hallofujah, hallelmah, 
these days of humiliation, shame, and suffering have fled away 
for ever ! Now in thy mediatorial capacity thou art highly 
exalted; a name is given thee as the rich and well-mmted 
reward of thine ignominy and death, even a name above the 
name of the loftiest of the angelic inteUigences; ton* at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth : and 
every tongiie should confess that thou, the once omcified 
Jesus, art Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Holy and divine Spirit, pve us grace to rejoice in the resur- 
r^ion of Christ, as a glorious mouifestation of the truth of 
his mission, and of the efScacy of his death. May we see in 
the resurrection of our Lord that all the demands of justice 
were answered ; may we see that the law was mngnifityl anfl 
made honourable ; may we see that an everlasting righteous- 
ness is completed and brought in ; may we see that all the 
perfections of God are glorified, that the foundations of the 
Church are rendered for ever secure, that the plans and empira 
of Satan are overturned, and that the glorious resurrection of 
all the saints will most assuredly take place. 

We adore thee, O Jesus, in the honour conferred on tli ose 
pious women to whom thou didst first appear after bursting the 
bauds of death. While thy disciples forsook thee and fled, 
when expiring on the cross, these holy women stood near the 
awful spot of imominy and woe, and in thy kintlnpiw thou 
didst peculiarly honour them, by first appearmg before them, 
when thou didst come forth from the tomb the conqueror of 
death. 

If there are any now in thy presence still in the grave of a 
natural and unregenerate state, O mercifully bring them out of 
that gloomy sepulchre of spiritual death, and say unto th<^, 
Lrvs. 

Have pity upon our dear children, and give to ue the 
sweet, the wupeakable joy of seeing them brought from the 
grave ^ritual death. 

Commrt the afllicted and dying with the believing prosoeot 
of a blessed resurrection. And may we and our idatives be 
among the honoured number who wall rise fint to wwwt toe 
Lord m the air. 

Beoeive our thanks for toe mercies of toe past day, vratdh 
over us this xught, hear and answer aad foigive, fbr ^ 
of thy woU-beloved Son, Joans Christ. Amen. . 


EIGHTH week:.— WEDNESDAY MOENTNG. 


QIOSd’b PBSSENCS light IJS DARKNESS. 

^roMence* MaphaeL Bamwmd. 

1 TUT Y God, the spring of all my joys, 

•W* The life of my delights, 

The glory of my brightest days, 

And comfort of my nights : 

2 In darkest shades, if he appear. 

My dawning is begun ; 

He is my souFs sweet moming-star, 

And he my rising sun. 

3 The ^ning heavens around mo sliine 

With beams of sacred bliss. 

While Jesus shows his heart is mine’, 

And whispers, 1 am his. 

WattR 54, Jl JL 

GENESIS XLV. 

Joicph maketh himtelf hnovm to hit Brethren, 
fllHBN Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that 
stood by him ; and he cried, Cause every man to go out 
from rae. And there stood no man with him, while Joseph 
mode himself known unto his brethren. 

2 And he wept aloud : and the Egyptians and the house of 
Pharaoh heard. 

8 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph ; doth my 
father yet live ? And liis brethren could not answer him ; for 
they were troubled at his presence. 

4 And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I 
pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph 
your bmther, whom ye sold into Egypt. 

6 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, 
that ye sold rae hither : for God did send me before you to 
preserve life. 

6 For these two years hath the famine been in the land : and 
yet there are five years, in the which there shall neither be 
earing nor harvest. 

7 And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity 
in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 

8 So now, it teas not you that semt me hither, but God : 
and he hath made me a father to Phar^h, and lord of all his 
house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. 

9 Haste ye, and go up to ray father, and say unto him, Thus 
saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt : 
come down unto me, tarry not : 

10 And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou 
shaft be near unto mo, thou, and thy children, and thy chil- 
drens children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou 
hast : 

11 And there will I nourish thee ; for yet there are five years 
of famine ; lest thou, and thy household, and aU that thou hast, 
come to poverty. 

12 And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother 
Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh unto you. 

18 And ye rfiall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and 
of all that ye have seen; and ye shall haste and bring down 
my father hither. 

14 And he fell upon lus brother Beiyamin's neck, and wept; 
and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 

16 Moreover he l^ed all his brethren, and wept upon 
them : and after that his brethren talked with him. 

16 And the fame thereof was heard in PharaoVs house, 
saying, Josephus brethren are come: and it pleased Pharaoh 
well^ and ^ servants. 

BsriJioizoNa uroK Gjbut. xlv. — ^When we think of Josus and his 
love what reason have we to say, ^^Blossed Saviour, thou dost mani- 
IbsL il^sdf to tiiy people in a way thou dost not unto the world. 
Qmt was the levo of Joseph to his brethren ; but how infinitely 


tender and fervent is thy love to returning penitents, and how 
unnpeakable thy joy in receiving them to thino embrace!^' Jesus, 
by his Spirit, pl^es beforo the minds of his people their sins in their 
multitude and aggravation; but while ho wounds thorn by calling 
their sins to their remembrance, he comforts them by poumg.into 
their wounded hearts the fragrant, mollifying balm of consolation 
and peace, accompanied with the assured conviction of their interest 
in Divine love, and that their sins are forgiven and blotted out, and 
shall be remembered no more. 

PRAYER. 

^LORD our God, thou art a Spirit, and they who worship thee 
^ should worship thee in spirit and in truth. Thou seekest 
such to worship thee ; mercifully teach us so to worship thee. 
Great is thy wisdom by which thou didst contrive the scheme 
of the universe, and by which thou didst contrive the plan of 
salvation. O that our eyes may be opened to see in some 
measure the wonders of this plan. Like the angels of heaven, 
majr we desire to look into its profound and matchless mys- 
teries, which display the manifold wisdom of God. 

We desire with humility and contrition of heart to confess 
our transgressions before thee, and would lift up our eyes to 
the Holy Spirit, without whose aid we can never experience the 
I slightest emotions of godly repentance. O Lord, we aeknow- 
I ledge that thou art infinitely worthy of our love, for thou art 
infinitely glorious, good, and gracious. We desire to be 
humbled in the dust, that our hearts have been and are stiU 
so estranged from thee, and that our aflections have delighted 
in other objects in preference to thee. Mercifully forgive this 
sin, and wash away its stain. How often, O Jesus, have we 
preferred human friendship to thy love, and human intercourse 
to thy fellowship ! Mercifully forgive this sin, and wash away 
its stain. How often have we preferred earthly riches before 
the treasures of grace — the sure mercies of David I Graciously 
forgive this sin, and wash away its stain. Much concern we 
have shown for the kcalth of the body, and its preservation 
from the ravages of death ; but O how little concern for the 
health and salvation of the soul, and its preservation from the 
ravages of eternal death ! We would mourn over this sin, and 
earnestly plead that thou wuuldst remove its guilt, and take 
away its stain. Where can we go, O Jesus, but to thee, for 
deliverance from our numerous sins, and the pardon of trans- 
gressions like the crimson and the scarlet ! Let each one in 
this family now pray with penitential fervour. Shelter me, O 
Jesus, thou Rock of Ages, and enable me by faith to hide 
mysetf in thee. O may the water and blood which flowed from 
thy pierced heart cure the dreadful disease of sin iu my soul, 
and cleanse me for ever from its guilt and power. 

Teach us to see in the love of Joseph to his brethren an 
emblem of Christ’s love to his people ; and may we see in the 
provision which Joseph made for his father’s family an ani- 
mating type of the wonderful provision which Christ has made 
for the Church. Truly, O Immanuel, thy bowels of mercy did 
yearn over thy people ; thou didst hasten to come from heaven 
to earth to reveal thyself as their Friend and Deliverer; thou 
iidst say in the face of angels and men, I am Jesus, your elder 
Brother, come near and receive the testimonies of mine eternal 
love. 

Take our dear children into covenant ivith thysejf; let thy 
love melt their heartSy and may they be inclined to come unto 
thee to receive better treasures than Egypt could ever afford. 

May the renewed instances of thy goodness during the past 
night lead us to thankfulness, love, and praise. May thy 
hmy law be our guide this day, and our mmds be constantly 
influenced by godly fear. Wo present our prayer in Jesus’ 
name. May goodness and mercy follow us all the days of our 
life, and may we dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
Amen, and amen. 

p 105 


EIGHTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING* 


FHYBXCIAN OP BOTTL8. 

PmUeiUi. 8t.laimnee. Ulwrton, OoMt* t h, 

1 T\EEP are the wounds which sin has made, 

J-' Where shall the sinner find a euro ? 

In vain, alas ! is Nature’s aid ; 

The work exceeds all Nature’s power. 

2 And can no sovereign balm be found ? 

And is no kind physician nigh, 

To ease the pain and heal the wound. 

Ere life and hope for ever fly ? 

8 There is a great Physician near ; 

Look up, 0 fainting soul, and live : 

See, in his heavenly smiles appear 
Such ease os Natiure cannot give ! 

STSRi.r, 

MARK I. 

Christ performing Miracles* 

A nd there was in the synagogue a man with an unclean 
spirit ; and he cried out, 

24 Saying, Let us alone ; what have we to do with thee, 
thou Jesus of Nazareth ? art thou come to destroy iis ? I know 
thee who thou art, the Holy One of God. 

25 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and 
come out of him. 

26 And when the unclean spirit had torn him, and cried 
with a loud voice, he came out of him. 

*27 And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned 
among themselves, saying, What thing is this ^ what new 
doctrine is this? for with authority commandeth he even the 
unclean spirits, and they do obey him. 

28 And immediately his fame spread abroad throughout all 
the region round about Galilee. 

29 And forthwith, when they were come out of the syna- 
gogue, they entered into the house of Simon and Andrew, 
with James and John. 

30 But Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick of a fever, and anon 
they tell him of her. 

81 And he came and took her by the hand, and lifted her 
upj and immediately the fever left her, and she ministered 
unto them. 

82 And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto 
him all that were iseased, and them that were possessed with 
devils. 

83 And all the city was gathered together at the door. 

84 And he healed many that were sick of divers diseases, 
and cast out many devib ; and sufiTered not the devils to speak, 
because they knew him. 

40 And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and 
kneeling down to him, and saying unto him. If thou wilt, thou 
canst make me clean. 

41 And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, 
and touched him, and saith unto him, I will ; be thou clean. 

42 And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy 
departed firom him, and he was cleansed. 

48 And he straitly charged him, and forthwith sent him 
away; 

44 And saith unto him. See thou say nothing to any man : 
out go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer for thy 
deannng those things which Moses commanded, for a testi- 
mony imto them. 

46 But he went out, and began to publish it much, and to 
biaae abroad the matter, insomuch that Jesus could no more 
opaily enter into the city, but was without in desert places : 
came to him from every quarter. 

Bamomtn UPOir 1 £ibx i. — S in is the deformity ond poUntion of 
Uw aonl; iti govemiamt is (he ro^ of uncleanneM in aU iti forma. 
Letaaohefttipray vnthperaeTeTingeaineatneaa, in the language of 
loe 


the penitent Psalmist, “ Create in ns a clean heart, and renew aright 
spirit within ns. Ptti^ ns with hyssop, and w* riiall be clean: wash 
na, and we shall be whiter than the snow I 'What reason hav* wo 
to admire and adore the omnipotenoe of Christ, hw which he oieatod 
all worlda, by which ho restrains the malioioaB vimsBoe of evil spirits, 
and dclivera man from their Satanic inflnenoe and dominion ! What 
a pestilence is ain ! — ^it has infected the bodies of men yrith. eveiy 
description of physical malady, and the sonla of men with every 
dcacription of mom disease. Qlory to Bivine gt^ ! we have heain 
of the fame of Jesus, the Bivino, the skilful physioian. He has power 
to heal and sanctify all the diseases of the body, and mercy to remove 
all the maladies of the soul. 

¥rayek 

B lessed Jesus, our exalted Saviour, we adore thee in thy 
Divine nature, perfections, prerogatives, and glory. Thou 
art the et^al Son of God, possessed of the same essence, and 
entitled to the same adoration, obedience, and praise with the 
Father and the Spirit. We would take up the language <rf 
the spirits of just men made perfect in heaven, and aiag, 
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive mwer, arm 
riches, and strength, and honour, and glory, and bfessing. 

May our minds be deeply affected, O Lora, with the homa^ 
which even unclean spirits were compelled to give to Jesus m 
the days of his humbled humanity, when they said. Let us 
alone ; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nasazeth? 
art thou come to destroy us ? I know thee who thou art, the 
Holy One of God. Thy name, O Jesus, is above the names 
of all the principalities and powers on earth or in heaven. As 
to earthly princes, thou art able in one moment to cast them 
from their thrones, and lay their honour in the dust. As to 
the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, thou art 
the Lord of angels, who cheerfully obey the heavenly mandate, 
Let aU the angels of God worship him. Graciotu God, nany 
wc as a family, and all in whom we are interested, join the 
heaveidy hosts above in shouting the praises of Immanud, 
God with us. Like them, may we stand before the throne, 
and thus adore Ood and the Lamb : Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come. 

Great and merciful Redeemer, we come to thee as the 
Physician of the soul. Wonderful cures thou didst efibet upon 
the diseased bodies of men ; but thou art performing to (he 
present moment far more wonderful cures upon the souls of 
men. We confess that our souls are unclean, and by nature 
altogether unclean. Thou knowest the numwous and powerfbl 
lusts by which our hearts are rendered loathsome in the sight 
of a holy God. We lay before thee our carnality, our pi^, 
our carthly-mindcdncss, our enmity, and unbelim. Lilw the 
leper, wc would come to thee kneeling, and beseech thee, 
saying. If thou wilt, thou canst make us clean. Lord Jesus, 
make us clean ; sprinkle us with hyssop, and we shall be dean; 
wash thou us, and we shall be whiter than the snow. 

Maite ovr dear children now before thee acquaiided with the 
diseases of their soul. Convince them and our domestics that 
they were bom with the mortal disease of sin t^eetinff their 
heart; and lead them now, btfore their comyptkm acquire 
greater strength, to flee to Jesus, the physician of souls. 

We acknowledge, O Jesus, that sin Ince a venoinous disease 
has affected all our nature. But what reaaoa have we to r^oe 
that the only balm is sovereign ^race, and the diysioum, GoAt 
May aU of us have reason to for ever and em. Bless &e . 
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, vbh hedej^ 
aU thy diseases. 

"We give thanks for our life, pur health, our reason^ 
domestic comfort, and the odntinuance of thy goodness Annil|( 
the past day. May refreshing deep and Divine proteotient be - 
affonled us thia night. Hear our prayers, forgive our suis, «|Ml 
save our soals, fienr the sake of die Ijord Seem sir 

Savioor. Amen. ' ' 


EIGHTH WEEK.~THtJESDAY MOENINO 


WBMIUIOK. 

Mk$ PouTj. l. vl 

1 QAIKTSi at your heayenly Pathor’a word, 

^ Give up yotir ocmforts to the Lord 

He shall restore what you resippa, 

Or grant you blesamgs more divine. 

2 So Abra’m with obedient hand 

c Led forth his son at God’s oommand ; 

The wood, the fire, the knife he took, 

His am prepared the dreadful stroke. 

3 Abra'm, forbear, the angel cried, 

Thy faith is known, thy love is tried ; 

Thy son shall live, and in thy seed 
Shall the whole earth be blcsBod indeed. 

12d, B. L 

GENESIS XLV. 

Jocot htareth fJiat Joaeph i$ alive, 

A ND Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, 
This do ye ; lade your beasts, and go, get you unto the 
land of Canaan ; 

18 And take your father and your households, and come 
unto me : and I will give you the good of the land of Egypt, 
and ye shall eat the fat of the land. 

19 Now thou art commanded, this do yc ; take you wagons 
out of the land of Egypt for your little ones, and for your 
wives, and bring your father, and come. 

20 Also regard not your stuff ; for the good of all the land 
of Egypt is yours. 

21 And the children of Israel did so : and Joseph gave them 
wagons, according to the commandment of Pharaoh, and gave 
them ^vision for the way. 

22 To all of them he gave each man changes of raiment ; | 
but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver, and I 

chan^ of raiment. 

28 And to his father he sent after this manner; ten asses 
laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten she asses laden 
with com and bread and meat for his father by the way. 

24 So he sent his brethren away, and they departed : and 
he said unto them, See that ye fall not out by the way. 

26 And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the 
land of Canaan imto Jacob their father, 

26 And told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is 
governor over all the land of Egypt. And Jacobis heart 
fainted, for he believed them not 

27 And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had 
said unto them : and when he saw the wagons which Joseph 
had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived ; 

28 And Israel said, It is enough ; Joseph my son is yet 
alive : I will go and see him before I die. 

GENESIS XLVI. 

Jacob ffoeik into Bffjupt. 

A ND Israel took his journey with all that he had, and 
came to Beer-sheba, and offered sacrifices unto the God 
of his father Isaac. 

2 And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the night, 
and Jacob, Jacob. And he said, Here am I. 

9 And he said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to 
(ps down into Eg^j for I will there make of thee a great nation : 

4 1 wiUfo down wil^ thee into Egypt ; and I wm also surely 
thee up ciffain: and Joseph shw put his hand upon thine 

isyef* 

6. Ai^ dnoob rose up from Beer-sheba: and the sons of 
esfried Jffmb their &iher, and their little ones, and their 
wi9ws> in the wagons irbich Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 

t&k tbek cattle, and their goodi^ which they 
hod gotten in the land of Canaan^ and came into Egypt# 

j|FaeoV<^ ^ ^ 


7 His sons, and his sons* sons with him, his daughters, 
and his sons' daughters, and all his seed brought he with him 
into Egypt, 

Keflectxoks trpoir Gbk. xlv., xltt. — The kindness which Pha- 
raoh manifested to Jacob and his household was excited in his 
royal bosom by Jacob’s God, who has the hearts of all kings in his 
hands, and who turns them like the rivers of waters. Pharaoh 
pnjporod a goodly residence for the aged patriarch and his family in 
Egypt, the most fruitful country on the face of the earth. Infinitely 
more fruitM and glorious is that residence which Jesus has prepared 
for his people in heaven, and respecting which he said and promised 
for their encouragement, I go to prepare a place for you ; and if I 
go away, I will come again unto you, to receive you to myself, that 
where I am there yo may bo also.” May we be inspired with the 
lively hope that we shall be ever with the Lord ! 


PRAYER. 

0 LORD, we adore thee as the holy Lord God, and ae the 
Lord our God. Though wc arc vile and unworthy, and 
unfit to hold converse with thee, a righteous and holy God, we 
rejoice that wc are welcome, through Jeaus, our divine Me- 
diator, to approach the mercy-seat. We thank thee for our 
preserved lives, our preserved faculties, our preserved health, 
and our preserved privileges, and that we are assembled this 
morning around the domestic altar possessed of all these 
invaluable talents. May the dew of the influences of the 
Spirit accompany what we have now read of the Word of life, 
and may the precious and incorruptible seed spring up, and 
bring forth an abundant harvest of good fruit, to the praise 
and glory of God. May we be living branches in Christ, the 
true vine. Let the words of Jesus sink deep into our hearts : 

Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, except it abide in the vine, no more can yc except ye 
abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches ; he that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth muoh 
fruit; for without me ye can do nothing.” 

Teach our dear children now in thy presence to loee their 
parents^ and to love one anothe^\ May they not only have 
a natural regard^ but a spiritual affection for each other ^ 
which will last for ever. ^ ^ 

Wc thank thee, O Saviour, that as Joseph enriched his 
father’s family with silver and gold, thou hwt provided 
unsearchable riches for thy Church ; yea, thou didst actually 
become poor, that they might become rich. We praise thee 
that, as Joseph furnished them with change of raiment, thou 
in thy great mercy hast provided thy people with the robe 
of righteousness and the garments of salvation. We bless 
thee that, as Joseph gave his father and his brethren ^ that 
was necessary for their comfort and defence in their journey 
to Egypt, thou hast furnished thy followers with all that is 
necessary in their journey through the desert of this world 
to the heavenly land. 

May we, O Lord, belong to the number of those who ore 
travelling through the wilderness of this world to the heavenly 
rest. If there are any of this family who have not begun the 
journey, persuade them by thy grace now to commence. Con- 
vince them of the danger of delay. May they return, and 
come to Zion with songs. O may they hasten to retom, ^d 
not delay. Let them not delay till to-morrow^s sun. Suffer 
not their lamp of life to be extinguished, before their needfid 

work is done. , , . • , ^ xi. 

Most merciful God, give us the pleasing evidence that tbaa 
art our God. Aged was cncoura^ all his days witli 
the conviction of Ms interest in thee as ms God, By fr ith in 
Christ, may we have the same oonviotiaa and the sam^coiimi^ 
this day, imd all our days^ for our dear and exalted Savumri 
s^. Amen. 


BIGHTH WEEK.— THURSDAY EVENING. 


PEOFESSION OF LOVE TO CHRIST. 

Scditbvrv Plain, Sprague, ffuddertfield, c. M. 

1 A ND have I, Chnst, no love for lliee, 

No passion for thy charms ? 

No wish my Saviour’s face to sec, * 

And dwell within his arms ? 

2 Can I pronounco his charming numo, 

His acts of kindness tell ; 

And while I dwell upon the theme, 

No sweet emotion feel ? 

3 A very wretch, Lord ! I should prove, 

Had I no love for Thco ; 

Tiathcr than not my Saviour love, 

0 may I cease to be ! 

' S. SfRNSnTT. 

MARK II. 

Chrhf Jicalcth the Patey, 

A ND again he entered into Capemaum after some days; 
and it was noised that he waa in the house. 

2 And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch 
that there was no room to receive therriy no, not so much as 
about the door ; and he preached the word unto them. 

3 And they come unto liim, bringing one sick of the palsy, 
which was borne of four. 

4 And when they could not come nigh unto him for the 
press, they uncovenid the roof where he was : and when they 
nad broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of 
the palsy lay. 

5 Wlicn Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the 
palsy, Son, thy sins b(? forgiven thee. 

6 But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and 
reasoning in their hearts, 

7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can 
forgive sins but God only ? 

8 And immediately M'hen Jesus perceived in his spirit that 
they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them. Why 
reason ye these things in your hearts ? 

9 Wliether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy. Thy 
sins be forgiven thee ; or to say. Arise, and take up thy bed, 
and walk ? 

10 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power 
on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) 

111 say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy 
way into thine house. 

12 And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went 
forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, 
and glorified Gk)d, saying, Wc never saw it on this fashion. 

MARK III. 

Christ healeth tJie withered Hand, 

A ND he entered again into the synagogue ; and there was 
a man there which had a withered hand. 

2 And they watched him, whether he would heal him on 
the sabbath day ; that they might accuse him. 

8 And he said unto the man which had the withered hand. 
Stand forth. 

4 And he saith unto them. Is it lawful to do good on the 
sabbath days, or to do evil? to save life, or to kill? But they 
held their peace. 

5 And when he had looked round about on them with 
anger, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, he saith 
unto the man. Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it 
out : and his hand was restored whole as the other. 

RaixicTioirs xtpow Mark n., m.— Hare we fdt the attractions 
of Jesus? Aro we allured by his exooUoncies to enter his sanctuary, 
and listen to the accents of his love ? That will be a glorious epoch 
in the histoarr of the Church, when the people of all nations shaU be 
gathered to Jesus, the Divine Shiloh, to have their understandings 

lUummated by his lii^t, their hearts warmed with his love, and thw 
106 


souls enriched and beautified by his grace. Greet is the power of 
C^st, and his mercy is equal to his power. Let us therefore tuto 
encouragement instantly to lay our diseased souls at his fyet, timt he 
may say to us in the abundance of his compassion, will, be re 
whole.'' Then we shall be able to lift up our song of thankftil melody 
and praise, Bless the Lord, 0 our soul, and all that is within us be 
stirred up to bless his holy name, who forgiveth all our iniquities, 
and who healeth all our diseases." We should place the life and 
example of Christ before our eyes. 0 what a pattern he families 
of zeal, unwearied and constant activity, benevolence, and mercy ! 
They ai*e honoured, happy, and blessed, wlio build on Christ's atone- 
mont for pardon and acceptance, and who take up his example to 
follow his stops, thus walking in love, as he also hath loved us. May 
we ever breathe his Spirit, and bo filled with his fiilness. 

piXYii; 

O LORD our God, we adore thee as the God of providence 
and of grace. With gratitude and humility we would thank 
tliee for thy fatherly and providential care of us during the 
past day. Prom thy storehouse we have received the food that 
nourished us, and from thy wardrobe we have received the 
raiment that covered and defended us. We thank thee that, 
before lying down upon our beds, we are allowed and disposed 
to draw near imto thee, and seek the blessings of thy salvation. 
O enable us more and more to value such privileges, and to 
improve them by tby spirit, as the harbingers of the empl(^- 
ments and enjoyments of heaven. Blessed, infinitely blessra 
as a family shall wc bo, if, after our intercourse on earth, after 
we arc separated by the hand of death, we shall meet iu 
heavenly climes, to enjoy the glory of the beatific vision for 
ever and ever. 

We praise thcc for tby readiness to hear our prayers and 
answer our requests. Thou art now saying to us as individuak 
and as a family, \Miat is thy petition, and thy request? and it 
shall be given thee. Holy Spirit, enable us to present suitabfe 
petitions in a‘ suitable manner, and with a believing, humble 
heart. Our Father who art in heaven, we seek salvation. Are 
any of our family still in nature^s darkness, still strangers to 
themselves as sinners, and to Christ as a Saviour? O have 
mercy upon them, pluck them as brands out of the burning, 
bring tliem into thy family and kingdom, and enrich them 
with the treasures of thy saving grace. God forbid that any 
member of this family should live and die despising their own 
mercy. God forbid that any of us should be found at the left- 
hand of the Judge on the great and solemn day when he shall 
appear on the white throne. 

Make our dear children deeply concerned about their 
salvation. May our eyes be blest^ by seeing, in them the 
early dawnings of Divine ^racc. As the diseased qf whom 
we have now read pressed Jorward to experience the healing 
power of Christy may they press forward in earnest prayer 
to seek his saving grace. 

If there are any of us po^essed of grace, what reason have 
we to mourn that our faith is so weak, our icsl so languid, and 
our love so cold. Mercifully revive these graces. May our 
faith be vigorous and active like the faith of Abraham, may 
our zeal be lively and constant like that of Paul, and our love 
be ardent and animating like that of John. Let not our graces 
bo like plants in winter ; suffer not the frosts of sin to deprive 
them of their verdure, beauty, or firuitfulness. Fulfil in our 
experience that promise, He shall come down like rain upem 
the mown grass, as showers that water the earth. , J wili mal 
their backsliding, I will love them freely; for mine anger is 
turned away from them. I will be as the dew unto Israri; lii6 
shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanom^^ O 
Lord, we thank thee for these great and precious proinisaiu 
Blesi^ God, fulfil them in our experience. 

Hear these the imperfect supplications of onx hestty te 
Jesus* sake, our Lord and Saviour. Amen« •; 


EIGHTH WEEK-— PEIDAY MORNING. 


^ dmarr ths good tHBPHBRD. 

Cok^Mtn. Ttuvidod^ Oarqfa. 

1 rpHE Lord my pasture Aall prepare, 

A And feed me with a shepherd’s care ; 
His presence riiall my wonts supply, 

And guard me with a watohM eye ; 

Hy noonday walks he shall attend. 

And all my midnight hours defend. 

2 When in the sultry glebe I faint, 

Or on the thirsty mountain pant. 

To fi^rtUe Talcs and dewy meads, 

^ weary, wandering steps ho leads ; 

' W^ere peaceful rivers, soft and slow, 
Admit the verdant landscape How. 

3 Though in the paths of death I trend. 
With gloomy horrors overspread, 

My steadfast heart shall fear no ill, 

Eor thou, 0 Lord, art with me still ; 

Thy friendly crook shall give me aid. 

And guide me through the dreadful shade. 


make thy fhther and brethren to dwell ; in the land of Gnshen 
let them dwell : and if thou knowest any men of activity among 
them, then make them rulers over my cattle. 

7 And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and sot him 
before Pharaoh : and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 


Addison. 


IlKn:.T20TioK8 UPON Gen. XX vx., xlvii.— Rapid was the increase 
of the descendants of Jacob, and they were greatly blessed with tho 
peculiar care and protection of the special providence of heaven. 
Let it be our earnest, constant prayer, that uie spiritual Israel of 
God may rapidly increase ; that the little one may soon become a 
thousand ; and that the small one, though hiUiorto contemptible in the 
eyes of the world, may become a strong nation, exercising its salutary 
power, and spreading its salutary influence over all the kingdoms of 
tho world. Most interesting was the meeting of Joseph with his 
father and brethren in Egypt ; but none can conceive the felicity of 
tho souls of the redeemed on their admission into heaven, when they 
meet with Jesus their everlasting Father and Saviour, and receive 
tho affectionate welcome of angels, and tho general assembly and 
church of tho first-bom. 


GENESIS XLVI. 

Joseph meetmg his Father. 



oouls were threescore and six ; 

27 And the sons of Joseph, which were born him in Egypt, 
were two souls: all the souls of the house of Jacob, which 
came into Egypt, were threescore and ten. 

28 And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph to direct his 
face unto Goshen; and they came into the land of Goshen. 

29 And Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to meet 
Israel his father, to Goshen, and presented himself xinto him ; 
and he fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while. 

30 And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I 
have seen thy face, because thou art yet alive. 

81 And Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto his father’s 
house, I will go up, and shew Pharaoh, and say unto him. My 
brethren, and my father’s house, which were in the land of 
Canaan, are come unto me ; 

82 And the men are shepherds, for their trade Iiath been to 
feed cattle; and they have brought their flocks and their herds, 
and all that they have. 

83 And it shall come to pass, when Pharaoh shall call you, 
and shall say, What if your occupation ? 

84 That ye shall say. Thy servants’ trade hath been about 
cattle from our youth even until now, both we, and also our 
fathers : that ye may dwell in the land of Goshen ; for every 
shepherd is an abomination unto the Egyptians. 

GENESIS XLVII. 

Joseph^ BreUvren introdtsoed to the King. 

rpHEN Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and said. My Father 
^ and my brethren, and their flocks, and their herds; and 
all tl^i they have, are come out of the laud of Canaan; and, 
b^old, they are in the land of Goshen. 

2 And he took some of his brethren, even five men, and 
presented them unto Pharaoh. 

8 And Pharaoh said unto his brethren, What is your oc- 
ecq^ion? And they said unto Pharaoh, Thy servants are 
diq^erds, both we> and also our fathers. 

4 They said moreover unto Pharaoh, For to sojourn in the 
land are we come; for thy servants have no pasture for their 
flooks i foie the fismine is sore m the land of Canaan : now 
we pray thee, let thy servants dwell in the land of 

Qoiham 

, 9 As4 Efaaraoh ipaka unto Joseph, saying, Thy father and | 
bvethm are oome unto thee : 

n Dim land of Jlgypt is heiton thee ; in the best of the land 


PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, thou art the everlasting God. From 
all eternity thou didst exist alone, in thine own essence, 
and infinitely blessed. 

May the influences of thy Spirit accompany what we have 
now read from thy holy Word. Like tho Psalmist, may all 
of us say respecting thy Word, and believe with our hearts 
what we express with our lips. It is more to be desired than gold, 
yea, than much fine gold; it is sweeter than honey, than the 
honeycomb : and it is our song in the house of our pilgrimage. 

Teach our dear children to follow the example of Joseph. 
May they remember how he loved hln father, and may they 
admire his filial love. May they remember how he loved his 
brethren, and may they admire his fraternal love. 0 may they 
love Christ, then will every other holy affection glow in their 
bosom. 

Lord, sanctify to us all tho events of thine adorable provi- 
dence. Sanctify all our bodily afflictions, all our disappoint- 
ments, all our losses, and all our bcrea^'ements. Whore wo 
cannot trace thee in thy providence, O teach us to trust thee. 
As Jacob saw the wise and merciful and glorious issue of his 
severe and long-continued afflictions, may we rely with implicit 
confidence on tho mercy and faitlifulncss of our God, who doth 
all things well. 

When all the temptations and sufferings of the present life 
are brought to a close, may Jesus, our divine Joseph, present 
us before the throne of our Father in the heaven of heavens, 
where we shall be spotless and pure as the crystal stream which 
flows from the throne of God and the Lamb. 

Mercifiilly affect us with the transitory nature of this present 
life. As Jacob suitably viewed the chequered events of his 
life, and considered his days but few and evil, may the short- 
ness of our life, and the various afflictions wo arc called to 
endure by the way, remind us that this is not our resting-place, 
that it is not our home. By faith in Christ may wc believe 
that our home is beyond the skies, and that we shall for over 
inhabit the house not made with hands eternal in the heavens. 

hard, show thy saving compassion to all our aged friends 
who are bending down under the infirmities of advanced years. 
While their outward man is decaying day by day, may their 
inwi^ man, even the graces of the Spirit, be renewed day by 
day. As their natuxil faculties become weak, may their graces 
become lively and strong. 

We thank thee for the mercies of the past night. May we 
live under the light of thy countenance this day. Lord, forgive 
all our sins, and gracioudy answer our prayers, for the sake of 
Jesus, whom thou hearest always. Amen. 


EIGHTH WEEK.— f EIDAY EVENING. 


rOROlVEKESS. 

ineepH (Otenada). St/^ikNeuf. Miltbank. UM. 

1 pOBGIVENESS! His a joyM sound 
To malefaotors doomed to die : 

Publish the bliss the world around; 

Ye seraphs, shout it from the sky. 

9 *T is the rich gift of love Divine ; 

’T is full, out-measuring eveiy crime ; 

IJnclouded shall its glory shiue, 

And feel no change by changing time. 

3 O’er sins, unnumbered as the sand. 

And like the mountains for their siso, 

The seas of sovereign grace expand, 

The seas of sovereign grace arise. Oiduons. 

karFiil 

Jesus followed hy Multitudes. 

A nd the Pharisees went forth, and straightway took counsel 
with the Hcrodians against him, how they might destroy 

him. 

7 But Jesus withdrew himself with his disciples to the sea : 
and a great multitude from GaUlee followed him, and from 
Judea, . 

8 And from Jerusalem, and from Idiimea, and Jrom beyond 
Jordan ; and they about and Sidon, a great multitude, 
when they had heard what great things he did, came unto him. 

9 And he spake to his disciples, that a small ship should wait 
on him because of the multitude, lost they should throng him. 

10 For he had healed many; insomuch that they pressed 
upon him for to touch him, as many as had plagues. 

11 And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down before 
him, and cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God. 

13 A nd he straitly charged them that they should not make 
Iiim known. 

13 And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unta him 
whom he would : and they came unto him. 

14 And he ordained twelve that they should be with him, 
and that he might send them forth to preach, 

15 And to have power to heal sickness, and to cast out 
devils : 

16 And Simon he sumamed Peter ; 

17 And James the son of Zobedee, and John the brother of 
James; and ho surnamed them Boanerges, wliich is. The sons 
of thunder : 

18 And Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, andMatthew, 
and Thomas, and James the son of Alpheus, and Thaddeus, 
and Simon the Canaanite, 

19 And Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed him : and they 
went into an house. 

20 And the multitude cometh together again, so that they 
could not so much as cat bread. 

21 And when his friends beard cff it, they went out -to lay 
hold on him : for they said, He is b^ide himself. 

22 And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem said. 
He hath Beelsebub, and by the prince of the devils casteth he 
out devils. 

23 And he called them unto him, and said unto them in 
parables, How can Satan cast out Satan ? 

24 And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom 
cannot ^tand. 

26 Andif ahouse bedb^ed against itself, that boose cannot 
stand, ^ 

IKstlsotioks ttpok ICabx hi. — Wbat a mystsiy ! Jesus to 
a condemned world to obtain life for condemned man, he no 


sou], and in raising the Q^intnslly dead to newness of^. Has the 

no 


intelligence encouraged us to cast ourselves sad our relativos at Ms 
feet, to implore his mercy and supplicate his graee? Many c^dnions 
were formed of Christ, even when he lived on earfb, and penbrmed 
matchless miracles of mercy and of power. After the lapse of many 
hundreds of years opinions of him ihe most umyoflpthy still eitisty 
and prejudices the most nnjnst ore still entertained. l(^t thmi toe 
of Christ ?— that is the question I Can we say, 0 Jesus, thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God ; thou art my Lord,, my God, 
ray Saviour, my All 

PEAYEB. 

O LORD, we desire, in the name of Jesus, our divine 
Mediator, to approach thy gracious presence, under a 
lively and grateful sense of the mercies of the past day. Thou 
art a Spirit infinite, holy, and mercifiil. Our mortal eyes 
cannot see thine essence, and no created understanding can 
comprehend thy glory. Who con by searching find thee out? 
But we are constantly under thine eye, and wdl known to thee 
are all the secrets of our hearts. 

Thou knowest all our wants, as well as all our sins. What 
reason have wc to praise thee, that we are encouraged to seek 
the supply of the one and the forgiveness of the other 1 O 
that we were enabled with evangelical repentance to oonfess 
our sins I Holy Spirit, teach us to look on Christ whom we 
have pierced ; then, and not till then, shall we mourn and be 
in bitterness for our multiplied and ^gravated sins. We are 
altogether unfit to eiyoy converse with thee in the ordinance 
of prayer, and wo are as unworthy as unfit. What reason 
have we to rejoice that thy mercy invites ns, with aU our 
infirmities, to come to thee by a new and living way, of which 
it is said, A wayfaring man, though a fool, shall not err therein. 
Behold, we now come to thee in that way where sinners, even . 
the chief, may find mercy and forgiveness. Gloiy to thy 
name, that pyoclamations of pardon have reached our ears ! 
When wc meditate, O Lord, on that lake of misery into which 
we deserve to be cast, to receive the demerit of our sins, we 
would exclaim. Forgiveness, His a joyful sound to malefactors 
doomed to die I Let the heralds of salvation proclaim this 
mercy over the whole earth, that angels may rejoice over the 
salvation of returning penitents. 

May tmr dear children and servants be humble petitioners at 
thy throne, pleading with all the tenderness of youttful piety 
for pardon through our Saviour^ s blood. 

Heaven grant that we and all our relatives my have r^mon 
tlirough eternal &ges to sing the song of pardoning mercy 
before the celestial throne: Unto him that loved us, «00 
washed us from our sins in his own blood, be glory and 
dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Give eflScacy to the Word of thy grace we have now read, 
that it may prove a blessed light to guide our feet in the way 
of heaven. Preserve us and oiir country from imitating the 
Pharisees and the Herodians in their enmity against Chrisi 
Holy Spirit, turn the hearts of blaspheming ipfidela unto the 
Son of God, and sufier them no more to attempt theovexthro# 
of that Gospel which is as secure as the throne of heaven. If 
there are any in this family circle, or among our beloved 
relatives, destitute of grace, give them, we earnest^ pray, that 
concern to be saved by Christ, which the diseased oisoovered 
in the days of his humbled humanity to be healed of Aeae 
bodily maladies. Aln^hty Saviour, touch our graceless reta» 
tives by thy gracious ii^enoe ; thw they shall he inotax^fi^ 
saved, and the power of sin to ever cease. BkMed Jetm, 
have mercy upon them. 

Continue with us thy providential eare dumg iSia wateiulh 
of the night, that our mim and body may be prqp«to4 
duties ci an approaching day. For the sate b| eto; 
Mediator, most mercifrilfy hear onr nc a yert, sndr 0# 
•ins. Amen, and amen. 


SIOHUH >irXS]L~84TUEDAT MOSNINO. 


fBx FESsKm mm Qwmu 
Miphaa$. 

I UOW free a^4 bowdkis ii the grace 
U Of (mr redeexnitiig 6od| 

Xxtending to the Greek end Jew, 

And meu of erery blood! 

• The mUhtieet Ung, and meanest slare, 
Xayliia lieh Hieroyiaate ; 

He bids the beggar and the prinoo 
Unto the gospel- feast. 

d Hone are excluded thence, but those 
'Who do themselves exclude ; 
Welcome the learned and polite, 

The ignorant and rude. - 


Bbodomi. 


GENESIS XLVII. 

JtiechU JntirwHont to J<mpK retptding hit BwM, 
k ND lafael dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the country of 
Goshen; and they had possessions therein, and grew, and 
tiaaltiplied exceedingly. 

£8 And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years: so 
the whole age of Jacob was an hundred forty and seven years. 

29 And the time drew nigh that Israel must die : and he 
ea^ his son Joseph, and said unto him. If now I have found 
in thy sight, put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, 
and deal kindly and truly with me ; bury me not, I pray thee, 
in Egypt! 

80 But I will lie with my fathers, and thou shalt carry me 
out of Egypt, and bury me in their buryingplacc. And he 
said, I wiU do as thou hast said. 

81 And he said. Swear unto me. And he sware unto him. 
And Israel bowed himself upon the bed’s head. 

GENESIS XLVIII. 

/( k ; o & hUtamg Joseph* a Sons. 

A ND it came to pass after these things, that one told Joseph, 
Behold, thy father is sick: and he took with him his two 
sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 

-2 Aud one told Jacob, and said. Behold tliy son Joseph 
cometh unto thee : and Israel strengthened himself, and sat 
upon the bed. 

8 And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto 
me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and blessed me, 

4 And said unto me. Behold, I will make thee fruitful, and 
multiriy thee, and I will make of thee a multitude of people ; 
and wiU give this land to thy seed after thee /or an everlasting 
possession. 

6 And now thy two sons, l^hraim and Manasseh, which were 
-bom unto thee in the land of Egypt before I came imto thee into 


Egypt, are mine ; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine. 

o And tl^ issue, which thou begettest after them, shall be 
thine, and sl^ be called afrer the name of their brethren in 
their inheritance. 

9 And as for me, when I came from Fadan, Rachel died by 
ine in the >a«d of Canaan in the way, when yet there was but 
a little waT to come to Epbath : and I buried her there in the 
way of Epnridih ; the same is Beth-lehem. 

8 And Israd bcbeld Josephs sous, and said. Who are these? 

9 And Joseph said unto hk father, Th^ are my sons, whom 
God heXk given me in ^is place. And he said. Bring them, 
1 wiy 1 ^ 0 ^ unfo me, and I will Mess them. 

10 How the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that h€ could 
not see. And he Inought them near unto hbn ; and he kissed 

11 And X^^said unto Joseph, I had not thought to see thy 

and# hatib shewed me also thy seed. 

thm out from between his knees, 
eiiul Am ^ oarth. 



llBiXEcmoNS uroK Gew. XLvn., XLviu.-nJacob was a distinguished 
illuitration of the truth of that promise, Trust in the Lord and dc 
good, BO shalt thou dwell in the land, and thou sl^lt verily bo fed.” 
with what delightful tranquillity a saint can look upon the finishing 
of his earthly course, on the laying down of his earthly tabernacle, 
and on the grave where his ashes shall repose, when his faith is 
strong, and when ho rejoices in hope of the glory of God. Like 
Ja^b, may we be invigorated with tliis faith, and animated with 
this hope! What an interesting spectacle is the dying bed of an 
aged samt, when his graces are in lively exercise, filled with the 
heavenly breezes of the influences of the Holy Spirit ! The departing 
believer is encouraged and comforted by the remeinWnce of the past; 
by the marked and peculiar interpositions of a gracious IVuvidenco, 
with which he has been favoured and blessed ; and by the goodness 
and mercy which have followed him every step of his jounioy, and 
every day of his life. And 0 how ho is comforted and encouraged 
by the prospect of dwelling in the house of the Lord for ever I 

PRAYER. 

T)^E adore thee, O Lord, as the God of Abraham, and of 
Isaac, and of Jacob, and as the Lord our God. Thou art 
not the God of the dead, but of the living; for these thy 
venerable servants arc now with thyself in heaven, arrayed in 
the spotless garments of immortality and light. Merciful be 
the Lord our God, through Jesus, the Sou of thy love, who is the 
brightness of thy glo^, and the express image of thy person. 

Thou God of providence and grace, we thank thee for the 
mercies of the night, and of the week nearly come to a close. 
We bless thee for supplying our wants and preserving our 
lives. While others have become the victims or death, wc arc 
preserved from the fatal arrow which flieth in doricness, and 
the destruction which wasteth at noon-day. We praise thee for 
the continuance of health and the exercise of reason. O that 
the light of reason in our understanding may be accompanied 
with the fire of grace in our heart 1 Seated on thy throne of 
mercy, thou art kindly and condescendingly addressing us: 
What is thy petition, and thy request ? and it shall be granted 
thee. Our petition is. Lord, give us thy grace, thy saving 
grace. If we have grace, give us more grace ; and if we have 
no grace, from this moment make us its possessors, and may 
our hearts he thy temples, filled with the glory of thy presence. 

Teach our children early to seek thy grace. May they seek 
it as silver, and search for it as for hidden treasures ; and may 
they remember that they who find grace find life and obtain 
favour of the Lord. 

May each one of us have reason to acknowledge, travelling 
along the wilderness of human life, Grace found us when 
wandering far from thee our God, and brought us into the 
path which leads to heaven, and bountifully supplies us with 
all we need, while pressing on to the rest whicn remains for 
the people of God. 

We praise thy name, O King of saints, that our land is a 
spiritual Goshen. Here we have in rich abundance the bread 
of life and the waters of salvation. Here we have the ordi- 
nances of thy house, which are a garden filled with the choicest 
fruit ; here we have the Sun of Righteousness rising with heal- 
ing in his wings, and wc have the refreshing showers of the 
influences of the Spirit. For these great' and invaluable bles- 
sings we present the gratefiil homage of our hearts. Let not 
our privileges rise up against us in judgment to condemn us. 
Aa a family we have been exalted k* heaven in point of privi- 
leges. O sufifer us not to be cast into hell for abusing them 1 

As Jacob thought of his decease, may we often meditate on 
our departure from time to eternity. May we be ready to die, 
and may we be willing to die. Lord, deliver us from the fear 
of death, and may we Aesire to depart and be with Christ, 
which is far better. May we live this day as the expectants of 
heaven. O Lord, hear and forgive, for the sake of our Ix)rd 
and Saviour, Jeaoa Christ. Amen.' 


EIGHTH WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENING. 


DIFFERENT SUCCESS OF THE GOSPEL. 

Miymt PUoiarU, Warwkh e. u. 

1 p^HBIST and his cross is all our theme ; 

^ Tho mysteries that wo speak 

Are scandal in tho Jew’s esteem 
And folly to the Greek. 

2 But souls enlightened from above 

With joy rocoivo tho word ; 

They «eo what wisdom, power, and love 
Shines in their djdng Lord. 

3 Tho vital savour of his name 

Kestores their fainting breath • 

But unbelief perverts the same 
To guilt, despair, and death. 

Watts, 119,5./. 

MARK IV. 

HVie Parable of the .Sower, 

A nd he began again to tcacli by the sea side : and there 
was gathered unto liini a great multitude, so that he 
entered into a sliip, and sat in tlie sea ; and the whole multi- 
tude was by the sea on the land. 

2 And he taught tliem many tilings by parables, and said 
unto them in his doctrine, 

3 Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow; 

4 And it came to pa.ss, as he sowed, some fell l)y the way 
side, and the fowls of tlic air came and devounid it up. 

5 And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much 
earth ; and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth 
of earth ; 

C But when the sun w^as up, it was scorched; and because 
it had no root, it withered away. 

7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and 
choked it, and it yielded no fruit. 

8 And other fell on good grouml, and did yield fruit that 
sprang up and increased ; and brought forth, some thirty, and 
some sixty, and some an hundi’cd. 
j 9 And he said unto them, lie that hatli ears to hear, let him 
near. 

10 And wiien he was alone, they that were about him with 
the twelve asked of him tlic parable. 

11 And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know 
the mystery of the kingdom of God : "but unto them that are 
without, all these things arc done in parabhis ; , 

12 That seeing they may sec, and not perceive ; and hearing 
they may hear, and not understand ; h^st at any time they 
should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them. 

13 And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable ? and 
how then will ye know all parables ? 

14 The sower soweth the w ord. 

16 And these are they by tlui way side, where the word is 
sown ; but when they have heard, Satan eometh immediately, 
and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. 

IG And these arc they likewise which are sown on stony 
ground ; who, when they have heard tho word, immediately 
receive it with gladness; 

1 7 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a 
time : afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the 
word’s sake, immediately they are offended. 

18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such 
j as hear the w ord, 

19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of 
j riches, and th(j lusts of other things entering in, choke the 
j word, and it becometh unlruitful. 

j 20 And these are they which arc sowm on good ground; 
mch as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit 
some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundr^. ^ 

112 


Ekfleotions upon Mam iv.— Never man or angel i^e as Christ 
speaks, or taught as he teaoheth. Are wo soholoni, sitting at his 
feet, listening to his words, and drinking in wisdom vmet his 
tuition? How suitable, how sublime, how simple, how rich, how 
diversihod arc the dootr^es he teaches, and which, like the dew, are 
distilled from his lips ! How affectionate and condesoendinjor, how 
striking and forcible his manner of commumoating information and 
wisdom to those who sit as humble, loving disciples at his feet ! May 
it be our privilege to know, believe, and love the mysteri^ of tho 
kingdom, tho doctrines of grace ; and may our lives ezemplij^ their 
pmifying, practical, and saving power. How pernicious are excessive 
worldly cares ! — ^they unfit for hearing tho Word, for receiving it, for 
enjoying it. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD, our covenant God in Christ, thou art the ever- 
lasting God, before whom tho past and the future are an 
ETEKNAL NOW. A thousaud yeoTS arc in thy sight but as 
yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in tho night. A 
thousand years in thy sight are as ono day, and one day as a 
thousand years. We are worms of the dust, we are but of 
yesterday. When we compare our insign^cance mth thy 
majesty, and the short span of our mortal existence with thine 
eternity, we desire to be humbled before thee. 

Thou hast graciously brought us in safety to th‘ , dose of 
another week, and the cup of our lot has been filled with the 
unmerited blessings of thy goodness. May each of us now with 
I grateful hearts be enabled to say. We will take the cup of 
.salvation, and call on the name of the Lord. We thank Aee 
for presening us from the ravages of disease, and from tho 
hand of death. May the events of the week be sanctified by 
thy Spirit. If we have enjoyed prosperity, may our hearts be 
grateful to tho Most High ; if we have tasted the bitter waters 
of affliction, may we adore thee in submissive humility, saying, 
Good is thei will of the Lord. May all our afflictions prove 
the most useful and effectual instructors. May they be instru- 
mental in bringing down the pride of our heart, and extin- 
guishing the vanity of our spirit. As the child flees to the 
bosom of the mother in the hour of danger, may we in the 
day of affliction flee to the gracious arms of our God and 
Saviour. May we sing, God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble. The Lord of hosts is with os, 
the God of Jacob is our refuge. . Selah. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for the incorrjiptible seed of the 
Word of life; and wo bless thee for ministers of the Gospel, 
who are commissioned to sow tho precious seed. We would 
mourn that, while the seed has been so long sown oh our 
heart, so little fruit has been produced. How unprofitably ' 
have we hearkened to the everlasting Gospel ! Lora, forgive 
this our sin, and may we ever be impressed with the sofemn, 
yet consolatory truth, that in the preaching of the Word God 
is speaking by the mouth of man. Have any among us, to the 
present time, been no more than stony ground hearers? Has 
the seed only sprung up a little way, and- been afterwards 
speedily withered by a scorching sun ? O heaven forbid that 
wc shoidd any longer remain unfruitful hearers of the Word ! 

Gii?e to our dear children love to a preached Oospet^ and 
soon may their young hearts be brougat under the iUuminat^ 
ing and saving power of the Word of Ijfe* 

May all of us, on the approaching Sabbath, and to the dose 
of life, hear and love and believe and embrace the Gospel of 
thy Son. May we resemble the field which brought forth plen- 
tiMly, some thirty, some sixty, and some an hundredfold. 

May we be so refreshed with sleep this night, as to be pre- 
pared, both in body and mind, for the sacr^ and aaiinating 
services of thy holy day. 

Hear our feeble prayers, forgive our 8ii^, .and save our 
for Jesus sake. And may the peace of 0(kl, which pasooth idt 
understanding, for ever rest upon us. Amen, and aine& - 


NINTH WEEK.--SABBATH MORNING. 


CHKISt^S BITTVERINOa. 

OntHow, Wetterhan* St, Ma/rjfi, CrowU, c. n. 

1 TyHY has my God my soul forsook, 

^ * Nor will a smile afford ? 

(Thus David onco in anguish spoke, 

And thus our dying Lord.) 

2 Though ’tis thy chief delight to dwe ll 

Among thy praising saints, 

Yet thou canst hoar a groan as well, 

And pity our complaints. 

3 Our fathers trusted in thy name, 

And great deliverance found ; 

But I ^m a worm, despised of men, 

And trodden to tho ground. 

4 Shaking the head they pass me by, 

And laugh my soul to scorn ; 

In vain he trusts in God, they cry, 
i^eglected and forlorn. 

6 But thou art he, who formed my flcsli 
By tliine almighty word ; 

And since I hung upon the breast, 

My hope. is in the Lord. 

Watts, Pj p . L 

PSALM XXII. 

Ch'iaVa gi-eat Suffennga, 

Ty/TY God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? w/n/ art 
thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my 
roaring? 

2 O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou liearcst not ; 
and in the night season, and am not silent. 

3 But thou art holy, O thou that inhabiteat the praises of 
Israel. 

4 Our fathers trusted in thee : they trusted, and thou didst 
deliver them. 

5 They cried unto thee, and were delivered : they trusted 
in thee, and were not confounded. 

6 But I am a worm, and no man ; a reproach of men, and 
despised of the people. 

7 All they that see me laugh me to scorn : they shoot out 
the lip, they shake the head, saying, 

8 He trusted on the Ijord that he would deliver him : let 
him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him. 

11 Be not far from me ; for trouble is near j for there is 
none to help. 

12 Many bulls have compassed me : strong bulls of Basluiu 
have beset mo round. 

13 They have gaped upon me with their mouths, as a 
ravening and a roaring lion. 

11 I am poui’ed out like water, and all my bones are out of 

i 'oint : my hcaH is like wax ; it is melted in the midst of my 
)owels. 

15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my toJigue 
clcaveth to my jaws ; and thou hast brouglit me into the dust 
of death. 

16 Por dogs have compassed mo; the assembly of the 
wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my 
feet. 

17 1 may tell all my bones : they look and stare upon m(?. 
18 They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon 
my vesture. 

BsPLEcnoNS UPON Psalm xxir.— The value of tho soul and the value 
of its salvation arc infinite, and nothing but an infinite price could 
purchase that solvation. Jesus, as Qod and man in one person, alone 
was adequate to pay that price, and that price ho paid. See the 
infinitely perfect and meritorious obedience which he rendered to the 
Divinojiaw which we so ^evously violated ! See tho tremendous 
Which' he endured at the hand of men, at tho hand of 


infuriated demons, and at the hand of offended justice ! And then s« 
the greatness of the price lie paid as our surety; iho value of immortal 
souls for which ho paid the price; tluj value of that great salvation 
which he purchased ; and the boundless cxUmt of that love wliicb 
moved him to give himself and his life a ransom for many. Amazing 
mercy! he submitted to the dark frowns of justice tliat wo miglit 
enjoy Divine smiles, and to the hiding of his Father’s countenance 
that wo might enjoy for ever his Father’s love. 

PRAYER. 

RE AT and glorious Jehovah, as Jesus thine only-begotten 
" Son addressed thee on the cross, My God, my God, we 
would in obedience to thy gracious command cry unto tlice, 
Our Father who art in heaven, thou art our Father and our 
Go(!. '^J'hou art holy, O thou that inhahitest the praises of 
Israel. Tliou art the confidence of all thy saints. Our fathcj't 
trusted in th(‘c: they trusted, and thou didst deliver them. 
Teach us as a family to imitate our pious progenitors : like 
them, may we cry unto thee through C/hrist, and wc shall he 
delivered; may wc trust in thee, and Ave shall not he con- 
founded. 

O Lord, Avo Avould rememher thy loving-kindness Avith 
thankfulness. Wc Avere east upon thee from the Avomh, and 
with more than a parent’s care thon hast led us and proti^eted 
us to the present day. When the day of trouble is near, and 
AAdien there is no help from man, when all earthly resources 
are of no avail, O be not thou fai’ from us. 

Holy Spirit, Ave AA^ould earnestly pray tliat thou wouldit bless 
to us the affecting account Ave have uoav nuid of the sufferings 
of our dear Redeemer. May avc see in these sufferings the 
love of the Father, in giving up his Son to llu^ death for us all. 
May AVC see the love of tho Son, in clu'orfully siuTcndering 
himself to the agonies of the cross foi* the deliverance of a 
rebel world. May avc see iu these sufferings tlic evil of sin, 
which could not othorAvise be expiated and forgiven. May wc 
see in these sutierings the value of the soul, Avhich could not 
otherwise be saA’^cd from the miseries of hell. 

May Christ in his person and sufferings and death be faith- 
fully jjrcoched on this thy Sabbath, by all Avho profess to he 
the heralds oi sulvation. O Jesus, may thou be lifted up in 
the ordinance of a preached Gospel, ami then many Avill be 
draAvn unto thee. 

Have mercy upon the Jcavs, the people of thine ancient 
love. O reconcile tliem to a crucified Saviour, and no more 
let thy cross be a stumbling-block to the Jcav or foolishness to 
the Greek. 

Let the light of the holy Ghost descend upon our univer- 
sities, our colleges, and all our schools. Let A^ast multitudes 
come from these institutions, to join the Church of the living 
God, and prove the ornaments of tho Gospel. 

Lord^ impress oar children's hearts with this solemn truth, 
that Jesus suffered and died for them ! 

Triumphant Saviour, enter into the chariot of thy love, and 
visit every part of a benighted Avorld. O speedily west from 
the hand of Satan that sceptre of dominion to which he lias 
no right. 

Have mercy ou tlu^ aged, and the sons and daughters oi 
affliction. Say to them, 1 will love you freely, for mine anger 
is turned aAA'ay from you. 

King of kings, crown the head of our rulers with thy 
salvation, and let righteousness prove the ornament and the 
security of their government. Make all our rulers .exampler 
of piety. While they dispense human laws, O teach them to 

obey the laws of heaven. . i. i 

We thank thee for thy gracious protection last night, and 
earnestly supplicate thy olessing to rest upon us tliis day, 
assist us in our sacred solemnities, for Jesus’ sake. Ameni. 

Our Father Avhich art in heaven, See. 



NINTH WEEK.- SABBATH EVENING. 


CHRIST OUR SHETHERO. 

Tigris. Burton. Wigan. 
fPHE Loixl my shepherd is, 

1 shall bo well supplied j 
Since ho is mine and I ain his, 

What can I want beside ? 

1 He leads me to the place 

Where heavenly pasture grows, 
Where living waters gently pass. 

And full salvation flows. 

If e’er I go astray, 

He doth my soul reclaim. 

And guides me in his own right way, 
For liis most hoJy name. 

T^ALM XXiir 

ChriaVa Triimpfia. 


Watts, Ps. 2?*, 


prayers, as shall be witnessed in the blessediiM of inilleimial day»i 
and in the glories of immortality! — What kindness, 'watohfalnessi 
and condoscension, shine in Jesus as the Shephewi of his people* 
Happy are wo if we can say in faith and love, '|Jbsu» is our Shep^ 
herd, we know his voice, he has gathered us with his arms, he is 
cariying us in tho bosom of his love/’ Blessed and abundant is 
that supply Of Gospel truth, of precious promises, and of spiritual 
blessings which he has made for his people* His fulness is tho 
boundless source of all they need. If we aio clothed with the 
righteousness of tho great Shepherd, we can smile at death’s terrors. 
Wo shall enjoy his fellowship and help in death’s dark valo ; and as 
we pass along anticipate tho near enjojunents of heaven’s blessed- 
ness, and sing the song of triumph to tho honour of the Conqueror 
of death. 


B ut be not thou far from me, O Lord : O my strength, 
haste thee to lielp me. 

20 Dediver my soul from the sword ; my darling from the 
power of the dog. 

21 Save mo from the lion’s mouth : for thou hast heard me 
from the horns of the unicorns. 

22 1 will decltire thy name unto my brethren : in the midst 
of the congregation will I ])raise thee. 

23 Ye that fear the Lord, praise him ; all ye tlic seed of 
Jacob, glorify him; and fear him, all yc the seed of Israel. 

24 For he hath not des])ised nor abhorred the affllelion of 
the afflicted; neitlier hath he hid his face from him; but 
when he ciied unto him he heard. 

25 My praise s/ia// he of thee in the great congregation : 1 
will pay my vows before them that fear him. 

26 The meek shall eat and be satisfied ; they shall praise 
the Lord that seek him : your heart shall live for ever. 

27 All the ends of the world shall remember and turn 
unto the Lord ; and all the kindreds of tlic nations shall 
worship before thee. 

28 For the kingdom is the Lord’s : and he is the governor 
among tlie nations. 

29 All they that be fat upon earth shall eat and worship : all 
they that go down to tlie dust shall bow before liim : and none 
can keep alive his own soul. 

30 A seed shaU serve him; it shall be accounted to the 
Lord for a generation. 

81 They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness 
unto a people that shall he born, that he hath done this, 

PSALM XXIII. 

Covfidencc in Christ the ShepJierd. 

IT^HE Lord is my shepherd ; 1 shall not want. 

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he 
leadeth me beside the still waters. 

8 He restorctli my soul : he leadeth me in the j^aths of 
righteousness for his name’s sake. 

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil : for thou art with me ; thy rod and 
thy staff they comfort me, 

5 Thou preparest a tabic before me in the presence of mine 
enemies : tnou anointest my head with oil ; my cup runneth 
over. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days df 
my life : and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

Bjssixciioirs UPON Psaxu xxu., xxm. — O wiHi what fervency the 
humanity 6f Christ prayed during the dark night of ins inoonoeivable 
suflbring, anguUh, and woe ! Ho has left us am example that we 
should follow hia steps. There never were suffsnngs like his, there 
never were sorrows like his, and therefore there never wore prayers 
like hiB I The earnestness and efficacy of his supplications were in 
proportion to &e intensity of his sorrow and tho weight of his suffer- 
ing. How wonderfol the eonsequenoes of his suflbrmcs and his 
114 


PHAYEE. 

0 LORD our God, we adore thee as the universal Ruler. 

1’hc kingdom is thine, and thou art the Governor among 
the nations, llivine Saviour, we express our homage before 
thee. Though in thy humanity thou wast brought low, to the 
very depths of ignominy, suffering, and death, we rejoice that 
thou art now infinitely exalted as the Mediator of the Church, 
and dost sit upon the throne of Zion, to bless and defend thy 
people, and to restrain and confound tliy foes. Wo acknow- 
ledge and adore thee as our Shepherd. ’JTiou art the good 
Shepherd, for thou hast laid down thy life for the sheep. 
Thou art a most watchful Shepherd, for thou dost lead thy 
sheep iu the green pastures of gospel ordinances, beside the 
still waters of gospel consolation. Thou art a tender-hearted 
and affectionate SJicphcrd, for thou gatherest the lambs with 
thiiic arms, thou carriest them in thy bosom, and dost gently 
lead those that arc with young. 

We thank thee for our privileges as a family, as a congre- 
gation, and as a nation. We praise thee for the Gospel, and . 
for the prcac)iing of the Gospel this day throughout all the 
churches. We bless thee for any saving benefit that has been 
accomplished this day by the ministry of the Word, attended 
by tlie power of the Spirit. We trust that not a few have 
been lifted np from tlie depths of sin and guilt and misery 
i this day; that not a few have been enabled to flee to Jesus for 
mercy ; that not a few have been brought from the dark and 
miserable prison of a natural state ; and that not a few of 
thine owm children have been comforted with manna fh)m 
above, and enriched with the joys of heayen. O may thy 
merciful name be declared among, all our brethren, and may 
w'c praise thee in the midst of the congregation. By means 
of a preached gospel, may all the ends of the world remember 
and turn unto the Lord ; O hasten the day when all the kin- 
dreds of the nations shall worship before thee. We praise 
thee for these animating promises, which shall be assuredly 
fulfilled : A seed shall serve him ; it shall be accounted to the 
Lord for a generation. They shall come, and shall declare his 
righteousness unto a people that shall be bom, that he hath 
done this. 

Hare mercy on our dear children before thee^ and make 
them lambs in thy flock. Thou Shepherd qf Israeli be their 
Shepherd, and snj^er not Satan and theit own lusts to destroy 
them. Give them a love to the green pastures of Divine ordt- 
nances; and there may they feed till they are conveyed to 
the Canaan above. 

Jesus, thou Conqueror of death, prepare us for that great 
and solemn event. By faith in thy righteousness may we sing; 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy 
staff they comfort me. 


)ur Father which art in heaven, See. 





NINTH WEEK.^ MONDA.I MOENINO. 


OOD WITH HM PEOPLE. 

If li W wg yew, MiU4$it<mL o.ii. 

1 A in) art t&ou idth ub, gracious Lord, 

dissipate our fear ? 

Dost thou proclaim thyself our Qod, 

Our Gott for orer near ? 

2 Dost thou a ftdher’s bowels foci 

For all thy humble saints ? 

And in such Mendly accents speak 
To sooth their sad complaints ? 

8 To all thine other favours, add 
A heart to trust thy word ; 

And death itself shall hear us sing, 

While resting on the Lord. 

Dodduidgb. 

GENESIS XLVIII. 

Jacob blessing Ephraim and Manasseli, 

A ND he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my 
fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed 
me all my life long unto this day, 

16 The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the 
lads ; and let my name be named on them, and tlu; name of 
my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a 
multitude in the midst of the eai‘th. 

17 And when Joseph saw that liis father laid his right hand 
upon the head of Ephraim, it displeased him, and ho held up 
his father’s hand to remove it from l^phraim’s head unto 
Manasseh’s head. 

18 And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my father : for 
this is the firstborn : put thy right hand upon hia head. 

19 And his father refused, and said, 1 know it, my son, 1 
know it : he also shall become a people, and he also shall be 
great : but truly his younger brother shall b(^ greater than lie, 
and his seed shall become a multitude of nations. 

20 And ho blessed them that day, saying. In thee shall 
Israel bless, saying, God make thcc as Ephraim and as 
Manasseh : and lie set Ephraim before Mauasseh. 

GENESIS XLIX. 

Jacob blessing his Sons before his Death, 

A ND Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather yourselves 
together, that I may tell you that which shall b(;fall you 
in the last days. 

2 Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye sons of Jacob; 
and hearken ujito Israel your father. 

3 Reuben, thou art ray firstborn, my might, and the be- 
ginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the 
excellency of power ; 

4 Unstable as water, thou shalt iiot excel ; because thou 
wentest up to thy father’s bed; then defiledst thou it; he 
went up to my couch. 

6 Simeon and Levi are brethren ; instruments of cruelty 
are in their habitations. 

6 O my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their 
assembly, mine honour, be not thou united : for in their auger 
they slew a man, and in their selfwill they digged down a wdl. 

7 Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce ; arid their wrath, 
fmr it was cruel : 1 will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them 
In Israel. 

8 Judah, thoU art he whom thy brethren shall praise : thy 
hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father’s 
chiidrm shall bow down before thee. 

0 Judah ft a lion^s whdp ; from the prey, my son, thou art 
gone up : he stooped down, he couched as a bon, and as an 
old lion ; who ahaU rouae him up ? 

10 The sceptre shall not dep^ from Judah, nor a lawgiver 
from between liia.fret, until Shiloh come ; and unto him shall 
the gathering of the people 


11 Binding Iris foal unto the vine, and his ass’s colt unto 
the choice vine ; he washed his garments in wine, and his 
clothes in the blood of grapes. 

12 His eyes shall he red with wine, and his teeth white 

with milk. 

Reflections upon Gen. XLvm., xuix.—The recollections of pious 
ancestoi's are peculiarly endearing, and the assuranco that they aro 
in the heavenly mansions fills the heart with emotions of unfeigned 
thankfulness and joy. They have left behind them the legacy of a 
holy example; may it live in our affectionate remembrance, and may 
it be the object of our wannest ambilion to walk in their footsteps, as 
far as they were the followers of Christ. The prjiyers of pious parents 
are a rich inheritance; and may wo who arc the offspring of the 
saints of God enjoy in life, in death, and for ever, tlio answers and 
iho fruits of those paternal supplications which aro preserved as 
a memorial before the heavenly and otcnial throne. It is astonish- 
ing to witness tho diversified lot of members of the same family, who 
enjoyed under tlio paternal roof tho same advantages of example, 
instruction, and watchfulness. Rut what an alleviation of suffering 
is unfeigned piety, accompanied with tho animating prospect of a 
happy death and a blessed immortality ! 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD, thou ai‘t good and gracious, and our appearance 
^ before thy throne is a blessed illustration of thy goodness 
and mercy. Thy goodness cndiircth continually. O that it 
may be our hai)pine8S to utter tho memory of tliy great good- 
ness on earth to the close of life ; and udien time with shall 
he no more, may wc sing of thy riglitcousness for ever in 
heaven. Wc adore thee for the matchless displays of thy grace 
in Jesus Christ. AVhilc life remains, may avc sing of the 
'Wonders of thy grace: and when tliis lisping, stammering 
tongue lies sileut in the grave, may we, in lioblcr, sweeter 
songs, proclaim in heavcm the wonders of thy grace. 

We thank tlice, O Lord, for sparing and preserving mercy. 
On the one hand, tliou hast preserved us from the dangers of 
the night ; and, on tho other, tliou hast spared us to see tho 
light of another day. Thou hast not suffiTcd us to be alarmed 
by devouring flames, nor to be injured by thieves who break 
through and steal. 

Vouchsafe? to us thy presence and guidance this day, that 
wc may walk with God, that we may walk in love, that we 
may walk by faith ; that our light may so shine before men, 
that they, beholding our good works and holy example, may 
glorify our Father in heaven. 

Mercifully cause the saving light of thy grace to shine 
into the hearts of our children, 

O thou Saviour of* men, as thou didst wonderfully increase 
the descendants of Joseph, mightily increase the members of 
thy New Testament Church. May aU the members of this 
family be the living members of thy Church. 

Sanctify to us the death of godly relatives. May 'wc remem- 
ber how they lived, and how they died. In as far as they 
resembled Christ, may we resemble them. While in thy provi- 
dence our godly relatives arc gone, may the God of our de|)arted 
relatives abide and remain with us, and graciously fiiifil in our 
experience that promise, I will never l(?ave thee, nor forsake theo. 

In thy humanity thou hast ascended to heaven. We praise 
theo that as Jacob told his children, God should be with them 
after his death, thou hast told thy disciples that, after thine 
ascension to heaven, the Spirit should remain with the Church. 
May thy promise of the Spirit be eminently, fulfilled in our 
experience as a family. Divine Dove, descend upon us ! 

In the prospect of death and the soloumities of eternity, we 
wordd earnest^ pray for salvation. May we see how J acob died 
possessing this blessing, and therefore allow ourselves no rest till 
we obtain it. We now seek salvation, O Lord, before wealth, or 
pleasiues, or honours. Save us from sin, from Satan, and from 
hell. All we ask is for Jesus the great Eedeemeris sake. Amem 
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CHRIST TH^ S&TSXCIAW. ; 

Itrad* JMhw. ' ‘ 

1 TESTIS, stiU to-^ 

As • ,- ' * 

Present to 

Tlioyirtu^ of*^y . ... 

2 If tl*o% ^fly Go4,;iu:t 

Q kt'fflo find ! 

JosT|ii, in incsrOy,: hear my cry, 

, . IWu Son of Dovid,> hoax! 

3 Pcomittn, the gtt^ the power, the pain, 

Thou const relieve my soul ; . ' 

. Lord, X believe, and not-in vain, 
r‘ IW thou wilt mateo , A*'oa. 

•■ ': : ' •,'; - .-MABK-V., ^ 

'^ftailiiil/ if ^9air^» daughter. 

A nd Im dqwrtiid, hnd began tb.publish in Decapolis bow 
great^thibj^ Jesiii, had; done for him : and all men did 
marvel. - ' . * . 

21 And when Jesus was .passed over again by ship uhto 
the other vtikj much people gathered unto him : and he was 
nigh unto 1;he iea. 

22 And, be^bld> thci'e cometli one of the rulers of the 
synagogue, Jairus' by name; and when he saw him, he fell 
at his feet, ‘ ^ 

23 And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter 
Jieth at the point of death : I pray thee, come^ and fay thy 
hands on her, that she may be healed ; and she shall live. 

24 And Jems went with him ; and much people followed 
him, and thronged him. 

85 While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the 
synagogue’s home ce?iam which said, Thy daughter is dead ; 
why troublest thou the Master any further ? 

86 As soon as J esus heard the word that was spoken, he 
saith unto tlie ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only 
believe. . I 

37 And he suffered no man to follow him, save Pete;, and 
James, and John the brother of James. '] 

38 And lie oometh to the house of the ruler of the syna- 
gogue, and seetli the tumult, and them that wppt and wailed 
greatly. 

39 And when he was come in, he saith unto them. Why 
make ye tins fcdoj and weep? the damsel is not dead, but 
sleepeth. 

40 And they laughed him to scorn. But, when he had 
put them idl out, he taketh the father and the^otlier of the 
damsel, and them that were with; him, and enlereth in where 
the damsel was, lying. . * 

41 And he took the damsel by the -hand, and said unto 
her, Talitlm cumi; which, is, being interpreted. Damsel, I 
say unto the<!^ arise. 

42 And straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for 
she was o/Jhe age ofiwelve years, Aiad they were astonished 
with a great astonishment. 

43 And he charged them straitly that no man should 
know it; and cdmmsmded that something should be given 
hertoeat^ 

B]SFLECTi6^s;t7r<^ Mark Y. — ^Id the pbrSon ef Scripture which We 
have now re64 we ffbd the Prince of life.in the house of Death: 
lace to face with hii^ eatny add ours. suffered no num to 

follow him, save Pe^, Jor^ an9h Johh,^^ riibse three apostks who' 
were choa^^bxxm amdng cl^p^ be witnesses of his 
conquest oV4r?dsll)y*^ h^^ brenSilgurfdien,**^^ his^agony ia Gbth* 
semane. For God is ever soverei^ in his favours, giving and with- 
holding as it pleaseth him best, Cnrist doing what he wuls with his 
own. Ho saith, Why make ye this ado, and weep ? Hot that 
Jesus himself restrained his tears over the grave of his friend, or 

lie 



(ijwprjNa. 


/ would 

:ttir1mlji^4p^ it maybe, of others, 

,gave^no'.|i|roi|dse.'^of^^i^ t 3 ftte.toiie*;aixd^ temper which became the 
witnesses of so hSly and awfal a mysteiy, from which even apostles 
theniselves were o^a»d}» .i«^,to;speak/af the profane and scomM 
spirit with which they .had ®!^vod the JiOi'd’s ossurance that the 
child should presfeifly • owSke. . ‘*3PbS ^sniflel is not dead but 


child should presfeifly ; owiie.. . ‘*3Pbf i® 

sleepeth.’* That he epeidm here in the sme figurative language 
which he used when he ‘l.()ur ftiend l,azaruB sleepeth,” ia 
evident; for that the spirit of the damsel,^ had really left its 
tabernacle is certain, from St, Duka’s nanutiya, who says, that 
after his word and touch of power, her spirit bamie again. 

PHAYER; 

0 LORD, we adore thee as the God of Providence. All the 
arrangements of thy-jn^vidM)^ are made by wisdom un- 
erring, and are admiralty fitted to adyaxice thy glory ; though 
in many instances they infinitely exceed the comprehension of 
our feeble minds. Darkness is thy pavilion, dam waters, and 
^clouids of the sky. Thy way is in the sea, and thy footsteps 
are not known. 

We draw near unto thee in the name of Christ, and we con- 
sider it our privilege and duty to adore thv soverrign authority, 
and to praise thee for thy continued vand unmerited goodness. 
Thy mercies aic new unto Us every mpu^nt; how great is thy 
faithfulness ! ' * 

We thank thee for the paternal care we have experienced 
during the past day, and that we are allowed, in the possession 
of health and in the exercise of reason, to enjoy fellowship with 
thyself. Thy hand alone hath sustained us, um thou, our gra- 
cious Father, hast made iis to dwell in safety. All our temporal 
blessings proceed from thee. "They are streams which are con- 
stantly supplied by the overflowing fountain of thy goodness. 
Every day* may we walk with God, may we walk by faith, 
may we walk in love. In our conversation and conduct may 
we be watchful and circumspect: Give us the light of grace, 
and may it so shine before men, that others beholding oui’ 
good works may glorify our Father who is in heaven. May we 
be preserved every day from the temptations of the wicked one. 
Great is his power, but thine, O Jesus, is infinitely greater. Lay 
restraints upon oui' powerful adversary, and suffer him not to 
prevail. May w c not be deceived by his wile% nor discouraged 
by his fiery darts. May that promise be fulfilled in our expe- 
rience, Thou shalt tread upon the lion and the adder, the young 
lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under fopt. 

Teach us to mourn, Holy Spirit,, over the carnality of our 
hearts. We have reason to lament that fieis^y lusts, which 
war against the soul, have too mUeb prevailed; against us. 
May .we xemember tb^ sma the fileah are:|iec4iarly sins of 
jun4aannea8‘ . . ^ ^ 

Preseim0:JpUr dear children from every carmd snare; may 
*tw U,achan epirit ever obtain the dominion* Teach them to 
flee youthful luets^ as they would flee from^the presence of 
the devouring lion, 

We adore thee, 0 Lord, in thine almighty, ^^ace. The 
ifetters of sin are stronger than iron and br^^ihd no power 
can biurat them asunder bvd; tiBine own. We coxnimt ounces 
jand oiir relatites^ tbewm who assemble wirii us in the house 

of prayer, to thy graciotto powear, that we may, in thy great 
,gp«ln^ be delivered paovk ehaina of conuption and the 
fetters of gtdlt. We pray which fdone 

can jmbdue our pow^fM iKuityipricaiis, and tearii us to rit as 
:hntn|fle:and lij^thy |bei 14ke him who had 

tbe 3ej^Qn,.niay wbJeaeen: aitl^ at Jesus^ clothed with 
the garrets m salvation, and in our right mind. 

Mercifully take us und^ thy protection this night, and suffer 
no calamity to come near our dwelliug. Tliese Uiesshigs we 
supplicate, for Jesus’ sake. Am^ 
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KiNTH WEEK.— TUESDAY MORNING. 


TH8 WEU:OME KBflSENGEtt. 

I Womick* WMimgfidd. MmM, a x. 

1 I T OllD ! when we see a saint of thine 

' " Lie gasping out his breath, 

With longing eyes, and looks ^rinc, 

Smiling and jdeased in death ; 

2 Jesus ! then purge my crimes awa}', 

’Tis guilt creates my fears ; 

Tis guUt gives death his fierce aiTaj, 

And all the arms he bears. 

8 Joyful Vd lay this body down, 

And leave this lifeless clay, 

Without a sigh, without a groan. 

And stretch and soar away. Watts. 

GENESIS XLIX. 

Jacob hUidny kia Sons before hie Deaih. 

•VEBULUN shall dwell at the haven of the sea ; and he ihall 
^ be for an liaven of ships \ and his border shall be unto Zidon. 

14 Issachar is a strong ass couching down between two 
burdens : 

15 And he saw that rest was good, and the land that it was 
pleasant ; and he bowed his shoulder to bear, and bt;carac a 
servant unto tribute. 

16 Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. 

1 7 Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, 
that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall bacikward. 

18 1 hpve waited for thy salvation, O Lord. 

19 Gad, a troop shall overcome him: ])ut he shall overcome 
at the last. 

20 Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall yield 
royal dainties. 

21 Naphtali is a hind let loose : he giveth goodly m ords. 

22 Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a 
well ; whose branches run over the wall : 

23 The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, 
and hated him : 

24 But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands 
were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; 
(from thence is the slicpherd, the stone of Israel :) 

25 Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thcc ; and 
by the Almighty, who shall bless thee with blessings of heaven 
above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of tlic 
breasts, and of the womb : 

26 The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the 
blessings of thy progenitors unto the utmost bound of the 
everlasting hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph, and 
on the crown of the Ixead of him that was separate fi'om his 
brethren. 

27 Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf : in the morning he shall 
devour the prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil. 

28 All these are the twelve tribes of Israel : and this is it 
that their father spake unto them, and blessed them ; every one 
according to his messing he blessed them. 

29 And he charged them, and said unto them, I am to be 
gathered unto my people : bury me with my fathers in the cave 
that is in the field of Ephron the Hittitc. 

80 In the cave that is in the field of Mach^lah, which is 
before Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought 
with the field of EplpH)n the Hittite for a possession of a bury- 
ingplaoe. 

I 81 There tW buried Abraham and Sarah his wife ; there they 

I buried Isaac ana Rebekah his wife ; and there I buried Leah. 

I 82 The purchase of the field and of the cave that is therein 
was fvim t^ children of Heth. 

i S3 And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his 
Bona Jlie gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the 
ghost, and was gathered unto his people. 


Heflboxioks upok Gen. xlix. — The havens on the sea-shore, which 
constituted Zebulim’s wealth, should remind us of that haven of rest 
on Canaan's happy, happy shores, which every believer shall roach 
in safety after the storms of life arc past. That haven the redeemed 
shall enter, enriched with grace ; and there they shall receive the 
glorious treasures of immortal blessedness, even “an iiihcritonre 
incorruptible and undofiled, and which fadeth not away," In Joseph 
wo see a most striking typo of Jesus, who is a fruitlul bough, the 
branch of righteousness, the plant of renown. 0 wdiat fruit ho 
bears! sufficient for all the inhabitants of the earth, and for all the 
redeemed in heaven ! Our Jesus, when he came from heaven to earth, 
wicked men and envious evil spirits — the cruel archers— sorely grieved 
him ; tliey hated him wdth a mortal hatred ; they shot at him ; they 
slew him. Even then they were utterly and eternally defeated; 
he could not be held by the cords of death. Ho rose from the dead, 
the Almighty Conqueror of death and the grave ! Ho has completely 
prevailed over all liis enemies, and the crown of mediatorial glory 
shall for ever ilourisli on his liead. 

PllAYEll. 

G i OD the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one Jchovali, we 
^ adore thcc as the evcrla.sting God, and our God. Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, where arc they? Our fathers, where arc 
they? But thy name, O Lord, cnduretli for ever, and thy 
memorial throughout all generations ! We thank thee, O God, 
for the return of another day, and that thy providence has 
preserved and continued our lives to the present hour. Once 
more, O Lord, the rising day salutes our eyes; once more 
enable us to pay the tribute of gratitude and praise to thee wdio 
made the heavens. 

We would enter upon the duties of the day in humble 
dependence on thy grace. O that our thoughts, words, and 
actions, may be regulated by thy Ixoly law! Let a superlative 
love to Jesus dwell within us, which will prove au unceasing 
source of sincere and evangelical ohodienee. May we know 
not only what it is to serve thee as a King, but also what it is 
to obey the(^ as a Fathex’. 

Graciously sanctify to our souls the interesting account m c | 
have now read of the blessings of Jacob, pronounced on his 
sons and descendants immediately before he died. We adore 
thee, Holy Spiiit, for that prophetic gift which thou didst so 
copiously communicate to thy servant, w hen placed on the very 
briiJc of the eternal world, and about to take his flight to glory. 

O that caclx one of us could say, like (lying Jaccxh, 1 have waited 
for thy salvation, O God 1 Now wc wait for thy salvation; wc 
wait at thy footstool, wc w'ait at thy thnnie of grace, where 
tliousands have w aited, and never waited in vain. 

As Jacob blessed his sons, we would earnestly supplicate 
thy blessing to rest on our children now before thce^ and on 
all the children with whom we are connected. May they wait 
for thy salvation. 

Blessed Jesus, enable us to see in the sufferings of Joseph a 
type of thine. The archers sorely grieved thee ; they shot at 
tiiee, they hated thee. Glory to thy name, that thou didst 
exxdure all thi^e suflerings for us. Never can wc love and 
praise thee as we ought for such mauifestatioixs of mercy, till 
we are the inhabitants of the house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. 

Suffer not our corruptions to prevail against us. If we ai c 
tbe possessors of thy grace, may our bow abide in strength, and 
may the arms of our hands be made strong by the hands of 
the mighty God of Jacob. O strengthen the hands of all the 
ministers of Chiist at home and abroad, of every name and 
every denomination. Let their bow abide in stren^h ; hold up 
their hands, and encourage their hearts, and bless their labours. 

As a family may we live as Jacob lived, and may we die as 
he died. Hear our prayer, for the sake of Christ, and forgive 
our sins, through the merit of his atoning blood. And may 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with us all. Amen. 


NINTH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


SALVATION. 

Brook StreeU Poland. Attldey. c. m. 

1 OALVATION! 0, tho joyful sound, 

'T is plonsuro to our cars ! 

A sovereign balm for every wound, 

A cordial for our fears. 

2 Jluried in sorrow nnd in sin, 

At heirs dark door we lay ; 

But we arise by grace divine, 

To see a lieavenly day. 

3 Salvation! let the echo fly 
The spacious cnrtli around, 

While all iho armies of the sk) 

Conspire to raise the sound. 

OloiT, Iionoiir, &(*. 

Watts, 80, U. //. 

MARK YIII. 

JcMis fm'ctcU 1ii» Death, 

A ND he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man 
unto him, and Inisought him to toucli him. 

23 And he took tlic blind man by the hand, and led him 
out of the town ; and when lie had spit on hia eyes, and put 
his hands upon him, he asked liim if lie saw ought. 

24 And he looked np, and said, 1 sec men us trees, t alking. 

25 After that he put his hands again upon his eyc's, and 
made him look up : and he was n^stored, and saw ei cry man 
clearly. 

26 And he sent him away to his house, saying, Neiilier go 
into the town, nor tell it to any in llic town. 

27 And Jesus went out, and liis disci|)les, into the towns of 
Caesarea Philippi : and by the way he asked liis disciples, say- 
ing unto them. Whom do men say that I am ? 

28 And they answered, John the Baptist: but some smjy 
Elias ; and others. One of the prophets. 

29 And lie saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am ? 
And Peter auswereth and saith unto him, Thou art the Christ. 

30 And he charged them that they should tell no man of 
him. 

31 And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must 
suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the 
chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again. 

32 And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, 
and began to rebuke liim. 

33 But when he had turnpd about and looked on his dis- 
ciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Oct thee behind me, Satan : 
for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the 
things that he of men. 

84 And when he had called the people unto him with his 
disciples also, he said imto them, Whosoever will eomc after 
me, let him deny himself, and take np his cross and follow me. 

35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it ; but who- 
soever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same 
shall save it. 

36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain tlic whole 
world, and lose his own soul ? 

37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul ? 

38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation ; of him also 
shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the 
glory of his Father with the holy angels. 


Ehfzjbotioks upon Haev VIII. — It was a great miracle for our 
Saviour to open the blind eyes of the bodies of men, but it is an 
infinitely greater mercy in Christ to open the eyes of blind souls, and 
^ble them to seo and enjoy the bright beams of spiritual day. 
Hove we applied to Jesus, that by liis Bpirit he may open tho eyes 
of our understanding, "‘that w:) may know the hope of his calling, 


and what tho riches of tho glory of his inheritonbe in the saints?” 
Have we done so for oursolvos ? And as men in the days of Christ’s 
humiliation brought their blind relatives to Jesus, that he might 
remove their natural blindness, have wo in earnest .prayer brought 
our spiritually blind relatives to Jesus now that he is exalted to 
heaven, that ho may mercifully open tho eyes of their minds to soe 
the loveliness of his person, and tho boundless worth of liis groat 
salvation.^ Once Christ’s death was matter of prophesy; it is now 
matter of histoiy. Wo know the fact of his death ; have we felt the 
power of his death Can we say, Because Jesus died, I live ? Blessed 
are they wlio in the language of faith, lively and appropriating, can 
dc’i'outly and thankfully uso iho language of tho Apostle, He loved 
mo, and gave himself for me.” 

PRAYER. 

O UR Father who art in heaven, there is none like unto thee; 

among the gods there is none like unto thee ; among- the 
principalities and powers in the heavenly places there is none 
like unto thee. While thou art uncquailcd in thy dominion, 
thou art unequalled in thine excellence. Thou art glorious in 
holiness, fearful in praises, and doing wonders; the God of 
creation, of providence, and grace : there is none like unto 
thee. 

Through the merit of our Saviour’s blood, we plead the 
pardon of the sins of the past day. Glory to our God, that 
tlie blood of Jesus clcanscth from all sin. Let the mercies of 
the day excite the gratitude of our heart; and may the duties 
and ordinances which have engaged our attention lift our 
hearts from earth to licaveu. May the watchful care of a 
gracious God bo our protection Ibis night. O what reason 
have wo as a family to r(‘joice that we have tlie bosom of a 
heavenly Father on which wc can repose with confidence and 
love I This niglit, O Lord, we praise thee for all the blessings 
of the day. Mercifully keep us, thou King of kings, "beneath 
tlic shadow of thy wings. 

With what humility, O Lord, ought we to approach thy 
throne, when wc think on our imjmrity, guilt, and folly! 
Blessed Saviour, wc come to thee with all our diseases and 
corruptions, believing thou hast an car of pity to heai'kcn to 
our prayers, and a hand of power to relieve our necessities. 

Oar dvar children now in thy presence, who are by naim^e 
spiritually blmd, we bnng them, Lord, to thee. Have mercy 
upon them, open the eyes of their minds, ancl give them the 
light of thy salvation. 

Thy power. O Immanuel, is almighty; thy power nothing can 
resist. May it be graciously exercised in the salvation of aU our 
souls, in the salvation of our relatives, and in the efficacy of thy 
preached Gospel on the hearts of men, throughout the world. 
Divine and promised Spirit, give us correct views of Christ, 
and may we be ever preserved from erroneous conceptions of 
his person, character, and work, O impart unto us those 
sublime views wliich St. Peter was instnicted to maintain. 
Like him, may we say, and leel what wo say, -Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. Teach us often most care- 
fully and impartially to examine ourselves respecting our love 
to Christ ; and may we frequently ask the question, What think 
we of Christ ? O that we could reply. He is the chiefest among 
ten thousand, and altogether lovely! Give us grace to see the 
necessity of the sufferings of Christ to atone for human guUt. 
May we ever rejoice that Jesus, who was laid in the grave, rose 
triumphant from the tomb, and is now receiving the adoration 
of angels in heaven. Most deeply impress us with the value 
of the soul. God forbid that we should prefer worldly profits, 
pleasures, or honours, to the salvation of the soul. May the words 
of the Saviour sink deeply into all our hearts : What shall it 
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and loae hia soul ? 

Hear, answer, and fbi^ve, for Jesus our Bedeme^a ,sa]ie. 
Amen. 


NINTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY MORNING. 


DBPARTBO 9AINT$ ASLEEP, 

BimUtjt- (hcendw Scoich Cfkurch. KVXr^ojt). 

1 T^HY flow these torrents of distress ? 

The gentle Saviour cries ; 

Why are my sleeping saints surveyed 
With unbelieving eyes } 

2 Death's feeble arm shall nover boast 

A friend of Christ is slain, 

Nor, o’er their meaner part in dust, 

A lasting power retain, 
d I come, on wings of love, — come, 

The sluraberers to awake ; 

My voice shall reach the deepest tomb, 
And all its bonds shall break. ] 


Doddbioue. 


GENESIS L. 

JacoV$ Funeral and Joscp?i*8 Death. 

A ND Joseph fell upon his father's face, and wept upon him, 
and kissed him. 

2 And Joseph commanded his senmts the physicians to 
embalm liis father: and the physicians embalmed Israel. 

8 And forty days were fulfilled for him ; for so arc fulfilled 
the days of those which arc embalmed : and the Egyptians 
mourned for him threescore and ten days. 

7 And Joseph went up to bury his father : and with him 
went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, 
and all the elders of the land of Egypt. 

8 And all the house of Joseph, and his brethren, and his 
father's house : only their little ones, and their flocks, and 
their herds, they left in the land of Goshen. 

12 And his sons did unto lum according as he commanded 
them : 

13 For Ids sons carried him into the land of Canaan, and 
buried him in the cave of the field of Maclipelali, which 
Abraham bought with the field for a possession of a burying- 
placc, of Ephron the Hittitc, before Mamrc. 

15 And when Joseph's brethren saw that then father was 
dead, they said, Joseph will peradventure hate ns, and will 
certainly requite us all the evil which we did unto him. 

16 And they sent a messenger unto Joseph, saying. Thy 
father did command before he died, saying, 

17 So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, 
the trespass of thy brethren, and their sin ; for they did unto 
thee evil : and now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of the 
servants of the God of thy father. And Joseph wept when 
they spake unto him. 

18 And his brethren also went and fell down before his 
face ; and they said, Behold, we be thy servants. 

19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not : for am I in the 
place of God ? 

20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me ; but God 
meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is tliis day, to save 
much people alive. 

21 Now therefore fear ye not : I will nourish you, and youi* 
little ones. And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto 
them. 

22 And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his father’s house : 
and Joseph lived an hundred And ten years. 

.28 And Joseph saw Ephraim's children of the third genera- \ 
tim : the children also of Machir the son of Manassch wore I 
brought up upon Joseph's knees. ’ 

24 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die, and God will 
surelv visit yoU| and bring you out of this land unto the land 
which he sware to Abrahm^ to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

26 And Joseph took ah oath of the children of Israel, 
sayingi God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my 
wjm from henoeii 

26 £lo Joseph, died, Mng an hundred and ten years old: 
and they embiuxned him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt. 


Keflectioits TTPOif Qeit. 1 ,— “We should earnestly pray that OoJ 
would mercifully raise up other eminent saints to bo the succoHsors 
of those distinguished men of God who arc removed by death to 
their heavenly home. So David prayed: **Help, Lord; for the 
godly man ceaseth ; for the faithful fail among the children of men." 
The ashes of Jacob were precious to Joseph and his brethren; 
unspeakably more precious are the ashes of departed saints to Jesus! 
He has secured their resurrection by liis atonement; he will watch 
over them as his precious jewels, until the day arrives when by the 
voice of his omnipotence ho will awake them into immortality. 
The gi'avu is the sacred, consecrated bed, whore the bodies of the 
redeemed shall sweetly and securely sleep, until that morning 
amves when they shall be called by their loving Saviour to meet 
him in the aii\ Have wo entered into a covenant of peace with 
Christ? Tlien wo can joyfully anticipate the coming of Jesus in 
the clouds of heaven. 


PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, we praise thee for the endearing names 
thou haat taken to thysell*, and by which we are encouraged 
to draw near to thy merey-scat, notwithstanding our unworthi- 
ness and guilt. Thou art the Saviour of Israel in the day of 
trouble; be thou our Saviour; and in all our troubles miiy wc 
find thec^ a very present help. Thou art tlie God of all grace; 
and may we be the subjects of thy saving grace; may we 
receive out of Clirist’s fulness, and grace for grace. Thou art 
the Father of mercies : O crown us with loving-kindness and 
tender mercy. Since thou art revealed in characters so lovely, 
and in relations so endearing, it is good for us to draw noai 
unto thee. Behold, we come unto thee, for thou art the Lord 
our God ! 'J'o thee alone we lift our waiting eyes ; on thee 
alone all our liopes :ire laid. 

We thank thee that we are assembled, in the enjoyment of 
health of body and tranquillity of mind, on the morning of this 
day to present the sacrifices of our prayers and adoration. 
'J’hc I;ord has preserved us fi'om all evil ; the Lord has pre- 
served our soul. 

Blessed shall we be, if 'we live this day in thy fear, and with 
a view to thy glory. May we take the exam])lt^ of Christ as a 
pattern for our imitation, and his Bible as a light to our steps. 
Leave us not to the pride of our own hearts, and suffer us not 
to lean to our own underatanding. 

Bless what we have now read of the honourable interment 
of thy servant Jacob. Like him may we die in peace, and like 
him may our grave be a bed of rest. By the merit of Christ’s 
death may wc be delivered from the sting of death ; and by 
the efiieacy of his intercession may we arise from the grave 
in the morning of the rcsun-ection, arrayed in the garments of 
immortal purity and glory. 

May we and the children of the family awake on that great 
and solemn day, amid the songs of angels, to meet the Lord in 
the air. 

In the prospect of the important decisions of the miiversal 
judgment may we comfort one another with these words : We 
shall be ever with the Lord. 

Arc there any struggling with death who wish an interest 
in our prayers? Merciful Father, comfort them in the last 
struggle by the consolatory conviction that Christ is theirs; 
and may they look on death as a valley through which they 
must pass in the way to their Father's house. 

If there are any in thy presence unprepared to die, clothe 
them with the righteousness of thy dear Son, animate them 
with thy spirit, enrich them with thy grace; then shaU they 
be able in the language of David triumphantly to sing, Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, yet 
will I fear no evil : for thou art with me ; and thy rod and 
staff, they comfort me. * 

May our sins be forgiven, and our prayers be answered, for 
our dear Bedeemeris sake. Amen* 

IIP 


NINTH WEFK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


eTRCaOLS BETWEEN FAITH AND DNBELIEF. 

LuUon or Canada, A mana. Fawcett, i*. m. 

• TE8US, our souFs delightful choice, 

In thee, bcliering, wo rejoice ; 

Yet still our joy is mixed with 
While faith contends with unbelief. 

2 Thy promises our hearts revive, 

And keep our fainting liopes alive ; 

But guilt, and fears, and sorrows rise, 

And hide tlui i)romisc from our eyes. 

3 0 let not sin mid Satan boast, 

While saints lie mourning in the dust ; 

Kor see that faith to niin brought 

Which thy own gracious hand hath wrought. 

^ Doddridge. 

MARK IX. 

Jesns ensteth out a Devil. 

A nd when he came to his disciphis, he saw a great multi- 
tude about them, and the scribes qu(?stiouing with them. 
15 And straightway all the people, ulicii they beheld him, 
were greatly amazed, and, running to hwij saluted him. 

10 And he asked the scribes, Wliat question ye with them? 
17 And one of the multitude answered and said, IVl aster, I 
have brouglit unto thee my son, which liath a dumb spirit ; 

18 And wheresoever lie tnketh him, he tcarcth him : and he 
foameth, and gnasheth with his tcctli, and pine tli away: and 1 
spake to thy disciples that they should cast liiiii out ; and they 
could not. 

19 He answeretli liini, and saith, O faithless generation, 
how long shall 1 be with you? how long shall 1 sufleryou? 
Bring him unto me. 

20 And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, 
straightway the spirit tare liim ; and he fell on the ground, and 
wallowed, foaming. 

21 And he asked liis father, How long is it ago since this 
caracunto him? and he said, Of a child. 

22 And ofttiraes it hath cast him into tlic fire, and into the 
water, to destroy him ; but if thou canst do any tiling, have 
compassion on u.s, and help us. 

23 Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, ail things 
are possible to him that believeth. 

2Ii And straightway the father of tlie child cried out, and 
said with tears, Lord, I believe ; help thou mine luilxdief. 

25 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, 
he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and 
deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no 
more into him. 

26 And the spirit ciicd, and rent liim sore, and came out of 
him : and be waa as ouc dead ; insomucli tliat many said, He 
is dead. 

27 But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; 
and he arose. 

28 And when he was corac into tiie house, his disciples 
asked him privately. Why could not we cast him out? 

29 And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by 
nothing but by prayer and fasting. 

30 And they departed thence, and passed througli Galilee ; 
and he would not that any man should know it, 

31 For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The Son 
of man is delivered into the hands of men, and they shall kill 
him ; and after that he is killed, he shall rise the third day. 

32 But they understood not that saying, and were afraid to 
nsk him. , 

Bjssxbctioxs riON Kauk ix. — A re the disciples of Jesus in per- 
plexity ho is near to counsel them. Aro they in difficulty? — he is 
nm to help them. Are they in danger ? — he is near to deliver them. 
To whom can we apply for our own salvation, or the salvation of our 
beloved relatives, but to Jesus ? 0 what oompassion he has to pity I 
we be allured by his pity to apply. He has omnipotence to save: 
120 


I may we bo encouraged by his omnipotence, the handmaid of hU 
mercy, to fall at his feet, and cry with eamestnoss, humility, and 
confidence, ‘‘Lord Jesus save us, deliver ns from Satan’s power, 
and make us and ours tho monuments of thy saving grace!” ^ Satan’s 
dominion is a grievous yoke, a heavy burden, and all his subjects are 
wretched slaves. 0 what a change, what a blessed change, when the 
mighty Saviour gives tho word, and sets the captive free I Jmus has 
left us a blessed example, by following which Di vine grace will grow 
vigorously, and bring forth finiit abundantly. Like him we must 
be temperato in all things, be instant in prayer, separate ourselves 
from tho world, and seek fellowship with God in holy retirement. 

PRAYEB. 

0 LORD our God, thine is the greatness and the power and 
the glory. Infinitely glorious are all tliy perfections. Holy 
Spirit, opcm our eyes to see the glory of God in all his w'orks, 
})ut particularly in the plan of salvation by the obedience, 
sufterings, and death of our incarnate Redeemer. In the 
language of Moses we would pray, Lord, sliow us thy glory. 
Inspire us with those devotional desires which warmed the 
heart of David when he said and when he sung, O God, thou 
art my God: early will 1 seek thee: my soul thirsteth for 
thee, my fiesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land where 
no water is; to sec thy power and thy glory, so as 1 have 
seen thee in the sanctuary. 

Make us more and more acquainted wdth the excellence 
and influence of tliy Word. As it is possible for thy Word to 
be a dead letter to those who read it, to us may it be quick 
and powerful, and a sueecssful instrument in the hand of the 
Spirit in casting down all the vile and lofty imaginations of 
our heart. O forgive the careless, listless, unbelieving manner 
in wliich we have so long read the Word of life ! We want 
more love to thy Word, more delight in its precepts, more 
admiration of its doctrines, more reverential veneration for 
its mysteries, and more reliance on its promises. Mercifully 
answer this our prayer. 

As multitudes of whom wc have been now reading were 
amazed at Christ, and a.stonished at his stupendotls and gra- 
cious miracles, may w^e be filled w ith amazement at his person, 
his righteousness, and salvation. May such wonder he excited 
in our mind as shall remain w'ith us in time, and continue' 
with us in eternity. As the diseased and the dying welcomed 
Christ in the days of his flesh as their deliverer, may wc now 
welcome Jesus its our skilful physician and 6s our almighty 
Saviour. Let none of this family any longer refuse the ofters 
of his mercy, or reject the blessings of liis salvation. Lord, 
have mercy on our aged and afflicted relatives. Purify them 
in the furnace of affliction. Have mercy on our graceless 
relatives, and teach them to flee from the wrath to come. 

As the father of whom we have now read brought his son to 
Jesus, that he might deliver him from Satan's power, so we 
bring the dear children of our family to thee, O Jesus, that 
thou mayst deliver them from the dominion of tjiat enemy who 
longs and waits for their destruction. 

Graciously deliver us from unbelief, that singularly G od- 
dish oiiouring sin. Take from us our evil hearts of unbelief, 
and give us a lively, vigorous faith in the love of the Father, 
the gi'aces of the Son, and the influences of the Spirit. We 
have now read, O Jesus, of thy testimony to the power and 
efficacy of believing prayer. As a family, and as individuals, 
may we enjoy in an eminent degree the grace and spirit of 
supplication. 

We present our grateful acknowledgments for the mercies 
of the past day, and supplicate the pardon <4 the idns 
committed and the guilt contracted. May we lie down and 
enjoy refreshing sleep under thy guardian care this night* 
Into thy hands we commend our spirits; and aU we ask is 
for Jesus’ sake, our Surety and Saviour. Amen* 


NINTH WEEK— THURSDAY MORNING- 


TO 009. 

JkivmdaU* Kirby, XddUon*^ . l . m . 

1 rno God, the great, the ever-blesa’d, 

X Let 8011 M of honour be address’d : 

His mercy firm for ever stands ; 

Give him tho thoiiks his love demands. 

2 Who knows tiie wonders of thy ways ? 

*^0 ffbflll fulfil thy boundless praise ? 

Bless’d are the souls that fear thee still. 

And pay their duty to thy will. 

8 Remember what thy mercy did 
For Jacob’s race, thy chosen seed ; 

And with the same salvation bless 
The meanest suppliant of thy grace. 

4 0 may I see thy tribes rejoice, 

And aid their triumphs with my voice ! 

This is my glory, Lord, to be 
Joined to thy saints, and near to thee. 

Watts, Pa. lon,;)./. 

EXODUS I. 

Jnereoie of Isrtul in Egypt, 

A ND all the souls that came out of the loins of Jacob 
^ were seventy souls : for Joseph was in Egypt already, 

6 And Joseph died, and all Ids brethren, and all that 
generation. 

7 And the children of Israel were fruitfiil, and incj'eased 
abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and 
the land was filled with tlicm. 

8 Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, whi(di knew 
not Joseph. 

9 And he said unto his people, Behold, tho people of the 
children of Israel are more and mightier than we : 

10 Come on, let us deal wisely with them ; lest they mul- 
tiply, and it come to pass, that, when there falletli out any war, 
they join also unto our enemies, and fight against us, and so 
get them up out of the land. 

11 Therefore they did set over them taskmasters, to afflict 
them uith their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh treasure- 
cities, Pithom and Baumses. 

12 But the more they afflicted them, the more they mul- ] 
ti.pUed and grew. And they were grieved because of the 
children of Israel. 

18 And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve 
with rigour. 

14 And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in 
mortar, and in brick, and in all manner of service in the field : all 
their service, wherein they made them serve, was with rigour. 

15 And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwives, 

16 And he said. When ye do the office of a midwife to the 
Hebrew women, if it be a son, then ye shall kill him : but if 
it be a daughter, then she shall live. 

17 But the mid wives feared Ood, and did not as the king 
of Egypt commanded them, but saved the men children alive, 

20 ^erefbre God dealt well with the midwives: and the 
people multiplied, and waxed very mighty. 

21 And it came to pass, because the midwives feared God, 
that he made them houses. 

22 And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying. Every son 

that is bom ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye 
•luill save alive, 

RsTOWtroKS.irpoK Batontrs i.— Very precious are believers in the 
e8tiiiiatio& of Christ, and he will hold them in affectionate and ever- 
lasting remenobrance. Hay it be our privUego to possess and exercise 
tiiat saving &ith bjr whiw we shaLl see our names written in the 
LaoiVs hook of lifiei, *firom which they shall never be erased. Are we 
bastenmg onward to the grave ? Smemn thought I Are we hasten- 


hag onward to a heavenly home? 0 delightful hopel What a 
mystery tho existence, the increase, and tho prosperity of the Church 
in the midst of onemies numerous, crafty, cruel, and powerful! The 
plots for his ruin have been deeply laid, but Divine wisdom renders 
them all abortive. Vigorous and persevering have been their efforts 
to accomplish her destruction, but Divine omnipotence lias rendered 
them ho^css, like the wave of the sea which spends its violence 
on the stupendous rock. God made Egyptian women tho saviours of 
the lives of Hebrew babes. Ho kindled in their bosoms that mercy 
which saved the lives of the helpless innocents. Ho taught them 
to obey God rather than man, and dealt well with thorn, and rewarded 
them for deeds of mercy which shall bo remembered for ever. 


PRAYER. 

O UR God and Father in Christ, we arc but of yesterday, 
thou art from everlasting to everlasting God. How soon 
the generations of men pass away I Joseph died, and all his 
brethren, and all that generation ; but tliou dwellest for ever 
in immortal and glorious light. Eternity is thy residence; 
thou art the high and lofty One that iuhabiteth eternity. 

We confess before thee, O Lord, that though our days have 
been few, our sins have been numerous; though our life is 
only a hand-breadth and a span, yet we have reason to mourn 
that tlie guilt of our iniquity is infinite. We ascribe praise to 
thy name, that thou art willing to look down upon us in mercy, 
notwithstanding the number and the guilt of our sins. When 
we look upon the vile comiptions of our heart we would say 
with thy servant. Who shall deliver us from the body of this 
death ? Adored be our God that we are taught to add. Thanks 
be to God, tlirougli our Lord Jesus Clnist. Thou Divine 
Deliverer, who died to finish transgression and make an end of 
sin, O finish our transgression, by destroying the dominion of 
sin within us ; and make an end ‘of the guilt of our iniquities, 
by clothing us with the comely robe of thy righteousness; 
then shall we be able to sing, ’Hioii hast adorned our souls 
with thy grace, and made salvation ours ; and though polluted 
worms, thou hast jiut thy comeliness upon us. 

We adoro thee in the manifestation of thy special care of 
Israel thy people in the land of Egypt, and in the display of 
thy promise to Abraham in their remarkable increase. May 
wc sec in their increase an emblem of the increase of the 
spiritual Israel of God iu future days. May our hearts be 
filled with joy, that there is a period fast approaching, when 
the members of the Church of Christ shall be like stars of the 
heavens for multitude. 

7'ake the children of our family and mtr domestics^ and put 
them among the number of thy children, G’ive them thy grace, 
which is infinitely more valuable than the goodly heritage of 
the host of nations conferred on ancient Israel, 

We rejoice that thy Church has prospeied in tho midst of 
severe affliction, and that the cruelty of rharaoh in Egypt and 
of Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon did not prevent the spiritual 
prosperity of the true Israel of God. 

Sanctify to us, and to our beloved relatives', all our afflictions. 
May we find them a purifying furnace. In that fiimace may we 
find the dross of our pride, carnality, and unbelief destr^ed. 
Fulfil in our experience that promise : Behold, I have refmed 
thee, but not with silver ; I have chosen thee in the fiimace of 
affliction. Like Israel in Egypt, the more we are afflicted, tho 
more may our graces prosper, and oiup usefulness increase. 

O Lord, we thank thee for tho return of the morning's light, 
which our eyes are permitted to behold. Sim of Righteousnesi^ 
rise on our souls, and fill our hearts with the light of spiritual 
day. Prepare us for the duties, conflicts, and temptations 
which are before us. In our duties may we be diligent, onr 
spiritual enemies may we conquer, and all our temptations 
may we resist. Mercifully hear our prayers, and fai:??ive oar 
sins^ for the sake of Jesus, our Advocate and Lord. Amen. 


NINTH WEEK.— THURSDAY EVENING. 


LONG-Strt'FBRING OF GOD. 

SU JBartKol(m9w*t> Firth*$, p . m . 

1 T ORD, and am I yet alive, 

Not in torments, not in bell ? 

Still doth thy good Spirit strive— 

With the chief of sinners dwell v 
Tell it, unto sinners, toll, 

I am, I am out of hell ! 

2 Yes, I still lift up mine eyes, 

Will not of thy love despair; 

Still in spite of sm I risti, m „ - 

Still I bow to thee in prayer. leU it, Ac. 

3 See a stone that hongs in air ! 

See a spark in ocean live I 
Kept alive with death so near ! 

I to Gfod the glory give. 

Ever tell — to sinners tell, 

I am, I am out of hell. Anon. 

MARK IX. 

Christ tcachdh Humility. 

A ND he came to Capernaum : and being in the house he 
asked them, What was it that ye disputed among your- 
selves by the way ? ^ , ,11 

84 But they held their peace : for by the way they Iiad 
disputed among themselves, who should be the greatest. 

35 And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto 
them, If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of 
all, and servant of all. 

86 And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them : 
and when he had taken him in his arms, he said imto them, 

37 Whosoever slndl receive one of such children in my 
name, recciveth me : and whosoever shall receive me, recciveth 
not me, but him that sent me. 

88 And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one 
casting out devils in thy name, and he followeth not us : and 
we forbad him, because he followeth not us. 

39 But Jesus said. Forbid him not : for there is no man 
which shall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak 
evil of me. 

40 For he that is not against us is on our part. 

41 For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in 
my name, because yc belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, 
he shall not lose his reward. 

42 And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that 
believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and he were cast into the sea. 

43 And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off; it is better for 
thee to cuter into life maimed, tliau having two hands to go 
into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched : 

44 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not qucnclied. 

46 And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off ; it is better for 

thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to bo cast 
into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched : 

46 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out ; it is better 
for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, tlian 
havirg two eyes to be cast into hell fire : 

48 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

46 For every one shall be salted with lire, and every sacri- 

fioe shall be salted with salt. 

60 Salt %s good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, 
wherewith will ye season it?. Have salt in yourselves, and 
have peace one with another. 

BmacnxoKS epoH ix.— The love of the world, pride, selflsh- 

and oamal ambition have often greatly iryured the saints of 
Cted, and are dangerous rocks on which thousands of immortal souls 


have suffered shipwreck. May God most graciously preserve us 
'falling on those dangerous rocKS ! Let us admire Cnnst^s love to little 
children, and may the Holy Spirit enable us to follow his blenod 
example. Is it the case that the hearts of pai'cnU glow with delight 
when others show tenderness and kindness to their offspring ? Jesus is 
infinitely more pleased and delighted when acts of benevolsnoe aro 
sliown to the objects of his love. He observes and marks and remem- 
bers the injuries which are done to his people. H these injuries are 
not repented of, he will bring down the heaviest judgments imon the 
heads of his enemies.. Sin has taken firm hold of the carnal affections 
of the human heai't. Let it be our earnest prayer to bo delivered 
from the love of sin, and that we may never purchase its pleasures 
by the loss of heaven^ s joys I 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, what reason have we to rejoice that the 
boundless extent of thy glory does not render thee indif- 
ferent to thy creatures ! Though thou art the high and lofty 
One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is holy, we praise 
thee thou hast said, I dwell in the high and holy place ; with 
him also tliat is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the 
spirit of the bumble, and to revive the hcai'ts of the contrite 
ones. 

Ijord, deliver us from ibe pride of our carnal hearts ; and may 
what we have now read of the pride and unhallowed ambition 
of the disciples of Christ teach us to offer up this petition with 
fiirvour of spirit : Lord, clothe us with humility. Deliver us 
from earthly ambition, and fill us with ambition to resemble 
the image of (Christ, to be clothed with ihe righteousness of 
Christ, and to bo warmed with the love of Christ. Let this 
ambition be ours, and wlxilc wc live let it not forsake our 
bosonx. 

Thou bast held up little children, O Savioui*, for our imita- 
tion. May U 05 resemble them in their unsuspecting confidence, 
and be taught to exercise implicit confidence in Jesus. Lilce 
children may we bo free from the love of the world ; and like 
them may we look witlx contempt on worldly greatness, wealth, 
and honour. May we see their utter insignificaxice compared 
with the kingdom of God and his righteousness. 

As aix evidence that wc love Christ, may wo love his people, 
and delight in them as thc’ objects of the Saviour^s regard and 
as resembling his image. Impress deeply on our minds, that 
Jesus considers favours shown to bis people as shown to himself, 
and injuries inflicted upon his people as indignities done to 
hixnself. May all of us have this mai*k of conversion, love to 
the brethren. With an apostle may wc say on good ground, 
Wc know that wc have passed from death to life, because we 
love the brethren. Com iuce us of the greatness of the danger, 
and the aggravation of the guilt, of oftending Christ's little 
ones, seeing he hath said, Whosoever shall ollend one of these 
little ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a mill , 
stone were banged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea. 

May our children be among VhrisVs little" ones : may they 
be lambs in his flock. Staffer them not to belong to Satan^s 
goats. When the day of judgment arrives, may they appear 
on the right-hand of the Judge, and be acquitted in the presence 
of an assembled world. 

Holy Spirit, deliver us from the love of sin ; and if we have 
a lust dear to us as a right-hand or a right eye, u£av we rather 
part with it than expose ourselves to the miseries qi heU. Give 
us p*ace to lay aside every weight, and the sin that ^th so 
easily beset us. Mav we foUow j^ace with all men, and 
holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord. 

We tlxank our God for the health, strength, and oomfpi^ of 
the past day ; and we look up to thee for rest and proteo^n 
through thU night. Let our sins be pardoned, our persona 
accepted, and our prayeH answered, for Jesus tiie 
sake. Amen# 



NINTH WEEK.— FEIDAY MOBNING. 


raOVXPBNOE* 

BothweU, Virginia, L. it. 

1 ^HT ways, 0 Lord, with wise design, 

*■- 4ro framed upon thy throne above, 

And every d£tfk and bending lino 
Meets in the centre of thy love. 

. 2 With feeble light and half obscure, 

Poor mortals thy aiTongements view ; 

Kot knowing that tho least are sure, 

And the mysterious just and true. 

3 Thy flock, thy own peculiar care, 

Though now they seem to roam untyed, 

Are led or driven only whore 

They best ai^d safest may abide. Seule. 

EXODUS II. 

Hirlh and Preservation of Motes, 

A ND there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to 
^ wife a daughter of Levi. 

2 And tho woman conceived, and bare a son : and when she 
saw him that he was a goodly childy she hid him three months. 

3 And when she could not longer hide him, she took for him 
an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it witli slime and with pitch, 
and put the child therein ; and slie laid it in the flags l)y the 
riveris brink. 

4 And his sister stood afar off, to wit w^hat would be done 
to him, 

6 And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to w ash herself 
at the river; and her maidens walked along by the river side; 
and when she saw the ark among the flags, she sent her maid 
to fetch it. 

6 And when she had opened i7, she saiv tho child : and, 
behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion on him, and 
said. This ij? one of the Hebrews^ children. 

7 Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter, Shall I go and 
call to thcc a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse 
the child for thee ? 

8 And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her. Go. And the maid 
went and called the child’s mother. 

9 And Pharaoh’s daughter said unto her, Take this ciuid 
away, and nurse it me, and I will give thee thy wages. And 
the woman took the child, and nui’sccl it. 

10 And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh’s 
daughter, and he became her son. And she called his name 
Moses : and she said. Because I drew him out of the water. 

11 And it XJamc to ptuss in those days, when Moses was 
grown, that he went out luito his brethren, and looked on 
their burdens : and he espied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, 
one of his brethren. 

12 And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw^ 
that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and liid him in 
the sand. 

13 And when he went out the second day, behold, tw^o men 
of the Hebrews strove together : and he said to liira that did 
the wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow? 

14 And he said, Wlio made thee a prince and a judge over 
us ? intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian ? 
And Moses feared, and said, Sui’cly this thing is known. 

16 Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay 
Moses. But Moses fled froiu the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt 
in the land Midian : and he sat dowm by a well. 

16 Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters: and they 
came and drew water, and fllled the troughs to water their 
fiither^s ilook. 

17 And the shepherds came and drove them away; but 

stood up and helped them, and watered their flock, 

21 And was Anient to dwell witibi the man : and he 

gave Moses Zipporah his daughter. 


! Reflections upon Exodus n. — ^The mother of Moses oxpenenoed 
the most pungent grief in connexion with tho birth and early 
infancy of her child Moses, but she received afterwards a rich recom- 
pense in the eminent piety of her son, and in the imspeakable benefits 
he was instrumental in conferring on God’s chosen people. God’s 
ways are not as our ways. What a mystery! Pharaoh sought tho 
death, and his royal daughter preserved tho life, of that very child 
whom God destined and employed to deliver his Church and people 
from* Pharaoh’s cruel oppression and bondage ! Very remarkably tho 
infancy of Jesus was typified by that of Moses: a king sought to 
murder the one, and a king sought to destroy the other. Pharaoh 
sought to put to death Moses, the future deliverer of Israel from* 
temporal bondage : Herod sought the death of Jesus, the Deliverer 
of a lost world from spirituS bondage, and from tho miseries of 
endless despair. 

PRAYER. 

Father who art in heaven, we desire, on the return of 
^ another day, and in the name of Christ, to bow down 
before thee. We adore thcc as the God of that providence 
which extends from heaven to earth, and which includes the 
govi‘mmcnt of all creatures, animate and inanimate, angelic 
and human. Thou hast prepared thy throne in the heavens, 
and thy kingdom ruleth over all. Wc praise thee that, though 
clouds and darkness are round about thee, righteousness and 
judgment are the habitation of thy thmnc. 

Bless to us the remarkable disjJay of thy providential arrange- 
ments and government of which we liavc now read. Affect us 
with the greatness of the privilege of having the Scriptures to 
read, and of being able to read them. We thank thee for the 
natural light of the sun which shines in the heavens; but above 
all we thank thee for the beams of the Sun of Righteousness 
shining so gloriously in the pages of the inspired volume. 

Truly, O God, thy love to thy Church and people is an over- 
lasting, an unchanging love. Wc thank thee that, when the 
sufferings of thy Church arc great, thy care for thy people is as 
great as ever ; and when dark clouds of sorrow surround thy 
people, thy love is as strong as ever. Thou didst remember 
Israel, and raise up Moses thy servant to be their deliverer, 
Avlieri their hearts were oppressed by bitter bondage. Glory to 
thy name that, when the life of tho infant Moses was in the 
greatest clanger, thou didst most mercifully and wonderfully 
preserve him. Thy life, O Jesus, in the clays of thy tender 
infancy, was in the greatest peril. Ilcrod sought thy life to 
destroy it. Wo rejoice that the life of Moses was preserved, 
that he might he the future deliverer of Israel from Egyptian 
bondage, and that thy blessed life was preserved, that thou 
mightst rise up to he the Saviour of thy people from the 
miseries of hell. 

TVe ttumk thee, 0 Lord, for preserving the lives of our dear 
children now before thee, in the period of their tender infancy. 
Though sometimes brought low by affliction, and their death 
looked for, thou didst most mercifully disappoint our fears, and 
they are now the monuments of thy kindtiess, 0 make them the 
monuments of thy grace. 

Wc thanlc thee that, in all ages thou hast raised up instru- 
ments for the deliverance and prosperity of thy Zion. Raise up 
ministers of greater eminence for piety and usefulness than 
have ever appeared. Let all who are engaged in those studies 
which arc preparatory to the sacred office, be filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and prove the most distingmshed blessings to thy 
Church. Particularly bless missionaries, who have readily 
submitted to the greatest privations, that they might carry the 
fame of Jesus to the distant and benighted nations of the eartli. 

• We thank thee for the refreshing rest and protection of the 
last night. Give us grace this day to keep our hearts with alj 
diligence, and in all our engagements to seek thy glory. We 
ask the answer of our prayers, and the nardon of our sins, fbr 


ask the answer of our prayers, anc 
Jesus the divine Redeemers aske. 

R2 


Amen. 



NINTH WEEK.— FRIDAY EVENING. 


SUPPLICATING JESUS. 

Jiiehb^'ough. ElwaU, Trowbridge. Welsh. r. M. 

1 TESTIS, full of all compiwsion, 

^ Hear humble suppliant’s cry; 

Let me know thy great salvation : 

See ! I languish, faint, and die. 

2 Guilty^ but nith heart relenting, 

Overwhelmed with helph'ss grief. 

Prostrate at thy feet repenting, 

Send, C) send me quick relief! 

3 Hear, then, blessed Saviour! licar me! 

My soul cleiivcth to the dust ; 

Send the Comforter to cheer ni (‘ ; 

Lo ! in thee 1 jmt iny trust. t). Turner 


MARK X. 

Ilartimem restored to Sight. 

A nd they came to Jcricdio : and as lie went out of Jericho 
with liis disciples, and a great number of people, blind 
Bartirneus, the sou of Timeus, sat by the highway side begging. 

47 And when lu' heard that it Avas .lesus of Nazareth, lie 
began to cry out, and say, Jesus, t/tou son of David, have mercy 
on mo. 

48 And many charged him that he should hold his peace : 
but he cried the move a great deid, I'fiou son of David, have 
mercy on me. 

49 And Jesus tJtood still, and commanded him to bo called. 
And they call the blind man, saying unto liim, Be of good com- 
fort, rise ; he calleth thee. 

50 And he, casting away his garment, rose, and earnc to 
Jesus. 

51 And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou 
that I should do imto thee? Hie blind man said unto him, 
Loi*d, that I might receive my sight. 

62 And Jesus said unto him, (lo thy Avay; thy faith hath 
made thee whole. And immediately he received his sight, and 
followed Jesus in the way. 

MARK XII. 

77ie fommon Peojde heanng Christ ghulh/. 

A ND Jesus answered and said, Avhilc he taught in the tem- 
pie, How say the scribc?s that Clirist is the 8oii of Da^id? 
86 For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, The Loud 
said to my Lord, Sit thou on ray right hand, till I make thine 
enemies thy footstool. 

87 David therefore himself calleth him Lord ; and Avhence i.s 
ho then his son? And the common jieople heard him gladly. 

38 And he said unto them in his doctrine, Beware of tlic 
^bes, which love to go in long clothing, and love salutations 
in the market places, 

89 And the chief scats in the synagogues, and the uppenuost 
rooms at feasts : 

40 Which devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence make 
long pmyers : these shall receive greater condemnation. 

41 And Jesus sat over against xhe treasury, and beheld hoAv 
the people cast money into the treasury: and many that were 
rich cast in much. 

42 And there came a certain poor widoAV, and she thrcAv in 
two mites, which make a farthing. 

43 And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, 
Verily I say unto you. That this poor widoAv liath cast more in, 
than all they w'hich have east into the treasury: 

44 For m they did east in of their abundance; but she of 
hep want did cast in all that she had, even all her living. 


BxPLEonoirs upon Maek x., xu.--Gloriou8 truth !*— Jesus came from 
heaven to earth to heal diseased souls, and to open the eyes of the 


spiritually blind, and surround them and fill them with the bright 
splendours of a spiritual and heavenly day. Bartirneus felt and 
mourned over the grievous infirmity of his bodily blindneiw, and 
therefore he called the more vehemently on Jesus to give him the 
blessing of sight. If we haA^e felt and mourned over our spiritual 
blindness, if Ave have prayed with unfeigned eair.cstness to Jesus, who 
gives sight to the blind, that ho w'^ould mercifully remove oiur blind- 
ness, and introduce us into the kingdom of light,— if so, he has heard 
our prayer, and made us the children of light. Hallelujah ! 0 Avhat 
wonders meet in Christ ! In his divinity he is DaArid’s Lord, nnd in 
his humanity ho is David’s son. In his divinity ho is David’s root, 
nnd in his humanity he is David’s oifsnring. Jesus, wo give ou»* 
selves to thee, to be for oA^er consecrated to thy glory !’^ 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, Avhat reason have avc to bless and glorify 
^ thy name that we are permitted to approach thee ns a 
gracious God. If Ave had only knoAvn of thee as a God of 
justice, AVC could not have drawn near to thy presence. Wc 
adore thee that thy Ioa o allures and persuades the A^cry chief of 
sinners to prostrate themselves as humble penitents at thy feet, 
to seek salvation through the blood of Christ. Wc thank thee 
that thou hast said. When the poor crieth, I will hear; for I 
am gracious. Nothing can prevent the exercise of thy grace. 
Thou hast declared, I Avill be gracious to Avhom 1 Avill be 
gracious, and 1 Avill have mercy on Avhom I Avill have mercA". 
O Avith what pleasing splendour thy mercy shines amid all 
thy other pcrfi'ctions 1 Amid tlic splendours of thy state and 
majesty, thy love appeal’s with the soft radiance of the morn, 
surrounded by a thousand stars. 

Merciful God, wc have sinned greatly against thy grace. 
How often haA^c Ave done despite unto the spirit of thy grace ? 
Wonderful p^itience, that long ere noAV thou hast not delivered 
us over to the strong and terrilfic arm of thy justice, for treating 
w ith such culpable indifference the oftci’s of thy gi’oce ! Alas, 
that AVC have so often shut our ears to the SAveet music of thy 
merciful voice ! Still avc plead thy mercy, and rejoice that w c 
shall not plead in vain. 

Wc desire, O Lord, to take gi’cat encouragement from Avhat 
AVC have noAV read. We take encouragement to pray from tlie 
earnestness of blind Bartirneus, and from the willingness of 
Jesus to ansAver his supplication. Lord, give us earnestness in 
prayer. May our prayers be in reality the desires of our lieart. 
May it never be said of us, That family draweth near to me 
with their lips, Avhilc their hearts are far from me. Great 
I'eason liavc w e to mourn over the lifclessness and formality of 
our devotions. We justly deserve to hear our God say inspect- 
iiig us, Avhat Avas said respecting ancient Israel: When ye spread 
forth your hands I Avill hide mine eyes from you ; yen, Avhen 
ye make many prayers I will not hear; your hands are full of 
blood. 

Graciously leach our dear children lo ji^'ay. As young 
Samuel was taught to pray^ may they be taught Ito pray. 
Like blind Bartirneus may they pray^ each one of them: 
Jesus, thou Sou of David, hare mercy on me, 

yVo come to thee this CA^ning in our own behalf, and in 
behalf of all who are near and dear to ns ; - and w e pray, Lord 
Jesus, that AVC may receive our spiritual sight. Open our ^’cs; 
then shall we see wonderful things in thy Word, in thy per- 
fections, in thy Son, and in thy salvation. 

Wc thank thee, O God, that thou hast not left us this day, 
and that thy gracious hand has held us up. Mayxve retire to 
rest under thy smiles. This night wc lean our weaiy beads 
on thv paternal bosom, and, safely folded in thine arms, resign 
ourseiA^es to rest. 

We supplicate the answer of our prayers, and the pardon of 
our sins, trough our. Lord and Mediator, Jesus Qirist ; to 
whom be glory and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen* 





Scbc^^. 



NINTH WEEK.— SATURDAY MORNING. 


IfARTYKS OLOAiriED. 

jluSnim* Maphad* Qrm Movse, c. m. 

1 I^HESE glorious minds, bow bright they shine ! 

^ Whenco all their white array ? 

How came they to the happy seats 
Of everlasting day ? 

2 From torturing pains to endless joys 

On fioiy wheels thejf xode,' . , - . , - 

And strangolv washed ^^eir r^dment white ' 

In Jesus* dying bloody ‘ v ^ \ ^ 

3 Now they approach a apoflesi GM, 

And bow before his wohe';. t 
Their warbling harps and saerod'soii^ V ^ 

Adore the Holy One, ’ ^ WATtsy * 

EXODUS III, . ,V ^ . 

Chd appealing id Afoees, * \ ‘ ‘ * 

*VrOW Moses kept the flock of Ji$thr6,hi8vfaflie*>-itt-‘l^^^ 
priest of Midian : and he led the iBock to the. other side 
of the de^sert, and came to the moimtaih of G6d, ,ev^ to'Horeh. 

2 And the angel of the Lord appefircd unto hi^io* a flame 
of fire out of the midst of a bush : and he lok>k^> and^ behold, 
the bush burned with fire, and the bush wffA nbt consumed. 

3 And Moses said, I will now turn iaide, and see this great s 
sight, why the bush is not burnt. 

4 And when the Lord saw that he tiuraed aside to see, Qod 

called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Mps^) ‘ 
Moses. And he said, Here am L - 

5 And he said, Draw not nigh liither: put ^ thy slides from 
off thy feet, for the plaf e whereon thou standi wboly ground^ 

6 Moreover he said, I am the God of tliy mthcri the God^pf 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God bf^acob,: .^nd^MosCs 
hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God, 

10 Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pliaraoli, 
that thou luayest bring forth my people the children of Israel 
out of Egypt, 

] 1 Ana JMoses said unto God, Who mn I, that I should go 
unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of 
Israel out of Egypt ? 

12 And he said, Certainly I will be w ith thee; and this shall 
be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee ; when thou hast 
brought forth the people out pf Egypt, ye shall serve God upon 
this mountain. 

13 And Moses said unto God,, Behold, token I come unto the 
children of Israel, and shall say, unto them, The God of your 
fathers hath sent me nuto you; and they shdl say to me, What 
is his name ? what shall I say unto them ? 

14 And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM : and he 
said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, 1 AM^hath 
sent me unto you. 

15 And God said moreover unto Moses, Tims shidt' tbou say 
unto the children of Israel, The Lord Gjod of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath 
sent me unto you : this is my name for ever, and this is my 
memorial unto all generations. 

16 Go, and gather the ciders “of Israel tc^ther, and say unto 
them, The Lord God of your fathers^ the Gqd of Abraham^ of 
Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto me, saying, I have furely 
visited you, and seen that which is done to you in Egypt. 

18 And, they shall hearken to thy voice: and thou shalt 
come, thou and the elders of Israel, unto the king of Egypt, 
and yp shall say xmto Mm, The Lord God of the Hebrews hath 
met with us : and now let us go, we beseech thee, three days' 
journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the Lord 
our God, 

1ft And I am» sure that the king of Egypt will not let you 
gOjAtui, not by a ndghly htmcL 


20 And I will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt with 
all my wonders which I will do in the midst thereof; and after 
that he will let you go. 

21 And I will give this people favour in the sight of the 
Egyptians : and it shall come to pass, that, when ye go, yc 
shall not go empty. 

— Wo may look on the burning bush, 
not figurative illustration of Iho mystery 

of Jh6 the Bmnity dwelling in the 

and not consumed. Ana though 
the it ‘s^ lives in all the 

lovely Po'WP not also see 

m this most (i lively emblcon of fhb Qhuvoh of the 

living (Jodf \ ITio Ales' or Sow^utio have, ra^'^utlKin her times 
innumerable, and yet she fmdihs unhurt, sPoure^ hnu Ijlorious Is 
Christ m usHio hope of gl<^?— then wo are fbr e^r sotfe, far ever 
' blest. ; 7 — i 

...... vvvvw\ry>«V«/>A<v\^yv*A'\r.>tA/vw\AAnArvAjA/v 

PRAYER. V 

|/jj[^UR Gpd'^aiid Fatter in Chrwt, tliou art the sdf-existent 
and the infinitely independent Jehovah. Thy iiame is, I 
AU^TKAT If AM'. This is i^hy name for ever, and it is thy ioemorial 
tp genfejjatipnsr 'We fiaorc and acknowledge thee as ‘the God 

of OUT fiitl^pra, aniJthd God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and 
tve adote thm/ae'.1did Eiold our God, our new covenant God in 
■Chri^.’, ^ .’'i 

gp 3 i^','tO'^d!raw nea« to. tliy throve ^t this time; and 
-at rR- ^ 08 , ^1^ neW]^nop and' ^dly f^ V ^t 'we'Pcmld 
|l^^[weiMijjpB .with strong faith, holv awe, dean 
him^, tuidli hdlk V ‘ We would mourn ^d lameut pver 
the unePnoemed and imverent manner in wmo1i‘We-bave often 
entered .utou the £»er.pi(ic of prayer. When we draw he« to 
God in this and in every other ordinance, may we remember 
the language addressed to Moses from tho burning bush Put 
off thy shoes from off thy feet; for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground. 

May God's presence in tlie bush remind us that God dwelt 
in the humanity of Jesus when enveloped in the flames of 
Divine ■wrath. May we wonder to see the humanity preserved 
in the midst of the w'rath of Divine justice, one spark of which 
was sufficiimt to haye'dcstroj^ed the universe. 

We rejoice, O Gqd of Zion, that thy presence was never 
withdrawn from thy (^urch. Glory to thy name, that, though 
surreunded'On aJl'Jiaii^ with the devouring fire of persecution, 
^e .has eyer.pnjpyedj^ presence, which has always proved her 
security,. stj;ength,; and ^ory. Thanks to the God of heaven 
for the wisdom, magnanimity, ftatyitude, mildness, joy, and 
triumph with which thp' blessed martyrs were inspired, and for 
the noble example. whToh, tbty have loft as a legacy to succeed- 
ing gencr^ions. ‘ O that the rtind which dwelt in them may 
dwell in us ! , . 

Be present with us as 'a fmily, in all our afflictions. Suffer 
not the flamfee of affliction to destroy us ; but grant that they 
may be rendered efibetaal in making us heaveidy and holy. O 
Lord, he graciously prosept with all our afflicted relatives: m.iy 
they walCwith Gal in the furnace of affliction, relying on the 
rigbteoumqss (ff Christ that they shall appear before the throne 
above ihrobes-^ ^tious purity. 

. the dear childrea to seek Ood to be their 

iHirf. O Ldrdl'ie their Ood and Father; and when father or 
mother forsake them, graeiously take them up. 

A ccept of our thanksgiving for the merciea of the past night, 
and may we be under the direction of thine unerring wisdom 
this day. May our sins be forriven, and our prayers answered, 
for Jesus’ sake. And we would ascribe to the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

lU 1 



NINTH WEEK.— SATUBDAy EVENING. 


I 


A 


JESUS CKUCIPIED. 

Halifax Chapel. Cheen Walh. Wathury Leigh. r. M. 

Avith a melting heart 1 stood 
’ » Koar to tho fountain filled with blood, 

It flowed a crimson tide ; 

That sight what stranger’s heart can guess, 

Or mind conceive, or tongue express ? 

'T was Jesus crucified. 

2 But, plunged bcnealli tho cleansing flood. 

My heart exclaimed, Behold how good 

Tho God who loved and died ! 

None saves from sin, its guilt, it.s stains, 

From death and c's crlasting pains, 

But Jesus crucified. 

3 0 let me still this wonder see, 

And cry. He loved and died for mo. 

And near the cross abide ; 

Take off my load, and from my heart 
Bid sin, and guilt, and fear depart, 

My Jesus crucified. Anon. 


MARK XTV. 

Chiet in the Garden of Qdhsemunc, 

ND they came to a place wliich was luiTncd Oetli.scmane : 
“ and he saith to his disciphjs, Sit yo liero, Avhile I shall 
pray. 

33 And he takcLli ^vitli him Pt^ter and James and John, and 
began to be sore amazed, and to be vciy ]iea\T; 

34 And saith nnto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful 
unto death : tarry ye here, and atch. 

35 And he went fonvard a little, and fell on tlio ground, and 
prayed, that, if it were possible, the hour luiglit pass from him. 

36 And he said, Abba, Father, all thing.s nr a possible unto 
thee ; take away this cup from me : nevertheless, not what J 
will, but what thou wilt. 

37 Aud he cometh, and findetli them sleeping, and saith 
unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? couldest not thou 'wateli 
one hour? 

38 Watch ye and pray, lest yc enter into temptation. TJui 
spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak. 

39 And again he went away, and prayed, and spake the 
same words. 

^ And when he returned he found them asleep again, (for 
their eyes were heaiy,) neither wist they what to answer him, 

41 And he cometh a third time, and saith unto them. Sleep 
on now, and take f/our rest : it is enough, the hour is come; 
behold, the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners, 

42 Rise up, let us go ; lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand. 

43 And immediately, while he yet spake, cometh Judas, one 
of the twelve, and with him a great multitude w itli sw ords and 
staves, from the chief priests and the 8cril)e.s and the ciders. 

^44 And he that betrayed him had given them a token, 
ing. Whomsoever I sliaU kiss, that same is he; take him, and 
lead /iim away safely. 

45 And ^ soon as lie was come, he goetli straightway to 
mra, and saith, Master, naaster; and kissed him. 

46 And they laid their hands on him, and took him. 

48 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Are ye come 
out, as against a thief, with swords and wM staves to take me? 

49 I was daily wdth you -in the temple teaching, and ye took 
me not : but the scriptures must be fulfilled. 

50 And they all forsook liim, and fled. 

51 And there followed him a certain young man, having a 
hnen cl(rth cast about Ais naked dodt/; aud the young men laid 
hold on mm. 

62 And he left the linen cloth, and fled from them naked. 

BiEPiECTTOirs upow Mark XTT.-We should caU Gethsemane to our 
wmemb^ every day. There the great Surety passed through the 


Red Soa of the Divine wrath ; thero the overwhelming billows passed 
over him ; thero he endured tho most dreadM storm of judicial 
vengeance ; there the arrows of tho Almighty, whetoned by human 
guilt, entered his soul, and inflicted the moirt agonising wounds of 
: suffering and of woo ; there tho sword of justice was drawn from its 
I scabbard — there it awoke from the slumbers of ages against him who 
was God’s follow ; there tho great Shepherd of the flock was smitten, 
and soon after the sheep worn scattered ; and there ho drunk a bitter 
cup of wrath, which the sins of men had fllleff up. What a cup ! 
One drop lighting upon our world was snflleient to have annihilated 
it; one drop was sumcient to have accomplished tho perdition of the 
whole race of man. When we remoraher that he drunk — willingly 
drunk — this cup of woo, this cup of wrath for us, what love should 
glow in our bosom toward Jesus, who drunk the bitter cup of wrath 
that wo miglit drink tho cup of salvation ! 


PRAYER. 

T)|^E would rejoice, O Lord, that an opportunity is now 

^ ^ graciously afforded us, after the business, temptations, 
and events of the day, to draw near to the throne of grace. 
Holy Spirit, teach us, in tho exercise of a holy, lively faith, to 
come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
aud find grace to help in every time of need. 

We present before thee the tribute of our thanks, for thy 
continued and undeserved kindness through another day. Oui 
life, our health, our reason, our food and raiment, our mental 
peace, our domestic and relative comfort, our civil and social 
privileges, ai'c streams which proceed from thee, the overflowing 
Fountain of all blessedness. For all these we magnify thy holy 
name. Mercifully take us under thy care this night. 0 spread 
over us the wings of thy watchful power ; then no eril shall 
befall us. May wc live to another Sabbath-day, and may we 
rise from our beds refreshed and strengthened, to enter into 
thy coiu’ts, and ‘actively engage in the solemnities of thy sanc- 
tuary. In the prospect of appearing in thy house, we would 
say with David, IIow amiable arc thy tabernacles, Lord God 
of hosts ! A day in thy coui’ts is better than a thousand any- 
wlierc else. 

May the blessing of the Spirit rest on what w e have now read 
of the malignity and treachery of man, and of tho sufferings 
and patience of Christ. O what hateful viJeuess and depravity 
w e sec in man, but what love and meekness and loveliness in 
Clirist ! When wc think of men plotting thy death, while on 
thy life hang the life and salvation of unnumbered millions, 
may w^c mouni over the frightful change which sin has 
produced upon the nature of man ! When wc read of thy 
sufferings, O Jc^s, may our hearts be filled with a deep-rooted 
abhon-ence of sin, and may all the affections of our heart lie 
directed to thee as the brightness of the Father's glory, and 
the express image of his person. While wc abhor the sin of 
Judas in so treacherously betraying Ills Master, may we be 
prevented from imitating Judas' sin. Suffer us not to betray 
our Lord, by forsaking his ordinances, profaning his Sabbath, 
or abusing his people. Preserve us from the sin of back- 
sliding. Give us grace to be constant and earnest in prayer; 
then shall we be preserved from falling into temptation. 

O Lord, our hearts feel for our dear children before ihee^ 
when we think of the numerous and powerful temptations 
which may endanger their salvation. Ire pray not that thou 
wouldst take them out of the worlds but we pray thai *they may 
be preserved from the evil that is in the world. 

Bless what we have now read of the sin of apostasy. 
serve us from this most daring and destroying sm. With the 
Psalmist we would say. If we forget thee let our right-hand 
forget her cunning, and let our tmigue cleave to the wof <rf 
our mouth. We ask the pardon of all our sins, and the smwet 
of our prayers, for Jesus' sake. And may the grace ct 
Jesus Chnst be with as all. Amen. 


TESmi WEEK.-- SABBATH M0BNI1?0. 


OWJILLINa WITH OOS. 
Wvm$l0r, Oxftxtd. Swua*. 

1 ^pHE oarth for ever is the Lord’s, 

A HHTitti Adam's numerous race ; 

He raked its arehes o'er the ^oods, 

And built it jon the seas. 

2 But who, among the sons of men, 

Hay visit thine abode ? 

He that has hands from mischief clean, 
Whose heart k right with God. 

3 This k the man may rise and toko 

The blessings of his grace ; 

This k the lot of those that seek 
The God of Jacob's face. 


Watts, Pa, 24. 


PSALM XXIV. 


Qod*a Dominion and Chriat'a Qlory, 

f pIHE earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof ; the world, 
A and they that dwell therein. 

2 For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it 
upon the floods. 

3 Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who 
shall stand in his holy place ? 

4 He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart ; who hath 
not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 

6 He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and right- 
eousness from the God of his salvation. 

C This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek 
thy face, O God of Jacob. Sclah. 

7 loft up your heads, O ye gates ; and be yc lift up, ye 
everlasting doors ; and the King of glorv shall come in. 

8 Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and 
mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. 

9 Lift up your heads, O yc gates ; even lift them uj), ye 
everlasting doors ; and the King of glory shall come in. 

10 Who is. this King of glory? The Loud of hosts, he is 
the King of glory. Selah. 

PSALM XXV. 

David^a Prayer. 

TTNTO thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

2 O my God, I trust in thee : let me not be ashamed, 
let not mine enemies triumph over me. 

8 Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed : let them be 
ashamed which transgress udthout cause, 

4 Shew me thy ways, 0 Lord ; teach me thy paths, 

5 Lead me in thy truth, and teach me : for thou art the 
God of my salvation ; on thee do I wait aU the day. 

6 Eemember, O. Lord, thy tender mercies and thy loving- 
kindnosaes ; for they have been ever of old. 

7 Remember not the sins of my youth, nor ray trans- 
gressions : according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy 
goo^ess^ sake, O Lord. 

8 Good and upright is the Lord : therefore will he teach 
dinners in the way. 

9 The meek will ho guide in judgment : and the meek will 
he teach his way. 

lb All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto 
such as keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

11 For Ay name's sake, 0 Lord, pardon mine iniquity; 

for it is,|p?eat. 

vstm VsAXM xxv.*«^Whiit k creation ? It is an 
Ismeuse vtAeoAig tho glorious attributes of tho Almighty 

It is ctir privfl^ and duty, end mav it bo tho delight of 
mfosartsi ^ sss 0^ in his works, and to admka and adore those 
Ihyiik sttributos in sU the brightness of their 


glory. Such contemplationi are unspeakably profitable and endear- 
ing when wo can say, ‘‘My Jesus, my Saviour made them all." 
Our devotional and aftectionate meditations should often follow our 
exalted Lord to that glorious throno above, which he now fills as the 
reward of his atonement. Are we his ?■— we shall sit beside him on 
his throne. How blessed arc the saints of God ! They have fellow- 
ship with God. Their confidence is placed on God, us the God of 
their salvation. They shall bo delivered from all their enemies. 
Their sins are blotted out, and God k their loving, constant guidej 
who will at last lead them to the paradise of tho blest. * 

PRAYER. 

TNFINITELY exalted Lord God of hosts, we bow the knee 
-A before thee, on tlio morning of thy sacred, hallowed day, 
and venture to draw near in the name of Jesus, our Mediator 
and Rcideeraer. Good and upright art thou, O Lord; tlierc- 
fore thou wilt teach sinners in the way. By the preaching of 
the Word may hardened sinners see the danger of the ways 
of sin, and forsake them ; may they sec the blessedness and 
the safety of the ways of holiness, and walk in th(im. What 
reason have we to sing and rejoice, O Lord, that all thy paths 
ai*e mercy and truth unto such as keep thy covenant and thy 
testimonies. Make thy covenant with multitudes who shall be 
assembled in thy house of prayer, and tui*n their hearts from 
lying vanities to thee, the living God. 

We adore thee as the Creator of all things. The earth is 
thine and the fulness thereof ; the world and all the descrip- 
tions of I)eings, rational and irrational, that dwell upon its 
surface ; For thou hast founded it upon the seas, and estab- 
lished it upon the floods. Blessed Jesus, we adore thee as the 
Creator of all things. All things were made by thee. Open 
the eyes of the Jews to see that thou art the divine Messiah ; 
and open the eyes of all men to acknowledge thy Divine power. 
May thy Divine and uncreated glories be held up to tho vi( 5 w 
of men in all the clmrchcs ; then, agreeably to thy promise, 
thou wilt draw multitudes to thyself. O that each member 
of this family were savingly united to thy person. Wc have 
heard of thee os a Saviour gracious and mighty ; 0 may wc 
know thee experimentally as our Prophet, Priest, and King. 
Once, O Jesus, thou didst appear on earth as aU humbled 
Saviour, but now thou art exalted in thy mediatorial offices 
above all the principalities and powc^rs Avhi(,*h are on earth and 
in heaven. The gates have lifted up their heads, the everlasting 
doors have been lifted up, and as the King of glory thou didst 
pass tlirough the j)ortal8 of the lieavenly Jerusalem, didst 
therefore receive at the hands of the Father the crown of 
glory purchased by tby blood. 

Thou gracious King, look mercifully on the children of our 
family, and make them thy subjects. Incline their hearts to 
love, honour, and obey thee. Make them and our domestics^ 
wiUhig in the day of thy power. 

Have mertry on oiu* relatives and friends. Suffer none^of 
them to live without thee, or opposed to thee. Such among 
them os are strangers to thy grace, subdue them to thyself. 

Show pity to a rebellious world, and deliver all its inhabi- 
tants from the dominion of false gods. For thk important 
purpose prosper exceedingly all those great institutions which 
arc formed for cvangelking benighted nations. 

Comfort the afflicted and the aged in the abodes of suffering. 
Cheer their hearts with faith in Christ, and animate them with 
hopes of heaven. 

We thank God for that mercy which has preserved us during 
the past night, and for the pleasing prospect of appearing in 
his house to listen to the joyful sound. May this be a day 
never to be forgotten, may it prove the foretaste of heaven. 

We humbly seek the pardon of our sins and the answer of 
our prayers, for Jesus our Surety's sake. Amen, 

Our Father which art in heaven, &;e. 


TEOTH WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


SELF-EXAMINATION, 

Wwrington, Rockford, Kingahridyt. i- nc* 

1 TUDGE mo, 0 Loi-d, tmd prove my ways, 

•" And tr)' my reins, and try iny lu'art ; 

Afy faitli upon thy promise stays, 

Kov from thy law my feet depart. 

2 I hate to walk, I hate to sit, 

With men of vanity and lies ; 

The scofler and the hypocrite 
Are the abhorrence of my eyes. 

3 Amongst thy saints will I appear, 

With hands well washed in innoccnee ; 

But when 1 stand before tliy bar, 

The blood of (Uirist is my defence. 

Watto, Pi. 26. 

PSALM XXVL 

DavkVi Integrity^ and Love to God'i Home. 

J UDGE me, O Loud; for I have walked in mine integrity : 
I have tnisted also in the Loud ; fheir/ure 1 shall not slide. 
2 Examine me, O Loud, and prove me ; try my reins and 
my heart. 

3 For thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes : and I have 
walked in thy truth. 

4 I ha^c not sat with vain persons, neither will I go in witli 
dissemblers. 

5 I have liatcd the congregation of evil doors; and will 
not sit with the Avieked. 

G I will Avash mine hands in innocency : so Avill I compass 
thine altar, O Loud : 

7 That I may publish Avith the voice of thanksgiving, and 
tell of all thy w'ondrous Avorks. 

8 Loud, I have loved the liabitation of thy house, and the 
place where thine honour dwellcLh. 

9 Gather not my soul Avitli sinners, nor my life Avith bloody 
men : 

10 In whose hands is mischief, and their right hand is fnli 
of bribes. 

11 But as for me, I Avill Avalk in mine integrity: redeem 
me, and be merciful unto me. 

12 My foot standeth in an catii place : in the congregations 
will I bless the Loud. 

PSALM XXVIT. 

DaruVa Faith in Ood. 

rpHE Lord is my light and my salvation; Avhom sliall I 
fear? the Lord is the strcngtli of my life; of Avhom shall 
I be afraid ? 

2 When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came 
upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. 

3 Though an host should encamp against me, my heart 
shall not fear ; though war should rise against me, in this tvill 
I be confident. 

4 One thing have I desired of the Loud, that will 1 seek 
after; that I may dwell in the house of the Loud all the days 
of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire 
in his temple. 

6 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion : 
in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me ; he shall set 
me upon a rock. 

G And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine 
enemies round about me : therefore will I offer in his taber- 
nacle sacrifices of joy ; I Avill sing, yea, I Avill sing praises 
unto the Loan. 

Rbplectioks ufok Psalm xxvi., xxvu. — Self-examination is an 
ordinance most experimental, practical, and usefhl. If we wish to 
awake from the slumbers of spiritual death we should examine our- 
seWes : or if wo are the partaKors of grace, and arc desirous to grow 
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in grace, and bring forth luxuriantly the fruits of righteousness, we 
should impartially observe the trying ordinance of s^-examinatiou* 
We may now look at some of the most propiinent marks and evi<* 
dences of unfeigned piety of a regenerating change. Is it our desire 
to Avalk in the straight path of holy sinoority and truth ? Is our 
faith built on Jesus, and our hopes placed on no other foundation f 
Have wo a doep-rooted aversion to the society of ungodly men, and 
is the felloAvship of the righteous our delight? Has the light of 
Divine knoAvlcdge entered into our understanding, and enabled us to 
see a glory, loveliness, and oxeellenco in Christ we have seen in no 
other object ? Is this tho case ? Then wo have passed from death 
life. 

PRAYER. 

"TV/T OST merciful Father, we adore thee as the Father of 
lights. Thou art the light of tlic universe, the light of 
angels, and the light of men. Thou dwcllest in light which is 
inaccessible, 1^>o dazzling and glorious to be seen by mortal 
eyes. Holy Spirit, teach us in the language of the Psalmist 
thus to acknowledge and address our God : The Lord is my 
light and my salvation ; whom shall I fear ? the Lord is the 
strength of my life; of Avhom shall I be afraid? 

What reason have we to praise thee for tlie light of reason, 
for the light of conscience, and for tlic light of revelation. In 
addition to these, bless us Avith the light of salvation. Give us 
the light of grace, Avhicli will be followed by the light of glory. 

Tahe the youthful members of our family ^ and bring them 
out of the kingdom of nature's darkness, and introduce them 
into the kingdom of thy dear Son, where the light of salvation 
shines in all its hijluence. 

Wc aftcctionately pray for the rising race throughout oiu’ 
land, and may their minds be attracted by the blessed light of 
Jesus the Star of Bethlehem. May multitudes be enabled to 
sing respecting tins heavenly and divine Star : It is my guide, 
my light, my alb; it destroyed my dark forebodings ; and it 
led me through the storm, and through numerous frightful 
dangers, to the port of peace. 

Gracious God, forgive the languid, careless, and imperfect 
manner in Avhich aa^c hav^c observed tlie ordinances of religion 
this day. l^hou hast said. Keep thy foot Avhen thou goest to 
the Iiouse of God, and be more ready to hear than to give the 
sacrifice of fools. Hoav seldom, alas, have Ave followed thy 
salutary counsel ! how much have our thoughts Avandered, and 
how often haA^e wc given the sacrifice of fools ! , O remember 
not against ns the sins of our holy services ; the sins of the 
j closet, the sins of the domestic altar, and the sins of the 
sanctuary. 

We thank thee for the Gospel Avhich lias been preached, 
for the assistance thy ministers have enjoyed, for the saving 
benefit which has been imparted, for the edification and com- 
fort thy children have experienced, and for the additions Avhich 
have been made to ImmanueTs kingdom this day. 

Wc bless thee for thy kindness to us as a family and a 
congregation, and for the spiritual strength thou- didst impart 
to thy servant who broke among us the bread of life. Ever 
may wc love the habitation of thy house, and tho ylace vrhere 
thine honour dwelleth. May we ever walk in the integrity of 
the Gospel; redeem us and be merciful unto us. With David 
may we sdy. One thing have we desired of the Lord, that will 
Ave seek after : that wc may dwell in the house of the Lord all 
the days of our life, to behold tho beauty of the Lor4, and to 
inquire in his temple. 

May we enjoy thy watchful care this night, and be safely 
hid in the pavilion of thy gracious power. May we lie down 
on our beds, gratefully impressed with a sense of tho privilegci 
we have this day received from the God of ordinances. 

Hear these the desires of our heart, and forgive our sius> fyr 
Jesus’ sake, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

Our FatW which art in heavenj &o. 


TENTH WBBK.~.MONDAY MORNING. 


CHftlST VtAVtm. 

JBruAff, Zim Tem^ Ai^gm, i. m. 

1 ^I^HUS the eternal Father apako 

^ To Ohriat the Son, Aaoend and ait 
At mr ri^t^hand, till I ahall make 
Thy foea BubmiaaiYe at thy feet. 

2 From Zion diall thy word prooeed, 

Thy word, the aoeptre in thy lumd, 

Shall moke the heart of rebela bleed, 

And bow their willa to thy command. 

i That day ahall ahow thy power ia great, 

When aainta shall flock with willing minds, 

And sinners crowd thy temple gate, 

Where holiness in beauty ahines. 

Watib, Pa. no, p. A 

EXODUS IV. 

Ood*i Commution to Moaes, 

A ND Moaes answered and said. But, behqld, they will not 
believe me, nor hearken unto my voice ; for they will say. 
The Loan hath not appeared unto thee. 

2 And the Lord said unto him, WTiat is that in thine hand? 
And he said, A rod. 

8 And he said. Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on 
the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from 
before it. 

4 And the Lord said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and 
take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, 
and it became a rod in his hand : 

6 That they may believe that the Lord God of their fathers, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
hath appeared unto thee. 

6 And the Lord said furthermore unto him, Put now thine 
hand into thy bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom : 
and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as 
snow. 

7 And he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again. And 
he put his hand into his bosom again; and plucked it out of 
his Dosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh. 

8 And it shall come to pass, if they wuU not believe thee, 
neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, tliat they will 
believe the voice of the latter sign. 

9 And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also 
these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou slialt 
take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land : 
and the water which thou takest out of the river shall become 
blood upon the dry land. 

10 And Moses said unto the Lord, O my Lord, T am not 
eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto 
thy servant ; but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue. 

11 And the Lord said unto him. Who hath made man’s 
mouth ? or who maketh tlie dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or 
the blind? have not I the Lord? 

12 Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and 
teach thee what thou shalt say. 

18 And he said, O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand 
qf him whom thou wilt send. 

14 And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses, 
and he said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that 
he can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet 
thee : and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. 

15 And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words in his 
moutii : and I will be with thv mouth, and with his mouik, 
and will teaob you what ye shall do. 

16 And ke msHX be thy spokesman unto the people : and he 
shaB be, ems be shfdl be to thee instead of A mouib^ and thou 
■lialt be teMm instead of God. 

17 ^d thou shalt take this rpd in thine iiaiid, wherewith 
fbou shalt dp signs. 


18 And Moses went and returned to Jethro his father-in- 
law, and wd unto him, Let me go, I pray thee, and return 
unto my brethren which are in Egypt, and see whether they 
bo yet alive. And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace, 

Eeplbctionb trpoR Exodus rv. — Astonishing ! that unbelief should 
have cleaved so closely to Moses even in God’s immediate, gracious 
presence, and also when listening to God’s gracious promises ! In 
God’s tenderness to the weakness, doubts, and fears of his servant, 
we have a roost wonderful display of Divine patience, condescension, 
and love. Let each one of us mourn over our unbelief, and pray to 
our comp^onate Saviour, We btdiovo. Lord, help our unbelief.” 
While it is the desire of multitudes that they may gi*ow in v^ealth, 
that they may lajr up gold and heap up silver as tlie clay, thai their 
com, wine, oil may abound, let it be the ambition of our heart 
and tho desire of our souls that we may possess the imperishable 
treasures of grace, and that we may be strong in the faith, giving 
glory to God. God’s marvellous love to his Church shines in the 
numerous and mighty miracles he has wrought in her behalf, to the 
confusion of demons and the delight of angels. 

prayer! 

^ LORD our God, how infinitely wonderful art thou in thy 
” nature, thine attributes, and thy works 1 May the Worf 
we have now read, which contains the record of thy power, thy 
patience, and thy condescending kindness, fill our minds with 
reverential awe and adoring love. Thy gracious appearance to 
Moses in the land of Midian was the dawning of the glorious 
day of the deliverance of thy Church from the miseries of 
Egyptian bond^e. Teach us as a family to look back to that 
day with holy interest and joy. 

We are thy professed servants; but have reason to confess 
with shame our great unfitness for thy service, and with grief 
our great backwardness in thy service. Thou hast given to us 
the noble faculty of speech, but with what reluctance we have 
employed it for thy glory I In the service of sin our tongue 
has been as the pen of a ready writer ; wliilc in thy cause, and 
for thy kingdom, and the honour of thy Son, we have been slow 
of speech, and of a slow tongue. Give us grace to remedy 
I these evils, and never to make our unfitness, or the obstinacy 
and opposition of men, as an apology for neglect of duty. Thy 
grace ia not only infinitely sufficient, but thou hast kindly 
promised a rich supply for duty, for difficulty, and danger. 
Deliver us from the fear of man in thy service, and may we 
firmly resolve with the Psalmist to go forward in thy sti’ength, 
making mention of thy righteousness, even of thine only, 
fVe fervently pray that our children may he made the 
servants of Christ. Suffer them not to employ the golden 
period of their livesy and the youthful ardour of their hearts 
in the service of their worst enemies^ the devtl^ the worlds and 
the flesh. Let not a calamity so affecting hefall them. 

Accept of our expressions of thanKfulness for the mercies of 
the night, and for the opportunity now enjoyed of fellowship 
with thee in the reading of the Word of life, in singing thy 

E raise, and in calling upon thee by prayer. Give ns thy 
cave^y grace this day, to keep oxir hearts with diligence, to 
resist temptations, to aischarge our duties, both temporal and 
spiritual, with liveliness and dUigence, and to meet every event 
of providence with humble and filial dependence upon the grace 
and promise of a mercifiil God. 

Bless what we have now read of the rod of Moses, by which 
our God so wonderfully displayed his power. We praise thee 
that we have heard of the rod of Gospel grace, by which un- I 
paralleled manifestations of converting power have been given in 
the salvation of millions. O send foi^ the rod of thy strength 
out of Zion, and let its efibets be seen in our femily, in our 
congregation, in our neighbourhood, and in our land. ny our 
prayers and services come up before thee, O Lord, with accept^ 
anoe, througli Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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TENTH WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


Christ’s death. 

(htUrUim, Oemeva. Jhttdm, Qovld^i. l. m. 

1 O TKETCHEB on the cross, the Saviour dies ; 

^ Hark ! hin expiring groans arise ; 

See, from his hands, his feet, his side, 

Buns down the sacr^, crimson tide ! 

2 But life attends the dcathful sound. 

And flows from every bleeding wound ; 

The vital stream, how free it flows 
To save and cleanse his rebel foes ! 

3 To suffer in the traitor’s place, 

To die for man, surprising grace ! 

. Yet pass rebellious angels by — 

0 why for man, dear Saviour, why? 

Stseul 

MARK XV, 

Th^ DeaJth of Christ, 

A nd so Pilate, willing to content the people, released 
Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he had 
scourged Aim, to be crucified. 

22 And they bring him unto the place Golgotha, which is, 
being interpreted. The place of a skull. 

23 And they gave him to drink udne mingled with myiTli: 
but he received it not. 

24 And when they had crucified him, they parted his gar- 
ments, casting lots upon them, Avhat every man should take. 
25 And it was the third hour, and they crucified him. 

26 And the superscripfliou of his accusation was written over, 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

33 And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness 
over the whole land until the ninth hour. 

34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being inter- 
preted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ? 

37 And Jesus cried wuth a loud voice, and gave up the 
ghost, 

38 And the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top 
to the bottom. 

39 And when the centurion, w^hich stood over against him, 
saw thi^t he so cried out, and gave up the ghost, he said, Truly 
, I this man w^as the Son of God. 

40 There were also women looking on afar off: among whom 
was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the less 
and of Joses, and Salome ; 

41 (Who also, when he was in Galilee, followed him, and 
ministered unto him;) and many other women which came up 
with him imto Jerusalem. 

42 And now when the even was come, because it was the 
preparation, that is, the day before the Sabbath, 

43 Joseph of Arimathaca, an honourable counsellor, which 
also waited for the kingdom of God, came, and went in boldly 
unto Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus. 

4k 4 And Pilate marvelled if he were already dead: and 
calling unto him the centurion, he asked him whether ho had 
been any while dead. 

45 And when he knew it of the centurion, he gave the body 
to Joseph. ^ 

46 And he bought fine linen, and took him down, and 
wrapped him in the linen, and laid him in a sepulchre which 
wai hewn out of a rock, and rolled a stone unto the door of the 
aqiulchre. 

47 And Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of Joses, 
beheld where he was laid. 


BEr]:;ECTioH8 upoh Ma.bk xv. — And was our Saviour scourged? 
Yes ! That prophecy was fulfilled, The plowers plowed upon my 
beck ! they made hmf their furrows.” If our faith in Christ is 
sevhig and a^priatiiig wo can say, with wonder and with love, 

i 

' V. : — 


<<He was wounded for our transgresBions, he was bmised for onf 
iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and 1^ 
his stripes we are healed.” There ne’er was love like his I” Sbs 
submitl^ to be stripped of his raiment that our naked souls might 
be clothod and adorned with the garments of salvation. He snb- 
mitted to ignominy, shame, and scorn that we xnkht receive unfbding 
honours, and enjoy the glories of heaven, ne’er was love 

like this!” He was naUed to a cross that we might receive a throne. 
He bore the ourse that we might inherit the blessinf • He died 
encompassed with the frowns of justice that we might live fbr ever, 
encompassed with his Father’s smiles. Surdly, there ne’er was love 
like tms ; it passeth knowledge ! ” 


PRAYER. 

D ivine and gracious Lord God, thou hast most mercifully 
revealed thyself as a God of love. Such manifestations 
hast thou given of thy love, as to remove the overwhelming 
terrors of t% justice, and thus to enoourage the guilty sinner 
to approach thy throne, and look for mercy through the merit 
of thy well-beloved Son. For scarcely for a righteous man will 
one die; yet peradventure fbr a good man would some evem 
dare to die. But God commended his love toward us, in that 
while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. Amaidn^ 
goodness I — ^incomprehensible love I O may onr hearts with 
giutitude adore thy matchless grace I And may we never 
more yield ourselves to sin, or wear its cruel and degrading 
fetters. • 

O thou Lamb of God, thou second Person of the adorable 
Trinity, wc praise thee for the rich displays of thy love given 
during all the days of thy humble life, but more csp^ially at 
thy death, and when suspended to the accursed tree. There was 
no eye to pity, hut thine eye pitied ; and there was no hand to 
help, but thy hand did work out our deliverance. Thousands 
of gold and silver, the cattle upon a thousand hills, even a 
sacrifice of angels themselves could not have made atonement 
for our guilt or have pui'chased our redemption. Gtems and 
costly jewels were insufficient to purchase peace for our souls ; 
yea, a thousand worlds were too poor to purchase our redemp- 
tion. But thou, Immanuel, God with us, didst pay a ransom 
infinitely sufficient. Thy blood, of inconceivable value, thou 
didst shed for traitors rebellious and vile. 

Holy Spirit, may the remembrance of the love of Christ 
enkinme a flame of sacred love in our hearts that shall never 
bo extinguished ; and may the remembrance of the sufferings 
he endured for sin, fill our souls with that penitential grief for 
sin which will never subside. Seeing that Jesus was crucified 
for sin, may our sins be crucified; seeing that Jesus died for 
sin, may we die unto sin and live unto righteousness. 

Open the eyes of the young members of our family to see that 
sin is the greatest evil, and the evil from which ail other evils 
flow. Suffer them not to imagine that it is a light mailer to sin 
against a holy and just God, sedng that the wrath of God fell 
on his only Son, on account of the sins of men. 

May the fame of Christ’s death soon overspread the earth. 
Raise up multitudes of faithful ministers in every land, who 
shall pr(Maim the wonders of the cross of Christ. Ever may 
the person, the offices, the work, the rigbt^usnesa, and the 
death of Jesus, occupy a pre-eminent pla^ in the sermons of 
those who profess to he the jpests of Zion’s King. May 
the preaching of Christ and his cross be to us, the wisdom 
of God and the power of Qod. May we look upon the oross 
as the tree of life, bearing the rich and reireahing firuita of 
salvation. 

We thank a gracious Providence fbr the ocntiniiance of oiou^. 
temp<^ and spiritual blessings during the past dar, 
commit ourselves with filial oomdence to hia cam wk 
May he accept of ua merdfolly in Christ, our Med£s^ m 
Low. Amen. 



■?, 


taSNTH WEEK.— TUESDAY MORNINU. 


VAl^tni AKO COMfOBV OF TBS •OSIPTTTBSB. 

OMdU i W r. PmrtA. Mttmm . (hnum. & h. 

1 T ADENwlti>giillt,8&dfti]loffean 

I fly to ihe6> my Lord, 

.dad not « g^pM of hope appeon, 

But in thy irriiten iroid. 

2 The Tolnme of mv Eather't grace 

Doea aU my griefi! aaraage ; 

Hon I beh<da my Saviour’s &oe 
Atmoat in every page. 

8 This is the judge that ends the atrife, 

Where wit and reason foil ; 

ICy guide to everlasting life, 

Through all this gloomy vale. Waits, 119, S. //. 


EXODUS V. 

The Oppreanon cf the Jaraditee. 

A ND afterwards Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pha- 
raoh, Thus saith the Lonn God of Israel, Let my people 
go, that thcw may hold a feast unto me in the wUdcmess. 

3 And Pharaoh said. Who is the Loan, that I should obey 
his voice to let Israel go? I know not the Loan, neither will 
I let Israel go. 

8 And they said. The God of the Hebrews hath met with 
us : let ns go, we pray thee, three days’ journey into the desert, 
and sacrifice unto the Loan our God ; lest he fall upon lu with 
pestilence, or with the sword. 

4 And the king of Egypt said unto them. Wherefore do ye, 
Moses and Aaron, let the people from their works ? get you 
unto your burdens. 

5 'And Pharaoh said. Behold the people of the land now 
are many, and ye make them rest from their burdens. 

6 And Pharaoh commanded the same day the taskmasters 
of the people, and their officers, saying, 

7 Ye shall no more give the people straw to make brick, as 
heretofore : let them go and gather straw for themselves. 

9 Let there more work be laid upon the men, that they 
may labour therein ; and let them not regard vain words. 

10 And the taskmasters of the people went out, and their 
officera, and they spake to the people, saying. Thus saith 
Pharaoh, I will not give you straw. 

18 And the taskmasters hasted them, saying. Fulfil your 
works, your daily tasks, as when there was straw. 

14 And the officers of the children of Israel, which 
Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over them, were beaten, and 
demanded. Wherefore have ye not fulfilled your task in 
making brick both yesterday and to day, as heretofore ? 

15 Then the officers of the children of Israel came and 
cried unto Pharaoh, saying, Wherefore dealest thou thus with 
thy servants? 

17 But he said. Ye are idle, ye are idle : therefore yc say. 
Let us go oiuf do sacrifice to the Lord. 

18 Go therefore now, entf work ; for there shall no straw 
be given you, yet shall ye deliver the tale of bricks. 

19 And the officers of the children of Israel did see that 
they were in evil cose, after it was said. Ye shall not miuish 
tyayht from your bricks of your daily task. 

30 And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the way, 
as they came forth from Pharaoh : 

21 And they said unto them. The Lord look upon you, 
and judge ; because ye have made our savour to be abhorred 
in the d? Phaeaoh, and in the eyes of his servants, to put 
a sw<nd in ‘ifoeir hand to slay us. 

22 And Hoses returned unto the Loan, and said. Lord, 

Fherefotel^t lAou so evil entreated this pe(^e? why is it 
that sent me? 

28 heme to TInraph to speak in thy name, he 

hath dtaie pepfde; neititer hast then delivered thy 


BwLSscTiOKa T7POH ExoBtrg T. — It is God who places kings upon 
their thrones, and invests them with greatness, mtjesty, and power. 

Yet how affecting the truth, that so few kings know and love and 
adore that Jehovah, who is the source of all their authority, and before 
whom they must at last appear, as Judge of all! The greatest orna- 
ment, and the most distinguishing honour of kings and rulers, is 
mercy. But what monsters they appear, and what desolating curses 
they prove, when their government is stained by cruelty and blood. 

0 what a contrast the throne and government of Jesus, when 
compared with the throne and rule of tyrannical princes, who have 
rendered themselves tho heartless scourges of tho race of man ! Thus 
tho sweet singer of Israel proclaims the unequalled excellence of that 
government Christ exercises, and that throne he fills ; ''Justice and 
judgment ore the habitation of his throne, mercy and tnith go before 
his face.*^ 

PRAYER. 

0 LORD our God, wo draw near to thee as a family, this 
morning, with the voice of thanksgiving and praise. We 
offer up the tribute of gratitude to thy throne, for the pro- 
tection thy kind providence has afforded during the night; 
and we are encouraged to pray that thy special grace may 
guide us in the various duties of the day. May thy merciful 
hand be near us this day, thy kind hand, by which we have so j 
often been comforted in times that arc past. And may this 
hand continue to lead, supply, and protect us, all oiu* journey 
through. 

We adore thcc. Father, Son, and Holy Gliost, os the ruler 
of the universe, and wc repose with confidence in the wisdom, 
justice, and mercy of thy government. The Lord reigneth; 
let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles thereof bo 
glad. What reason have wc to sing for joy, that tliough clouds 
and darkness are rotmd about thee, righteousness and judg- 
ment are the habitation of thy throne 1 

We mourn, blessed Jesus, over tlic ignorance of thy name, 
thy Person, and thy salvation, which prevails upon tho face of 
the earth. Deliver us as a family fh)m that ignorance. 

Make onr children savingly acquainted with thee^ as their 
mighty deliverer from the ponwr of sin, Satan, the world, 
and death, God forbid that they should fall into the sin qf 
despising Christ and neglecting his salvation. 

Deliver the inhabitants of our nation from a spirit of 
infidclify and profanation. Suffer them not to do despite 
unto tlic Spirit of grace. Many follow the example of 
Pharaoh, and say, Who is the Lord, that I should obey his 
voice? Preserve us from a sin so daring, presumptuous, and 
destructive. 

Teach us to look on sin, Satan, and particularly our own 
lusts and corruptions, as cruel taskmasters, more tyrannical 
and severe than the taskmasters of Egypt. We have served 
our sins too long ; wc have offended thee, we have injured 
others by our sinful example, and we have exposed our souls 
to the most imminent danger. We, therefore, earnestly uray 
for deliverance from our spiritual taskmasters. Teach all of 
us to see that the wages of sin is death. W c are convinced 
that wc have plucked no satisfying fruit from the trees of sin ; 
wo would, therefore, long for sanctified and renewed hearts. 
Blessed Jesus, may wc as a family, and all the families Avith j 
which we are connected, become thy servants. May we be 
delivered from the bondage of the law, as a broken covenant 
of works, and may we take upon us tby yoke, which is easy, 
and thy burden, which is light. Rule over us, O Jesus. Rule . 
over our understandings, by filling them with heavenlv wisdom; 
rule over our wills, by making them obedient to thy laws; and 
rule over our affections, by fiUine fhem with thy love. Mato 
our souls thy uBCxei temnles, and the members of our bodies 
ready instruments of xignteousness. May our ofifenoes be for- 
given and our prayers accepted, through Jesut, our Mediator 
and Redeemers Amen* 
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TENTH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


Christ’s bxsu&bection. 

CkuUrNiw. Feveraham* Soiter JJynm* » >«• 

1 P HEIST, the Lord, is risen to day ! 

^ Sons of men, and angels, say ! 

Baiso your joys and triumphs high ! 

Sing, ye heavens,— and, earth, reply. 

2 Love’s redeeming work is done, — 

Fought the fight, tlie battle won : 

I Lo ! the sun’s eclipse is o’er : 

Lo ! he sets in blood no more. 

8 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal, 

Christ has burst the gates of hell ! 

Death in vain forbids his rise, 

Christ hath opened paradise. Ajion. 

MARK XVI. 

ChriaVa JUawn'ection and Aacenaion. 

A ND when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and 
Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet 
apices, that they might come and anoint him. 

2 And very early in the moniing the first day of the week, 
they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun. 

3 And they said among themselves, Who sliall roll us away 
the stone from the door of the sepulchre ? 

4 And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled 
away : for it was very great. 

6 And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man 
sitting on the right side, clothed in a long m hite garment ; 
and they were affrighted. 

G And he saith unto them. Be not affrighted: Ye seek 
Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified : he is risen ; he is 
not here : behold the place where they laid him. 

7 But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he 
goeth before you into Galilee : there shall ye see him, as he 
said unto you. 

8 And they went out quickly, and fled from the sepulchre ; 
for they trembled and were amazed : neither said they any 
thing to any man ; for they were afraid. 

9 Now when Jeatis was risen early the first day of the week, 
he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had 
cast seven devils. 

10 And she went and told them that had been with him, as 
they mourned and wept. 

11 And they, when they had heard that he was alive, and 
had been seen of her, believed not. 

12 After that he appeared in another form unto two of 
them, as they walked, and went into the country. 

18 And they went and told it unto the residue: neither 
believed they them. 

14 Afterward he appeared imto the eleven as they sat at 
meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and hai^ess of 
heart, because they believed not them which had seen him 
after he was risen. 

16 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. 

16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ; but he 
that believeth not shall be condemned. 

17 And these signs shaU follow them that believe; In my 
name shall they cast out devils ; they shall speak with new 
tongues; 

18 Th^ shall take up serpents ; and if they drink any 
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them ; they shall lay hands on 
she sick, ana th^ diall recover. 

19 So then aror the Lord had spoken unto them, he was 
reemved up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 

20 And fliey went forth, and preached every where, the 
Lord working with ihtm, and oonfirming the word with signs 
following. Amen. 
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KxruBoxioirB ttpoit svi. — The Jewish Babbaib Is gone, and 

all earthly Sabbaths shall pass away for ever. But there is a Sabbath 

A. — I 1 - 3 -- . - . - 


grave of Jesus on a Sabbat morning to see a dead Saviour ; we ooma 
to the holy sanctuary on the Sabbath-day to sedk a living Saviour, 
and pay our homage at his foet. Jesus was death’s pnsouer, but 
when he conmleted the payment of our debt he became death’s 
conqueror. Then that illustrious prophecy received a glorious 
accomplishment: ‘*0 death! I will be thy plagues; 0 grave! I' 
will be thy destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine eyes.” 
He has now come from prison and from judgment^ and the blessed 
resurrection of the myriLls of redeemed saints at ftie last day shall 
frimish a glorious demonstration of the greatness of his victory over 
tho last enemy, and of the boundless merit and efficacy of his 
atonement. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, praise waiteth for thee in Zion; and 
unto thee shall the vow be performed. O thou that hearest 
I prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come. Unto thee, O Lord, 
as a family we come ; and though thou art arrayed in terrible 
majesty, we rejoice we can come with safety om acceptance, 
through Christ. 

O Lord, iniquities prevail against us ; as for our transgres* 
sions, purge them away. Iniquities of the heart, of the con- 
versation, and of the conduct, prevail i^inst us ; iniqmties of 
omission and sins of commission prevail against us. Through 
the peacc-speaking blood of J esus, purge them all away. Wash 
us in the laver of a Redeemer’s righteousness; then we shall 
he justified from all things, from which we can never be jus- 
tified by the law of Moses. Praise to our God, that thoup^h 
our sins are as scaidet, thou art willing to make them as white 
as snow ; and that, though they arc r^ like crimson, thou art 
willing to make them as wool. 

Teach the younger members of our family to become 
humble supplicants at the throne of grace, and seek forgive* 
ness through our Saviour^ s blood. In their early days, may 
they become the disciples of Jesus, and be humUe penitents 
at his feet. 

We thank our heavenly Father that we have been preserved 
duiing the duties, temptations, and difficulties of the day, and 
that we arc now permitted to bow before^the throne of grace. 
Let the guilt of the day be washed away by the merit rf our 
Saviour’s righteousness. In the exercise of faith and confidence 
in God, we would commit ourselves to thy protecting care and 
kindness. As the child reposes on the parent’s bosom, so wc 
would cast ourselves for time and eternity into the everlasting 
arms of a gracious God. 

Savingly impress on our minds what we have now read from 
the volume of eternal truth. May thy Word prove to our aotda 
a nail fastened in a sure place by the Master of assemblies. 
May we not only admire, but imitate the love of the pious 
women, who attended early at the Saviour’s toml^ and eamestly 
sought their Lord. Early in the morning they oommeneed 
their search, and early in the morning may we afmroach the 
throne of grace. How few of us can say with David, My 
crying prevented the dawninf; the day I Like him, may we 
say, and resolve in the exerase of a lively frith, O Lenta our 
God, early will we seek thee. 

As an^ take so dera an interest in that salvatira of wliicji 
they never stood in nee^ may Chriat, his cross, and Ids 
be all our salvation, and all our desire. We raoioe Jestui ! 
rose triumphant from the grave, as ihe first-friudfr of 
sleen. Mayour ^vesprcwe abedofres^andontim iiiMi^^ 
of the resurrection may we rise to meet Hhe Lord ifr 


and then be with him for ever. Hw our prsyeiv : 
sake. Amen. 



TENTH WEEK.— WEDNESDA-Y MORNING. 


m OIUBATUBSS OF GOO. 


Amirfiimm, JSetkmU New, JBntish, c. h. 

1 T 0170 aa I live I ’ll bless thy name, 

My Eingi my God of lovo ; 

- My work and joy shall bo the same 
In the bright world above. 

2 Great is the Lord, his power unknown, 

dind let his praise be great; 

I ’ll sing the honours of thy throne, 

Thy works of grace repeat. 

3 Thv grace shall dwell u^n my tongue ; 

And while my lips rejoice, 

The men that hear my sacred song 
Shall join their cheerM voice. 

-ir VI -I -1-1 .,.1. LLIUU L. I Watts, Pt, 1 45, p, 2, 

EXODUS VI. 

, Ommimen to Moh$ enforced hy the wme Jeihwalk, 
npHEN the Loan said unto Moses, Now slialt thou sec what 
I will do to Pharaoh : for with a strong hand shall he let 
them g 0 | and with a strong hand shall he drive them out of his 
land. 

2 And Gk)d spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am the 
Loan : 

3 And I appeared unto Abraham, imto Isaac, and unto Jacob, 
by the ftame of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH 
was I not known to them. 

4 And I have also established my covenant with them, to give 
tlicm the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein 
they were strangers. 

5 And I have also heard the groaning of the children of 
Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have 
remembered my covenant. 

6 Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the Loan, 
and I will brii^ you out from under the burdens of the Egyp- 
tians, ^d I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem 
you with a stretched-out arm, and with great judgments : 

7 And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be 
to you a God : and yc shall know that I am the Loai) your 
God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians. 

8 And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the 
which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob; and I will give it you for an heritage : I am the Lord. 

9 And Moses spake so unto the children of Israel : but they 
hearkened not unto Moses for anguish of spirit, and for cruel 
bondage. 

10 And the Lord spake unto Moses, simng, 

11 Go in, speak unto Pharaoh king or Egypt, that he let 
the children of Israel go out of his land. 

12 And Moses spake before the Lord, saying. Behold, the 
children of Israel have not hearkened unto me ; how then shall 
Pharaoh hear me, who am of uncircuracised lips ? 

13 And the Lord spake unto Moses end unto Aaron, and 
gave them a charge unto the children of Israel, and unto Pha- 
raoh kiim of Egypt, to bring the children of Israel out of the 
laud of Egypt 

26 These are that Aaron, and Moses, to whom the Lord 
said, Bring out the children of Israel from the land of Egypt 
according to Gieir armies. 

27^ are thw which spake to Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
to liHiur out the children of luael from Egypt ; these are that 
UommAAoixm. 

26 And it eaiM to pass, on the day when the Lord spake 
iihito iSus land of Egypt, 

22 Tlmt Moses, saying, I am the 

^ Ihoii Ph^ king of Egypt w that I say 


80 And Moses said before the Lord, Behold, I am of undr* 
cumcised lips, and how shall Pharaoh hearken unto me ? 

Ektlectiors toon Exodus vi. — Great is our King Jesus, who can 
instantly annihilate the power and the glory of earthly kings, and lay 
their honour in the dust, or compel thorn, notwithstanding the hostile 
enmity of their hearts, to become his involuntary agents in accom- 
plishing his sovereign purposes, for the honour of hk name, and for 
the help and deliverance of his Church ! Verj" dear to Christ are his 
^ints. He has made with them an everlasting covenant, well-ordexod 
in all things and suro ; he hears their groanings and their prayers ; 
he comes to their relief; he pities them as a father pities his oh^mn ; 
he knowoth their feeble frame, that they are but dust, therefore he 
takes them up in his arms, and lays them in the bosom of his love. 
He sees all their tribulations, ho knows all their afflictions, and ho 
will deliver them out of them all. Ho will lead them safely through 
all the dangers of the wilderness of this world, and bring them at 
last to their happy, heavenly homo ! 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD, thou art Israel’s God, terrible to thiue enemies, 
^ and to the enemies of thy Church. Thy hand is strong, 
thy hand is almighty. With tliy strong hand thou didst puniim 
the proud king of Egypt, and compel him to set thy people 
free. Mercifully employ the strong arm of tliy grace, and 
accomplish our spiritual freedom. Deliver us from our lusts, 
our passions, our prejudices, our guilt, the allurements of the 
world, and the snares of Satan. 

Blessed Jesus, with a strong hand thou didst work out the 
salvation of thy people on (Calvary’s cross. May we believe 
that there was a more wonderful act of power performed when 
thou didst expire on the accui*8ed tree, than when thou didst call 
into existence the universe. By tby Spirit may we be taught 
the true import of these blessed words of an expiring Saviour : 
It is finished 1 Teach us to glory in the cross of Clirist. 0 that 
we could exclaim with believing and admiring hearts, when we 
survey the wondrous cross on which our Saviour died, we count 
all things as loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ ! 

Exert thy great and strong hand in the salvation of our 
children. May thy powerful hand preserve them from tempta* 
tion, may thy wise hand lead them all their journey through, 
and may thy merciful hand at last convey them to heaven. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in thy name Jehovah, which thou 
didst first make known to thy servant Moses. May we rejoice 
in all the essential excellences of thy nature included in that 
name, and that all these excellences are glorified in Christ. 
Lord, teach us to meditate with delight on thy being, person- 
ality, perfection, and covenant. 

God of all grace, mercifiilly make thv covenant with each 
member of this family. If any of us nave been taken into 
covenant with thee, we would say as David did : It is all our 
salvation, and all our desire. If there are any among us not 
yet brought into covenant with thee, may thev now approve of 
the plan of salvation through our Saviour’s blood, and receive 
the blessings of his purchase on the free and liberal terms of 
gospel-gracc. As thou didst graciously take off the burdens of 
the Israelites, remove from us the burden of sin, of guilt, and of 
bondage, and may we all receive the liberty of the sems of God. 

Thou didst hear and pity the groaning of the ohilcton of 
Israel ; mercifully hear the groanings and pity the suffeniigs of 
all the sons and daughters of affliction. Pour out upon them a 
spirit of prayer, and fulfil in their experience and in ours, when 
the night of affliction overtakes us, that promise, He will regard 
the prayers of the destitute, and not despise their prayer. 

We ttiaak thee for thy guardian care and protection through 


hear our prayers, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 


TENTH WEEK.- WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


WAT OP HOLINSSB DESIRED. 
Mount ColoQ/ry, Qnebee, Ann^t, 

1 T OBD God, omnipotent to bless, 
" My supplication hear ; 

Guardian of Jacob, hoar my roice, 

Incline thy gracious ear. 

2 If I have never yet begun 

To tread the sacred road, 

0 teach niy wandering feet the way 
To Zion’s blest abode ! 

3 Or, if I ’in travelling in the path. 

Assist me with thy strength. 

And lot mo swift advances make, 

And reach thine heaven at length ! 


LUKE I. 

'i7i€ Birth of John aunovmccd to ZachaHaa. 

T here was m the days of Herod, the king of Judica, a 
certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia : and 
his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name tvas 
Elisabeth. 

6 And they were both righteous before God, walking in all 
the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. 

7 And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, 
and they both were nov) well stricken in yeai*s. 

8 And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest’s 
office before God in the order of iiis course, 

9 According to the custom of the priest’s office, his lot was 
to bum incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. 

10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying 
without at the time of incense. 

II And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord 
standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 

12 And when Zacharias saw Aim, he was troubled, and fear 
fell upon him. 

18 But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias : for 
thy prayer is heard ; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a 
son, and thou shalt call his name John. 

14 And thou shalt have joy and gladness ; and many shall 
rejoice at his birth. 

15 For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall 
drink neither wine nor strong drink ; and lie shall be filled with 
the Holy Ghost, even from liis rnotlier’s womb. 

16 And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the 
Lord their God. 

17 And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of 
Elias, to turn the hearts of the fatliers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just ; to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord, 

18 And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know 
this ? for I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years. 

19 And the angel answering, said unto him, I am Gabriel, 
that stand in the presence of God ; and am sent to speaR unto 
thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings. 

20 And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, 
until the day that these things shall be performed, because thou 
believest not my words, which shall be fulfdled in their season. 

21 And the people waited for 25acharia8, and marvelled that 
be tarried so long in the temple. 

%% And when he came out, he could not speak unto them : 
sod they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple : for 
he beckoned imto them, and remained speechless. 

28 And it came to paM, that as soon as the days of his 
mmiftratum were accomplished, he departed to his own house. 

BmusonoKB uroir Lmts i. — Zacharioi is a name which 

Uie ^^Bemembronce of God,’’ and this is justly applicable to an saints : 


they live in God’s loving remembrance. Is Jesus in oUr daily, 
believing remembrance? — ^this is a satisiymg evidence that wo are 
living in his remembrance, and that we have a plope in his heart, 
from which we shall never be removed— no, never] When husbands 
! and wives are beautified with holiness, and when Divine love resins 
in their heart, their relationship is on emblem of the blessed umon 
of Christ and his Chnroh, and their lives form an epitome of heavenly 
I joys. In far distant ages, the Church received the prophecy of the 
appearance of John, the forerunner of Jesus; at last, the time 
arrived when the fulfilment took place. Let us then rejoice in the 
love and foitlifulness of a promising God. Unbdief grieves the Spirit $ 
let us then lay hold of the promises, implicitly believe them, and 
rely with confidence on the immutable faithfulness of God for tlicir 
accomplishment. 

PRAYER. 

0 MERCIFUL God, breathe upon us the Holy Ghost, while 
we approach thy throne, and endeavour to offer up as a 
family our evening prayer. By thy Spirit may we pray with 
heartfelt sincerity, with lively faith, and devotional reverence. 
Adorable Jehovah, triune Divinity, we would escribe to thee, 
through Jesus, our Mediator and Saviour, the glory due to thy 
name. We give unto thee glory and strength. May we wor- 
ship thee in the beauty of holiness. 

May the mercies which have attended us this day excite our 
gratitude and praise. Thou hast continued with us temporal 
blessings, which in their nature are perishing; O enrich us 
with spiritual blessings, which shall endure for ever. 

While wo are surrounded on our beds with the dark shades 
of night, may we ho encompassed with the arras of thy special 
proridenco and grace. If agreeable to thy will, may we awake 
in safety and peace on the morning of the approaching day; and 
after the long night of death may we awake, jon the morning of 
the resurrection, amid the rapturous songs of angels, who shall 
fill the train of the descending Judge. 

Bless to us what wc have now read from thy holy Word; 
and may wc derive instruction from the history of what imme- 
diately preceded the birth of John, the forerunner of our Loid. 
Like Zacharias and Elisabeth, may all the members and the 
connexions of our family be righteous before God, walking in 
all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. 
We pray not for earthly riches and honours, but we pray for 
the treasures of grace, conformity to the image of Christ, 
usefulness in thy Church, and the well-grounded hopes of a 
glorious immortality beyond the grave. 

Give to our dear children love to thy law. Convince them 
by thy Spirit how much they need thy precepts to guide their 
steps. May they show an early attachment to thine ordinances^ 
and begin that regular and devout observance of them which 
shall continue to the close of life. 

Blessed Jesus, we have now read of incense which was burnt 
in the ancient temple, and we would look upon it as typical of 
the incense of thy merit, by which the services of thy people 
are accepted and their prayers answered. *We woula How 
receive thee as our Intercessor : we wcfuld commit our souls 
into thy hand, relying on the eflScacy of thine atonement and 
intercession alone for our acceptance with God, 

We thank God that angels have been comforters to thy 
Church. Give thine angels charge over us to keep us in all thy 
ways. May we bear some resemblance to the holiness of John, 
may we be washed and sanctified in the name of the Lord J‘esus, 
and by the Spirit of our God. Like him may vte be filled with 


May we take warmng from the conduct of Zacbrnrii#, iSxf 
servant, and beware of a doubting and unbdieviiif 
Lord, hear the breathings of our souls, asd fimve 
for Jesus our Redeemer’s sake. Amen. 


TENTH WEEK.— THUESDAY MOENING. 


KS&TIKa TBS BXABT. 

SMirook* Cfm»m OS&opeJ. Walmil. 

1 T ObD ! filled a beam it heavenly day 
" To melt thifi stubboni stone away; 
Now thaw, with ray» of love divine, 
This heart^this frozen heart of mine* 

2 0 breath of life, breathe on*my soul, 

On me let streama of mercy roll : 

Now thaw, with rays of love divine, 
This heart^thifi frozen heart of mine. 


Anoh. 


EXODUS VII. 

Mo$e$ mcouraged to go in to Pluiraoh, 

k ND the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 
9 When Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying, Shew a 
miracle for you : then thou shalt say unto Aaron, Take thy 
rod, and cast it before Pharaoh, and it shall become a serpeiit. 

10 And Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and they 
did BO as the Lord had commanded : and Aaron cast down his 
rod before Pharaoh, and before his servants, and it became a 
serpent. 

11 Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: 
now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with 
their enchantments. 

12 For they cast down every man his rod, and they became 
serpents ; but Aaron^s rod swallowed up their rods. 

13 And he liardened Pharaoh’s heart, that he hearkened not 
unto them ; as the Lord had said. 

14 And the Lord said unto Moses, Pharaoh’s heart is 
hardened, he refuseth to let the people go. 

16 Get thee unto Pharaoh in the morning; lo, he goeth 
out unto the water ; and thou shalt stand by tlic river’s brink 
against he come ; and the rod which was turned to a serpent 
shalt thou talce in thine hand. 

16 And thou* shalt say unto him. The Lord God of the 
Hebrews hath sent me unto thee, saying, Let my people go, 
that they may serve me in the wilderness; and, behold, 
hitherto thou wouldest not hear. 

1 7 Thus saith the Lord, In this thou shalt know that 1 am 
the Lord : behold, I Avill smite with the rod that is in mine 
hand upon the waters which are in the river, and they shall be 
turned to blood. 

18 Aild the fish that is in the river shall die, and the river 
shall stink; and the Egyptians sliall loathe to drink of the 
water of the river. 

19 And the Lord spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Take 
thy rod, and stretch out thine hand upon the waters of Egypt, 
upon their streams, upon their rivers, and upon their ponds, 
i\nd upon all their pools of water, that they may become 
blood ; and that there may be blood throughout all the land 
of Egypt, both in vessels of wood, and in vessels of stone. 

20 And Moses and Aaron did so, as the Lord commanded; 
and he lifted up the rod, and smote the waters that were in the 
river, in the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his servants ; 
and all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood, 

21 And the fish that was in the river died ; and the river 
stank, and the Egyptians could not drink of the water of the 
river; and there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. 

22 And the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchant- 
ments i and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, neither did he 
hearken unto them ; as the Lord had said. 


BisftiXornMsrs dtor Bxodds vn.— If Jesus calls his aorvantfi lo fill 
the most in^rtiiiit oAoes, and to perform the most difficult duties, 
ha qualifies by hfe Spirit for the performance of every duty, 
and fer the atmnotmdng of every difficulty. He strenuous the 
weak handSi and tb tibam who are of a fearful heart, Be strong, 
fear ml 4m Muidoiu are Satan’s ^at agency 

fer bppodfig truth, aadhyunulp the Cfeuroh of Christ. The wisdom 


of the great Head of the Church renders abortive all Satan’s crafty 
schemes, and the almighty power of Zion’s King defeats all his 
efforts. Miracles may convince and astonish, but con never convert, 
change, and melt the hardened heart of man. This only con bo 
effected by the Divine power of the Holy Spirit. Let the hardness 
of Pharaoh’s heart remmd us of our own, and may our applications 
to the throne of grace be constant and fervent, tliat the hardness of 
our hearts may be removed, and that tliey may bo made suaoeptiblo 
of every Divine emotion, affection, and desire. Wo should over stand 
in awe of God, as a God of justice and of power, who can instantly 
change earthly comforts into the greatest eartUy calamities. To 
oppose God is the greatest folly, os well us the greatest wickedness; 
but to do his will the greatest wisdom, and tho aooompanimont of 
the richest blessings. 




PEAYER. 

OST merciful and most mighty Jehovah, thou art a 
spirit, and they who w’orship thee should worship thee 
in spirit and in truth. Thou art the fountain of all perfection; 
the wisdom, righteousness, and holiness wliich adorn angels ox 
men, are streams of blessedness which flow from thee, the 
inexhaustible source of goodness. Lord, mercifully enlighten 
our understanding with Divine wisdom, array us in tho robe oi 
righteousness, and clothe us with the garments of salvation. 

We desire at this time to present our morning prayer with 
reverence and godly fear, and in exercise of lively faith to 
apjiroach the mercy-scat. Ever may wc draw near to a holy 
and a heart-searching God, under a deep sense of the glorious 
majesty of the Most High, and a humbling view of our own 
sinfulness, insignificance, and guilt. What reason have^ we as 
a family, a congregation, a neighbourhood, and a nation, to 
acknowledge and confess that we are a sinful people, laden 
with iniquity, a seed of cidl doers, cliildren that arc corrupters; 
we have forsaken the Lord, wc have provoked the Holy One 
of Israel to anger, wo have gone away backward. When we 
think what wo arc, what we have done, and what we deserve, 
we have reason to be astonished at thy boundless mercy and 
patience. 

We thank God for the rest of the last night. May all of 
us enjoy for ever the rest of heaven. We rejoice that a rest 
remaincth for the people of God. May we, and all ^ our 
relatives and friends, be admitted, through the all-prevailing 
righteousness of Christ, into the heavenly world, where the 
blessed rest from sin, temptation, and sorrow, and where the 
fellowship of God and the Lamb shall be for ever enjoyed. 

Bless to us the affecting account we have now read of the 
obstinacy, rebellion, and impenitence of Pharaoh. Lord, 
deliver us from hardness of heart. Suffer not our hearts to 
be hardened by unbelief, hypocrisy, carnality, or pride. O 



take away the stony heart out oi your _ 

you a heart of flesh. Lord, mercifully do as thou hast promiaed. 

Convince the children of our family of the natural depra- 
vity <f their hearts. Merciful Saviour, teach them to desire 
and to seek new hearts. IVarm their rmnds with love, to 
thyself, who art the chiefest among ten thousand, and alto- 
gether lovely. , „ ,, . 

Holy Spirit, we lay our souls ^d all our conuptioiu at thy 
feet, and we would earnestly implons the renovating and 
purifying influences of thy grace. No judgments, howver 
Mvere, no calamities, however alarming, can melt the hardem^ 
heart. We therefore earnestly supplicate thy grace, to melt 
our hardened hearta, to enlighten our benighted understand. 
in pi and to purify our corrupted affections. 

TlTe lift up our eyes to God for the answer of our prayen 
and the fti^veneaa o£ our ahw, only through the ment of ojir 
Lard and Saviour- Jeaua Christ. Amen. 

185 




TENTH WEEK.— THURSDAY BVHNIN», 


MlNItTET 07 ANGELS. 

Ddfce Newport, Chard, Im m. 

t TTIGH on a hill of dazzling light 

The King of glory spreads his seat, 

And troops of angels Btrc»tched for flight, 

Stand waiting round his awful feet. 

2 Gk), saith the Lord, mjr Gabriel, go, 

Salute the Virgin’s fruitful womb. 

Make haste, ye cherubs, down below, 

Sing and proclaim the Saviour come. 

3 Here a bright squadron leaves the skies, 

And thick around Elisha stands : 

Anon a heavenly soldier flies, 

And breaks the chains from Peter’s hands. 

Watts, IB, B, II, 

LUKE I. 

Oahrid ient to Mary. 

A nd in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from 
God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth. 

27 To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, 
of the house of David ; and the virgin’s name was Mary. 

28 And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou 
I that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee : hless^ art 
thou among women. 

29 And w'hen she saw him, she was troubled at his eoying, 
and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. 

80 And the angel said unto her. Fear not, Mary : for thou 
hast found favour with God. 

31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and 
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. 

32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the 
Highest : and the Lord God shah give unto him the tlirone 
of his fatlier David : 

33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; 
and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 

35 And the angel answered and said unto her. The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee : therefore also that holy thing which 
shall be bom of thee shall be called the Son of God. 

36 And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also con- 
mved a son in her old age ; and this is the sixth mouth with 
her who was called barren. 

87 For with God nothing shall bo impossible. 

88 And Mary said. Behold the handmaid of the Lord ; be 
it unto me according to thy w'ord. And the angel departed 
from her. 

89 And Mary arose in those days, and weiil; into the hill 
country with haste, into a city of J uda ; 

40 And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted 
Elisabeth. 

41 And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the 
salutation .of Mary, the Wbo leaped in her womb; and 
Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost : 

42 And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed 
art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 

43 And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord 
should come to me? 

44 For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded 
in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. 

45 And blessed is she that believed : for there shall be a 
jmfbnnance of those things which were told her from the 

BsEUNrrioirs troy LmKX i. — ^Angels arc God’s willing, active, and 
faithfhl servants ; like them, may it be our delight to' do the will of 
our Father in heaven. Even Gabriel felt himself in^tely honoured 
in being sent to Kary, the most blened of women, and destined 
to be the mother of the humanity of God’s eternal ^n. How amaz« 
ing the di&renoe betwixt Mary, living in seclusion and poverty in 


wicked Nazareth, and Mary in heaven ! where s^ cannot foil to be 
on object of the most honourable ond^ exalted intent to angels, 
throughout the ceaseless ages of etemi^. Who cim conceive the 
thonkfhlness and felicity of the mind of glorified Mary, when 
she looks upon the myri^ of glorified saints in heaven, redeemed 
and saved by her own Son after the flesh, — Jssus, the Ol^d bom, and 
the Son given ! Have we embraced Jesus as our Saviour ? Then 
the Holy Ghost who descended on Mary has descended on us, aud 
by his almighty power we have obtained the washing of regenera^ 
tion, and are in some measure oonformed to the Divine likeness. 


PRAYER. 

A DORABLE Redeemer, we acknowledge and praise thee as 
Immanuel, God with us. In tby personality thou art the 
Son of the Highest, and in thy nature and ]^rfections God over 
all, blessed for ever. Alb Mediator thou dost reign upon the 
throne of David; thy government shall continue over the 
liouse of Jacob for ever, and of thy kingdom there shall be 
no end. 

Wc thank our God for the blessings of providence we have 
enjoyed this day. We thank thee that we have not suffered 
hunger, or thirst, or nakedness, calamities we richly deaen^e. 
As the stream followed the Israelites in the desert, the stream 
of thy kind and gracious providence has followed us this day, 
and aJl our days. May the sins of the day be forgiven, through 
the peace-speaking blood of Christ. Keep us this night as the 
apple of thine eye. Give us the sleep of thy beloved. 

We earnestly pray that the dew of thy Spirit’s inflnence 
may accompany the sacred Word we have now read. Truly 
our eyes are blessed in being permitted to read the pages of 
j eternal truth, where glories far more wonderful shine than 
I those which sparkle in the starry sky. O may these heavenly 
pag(5s be the delight of our soul ; still may we see new beauties, 
and still increasing light from heaven. 

Teach our children to admire thy holy Word, and to take 
it for their cotinsellor in the dangerous path of youdh, like 
Timothy, may they love the Scriptures in their early days, and 
by their unerring light, as by a Divine star, may they be con^ 
ducted to the heavenly world. 

Mercifully bestow uiwn us the comforts of religion. When 
we are visited with bodily affliction, when we are alarmed by 
a sense of guilt, when we are laid upon the bed of approaching 
dissolution, when we are passing through death’s dark vale and 
contending with the last enemy, say unto us what the angel 
said to Mary : Fear not, for thou hast found favour with God. 
May every member of our family, and all the families with 
which we are connected, value thy favour above the favour of 
men, and earnestly pray that they may be admitted to its 
enjoyment. Thy favour is life; O extend to ns this favour. 
Thy loving-kindness is better than life ; enrich us with this 
loviug-kiudness. 

We adore thee. Holy Spirit, in that miraculous display of 
thy power given in the conception of the humanity of Christ. 
We implore an interest in thy regenerating power. Are thexe 
any members of our family whose minds have never expe- 
rienced thy renovating grace? O take them immediately 
under thy Divine management and care. May they be bom 
of the Spirit. Convince them of the absolute necessity of 
this change. Bring home this declaration of our Saviour to 
their hearts with power: Except a man be born i^gaiu, ha 
cannot enter the kingdom of Gm. God forbid that any of toi 
should be excluded I The time is fast approaching, when as s 
family we shall be dissolved by the ravag^ of death. O udake 
us the subjects of thy regenerating grace ; and then dioU we 
be united together in heaven by ties of celestial relationd^ 
that sh^ never be dissolved. 

Graciously accept eff our persons and prayers, for thiit . ik b^ 
of Jesus, thy Son and our Saviour. Ameti. 
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TENTH WEEK.~FEIDAY MOENING. 


Josnci AKD GOODNXI8S 09 OOP. 
(MMngkmd. (100). FMhuy. 

t BEAT Ood, my maker and my kins;, 
VJ Of theo I *11 speak, of thee I *ll sing ; 
AH thou hast done, and all thou dost, 
Bodare thee good, proclaim thee just. 

2 Thy ancient thoughts and firm decrees, 
Thy ihreatenings and thy promises, 

The joys of hearen, the pains of hell, 
What angds taste, what devils feci : 

3 While these excite my fear and joy, 
While these my tuneral lips employ; 
Accept, 0 Lord ! the humble song, 

The tribute of a trembling tongue. 


EXODUS VIII. 


Ueodokb. 


Plagwa brought on Egypt. 

fllHBN Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, Entreat 
JL the ItORP, that he may take away the frogs from me, and 
from my peoj^e ; and I will let the people go, that they may do 
sacrifice unto the Lord. 

12 And Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh : and 
Moses cried unto the Lord because of the frogs which he had 
brought against Pharaoh. 

13 And the Lord did according to the word of Moses ; and 
the frogs died out of the houses, out of the villages, and out of* 
the fields. 

14 And they gathered them together upon heaps : and the 
land stank. 

16 But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened 
his heart, and hearkened not unto them ; as the Lord had said. 

16 And the Lord said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch 
out thy rod, and smite the dust of the land, that it may become 
lice throughout all the land of Egypt. 

17 And they did so ; for Aaron stretched out his hand with 
his rod, and smote the dust of the earth, and it became lice in 
man, and in beast ; ^ the dust of the land became lice through- 
out all the land of Egypt. 

19 Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the finger 
of God : and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he hearkened 
not unto them ; as the Lord had said. 

20 And the Lord said unto Moses, Rise up early in the 
morning, and stand before Pharaoh ; lo, he cometh forth to the 
water ; and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Let my people 
go that they may serve me. 

21 Else, if thou wilt not let ray people go, behold, I will 
send swarms of flies upon thee, and upon thy servants, and 
^n thy people, and into thy houses : and the houses of the 
B^tians shall be full of sAvarms of flies, and also the ground 
whereon they are. 

24 And the Lord did so ; and there came a grievous swarm 
of flies into the house of Pharaoh, and into his servants' houses, 
and into all the land of Egypt : the land was corrupted by reason 
of the swarm flies. 

28 And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, that ye may sacri- 
fice to the Lord your God in the wilderness ; only ye shall not 
go very fer away ; entreat for me. 

29 And ISdoses said. Behold, I go out from thee, and I will 
entreat the L6bd that the swarms of flies may depart from 
Pharaoh, from liis servants, and from his people, to-morrow ; 
but let not Phaiaoh deal deceitfully any more in not letting 
the peoide m to saerificb to the Lord, 

W AudltCosei went out from Pharaoh, and entreated the 

81 And the JjQSLn did acKXurdiiig to the word of Moses ; and 
^ ^^tWPYed the mwaims ef flies from Pharacdi, from his scr- 
vsntij a^ from his peoj^e; there remained not onei 


82 And Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time also, neitlier 
would he let the people go. 

Refiecworb uroR Exodus vm. — Pharaoh saw the necessity of 
prayer, but was on utter stranger to the grace and spirit of prayor. 
it is well to have an interest in the prayers of righteous men; but 
oven this will be of little avail if we are not taught by the Spirit to 
pray for ourselves. In Egypt’s king we see the total insignmeanoe 
of the greatest power of the most mighty of earthly princes, com- 
pared with the amazing infiuonce of the believing prayers of a right- 
eous man. Bid Moses pray for his greatest enemy? Bid Jesus olFer 
up supplication# for those who nailed him to the accursed tree ? May 
wo imitate the example of Moses, and walk in the footsteps of Jesus, 
in praying for our most malignant adversaries, that Gk>d may extend 
to them mercy, forgiveness, and grace. Great were the outward 
calamities with which Pharaoh was visited ; but they were nothing 
compared with his inward spiritual calamity — his judicial hardness 
of heart. May onr hearts be mollified by grace ! 

^ REAT and merciful God, thou art infinitely glorious in thy 
judgments as Avell as in thy mercies : wo adore thee in 
thy righteous judgments inflicted upon ancient Egypt. Cruelly 
dia the inhabitants of that land treat thy chosen Israel, anH 
justly didst thou visit the enemies of thine afflicted Church with 
the thimder of thy vengeance. Thou didst triumph gloriously 
over them, and thy right-hand became glorious in power. 
Truly thou art the most blessed of friends, but thou art the 
most formidable of enemies. O Lord, teach us to stand in awe 
of thy justice and thy power. Amazing mercy I though we 
have often rushed like Pharaoh against the thick bosses of thy 
buckler — ^though we have hardened ourselves in many instances 
against thee — though we have provoked thine ire, we are still 
preserved, and the kind hand of thy grace is welcoming us to 
become partakers of the joy of thy salvation. 

May the beloved children of our family stand in awe of thee, 
0 Lord, and sin not. Suffer them not to follow the example 
of Pharaoh, by hardening their hearts against God. Apply to 
their minds this serious declaration : He that hardeneth his 
neck shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy. 

We would gratefully acknowledge thy kindness to us during 
the last night in preserving our lives, and restoring us to the 
light of another day, while, like others, we might have been 
numbered with the dead. Give us the blessing of thy guidance 
this day, that we may walk in thy fear, and the blessing of thy 
protection, that we may be preserved from temptation. 

Mercifully lay restraints upon our spiritoal enemies. As 
thou didst restrain Pharaoh, restrain the power and the malice 
of our spiritual foes, and suffer them not to have the dominion 
over us. We thank thee for restraining the enemies of thy 
church in these lands of our nativity. In past days the flames 
of persecution raged with alarming violence, but now in thy 
gracious providence wo are permitted in great peace to enjoy 
our gospel privileges under our oaati vine and under our own 
fig-tree, and none even attempting to make us afraid : for this 
wc bless thee. 

We praise thee for preserving thy people from the calamities 
which befel Egypt In many instances thousands have fallen 
down on the right-hand and on the left of thy children, while 
thou hast preserved them safe under the shadow of thy wings. 
May we as a family be for ever preserved by thy gracious power, 
and, when the journey of life is brought to a dose, may we 
become the inhabitants of thy peaceful heaven, where no lion 
is ever seen, and where no ravenous beast ever apjpears. 

Give us grace, like Moses and Aaron, to be bold m the service 
of our God. Op^y, yet wisely, may we ever acknowledge and 
c^ess our Saviour before men, rdoicing that he wiU confess 
us before angels and our Fatiber in heaven. Hear, answer, and 

forgive, for our dear Redeemer's sake. Amen. 
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TENTH WEEK.— FEIDAY EVENINO. 


THE VIEQIK MAKY^S 80N0. 

MNmp&an^. Rin^woM* Adriwon’#. Jtotkwell* t. tt. 

1 plUR Boiilfl shall magnify the Lord, 

” In God the Sayiour we rejoice; 

While we repeat the Yirgin^s song, 

May the same spirit tune our voice. 

2 nje Highest saw her low estate, 

And mighty things his hand hath done : 

His oversliadowing power and grace 
Makes her the Mother of his Son. 

3 Lot every nation call her blessed. 

And endless years prolong her fame ; . 

But God alone must bo adored ; 

Holy and reverend is his name. 

4 To those that fear and trust the Lord 
His mercy stands for ever sure; 

Fium ago to age his promise lives. 

And the performance is secure. 

5 He spake to Abraham and his seed. 

In thee shall all the earth be blessed ; 

The memory of that ancient word 

Lay long in his eternal breast. WA-rrs, (lo. fi. /. 

LUKE I. 

Mary's Song. 

A nd Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 

47 And my spirit hath rejoiced in Clod iny Saviour. 

4*8 For lie hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden; 
Car, behold, from henceforth all generations sludl call me 
blessed. 

49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great things ; 

I and holy is his name. 

50 And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation 
to generation. 

61 He hath shewed strength Avith his arm; he hath scat- 
tevei the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

62 He hath put down the mighty from iheir seats, and 
exalted them of low degree. 

53 He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the 
rich he hath sent empty away. 

64 He hath holpeu his servant Israel, in remembrance of 
his mercy ; 

65 As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed 
for ever. 

56 And Mary abode with her about three months, and 
returned to her own house. 

57 Now Elisabeth’s full time came that she should be 
delivered ; and she brought forth a son. 

58 And her neighbours and her cousins heard how the 
Lard had shewed great mercy upon her ; and they rejoiced 
with her. 

69 And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came 
to circumcise the child ; and they called him Zacharias, after 
the name of his father. 

60 And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he 
shall be called John. 

61 And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred 
that is called by this name. 

62 And they made signs to his father, how he would have 
him called. 

68 ^d he asked for a writing table, and wrote, saying. His 
lUune is John. And they marvelled all. 

64 And his mouth was opened immediately, and his temgue 
loosed, and he spake, and praised Ood. 

I.— Our mercies are sanctified when they 
Arih the thaj^vmgs of 

May the spfmt which animated Mary animate ns; like her may wo 
188 ^ * 


be clothed with humility. May the God of salvation fill the throsi 
of our affections; and may we possess that joy which passeth all 
understanding, and which flows ftom Jesus, the overflowing Fonntais 
of purity, blessednoss, and peace. Like her may we adore the power 
and sovereignty of God, who inflicts the greatest judgments on 
impenitent kings, while he exalts his saints from the depths of 
earthly poverty, seclusion, and suffering, to the lofty heists of 
celestial honour and glory. What an instructive contrast !— rich 
Dives in Tophet, without ono drop of water to cool his tongue, and 
poor Lazarus in heaven, leaning on Abraham’s bosom, amid the 
splondours of the New Jerusalem ! May grace be out portion here, 
and glory our inheritonoo hereafter. Amen. 

PRAYEE. 

^ OD of grace and Father of mercies, thy mercy is not 
temporary and changing, like the compassion of men ; it 
is on them that fear thee from generation to generation. Thine 
arm is not only strong to defend thy humble cluldren, but it 
is powerful to scatter the proud in the imagination of their 
heart. With what ease and with what justice thou hsst put 
down the mighty from their seats of eminence ! and with 
what sovereignty thou hast exalted them of low degree I In 
thy compassion thou hast filled the hungry with good things, 
wliile the rich, for the pride of their hearts, thou hast bont 
empty away. 

We have, great reason to humble ourselves in the dust, that 
wc have been so little affected with the glory of thy majesty, 
thy sovereignty, tliy justice, and thy grace. Such is the iiard- 
ness of our hearts, that wc have been too little deterred from 
sin by thy justice, and too little allured to holiness bv thy 
grace. We lay our depraved hearts at thy feet, and BU|iplicate 
a renovating change; we laj^ our grievous and aggravated 
oflemjes at thy feet, and supplicate pardon. 

Gracioply bestow on us, as a family, the joys of religion. 
With Mary may we he taught thus to acknowledge and praise 
thee : Our soul doth magnify the Lord, and our spirit hath 
rejoiced in God our Saviour. While the men of the world 
rejoice in their treasures, may we rejoice in the treasures of 
salvation ; while they rejoice in the abundance of their corn, 
udne, and oil, may we rtgoice in thy nerfections, and in re- 
demption through our Saviour’s hlooa. Mav we rejoice in 
thine illuminating grace, and may our understandings he 
light in the Lord. May we rejoice in thy renovating grace, 
and may our minds be under the coAstwit government of 
principles heavenly and Divine. May we rejoice in thy sancti- 
fying ^acc, and may our souls be adorned with the beauties 
of holiness. May we rejoice in thy pai'doning grace, and may 
the guilt, the aggravated guilt of all our transgressions be 
mercifully forgiven. May we finally rejoice in thy glorifying 
grace, and may we dwell for ever with the Lord in the pdaoe 
of the King. 

TVe ajfectionaielf/ pray for the salvation of the rising 
race, and in particular for the children of our family. 
Suffer them not to seek after the destructive pleasures (f 
sin, but may they seek after the pure and the permanent 
pleasures of salvation and grace. Lake Zacharias^ may they 
employ their tonsue in honouring and prauing Ood. 

We desire, at the close of this day, to tha^ our God for the 
blessings we have received, and we would implore pardon 
the sins we have committed. May the duties we have per.* 
formed, and the ordinances we have observed, he crowned with 
thjr blessing. We seek thy continued care and protectiou 
this night. When surrounded by its darkness, may wa h*? 
surrounded with thy favour. At the same time, we 
commend to thy care aU our relatives and friends. Mejr W 
meet in that world of which it is said. There shall no 
there. These mercies we sek, for Jesus our 
Amen. '' 


tTBEK.— SA'PURDAY MORNlWa. 


MCmilXKd crvss TBS COBEUFTBD HKAItT. 

Wiibmif^94 Orarn^ Okemd, WwUagi. 

% jT'tr t J I ' 


1 lUfT he«rt, how dreadM htai it is ! 
l^oyr hea^ here it lies, 

Heavy and oola within my breast, 

Jnst like a rook of ice ! 

H Sin like a :^ng tyrant sits 
Upon this flinty throne. 

And every gr^e lies buried deep 
Beneam this heart of stone. 

9 Bear Saviour, steep this rock of mine 
In thine own crunson sea; 

None but a bath of blood divine, 

Can melt the Bint away. Watw, 98, A 77. 

EXODUS IX. 

^ Sffjfft viiited with more Ploffuet, 

rflHEN the Lord said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh, and 
tell him, Thus saith the Lord God of the Hebrews, Let 
my people go, that they may serve me. 

2 For if thou refuse to let them go, and wilt hold them still, 

9 Behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thy cattle which is 
in Ae field, upon the horses, upon the asses, upon the camels, 
upon the oxen, and upon the sheep : there shall he a very 
grievous murrain. 

4 And the Lord shall sever between the cattle of Israel 
and the cattle of Egypt : and there shall nothing die of all 
that is the children's of Israel. 

6 And the Lord appointed a set time, 8a3ring, To morrow 
the Lord shall do this thing in the land. 

6 And the Lord did that thing on the morrow, aud all the 
cattle of Egypt died: but of the cattle of the children of 
Israel died not one. 

7 And Pharaoh sent, and, behold, there was not one of the 
cattle of the Israelites dead. And the heart of Pharaoh was 
hardened, and he did not let the people go. 

8 And the Lord said imto Moses and unto Aaron, Take to 
you handfids of ashes of the furnace, aud let Moses sprinkle 
it toward the heaven in the sight of Pharaoh. 

10 And they took ashes of the furnace, and stood before 
Pharaoh ; and Moses sprinkled it np toward heaven ; and it 
became a boil breaking forth with blains upon man, and upon 
beast 

12 And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he 
hearkened not unto them; as the Lord had spoken unto Moses. 

2 ^ And the Lord said imto Moses, Stretch forth thine 
hand toward heaven, that there may be hail in all the land of 
Egypt, upon man, and upon beast, and upon every herb of the 
field, throughout the land of Egypt. 

28 And Moses stretched forth his rod toward heaven : and 
the Lord sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along upon 
the ground ; and the Lord rained hail upon the land of Egypt. 

24 So there was hail, and fire mingled with hail, very 
fi^vous, such as there was none like it in all the land of 
Emt since it became a nation. 

25 And the hail smote throughout all the land of Egypt, all i 
that was in the field, both man and beast ; ai^d the hail smote 
every herb frf the field, and brake every tree of the field. 

2o Only in the land of Goshen, where the children of 
Israel were, was there no hail. 

83 And Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh, aud 

akffoad liis hands unto the Lord : and the thunders | 
mi hail ceased, and the rain was not poured upon the earth. 

84 And when Phantoh saw that the rain, and the hail, and 
the thnntters, wiwe ceased, he sinned yet more, and hardened 
his hearty he and hihservantst 

theheiiri bf Pharaoh was hardened, neither would 
he hph of Israel go ; as the Lord had spoken by 

Moses* 


RpxBcnoHS VT(m Exomrs ix.--Aina«mg is God’s patience ia 
bearing so much with the reboUion and obstinacy of wwkod men • 
and especially in his long-continued and earnest calls of mercy, that 
they should turn from their sins and live. However, multitudes of 
impenitent sinners have found it when too late, that though God’s 
patience is great and lasting it is not everlasting, and that tlio 
heaviest vengeance awaits those daring offenders who dio abusing 
God’s patience, and treating with scorn the invitations of his grace, 
and the warnings of his mercy. God is tho Author of all our 
e^hly possessions and temporal comforts, and if we live without 
his fear we can have no blessing in what wo possess, and our com- 
forts may soon take to themselves wings, never more to return. It 
must of necessity bo the greatest folly, as well as tho greatest impiety, 
to live in contempt of God, on whom we depend for all we enjoy, 
ind who can in one moment deprive us of all we possess. May it 
be ours to be taught Gbd’s fear, and to stand in awe and sin not! 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD, our God and Father in Christ, thy name is great 
" in all the earth. The princes and kings of the earth 
before thee arc as grasshoppers. O may wo know aud feel 
that there is none like thee in all the earth I We rejoice that 
thy name, as the God of salvation, shall be declared throughout 
the world. Hasten the arrival of that blessed day, when the 
fame of thy name as the God of salvation shall overspread the 
globe, and gladden the hearts of all its inhabitants. 

Give us grace as a family to fear thee, and to be impressed 
with awe when wc think of thine infinite hatred of sin, and of 
thy justice in punishing the sins of the finally impenitent. 
May wc remember the awful judgments which lighted upon 
the heads of impious kings and guilty nations; the war, 
famine, and pestilence, those messengers of thy wrath, sent as 
the punishment of their sins. May our hearts be filled with 
gratitude, wonder, and praise, that a God of holiness and 
justice has not visitcjd us with the punishment which our sins 
so greatly deserved. 

We thank our God for that portion of the good things of 
this life which we so richly enjoy. Suffer us not to love created 
objects, however valuable, with undue, with excessive affection. 
We have seen, from what wc have now read, with wliat ease, 
and with what justice thou canst scud the messengers of thy 
wiath to destroy the beRsts of the field, and the herbs and 
trees which adorn its surface : may wc therefore be prevented 
from placing oui* regard on temporal objects, which may so 
easily be destroyed; and may our superlative affections bo 
placed on Jesus tlie unspeakable gift, who is the all-satisfy- 
ing aud eternal portion of the renewed mind. Holy Spiiit, 
sufter not the possession of temporal comforts to harden our 
hearts, or to make our minds insensible to the wants of the 
soul. God forbid tliat the objects of the present life should 
make us insensible to the realities of the life to come. And 
when we are tried by the afflictions of life, let not our hearts 
be hardened like the heart of Pharaoh. When the cup of 
affliction is put into our hand, may we be taught by the 
Spirit to imitate the example of J esus, who said in on hour of 
unparalleled sorrow, The cup which my Father hath given me, 
shall I not drink it ? 

Prepare our dear children for the various afflictions which 
are hefwe them in the vale of life. Now may they receive that 
sacred stock of grace which will fit their minds for the suffer^ 
ings which a wise Providence shall think proper to inflict in 
future days. 

We thank our God that we have awoke in the emoyment 
of reason and health. Enable us this day to tread m the 
footsteps of thy flock, Through life, and every day of our 
life, may we be animated by that promise, Be thou ffdlhfiu 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. Graciously 
hear our prayer, for sake of Jesus Christ coir Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 
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TENTH WEEK. — SATUEDAY EVENING. 


TSANSSQIVIXG FOR NATIONAL DELIVERANCE. 
(TwMkia Pent. BramcoiOe. 

1 *pKAISE to the Lord, who bowe his car 
^ Propitiotis to his people's prayer, 

And though deliverance long delay, 

Answers in his well-chosen day. 

2 Salvation doth to God belong ; 

His power and grace shall be our song 
The tribute of our love we bring 
To thee, our Saviour and our King. 

3 Our temples, guarded from tlie flame. 

Shall echo thy triumphant name. 

And every peaceful private homo 

To thee a temple shall become. 


Dooohiikib. 

LUKE 1. 

Sofig of Zachanas, 

A nd fear canic on all that dwelt round about them : and 
all these sayings were noised abroad throughout all the 
hill country of Judaea. 

C6 And all they that heard theyn laid them up in their 
Hearts, saying. What manner of child shall this be I And the 
hand of the Lord was with him. 

67 And his father Zacliarias was filled witli the Holy Ghost, 
and prophesied, saving, 

68 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel ; for he hath visited 
and redeemed his people, 

69 And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the 
house of his servant David ; 

70 As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which 
have been since the world began : 

71 That we should be saved from our enemies, and from 
the hand of all that hate us ; 

72 To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to 
remember his holv covenant ; 

73 The oath which he sware to our father Abraham, 

74 That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered 
out of the hand of our enemies might serve him without f(?ar, 
76 In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days 
of our life. 

76 And thou, child, shalt be called tlie prophet of the 
Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to 
prepare his ways ; 

77 To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the 
remission of their sins, 

78 Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the 
davspring from on high hath visited us, 

79 To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

80 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was 
in the deserts till the day of his shewing unto Israel, 

Bsflections upon Luke i. — Great impressions were produced in 
Judea when John, the forerunner of Christ, was bom ; but a seraphic 
excitement must have been produced in heaven when the announce- 
ment of the birth of God's Son was made to the countless myriads 
of angels, and the spirits of ju.st men made perfect. Tlie anticipa- 
tions of John as a wonderful child were realized. He came with the 
power and in the spirit of Elijah. But how unspeakably more 
wonderful was the child Jesus, who demonstrated by all his acts 
that he was by way of eminence the Wonderful, the Counsellor, 
the mighty God, the everlasting Father, and the IWnce of Peace ! ** 
like ZaohanoB may we be filled with the Holy Ghost ! Then the 
great blessing of i^emption will excite the astonishment of our 
hearts, and be the subject of our songs of praise. Jesus has been 
the h<nu of salvation to millions, and shall be the horn of salvation 
to nnrriads }ret unborn. Has ho been to us the horn of our salva* 
tka r 0 that man is blessed, who can say in the joyfkil language of 


appropriating frith, Jesus is the horn of my advmtioo» hath 
saved me from the hand of my spirituiil enemies, he hath jplaoed my 
feet upon a rock, and establiahed my goin^ : he hath given me a 
title to heaven, into which I shall be admitted at lost, and be for 
ever removed beyond the reach of my spiritual foes, and live in the 
fellowship of my God and Saviour, ‘in whose presence is fhlness of 
joy, and at whose right-hand are pleasures for evermore/ ” 


PEAYEB. 

Tj^TERNAL Jehovah, the Creator of angels and men, the 
Ruler of the universe, and the God of salvation, at the 
conclusion of another week, crowned with many mercies, we 
I approach thy throne through Christ, the Son of thy love. We 
praise and adore thee for the contrivance and discovery and 
accomplishment of the plan of salvation. In the fulness of 
time, and a^eably to thy sacred predictions, thou didst send 
the Son of thy love to work out the deliverance of a lostymrld; 
and in conformity with the word of prophecy, thou didst send 
the forenmner, even John the Baptist, to prepare the way of 
the Lord. With Zacharias may we sing, Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people, 
and hath raised up for us a horn of salvation, in the house of 
his servant David. 

We desire earnestly to pray for the Holv Ghost, that we 
may be filled with his grace, and purified fay his influences. 
Graciously send to us as a family the promised Comforter, 
that we may be guided into all truth, and become savingly 
acquainted with the oracles of Gospel wisdom. 

May our dear children show early symptoms of the Spirifs 
working upon their hearts. From their childhood^ and to 
their deaths may they be clothed with the Spirit ; then they 
shall be preserved from the evil of a corrupt worlds and be 


prepared for thy heavenly kingdom. 

Mercifully save us, 0 Lord, from our enemies, and from the 
hand of all that hate us. Give us grace to serve thee without 
slavish fear, not as slaves, but as sons, Mav we be taught to 
serve thee with holiness and righteousness all the days of our 
life. We praise thee that, through the tender mercy of our 
God, the day-spring of Gospel light hath visited our world, and 
visited our land. O may the day-spring of salvation visit our 
family, and may every one of us be enlightened by the saving 
beams of the day of grace ; and at the close of life may wc 
behold the brightness of a day of glory, v^ch shall shine for 
ever, never, never to be obscured by any cloud of ignorance or 
sorrow. 

O animate our aged friends with the blessed prospects of 
the glory of heaven. May they mount up with wings m eagles ; 
may they run and not be weary, may they walk and not faint. 

We present the tribute of thanksgiving for the mercies of 
the day, and for the blessings of the week. From thee wo 
have obtained help, and continue to this day. 

May we live to see that sacred Sabbath .which is drawing 
near at hand. May it be a day of blessings to thousands, and 
may it be a day of blessings to us. May thy servant who is to 
break among us the bre^ of life have the presence of his 
Master, and the Divine unction of the Spirit. May he be richly 
laden with Gospel truth, and bring out of his tr^ures things 
new and old. On the approaching Sabbath, may the weapons 
of the Gospel warfare be mighty in pulling down the strong- 
holds of ignorance, prejudice, camdity, unbelief, and guilt* 
May thine ordinances throughout the churches he faithfUUy 
administered, and may great effects be produced in the Stib* 
duing of rebellious and obdurate hearts. 

Through the merits of our divine Redeemer, may our 
prayers be answered, and the guilt of all our sins removed* 
And may the grace of the Lo^ Jesus Christ be with Hi alL 
Amen. 


BLBVBNTH WEEK.— SABBATH MORNING. 


vas CHUBOH OVE DEUQBT AND SAFETY 

QcMdNmo* Bosekm* Dturim. Uidwd. o. m. 

1 ^HE Lord of glo^ is my light, 

^ And my salvation, too ; 

Qod is my strength; nor will I fear 
iniat all my foes oan do. 

2 One privilege my heart desires ; 

0 grant me an abode 
Among the ohurohes of thy saints, 

The temples of my God. 

S There diall I offer my requests. 

And see thy beauty still. 

Shall hear thy messages of love. 

And there inquire thy will. 

4 When troubles rise and storms appear 
There may his children hide : 

God has a s^ng pavilion where 
He makes my soul abide. Watts, 27 , p. /. 

PSALM XXVII. 

Strong Oonfidenee in Ood. 

TTEAB, O Lord, when I cry with my voice : have mercy 
also upon me, and answer me. 

8 ff7ien thou saidat, Seek ye my face ; my heart said unto 
thee. Thy face, Lord, will I seek. 

9 Hide not thy face/ar from me ; put not thy servant away 
in anger : thou hast been my help : leave me not, neither for- 
sake me, 0 God of my salvation. 

10 When my father and niy mother forsake me, then the 
Lord will take me up. 

1 1 Teach me thy way, O Lord, and lead me in a plain path, 
because of mine enemies. 

12 Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies : for 
false witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe out 
cruelty. 

13 I had fainted, unless 1 had believed to see the goodness 
of the Lord in the land of the living. 

^ 14 Wait on the Lord : be of good courage, and he shall 

strengthen thine heart : wait, 1 say, on the Lord. 

PSALM XXVIII. 

Mi$ery of ihe Wicked emd BUaaednm of ike Righteous. 

TTNTO thee will I cry, O Lord my rock; be not silent to 
^ me : lest, if thou be silent to me, I become like them that 
go down into the pit. 

2 Hear the voice of my supplications, when 1 cry unto thee, 
when 1 lift up my hands towani thy holy oracle. 

8 Draw me not away with the wicked, and with the workers 
of iniquily, which speak peace to their neighbours, but mischief 
ia in meir hearts. 

4 Give them according to their deeds, and according to the 
wickedness of their endeavours : give them after the work of 
their hands; render to them their desert. 

6 Because they r^ard not the works of the Lord, nor the 
operation of his hands, he shall destroy them, and not build 
them up. 

6 Blessed be the Lord, because he hath heard the voice of 
my swj^cstiona. 

7 The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart 
trusted in him, and I am helped : therefore my heart greatly 
rejoiceth; and with my song will I praise him. 

8 The Lord i# their stre^h, and he ie the saving strength 
of his anointed. 

0 Save tfay people, and bless thine inheritance: feed them 
qIso, and lift mmn up for ever. 


ItiggtaonoNa uaea Fsixn xrm., xxvin.**-If we have the spirit of 
pmycr we will wait anaioualy, patiently, and hopeAiUy for the answer 


of prayer. Our earthly relations, however dear, however valuable 
and however loving may fjrsake us; but Jesus is the xriend who 
sticketh closer than famer or mother, husband or wife, son or 
daughter; and he says in the sweetest accents of most tender love 
to the objects of his regard, ^‘I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee.” ll^at a Boca is Christ ! On that Bock the weakest saint 
doth stand secure. ^ There he defies all his enemies, and laughs to 
Mom their thieatenings and accusations. Because of his confidence 
in this Bock, he offers up his earnest supplications, believing that his 
prayers shall be answered, that the puiposes of his enemies slioll be 
confounded, and that his sorrows tmall be exchanged for songs of 
JoyM praise. Thus, believing prayers are over followed by a train 
of the richest blessings. 

prayer! 

i^OD and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, wo 
would draw near to thee with thankful hearts, on the 
morning of another day of the Son of man. Thou art the 
God of our salvation; therefore we are encouraged to pray. 
Leave us not, neither forsake us. Thou art our rock, on whom 
we would place all our confidence. Wc will therefore cry. Be 
not silent to us : lest, if thou be silent, we become like them 
that go down to the pit. Mercifully inspire us with a lively 
faith in Jesus ; then shall we exclaim, The Lord is our strength 
and our shield : therefore oiur heart greatly rejoiceth ; and with 
our song will we praise thee. The Lord is our strength, even 
the saving strength of his anointed. 

We rejoice in thee, O Lord, as the hearer of prayer. Gra- 
ciously hear our prayer when we cry unto thee ; have men^ 
upon us and answer us. Great is the encouragement thou 
hast given us to seek thy face. May our heart reply, Thy 
face, Lord, will we seek. Shine upon us with the light of thy 
countenance, leave us not in the pit of darkness, place our feet 
on the mountain of spiritual enjoyment, and may the Sun of 
righteousness rise upon us with healing in his wings. 

Sanctify to us the death of eartlJy friends. May their 
departure teach us to cleave closely to Jesus, the friend who 
sticketh closer than any brother. 

Prepare our dear children for the removal of beloved 
connections. Teach them with the Psalmist to say, in holy% 
humble faith, when my mother and my father forsake me, 
then the Lord will take me up. 

This day, by means of a preached Gospel, may our faith be 
strengthened. Lord, increase our faith. We have seen thy 
goodness in the land of the living ; may multitudes see thy 
saving goodness in the sanctuary, and let this day be eminent 
for the abundant descent of the converting and sanctifying 
influences of the Spirit throughout all the churches. We 
would wait upon thee in thy courts, we would wait for the 
communications of thy grace, we would wait for salvation. 
We thank thee for thine encouraging promise, 'Wait cm the 
Lord, be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart : 
wait, I say, on the Lord. 

We praise thy sovereign kindness for preserving us through 
the past week, and through the past night, while the eyes of 
many who beheld the natural light of the last Sabbath are 
now dosed in the darkness of death. 

Mercifully give thy Spirit to all the churches, and particu- 
larly to all thy ministers. Make them successful in edifying 
the flock which Jesus purchased his blood ; and make them 
successful in winning souls to Chnst, 

Pour out thy Spirit on our rulers; teach them to bow 
before Immanuel, to sanctify his Sabbat, and to observe his 
ordinances. 

Have mercy upon the afiUcted, and encourage them to look 
beymd the doud of sorrow to the jc^ of heaven. 

We humbly present our prayers, and implore foigiveneas, for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, ftc. 
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ELEVENTH WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


gob's XAJBSTY IK TTIB THOKDIR. 

New Oreatioi^ Beddington. WeU»» Kimboitim. u m. 

1 p lYE to the Lord, ye Bona of fame, 

Give to the Lord renown and power ; 

Aflcribo due honours to his name, 

And his eternal might adore. 

2 The Lord proclaims his power aloud. 

Over the ocean and the land ; 

His voice divides the watery cloud, 

And lightnings blaze at his command. 

3 The Lord sits sovereign on the flood ; 

The Thunderer reigns for ever king : 

But makes his church his blest abode, 

Wliere we his awful glories sing. Watts, P», 2.0. 

PSALM XXIX. 

The Votcc of the Lord^ 

pi IVE unto the Lord, O ye mighty, give unto the Lord 
glory and strength. 

2 Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name ; wor- 
ship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters : the God of 
glory thundereth : the Lord is upon many waters. 

4 Tike voice of the Lord is powerful ; the voice of the Lord 
is full of majesty. 

5 The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars; yea, the 
Lord breaketh the cedars of Lebanon. 

6 He maketh them also to skip like a calf; Lebanon and 
Sirion like a young unicorn. 

7 The voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire. 

8 The voice of the Lord shaketh the wilderness ; the Lord 
shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh. 

9 The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds to calve, and 
discovereth the forests ; and in his temple doth every one speak 
of his glory. 

10 'Die Lord sitteth upon the flood ; yea^ the Lord sitteth 
King for ever. 

11 The Lord will give strength unto his people ; the Tioun 
will bless his people with peace. 

PSALM XXX. 

David praieeUi, Qod for hit DdiverwMe, ^ 

X WILL extol thee, O Lord ; for thou hast lifted me u|fy and 
hast not made my foes to rejoice over me. 

2 O Lord my God> I cried imto thee, aind thou hast healed 
me. 

3 O Lord, thou hast brought up my soul from the grave : I 
thou hast kept me alive, that I should not down to the pit. | 
4 Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints of hw, and give thai^s | 
at the remembrance of his holiness. 

5 For his anger endureth but a moment ; in his fovour is 
Bfe : weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning. 

6 And in my prosperity I said, I shall never be moved. 

7 Lord, by thy favour thou hast made my mountain to 
stand strong; thou didst hide thy face, and I was troubled. 

8 I cried to thee, O Lord ; and unto the Lord I made 
supplication* 

9 What profit is there in my blood, when I go down to the 
pit ? shall the dust praise thee ? shall it declare thy truth ? 

10 Hear, O Lord, and have merey upon me : Lord, be 
thou lOT helner. 

11 T%oa niist turned for me my mourning into* dancing: I 
tihou hast put off my sackcloth, ana giried me with gladness; | 
12 To the end that my glory may sing jaraise to thee> and 
not be silent. O Lord my Gt^, 1 will give thmlm tmto iSiee 
for ever 

Kefixchoks upoh Psalm xxix., xxx.— W hat a blessing to the world 
and tho Church nrc men of might, when they are men of grace and 
l Ag ' 


God of his salvation, his life is worse than a Uank in the inteOigont 
universe of God. Blessed are they who know savingly the powerfol 
voice of God's Spirit, by wh<aa dead souls are mado to live. Wa 
should often oaU to our lively and thankful remembrance what Gfod 
has done for us as our God and Father in Chrisi Has he lifted us 
up ftom the depths of a state of nature and placed us on the lovely, 
shining heights of a state of grace i Has he dimppointed our spiritual 
enemies, and enabled us to sing the song of triumph ? he often 
dried up the tears of our grief, and filled us with spiritual j<y ? What 
reason then have wo to present the saoriflees of our love ana praise! 


PRAYEB. 

T^E approach and adore thee, O Lord, as the Almighty 
God. The voice of thy providence peirades the universe, 
Thy voice is upon the waters ; the God of glory thunderetii : 
the Lord is upon many waters. Thy voice is most powerful; 
thy voice is full of majesty. We adore thee in thy providential 
government. Thou the Lord sittest upon the floods ; thou the 
Lord sittest King for ever. Thou reignest in the exercise of 
irresistible power ; thy voice shaketh the wilderness ; thou the' 
Lord shakest the wilderness of Kadesh. 

We supplicate the Holy Spirit to bless that portion of the 
unerring volume we have now read. May the solemn and 
repeated calls given us to glorify the name ot God, be effeotnal 
in stirring us up to remember the great end of our existence. 
Teach us to glorify God with our hearts, by loving, thinking 
on, and trusting in him. Teach us to glorify with cmr 
speech, by praying to and praising him. Teach ns to glorify 
God in our lives, by chc'crfiilly doing whatever he commands* 
May we glorify God with our time, onr influence, our talents, 
our substahee, and our lives. May all be laid prestiwto at our 
Saviour's feet, and may it be our greatest joy to live wholly 
and only to our God and Father in Christ. 

We thank thee that we have been permitted this day to 
hear thy merciful voice in the preaehmg of the Gospel of 
Christ. O may the voice of thy Word be instrumental in 
producing powerful effects upon the minds of men. By thy 
convincing Word may many be awakened to a sense of their 
sin and danger. By thy Word may many sinners experienoe 
a saving, a regenerating, change. By 'thy Word may the 
proud be humbled, may the obstinate be subdued, atid may 
those be drawn and separated from their lusts who are as lieuit 
rooted in their corrupted passions as the trees are in the 
forests. May thy Word da^ light and truth into the heart, 
and be instrumental by thy Spirit, in bringing many sons* unto 
glory, for tho advancement of thine own honour. 

We earnestly pray thed the chUdren qf ossr fasmiy and our 
domestics, may soon be brought wnder the sanmg eMeaoy of the 
word of life. May they dmght to dig inJhe mtnes ef inepl' 
ration, and may they fend Jesus, the pearl qf gresd prite^ 

Forgive our imperfections, O Lord, in wamng on thee this 
day, in thy ipublic courts. Sprinkle our soids, O Jesii% whh 
the merit of thy blood. 

We express our thankfulness for being allowed to^ enter tiiy 
sanctuary, and for the opportunity aflS^ed us of attending 
to the things which belong to our peace. We thank theo for 
the joyful sound, and may it prove to us and to oux xdbittres 
the joyftd sound of salvation. 

O have mercy on those on whom the Gospdi hao nwrifooed 
no saving effect^ who are stili in the gall of bittefnest ttd in 
the bond of iniquity. 

We commit ourselves, this night, to the care of onr Faihmf 
md God. ou, prayem, our «».. mSwSS 

souls, for Jesus' stke. Amen* f v 

Our Father which art in heaven, Ae. 



IfiLEVENTH WEEK.— MONDAY MOENING. 


OOD*« SOYBEBIONTY. 

MMUm. MaryUHxme. (kMterbvry, Ahridffe, c. m. 

1 XT EEF Bilence^ all created things ; 

And wait your Maker’s nod : 

My soul stands trembling, while the sings 
The honours of her God. 

2 Chained to his throne, a Volume lies 

With all the fates of men, 

With every angers form and size, 

Brawn by the eternal pen. 

8 Jn thy fEur book of life and grace 
0 may I dnd mv name, 

Kecorded in some humble place, 

Beneath my Lord the Lamb ! 

FLnTCHEu’a Colluct. 41. 

EXODUS X. 

Loeuiti and thick Darhnett* 

A nd Mosea and Aaron came in unto Pharaoh, and said 
unto hma, Thus saith the Lokd God of the HehrcTO, 
How long wilt thou refuae to humble thyself before me ? Let 
my people go, that they may ^rve me. 

4 El^i if thou refuse to let my people go, behold, to mor- 
row will I bring the locusts into thy coast : 

6 And they shall cover the face of the earth, that one cannot 
able to see the earth : and they shall eat the residue of that 
which is escaped, which remaineth unto you from the hail, and 
shall eat every tree which groweth for you out of the field : 

6 And they shall fill thy houses, and the houses of all thy 
servants, and the houses of all the Egyptians ; which neither 
thy fathers nor thy fathers^ fathers have seen, since the day 
that they were upon the earth unto this day. And he tiuned 
himself, and went out from Pharaoh. 

12 And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand 
over the land of Egypt for tlie locusts, that th^ may come up 

X n the land of Egypt, and eat every herb of the land, even 
that the hail hath left. 

13 And Moses stretched forth his rod over the land of 
Egypt, and the Lord brought an east wind upon the land all 
that day, and all that night ; and when it was morning, the 
east wind brought the locusts. 

14 And the locusts went up over all the land of Egypt, and 
rested in all the coasts of Egypt : very grievous were they • 
before them there were no sucu locusts as they, neither iifrcr 
them shall be such. 

15 For they covered the face of -the whole earth, so that tlie 
land was darkened ; and they did eat every herb of the land, 
and all the fruit of the trees which the hail had left : and there 
remained not any gp*een thing in the trees, or in the herbs of 
the field, through ml the land of Egypt. 

21 And^ the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine 
band tow^ heaven, that there may be darkness over the 
land of Egypt, even darkness which may be felt. 

22 And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven ; and 
there was a thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days : 

23 They saw not one another, neither rose any from his 
place for three days : but all the children of Israel had light in 
their dwellix^. 

27 But the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would 
not let them go. 

28 And Pharaoh said unto him, Got thee from me, take 
heed to thyself, see my fSaoe no more; for in that day thou 
•eest xpjr moa tto shalt die. 

29 A&d Hpses said^ Thou hast spoken well, I will see thy 
free again \ 


as he requires their services they continue to execute his will 
When he intimates his pleasure tliey should cease, then their worif 
of punishment and destruction comes to a close. God is a jedoua 
God. He is jealous of his prerogatives, and of his worship, and of 
his glory. He is greatly and peculiarly offended when men refuse 
to give that homage and worship he deserves and c^mms ; and when 
kings and rulers interfere with his worship, in preventing his people 
from presenting the sacrifices of their thanksgiving and praise. Lot 
us rojoioe that wo are free from those pe^lexirig interruptions in our 
worship of God, and from these vexatious oppressions with which 
the Church was visited in Egypt, and with which our holy ancestors 
were tried. 


PRAYER. 

TI^E adore thee, O Lord, as unerring in thy wisdom, and 
inscrutable in thy purposes. Thy counsel standctli for 
ever, and the thoughts of thy heart to all generations. All 
thy counsels of old are faithfulness and truth. O Lord of 
hosts, thou art wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working. 
May we see in the judgments which befell the guilty inhabitants 
of Egypt, the accomplishment of thy wise purposes which re- 
spected the deliverance of thy chosen people. Powerful wore 
the fetters of slavery and bondage with which thy people were 
afflicted and held fast, but infinitely more powerful thy hand 
by which their persecuting enemies were punished and after* 
wards destroyed. 

Lord, deliver us from every rising of pride. May the affect- 
ing display which Pharaoh gave of his haughtiness and pride 
fill our hearts with a deep-rooted aversion to that destructive 
passion. Blessed Jesus, may we be disciples at thy feet, and 
learn lessons of humility of thee, who art meek and lowly in 
heart. Lord, if thou thy grace impart imto us, if wc are in- 
structed by thy Spirit to be poor in spirit, and to l )0 meek in 
heart ; then, like our Saviour, we shall be rooted in humility. 

Preserve our children from the mares of pride, and give 
them the garments of humility, Captivate their young minds 
with the meekness and gentleness of Christ, that all around 
them may have reason to say. They have been with Jesus, 

Sanctify to us what we have now read of the liardness, 
depravity, and obstinacy of the lieart of Pharaoh. Open our 
eyes to sec, that tlu^n* is naturally a strong resemblance in our 
heart to his; and ilmt, us in water, face auswereth to face, so 
docH the heart of man to man. Great reason have we to 
acknowledge and confess concerning our hearts, What crowds 
fd’ovii thoughts, and wlmt vile affections are there I alas, what 
distrust, presumption, and guile — what pride, envy, and slavish 
fears ore tlicre, in this polluted heart of our’s ! 

Lord, deliver us from the corruption of our hearts. Almighty 
King of saints, subdue these tyrant lusts. Expel the darlmess 
of our minds, and renew all their powers by thy resistless grace. 

We supplicate our God for a spirit of prayer. We have seen 
in Moses remarkable evidences of the powerful efficacy of 
prayer, in removing the most alarming calamities. May the 
number of praying persons greatly increase in the congregation 
with which we are connected, the families to which we are 
related, the neighbourhood in which we dwell, and the nation 
to which we belong. May we consider men of prayer the 
greatest blessings of a church, and the greatest ornaments of 
a land. 

We thank our God for watching over us when we wore 
stretched upon our beds, and that we are preserved to meet 


they vamedisteljr 


around the domestic altar, to present our morning prayer. 

Teach us to live this day under the practical and sanctifying 
influence of the solemn ordinances which were yesterday dis* 
pensed. Preserve us from the snores of the world, the wiles 
of Satan, but, above aU, fix)m the folly and imaginations of 
our own hearts. 

Voudisafe to ns pardon and acceptance, for the sake of out 
divine and ad^ble Redeemer. Ameiu 
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ETJaSVENTH WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


DIVINITY OP CHEIST. 

ffighbwry OolUge, Hmytmr Cha'pd. Btdfwd* Bwfijfrd* c. «. 

1 ^HEE we adore, Eternal Word, 

* The Father’s equal Son ; , 

heaven’s obedient hosts adored 
Ero time its course be^un. ' 

2 The first creation Ijias itBsplayed , ^ 

Thine enew div|np ; . 

For not a 

By other lionds than thi^. 

3 But, ransomed isinnew, with deKght 

Bulger facte sufvey,-— 

The aU-creajting Word ,dnites 

Himseif to dust and clay. Apom. 


/ LUKE IL 

. The Mirth gf OhntU 

ND it came ip/ in tlwse days, that there went out a 
decree frbm Osssar that all the world should be 

taxed. , 

2 (And this taxkj|j was first made when Cyrenius was 
governor of Syria,) 

3 And all went to be taxed, every* one into his own city. 

4 And Jos^dii also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judoea, unto the city of David, which is calkd 
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 
David:) 

5 To be ^ed with Mary his espoused wife, being great 
with child. !v 

6 And so tfjwaSi tiiat, while they were there, the days were 
accomplished .that she fehouid be delivered. 

7 And 8h4 ften^ her firstborn spn, and wrapped 

him in swaddliiig eto^es, and laid him in a inanger ; .because 
there was no roewn fin* them in the inn. 

8 And there were in the aame couht^ shepherds abiding in 
the field, keeping watch <ivef their fiock by night. > 

« 9 And, lo, the; angel the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them : and they were 
sore afraid. 

10 And the angd said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good ti<Sngs of great joy, which shall be to ell people. 

11 For unto you is b^n this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

12 And this ihuU be a sign imto you: Ye shall the 
babe wrapped .in s^^rnddliog clothes, lying in a manger. 

13 And anddeUly thei^^^ with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly h^.^mising G<^, and saying, . 

14 Gloiw to Godin the highest, and .on earth peace, good 
will toward mm. 

15 And it came to pass, asibe ai^ls were gone aw^ from 
them into heavw, the shepherds smd one to another, Let us 
now go even tthtp Beti^hem, and see this l^ng which is 
come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 

16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, 
and the babe lying in a manger. 

17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad 
the saying which was told them conoeming this child. 

18 And all they that beard it wonde^ at those things 
which were told them by the shepherds. 

19 But Mary kept aU these things, and pondered them in 
her heart. 

20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told 
unto them. 


EEwacnoKS cpok Luxe ir.— Nothing can prevent the Ihlfllment 
of God’s pmposss ; and God, with the utmost ease, overrules the 


most untoward and unlikely events for aooompUshing his decrees. 
,Of this we have o most remarkable illustration, in me decree of a 
Eoittil|h;:^noe being the means in Providence of bringing Ma^, the 
holy Nazareth to diltant Bethlehem, the oity of David, 

where it and prophesied most distinoily that the son 

ofDhvi^iO^^ should be bom. There never wee such 

ft Tinnoib ftfl'T^lrarti' ' wftiiir4ihfi fledi. descended flrom a long race of dis* 

a^Qond person of fhe Trinity, the et«nal 
Soft of iho^etoniftl'IiaMr ; ftdt^^et his momentous, wondrous birth, 
Wft»«ttendrfhymarlwfif -M.«M^ Angels were aston- 

i.h<M at the in gh t,— the; ^isbdta^ ptoigols bom of a woman in the 
humblest oiroumstanoes, laid in a manger! No 

cradle was prorided'£)r'the;iai%t‘JEal^i 

■ ,F]^YB%'v 

A LMIGHTY and 0“l7 

wise God. With' jspreat 'glM Iky wisdom shines in 
creation and piovideb<^, but;witn ii^Hlldildy grater glory it is 
manifested in j^etol>tion,; l 7 thVp'niM^ righteousness of 
thy welUbdbved Son. We -pniiet lUBh '&r the revelation of 
the mystery of the Gospid to tw, <4^ Ayite^ the 

- beginning of thA world hath .bicdi hid* in God. We rejoice that 
now, unto the pmcbaUiias abd:phW<tn*ih 4he heavenly places, 
is made Imown hy the Chvwh the maii^RSd wisdom of God. 

May our mihas be' deeply and joyfl|81y affected with the 
tidings of the birth 6f C^st. Grtot ia tlie mysteir of g^li. 

ness, God made manifest in the ffeshl ^ory be ascribed 

to thy naihe, that thpu didst wijlih^i^take of our nature, 
that we might partake of Ikinp j' mw ^^ou didst villii^lr 
submit to be born of . a woman,, that wa ^imbt be born of God. 
Divine Spirit, teach us to look upon thotmh of Jesus as the 

most, delightful tidings that ever reaidied the ears of men. To 

us as a family and as individuals may it ^^ve tidings of great 
joy, that 'in the city of David was b<m a Saviour, who is 
Christ Ike Lord. May the spiritoid l^ory of God shine around 
us. May our habitation be a residence of our God ; 

then shall our abode, then shfill t^*he|i^ be filled with his 

' gloyy. May the fame of the biitk th'e'life, and the death of 
Christ, soon reach the ears of all the inhabitants of the world. 
Hasten the day when the song whioh fhe angels sung at the 
birth of Jesus iduill have reqeived' tis blessed and extensive 
accomplishment : Glory to Gi>d ib tke highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men. MeridfhUy confer on us a portion 
of that spirit the angels >lielt when tb^ sung this heavenly 
song. A® they i^oiced wkh loch eod|R^ over the birth of a 
Saviour, whose salvati(m l^ey bemr may we, for 

whom he .vras kwn, and fer vrironi' rqoice with joy 
bhspea^bleaad fiu& of ghjiy, 0 ijffkmpse of heavenly 
J![ove, to raito our kesrts add WDj^ to tbtimle with the paises 
df: Mig^ ib''keirii^,^ shout tor ic^. Glory to God in the 
on e^h' pehto, and go6d wffl toward mmi; for Jesus 
.was hom.tp ^ I 

Wn pietmt before our God our h^imbfe tribute of thanks- 
dving for Hie- mercies of' the' past day. Thou opmest thine 
hand lihmaUy, and satisfiest the wants' of every living thing. 

Let no evil befall us during this night. May we be among 
the number of those that love thee, and may thy promise be 
fidfiUed in our experience : The L^ preserveth them that 
love him. May the threatening which follows never be 
inflicted on us: All the vricked will ho destroy. 

Fill the nund$ cf our dear chUdrm vAth woe to Jemte, who 
for their eakee became an utfant of days. May they smer ste 
a little babe, without remembering that Jeeu* tea* owes • fUtU 
babe, and carried in the arme of his virgin mother. 

May all the blessings we have supj^cated for oinwdveB 
he conferred on our relatives and friends, sod migr all ua 
rqmoe in the common salvation, fat Jesos our 
Amen. 





BLBVENTH 'WERW.— TUESDAY MORNING. 


Watt*. 


THJ8 itrONBMKIfT Of CHW«T. 
vraier. OImML OrntMOKm. mndttr. 

1 TJGVi»oarnatittejm<jaedbyBin! 

-I *. nature ne’erlliith found 
The wa^ to make the oonaoienoe dpan, 

Or heal the jpcdnfiil wound* 

2 In vain ve seek for peace with God 

By method* of our own ; 

JeeuB, there’s nothing but thy blood 
Can bring ua near the throne. 

3 The threatenings of thy broken law 

Impreas our souls with dread ; 

If God. his sword of rengeance draw, 

It strikes our spirits dead. 

EXODUS XII. 

TUtPcMQfoet. 

A nd the Lonn spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of 

Egypt, sayingj « « • • j* ai 

2 Thia month thall be imto you the beginning of months ; 

it «Ao« ic the first month of the year to you. 

8 Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, in 
the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man 
a lamb, according to the honse of their fathers, a lamb for an 

4 And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him 
and his neighbour next unto his house take it, acwrding to 
the number of the souls j every man according to his eating 

shall make your count for the lamb. e 

6 Your l«mb shall he without blemish, a male of the hrst 
year; ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats : 

6 And ye shaU keep it up until the fourteenth day of the 
same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of 
Israel shaU kill it in the evening. 

7 And they shall take of the blood, and strike tt on the two 
side-posts ana on the upper door-post of the houses wherein 

they shall eat it. , . , , ^ •x.x n 

8 And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast wth fire, 
and unleavened bread; and with bitter herbe they shdl eat it. 

9 Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast 
wUh fire; his head with his legs, and with the purtenance 

thereof. . 

10 And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning ; 

and that which remaineth of it until the morning ye shall 

bum with fire. • j 

11 And thus shaU ye eat it; tmth your loins girded, your 
shoes on your feet, and your staflf in your hand; and ye shoU 
eat it in haste : it i» the Loan's pasrovffl. . 

12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this 
and will smite all the first-^m in the Imd of Egypt, both 
and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will 

execute judgment : I am th® Iioan. - . , xi. 

18 Aid the blood shall be to you for a token utou the 
houses where ye are : and when I see the blood, I will ^ss 
over yon, and the ^ague shall not be upon you to destroy 
you, when I smite the land of Egypt. . , j 

14 And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye 
shall keep it a feast to the Loan throughout your generations ; 

TO shidl keep it a feast by an ordinance for evOT. 

16 Sevm day* *h*ll ye eat unleavened bread ; evw the first 
dav ye put away leaven out of your honaa ; for whos^ 
evw fruwMdteead from the first day until the seventh 

day tiiat sold shaU be out off fixm Israel 

16 AM in tito fiW* day there ehaU be an hdy cOnvoMtion, 

X; j;o mannw, of ^ be done m tiwm, save that 

wMdfo every men natet eat» AM ““Y ^ ^ J™”* 


BmMnom vroir Exodus xn.— That was indeed s wonderM yesi, 
a wonderM minitb, a wonderM hour, when Jesus our Passover was 
■ocrifloed for us! What love, admiration, joy, and thankfhlness 
should fill and animate our hearts when wo think of the boundless 
compassion and generosity of the heart of Jesus, in willingly con. 
sent^ to become our Passover, to bleed and sufTor and die for us! 
He is the Lamb of God — the Father’s ohoioe, in whom his soul 
delighted. He is the ^iless Lamb, holy, harmless, undeflled, and 
separate from sLoners. How minutely was figurative prophecy M- 
fllled when the lovdy Lamb was sacrifioed, and when his hands and 
feet were tom by omel nails, “ not a bone of him was broken.” 
Important question l—Havo we received him os our Passover? Ho 
we believe our sins were laid upon him, and therefore that we are 
for ever secure from the wrath oi an offended Gh>d ? 

LORD our God, we would approach thy presence with 

humility, when we think of our sinfulness, guilt, and 
unworthiness. We would approach thee with thankfrilness 
and joy, when we remember thy condescension, compassion, 
and grace. 

We adore thee as Zion’s God, and we praise thee for the 
great things thou hast done for thy Church, and the mirades 
thou didst work for its deliverance. 

Be imto us, as a family, the Lord our God. We are by 
nature thine enemies, and are of our father the Devil. Wo 
have exposed ourselves to the greatest danger by our trans- 
gressions. As the Egyptians exposed themselves to the sword 
of the destroying angel, we have exposed ourselves to the 
sword of Divine justice. We seek from God the Spirit the 
grace of repentance. Wc come to thy throne to seek repen- 
tance as thy gift, and we lay before thee our hardened hearts, 
that thou wouldst graciously mollify them by thy spirit, and 
adorn them with the beauties of holiness. Blessed Jesus, we 
rejoice that thou hast been exalted to the Father’s right-hand, 
to give repentance unto Israel and remission of sins unto 
many. Bestow on us, as a family, the blessings of salvation, 
which are the gracious consequences of thy death, thy resur- 
rection, and thy glory. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, that wc, and the whole human 
race, were exposed by sin to the destroying sword of thy justice. 
We were unable to provide any defence; wo could flee to no 
distant spot of thy dominions, where we rould conceal ouradves 
from thine eye; we could present no sacrifice sufficient to atone 
for our guilt. This, O Lord, was our helpless case. We were 
lost, irrecoverably lost, unless thou thyself, the very God we 
offended, had found out for us a passover Lamb. Adoring 
grace, thou didst find out thy Son, thy well-beloved Son, thine 
only begotten Son, and thou didst most willingly and readily 
pr^nt him as the great paschal Lamb, through whose suffer- 
ings and death thy justice has received ample satisfaction, and 
by whose merit countless millions shall become sharers of the 
glory and blessedness of heaven, for ever and ever. Wo bless 
our God and Father that Jeaus our Passover was slain, and 
that he hna obtained for us, by his death, freedom from Satan’s 
heavy nhain, and deliverance fi?om the stroke of God’s aveng- 
ing sword. . - . . 

0 convince the beloved children of the necessity of bang 
mrinkled loith the blood <f Christ. May they now see that 
nothing but an interest in Christ can Reserve them from the 
wrath of God and the miseries of hell. 

We a gracious and merciM God that we are preserved 
to another day, and enabled, in the enjoyment of health, r^son, 
and tranquillity, to present before thee the sacrifi(» of 

praise and prayer. In all the duties and engagements of the 
day, whether reHgioos or secular, aff<wd thy direction, help, 
and Above all, preserve us firom grieving the Holy 

Spirit by filing into sin. All we ask is for Jesus' sake, the 
true paschal Lainb, Amen. 



BLBVBNTH WEEK.— TUESDAY BTBIflNO. 


OBBIiT THB LIGHT. 

OofikUlim. NofMum. ChMh. WM. p.v. 

1 T IGHT of those, whose dreary dwelling 

Borders on the shades of death, 

Oomo! and thy dear self royealing, 

Dissipate the clouds beneath : 

The new heaven’s and earth’s Creator 
In our deepest darkness rise ! 

Scattering all the night of nature. 

Pouring day upon our eyes. 

2 Still w^ wait for thine appearing, 

Life and joy thy beams impart, 

Chasing all our fears, and cheering 
Every poor benighted heart ; 

Come, and manifest the favour 
Thou hast for tho ransomed nuje; 

Come, thou dear exalted Saviour! 

Coma, and bring thy gospel grace Topladt. 


LUKE II. 

Th& venerahle Simeon and iJte tiffed Anna. 

A nd when eight days were accomplished for the circumcis- 
ing of the child, his name was called JESUS, which waa 
BO named of the nngcl before he was conceived in the womb. 

22 And when the days of her purification according to the 
law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jeru- 
lalem, to present him to the Lord; 

23 (As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male 
that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord ;) 

24 And to offer a sacrific'e according to that which is said 
in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtle doves, or two yoimg 
pigeons. 

25 And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose 
name was Simeon ; and the same man was just and devout, 
waiting for the consolation of Israel : and the Holy Ghost was 
upon him. 

26 And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Gliost, that 
he should not see death, before he had oeen the Lord’s Christ. 

27 And he came by the spirit into the temple : and when 
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the 
custom of the law, 

28 Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and 
said, 

29 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word : 

30 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 

31 Which thou iiast prepared before the face of all people; 
82 A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy 
people Israel. 

33 And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things 
which were spoken of him. 

34 And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his 
mother. Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of 
many in Israel ; and for a sign which shall be spoken against; 

35 (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy' own soul also,) 
that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. 

36 And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser : she was of a great age, and had 
lived with an husband seven years from her virginity; 

37 And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, 
which departed not from the temple, but served Chd with 
festings and prayers night and day. 

88 And she coming in that instant gave thanSis likewise 
unto the Lo^, and snake of him to all them that looked for 
redemption in Jerusalem. 

89 And when they had performed all things apeording to 
the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own 
city Nasareth. 
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40 And the child grew, and waxed strong, in spirit^ filled 
with wisdom : and the {prace of Ood was upon him. 


Bxflbotiovs TTPoir Lxtxb n.-^Hew soon the blood of Jesus began 
tobeshedl— when he was only eight days: then that preoious blood 
began to be (^ed, by whioh the sin or tho world is taken away, 
ll^en he entered into our world he soon entered into suffering, t^^ 
he might open a way by whioh we should enter into a paradise, 
where suffering is for ever unknown, and where the Sun of glorious 
felicity never ceases to shed abroad, unoloude^ his bright rays tA 
blessedness, peace, and joy. Con I say in fiaith, ^'This Jesus is 
ndne?” , 

PRAYER. 

^UR Father, who art in heaven, after the duties and tempta- 
I ^ tions of the day, we are encouraged, both by thy providence 
and grace, to approach il^ throne imder the covert of the 
righteousness of Christ. Thy providence has preserved our 
lives, our health, and reaacm. And in thy grace thou hast 
said, by the mouth of thine inspired servant, for the comfort 
of those who desire to draw near to thy mercy-seat, Blessed is 
the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto 
thee ; he shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, 
even of thy holy temple. We humbly trust that we have 
found it good, to draw near unto thee, and that a day spent in 
thy courts and in the ordinances of religion is better than a 
thousand anywhere else. O may we ever prefer occupying the 
most humble and menial place m thy house and in thy service, 
before holding the most elevated and influential station in the 
palaces of the greatest of earthly kings where impiety reigns. 

Bless to us, divine Spirit, the animating things we have 
now read respecting the important events connected with the 
infant days of our exalted Messiah. O may the name Jesus 
be increasingly delightful to our ears, and comforting to our 
hearts. Give us those exalted sentiments and views, that 
lively aiid appropriating faith, which will enable us with devo- 
tional sincerity to exclaim, Jesus, thy name is above .every 
name — it is as ointment poured forth — it is more delightful to 
our ear than the most melodious music ; may it be our happi- 
ness to praise it on earth and to extol it for ever in heaven I 

Teach us to admire and to follow the example of aged 
Simeon. Like him, may we be filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and may all thy ministering servants throughout the Christian 
world be clothed with the Spirit. Like Simeon, may we be 
just and devout, enjoying the divine edmforts which flow firom 
Jesus the consolation of Israel. Gracious Saviour, be our con- 
solation, and the consolation of all our afflicted friends, and of 
all the sons and daughters of affliction throughout tho world. 

O that the children of our family may be taught now to 
take Jesus in the arms of their faith^ and bless Ood for 
redemption through his blood* May Jesus take them in the 
arms of his lovCf and give them eternal life. 

Like aged Simeon, may the eyes of our soul see the salvation . 
of our G(S. O we praise our redeeming Qod for this salvation, 
which has been prepared before the face of all people, and 
which is prepared for people of all nations and lanraages. 
May the light of salvation soon lighten the benighted (En- 
tiles, and he the gloiy of thy people Israel^ who are now 
envdoped in the thickest oloude of ^orahee and unbelief. 
When we come to die, may each one of us resemble Simeon in 
his triumphant faith, his sweet enjoyment, and his sensible 
assurance, and be able thus to sing. Now' lettest thou thy . 
servant depart in pe^, according to thy woi!dj for mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation. 

We implore the protection and care of our God this night. 
Asleep or awake, may we be stiU with thee^ reposi]^ ou the 
bosom of thy redeeming love* Spare us to another Ou 
the mormng of the resurrection may we awake amid angelic 
songs. Forgive and answer, for Jetm sake. .^men. 




5 !'" 



flLim&NTH 'WJtSK.-^WlDMSSDAY MOBNINO. 


»Atra IN OBBiw otm tucBinoi. 
/Nny. IUmi, ITMumtA. ImmH . 
iJOT alfito blood of beuria 
Oa JnHdi otteta daia, 

Could giTO die guilty oonsoieoce peace, 
Ot inmk «w«y Cw atun. 

But CSiriat the heaTonly Lamb 
Tajui all our siiu away, 

k aattifioe of uoUacamM - 

Abd richer bldUijBhak'Aiyt’^ *' 
iCy Mth woul^^l^lhdt^blitaa' * 
On that dear hM^iw^lw^ - ■■ 
While like a peidfl|p||f $^ 
AiiddiereooniM#j‘ lia. - Wai 


Aud there ocnljp tty VTj^j^.kJCk, 

- :■ tv "'.^'5: 

f%e Dnmiim '■■■■'' • :• S 

OlHSN Moms oalledfor 

unto them, Draw out *g 

your families, and kill thejpdgl((fltt^-^‘;J\i ':-i' - .. t ft--' 

22 And ye ahall take a Dlllio)k!^''HyaM|^ 'illd^diIt^.^ ^ Iho 

blood that t« in the bason, dadesi^ks’ AlbiiNtftl hw A# .-tWOt 
ai^ posts with the blood thai'jid^in- thd of 

you ahall go out at the door (tf>rhia’hoadet.mfld';^- 4 |h(nttinf. 

23 For the Loan will paa»;thix>tigh ta'irndta^Egypthma;. 
and when he aeeth the blood .’«pmi the{lhitel,'and eUitm two 
side posts, the Loan will paaa: b^ the ddm^aild will: noli aufihls 
the destroyer to come in unto your hodato tet-anute f 'au, ; - ; 

24 And ye shall observe thia thing for hn' Ordineneb to 
and to thy sons for ever. 

25 And it shall come to ptos, when yh'be eomo.to the litt^ 

which the Loan will give yoB,^AiwondiBg?torlttdiaith promitod, 
that ye shall keep this service. ' ' , , 

26 And it shall come to pait, when ydkttfoiiildreB i^all say 
unto you. What mean ye by this serv^?* ; - 

27 That ye shall say, It ta the saqrifioe' of fhe.IiQni>f 8 pass* 
over, who passed over the houses of tiiO’ ehildi^ -of ^Xsrifd.iu 
Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, ttjbd 4 k^Uveted Quk houses. 
And the people bowed the head, and woSidupjP^* " 

28 And the children of Israel went »way, sod .-.did as the 
Lord had commanded Moses and Aaton, so 

29 And it came to pass, that at midniAt tM.^^atr stoote 
all the firstborn in the land of Bgyp|i> nbnbthb fiwtbswi of 
Pharaoh that sat on his throne untojUsUfitotbeetl^tthe eaptive 
that wa« in the dnngeon ; apd aE 

80 And Pharaoh rose up in the »i^yhiSiraaBd|j|jkiBfBtvaiit 8 , 

and all the Egyptians; and thera trasia^MUra^ iblhiy^ 
there woe not a Muse where IbeU iiUM!deitt<tth^ 4 wAti ' 

81 And he called for Moges^hndghsnnirby id^bti, a^ 4^ 

Base up, and get you fiirthffittn:imi«ug-«iy'.people; ]wth ye 
and the ohildien of Israel ; aDd>go, stetoitfae UeyeAm 
said. ■ !•, .( '• ' ‘ I 

82 Also take your flocks aiid' your ihenii/'asijyeihNve eaid; 

and be gone; and bless me alsoi i-r.' ’■■■ ■■■> 


And the Ei 


they might send the 
We be all dead men. 


Sgyptians vsalce lugafli imoBi’jAie 

them out of the Bad in Wtn;7M Asy.iaid) 


84 And thd^peojde took duns hsfiswit was Isavtais^ 

their kneading troughs dofliebrs^^ 

dieir dionldeni. f 

85 And tli6 cihildt6sx oif IsfAol did according to the w<^ of 
Motet ; and they bonrowed of the Egyptiant jewelt of ailver^ 
eod jewelB of gold, and raiment t 

86 And the gave the people &TOur in the eight of tne 
Egn^ana, lo that they lent unto item wch things as they 
rsqmredp And Ihtj moiled the l^yplieiui. 

87 Aj^ the ohihmeii of Israel jonmeyed from Bamete^ to 
SuodQtih, about tix hundred tbduaand on foot that wers xneui 
beridechildjp^ 


88 And a mked multitude went up alto with them; and 
flockt, and heads, even very much oattles 

BEtxaoxiOKB upov Exonxrt xu.*-«Cold water it not more refrething 
to a thirsty soul than the tidin^^ are to a sinner oonvinoed of sin, 
and under alarming fears of Biyine wrath, that Jesus the great 
paschal Lamb has been saorihoed upon |he altar of the Diviuity, and 
that they who look to hit atoning rightoousness for pardon and 
-aoemtai[m,^;ah^^ come into condemnation. No blood of the 

upon the lintels and door-posts of the 
^erefore the destroying angel entered into every 
dwtfjl^g when the firstborn instantly became the victim of death. 

. *W^oadinbt perish, we must livo, and live for ever, if we are sprinkled 
wi^ ihe bmod of Christ, and if, by Ihith, we lay hold of him as 
Qod’s precious Lamb to take our guilt away. Let none despise the 
etohing blood of Jesus, through which alone the guilty sinner can 
be justified, his sins be blotted out to be remember^ no more, and a 
Ipie clear obtained to mansions in the sky.” 

PRAYER. . 

O LORD, we adore thee as a God of mercy and of justice. 

* Awfully thou didst display thy justice in the punishment 
of, guilty Egypt, and particularly in the death of their firstborn, 
by the swotd of the destroying angel. Thou art excellent in 

E ef and in judgment and in plenty of justice. What reason 
XwC to aclmowledge in humble adoration, Thy justice upon 
a di^kdfnl throne maintains thy glorious prerogatives ; but we 
:rt^ce that thy mercy sends down to penitent supplicants 
poisons, bought with a Saviour's blood. 

‘ We pray for the sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit, to 
bless to each of our souls the peculiarly interesting portion of 
^'^acred Word wc have now read. Fulfil in our experience 
this promise, I will pour out my Spirit upon you, I will make 
known my words unto you. 

May we see in the situation of the Egyptians on that dread- 
ful night when the destroying angel appeared among them, an 
^ tnhlem of the affecting state of those who arc in the gall of 
bitteriiess atid bond of iniquity, and who are living without God 
and without hope in the world. If there are any in this family 
still remaining in their sins, the subjects of corruption, and the 
slaves of guilt, having God angry with them every day, and 
exposed to the destroying sword of God's justice, O have mercy 
upon them. With all t& ardour of our souls we would plead, 
Deliver them from going down to the pit; for thou hast found a 
ransom. May all of us be sprinkled by the merit of a Saviour's 
blood sdi rigb^usness ; then shall wc be for ever safe, and 
the des^yhW ^ justice shall not como near our dwell- 
ing. Hbjy. Spirit/ open the eyes of our understanding, that we 
'^may sinfo^ nature, and our guilt by practice; 

dpbn onr^ eyes, tbai we,]ii^ see tlic infinite evil of sin, and the 
ifijjlifnte xperit,^ pur Sfivig^a bk^ 

"’‘< 3ief fur ' betinm to seek the Lord , and 

in il ^ bei^nimtf th ^ days to fl ^ jor refuge to the hope set 
^ em ^ *0 dangerous and alarming 

sWH of fho^ep^ Mif n^^^t phnMe 
. %ypt ai the command of God, 

ea^y Canaan, may we and 
^ associated with us 
fo {ilia induced by the 

'o{ g natugfd state, and with 
devotedness of heart bepn our journey to heaven. 

We thank God that the hand of disease or death has not 
laid hold of us during the last night, but that we are allowed, 
surrounded by many comforts, to assemble around the domestic 
altar, to call upon the name of the liord. 

Give us grace this day to perform duties, to resist tempta- 
to •urmount difficultif^and to trample our lusts and 
oom^tions under our foett We ask these mercies fear Jesus^ 
dike« AmciL 

nZ 1^* 



KLEVBNTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


CH&I8T ALL IN ALL. 

Mdndy. SaMuty Pla/in. Wutm Fenud, Bf^hehukme. C.M. 

1 OOMPAHED with Christ, in all beside 
^ No oomeliness I see : 

The one thing needful, dearest Lord, 

Is to bo one with thee. 

2 The sense of thy expiring love 

Into my soul convey : 

Thyself bestow ! for wiee alone, 

My all m ALL, I pray. 

3 Less than thyself will not suffice 

My comfort to restore : 

More than thyself I cannot crave ; 

And thou canst give no more. Toplaoy. 


LUKE II. 

ChHst duptUing toith the Jheton, 

T^OW his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast 
of the passover. 

42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to 
Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. 

43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, 
the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalom ; and Joseph and 
his mother knew not of it, 

44 But they, supposing him to have been in the company, 
went a day^s journey; and they sought him among their 
kinsfolk and acquaintance. 

45 And when they found him not, they turned back again 
to Jerusalem, seeking him. 

46 And it came to pass, that after three days they found 
him Sa the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both 
hearing them, and asking them questions. 

47 And aB that heard him were astonished at his under- 
atanding and answers. 

48 Amd when they saw him, they were amazed : and his 
mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? 
behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. 

49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me ? 
wist ye not that I must be about my Fathers business ? 

50 And they understood not the saying which he spake 
unto them. 

51 And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, 
and was subject unto them : but his mother kept all these 
sayings in her heart. 

62 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in 
bvour with God and man. 

LUKE m. 

She Preetdhing of JoJm, 

A NNAS and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word 
of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the 
wilderness. 

3 And he came into all the coimtry about Jordan, preaching 
the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins ; 

4 Aj it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the 
prophet, saying. The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
I^pare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

5 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill 
shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways shall be made smooth ; 

6 And all flesh shall see the salvation of Gk>d. 


BaniacTroirs tjpow Luxe n., m. — Love to the ordinanoos of Ood’s 
^pointment is a necessary and indispensable mark of genuine piety, 
t^t parents admire and mllow the example of Mary, in embrsoiiig 
eppmfionitiias at an early, tender age, of oonduoting their little ones 
to house, where impressionB of the most soe^ and important 
desariptiou may be produoed, by the Holy Spirit, upon their youthfol 


and snsoeptible hearts, never to be erased. Great was Maiy^s grief 
when her child Jesus was not to be found! Great is flie sorrow of 
the believer’s heart when he is moiuming tym m absent Lord, and 
when he is ready to cry with Job, in the bitterness of his soul, 0 
^at I knew where I might find him ! then would I go, even b his 
seat, and fill my mouih with arguments.” Great wm the joy of 
Marv’s heart wnen she found her child Jesus: great is the joy of 
the ^ever when he finds his absent Lord, when he sees by mith 
the shining of his oountenanoe, and when bo Is restored to the 
delightfiil enjoyment of his l^viouris fellowship. Blessed, joyful 
prospect, when aU flesh idiall see £he salvation of our God! 


PRAYER. 


in^HAT reason have we as a family, O Lord, to rqoioe that 
Y V ire are now prostrate before thee as the God of our 
salvation. We conics that we deserve on account of our uns 
to have been dragged before thee as prisoners of thy justice ; 
but in the abundance of thy grace we are prisoners of hope 
and monuments of mercy. We adore thee as the hope of 
Israel, and the Saviour thereof in the time of trouble. Iriilv 
thou art God our Saviour, who will have all men to be saveq, 
and come to the knowledge of the truth. 

In thy mercy thou hast brought us in safety to the dose ol 
another day. Into the cup of our lot thou hast poured the 
blessings of food and raiment and health and reason. For 
these we praise thee. Lift onr minds above temporal comfoi^, 
and may we earnestly long for spiritual blessings. By faith 
may we feed on Christ, the bread of life ; may the raiment of 
our souls be the robe of righteousness and the garments of 
salvation; may our minds be invigorated with spiritual health, 
and our understandings irradiated by the light of heavenly 


wisdom. 

We desire with the confidence of children to cast ourselves 
upon the care and compassion of our God and Father this 
night. Give us the pleasii^g evidence that our sins are forgiven, 
and that our pardon is sealed in the blood of Jesus. 

May the Holy Spirit, by his gracious influences, sanctify to 
our minds the Word of truth to which we have listened. 
Blessed are our eyes, which have seen the sacred pages, and 
blessed are our ears, which have heard the glorious tidings 
which they proclaim to men. 

Fill the minds of our children and domestics with a super^ 
lative admiration of the example of ^Christ, Like him, may 
they wax strong in the Spirit, may they hefiUed with wisdom, 
and may the grace of God be upon them. 

May all of us rejoice in those remarkable manifestations of 
mediatorial wisdom which Christ displayed when he was <mly 
twelve years of age. Even then, O Jesus, thy name was as 
ointment poured forth — even then thy garments did smell ci 
myrrh ana aloes and cassia — even then thou didst display that 
thou wast indeed the promised Messiah. Fill us with astoniali- 
ment when we think of thy wisdom, power, and grace. For 
ever and ever may our hearts wonder, adore, and praise, befiore 
thy celesti^ throne. Bless to us, O Lord, the huml^ and 
condescending submission Jesus manifested, in his obedience 
to his parents. May the children of all the families with 
which we are eonneoted pa^cularly admire and imitate this 
part of the exairale of Cmnst. 

We seek, O I^rd, more humility, more repentano^ more 
self-abasement. May we be baptised of ^e^Spuit ; then AaII 
we have that repentimee which is acoompairied with the lemis* 
sion of sins. We praise thee that we have heard of the iid?i|tion 
of God. With the ^e of faith may we see the salvation of 
our God. Thtough the instrumentality of a preadied Goml, 
and means of Bible and missionary institations^ msj ^Siat 
bleaaed promise be soon accomplished In the fiiUest ixatanVAU 
flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

Mffirdfolty hear our pniver, for Jesu^ . 



ELBVBNTH WEEK.— THURSBA.Y MOONING. 


(HUTtT 01 )S VO% RSBBVmON. 

AUtrtm EtiXl* Etm CMen, Lamhdk, p. m. 

1 OHALL Jesus desoond fi:bm the skioa 
^ To atone for our sins by his blood, 

And shall we such goodness despise, 

And rebels still ^ to our God ? 

2 Through him we forgiyeness shall dnd, 

And taste the sweet blessings of peace : 

If, oontrite and humbly resigned. 

We trust in his promised grace. 

3 While here through the desert wo stray. 

Our God shall bo all our delight ; 

Our pillar of cloud in the day, 

And also of fire in the night. Du. TuRNUtt. 

EXODUS XIII. 

Ood ItaMng the Iti'oditea, 

A ND it camo to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, 
that God led thenoi not through the way of the land of 
the Philistines, although that was near; for God said. Lest 
peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they 
return to Egypt : 

18 But God led the people about, through the way of the 
wilderness of the Red Sea : and the children of Israel went up 
harnessed out of the land of Egypt. 

19 And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him : for he 
had straitly sworn the children of Israel, saying, God will 
surely visit you ; and ye shall carry up my hones away hence 
with you. 

20 And they took their journey from Succoth,* and en- 
camped in Etham, in the edge of the wilderness. 

21 And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a 
cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, 
to give them light ; to go day and night : 

22 He took not away the pUlar of the cloud by day, nor 

the pillar of fire by night, from before the people. | 

EXODUS XIV. I 

PItaraoh purwumg Israel, 

A ND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, that they turn and 
encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, over 
against Baal-zephon : before it shall ye encamp by the sea. 

8 For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They are 
entangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut them in. 

4 And I wiU harden PharaoVs heart, that he shall follow 
after them ; and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon 
all his host; that the Egyptians may know that I am the 
Lord. And they did so. 

6 And it was told the king of Egypt that the people fled : 
and the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants was turned 
against thepec^e, and they said. Why have we done this, that 
we have let Israel go from serving us ? 

6 And he made ready his chariot, and took his people with 
him; 

7 And he took six hundred chosen chariots, and all the 
chariots of Eg^t, and captains over every one of them. 

8 And the ^rd hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of 
Egimt, and he pursued after the children of Israel : and the 
dmwm of Isn^ went out with on high hand. 

9 But the !Qgyptians pursued after them, aU the horses ane;? 
chfuriote of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his armv, and 
overtook tiiem encamping by the sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, 
before l^aa^ephon. 

18 Ai^d Ifotea said unto the people, Pear ye not, stand 
•tlB, airi Siee ^8 iMdivation of the Lord, which he will show to 


, which he will show to 


yott y t Ihe S^^tians whom ye have seen to day, ye 

ihaU'aeetib^ . 

‘ ♦ snC eiiki the lint plaoi wlim (hsy yitshad fhair teuis* 


BsFEaonovs xtpok Ezonus xxn., xiv.— Happy arc they who believe 
that they are interested in a special Providenoe, and that God is 
leading them through this wildemeBs in a right way, and that he 
will conduct them in safety and triumph at last to the celestial 
Canaan ! We should never forget that we have spiritual Philistines, 
who aro ever ready to oppose our progress, and therefore must put 
on the whole armour of God, not only that we may firmly withstand 
them, but completely conquer them. If we aro Christ's followers, 
wo wiU take the greatest encouragement in our journey to heaven 
from his precious promises, and from his gracious guidance. There 
are none so infatuated as the enemies of Christ and his Church. 
Their plans are as foolish os they ore malignant. Their craft can 
never succeed against Christ's wisdom, nor their power against his 
omnipotence. 

PRAYER. 

rilHOU God of creation, of providence, and of grace, we 
desire, under the influence of feelings of thankfulness, 
humility, reverence, and joy, with the returning light of 
another day, to prostrate ourselves before thy throne of grace. 
Teach us, in the language of thine inspired servant, thus to 
address thee : — O God, thou art our God ; early will we seek 
tliee; our flesh longetli for thee in a dry and thirsty land, 
w here no water is. 

Thou hast preserved us during another night, O preserve us 
from the snares and temptation of the day on which we are 
now entering; and in whatever form we may bo assailed by 
Satan, the enemy of souls, may we put on the whole armour 
of God. Relying on the arm of omnipotent grace, may we 
resist the crafty foe, and he will flee far from us. 

May the rain of the Spirit^s influences accompany our read- 
ing the volume of Divine and eternal truth. May we consult 
it with increasing reverence, increasing earnestness, increasing 
delight, and increasing advantage. Heavenly Father, teach 
us to rejoice in thy Word, as a broad land containing spiritual 
and imperishable wealth; as a fountain from which living 
streams aiiae ; as a garden where seeds of heavenly bliss are* 
sown; and as a region where hidden glory is to be found by 
those who love thee. 

Allure and persuade our dear children to begin their jour^ 
ney to heaven, Mag they and we accompany each other 
through the vale of tife^ and in thy due time may we^ by the 
aids of thy promised grace^ safely reach the goodly heritage 
of the celestial kingdom. 

Our heavenly Father, as thou didst go before and accom- 
pany thine ancient Israel, when they travelled from the land 
of bondage to the promised Canaan, O mercifully be the 
breaker up of the way before us, and accompany us through 
the wilderness of this world, while we endeavour to travel 
onward to our heavenly home. Make thy Word as a pillar of 
cloud to guide us by day, and as a pillar of fire to defend and 
comfort us by night. Convince us by thy Spirit, that if we 
take thy blessed Word for our guide and comforter, obeying 
its dictates, and believing its promises, but, above all, relying 
on the Saviour it reveals^no obstacle, no danger, no enemy, 
shall ever be able to prevent our triumphant entrance into the 
celestial Canaan. 

O Lord, thou didst glorify thyself before the Egyptians, 
in saving thy people ; O glorify thyself before our apiritual 
enemies, in saving us. May we be delivered from all our 
slavish fears ; may we stand still ; may we see t)ie salvation 
of our God. Lora, preserve us from all our ^ritual ene- 
mies. At death may they and we be separated, that we may 
see them no more for ever. 

Extend to us thy pardoning mercy, and hear the supplica- 
tions of our souls, for Jesus’ sake ; to whom, with the father 
and Holy Ghost, be ascribed umeigned and endless praita 

A mm. 


ELEVENTH WEEK.— THURSDAY BVBNINa. 


THB USDBBMER’i MS88A0E* 

Oarre JUm$» LeMc* TiverUm* WUkim. o« M. 

1 ITABEi the glad sound, the Saviour comes, 

^ The Saviour promis^ long ! 

liet every heart prepare a throne, 

And every voice a song. 

2 He comes, tho pnsoners to release, 

In Satan’s bondage hold ; 

The gates of brass before him burst, 

Tho iron fetters yield. 

8 He comes, from thickest films of \dce 
To clear tho menta] ray ; ^ 

And, on tlio eyes oppressed ^vith night. 

To pour celestial day. Doodrihok. 

LUKE IV. 

27ie Preachinff of Ckrut. 

A nd Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into 
Galilee : and there went out a fame of him tliiough all 
the region round about. 

15 And lie taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. 
16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up : and, as his custom was, he wpnt into the synagogue on 
the sabbath day, and stood up for to read, 

17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the 
prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found 
the place where it was written, 

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 
anointed me to preach the gospel to tho poor ; he hath sent 
me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, 

19 To preach tho acceptable year of the Lord. 

20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the 
minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were 
in the synagogue were fastened on him. 

21 And he began to say unto them. This day is this scrip- 
ture fulfilled in your ears. 

22 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious 
words which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is 
not this Joseph’s son? 

23 And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto mo this 
proverb. Physician, heal thyself; whatsoever ^ve have heard I 
done in Capernaum, do also here in thy country. 

24 And he said. Verily I say unto you. No prophet is 
accepted in his own country. 

25 But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel 
in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years 
and six months, when great famine was throughout all the 
land, 

26 But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto 
Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. 

27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus 
the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman 
the Syrian. 

28 And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these 
things, were filled with wrath, 

29 And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led 
him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, 
that they might cast him down headlong. 

80 But he passing through the midst of them went his way, 
81 And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and 
taught them on the sabbath days. 

82 And they wore astouishcil at his doctrine : for his word 
was with power. 

Kmmtojfs trpoir Lm iv.— Our blessed Saviour, having sueoess* 
ftilly resisted the prince of tho power of the air during a confliot of 
^7 dsjw and forty nights, has shown us a noble oxam^ that we 


should follow his steps. He immediate enters upon his glorious 
work of benevolence and useftdneis, soattering ^ seeds of wisdom 
in all directions, proclaiming the Gospel of salvatian in ^ its ftdness, 
healing the diseased, and giving ^iritual Hberiy' to captive souls. The 
Gospel is of inestiiiiable '^ue, and when aooompanied by the Spirit, 
exercises irresistible power. Has its blessed light enlightened our 
understandings, and changed the dark night of spiritu^ XAorance 
and folly into the bright and blessed day of spiritual wisdom and 
saving knowled^ ? In the hour of perplexity have we been guided 
by Gospel light? In frxe hotir of weakness has the Go^el bew our 
strength ? In the hour of sorrow has the Gk)Bpel filled our souls with 
joy and peace ? Heavy judgments are prepanng for those who, like 
I the people of NazoroUi, reject Christ, and dei^ise his mercy. ** Jesus, 

' reign upon tho throne of our hearts I” 

PRAYER. 

O LORD, we desire, after the duties, trials, and events of 
the past day, to draw near to thy presence in the name of 
Christ, and to present the adoration and the homage of our 
hearts. Thou art a God of infinite holiness; the stars are 
not dean in thy sight ; how much less man that is a worm, 
and the son of man who is a worm I God, our eternal Ein^, 
holy and reverend is thy name : and in imitation of the angelic 
hosts we would say, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almi^ty, 
who was, and is, and is to come. 

Deeply humble us in thy sight, on account of the number 
and aggravation of our sins. May we see that there is in 
sin an infinite evil, and to us may sin appear infinitely loath- 
some and vile. We acknowledge we are spiritual lepers, and 
would exclaim, as is most just, Undcan, unclean I O may 
Jesus be made unto us wisdom; and may we bo delivered 
from the folly which is naturally bound up m us. May Jesus 
be made unto us righteousness ; and may the ^uilt of all our 
sins be ^removed from us, as far as the east is distant from the 
west. May Jesus be made unto us sanctification ; and mav 
we be arrayed in tho beauties of holiness, and made comely 
by his comeliness put upon us. 

Exalted Saviour, we acknowledge thee as the anointed 
Mediator. On thy humanity the oil of the Spirit’s influences 
was po\u*ed out without measure. We come to thee as the 
anointed Redeemer, to supplicate thy mercy. We are poor 
and helpless ; apply thy Gospel with power to our heart, then 
shull we be enriched with treasures ,of imperishable grace. 
What reason have we to rejoice in the great objects for which 
thou wast anointed ! Have mercy, therefore, on the broken«^ 
hearted, and heal their wounded spirits. Have mercy on those 
who are spiritual captives, and set them at liber^. Have 
mercy on those who ore spiritually blind, and open tito eyes of 
their understanding, to behold the light of thy salvation. 

Are any of our dear children the captives qf sin and the 
slaves of Satan? 0 mercifully burst the fetters qf their 
captivity asunder^ and bring them under the blessed diminion 


captivity asun 
of thy grace f 


Jesus, thou King of Zion, have mercy on tho nations of the 
earth, over which Satan reigns with despotic and unintedTUpted 
sway. Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, take to thyself thy 
great power, and reign, and set the slaves of Satan firee. . 

We thank thee, 0 Jesus, for thy gracious words. Thou Wt 
fairer than tho children of men ; grace is poured into i3iy lips ; 
therrfore thou art blessed for ever and ever. ..May the/Qqsp^ 
be gracious words to our soul, and to the'souis of our idlirivei 
and friends. . ■ " 

May the blessings of the past day excite in minds sn 
affectionate admiration of God. We oommit 
thy providential care this night, and we imptora 
of our sins, and the answer of our pxnyers, ibr 
And to Father, Son, and Spirit, be ascribed 
Ameii. 'v 



BLIVENTH WEEK.— FRIDAY MOBKIN&. 


mtritPH ZK ooD, 

N§w WMm» iA. 

1 Tr, Lord l in thy fair book of life 
4 Hj worthleea name doth atand; 

And in my heart the law is writ 

By thine unerring hand ; 

2 I am secure, by grace divine, 

Of crowns above the skies : 

And on the road, from thy rich stores 
Shall meet with feesh supplies, 
a To thee in sweet melodious strains 
My grateful voice I’ll raise ; 

But life’s too short, my powers too weak, 
To show forth half thy praise. 


EXODUS XIV. 

Tke Sgyptumt dutroyed in the Red Sea. 

A MU tho Loan said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou 
unto me? speak unto the children of Israel, that they 
go forward: 

16 But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand 
over the sea, and divide it : and the children of Israel shall go 
on dry ground through the midst of the sea. 

17 And I, behold, 1 will harden tlie hearts of the Egyp- 
tians, and they shall follow them : and I will get me honour 
upon Pharaoh, and uj[)on all his host, upon his chariots, and 
upon bis horsemen. 

18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when 
I have gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and 
upon Ms horsemen. 

19 And the angel of God, which went before the camp of 
Israel, removed and went behind them ; and the pillar of the 
doud went from before their face, and stood behind them : 

20 And it come between the camp of the Egyptians and the 

^tnp of Israel ; it was a cloud and darkness to them, but 

it gave light by night to these t so that the one came not near 
the other all the night. 

21 And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the 
Loan caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that 
night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 

22 And the children of Israel went into the midst of the 
sea, upon the dry ground; and the waters were a wall imto 
them on their right hand, and on their left. 

23 And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to 
the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, 
and his horsemen. 

24 And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the Lord 
looked unto the host of the Egyptians tlirough the pillar of 
fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians, 

25 And took off their chariot wheels, that they drave tliem 
heavily; so that the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of 
Israel ; for the Lord fl^hteth for them against the Egyptians. , 

26 And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand 
over the sea, that the waters may come again upon the Egyp- 
tians, upon their chariots, and u^n their horsemen. 

27 And Mos^ stretched forth his hand over the sea, and 
the sea returned to his strength when the morning appeared ; 
and the Egyptians fled against it ; and the Lord overthrew 
the Egratians in the midst of the sea. 

28 And ^ waters returned, and covered the chariots, and 
the horsemw, md ail the host of Pharaoh that came into the 
sea after them ; there remained not so much as one of them. 

29 But the^ciiiidreu iff Israel walked upon dry land in the 

wdet ^ imd the waters were a wall unto them on 

woir mht liahd, and on their left. 

M init|a fjpnn saved Ifrael that day out of the band of 
end leriel eew the Egypthuis dead upon the 


IlmwsTioifS TOW Exodus xiv.— Biffioultios, porploxities, and 
other calamities are to the saints powerftil incentives to prayer, and to 
the placing of impHoit confldonce in God as the God of their salvation 
and the Father of all mercies. In the day of affliction, prayer is not 
only the most comforting exercise, but the most effectual means of 
sanctifying affliction, and of obtaining deliverance from all our 
afflictions. How comfortable, confident, and secure the believer feels, 
when his graces are in lively exercise ! he knows that angels are his 
ministoring spirits — that they encamp round about them that fear 
God. Above all, ho knows that his God and Saviour is near, and 
that his deliverance is sure. What a glorious spectacle awaits the 
redeemed Israel of God at the lost day, on the shores of the heavenly 
Canaan ! for the last time they shall see their enemies, to be annoyed 
by them no more for ever I 

PKAYER. 

Ti/T OST merciful and gracious God, we adore thee as the 
Defender and the Deliverer of thy people. Wonderfully 
thou didst appear for ancient Israel, according to thy promise ; 
thou didst come down, to deliver thy people out of the hands 
of the Egyptians. O Lord, we would desire to fear thee alone, 
relying on the word of thy truth, that we shall he delivered 
from the hand of all our enemies. Often thou hast delivered 
us. lu six troubles we liave been preserved, and in seven no 
evil has touched us. What shall we render unto the Lord for 
all his undeserved benefits to us, the children of men I Teach 
us to take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the 
Lord. 

W e confess, O Lord, our infinite unworthiness of thy mercies. 
We are all as an undcan thing, worthy to be cast out of thy 
sight, and our righteousness is as filthy rags : we all do fade 
as a leaf; and our inujuity, lilcc the wind, has carried us away. 
Wc have not called as we ought on thy name, neither have we 
stirred ourselves up to lay hold upon thee. It is of thy mercy 
we are not consumed because of our iniquity. Though our 
offencas are numerous and great, yet thou art our Father ; we 
are the clay, and thou our potter : and we all are the work of 
thy hand. O visit us not with the desert of our sins. Be 
not wroth very sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity for 
ever. With thy Church of old we would say, Behold, see, we 
beseech thee, we are all thy people. Sprinkle upon us the 
merit of our Saviour’s righteousness, then shall the guilt of 
our sins be seen no more. Sprinkle upon us the influences of 
a Saviour’s Spirit, then shall we be adorned with the beauties 
of holiness. 

May the Word we have now read be effectually applied to 
our heart. May it ever prove to us a light shining in a dark 
place, to dispel from our understandings the thick clouds of 
ignorance and folly. 

Bestow graciously upon us all those heavenly dispositions, 
and give us all that Divine aid, which is necessary for the 
. journey of life. Give us strong faith to believe tliy promise, 
assured hope that we shall safelv land in heaven at fast, and 


assured hope that we shall safely land in heaven at last, and 
holy boldness that we may not be discouraged either by the 
dangers or difficulties of the way. 

Mag our dear children he regenerated by ihjg grace, and 
prepared by thy Spirit for the journey on which they have 
entered. U iniroauce them into the narrow path, in which 
they shall be guided by the light of the Sun of Righteousness, 
and by which they shall be conducted in safety and triumph 
to the heavenly world. 


aauy grace, tor oauy auty ana aauy oimcuiiy. xnawou 
we be, if we set thee our God always before us. Thus may wo 
be blesse4# and migr our prayers be answered, for Jesus' sakoi 
Thincb O hard, is the kmgdoni and the power and the 


for ever. Ameru 


ELEVENTH WEEK.— PEIDAY EVENING. 


chuist olobxoub. 

BmUhfidd, BtnUford, Liverpool, Otford, 

1 ^ oui* Lord, how wondrous gixjat 

" Is thine exalted name ! 

The glories of thy heavenly state 
Let men and babes proclaim. 

2 The waves lay spread beneath his feet ; 

And fish, at his command, 

Bring their large shoals to Peter’s net, 

And tribute to his hand. 

3 These lesser glories of the Son 

Shone through the fleshly cloud ; 

Now w > behold him on his throne, 

And men confess him God. Wai 


Wattc, Pa, H, 


LUKE VII. 

The CaUurion'a Fatih, 

lyrOW when he had ended all his sayings in the audience of 
^ the people, he entered into Capernaum. 

2 And a certain centurion^s servant, who was dear unto 
him, was sick, and ready to die. 

3 And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto him the elders 
of the J^ws, beseeching him that he would come and heal hiti 
servant. 

4 And when they came to Jesus, they besought him in- 
stantly, saying. That he was worthy for whom he should do 
this : 

5 For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue. 

6 Then Jesus went with them. And when he was now not 
far from the house, the centurion sent friends to him, saying 
unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself: for I am not worthy that 
thou shouldest enter under my roof : 

7 Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto 
thee : but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed. 

8 For I also am a man set under authority, having under 
me soldiers, and I say unto one. Go, and he goeth; and to 
another. Come, and he cometh ; and to my servant. Do this, 
and he doeth it, 

9 When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled at him, ozid 
turned him about, and said unto the people that followed him, I 
say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. 

10 And they that were sent, returning to the bouse, found 
the servant whole that had been sick. 

11 And it come to pass the day after, that he went into a 
city called Nain ; and many of his disciples went with him, 
and much people. 

12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, 
there was a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother, 
and she was a widow : and much people of the city was with 
her. 

18 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, 
and said unto her. Weep not. 

14 And he came and touched the bier : and they that bear 
kirn stood still. And he said. Young man, I say unto thee. Arise. 

16 And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And 
he delivered him to his mother. 

16 And there came a fear on all : and they glorified God, 
saying. That a great prophet is risen up among us ; and. That 
God hath visited his people. 

17 And this rumour of him went forth throughout all 
Judaea, and throughout all the region round about. 

Bmaosioirs ufov Lvki Tn.— The time will (oon airiTe when, 
with, the doM of oar mortal lives, all our iqimtnal piivilegies on 
earth dull be SfubA When our privUegea on earth com* to a close, 
toMj we enter on the edopxents of those dorions and emtlted 
priTflegee in the heaven of heavens whudi .hiJl eratinae in ever, 
vhete onr mn dudl no more go down, nor our moon wi&dnw hw 
tdtinii^. When a Ihmily oonsiats of pions parents and ohQdren, pious 
at 


master and servants, snoh a &mil]r is the ^teue of the pkoxcli of 
Ood. The abode of auoh a family is. a Methd—e house of Qod. 
respecting which he eays, " This is iw x«s^ hwe will J atay, fw 1 
have desL^ it.” Jesus is the divine rhysioian, whois efuuiy able 
to heal Ihe diseases of the body, and the maladieB of the sonL ]Cay 
it bo our privilege to say and sing, “Ho hoalrth all onr diseases.” 

PRAYER. 

^ OD the Father, Son, and Holy Ohoat, one God, we adore 
^ thee in the goodness of thy nature, and in the boundless 
benevolence of thy chainoter. The heaven is hill of thy gloiy, 
and the earth is hall of thy goodness. Thou hast preserved us 
and surrounded us and followed us with thy goodness.^ Ihy 
goodness has been a light to guide our steps, and a shield to 
guard our way. Surely we had fainted, unless we had believed 
to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. As 
a family, we now seek thee because thou art good: and we 
rejoice that they who truly seek the Lord shall want no good 
thing. 

We have tasted thy continued goodness this day, for which 
we praise thee. Our food, raiment, residence, health, reason, 
domestic comfort, and success in worldly and lawfhl pursuits, 
are all the streams of thy providential goodness, for which we 
present the sacrifice of our thanksgiving. When we remember 
the past, how thou hast led us and watched over us; and when 
we look onward to the future, may each one us be^ filled 
with thankfulness and love. We praise thee, O Lord^ that 
thus far thou hast led us on ; that thus far thou hast prolonged 
oiur days ; and that every day we are famished with some fmh 
memorial of thy grace. 

This evening we desire to feel that confidence in thee our 
Ood which children place in their earthly parents, believing 
that we are the objects of thy paternal care, and that when 
our mortal bodies shall sleep the sleep of death, we shall 
awake amid the songs of angels and the joys of heaven. Her- 
cifully grant that this may be the case with each member tA 
our family now kneeling in thy presence. 

We thank our Ood for relatives and fnends; hut more 
especially we thank thee for pious friends, who hnjov inter* 
course with thyself, and plead with heaven for our salvation. 
Lord, teach us to value the prayers of the righteotu, and to 
look upon them as an inheritance more to he desired than 
treasures of fine gold. We rejoice jhat it is thy gracious 
ordination and will, that the prayers of a righteous man shall 
avail much. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in all the diseases and afiSictions 
which in thy sovereignty thou dost permit to visit the bodies 
and try the minds of men. Thou art a wise, a righteous, and 
a gracious Sovereign. Sanctify to us every afilictive event of 
thy providence, and extend thy compassion and sympathy to 
all our friends who may at this time be tossed on the stormy 
sea of human sufieriug. 

Have mercy on the widow, weeping ever the ashes of her 
departol husWd. Compassionate Saviour, he to hmr a 
husband, and betroth her unto thyself for ever. Hast thou 
deprived her not only of her husband, but also of her ton, her 
only son? — be to her infinitely better than every earthly, ^an 
every departed relation — he to her the strength of her heart 
and her portion for ever. 

Sanctify to us the death of depart^ relatives. we 

remember the holy example of pious friends, and {^adly sblkiw 
their footsteps in as far as th^ followed Christ. 

Teach ovr dear children tofiUow iheirptouepn^/emiiwftd^ 


Teach our dear children tofoUm their jnoueprofetdief^died 
friende to the eeleetial maneione. God forbad that th^ dhenfd 
turn their back on heaven, andpwrtue thoM coarm mkkCf«ti4 


to the numiont of woe / 

O Lord, may this our evdung saodfloe Ibe 
Jesus^ sake, our Iiord and Saviour. Amen. 


ELEVENTH WEEK.— SATUEDlAT HOENXNQ 


soko. 

tk&mum Ohonn. r. %, 

1 OOISTD the load timbrel o’er Egypt’s dark aos ; 

Q Jehovah has triumphed, his peo^ are free! 

Bing, for ^de we tyrant is brdcen, 

Hta chariot, ma hoiaemen, all aplendid and bravo ; 

Hov vain was their boasting I the Lord has but spoken, 

And ohariots and horsemen ore sank in the wave f 

CKoriw.— Sound the load timbrol, &v. 

S Traiae to the Oonqueror ; 0 praise to the Lord ; 

His word was our arrow, his breath was our swotd ! 

'Who shall return to tell %ypt the story 

Of those she sent forth in the hour of her pride ? 

For the L(»d hath looked out from his pillar of glory, 

And all hear brave thousands are dashed in the tide ! 

CKorut . — Sound tho loud timbrel, &c. 

Futoubb’b Collkct. 84(1, j>. //. 

EXODUS XV. 

Tim Swg of ^ Moot*. 

rpHEN sang Mooes and the children of Israel this song unto 
■X the Lord, and spake, saying, 1 will sing unto the Loitn, for 
he hath triumphed gloriously : the horse and his rider hath he 
thrown into tM sea. 

2 The Loan tr my strength and song, and he is become my 
salvation : he is my Ood, and I will prepare him an habitation ; 
my frither’s Ood, and 1 will exalt him. 

8 'The Lord is a man of war : the Lord is his name. 

4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his host hath he cast into the Kca : 
his chosen captains also are drowned in the Bed Sea. 

5 The depths have covered them : they sank into the bottom 
as a stone. 

6 Thy right hand, O Lord, is become glorious in power : 
thy right himd, O Lord, hath dashed in pieces the enemy. 

7 And in the greatness of thine excellency thou host over- 
thrown them that rose up against thee ; thou sendcst forth thy 
wrath, which consumed them as stubble. 

8 And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were gathered 
togetiier, the floods stood upright as an heap, and the depths 
were cpngealed in the heart of the sea. 

9 Tlie enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide 
the spoil ; my lust shall be satisfied upon them ; I will draw my 
8Wor4 my hand shall destroy them. 

10 Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them ; 
they sank as lead in the mighty waters. 

11 'Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods? who 
is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful tn praises, doing 
wonders? 

l^ou stretohedst out thy right hand, the earth swallowed 

them. 

13 Thbn in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou 
hast redeemed : thou hast guided them in thy strength unto 
thy h^ habitation. 

14 Ime pem^ shall hear, and be afraid : sorrow shall take 
hold on tiie ihmibitants of Falestina. 

15 Then the dukes of Edom shall be amased; the mighty 
men of Moab, trembling shall take hold upon them ; all the 
inhabitants of Canaan shall melt away. 

18 The Lord dhall reign for ever and ever. 

19 Ear the horse of Pharaoh went in with his ohariots and 
with his horsemen into the sea, and the Lord brought again 
(he waten of the sea upon them : but the diildren of Israel 
went (m dry land in the midst of the sea. 

'SO.And jfiiiam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a 
titahMl in hand ; and aU the women went out after her 

with ^btttls and wifh danoes. 

And EBriom answered them. Sing ye to the Ijord, for 
he hatt('triaa$phid {^orioadyi the horse and hie rider hath he 
thiowo hftof&eea. 


Rannonom took Exodus xv.— The inteiporitions of l*ravidoooe, 
m behalf of the Ohuroh of Ood, are the most uteresting and glAriims 
oventi recorded on the pages of revelation, and they call fom tho 
loudest praises of the redeemed in all ages. Let each one of ns ask, 
with holy and impartial oonoem^ “Is Israel’s (W, who deliveted 
his people from their Egyptian persooutors, and who preserved tb«>i n 
from the waters of the Bed Sea, my Ood? Is he &e Ood of my 
salvation ? Has he delivered me out of the han^ of my spiritual 
enemies, and has he preserved me from the raging waves of the Bed 
^a of the law as a broken covenant of works r ’’ If so, my deliver- 
ing Saviour is the object of my love, my adoration, and my praise. 
If so, my soul is the habitation of Ood, the temple of me Holv 
Ghost. ' 

PRAYER. 

THOU Hearer and Answerer of prayer, breathe upon us 

the Holy Ghost, while we meet os a femily, to present onr 
persons and our supplications before thy throne. O that we 
were enabled with Moses and Israel to sing. The Lord ia our 
strength and song, he is become our salvation ; he is our God, 
we will prepare him an habitation : he is our fathers’ God, and 
we will exalt him. We bless thee for the displays of thy 
majesty and power in the destruction of Pharaoh and his hosts 
in the Red Sea. Then did thy right hand become glorious in 
power; thy right hand, O Lord, hath dashed in pieces the 
enemy. 'When we think of all thine attributes, and of the 
display of thy perfections in the punishment of the enemiw of 
thy church in various ages of its history, what reason have we, 
m language of exaltation and praise, thus to adore thee : Who 
is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods ? who is like thee, 
glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders ? We 
would also adore thee in the manifestations of thy mercy in the 
deliverances accomplished for thy church and people. From 
the begumiug of tune to the present period, thou hast never 
left them, thou hast preserved them as the apple of thine eye. 
Thou in thy mercy bast led forth thy people whom thou hast 
redeemed : thou hast guided them in thy strength unto thy 
holy habitation. Give us grace often to remember, with sensa- 
tions of grateful joy, what thou bast done for thy church in 
tho generations which have passed away. What reason have 
we to extol thy holy name for what thou hast done for thy 
church in these lauds of our nativity I Wc thank thee that we 
are dclivei-ed from pagan idolatry, and that the frightful horrors 
of idolatrous worsliip have for ever tied away. What shall we 
render unto the Lord for all bis benefits ? We thank thee that 
thou hast scattered the clouds of superstition which so long 
filled and overspread our sky with impenetrable darkness ana 
gloom, and that the light of gospel-truth now shines upon us 
with brightness and glory. What shall we render unto the 
Lord for all his benefits ? 

If there are any of us now in thy presence the subjects of 
salvation, we present our thanksgivings and our praises for so 
great a blessing. We thank thee that thou hast brought us 
out of the fearful pit of a natural state, where millions have 
been consumed, and that thou hast taken us out of the miry 
clay, where m 3 rriads have perished. Let there be a new song 
in our month ; even praises to our God. 

Are there any among lu far from God, within the aea-mark 
of the divine displeasure, and yet unconcerned about the 
eternal interest of the soul? Is this the miserable state our 
dear children, who are the objects of our tender love and 
anxious care ? Q let the power which delivered larael from 
Egyptian bonda^ deliver them from the bondage sin I 

May the mercies of the past night excite oar gratitude and 
love, and may tiie law of God be the rule of our actions, and 
the Gospel of Christ be the comfort of our hearts, thro^hont 
the whole aS t^ day. O hear and answer, and fioirgmi, ht 
Jesus’ sake. To Ihe Father, S(m, and Holy Ghos^ we would 
asexibe glory and {xaise, fmr ever and ever. Amen. 



ifiLEVISNTH WEEK.— SATUEDAY EVENING. 


tONPKSBlON AND PAKDON. 
ligypt. Loughtm ffaU» Orcmge, Brod&'ija**, ti. 

I l^Y sorrows, like a flood, 

Impatient of restraint, 

Into thy bosom, 0 my God ! 

Pour out a long complaint, 
ti This impious heart of mine 
Could once defy tho Lord, 

Could rush with violence on to sin 
In presence of thy sword, 
d How often have I stood 
A rebel to the skies ; 

And yet, and yet, 0 raotchless grace ! 

Thy thunder silent lies. 

^ ^ Du. WAtn* Limes. 

LUKE VII. 

Feet hoiked with Ointment.. 

A nd tho Lord said, Wherounto thou shall I liken the men 
of this generation ? and to what arc they like ? 

82 They are like unto (diildrcn sitting in the marketplace, 
and calling one to another, and saying, We have piped unto 
I you, and ye have not danced ; wc have mourned to you, and 
ye have not wept. 

33 For John tlic Baptist came neither eating bnuid nor 
drinking wine; and ye say, lie hath a devil. 

34 The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye 
say. Behold a gluttonous man, and a wine bibber, a friend of 
publicans and sinners ! 

35 But wisdom is justifi<?d of all her children. 

36 And one of the Pharisees desuTd him that he would eat 
with him. And he went into the Pharisee’s house, and sat 
down to meat. 

37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, 
when she knew that Jettm sat at meat in the Pharisee’s house, 
brought an alabaster box of ointment, 

88 And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to 
wash his feet wdth tears, and did wipe them Avith the liaii’s of 
her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them Avith the 
ointment. 

39 Now, when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, 
he spake within himself, saying, This man, if ho were a pro- 
phet, would have known who and what manner of Avoman thin 
it that toucheth him ; for she is a sinner. 

I 40 And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I Lave 
somewhat to say unto thee. And he aaith, Master, say on. 

41 There An^as a certain creditor which had tAvo delators : the 
one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. 

42 And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave, 
them both. Tell me therefore, Avliich of them will love him 
most? 

43 Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to Avhom he 
forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged. 

44 And he turned to the Avonian, and said unto Simon, 
Seest thou this woman? 1 entered into thine house, thou 
gavest me no water for my feet : but she hath Avashed my feet 
with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. 

45 Thou gavest me no kiss : but this woman since the time 
I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet. 

46 My head with oil thou didst not anoint : but this woman 
bath anointed my feet with ointment. 

47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which ore many, 
are forgiven; for she loved much: but to wliom, little ie for- 
given, the tame loveth little. 

48 And he said unto her, 'J’hy sins are forgiven. 

49 And they that sat at meat with Idm began to say within 
themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also? 

50 And he said to the woman. Thy faith hath saved thee; 
go ir. peace. 

m 


TtsFLEcnoKB trpoK Luke vu.^Tha Goap^ is Qodfs mmage ftm 
heaven to the guilty and Avretohed inhabitants of our fldloa apostate 
world. It is ad^ssed to us under the hij^mst isliotion, and it comes 
to US with expressions of boundless mercy and graoo. how 
has a message of compassion been received by man? We have 
reason to say, astonished, 0 ye heavens !’V The messages of 
kindness have been treated with neglect and contempt by tho great 
majority of our race. Where the light of salvation shines with 
greatest splendour, thousands refuse to look upon its brightness. 
Where tho trumpet of salvation sounds with the greatest sweetness, 
thoiisonds refuse to hear its alluring accents. Have we heard— have 
we believed the Gospel’s joyM sound ? Have we reoeived the match- 
less blessings which tlio Gospel brings within our reach ? Has our 
Saviour melted our hearts with penitenoe— has he forgiven us much ? 

I Has he wanned our hearts with love P Can we say, If I had ten 
; thousand hearts, Jesus deserves them all?” Then, we are blessed 
I indeed! 


PRAYER. 

T^E adore thee, O Lord, as a pardoning Qod. Infinite is 
thy hatred of sin, and infinite is thy mercy in forgiving 
sin. Thy justice is infinite to punish the guilt of impenitait 
sinners ; but we praise thee, thy pace is infinite to pamon the 
guilt of the humble penitent f^ing prostrate at thy feet. We 
come and lay the guilt of our multiplied offences before thee. 
Holy Spirit, enable us to come with humble, longit^, and 
repenting hearts. Thou knowest the sins of the past week, and 
of our past lives : O pardon them through our Savionria blood. 
Wc are encouraged to look for pardon, for there is forgiveness 
with thee that thou mayst be feared; with thee there is 
plenteous redemption. 6 redeem us from all our iniquities. 

Wc present our thanksgivings for the mercies of the week : 
for the blessings conferred on the body, that shall die; but, 
above all, for the blessings conferred on the soul, which shall 
live for ever. May the events of the week be sanctified. May 
prosperous events make us thankful, and may adverse events 
make us humble. Thou hast graciously preserved us to the 
close of the week, while we deserved to have been suddenly 
cut out of the land of the living, and stricken by the rod of 
thy vengeance, for our multiplied offences. Prepare us, merci- 
ful God, for our last week on earth, when we shall part ivith 
all bcloAv, and take an eternal farewell of tho perishi^ ei^oy«- 
ments and the insignificant pursuits of time. 

May our lives be preserved during t)ie night, and may we 
be permitted to open our eyes upon the light of another 
Sabbath. In the prospect of thy Sabbath, and in the hopes 
of its sacred and profitable engagements, may each membsit of 
our beloved family thus pray: — O mav our thoughts and 
thanks ascend before thy throne as grateM incense ; and may 
Avc draw from heaven that sacred peace which the men of the 
world know nothing of. 

May thy ministering servants be eminently assisted, and be 
Avisc in winning souls to Christ. May the approaching Sab- 
bath be a day long to be remembered by the oonvenmn of 
multitudes to Christ. May this family, and all the familiaa of 
the congregation with which we arc associated, experience, 
under a preached Gospel, the quickening and sanctiMng 
influences of the Holy Ghost. Lord, save the toult fff our 
children and dometiict. 

O Lord, we would aspire after that love which the penitent 
woman felt, who anointed the Saviour’s feet .with ointmmt. 
We mourn over our cold and lifeless hearts. Xoka tl^a 
woman may we be forgiven much, and may we love mitclu 
By our sms we are thy debtors. We owe thee a debt of 
obedience we have long withheld; and we owe a t^f 
punishment which we shall never be able to endure. Img^e 
these our debts, and kindle ivithin us a fire of Inve 
never shall be quenched. Lord, bemr usi fhr the 
our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 




TWELFTH WEEK.^8ABBATH MORNING. 


vnoH ai^ANum. 

(kmukm. Osmdeimtion, Port$ctk a ii« 

1 heart rejoioei in thy name^ 

Jly God, my help, my trust ; 

Thou h^ preserved my face from shame, 

Uine h(mour firom the dust. 

2 Ky life is spent with g^ef, 1 cried ; 

Ky years consumed in groans ; 

My stiength decays, mine eyes are dried, 

And sorrow wastes my bones. 

8 Shmder azid fear on every side 
Seii»d and beset me round ; 

1 tP the throne of grace applied, 

And speedy rescue found. Watw, fs, ,A,y. /i. 

PSALM XXXI. 

JDavid ieeketh Qod't ffdp. 

P r thee, O LouDi do I put my trust; let me never be 
ashamed : deliver me in thy righteousness. 

3 Bow down thine ear to me ; deliver me speedily: be thou 
my strong rock, for an house of defence to save me. 

8 For thou art my rock and my fortress ; therefore for thy 
natne^s sidee lead me, and guide me. 

6 Into thine hand I commit my spirit : thou hast redeemed 
me, 0 Lord God of truth. 

6 I have hated thPm that regard lying vanities : but I trust 
in the Lord. 

7 I will be glad and rqoice in thy mercy; for thou hast con- 
sidered my trouble; thou hast known my soul in adversities ; 

8 And hast not shut me up into the hand of the enemy : 
thou hast set my foot iu a large room. 

9 Have mercy upon me, O Loan, for I am in trouble: 
mine em is consumed with grief, yea, my soul and my belly. 

Ill was a reproach among all mine enemies, but especially 
among my neighbours, and a fear to mine acquaintance : they 
that <hd see me without fled from me. 

13 I am forgotten as a dead man out of mind : I am like a 
broken vessel. 

14 But I trusted in thee, O Loan : I said, Thou art my God. 
^IB My times' are in thy hand : deliver me from the hand of 
mine enemies, and from them that persecute me. 

16 Make thy face to shine upon thy servant : save me for 
thy mercies^ sake. 

17 liCt me not bo ashamed, O Lord ; for I have called upon 
thee ; let the wicked be ashamed, and let them be silent iu the 

grave. 

18 Let the lying lips be put to silence; which speak grievous 
things proudly and contemptuously against the righteous. 

19 04 how great ie thy goodness, which thou hast laid up 
for them that fear thee ; which thou hast wrought for them 
that trust iu thee before, the sons of men I 
30 Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy presence from 
the jffide of man : thou shalt keep them secretly in a pavilion 
from the strife of tongues. 

31 Blessed be the Lord : for he hath showed me his mar- 
vellous kindness in a strong city. 

33 For 1 said in my haste, I am cut off* from before thine 
eyes ; z^ertbeless thou haardest the voice of my supplications 
when I cried uuip thee. 

38 0 love the Lord, all ye his saints : for the Lord pre- 
eerveth the frithfrib end plentifully rewardeth the proud doer. 

34 Be of good ocNirage, and he shall strengthen your heart, 
aU ja that hope in the Lord. 

RsvzjEOXzoirs urar fuxM apcanc. — €freat are the privileges of those 
whose eontidsaes Is placed in God. Their prayers are answered, 
fesui is Iheir deliverer, his righteousness and perfections are the 
iQlp^V1lSlds fortress of ihefr d^^^^ 


aud they are redeemed from the lowest hell. The heart of the 
believer is raised above the vanities of time, and no adversity can 
deprive him of his sacred joy, and no enemy can riaako the security 
of his hope. Prayer is one of the fruits of sonctifled affliction! The 
saint often feels the repro^ of the wicked, but he never loses the 
favour of his God. The joy of ungodly and impenitent men is but 
of shoii duration, and is followed by a dark aud endless night of 
misery and despair. But heart cannot eoncoivo what Christ has 
prepared for those 'who love him. Here they have the protecting 
presence of their Saviour, and hereafter tlio delights of immortality. 
The fears of believers may prevail for a season ; but when the light 
of God’s countenance begins to shine, believing prayer ascends, like 
fragrant incense, and the graces of love, faith, and hope appear in 
the garden of the soul, flourishing like the palm-tree, and growing 
like the cedar of Lebanon. 


PRAYER. 

LORD, we would reverently and joyfully prostrate our- 
^ selves before thy throne, and adore thee in thy goodness 
and grace. O how great is thy goodness, which thou hast 
laid np for them that fear thee, which thou hast laid up for 
them that tnist in thee before the sons of men I We ^ore 
thy goodness as it shines in the contrivance of salvation, as it 
a])pears in the accomplisliraent of salvation, and as it is dis- 
played in the application of salvation by the Holy Ghost. We 
adore thee as our rock, on whom wc are encouraged to place 
all our hopes ; and as our fortress, where we are permitted to 
flee for refuge, when assailed by the calamities of life. Teach 
us to exercise a lively faith in thee as our covenant God, ns 
our God and Father iu Christ, and with a believing heart to 
exclaim, Into thine hand wc commend our spirit: for tliou 
hast redeemed us, 0 Lord God of truth. 

We thank God, whose special providence has prc.scrved us 
from the dangera of the last night, and brought us in safety 
to the morning of another vSahbath. ^J'hou art giving us new 
ojiportnnities to repent, and turn unto thee, from whom we 
have departed. Lord, turn to us, and wo shall be turned. In 
thy mercy, thou hast awoke our bodies from the slumbers of 
natural sleep ; — O awake our souls from the slumbers of 
spiritual death ; and with liveliness, activity, and joy, may wc 
enter on the sacred and animating engagements of the day. 
Thou hast cheered our natural eye with the light of the 
created sun : O illuminate our minds with the light of thy 
Word, and with the glorious rays of tlie Sun of righteousness. 

Prepare us, aud the peojde with whom we are connected, 
for the sacred services of thy house. May w^e sec tliy power 
and thy glory, as mi have seen thee in the sanctuary. 

May the hearts of our beloved vhildreii be impressed under 
a preached Gospel Soon may they know and believe and love 
and feel thejo^ul sound. 

May thy Spirit rest upon our legislators and rulers, and 
may Divine wisdom be their guide in exercising tlie power with 
which they are invested, for licing a terror to evil doors, and a 
praise unto them that do well. 

Lot all the universities, colleges, and seminaries of learning 
in our land, be moral gardens of spiritual beauty and fruitfulness. 

In a particular manner bless thy ministering servant to 
whose voice we are to listen this day. Touch his heart and 
his tongue, as with a live coal from thy heavenly altar, 

O have mercy upon graceless smners. We would mourn 
over their ignoiance, hardness, impenitenoo, and guilt. Holy 
Spirit, convince them by thine almighty power of their sinful- 
ness and danger. May they know this day, that if they die 
without Christ, they must sink into the lowest hell, without 
the possibility of escape. 

Comfort the afflicted in their retiromont with thy presence, 
O hear our imperfect prater, for Jesus’ sake. 

Our Father which art ra heaven, &c. 

X 2 


TWELFTH WEEK.~SABBATH EVENINO. 


PAJtBON. 

KtfiwU, WilUhire New. &c€t»r. C. m. 

1 TJAJPPT the maa to whom his God 

No more imputes his sin, 

But, washed in tho Kedeemer’s blood, 

Hath made his garments clean ! 

2 Happy beyond expression he, 

Whose debts are thus discharged ; 

And from tho guilty bondage free, 

He feels his soul enlarged. 

3 His spirit hates deceit and lies, 

His words are all sincere ; 

He guards his heart, he guards his eyes, 

To keep his conscience clear. 

4 While I my inward guilt supprest, 

No quiet could I hud : 

Thy wrath lay burning in my breast, 

And racked my tortured mind. 

Watw, Ps. 52. 

PSALM XXXII. 

Blmednm of Pardon. 

T>LESSED w he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin 
is covered. 

2 Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not 
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile. 

8 When I kept silence, my bones waxed old tlirough my 
roaring all the day long. 

4 For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me : my 
moisture is turned into the drought of summer. Selah. 

6 I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have 
I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions imto the 
Lord ; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah. 

6 For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee in a 
time when thou mayest be found : surely in the floods of great 
waters they shall not come nigh imto him. 

7 Thou art my hiding place ; thou shalt preserve me from 
trouble ; thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliver- 
ance. Selah. 

8 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou 
shalt go : I will guide thee with mine eye. 

9 Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no 
understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit and 
bridle, lest they come near unto thee. 

10 M^y sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he that 
trusteth in the Lord, mercy shall compass him about. 

11 Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous : and 
shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart. 


Eeflrctions UPON Psalm xxxn.— N o earthly blessing is worthy to 
be compared with pardon of sin, and acceptance with God. These 
rich privileges are ours, when eur hearts are warmed with divine 
lore, and adorned with unfeigned faith. Sin is tho fruitful source of 
every sorrow. A sense of sin, without a believing view of God’s 
mercy, plunges the soul into the lowest depths of despairing anguish, 
and even sometimes preys upon the body like a wasting pestilence. 
Until the convinced soul pours out its penitential confessions into the 
bosom of the God of grace it can find no peace, the alarming inward 
temjsest will continue to rage, and the firmament of the conscience 
continue to be overspread by clouds of impenetrable gloom. But 
when acknowledgments and confessions are made, when the atone- 
ment of Jesus is looked upon as the only procuring cause of forgive- 
ften the soul is filled with the animating light of spiritual day, 
am the^ Father of mercy proclaims. Be of good cheer, thy sins are 
all foipven &66. lly soul, let it be thy daily and earnest prayer 
to obtain evidences of pardoning mercy, and then thou shdt remain 
•eoure and peaoeftal, though assailed by furious enemies and strong 
^ptetiom I defy enemy, while I believe that my 
^end» IS the almighty Sanour; and I, can diont the song of 
tnumph, even when my adversaries pour out their threatenings ! 


dreadflil as the Jihundeii^ of the sky. Happy are they who hatw 
unerring wisdom for their guide; ana mism^. ore they who are 
led by the obstlaate folly of their own hearts. The lift of the 
wicked is only fhiitM in sorrows, but the life of the righteous 
firuitful in unspeakable joys. How true ! — the ransomed of the 
Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs. 


• PRAYER. 

H eavenly Father, enable 11 B now to present our evening 
prayer under the guiding and aolenonizing influence of 
the Holy Spirit. In the language of inspiration^ we would 
acknowledge and adore thee as our hiding-place ; thou dialt 
preserve us in trouble ; and thou wilt compass us about with 
songs of deliverance. Thou art a God of truth; and what 
encouragement we have to depend upon the promises of thy 
grace 1 Thy Word is right, and all thy works are done in 
truth. Thou lovest righteousness and judgment: the earth 
* is full of the goodness of the Lord. 

I O that each one of us could say and resolve in the words of 
the humble and penitent Psalmist, We acknowledge our sin 
unto thee, and our iniquity we would not hide. We will 
confess our iniquities unto the Lord, and thou wilt forgive the 
iniquity of our sin. Suflbr none of us to be as the horse or 
as the mule, which have no understanding; but may the 
obstinacy of our hearts be subdued ; and our obedience of thy 
blessed laws, it not be the obedience of constraint, but 
the obedience of love. If there are any in this family im- 
penitent and far from Christ, may the convincing power g£ the 
Spirit come home to their conscience, and may they see that 
many sorrows come to the wicked, even sorrows of endless 
punishment and despair, in the habitations of the lost. O 
convince them, and that cfifcctually, of the immense loss they 
sustain by living without God, seeing that they are compassed 
about with mercy who trust in the Lord. Look down with 
great mercy on tnis family, and may all of us be among tho 
blessed ones, whose transgression is forgiven, and whose sin is 
covered. May we be among the blessed ones, to whom the 
Lord will not impute iniquity. As an evidence that we are so 
blessed, may our professions of religion be sincere, and may 
we be without guile. Mercifully fulfil in our experience that 
promise, I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which 
thou shdt go : I Mill guide thee with mine eye. 

Be the instructor of our dear children. Make us faithful 
in placing before them an example of Christian graces and of 
Christian practice. We acknowledge that our instruction will 
avail nothing without thine. Guiddi them with thine unerring 
eye, and at last conduct them to thy heavenly home. 

Sanctify to us the solemnities of thy day. If convictions 
have been produced on our minds by thy Word, O may they 
be cherished, preserved, and strengthened. May we not 
resemble the natural man beholding his^ face in a glass, and 
like him go away forgetting what manner of men we were; 
may the sight we saw of our sinfulness never be forgotten, and 
may we daily apply to the fountain of our Saviour’s merit for 
holiness and pardon. 

Have merev on the afflicted, who have not been able to 
attend thy public courts. Give them the wdl-grounded hope 
that they shall for ever dwell in thy heavenly courts, and etricMr 
the fellowship of Christ. 

Graciously smile on all the churches, and may the diviskuis 
which now prevail among thy flock soon be destroyed by thfi 
irresistible power of the Gospel of Jesus. Have mercy tsgtm 
the Jews, and may they believe that the divine Shiloh is 
to whom shall the gathering of the nations be. 

Be our gracious Protector this night, and hear our 
for Jesus our Redeemer’s sake. 

Our Father which art in heaven, fto. 



TWELFTH WEEK.— MONDAY MORNING. 


SITBHISSIOK. 

FiiMMr. TooUhh/* MwrhvroK Btcht. 
T^OST & 0 U my profit seek, 

^ And ohastim an a Mend? 

0 Ood ! m kiss the smarting rod, 
There’s honey at the end. 

Dost thou, through death’s dark Tale, 
Conduct to heayon at last ? 

The fhture good will make amends 
Fm: all the evil past. ' 

Lord ! I would not repine 
At strokes in mercy sent ; 

If the chastisement comes in lore, 

Ify soul shall be content. 

EXODUS XV. 

Th$ Bitter We/ten of UoflNtk, 


Bbddomk. 


The Bitter Waters of Marah, 

Q O Moaea brought Israel from the Red Sea, and they went 
out into the wilderness of Shur ; and they went three days 
in the wilderness, and found no water. 

23 And when they came to Marah, they could not drink of 
the waters of Marah, for they were bitter : therefore the name 
of it was called Marah. 

24 And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What 
shall we drink? 

26 And he cried unto the Lord ; and the Lord shewed him 
a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, the waters 
were made sweet : there he made for them a statute and an 
ordinance, and there he proved them, 

26 And said. If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice | 
of the Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his 
eij^ht, and wilt ^ve ear to his commandments, and keep all 
his stotutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which 
I have brought upon the Egyptians : for I am the Lord that 
healeth thee. 

27 And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of 
water, and thr^core and ten pdm-trees : and they encamped 
there by the waters. 

EXODUS XVI. 

' TKe Mw'nwrings of Israel, 

A ND they took their journey from Elim, and all the congre- 
gation of the children of Israel came unto the wilderness of 
Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of 
the second month after their departing out of the land of Egypt. 

2 And the whole congregation of the children of Israel mur- 
mured against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 

8 And the children of Israel said unto them. Would to God 
we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, 
when we sat by the fl^h-pots, and when we did eat bread to 
the full j for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to 
kill this whole assembly with hunger. 

4 Then said the Lord unto Moses, Behold I will rain bread 
from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather 
a certain rate every day, that I may prove them, whether they 
will walk in my law, or no. 

5 And it shall come to pass, that on the sixth day they 
shall prepare that which they bring in; and it shall be twice 
as much as they gather daily. 

6 And Moses and Aaron said unto all the children of Israel, 
At even, then ye shall know that the Lord hath brought you 
out from the Iwd of Egypt: 

7 And in the morning, then ye shall see the glory of the 
Lord; fi>r that he heoreth your murmurings against the Lord: 
and wlmt ore that ye murmur against us ? 

8 And Moses said, J%i$ shali he, when the Loip shall give 
yon in the evening flesh to eat, and in the morning bread to 
the fliH ; ior that the Lonn heareth your nsurmurings wMch 
ye meteor egidiiSt Mth ; and whsA te we ? your murmurings 
are not affiinst us, Ite spinst te 


Reflbotioks ttpok ExoDxni xv., xvi.— The woijd is, spiritually 
ridered, a wilderness, which contains in itself no springs of Hving, 
miritoal water to animate and refresh tho soul. They who look to 
the world for consolation and peace ahi^ soon find, to their disap- “ 
pointmont, that all its waters are bitter; but blessed and satuflcd 
are they who can exclaim with holy confidence, ** 0 Lord, our woll- 
springB are in thee.” Truly, Divine grace in the soul is a well of 
water, springing up unto eternal life. Are afflictions bitter wateia? 
They are ; but the Dlessing of God mingled with these waters renders 
them wholesome, medicind, and useful. The Israelites were noto- 
rious for their murmurings against God, even after he had performed 
the most remarkable miracles to deliver them from tho greatest cala- 
mities. Kay we, therefore, learn most earnestly to pray, that we 
may admire and adore God in all his providences, howover diuk or 
mysterious. 

PRAYER. 

li/TERCIFUL and heavenly Father, before entering on the 
duties and secular engagements of another week, we 
would present ourselves as a family before thy mercy-seat, 
and in the name of Jesus express the homage and adoration 
of our hearts. Wo adore thee as tho helper of thy people. 
Prom what wc have now read in thy sacred Word, we see tnat 
thou art a very present help, and that the time of thy people’s 
great extremity is the blessed time of thy gracious oppor- 
tunity. Wo rejoice that thou ridcst on the heavens in thy 
help. May we therefore be encouraged to come boldly to the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in every time of need. 

We thank our God for surrounding us with the arms of his 
protecting goodness during the last night. Every morning 
when we awake, may we feel a disposition to praise the Lord 
for his goodness. When wc lie down on our beds, may our 
thoughts be with God ; and when we awake, may our hearts 
be sensibly mindful of his kindness. Prepare us for all the 
duties and difficulties, temptations, comforts, and crosses of 
the week on which we have entered. May wo feel and show 
that we were suitably impressed on thy day, and in thy coi^, 
by the gracious words to which wc listened. 

Give us grace to enter upon the duties and engagements of 
the day, under a deep impression of the invaluable privileges 
we enjoy. O let our faith in the Gospel not bo a dead faith, 
but a Jiving faith, producing the living fruits of righteousness. 
May wc be under the Divine influence of this faith, in all our 
secular employments, and in all our religious engagements. 
In our temporal pursuits may we ever maintain a religious 
feeling, and long for the glory of that celestial world, where 
the most exalted and refined employments shall fill up the 
ceaseless ages of eternity. 

Sanctify to us the Marah waters of affliction ; by faith may 
we pluck a branch from Christ, the tree of life ; then shall the 
most bitter waters of affliction be in some measim acceptable, 
and always profitable. Give us the true disposition of heaven- 
bound travellers, who look upon* themselves as pilgrims and 
strangers on earth. Teach us, and the dear children of our 
affectionate care, and all our domestics and friends, to look 
on this world as a wilderness, and not our home. 

We thank God that wc have wells of living water, even the 
Word and ordinances of our God, from which we may draw 
tho waters of spiritual and divine consolation. Let none 
among us despise these sacred wells: and may we be prevented 
from applying to the world’s broken cisterns for conuort. 

Above all, we thank thee for Jesus Christ, the bread of life, 
the true manna, which came down from heaven. ^ May we by 
faith eat of this Divine manna, and live for ever. 

Preserve us from a murmuring spirit, and may the disap- 
pointmmits of time lead our thoughts to the eiyoyments of 
eternity. All we adc is for Jesus, our Mediator's sake. 
Amen. 



TWELFTH WEEK.— MONDAY BYBNINO. 


WATCBINO POn SOULS. 
fiwey WeUter^t. JAidhw» Sprt^m. 

L et Sion’s watchmen all awake, 

And take the alarm they give ! 

Now lot them, from the mouth of God, 
Their awM charge receive, 

’Tie not a cause of small import 
The pastor’s care demands ; 

But what might dll an angel’s heart. 

And filled a Saviour’s hands. 

All to the groat tribunal haste, 

The account to render there ; 

And shouldst thou strictly mark oui* faults, 
Lord, wliore should we appear ? Do 


DODfrilXDGB. 


LUKE X. 

Christ sends out Seventy Disciples. 

A FTER these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, 
and sent them two and two before his face into every city 
and place, whither he himself would come. 

2 Therefore said he unto them. The harvest truly is great, 
but the labourers are few : pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest. 

8 Go your ways : behold, I send you forth as lambs among 
wolves. 

4 Cany neither purse, nor scrip, nor shoes ; and salute no 
man by the way. 

6 And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say. Peace be 
to this house. 

6 And if the son of peace be there, your peace shall rest 
upon it : if not, it shall turn to you again. 

7 And in the same house remain, eating and drinking such 
things as they give : for the labourer is worthy of his hire. 
Go not from house to house. 

8 And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you, 
eat such things as arc set before you : 

9 And heed the sick that are therein, and say unto them. 
The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. 

10 But into w hatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you 
not, go your ways out into the streets of the same, and say, 

11 Even the very dust of your city, which cleaveth on us, 
we do wipe off against you : notwithstanding be yc sure of 
this, that the kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. 

12 But I say unto you. That it shall be more tolerable in 
that day for Sodom, than for that city. 

18 Woe unto thee, Chorazin 1 woe unto thee, Bethsaida ! 
for if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
which have been done in you, they had a great while ago 
repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 

14 But it sh^ he more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the 
judgment than for you. 

16 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted to heaven, 
shalt be thrust down to hell. 

16 He that heareth you heareth me; and he that despiseth 
you despiseth me; and he that doapiseth me despiseth him 
that sent me. 

17 And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, 
even the devils are subject unto us through thy name. 

18 And he said unto them, I beheU Satan as lightning 
Ml from heaven. 

19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and 
soorpiona, and over all the power of the enemy ; and nothing 
shall by any means hurt you. 

2D Notwithstanding in this rqoioe not, that the MpinU are 
sn^eot unto you ; but rather rqoioe, because your are 
written in hwen. 

Bmaorrcwi uiw Jjm x.— Jesus is the great king and head of 
his Chureb, and be alone can qualify, prepare, and appoint suitAle 
^ lee 


servants to be the pastors of his fiook, and to nroelaim his unsearoh* 
able riches in his name. Such as Jesus oaUi into his service are 
made willing to ^dure hardness for his sake; th^ who prefer 
worldly ease and mere nersonol comfori to his cause, plainly show 
that they have entered me ministry without his call. The heralds 
of the cross are not invested with the power of working miracles upon 
the diseased bodies of men, but they are the honoured means, by the 
power of the Spirit, in conferring the most invaluable bluings on 
the souls of men. When the Gospel which they proclaim is the 
power of God unto salvation, they arc instrumental in opening the 
eyes of them who are spiritually blind, in unstopping the ears of 
those who are spiritually deaf, in making the spiritually lame to 
leap as a hart, and the spiritually dumb to sing. 

PRAYER. 

O THOU Divine and exalted Saviour, we acknowledge and 
adore thee in all thy glory, majesty, and grace. Though 
formerly humbled in thy humanity, thou thoughtest it no, 
robbery to be equal with God. In thy mediatorial capacity 
thou art exalted and extolled very high, and a name ia given 
thee above every name, that every knee should bow before 
thee, and all created intelligences confess that thou art Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

We desire, O Lord, with grateful hearts to draw near to thy 
throne of grace, through the merit of our Saviour’s death. 

I Let the temporal and spiritual blessings of the day raise our 
admiration of God, who daily loadeth us with benefits. May 
our numerous shortcomings during the past day be forgiven, 
and may the we have contracted be washed away by the 
blood of JesuistJhe sacrifice for the sins of men. May our 
daily sins be yolyowed by daily repentance ; and may the evil 
and danger ofl ‘^iV be more and more evident to our minds. 
If there arc any imong us unconvinced, may wc be convinced 
now, that without faith in Christ, the only propitiation, wo 
must live and die under the wrath of an oflended God. O 
preserve ns from such a doom, for who can stand before thee 
when once thou art angry I 

May wc lie down upon our beds at peace with God, looking 
to the righteousness of Christ alone as the only foundation of 
our hopes of pardon and acceptance. Looking to Jesus aa our 
only Saviour, we commend ourselves and our beloved friends 
to thy Divine and fatherly protection. May each of us, in 
the exercise of a lively faith, lie down tp rest as in the arms 
of our God, reposing on the bosom of Jesus : and may we see 
that our souls are sprinkled with bis precious blood. 

Deeply impress upon the minds of the dear children our 
family that they must die* Inspire their youthful minds with 
faith in Christ in him may tney trust for pardon : to him 
may they look as the only friend who can lead them ia the 
heavenly Jerusalem above* 

Wo have now read that the harvest is great, but that the 
labourers are few. Teach us to look upon the world as a vast 
harvest-field, from which there are millions of souls reouiring 
to be gathered to Christ. Holy Spirit, multiply mthfru 
ministers of the cross ; send forth multitudes of labourers into 
the vineyard, and let blessed and laim accessiom be speedily 
made to the Church and kingdom of Immanuel. Have zneroy 
ou all who are labonriug, more publicly or privately, in thy 
vineyard. Above all things, give them increasing degrees of 
thy Spirit, increasing zeal for the glory of increasing 
compassion for poor, wretched souls ready to perish, in- 
crearing concern to be the honoured instnuntmts of rescuing 
captives from the tyranny of Satan, and incre^Ug jjoy wHen 
the jpoor sinner is reclaimed from the error of his ways. 

May the a$icted live in the enjloyment of all those oouEiiforti 
which the Gospel affords. May our prayers he liean^ ior 
Jesus’ sake; to whoui| irith the Father aw etsmsl 9{iiritA fae 
glory and praise, for em and eror. Aam* 


TWELFTH WEEK.— TUESDAY MORNING. 


tBElSV tHfl YHUIB BHIAD. 

Mkn*i Banki» PmHih. OrevUlt, Motion. m . 

1 T ET US adore the eternal Word, 

'Tis he our souls hath fed; 

Thou art our liring stream, 0 Lord, 

And thou the immortal bread. 

:l The manna came £ix)m lower skies. 

But Jesus ^m above. 

Where the fresh springB of pleasure rise. 

And rivers flow wim love. 

$ Bless’d be the Lord that nves his flesh 
To nourish dying men ! 

And often spreads his table fresh 
Lest we should faint again. Watts, 5, B. Ill, 


EXODUS XVI. 

Mofma giwn, 

A ND it came to pass, that at even the quails eamc up, and 
covered the camp : and in the morning the dew lay round 
about the host. 

14 And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon 
the face of the wilderness there lay a small round thing, as 
small as the hoar frost on the ground. 

16 And when the children of Israel saw i/, they said one to 
another, It is manna : for they wist not what it was. And 
Moses said unto them, This is the bread which the Ijord hath 
given you to eat. 

16 This is the thing which the Lord hath commanded, 
Gather of it every man according to his eating, an omcr for 
every man, according to the num W of your persons ; take ye 
every man for them which are in his tents. 

17 And the children of Israel did so, and gathered, some 
more, some less. 

18 And when they did mete it with an omer, he that 
gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little 
had no lack ; they gathered every man according to his eating. 

19 And Moses said, Let no man leave of it till the morning. 

20 Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses ; but 
some of them left of it until the morning, and it bred worms, 
and stank ; and Moses was wroth with them. 

21 And they gathered it every morning, every man according 
to his eating : and when the sun waxed hot, it melted. 

22 Arid it came to pass, that on the sixth day they gathered 
twice as much bread, two omers for one man : and all the 
rulers of the congregation came and told Moses. 

25 And Moses said, Eat that to day ; for to day is a sabbath 
unto the Lord : to day ye shall not find it in the field. 

26 Six days ye shall gather it; but on the seventh day, 
which is the sabbath, in it there shall be none. 

27 And it came to pass, that there went out some of the 
people on the seventh day for to gather, and they found none. 

28 And the Lord said unto Moses, How long refuse ye to 
keep my commandments and my laws ? 

82 And Moses said, This is the thing which the Lord com- 
mandeth, KU an omer of it to be kept for your generations ; 
that they may see the bread wherewith I have fed you in the 
wilderness, wnen 1 brought you forth from the land of Egypt. 

88 And Idoses said unto Aaron, Take a pot, and put an 
omer full of mamm therein, and lay it up before the Lord, to 
be kept for your generations. 

84 Ajs the Lord commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up 
before the Testimony, to be kept. 

85 And the ohila^n of Israel did eat manna forty years, 
until th^ came to a land inhabited : they did eat manna, until 
th^ came unto tiie borders of the land of Canaan. 

mm Exodus xn. — Boundlese and inexhaustible m 
OodH pK)pi43eliiial aHid gtaekMis resouross tvm the finmer, ho 


suppHes the wonts of every Hving thing; and from the latter, ho 
ennehes the church militant on earth with grace, and the church 
tnumphimt with glory. How great is his goodness ? ” Hone can 
tell I 0 that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for 
his wonderful works to the children of men I'* The Israelites were 
filled with wonder when they saw the manna. What wonder and 
tha^ulness should fill our hearts when wo of Christ the 

Divine Manna, who is the true bread of life, who came down fi’om 
heaven, that they who receive him, and feed upon him, may live for 
ever. Do wo highly estimate Jesus, his salvation, the doctrines of 
his grace, and the promises of his truth, as manna from heaven 
sweeter thp honey; and do we daily hunger after this manna, and 
feed upon it as the food of our souls, and Sie joy of our hearts ? 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD, we ^ore thee as our everlasting Father, and 
^ would say with thy Church in former days, Doubtless 
thou art our Father, though Abraiiam be ignorant of us, and 
Israel acknowledge us not ; thou, O Lord, art our Father, and 
our Redeemer. O fulfil in our experience that promise, I will 
be a father unto you, and yc shall be my sons and daughters, 
I will put my law in their inward parts, aud write it in their 
hearts, and will be their God, and they shall be ray people. 
And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I 
will not turn away from them to do them good ; but 1 will put 
my fear in their hearts, and they sliall not depart from me. 
Graciously fulfil in our experience these great and precious 
promises. 

We bless our covenant God and Father in Christ for the 
mercies of another night, l^hou hast given us rest and sleep 
and refreshment and protection. Bless us in ail the engage- 
ments of this day. Let not our affections be placed on the 
objects of time ; and even when our time is occupied with our 
temporal pursuits, may our minds often rise to heavenly objects; 
May we not be ensnared by the temptations of the aay ; and 
may we know what it is to have daily fellowship with the 
Father, aud his Son, Jesus Christ : aud thus have, every da}', 
a foretaste of the joys of heaven, 

O Lord, we would now dedicate our souls anew to thee ; and 
may it be our happiness to serve thee on earth, and eternally 
to enjoy thee in heaven. 

May the Holy Spirit bless what we have now read of the 
manna, and of the Divine sanction given to the Sabbath-day. 
We bless thee, O Lord, for miraculously preserving thy 
Chureh from perishing with hunger in the desert. And we 
thank thee, that thou hast constantly aud abundantly supplied 
all our wants, from our birth to the present day. Our bread 
has been given us, and our water has been sure. More espe- 
cially we thank thee for Jesus, aud the blessings of salvation, 
the true manna, which came down from heaven. By faith 
may we relish and desire this manna ; by faith may we feed 
daily on this manna. In the strength of this manna may we 
journey onward to our heavenly home. 

0 give our dear children grace to love this manna, to seek 
this manna, and daily to feed upon it, as the vital nourishment 
of their soul. 

We thank God for the abundance of the blessings of salva- 
tion, that there is enough aud to spare. What reason have we 
to bless thee for the freedom of these inestimable blessings I 
May we unceasinglT rejoice, that pardon, acceptance, regene- 
ration, holiness, and even heaven itself, are blessings onered 
to the chief of sinners, who are welcomed by the God of 
grace to receive them all, without money and without price. 
May none of us despise these blessings. Convince us that 
no punishment will be so grievous as the punishment of those 
who die despising mercy. O preserve us from such a sm, 
and hear our bundle pn^er, for Jesus our Immanoers sake. 
Amen. 



TWELFl’H WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


CHOOSING THE BETTER PART. 

Alfred* Kenue^. Peru. Marht. *- M 

1 TJESET with snares on every hand, 

" In life’s uncertain path I stand : 

Saviour divine ! diffuse thy light 

To guide my doubtfhl footsteps right. 

2 Engage this roving, treacherous heart 
To fix on Mary’s better ptui;, 

To scorn the trifles of a day 
For joys that none can take away. 

3 Then let the wildest storms arise ; 

Let tempests mingle earth and skies ; 

No fatal shipwreck shall I fear, 

But all my treasures with mo lx?ar. 

DOODttlDaK. 

LUKE X. 

Tke Good Sema/ritan. 

A ND, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, 
saying. Master, What shall I do to inherit eternal life ? 

26 He said unto him, What is written in the law ? how 
readest thou? 

27 And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength, and with all thy mind ; and thy neighbour as thyself. 

28 And he said unto him. Thou hast answered right : this 
do, and thou shalt live. 

29 But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And 
who is my neighbour ? 

30 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which 
stripped him of his raiment, and wounded 4im, and depaiied, 
leaving him half dead. 

81 And by chance there came down a certmn priest that 
way : and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 

82 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came 
and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. 

83 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where 
he was : and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, 

84‘ And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in 
oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him 
to an inn, and took care of him. 

85 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two- 
pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him. Take 
care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when 1 
come again I will repay thee. 

86 Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour 
unto him that fell among thieves? 

87 And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said 
Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise. 

38 Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into 
a oertoin village ; and a certain woman named Martha received 
him into her house. 

89 And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at 
Jesus^ feet, and heard his word. 

40 But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and 
came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my 
sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she 
help me. 

41 And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, 
thou art careful and troubled about many things : 

42 But one thing is needful : and Mary hath chosen that 
good part, which shall not be taken away worn her. 

Befebottons upon Jaike X. — It is a humiliating sight to witness 
man of rank, influence, and learning, without grace, and as ignorant of 
the great scheme of salvation as wandering Indians. The treasures of 
human knowledge can avail me nothing in the day when the earthly 
house of this tabernacle is laid down— in the day ou which I shall 


app^ before the judgment-seat of Ohrist — ^if I am destitute of that 
Bpmtual knowlodge which is indii^ensably necessary for ^e salvo* 
tion of the soul. They who are taught of Qod, blow and are oon- 
vinoed they can do noming to obtain eternal liih. They know, and 
believe, that if they were able to rear numerous and magnifleent 
edifloes, either for the purposes of piety or of mercy, yea, that if 
they laid down their lives to feed the poor, or gave fruit of 
their body for the sin of the soul, they should inflmtely come short 
of purchasing for thomselves salvation— of obtaining acceptance with 
Qod, the paidon of sin, or a title to heaven. They look to Jesus 
alone as ^'Tho Lord their righteouBness,” and to w atonement as 
the only foundation of their hope. How compassionate is Jesus! 
He saw us in our sins, in our blood, and in our wretchedness, and 
camo on wings of love for our relief I 


PEAYER. 

TpATHER, Son, and Spirit, one God, we adore thee aa the 
living God. Thou hast in thyself a life uncreated and 
immutable. Thou art the fountain of all life that exists, from 
the life of the minutest insect to that of the loftiest arcdiaugel. 

In thy being thou dost stand alone and independent, pos- 
sessed of all within thyself which is essential for thy blessed- 
ness, while thy purposes are infinitely beyond the control of 
all creatures. 

While we draw near to present our evening prayer, may the 
garden of our souls be refreshed by the sacred breezes of the 
Spirit’s influences. Awake, 0 north wind, and come, thou 
south; blow upon our garden, that the spices thereof may 
flow out. 

We would acKnowiedge and feel our nothmgness, sinfulness, 
and guilt, in thy presence. We are less than nothing and 
vanity, and have reason to be unceasingly amazed at thy 
gracious condescension, in looking on such polluted worms, 
and permitting them to enjoy intercourse with thyself. 

Wc CjOnfess that in Adam our covenant-head we lost a rich 
inheritance of life and blessedness ; but we rejoice that Jesus 
the second Adam has regained the inheritance. While we 
have reason to mourn that the wages of sin is death, we have 
reason to sing for joy, that the gift of God is eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Graciously preserve us from 
a self-righteous spirit ; from imagining that wc are ever able by 
our own works to obtain from God a blessing of such inesti- 
mable worth, May we not therefore go about to establish our 
own righteousness, which is no righteousness, but may we 
submit with joy to the righteousness of Christ. By fai&, 
O Jesus, may we receive and trust in thee as the Lord our 
righteousness. Give us the pleasing evidence that we ore pos- 
sessed of that spiritual life on earth, which will be foUowea by 
eternal life in heaven. O teach us to love the Lord our Qod 
with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our strength, 
and with all our mind; and our neighbour as ourself. Let 
love reign in our hearts. O Lord, teach us to long and pray 
for each other’s salvation. 

Save the dear children. Make them the early trophiee qf 
our Saviour^a conquest. Give them now that l{fe of grace 
which will be followed by a Iffe of glory. 

Extend thy mercy to all our relatives and friends. Preserve 
them and us from the sinful and excessive cares of this life. 
Like Mary, may we choose the good part, the one thing need- 
ful, which is never refused to those who seek it, and mich is 
never lost by those who obtain it. Like Mary, may we sit at 
Jesus’ feet, and learn lessons of humiUfy, of^ love, of holiness, 
and faith. We acknowledge thy fatherly and providential 
podness manifested to us during this day. May the wc 
have contracted be washed away by the all-prevailing merit ol 

Saviour’s righteousness. Continue thy Ipud n ess through 
the ^ht on which we are entering, and may we be prepared 
and fitted for the duties of another day. We ask these Uessings 
in the name of Christ, our Mediator and Eedeemer. ASm 




TWELFTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY MOENINQ. 


ISEASL'S GOD. 

SbmmttNewn Aubism, QtmXnidgeNcw G.ai. 

1 fFHB Lord hun«olf chose Israel’s way, 

And marked their jotimeys right ; 

Gkye them a leading cloud by day, 

A dery guide by night. 

3 They thirst; and waters from the rock 
In rich abundance dow, 

And, following still the course they took, 

Eon aU the desert through. 

3 0 wondrous stream ! 0 blessed type 
Of ever-flowing grace . 

So Christ, our rock, maintains our life 

Through all this wilderness. Watts, JP«. 106, 

ixoi)U»x\^ 

The AmaUkite§ overcwntSf and the Power of Prayer, 

A nd all the congregation of the children of Israel jour- 
neyed from the wilderness of Sin, after their journeys, 
according to the commandment of the Lonn, and pitched in 
Rephidim : and there waa no water for the people to drink. 

2 Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said. 
Give us water that we may drink. And Moses said unto them. 
Why chide ye with me ? wherefore do ye tempt the Loan ? 

8 And the people thirsted there for water ; and the people 
mm’mured against Moses, and said, Wherefore is this that thou 
hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children 
and our cattle with thirst ? 

4 And Moses cried unto the Lord, saying. What shall I do 
unto this people? they be almost ready to stone me. 

6 And the Lord said linto Moses, Go on before the people, 

' and take with thee of the elders of Israel ; and thy rod, wlmto- 
with thou amotest the river, take in thine hand and go. 

6 Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in 
Horeb ; and thou shalt smite the rook, and there shall come 
water out of it, that the people may diink. And Moses did 
so in the sight of the elders- or Isr^l.' 

7 And he called the mime of the place Massah, and Meribah, 
because of the chiding ofthe children of Israel, and l>ecause they 
tempted the Lord, saying. Is the Lord anionjg.nj|, or not? 

8 Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 
9 And Moses said imto Joshua, Ghoose us out men, and 
go out, fight Tvith Amalek : to morrow I will stand on the top 
of the hill with the rod of God ip mine hand. 

10 So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought 
with Amalek : and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the 
top of the hill. 

11 A nd it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that 
Israel prevailed: and when ho let down his hand, Amalek 
prevailed. 

12 But Mosos^ hands were heai^; and they took a stone, 
and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and 
Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the 
other on the other side ; and his hands were steady until the 
going down of the sim. 

18 And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the 
edge of the sword. ‘ 

14 And the Lord said unto Moses, Write this /or a memo- 
rial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I wih 
utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. 

16 And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it 
JEHOVAH-nissi: ^ 

16 For he said, Because the Lord hath sworn that the Lord 
wiU have war with Amalek fipom generation to generation. 

lirnkmovB uroK Zbeontrs xvm— God brought his people Israel * 
into garni and ^aBloolties that thesy might foel their depen- 


dclayed ; but given up to the perverBcncss of ihoir natuie, the hord- 
um of their hearts, and the obstinacy of their wills, they preferred 
distrust to holy confidence, and unreasonable murmurings to earnest 
prayer and humble supplications. 'When saints are called to suffer 
for the sake of Christ, their Divipo Lord considers the iujurics done 
to them as done to himself, and the indignity shown to them as 
shown to himself. He said in the days of his humbled humimity, 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of these my 
children, ye have done it unto me.” What a striking figure of 
Christ is the rock Horeb, wlucli was smitten and rent in the wil- 
^rnesB, and which supplied the Israel of God with refreshing water 
In the desert ! 


PRAYER. 

"I^ATIIER of mercies, we desire with holy reverence to as- 
scmble around the domestic altar- to present our morning 
sacrifice, and to offer up our ..adorations and supplications in 
the name of Clirist. Thou art the fountain of life, and the 
overflowing, the inexhaustible fomitaiu of all those comforts 
which render life blessed. We .thank thee, O God, for those 
instances fff thy providential goodness to Israel of old which 
thou didst manifest when they were reduced to the greatest 
straits. In thy inercy thou didst send them water from the 
rock when they were ready to perish by thirst; and thou 
didst deliver them from powerful encmits when they were in 
danger of being destroyed by the ravages of war. Wc will give 
thanks to thee for the dbliveranccs accomplished for thy Church 
in ancient days, for it is good; for thy mercy endureth for ever. 

Give us grace, O Lord, to look upon this world as a desert 
wlpch can yield no supplies for our immortal souls. Wliile 
multitudes look upon it- as their home; may wc look upon it 
as. a dry and thirsty land where no water is. Wo thank God 
for the waters of salvation. May each meinber of tliis family 
thirst after the waterii of the river of life, and may wc rejoice 
witli joy unspeakable that there is a river, the streams whereof 
supply thy .people with Divine consolation and grace. 

Lord, lead us in the green p^turcs of Gospel ordinances, 
and beside the still waters of Gtospel grace. We thank thee 
that thou hast not dealt with us as our iniquities deserved, by 
sepding us to the wilderness of despair, where no waters of 
sjdyatiou flow, where no beam of liope shines, where no sound 
of mercy is heard, and where no pardons arc proclaimed. 

Sanctify to us the afflictions of life. Like Moses, may we 
cry earnest^ to God in prayer when the storms of affliction 
assail us, 6 may our hopes be firmly. placed on Jeaus the 
Divine foundation; then we sball have a resting-place of 
Divine security, from which no calamities shall ever be able 
to remove us. ‘ . ' 

May the Holy Spirit teach us to see in the rock Horeb a 
type of Jesus, who was smitten by the ourto of a fiery law, 
that streams of mercy might flow forth, to mm through the 
wilderness of this world, for purifying, refreshing, and saving 
our ruined race. By faith may wo believe, 0 our redeeming 
Saviour, that thou didst bear our griefb and carry our sorrows; 
that thou wast stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted ; that 
thou wast wounded for pur transgressions, and bruised for our 
iniquities. ’ , 

Convince our dear children that by nature their hearts 
are hard as adamant^ and that thy grace is necessary to 
soften and change them. O give them new hearts^ and put 
thy Spirit within them. 

During another night thou hast preserved us, and to another 
day thou hast spared our forfeited lives. Accept the thank- 
fiihiess of our hearts. As an evidence that our expressions of 
gratitude are sincere, may we serve thee with affectionate 
nd^ty this day. Whatsoever we do, may wo do all to the 
glory of God. Hear us, for Jesus’ sake, who is worthy, with 
the Father and Holy Ghost, to receive glory, honour, ana 
praiict for ever and ever. Amen. 



TWELFTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


TH£ MISERADLK WORLDLING. 

Amndd, Oldham, Tutihridge. Wmiagt, 0, M. 

1 rjELTJDEDBoulK! wlio think to find 

^ A solid bliss below : ' 

Bliss ! tlio fair flower of Paradise, 

On earth cun luiv cr "row. 

2 Seo how tho foolish wretch is pleased 

To increase liis worldly store ; 

Too scanty now ho finds his barns, 

And covets room for more. 

3 "What shall I do ? distressed he cries : 

This scheme will 1 pursue : 

My scanty bams shall now come down. 

I’ll build them largo and new. 

4 Scarce had ho spoke, W’hon, lo ! from heaven 

Tho Almighty made reply ; 

For wliom dost thou provide ? thou fool I 

TJiis night thyself shalt die. NsBonAH. • 

LUKE XI. 

Clmst's Counsels, 

A ND he said unto them. Which of you shall have a friend, 
and shall go unto liini at midnight, and say unto him, 
Friend, lend me three loaves ; 

G For a iri(;nd of mine in his journey is come to me, and I 
have notliing to set before liiin ? 

7 And lie fioiii within shall answer and say. Trouble me 
not: the door is now' shut, and my oliildren are witli me in 
bed; I cannot rise and give thee. 

8 Isay unto you, though he will not rise and give him 
because lie is liis friend, yet because of his im])ortunity he 
will rise and gi\ c him as many as he ueedetli. 

U And J say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 
and ye shall Ihid ; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 

1() For every ouc tljat asketli reeeivetb: and be that sceketU 
findeth; and to him that kuockctli it shall be opened. 

11 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, 
will lie give liim a stone ? or if he ask a fish, Avill ho for a fish 
give him a serpent ? 

13 Or il‘ho shall ask an egg, will lie ofier him a scorpion? 

13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your childi'eii : lioiv much more shall t/ou)' heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him ? 

LUKE XII. 

The Miseries of the Graceless Hick Man, 

A ND one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to 
my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me. 

14 And he said unto him, Man, w ho made me a judge or a 
divider over you ? 

15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of cove- 
tousness: for a mail’s life consistetb uot in the abundance of 

1 the things which he posses.scth. 

16 And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground 
of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully : 

17 And ho thought within himself, saying. What shall I 
do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits ? 

18 And he said, This will I do : I will puli down my barns, 
and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and 
my goods. 

19 And I will say to my soul. Soul, thou hast much goods 
laid up for many years; take thine ease, cat, diink, and be merry. 

20 But said unto him. Thou fool, this night thy soul 
shall be required of thee : then whose shall those things be, 
which thou hast provided ? 

21 So is he that layctli up treasure for himself, and is not 
rich toward God. 

Keflectionts XTPOJf LtrjCE XI., x.n. — ^Earthly friends and human 
friendsWp are, in their place, vuluablo blessings, which call forth 


our thankfulness to Qod, from whom all blessings flow. Have we 
earthly friends ? Tho flame of Mond8]|np can only be preserved alive 
by reciprocal acta of kindness and friendship. There Si no friend 
like Christ : the more wo depend upon him the more is he delighted. 
Wo may soon exhaust tho patience of earthly friends by our impor* 
tuuiticB ; but our numerous, earnest, and long-continued suppuca* 
lions can never displease Jesus. Great is the willingness of earthly . 
pai’ents to listen to the requests of their offspring— tlio dear objects 
of their paternal regard; but infinitely moro wiUing is Jesus to 
lend a loving car to tho cry of liis people. May wo bo prosorvod 
from covoting earthly riches, wliich perish ; and may we be taught 
to covet earnestly tlio best gifts, namely, a heavenly inheritanoe, 
which endures for over. 

O THOU merciful and prayer-hearing God, we esteem our- 
selves infinitely honoured in being permitted, at tho close 
of the day, after its duties and engagements, to encompass 
thine holy altar, and, in the name of Jesus, to present our 
evening prayer. Great, O Lord, are the works of thy mercy 
and power, and sought out of all them that take pleasure 
therein. Teach us graciously to take pleasure in the works 
of thy mercy ; and, like the angels, may we earnestly, yet 
liumbl 3 '^, look into the mysteries of redeeming grace. Thy 
work is honourable and glorious ; and thy righteousness cn- 
diu’eth for ever. The wonderful w^orks of thy mercy shall be 
remembered to all generations ; for thou art gracious and full 
of compassion. 

May the Word we have now read come home to our under- 
stfiudiug and heart with irresistible efficacy and power. Tliy 
Word has been the mean of the salvation of myriads; O make 
it the mean of ow?* salvation. As thy Word and Gospel are 
the power of God to salvation to those who believe. Lord, 

I give us faitli, that it may be tho power of God to the salva- 
tion of qnr souls. 

We adore thee, O Jesus, as the friend of man — as the friend 
who sticketb closer than any brother. We thank tliee for 
acting the part of a kind friend, in laying down thy life to 
save us, and in opening up a way by which we may have 
constant access to a prayer-hearing God. May thy Spirit 
teach ns to pray — to pmy with fervency, liumility, and per- 
severing importunity. Let us not pray as if w'e imagined our 
God was unwilling to heai’ our supplications;^ but may we 
pray under the believing conviction tlu^t all oui' prayem which 
arc agreeable to thy will, and presented with faith in the name 
of Christ, shall assuredly be answered. When we prostrate 
ourselves before the throne of grace, in the closet, in the 
family, or in the sanctuary, may thy promise be ever alive in 
our believing remembrance : Ask, and it shall be given you ; 
seek, and yc shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you. 

Tjordj have mercy on our children. The love qf o^r hearty 
our concern for their eternal inierestsy prompt us to pray 
fervently for their salvation. Give them praying hearts. 
May they love thy Word, may they hear iiy and may they 
keep it as a sacred treasure. 

Lord, deliver us from a covetous, worldly spirit. May we 
take warning from the rich man in the parable, who 
an eartljy inheritance and lost his soul. Holy .Spirit, enable 
us to lay up a treasure in heaven, where we shall be ever with 
the Lord. 

We express our unworthiness of the mercies of the past day. 
Lord, accept the tribute of our thanksgiving. May our daily 
sins be washed away by Jesus' blood. May we lie down upon 
our beds this night with growing confidence in thy provi- 
dential goodness, exercising a lively hojKJ in Jestui, ojir only 
Saviour, in whose name we present our prayers, and to wliitoii 
with the Father and Holy Spirit, we ascribe the kingdom; 
power, and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


TWELFTH WEBK.—THUESBAY MOENING. 


MOUNT 8XON. 

Wmki/p* QfxMbofro\ Qreat JlftUon» c. m* 

1 I^OT to the terrors of the Lord, 

The tempest, fire, and smoke ; 

Not to the thunder of that word 
'Which God on Sinai spoke. 

2 But are come to Sion’s hill. 

The of our God, 

Where milder words declare his will, 

And spread his loye abroad. ^ 

3 Behold the innumerable host 

Of an^ls clothed in light I 
Behold ttio spirits of the just. 

Whose faith is turned to sight ! 

Watts, 152, IL 

EXODUS XIX. 

Qod^i Memtge to the People at Sinau 

I N the third month, when the children of Israel were gone 
forth out of the land of Egypt, the same day came they 
info the wilderness of Sinai. 

8 And Moses went up unto God, and the Loiin called unto 
him out of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the 
house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel ; 

4 Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I 
bare you on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto myself. 

5 Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep 
my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me 
above all people : for all the earth in mine : 

6 And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an 
holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak 
unto the children of Israel. 

7 And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, 
and laid before their faces all these words which the Lord 
commanded him. 

8 And all the people answered together, and said, All that 
the Lord hath spoken ^ve will do. And Moses returned the 
words of the people unto the Lord. 

9 And the Lord said \mto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in 
a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with 
thee, and believe thee for ever. And Moses told the words of 
the people unto the Lord, 

10 And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, 
that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud 
upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; 
so that all the people that was in the camp trembled. 

17 And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to* 
meet with God; and they stood at the nether part of the mount. 

18 And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because 
the Lord descended upon it in fire : and the smoke thereof 
ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount 
quaked greatly. 

19 And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and 
waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered 
him by a voice. 

20 And the Lord camo down upon mount Sinai, on the 
top of the mount : and the Lord called Moses up to the top 
of the mount; and Moses went up. 

21 And the Lord said unto Moses, Go down, charge the 
people, lest they break through imto the Lord to gaze, and 
mamr of timm perish. 

22 And let the priests also, wliich come near to the Lord, 
sanctify themselves, lest the Lord break forth upon them. 

24 the Lord said unto him. Away, get thee down, 
and thpu shalt come up, thou, and Aaron with thee : but let 
ndt the pririiti and ike people break through to come up unto | 
tho lest he break forth upon them. I 

26«Sb Moses went down unto the people, and spake unto 
thexh. 


Rsplectioks wn Exodus xix.— *G reat was tlic delivorance ol ' 
Israel from Egyptian bondage; far gronter tho clelivcranco of tho 

saints of God from sin’s dominion, and from tlio tyranny oC Satan, 

tho prince of the power of tho air. Karo wo nblaincfl this glorious 
delivcrtmcG ? — are tho chains of our spiritual slavoiy burst asundor? 
— and do we enjoy tlio holy and blosscd liberty of the sons of God? 
Great is tlio affection of the eagle, tho king of birds, to its offspring. 
See how it flutters over them with its powerful, outstretched wings; 
SCO how it bcius up its young upon its wings ; and see with what 
energy it defends thorn from danger. Hero wo liavo an emblem of 
God's affectionate caro of his people. He never withdraws from 
them his loving, watchful cyo : ho defends and comforts them with 
the wings of his almighty power; and on those wings ho bears them 
up and carries them, imtil, at last, he conveys thorn to their heavenly 
homo. At Sinai God came to Israel with his law accompanied 
by thund^ngs and lightnings ; now he comes to us in his Gospel 
accompanied by smiles of love, complacency, and peace. 

PRAYEll. 

^ LORD, thoii art to be feanjd above all gods. Who shall 
not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou 
only.art holy. May the solemn trutlis we have now read be 
Instrumental in filling our minds with a filial fear and a holy 
reverence of thee, O Lord our God. 

Wc acknowledge thine unmerited goodness in protecting 
and sparing us during the last night. May our bodily rest 
and refreshment invigorate our minds, and animate us to serve 
thee, this clay, with readiness and joy. Tliy hands have made 
us and fiishioncd ns and prcserv’^cd us ; give us understanding, 
that w(^ may learn thy commandments. We i)ray thee, let thy 
merciful kindness be for oiir comfort this day, according to the 
Word thou hast given unto thy servants. Contiimc with us 
our temporal blessings. Give us day by day our daily bread. 
To thee wc would present our first offerings — to thee, who 
sendest thy sun every day to cheer us witli his rays, and 
gladden us with his iiiflucnec. 

We desire with the deepest humility to acknowledge our 
unworthincss of all the goodness tliou hast made to pass before 
us. From our birtli to the present moment tliou hast done 
to us what thou didst to ancient Israel — thou hast borne us 
up as on eagles’ wings. May wc he savingly brought to thy- 
self. Wc have been brought to thy Word, and wc have been 
brought to thy sanctuary: may wc in reality h(^ brought to the 
bosom of thy grace, and may wc ho encompassed by the ever- 
lasting arms of thy mercy. O make thy covenant until us as 
a family ; and may wc keep thy covenant : then shall wc he 
a peculiar treasure unto thee. Have mercy u])oii the iuha- 
liitants of our land; turn the hearts of all ranks of men to 
thyself; teacli them to obey thy laws, observe tliino ordi- 
nances, sanctify thy Sabbath, receive thy Son, and keep thy 
covenant : then shall our nation be a pcculiai* treasure unto 
thee above all people. 

May we know savingly what it is to enjoy communion with 
thee tho Father in thy love, wnth thee the Son in thy grace, 
and with thee the Spirit in thine influences. Convince us of 
the necessity of holy and solemn preparation for approaching 
the Divine presence in the holy ordinances of the Gospel, 

We thank thee, O Lord, for the Gospel dispensation, with 
all its mildness, and all its light. Wc rejoice that the tremen- 
dous terrors of the old dispensation arc past, and that our ears 
are now saluted with the soft, sweet music of the still, small 
voice of the Gospel. 

We pray for the rising race in general, and for the dear 
children of our family in 2 icirticular. Great God, now con^ 
descend to bless them ; and soon may they be made the tvilling 
subjects of thy victorious ^race. 

We ask the pardon of sm, the answer of our humble prayers, 
and the acceptance of our persons, in tho name of Jesus, ouf 
only Mediator and Redeemer. Amen. 

T 2 IflS 


TWELFTH WEEK.— THURSDAY EVENING. 


7RINCK JESXT8. 

ObarUy. Radiance. Portugal. RothmU. l . 

X T^XALTED Prince of life, wo own 
Tho royal honours of tliy throne ; 

*T is fixed by God’s almighty hand, 

And seraphs bow at thy command. 

2 Exalted Saviour ! we confess 

The sovereign triumphs of thy grace; 

'Wlierc beams of gentle radiance shine, 

And temper maj(-‘sty divine. 

3 Wide thy resistless sco])trc sway, 

Till all thine enemies obey ; 

Wide may thy cross its virtues prove, 

And conquer millions by its love. Poddriikic. 

LUKE XITI. 

Ckriet preaches Tirpentance, and mourns over Jei^umlent. 

T here were present at that season some that told liim of 
the Galilacaiis, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their 
sacrifices. 

2 And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that 
these GaJilaeans were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because 
they .suffered such things ? 

3 I tell you, Nay : but, except yc repent, vc shall all like- 
wise perish. 

4« Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, 
and slew them, think yc that they were sinners above all men 
that dwelt in Jerusalem? 

5 1 tell you. Nay : but, except yc repent, ye shall all likc- 
I wise perish. 

10 And he was teaching in one of the sjTiagogues on the 
‘sabbath. 

11 And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of 
infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could 
in no wise lift up htrrself. 

12 And when Jesus saw her, he called Iter to him, and said 
unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. 

13 And he laid his hands on her : and immediately she was 
made straight, and glorified God. 

14 And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indigna- 
tion, because that Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, and 
said unto the people. There arc six days in which men ought 
to work : in them therefore come and be healed, and not on 
the sabbath day. 

15 llie Lord then answered him, and said, Thoti hyix)crite, 
doth not each one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his 
ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering? 

IG And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abra- 
ham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be 
loosed from this bond on the sabbath day ? 

17 And when he had said these things, all his adversaries 
w^ere ashamed : and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious 
things that w ere done by him, 

31 The same day there came certain of the Pharisees, say- 
ing unto him, Get thee out, and depart hence : for Herod will 
kill thee, 

32 And he said imto them. Go ye, and tell that fox. Behold, 
I cast out devils, and I do cures to day and to morrow, and 
the third day I shall be perfected. 

83 Nevertheless I must walk to day, and to morrow, and 
the day following : for it cannot be that a prophet perish out 
of Jerusalem. 

; 34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and 

stonest them that are sent unto thee ; how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, as a hen doth gather her brood 
under her wings, and ye would not ! 

86 Behold, your house is left imto you desolate : and verily 
I say nnto you, Ye shall not see me, until the time c6me when 
ye snail say, Blessed is he that oometh in the name of the Ijord* 
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Befleoiioks upon LincE zm. — What an account tyrants have to 
render at the last day for those wanton deeds of injustioe, crueltyi 
and blood, which rendered them the scourges, terror, and ourso or 
tho race of man ! We axe not to judge of tho state of man by the 
circumstances of their outward lot : God sometimes permits the sun 
of prosperity to shine with great brightness on the woiit of men; 
and he not imfrequently allows tho dearest objects of his love to be 
enveloped with tho darkest clouds of adversity and suffering. Nume- 
rous and great are those spiritual and moral infirmities which deave 
to us. What reason we hare to rejoice that we have a skilful, 
powerful, and merciful physician, Jesus Christ, who is willing and 
able to heal all our infirmities, and give us disposition and strength 
for his service and worship ! 0 may Jesus be the physician of oil. 
souls ! 

PRAYER: 

O LORD our God, thou art a God of spotless majesty and 
excellence, and we are vile, polluted worms, infinitely un- 
worthy of being admitted into tby gracious presence. 

As a family, we confess our sinfulness. We acknowledge 
our unbelief, our enmity, our pride, our ignorance, our folly, 
our carnality, our earthly-mindedness, and our cold and most 
culpable indifference as to things Divine. Behold, we are 
vile: what shall we answer thee? With the Psalmist we 
would confess, We will declare our iniquity, we will be sorry 
for our sins ; we acknowledge our transgressions, and may oiur 
sin be ever before our eyes, that we may be humbled in the 
dust because of our iniquity. 

Wc supplicate repentance. O give us by thy Spirit a know- 
ledge of sin, a loathing of sin, a turning from sin, and sorrow 
for sin. Teach us the lesson of true repentance — ^not the 
Hipcntance of the terrified, despairing slave, but the repentance 
of file believing soul, which is unto life. Let not our repen- 
tance he like the repentance of Judas, but like that of Peter, 
who went out and wept bitterly. Arc there any among us 
hardened* and impenitent? Bring home to their hearts with 
irresistible power these solemn words : Except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish. Let their impenitence and hardness 
remain no longer. Fulfil in their experience that precious 
promise, Tliey shall return unto me with their wliole heart. 

Wc come to thee, O Jesus, with all the infirmities of our 
souls. Thou art as able to cure the infirmities of the soul as 
those of the body. Wc are encouraged to commit our diseased 
souls into thy hand, and we earnestly pray that thou wouldst 
deliver us from all the diseases of our c&iruptcd and depraved 
hearts. Have not some of us been long bound with tlie chains 
of guilt and the infirmity of sin ? May wc be loosed this day 
from our infirmity, and may we obtain now that liberty of 
grace which will be followed by enjoyment of glory above. 

Wc thank thee, O Lord, for the glorious tilings thou hast 
done for our world in providing a Saviour for our ruined race. 
We thank thee for the glorious things thou hast done for our 
land and nation in giving us the ordinances of salvation. We 
praise thee that in a peculiar respect our land is blessed of 
heaven, that Abraham^s God is known in the midst of us, and 
that not a few of our rulers and legislators have acknowledged 
the mediatorial sovereignty of Jesus. 

Make our dear children humble penitents at Jems* feet. Con- 
vince them how dreadful it is to live in sin, and how awful and 
affecting to perish at last in the prison of hell. Teach them 
by thy Spirit to flee to Jesus, and to escape for their /(/fe. 

Bless to us the events, the duties, the comforts, and the 
trials of the past day. We thank thee, O gracious Father, 
for thy continued goodness. Let no evil befdl us this night. 
When awake, may our thoughts aud desires ascend to tbys^^ 
and thy heaven; and when asleep, may we enjoy the care 
of thy watchful eye ; for the sake of. Jesus, who waa once 
dead, but is now alive again, and will live for ever and ever, 
Amen. 


TWl^LFTH 'WEEK.— FBIDAY MORNINO. 


ovn DUTY TO OOD. 

OoUMter. 8<Am. WWeim, an. 

t rnjjjj^X God who made the world on high, 

And ai^, and earth, and eeo, 

Own as thy God ; and to his name 
In homage bow the knee. 

2 Lot not a shape, which hands have wrought 

Of wood, or clay, or stone, 

Be deemed thy God; nor think him like 
Aught thou hast seen or known. 

3 Take not in vain the name of God ; 

Nor must thou ever dare 
To make thy falsehoods pass for truth, 

By his dread name to swear. Qibbons. 


EXODUS XX. 

The Moml La/w, 

A nd God spake all these words, saying, 

2 r am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

8 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any 
likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
e^h beneath, or tlxat is in the water under the earth : 

5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them : 
for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that liate me ; 

6 And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, 
and keep my commandments. 

7 Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain ; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his 
name in vain. 

8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

9 Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work : 

10 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: 
in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy 
daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, 
nor thy stranger that is within thy gates : 

11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that in them w, and rested the seventh day; wherefore 
the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

12 Honour thy father and thy mother : that thy days may 
be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 
13 Thou shalt not kill. 

14 Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

15 Thou shalt not steal. 

16 Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 
17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt 
not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his man-servant, nor his 
maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any tiling that is thy 
neighbour’s. 

18 And all the people saw the thunderings, and the light- 
nings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; 
and when the people saw it, thpy removed, and stood afar off. 

19 And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we 
will hear ; but let not God speak with us, lest w^e die. 

* 20^ And Moses said unto the people, Fear not ; for God is 
come to pro^*e you, and that his fear may be before your faces, 
that ye sin not. 

21 And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near imto 
tkfi thick darkness where God was. 


Bxvlxctiovb tTPON ExoDUs XX . — Unless we look on God as our 
* God and Father in Christ, wo can never yield a loving and faithful 
obedience to his laws. accepts of no obedience, unless it is the 
I obedisnoe of loYOp^fho obedience of sons, and not the obedience of 
slaves. May' we be preserved from every description of idolatry, and 
tnsf J'esus rmgn* sa]^latively and for Over on the throne of our 


affection. If we are Christ’s, God’s name will be dear to our hearts, 
and we will ever think of it with reverence and dtiight. What a 
blessing is the Sabbath — a manifestation of God’s benevolence ai 
much as of his wisdom! May the Sabbath bo ever our dciight, the holy 
of the Lord, and honourable. Docs the law proclaim relative duties ? 
May wo bo faithful in their performonco. According to God’s kind, 
wise, and merciful law, may we be merciful, cliastc, encroach on no 
man’s temporal interests or claims, protect our neigliboiir’s good 
name, and rejoice in all ho possesses, as the rich gifts of Providence. 
Havo WG felt tho convincing power of tho Holy Spirit in bringing 
the law home with efficacy to our conscience? IIuvo wo felt tho 
thundering terrors of tho Lord, and tho indispensable necessity of 
being introduced into the covenant of grace, that wo may bo delivered 
from the anathemas of tho covenant of works ? Then what reason 
have we to sing hallelujahs of praise ! 

PRAYER. 

ly/rOST glorious and most mighty Jehovah, thou art the 
legislator of the mii verse, and thon art the God of all 
the kingdoms of the earth. Thine is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory, and thou art exalted as head above all. Thy 
throne is in heaven : thine eyes bcliolfl, and thine eyelids try, 
tlie children of men. Tliy throne, O God, is for ever and 
ever, and the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. How 
different is thy throne from the thrones of earthly kings ; while 
injustice, cruelty, and blood are often the; foundation of the 
thrones of earthly rulers, justice and judgment are the liabita- 
tion of thy throne, and mercy and truth go before thy face. 

We rejoice that thou art not only seated upon the throne of I 
essential and universal empire, but that, in the Person of the 
Son, thou art seated upon the throne of grace. As a family, 

\vc draw near unto this throne, at the commencement of 
another day, to present our morning prayer. We thank our 
God that, in the enjoyment of life, healtli, and reason, wo have 
been spared through another night, and that, with the return 
of the morning sun, we are enabled, in the enjoyment of all 
these mercies, to surround the family altar. May the return 
of the morning’s light remind ns of thee, O J esus, as the bright j 
and morning star. We seek thy gracious light, while passing 
over the sea of life. Be thou our light, our guide, our all. 
Cause every dark foreboding to disappear, and through the 
storms and dangers which are before us may we be led in 
triumph to the jiort of peace at last ! 

We thank tliec, O Lord, that in delivering thy law's to man, 
thon didst most griicionsly declare thyself to be the Lord their 
God. Be to us as a family through Jesus Christ, the Lord our 
God. Graciously enable us to renounce every idol that would 
usurp in our souls that place whicli is due to Christ alone. 

We thank thee for appointing the manner of thy worship, 
and that it is not left to the opinion, contrivance, or authority 
of man. Give us grace to w'alk in all thine ordinances, as thou 
hast appointed them in thy sacred Word. Preserve us from 
the neglect or irregular observance of thine ordinances. Let 
thy Sabbath be increasingly sanctified in onr land and 
throughout the earth. Make us faitliful in performing 
relative duties. 

Teach our beloved children to honour and obey their father 
and mother, that their days may be long on the land which the 
Lord their God giveth them. 

Give us grace to cultivate kind and merciful dispositions. 
Preserve us from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul. Tn 
all things may we be willing to live honestly. Defend us from 
the falsehood of others, and prevent us from falling into false- 
hood ourselves. Suffer not the love of the world to take posses- 
sion of our hearts, but may we covet earnestly the best gift. 
Teach our servants to honour all thy laws. 

May thy law be our guide this ^y, and eveiy day. Give 
us thy pardoning mercy, and hear our prayers, for Jcsils our 
Bedeemeris sake. Amen. 
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TWELFTH WEEK.~PEIDAY BVBNIKtt, 


rsLLowsatp with ohrist. 

Pci0fr*«. MtUdy, W<vmkh* Sand Down, a u. 

1 TJOW ftweet and awful is the place 

"With Christ within the doors, 

While everhisting love displays 
The choicest of her stores ! 

2 Hero OYOry bowel of our God 

With soft compassion rolls, 

Here peace and pardon bought with blood 
Is food for dying souls. 

3 While all our hearts and all our songs 

Join to admire the feast, 

Each of us cry with thankful tongues, 

Lord, why was I a guest ? Watts, 13, JB, III, 


LUKE XIV. 

Humility, ParahU of the Supper, 

A ND he put forth a parable to those which were bidden, 
when lie marked how they cliosc out the chief rooms; 
saying unto them, 

8 When thou art bidden of any mmi to a wedding, sit not 
down in the highest room ; lest a inore honourable man than 
thou be Indclen of him ; 

9 And he that bade thee and him come and say to thee. 
Give this man place ; and thou begm witli shame to take the 
lowest room. 

10 But wlicn thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest 
room ; that when he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto 
thee, Friend, go up higher : then shalt thou have worship in 
the presence of them that sit at meat with thee. 

I 1 1 For whosoever exalte th himself shall be abased ; and ho 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 

13 Then said he also to him that bade him, When thou 
makest a dinner or a supper, call not tliy friends, nor thy 
brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor iliy rich neighbours ; lest 
they also bid thee again, and a rccompence be made tbee. 

13 But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, 
the lame, the blind : 

14 And thou shalt be blessed ; for they cannot recompense 
thee : for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the 
just. 

15 And when one of them that sat at meat with him heard 
these things, he said unto him. Blessed is he that shall eat 
bread in the kingdom of God. 

16 Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great 
supper, and bade many : 

17 And sent liis serv ant at supper time to say to them that 
wore bidden. Come ; for all tilings are now ready. 

18 And they all with one consent began to make excuse. 
The firdt said unto liim, I have bought a piece of ground, and 
I must needs go and see it : I pray thee have me excused. 

19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and 
I go to prove them ; I pray thee have me excused. 

30 And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I 
cannot come. 

21 So that servant came, and shewed liis lord these things. 
Then the master of the house being angry said to his servant, 
Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and 
^ii^^^ither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and 

32 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast com- 
tnapded, and yet there is room. 

,28 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the 
highways and hedM, and compel them to come in, that my 
bouse may be filld. 

24 For I say unto you, That none of those men wluidi were 
lYidden ebsU teste of my supper. 
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RxFLBcmoKs uroK Ltrxs zxv. — ^Ihrue humilitjr is the true lovsthieai 
of tho renewed soul, and a grace which will uone with peouUsr and 
unfading lustre ^^whon suns shall rise and set no more.** Great 
honour awaits tho humble followers of the Lamb of God, In 
world they are looked upon by tho unrighteous and profane as ''men 
of low degree;*' but in heaven they shall sit beside Jesus on his throne^ 
and shine like the brightness of the firmament for eyht and eves 
If we breathe the Spirit of Clirist, we will follow example in 
considering the case of poor saints, and make them tho objects of onr 
special care. Acts of morcy to them Jesus considers as done to him* 
self. Lot us praise God for the Gospol foast, and let us constantly 
partake of its dainties with thankfhlness and joy 1 

PRAYER. 

"OATHER of all mercies, we bow ourselves before thee at 
-L the close of another day, in the name of Jesus, our 
Surety and Saviour. Unto thee, O Lord, we would lift up our 
souls; thou art oiu* God, early will we seek thee; our father's 
God, and we will exalt thee. We adore thee in thy benevo- 
lence manifested in tby providence, in supplying the wants of 
all tliy creatures, in causing thy sun to shine upon the evil and 
the good, and in making tby rain to descend upon the just ami 
the unjust. But more espeoJally we adore tho sovereign and 
gracious displays of thy goodness in the plan of salvation by 
the righteousness of thy well-beloved Son. ^ In thy boundless 
love thou didst pity wretclied, dying men ; and we praise thee 
that thou didst send the son of thy love to give them life, 
salvation, and immortality. 

In thy kind providence wc arc brought in safety to the 
close of another day. 'i'his day wc have drank of thy provi- 
dential streams, and we have received our food from thy pro- 
vidential storehouse. We place at thy feet tho short-comings 
and offences of tho day, and we supplicate pardon through the 
merit of our Saviour's blood. We rejoice that this sacred 
fountain is^ ever open to the guilty and polluted. Black and 
polluted with sin, wc would now fly to this purifying fountain. 
Wash us, O Jesus — wash us, or we die. 

Take us under thy jirotection this night. Wc arc safe in 
the arms of thy mercy, to which we now commit our bodies 
and our souLi May we he graciously spared to another day, 
and do thou cause us to hear the voice of joy and gladness. 

We would earnestly ask thy blessing on the reading of tho 
Scriptures. Thy Word is incorruptible seed; O may it take 
deep root in our hearts, and bring forth ffiiit in our lives. 
Deliver us from the sin of pride, and may we be humble 
disciples, instructed at the feet of Christ. Give us grace to 
obey that wise and gracious command, Be ye clothed with 
humility. May we show that wc are adorned with humility 
in our intercourse with tho world, and in particular in our 
iiitercouTse with thy people. Throughout the whole of life 
may we follow the apostolic advice, Be kindly affectioned 
one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring 
one another. Lord, enrich our hearts witJi merciful dispo- 
sitions, and may wij ever feel for the sufferings of the poof, 
and particularly for the poor of thy flock. May we know the 
refined delight of distributing to the necessities of the saints. 

We thank thee, most merciful God, for the invitations of 
the Gospel. May all of us accept of its invitations, and no 
longer resist the kind and j)ersuasiYe calls of mercy. 

Have mercy on perishing sinners. Make thy ministers 
successful in persuading thousands by a holy obmpidsion to 
flee to Jesus, and enter into the building of mercy, that thy 
house may bo filled. 

Matj oter children hear the voice, the calk, and the inmtth 
tions of mercy. May they and we sit down and pattake 
thy Qospel feast on earth, and at last sit (down id hemm di 
the feast of the great King. 

We ask eveiy blessing tat our dear soke. AnSsn. 




TWmmn week.— Saturday morning. 


PEAIJBE TO THE GOD OF FBACE. 
Ptom, ScnmUy. jBaih Chapel, 

1 l^OW xnay tho God of peace and love, 
Who from tlie imnriBoiiing grave 
liestored the Shepherd of the sheep, 
Omnipotent to save;*^ 

3 Through the rich merits of that blood 
Which he on Calvary spilt, 

To make the eternal covenant sure 
oh which our hopes are built ; 

3 Perfect our souls in every grace 
To accomplish all his wdl, 

And oil that ’s pleasing in his sig) .i 


c. M. 


Inspire us to fulfil ! 


Hippon, 300. 


EXODUS XXIII. 

Precepia omd Promises, 

rpHOU shalt not raise a false report : put not thine hand with 
the wicked to be an unrighteous witness. 

2 Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil; neither shalt 
thou speak in a cause to decline after many to wrest judgment: 

3 Neither shalt thou countenance a poor man in his cause. 

9 Also thou shalt not oppress a stranger : for yc know the 

heart of a stranger, seeing ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. 

20 Behold, 1 send an Angel Ijcfore thee, to keep thee in the 
way, and to bring thee into the place wliich I liave prepan^d. 

21 Beware of liim, and obey his voice, provoke him not; for 
he wdl not pardon your transgressions: for my name is in him. 

22 But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all that 
I speak j then I will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and an 
adversary unto thine advei^aries, 

23 For mine Angel shall go before thee, and bring thee in 
unto the Amorites, and the Hiitites, and the Perizzites, and 
the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites : and 1 will cut 
them off. 

24 Thou shalt not bow down to their gods, nor serve them, 
nor do after their works : but thou shidt utterly overthrow 
them, aud quite break down tlicir images. 

25 And ye shall serve tlic Loro your God, and he shall 
bless thy bread, and thy water ; and 1 will take sickness away 
from the midst of thee. 

26 There shall nothing cast their young, nor be barren, in 
thy land : the number of thy days I will fulfil. 

27 I will scud my fear' before thee, and will destroy all the 
people to whom thou shalt come, and I will make all thine 
enemies turn their hacks unto thee. 

28 And I will send hornets before thee, which shall drive out 
the Hivitc, the Cauaauitc, aud the Hittite, from before tlnn;. 

29 I will not drive them ou£ from before thee in one year ; 
lest the land become desolate, and the beast of the field mul- 
tiply against thee. 

30 By little and little I wiH drive them out from before 
thee, until thou be increased, and inherit the land. 

31 And I will set thy bounds from the Bed sea even unto 
the sea of the Philistines, and from tho desert unto the river : 
for I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your hand ; 
and tbou shalt drive them out before thee. 

82 Thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor with their 
gods. 

88 They shall not dwell in thy land, lest they make thee 
sin agaiGit me : for if thou serve their gods, it will surely be a 
snpre unto tbae. ' - 

jbeontrs xxxu. — Satan is a liar, and the father 
of . wd it if^humiUating in the extreme to consider how lying, 
fdrtao^ inporpo^ted with our whole nature, and 

i^edLuig lies and doing wickedly 1— thus 
A ifti iU Adam the lovely or the God of truth, 


and that our moral and intelleotual nature has received in its place 
the image of that foul snirit, who is the fountain of sin and the 
source of misery.^ TTnspe^ably varied wore tho sufTerings of Christ; 
and the wounds inflicted by the lying tongue, and by tho reproaches 
of wicked men, wore peculiarly severe and overwhelming. < ' lioproach 
broke his heart.*' Before the tribunal of Pilate fulso witnesses rose 
up against Christ, cast on him the vilest aspersions, and furnished 
an affecting illustration of tho descriptive prophecy of our Saviour's 
sufferings : They gaped upon mo with their mouths, as a ravening 
and roaring lion. For dogs have compassed me ; the assembly of tho 
wicked have inclosed mo." Tho saints of God know that they are 
pilgrims and strangers on earth, and they also know and rejoice that 
they aro under tho guidance and protection of Jesus, tho angel of 
the covenant, whom the Father has given as their witness, loader, 
and commander." 

PRAYER. 

Ti/r OST merciful aud gracious God, we desire in our family 
capacity to ciill upon thee in the all-prevailing name of 
Jesus, aud to adore thee as infinitely worthy to bo praised. 
Because thou hast promistul to be the hope of thy people and 
the strength of Israel, wo are encouraged to prostrate ourbelves 
before thy throne, and to lift up our eyes to thee for mercy 
and forgiveness. In the multitude of thy mercy wo assemble 
in this our domestic sanctuary ; and in thy fear we desire to 
worship toward thy heavenly temple. 

We adore thee as a God of truth. Great is thy faitlifulncss, 
and lying lips an abomination to the Lord. Wo would 
mourn over our hypocrisy, falsehood, and deceit. At a very 
early j)eriod of our lives we u ent astray, speaking lies and doing 
wickedly. And, alas ! in the more advanced period of our lives 
we have by our un])elief called God a liar. Amazing grace, 
that thou shouldst have borne with our provocations, and that 
deserved punishment was not inflicted on our guilty heads I 

Preserve our dear children from lyiny lips. May they love 
the truth, and at no time may they be tempted to depart from 
it, Ajfect them deeply with a sense of the eternal misery of 
liars, who shall he cast into the lake that bimis with fire and 
bnmsione. 

Lord, preserve us from tlie corrupted maxims and from the 
ensnaring example of wicked men. May wc never follow the 
multitude to do evil. Give us grace to avoid tho broad way, 
in which so many are to be found travcJling to perdition. 
May we love arm frequent the narrow wmy, in wJiich thy 
chosen ones are found travelling, under the direction of Jesus, 
to their heavenly home. 

Holy and gracious Spirit, w rite the laws of the Lord our God 
upon tlic table of our heart. 'J^cach us to love them because 
they aro wise, merciful, and just. Influenced by filial love, 
may we ever yield obedienee to the commandments of our 
Father in heaven, not as a covenant of works, but as a rule of 
life ill the hands of a Mediator. We praise thee for all the 
benefit we have derived as individuals, os a family, as a ^hurch, 
and as a nation, from thy blessed and Divine precepts. And 
wc present our thanksgivings for the salutary influence of thy 
Gospel and its ordinances in these lands. O let this influoilce 
he extended over tlie whole earth, that the race of men may 
become one spiiitual fig-mily of love under Jesus, our common 
Saviour and Lord. Give to us and our relatives, and the con- 
gregation of which we form a part, a lively faith in the Gospel 
of Christ, exemplified by a ready and constant obedience to 
his laws. Though our service cannot purchase thjr favour, we 
praise thee that thou hast delivered precious promises to those 
who serve thee. May our obedience be filial aud evaugelical. 

This day may our lives show that we believe thy Gospel 
aud that we love thy laws. Let thy care, which we have 
experienced during the last night, animate us in thy service. 
Gracioui^y Euswer aud forgive, fox Jesus' sake, our Surety 
aud Redeemer. Amen. 


ITOLPTH WEEK.— SA.TUBDAY BYENINtt. 


00D*8 BJBLXOHT IN THE RETURNING PRODIGAL. 

JBoA AuHmla. Fw/ndi^y* Uelancthm, Ulveriton, i* m. 

1 T^HO can describe the joys that rise 

* ▼ Tlirough all tiiC courts of Paradise, 

To see a prodigal I'etum, 

To see on heir of glory bom ? 

2 With joy tho Father doth approve 
The fruit of his eternal love ; 

The Son with joy looks down, and sees 
The purchase of his agonies. 

8 The Spirit takes delight tQ view 
Tho holy soul he formed anew ; 

And saints and angels join to sing 

3'he growing empire of their King. Watts, 101, £, /. 

^LUKE XIV. 

Loving and serving Christ, 

A nd there wont gi’oat multitudes with him: and he turned, 
and said unto them, 

26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and 
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, 
and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. 

27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and cdine after 
me, cannot be my disciple. 

28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth 
not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have suffix 
dent to finish it ? 

29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not 
able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, 

30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to 

finish. 

81 Or what king, going to make war against another king, 
sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with 
ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with 
twenty thousand ? 

82 Or else, wliile the other is yet a great way off, he sendeUi 
an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace. 

38 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not 
all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple. 

34 Salt is good ; but if the salt have lost his savour, wherc- 
W'ith shall it be seasoned ? 

35 It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dunghill ; 
but men cast it out. He that hath cars to hear, let him hear. 

LUKE XV. 

Parables of the Tmt Sheep and the Lost Piece of Silver’. 

IT^HEN drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for 
to hear him. 

2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, Tliis 
man receiveth sinners, and cateth w ith tliem. 

3 And be spake this parable unto them, saying, 

4 What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose 
one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilder- 
ness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it ? 

5 And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing. 

6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends 
j and neighbours, saying unto thfem, Rejoice with me; for 1 have 
j found my sheep which was lost. 

7 I say unto you, tliat likewise joy shall be in heaven over 
^ one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine 
just arsons, which need no repentance. 

I 8 Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she 
lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, 
and seek diligently till she find it ? 

9 And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and 
her neighbours together, saving, Rejoice with me ; for I have 
! found the piece which 1 had lost. 

10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of 
thenngels of God over one ainner that repenteth. 
les 


REFLBoxioirs UPON LtricE xiY., rv.— Earthly parents aUd frknds 
have olaims upon our affection, but the claims of Jesus for enr heart 
are ix^to, and with which no others must be brought into cOm^ 
petition. WWt reason have we to mourn over the coldness and the 
weabiess of our love to him^ whose love to us was stron^r than 
death, and which the cold w'ators of death could not quon(m I We 
should give ourselves no rest till we can say, with the unfeigned 
sincerity of the holy Apostle, ** Lord, thou Imowcst all things; thou 
knowest that we love Jthee.^* What a blessing ! — Jesus is the friend 
of publicans and sinners. The very worst of characters should 
excite our pity, and wo should employ me&ns, merciful and mild, to 
persuade them to enter God’s sanctuary, and listen to tho alluring 
accents of the Gospel of peace. This is following the example of 
Christ, who came from the lofty heavens — yea, from liis Father’s ’ 
bosom — to seek and to save that which is lost. To be instrumental 
in saving a soul is a greater honour than conquering a kingdom, 
while it heightens tho melody of the songs of heaven. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, wc desire to draw near to thy throne of 
grace, under the deep impression of thine omniscience as 
a heart-searching God. May we feel this in all oui religious 
observances. Hell and destruction arc before thine eyes : how 
much more the hearts of the children of men 1 
We rejoice that thou art a God of the greatest compassion, 
and of the most unbounded mercy. We will sing of thy 
mercy, as well as of judgment ; for thy mercy shall be built 
up for ever. 

Lord, fill our hearts with love to Christ. O give us this rich 
inheritance, which Ave would value more than all the mental 
accomplishments Avhicli human i*cason can impart. Teach us 
to forsake all things for Christ, should Providence require us 
to make such a sacrifice. And if Providence require no such 
sacrifice, may everything on earth, even the most valuable, 
compared Avith Christ appear less than nothing and vanity. 

Holy Saviour, captivate the affections of our dear children, 
0 may the sacred fire of Divine love he kindled in their bosoms, 
never to be extinguished. 

Holy Spirit, may w c belong to those v^Ko are the salt of the 
earth. O let not our profession be like the salt which has 
lost its sa\'our. May the salt of our profession be accompanied 
with the salt of grace. Suffer us not to be satisfied Avith the 
mere casket of outward piety, but may avc earnestly covet the 
jewel of inward grace. Give us that imperishable seed in our 
heart which avUI spring up into life eternal. 

We adore thcc, blessed Jesus, as our compassionate Saviour. 
Infinite is thy love, and inconceivable thy pity, in seeking out 
tho lost sinner, AA^andering far from God, and travelling the 
doAvnwarcl road to endless woe. We praise thee that thou didst 
come to the Avilderness of this world, to seek tho lost she^ of 
our fallen rade. If there arc any among us whom thou hast 
graciously sought in thy tender mercy, and whom thou hast 
graciously found, aac would magnify and praise thy name. 
What are avc that thou sliouldst have an^st^ us in our mad' 
career, and prevented us from sinking in the lowest hell, under 
the weight of our accumulated guilt ? Lord, we desire to ptay, 
with all tlie earnestness of our soul, that each one now prostrate 
before thcc may have reason thus to utter the voice of thonka* 
giving : Jesus, when I was a wanderer and a stranger far from 
God, thou didst seek me, and find me ; thou di£t interpose 
with thy blood, and save my soul from dangej; and perdition. 

Father of mercies, accept the tribute ot* onr gratitude fct 
the tokens of thy kindness durpg the past day and the Mit 
week. Thy blessings have continually descended upon ui like 
r^peshing showers. May we he refreshed this x%ht by 
repose, that our minds may be prepared in some nieasnie^l^ 
enter upon the spiritual services of the afwoaeh^ 
day. All that we k for Jesus^ sake, the xeauii^t;^ 
the life. Amen- 


THIETEENTH WEEK.— SABBATH MORNING. 


Plum TO GOD. 

Jkvitet, TtislL o. x. 

1 T>EJOICE, ye righteouSi in the Lord, 

" This work belongs to you : 

Sing of his name, his ways, his word, 

How holy, just, and true ! 

2 His meroy and his righteousness 

Let heaven and earth proclaim ; 

His works of nature and of grace 
Beveal his wondrous name. 

3 His wisdom and almighty word 

The heavenly arches spread ; 

And hj the Spirit of the Lord 
Their shining hosts were made. 

Watts, Pi, 33, p, I, 

PSALM xxpn. 

Peoioni for praiiiiigi Ood, 

R ejoice in the lord, O ye righteous: for praise ia 
comely for the upright. 

2 Praise the Lord with harp: sing unto him with the 
psaltery and an instrument of ten strings. 

3 Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud 
noise. 

4 For tlie word of the Lord is right ; and all his workw 
are done in truth. 

6 He loveth righteousness and judgment : the earth is full 
of the goodness of the Lord. 

6 By the word of the Lord were the heavens made ; aiid 
all the host of them by the breath of his mouth. 

7 He gathereth the waters of the sea together as an heap : 
he laycth up the depth in storehouses. 

8 Let all the earth fear the Lord : let all the inhabitant 
of the world stand in awe of him. 

9 For he spake, and it was done ; lie commanded, and it 
stood fast. 

10 The Lord bringeth the counsel of the heathen to 
nought : he maketh the devices of the people of none effect. 

11 Tlie counsel of the Lord standeth for ever, the thoughts 
of his heart to all generations. 

12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord ; and the 
people tokom he hath chosen for his own inheritance. 

13 The Lord looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the 
sons of men. 

14 From the place of his habitation he looketh upon all tlie 
inhabitants of the earth. 

15 He fashioneth their hearts alike; he considereth all their 
works. 

16 There is no king saved by the multitude of an host : a 
mighty man is not delivered by much strength. 

17 An horse is a vain thing for safety: neither sluill he 
deliver ahy by his great strength. 

18 Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that fear 
him, upon them that hope in his mercy ; 

19 To deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive 
lu famine. 

20 Our soul waiteth for the Lord : he is our help and our 
shield. 

21 For our heart shall rejoice in him, because we have 
trusted in his holy name. 

22 Let thjr mercy, O Lord, be upon us, according as we 
hope in thee. 

Ebtcbcxioks upor Pseijc xxxm. — ^True religion is the fbuntoin of 
true joy; and taie believers never act more in character than T^hon 
they are employed in sweetly proclaiming Jehovah’s praise. The 
wort mid weidm of Ood, the lovelmOM of his moral exoeUeneo, the 
unliniitsd sbondaiioe of his goodness, and the stupendous acts of his 
power in mkfim sad promenoe, fhxnish the richest materials fer 


I the melodious songs of the redeemed. Mv soul, cultivate a holy 
reverence of God, by thinking of his almighty i)ower, his nneiring 
and influential wisdom, and his immutable purposes. Tho grnciows 
smiles of God alone can render a nation truly great. Tliough God is 
infinitely exalted, he most minutely observes and weighs the designs 
and actions of men. If God is not on our side, mighty armies can 
afford us no defence. If God is on our side, wo can defy earth md 
hell. 0 how unspeakably God honours tho faith, tho hope, the con- 
fidence, and the prayers of his people ! Ho watches over tliem with 
parental core ; when brought to the verge of tho giuvo ho restores 
them ; in tho day of great extremity he supplies their wants, ho 
spreads over them tho shield of his love, lie fills their hearts with 
joy, and crowns thorn with the diadem of his mercy. 

PRAYEIl. 

TLTOST merciful and gracious God, we desire with ref erence 
and jovfulnesB to approach thy throne on the moruing 
of thy sacred, haUowed day. Though unworthy ouTHclves, we 
draw near with confidence, relying on the worthiness of Christ, 
through whom alone we look for pardon and acceptance. 

We acknowledge, O Jesus, thy mediatorial dominion. Aa 
a family, we desire to touch thy sceptre. Speedily extend thy 
gracious authority over the globe; then shall the earth be full 
of thy saving goodness. By means of a preached Gospel, may 
Jews and Gentiles, may the whole earth, fear tlie Lord, and 
all the inhabitants of tlie world stand in awe of thee. 

We rejoice that notliing can prevent tlie accomplishment 
of thy gracious purposes, concerning the imperishable fame 
of tby Son, and the lasting prosperity of tlijr Church. Thy 
counsel standeth for ever, and the thoughts ol thy heart to all 
generations. 

Teach us to feel the constant impression, that we are under 
the observation of thine omniscient eye. Though thou art 
surrounded with all tho inconceivable glory of heaven, thou 
dost look down from the lofty eminence of thy majesty, 
beholding all the children of men. 

fn ’particular y enable our beloved children never to forget 
that thoUy God, seest them, Play they remember it when they 
are in danger of being led away by the corruptions of their 
own hearts, 

Wc thank our God for the rest and preservation afforded 
during the past night, and for the animating prospect of 
engaging in the solemnities of thy house. Prepare us, O 
Lord, for entering thy sacred courts. May wc go to thy house 
from proper motives, to hear wliat God the Lord will say to 
us. O speak to us a word of power ; speak to us that peace 
which passeth all imdcrstaiidiug. Have mercy on thy ministers; 
give them compassion for the perishing souls of men, and with 
holy earnestness may they travail as in birth for their salvation. 
May our beloved minister come to us this day in the fulness 
of the Gospel of peace ; and may the earthen vessel be filled 
with the heavenly treasure. M.ay our congregation be refreshed 
Avith the dew of heavenly grace. 

Have mercy on our rulers, and ^vc them the robe of right- 
eousness, a robe infinitely more glorious than the robes of kinga 

Make all our universities and schools sacred means in the 
bond of God for the diffusion of Gospel knowledge, and, at the 
same time, nurseries for thy Church. 

Revive the hearts of the afflicted who cannot assemble in 
thy house of prayer. In private may their soul wait for the 
Lord : then thou wilt be their help and shield. 

O bless the churches with the descent of the Holy Ghost ; 
then there will be a shaking among the dry bones in our 
valley of vision. Bend the heavens, and come down. Let thy 
mcTCT, O Lord, be upon us, according as wc hope in tljee. 
Forgive our sins, and hoar our prayer, for the sake of Jesus, 
who hast taught us thus to pray : 

Our Father which art in heaven^ &c. 

I 160 


THIRTEENTH WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


THB YOUNG INVITEl) TO P&AISE. 

KtrtmU, Piety, Newbury, London, c. K. 

1 plOME, children, Icam to fear the Lord, 

^ And that j*our days ho long, 

Let not a false or spiteful word 
Be found upon your tongue. 

2 Depart from mischief, practise love. 

Pursue the works of peace ; 

So shall tlie Lord your ways approve. 

And set your souls at case. 

8 What though tho sorrows here they taste 
Aro sharp and tedious too, 

Tho Lord, who saves them aU at lost, 

Is their supporter now. Watts, Ps, 34, p, IL 

PSALM XXXIV. 

Ood'a Cure of hie People, 

T WILL bless the Lord at all times : his praise shall con- 
-*■ tinuaUy be in my mouth. 

2 My soul shall make her boast in the Lord ; the humble 
ihaU hear thereof, and be glad. 

3 O magnify the Lord with me, and lot us exalt his name 
together. 

4 I sought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me 
from all my fearn. 

5 They looked unto him, and were lightened : and their 
faces were not ashamed. 

6 This poor man cried, and the Lord hea:rd him, and saved 
liim out of all his troubles. 

7 The angel of the Lord cncampeth round about them that 
fear him, and delivereth them. 

8 O taste and see that the Lord %s good : blessed is the 
man that trusteth in him. 

9 O fear the Lord, ye his saints : for there is no want to 
them that fear him. 

10 Tlie young lions do laek, and suffer hunger : but tliey 
that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing, 

11 Come, ye childi’en, hearken unto me: I will tcaeh you 
the fear of the Lord. 

12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, 
that he may see good ? 

13 Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking 
guile. 

14 Depart from evil, and do good ; seek peace, and pursue it. 

15 The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his 
ears are open unto their cry. 

16 The face of tlie Lord is against them that do evil, to 
cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 

17 The righteous cry, and the Lord hcarcth, and delivereth 
them out of all their troubles. 

18 The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart ; 
and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 

19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous : but the Lord 
delivereth him out of them aU. 

20 He keepeth all his bones : not one of them is broken. 

21 Evil shall slay the wicked : and they that hate the 
righteous shall be desolate. 

22 The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants : and none 
of them that trust in him shall be desolate. 

Reflections upon Psalm xxxiv. — A believer is never without 
abundant reason for praising God ! and when his graces are in exer- 
cise, he not only engages himsdf, but affectionately invites others to 
unite with him in this heavenly employment. How delightfully 
seouM and blessed is the state, and how delicious tho enjoyment and 
happiness, of those who wrestle with God by believing prayer, a nd 
who have tasted that God is gracious ! Angola aro the& guards, Ru d 
they are admitted at last into that heavenly world, where, the sorrows 
of earth ore for ever unknown* How unspeakably valuable is the 

no 


fear of God! it is associated with an interest in ijhe stores of provi* 
denoe, and in the treasures of grace. 0 may fear be mine. 
When possessed by the young, it is follow^ by a rfeh retinue of the 
greatest blessings : a iBonctihed tongue, a holy Hfe, the smiles of 
Jesus, and the answer of prayers. 0 what ineatunable blessings are 
these ! Ungodly man, none of these blessings^ are thine, while your 
continued impenitence exposes you to irremediable perdition. Does 
the go(% man enjoy Go<rs cares? Shall he triumphantly survive 
every affliction ? Has ho tho fellowship and protection of God? In 
times of danger is ho specially preserved ? Does God put the mark 
of his displeasure on all his ^emies ? And will he translate his 
soul at lost to the abodes of celestial peace ? 0, then, let all of us 
taste and see that God is good I 

PRAYER. 

■OATHER, Son, and Holy Ghost, one Jehovah, thou art the 
onlv object of religious worship, and thou art the Lord of 
the Sabbath-day. When we take a review of the blessinp 
and privileges of this thy day, which we have eigoyed m 
common with thousands of our race, we desire to take up the 
animating language of the Psalmist into our Ups : We will 
bless the Lord at all times ; his praise shall be continually in 
our mouth. O magnify the Lord with us, and let us exalt his 
name together. We sought the Lord in his sanctuary; he 
heard us, and delivered us from all our fears. 

We adore and praise thee for the special and paternal care 
thou dost exercise over thy children. Thine eyes are upon 
the righteous, and thine cars are open to their cry. When 
they cry unto thee, thou dost hear their voice, and they aro 
delivered out of all their troubles. Thou dost redeem the soul 
of thy servants ; and none of them that tnist in thee shall 
ever be desolate. 

Holy Spirit, enable us, with emotions of unfeigned gratitude, 
to acknbwledge our thankfulness for the mercies of this thy 
Sabbath. For the blessings of the closet, for the blessings of 
the domestic altar, and for the blessings of the public and 
sacred sanctuary, we praise thee. We thank God for ciyoying 
another opportunity of mingling with his people, and uniting 
mth them in the sublime and refreshing ordinances of our 
holy faith. IIow amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of 
Hosts 1 I Wy a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, tho numerous imperfectioxis, 
blemishes, and sins which cleave to bur holy services. We 
have reason to blush and tremble, when wo think of the 
irreverence, carelessness, and indifference which we exempli- 
fied in thy sanctuary. We implore forgiveness, through the 
merit of our Saviour’s blood. 

Bless a preached Gospel in all the churches. May the seed 
which has been sown be accompanied by the power of the Holy 
Spirit : then shall many be added to the family of Christ. We 
thank God for any good which has been effected this day. If 
any captive has been set free, if any d^ad Lazarus has been 
raised to life, we ascribe glory and praise to the Divine Spirit, 
whose power alone can pi^uce such transcendent effects. 

Wc thank our God for the assistance which has been afforded 
to the ministers of salvation, and in prticular to thy servant 
who has dispensed among us the orades of Divine truth. 

Sanctify to us as a family the preaching of the everlastiBg 
Gospel, and make our family a little chur^. 

May our dear children love the joyf^ sound, may they 
believe it, and through its instrumentality may they he brouylU 
into a state of grace, and afterwards into d state of glory. 

Lord, make our family, and all the femiliei urn 
are connected, holy fammes, and at last may we jEarm a yrirt 
of the family in the New Jerusalem above. 

Watchover us this night, hear oimauppltaiti^ 
our guilt, for Jesus' sake. Amen. • 

Our Father whidi art in heaveh, fee. ^ 


THlETISSNrrH WBBI..— MONDAY MOBNING. 


CK>d’s ORlOIOUa PRSSHNOI. 

MWleitm* VtrmML 6. is. 

I TUf'^ ^od, my life, mj love, 

ivA ^ j 

I eaonot live if thou remove, 

For thou art all iu all. 

S Ihjr lining grace oau cheer 
This duQgeou where I dwell; 

’Tis paradiie when thou art here, 

If thou depart ’tia hell. 

8 The amilinga of thy face, 

How amiable they are ! 

’T is heaven to reat in thine embrace, 

And no where else but there. Wacts, 93, B. /i. 


EXODUS XXIV. 

Moact called to Ood on Hie Mount, 

A ND he aaid unto Moses, Come up unto the Lord, thou, 
and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seA^enty of the elders 
aS Israel ; and worship ye afar off. 

2 And Moses alone shall come near the Lord : but they 
shall not come nigh; neither shall the people go up with him. 

8 And Moses came and told the people all the words of tlie 
Lord, and all the judgments : and all the people answered 
with one voice, and said, All the words which the Lord hath 
said will we do. 

4 And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord, and rose up 
early in the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and 
twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 

6 And he sent young men of the children of Israel, which 
offered burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen 
unto the Lord. 

6 And Moses took half of the blood, and put it in basons ; 
and half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. 

7 And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the 
audience of the people : and they said, All that the Lord hath 
said will we do, and be obedient. 

8 And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, 
and said. Behold the blood of the covenant, which the Lord 
hath made with you concerning aU these words. 

9 Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and 
seventy of the elders of Israel : 

10 And they saw the God of Israel : and there was under 
his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it 
were the body of heaven in his clearness. 

11 And upon the nobles of the children of Israel he laid 
not his hand : also they saw God, and did eat and drink. 

12 And ilie Lord said unto Moses, Come up to me into the 
mount, and be there : and I will give thee tables of stone, and 
a law, and commandments which I have written ; that thou 
mayest teach them. 

18 And Moses rose up, and his minister Joshua : and Moses 
went up into the mount of God. 

14 And he said unto the elders, Tarry ye here for us, until 
we come i^n unto you : and, Ix^hold, Aaron and Hur are 
with you ; u any man have any matters to do, let him come 
unto them. ' 

16 And Moms went up into the mount, and a cloud covered 
the mount. 

16 And the g^ory of the Lord abode upon mount Sinai, 
and the.doud covered it six days : and the seventh day ho 
called unto Hoses out of the midst of the cloud. 

17 Aod the sight of the glory eff the Lord was Uke devour- 
ing ive cm ^ teqp of Ihe mount in the eyes of the children of ^ 
Imiiiu 

18 hsio the midst of the doud, and gat 

and Moses was in the mount 


RartBCTiORS tjpor Exodus xxiv.— How infinitely kind and con- 
descending is God ; he invites us to come and enjoy fellowship with 
himMlf ! When believers ascend the mount of ordinances, and find 
Christ, whom their souls love, their enioyment is tbe foretaste of 
heavenly bliss. Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, saw Isrocrs 
(^d, and were miraculously stren^hened to behold the uncreated 
light which emanated from the Most High ! Are wo redeemed by the 
atonement of Clirist? Are wo sprinkled with the blood of his bound- 
less merit ? Aro wo bom again ? Are wo washed with the washing 
of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost ? Aro wo united 
to Chnst, as the bronchos ore united to the vine? And are wo honoiu^d 
with the adoption of sons ? Then we loo shall see God, and wo shall 
be over with the Lord. 


PllAYER. 

T^TERNAL and divine Jehovah, before entering upon the 
business of another day, and the secular engagements of 
another week, wc would humbly ask intercourse with thee our 
God, in the holy services of the domestic altar. Gracious 
Spirit, vouchsafe thy blessed aid, without which the desires of 
our heart can never ascend before the throne of God. 

How infinitely glorious art thou, Lord God of Israel I Great 
is the glory of the Lord. AVc adore thee in thy condescension 
and grace, for manifesting thy glory to Moses on the mount, 
when under tliy feet appeared, as it were, the paved work of 
shining sapphire-stone, the clearness of which surpassed the 
splendour of the heavens. O may we sec thy glory as a God 
of grace ; and, when we die, may wc be aclmitted into the 
celestial mansions, to behold thy unvcilal glory for ever. 

If there arc any now before thee without thy saving grace, 
may they remember that to those who die impenitent thy 
glory shall be as dc^ ou^ing fire. O Lord our (jod, who can 
stand before the glory of thine incensed justice? Who can 
abide the fierceness of thine anger? Hide us, O Jesus, in the 
robe of thy righteousness; then the dazzling brightness of 
Divine justice shall prove to us through all eternity a source of 
never-ceasing joy. 

May our beloved children he taught by thy grace to employ 
their youthful tongues in speaking qf the glory of thy king^ 
dom. When we arc numbered with the dead^ may they make 
known to the succeeding generation the Saviour^ s mighty acts 
and the majesty of his kingdom. 

Lord, we praise thee that, as Mbscs was invited to come up 
to the mount of God, wc also are invited to draw near to thy 
gracious presence, to hear thy voice, and to receive the blessings 
of our Saviouris purchase. 

Lord, give us faith to believe the invitation — give us faith to 
obey it. O tliat each one of us may be enabled now to respond 
to thy merciful call; 0 Jesus, we would come at thy gracious 
command, with faith, humility, zeal, and hope. We would 
commit our souls to thy hand, that thou mayst, in thy great 
mercy, mould them and guide them according to thy gracious 
will. 

Assist us, O Lord, in all the duties of the day and engage- 
ments of the week. May we be resolved, in the strength of 
thy promised grace, to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with our God. May we say with ancient Israel, AU that the 
Lord hath said will wc do, and bo obedient. Holy Spirit, 
impress this resolution with sacred solemnity upon our hearts; 
ana all our days may we walk in the ordinances and oom- 
mandments of the Lord blameless. 

May our family, our persons, our services, our relatives, our 
servants, and our congregation, l}e aU sprinkled wiGi the blood 
of Christ. Through his most blessed intercession may our 
mayers be accept^ by our God. We present our thanks 
for the repose and protection of the past night, and for the 
eontinuanoe of reason and of healih. Hear xut, for Jesus’ 
sake* onr Mediator and Redeemer. Amim. 

X 2 . 


THIRTEENTH WEEK.— MONDAY EVBNINO* 


THE EBTURNING PRODIGAL. 

CkMetter, Kennington, MichaeVa. c. R. 

1 *DEHOLD tho wretch whose lust and wine 

Hod wasted his estate, 

He hogs a shore among the swine, 

To taste the liusks they eat ! 

2 die with hunger here, (lie cries,) 

I starve in foreign lands, 

My father’s house has largo supplies, 

And bounteous are his hands. 

3 * 1 ’ll go, and with a mournful tongue 

Fall do'sv'n before his face. 

Father, I ’vo done thy justice wrong, 

Nor can deserve thy grace.’ Watts, 128, B, 7. 


LUKE XV. 


32 It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad t 
for this thy brother was dead, and is alive ag^; and was 
lost, and is found. 

Repleotions upon Luke xv. — What a valuato portion has God 
given us as our Qod and our Father ! He has given us reason, and 
raised us to on height infinitely superior to the boasts which perish. 
Ho has given us a nature that is spiritual. This nature he has 
impressed with immortality. What a rich inheritance is this I He hag 
given us more still. He has given us a nature moral and intellectual. 

I which, in our primitive innocence and perfection, was capable of 
j knowing, loving, glorifying, and enjoying himself. 0 what a valuable 

S ortion ! Alas, we became spiritual prodigals, and we lost our aU. 

!ut tho tender morcy of our God is infinite. Through Christ, he is 
willing to restore us to his favour and givo us an inheritance which 
shall endure for ever ! 


Parable of the Prodigal Son, % 

ND lie said, A certain man had tw^o sons : 

12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, 
give me the portion of goods that falletli to me. And he 
divided unto them his living. 

13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all 
together, and took his journey into a far country, and there 
W'asted liis substance witli riotous living. 

14 And w hen lie had spent all, there arose a mighty famine 
in that land j and lie began to b(; in w ant. 

15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that 
country ; and he sent him into his fields to feed swdne. 

10 And he would fain have tilled liis belly with the husks 
that the swine did cat : and no man gave unto him. 

17 And when he came to himself, ho said, How many 
lured servants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, 
and I perish with hunger ! 

18 1 will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, 
Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 

19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son : make me 
os one of thy hired servants, 

20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he 
was yet a great w ay off, his father saw him, and had compas- 
sion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 

21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to 
be called thy son. 

22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best 
robe, and put it on liira ; and put a ring on his hand, and 
shoes on his feet : 

23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us 
eat, and be merry : 

24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again ; he was 
lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. 

25 Now his elder son was in the field : and as he came 
and drew nigh to the house, he heard musick and dancing. 

26 And he called one of the servants, and asked what these 
things meant. 

27 And he said unto him, Thy brother is come ; and tky 
father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him 
safe and sound. 

28 And he was angry, and would not go in ; therefore came 
his father out, and intreated him. 

29 And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many 
years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy 
commandment : and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I 
might Jhake merry with my friends : 

80 But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath 
devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the 
flitted oalf. 

81 And he said unto him. Son, thou art ever with me, and 
all that I have is thine. 

m 


PRAYER. 

^ REAT and glorious Jehovah, we desire, at the close of 
another day, to prostrate ourselves as a worshipping 
family before thy throne, to acknowledge thy greatness and 
goodness, to confess our unworthincss, and to implore thy 
mercy. We would extol thee our God, O King, and bless thy 
name for ever and ever. Great is the Lord, and greatly to bo 
praised, and liis greatness is unsearchable. We rejoice that 
one generation shall praise thy works to another, and shall 
declare thy mighty acts. 

Every day, every moment, there is an increase of thy 
mercies. We thank God for tho blessings of the past day, 
for our bodily health, our mentd tranquillity, our domestic 
and relative comfort. We praise thee that hitherto our bread 
has been given us, and our w^ater has been sure. Above all, 
we thank thee that the stream of thy saving mercy, proceeding 
from the rock Christ, still continues to follow us in the wilder- 
ness of this world. All the way may we drink of its refreshing 
waters, till at last we reach the paradise of bliss. 

As thou didst place a hedge of protection around thy servant 
Job, may a hedge of thy special care be placed around us as 
a family this night, and around all the families with which we 
are connected. 

Gracious and Divine Spirit, sanctify to us the Word now 
read. Make it instrumental in bringing our ways to our 
remembrance, humbling us under a sense of our sinfulness, 
and in turning our feet unto thy testimonies. Like the 

S enitcnt prodigal when he came to himself, may we make 
aste, and delay not to keep thy commandments. 

We confess that by nature and practice we have been 
prodigals : we left thee our Father and our God ; we turned 
our back on thy counsels and reproofs; we preferred the 
service of Satan to the honour, the comfort, and the privileges 
of our Father’s house ; we involved ourselves in aU the misery 
and disgrace of sin ; and unless thy grace had touched our 
hearts, none of us had ever returned to thee our God. 

Have mercy on out beloved offspring.^ 0 convince them 
that they are by nature prodigals and wanderers from Ood* 
Open their eyes to see their sin and danger. Thou mercful 
Saviour i follow them with thy compassion^ touch their hearts, 
and save their souls. 

Have mercy on such of our acquaintances, relatives, and 
friends, as are still resembling the poor prodigal, wandering 
far from tbee. Alas, that they should any lor^r oonmue to 

f refer the vile husks of sin to the pure delights of holiness; 

) enable them hy the Spirit to resolve to return to their Gted 
and Saviour. May they say, We wiR arise, and return to tmt 
Father, and say unto him, We have sinn^ against heai^, 
and in thy sight. O bring forth the best reme and it 
on them, and may they no longer remain in tibie rags gni) 
wretchedness of sin. r 

Hear the ymee of our suppUoation, for Jesus’ sakiL Aisiisn ! 



THIRTEENTH WEEK.— TUESDAY MORNING. 


9Z9VB THE 70UXTAIN. 

FomdKng* JUjfug^, Amam, Mowla* l. ti. 

1 ULEST JeB\u> Bource of grace dlyino, 

What Boul-refreshing streams are thine 

0 bring these healing waters nigh;. 

Or we must droop, and fall, and die. 

2 17b traveller through desert lands, 

^Midst scorching suns, and burning sands, 

More needs the current to obtain, 

Or so enjoy ref^shing rain. 

3 Our longing souls aloud would sing, 

Spring up, celestial Fountain, spring ! 

To a redundant river flow. 

And cheer this tliirsty land below. Doodridob. 

EXODUS XXXI. 

BtMoUcl and Ahdiah qy^ijkd for the Work of the Tobtmade, 

ND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

2 See, I have called by name Bczalccl the son of Uri, 
Ihe son of Uur, of the tribe of Judah : 

8 And I have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, 
and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of 
workmanship, 

4 To devise cunning w^orks, to work in gold, and in silver, 
and in brass, 

5 And in cutting of stones, to set themy and in carving of 
timber, to work in all manner of Avorkmanship. 

6 And I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab, the son 
of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan : and in the heai^ts of aJJ 
that are wise hearted I have put wisdom, that they may make 
all that I have commanded thee ; 

7 The tabernacle of the congregation, and the ark of the 
testimony, and the mercy scat that is thereupon, and all tlic 
furniture of the tabernacle, 

'8 And the table and his furniture, and the pure candle- 
stick with all his furniture, and the altar of incense, 

9 And the^altar of burnt offering with all his furnitiu’e, 
and the laver and his foot, 

10 And the cloths of service, and the holy garments for 
Aaron the priest, and the garments of his sons, to minister in 
the priest's oflSce, 

1 1 And the anointing oil, and sAveet incense for the holy place : 
according to all that I have commanded thee shall they do. 

12 And the Loud spake unto Moses, saying, 

13 Speak thou also imto the cliildren of Israel, saying. 
Verily my sabbaths ye sliall keep : for it is a sign between me 
and you tlu*oughout your generations ; that ye may know that 
I am the Lord that doth sanctify you. 

14 Ye shall keep the sabbath therefore ; for it is holy unto 
you : every one that defileth it shall surely be put to death : 
for whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul shall be cut 
off from among his people. 

15 Six days may work be done; but in the seventh is the 
^bbath of rest, holy to the Lord ; whosoever doeth any work 
in the sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death. 

16 WherefoTie the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, 
to observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for a 
perpetual covenant. 

17 It M a sign between me and the children of Israel for 
ever ; for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on 
the. seventh day he restedi and was refreshed. 

IB And he gave unto Moses, when he had made an cud of 
communing with him upon mount Sinai, two tables of testi- 
mony, tables of stone, written with the finger of God. 

J nroy Exoots xxxi . — BsmM signifies ‘^imder God’s 

•hadow:*^ may it be our privilege ever to enjoy the gracious shadow 
I of iba ^Divine ptbteMmi and regard. Jesus is the shadow ef his 
pooptei Owhat a riisidow * Ho is hiding-place fSrom the wind 



and a covert from the tempest, and the shadow of a great rook in a 
weoiT land.” Varied and great wore the gifts and attainments of 
Bezaleel, xn preparing and fashioning all that was necessary for 
completing the ancient tabernacle where God Avas worshipped,- and 
where his glory shone between tho cherubim. May Ave not* look 
upon him os tjrpicol of Jesus, who, in his humanity, vras filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and enriched Avith every grace, by which he was 
qualified for buil(bng up his Church as a spiritual temple for God, 
where praise waiteth for him, and where he shines forth in all 
the splendour of his mercy and grace > The tabernacle raised by 
Bezaleel— the type— is no more ; hut tho blessed spiritual temple 
which is roaring by Jesus, tho great Antitype, shall endure for over. 

^LORY to thy name, O Lord, that, with the returning of 
^ the morning light, Ave are permitted to return unto theo 
our God, and that we arc encouraged to come boldly unto thy 
tlironc of grace to supplicate the smiles of thy mercy. Truly 
our souls Avould Avait upon God, for it is from God alone 
cometh salvation. Thou art our rock and our salvation ; thou 
art our glory, defence, and refuge ; therefore Avill we trust in 
thee at all times, and pour out our liearts before thee. 

May the undeserved mercies Ave have received duidng the 
past night animate us with earnest desires to lionour the Lord 
our God this day in all the duties and engagements we have 
before us. May avc ex])eriencc the truth of thy promise in 
being preserved from temptation, and in feeling our minds 
deA'^oted to thy fear. Never allow the fear of reproacli to 
prcATnt us from openly acknowledging our attachment to 
Jesus and liis cause. In our ridigious profession may Ave 
never be afraid of the reproach of men; for thy judgments 
arc good. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in all those gifts and graces con- 
fciTcd oil thy people and ministers, to fit them for the ordinary 
duties of their Christian profession. "\Vc rejoice that, when 
extraordinary duties were required, as in the ease of Bezaleel, 
Avho presided over the Avork of the tabernacle, thou art ever 
ready to confer upon thy ministers and people extraordinary 
graces and gifts for the accomplishment of thy wise and 
gracious purposes. 

We desire earnestly to pray for all thy ministering servants. 
O Lord, thou kuowest the responsibility, importance, and 
difficulty of their office. Thou kuowest Iioav much instru- 
mentally the prosperity of thy cause and kingdom depends 
upon the graces Avith Avliieh they arc enriched, and the zealous, 
active eflbrts Avhich they arc enabled to employ. We there- 
fore Avould affectionately pray that all thy ministers, of every 
name, throughout the Avhole earth, may receive a double por- 
tioii of thy Spirit. O may they be filled Avith the Spirit cl 
God in Avisdom, and in understanding, and in knoAvledge. 
May all who are preparing for the holy office receive the 
prcparatioii Avhicli human learning and tuition can never 
bestOAV, and which is Avholly the gift of tlie Holy Ghost. 
Father of mercies, mercifully bow thine car to our earnest 
supplication. Wc plead for those Avho plead for thee. 0 
make them successful pleaders ! Teach them to sow the 
precious seed; teach them to feed thy chosen flock; teach 
them to gain immortal souls — souls that will well reward 
their pain — blessed trophies of the Saviour's power. 

May oar helov>ed children be taught highly to venerate the 
office of the mhnstry; and when they hear the Gospel from 
tlw lips of thy servants, may they know and feel that the 
message comes with the sanction and authority of God. 

We rejoice that, as the tabernacle of old was formed under 
the direction of God, the New Testament Ghurch is formed 
by the unerring wisdom of Christ. Deliver thy Church, O 
Lord, from the contrivances and encroachments of men, and 
may it soon appear in all its lovely simplicity and glory* All 
Are ask is for Jesus’ sake, our King and Medmtor. Amen. 
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THIRTEENTH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


BKD Of THB 8A1NT ANP THE RICH SINNER. 

JSMoh. IhMch. KimuMdgc. UmOiouMe. l. m. 

1 TN wliat confliBiozi earth appears — 

A God’s dearest children bathed in tears ! 

While they, who heaven itself deride, 

Riot in luxury and pride. 

2 See the red flames around him twine 
Who did in gold and purple shine : 

Nor can his tongue one drop obtain 
To allay the scorching of his pain : 

3 While round the saint, so poor below. 

Full rivers of salvation flow ; 

On Abraham’s breast ho leans his head. 


And banquets on celestial bread. 


Dodmudob. 


LUKE XVI. 

The Rich Man in Mell. 

A nd he said also unto his disciples. There was a certain 
rich man, which had a steward ; and the same was ac- 
cused unto liim that he had wasted his goods. 

2 And he called him, and said unto him. How is it that I 
hear this of thee ? give an account of thy stewardship ; for 
thou mayest be no longer steward. 

8 Then the steward said witliin himself, What shall I do? 
for my lord taketh away from me the ste^vardship : I cannot 
dig; to beg I am ashamed. 

5 So he called every one of his lord’s debtors uu/o /im, 
and said unto the first. How much owest thou unto my lord ? 

6 And he said, An hundred measures of oil. And he said 
unto him. Take thy bill, and sit doum quickly, and write fifty. 

7 Then said he to another, And how much owest thou? 
And he said, An hundred measures of wheat. And he said 
unto him. Take thy bill, and wTitc fourscore. 

8 And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he 
had done wise^ : for the children of this world are in their 
generation wiser than the cliildren of light. 

19 There was a certain rich man, wdiich w^as clothed in 
purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day : 

20 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which 
was laid at his gate, full of sores, 

21 And desiring ta be fed with the crumbs which fell from 
the rich man’s table : moreover the dogs came and licked his 
sores. 

22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was 
carried by tlie angels into Abraham’s bosom : the rich man 
also died, and was buried ; 

23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and 
•eeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 

24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on 
me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in 
water, and cool my tongue ; for I am tormented in this llame. 

25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thjr 
lifetime rcceivcdst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil 
things : but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 

26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great 
gulf fixed : so that they which would pass from hence to you 
cannot ; neither can they pass to us, that wou/d come from 
thence. 

27 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou 
wouldest send him to my father’s house : 

28 For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto 
them, lest they also come into this place of torment. 

29 Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the 
prcqphets ; let them hear them. 

80 And ho said. Nay, fother Abraham ; but if one went 
unto them from the dead, they will repent. 

81 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the 
wophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose 
Irom the dead. 
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RjonuBoiioNs TJTOK LxTzx xvi.— If we are the genuine disotiiles of 
Jesus, the sincerify of our profession wiU appear in fidelity to man 
in things which are tempom, and in faithfraess to God m things 
spiritual and ^vino. God has conferred* upon us numerous gifts-* 
lue, reason, temporal comforts, the biblo, the throne of grace, and 
the ordinances of religion. We are stewards of thm guts. May 
wo never forgot, on the one , hand, that God is willmg to confer 
grace that we may be frithful stewards; and, on &e other, that we 
shall be called to give an account of our stewardship. Lord, make 
us faitliM.” God, in bis mysterious sovereignty, often gives wealth 
to the worst of men, who employ their riches as weapons of rebel- 
lion against tho Most High, and thus prepare themselves for the 
miseries of everlasting woe ! 

TITE desire, O Lord our God, this evening, with humilily, 
devotion, and thankfulness, to lift up our hearts and 
our hands to thee, O God, who dwellest in the heavens. 
Evening and morning we would pray unto thee, for thou wilt 
hear our voice In ^ ages thy people have had reason with 
the Psalmist to acknowledge, I cried unto the Lord with my 
voice, and he heard me from his holy hill ; I sought the Lord, 
and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. 

May a sense of our sinfulness and guilt humble ua in thy 
presence. We confess that we have in countless instances 
resembled tlio unjust steward. Thou hast bestowed upon us 
many mercies, many privileges, and many talents. Alas ! we 
have, in a great measure, wasted these invaluable treasures. 
How much of our time has been occupied with sin, which 
should have been employed in thy service! how many precious 
opportunities of improvement have been neglected and de- 
spised — opportunities which shall never return 1 0 Lord, 

we confess this our sin, and supplicate pardon through our 
Saviour’s blood. We have allowed our affections to cleave to 
worldly objects in preference to Christ — we have said to them, 
Yc are our gods ; we have deliberately allowed ourselves to be 
carried away by the delusion of the things of time, and have 
shut oiur eyes against the sublime and desirable blessings of 
heaven and eternity. O Lord, we confess this our sin, and 
supplicate pardon through our Saviour’s blood. 

Mercifully instruct our beloved offspring to begin betimes to 
devote t)iemselves and their all to Christ, May they, in obedi^ 
ence to the cornmand of Jesus, surrender their heart to him. 

Bless to us, lioly Saviour, what wc have now read. Make 
tliy Word instrumental in breaking our obdurate hearts, and 
in forming a new creation within us of holiness and love. 
May we ever be impressed with the truth that we are stewards, 
and that thou, the omuiscient and Almighty Jehovah, art our 
Lord, to whom wo shall render an account at last. May we 
be prepared to give in our account with joy. May we be the 
rich possessors of thy grace, animated with thy Spirit, and 
clothed in tho comely garment of a Saviour’s right^usneas ; 
then shall wc be prepared to stand before thy great tribunal 
with acceptance and with triumph. Deliver us and all our 
relatives from the love of the world. May we neither be 
captivated with its riches, its pursuits, its pleasures, or its 
honours. Convince us more and more of tne folly* and the 
impiety of making the objects of time our pention, and meet- 
ing the fair and imperishable inheritance beyond tius sSEdes. 
May we rather prefer to be poor like Lazarus, than rich like 
Dives ; and may we rather travel to heaven through the yale 
of poverty, than travel to hell with all the luxuries and poiUf 
and splendour of wealth. We earnestly pray timt all pf 
may be made wise unto salvation. 

Entering on another night, we would lay our* heads ots ^ 
bosom of thy mercy. Adeep or awake, may our mind^ b|i> 

E reserved from the oontaminaling influenee of sin. ^ 
ear and answer and for Jesus’ our 
Saviour. ^ 


1 



I'HIBTEBNTH WEEK^WEDNfiSDAY MORNING. 


lOOKlKa TO AKD PLXABXKG WITH QOD. 

Omng$, Shmimo^d, 8.]t. 

1 I^INE ey&B and my detire 
Are erer to the Lord; 

I lore to plead hit promitet, 

And rert upon hit word. 

Sk Turn, turn thee to my eoul, 

Bring thy talvation near ; 

When will thy hand releate my feet 
Out of the deadly snare ? 

8 When shall the sovereign grace 
Of my forgiving God 
Bestore me from those dangerous ways 
My wondering feet have trod ? 

Wattb, Pi. 25, jp. IIJ 

EXODUS XXXII. 

Ths TiroMes wordiip a Oolden Calf. 

A ND when the people saw that Moses delayed to come 
down out of the mount, the people gathered themselves 
together unto Aaron, and said unto him. Up, make us gods, 
which shall go before us ; for as for this Moses, the man that 
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is 
become of him. 

2 And Aaron 8aid unto them. Break off the golden earrings, 
which are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your 
daughters, and bring them imto me. 

8 And all the people brake off the golden earrings which 
were in theinears, and brought them unto Aaron. 

4 And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with 
a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf ; and they 
said. These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out 
of the land of Egypt. 

5 And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it ; and 
Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to 
the Lord. 

6 And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt 
offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat 
down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play. 

9 And the Lord said unto Moses, I have seen this people, 
and, behold, it w a stiffnecked people : 

10 Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax 
hot against them, and that 1 may consume them : and I will 
make of thee a great nation. 

11 And Moses besought the Loud his God, and said, Lord, 
why doth thy wrath wax hot against thy people, which thou 
bast brought forth out of the land of Egypt with great power, 
and with a mighty hand ? ' 

12 Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and say, For 
mischief did he bring them out, to slay them in the mountains, 
and to consume them from the face of the earth ? Turn from 
thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against thy people. 

13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to 
whom thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst unto them, 
I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this 
land that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and 
thqr shall inherit it for ever. 

14 And the Lord repented of the evil which he thought to 
do unto his pebple. 

15 And Moses tamed^ and went down from the mount, and 
the two tables ewf the testimony were in his hand ; the tables 
were written on both their sides ; on the one side and on the 
other were tjusy written. 

BmuiqTXOiii vpoik Saoncs xxzn.r-How fcdthfdlly the Ms and 
the fidhags of the xnest emlneirt saints are recorded in Soriptnre, not 
onlyeM a pitoiof that the Biblo is of Divine inspiration, but also to 
spams beB#&dallT as bescons and warnings to belie^^ in eveiy 


succeeding age. How grievous to think of the fear, pusillanimity, 
and delinquency of Aaron, the priest of the Most High God, m 
co-operating with idolatrous Israel, in pouring the greatest contempt 
on the pure and spiritual worship of Israers God. What a contrast, 
Moses on the mount with God, and Aaron his elder brother standing 
before an idol and presenting idolatrous sacrifices I ** Lord, what is 
man May the exhibition of Israers sin, in trampling upon the 
pure worship of God, animate us to seek grace to worslup God in 
spirit and in truth; and to beware of that alienation from God, 
which exposes men to his merited indignation. 


PRAYER. 

TT/^E praise thee, O Lord, that thou hast said, I am the 
Lord thy God, the Iloly One of Israel, thy Saviour. 
O Lord, encouraged by this merciful and condescending 
declaration, we again encompass the domestic altar, and 
prostrate ourselv(\s before thy throne, only looking for accept- 
ance and pardon tlirough the merit of our Saviour’s blood, 
What ar(j wc that thou shouldst have cncouiuged us with 
promises so precious when we obey thy will and assemble in 
thy name? TIiou hast said, and wc pray to be enabled to 
believe wliat thou hast said, Wlicrc two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them ; and. 
All things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye 
shall receive. 

May wc be suitably impressed with the kindness of our 
God experienced during the past night. When asleep and 
awake thou didst mercifully d('fcnd and sustain us. What 
reason have wc thus tf) sing of the goodness of our God, in 
the language of the Psalmist: We laid ourselves down and 
slept ; wc awok(i, for the Lord sustained us. 

Fit us for the events and duties of the day. If we are 
called to suffer the afilictions of life, prepare us for thy holy 
will. Tn all the trials and vicissitudes of the wilderness, may 
we utter the language of holy Bubmission ; The will of the 
Lord be done. Preserve us this day from the snares of the 
world and from the wiles of the devil ; but above all preserve 
us from our own hearts. May we run in the way of duty, 
and all the day long may wc he preserved in thy fear. 

Bless to us the affecting history wc have now read of the 
oorruption and depravity of man. Altis, that the imagination 
of his heart in all ages is only evil, and that continually! We 
acknowledge with sliamo that we are more naturally inclined 
to obey JSatan and our own hateful lusts than the command- 
ments of our God, which arc holy, just, and good. 

O preserve our dear children f rom the love and the service 
of their oum corrupthms. Blessed Saviour^ give them ^race 
to obtain an ascendancy over their corruptions, which, ffnot 
subdued in early life, generally prove awfully ungovernable 
in mature years. 

We thank our God and Saviour that our beloved country 
is delivered from Pagan idolatry. O that every description of 
superstition and will-worship may be banished from all our 
churches. May the Sun of Righteousness shine brighter and 
brighter, and may our land soon he overspread with the 
fructifying and benign influence of unfeigned piety. 

We would mourn, O Lord, over our own sins, and over 
the backslidings of others. May the conduct of Aaron and 
the Israelites, in doing homage to the golden idol in the 
wilderness, powerfully show us the absolute necessity of an 
humble and constant dependence on the arm of omnipotent 
grace, to resist the allurements of sid and the temptotions 
of Satan. May we keep thy law continually, for ever and 
ever. Let our heart be sound in thy statutes, that we may 
not be ashamed. 

Forgive our sins, most gracious God, and hear our ptayei% 
for Jesus our Mediators mke. Amen. 


THIRTEENTH WEEK. — WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


THE BXLIETEE’8 EXTEBHITT OOD's OPPOETITNITY. 

Bant^fUUd, Ci'ickUmod, Aynho^> Broderip't, a 

I T IKE Israel, Lord ! am I, 

My Boul is at a stand ! 

A sea before, an host behind. 

And rocks on either hand. 

B 0 Lord ! I cry to thco, 

And would thy word obey ; 

Bid me advance, and, through the sea, 

Create a new-made way. 

. 3 Without thee, I must sink 
Beneath the swelling flood ; 

Oi* full a prey to those, who tliink 
To glut them with my blood 

4 The time of greatest straits 
Thy chosen time has been, 

To manifest thy power is great, 


And make thy glory seen. 


Ripfon, 593. 


LUKE XVII. 

Ten Lepers healed. 

A nd it came to pass^ as he went to Jerusalem, that he 
passed through tluj midst of Samaria and Galilee. 

12 And as he entered into a certain village, there met him 
ten men tliat were lepers, which stood afar oft*: 

13 And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, 
have mercy on us. 

14 And when he saw ///m, he said unto them. Go shew 
yotirselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as 
they went, they were cleansed. 

15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, 
turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, 

16 And fell do^ni on his face at his feet, giving him thanks ; 
and he was a Samaritan. 

17 And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? 
but where are the nine 

18 There are not found that returned to give glory to God, 
save this stranger. 

19 And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith 
hath made thee whole. 

LUKE XVIII. 

Encouragement to pray. 

A nd he spake a parable unto them to this efid, that men 
ought always to pray, and not to faint ; 

2 Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not 
God, neither regarded man : • 

3 And there was a widow in that city ; and she came unto 
him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. 

4 And he would not for a while : but afterward he said 
within himself. Though I fear not God, nor regard man ; 

5 Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, 
lest by her continual coming she weary me. 

6 And the Ijord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. 

7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, winch cry day 
and night unto him, though he bear long with them ? 

8 I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Neverthe- 
less when the Son of man edmeth, shall he find faith on the 
earth? _ 

Refluctions upon Luke xvil, xviri,— The daily journeys of the 
tun ^ strikingly fi^rative of the daily journeys of Jesus, the Sun 
of Righteousness. What blessings flow every day from the animating 
light and fertilizing warmth of the natural sun. And what astonish- 
ing blessingB, both for excellence and multitude, aocompanied and 
foUowed the daily joumcyi of our Saviour and Lord ! Is the sun the 
gsieat agent dt health and of natural happiness and jov ? Our Jesus, 
176 


wherever he went, gave health to the diseased, and filled the hearts 
of multitudes with joy and peace. 0 let us oomxmt our souls, whivh ‘ 
are by nature covered with the foul leprosy of sm, into his skilM, 
merciful hands, then we shall rejoice iu the glorious consequenoos of 
his healing power. A spirit of believing, earnest, persevering prayer 
is of incalculable worth. Compared with this, earthly wetiltn, and 
power, and honour, yea, even the greatwt and most splendid of 
human attainments, sink into complete insignificance. This gift is 
accompanied with the smiles and fellowship of God on earth, and is 
the assured harbinger of all the blessings and glories of immortality. 

PRAYER. 

E ternal and ever blessed Jehovah, praise waiteth for 
thee in Sion, and thou art infinitely worthy to be adored 
in all the assemblies of thy saints. Unto thee the vow shall 
be performed. Infinitely blessed is the man whom thou 
chooscst, and causcst to approach unto thee, for he shall dwell 
in thy courts, beholding thy glory, tasting thy grace, and 
enjoying thy fellowship. May we as a family, and all iu 
whom we are interested, be satisfied with the goodness of thy 
house, even of thy holy temple. 

In the name of onr Divine Advocate, we would present 
our evening sacrifice. O Jesus, through the merit of thy 
righteousness, and the all-prevailing efficacy of thine inter- 
cession, may our supplications ascend to the gracious presence 
of our God, like fragrant incense. Thou Hearer of prayer, 
mercifully hear our prayer. Give ear to our words, O Lord, 
consider our meditation. Hearken unto the voice of our cry, 
our King and our God ; for unto thee will we prav. 

May wc be deeply and gratefully impressed with a sense of 
the mercies wc have this day enjoyed. We thank our God for 
those blessings which respect the body and time ; but, above 
all, for those blessings which respect the soul and eternity. 
What rca^sou have we, therefore, to come before thy presence 
with tliaiiksgiving, and to utter abundantly the memory of 
thy great goodness ! O teach our tongues to speak of tby 
righteousness and of thy praise all the day long ! 

In thy kind providence wc arc brought to another night, and 
therefore wc commit ourselves to thy providence, that these 
dying bodies of ours may not only be preserved, but also may 
enjoy the refreshment of sleep and repose. 

Wc desire, O thou God, of spotless purity, to be humbled 
under a sense of the polluting influence of sin. Remove 
graciously from our minds that veil by wliicli we are prevented 
from seeing the vileness and loathsomeness of sin. Convince 
us by thy spirit that there is no bodily disease so abominable 
or BO dangerous as the disease of sin. Spiritually and morally 
considered, wc are overspread with the leprosy of sin, and 
have reason to exclaim, Unclean, unclean ! 

Give to our beloved children the grace of holy repentance. 
May we witness in thern^ and that soon, a holy concern to 
have the corruptions of their nature washed away^ and that 
the guilt of their sins may be forgiven. . 

As a family, we would lift up our voices, like the ten lepers, 
and we would earnestly pray, Jesus, Master, have mercy upon 
us. Lord, heal us ; then shall we return, and with a loud 
voice we m\\ glorify God. 

Lord, deliver us from formality in our prayers. May our 
prayers be the supplications of faith. Deliver us from coldness 
in our prayers, and may they be the supplications of holy 
earnestness. Let not our prayers be occasional offerings, but 
may we daily and constantly approach the throne of grsee, 
and with the hand of earnest importunity knock at xuer^^a 
door. Glory to our God for the encouraging counsel, thst 
men ought always to pray, and not to faint* 

Lord, accept, hear, and answer, for Jesus’ sidee, our gwirt 
Hieh Priest. Thine, O Ijord, is the kingdom and the pbtret 
and the glory, for ever. Ameji. 


THIRTEENTH WEEK.— THURSDAY MORNINO. 


OOD THX StTFBXMB AND STERNAL RULER. 

M, AngeU^ ffymn» Old Ewuired, l. k. 
t *OT££NAL God ! almighty cause 
AJ Of earth, aud seas, and worlds uukaowa; 

All things are subject to thy laws, 

All things depend on thee mono. 

2 Thy glorious being singly stands, 

Of all within itself possest. 

Controlled by none ore thy commands, 

Thou from thyself alone ait blest. 

8 To thee alone ourselves we owe ; 

Let heaven and earth duo homage pay ; 

AU other gods we disavow. 

Deny their claims, renounce their sway. Wiix:amu. 
EXODUS XXXIT. 

7%e Oolden Odlf destroyed, and the Idolaters slain, 

A nd it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the 
camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing : and Moses^ 

S r waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and 
e them beneath the mount. 

20 And he took the calf which they had made, aud burnt it 
in the fire, and ground it to powder, and strawed it upon the 
water, and made the children of Israel drink of it, 

21 And Moses said unto Aaron, AVhat did this people unto 
thee, that thou hast brought so great a sin upon them ? 

22 And Aaron said. Let not the anger of my lord wax hot : 
thou knowest the people, that they ai'e set on mischief. 

23 For they said unto me. Make us gods, which shall go 
before us : for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up 
out of the land of Egypt, wc wot not what is become of him. 

24 And I said unto them, \Vhosoev(jr hath any gold, let 
them break it off. So they gave it me : then I cast it into the 
fire, and there came out this calf. 

25 And when Moses saw that the people were naked ; (for 
Aaron had made them naked unto their shame among their 
enemies :) 

26 Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, 
Who is on the Lord^s side ? let him come unto me. And all 
the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him. 

27 A nd he said unto them, Thus saith the Loan God of 
Israel, Put every man his sword by his side, and go in and out 
from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay every man his 
brother, and cveiy man his companion, and every man his 
neighbour. 

28 And the children of Levi did according to the word of 
Moses : and there fell of the people that day about three thou- 
sand men. 

29 For Moses had said, Consecrate yourselves to day to the 
Lord, even every man upon his son, and upon his brother ; 
that he may bestow upon you a blessing this day. 

30 And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said unto 
the people, Ye have sinned a great sin : and now I will go up 
unto the Lord ; peradventure I shall make an atonement for 
your sin. 

81 And Moses returned unto the Lord, and said. Oh, this 
people have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of 
gold. 

82 Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin — ; and if not, 
blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written. 

88 And the Lord said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned 
against me, him will I blot out of my book. 

84 Therelbre now go, lead the people unto the place of 
which I have spoken unto thee : behold, mine Angel shall go 
before thee t uev^r&eless in the day when 1 visit I will visit 

their aiu ujKm thauu 

^BRAnoridils zxzn.*— ^ wo are the possessors of 

gvac^ we shsU be griered and afflicted when we see the prevalence 


of fin, the disregard of Qod^s worship shown b\ multitudes alto- 
gether, and also tho corrupt mode of worship exhibited by others: 
we shall bo grieved by tlie injury men do to themselves, and by the 
dishonour done to God. Oh! how wc should pity tho myriads on tho 
face of tho earth who arc wholly given to idolatry, and the masses 
of our race who are most rigidly devoted to superstition aud will- 
worship, and who place the rites and ceremonies of human invention 
in the room of tho pure, simple, aud spiritual worship of tho God of 
salvation. Let us ask, what portion of the visible Church is most 
especially on the Lord’s side? ns Moses asked, when he came down 
from the immediate presence of Jehovah, and saw the abomination of 
Israors idolatiy. It cannot bo those who arc professing to worship 
God with the inventions of man. It must bo those who aro adhering 
most closely to the pure simplicity of Divine worshij), us it is laid 
down in the word of truth. Alas ! that the solemn declaration of 
our Lord is so much forgotten : God is a spirit, and they who 
worship him must worsliip him in spirit and in truth.’' 

PRAYER. 

LORD, though ^^c are worms of the dust, unworthy aud 
^ impure, wc come before thcc as a prayer-hearing God, to 
iidore thee in thy glorious majesty, aud to supplicate, through 
our Saviour’s rigfiteousncss, the smiles of thy forgiveness and 
the blessings of thy salvation. Lord, quicken us, and we will 
call on thy name. May the following promise be fulfilled in 
us, in all tho families with which we arc connected, and in the 
congregation with which wc are associated : I will pour upon 
the house of David, aitd u])on tlic inhabitants of Jcnisalem, 
the spirit of graces and supplication. Mercifully bestow upon 
us this spirit. 

May lively and lasting impressions be produced on our minds 
by what we have now read of thy hatred of sin and of thy 
righteous indignation in punishing the idolatry and rebellion 
of oftending Israel. Truly, O Lord, thou art of purer eyes 
than to behold evil, and canst not look upon init^uity. For thou 
art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness ; neither shall 
evil dwell with thee. 

May the sins of ancient Isratd bring our own to our remem- 
brance. Like them, we have borne thy name, but we have 
wandered from thy ways. How often liave we indulged in vain 
and unhallowed mirth, while oui* hearts should have been 
melted down with jjcnitence and grief ! Lord, forgive this our 
sin. Like them, we have ?oved idols ; wc have said, After them 
we tvill go. Lord, forgive this our sin. Like them, wc have 
been guilty of form ah ry and hypocrisy in our worship. We 
have forgotteai that thou art a Spirit, and that they who 
worship thee must worship in spirit and in truth. Lord, 
mercifully forgive this our sin. 

Inspire our dear children tvith true devotion. At a very 
early period of their days may they he delivered from their 
natural aversion to religious duties^ and he animated with a 
holy delight in spiritued exercises. 

Lord have mercy on the aged. Preserve aged sinners from 
finishing their days in impenitence. O comfort aged saints 
with the near prospect of heaven. 

Enable us, O Ijord, to mourn over the sins of professors, and 
to weep with our souis over the vast prevalence of sin in our 
land. With justice mightst thou say respecting us as a nation^ 
because of our contempt of thine ordinances, I will blot them 
out of my book. Thou hast remembered us in thy mercy, 
while we might have been visited in thy wrath. O let thy 
grace overspread our country, and make it a garden of spiritual 
beauty in the midst of the nations of the earth. Give us thy 
Holy Spirit, that we may resemble Moses in our hatred of sin, 
and iu expressing our holy iudignation at our own sins and the 
sins of others. Lord, sanctify us through thy truth. i 

We thank our Qod for the mercies of another night, and 
seek the light of his countenance this day, for our Saviour’s 
sake. Amen. 

A A IW 


THIRTEENTH WEEK.— THURSDAY EVBNIHB 


•MB PHAEISBB AND THB PUBLICAN. 

PmUitUi. Sabbath. Wiw^ter. PauTt. L. K. 

t 'DEHOLD how sinners disagree, 

" The publican and Pharisee ! 

One doth his righteousness proclaim, 

The other owns his guilt and shame. 

2 This man at humble distance stimds, 

And cries for grace with lifted hands ; 

That boldly rises near the throne, 

And talks of duties ho has done. 

'% The Lord their different language knows, 

And different answers he bestows ; 

'Iho humble soul with grace he crowns, 

’ Whilst on the proud liis anger frowns. 

Watts, lai, 7. 

LUKE XVIII. 

The Pharisee and the Publican. 

A nd he spake tills parable unto certain which trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous, and despised others : 
10 Two men went up into the temple to pray ; the one a 
Pharisee, and the other a publican. 

11 The Pharisee stood and praycid thus with himself, God, I 
thank thee, that 1 am not as other men are, (extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 

12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I 
possess. 

13 And the publican, standing afar oft‘, w'ould not lift up so 
much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, 
saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 

I h I tell you, This man went down to his house justified 
rather than the other: for every one that cxalteth himself 
shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted. 

15 And they brought unto him also infants, that he w^ould 
touch them : but when his disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 

16 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Sutler little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not ; for of such 
is the kingdom of God. 

17 Verily 1 say unto you, Wliosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little cliild shall in no wise enter therein. 

LUKE XIX. 

Conversion of Zacekotm. 

A nd Jesus entered and j)assed through Jericho. 

2 And, behold, there was a man named /acchaeus, which 
was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich. 

3 And he sought to see Jesus Avho he was ; and could not 
for the prtiss, because he was of little stature. 

4 And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycamore tree 
to see him ; for he was to pass that way. 

5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw 
him, and said unto him, Zacchmus, make haste, and come 
down ; for t 9 day I must abide at thy house. 

6 And he made haste, and came down, and received him 
joyfully. 

7 And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying;^, That 
he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. 

8 And ZacchsBus stood, and said unto the Lord ; Behold, 
Lord, the half of my goo<ls I give to the poor ; and if I have 
taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore 
him fourfold. 

9 And Jesus said unto him. This day is salvation come to 
this house, forsomuch as he b\so is a son of Abraham. 

Id For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost. 

•BjorLsmoirs tm>ir Lvxr xvm., xix.-- How hateftil is pride even 
in the^ ejnes of man, but how peouliarlv odious in the eyes of Oodl 
What is the fbnndation of a spirit r Pride ! What is the source 


of self-admiration, confidence, and oomplaoenoy i Pride ! What Is 
it which makes a man blind to his own fiuuts, and blind to tha 
excellencies of others ? Pride 1 What teaches a man audaciously to 
take his own supposed merit and good works, and actually present 
them before Go(i os a price to purchase pardon, heaven, and immor- 
tality ? Pride ! Let us hike warning i^m the proud Pharisee who 
was condemned. Let us seek grace to imitate the penitent, humble 
publican,, who was accepted and saved ! How admirable, how lovely 
Chrisfs affection to children, and how willingly he accepts thoir 
persons from the hands of parents, and how readily he blesses them 
in answer to parents^ prayers. ZacchsBUS, probably from notions of 
ciuiosity, wished to see Jesus. May wo be earnestly desirous to 
sec Jesus in his word, in his ordinoncos, and in his sanctuary. At 
last, when time with us shall cease for ever, may we see Christ 
for ever in heaven. When Jesus saves, what wealth he bestows, 
what happiness he communicates, and with what honour he crowns. 
0 that, like ZacchsBus, we could all say, Salvation is come to our 
house! Amen!*' 


PBAYER. 

O LOHD our God, the God and Father of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, there is none like unto thee, for thou 
art high above all nations, and thy glory is above the heavens. 
Notwithstanding the splendour of thy glory and the height of 
thy majesty, thou Iminblest thyself to heliold the things that 
arc in heaven and upon the earth. While thou admittest the 
loftiest of angels to hold converse with thyself, the smallest 
insect is not below thy notice or without thy care. 

At the close of another day we encompaas thine altar to 
present our evening sacrifice. We desire to call upon thee, for 
thou art worthy to be praised. We rejoice that we present 
our prayers, however feeble and imperfect, with the olessed 
encouragement that thou wilt accept and answer. I'ulfil thy 
gracious promise, and send out thy light and thy truth, that 
we may bo allured and led unto thy holy hill. Then wBl we 
go unto the altar of God, unto God our exceeding joy. 

May a solemn and salutary impression be product on all 
our minds by what we have now read of the Pharisee and the 
})ublican. May tlic affecting history tekeh us to examine our 
own hearts, whether our profession is sincere, and what are the 
motives by wliioh our minds arc influenced, when we engage 
in the various ordinances of our holy faith. O deliver us in 
our approaches to thy presence from pride, formality, and 
hypocrisy. May we not resemble the 'Pharisee, who gloried 
in Ills supposed excellence, who brought himself under tne 
curse of a heart-searching God; but may we resemble the 
publican, who mourned over his corruptions, who earnestly 
sought salvation, who found mercy, and was justified of Goa. 
Lord, we acknowledge that wc are sinners, even the chief. We 
have not rendered unto the Lord according to his benefits done 
unto us. Amid the smiles of thy goodness, when the cup of 
prosperity has been put into our unworthy hands — even then, 
when oui’ hearts should have been warmed with gratitude and 
love, we have not been mindful of the rock of our strength, 
and we have forgotten the God of our salvation. 

Wc present our children before thee^ 0 merciful Saviour^ 
and we beseech thee to touch them by thy grace; then ehaU 
their nature be changed^ and the heart of stone be changed 
into the heart of flesh. 

Glory to Goa m the highest, that the Son of man cEme 
from heaven to earth, to seek and to save that whiem is kst. 
We are by nature lost. May we be sought by thee, 0 J^ns, 
and carried by thee to the fold of thy church on esartli^ aim at 
last to the fold of heaven above, there’ to remain lor evef* 

May thine eye, which never slumbers, watch over tis tl# 
night. May the mercies of the day affect our 
thankfulness and repentance, and may the sins of the 
be forgiven. We present our prayer through 019^ 
our Advocate and Saviour. Amen* 


THIETEENTH WEBK.—PRIDAY MORNING. 


GOB RBIGNSTH IK THE HEART. 

WmniiigUm* Stdnn, ^orut BiU, Denbigh, l. m. 

I A KR will the offended God again 

Return, and dwell with flinful men? “ 

Will he within this bosom roiso 
A Uring temple to his praise ? 

9 The joj^^ news transports my breast ; 

All hail t 1 ory, thou hearenly guest 
lift up your heads, ye powers within, 

And let the Ring of Glory in. 

8 .Enter, with all thy heavenly train ! 

Here live, and here for ever reign ! 

Thy sceptre o’er my passions sway ; 

Let love command, and I’ll obey. 

S. Stknnbtt. 


Reflections won Exonxrs xxxin.--'What a striking contnwt ! 
— Israel’s sin, and God’s forbearance ; Ismel’s rebellion, and God’s 
forgiveness! Though his people had cast him off, distrusted his 
truth, and rejected his promise, ho holds out before them tlie pro- 
spects of Canaan, and provides for them n mighty angel to Lu the 
breaker up of the way before them, and to lead them gently, safely, 
and triumphantly to the promised land, '' the goodly heritage of the 
host of nations.” Let us praise God that, notwithstimding our nume- 
rous and aggravated provocations, Jesus is holding up to our viow 
the heavenly Canaan, the paradise of the blessed ; that he is willing 
to give us a title to heaven, meetness for heaven, and to undertake 
himself, most mercifully and safely, to lead us to heav en, and put us 
in possession of all he lias purchased by his rightoousness, numoly, 
‘^un inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away yea, “a crown of righteousness, and a crown of life.” May 
it be oui' privilege to read our title clear to these heavenly abodes! 


I 


EXODUS XXXIII. 

, An Angel prwnmd at a Leader to the People, 

A nd the Lord said unto Moses, Depart, and go up hence, 
thou and the people which thou hast brought up out of 
the land of Egypt, unto the hind which I sware unto Abraham, 
to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, Unto thy seed will I give it : 

2 And I will send an Angel before thee ; and I will drive 
out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittitc, and the 
Perrizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite : 

8 Unto a land flowing with milk and honey ; for I will not 
go up in the midst of thee ; for thou art a stiffnecked people : 
lest I consume thee in the way. 

4 And when the people heard these evil tidings, they 
mourned* and no man did put on him his ornaments. 

5 For the Lord liad said unto Moses, Say unto the children 
of Israel, Ye are a stiffnecked people : I will come up into the 
midst of thee in a moment, and consume thee : therefore now 
put off thy ornaments from thee, that I may know what to do 
unto thee. 

6 And the^children of Israel stripped themselves of their 
ornaments by the mount Horeb. 

7 And Moses took the tabernacle, and pitched it without 
the camp, afar off from the camp, and calica it the Tabernacle 
of the congregation. And it came to pass, that every one 
which sou^t the Loud went out unto the tabernacle of the 
congregation, which was without the camp. 

8 And it came to pass, when Moses went out unto the 
tabernacle, that all the people rose up, and stood every man 
at his tent door, and looked after Moses, until he was gone 
into the tabernade. 

9 And it came to pass, as Moses entered into the taber- 
nacle, the cloudy pillar descended, and stood at the door of 
the tabernacle, and the LORD talked with Moses. 

10 And all the people saw the cloudy pillar stand at the 
tabernacle door ; and all the people rose up and worshipped, 
evenr man in his tent door. 

ll And the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, sa a man 
speaketh unto his friend. And he turned again into the 
camp : but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, 
departed not out of the tabernacle. 

12 And Moses said unto the Lord, Sec, thou sayest unto 
me. Bring up this people : and thou hast not let me know 
whom thou wflt send with me. Yet thou hast said, I know 
thee hv nlime, and thou hast also found grace in my sight. 

18 Now Itoefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in 
thy sight, nb&w me now thy way, that I may know thee, that 
I mqy find gr^oe in thy ^ht : and consider that this nation 
<athyne<^, 

^14 Aha presence shall go with tftee, and I will 

^ 

15 *Ahd ihe iflid unto him» If thy presence gp not with me, 

cany 


PRAYER. 

T3LESSED Jehovah, it is good to draw near unto thee, the 
A-a Lord our God. As u family wc would di’aw near unto 
thee; for thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive, and | 
plenteous in mercy to all them that call upon thee. I 

We desire, with feelings of humility, tliaukfidness, and love, 
to pray that thou wouldst accept our acknowledgments for the 
mercies of the past night. Thou art lengthening out our 
days ; O increase our usefulness. 'I’cach us to connect time 
with eternity, by employing ouT time to be prepared for the 
eternal state. Affect our minds most deeply with the truth, 
that lost time may ensure for us an eternity of woe, while 
time spent in tliy love and fear will he followed by the inter- 
minable joys of heaven. 

May wc enjoy thy cim; this day, and may wc he fitted to 
perform its duties, resist its temptations, endure its trials, and 
enjoy its comforts. Give us grace to value time, to improve 
time, and to devote time to the honour of our God and Saviour, 
who is the same immutable Jehovah in all generations. This 
day, and every day, may wc put on the whole armour ol God; 
that we may ever successfuliy stand against the wdles of the 
devil, and withstand in the evil day. O preserve us from the 
evil of the world, to which wc are constantly exposed, and 
give us that faith by which wc shall overcome the world. 
May wc know tlio blessedness of walking in all the statutes 
and ordinances of the Lord blameless. Make us proficient 
scholars in all our duties ; then shall we be complete in all 
the will of God. For all these important ends, grant us the 
abundant and the continued supplies of the Holy Spirit, with- 
out whose grace wc arc nothing, and witliout whose grace we 
can do nothing. 

Wc thank thee for another opportunity of reading the oracles 
of truth. May what we have read of the sad apostacy of Israel 
prove a warning to us to avoid this presumptuous sin. For- 
give past apostacies, and prevent our falling into them in 
future. Give us persevering grace ; may wc not turn to the 
right-hand or to the left, hut may we hold on, and hold out, 
till at last we reach our heavenly home. 

Introduce our dear children into a state of grace. Pour 
thy Spirit, 0 Lord, upon them, and may that happy hour soon 
arrive which will make them thine indeed. 

Lead the inhabitants of our beloved land to a knowledge of 
their aggravated guilt, and may they return to thee in genuine 
repentance. Suffer us not to make idols of our national wealth, 
or of our power; but let us rejoice in God, as the God of our 
solvation. 

Fulfil in our experienxje, and in the experience of all thy 
people and ministers, that promise: My presence shall go 
with thee, and I will give thee rest. Give us thy gracious 
presence, O Lord, while we journey along the vale of tears, 
and at la«t bring tw to thy heayjenly kini^om, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


THIRTEENTH WEEK.— FRIDAY EVENING. 


Christ’s love, condescension, and pity. 

JSA^ounL Peace. Tredlti. Jiedemptum, L. m. 

1 OEE) Lord, thy willing subjects bow, 

Adoring low before thy throne : 

Accept our humble, cheerful vow ; 

Thou urt our sovereign, thou alone. 

2 Beneath thy soul-reviving ray, 

•E’en cold atUiction^s wintry gloom 
Shall brighten into vernal day, 

j And hopes and joys immortal bloom. 

3 Smile on our souls, and bid us sing 
In concert with the choir above, 

The glories of our Saviour king, 

The condescensions of his love. Steele. 

LUKE XIX. 

Destruction of Jerumkm. 

A nd when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept 
over it, 

42 Saying, If tliou hadst known, even thou, at least in this 
thy day, the things which belong unto thy jieace ! but now they 
arc hid from thine eyes. 

43 For the days shall come iipon thee, that thine enemies 
shall cast a trench about thee, and comjiass thee round, and 
keep thee in on every side, 

44 And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children 
. within thee ; and they shall not leave in tluMi one stone upon 
another ; because thou kncw^(\st not the time of thy visitation. 

LUKE XXJIl. 

Crucijlnon of Jesus. 

A ND tlic whole multitude of them arose, and led him mito 
Pilate. 

6 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man 
were a Galilaean. 

7 And as soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herod’s 
jurisdiction, he scut him to Herod, who himself also was at 
Jerusalem at that time. 

8 And w^hen Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad ; for 
he was desirous to sec him of a long season, because he had 
heard many tilings of him ; and he hoped to have seen some 
miracle done by him. 

9 Then he questioned with him in many words; but he 
answered him nothing. 

10 And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently 
accused him. 

11 And Herod with his men of war set him at nought, and 
mocked hhn, and arrayed liim in a gorgeous robe, and sent 
him again to Pilate. 

12 And the same day Pilate and Herod w ere made friends 
together : for before they w’cre at enmity between themselves. 

26 And as they led him away, tlicy laid hold upon one 
Simon, a Cyreuiaii, coming out of the country, and on him 
they laid the cross, that he might bear it after Jesus. 

27 And there followed him a great company of people, and 
of women, which also bew’ailcd and lamented him. 

28 But Jesus turning unto them, said, Daughters of Jeru- 
salem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your 
children. 

29 For, behold, the days arc coming, in the which they 
shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never 
bare, and the breasts which never gave suck. 

30 Tlicn sliall they begin to say to the mountains, FaU on 
us ; and to the hills, Cover us. 

31 For if they do these things in a green tree, what shall 
be done in the dry? 

I rr i i rnt 

EBFLacnoirs rrow Lihce xix., xxm.— In the days of our Saviour’s 
flesh, ho showed that his compassion was tender boundless. 
What ^passion, to weep over tho inhabitants of Jerusalem, that 


city devoted to destruction, which in a ibw days nailed him Id t he 
cross ! They made light of the Ood of their salvation ; they sinned 
above all other cities on the face of the earth ; and, therefore, they 
brought upon themselves judgments more awfUl than any that ever 
fell upon tho inhabitants of a guilty world. May we learn from, 
their punishment never to despise God’s mercy, os nothing can so 
effectually secure the pouring down tho vials of Divine indication. 
There are few names so associated with deeds of cruelty and blood 
as the name Hebod. This is demonstrated by the Herod who lived 
at Jesus* birth, and the Herod who reigned" at his death. When 
kings are merciful, they are blessings to the world ; when they ore 
cruel and unjust, they are sin and Satan personified. "Who can con- 
ceive tho humiliation of the King of kin^, when set at nought by 
Herod and his men of war ! Let us rejoice that Jesus now his 
mediatorial throne, though his way to it was by degradation, suffer** 
ing, and death I 

PEAYER. 

^Ull God and Father in Christ, thou sittest upon the throne 
^ of universal dominion, and thou dost reign Lord God omni- 
potent. All the kingdoms of the earth are thine, and thou 
shalt reign for ever and ever. O Lord God of hosts, who is a 
strong Lord like unto thee, who Inist all power in heaven and 
in earth ! 

Wc would esteem it, O Lord, our unspeakable privilege, 
that wc are permitted, not only as individuals separately, but 
as a family collectively, to liold intercourse uith thee in prayer. 
Wc rejoice that wc are now before thy throne of grace; thou 
who art the true God, the living God, and an everlasting King; 
for unto thee shall all flesh come. Though thou art far from 
the wicked, yet thou hcarcst tlie prayer of the righteous, and 
thine car is constantly open to their cry. Clothe us with the 
riglitcousnoss of thy Son, and animate us with tho graces of 
his spirit : then shall w e draw near unto thee with a true heart, 
and in the full assurance of our faith. 

We present our united thanksgivings for the mercies of the 
day. Convince us of the solemn yet delightful truth, that 
c\cry mercy increases our obligation to love and serve thee. 

O affect us w ith the •Ularming truth, that if w'c continue reWs 
against thine authority, every mercy we receive heightens the 
aggravation of our sins. May wc seriously remember, that if ' 
we die impenitent, every drop of thy mercy in this world will 
add a drop to thy wrath in the world to come. Take us under 
thy gracious protection this night. Suffer us not to sleep the 
sleep of death ; hut if wc should awake in eternity before the 
light of another day, may our souls awake in heaven, amid 
the songs of angels and perfect saints. 

We adore thee, O Lord, as a holy and righteous God, With 
Divine displeasure thou didst look upon the sins of highly- 
favoured Jerusalem; and with just indignation thou didst bring 
upon them alarming and deserved punishment. May we stand 
in awe and sin not. Convince us that the greatest of all 
Jerusalem’s sins was rejecting Jesus, and putting the blessed 
Saviour to death. O Saviour, thou didsf come to thine own, 
and, instead of receiving thee, they destroyed thee. Justly 
didst thou make them the monuments of thy vengeance, and 
suffer thy judgments to lay that city desolate where the awful 
deed of putting thee to death was perpetrated. 

Preserve ns as a family, preserve our relatives and friends, 
pipscrvc our nation, from the sin of rejecting Christ. Give us 
faith that we may sec Christ’s indispensable suitableness and 
nccc^ity; give us faitli that we may receive him and rely upon 
him in all his loveliness, all his fuhiess, and all his glory. 

Teach our itear children thy saving knowledge, and 0 gin^ 
them thy saving grace. While thou art saying unto 
Come, may they reply, We come, we come, at thy cdmmM. 
While thou art saying unto us, Come, may we reriy, 0 
we come, we come, at thy command. Mercifh& 
prayers, for Jesus^ sake. Amen. 


THE MEECT OF OOD. 

Samlet* Sdbom, Qmwrd. SrougkUm, p« 

1 rpHT mercy, my God, is the theme of my song, 

The jojr of my heart and the boast of my tongue ; 
Thy free grace alone, from the first to the last, 

Hath won my afiections, and bound my soul fast. 

3 Without thy sweet mercy I could not live hero, 

Sin soon would reduce mo to utter despair ; 

But through thy free goodness my spirits roiive, 

And he that first made mo still keeps mo alive. 

8 Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart, 

Wliich wonders to feel its own hardness depart ; 
Dissolved by thy goodness I fall to the ground. 

And weep to the praise of the mercy I found. 


EXODUS XXXIII. 

OodprodaitM kU Name to Moiee* 

A ND ho said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory. 

19 And ho said, I will moke all my goodness pass before 
thcc, and I will proclaim the name of the Loan before thee ; 
and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew 
mercy on Mdiom I will shew mercy. 

20 And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there 
shall no man see me, and live. 

21 And the Loud said, Behold, there is a place by me, and 
thou shalt stand upon a rock ; 

22 And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, 
that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee 
with my hand while I pass by : 

28 And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see ray 
back parts : but my face shall not be seen. 

EXODUS XXXIV. 

A ND the Lord said unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of 
stone like unto the first: and I will write upon these 
tables the words tliat were in the first tables, which thou 
brakest. 

2 And be ready in the morning, and come up in the morn- 
ing unto mount Sinai, and present thyself ‘there to me in the 
top of the mount. 

3 And no man shall come up with thcc, neither let any man 
bo seen throughout all the mount ; neither let the flocks nor 
herds feed before that mount. 

4 And he hewed two tables of stone like unto the first ; and 
Moses rose up early in the morning, and went up unto mount 
Sinai, as the Lord had commanded him, and took in his hand 
the two tables of stone. 

6 And the Lord descended in the cloud, and stood with 
him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. 

6 And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed. The 
Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuflering, 
and abundant in goodness and truth. 

7 Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the 
guilty ; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon tlie children, 
and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the 
fourth generation. 

8 And Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the 
earth, and worshipped, 

9 And he said, If now I have found grace in thy sight, O 
Lord, let my Lord, I pray thee, go among jis; for it w a 
stiffnecked ^ple ; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and 
take m &rwm ii^eritance. 


mov JExonrs «xni., xxjdv.— In all his perfections, 
ititeidijr i^on^ but he is especially glorious in his mercy, 
SiQia.|(ttpe Bo ibeUe is fim humanity here below, that, 


speuking after the manner of man, a very small degree of the rays of 
iSivine glory falling upon us is quite sufficient to extinguish the 
lamp of our mortal existence. But if we are the redeemed of God, 
what a mighty change shall bo effected in our corporeal luittirc ; ‘ for 
then wo shall be able to see and enjoy the full, the unveiled Bplcndour 
of the being and attributes of the Triune Jehovah. Lot us by faith 
anticipate the day, the glorious, matcliless day ! And may we unite 
with the Apostle in the language of animating hope, ** Beloved, now 
arc we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear wliat wo shull bo ; 
but wo know that when he shall appear we shall be like him, for wo 
shall BOO him as he is!*' As an evidence that our hope is genuine 
and sure, may the Divine law be engraven on our heart by the 
Divine Spirit f 


PRAYER. 

TTOLY Spirit, heavenly Dove, graciously condescend to 
breathe upon us thy blessed influence, that we may be 
enabled to adore our glorious Lord God. O fill each dead, 
benighted soul witli light and life and joy ; for who can resist 
thy mighty powers, or destroy thy glorious work 1 

Father, Son, and Spirit, one God, we adore thcc in all the 
immeasurable splendours of thine infinite and uncreated glory. 
No mortal eye can possibly endure tlie ovcrwliclmiiig radiance 
of tliinc unveiled majesty. No man can sec thcc and live. 
Witli the eye of faith may we sec, with astonishment and 
joy, the glory of all tliy perft'ctions shining in the person and 
righteousness of Christ ; and when our mortal eyes are shut 
in death, may our faith be turned into vision, and may we see 
our God as he is, seated upon the celestial throne. 

We praise thcc for the displays of tliy mercy which thou 
hast given to our guilty, ruined world, llius thou hast in a 
great mtiasurc dispidhnl the gloomy darkness from our sky 
which, if not nmiovcd, would liave rendered our globe an 
affecting emblem of the land of perdition. Glory to tliy name, 
that the day-spring from on liigh has visited ns. Glory, 
eternal glory to thee our God, that thou diilst actually descend 
in a cloud, and in the presence of Moses didst thus proclaim 
thy name: The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping 
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and 
sin. Preserve us, O Lord, from incoiTcct and unscriptural 
views of thy mercy; from ever imagining that thou art mer- 
ciful to the exclusion of thy justice. May we see that a God 
all mercy is a God unjust, and that the honour of thy Divine 
perfection requires an exercise of justice as well as of mercy. 
Thou art a God of immutable righteousness, and will by no 
means clear the finally impenitent. 

Blessed Spirit, suffer not onr dear children to he injured 
by our imperfections. May we who are \hcir parents and 
guardian's be successful in sowing in their hearts that in^ 
corruptible seed of grace which will spring up into eiwrlasU 
ing hfc. 

Give us faith to believe thy Gospel, and in thcc, as the God 
of salvation; and give us grace to obey thy laws as our Father 
and our King. Write thy laws on our hearts with impressions 
more lasting than the engraving of thy ten commandments on 
the two tables which were in the hand of Moses. 

May we and all our relatives long to see the glory of the 
Father, Son, and Spirit, in heaven. O for a lively faith in 
Jesus, the conqueror of death I then we shall he able to sing 
at the close of life : Henceforth there is laid up for us a crown 
jof righteousness, which God the righteous Judge will give unto 
us at that day ; and not unto us only, but unto aU them also 
who love his iqipearing. 

We present our thanks for the mercies of the night, we 
seek our Fathers pardon for all our sins, and we implore 
grace for the day on which we have entered, for Jesus' sake, 
the Lamb who was slam. Amen. 


THIRTEENTH WEEK.— SATURDAY BVBNINO. 


nUTXa TO THB SPIRIT. 

CoUiham, Langboitme, ffaxion, 

1 pTEllTSTAL Spirit ! Eource of light ! 

Enlivening, consecrating fire ! 

Descend, and with celestial heat 
Our dull, our frozen hearts inspire : 

Our souls refine, our dross consume ! 

Come, condescending Spirit! come. 

2 In our cold breasts, 0 strike n spark 

Of the pure flame which seraphs feel ; 

Nor let us wander in the dark, 

Or lie boiiumbod and stupid still ; 

Como, viviiying Spirit ! come, 

And make our hearts thy constant home. 

rRHsiDENT Davies. 


experience of belicycrs. At one time they aie enyeloped in darlpieee, 
at another walking in tlio brightness of noonday. At one time filled 
with sorrow, at another animated with joy. At one time mourning 
over an absent Saviour, at another enjoying the fellowship of a 
present Lord. Great was the change in the external appearance of 
the humanity of Christ after he rose from the dead. But there waa 
no change in his love. It is the same now he fills his throne, aa 
when ho hung suspended to tho cross. It is the same yesterday, 


LUKE XXIV. 

accompanying the Disciples to Emmaua, 

A nd, behold, two of them went that same day to a village 
- called ISiiimaiis, wliicli was from Jerusalem about three- 
score furlongs. 

14 And they talked together of all these things which hod 
happened. 

15 And it came to pass, that, wliile they communed 
iogdher and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went 
with them. 

16 But their eyes Avcrc holclen that they should not know 

him. 

17 And he said unto tliem, Wliat manner of communica- 
tions are tliesc that vc liavc one to another, as ye walk, and 
arc sad ? 

18 And the one of them, wliose name was Clcopas, answer- 
ing said unto him, Art tliou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and 
hast not known the things which arc come to pass there in 
these days ? 

19 And he said unto them, What things? And they said 
unto him, Concciming Jesus' of Nazareth, whicli was a prophet 
mighty in deed and word before God aud all the people : 

20 And how the chief priests and our nxlers delivered him 
to bo condemned to death, and liave crucified him. 

21 But wc trusted that it had been lie which slioidd have 
redeemed Israel; and beside all Ibis, to day is tlie third day 
since these things were done, 

22 Yea, and certain women also of our company made us 
astonished, which were early at the sepulchre ; 

23 And when they found not his body, they came, saying, 
that they had also seen a vision of angels, which said that he 
was alive. 

24 And certain of them which were with us went to the 
sepulchre, and found it even so as the women had said ; but 
him they saw not. 

25 Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to 
believe all that the jirophets have spoken : 

26 Ouglit not Christ to have suffered these things, and to 
enter into his glory ? 

27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he 
expounded unto them in all the scriptui’cs the things concern- 
ing himself. 

28 And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they 
went : and he made as though he would have gone further. 

29 But they constrained him, saying. Abide with ub : for it 
is toward evening, and the day is far spent. And he went in 
to tarry with them. 

80 And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he 
took bread, and blessed f/, and brake, and gave to them. 

81 And their eyes were opened, aud they knew him ; and 
ho vanished out of their sight. 

EBrasexioxs vfov Luo xxiv.-— The striking narrative of the two 
disoiplos going to Emmaus famish an instniotive picture of i 
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to-day, and for ever. For a season, even the disciples of Christ had 
carnal views of tho great object of his mission. Let us rejoice ^at 
we are admitted to tho enjoyment of far greater light than ^oy 
enjoyed before the day of Pentecost. We know and believe that 
tho object of Christas mission was to accomplish a spiritual redemp- 
tion of countless myriads from sin, Satan, the world, death, ond 
hell ! 


PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, thou art the infinitely wise and gracious 
^ and Holy One who dwellest amid the praises of Israel. 
When we approach thy throne, and enter into converse with 
thyself, may we be ever impressed with a sense of thy spotless 
purity and boundless gmce. There is none holy as tnou, O 
Lord. Every word of thy mouth . is pm*e ; thy law is holy, 
just, and good ; and thou art Ixoly in all thy works. 

When wc behold thy holiness, and sec our own impurity, 
depravity, and corruption, may we he humbled in the dust. O 
' give us the humility and the self- abasement of filial and evan- 
g(ilical repentance, '^l^eacb us. Holy Spirit, to make confession 
I wdtli the heart unto God. Behold wc arc vile, and what shall 
we answer thcc ? We >vould lay our band upon our mouth ; 
and put our mouth in the dust. We acknowledge that, soon 
as we draw our infant breath, the seeds of death grow up 
within us. And, alas ! O Lord, while thy law demands perfect 
holiness, Sve arc defiled in every part. 

To the blood of Christ alone we look for pardon, even that 
blood which speaketh better things than the blood of Abel. 
O Jesus, the blood of Abel cried for vengeance to descend on 
Cain’s head ; but wc rejoice that tliy blood sends a supplicating 
voice to the tlirone of heaven, and calls for the blessings of 
pardon and salvation to descend on fallen, ruined man. 

At the close of another week wc present our tribute of 
gratitude aud praise for tho continuance of tho blessings of 
tiiy providence and grace. Holy SavioiXr, wash away the guilt 
we have contracted, by the merit of thine all-atoning blood. 
Continue thy goodness with us this night, and may we be 
permitted on the approaching .day to enter thy sacred sano- 
tua^, and profitably to engage in the sublime and animating 
ordinances of our lioly faith. 

Bless the portion of tho history of Christ to which we have 
now listened. May we be thereby instructed to love the fellow- 
ship of the saints, and to delight to converse with them con- 
cerning Christ in bis person. Bufferings, and triumph. The eyes 
of our understanding have been long holclen by the darkness of 
spiritual ignorance ; 0 may they be lioldeu no more 1 May 
we see Christ as the chief subject and as the chief glory (rf 
the Holy Scriptures ; and may wc rejoice that all which Moses 
and the prophets have said concerning him has been fulled, 
and that to the vert/ letter. May we see the necessity of 13bte 
sufferings of Christ, as a fulfilment of his suretyship-engage- 
ments to satisfy offended justice, and to 'accompliiA 
deliverance of lost men. Divine Saviour, inspire us with an 
ardent desire for thy fellowship. While we engage in thy 
holy ordinances, may our hearts' bum with love to 
We pray that we, and our children, and all our rdaiiveSj mity 
be fiUed with thy love. If we love thee, O may we IbvS /lbto 
more and more. If we have no love to thee ow €1^ psMy 
thy Holy Spirit teach us to love thee nmv, > 

All we ask is fbr Jesus our dear Bedeemer’s sake*; 




FOUBTEENTH WEEK.--SABBATH MOBNINa. 


S^^iikuiry CiXi/^ Onuek, SUenbor&ugh, 
1 TIEHOU) the love, the generous love 
" That holjr David shows; 

Hark, how his B6tmdlng bowels move 
To his afflioted foes ! 


A HOlit; FOEOmirO SPIRIT. 


S When they are sick his soul complains, 

And seems to feel the smart ; 

The spirit of the gospel reigns, 

And melts his pious heart. 
i How did his flowing tears condole, 

As for a brother dead ' 

And fasting mortified his soul, 

While for their life ho prayed. 

Wattb, Pi, ss^p, //. 

PSALM XXXV. 

David prayi for Deliverance from hie Enemies. 

P LEAD tny came, O Loud, with them that strive with me: 
fight against them that fight against me. 

2 T'akc hold of shield and buckler, and stand up for mine 
help. 

<1 Draw out also the spear, and stop ike way against them 
that persecute me : say unto my soul, I am thy salvation. 

4 Let them be confounded and put to shame that setik after 
my soul : let them be turned back and brought to confusion 
that devise my hurt. 

5 Let them be as chaflT before the wind : and let the anged 
of the Loud chase them, 

G Let their way bo dark and slippery ; and let the angel of 
,bc Lord persecute them. 

7 For without cause have they hid for me their net in a pit, 
which without cause they have digged for my soul. 

8 Let destruction come upon liim at unaivares ; and let his 
net that he hath hid catch himself: into that very destruction 
let him fall. 

9 And my soul shall be joyful in the Loud : it shall rejoice 
in his salvation. 

10 All my bones shall say, Loud, who is like unto th(?c, 
w'hicli dcliverest the poor from him that is too strong for him, 
yea, the poor and the needy from him that spoilclh him? 

11 False witnesses did rise up; they laid to my charge ihmgs 
that I knew not. 

12 They rewai’ded me evil for good to the spoiling of my soul. 
13 But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was 
sackcloth: I humbled my soul with fasting; and my prayer 
returned into mine owm bosom. 

14 I behaved myself as though he had been my friend or 
brother : I bo>ved down heavily, as one that mourneth for his 
mother. 

15 But in mine adversity they rejoiced, and gathered them- 
selves together : yea, the abjccts gather(?d themselves together 
against me, and I knew it not; they did tear me, and ceased not: 

16 With hypocritical mockers in feasts, tliey gnashed upon 
mo with their teeth. 

17 Lord, how long wilt thou look on ? rescue my soul from 
their destructions, my darling from the lions, 

18 I will give thee thanks in the great congregation : I will 
praise thee amcn^ much people. 

19 Let not them that are mine enemies wrongtullv rejoice 
oyer me : neither let them wink with the eye that hate me 
without a cause. 

20 For they roeak not peace: but they devise deceitful 
i&Rttera Bgamst them that are quiet in the land. 

jp»M5CTir<>irs tnwwr Ps^m Axxv.— how delightfril tho confidence 
which the beBeter Is enabled to place in his God and Saviour ! Great 
to his uritile^, is his advocate, his captain, his defence, ^ 

a) what wom% despair. Ml down upon their enemies 

like an otscifhelnu^ fleoA wh^ Jesus rises up to vindicate his 


people’s cause ! Gbd is the overflowing fountain of believers* joy, 
whue the doliverancos ho accomp^hes in their behalf fill their souls 
with admiration and love, and their mouths with songs of triumphant 
praise. How dreadfully severe were tho sufibrings of Christ ! My 
! soul, for thee he endured the envenomed arrows of the reproaches of 
I men. What a contrast !— Christ’s mercy and their cruelty ! Christ’s 
pity and their enmity ! his benevolence and their unthrinkfulncss ! 
Was there over sorrow like his sorrow ? Was there ever enmity like 
their enmity ? Was there ever kindness like his kindness? Was 
there ever ingratitude like their in^atitude ? How his murdorors 
were astonished, confounded, disappointed, tormented, when tho body 
they nailed to a cross rose triumphantly from the tomb ! It is vain 
for the wicked to imagine that their purposes shall succebd ; they 
may rejoice, but it will bo only for a short season ; and while their 
temporary triumph shall bo followed by the miseries of hell, the 
sorrows of the redeemed shall bo followed by the joys of immortality, 

PRAYER. 

“Y^ITH thankfulness and joy, O Lord our God, we come 
before tliy throne, on the morning of thy sacred day. 
Wc adore thee as tlic everlasting Jeliovah. Thy name, O Lord, 
cndurcith for ever; and thy memorial throughout all generations. 
Tho gods that have not made tho heavens and the earth, even 
they shall perish from tluj earth, and from under the heavens ; 
but thou, the true and living God, shalt endure for ever. 

! Wc thank thee for thy preserving earc during the past week 
j and the past night: and that thou hast lengthened out our time, 
and art lengthening out our privileges. 0 let not the continued 
! opportunities of repentance and salvation bo lost on any of tho 
members of this family. God forbid that our privileges sliould 
appear against us to our condemnation on that solemn day, 
Avhen assembled worlds shall appear before', thy great tribunal. 
AYc thank tlice; that tliou bast aM akenod our bodies from sleep. 
O awaken our souls from that sleep which is spiritual, even 
from the sleep of sin, indolence, and spiritual death. As thou 
hast caused the light of this day to shine upon our natural eye, 
mercifully cause the light of thy AVord and Spirit to shuie 
upon tlie eye of our understanding. As thou art adding new 
Sabbaths to our lives, add new graces to our soijs, that we 
may be wholly devoted to thy service and glory. 

Preserve us, O Lord, from the craft and malice and power of 
all our spiritual enemies. Let them be confounded and put to 
shame that seek after our soul. May we ever remember, tliat 
if wc are the genuiiK^ followers of (’hrist, wc are his soldiers. 
O give us skill and fortitude and strength to encounter and con- 
quer all our spiritual antagonists. Let them be as chafiT before 
the wind; and let the angel of the Lord chase them away. 

We adore thee, O Jesus, for all the sufferings thou didst 
endure for our salvation. For us thou didst endure the 
reproaches of false witnesses ; make us willing to endure suf- 
fering and reproach for thee. 

fill the hearts of our children and domestics with love to thy 
day, thy Bible, and thine ordinances. 

Prepare us, and our friends, and the congregation to which 
wc belong, for the services of this day. AY hen wc go into thy 
courts, may the Prince go with us ; and when we come out, 
may Jesus, the Prince of life, accompany us. 

- Give to all thy ministers, and, in particular, to thy sen'ant 
who shall break among us the bread of life, the tongue of the 
learned, that they may rightly divine the Word of truth, and 
speak a word in season to the w eary soul. When the Word 
falls upon the external ear, may the dew of the Spirit’s in- 
flucnces descend upon the hearts of multitudes. 

We pray for a benighted world. Lord, have mercy upon 
it; and soon may all the nations of the earth be visited by the 
heralds of salvation. O forget not Abraham’s race, and may 
they be brought into the fold of Christ. May the Spint be 
the gracious comforter of afflicted souls. Hear us, for our 
SaTiour’t sake. Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 


FOURTEENTH WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING; 

^ 


ai)D THK GRACIOUS FOUNTAIN OF EVERY BLESSING. 
O'arr'# ZaN«. Craven Chaj^, New York, Staughlon. v, m. 

1 ^HY justico shall maintain its throne, 

Though mountains melt away ; 

Thy judgments arc a world unknown, 

A deep unfathomed sea. 

2 Above the heavens* created rounds, 

*rhy mercies, Lord, extend ; 

Thy truth outlives the narrow hounds 
Where time and nature end. 
r 3 Safety to num thy goodness brings, 

Nor overlooks the beast ; ^ 

Beneath the shadow of tliy wings 
. Thy children rhooso to rest. Waitj, Pb. 3o. 


PSALM XXXV. 


David prays for the Confmion of his Entniics, 


"Y^EA, they 0 ])eiied their mouth wide against me, and said. 
Aha, aha, our eye hath seen it, 

22 This tliou hast seen, O Louu ; keep not silence : O Lord, 
be not far from me. 

123 Stir up thyself, and awake to my judgment, even iiiito 
my cause, my God and my Lord. 

21 Judge me, O Loud my God, according to thy righteous- 
ness ; and let them not rejoice ov(;r me. 

25 Let them not say in their hearts. All, so would we have 
it : let them not say, AV'e liave swallow(Ml liiin up. 

26 Let tliem bo a.shamed and hrouglit to confusion together 
that rejoice at mine hurt : let them be clothed with shame and 
dishonour that magnify themselves against me. 

27 Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my 
righteous cause: yea, let them say continually, Let the Lord be 
magnified, which hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servant. 

28 And my tongue shall speak of tliy righteousness, and of 
thy praise all the day long. 


PSALM xxxvr. 

The Iniquity of (hr. Wicked^ and (he Krcdlenry of God. 

f pHE tr^yisgrcvssion of the wicked saith witliin my heart, that 
there is no fear of God before his eyes. 

2 For he flattcrcth liimsclf in his own eyes, until liis iniquity 
ijo found to be hateful. 

3 The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit : he hatli 
left off to he wise, and to do good. 

4 He deviseth misehief ujion his bed; he scttctli himself in 
a way that is not good ; he abhorreth not evil. 

5 Tliy mci’cy, O Ijouu, is in the lieavens ; a7id thy faithfuJ- 
neas reache th unto the clouds. 

6 Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; thy judg- 
ments are a great dccf) : O Loro, thou preservest man and beast. 

7 How excellent i.s thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the 
children of men put their trust uud(;r the shadow of thy wings. 

8 They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy 
house ; and thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy 
pleasures. 

9 For with thee is the fountain of life ; in thy light shall 
we see light. 

10 O continue thy lovingkindness unto them that know 
tliee ; and thy righteousness to the upright in heart. 

11 Let not the foot of pride come against me, and let not 
the hand of the wicked remove me. 

12 There arc the workers of iniquity fallen: they are cast 
down, and shall not he able to rise. 


Beflbctiokh upon Psalu XXXV.— In. all ages ungodly men have 
blasphemed Christ and reproached hia pcjoplo ; hut thefe is an awful 
day approaching, when they shall appear us condemned criminals 
before the judgment-seat of an offended God. 0 what a day! when 
the righteous shall bo placed on the right-hand, and their malicious, 
peneeuting enemies on the left, of the eternal J udge ! The fonu^'t 
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shall shout the sweetest hallelujahs of joy, but the latter shall weep 
and lament in bitter accents of anguish and despair. How blessca 
even the present state of the saints ! they mutually rejoico in each 
other’s prosperity; God looks upon them with Divine delight, while 
they lift up their hearts in songs of praise to their Saviour and Lord. 

IIEFLECTIONS UPON PsALM XXXVI.— Sin stupifies, benumbs, and 
hardens the heart. Lamentable and sad the state of that mind from 
which the impressions of the being and attributes of God aro effaced. 
The saints exporienco unspoakablo delight in meditating on the per- 
fections of God manifested in Jesus. In every affliction may I flee 
under the wings of tho paternal watchfulness of my Saviour I "^at 
a boundless fountain of holiness, peace, and joy, is Jesus, tho fountain 
opened for sin and uncleanness ! And what a glorious Sun is Christ ! 
Soon may ho enlighten the nations of the earth. Tho knowledge of 
God and unfeigned piety are associated with the choicest blessings. 
Hiumlity is tho presage of eternal glory, but pride the forerunner of 
everlasting woo. 


PRAYER. 

Q LORD our God, we desire, witli humility, gratitude, and 
^ joy to approach thy mercy-seat, in the name of our Divine 
Tuterceffior. Thou hast allowed us to eujoy fellowship with 
thyself in the public ordiuauces of thine appointment, and now 
wc are permitted to enjoy this sacred and Divine communiou 
in the more private ordinances of thine ap])ointmeut. O teach 
us more highly to apprciciate and more diligently to improve 
tliese invaluable privileges and unmerited honours. 

'J’hy Sabbath, O Lord, most peculiaiiy proclaims thy mercy. 
Thy mercy is in the heavens, from whence showers of merev 
arc unceasingly descending upon the children of men. As a 
family, w'e are coiustantly refreshed with the showers of thy 
providential mercy : O may wc be refreshed with the showers 
of thy saving grace ! We acknowledge and adore thy faith- 
fulness, which reacheth imto the clouds. May our hearts be 
comforterj by the displays of thy faithfulness in the fulfilment 
of the conditions of the covenant of grace, in the fulfilment 
of the prophecies of thy Word, and in the fulfilment of the 
promises of thy truth. Thy righteousness is like tho great 
mountains : thy judgments are a gi-eat deep : O Lord, thou 
preservest man and beast. How excellent is thy loving-kiiid- 
ness, O God, which shines in the Person and righteousness of 
tliy dear Son. May our minds, and the minds of multitudes, 
be so impre.sscd with thy loving-kindness under a preached 
Gospel this day, that wc shall he induced for ever to put our 
trust under the shadow of thy wings. ]\fay the thousands who 
have attended the dispensation of the Gospel ho abundantly 
satisfied ^ w'ith ^ the fatness of thy house: and soon may tho 
blinded inliabitaiits of distant regions di’ink of the river of thy 
pleasures. If there are any in this our family-circle, or any 
among our beloved relatives and friends, who have not yet 
tasted and seen that God is good, and who arc foolishly apply- 
ing to broken cisterns for comfort, mercifully bring them to 
thyself, thou God of salvation, the true fountain of life. 

Persuade and enable all our dear children to taste and see 
that thou art good. May they ever love to frequent thy courts, 
where the river of saving pleasure flows. 

May we ever love thy house, and delight to fi^quent thy 
sanctuary, where tho gospel-table is covered with the bread of 
life, and where mercy flows like a refreshing stream. 

W e would earnestly supplicate thee our God, that the ser- 
vices of this Sabbath may be followed by abundant fruit. May 
thy promise. My word shall not return unto me void, eocounufe 
us and all thy believing people and faithful mini.t ers 
We thank thee for all the goodness thou hast made ip aut 
brfore thy ministers and people, and that thou hast op^ 
thme hand, and we have been filled with good. Ipto .to 
mer^ul arms we commend ourselves this night: and afl we 
ask IS for Jesus our great Redeemer’s sake. ' 

Our Father whidi art in heaven, &e, : 


I 

I 



FOURTEENTH WEEK.~MONDAY MORNING. 


PEAtSINQ nSStS. 

GmMt/ny. N^rthampt<m CkapO. Jevin Street, p. m. 

1 T)EAISE Saviour, all ye nations, 

* Praise him, all ye hosts above ; 

Shout, with joyfhl acclamations, 

His divine, victorious love : 

Be his kin^om now promoted, 
liOt the earth her monarch know ! 

Be my all to him devoted, 

To my Lord my all I owe. 

2 See, how beauteous on the mountains 
Are their feet, whose grand design 
Is to guide us to the fountains 
That overflow with bliss divine — 

Who proclaim the joyM tidings 

Of salvation all around — 

Disregard the world’s doridings, 

And in works of love abound. B. Foancis. 


EXODUS XXXIV. 

The Shtmng of the Face of Motet. 

A ND the Lord said unto Moses, Write thou these words : 

for after the tenor of these words I have made a covenant 
with thee and with Israel. 

28 And he was there with the Lord forty days and forty 
nights j he did neither eat bread, nor drink water. And he 
wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the ten com- 
mandments. 

29 And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount 
Sinai with the two tables of testimony in Moses’ hand, when 
he came down from the mount, that Moses wist not that the 
skin of his face shone while he talked with him. 

30 And when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw 
Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone ; and they were 
afraid to come nigh him. 

31 And Moses called unto them; and Aaron and all the 
rulers of the. congregation returned unto him : and Moses 
talked with them. 

32 And afterward all the children of Israel came nigh : and 
he gave them in commandment all that the Lojid had spoken 
with him in mount Sinai. 

33 And till Moses had done speaking with them, he put a 
vail on his face. 

34 But when Moses went in before the Lord to speak with 
him, he took the vail off, until he came out. And he came 
out, and spake unto the children of Israel that which he waa 
commanded. 

EXODUS XXXV. 

2%e VdwUary Oontributione to ttie Tabernacle. 

A ND all the congregation of the children of Israel departed 
from the presence of Moses. 

21 And they came, everjjr one whose heart stirred him up, 
and every one whom his spirit made willing, and they brought 
the Lord’s offering to the work of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, and for all his service, and for the holy garments. 

22 And they came, both men and women, as many as were 
willing hearted, and brought bracelets, aud earrings, and rings, 
and tablets, all jewels of gold: and every man that offered 
offered an offering of gold unto the Lord. 

28 And cv6ry man, with whom was found blue, and purple, 
and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats’ Acer, and red skins of 
rams, and badgers’ skins, brought them. 

24 Bveiy one that did offer an offering of silver and brass, 
luou^t this offering : and every man, with whom was 

finnm wood^ for any work of the service, brought rf. 

2$ And idl !flie women that were wise hearted did sjpin with 
thdr hsnd% olid that which they had spun, both of 

of roartot, and of fine linmi. 


29 The children of Israel brought a willing offering unto 
the Lord, every man and woman, whose heart m^ them 
willing to bring for all manner of work, which the Lord had 
commanded to be made by the hand of Moses. 

Rkflecttonb uroR Exodus xxxiv., xxxv. — Wlio can describo tbo 
blessedness of those who are in covenant with God ! They are secure 
in the enjoyment of God’s favour on eartli, and shall for ever enjoy 
his fellowship in heaven. May my soul ever aspire after intercourse 
with God. As the face of Moses shone when ho came from the 
presence of the Lord, may our life and conversation shino with the 
beauties of holiness, and show that wo have been with Jesus. They 
W'ho ardently loVe Jesus, freely consecrate their substanco to promote 
the interests of his kingdom. Christian liberality is the offspring of 
grace. It is an emanation from the Doily, ^yho giveth to all liberally, 
and who looks upon the liberal giver with complacency and smiles. 
It is a blessed mark of a prosperous church, when its members freely 
dedicate their substance to advance the prosperity of Zipn. May 
this holy liberality inspire our hearts, and may wo consider that 
all we are and have are the property of Jesus. 

' PRAYER. 

TT OLY and divine Spirit, may we not only be enabled by 
tby grace to approach the throne of mevey with confi- 
dence, as children approaching a father, but witli reverence; 
as creatures drawing near to the great (heator. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in tlie eternity of thy being. Thy 
years are throughout all generations. Of old liast thou laid 
the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the w'ork of 
thine hand ; they shall perish, but thou slialt endure ; yea, all 
of them shall wax old as doth a garment; as a vesture shalt 
thou fold them up, and they shall be changed : hut thou art 
the same, and thy years shall have no end. 

Wc present our thanks for thtj nu'nnt^s, comforts, and privi- 
leges enjoyed on the past Sabbath; and for what our eyes have 
seen and our hands have handled of the Word of life. By thy 
Word preached, and the ordinances of religion dispensed, may 
we be prepared for the duties and the difficulties of the week. 

Gracious Fatlicr, wc pray that, as thou didst make a cove- 
nant with ancient Israel, tliou w ouldst take us as a family into 
covenant with thyself. As thou hast, by au act of infinite 
condescension, declared thyself willing to be the Lord our 
God, may wc, by an act of affectionate and believing devoted- 
ness, surrender ourselves, soul and body, to be thine, wholly 
and for ever. 

O make thy covenant with our beloved offspring and servanta. 
We desire^ in the exe^'cisc of faiths to couiniit them to the 
ciful arms of our God. 

Wc praise thee, O Lord, for thy condescending goodness, 
in admitting Moses to such endearing and familiar intercourse 
with thyself. As his face shone wlien he came down from 
the mount, where he beheld thy glory, may wc enjoy thy 
fellowship, and derive such benefit from intercourse with thee 
our Saviour, that our lives may shine with the lustre of humi- 
lity, holiness, and heavenly grace. 

May the example of the ancient Israelites, in giving so 
liberally of their substanco for erecting the Tabernacle, put 
us to shame when we think of our backwardness to promote 
the interests of thy kingdom on earth. The gold and the 
silver arc thine ; and a liberal licart to bestow is also tliy gift. 
When thou in thy great mercy givest us the power to bestow, 
O do thou also confer upon us the desire to commumcate. 
In the circle in which we move, aud in the congregation to 
which we belong, may we be alive to every call of beuevo 
lence, but, above all, be ever ready with our substance, our 


GhoBt, be ascribed glory aad praise, finr ever sod ever. Amen. 

B B 


FOURTEENTH WEEK.— MONDAY EVENINO. 


mvi KBSTTBRICCTION OF J1CSU8. 

CharUy, Naikworth, AlUShrtei. i- H* 

t T^HEN I the holy grave survey, 

Where once my Saviour deigned to lie ; 

I see fulfilled what prophets say, 

And all the power of death defy. 

2 This empty tomb shall now proclaim 
How weak tlie bands of conquered death : 

Sweet pledge, that all who trust his name 
Shall rise, and draw immortal breath ! 

3 Our Surety, freed, declares us free, 

For whoso offences he was sehied : 

In his release our own we see, 

And shout to view Jehovah pleased. 

Walun. 

LUKE XXIV. 

CkritVa Aaceimon, 

A nd they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jeru- 
salem, and found the eleven gathered together, and them 
that were with them, 

34 Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to 
Simon. 

35 And they told what things were done in the way, and 
how he was known of them in breaking of bread. 

36 And as they thus spalce, Jesus himself stood in the 
midst of them, and saith unto them. Peace be unto you. 

37 But they Avere terrified and affrighted, and supposed 
that they had seen a spirit. 

38 And he said unto them, Wliy are ye troubled ? and why 
do thoughts arise in your hearts ? 

39 Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: 
handle me and see ; for a spirit hath not flesh and bonces, as 
ye see me have. 

40 And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them hie 
hands and Iiis feet. 

41 And Avhile they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, 
he said unto them. Have ye here any meat ? 

42 And they gave liim a piece of a broiled fish, and of an 
honeycomb. 

43 And he took it, and did eat before them. 

44 And he said unto them, Tliese m^e the words which I 
spake unto you, w^hila I was yet with you, that all things 
must be fulfilled winch were written in the law of Moses, and 
in tlie prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. 

45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might 
understand the scriptures, 

46 And said unto them. Thus it is written, and thus it be- 
hoved Clirist to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: 

47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preaehed in his name among all nations, beginning at Jeru- 
salem. 

48 And ye are witnesses of these things. 

49 And, behold, 1 send the promise of my Father upon 
you : but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem until ye be endued 
with power from on high. 

50 And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted 
up his hands, aud blessed them. 

61 And it came to pass, while he Uessed them, he was 
parted from them> and carried up into heaven. 

52 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy ; 

63 And were continually in the temple, praising and bless- 
ing jGfod. Amen. 

BjgrxmnoKs ufok Lthce xxit.— T he eleven disciples illustrated the 
tmth of ihatiitqihed sayi^ ''They that feared the Lord spake often 

m 


one to another, and the Ziord hearkened and heard.** Xnjbensdy 
interesting were their mutual reflections, while they oimveiwsd 
together after the resurrection of Chmt, and heard the tidings that 
he was raised from the dead. So acceptable was the infoinmtion 
to their Wondering hearts, that they could scarcely believe in the 
reality of the event. They longed, they pra^ to see the living 
Saviour, if he had actually burst the ba^ of death. *What they 
asked they received, what they sought th^ found, what they wished 
they realised and enjoyed. They found him whom their souls levcd; 
they heard the flowing, gentle accents of his loving voice ,* they saw 
his hands and feet, stUl retaining the marks of the cruel naib which 
fixed him to tho accursed tree; they saw his bosom, and the traces 
of that wound inflicted by the ornel spear j they saw, they believed, 
they loved, and adored. 


PEAYER. 

O UR Father who art in heaven, we desire, after the secular 
duties and engagements of the day, to retire from the 
world and its pursuits, its allurements and temptations, its 
smiles and its frowns, that we may hold converse with thyself. 

Divine Redeemer, we acknowledge thee in aU thy glorious 
and uncreated excellences. It is the will of God that all men 
should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. Holy 
Spirit, enable us to act in conformity to the will of God. O 
Jesus, thou art the brightness of tho Father*s glory, and the 
express image of the Father’s Person. We would join the 
angels round about the throne, and the holy elders, saying 
with a loud voice. Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, md 
honour, and glory, and blessing. 

We supplicate the blessing of our God on what we have 
now read respecting the resurrection of our Lord, his inter- 
view with his disciples, the commission which he delivered to 
them, the promise with which he encouraged them, and his 
ascension to heaven while in the act of pouring blessings on 
their head. What are we^ that wo should be permitted to 
read truths and facts so animating and sacred 1 . May they be 
instrumental in weaning our hearts from the world, m raisbag 
our minds to heaven, and in placing our affections with in- 
creasing and with superlative admiration on our ascended and 
triumphant Redeemer. 

Teach us ever to meditate with holy satisfaction and joy on 
the resurrection of C/hrist. Give us that lively faith by wnioh 
we shall clearly see that the resun*e'ction of Christ is the 
blessed proof of the divinity of his mission, and of the satis- 
faction which was given to offended justice by his sufferings 
and death. 0 give us that lively faith by whicn we shall view 
the resurrection of Jesus as the first-frqlts of them who sleep, 
and as the joyful proof that all his people shall awake from 
the tomb amia the songs of angels, on the morning of the last 
day. As a family, may all of us, old and young, receive Chi^t 
as our Saviour and Lord ; then, in tho prospect of death, the 
gmve, and the exalted glories of the resurrection, we shall 
triumphantly, O death, whd!re is thy sting? O grave, whM 
is thv victory? When the remrreciion-ck[,y arrivee, OiMy 
our dear children appear at the righUband qf God amid a^thih 
bled saints / 0 teach us, by faith, to sing in holy triniiq^ f 
Thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through jesns 
Christ our Lord. O Jesus, as thou didst blest the 
immediately before thine ascension to heaven, bless tti HOW 
thou art tn heaven. Thou hast ascended W On hjgh, and imt 
received gifts for ever. Give us of the giro of &y sidvil|Ka| 
then we shall have a treasure eternal as thy thiauo. 

With filial confidence we commend ourselTes and 
to thy care this night, and all the time of our 
grimage. Hear our prayers, snd forgive our sins, 
sake. And to the Father, Son, and Gboft 
unceasmg praises^ Amen. : j:' 
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FOtJETEENTH WBBK.— TUESDAY MORNING. 


MI) EBdOKOiXiVB. 

, WamiA* QmiXU* JDmi. a m. 

1 ritXICB, let nn lift our jeyM eyes 
^ Up to the courts above, 

And SDodle to see our Father there ^ 

Upon a throne of love. 

3 Once ’twas a seat of dreadful wrath, 

And shot devouring flaiOe ; 

Our God appeared consuming fire, 

And Yengeanoe was his name. 

3 llioh were the drops of Jesus’ blood. 

That calmed his frowning face. 

That sprinkled o’er the burning throne, 

And turned the wrath to grace. 

Watm,108,J5. //. 


EXODUS XXXVII. 

Tfii Arhf Tabu of Bktvhhreadt and Golden CandUtHck* 

A ND Beaaleel made the ark of shittim wood : two cubits 
and a half was the length of it, and a cubit and a half 
the breadth of it, and a cubit and a half the height of it : 

2 And he overlaid it with pure gold within and without, 
and made a crown of gold to it round about. 

8 And he cast for it four rings of gold, to be set by the four 
comers of it ) even two rings upon the one side of it, and two 
rings u^n the other side of it. 

4i And he made staves of shittim wood, and overlaid them 
with gold. 

6 And he put the staves into the rings by the sides of the 
ark, to bear the ark. 

6 And he made the mercy seat of pure gold : two cubits 
and a half tvas the length thereof, and one cubit and a half 
the breadth thereof. 

7 And he made two chembims of gold, beaten out of one 
piece made he them, on the two en^ of the mercy seat ; 

8 One cherub on the end on this side, and another cherub 
on the other end on that side : out of the mercy seat made he 
the cherubims on the two ends thereof. 

9 And the cherubims spread out their wings on high, and 
covered with their wings over the mercy seat, with their faces 
one to another ; eoen to the mercy seatward were the faces of 
the cherubims. 

10 And he made the table <?/ shittim wood : two cubits was 
the length thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof, and a cubit 
and a half the height thereof : 

11 And he overlaid it with pure gold, and made thereunto 
a crown of gold round about. 

12 Also he made thereimto a border of an hand breadth 
round about ; and made a crown of gold for the border thereof 
round about. 

17 And he made the candlestick of pure gold : of beaten 
work made he the candlestick; his shaft, and his branch, his 
bowls, his knops, and his flowers, were of the same : 

25 And he made the incense altar of shittim wood : the 
length of it was a cubit, and the breadth of it a cubit ; it was 
four-square ; and two cubits was the height of it ; the horns 
thereof were of the same. 

26 And he overlaid it with pure gold, both the top of it, 
and the sides ther^ round about, and the horns of it : also 
he tnade unto it e crown of gold round about. 

27 And he mi^e two rings of gold for it under the crown 

thetrebf, hf the two opomers of it, upon toe two sides thereof, 
to tibib stoves to bear it withal. 

Atol toe staves shittim wood, and overlaid 


tooiiiting dil, and the pure incense 
of yroSc of the apothecazy. 


EBjL^oirs TJPOW Exodttb xxxvn.— May we not look upon the 
ark of the covenant as a most interesting arid instructive tyne of 
Christ, the incarnate God, our Saviour? The wood of whiohtae 
wk consisted may represent his humariity; and the gold with which 
it was overspread within and without as figurative of the glories of 
his Divinity. The ark was formed to accompany Israel Mdierever 
they went, and was an emblem of the real presence of their God. 
Jesus, as the God of salvation, is ever present with thorn in riU their 
wanderings in the wildemoss of this world, and in all their journoy- 
ings to the heavenly Canaan. Ho is their guide, their light, their 
glory, and defence. 

PRAYER. 

/^OD the Father, Son, and Spirit, we adore the6 in thy 
^ might and in thjr mercy. Wc know, O Lord, thou const 
do everything, and with thee all things are possible. Thou 
hast a mighty arm ; strong is thine arm, and high is thy right 
hand ; and there is nothing too hard for thee. 

We thank our God and Father that wc have been mercifully 
preserved during the last night, and that wc have awoke this 
morning in the enjoyment of bodily health and mental tran- 
qmllity ; and that we arc now admitted to one of the greatest 
spiritual privileges on earth, namely, that of approaehing the 
throne of grace. What are we, O Lord, that thine eye should 
have watched over us, and thine hand should have defended us ? 

May we enter on this day under the sacred influence and 
wise counsel of thy Holy Spirit. Make us thine obedient 
children. May wc never obey thee as slaves ; may we always 
obey thee as sons. Wc bless thee that thou hast said respect- 
ing obedience — O may our hearts feci it ! — Beliold, to obey 
is better than sacrifice, and to hearken to the voice of God 
than the fat of rams. This one thing didst thou command 
ancient Israel above all others : Obey my voice, and w^alk ye 
in all the ways that I have commanded you. Give us grace to 
do as thou hast commanded. 

Bless to us what w^e have now i*ead of the ark of the 
covenant, of the golden candlestick, and of the golden altar of 
incense. In them, O Lord, may we sec the figurative and 
lively emblems of the spiritual blessings enjoyed by thy Church 
in New Testament days. Blessed Immanuel, we acknowledge 
thee as the true ark of the covenant. In thy spotless humanity 
dwells thy glorious Dhinity. May it be our blessedness to 
admire thee in all the mysteries of tliy person as God and 
man. By faith may w^e see the glory and the necessity of tlie 
union of thy two natures. May we see the necessity of thy 
humanity, that thou mightst obey, suftbr, and die. 

We come to thee as the light of the church, represented by 
the golden candlestick in the ancient Taheniacle and Temple. 
Illuminate the churches more and more. Dispel the clouds 
of ignorance, error, bigotry, and superstition which prevail so 
extensively throughout the Christian world. 

Eternal praises to our-God, that wc have heard of a more 
glorious mercy-seat than the mercy-seat of gold which covered 
the ark of the covenant. Wc thank our God for the throne 
of grace, the true mercy-seat. Wc rejoice there is no an^l 
with his flaming sword to prevent even the most imworthy 
and vile from drawing near to this true merey-seat. 

Lord, teach our dear children to aj)proach the throne of gt*ace 
with humility, confidence, and love. Never while they live may 
theyf&rsake the throne of grace on earth ; then wilt thou at 
last take them to the throne of glory in heaven. 

We would rqoice, O Jesus, in the incense of thine atone- 
ment. As our Intercessor, graciously present our persons and 
services before thy Fatheris throne with the incense of thy 
righteousness: then shall our prayers be answered and our- 
sins forgiven. All we ask is for our Saviour’s sake. And to too 
Wune Jehovah be ascribed glory and honour, for ever and 
ev^. Amotn. 

a a 2 ^ 


FOURTEENTH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


JB8U8 ADORED. 

Udodiy. MwyUbiyiie. CharmotUh* Irii 

1 ^HEE wo adore, Eternal Word, 

A The Father^s equal Son ; 

By heaven’s obedient hosts adored. 
Ere time its course begun. 

2 The first creation has displayed 

Thine energy divine ; 

For not a single thing was made 
By other hands than thine. 

a But, ransomed sinnci's, with delight 
Sublimor facts survey, — 

The all-creating Word unites 
Himself to dust and clay. 

4 See the Jlodoomer clothed in flesh, 
And ask the reason, 'WTiy ? 

The answer Alls my soul afresh. 

To sull'cr, bleed, and die ! 

6 Creation’s Author now assumes 
A creature’s humble form ! 

A man of grief and woo becomes. 
And trod on like a wonn. 


JOHN I. 

ChrUCn Divinity. 

I N the begiuuiiig was the Word, and the Word waa with 
God, and the Word wius God. 

2 The same was in the hegiimiug wdtli God. 

3 All things were made by him ; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. 

4 In him was life ; and the life was the light of men. 

5 And the light shincth in darkness; and the darkness 
comprehended it not. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7 The same came for a witness, to hear witness of the Light, 
that all men tlirough him might believe. 

8 Ho was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of 
that Light. 

9 That w as the true Liglit, w hich lighteth every man that 
oometh into the world, 

10 lie was in the world, and the w^orld was made by liim, 
and the world knew him not. 

11 He came unto his own, and his owm received him not. 
12 But as many as received him, to tlicm gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his 
name: 

13 Which were horn, not of blood, nor of the will of tlic 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among ns, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

15 John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, Tliis w^as 
he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred 
before me : for be was before me. 

i6 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for 
grace. 

17 For tlic law was given by Moses, but grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ. 

18 No man hath seen God at any time ; the only begotten 
Son, whicli is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared 
him, 

BfiniEOTioKS upox JoHK I. — JooN, tlio penman of this Gospel, and 
of the three epistles which bear liis name, was originally a flahormon. 
From this humble profession lie was called to be one of Christ’s 
disciples, and ho became his peculiar favourite, who leaned upon hia 
bosom. Long after the death of the other apostles, when the church 
was .first plagued with the denial of our Saviour’s divinity, John 


particularly aims to domoxistrate that fundamental doctrine of the 
Christian faith, and to manifest the inexcusable guilt of the Jews ia 
rejecting him. How wonderM is Jesus ! He is the Divine Word, 
in whom are laid up all the treasures of wrisdom and Imowl^ge. He 
is the incamato Jehovah, possessing all the uncreated attributes of 
the Godhead. “ How great liis power is ! None can tell !’^ For by 
his power he called into being the fair, the boundless universe. By 
his power he formed men to glorify his name on earth and he 
formed angels to sing his praises in heaven. Have we received him 
as the great God, our Saviour ? Are we daily Rawing suppli^ from 
his fulness ? And do we unite writh angels in our expressions of 
adoration and praise ? 

PRAYER. 

T)^E acknowledge and adore thee, O Lord, in all the mys- 
teries and incomprehensible glories of thy being and 
perfections. Exalted Saviour, thou art Immanuel, God with 
us, possessing the same Divine essence with the Father and 
the ever-blessed Spirit. Tliou art 'from everlasting, existing 
before all worlds, and in thy Divine personality didst lie in 
the bosom of the Father before the morning-stars sung 
together — before the angelic sons of God shouted for joy. 
We acknowledge, O Jesus, that thou art the Creator of lul 
things. Thou didst create the ocean and the dry land ; thou 
didst replenish the earth with inhabitants, and adorn its surface 
^vith grass for cattle, and herbs for the use of man. The 
Iieavens also are the work of thine hands, and thou didst fix 
in the firmament of the sky those innumerable orbs of light 
— the sun that rules the day, and the moon and stars which 
rule the night. Wo rejoice that thou dost still exercise 
thy creating j)ower, in forming a new nature in the souls of 
the children of men, O make each of us new a^eatures. As 
we are the creatures of thy hand, make us the objects of thy 
grace, picssed Saviour, we surrender ourselves to thy power, 
and commit ourselves to thy mercy. May we know experi- 
mentally that thou art a Saviour whose power is almighty and 
whose grace is boundless. Thou art the Lord of life, and thou 
art the source of life. It is from thee, as our Creator, we 
have derived natural and rational life ; O may uc receive from 
thee, as a Saviour, life spiritual and eternal, lliou art the light 
of the world — the author of that natural light which shines 
in the visible heavens, and tlic fountain of that intellectual 
light which shines in the mind of man. Mercifully cause 
the light of thy grace to shine in our Kcarts. May the eyes 
of our undemtanding bo enlightened, and may our night of 
ignorance be changed into a day of saving knowledge, love, 
and joy. 

O have mercy on a benighted world. Sun of righteousness, 
Sun of uncreated glory, graciously shine with the rays of 
Gospel-light, with the bright beams of thy saving mercy, on 
those enslaved and miserable nations which still remain in the 
dreary region and shadow of death. 

Have mercy on our dear children^ the objects of our anxioui 
care. Give them grace to receive thee, O Jesus; then shall 
they become the children of God, May we soon see sotne token 
that they are bom again, 

Wc rejoice, 0 Divine Saviour, in thy fulness. It hath 
pleased the Father, that in thee, as Mediator, should all 
fulness dwell. May we, and our beloved connections, luad 
the congregation with which we are assodated in church* 
fellowship, the aged, and, in particular, the sobs and daughtdi 
of aflaiction, know savingly thy mediatorial fulness of grtiOO j 
and out of this thy fULuess may we all receive, and graoa 
for grace. We thank God for the continued 
another day; we supplicate our Father^s care this nigh^ 'mi' 
implore the pardon of all our sins, for Jesus’ 
to the Father, Son, and Spirit Be ascribed deiHUrved 
Amesu ^ 


TOtJKTEBNTH WBDN»SDA1 MOENING. 


JBftim THB ANtl-TTlPE HAS COMB. 

MUbmty Plain, OkadwdL Annul. Mtitiak, c m. 

1 npHE true Messiah now appeaw^ 

. A The types are all withdrawn ; 

So fly the shadows and the stars 
Before the rising dawn. 

2 Ufo smcAing sweets, nor bleeding lambs, 

Nor kid nor bnllook slain, 

Incense and spice of costly names 
Would all be burnt in vain. 

3 Aaron must lay his robes away. 

His mitro and his vest. 

When God himself comes down to be 
The offering and the priest. Watts, 12, A //. 

EXODUS XXXIX. 

The Ephod and Breastplate, 

A nd of the blue, and purple, and scarlet, they made cloths 
of service, to do service in the holy place , and made the 
holy garments for Aaron ; as the Lord commanded Moses. 

2 And he made the ephod of gold, blue, and pui'plc, and 
scarlet and fine twined linen. 

3 And they did beat the gold into thin plates, and cut tl 
into wires, to work it inlhc blue, and in the purple, and in the 
scarlet, and in the fine linen, wit/i cunning work. 

4 They made shoulder pieces for it, to couple it together : 
by the two edges was it coupled together. 

5 And the curious girdle of his ephod, that was upon it, 
was of the same, according to the work thereof ; of gold, blue, 
and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen ; as the Loud 
commanded Moses. 

I G And they wrought onyx stones inclosed in ouches of gold, 

I graven, as signets are graven, with the names of the children 
of Israel. 

7 And he put them on the shoulders of the ephod, that they 
should be stones for a memorial to the children of Israel ; as 
llie Lord commanded Moses. 

8 And he made the breastplate of cunning work, like the 
work of the ephod ; o/gold, blue, and purple, and scarlet, and 
tine twined linen. 

9 It was foursquare ; they made the breastplate double : a 
span was the length thereof, and a span the breadth thereof, 
being doubled. 

10 And they set in it four rows of stones ; the first row vms 
a sardius, a topaz, and a carbuncle : this was the first row. 

11 And the second row, an emerald, a sapphire, and a 
diamond. 

12 And the third row, a ligure, an agate, and an amethyst. 
13 And the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper : they 
were inclosed in ouches of gold in their iiiclosings. 

14 And the stones wei*e according to the names of the 
children of Israel, twelve, according to their names, like the 
engravings of a signet, every one with his name according to 
the twelve tribes. 

15 And they made upon the breastplate chains at the ends, 
of wreathen work of pure gold. 

16 And they made two ouches o/gold, and two gold rings; 
and put the two rings in the two ends of the breastplate. 

17 And they put the two wreathen chains of gold in the 
two rings on the ends of the breastplate. 

18 And the two ends of the two wreathen chains they 
fastened iu the two ouches, and put them on the shoulder 
pieces of the ^hod, before it. 

' 19 And they mado two rings of gold, and put them on the 

tore ends of the breastplate, upon the border of it, which was 
on the s^ qi the epluxl inward. 

20 JhsA thpj xoAM two other golden rings, and put them on 
the tWo of the ephod undemoath, toward the forepart of 


it, ever against the other coupling thereof, above the curious 
gmdle of the ephod. 

21 And they did bind the breastplate by his rings unto the 
rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, that it might he above 
the curious girdle of the ephod, and that the breastplate 
might not be loosed from the ephod ; as the Lord commanded 
Moses. 


Reflections xtton Exodtjs xxxix, — Blessed are they who aro the 
servants of tho Hving God. Their employment is the most lionour- 
able. They are engaged in tho service of him. who sways tho sceptre 
of universal dominion, and who shall raise his servants to immortal 
blesscdnoss in heaven. Lot believers ever rei^ombor that tlicy are 
the priests of Zion*s King, and appointed to present spiritual sacri- 
fices acceptable to God. How beautiful are tho garments in which 
tlioy are arrayed ! — tho garments of grace, more beautiful than the 
finest purple, and more costly tluin the jewels which spai’kle in the 
diadems of kings. Blessed Saviour, may wo ever enjoy tho benefit 
of tby intercession, and by faith see that our humble names ai*o 
engraven on thy glorious breastplate. 

- PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, thou art tho Lord of hosts, who created 
the heavens and formed the earth ; thou art the Lord 
Jehovali, in whom is everlasting strength ; and thou art not 
only able but willing to do exceeding abujidautly above all 
that we can ask or tliink. 

O Lord, thy loving-kindness is endless. During another 
night we liavc experienced thy care, and to another day thou 
hast spared our lives. We have found thy gifts are new every 
morning, and, like the early dew, thy mercies have continually 
descended upon us. 

Give us a rich supply of grace for the duties, temptations, 
difficulties, and trials of the day. lake the sun, which regularly 
visits the earth with the inlluencc of his genial warmth and 
animating light, may we regularly fulfil the appointed duties 
of every day. May wc not languish in thy service, but, with 
om* minds ready and our Mills . active, may w^e march on our 
heavenly way. Accomplish in our experience that promise, 
They shall mount up with w ings as eagles ; they shall run and 
not be weary, tlicy shall nalk and not faint. 

Gracious and Divine Spirit, in all our approaches to the 
tlu’oue of grace, may we be increasingly impressed with the 
! necessity of thine influence from above. As a family, do thou 
visit us, and never depart. May we be prevented from grieving 
thee, and from resisting thy gracious power. 

O Lord, we confess our sinfulness, uuworthiness, and guilt. 
Though thou hast loved us freely with an everlasting love, and 
1 though thou hast allured us to thyself by innumerable mercies, , 
et, alas, m c hare rewarded thee evil for good, and hatred for 
indness. 

Where can m c look for deliverance from the powder of sin 
but to thyself, m horn wx have offended ? And where can we 
look for the pardon of sin but to thyself, who alone hast poM’cr 
to forgive sin ? May wc be arrayed in garments of grace and 
holiness, more lovely and glorious than the ephod and the 
breastplate which Aaron wore. May our souls be purified 
through the Spirit in obeying the truth. Mercifully grant, 
that by the merit of thy righteousness the pollution and the 
guilt of our sins may be for ever removed. 

Give to our beloved children, and to all the rising race, a 
breastplate of righteousness, with which the breastplate of the | 
ancient high-priest could never be compared, O give them the • 
righteousness of Christ imputed, and, the righteousness of grace 
implanted. 

May our prayers be answered, for the sake of our advocate, 
Jesus Christ, to whom, with the Father and Holy Ghost, bo 
ascribed eternal, praises. Amon. 



POUBTEENTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


VHX VB1OOI.&MATION OF JOHN THE BAFTIBT. 

Btihd New, lerael, Irish, London, 0. M. 

1 TOHN was the prophet of the Lord 
V To go before his face, 

The herald which our Saviour God 
Sent to peparo his ways. 

2 ‘Behold the Lamb of God/ he cries, 

‘ That takes our guilt away : 

I saw the Spirit o*er his head, 

On his baptizing day. 

3 ‘ Be every vale exalted liigh, 

Sink every mountain low ; 

The proud must stoop, and humble souls 
Shall his salvation know.' 

nnnnnnr WATTI^ 50, L, I. 

JOHN L 

John the Baptist's Testimony respecting Cfiinst, 

A nd this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests 
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? 
20 And he confessed, and denied not ; but confessed, I am 
not the Christ. 

21 And they asked him. What then ? Art thou Elias ? And 
he saith, I am not. Art tliou that prophet ? And he answered. 
No. 

22 Then said they unto him. Who art thou? that we may 
give an answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of 
thyself? 

23 He said, I am the voice of one ciying in the w^ildemess. 
Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. 
24 And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. 

25 And tlicy asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest 
thou then, if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that 
prophet? 

26 John answered them, saying, I baptize with water : but 
there standeth one among you, whom ye know not ; 

27 He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, 
whose shoe's latehet I am not worthy to unloose. 

28 These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, 
where John was baptizing. 

29 The next day John secth Jesus eoming unto him, imd 
saith. Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world. 

30 This is lie of whom I said, After me cometh a mau 
which is preferred before me : for he was before me. 

81 And I knew him not; but that he should be made 
manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing w ith water. 

82 And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descend- 
ing from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. 

83 And 1 knew him not ; but he that sent me to baptize 
with water, the same said unto me. Upon whom , thou shalt 
see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is 
he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 

84 And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. 


Akxotations Tjpojr Johk i. — John the Baptist occupies a most 
important place in the history of the Church of God. His single 
life forms a distinct dispensation. He filled an office never filled by 
any of the servants of the living God. Neither before his day, nor 
ofto it, has any risen in the jOhurch of Christ to discharge simil^ 
duties. Ho was the roiucBiTNKEB of the Messiah, occupying a place 
more honourable than that of Moses or any of the worthies of the 
Old Testament days. He was foretold by Isaiah : *and thus the 
prophet Mahu^ wrote of him, at the distance of four hundred years : 
“ Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shi il l prepare the way 
before me; and thOsLora whom yo seek shall suddenly come to his 
templet even the mess^ger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: 
btth^d he shall come, sai& the Lord of hosts.” This great 
190 . ' 


bom a few mon^ before our Lord, was neaily related to him after 
the fle^, and was beheaded in .prison by the eoramand of or^ 
Herod. 

Heflxctions upoir Jomrx.*— The greatness of John the Baptist's 
grace appeared in the greatness of his humility, and in his grim that 
others considered him to be what he was not, and that th<^ thought 
of him more highly than they should have thought. Tpio grace 
teaches its possessor to wish to occupy the shade, that Christ’s gloiy 
might shine forth ; to have his name buried in oblivion, that Chrmt s 
fame might bo spread abroad ; and to be even nothing, that Christ 
might bo AM. IN ALL. Have we beheld Jesus with tho cinlightened 
eye of faith and love ? Do we believe in him as tho Lamb of his 
Father's choice, the Lamb of his Father's superlative love, and the 
Lamb of his Father’s acceptance ? And do we believe that he is the 
Lamb who has made atonement for us ? 

j 

- PEAYEE. 

O LOED, the essential Jehovah, the Father of our spirita, 
and the inexhaustible fountain of all goodness, we approach 
thy gracious and blessed tlironc in the name of Christ. We 
praise thee for the displays of thy goodness and truth which 
thou hast given in the advent, the life, the sufferings, and tho 
death of thine only, thy well-beloved Son. Thy truth, O Lord, 
endureth for ever. Thou art faithful who hast promised. All 
thy jiromises arc yea and amen in Christ ; and not one word 
has failed of all tfiy good promises which thou hast promised 
by the hands of thy servants tho prophets. 

During another day thou hast continued with us our tem- 
poral comforts and our spiritual privileges. Deliver ns jfrom 
the sin of being tmmindful of thy blessings or ungrateful foi 
thy mercies. May thy temper^ mercies produce spiritual 
benefits, and be instrumental in binding us more closely to our 
God and Saviour, in holy affection and believing confidence. 

Now we are about to lie down on our beds, may thy peace be 
our pillow, and, whether we awake in time or ctemitv, we shall 
be ever with thee, and awake amid thy gracious smiles. May 
we never lie down to sleep without remembering the sleep 6f 
death and the bed of the grave. May such serious reflections 
be mingled mth holy joy ; and with the apostle may we sing, 
For me to live is Clmst, and to die is gain. 

Holy Spirit, bless to us the ordinance and privilege of 
reading the Scriptures. May it be our greatest delight to 
dig in the mines of eternal truth, th^e to find the shining 
and imperishable jewels of wisdom and grace. 

May all of us be baptized with the baptism of the Spirit. 
Convince us that to be baptized with water will.av^ us 
nothing, unless we are baptized of tho Holy Ghost. May we 
be baptized by the Holy Spirit as with fire. 

Take our dear children and domestics, and bless them with 
the washing of regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Ohosi 
shed on them abundantly. 

As a family, may the Holy Spirit, who descended on Jesus 
at his baptism, descend on us. We invite thee, heavenly Dove ; 
O come with all thy quickening powers and rest upon us. 
Shed abroad in our hearts a pleasing sense of a Saviours love 
to us ; then a flame of love to our Lord will bo enkindled in 
our bosoms, which shall bum and shine for ever and ever. 

' Merciful Saviour, thou art the Lamb of God. For us tium- 
didst shed thy precious blood; for us thou didst lay down 
thy precious life. O teach us to behold tbee with the ^6 
of faith and with the eye , of love. May all our rebriahrea 
behold and know thee; may they behold and loyp tliSe. 
Teach the sons and daughters of id^tion to behold IheS in 
their sufferings, as a compassionate Saviour. O all fihe 
inhabitants of the earth may soon behold thee lui the 
that was slain that the sins of the world might be Wljt0* 
Grant this our earnest {irSyer. All we ssk is 
our Surety and Saviour. Amen. ^ ^ 


lOUETEBNTH 'WEEK.— THUESDAY MOENINO. 


pmn irurxt and wisbxs. 

JSTamoiiy* Ziom. Bmrtcn* 


t *YTOonoiJiiiig want: 

^ More holineM grants 

I'or more of thy mind and thy image we pant 
Thine image impress 
On thy &TOurite race; 

0 fiishion and pcdiah thy vessels of grace ! 

2 Thy workmanship we 
lEore fully would be ; 

iMtdf stretch out thine hand, and conform us to thee : 
While onward we move 
To Canaan above, 

Come j$tt us vnth holiness, JUl us with love. Tor^pr 
EXODUS XXXIX. 

The TabernaeUfinuhed. 

A ND he made the robe of the ephod of woven work, all of 
•A. blue. 

23 And there was an hole in the midst of the robe, as the 
hole of an habergeon, with a band round about the hole, that 
it should not rend. 

24 And they made upon the hems of the robe pomegranates 
o/bluc, and purple, and scarlet, and twined linen, 

25 And they made bells of pure gold, and put the bells 
between the pomegranates upon the hem of the robe, round 
about between the pomegranates ; 

26 A bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate, 
round about the hem of the robe to minister in; hs the Lord 
commanded Moses. 

27* And they made coats of fine linen of woven work for 
Aaron and for his sons, 

28 And a mitre of fine linen, and goodly bonnets of fine 
linen, and linen breeches of fine twined linen, 

29 And g girdle of fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, 
and scarlet, needle-work; as the Lord commanded Moses. 

80 And they made the plate'of the holy crown u/pui*e gold, 
and wrote upon it a writing, like to the engravings of a signet, 
HOLINESS TO THE LORD. 

31 And they tied unto it a laee of blue, to fasten it on 
high upon the mitre ; as the Lord commanded Moses. 

82 Thus was all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of 
the congregation finished : and the chUdreii of Israel did accord- 
ing to all mat the Lord commanded Moses, so did they. 

33 And they brought the tabernacle unto Moses, the tent, 
and all his fumiture/his taches, his boards, his bars, and his 
pillars, and his sodkets, . 

84 And the covering of rams’ skins dyed red, and the cover- 
ing of badgers’ skins, and the vail of the covering, 

35 The ark of the testimony, and the staves thereof, and 
the mercy seat, 

86 The table, and all the vessels thereof, and the shewbre^, 

37 The pure candlestick, with the lamps thereof, even with 
the lan;^ to be set in order, and all the vessels thereof, and 
the oU ror light, 

88 And the golden altar, and the anointing oil, and the 
sweet incense, and the hanging for the tabernacle door, 

89 The brazen altar, and his grate of brass, his staves, and 
all his vessalfl, the laver and his foot, 

40 The hangings of the court, bis pillars and his sockets, 
and the h^gingfor the court gate, his cords, and his pins, 
and all yesaels of the service of the tabernacle, for the tent 


41 The cloths of service to do service in the holy place, and 
the hdy for Aaion the priest, and his sons’ garments, 

to mm&to in the wieat’s office. 

, ^ lITthit the Uw cmmmAtA Moaes, so 

the dhildrcii xna^ all ihe work. 


43 And Moses did look upon all the woik, and, behold, 
they had done it as the Lord had commanded, even so had 
they done it : and Moses blessed them. 

Reflectioks tjpok Exodus xxxix. — Lovely and attractive weru cue 
garments of the high priest of the Jewish chumh, they may be 
considered as a fi^irativo emblem of the mediatorial quaMcations 
and excellonces of Jesus/ the groat High Priest of our profession. 
Very comely to the eyes of devout worshippors appeared the rich 
and suitable robes of the priests; infinitely more lovely, in the 
estimation of Christ, are tho graces with which he has enriched and 
adorned his people. Looking upon his ^eonle arrayed in tho robo of 
his righteousness, and in tho graces of his Spirit, ho says, respecting 
each one of them, “ Thou art all fair.’^ 

E ternal Jehovah, whom we approach in the name of 
Christ, thy throne is in the heavens. Wo rejoice that, 
though thou dwcllest in the high and holy place, infinitely 
exalted above the loftiest of archangels, still thou condescendest 
to look down with compassion on the children of men. Not- 
withstanding the insignificance of man, thine eyes do see and 
thine eyelids try the (;hildren of men. Nothing in the vast 
universe can escape the scrutinizing glance of thine omni- 
science; neitlier is there any creature that is not manifest in. 
thy sight ; but all things are naked and open unto the eyes of 
him with whom we have to do. ^ i 

Desiring to he suitably and gratefully affected with a sense 
of thy preserving and comforting goodness during the past 
night, wc would enter upon the duties and engagements of 
this day, impressed with a sense of our sinfulness, unw^orthi- 
ness, and guilt. May the inscription, Holinkss unto tub 
Loud, which w^as engraven upon the mitre of Aaron, remind 
us of what we are and of what w^c ought to be. By nature and 
by practice wc have been unholy to the present day. “W e are 
unclean ; wc are altogether an unclean thing. O what sliame 
should fill our hearts, when wc compare our sinfulness with 
thy holiness, our iniquity with thy righteousness, and oui 
relMillion and obstinacy with thy mercy and long-continued 
forbearance! May thy love to us call to our minds the 
remembrance of our unthankfnlncss and unworthiness. We 
confess that original corruption, which has proved the fruitful 
source of tho manifold iniquities of our lives. Wo would 
mourn over the folly, the indolence, the thoughtlessness, and 
carnality of our youthflil days. Alas, much of our time has 
been spent in the most culpable forgetMness of our God, our 
Saviour, our souls, and the solemn realities of an eternal 
world. Long we have lived in ignorance and unbelief; we 
followed divers lusts and pleasures, and we resisted the Holy 
Spirit when he called upon us to forsake our sins, to repent, 

and turn to the Lord. . . , . 

Most gracious God, enter not into judgment with ns. i?or 
the sake of Jesus, who is the propitiation for the sins of men, 
may we obtain the forgiveness of all our sins. Deliver us 
from the guilt of childhood and youth; and O suffer not the 
more aggravated guilt of mature years to press us downn into 

the lowest hell. . 

ffe again dedicate our beloved children to thee, our Savvm 
and God. We tee in them the workingt of corruption. We 
tee that they have received from ut a legacy of folly, obttintKy, 
and tin. Where can we bring them but unto thee, 0 graetout 
Redeemer? Our hear ft detire and prayer it, that they may 

be holinett unto the Lord. 

As Aaron and his sons were clothed with aarments sjuted 
to their sacred oflace, may our minister, and all thy noinisto- 
ing semmts, he clothed with those graces neceasaiy to rendCT 
t ltam u^eftil in thy vineyard and ornaments of thy Gosp^ 

■ As a fiunilyj.as a congr^tian, and as a nation, may we pa 
BOUNsas TO THB liOBB, w Jeans’ sake. Amen. - 


FOURTEENTH WEEK.— THURSDAY EVENlNe. 


THB BLESSEDNESS OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 

Oditohe* CoUage, JBtxmeoate* Rockford. l . m . 

1 "DLESS’D is the man, for ever bless’d, 

" Whoso guilt is pardoned by his God, 

Whose sins with sorrow ore confess’d, 

And covered witli the Saviour’s blood. 

2 Bless’d is the man to whom the Lord 
Imputes not his iniquities, 

Ho pleads no merit of reward. 

And not on works but grace relies. 

3 From guile his heart and lii)8 are free, 

His humble joy, liis holy four, 

With deep repentance weD agree, 

And join to prove his faith sincere. 

Watts, Ps. 82, p. L 

JOHN I. 

Jestii calling DucipUt. 

A gain the next day after John stood, and two of his 
disciples ; 

36 And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold 
the Lamb of God I 

87 And the two disciples heard liim speak, and tliey fol- 
lowed Jesus. 

38 Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith 
unto them, What seek ye ? They said unto him. Rabbi, (which 
is to say, being interpreted. Master,) wlierc dwcllcst thou? 

39 He saith unto them. Come and see. They came and 
saw w’here he dwelt, and abode with liim that day : for it w'as 
about the tenth hour. 

40 One of the two which heard John speak , and followed 
him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 

41 He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto 
him, We have found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, 
the Christ. 

42 And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld 
him, he said. Thou art Simon the son of Jona : thou shalt be 
called Cephas, which is by interpretation, a stone. 

43 The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, 
and findeth Philip, and saith unto him, Follow me. 

44 Now Philip w^as of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. 

45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, Wc hai^ 
found him, of wliom Moses in tlie law, and the prophets, did 
write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 

46 And Nathanael said unto him. Can there any good thing 
come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him. Come and see. 

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, 
Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile ! 

4B Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? 
Jesus answered and said unto him, Before that Philip called 
thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. 

49 Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rahhi, thou 
art the Son of God ; thou art the King of Israel. 

60 Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said unto 
thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou ? thou shalt 
sec greater things than these. 

51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say imto you. 
Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son of man. 

AiTKOTiTioNs tJToar John I. — ^Wo cannot conceive the amazement 
and del^ht which Jolm felt when he saw the Incarnate Divinity 
before hrm, and when ho said to his disciples, '^Behold the Lamb of 
Gk)d.” We are called in a preached Gospel to behold the Lamb of 
God. Now may we s^k that faith by which wo bMI behold him 
and love Ulin, behold him and trust him, behold him and serve 
like the disciples of John may we fbllow Jesus. Happy, eternally 
happy are they who follow Jesus. He will lead them in the green 


postures beside the still waters ; and at death he will take them home 
to himself, that where he is there they may be also. 

Retlectioxs upon John i. — If we are followers of Christ, we shall 
feel an eomest concern that all our relatives be persuaded to be his 
followers. We will not only make it a matter of earnest prayer, but 
we will use loving and active efforts to bring them to Jesus, to be 
united to him as their shepherd, their Saviour, their captain, and 
their king. Wo should endeavour, affectionately and wisely, to tell 
them what wo have found in Jesus, what Jesus has been to us, and 
what we have received from him, and what wo yet hope to receive 
from Ills hand. Thus they may be persuaded by the Spirit to cost 
in their lot with us, to taste and see that God is good, to look to 
Jesus with believing and humble confidence, that ho will spread over 
them the comely robe of his righteousness, and confer upon them the 
riches of liis salvation. 


PRAYER. 

TT OLY Spirit, mercifully teach us the blessedness of draw- 
ing near the throne of God, in all our approaches, as 
children to a father. 0 Lord, thou art a Father never un- 
mindful of thy children ; never for one instant of time is thy 
paternal care withdrawn from iho interests of thine offspring. 
As a father pities his children, so dost thou, the Lord, the 
great eternal Father, pity them that fear thee. Seeing we 
have such a Father as thee, the Lord, a Father so wise, so 
watcliful, and so affectionate, may we in no instance be sin- 
fully carcfid ; but in everything by prayer and supplication, 
with thanksgiving, make our requests known unto God. Great 
is our encouragement thus to present our prayers with filial 
confidence and assurance, for thou hast promised thy Spirit 
to help our infirmities ; and as we know not what we should 
pray for as we ought, thy Spirit is ever readjr to make inter- 
cession for us, by pouring out upon us the spirit of grace and 
supplication, 0 ^ve us this grace ; O fulfil in our experience 
the previous promises of thy truth. 

Enable us gratefully to acknowledge the mercies of the past 
da^. We thank our God for all the blessings we have received 
which respect our bodies, our souls, our relations, and our 
circumstances. Amid all the dangers of the day thy hand 
has been our ^ard, and thy mercy has stood prepared with 
the rich blessings of thy goodness to drive all our wants 
away. 

Now may we retire to rest, in the conviction that thou art 
the Lord our God. May we give our eyes to sleep in the 
enjoyment of that sweet peace which flows from a conviction 
that thou art our God and Father, reconciled in Christ. 

I Make us not only deeply concerned about our own salva- 
tion, but also about the salvation of all our relatives and 
friends. May they and we behold the Lamb of God, Blessed 
Jesus, may we beliold thee as our Surety, who hast undertaken 
our cause. May wc behold thee as our Prophet, who shalt 
enlighten our understandings in things Divine, and instruct 
us in the sublime mysteries of salvation. 

Give us the unspeakable satisfaction and delight of seeing 
our children beholding the Lamb of God. O let the ardour of 
their youthful bosoms be rendered spiritual and sacred by a 
superlative admiration of Christ. 

Suffer none of us to die tUl we are able to say, We have 
foimd the Messiah, of whom Moses in the law and the pro- 
phets did write. Inspire us with the genuine sincerity and 
imaffected humility of unfe^ed piety. .May we resemble 
Nathanael, whose character is held up for the admiration of 
thy people in all generations. ^ O that we may be Israelites 
inaeed, naving the reality as wHl as the appearance, the 
substance as well as the form, of saving grace. With Natha- 
nael may we say> with believing and loving hearts, 
thou art the Son of God, thou art the King of Isni^ ^Sm 
our evening sacrifice be accepted in Jesus Christ our ImL 
Axnsa. • 


POUETEENTH 'WEEK.— FRIDAY MORNING. 


yuLJLm won winxstbbs . 

Wumimiir^ JBeAyhn Strecmi* Oontdi, 

I ear. 


VL 


1 TJ^ATHEB of mercies, bow thine eoi 
* Attentive to our earnest prayer ; 

We plead for those who plead for thee ; 

Suooessful pleaders may they be. 

2 How great thein work ! how vast their charge 
l)o thou their anxious souls enlarge ; 

Their best acquirements are our gain, 

We share the blessings they obtain. 

3 dothc, then, with energy divine 

Their words, and let those words be thine ; 

To them thy sacred truth reveal, 

Suppress their fear, inflame their zeal. 

Beddomk. 

EXODUS XL. 

The TahemacU reared, 

A ND thou shalt bring Aaron and his sons unto the door of 
the tabernacle of the congregation, and wash them with 
water. 

13 And thou shalt put upon Aaron the holy garments, and 
anoint him, and sanctify him ; that he may minister unto me 
in the priest^s office. 

14 And thou shalt bring his sons, and clothe them with 
coats : 

15 And thou shalt anoint them, as thou didst anoint their 
father, that they may minister unto me in the priest’s office : 
for their anointing shall surely be an everlasting priesthood 
throughout their generations. 

16 Thus did Moses : according to all that the Loan com- 
manded him, so did he. 

17 And it came to pass in the first month in the second 
year, on the firat day of the month, that the tabernacle was 
reared up. 

38 And he set up the hanging at the door of the tabernacle. 

29 And he put the altar of burnt offering by the door of the 
tabernacle of the tent of the congregation, and offered upon 
it the burnt offering and the meat offering ; as the 1 joud com- 
manded Moses. 

30 And he set the laver between the tent of the congrega- 
tion and the altar, and put water there, to wash withal, 

81 .And Moses and Aaron and his sons washed their hands 
and their feet thereat : 

32 When they went into the tent of the congregation, and 
when they came near unto the altar, they washed ; as the 
Lord commanded Moses. 

33 And he reared up the court round about the tabernacle 
and the altar, and set up the hanging of the court gate. So 
Moses finished the work. 

34 Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and 
the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 

86 And Moses^ was not able to enter into the tent of the 
con^gation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the gloiy 
of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 

86 And when the cloud was taken up from over the taber- 
nacle, the children of Israel went onward in all their journeys : 

87 But if the cloud were not taken up, then they journeyed 
not till the day that it was taken up. 

88 For the cloud of the Lord wa9 upon the tabernacle by 
day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight of all the house 
of Israel, throughout all their journeys. 

BsfiRonoKs upoir Exontrs xl. — The tabernacle may be considered 
as figuvatiTe of Christ. The materials of which the tabernacle was 
famed prefigured the humble humanity of Christ. All the mate- 
xids jrevB eiiulMy. The body of Jesus sprung fmm the dust. The 
tsbernade way reisred immediately for God’s service ; and humanity 


was provided for the great Surety, that he might yield obedience to 
the Divine law, and that he might present bimiolf a sacrifice to 
satisfy the demands of offended justice. Was the tabernacle con- 
secrated with oil ? The Mediator was pre-eminently anointed with 
the Holy Ghost, said to bo poured out upon him ** without measure.” 
In the tabernacle wo see the altar of ceremonial atonement; ia 
Jesus wo see the real atonement, by which the guilt of myriads is 
effectually removed. In the tabernacle wo see the laver fur washing 
and purifying ; but in looking to Jesus we find he is made to polluted 
sinners sanctification by tlie influences of his Spirit. In the tabernacle 
wo see the golden candlesticks sending forth their light all around ; 
in looking to Jesus we see the Light of the world, the Light of the 
Inspired Volume, the Light of the Churcli Militant below, and the 
Light of the Church Triumphant above. In the Holiest of all wo 
behold the Shcchinah, the evidence of GocUs presence ; in looking on 
Jesus we behold God manifest in the flesh, the incarnate Jehovah, the 
great mystery of godliness ! Let us believe, love, and adore ! 


PRAYER. 

OST glorious and most merciful God, three Persons in 
one undivided Divinity, we thy creatures and children, at 
the commencement of another day, would affectionately em- 
brace this opportunity of approaching thy mercy-seat. WhcD 
wc think of thy perfections manifested by the great plan of 
salvation through our Saviour’s righteousness, we would take 
up the adoring language of an apostle, 0 the depth of the 
riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! how 
unsearchable arc his judgments, and his ways past finding 
out ! When we think of the boundless fountain of thy love, 
from whence streams of blessings flow to thy people, what 
reason have wc to take np the language of the Psalmist, How 
great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that 
fear tlicc, which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee, 
before the sons of men ! O tliat men would praise the Lord 
for his goodness ! We ■would give thanks unto the Lord, for 
he is good; for his mercy endurcth for ever. 

During the last night thou hast added to the multitude of 
thy mercies, thou hast lengthened out tlie long catalogue of 
thy blessings. Accept of our thanks for these continued 
mercies, and in thy kindness give us this day the benelit of 
thy wisdom, thy protection, and thy watchfulness. Prepare us 
for the duties and trials of every day, and may we be fitted for 
the last day of our present transient and mortal life, when we 
shall bid an eternal adieu to all that is earthly, and cuter upon 
th^ solemn realities of the eternal state. 

Bless, O Lord, what we have read of the Word of life. May 
we ever take thy Word to be tlie rule of our obedience and the 
foundation of our faith. 

We praise thee that thou hast formed a church, and that 
thou hast planted it on earth. Wc thank thee for tlie institu- 
tion of ministers and of the holy ministry as the hallowed 
means of converting sinners, and of edifying and comforting 
saints. Blessed Jesus, thou art the Author of all those gifts 
and graces which thy ministers require for the solemn and 
responsible duties of their holy calling. For the honour of 
thy name, for the glory of Christ, for the extension of thy 
spiritual kingdom, for the deliverance of miserable captive 
souls, and for the edification and improvement of thy people, 
O fill the earthen vessels of thy ministers with the heavenly 
treasure of Divine grace. As thy visible glory filled the 
ancient tabernacle, may thy spiritiml glory fill all our sanc- 
tuaries and all our churches. We would earnestly pray for the 
peace, the extension, and the prosperity of Zion. 

0 make our dear children metnoers of thy Church intisiblCf 
separate them from a world lying in wickedness, and may 
they belong to the mystical body of Christ, 

We supplicate the answer of our prayers, for Jesus* sake^ 
our only Saviour. Amen. 

' c 


POUKTEENTH WEEK.— FRIDAY EVBNINO. 


i 

1 


THX EXAMPLE OF CHEIBT. 

Km»tey» New BMehm, Portugei, XHverf/ton* t* m. 

1 T!^ Y dear Bedeemer and my Xord, 

I road my duty in thy word; 

But in thy life the law appears 
Drawn out in living characters. 

2 Such was thy truth, and such thy zeal, 

Such deference to thy Bather’s will, 

Such love, and meekness so divine, 

I would transcribe, and make them mine. 

3 Cold mountainB and the midnight air 
Witnessed the fervour of thy prayer : 

The desert thy temptations knew, 

Thy conflict and thy victory too. 

Waiw, 189, 1?. //. 


ell earthly relations. We dumld be eonoeened to aedc bis gnudmu 
presence in all our sodial, and even oonvivial^ meetmgs, for it is this 
which wiU surround thew with a heavenly atmoephm; it is this 
which will make them preparatory to heaven; it is this which will 
make them an epitome of neavem There was a deficiency at the 
marriage feast of Cana of Galilee. In the rich Gospel feast whiob 
Christ has provided for all |>eople thm is no defimenoy; there is 
enough and to spare; a suffioienoy to^supnly all generations of men 
to the close of ages. Have we aooept^ me invitation of wisdom to 
partake of the feast of mercy? What condescension in Jesus that 
no should make the church his bride! Let it be my earnest desire 
to be betrothed to him by an everlasting covenant. And let the 
disconsolate widow be comforted by these words : Thy Maker is thy 
husband. 


PEAYER'. 


JOHN II. 

Christ attending a Marriage in Cana of Calilet, 

A NI) the tliird day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; 
and the mother of Jesus was there : 

2 And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the 
marriage. 

3 And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith 
unto him. They have no wine. 

4 Jesus saith unto her. Woman, what have I to do with 
thee ? mine hour is not yet come. 

5 His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith 
unto you, do it, 

6 And there wore set there six waterpots of stone, after the 
manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three 
firkins apiece. 

7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. 
And they filled them up to the brim. 

8 And he saith unto them. Draw out now, and bear unto 
the governor of the feast. And they bare it, 

9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was 
made wine, and knew not whence it was : (but the servants 
which drew tlie water knew;) the governor of the feast called 
the bridegroom, 

10 And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth 
set fortli good wine ; and when men have wxU drunk, then 
that which is worse : but thou hast kept the good wine until 
now. 

11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, 
and manifested forth his glory ; and his disciples believed on 
him. 

12 After this he went down to Caiiemaum, he, and his 
mother, and his brethren, and his disciples ; and they con- 
tinued there not many days. 

13 And the Jews^ passover was at hand, and Jesus went up 
to Jerusalem. 

14 And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep 
and doves, and the changers of money sitting : 

15 And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he 
drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the 
oxen; and poured out the changers* money, and overthrew 
the tables ; 

16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things 
hence; make not ray Father*s house an house of merchandise. 

17 And his disciples remembered that it was written, The 
seal of thine house hath eaten me up. 

Beflechoks upon Joyce ii. — Of all earthly human covenants, that 
of mandago is the most interesting and sad^ Its appointment is 
Divine^ and ancient as the creation of man. It is the origin of 
numemu and endearing relations, which call forlh the most refined 
and tender emotions, and gives origin to afifeotions W which fiunilies 
and sooietiaB^ communities, and the Church of Christ are bound 
together hf ties most remarkable for their value, useftdncss^ Mwer, 
and duratum. Christ’s presence and blcssiiig enhance the vuue of 

m 


I NFINITELY glorious Jehovah, and infinitely gracious and 
compassionate Lord God, it is good to draw near unto thee 
our God. We desire to feel solemnly impressed with a sense 
of thy majesty, power, and grace. Thou compassest the watci» 
with bounds, until the day and night come to an end ; thou 
shuttest up the sea as with doors and bars ; saying, Hitherto 
shalt thou come, but no farther; and here shall thy proud 
waves be stayed. In thy hand are the deep places of the 
earth, and the strength of hills is thine also. 

May the power of the Holy Spirit enkindle in our minds at 
this time the fire of sacred devotion ; and, if we possess any 
portion of this holy fire, may the Spirit blow upon it, that it 
may increase into a lively flame. Preserve us, we beseech thco, 
ftom a lifeless frame, and from cold formality in our religious 
services. According to thy promise, pour out in these last 
days of thy Holy Spirit upon all thy servants, and upon every 
member of this family, as a spirit of wisdom and truth. May 
he fee our unerring teacher, and may he bring to our remcm- 
brauce whatsoever we should say unto thee. 

We offer up to our God the humble tribute of thanksgiving 
for the blessings and enjoyments of the day. We praise God 
that it has not proved our last day, and that wc have not been 
sent as guilty prisoners to that world of despair where no ray 
of hope ever cheers the minds of the miserable inhabitants. 
While the shades of another night are surrounding us, we 
desire to avail ourselves of the encouraging command of our 
God, to trust in the Lord for ever. When we lay down our 
weary head to rest from worldly cares, ^may we eiyoy the rest 
of sdvation ; and if we are awake, may we commune with our 
own hearts, but above all hold fellowship with thee. 

May pleasing impressions be produced on our minds by 
what we have now read. We adore thee, O Jesus, in the 
condescension and kindness thou didst manifest in honouring 
and sanctioning with thy presence the humble company which 
assembled at Cana of GalUee. Ever honour with thy presence 
our family, and all the families with which wc stand connected. 
We thank thee for the blessings of friends and the blessings of 
friendship. May all our friends be the friends of Jesus, and may 
all our friendship be sweetened with piety. Give us grace to 
imitate the example of Christ. We are ashamed when we 
think of the ardour of his zeal and the coldness of ohrs. take 
Jesus, may we have zeal for the gloiy of God; may we have 
zeal for the prosperity of the kmgdom of Quist; may we 
have zeal for the spiritual improvement of the Church in its 
ministers and members. 

May the same mind be in kmt children which was* sdse in 
Christ ; and may they be adorned mth resemblance td hU 
ima^e. 

Give ear, O God, to this our evening prayer, and hidfi not 
thyself from our supplioations : but hearkra tho% and jm 
heaven thy dwellii^-place; and whm then 
and accept of our peiacms and services, as an qSsadng 
hand, for JesW sake, oar exalted Med^tor. JkeMu 


# 


FOUEiaBBNTH WBEK.— SATURDAY MORNING. 



WB OniUTZONS OF THIS BOtY SPIBIT. 

ShimdaU, A4m^naim. Zted$. SeUon. utL 

1 TJ^TSBXTAL Spirit! weoqnfeas 
" AndiiiigttewoiiderB of thy grace; 

Thy power conToyB onr blessings down 
From Ood the Father and the Son* 

3 Enlightened by thine heavenly ray, 

Our shades and darkness turn to day; 

Thine inward teachings make us know 
Our danger and our refuge too. 

8 Thy power and glory work within, 

And break the chains of reigning sin, 

Do our imperious lusts subdue, 

And form our wretched hearts anew. 

....... Watw, 133,A/i. 

LEVITICUS VIII. 

Aaron and ht$ Sons cotuecraied. 

A NO the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

2 Take Anrou and his sons with him, and the garments, 
and the anointing oil, and a bullock for the sin offering, and 
two rams, and a basket of unleavened bread ; 

8 And gather thou all the congregation together unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

4 And Moses did as the Lord commanded him ; and the 
assembly wm gathered together unto the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation* 

5 And Moses said unto the congregation, This is the thing 
which the Lord commanded to be done. 

6 And Moses brought Aaron and his sons, and washed 
them with water* 

7 And he put upon him the coat, and girded him with the 
girdle, and clothed him with the robe, and put the ephod upon 
him, and he girded him with the<Jurious girdle of the ephod, 
and boimd it unto him therewith. 

8 And he put the breastplate upon him ; also ho put in the 
breastplate the Urim and the Thummim. 

9 And he put the mitre upon his head ; also upon the mitre, 
even upon his forefront, did he put the golden plate, the holy 
crown ; as the Lord commanded Moses. 

10 And Moses took the anointing oil, and anointed the 
tabernacle and all that was therein, and sanctified them. 

11 And he sprinkled thereof upon the altar seven times, 
and anointed the altar and all his vessels, both the layer and 
his foot, to sanctify thedi. 

12 And he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron^s head, 
and anointed him, to sanctify him. 

80 And Moses took of the anointing oil, and of the blood 
which was upon the altar, and sprinkled it upon Aaron, and 
upon his gannents, and upon his sons, and upon his sons’ 
garments, with him ; and sanctified Aaron, and his garments, 
and his sons, and his sons’ garments with Mm. 

81 And Moses said unto Aaron and to his sons, Boil the 
flesh at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation : and 
there eat it witih the bread that is in the basket of consecra- 
tions, as I commanded, saying, Aaron and his sons shall eat it. 

85 TherefcBe shall yo abide at the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation day and night seven days, and keep the 
cham of the Lord, that ye die not : for so I am commanded. 

8o So Aaron and his sons did all things which the Lord 
commanded by the hand of Mos^. 

fiswioHbRi mov t a v mcus toi. — ^H oly families are consecrated 
to Ood, and the honour by wMoh Obxist wtinguishes them unspeak- 
^y iolpassof all that ephemeral honour— of which noble earthly 
xwilim Doait--%li^ are distinguished by ottering titles and marks 
cf mysl frarour, irliidi Ae prinoes of this world bestow. Most im- 
P^maps Ahese oBoes wh^ Jesus iqppoints in kis Ohuroh. The 
|i^ iff iStm dutto ef these offices as much oonoem the 

oostfaUsanst (Smih itwdt; aa tbairactteeni the 


l^ory of Christ, the great Head of the Church. How indispensable 
for the right discharge of these duties is the anointing grace of the 
Holy Ghost ! What washing and anointing wore necessary for Aaron 
and his sons, before they could enter upon the functions of their 
sacred calling ! What washing and anointing of the Iloly Ghost 
do wo re(iuiro to prepare us to enter upon the lofty eniploymonts 
service, and worship of the heavenly world I Let it be our earnest 
desire to obtain a^title to heaven, and preparation for heaven; and 
for this purpose wo should be urgent, frequent, and persevering in 
our applications to the throne of gruce to receive the miction from 
the Holy One. How very {generally and frequently, imder the law, 
all things wore sprinkled with blood and anointed with oil ! And 
what does this intimate and teach ? Assuredly, that wo should bo 
daily sprinkled with the blood, and anointed with tho influences of 
the spirit of Christ. i 

PRAYER. 

XT OLY and divine Spirit, 'vve adore thee as possessed of the 
same uncreated nature, perfections, and glory with the 
Father and the Son. Wii adore thee in the displays of thine 
almighty power given in the original creation of the universe, 
when thou didst move upon the face of the waters. We adore 
thee in the displays of thine almighty grace given in the con- 
version of the souls of men, and in the qualifications given to 
thy ministering servants, by which they are prepared to be the 
successful heralds of the cross of Christ. In all ages thou hast 
conferred on the messengers of salvation a mouth and wisdom, 
which all their adversaries have not been able to gainsay or resist. 

On the morning of the concluding day of another week we 
bow before the throne of grace, and with grateful feelings we 
would acknowledge the preserving kindness of our God during 
the past night. We u^ould glorify thy grace, that our lives 
are not yet brought to a close. As tliat solemn day is fast 
approaching, that day when our mortal lives shall terminate, 
may it be the most important day in oiu* existence, a day when 
our sins shall cease for ever, and a day which will introduce 
us to the pure and exalted blessings of eternal glory. We 
seek the guidance, the encouragement, and the protection of 
Divine grace this day. 

We thank God that, in what we liave now read, we can see 
the existence of the order of the holy ministry in the remotest 
periods of antiquity. We praise thee that, from the days of 
Adam to the present time, during the lapse of nearly six thou- 
sand years, thy ministering servants have been preserved to 
thy Church, and their regular and continued succession never 
disturbed. Blessed Jesus, thou art the Divine source of all 
those gifts and graces which thy serv ants need, and which thou 
hast most mercifully imparted to them iu all ages. Thou hast 
never ceased to send thy good Spirit, who has given grace to 
all thy ministering servants and believing people, according to 
the measure of the gift of Christ. Thou, O Jesus, hast at thy 
disposal those comely garments of heavenly grace, which are 
suitable for thy servants to wear ; O clothe thy priests with 
salvation. Thou alone hast the oil of heavenly attainments 
to bestow; mercifully pour that Divine and fragi’ant oil most 
plentifully on all thy faithful ambassadors. 

In an especial manner give thy Spfrit in large measure to 
thy ministering servant who presides over us in holy things. 
May we Qnd in truth that he is the messenger of God to our 
souls. Under his labours may our understandings be enlight- 
ened, our affections purified, and our consciences be made 
tender, active, and faithful. 

0 may his faitftful labours be effectual in the salvation cj 
our beloved offering, for whose deliverance from Satan* s power 
we w^d travail as in birth. 

This our morning sacrifice we present before the throne of 
God, in Jesus’ name. And to the Father, Son, and ^iril^ 
one God, we would ascribe the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

® 00 a 1 ^ 




FOURTEENTH WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENINO. 


GIFT or GOB. 

Kmuy. Amana* Bredby. OAina. 

1 TESXJS, my love, my chief delight, 
^ Por thee I long, for thee I pray, 
Amid the shadows of the night, 
Amid tho business of the day ! 

2 When shall I see thy smiling face, 
That face which I have often seen ? 
Arise, thou Sun of righteousness ! 
Scatter the clouds that intervene. 

3 Tliou art tho glorious gift of God 
To sinners weary and distrust ; 

The first of all his gifts bestowed. 
And certain pledge of all tho rest. 

4 Could 1 but say this gift is mine, 
l^d tread the world beneath my feet ; 
No more at poverty repine. 

Nor envy tho rich sinner’s state. 


Brddo.vk. 


JOHN III. 

Regenci^ation* 

*TIHERB wa« a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemua, a 
ruler of the Jews ; 

2 The same came to Jesns by night, and said unto him, 
Babhi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God : for 
no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be 
with him. 

3 Jesus answered and said unto him. Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee. Except a man be bom again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God. 

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, IIow can a man be born when 
he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother’s 
womb, and be born V 

6 Jesus answered. Verily, verily, I say unto thee. Except a 
man bo bom of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God. 

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh ; and that which 
is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Yc must be born again. 

8 The wind blowcth where it Hsteth, and thou hcarcst the 
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither 
it goeth : so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these j 
things be? 

10 Jesus answered and said unto him. Art thou a master of 
Israel, and knowest not these things ? 

11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee. We speak that we do 
know, and testify that wc have seen ; and ye receive not our 
witness. 

12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, 
how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things ? 

18 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that 
came down &om heaven, even the Son of man which is in 
heaven. 

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up : 

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have eternal life. 

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. 

17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world; ‘but that the world through him might be saved, 

Sbmamam vrtar Jomt m.— The name of the inqtdring, and 
aftenrards r^ienerated Nwodmut, rigniflee “a conqueror of the 
poq^e.*' Jam is the tmo Oonquoror of hanaa hearts; he eon* 


quored the heart of Nicodemus by hm graM ! ^ 
and subdue our hearts by his grawous 8i)mt . Are lus 
subjects? Hove wo been made v^ng m the day of Pow? 
What think wo of Christ? Nicodemus thought highly of Jesi^ 
but, for a time, his notions of him wore incorrect and obscure. I>o 
we look on Jesus as more than a teacher come from God.^ Do we 
know, and believe, that he is God and man in one person. Have 
wo submitted to his tuition? And do we consider it our gr^t 
honour, our gi’catcst joy, to be humble disciples at his feet ? WMt 
a change, what a universal, what a lasting change does regenei^on 
effect upon the soul ! It is a change too great, and too wonderfrl, 
for any power less than omnipotent to accomplish. Divine Spint, 
it is thy power — thy power alone ! 

PRAYER. 

^LORIOUS Jehovah, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
^ one God, we adore thee aa a God of loving-kindness and 
tender mercy. Thou art love. Thou delightest unspeakably 
in acts of mercy and grace. The earth is full of the goodness 
of thy providence; but wc rejoice that the Church is full of 
the goodness of thy grace. Glory to God in the highest, for 
the rich manifestation of thy love in the gift of thy well-beloved 
Son to a fallen, guilty, miserable world. What are we that 
our eyes should have ever read, that our ears should have ever 
heard, these blessed words : For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but haw everlasting life? Justly thou 
migbtst have sent thy Son on an embassy of wrath, to punish 
the rebellious race of men with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power. 
But, glory to thy matchless grace, Thou didst not send thy 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be saved. 

Wc thank our God that, in the midst of much mercy, thou 
hast brought us in safety to the close of another day and 
another week. We praise thee that no evil has befallen us. 
Graciously encompass us this night with the gracious arms of 
thy protecting grace. May we repose with confidenoe on thy 
care, and may our lives be spared to behold the light of | 
another Sabbath-day, that wo may unite with thy people in 
praising thy name. 

Lord, deeply impress our minds with the absolute necessity 
of the new birth. As wc have home the image of the first 
Adam, from whom we are descended after the flesh, may we 
resemble the holy image of the second Adam, by being bom 
after the Spirit. Holy Spirit, we would invite and earnestly 
implore thy regenerating grace. O give us new natures I If 
there are any among us altogether insensible to the necessity 
of a converting change, we beseech thee with all our heart 
that their insensibility may continue no longer, O awake 
them out of their dangerous slumbers I Heaven forbid that 
they should sleep the sleep of eternal death ! By’thine almighty 
power impress on their hearts that solemn truth. Except a man 
he bom again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. May they 
give themselves no rest, till they have supplieeted thy grace 
with the earnestness of repentance, to accompliah mthin them 
this desirable, this necessary, this blessed change. 

May our children be born again. May they be introduced 
into the kingdom of grace on.earth; and when their hodily eyee 
are shut in death, may the eyee of their eoule behold the glwtee 
of the kingdom of heaven above. 

On the approaching Sabbath may Jesus he lifted up in the 
preaching of the Gospel, and may multitudes of diseased 
sinners look upon the divine Saviour, and be he^ of aU 
their diseases. O Jesus, may all of us belike on thee, and 
live for ever. Hearer of paver, may our praym be answered^ 
for our Saviour's sake. Ana may &e graced the Iiord Jesds 
Christ be with os sU, for ever and iwer. Axamu ' 


FUTEENTH WEEK.—SABBATH MORNING. 


CEXMB OF BNVY, FUETFULNBW, AND VXBELIBF. 

Xtnddl. JUmymu, Qrwt Bovm, FoUH. c m. 

1 TiyHT should I Tox my soul, and ftet 
^ ^ To SCO tho wicked rise ? 

Or env;^ sinners waxing great 
By violence and lies r 

2 As flowery grass cut down at nooni 

Before the evening fadcs^ 

So shall their glories vanish soon 
In everlasting shades. 

8 Then let me make the Lord my trust, 

And practise all that^s good ; 

So shall I dwell among the just, 

And he’ll provide mo food. 

4 I to my God my ways commit, 

And cheerAil wait his will ; 

Thy hand, which guides my doubtful feet. 

Shall my desires fulfil. 

Watts, Pi. 37, p. 7. 

PSALM XXXVII. 

Paiimct and Confidtnce in Qod. 

T^RET not thyself because of evil doers, neither be thou 
envious against the workers of iniquity. 

2 For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither 
as the green herb. 

8 Trust in the Lord, and do good ; so shalt thou dwell in 
fhe land, and verily thou shalt be fed. 

4 Delight thyself also in the Loud ; and he shall give thee 
the desires of thine heart. 

6 Cominit thy way unto the Loud; trust also in him; and 
he shall bring it to pass. 

6 And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, 
and thy judgment as the noonday. 

7 Rest in the Loud, and wait patiently for him : fret not 
thyself bejcausc of him who prosperoth in his way, because of 
the man who bringeth wicked devices to j 3 ass. 

8 Cease from anger, and forsake wath : fret not thyself in 
any wise to do evil. 

9 For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon 
the Lord, they shall inherit tlie earth. 

10 For yet a little wliiJe, and the wicked shall not be : yea, 
thou shalt diligently consider Ijis place, and it shall not be, 

11 But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight 
themselves in the abundance of peace. 

12 The wicked plotteth against the just, and gnasheth upon 
him with his teeth. 

13 The Loud shall laugh at him : for he seeth that his day 
is coming. 

14 The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have bent 
their bow, to cast down the poor and needy, and to slay such 
08 be of upright conversation. 

15 Their sword shall enter into their ovm heart, and their 
bows shall be broken. 

16 A little that a righteous man h'ath is better than the 
rielm of many wicked. 

17 For the arms of the wicked shall be broken : but the 
Loud npholdcth the righteous. 


18 The Lord hnoweth the days of the upright ; and their 
inheritance shall be for ever. 

19 They shall not be ai^med in the evil time : and in the 
dayi of famine th^ shall be satisfied. 


Bi^P£SCim9S TZFON Ifum xxxvn. — ^Even when wicked men are 
oiillad to great power, and invested with the possession of great 
there nothing in their efammitsiio^ which should call 


forth our envy, or even cause us in the slightest degree to stumble a! 
the sovereign arrangements of a wise Providence who cannot possibly 
err, but who does every thing in the best manner, and to the best end 
When we think of the awful doom of graceless men* who are groat 
and mighty in this world, hut who shall be eternally miserable in 
the next, instead of exciting our envy, they call forth our compassion 
and our pity. Blessed are the prospects of the righteous. When 
their sorrows on earth cease, they enter upon the joys of heaven. 


PRAYER. 

XT OLY Spirit, mercifully breathe upon us thy sacred influ- 
ence, while we draw near to the throne of grace on the 
morning of the first day of the week. To thee wc look for 
the spirit of grace and supplication. 

O Lord, thou art a God of justice, and thou dost laugh at 
the enemies of thy people, while thou scest that day fast 
approaching when, if they die impenitent, their miserable 
doom shall be Ibr ever fixed. Wo adore thee in the mercy 
thou dost manifest to thy people. Thou dost uphold the 
rigliteous ; thou dost smile upon the days of the upright, and 
thou host enriched them with on inlieritancc that shall endure 
for ever. 

We confess our sinfulness and un worthiness, O Lord.* In 
many instances we have fretted because of evildoers; their 
external prosperity has excited the corruptions of our heart; 
we have not rested on thee as wc ought : neither have we in 
the day of affliction waited with sufficient patience for the 
fulfilment of the promises of thy truth. On many occasions 
wc have indulged in sinful anger, and have laid aside the 
lovely meekness of the Gospel of Christ. Humble us, O 
Lord, under a sense of these our sinn, and wash away their 
guilt, through the merit of our SavioTir’s righteousness. 

Teach us, heavenly Father, to trust implicitly in thee, and to 
do good. May we ever delight in thee, O Jesus — ^in thy Person 
and thine offices; then wilt thou hear our prayers, and satisfy 
the desires of our heart with the blessings of tby salvation. 
May each one of us be justified through the merit of our 
Saviour's blood ; then, before an assembled world, thou wilt 
bring forth our righteousness as the light, and our judgment 
as the noon-day. 

O bless our dear children with the light of grace. Heaven 
grant that they may be among the wise who shall shine as the 
firmament, and as the stars for ever and ever. 

We desire with joyful hearts to bless our God that our eyes 
have opened upon another Sabbath-day. May it be to us and 
thousands a day of holy rest and sacred joy. O that we could 
now exclaim with the holy and joyful fervour of the Psalmist, 
A day in thy courts is better than a thousand ; we would rather 
be door-keepers in the house of oixr God than dwell ip tents 
of wickedness I 

O Lord, have mercy on all the churches. May they become 
gardens of spiritual beauty and fruitfulness. May barren 
churches revive as the corn; may erroneous churches be 
delivered from the mists of error; may proud Laodicean 
churches be humbled ; and may superstitious churches return 
to the simplicity of the Gospel. 

Have mercy on our rulers, and may they rule in the ffar of 
the Lord. Have mercy on our merchants. Thou hast made 
I them as princes ; O make them saints 1 

Lead the afflicted to the fountain of mercy; and may the 
gloom of the apartment of suffering be dispelled by the light 
of thy countenance. Assist our beloved xninisterj^ and may we 
find him in reality a messenger of God. 

Iiet many spiritual captives be set at liberty this day* Hear 
our prayer, for Jesus^ sojid. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &c 

W 


FIFTEENTH WEEK.— SABBATH EVBNINO. 


ns WAT AND SND OF THE RIGHTEOtTS AND WICKED* 

Armdil, 8mk\/Uld. Abingdm, Fodor, clm . 

1 T^Y God, the steps of pious men 

Arc ordered by thy will ; 

Though they should fall, they rise again, 

Thy hand supports them still. 

2 The Lord delights to see their ways, 

Their virtue ho approves ; 

He’ll ne’er deprive them of his grace, 

Hor leave the men ho loves. 

1 The heavenly hentnge is theirs, 

' Their portion and their homo ; 

Ho feeds them now, and mokes them heirs 
Of blessings long to come. 

4 Wait on the Lord, yo sons of men, 
l^or fear when tyrants frown ; 

Yo shall confess their pride was vain. 

When justice casts them down. 

Watts, Pa, 37, p . Ill, 


PSALM XXXVII. 

The Uighteoua and the Wicked, 

T he wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: but the 
righteous sheweth mercy, and giveth. 

22 For such as be blessed of him shall inherit the earth ; 
and they that be cursed of liim shall be cut off. 

23 The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord : and 
he delighteth in his way. 

24 Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for 
the Lord uphokleth him with his hand. 

26 I have been young, and now am old : yet have I not 
seen the righteous foi’sakcn, nor his seed begging bread. 

26 He is ever merciful, and lendetli ; and his seed is blessed. 
27 Depart from evil, and do good ; and dwell for evermore. 
28 For the Tjord loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his 
saints ; they are preserved for ever : but the seed of the wicked 
shall be cut off. 

29 The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein 
for ever. 

80 The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom, and his 
tongue talkcth of judgment. 

81 The law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps 
shall slide. 

82 The wicked watcheth the righteous, and seeketh to slay 

him. 

88 The Lord will not leave him in his hand, nor condemn 
him when he is judged. 

84 Wait on the Lord, and keep his w ay, and ho shall exalt 
ihee to inherit the land : wdien the wicked are cut off, thou 
shait see it, 

85 I have seen the wdeked in great power, and spreading 
himself like a green bay tree. 

86 Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was not : yea, I sought 
him, but he could not be found. 

87 Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright : for the 
end of that man is peace. 

88 But the trans^cssors shall bo destroyed together : the 
end of the wicked shall be cut off. 

89 But the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord : he is 
their«strength in the time of trouble. 

40 And the Lord shall help them, and deliver them : he 
riudl deliver them from the wicked, and save them, because 
they trust in him. 


ftsvuBOXiQirs UPON Fbalx xxxvn.-— Falsehood, didionesty, unthank* 
fulness, and unkindneas, ore affecting proofs of the reign of sin and 
the abseaoe of grace. Where grace rei^, compassion, disinterested- 
ness, Hberaliiy, and metey, dwdl in the heart and adorn the li&. 
Hieirhoiameim^ of thelbirmeri hiiioilisainafaldeaert. He 
m 


who is an example of the latter, is a garden 
j^itfulncss. The former x’esembles a tree whose fruit is poi8(moii^ 
and whose loaves exhale the pestilence of death. The latter is like a 
tree of life planted by the rivers of water; he brmgeth form m 
fruit in his season, his leaf doth not wither, and aU that hedoeth 
prospers.” However much a wicked man may possess, he never enio^^s 
the. blessing. However littk a righteous man may possess, it la 
accompanied with a Father’s blessing and a Father’s Bi^es. The 
loss which ungodly men sustain cannot be calculated.^ The adv^ 
luges, privileges, and blessings which righteous men enjoy, imd whi^ 
they shall etcnuilly inherit, exceed tlie conception of the hem. 
‘‘ Godliness is profitable for the life that now is, and for that which 
is to come.” 


PRAYER. 

0 LORD, wc adore thee as the merciful and unerring Guide 
of thy people. VTiile the wicked lean to their own 
understanding, we rejoice that the steps of a good man are 
ordered by the Lord, and he delighteth in his way. Lord, 
make us good ; then shall wc enjoy thy fellowship — then shall 
wc be guided by thy counsel. We rejoice that, though thy 
people may faU from outward prosperity into the depths of 
adversity, they shall not be utterly cast down ; and we praise 
thed that, though they may be gnevously oppressed by storms 
of temptation, thou wilt uphold them by the hand of thine 
almighty grace. Fill the hearts of thy people with joy, when 
they remember that thou wilt never forsake thy saints, and 
that God win preserve them for ever. 0 Lord, make ns thy 
saints; then thou wilt never forsake us — then thou wilt preserve 
us for ever, Wc earnestly pray that the same mind may be in 
us that was also in Christ. Like him, may wc be merciftd. 
Like him, may the law of God be in oui* heart, and may our 
tongue tidk of judgment, and our mouths speak wisdom. 

Have mercy on our dear children. Teach them to depart . 
from evil and do good. Mag they depart from evil counsel^ 
from evil company, and from evil courses. Evermore may 
they dwell in thy heaven. 

Give us grace to take warning from the sins and from the 
punishment of the wicked. May we be suitably affected with 
the thought that, though for a season they may spread them- 
selves like a green hay-tree, yet they shall pass away, and shall 
not be found. Affect ns with a sense' of the folly, impiety, 
and danger of a life of rebellion against God, seeing impeni- 
tent transgressors shall be destroyed together, and their end 
shall be cut off. O that each one now before thee, and each 
one of our beloved relatives, may l)elong to the family of the 
upright ; may our lives be holy, and our end peace. 

May the preaching of the Gospel this day be remarkably 
blessed. May it be blessed to mournful saints, and may they 
rejoice with joy unspeakable ; may it be blessed to hardened 
sinners, and may their adamantine hearts be softened by holy 
penitence. This day, O Jesus, thou hast been exalted in a 
preached Gospel ; O be exalted in our hearts, and in the hearts 
of myriads. Send the messengers of thy mercy over the whole 
earth, and may the blessings of thy salvation soon be as univer- 
sal as the light of the natural sun. Wherever the sun shines on 
the abodes of men, there may Christ the Sun of righteousness 
shine upon the souls of men. Hasten that glorious day when 
all the families of the earth shall be blessed in Chrm, and 
when all the families of the earth shall call him blessed. 

We thank God for the blessings and comforts of this Sabbadi 
day, for the assistance given to our minister, and for go^ 
which has been accomplished through his instnunaitwy* 
As n family we would resolve in thy strength to lift am . 
hands in tny name, to raise up our voices in thy sanotnii^i 
while we have breath to pray and to pro^m thy pmim* 

Hear nst, for Jesus^ sake^ Amen. Our Fatto 
lieaven/&o. 


fZFTIEMTH WEEK.~-MOKZ)gkT HOBNINC}. 



I 


EBVZIBBNTUL WOMHIF. 
iKoMrV WonU/j^ J^roomi. 0. x. 

1 retorenoe tiie tmntd appear 

** Ajtid bow before the Iiord, 

JBBi high oommanda with xererenoe hear, 

And txembie at his word. 

Sa Bow terrible thy glories be ! 

How bright thine armies shine ! 

Where is the power that Ties with thee, 

Or truth c(»npared to thine ? Wavib, Pa, 8S, p, //. 


LEVITICUS IX. 

Chd^i Olory, 

A ND Mooea and Aaron went into the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and came out, and blessed the people : and 
the glory of the Lord appeared unto all the people. 

24 And there came a fire out from before the Lord, and 
consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat : which 
when all the people saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces. 


LEVITICUS X. 

Death of Nodal a/nd A hihu. 

A ND Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took cither of 
them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense 
thereon, and offered strange fire before the Lord, which he 
commanded them not. 

2 Aaid there went out fire from the Lord, and devoured 
them, and they died before the Lord. 

8 Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that the Lord 
spake, saying, I will be sanctified in them that come nigh me, 
and before sdl the people I will be glorified. And Aaron held 
hia peace. 

4 And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of 
UMiel the uncle of Aaron, and said unto them, Come near, 
carry your brethren from before the sanctuary out of the camp. 

6 So they went near, and carried thorn in their coats out 
of the canm ; as Moses had said. 

6 And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto 
Ithamar, his sons. Uncover not your heads, neither rend your 
clothes ; lest ye die, and lest wrath come upon all the people : 
but let your brethren, the whole house of Israel, bewail the 
burning which the Lord hath kindled. 

7 And ye shall not go out from the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation lest ye die ; for the anointing oil of the Lord 
u upon you. And they did according to the word of Moses. 

LEVITICUS XI. 

Beaata clea/a and imekan, 

A ND the Lord spaJee unto Moses and to Aaron, saying 
unto them, 

2 Speak imto the children of Israel, saying, These are the 
beasts which ye shall eat among all the beasts that are on the 
earth. 

8 Whatsoever parteth the hoof, and is clovenfooted, and 
dieweth the cud, among the beasts, that shall ye eat. 

4 Nevertheless these shall ye not eat of them that chew the 
Cud, or of them that divide tne hoof : as the camel, because 
he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof ; he is unclean 
unto you. 

6 And the coney, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth 
not the hoof *f he is unclean unto you. 

6 And the hare, because he cheweth the cud, bin divideth 
not the hod; he is unclean unto you. 

( f And the swine, though he divide the hoof, and be cloven- 
fOoted, yet he cheweth not the cud ; he is undean to you. 

8 Of their fleith shall ye not cat, and their carcase shall ye 
not touch; they ore unefean 

I tt6vf#e 0ospel otdittanees! \Xh^ ate gedhuies where Sing Jesus is 

; IM} am thambem whese bet^^ 


fellowship* When we seek Christ in his Gfoapel courts may Bivine 
influenoo from above descend like sacred fire, tnat our hearts may be 
purified, that holy devotion may glow in our bosom, and that, relying 
on the blessed atonement, we may present spiritual- Horvices, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is our reasonable service. Aaron’s sons 
were distinguished by great privileges, and elevated to a pinnacle of 
honour in the Church of God. Our God is a jealous, os well as a 
gracious God, and cannot compromise liis glory. Before God’s altar 
Aaron’s sons daringly insult^ God in the sacred sanctity of his 
worship. When we think of their awful doom, and the instant 
bursting of the Divine thunderbolt upon their heads, let us stand in 
awe and sin not. And may it be our constant and earnest desire 
to worship God as ho has commanded, and to present our adoring 
worship in spirit and in truth. God’s benevolence, mercy, and 
wisdom ore even peculiarly manifestod in the material and natural 
food which he prescribed for his people, and in what he has forbidden. 
What lie has appointed is wholesome, nutritious, and strengthenmp; 
what he has forbidden is deleterious in its nature, and injurious m 
its effects. Let us rejoice in the bread of life, which ho has provided 
for our souls. May wo therefore eat, and live for ever. 

O UR Father who art in heaven, with what profound reve- 
rence we ought to approach thy tlirone ! Thou art the 
universal Ruler — ^thou art clothed with majesty and strength. 
Thou hast established the world that it cannot bo moved ; yet 
by thy voice thou dost shake the earth, and not the earth only, 
but also the heavens, Thou art awful in thy judgments, and 
thou wilt be held in reverence by those who assemble to 
worship thy great and glorious name. Who hath resisted thy 
will? If God cut off, and shut up, or gather together, who 
then can hinder him, who Worketh dl things acco^ing to the 
counsel of his own will ? 

We thank our God that we are permitted, in the emoyment 
of Dodily health, and in the exercise of our mental mcolties, 
but, above all, in the name of Christ, to present ourselves this 
morning in a family capacity before the tlirone of grace. 
Praise to the God of providence and grace, that during the 
last night we were not numbered with the dead — ^wc were not 
numbered with the lost. Give us that grace by which, we 
shall so number our days as to apply our hearts to wisdom. 

Give thy ministers and people more gi’ace to worship thee 
with reverence and fear. Alas, wc have too often presented 
before thy throne the strange fire of hypocrisy, formality, 
irreverence, and mistaken devotion. May the alarming punisn- 
ment which befell Nadab and Abihu, for offering strange fire, 
affect us deeply with ^]jC propriety and necessity of drawing 
near to God in all his ordinances with holy reverence and 
fear. Justly we might have been punished for our irreverent 
cipproaclies / and we adore and praise thy compassion, that our 
blood has not been mingled with our sacrifices. 

Lord, instruct our dear children in the holy work of reve^ 
rential worship. Teach them to pray with the heart, and 
ever to believe that thou art the searcher of hearts. 

May thy rich blessing follow the solemn and sacred ser- 
vices of the past Sabbath. Through the instrumentality of a 
preached Gospel may multitudes be persuaded to leave the 
kingdom of Satan, and to give up their allepance to the 
of this world. May they be persuaded to join the kingefom 
of Immanuel, to obey his laws, believe his Gospel, and observe 
his ordinances. May they say to his Church and people, We 
will go with you, for God is with you, 

As thy glory, O Lord, appearea in the ancient tabernacle, 
and shone before all the people, may thy gloiy fiU all our 
churches, and appear before all the people in the blessed effi- 
cacy of a preached Gospel. As a fire came from the Lord imd 
consumed the sacrifice upon the altar, may the fire of Divine 
graoe come from heaven and consume all our corruption. 

We inmlare thy presence and pace this day. O hear oor 
prayers, ws Jesor «ike> our Mediator and Saviour. Amen. 


FIFTEENTH WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


cheist’s glorious characters. 

Mda%ctK(m* Peru, Ooomhs. Devotion, u u. 

1 Q.0, worship at Iramunuera feet, 

See in his face what wonders meet ; 

Earth is loo narrow to express 
His worth, his glory, or his grace. 

2 The whole creation can afford 

But some faint shadows of my Lord : 

I^^uture, to make his beauties known, 

Must mingle colours not her own. 

3 Is ho a sun ? His beams ore grace, 

His course is joy and lighteousness ; 

Nations rejoice when he appears 

To chase their clouds, and dry their ioan. 

J - WATfi., 146, H. I, 

JOHN III. 

Jo/in*s Teetimony of Chvutl. 

TTE that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, because lie liath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because 
tlieir deeds were evil. 

20 For every one that dooth evil hatelh the light, neither 
cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 

21 But he that docth truth cometh to the light, that his 
deeds may be made manifest, that they arc wrought in God. 

22 Alter these things came Jesus and his disciples into the 
land of Juda;a; and there he tarried with them, and baptized. 

23 And John also was baptizing in Ainon near to Salim 
because there was much water there : and they came, and were 
baptized. 

24 For John was not yet cast into prison. 

25 Then there arose a question between tome of John’s 
disciples aud the Jcw« about purifying. 

26 And they came unto John, and said unto him. Rabbi 
he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest 
witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him. 

27 John answered and said, A man can receive iiothinir 
except it be given him from heaven. 

, ^1.^? yourselves bear me witness, that I said. I am not 
the Christ, but that I am sent before him. 

29 He that hath the bride is the bridegroom : but the friend 
of the bndegroom, which standeth and heareth him, reioiceth 
greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice : this mv iov there- 
fore is fulfilled. 

30 He must increase, but I must decrease. 

31 He that cometh from above is above all ; he that is of 
the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth : he that cometh 
from heaven is above all. 

32 And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth • 

and no man receiveth his testimony. ’ 

83 He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal 
that God 18 true. 

34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God- 
for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him. 

85 ^e Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things 
Into his hanfi. ^ 

36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life : and 
he that believeth not the Son shall not see life: but the wrath 
of God abideik on him. 

■ *1 ■ r I ' „ Ii^nnnjn/njt Ann 

BnittECTOws UPON John hi.— D oes our eternal salvation depend on 
recMTing Chnat, and is eternal perdition the consequence of impeni- 
tently roiocti^ him ? ^en let us seek faith as the greatest Wo^m, 
and avoid nnbehef as tho greatest calamity. Preoious is the li ght of 
tho sui^ but mfimtely more preoious the light of the Gospel Thev 
who nfuse the rada^ of this light ore on the way to To^et, they : 
who loro and Mow it are on the way to Heaven. ^Do we love S h 


Gos])el light ? Then wo have the enoouragiBg evidenoe that we axe 
baptized by Christ’s Spirit. If the baptisiH of John was sought with 
such eagerness by many, with what holy earnestness should we pray 
for the daily baptism of Jesus, whose Spirit alone can wash away the 
vile pollution of our heart ? Many are we afflictions of the righteous, 
but the dark clouds of affliction on earth aro followed by the cdoud- 
less glory of heaven. Let us rejoice in the absolute certainty of the 
universality of Christ’s mediatorial reign on earth. Men have.opposed, 
and will oppose, his reign; they have attempted, and they will attempt, 
to overturn his kingdom. But what is tho power of man, when 
compared with the omnipotence of Christ ? Earthly kingdoms may, 
and must, perish, but Christ’s dominion shall overspread the world, 
and endure for ever. The great Immanuel has appeared on earth ; 
clothed with human flesh, he has made known ana accomplished the 
great salvation. 0 may it be our privilege to beUeye his testimony, 
and receive liis grace ! 

PRAYER. 

' ^ LORIOUS Jehovah, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one 
^ God, and the Lord our God, we would now address thy 
Divine Majesty through Jesus Christ, the way, the truth, and 
the life. 

Exalted Saviour, we adore thee as the light of the world. 
Thou art the bright and morning Star. Thy light hath broken 
tlie night of pagan ignorance and Jewish prejudice. If there 
are any of us in thy presence enveloped with the dark shades 
of spiritual night, may thy blessed beams pierce these dark 
shades, and may our souls be surrounded by the glorious light 
of the day of salvation, O that each one of us, and that all 
our beloved relatives scattered upon the face of the earth, could 
say in the exercise of animating love and lively faith, We 
luiow thy -glories from afar, tbon bright and morning Star! 

Adorable Saviour, thou art tlic Sun of righteousness shining 
in the ‘midst of the Church militant and triumphant with 
mediatorial aud uncreated light. Give us as a family the 
blessedness of thy ^acious beams, that we may grow up in 
righteousness and joy. Hasten the arrival of that glorious 
day, when the dark clouds of pagan idolatry shall no more 
overspread the moral firmament of nations, when thy appear* 
ance shall fill the kingdoms of the earth with joy, and when , 
thy light shall chase tbeir clouds and dry their tears. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, the gi’oss depravity of the world, 
and our own corruption, in the determined opposition and 
deep-rooted aversion manifested against Christ as the true 
light. Wc have loved darkness more than the light, because 
our deeds are evil. Thus wc have exposed ourselves to thv 
condemnation, and it is of the great abundance of thy inei*cy 
that we are not enduring the dreadful sentence of thy con- 
demnation in the abodes of woe. Fill our hearts with love to 
the light. May we come to the light of thy law, that we may 
see the depravity of our hearts and the diseases of our souls • 
and may we come to the light of thy Gospel, that wo may be 
filled with the joys of thy salvation. 

Condescend, merciful Redeemer^ to be the Saviour of our 
dear children. Bring them from the dark and gloomy night 
of a natural state ^ and introduce them into the pleasing and 
peaceful light of sinriiunl dau, 0 enlighten their minds in 
the knowledge of Christ, 

Suffer none of us to die amid the gloomy shades of unoon- 
verted night. Lord, preserve us from such a doom; and may all 
our relative be delivered from a calamity so inconceivably ipreat 
Adored be thy name, O Lord, that, notwithstanding thy lave , 
to thme only begotten Son, thou didst most willingly sur- 
render thy Son to the death for us all. Give us faim m thy 
Son ; then we shall have everlasting life. 

We thank thee for the displays of thy proridential goodawa 
tto day, and we pray for the continuance of thy prwideutial 
kmdnew t^ m^ht. Hear our imperfect prayers, and 
omr multiplied sms, for our dear Redeemeirt iaiff , Am^ 


KFTBENTH WEEK.^TUESDAy MORNING. 


^ TBl IiOVB OF THE SPIRIT. 
ji^daiimMUL GotkenNw* Loeh. Lmafidd l m . 

1 love of the Spirit I sing, 

By whom is redemption applied; 

Who sinners to Jesus can bring, 

And make them his mystical bride. 

2 ^Tis he circumcises their hearts, 

Their callousness kindly removes ; 

Life, light, and affection imparts 
To them that so freely, he loves. 

3 He opens the eyes of tlio blind, 

The beauty of Jesus to view ; 

Ho changes the bent of the mind, 

The glory of God to pursue. 

4 Tlie stubbomest will he can bow, 

The foes that dwell in us restrain ; 

And nono'can be trodden so low, 

But he can revive them again. 

5 His blest renovation begun, 

He dwells in the hearts of his saints ; 

Abandons his temple to none, 

Nor e*er of his calling repents. Anox. 

LEVITICUS XI. 

Clean and unclean Creatures. 

^T^HESE shall ye eat of all that are in tlie watci's : what- 
soever hath fins and scales in the waters, in the seas, and 
in the rivers, thtjm shall ye cat. 

10 And all tliat have not fins and scales in the seas, and in 
the rivers, of all that move in the waters, and of any living 
thing which is in tlie waters, they shall he an abomination 
unto you : 

11 They shall be even an abomination unto you; ye shall 
not eat of their flesh, but yo shall have tlieir carcases in 
abomination. 

12 Whatsoever liath no fins nor scales in the waters, that 
shall be an abomination unto you. 

13 And these are they which yc shall liavo in abomination 
among the fowls ; they shall not be eaten, they are an abomi- 
nation : the eagle, and the ossifrage, and the ospray, 

14 And the vulture, and tlie kite after his kind ; 

' 16 Every raven after his kind ; . 

16 And the owl, and the night hawk, and the cuekow, and 
the hawk after his kind, 

1 7 And the little owl, and the cormorant, and the great owl, 

1 8 And the swan, and the pelican, and tlie gier eagle, 

19 And the stork, the h.eron after her kind, and the lapwing, 
and the bat. 

20 All fowls that creep, going upon all four, shall be an 
abomination unto you. 

21 Yet these may ye eat of every flying creeping thing that 
goeth upon all four, which have legs above their feet, to leap 
withal upon the earth ; 

22 Even these of them ye may cat ; the locust after liis 
kind, and the bald locust after his kind, and the beetle after 
his kind, and the grasshopper after his kind. 

28 But all other flying creeping, things, which have four 
Icet, shall be an abomination unto you, 

29 These also shall be unclean unto you among the creeping 

that creep upon the earth ; the weasel, and the mouse, 
and the tortoise aft^ his kind, 

80 Ajud the ferret, and the chameleon, and the lizard, and 
the snail, and the mole. 

B^LSOXtOKS upoir LEvmctJs xi.— The abundance of God’s provi- 
dential munHcence should 'fill our minds with wonder, and inspire 
our hearts with thankfiilness. He even makes bixmks, rivers, lakes, 
and seas, storehouses te supply <mr wants and to furnish food for our 
a 0 it|^inmit. Wherever we look, we see the humiliating efiects of 
mma ldl and man’s transgresaioa. We see it in the wild beasts of 


tlie field, and in the fishes of tho sea. While of the latter some aw 
good for man, others are dan|;orous to his life, and their flesh injimoua 
to his health. While man’s innocence remainci, all irrational tribes 
of creation were subservient to his will, and contributed to liis 
happiness. In countless instances they aro now rebels against his 
authority, and contribute to his mi8e^)^ In the midst of deserved 
wrath God has remembered our raco with undoscrvetl mercy. If 
! tribes of boasts, and birds, and fishes are unclean and inimical to 
I man, God in the greatness of his goodness has provided among thorn 
! a rich reserve for our nourishment, health, and comfort. Do wo not 
I 800 in unclean animals, and tlic injury which they inflict, an emblem 
of sin in its nature, its influence, and its consequences ? L<d us pray 
. to be delivered from tho power of sin, from tho love of sin, and, in 
due time, from the very being of sin. If we carefully avoid what 
is injurious to tho body, hoiv much more concerned wo should bo to 
avoid sin in all its forma, which destroys the healtli of tho immortal 
Boul ! 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, wc adore thee iu the matchless and 
infinite holiness of thy nature and character. Thy name 
is holy ; holy and reverend is thy name. Tliy throne is holy ; 
thou sitiest on the throne of thy holiness. Tliy heaven is 
holy; and thou wilt hear the prayers of thy people from thy 
holy heaven, and tliou u ilt save them by the strength of thy 
right hand. 

Holy Spirit, teach us graciously to know^ our sinfulness, to 
mourn over our corruptions, to loathe our depravity, to confess 
our unworthiness, and earnestly to long after the beauties of 
holiness. O Lord, thou hast looked down from heaven, and 
thou knowest that we have all gone aside ; there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one. Wc have gone far astray like lost 
sheep, and we have become altogether filthy in thy sight. We 
acknowledge, O Lord, the existence and the strength of our 
lusts. Wc have sinfully and readily surrendered our souls to 
the dominion of our bodily desires. We find a law in our 
members warring against the law of our minds, and attempt- 
ing to bring us into cajitivity to the law of sin which is in our 
members. Alas, how often have we preferred tlic bread that 
|>erisheth before the bread of life ! and the enjoyments and 
comforts of the body before the pure and exalted pleasures 
which flow from an interest in Christ I 

Divine Spirit, deliver and purify us from all our corniptions 
and lusts. May our bodies be made the sauctified temples ol 
the Holy Ghost. Now may we present them living sacrifieesj 
holy and acceptable. This is a reasonable service, and may we 
esteem it our privilege and delight. 

We present the tribute of our tlianksgiving for the ricn 
provision thou hast made for the supply of our bodily wants. 
We thank thee for bread to cat and raiment to wear. We 
praise thee for wholesome food, for bread convenient for us. 
Prevent us, O Lord, from passing over the line of duty, from 
greedily seeking after what is injurious to our bodily health, 
or pernicious to tlic best interests of our soul. May we never 
be left to commit those excesses in eating or drinking which 
may sap the foundations of our liealth, and alliict us with 
those diseases which may bring us to an untimely grave. 

In a particular manner preserve our dear children from the 
snares of company. May they ever manifest an aversion to 
the society oj the foolish and the profane. God forbid that 
ever the allurements of the society of the wicked should 
beguile them into those eivcesses of the flesh which so often 
accomplish the ruin of the souh 

We thank our heavenly Father that wc have been preserved 
through the dangers of another night, and that we arc now 
prostrate before the throne of God. We begin, Lord, our day 
with THEE. Give us thy blessed aid in the duties which are 
before us, and an earnest desire to gloniy thy name. Lord, 
hear thy unworthy petitioners, for JesuV sake, our most 
blessed Saviour. Amen. 

i)t> m 
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THIS VtTLNBSi OF CHRIST. 

Triumph. Homror. (M 104^ r. M. 

1 A FULNESS rogidos ia Jesus our head, 

^ And ever abides to answer our need : 

The Father’s good pleasure has laid up in store 
A plentiful treasure to give to the poor. 

2 Whuto’er be our wants, we need not to foar j 
Our numerous ooin]>laint8 liis mercy will hear; 

His fulness sludl yit^ld us abundant supplies; 

His power shall shield us when dangers arise. 

3 The fountain o’orflows our woes to redress ; 

Still more ho bestows, and grace u]}()n grace ; 

His gifts in abundance we daily receive ; 

He has a redundance for all that believe. 

Fawcett. 

JOHN IV. 

/mt^ and the IloTaan of Samaria,. 

TITHEN thcreiorc the Lord knew how the Pharisees had 
licard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than 

John, 

2 (Thongli Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,) 

3 lie left J udaea, and departed again into Galilee. 

4 And lie must needs go through Samaria. 

5 Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called 
Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his 
son Joseph. 

G Now Jacob's well w^as there. Jesus therefore, being 
wearied wdtli his journey, sat thus on the well : and it was 
about the sixth hour. 

7 Tliere cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus 
saith unto her, Give me to drink. 

8 (For his disciples Avere gone aww unto the city to bay 
meat.) 

9 Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it 
that thou, being a Jcav, askest drink of me, which am a woman 
of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Sama- 
ritans. 

10 Jesus aiisAvered and said unto her, If thou knewest the 
gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; 
thou would cst liave asked of him, and he would have given thee 
livbig water. 

11 Tiie Avoman saith unto him. Sir, thou hast nothing to 
draw with, and the well is deep : from whence then hast thou 
that living water? 

12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us 
the Avell, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his 
cattle ? 

13 Jesus answrered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh 
of this water shall thirst again : 

14 But Avhosocver drinketh of the Avater that I shall give him 
^all never thirst ; but the Avater that I shall give him shall be 
in him a well of Avater springing up into everlasting life. 

15 The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that 
I thirst not, neitlicr come hither to draw. 

16 Jesus saith unto her. Go, call thy husband, and come 
hither. 

17 The w'oman answered and said, I have no husband. 
Jesus said unto her. Thou hast Avell said, 1 have no husband : 

18 For thou hast had five husbands ; and he whom thou 
now hast is not thy husband : in that saidst thou truly* 

^ EivXilcoTTOXfs trpoR JoHK iv.-^Tho jealousy and envy of the Pha- 
risees tended to tlioir own i^iritual death ; but our Saviour employs 
them as an occasion for his paying a visit of mercy to a distant 
timmoe, and jfor pluoking a brand out of the burning; yea, for 
ttftmg up one firom the lowest depths of degradation anS infsmy to 
the shining heii^ts of holiness find grace. What a mysteiT I the 
ton 
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Incarnation of the mighty Qodimfriff even he who gives 
cattle, and herbs for the use of man; ihe ilneemation of the mii^ 
Ood thimti/, who formed all fountains, hakm, rivers^ and streams; 
and the Incarnation of the mighty God umr^, and imrtmg upon the 
side of Jacob’s well, who holds up the pillars of tbo universe I Well 
we may exclaim, What wonders in our Saviour meet!" What 
reason have wc to admire tho condescension of Jesus! It is oon^ 
do8ceiisi.>n in tho Lord of angels even to converse with archangels; 
but Avhu can conceive his matchless condescension in taking pity on 
a degraded woman, the captive of Baton and of her own corrupted 
passioiiA, and in bringing within tho reach of her diseased and thirsty 
soul tho living, refreshing waters of grace Divine ! 

PRAYER. 

I j^XALTED and ever-blessed Jehovah, our God and our 
^ Father in Christ, it is good to draw near unto thee. We 
have found it good to draw near unto thee> and we are en- 
couraged by the invitations of thy mercy again to prostrate 
oui*selvea before thy throne. 

O liord, the earth is full of thy goodness. Thou causest 
grass to grow fVir cattle, and herbs for the use of man ; thou 
briiigcst forth food out of the earth. Thou sendest the springs 
unto the vallevs at bich run among the hills, to gpve drink unto 
every licast of tlic field. While thou fiUest the vast mind of 
an archangel with the exalted blessedness and enjoyment of 
heaven, thou suppliest the Avants of the humble insect, nav, 
the meanest reptile tliat is found on the surface of the earth. 
The winged insect and the winged angel are both equally 
known to thee. 

We humbly and joyfully adore thee as the fountain oi 
mercy — as the God of salvation. We praise thee for the rich 
display of regenerating grace and pardoning mercy we have 
noAv been, permitted to read in the oracles of unerring truth. 
May our fearful hearts be encouraged by the conversion of 
the Avoman of Samaria to hope in God's mercy; and, even 
though our guilt has reached the heavens, may we flee from 
our enormous guilt to that Saviour whose mercy is far above 
the highest heavens. 

Teach us, Holy Spirit, to admire the example of Jesus, fUid 
to imitate his blessed example, as far as it is within our reach. 
May we admire and imitate our Saviour’s zeal, whose meat 
and whose drink was to do the will of Jiis heavenly Father, 
and to seek and save that which was lost. Blessed Jesus, we 
rejoice that neither hunger nor thirst impeded thee in thy 
merciful search. Thou art the overflowing fountain of mercy 
and grace. All the blessings of salvation are streams of good* 
ness which floAV from thy Divine and mediatorial fulness^ to 
animate and cheer the hearts of those who are ready to pensh. 
Give us, O Jesus, to drink of those waters. We take en- 
couragement to ask, from thine own invitation, and from thine 
own prwnise to bestow. O give us that grace which slydl be 
in us a well of water springing up into everlasting life. May 
we see the complete emptiness of all earthly things aad earthly 
comforts compared with thee. Let no want afann us when 
we think that in thee resides an infinite ftdness. Let no 
danger distress us when we think of the shield of thine omni- 
potent power, that shall defend when dangers arise. 

O lead the dear children to thh$eifa$ the Dhinefoiintain. 
May they hunger and thiret e^er righteouiMiM ; and may 
they pant after thy iahatiotu 
May we retire to rest, gratefully impressed with fhe mevdies 
of the day ; may we. retire to rest, exeroiaing impUoit d«pen<» 
deuce on our G^ during the darkness and inlenoe of 
Hear our prayer and forgive our sin, for thy 
is great: turn unto us, according to the mulritdde ofthy 
mercies; then will we extol, and honour and ikmik mm mam 
the^ our fathers’ God. AU we ask is for the sdto df wfoim 
Christ, our liord and Saviour^ Amelia 
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^ ttn ooirtBmKi. 

d nil ^ i i* Mkidtm, WMhtler. i.k. 

1 T OBD, lamvila, ooueeivadin^ 

•Li And bom unholy md uuolean ; 

Aptunii; f^om th# man whose guilty fall 
dormpte the race, and taints us au. 

9 Soon as. we draw our infant breath, 

The seeds of sin grow up for death: 

Thr law demands a perfect heart, 

Btit we’re defiled in every part. 

$ Behold, I fall befbre thy face; 

Hjr (mly refh^ is thy grace : 

Ko outward ferms can moke me clean ; 

The leprosy lies deep within. 

LEVITICUS XIV. 

The CUnnmg of the Uptir. 

A the Loan spake unto Moses, saying, 

2 This shall be the law of the leper in the day of his 
cleansing : He shall be brought unto the priest : 

8 Ana the priest shaU go forth out of the camp ; and the 
priest shall look, and, behold, \f the plague of leprosy be 
nealed in the leper ; 

4 Then shall the priest command to take for him that is to 
be cleansed two birds alive a7id clean, and cedar wood, and 
scarlet, and hyssop : 

6 And the priest shall command that one of the birds be 
killed in an earthen vessel over running water : 

6 As for the living bird, he shall take it, and the cedar 
wood, and the scarlet, and tlie hyssop, and shall dip them and 
the living bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over 
the running water : 

7 And he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed 
the leprosy seven times, and shall pronounce him clean, 

and sliall let the living bird loose into the open field. 

’8 And he that is to be cleansed shall w^ash his clothes, and 
shave off all his hair, and wash himself in water, that he may 
bo clean ; and after that he shall come into the camp, and 
shall tarry abroad out of his tent seven days. 

9 But it shall be on the seventh day, that he shall shave all 
his hair off his head, and his beard, and his eyebrows, even all 
his hair he shall shave off : and he shall wash his clothes, also 
he shaB wash Ids flesh in water, and he shall be clean. 

10 And on the eighth day he shall take two he lambs without 
blemish, and one ewo lamb of the first year without blemish, 
and three tenth deals of fine flour /or a meat offering, mingled 
with oil, and one log of oil. 

11 And the priest that maketh him clean shall present the 
that is to be made clean, and those things, before the 

Loan, at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation : 

19 And the priest shall offer the sin offering, and make an 
atonement for him that is to be cleansed from liis uncleauncss ; 
and aftei wards he shall kill the burnt offering : 

20 And the priest shall offer the burnt offering and the 
meat offering upon the altar: and the priest shall make an 
atonement for mm, and he shall be clean. 

21 And if he poor, and cannot get so much ; then he 
riuA take one lamb for a trespass offering to be waved, to 
make an atonement for him, ana one tenth deal of fine flour 
mingled with oil for a meat offering, and a log of oil; 

22 And two turtle doves, or two young pigeons, such as he 
18 able to get; and the one shall be a sin offering, and the 
other a burnt oflbring. 

2$ And he shall bring them on the eighth day for his 
^(Mmsing unto the priest, unto the door of the tab<^acle of 
the bdbie the Lone. 

urinr tatviTicus mv.-^The leprosy of the body is a 
slrikifiig emhlein of dn, the tjdritnid leprbsy of the soul. How vile 


—how loathsome the leprosy of the body ; infinitely more vile and 
loathsomo is sin, the leprosy of the soul, in the eyo of saints, of 
angels, and of God I Body leprosy is infectious. How infectious ia 
sin, and how extensively and rapidly has the infection spread 1 In 
ancient days no natmd antidote was found to remove the lepros}^ ; 
it could only be removed by the intervention of the merciful power 
of God. A cure is found for healihg, for removing, yea, effectually 
removing, the leprosy of sin. The rigbteousness of Christ is the 
antidote by which the guilt of sin is removed. Tho influences of his 
Spirit foim the antidote by which the pollution of sin is completely 
taken away. Lepers wore separated from tho rest of the community. 
Sin separates tho soul from God, from his church ; and, unless a cure 
is effected, will for over exclude the leprous soul from tho heavenly 
Canaan, tho fair paradise above. Important means were appointed 
for removing tho leprosy of the body ; to many they might appear 
strange and inefficient; but, unless the appointed means were 
employed, tho disease must remain and continue its ravages until 
tho patient expires. God has appointed means for healing the 
leprosy of sin : death eternal depends upon their neglect ; but life 
eternal upon their use. Muy tho Holy Spirit give us grace daily to 
employ those divinely-appointed means ! Amen. 

PRAYER. 

B lessed Lord God, in drawing near thy sacred throne 
may we be deeply impressed with thy spotless holiness. 
In ourselves we are infinitely unfit and iiilinitely unwortiiy to 
hold fellowship with thee, seeing that the very heavens are 
not clean in thy sight. 

May the affecting account we have now read of the leprosy 
of the body lead onr thouglits to the contemplation of the 
far more dreadful leprosy of the soul ; and may the animating 
description we have read of the miraculous cure of that loath- 
some bodily disease, remind us of tlie supernatural cure of tho 
leprosy of sin by tho blood and spirit of Christ. 

We desire to be humbled in the dust before thee, on account 
of our degenerate and polluted origin. We were conceived 
in sin, and when we were born our natures were unholy and 
unclean. We would mouni over the alarming change which 
has been accomplished by the apostacy of Adam, our covenant 
head. Alas, by one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin ; and so death has passed on all men, for that all have 
sinned ! What reason have wo to be grieved tliat, in our hearts 
and lives, the seeds of sin witli which were born have grown 
up to such maturity and strength I We acknowledge the 
power and influence of our bodily desires, which have beguiled 
our souls, and led us into the perplexing lal)yrinth8 of sin. 
And ^ve confess tlic still iiuue dreadful passions of our minds, 
which have long diRCovered the most hostile opposition to thee 
our God. Wc would confess, witli humility, contrition, and 
shame, that by the lusts of our flesh and the corruptions of 
our mind wc arc infinitely loathsomo before the eyes of thy 
spotless holiness ; and we acknowledge that, by the guilt of 
actual transgressions countless as the hairs of our head, we 
have exposed ourselves to thy justice, and have mode ourselves 
liable to thy wrath and curse. 

Open the eyes of our dear children to see their sinfulness 
by nature and practice. Teach them most earnestly to cry 
to thee for holiness and pardon. May we see them arrayed 
in the beauties of holiness. 

Lord, make us a holy family. We pray not that we may 
be elevated to earthly wealth or worldly honours, but we pray 
for the ornaments of grace, deliverance from the leprosy of 
sin, and emancipation from the fetters of its guilt. O gpve us 
these blessings, through the righteousness and the spirit of 
Christ. 

We would render thanks tor the repose and protectioa of 
the last night, and this day would lean upon the arm of our 
God for guidance and defence. O hear our prayers, for Jesus* 
sake, our Surety and lutareessor. Amen. 

nn 2 SOS 


FIFTEENTH WEEK.--WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


THE 8PIEITUALITY OP GOD. 
Admiration. Bradley. Fawcett, PavFt, 

1 ^HOU art, 0 God! a Spirit pure, 

* Invisible to mortal eyes ; 

The immortal, and the ct<3rnal King, 
The great, the good, the only wise. 

2 Whilst nature changes, and her works 
Corrupt, decay, dissolve, and die, 

Thy essence pure no change shall see, 
Secure of immortality. 

3 Thou great Invisible, what himcl 
Can draw thy imago spotless fair ? 

To what in heaven, to What on earth, 
Can men the immortal ICing compare ? 

4 Lc^t stupid heathens frame their gods 
Of gold and silver, wood and stone ; 
Ours is the God that made the heavens ; 
Jt^hovah he, and God alone. 


NiucmiAM. 


JOHN IV. 

Conversion of the Woman of Samaria. 

woman saith unto him, Sir, 1 perceive that thou art a 
prophet. 

20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain ; and yc say, 
that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. 

21 Jesus saith unto her. Woman, believe me, the hour 
cometh, when ye shall neither in this luoimtain, nor yet at 
Jerusalem, worship the Father. 

22 Ye worship ye know not what : we know what we w^or- 
ship; for salvation is of the Jews. 

23 But the hour cometh, aud now is, w^hen the true worship- 
pers shall worship the leather in spirit and in truth : for the 
Father secketh such to worship him. 

24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth. 

25 The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias 
cometh, which is called Christ ; when lie is come, he will tell 
us all things. 

26 Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he, 

27 And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that he 
talked with the woman : yet no man said, What seekest thou? 
or, Why talkest thou with her ? 

28 The woman then left her waterpot, aud went her way 
into the city, and saith to the men, 

29 Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I 
did : is not this the Christ ? 

80 Then they went out of the city, and came unto him. 

31 In the meanwhile his disciples prayed him, saying, 
Master, eat. 

32 But he said unto them, I have meat to cat that yc know 
not of. 

83 Therefore said the disciples one to another. Hath any 
man brought him ought to eat ? 

34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him 
that sent me, and to finish his work. 

35 Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh 
harvest ? behold, I say unto you. Lift up your eyes, and look ’ 
on the fields ; for they are white already to harvest. 

86 And he that rcapeth rcceivctli wages, and gathereth fruit 
unto life eternal : that noth be that sow'etli and he that rcnpelh 
may rejoice together. 

37 And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another 
reimeth. 

W I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour : 
other men labotired, and ye arc entered into their labours. 

BsixiotiOES rroir Jonir rv.— How kindly, and gently, and wisely, 
3esQs"led the woman of Samaria step by step, until ho conducted her 
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into the sheepfold of salvation ! Astonished at the wisdom, ptn^ 
tration, and discernment of Christ, she found Jesw was a popbet 
Have we found he is our Prophet ? Have we r^oioed in the bound* 
less treasures of wisdom and knowledge laid up in him for enlighten* 
ing his Church in all ages ? Blessed are they who know, love, and 
adore God, as the only object of religious worship. May we never 
forget how God ought to be worshipped, and how he requires to be 
worshipped. The worship which God deserves is the wmrahip of the 
heart, and ho is graciously willing to send his Spirit to teach us to 
present this worship. In the woman of Samaria we see what con- 
version is, and what an astonishing change conversion produces ou 
the heart and life. True converts arc truly useM : if we ore con- 
verted ourselves, we shall desire and seek the conversion of others. , 

prayer! 

G reat and glorious Jehovah, thou art a Spirit, and they 
who worship thee should worship thee in spirit and in 
truth. O that we were among the true worshipers, who 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth 1 Thou, 0 Father, 
seekest such to worship thee, and none else can approach thee 
with acceptance. 

We confess that we have often drawn near to thee with the 
mouth 'y we hfiu e presented our bodies before thee, while our 
hearts have been far from thee. Alas, our services have been 
often carnal and lifeless, and we have been ready to exclaim 
with Israel of old, respecting our most valuable privileges and 
thy most sacred ordinances, What a weariness ! Such has 
been the manner in which we have engaged in thy worship, 
that thou mightst justly have addressed us as thou didst the 
formalists of an Old Testament church : To what purpose is 
the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? When ye come to 
appear before me, ayIio hatli required this at your hand to 
tread ray courts? 

Deliver us, O Lord, from hypocrisy, in all our religious 
observances. Teach us to love thee, the object of religious 
worship, and teach us to love all tlie ordinances which respect 
thy worship, and to love thy sanctuary, where thou art more 
especially worshipped. Give us thy holy Spirit; then shall 
we draw near the mercy-scat in the full assurance of faith, 
and in the enjoyment of godly sincerity. 

Exalted Saviour, we desire to adore thcc in the condescen* 
sion and mercy thou didst exercise toward the woman of 
Samaria. We adore thee iru that power and energy which 
reached her heart, which awakened her conscience, which 
subdued her corruptions, which changed her habits, and which 
adorned her soul with the rich and imperishable ornaments of 
salvation. As thou didst manifest thyself to her as the true, 
the promised Messiah, graciously manifest th 3 rself to us as our 
I Divine Redeemer. We adore thee as the searcher of hearts. 
Search us and try us, and see if there be any wicked way in 
us, and lead us in the way everlasting. 

Take our beloved children^ and open up to their view their 
own hearts, O let the quickening’ in^uence of thy epirit 
reach their souly that they may so be convinced of sin as to 
I exclaimy What must we do to be saved ? 

Fill our hearts with compassion towards our graoelcss and 
Christlcss relations. May we resemble the woman of Samaria, 
in an earnest desire for the salvation of all in whom we are 
interested. May wc call upon them, and invito them, aud 
allure them to the courts of thy house, that they may see tlio 
Redeemer of men, and hear the voice of him who awakes dcod 
souls into life, and, when this mortal career comes to a close, 
raises them to the joys of heaven. 

Lord, forgive our daily sins, bless our daily duties, and 
make us truly thankful for our daily mercies. Preserve us 
through the night, and restore us in safety to another di^. 
Asleep or awake, may we still be with thee. Savin^y iamem 
thy Word on all our hearts, and hear our prayers, m 
sake, our blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen. * 


FIFTEENTH WEEK.— THURSDAY MORNING. 


CHlUiT AXD AABON. 

Om wim Sbot^ Okutoh, Jffairrinffton* Sraintne. Maubtom, o.m. 

1 TESUSi in thee oar ejes behold 
^ A thousond glorios moro 

Than tho ricn gems and polished gold 
The sons of Aaron wore. 

2 They first their own burnt offerings brought, 

To purge themselres from sin : 

Thy life was pure, without a spot, 

And all thy nature clean. 

3 Jesus, the King of Glory, reigns 

On Sion’s heavenly hill, 

Looks like a Lamb that has been slain, 

And wool's his priesthood still. Watte, 145 , B I , 


LEVITICUS XVI. 

The Pnest enterifi^ inio the holy Plaae* 

A ND the Loud spake unto Moses after the death of the two 
sons of Aaron, when they offered before the Lord, and died; 

2 And the Lord said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy 
brother, that he come not at all times into the holy place within 
the vail before the mercy seat, which is upon the ark ; tliat he 
die not ; for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat. 

8 Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place : ivith a young 
bullock for a sin offering, and a ram for a burnt offering. 

4 He shall put on the holy linen coat, and he shall liavc the 
linen breeches upon his flesh, and shall be girded with a linen 
girdle, and with the linen mitre shall he be attired : these are 
holy garments ; therefore shall he wash his flesh in water, and 
so put them on. 

6 And he shall take of the congregation of the cliildren of 
Israel two kids of the goats for a sin offering, and one ram for 
a burnt offering. 

6 And Aaron shall offer his bullock of the sin offering, which 
w for himself, and make an atonement for himself, and for his 
house. 

7 And he shall take the two goats, and present them before 
the Lord al the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

8 And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats ; one lot for 
the Lord, and the other lot for the scape-goat. 

9 And Aaron shall bring the goat upon w hich the Lord’s 
lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering. 

10 But the goat, on which the lot fell to be the scape-goat, 
shall be presented alive before the Lord, to make an atone- 
ment with him, a7id to let him go for a scape-goat into the 
wilderness. 

1 1 And Aaron shall bring the bullock of the sin offering, 
which is for himself, and shall make an atonement for himself, 
and for his house, and shall kill the bullock of the sin offering 
which is for himself; 

12 And he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire 
from off the altar before the Lord, and his hands full of sweet 
incense beaten small, and bring tl within the vail : 

13 And he shall put the incense upon the fire before the 
Lord, ihsii the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat 
that is upon the testimony, that he die not : 

14 And he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and 
sprinkle it with his finger upon the mercy seat eastward; 
and beffore the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with 
his'fingi^ seven times. 

16 lion shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is 
for the people, and bring his blood within the vail, and do 
with that blood as he did with the blood of the bullock, and 
qprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat ; * 

16 And he shall make on atonement for the lioly place 
because of the imoleanneas of the children of Israel, and 
because of ^eir tranmesaions in all their sins : and so shall 
he for the tabemame of the congregation, that remaineth 
among them in the midst of tiiefr undeanness. 


Eeixbotions upoh Leviticus xvi. — What a remarkable diffemioe 
betwixt worshipping God in Old Testament dajrs and In Kew Testa* 
ment times ! In tho former, it was accompanied with great fear and 
trembling ; in tho latter, it is accompanied with great liberty, con- 
fidence, and peace. Much preparation was required on tho part of 
Aaron before lie entered upon the services of tlie Sanctuary; and 
this should remind us of tho preparation of heart wo need for 
approaching God on earth, and tnat meetness which we require for 
worshipping God in heaven. We need to be sprinkled with the 
blood of Christ; that is, to have an interest in the atonement and 
righteousness which Jesus completed by the shedding of bis blood, 
and by the laying down of his life. And wo need to bo sprinkled 
by th^ influences of tho Spirit of Christ, and to bo graciously assimi- 
lated to the Divine likeness. It is thus, and thus alone, wo con be 
fitted for an acceptable appearanco before the throne of grace here, 
and tlic throne of glory liereaftcr. 

PRAYER. 

B lessed Lord God, whose gracious presence we approach 
in the name of Clirist, thou art a God of holiness and 
justice, and the Lord our God. Thou scest sin to be an infi- 
nite evil with the eye of thy purity, and thy justice necessarily 
requires satisfaction for sins committed against thy Divine 
majesty. To those who impenitently obey unrighteousness, 
thou, O Lord, wilt render indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil. Tliough 
thou art merciful, thou art also just, and wilt by no means 
clear the guiltv who resist thine authority and despise thy 
grace. O Lora, how incomprehensibly dreadful is thy wrath! 
Who can stand before thee when once thou art angry? Who 
can abide the fierceness of thine indignation? When thy 
wrath is kindled but a little, blessed are they who put their 
trust in thcc. At thy wrath the earth shall tremble, and the 
nations shall not be able to abide tbinc indignation. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, that we are the guiltv and de- 
generate descendants of Adam, our covcnaut-hcaci. Justly 
inightst thou say of us what thou didst say respecting ancient 
Israel : Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth : for tho Lord 
hath spoken ; I have nourished and brought up children, and 
tliey have rebelled against me. I’he ox knoweth his owner, 
and the ass his master’s crib ; but my people do not know, my 
people do not consider : they have forsaken the Lord, they 
have provoked the Holy One of Israel imto anger, aud are 
gone away backward. 

Our first father has left us in a state of condemnation ; and 
we have most grievously added to our condemnation by our 
multiplied and aggravated sins. 0 Lord, we acknowledge 
that, unless thy justice is satisfied for our guilt, we can never 
taste the sweets of thy mercy, nor see the smiles of thy com- 
passion. We arc unable to make atonement for our sins. 
Thou canst not be pleased with a first-born for a transgres- 
sion, nor with the fruit of the body for the sin of the soul. 
Thy Son alone could make atonement; thy Son alone has 
made atonement. In the goat which Aaron slew on the day 
of atonement may wc see the type oi Christ, who made atone- 
ment for the sins of men ; and in the scape-goat may vee see a 
figure of Jesus, who carried the guilt of an elect world away, 
as to a distant >vildemess, where it could never be found. 

May our dear children obtain a sight of their sitfulness 
and guilt. May they see their sin and their Saviour, before 
they reach maturity of years, and before they are entangled 
by the snares and perplexities of Ife. 

Soon may the doctrine of atonement by the righteousness 
of Christ overspread the earth, and idolatieus nations forsake 
their false sacrifices for sin. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for the blessings of the night, and 
implore thy grace for the duties and engagements of the day. 
Hoar thine unworthy petitioners, for Jesus’ sake, our most 
merciful Saviour. Amen. 


FIFTEENTH WEEK.— THURSDAY EVENING. 


PRKCIOVS FAITH. 

CbinierMsS. Suttfm CoU^field. Emfitld, *• 

I ’pAITH !— ’tis n i)reciou8 grace, 

Where’er it is bestowed ; 

It boasts of tt celostiul birth, 

And is the gift of God ! 

% It hears the prophet’s voice, 

The teacher sent from heaven; 

And says, No lesson ’s half so sweet 
As those whioh he has given. 

3 Jesus it owns a king, — 

An all-atoning priest; 

It claims no merit of its own. 

But looks for all in Christ. 

4 To liim it lends the soul, 

When filled with deep distress; 

Flies to the fountain of his blood. 

And trusts his righteousness. 

Beddoub. 


JOHN IV. 

Ctmvti'sion of ikt Samaritans, 

A ND many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him 
for the saying of the woman, which testified, He told me 
aU that ever I did. 

40 So when the Samaritans were come unto liim, they he- 
sought him that he would tarry with tliein : and he abode 
there two days. 

41 And many more believed because of his owm word; 

42 And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because 
of thy saying : for w^e have heard him ourselves, and know that 
this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world. 

4*3 Now after two days he departed thence, and went into 
Galilee. 

44 For Jesus himself testified, that a pro]>hct hath no honour 
in his own country. 

46 Then, wlien he was come into Galilee,, the Galilceans 
received him, having seen all the things that he did at Jeru- 
salem at the feast : for they also went unto the feast. 

46 So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he 
made the w^ater wine. And there was a certain nobleman, 
whose son was sick at Capernaum. 

47 When ho heard that Jesus was come out of Judaea into 
Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him that he would 
come down, and heal his son : for he was at the point of death. 

48 Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and won- 
ders, ye will not believe. 

49 The nobleman saith unto him. Sir, come down ere my 
child die. 

60 Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. And 
the man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, 
and he went his way. 

61 And as he was now going down, his servants met him 
and told Aim, saying, Thy son liveth. 

62 Then enquired he of them the hour when he began to 
amend. And they said unto him. Yesterday at the seventh 
hour the fever left him. 

68 So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the 
which Jesus said unto him. Thy son liveth: and himself be- 
and his whole house. 

64 This is again the second miracle that Jesus did when' 
lie w^as come out of Judsea into Galilee. 


fian»acno3ni upov Jomr rv. — In a state of nature the woman of 
^read ahrood the contagion of sin : in a state of grace she 
Malously sad extensively roread abroad the fame of Christ as the 
giwit Imssiah, and as the IHvine and merciful Physician, by whom 
gpnft ^ maiiidy of sin could be healed, eternal death prevented, 
200 


and eternal life erdoyod. The erfl die ftttiirfjr difthwd, m 
filled her mind mth painful regret j the ^ Oft«'jr«fl» 
instrumental in accomplishing, must .have filled her heart ‘inth nil* 
speakuble joy. Have we found Christ precious r Let us offeotioa- 
ateiy recommend him to others, as wilUng and able, to save to the 
very uttermost. May the faith of the nobleman nffect our minds 
with the value and the usefulness of that grace. ^ If wo seek it as 
silver, wo sliall find what is more valuable than silver; and search 
for it as for hidden treasures, we shall obtain a hy whioh will 
lock the boundless treasury of heaven. 


PRAYER. 

O LORD, we adore thee as infinitely exalted in thy nature, 
attributes, dominion, glory, and blessedness, beyond the 
very uttermost conception of men or ousels. Thy glorious 
name is exalted above all blessing and praise. Thou shalt be 
exalted among the heathen, and thou shalt be exalted in the 
earth. Soon may the millennial day dawn on our fallen md 
benighted world, when thou shalt be exalted as a redeeming 
God, in the believing and adoring admiration of the inhabi- 
tants of heathen lands. Thou art exalted, O God, above the 
heavens ; let thy glory shine above all the earth. Teach ut 
as a ianiily to praise the Lord, to call upon his name, to declara 
his doings among the people, and to make known that hm 
name is exalted. 

We bless thee that we have tasted this day of thy providen- 
tial goodness, and that we have reason now to sing, as we have 
had reason in all the past periods of our life. How great is thy 
goodness ! Lord, forgive our deficiency in duty this day, and 
wherein we have been guilty in feeling more anxious care 
about the perishing concerns of time than the important reali- 
ties of eternity. We need, most gracious God, to be daily 
washed in the lavcr of a Redeemer’s righteousness. May 
goodness and mercy follow us all our days, ^ We commend 
om-selvcs afresh to thy paternal care this night. May our 
persons and our dwellings be preserved. Bo a wall of fire 
around us as a family, and be the glory in the midst of us. 
When our days and nights cease, may we enter upon a day 
in heaven, which shall endure for ever, and which shall be 
rendered infinitely blessed by the unveiled glories of God and 
the Lamb. 

May the Word of life wc have now rekd be profitable to our 
souls, by the gracious influences of the Divine Spirit. May 
the conduct of the woman of Samaria fill us with shame, that 
wc have shown so little concern for the salvation of our be^ 
loved connections who are far from God. Lord, make us 
instruments in prevailing on them to frequent thy sacred 
sanctuaiy, where the voice of mercy is to be hdard, and Where 
the blessings of salvation are to be found. 

As the Samaritans and Galileans believed and received 
Christ, may wc believe in him as the prpmised Messiah, tmd 
receive him in all his offices and relations. Holy Spirit, in- 
spire us with faith. May our faith be strong, like that of ' 
the nobleman who commended his dying son to a mercifiil 
Redeemer. 

' Lord JesKSy have mercy on our dear children. By nature 
they are dead in trespasses and sins ; we f may 

be spiritually alive. Say to uSy 0 Saviour^ shy eon Uvethi 
thy daughter liveth. 

Lord, make us a believing family. As the nobleman be- 
lieved, and all his house, may we who are heads of this family 
believe, and all our house. May we believe in Chat's divi- 
nity and humanity, and in his ability and willingness to lavea 
May we ever believe in the personality and work of the 
Spirit, and all be made the aulujeots of his saving moe* . IKfo I 
beseech thee, O Lord, to hear these our pr^erx wbqiA ^ 
merits and intercession of Jesus Christi our Lam mA j 

Amen. i 


WITIENTH WEEK.— PEIDAY MORNING. 


€H1118T’i ATOKllCBNT. 

B^Max Chatkam* ffiiUciiL r. m. 

'1 ^ THOu who didst thy glory leaye, 

^ Apostttto sinnors to rc&ioTo 
From nature’s deadly fall, — 

If thou hast bought me with a piioe, 

My siuB against mo ne’er shall rise^ 

For thou host bomo thorn all. 

*2 And wast thou punished in my stead? 

Didst thou without tho city bleed 
To expiate my stain ? 

On earth my God vouchsafed to dwell, 

And made of infinite avail 
The sufibrings of tho man. ToeLADv. 


LEVITICUS XVI. 

Scape-ffoat, 

A ND when ho hath made an end of reconciling the holy 
place, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and the 
altar, be shall bring the live goat : 

21 And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the 
live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the chil- 
dren of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, 
putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him 
away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness : 

22 And the ^oat shall bear upon him all tlieir iniquities 
unto a laud not inhabited : and he shall let go the goat in the 
wilderness. 

23 And Aaron sliall come into the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and shall put off the linen garments, which he 
put on when he went into the holy place, and shall leave 
them there : 

2 A And he shall wash his flesh willi water in the holy place, 
and put on his garments, and come forth, and offer his buiuit 
offering, and the burnt offering of the p(;ople, and make an 
atonement for himself, and for the people. 

25 And tho fat of the sin offering shall he burn upon tho 
altar. 

26 And he that let go the goat for the scape-goat shall wash 
his clothes, and bathe his flesh in water, and afterward come 
into the camp. 

27 And the bullock for the sin offering, and the goat for 
the sin ofibring, whose blood was brought in to make atone- 
ment in the holy place, shall one carry forth without the camp; 
and they shall burn in the fire their skins, and their flesh, and 
their dung. 

28 And he that bumeth them shall wash his clothes, and 
bathe his flesh in water, and afterward he shall come into the 
camp, 

29 And this shall be a statute for ever unto you ; that in 
the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, ye shall 
a^ct your souls, and do no work at all, whether it be one of 
your own country, or a stranger that sojoumeth among you : 

80 For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for 
you, to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins 
Wore the Lord. 

81 It ehall be a sabbath of rest unto 'you, and ye shall afliict 
your souls, by a statute for ever. 

82 And the piiest, whom he shall anoint, and whom he 
shall consecrate to minister in the priest’s ofiSce in his father’s 
stc^l, shaft make the atonement, and shall put on the linen 
clothes, even ^ hdy ^rments x 

88 And he shall mtdLe an atonement for the holy sanctuary, 
ai^d he shpfU make an atonement for the tabernacle of the 
aongiegatioh, an for the altar, and he shall make an atone- 
ment for the priaits, and Ibr all the people of the congregation. 

^ he an everlasting statute untojrou, to 

ah^nemWt ^ ^e children of Israel for all their sins 
adoe a yesKf And he did as the Loan eommanded Moses. 


Rotlibctions upon Lxvmcus xvi. — It is our privilege to lay our 
hands on Jesus, who willingly undertook to bear the load of our guilt, 
and, laying our hands on Jesus, minutoly and penitently to confess our 
sins in their multitude, enormity, ana long continuance, and with 
behoving confidonoo to implore a full, ftee, and eternal pardon, through 
the merit of the atonement made by our moroiful and Divine Surety. 
Did tho scape-goat ceremonially hike away tho sins of Israel to a 
land unknown, that they shoula be romembcivd no more ? If wo 
believe in Jesus as our Surety, wo shall find that he lias for over 
removed our guilt, and tliat our sins shall never bo brought up m 
remembrance against us ; wo shall find that a gracious and forgiving 
God has cast our sins into tho lowest depths of tho sea of his forget- 
fulness, never to appear against us for our condemnation. How 
infinitely important it is to lay our souls and our sins on Jesus, in 
tho exerciso of appropriating faith. On such on act depends an 
eternity of blessedness and joy. 

PRAYER. 

E ver blessed and eternally glorious Lord God, our God 
and Father in Christ, we feel our unworthiness and our 
unfitness to approach thy sacred presence. When we enter 
on services so sacred and solemn, graciously fulfil in our 
experience thy faitliful promise, I will instruct thee, and teach 
thee in the way which thou shalt go ; I will guide thee with 
mine eye. Lord, instruct us and teach us ; and ever may we 
enjoy the guidance of thine unerring wisdom, in our approaches 
to thy tltrone, and in all the other duties of our lioly faith. 
What reason have we at all times to pray in the language of 
Elilni : 'Fcach us what we sliall say unto thee ; for we cannot 
order our speech by reason of darkness ! 

Receive, O Lord, the tribute of our praise for all the mercies 
poured into our cup. In many instances our cup has run over. 

In particular we thank thee for the safety, sleep, and refresh* 
ment of the last night. May the good hand of thy providence 
defend us this day from the snares of the world, the tempta- 
tions of Satan, and the corruptions of our own heart. Enable 
us earnestly to pray, that this and every future day may be 
still wiser than the past ; and that when we all our life survey, 
grace may sustain at last through deatli’s dark vale. 

May the ver^^ interesting things we have now read respect- 
ing tlie ceremonial atonement observed by the Jewish church, 
produce in our minds a lively sense of the unspeakable neoes- 
‘ sity and the inestimable worth of that blessed atoueinput which 
Jesus made by the sacrifice of himself. As Aaron laid his 
bands, and confessed his sins and those of tho people, oU the 
head of the scape-goat, which carried ceremonially tlie guilt 
away to a land unknown, so may we by faith lay our hands on 
the head of Jesus, our Dhine sacrifice; on him may we con- 
fess our sins, and may we believe with a lively faith that his 
atoning righteousness has taken all our guilt away. Blessed 
Saviour, may we be filled with adoring wonder, gratitude, and 
joy, that for a season thou didst leave the glory of thy cel^tial 
mansions, and visit our world of sin and misery, that fallen 
men might be recovered, and blessed with paidon, liappiness, 
and immortality, liltemal praises to thy name, that thou didst 
not only bear the guilt of thy Church on thine own body upon 
the tree, but that thou didst bear it all away. 

Thou'holy, just, and gracious Jehovah, whom we have <rf- 
fended by our sins, look not on us as we have sinned, but look 
to thine anointed one : 0 look to thy beloved Son I See the 
righteousness be wrought out ; O see the atonement he made I 
— ^sec the blood he shed t then shall we behold thy smiles, and 
tlien our guilt shall be buried in the sea of thy forgetfcJi^ess- I 
0 Jesus, we bring our children io theCf the atoning 
qf Qod. Take from them the deformity qf their eme^ emd 
put upon them the best robe of thy righteousness* 

We offer up our prayer in Jeaur name, to whom, wltik 
father and Holy Ghost, we asmibe the kingdom, the pcmefi 
and gloiy, m ever and ever. Amen. 


•r 



fifteenth week. — FRIDAY EVENING. 


toot or DETBESDA. 

MumA. 8t, Lawrence Jewry. Ihteden, Hordoy* L.2a* 

1 IT OW long, thou faithful God, shall I 

Here in thy ways forgott;en lie ? 

When shall the means of healing bo 
The channels of thy gi’aco to me ? 

2 Sinners on every side step in, 

And wash away their stain and sin 
But I, a helpless, sin-sick soul, 

<^till lie expiring at the pool. I 

8 Thou seest mo lying at the pool, 

I would, thou know^st I w^ould be whole ; 

0 let the troubled waters move, 

And minister thy healing love. Akon. 

JOHN V. 

Jeeue cureth a Man on the Sabbath»day. 

A fter this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went 
up to Jerusalem. 

a Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, 
which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five 
porches. 

8 In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, 
halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water. 

4 For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, 
and troubled the water : whosoever then first after the troubling 
of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease 
he had. 

6 And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity 
thirty and eight years. 

6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now 
a long time in that case, he saith unto him. Wilt thou be 
made whole ? 

7 The impotent man answered him. Sir, I have no man, 
when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool : but while 
I am coming, another steppeth down before me. 

8 Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. 

9 And immediately the man was made whole, and took up 
his bed, and walked ; and on the same day was the sabbath. 

10 The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, It is 
the sabbath day : it is not lawful for thee to carry thy l)ed. 

11 He answered them. He that made me whole, the same 
said unto me. Take up thy bed, and walk. 

12 Then asked they him. What man is that which said unto 
thee. Take up thy bed, and walk ? 

And he that was healed wist not who it was ; for Jesus 
had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in that place. 

14 Afterwards Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said 
\mto him. Behold, thou art made whole : sin no more, lest a 
worse thing come unto thee. 

16 The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus, 
which had made him whole. 

16 And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought 
to slay him, because he had done these things on the sabbath 
day. 

17 But Jesus answered them. My Father worketh hitherto, 
and I work. 

18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because ' 
he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that Ood 
was his Father, making himself equal with God. 

Bstumciioks upok Jouk V. — ^What a blessing was the pool of 
Bethesda to thousands! The name signifies a house of mercy. 
Appropriate name I for many who bathed in the waters of the sacred 
pMd experienced the miraculous mercy of Ood when their loathsome, 
painfitd, loBg^*continued diseases were healed, and when they were 
ffsstoved to the ei^'pyment of health and aU its accompanying blessings. 
Are not the ordinances of the Gospel (^iritual pooLi of Bethesda? 


What multitudes in all ages have stepped down into th^ pools, 
bathed in their waters, and have obtomed a blessed deliverance nom 
all the loathsome maladies of their souls ? There was only one pool 
of Bethesda. Let us rejoice in the number of our spiritual pools of 
Bethesda, found wherever the glorious Gospel is proclaimed. But 
it is only when the Divine Spirit moves the waters that the healing 
change is experienced. Let us never cease to admire^ the mercy of 
Christ, wJiich ho manifested in the days of his hum^itj’’, and which 
ho still displays to the children of men, in extending to them the 
blessings of liis salvation. He has greater pleasure now in healing 
diseased souls than he had then in removing bodily disease. May 
we daily commend to his compassion our beloved relatives who are 
dead in ti'espassos and sins. 

PRAYER. 

rilllOU groat and uncreated Jehovah, thou art the God of 
salvation, and the Lord our God. Incomprehensibly 
glorious art thou in the vast universe thou hast made, and in 
the vast empire wliich tliou dost maintain and govern. But 
the glory of thy character and perfections shines with peculiar 
splendour in the scheme of mercy, and in the salvation of 
ruined man. 

We adore, O Lord, thy gi*ace, which was given in Christ 
before the worid began, but is now manifested by the appear- 
ing of Christ Jesus, wlio hath abolished death, and brought 
life and immortality to light by the Gospel. 

Holy Spirit, enable us with contrition of heart to acknow- 
ledge the frightful and extensive ravages of sin. When we look 
to our own hearts, we see that th(?y are deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked. What reason then have we to 
exclaim. Woe unto us, for we have sinned! When we cast 
our eyes abroad upon the face of the earth, and observe the 
statt: of men under the influence and leign of sin, we see that 
there is none righteous, no, not one. Alas, 0 Lord, there is 
none that imderstandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 
What reason then have we, as the fallen descendants of Adam, 
to exclaim, Woe unto us, for we have sinned ! 

We wo^d fervently pray, O Lord, that all of us may be 
convinced of sin, and obtain an aflecting sight of the diseases 
of our own hearts. O prese rve us from that most dangerous 
disease, ignorance of our true state, and unconcern about our 
eternal interests. Preserve us, Divine Spirit, from blindness 
of mind, hardness of heart, scaredness of conscience, and vile 
affections. 

May the pool of Bethesda remind us of the pool of Gospel 
'ordinances; and may the miraculous moving of the waters 
remind us of the supernatural power of the Spirit, giving 
saving efficacy to the means of grace. Lord, we thank thee 
for the pool of Gospel ordinances. There may we wait for 
the healing influence of the Holy Ghost. Make us sensible 
of our spiritual distempers! then shall we earnestly long 
for the healing power of Jesus, our T3ivine Physician. May 
thy sacred sanctuary, where wc regularly attend the ministry 
of the Word, be highly honoured as the hallowed spot where 
multitudes shall meet with Jesus, the Divine and skilful 
Physician of souls. 

There, mag our beloved offspring feel the benign virtue 
the healing balm of his grace. May they and we have 
reason to sing, Bless the Lord, who healeth all our diseases / 
We thank God for the unmerited and continued mercies of 
the past day, and that we have been carried safely through its 
dangers, temptations, and difficulties. Wc implore the pairdon 
of {dl the sins we have committed since we last assembled 
around thy sacred throne. Take us under thy protection thtfi 
night, and, when we reach the ni^ht of death, may we enter 
upon the blessedness of immortality. Hear us, O Lmrd, fbr 
Jesus’ sake, the Lamb of God, who taketh awey tbe 
worid. Amem 


FIFTEENTH WEEK.—SATt/EDXY MORNING. 


MBBCr. 

_ Ifctbcm, Omrd. MrmigAkn. f. at. 

I ^T®Y meroji ay God, ie the theme of my song, 

**• Tho joy of my heart and the boast of my tongue; 

Thy fh30 grace alone, from the first to the last, 

Hath won my aflbotions, and bound my soul fast. 

^ Without thy sweet mercy I could not live here, 

Sin soon would reduce me to utter despair ; 

Hut through thy free goodness my spirits revive. 

And he tliat first mode me still keeps me alive. 

3 Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart, 

)^^ich wonders to feel its own hardness depart ; 

Hissolvod by thy goodness I fall to the ground, 

And weep to the praise of the mercy I found. S 

LEVITICUS XXIV. 

7 %« BUuphmer pvt to DeaUi. 

A ND the Loan spake unto Moses, saying, 

. 2 Command the children of Israel, that they bring unto 
thee pure oil olive beaten for the light, to cause the lamps to 
bum continually. 

8 Without tne vail of the testimony, in the tabernacle of 
the congregation, shall Aaron order it from the evening unto 
tlie morning before the Lord continually : it shall be a statute 
for ever in your generations. 

4 He shall order the lamps upon the pure candlestick before 
the Ijord continually. 

5 And thou.shalt take fine flour, and bake twelve cakes 
thereof : two tenth deals shall he in one cake. 

6 And thou shalt set them in two rows, six on a rou^, upon 
the pure table before the Lord. 

? And thou shalt put pure frankincense upon each row, that 
it may be on the bread for a memorial, even an oflbring made 
by fire unto the Lord. 

8 Every sabbath he shall set it in order before the Lord 
oontinually, being taken from the children of Israel by an 
everlasting covenant. 

9 And it shall be Aaron^s and his sons^ ; and they shall eat 
it in the holy place : for it is most holy unto him of the offer- 
ings of the Lord made by fire by a perpetual statute. 

10 And the son of an Israelitish woman, whose father was 
an Egyptian, went out among the children of Israel ; and this 
son of the Israelitish woman and a man of Israel strove to- 
gether in the camp ; 

11 And the Israelitish woman’s son blasphemed the name 
of the LORD, and cursed. And they brought him unto 
Moses : (and his mother’s name was Shelomith, the daughter 
of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan :) 

12 And they put him in ward, that the mind of the Lord 
might be shewed them. 

15 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

14 Bring forth him that hath cursed without the camp; 
and let all that heard him lay their hands upon his head, aud 
let all the congregation stone him. 

16 And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, say- 
ing, Whosoever curseth his God shall bear his sin. 

16 And he that blasphemeth the name of the Lord, he 
ahall surely be put to death, and all the congregation shall 
certainly stone him : as well the stranger, as he that is bom 
in the land, when he blasphemeth the name of the LORD, 
shall be put to death. 

And Hoses spake to the children of Israel, that they 
should bring forth mm that had cursed out of the camp, and 
stone him stoaes. And the children of Israel did as the 
lioan camnumdad Motes. 

RfinuM^xoirt itpok lamzicos xanr.— It is infinitefy important to 
hsm ip thelamp of our profession theoil of grace. Have we the oil 
of gfaoe in the lamp of cor profession i Seriotts^usefrd question ! 


Is our lamp trimmed? Let us beware of all which may have a 
tendency to disorder our lamp, and to interrupt it in the ardour ot 
its burning, or in the brightness of its shining. It is the Holy Bpirit 
who mvoa the oil of gn^e, and by whose inlucncos the lamp bums 
and shines. Let us daily look to him for constant suppUos of tho 
sacred oil for maintaining tho holy fire, and for making our light so 
shine before men as to glorify our Bather in heaven. In the affect- 
ing history of tho aggravated sin and dreadful doom of tho blasphem- 
ing youth, wo have a melancholy illustration of the Divine saying of 
the inspired Apostle: ''The wages of sin is death.” HurdoniiL In 
his sin, we have no evidence tlmt ho showed tho slightest pcnitenco 
or compunction. Awful thought. To die under tho load of unre- 
ponted — of unpardoned, guilt ! In this life, men may escape the 
punishment they deserve for profaning tho name op God : without 
repentance, a day of punishment awaits thorn, from which escape is 
impossible. 

PRAYER. 

E xalted Lord God, our merciful Father, thou art the 
blessed and only potentate, the Lord of angels, and the 
ruler of men. What reason have we to adore and praise thy 
holy name, that thou art the God of salvation, and that thou 
hast revealed thyself to us in the Word of life under that most 
blessed character. None but an Almighty Surety could bear the 
weight of our salvation, and thou didst find out an Almighty 
Surety, None but a Divine Surety could make atonement for 
our infinite guilt, and such a Surety thou host found. Tlien 
tliou spakest in vision to thy Holy One: 1 have laid help 
upon one that is mighty; with whom my hand shall be estab- 
lished, and my covenant shall stand fast ; even the Son of man, 
whom thou madest strong for thyself. What is man, that thou 
shouldst have thus addressed him in his misery: O Israel, thou 
hast destroyed thyself, but in mis is thine help ! 

May the portion of tlic sacred volume we have now read be 
graciously applied to our hearts. By tby Word may we bo 
enlightened and comforted. With thy servant of old may all 
of us be enabled to sing, Thy statutes have been my songs in 
the house of my pilgrimage. 

Blessed Saviour, may tlic golden lamps which buimt con- 
tinually in the tabernacle bring thee to our remembrance as 
the light of the Church — as the true light, which enliglitencth 
every man who cometh into the world. Give us as a family, 
as individuals, and as a congregation, the light of thy salva- 
tion. May we no longer sit in the dark regions of the shadow 
of death. Give us, we Immbly pray, the light of grace ; and, 
when the shades of death surround our bodies of dust, O may 
our souls awake amid the bright glories of immortality. 

May our minds be most solemnly impressed with the just 
pimishment which was inflicted upon Shelomith's son, for 
blaspheming the name of the Lord. We adore and fear thy I 
justice, O Lord, in commanding tho elders of the people to | 
take him out of the camp of Israel, and stone him to death ! 
Thou art a jealous God, watching over the honour of thy per- 
fections and prerogatives. We would mourn, O Lord, over the 
blasphemy of our own hearts, and over the alarming extent of 
the sin of blasphemy in these lands of our nativity. We mourn 
that multitudes of the rising race, almost as soon as they are 
able to speak, are taught with their youthful lips to lisp out 
blasphemies against God. Mercifully wash out this national 
stain ; mercifully remove this immense load of national guilt. 

Preserve our beloved children from this God provoking 
iniquity. May they ever feel hoyo offensive this sin is to 
thee^ and how dreadful will be the doom of those who eniet 
eternity under the load of its guilt. 

We thank our God that we have been kindly preserved 
during the night that is passed. This day may we feel and 
f|»eak and act under a sense of thy ^orious majesty. May 
affect us in aU our secular and religious duties. Hear n% 
for our dear Redeemer’s sake. Amen. 
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TTPTEENTH WEEK.— SATUEDAY EVENING. 


TU POWXR or THE GOSPEL. 

BaiK AmriaiiJn. QUmoeAffr* jDrftf. H. 

1 rpHIS is the word of truth and lope, 

Sent to the nations from above ; 

Jehovah hero resolves to show 
What his almighty grace can do. 

2 This remedy did wisdom dnd 
To heal diseases of tlie mind ; 

This sovereign balm, whose virtues can. 

Bestore the ruined creature, man. 

3 The gospel bids the dead revive. 

Sinners obey the voice and live ; 

Dry bones are raised and clothed afresh, 

And hearts of stone are turned to flesh. 

- Watts, 188 ,^. i/. 

JOHN V. 

Christ justifies himself. 

T hen answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but 
what he seeth the Father do ; for what things soever he doeth, 
these also doeth the Son likewise. 

20 For the Father * loveth the Son, and sheweth him all 
things that himself doeth ; and lio will shew him greater works 
than these, that ye may marvel. 

21 For as the Father raised up tlie dead, and quickeneth 
them ; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will. 

22 For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son : 

23 That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour 
the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honourcth not 
the Father which hath sent him. 

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you. He that hearcth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation ; but is passed from death 
unto life. 

25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and 
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God : 
and they that hear shall live. 

26 For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given 
to the Son to have life in himself; 

27 And hath given him authority to execute judgment 
eIso, because he is the Son of man. 

28 Marvel not at this; for the hour is coming, in the 
which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 

29 And shall come forth ; they that have done good, unto 
the resurrection of life ; and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of condemnation. 

80 I can of mine own self do nothing ; as I hear, I judge : 
and my judgment is just ; because I seek not mine own will, 
but the will of the Father which hath sent me. 

81 If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true. 

32 There is another that bcareth witness of me; and I 
know that the witness which ho witnesseth of me is true. 

33 Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth, 
84 But I receive not testimony from man : but these things 
I say, that ye might be saved. 

85 He was a burning and a shining light : and ye were 
wilHng for a seasem to rgoice in his light. 

86 But 1 have greater witness than that of John: for the 
works which the Father *hath given me to finish, the same 
works that 1 do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath 
sent me. 

87 And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne 
witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, 
me seen his idiape.* 

88 And ye have not his word abiding in yout fbr whom be 
bath sent, him ye believe not* 


Rctleokoits Tjpour Johk v.— In the dearest language Jesus do- 
dared his Divinity and his equality with the Father, in his ait^utei 
and works. The declaration of his Divinity by his wolds he de- 
monstrated by his stupendous miracles of power and of menqr. Let 
us greatly rejoice in Christ's power to quicken dead souls and raise 
them up to newness of life. Have we received the blessing of a 
spiritual resurrection ? Have we heard the voioo of the Son of God, 
and do we live ? Then wc shall rejoice in the prorooct of a e^nd 
resurrection, when our bodies shall awake to life ana immortality. 

PRAYER. 

W E adore thee, glorious Jehovah, as oar new covenant God. 

From all eternity thou didst enter into a covenant of grace 
with thy well-beloved Son, that all the attributes of thy Mture 
might be glorified by the accomplishment of the salvation of 
thy people. We praise thee that, for the encouragement of thy 
Cliurch in all ages, thou hast said respecting thy covenant, My 
covenant will 1 not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out 
of my lips. Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not 
lie unto David. His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne 
as the sun before me. 

Wc rejoice, O Jesus, that, in the days of thy humbled 
humanity, thou gavest this testimony to thine immutable 
covenant : The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he 
seeth the Father do; for wiatsoever things he' doeth, these 
also doeth the Son likewise. 

We would with reverence adore thee, O Lord, in that inoon- . 
ccivablc and infinite love thou didst cherish to thy Son from 
eternal ages. He was daily thy delight, rejoicing always 
before thee. We adore thy grace, that, notwithstanding thine 
infinite and transcendent love to thincf eternal and only- 
begotten Son, thou didst most readily send him to our world 
of ‘rebellion and sin, to work out the salvation of enemies, who 
were worthy of eternal banishment from thy presence. When 
we think of this most unmerited and matchless display of 
mercy and compassion, what reason have we to exclaim. Praise 
God in his sanctuary ! praise him in the firmament of his 
power I Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord I 
Praise ye the Lord ! 

May our minds be deeply impressed with the necessity of 
faith in Christ. Holy Spirit, give us that faith which is in- 
separably connected with eternal 'life. Blessed Saviour, may " 
we be among the number of those who hear thy Word with 
the understanding, and who believe on the Father who hath 
sent thee upon the great errand of our salvation ; then shall 
we have everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation, 
but shall pass from death to life. If there are any among us, 
or among our dear relatives, fast asleep in nature's unregene- 
rate state, may we continue no longer far from God; may we 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and live. 

May the voice of thy mercy, 0 Saviour, reach the car and 
change the heart of our beloved children. Lord Jesu$, awake 
them from the slumbers of a natural state. 

Now may all of us enjoy the bless^ness of a spiritaal 
resurrection; and may none of us remain in the gloomy grave 
of spiritual death, which is the harbinger of eter^ woe. O 
prepare us for the solemnities of the last day. When the 
hour arrives that all who are in their graves shall hear the 
powerful voice of Christ, and shall come forth, may msh one 
of us bo among the number who shall come Inrth to the 
resurrection of life. 

We thank God for the mercies of the past week, impSore 
the pardon of all the sins Wc have committed item its oom- 
mencement to its close. This nig^ may we be refreshed with 
sleep, and prepared for the sacred solcmniti^ of an approedung 
Sabbath. , 

These blessings we ask. for our dear Bedeenier^aasiliei 
may the (prace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with oi alL ; 


SIXTEENTH WEEK.— SABBATH MOBNINO. 


AND EKFDKTANCB. 

ffklftrd- BhUld$» ChroUm, Worktop. CL M. 

1 A MIDST thy \rrath romember love \ 

^ Beetore thy Bervaat, Lord ; 

Nor let a Father’s chastening prove 
like an avenger’s sword. 

2 My sins a heavy load appear, 

And o’er zny head ore gone ; 

Too heavy they for me to bear^ 

Too hard for mo to atone. 

d All my desire to theo is known, 

Thine eye counts every tear, 

And eve^ sigh, and every groan, 

Is noticed hy thine ear. Watib, Pa. SS. 


PSALM XXXVIII. 

Pmyer for Mercy, 

O LOED, rebuke me not in thy wrath : neither chasten me 
in thy hot displeasure. 

2 For tliine arrows stick fast in me, and thy hand presseth 
me sore. 

8 There is no soundness in my flesh because of tliine anger ; 
neither is there any rest in my bones because of my sin. 

4 For mine iniquities are gone over mine head ; as an heavy 
burden they are too heavy for me. 

9 Lord, all my desire is before thee ; and ray groaning is 
not hid from thee. 

10 My heart panteth, my strength faileth me : as for the 
light of mine eyes, it also is gone from me. 

11 My lovers and my friends stand aloof from my sore; 
and my Kinsmen stand aiar off. 

12 They also that seek after my life lay snares for me : 
and they that seek my hurt speak mischievous things, and 
imagine deceits all the day long. 

13 But I, as a deaf man, heard not ; and I was as a dumb 
man that openeth not his mouth. 

14 Thus I was as a man that heareth not, and in whose 
mouth are no reproofs. 

16 For in thee, 0 Lord, do I hope: thou wilt licar, O 
liORD my God. 

16 For I said, Hear me, lest otherwise they should rejoice 
over me: when my foot sHppeth, they magnify themselves 
against me. 

17 For I am ready to halt, and my sorrow is continually 
before me. 

18 For I will declare mine iniquity ; I will be sorry for my 
sin. 

19 But mine enemies are lively, and they ai*e strong ; and 
they that hate me wrongfully are multiplied. 

20 They also that render evil for good are mine adversaries ; 
because I follow the thing that good is, 

21 Forsake me not, O Lord : O' ray God, be not far from 
me. 

22 Make haste to help me, 0 Lord my salvation. 


Bnixibottors uroR Psalm xxxvm. — Great were the sufferings of 
Davidi but they were only typical of the infinitely more intense 
sa&rini^ of Jesus, David’s root, and David's ofispring. David’s 
suifarings wore tb® fl^it of his own sins ; Christ’s sufforings were 
the bitter fhdts of otxr imputed guilt. Our sins were laid upon tho 
Surety • ** Ho yms wounded for our transgressions, ho was bruised for 
our iniquity.’^ The believer cm say, in the exercise of faith, “When 
Jesus was agoird^cd upon the aooursed tree, my guilt was ^ore, my 
iktL was ^ere. 0 bow' be loved me 1 ” Was David forsaken in his 
effi^ohs? See how Jesus was forsaken as his affliotions inoreascd 
hi Sssk nismber end grew in their intensity. When the Great 
jjUnbmA was mnitten V ^ eword of justice the sheep were scat- 
ha^ aUfeoiook himi and id} 4nd Was David iUent 


under his heavy aflliotions ? Our Jesus was silent under his heaviest 
afilictionB: no murmurings against Divine justice, no complaints 
oven against nnjust men, though persecutors and murderers, feU from 
his lips. “ He did not lift up nor cause his voice to bo heard iu the 
streets.” Inimitable, matchless patience, submission, meekness and 
gentleness ! “ Ho was led as a lamb to tho slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth.” David’s 
ofHictions led him to his Qod, his Comfoi*tcr, and his llefugo. Llosscd 
aro they who can say, in their oflUctions, “ M}" Jesus, I flco unto 
thco to hide me!” 


PRAYER. 

the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one Jehovah, thou 
art tlie hope of thy people, and, when they cry unto thee, 
thou wilt hear their prayer. Give us grace to say, in tho 
language of the Psalmist, and with the grace which animated 
his heart, In thee, O Lord, do wc hope: thou wilt hear, O 
Lord our God. ^ 

Bless to us, gracious Spirit, the affecting account we have 
now read of the sufferings of David thy servant. Like him 
may wc, iu language of genuine repentance, confess our sins. 
Surely our iniquities have gone over our h(jad ; as an heavy 
burden they are too heavy for us. May tlio existence of 
indwelling sin be indeed the burden of the soul. May our 
pride, our ignorance, our folly, our carnality, our enmity, our 
unbelief, be indeed the burden of our souls. O Lord, let 
Christ be made of God unto us sanctification. May we feel 
within the blessed influences of his sanctifying spirit. We 
cannot bear, O Lord, the heavy burden of our guilt; and 
therefore wc would earnestly implore an interest in our Saviour’s 
righteousness. May eacli member of this our family be in 
Christ Jesus ; then shall we take the encouraging language of 
the apostle into our lips: There is therefore now no con- 
demnation to them who aro in Christ Jesus, >vho walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

May we never forget that the iniquities of an elect world 
went over the head of our blessed Saviour like the billows of 
a tempestuous ocean ; and that the guilt of his people’s trans- 
gressions was to him a burden of overwhelming weight, when 
he groaned amid the agonies of Gethsemane, and expired upon 
the cross of Calvaiy. May our hearts bo filled with super- 
lative love to a Saviour so merciful and kind, who considered 
no sufferings too great to rescue an elect world from the lowest 
hell. 

Wc desire, O Lord, with joyful hearts, to thank thee that 
we are preserved to enter upon another Sabbath-day. May it 
prove to us, to the congregation, and to all the churches, a day 
of spiritual rest. May a Divine solemnity pervade dl tho 
assemblies of thy people, and may there be a rich descant of 
the influences of the Holy Spirit. Come, sacred Spirit, from 
above, and fill these cold hearts of ours with love Divine. O 
soften our hardened hearts, make them soft and tender ; and 
let thy gracious power be known. 

Have mercy on all our rulers. May they believe the 
Gospel, and ever exercise their authority under its influence. 
For ever mav the seats of authority in these lands be estab- 
lished in righteousness, and prove the defence of our privileges, 
civil and religious. 

O may the rod of thy Divine strength touch the hearts qf 
our beloved children. Make them this day willing sutgects of 
Jesus, 

May the sons and daughters of affliction be comforted under 
their absence from thy courts, by the gracious presence of 
Christ. 

O fill our dear pastenr with the Holy Ghost ; and may hk 
tongue be like the pen of a ready writer. Hear, answer, and 
forriva, for Jesus’ iakt. Amen. 

5ur Father which art in heaven, 

X B 2 8J11 


SIXTEENTH WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


van's vanity as mobtai.. 

Ohtitt Ohttrchm Webitw*t» JSw^ford, H%ciior. C. lu 
1 ^EACH me the measure of my days, 

Thou Maker of my frame ! 

I would surrey life’s narrow spooe, 
j| ' And learn how frail I am. 

I 2 A span is all that wo can boast. 

An inch or two of time ; 

. Man is but vanity and dust^ 

In all his flower and prime. 

3 See the vain race of mortals move 
Like shadows o’er the plain ; 

They rage and strive, desire and love, 

But all the noise is vain. 

Watts, P §. 89, p , II , 

. PSALM XXXIX. 

Brevity of Life, 

1 SAID, 1 will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with 
my tongue : I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the 
wicked is before me. 

2 I was dumb with silence, I held my peace, even from 
good ; and my sonw w^as stirred. 

3 My heart was hot within me, while I was musing the fire 
burned : then spake I with my tongue, 

4 Lord, make me to know mine end, and the measure of 
my days, what it is ; that I may know how frail I am. 

5 Behold, thou liast made my days as an handbreadth ; and 
mine age is as nothing before thee : verily every man at his 
best state is altogether vanity. Selah. 

G Surely every man walketh in a vain show : surely they 
ore disquieted in vain: he heapeth up riches, and knoweth 
not who shall gather them, 

7 And now, Loan, what wait I for ? my hope is in thee. 

8 Deliver me from aU my transgressions : make me not the 
reproach of the foolish. 

9 I was dumb, I opened not my mouth; because thou 
didst it, 

10 Bemove thy stroke away from me : I am consumed by 
I the blow of thine hand. 

11 Wlien thou with rebukes dost correct man for iniquity, 
thou makest his beauty to consume away like a moth : surely 
eveiy man is vanity. Selah. 

12 Hear my prayer, O Loan, and give ear unto my cry; 
hold not thy peace at ray tears ; for I am a stranger with thee, 
and a sojourner, as ull my fathers were. 

13 O spare me, that I may recover strength, before I go 
hence, and be no more. 

PSALM XL. 

I WAITED patiently for the Loan ; and he inclined unto 
me, and heard my cry. 

2 He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the 
miry clay, and ‘set my feet upon a rock, and established my 
goings. 

3 And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise 
unto our Qod : many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in 
the Lord. 

4 Blessed is that man that maketh the Lord his trust, and 
respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies. 

Beflxctions upon Psalm xxxix., xl. — If we are called upon to 
avoid sin becauso we are under the eye and observation of wicked 
men, filled with hatred, malevolence, and envy, how much more are 
we called upon to avoid sin because wo are under the eye of God, a 
God of q^fless purity, and who is our God and Father in Christ, fall 
of love, compassion, and grace ! Meditation is an ordnance of great 
value, and> fy the observance of this ordinance, the Bnly Spirit has 
ooafamd np^ the soul tho richest benefits. While meditati^ on 
the soweignty, wisdom, and goodness of Ood— ^hile thinking of 


Christ and his great BalTation-^while considering that uaerrifig 
wisdom by which all tho movements of Providence are managed-— 
the soul has been suddenly warmed with an adoring admiratioii of 
Jehovah, and anticipations of tho glories of immortality. In oon« 
version tho believer is raised from the deep pit of spiritual death,^ 
and is taught to sing in joyful hope of the blessedness of heaven. 

PBAYBB. 

O LOBD our God, with solemnity and revetence we would 
approach thy gracious throne. As we are overspread 
with sin and overwhelmed with guilt, and therefore camxot 
be accepted in our own name and on our own account, we 
rtjoicc that tlirough the merit of our dear Bedeemer our 
persons may be accepted^ our prayers answered, and our sins 
forgiven. 

We have now enjoyed the inestimable privilege of reading 
the Scriptures. May the Holy Spirit give efficacy to the 
observance of the sacred ordinance. May we ever view the 
reading as well as the preaching of the Word a Divine and 
appointed ordinance by which God is to be glorified, Jesus 
exalted, and the interests of the soul advanced. O that each 
one of us may be enabled to exclaim respecting the holy 
Word, How precious is thy book Divine, given by inspiration, 
shining with rays of Divine wisdom, and bright with beams of 
Divine love ! O may we be guided by its blessed doctrines to 
the heaven of heavens ! 

We adore thee, O Lord, in the eternity of thy being. 
From everlasting thou art God; we are but of yesterday. 
To everlasting thou art God; but our days are as a hand- 
breadth, our age is nothing before thee ; in our best estate we 
ar6 altogether vanity. O how soon does thy stroke destroy 
the haughtiness of kings, and extinguish the glory of regd 
power ! How soon docs thy stroke level the strong and mighty . 
with the dust ! 

Give uB grace to see the insufficiency of earthly grandeur or 
wealth as a portion for the soul, and the indispensable necessity 
of an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away. 

Bless to us the dispensation of the Gospel this day in thy 
sanctuary. By the efficacy of the Spirit attending thme ordi- 
nances, may multitudes be brought out of the horrible pit and * 
tho miry clay of a natural and unregenerate state. Gcant this 
our petition, most merciful Father. 

Take our dear children^ and the rising racCy the future 
hopes of thy Church ; set their feet on Christ, the rock qf 
ages ; and let their goings be established in thy ways. Chant 
this our petition, most merciful Father. 

I Have mercy upon us as a family, and suffer us not to be 
hardened under the means of grace. Have mercy on the 
congregation with which we are associated, and may they not 
be hardened under the means of grace. Let the lateurs of 
our minister be crowned with the most encouraging success. 
Put a new song in our mouth ; even praise unto our God. 
May many see it, and fear and trust in the Lord. Mercnfally 
grant this our petition, O Lord God ! 

We earnestly pray that a preached Gospel may be eminently 
blessed to all our rulers, ana also to those who are entrusted 
with the tuition of the rising race, whether in our universities 
or other seminaries of learning. May the teaoheon of tlie 
children of the rich, and the teachers of the children of the 
poor, be all taught of God. 

May we lie down this evening upon onr beds, placing all our 
trust in God, and deeply impressed with the solemnities of 
this sacred day. 

Lord, hear thy humble petitiemers, for Jesus our Bedeotiisr’f 
sake. Amen. * > 

Our Faih^ whidb art in heaveUi Asc* 


SIXTEENTH WEEK.— MONDAY MOENING. 


THS JIJB1L1SB. 

QSfter Stnd Gkapei* JlfoNedon* PorimotOA iVew. JuMee Neio. i*. m, 

1 "DLOW yc the trumpet, blow, 

" The gladly solemn sound ! 

Let all the nations know, 

To earth’s remotest bound : 

The year of Jubilee is come ; 

Beturn, yo ransomed sinners, homo. 

2 Exalt the Lamb of God, 

The sin-atoning Lamb ; 

Bedemption by his blood 

Through all the land proclaim : The year, &c. 

3 Yo who have sold for nought 

Your heritage above. 

Shall have it book unbought, 

Tho gUY Jesus’ lovo. The year, &c. 

AUmd by Toplady. 


Ejsvlboxiovs upok Lxvmous XXV. — ^Heaven is an eternal Sabbath^ 
where a rest of the most exquisite enjoyment and blesse^oss remoini 
for tho people of God. How striking to observe that as land requires 
rest to promote i|a fertility, so the souls of believers need rest to 
promote their spiritual fruitAilnoss and verdure. As Israel hod tlieir 
jubilee, in the New Testament dispensation, the spiritual Israel of 
God have their Gospel jubilee of the most distinguished privileges. 
The jubilee of Israel respected bodily and natural rest ; the Gospel 
jubilee respects tho soul, its prosperity and comfort. The jubilee of 
Israel restored forfeited oiuthly possession ; the Gospel jubilee restores 
an invaluable forfeited spiritual inheritance. The jubilee of Israel 
conferred liberty upon the bodies of men; the Gospel jubilee bestows 
liberty on enslaved souls. Tho jubilee of Israel delivered from the 
bondage of man ; tho Gospel jubilee rescues from the slavery of sin, 
Satan, tho world, and death. The jubileo of Israel gave pushing 
riches and honours ; the Gospel jubileo secures a heavenly idngdom, 
which shall endure for ever. 


LEVITICUS XXV. 

7%e Jttbilc. 

A nd the Lonu spake unto Moses in mount Sinai, saying, 

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, 
When ye come into the land, which I give you, then shall the 
land keep a sabbath unto the Loud. 

3 Six years thou shalt sow tlijr field, and six years thou shalt 
prune thy vineyard, and gather in the fruit thereof ; 

4 But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest unto 
the land, a sabbath for the Lord : thou shalt neither sow thy 
field, nor prune thy vineyard. 

6 That which groweth of its own accord of thy harvest thou 
shalt not reap, neither gather the grapes of thy vine undressed : 
for it is a year of rest unto the land. 

6 And the sabbath of the land shall be meat for you ; for 
thee, and for thy servant, and for thy maid, and for thy hired 
servant, and for thy stranger that sojourneth with thee, 

7 And for thy cattle, and for the beast that are in thy land, 
shall all the increase thereof be meat. 

8 And thou shalt number seven sabbaths of the years unto 
thee, seven times seven years; and the space of the seven 
sabbaths of years shall be unto thee forty and nine years. 

9 Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubile to sound 
on the tenth day of the seventh month, in the day of atone- 
ment shsll ye make tho trumpet sound throughout all your 
land. 

JO And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim 
liberty tliroughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof : 
it shall be a jubile unto you; and ye shall return every man 
unto his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his 
family. 

11 A jubile shall that fiftieth year be unto you: ye shall 
not sow, neither reap that which groweth of itself in it, nor 
gather the grapes in it of thy vine undressed. 

12 For it is the jubile ; it shall be holy unto you : yc shall 
eat the increase thereof out of the field. 

18 In the year of this jubile ye shall return every man unto 
his possession. 

14 And if thou sell ought unto thy neighbour, or buyest 
ought .of thy neighbour’s hand, ye shall not oppress one 
aiiother : 

15 Aooording to the number of years after the jubile thou I 
shalt buy erf thy neighbour, and according unto the number 
of years of the fruits he shall sell unto thee : 

16 AocordUng to the xhultitude of years thou shalt increase 
the price .thereof, and according to the fewness of years thou 
ihalt diminish the price of it : for according to the number of 
the yeati of the feuife doth he sell unto thee. 

IT Ye shall not therefore oppress one another; but thou 
shalt fear thy God * for I the Low your God. 


PRAYER. 

^ OD the Father, Son, and Spirit, one God, we adore thee as 
the God of our redemption. We adore that wisdom which 
shines in its contrivance, that power which shines in its 
accomplishment, that love which shines in its revelation, and 
that abundant grace which shines in its application, with such 
transcendent glory. 0 that each of us composing this family 
were taught by the Spirit to join with the apostle in the follow- 
ing expressions of gratitude, joy, and praise I Blessed bo the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ ; in 
whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, according to the riches of his grace : wherein he hath 
abounded towards us in all wisdom and prudence. 

We desire with deepest humility to confess that, by our 
apostacy and rebellion, we have forfeited thy gracious favour, 
and all that happiness which is ever accompanied by thy 
smiles. 0 Lord, if thou shouldst involve us in endless misery, 
it would be an act of justice, and we should only receive the 
demerit of our sins. We would acknowledge with shame that 
we have sold ourselves bond-slaves to our lusts, to Satan, and 
to thy law, as a broken covenant of works. Alas, we have 
lost by our transgression our moral rectitude, our spiritual 
liberty, and our heavenly inheritance! We have involved 
ourselves in spiritual bankruptcy and ruin. And, merciful 
Father, we are unable to recover the lost inheritance. We 
cannot bring a recompense in our hand to secure our ransom. 
Our whole raec united arc miable to accomplish the redemp- 
tion of one soul. No man can by any means redeem his 
brother. O Lord, we cannot give to thy law perfect obedience, 
and wc are unable to endure its penalty to its fullest extent. 
Angels cannot help us, in this our doleftil, destitute, and 
miserable state. Glory to thy name, that from eternity infinite 
compassion filled thy heart. Thou hast said respecting our 
ruined race, which merited the lowest hell. Deliver from going 
down to the pit, for I have found a Ransom I Hallelujah ! 
hallelujah 1 the jubilee trumpet of mercy has been sounded in 
our ears ! O Jesus, we praise thee that thou art tho sin-atoning 
Lamb ! For ever be thy name adored, that thou didst buy 
back the invaluable inheritance we lost, with the price of thy 
precious blood. 

TTiou blessed Ransom^ take our beloved children, and give 
them spiritual freedom. Let the chains of sin and the fetters 
of guilt bind them no more. Make them thy redeemed ones. 

O that the Gospel yesterday proclaimed may issue in the 
deliverance of many who are now the degraded slaves of Satan 
and of lust. 

May we live this day as thy ransomed children, and grate- 
fully impressed with the blessmgs of the past Sabbath and the 
past night. Lord^ hear, answer, pardon, and accept, for Jesos’ 
sake, our Surety and Advoeate^ Amen. 

am 


SIXTEENTH WBEK.--MONDAY EVENING 


BXOXLLSKCY OF THE SCEIPTURES. 


AnSb/wm, Ouhrid New. 


SuffoUs. 
by word 


1 TJ'ATHER of mercies ! in thy word 

What endless glory shines ! 

For ever bo thy name adored 
For those celestial linos. 

2 Here may the wretched sons of want 

Exhuustloss riches find ; 

Bichos above what earth can grant, 
And lasting us tho mind. 

8 Hero tlie fair tree of knowledge grows, 
And yields a free repast ; 

Sublimor sweets than nature knows 
Invito tho longing taste. 


JOHN V. 


SraitiJb 


more and more precious in our estimation ! Wkat a baxven deseirt la 
that heart whore the Divine plant of love to God does not grow ! 
^at a dreary night of darkness and of ^loom is that soul where 
the Sun of Divine love does not shine I Without faith we can never 
relish tho Divine records. Without faith the Divine food which it 
presents can afford us neither nourishment nor enjoyment. Let it be 
our earnest prayer to be delivered from unbelief, and to bo made rich 
in faith. Wiat a display the miraculous feodkg of tho multitude 
furnishes of Christas Divinity, omnipotence, and morcy ! And we 
should look upon that mii'aculous feast os a blessed iigure of the 
Gospel feast of tho blessings of salvation, which Christ has prepared 
for all nations. 


PRAYER. 


Unbelief. 

S EARCH the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life : and they are they which testify of me. 

40 And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. 

41 I receive not honour from men. 

42 But I know you, that ye liave not the love of God in you. 
43 I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not : 
if another shall come in liis own name, him ye will receive. 

44 How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, 
and seek not the honour that cometh from God only ? 

45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Fatlicr : there 
is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. 

46 For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me : 
for he wrote of me. 

47 But if yo believe not his writings, how shall ye believe 
ray wordp ? 

JOHN VI. 

Miraelc of Loavci and FUJifS. 

TI^HEN Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great 
^ » company come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence 
shall we buy bread, that these may cat ? 

6 And this lie said to prove him : for he himself knew what 
he would do. 

7 Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread 
is not suflBcient for them, that every one of them may take a 
little. 

8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith 
unto him, 

9 There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two 
small fishes ; but what arc they among so many ? 

10 And Jesus said, Make tne men sit jdown. Now there 
was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in num- 
ber about five thousand. 

11 And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given 
thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to 
them that were set down ; and likewise of the fishes as much 
as they would. 

12 When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather 
up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 

13 Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve 
baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which 
remained over and above unto them that had eaten. 

14 Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that 
Jesus did, said. This is of a truth that prophet that should 
come into the world. 

EkFLBCxroirs upon Johx t,, vi.— What a mine is tho Biblo, cou- 
Uaning Jesus the Pearl of great price ! What a noble firmament is th'o 
Bible, where Jesus the Sun of righteousness shines in oR his bright- 
ness, and from which he sheds down his rays of light, life, and joy 
cnznanynatioiis of the earth! May that Book, that bless^ Book, be 
214 


We arc the creatures of thy power, and wc are the objects of 
thine unceasing providential care. Thou hast, therefore, the 
greatest claims for our obedience and our love. Thou art our 
gracious benefactor, constantly loading us with benefits. .Thou 
liast fed and clothed and kept and comforted us to the present 
moment. Having obtained hdp of thee our God, we continue 
the preserved and distinguished monuments of thy mercy. 

Wc clcsfrc to look to thy blood, O Jesus, to wash out the 
guilt wc have contracted this day; and to thy Spirit, to 
sanctify the duties in which wc have been engagea. May the 
mercies we have received awaken within us sentiments of 
gratitude and praise. 

This night may wc as a family, and all the families with 
which we arc connected, repose with confidence in the bosom 
of tliy love. May wc lie down on our beds comforted by that 
en^ouiaging promise : He that keepeth Israel neither slumbers 
nor sleeps. 

Give us grace, most blessed Saviour, to love and obey thy 
wise and salutary counsel. Teach us to search the Scriptures. 
In these mines of eternal truth, wisdom, and love, may we 
search for the inestimable jewel of eternal life. When we read 
thy Word, may we find it accompanied by the Divine energy 
of its author ; then it will prove quick and powerful. May it 
be quick, the mean of imparting spiritual life ; and may it be 
powerful, the mean of subduing and destroying the strong and 
numerous corruptions of our nature. May we sec the glory of 
the Divine perfections shining upon tho pages of the sacred 
volume ; there may we find true riches boundless as the wishes 
of the soul, and lasting as the throne of God. Here in the 
luxuriant field of truth and grace may wc see that* the tree of 
knowledge grows, yielding fmt which will refresh, satisfy, and 
invigorate the soul. 

Remove, we earnestly pray, the natural aversion which man 
feels toward the Word of God. We would mourn over the 
determined opposition which profane infidels manifest against 
the inspired records, and over the baneful and destroying 
influence of their pernicious views. Holy Spirit, may the 
light of Divine truth shine among the nations with increasing 
splendour, and may the dark clouds of infidelity and atheism 
disappear before its glorious brightness. 

May the beloved children of our family discover an early 
attachment to the Holy Scriptures. Slay this attachment con» 
tinue with them all their days* 

Thou almighty Saviour, who didst miraculously feed thou^ 
sands vrith the bread that perished, during the days t^y 
humbled humanity, O do thou graciouriy the miUioxis of 
the human race with the bread of eternal liffe^ noif thou a^t 
exalted to thy heavenly throne. May the Gktepd feast ,s0bii 
be spread before all nations. ' , 

Gracio^y hew these our humble prayers, ait4 IbiMliy 
our sms, for our blessed Saviouris sake* Ametu . 


SnCCEENTH WlEK.-.TtJESDAY MORNING. 


FEAR KOT, WTTLE FLOCK. 

Mamit JPleatant, Arabia, Arlington, Furman, c. u. 

1 VE ]itil 0 flock, whom Jesus feeds, 

Dismiss your anxious cares, 

Look to iho Shepherd of your souls, 

And smilo away your fears. 

Though wolves and lions prowl around, 

His-staff is your defence ; 

’Midst sand and rocks your Shepherd’s voice 
Calls streams and pastures thonco. 

Your Father will a kingdom give, 

And give it with delight ; 

His feeblest child his love shall call 

To triumph in his sight. DonnafiKiE. 

LEVITICUS XXVI. 

Promites and Threateningg, 

"Y’E shall make you no idols nor graven images, neither 
rear you up a standing image, neither shall ye set up 
any image of stone in your land, to bow down unto it : for I 
am the Lord your God. 

2 Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary : 
I am the Loro. 

8 If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my commandments, 
and do them; 

^ 4 Then I will give you rain in due season, and the land shall 
yield her increase, and the trees of the field sliall yield their fruit. 

^ 6 And your threshing shall reach unto the vintage, aud the 
vintage shall reach unto the sowing time : and ye shall eat 
your bread to the full, and dwell in your land safely. 

6 And 1 will give peace in the land, and yc shall lie down, 
and none shall make you afraid : and I will rid evil beasts out 
of the land, neither shall the sword go through your land. 

7 And ye shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall 
before you by the sword. 

8 Aud five of you shall chase an hundred, and an hundred 
of wou shall put ten thousand to flight : and your enemies shall 
fall before you by the sword. 

9 For I will have respect unto you, aud make you fruitful, 
and multiply you, and establish my covenant with you, 

10 And ve shall eat old store, and bring forth the old 
because of tne new. 

11 And I will set my tabeniacle among you : and my soul 
•hall not abhor you. 

12 And I will walk among you, and will be your God, and 
ye shall be my people. 

13 I am the Loud your God, which brought you forili out 
of the land of Egypt, that ye should not he their bondmen ; 
and I have broken the bands of your yoke, and made you go 
Upright. 

^14 But if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not do all 
ihese commandments ; 

15 And if yc shall despise my statutes, or if your soul abhor 
my judgments, so that ye will not do all my commandments, 
hut that ye break my covenant ; 

10 I ^0 will do this unto you; T will even appoint over 
you terror, consumption, and the burning ague, that shall 
consume the eyes, and cause sorrow of heart : and ye shall 
sow your seed m Tain, for your enemies shall eat it. 

17 And I will set my face against you, and ye shall be slain 
before your^mmmies ; ^ey that hate you shall reign over you ; 
ttud ye flee when none pursueth you. 

BxFLioxioRi uFocr IiiBvrtxcrcni — It is one of Satan’s proudest 

triumphs, when he beholds ignorant, infatuated nation# bowing down 
before stocks and iStenes, cmd in giving to dumb, dead, contemptible 
, Mols,that warship and adpmiion wbiob ore due to God alone. The 
^ shall and most arrive, when Jdumdi shall amort his great and 


glorious prerogatives, when idolatry shall become extinct, and when 
the Triune God shall be known and loved by all the inhabitants of 
the earth, and worshipped and adored iVora the rising to ll\e setting 
of the sun. Let Sabbath-breakers think and tremble.; the sin of 
Sabbath profanation is placed as next in enormity to the sin of 
idolatry. Lot them fear and tremble ; God ia determined to inflict 
his punishment on those who desecrate his Snbbatlj. They who 
deliberately shut out the Sabbath, deliberately shut themselves out 
from God’s mercy, and exclude themselves from that heaven of which 
, the earthly Sabbath is a most important type. That soul is fixr gone 
; in judicial blindness who is neither allured by God’s promises to 
; sanctify the Sabbath, nor dotorred from its desecration by his awfal 
'■ thrcaicnings. 

I 

! PRAYER. 

I (^UR Father and our God, whom wo desire to adore, thou 
I ^ art the eternal Jehovah, the unchangeably blessed and the 
■ infinitely glorious Lord God. All worlds and beings are under 
thy govcirnment, and subject to thy control. In wisdom, 
strength, holiness, mercy, and truth, there is none like unto 
I thee. Thou art esscnti^ly happy in thyself; thy felicity is 
iudependont of all thy creatures : thou standest in no need of 
our services, though thou dost require them ; and if wc had 
the excellence of angels, our goodness could not extend unto 
thee. All our dependence is on thee, O Lord ; and if thou 
shouldst withdraw thyself from us, we must instantly sink into 
the very depths of misery. 

Wc would with humility supplicate the Lord, that our souls 
may be filled with the love of God. As an evidence of this 
love, may we sanctify thy Sabbath, and ever look upon it as an 
emblem of an eternal Sabbath of undisturbed ifenjoyment in 
heaven. Teach us to love thy sanctuary, May we love the 
house of God before the abode of the dearest and most valuable 
of our earthly friends. With the Psalmist may we sing, A day 
in thy courts is better than a thousand. Divine Saviour, thou 
hast said, If ye love me, keep my commandments. Teach us 
to yield a filial and evangelical obedience to thy laws, and 
conscientiously and oonstaiitly to observe thine ordinances. 
Open our eyes to see that thy laws and ordinances are a rich 
iidieritance, and that to obey them and observe them is the 
greatest privilege. 

We thank thee that this thy promise has long been fulfilled 
in our experience : Ye shall lie down, arid none shall make 
you afraid. During the last night wc have had a renewed 
testimony of this thy gracious promise, for which we bless and 
praise thy name. 

Mercifully preserve us, O Lord, from our enemies. In the 
exercise of grace may we successfully contend with our spiritual 
enemies, and may we put them to flight. Convince us that no 
enemies arc so dangerous as the corruptions of our own heart. 
May we carefully watch these dangerous foes, and may we 
earnestly long for their complete destruction. 

Affect our dear children with a lively sense of the depravity 
of their nature and the hardness of their heart. May tliey 
surrender their soul to Jesus, that he may impart a new nature, 
and adorn them with the beauties of holiness, 

O fulfil these promises in our experience as a family : I will 
have respect unto you, and I will set my tabernacle among 
you, and my soul shall not abhor you. And I will walk among 
you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people. Merci- 
fully fulfil these great and precious promises in our experience. 
May our abode be thy residence; may thy favour be our 
portion; may thy perfections be a glorious wall of defence 
around us; and may wc enjoy for ever and ever the fellowship 
of the Father, Son, and Spirit. 

Give us an c^e to thy glory this day ; and, in seeking after 
the things of time, may we not foqfet the things of eternity. 
Lord, answer our and forgive our sins, for Jesus’ sake, 

whom thou hearest always. Amen. 



SIXTEENTH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING 


FEARS REMOVED. 

iTayet. Qmn WaUc, Hinton, Weiihnry Leigh, p. u. 

1 TTSrCLEAN! Unclean! and full of sin, 

^ From first to lost, 0 Lord, I’ve been ! 

Deceitful is my heart : 

Guilt presses down my burdened soul ; 

Dut Jesus can the waves control, 

And bid my fears depart. 

2 When first I heard his word of grace, 

Ungratefully I hid my face, — 

Ungratefully delayed : 

At length his voice more powerful came 
’Tis I, he cried, I, still the same ; 

Thou need’st not be afraid. 

3 My heart was changed ; in that same hour 
3Iy soul oonfcsserl Ids mighty power ; 

Out flowed the briny tear : 

I listened still to hear his voice j 
Again ho said. In me rejoice ; 

'Tis I — thou nced’st not fear. 

^ Jesse. 

JOHN VI. 

Jem walking on the Warn of the Sea, 

Vj^HEN Jesus therefore perceived that they would come 
^ and take him by force, to make him a king, he departed 
again into a mountain himself alone. 

16 And when even was now come, his disciples went down 
unto the sea, 

17 And entered into a ship, and went over the sea toward 
Capernaum. And it was now dark, and Jesus was not come 
to them. 

18 And the sea arose by reason of a great wind that blew. 

19 So when they had rowed about five and twenty or thirty 
Airlongs, they see Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing nigh 
unto the ship : and they were afraid. 

20 But he saith unto them, It is I ; be not afraid. 

21 ^nicn they willingly received him into the ship: and 
immediately the ship was at the land whither they went. 

22 The day following, when the people which stood on the 
other side of the sea saw that there was none other boat there 
save that one whereinto his disciples were entered, and that 
J^us went not with his diseijAes into the boat, but that his 
disciples were gone away alone ; 

23 (Howbeit there came other boats from Tiberias nigh 
unto the place where they did eat bread, after that the Lord 
had given thanks :) 

24 When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, 
mither his disciples, they also took shipping, and came to 
Capernaum seeking for Jesus. 

26 And when they had found him on the other side of the 
sea, they said unto him, Kabbi, when earnest thou hither? 

26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you. Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because 
ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. 

27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that 
meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of 
m^ shi^ give unto you ; for him hath God the Father sealed. 

28 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we 
might work the works of God ? 

29 Jesus aMwered and said unto them. This is the work of 
God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 

80 They said therefore unto him. What sign shewest thou 
ttira, thht we may sec, and believe thee ? what dost thou work? 

»1 Uur fathm did cat manna in the desert ; as it is written. 
He gave them bread from heaven to eat. 

82 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, Verily, I say unto 

SSt heaven; but my 

Esther giveth you the true bread from heaven. ^ 


BEFiEcmoKs DTOR JoHK VI. — Though Ohrist^fl kui^om aslfedistor 
is not of this world, his kingdom, as God, is an universal kingdom, 
including all worlds. When believoTB are surrounded by the dark« 
ness of adversity, groat is their perplexity, when they are without the 
presence and fellowship of Ohnst. His fellowship and presence can 
iighton the heaviest burden, mitigate the severest affliction, sweeten 
the bitterest cup of sorrow, import joy in the darkest night of earthly 
adversity, and give confidence and hope in the midst of the most 
furious tempest of human calamity. The disciples, tossed upon the 
lake of Tiberias, amid the darkness of night, and in danger of being 
every moment cngulphed in the deep, longed for Christ's presence. 
What they wished they obtained, and found him a very present help 
in time of need. May all our troubles teach us to look to Jesus, and 
say, and sing in faith : '' Wo vuU lift up our eyes to the hills, the 
divine perfections, whence cometh oiur help." 

PRAYER. 

^UR God and Father in Christ, we desire, with sentiments 
^ of reverence and humility, at the close of this day, to 
separate ourselves from worldly business and cares, and to ^ore 
thee as infinitely and incomprehensibly glorious, having all 
perfection in thyself, and who art the inexhaustible fountain of 
all that blessedness which is enjoyed by angels and men. Thou 
art the blessed and only potentate, wielding a sceptre of wisdom 
and righteousness over thy vast dominions. Notwithstanding 
our insignificance and siufubiess, we come to thee our God, in 
tlie name of Jesus, thy well-beloved Son, whom thou hearest 
always, and who is the way, the truth, and life. 

May the reading of the Scriptures be accompanied by thy 
blessing. What we see with the eye of the body, may we see 
with the eye of the understanding and the eye of faith. 

Raise our hearts above the world, above its wealth, its plea- 
sures, its honours, its power. Herein may we imitate the 
ojainple of our Lord, who treated earthly grandeur and wealth 
with such merited contempt, that, when the people desired to 
make him a king, he departed himself unto a mountain alone 
to pray. Ever may Christ reign in our heart, and may the 
moon of this world be under our feet. 

Sanctify to ns, Holy Saviour, all the storms of life through 
which we have passed. We praise thee that past afflictions 
have not destroyed ns ; 0 that they had improved us ! If we 
have enjoyied thy blessed presence in tlie storms that are past, 
we bless thee for so distinguished an instance of thy goodness. 
In all our afflictions may we believe that thou art present with 
thy wisdom to guide, thy power to defend, and thy goodness 
to comfort. May our minds be encouraged by the blessed 
effects which sanctified afflictions produce. Truly, O Lord, 
thy purposes, however mysterious and forbidding to our view, 
will ripen into delicious fruit ; and we praise thee that, though 
the bud may be bitter, the flower will be sweet. . 

We rejoice, O Jesus, that all the waves of affliction are under 
thy control, and that they can roll no higher and rage no 
longer than thy wisdom will permit. We praise thee that thou 
art as willing to change the threatening storm of affliction into 
a calm, as thou wast to subdue the raging of the waves which 
threatened the lives of thy disciples. Say to us in all dur 
afflictions, It is I : be not afraid. When overwhelmed with a 
sense of guilt and fear of punishment, say to us. It is I ; lam 
near thee as the Lord thy righteousness ; be not afraid. When 
surrounded by the enemies of our soul, and afflicted by severe i 
temptation, say to us, It is I ; I am neat thee as thy mighty 
deliverer and shield ; be not siraid. 

fFhen we are laid in the grave^ may our children et^oy thy 
presence in all the dangers of the way, and ever hear thine 
encouraging voice : It is I; be not qfraid. 

Accept rf our thanks for thy providential presence with us 
this day, give us thy fatherly care this night, forgive our sins|| 
and hear our prayers, tor Jesus^ sake, who is the resurrdetioa 
and the life* Amen. # 


SIXTEENTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY MORNING. 


- OOD^B JU8TXCB AND MAJESTY, 

Tfe&ie0r*«. AUmu B^dfird, CmUthuty, g. v. 

1 Lord, the Judge, before his throne, 

A Bids the whole earth draw nigh. 

The nations near the rising sun. 

And near the western sky. 

2 No more shall bold blasphemers say, 

^Judgments will ne’er begin :* 

No more abuse his long delay 
To impudence and sin. 

8 Throned on a cloud our Ood shall come, 

Bright dames prepare his way. 

Thunder and darkness, dre and storm, 

Load on the dreadfUl day. 

Watis, Pi, 50, p, /. 

LEVITICUS xxyi. 

ThrtijUeningt against Sin, 

A ND if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto me, then 
^ 1 will punish you seven times more for your sins. 

19 And 1 will break the pride of your power; and I will 
make your heaven as iron, and your earth as brass : 

20 And your strength shall be spent in vain : for your land 
shall not yield her increase, neither shall the trees of tlic laud 
yield their fruits. 

21 And if ye walk contrary unto me, and will not hearken 
unto me ; I will bring seven times more plagues upon you 
according to your sins. 

22 I will also send wild beasts among you, which shall rob 
you of your children, and destroy your cattle, and make you 
few in number ; and your hi^h ways shall be desolate. 

28 And if ye will not be reformed by mo by these things, 
but will walk contrary unto me ; 

24 Then will I also walk contrary unto you, and will 
punish you yet seven times for your sins. 

25 And I will bring a 8>vord upon you, that shall avenge the 
quarrel gf my covenant : and when ye are gathered together 
within your cities I will send the pestilence among you; and 
ye shall be delivered into the hand of the enemy. 

26 And when I have broken the staff of your bread, ten 
women shall bake your bread in one oven, and they shall 
deliver you your bread again by weight : and ye shall eat and 
not be satisfied. 

27 And if ye will not for all this hearken unto me, but 
walk contrajgr unto me; 

28 Then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury; and I, 
even I, will chastise you seven times for your sins. 

29 And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of 
your daughters shall Jre eat. 

80 And I vHU destroy your high places, and cut down your 
images, and cast your carcases upon the carcases of your idols, 
and my soul shall abhor you. 

81 And 1 Will make your cities waste, and bring your sanc- 
tuaries unto desolation, and I will not smell the savour of your 

sweet odours. . . . « 

40 If they shall confess their iniquity, and the iniquity of 
their fathers, with their trespass which they trespassed against 
me, and that also they have walked contrary unto me ; 

42 Then will I remember my covenant with Jacob, aiid 
also my covenant with Isaac, and also my covenant w'ith 
Abraham will 1 remember ; and I will remember the land. 

Rkflxotxons upon Levitictts XXVI. — Enduring judgments for sm, 
snd looming even more hardened in sin by these merited judgments, 

• ihow a soul m the greatest moral de^dation on the one hand, and 
on the other exposed to the greatest dangers. Wicked men may 2 ;lory 
in ^oir pride as a son wl&h shall continually shine. How soon 
God hmaWes the pride of men, and clothes them with confusion, 
igtiomitty, and shame. Wicked men may boast of tlieir power, as a 
tmto^hoj/ngnablQ and sore. How soon God causes the winds of 


his righteous indignation to blow, when their high towers are loveUod 
with the dust, and their presumptuous confidence changed into the 
misorics of despair ! What a hopeless contest is a life of sin, rebellion, 
and impenitence! Blind beyond conception must the eyes of the 
understandings of those bo who deliberately enter tho field of hos- 
tility against God— a Being of unchanging justice, and whoso arm is 
omnipotent ! God has a boundless treasury of mercy filled, yea, over- 
flowing with blessings. He has also an armoury of justice, where 
are laid up fiio vials of his wrath, and where are collected judgments 
the most overwhelming and destructive. Blessed only are they who 
enter into a covenant of peace with God, who has mercy to save and 
justice to destroy. 

PRAYER. 

^ LORIOUS Jehovah, infinite is tliy holiness, compared with 
^ which the purity of the heavens ifi pollution ; and un- 
searchable thy wisdom, compared with which the wisdoin of 
angels is folly. We are thine, for thy hand called us into 
existence. We are thine, for tho bounty of thy providence has 
preserved us all our days^ Wc are thine, for thou didst send 
the Son of thy love to redeem us by the shedding of his 
precious blood, and the laying down of his precious life. 

We adore thee, O Lord, as the great benefaetor of the world 
in which we dwell. Thou givest to all life and breath and all 
things. Wc have especially tasted thy proviclcntiiJ goodness ; 
for thou hast fed us, and elothed us, and preserved us, and 
comforted us, all our life long to the present day. We are the 
prc'served and the distinguislied monuments of unmerited and 
forfeited goodness. 

May we see in thy goodness the greatness of sin, which 
stands opposed to such goodness. May thy goodness to man 
show the aggravation of the sins of men, in rebelling against 
a God of such benevolence and kindness. Convince each one 
of us of the absolute necessity of the knowledge and convic- 
tion of the evil of sin. May we see by thy law, by thy 
threatenings, by the judgments which have befiillen guilty 
nations, by the miseries of those who are shut up in the man- 
sions of the lost, but, above all, l)y the sufterin^ of thy well- 
beloved Son, that sin is an infinite evil, committed against a 
God of infinite justice, holiness, and goodness. May what 
wc have now niad of the judgments w hich were tlireatcned 
against ancient Israel if they forsook thy ways, prove a salu- 
tary warning to us, carefully to avoid whatever is offensive to 
thy holiness and obnoxious to thy justice. 

O Lord, deliver us from hardened and impenitent hearts. 
God forbid that we should remain unmoved when we hear 
thy prohibitions against sin ; God forbid that wc should 
remain hardened and unmoved when we hear thy tremendous 
threatenings denounced against transgressions. 

0 preserve the dear children of the family from hearts 
obdurate and insensible. May they be alarmed at sin, and be 
affected with the thought of the eternal punishment of sin. 
Take the hard and stony heart out of their Jlesh. 

If there bo any now before Uiee around our domestic altar, 
if there are any of our beloved connections, acquaintances, or 
friends, whose hearts are unmoved by a sense of sin or a fear 
of punishment, who have neither been allured by thy good- 
ness nor alarmed by thy justice, who are neither affected by 
promises nor by threatenings, O Lord, have mercy upon them. 
Open their eyes to see that, after their liardness, and impenitent 
heart, they are treasuring up unto themselves wrath against 
the day of wrath, and revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God, who will render to every man according to his works. 
Lord, convince them 1 Lord, save them ! 

We thank God that wo are spared to see the light and taste 
tlie comforts of another day. Give us day by day our daily 
bread and our daily grace. Every day may we learn lessons 
of wisdom, humUily, and experience. Hear us graciously, fo 
Jesus’ sake, our Redeemer and Comforter, Amen. 
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SIXTEENTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


CHRIST THE BREAD OF LIFE. 

Kemtey, Amana, Leeds, Modems, l, m * 

1 T^KPKA VED minds on ashes feed ; 

Nor lovo nor sock for lieavenly bread; 

They choose the liusks Mdiich swino do eat, 

Or meanly crave the serpent's meat. 

9 , Jesus ! thou art tlie living bread 
By wliich our needy souls are fed ; 

In thee alone thy children find 
Enough to fill tho empty mind. 

3 Without this bread, I starve and die ; 

No other can my need supply; 

But this will suit my wretched case, 

Abroad, at homo, in every place. 

,.,.-...-a,.x,uL^-Lwu Fawcett. 

JOHN VI. 

OhriaVi hlesaed Sayings. 

F or the bread of God is he which cometh down from 
heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 

31 Then said they imto him, Lord, evermore give us this 
bread. 

35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life : he 
that cometh to me shall never hunger ; and he that believeth 
on me sliall never thirst. 

36 But I said unto you. That ye also have seen me, and 
believe not. 

37 All that tlic Father givctli me sliall come to me; and 
him that cometh to mo I will in no wise cast out. 

38 For I came doAvn from heaven, not to do mine own will, 
but the will of him that sent me. 

30 And this is the Father’s wdll winch hath sent me, that 
of all wliich he hath given me I should lose nothing, but 
should raise it up again at the hist day. 

40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one 
which sectli the Son, and bidioveth on him, may have everlast- 
ing life : and I will raise him up at the last day. 

41 The Jews then murmured at him, because he said, 1 am 
the bread which earnc down IVom heaven. 

42 And they said, Is not this .Iijsus, the son of Joseph, 
whose father and mother we know? how is it then that he 
saith, I came down from heaven’'' 

43 Jesus tlicreforc answered and said unto them, Mm*mur 
not among yourselves. 

44 No man can come to me, except tlic Father Avliich hath 
scut me draw him : and I will raise him np at the last day. 

45 It is written in tho prophets, And they sliall be all 
taught of God. Every man tlierefore that hath heard, and 
hath learned of tlu'. Father, cometh unto me. 

46 Not tliut any man hatli seen the Father, save he whicli 
is of God, he hath seen the Father. 

47 Verily, verily, 1 say unto you. He that believeth on me 
hath everlasting life. 

48 I am that bread of life. 

49 Your fathers did cat manna in the wilderness, and are 
dead.' 

50 This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that 
a man may cat thereof, and not die. 

51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven : 
if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever : and tlie 
bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life 
of the world. 

52 The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying. 
How can this man give us his flesh to eat ? 


• Reflbctiors vvov Johr VI.— Ab the partaking of food is nccos- 
sa^ for maintaining the life of the body, so receiving Christ and 
believing m him are essentially neoStoary for the eidstenoe and tho 


continuance of spiritual life in the aoul. *WTiat think wo of ObcU? 
Have we received ei^joyment from him, t^hich the most delicious 
feasts provided by princes could never oonfor? Bo wo rejoice in him' 
as the promised Messiah, and in those miraculous probfo he ftumi^ed 
that ho, and he alone, was the OhiM born, and the Son given? 
Incalculable ore the benefits which accompany and flow the 
knowledge of Christ’s cxcollonoe, and faith in his righteousness. 
They are included in that great, oomprehonsiye blessi^ — ^'Ever- 
lasting life ! ” Qrcat is the goodness of God in Ms providence, in 
providing us daily with the bread wliich perisheth ; out infinitely 
greater the goodness of God in his grace, in providing for our soub 
the bread of life, wMch secures, for those who parted of it, tho 
blessings of immortality. 


PRAYER. 

O UR father’s Ood and our own God, thou art the glorious 
Jehovah, the object of the admiration, love, and worship of 
men, of angels, and of glorified saints. Thou art self-existent ; 
thy being is in and of thyself, and thy boundless blessedness 
flows from thine own uncreated attributes, and is altogether 
independent of all the created universe beside. We adore thee 
as the author of our being, and as tho source of all our happi- 
ness aud hope. Wo desire therefore to seek thee in preference 
to all objects beside, to implore thy favour, which is more 
valuable than life itself; and we desire by the promised help 
of the Holy Spirit to give thee in life, and through the end- 
less ages of eternity, the glory due unto thy name. 

We desire, O Jesus, to rejoice in the blessed manifestations 
of thy Divine glory given in the portion of the holy Word we 
have now read. Thou art the resurrection and the life. Thou | 
dost raise the soul to life in the day of conversion, and thou 
wilt raise the bodies of the redeemed to a glorious life on the 
imorning of the rcsuiTection-day. We earnestly pray that we 
may be now raised to a life that is spiritual, and that our souls 
may no longer remain in the state of spiritual death. At the 
last day may we be partakers of the first resurrection ; then 
the second death, that death which consists in tho miseries of 
hell, shall have over us no more power. We place at thy feet, 

O Jesus, all our beloved relatives who are graceless, who are 
spiritually dead ; and we would pray that they may hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and live. O, may they live for ever 1 
We thank thee, O Saviour; for the encouragement thou 
hast given us to come unto thee. Tliou hast promised that 
they who come thou wilt in no wise cast out. Lord, we come, 
weak and sinful, helpless and guilty. May thy good spirit 
teach us to come with humility, love, and confidence. We 
come to thee for pardon; Lord Jesus, pardon our sins. We 
come to thee for regeneration ; luord, wash us by the washing 
of regeneration. We come to thee for grace ; Lord, give us 
of thy fulness, that wc may receive, and grace for grace. 

Take our beloved children under thy care, and teach them to 
hunger and thirst after righteousness. May they receive thee 
as the bread of life. 

Wc desire to look on thee, O Saviour, as the Divine manna, 
which came down from heaven. O suffer us not to feed on 
the ashes of worldly objects, but may we feed by faith on 
the person and righteousness of Christ. May we no longer 
cat serpents’ meat, hut may we feed on the doctrines of thy 
Gospel, the commandments of thy Word, and the promises of 
thy truth. May we.seek thee and in thee, O Jesus^ the 
nourishment and the comfort of our souls, lliou alone canst 
fill, thou alone canst satisfy the boundless wishes of our 
heart. 

May our daily sins be pardoned, and oar daily guilt wfisbed 
away. May the shield of thy mercy be spread over ns this 
night. AH we ask is for Jesus’ sake, who k wfothyi irith iho 
Father and the Spirit, of all ghny and pmse, ww noi OfWt 
'Amen. v 


SIXTEENTH WEEK.--THUBSDAY MORNINa. 


BLEUtKOS 07 00DUNES8. 

0M4$h, W^reater, Pnvidmoe Cidkge, JEtammcmd* o. k. 

1 IJOW vast tbe blessings, how divine, 

From godliness which flow ! 

Nor men, nor angels, should they join, 

Cun half its vmae show. 

'2 Ten thousand comforts it procures 
To ChristionB while on earth; 

It endless happiness secures, 

And flrees from endless death. 

8 God for himself hath set apart 
The godly whom he loves ; 

They have a place within his heart ; 

Their conduct he approves. Akon. 



NUMBERS VI. 

The NwkiHie, 

A ND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them. 
When either man or woman shall separate themselves to vow 
a vow of a Naaarite, to separate themselves unto the Loiin : 

8 He shidl separate himself from wine and strong drink, 
and shall drink no vinegar of wine, or vinegar of strong drink, 
neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist 
grapes, or dried. 

4 AJl the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is 
made of the vine tree, from the keniels even to the husk. 

6 All the days of the vow of his sf*paration tlicrc shall no 
raaor come upon his head: until the days be fulfilled, in the 
which he separateth himself unto the Loan, he shall be holy, 
end shall let the locks of the hair of his licad grow. 

G All the days that he separateth himself imto the Loan he 
shall come at no dead body. 

^ 7 He shall not make himself unclean for his father, or for 
Ms mother, for his brother, or for his sister, when they die : 
because the consecration of his God is upon his head. 

8 All the days of his separation he is holy unto the Loan. 

9 And if any man die very suddenly by him, and he hath 
defiled the head of his consecration; then he shall shave his 
head in the day of his cleansing, on the seventh day shall he 
shave it. 

10 And on the eighth day he shall bring two turtles, or two 
young pigeons, to the priest, to the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation : 

11 And the priest shall offer the one for a sin offering, and 
the other for a burnt offering, and make an atonement for 
him, for that he sinned by the dead, and shall hallow his head 
that same day. 

12 And he shall consecrate unto the Lord the days of his 
separation, and shall bring a lamb of the first year for a 
trespass offering : but the days that were before shall be lost, 
because his separation was defiled. 

22 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

28 Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying, On this 
wise ye shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto them, 

24 Thc^LoRD bless thee, and keep thee : 

25 The Lord make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious 
uutothee: 

26 The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give 
thee jteaee. 

27 And they shall put my name upon the children of Israel; 
and t will blM them. 

ittob Nuhbem vi. — Our Saviour is remarkably pre- 
flgUTed iu the aiuaeut Kasarite. In the most glorious and exalted 
sense, as ICediator, he was separated unto the Lord. From all 
tetemityhe was s^arated in the Divine decree; and he willingly 
oame unto bbhgafibns in the covenant of grace to aerate and oon- 
I for the great work of redemption — a worit far more 

r; : than calling the uniTerse into eiostenoe. Th 0 Nasarite, 


according to his vow, abstained from luxurious pleasures ond delights: 
see how self-denied was Jesus ! see the hunger, and thirst, and nume- 
rous privations to which ho submitted to accomplish the groat work, 
for which he so nobly and mercifully set himselt* apart ! The Naza- 
rite was a living specimen of solf-dcnial; of solf-deni.il, Jesus was a 
perfect example. Tho Nazorito was an exhibition of v*en 5 onal purity, 
and the rejection of carnal pleasures; Jesus, in hid 'matchless life, 
gave an example of spotless purity. Ho was hoi}", Inumlcss, undo- 
lilcd, and separate from sinners. The consccniiion of tho ^azorito 
was confirmed by tho sacrifice of a lamb ; tho consecration of Christ 
to the great work of tho atonement was most wonderlully confirmed 
by tho sacrifice of himself, tho Lamb of God, who taJtcUi away the 
sins of the world. May wo bo spiritual Nazmites, washed and saved 
in JcBUB^ blood I 

PEAYER. 

^ GOD, to whom all majesty belongs, and to whom all praiiic 
^ and adoration arc due, tliou art an infinite and unchange- 
able Spirit. In thy power thou art almighty, in thy wisdom 
thou art unerring, and in thy goodness thou art infinite. No 
mortal eye can ever behold thee, and the capacity of men or of 
angels shall never be able to compreliciid thee ; thou art present 
in every pari pf thy dominions, and yet all thy dominions can- 
not contain thee. Thou art the omniscient God, before whose 
eyes all creatures, all events, and even the most secret thoughts 
of the hearts of men, are naked and open. Holy Spirit, we 
long for thine influence, for thy gracnous power, that we may 
be suitably affected with a believing and devotional sense of 
the glorious attributes of Jehovah I 

Wc now prostrate ourselves before thy throne. Wc are un- 
worthy, but there is worthiness in Jesus, our Surety, through 
whom alone we draw near to thy throne. In dependence upon 
the assistance of the Holy Spirit, and in the name of tho Lord 
Jesus Clirist, wc would call upon the Lord our God. 

We have experienced during the last night, and in the 
returning of the moruing^s light, that thou art continually 
doing us good, though we arc evil and unthankful. Wc thank 
thee for our rest, our refreshment, and defence. We bless 
tlicc that we have not been tossed upon our beds with pain, 
and that wearisome days and nights have not been appointed 
to us. While many oi’c wandering exiles, liaving no Imbita- | 
tion, we have a safe and quiet abode, For this wc praise thee. 

Lord, assist us in the duties of this day. May we know the 
duties of our stations and our different relations. May we not 
only know them, hut faithfully and cheerfully discharge them. 
Preserve us this day from every danger, defend and strengthen 
us against every temptation, and assist us in every duty. 

Gracious God, may the account nc have now read of the 
Nazarite convince us of the value and of the necessity of holi- 
ness. Like the Nazarite, may we be separated to tlie Lord, 
and may our souls and bodies and lives be all engaged in the 
service of our God. Like him, may wo be crucified to tho 
world, and live above its riches, its pleasures, and its honours. 
Give us, O Lord, a delight in things Divine May wc liunger 
and thirst after righteousness, and may wc have meat to eat 
which the world knows nothing of. 

May o\ir dear children be Jioliness to the Lord, 0 make 
them spiritual Nazariies, We pray not that thou wouldst take 
them out of the world, but that thou wouldst preserve them from 
the evil of the world. 

Make our family a holy family, our congregation a holy 
people, our relatives a holy kindred, and our country a hofy 
nation. May we be more convinced than we have ever been 
of the necessity of holiness. Thou hast said, Without holi- 
ness no man shall see the Lord. Most mercifully give us that 
righteousness of Christ by which we shall be accepted of God, 
and that holiness of heari by which we shall bo prepared to 
see and eiifloy God in heaven. We implore an answer to this 
our morning prayer, for Jmxm* sake. Amen. 
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SIXTEENTH WEEK.— THURSDAY EVENING. 


SAFETY IN CHRIST ALONE. 
Skuron^i Vale. Campbell, Ltwiem, Xfareltam, 

1 ^HOU, only soveroign of my heart, 

My refuge, my almighty friend ; 
And cun iny soul from thee depart, 

<^f)n whom done my hopes depend ? 

2 Whither, ah ! wliither shall I go, 

A wretched wanderer from my Lord ? 
Can this dark world of sin and woe 
One glimpse of happiness alford ? 

3 Eternal life thy words impart, 

On those my fainting spirit lives; 

Here sweeter comforts cheer my heart 
Than all the round of nature gives. 

4 Let carth^s alluring joys combine, 

While thou art near, in vain they call!- 
One smile, one blissful smile of thine, 
My dearest Lord, outweighs them all. 


JOHN VI. 

Chi'iaVe divine Sayings, 

rpHEN Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you. 
Except yc emt the flesh of the Sou of man, and drink his 
olood, ye have no life in you. 

64 Whoso cateth niy flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath 
eternal life : and I will raise liim up at the last day. 

55 For my flesh is im'.at indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 

66 He that eateth my flcsli, and drinketh my blood, dwclletli 
in me, and 1 in him. 

57 As the living Fath(;r hath sent me, and I live by the 
Father : so he that cateth me, even he sliall live by me, 

58 This is that bread wliicli came down from heaven : not 
as your fathers did eat manna, and arc dead : he that eateth of 
this bread shall live for ever. 

69 These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in 
Capernaum. 

60 Many therefore of his disciplo.s, when they had heard 
this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it? 

61 When Jesus knew in himsf^lf that Ins disciples mur- 
mured at it, he said unto them. Doth this offend you ? 

62 What and if ye shall sec the Son of man ascend up 
where he w as before ? 

63 It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh proflteth 
nothing : the words that I speak unto you, they arc spirit, and 
they are life. 

64 But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus 
knew from the bcgiuiiing who they were that believed not, 
and who sliould betray him. 

66 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can 
come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father. 

66* IVom that time many of his disciples went back, and 
walked no more with him. 

67 Tlien said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 

68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall 
we go ? thou hast the words of eternal life. 

69 And wc believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, 
the Son of the living God, 

70 Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you twelve, 
and one of you is a devil? 

71 He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon : for ho it 
was that ahouid betray him, being one of the twelve. 


Bjwlbctions vws John tt.— T he reception, or rejection of Christ, 
are acts infinitely distant from indifferent. Upon them depend eternal 
cealities. At amh, the believer will find that the reception of Jesus 

AAA ^ 


is followed by the endless felicity of heaven : and at death, the tUL* 
godly man will find that the impenitent rejection of Ohnst is fifilowed 
by the ceaseless miseries of Tophet. Mayjthe Holy Spirit teach, and 
enable us to receive Christ by a living, appropriatmg faith : thus we 
shall eat his flesh, and drink his blood; thus we shall inherit and 
enjoy all those inviduable blessings which were purchased and secured 
by the humanity of Christ, by the dying of his body, and the shed- 
ding of his blood. May our hearts be completely delivered from all 
prejudices against the Gospel plan of salvation. While many have 
murmured against it to their perdition, may we believingly approve 
of it to our salvation. Great is the consolation of those who have 
clear views of tho Divinity and the atonement of Jesus. 


PRAYER. 

I NFINITELY blessed and glorious Lord God, thou art our 
merciful Father, whom we approach at the dose of the 
day, in the all-prcvailing name of Jesus, the name which is as 
ointment poured forth. Thou dwellest in the highest heavens. 
The heaven is thy lofty throne, while the earth is thy foot- 
stool. We rejoice that though the splendour of thine attri- 
butes more peculiarly shines in the celestial world, thou hast 
also manifested thy glory through all the earth. With filial 
confidence we would approacli thee, and with filial reverence 
wc would acknowledge and adore the perfections of thy being, 
which are partially manifested in creation and providence, but 
which are marvellously and infinitely manifested and glorified ^ 
in the person and righteousness of J^us, thy well-beloved and ’ 
only begotten Son. 

We desire to present our evening prayer under a deep im^ 
pression of our uuworthiness of the blessings we have this day 
received, and under a lively and humbling sense of the sins 
we have committed since last appeared before thy gracious 
throne. We acknowledge, 0 Lord, thy fatherly goodness mani- 
fested to us this day, and tliy patience in bearing with our 
numerous short-comings and provocations. Let thine un- 
deserved kindness continue with us this night. May our 
bodies be refreshed with the dleep of thy beloved, and may we 
awake on the approaebing morning in the enjoyment of health 
and in the exercise of reason, that we may be fitted for the 
duties of another day. 

Holy Spirit, bless to us the sacred sayings of our Lord 
which we have now read. Truly, O Jesus, never man spake 
like thee. Grace is poured into thy lip. Thou art fairer 
than tlie children of men ; grace is poured into thy lip. Thy 
words arc more precious than gold ; they are sweeter than 
honey. 

We acknowledge thee, O Immanuel, as the author and 
finisher of faith. We would earnestly supplicate from thee, 
our Saviour and our God, that faith by which we shall eat 
thy flesh and drink thy blood. By faith may we feed on thy 
person, thine offices, thy righteousness, thy relations, and thy 
promises. 

May our dearly beloved children, in the beginning of theit 
days, receive a living and a lively faith in thee as their Re- 
deemer and their God, Give them that faith by which they 
shall surrender their hearts to thee, and embrace thee ae the 
only refuge of their souls, 

O Jesus, thou art the Son of the living God. Suffer us 
not to apostatize from thee. Preserve us from the 
sin and state of backsliding. May we never, never go baok^ 
To whom can we go, O Jesus, but unto thee ! Thou art our 
only i^deemer, our only refoge, oiur only counsellor, our only 
physician, our only comforter; where can we go but unto 
thee ? Behold, we come unto thee, O Jesus. To thee 
come for life, for pardon, for holiness, and for heaven. 
hast alone the words of eternal life. Lord, me»fifb^y^ho«r 
our prayer, for Jeaua’ sake, our only Mediator. Amen* ^ 


SIXTEENTH WEEK.— FEIDAY MORNING. 


GOD GRACIOUS. 

I p. VoUag$^ HamMgate, Mgirh»^ WdU» l. vl 

I 1 T TP to the Lord that reigns on high» 

' ^ And views the nations fium a£r, 

Let everlasting praises fly, 

And tell how large his bounties are. 

2 Ho overmleB all mortal things, 

And manages our mean affairs ; 

On humble souls the King of kings 
Bestows his counsels and his cores. 

8 Our sorrows and our tears wo pour 
Into the bosom of our God ; 

He hears us in the moumfiil liour, 

And helps us bear the heavy load. 

Watts, 46, B. //. 

NUMBERS IX. 

Acting under God's IHreetion, 

A ND on the day that the tabernacle was reared up the 
cloud covered the tabernacle, namely, the tent of the 
testimony ; and at even there was upon tlie tabernacle as it 
were the appearance of fire, until the morning. 

16 So it was alway : the cloud covered it by day, and the 
appearance of fire by night. 

17 And when the cloud was taken up from the tabernacle, 
then after that the children of Israel journeyed : and in the 
place where the cloud abode, there the children of Israel 
pitched their tents. 

18 At the commandment of the Loan the children of Israel 
journeyed, and at the commandment of Uic Lord they pitched : 
as long as the cloud abode upon the tabernacle they rested in 
their tents. 

19 And when the cloud tarried long upon the tabernacle 
many days, then the children of Israel kept the charge cf the 
Lord, and journeyed not. 

20 And 80 it was, when the cloud was a few days upon the 
tabernacle ; according to the commandment of the Lord they 
abode in their tents, and according to the commandment of 
the Lord they journeyed. 

21 And 80 it was, when the cloud abode from even unto 
the morning, and that the cloud was taken up in the raorniiig, 
then they journeyed ; wliether it was by day or hy night that 
the cloud was taken np, they journeyed. 

22 Or whether it were two days, or a month, or a year, that 
the cloud tarried upon the tabernacle, remaining tliercoii, the 
children of Israel abode in their tents, and journeyed not : but 
when it was taken up, they journeyed. 

28 At the commandment of the Lord they rested in the 
tents, and at the commandment of the Lord they journeyed : 
they kept the charge of the Loud, at the commandment of the 
Lord by the hand of Moses. 

NUMBERS X. 

Ths Blowing of silver Trumpets. 

A ND the Lord spake mito Moses, saying, 

2 Make thee two trumpets of silver; of a whole piece 
Bhalt thou make them : that thou mayest use them for the 
Galling of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps. 

8 And. the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow with the 
trumpets ; and they shall be to you for an ordinance for ever 
throughout your generations. 

9 And ye go to war in your land against the enemy that 
oppresseth you, then yc shall blow an alarm with the trumpets ; 

ye shall l>e remembered before the Lord your God, and ye 
tbw be saved from your enemies. 

10 Also m the day of your gladness, and in your solemn 
days, and in &e bc^ptmings of your months, ye shall blow 
TTi&i the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and over the 

of your peace offering ; that they may be to you for 
a jeiamorial before yowt God: I out the Lord your Oba« 


Rsflectioks upok Nuicbbbs IX., X.— Let us praise God for the 
sanctuary — for the ordinances observed in the Banctuary ; but more 
especially for God*8 gracious presence in the sanctuary. When Christ , | 
is absent, it is the darkness of midnight ; when ho is present, it is 
the brightness of day. A sanctuary witliout Christ deserves to be ! 
called **Ichahod” the glory is departed! A sanctuary, and Christ j 
within, deserves to be named Bethel ” the liouso of (jod, the gate 
of heaven. Infinitely well protecti^d is the Church of Christ. The ! 
ancient tabernacle was defended from tho sultry heat of the sun by | 
a dense miraculous cloud; the Church of Christ is under the 
pavilion of Divine love and almighty power. “On uU tlie glory 
there is a defence ! ** Tho Lcviticul trumpets should remind us of 
tho Gospel trumpet. Do wo love, and believe, and feel, and enjoy 
its accents } “ Blessed uro they who thus know the joyful sound 


PRAYER. 

TTNCREATED Jehovah, who dwellcst in uncreated light 
^ and who art arrayed in uncreated glory, w'C come before , 
thee as a family, on the morning' of another day, and througli , 
the merits of him who is the brightness of tliy glory and the 
express image of thy person. Though angels of the loftiest j 
order, and the spirits of just men made peifeet, are now prais* 
ing thee in loudest and sweetest strains of celestial devotion, 
in thine infinite condescension and goodness we are permitted, 
notwithstanding all our imperfections, to draw near thy throne 
of grace, to present the suj)plications of our hearts and the 
worsliip of our spirits. Though >vc cannot sec thee with our 
mortal eye, though we cannot behold the splendour of thine 
uncreated essence, we bless thee that we can read thy being in 
thy works, and that by the eye of faith we can discern thy 
perfections shining in thy Word. And what reason have we 
to bless thee that, though tlic very best of our services arc 
polluted and unworthy, yet the merit of our great High-priest 
can and will secure their acceptance before thy throne of grace I 

Wc bless thee that we are again permitted to assemble in 
thy presence to offer up our morning prayer. During another 
night thou hast manifested thyself our paternal guardian and 
our protecting God ; and when with welcome slumbers pressed, 
thy power unseen watched o\'er us, and made us rise in comfort 
and in peace. 

May we enter on this day in the enjoyment of thy smiles, 
and engage in all its duties under tlie direction of thy wisdom. 
Grant us that health of body and soundness of mind, that 
protection from the temptations of the world and those sup- 
plies of thy grace, wliich are necessary to fit us for thy service. 

We supplicate the influence of the Holy Spirit to bless the 
ordinance of reading the sacnMl records. May the journeys of 
the Israelites remind us we arc joumeying also through time, 
and hastening onward to eternity. As Israel journeyed under 
the Divine direction, may wc as a family never proceed one 
step in the journey of life without the wise counsels of Christ 
our Lord. Be to us, O Jesus, our pillar of cloud by day, and 
our pillar of fire by night. 

May the dear children of our family take thee for the guide 
of their youth. Under thy blessed direction may they take fast 
hold of instruction, and not let her go / may they keep her, for 
she is their life. May our servants be taught of God, 

We thank thee, O Lord, for the trumpet of the law, which 
proclaims thine authority ; and for the trumpet of the Gospel, 
which proclaims thy mercy. As loving and obedient sous, may 
we bow before thine authority ; and as genuine saints, may we 
believe and accept the invitations of thy mercy, and the pro- 
mises of thy truth. Have mercy upon a benighted world, and 
may the day soon arrive when aU its inhabitants shall licar the 
joyful proclamations of salvation through our Saviour’s blood. 

May our sins be forgiven, and our prayers answered, foi 
Jesus’ sake, our Mediator and Redeemer. And to the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, one Jehovah, be ascribed unceasing 
glory and praise^ 


SIXTEENTH WEEK.— FRIDAY EVENING. 


Ar 


Christ’s love to his father’s will. 

Colohuter, Mdictahel* Abridge JSudder^dd. c. M. 

1 spake the Saviour, *Lo, I’m here, 

My God, to do thy will ; 

Whatever thy sacred books declare, 

Thy servant shall fulfil. 

2 * Thy law is ever in ray sight, 

I keep it near ray lieart ; 

Mine cars are opened with delight 
To what thy lips impart.’ 

3 And see, the blessed lledeemcr comes ! 

Tho eternal Son ai>pcars ! 

And at the iqipointcd time assumes 
The body God iireparcs I 

Wina, Pi. 40, p. II 


JOHN VII. 

ChritCi wise Sayingi. 

A fter these things Jesus walked in Galilee : foi he would 
not walk in Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him. 

2 Now the Jews’ feast of tahernaclcs was at hand. 

3 His brethren therefore said unto him. Depart hence, and 
go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see the works that 
thou doest. 

4 For there is no man that docth anything in secret, and he 
himself secketh to he known openly. If thou do these things, 
shew thyself to the world. 

6 For neither did liis bretliren believe in him. 

6 Then Jesus said unto them, My time is not yet come : 
but your time is alway ready. 

7 The world cannot hate you ; hut me it hateth, because I 
testify of it, that the works thereof arc evil. 

8 Go ye up unto this feast : I go not up yet unto this feast ; 
for my time is not yet full come, 

■ 9 When he had said these words unto them, ho abode still 

in Galilee. 

10 But when his brethren were gone up, then went he also 
up unto the feast, not opciily, hut as it were in secret. 

11 Then the Jew s sought him at the feast, and said, Wliere 
! is he ? 

12 And there was much murmuring among the people con- | 
ceming him : for some said, He is a good man: others said, 
Nay ; but he decciveth the people. 

13 Howbeit no man spake openly of him for fear of the 
Jews. 

14 Now about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into 
the temple, and taught. 

16 And the Jews marvelled, saying. How knoweth this man 
letters, having never learned? 

16 Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, 
but his that sent me. 

17 If any man wDl do his will, he shall know of the doc- 
trine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. 

18 He that speaketh of liimself seeketh his own glory ; but 
he that seeketh his glory that sent him, the same is true, and 
no unrighteousness is in him. 

19 Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you 
keepeth the law ? Why go ye about to kill me ? 

SR) The people answered and said, Thou hast a devil ; who 
goeth about to kill thee ? 


BxFCEonoKi T7POK JoHR vu. — Jcsus catofully avoided exposing his 
life to his intended murderers until his work was finished— -tintU the 
tune fixed by* the Divine purpose arrived that he ifiioiild shed his 
blood and ley down his life. When that time arrived, with what 
jhgnified submission and serenity he' said to those men who were 
I sent forth to arrest him and hasten his murder, Whom seek ye? 


They answered, Jesus of Nazareth. He answered and said^ I am n 1” 
The near relatives of Jesus after the flesh were like other men | they 
were filled with carnal ambition, and not with zeal for tho ghuy of 
God, though they saw the miiaoles of Jesus, the proofs of his 
Messitthship. As it was in the days of our Saviour’s humbled 
humanity, most diversified and opposite wore the opinions onteriainod 
of Christ, so it is now. May we have correct views of Christ in his 
person as God and man : may we admire him in the communioatod 
graces of his humanity; and may we adore him in the uncreated 
perfections of his Divinity, exclaiming, Great is the mystery of 
godliness, God manifest in the fiesh.” 


PRAYER. 

W E adore thee, O Lord, as the almighty God, and as the 
Lord our God. Thou art the all-seeing and the infinitely 
gracious Jehovah. Thou hast called the universe into exist- 
ence for the display of thy perfections and for the honour of 
thy name. We acknowledge that we were created for thy 
glory. In conformity to the great end of our existence, we 
desire as a family to nnmble ourselves at thy feet, to express 
the homage and admiration of our souls, to acknowledge thy 
boundless and immutable majesty, to confess our vileness, 
un worthiness, and guilt, and, through tho merits and media- 
tion of thy well-beloved Son, to supplicate salvation, forgive- 
ness, and heaven. We are thy creatures and thy servants; 
and may our bodies and souls be engaged in thy service to the 
close of life, and in eternity may thy praises be continually in 
our mouth. 

May what we have now read of our Saviour’s humiliation 
on earth, of the malevolence which the Jews manifested 
against him, of their attempt to take away his life, and of the 
reproach they cast upon tho divinity of his mission, heighten 
our an^azement at the wickedness of man, and our astonish- 
ment at the love of Christ. 

O that the love of J esus were every day the subject of our 
thoughts, the object of our astonishment, and the source of 
our joy ! May wc sensibly feel in our mind an ardent and 
superlative love to Jesus. With thy servant of old, teach us 
witli the humble assurance of a lively faith to acknowledge, 
liord Jesus, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that we 
love thee ! ; 

We would mourn, O Lord, over the universal depravity of | 
the family of man. We woiild lament that the determmod 
enemies of Christ are still numerous and active and violent. 
We lament over the existence of infidelity in Christian lan^, 
and that multitudes will not come to the light, lest their deeds 
should be reproved. Thy Word,, O Jesus, is a living testimony 
of the depravity of man. Thy Word presents a true and 
affecting picture of his depravity and guilt. We praise thee 
that this true and blessed testimony is preserved, and that all 
the black and violent attempts employed to destroy the Scrip- 
tures from off the face of the earth have proved of no avail. 
Teach us to love the Bible because it is thy testimony, and 
because it gives the blessed testimony of thy love. 

Give our dear children, and the children of all the famUiei 
with which we are connected, a saving love of Jesus, and a 
saving faith in his righteousness and death, 0 may they never 
join the bands of those who are the determined enemes qf the 
truth, and may our servants be his faitfftU followers I 
Wherein we have offended thee this day, in thought; word^ 
or deed, graciously forgive. May the duties in whm we have 
engaged lead us nearer and nearer to thysdf. As every day 
is bringing us nearer to eternity as to time, may every- day 
bring us nearer heaven as to preparation. As thy diiidreii, 
wo commend ourselves to thy paternal protection thia 
All we ask is through Jesus Christ our glorified Mediator^. to a 
whom, with the Father and Holy Ghost, be aaoriibed fiimriairtiin 1 
glory. Amen, i 



BnCfBBNTH WSEK.~SATUKDAY HQBNING. 




fax caaBoa’a KXfBOTXfnni. 

AnmUL Bmt Tnutu, Am!$. Mm. a M. 

1 A BISB, 0 King of Graoe, arise, 

And enter to thj rest; 
to ! thy Ohuich waits with longing eyes, 

' Thus to be owned and blest. 

3 Enter with all thy glorious train, 

^^y spirit and thy word j 
All that the ark did onoe contain 
Could no Buoh grace afford. 

8 Here, mighty Ood 1 accept our tows. 

Here lot thy praise be spread ; 

Bless the provisions of thy house. 

And fill thy poor with bread. 

Watts, A. 132. 


NUMBERS X. 

Ood prcient teilh hit Church. 

A ND Moses said unto Hobab, the son of Raguel the Midi- 
anite, Moses’ father in law, We are journeying unto the 
place of which the Lord said, I will give it you : come thou 
with us, and we will do thee good : for the Lord hath spoken 
go^ concerning Israel. 

80 And he said unto him, I will not goj but I will depart 
to inine own land, and to my kindred. 

81 And he said. Leave us not, I pray thee; forasmuch as 
thou knowest how we are to encamp in the wilderness, and 
thou mayest be to us instead of eyes, 

82 And it shall be, if thou go with us, yea, it shall be, that 
what goodness the Lord shall do unto us, the same will wo 

do unto thee. , t a 

83 And they departed from the mount of the Lord three 

^i^ys’ journey i and the ark of the covenant of the Lord went 
before them in the three days’ journey, to search out a rest- 
ing place for them. , , i , 

34 And the cloud of the Lord was ujion them by day, wlien 

they went out of the camp. 

85 And it came to piiss, when the ark set forward, that 
Moses said, Rise up. Lord, and let thine enemies be scattered; 
and let them that hate thee flee before thee. 

86 And when it rested, he said. Return, O Lord, unto the 
many thousands of Israel. 

NUMBERS XI. 


The Murmuring of the Israelii Cf, 

A ND when the people complained, it displeased the Lord : 
and the Lord heard it, and his anger was kindled ; and 
the fire of the Jjord burnt among them, and consumed them 
that were in the uttermost parts of the camp. 

2 And the people cried unto Moses ; and when Moses prayed 
unto the Lord, the fire was quenched. 

8 And he called the name of the place Taberah : because 
the fire of the Lord burnt among them. 

4 And the mixt multitude that was among them fell a lust- 
ing 1 and the children of Israel also wept again, and said, AVho 

shall give us flesh to cat? . . t, .r i 

6 We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; 
the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, 

and the garlick : ^ x u 

6 But now our soul is dried away : there ts nothmg at all, 

beside this manna, before our eyes. , i . i 

■ 7 And the manna was as coriander seed, and the colour 
thereof as the colour of WeUium. , , . , j 

8 And ihe peqple went about, and gathered tf, and ground 
U in BtiUs, w Wt it in a mortar, and baked it in pans, and 
,made cakes of it,: and the taste of it was as the taste of firesh 
oiL 

; 9,A3id when Ae^sw M upon the camp in the night, the 
£bII UpOU He 


iUn-BonoNS upok Nmanma x., xi.—How honotirablo—how de- 
lightfal, to be journeying to heaven in the fellowship of heaven- 
bound pilgrims, and under the guidance ai?d protection of Jesus, who 
is given for a Witness, a Leader, and a Coinra under to the people ! 
TravoUers to the heavenly Jemsalom act in character, and Worthy of 
the religion of love whim tkey profess, when they use affectionate, 
prudent, and persevering moans to persuade their children, relatives, 
and friends, '/> Accompany them in their sacred pilgrimage to the 
heavenly Canaan. Do we love and relish the spiritual manna, with- 
out which we can make no progress in our journey to the jiromised 
rest ? Let us praise God for Christ, for the Gospel, for the blessings 
of salvation, and for the promises. They ore the true manna, the 
bread of life ! 


PRAYER. 

A DORABLE Jehovah, the Father, Son, and Spirit, one 
God, thou art the King eternal, the Ancient of days, 
invisible to mortal eye, the only wise God, and the source of 
that wisdom which distinguishes all intelligent beings, and 
which shines with such glory upon the pages of the blessed 
volume of eternal truth. Thou art our God, of whom and 
to whom are all things ; the Father of mercies, and the God 
of all grace. Though w'e are unworthy of the slightest in- 
stance of thy kindness, thou hast filled our cup with blessings, 
and thou hast made it to overflow in the presepce of our 
enemies, who longed for our destruction. We desire, there- 
fore, by the assistance of thy Spirit, and in the name of thy 
dear Son, on the moniing of the last day of the week, to open 
our lips and proclaim thy praise. 

We desire, with gratitude, solemnity, and joy, to begin this 
day by presenting ourselves before thy throne of grace, to 
present our moniing sacrifice. While others during the last 
night have met their long eternal doom, we thank a pacious 
and a sovereign Providence that wc are in the land of the 
living, surrounded by unmerited mercies. Lord, give us grace 
to be faithful this day in the discharge of all personal and 
relative duties. lu our temporal pursuits may we not be so 
absorbed with cartldy things, as to forget the concerns of the 
soul, and the important realities of another \vorld. Teach us 
to honour thee and adorn tlie Gospel, in our different stations 
as superiors, inferiors, or equals. May all our bodily wants be 
supplied, and our domestic and relative comforts continued; 
but, above all, may we live this day, and every day, by faith 
upon the Sou of God. 

AVhat reason have we to bless and praise thee, O Lord, that 
thou hast provided a glorious and happy heaven beyond the 
grave 1 May all of us be journeying to that land respecting 
which thou hast said and promised to thy people, I will give 
it you. O put us among thy children, and give to us, though 
infinitely unworthy, the goodly heritage of the host of nations. 1 
Bless all thy spiritual Israel scattered over the face of the 
earth. May wc in reality belong to the spiritual Israel ; and 
may wc be instrumental in persuading others to join thy spiri- 
tual family in their journey to the heavenly world. May we 
say, in the language of Moses, Come with us, and we will do 
thee good ; for the Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel. 

Persuade our dear children to join our company. Deeply 
impress their youthful minds with the unspeakable blessedness 
of meeting their parents and relatives in the heaven of heavens^ 
for ever to live in the presence of God and the Lamb, 

May we and all our relatives assemble at last before that 
glorious throne where the Lamb of God sits dispensing the « 
blessings of his purchase. Jesus, thou ark of the covenant, in 
whom the divinity dwells, mercifully go before us and all our 
kindred, in our journey to the promised land, and let all our 
spmtual enemies be scattered, (aid may we with the thousands 
of Israel at last triumj^ontly enter the celestial dominions. 
Hear us gradoasiy, for Jesus’ sake, our Divine M^iator. and 
Lord. Amon. 

283 


SIXTEENTH WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENING. 


THE SAVIOUE’S CALL. 

SAur, LeipHc. Darkhouae, Stevcna\ C. n. 

1 ^HE Saviour colls — let every car 

Attend the heavenlj^ sound ; 

Te doubting: souls, dismiss your fear, 

Hope smiles reviving round. 

2 For every thirsty, longing heart, 

Here streams of bounty flow ; 

And life, and health, and bliss impart, 

To banish mortal woe. 

S Hero springs of sacred pleasure rise, 

To ease your every pain ; 

(Immortal fountain ! full supplies!) 

Nor sliall you thirst in vain. Steblb. 

JOHN VII. 

ChiisVt Ansipei^s to the Jews. 

J ESUS answered and said unto them, I have done one work, 
and ye all marvel. 

22 ]\Ioscs therefore gave unto you eircumcision ; (not be- 
cause it is of Moses, but of the fathers ;) and ye on the sabbath 
day eircumcise a man. 

23 If a man on tlie sabbath day receive circumcision, tliat 
the law of Moses should not he broken ; arc ye angry at me, be- 
cause I have made a man every whit wliole on the sabbath day? 

2 i Judge not according to*thc a])pcarance, but judge righ- 
teous judgment. 

25 Then said some of them of Jerusalem, Is not this he, 
whom they seek to kill ? 

26 But, Jo, he speaketh boldly, and they say notliing unto 
him. Do the rulers know indeed that this is the very Clu'ist? 

27 Howbeit wc know tins man m hence he is : but when 
Christ cometh, no man kuoweth whence he is. 

28 Then cri(?d Jesus in the temple as he taught, saying, Ye 
ooth know me, and ye know whence I am ; and I am not come 
of myself, but he that sent me is true, whom yc know not. 

29 But 1 know him : for I am from him, and he bath sent me. 
30 Then they sought to take him : but no man laid hands 
on him, because his hour was not yet come. 

31 And many of the people believed on him, and said. 
When Christ coinetJi, will lie do more miracles than these 
which this man hath done ? 

32 The Pharisees lieard that the people murmured such 
things concerning him ; and the Pharisees and the chief priests 
sent officers to take him. 

33 Then said Jesus unto them. Yet a little while am I with 
you, and then I go unto him that sent me. 

34 Yc shall seek me, and shall not find me : and where I 
am, thither yc cannot come. 

35 Then said the Jews among themselves, Whither will he 
go, tliat we shall not find him? Will he go unto the dis- 
persed among the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles? 

36 What manner of saying is this that lie said. Ye shall 
seek me, and shall not find me : and where I am, thither yc 
cannot come ? 

87 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood 
and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, 
and drink. 

38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out 
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 

89 (But this spake he of tlic Sphit, wliich they that be- 
lieve on him shoidd receive : for the Holy Ghost was not yet 
given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) 


1lBvx.tCTioNs UPON JoHN VII, — Multitud(?8 of tlio Jcws SEW ChrisPs 
miracles, they believed they w^ro realities, and no deception ; they 
knew they were miracles of mercy as well os of power, and yet he was 
the otjeot of their most malignant hatred, envy, and scorn. We can- 
not a more affecting proof and illustratiou of what is said of the 
224 


corruption of the human heart by the Divine Bjoixit, in the Worct of 
life, Tho heart is deceitful above all things, ana desperately wicked; 
who can know it ? Wo should greatly admire Christ as a Teacher. 
Tho matter of his instruction was tho most sublime, appropriate, and 
usefhl ; the manner of his teaching was dignified, solemn, simple, 
affectionate, and impressive. Blessed pattern for parents, teaoheri^ 
and ministers ! What an incalculable injury those inflict upon them 
solves who rofuBo to believe in Christ ! Their inability to beffieve is 
no excuse, since Jesus is willing to bestow faith on those who ads 
it. ** Ho is tho author and finisher of our faith.” 


PRAYER. 

G racious God and Father, though we are worms of the 
dust, wc venture in the name of our Divine Mediator, 

I who is the way, the truth, and the life, to acknowledge and 
adore thee as the eternal and incomprehensible God. How 
wonderful is that light in which thou dwellest, which no 
mortal being has ever seen, and compared with which the 
brightness of all the shining orbs of heaven is only tho dark- 
ness of death ! Thou dwellest in heaven, where thousands of 
thousands minister unto thee. We rejoice that thou also 
dwellest on earth in the midst of thy Church, displaying thy 
grace. Adored lie thy name, that while thou passest over the 
palaccs.of impious princes, thou takest up thine abode with 
those who are of an humble and contrite heart, making their 
cottages Bethels. Eternal praises to thy name, that, even 
for us, thou hast consecrated a new and living way, that with 
boldness we may draw near thy throne of mercy on earth, and 
at last be admitted within the pearly gates of the New Jeru- 
salem, to stand before thy throne of glory in licaven. 

After the mercies of another day, we come as a family to 
wc^rship at thy footstool. Look upon us in thy tender mercy, 
and let the words of our mouths and the meditations of our 
hearts be acceptable in tby siglit, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

We present the thanksgivings of our heart for the goodness 
which has protected us and provided for us during the past 
day. Ever may thy manifold mercies excite lively emotions 
of gratitude, humility, and love. May we.be stirred up by 
thine -unmerited goodness, constrained irresistibly to run iu 
the way of thy coinraandinemts. Again we commit oui'selvcs 
to thee, and pray that we may enjoy thy care tlirough the 
watches of tlic night, trusting ifi God that no evil may be 
permitted to come near our persons or our dwelling. 

Holy Spirit, mrty the hypocritical veneration which the 
Jews manifested towards Divine institutions, and the pre- 
sumptuous fault they found with Christ, teach us earnestly to 
seek after genuine, unfeigned godliness. Blessed Jesus, thou 
art the very Christ. Thou art the Child born, and the Son 
given. By faith may each one of us receive thee as the Christ 
of our souls. Thou art in the midst of us in a preached 
Gospel, and in the ordinances of thine appointment. May we 
seek thee ; then, agreeably to thy promise, we shall find tnee. 

Teach our dear children to seek thee in the golden period of 
their days, before their minds are assailed by the storms of 
worldly cares. 0 draw them by the cords of love, and coit- 
vince them that they who early seek thy grace shall never seek 
in vain. May our servants give their hearts to Jesus. 

Exalted Immanuel, thou art the fountain of salvation. From 
thee flow streams of living water — strekms of pardon, streams 
of holiness, and streams of comfort. Glory to thy name, that 
we arc invited to come unto thee and drink. Blessed Saviour^ 
we come, wc fall prostrate at thy feet ; give to us and our 
friends of the waters of salvation ; then shall we live for cvei% 
On the approaching Sabbath may multitudes of thirsty souls 
come to thee and drink. O may they take the blessings thy 
love imparts; may they drink, and never die. Hear us gra* 
ciously, for Jesus^ sake. And may the grace of 
Jesus Christ be with us all. Amen. 



SEVENTEENTH WEEK.— SABBATH MOENING. 


cnAiaT thb only suiubtt, 

TriumjihanL .Magdalm. AUeSireeL uta. 

1 IJO blood of beaats on altars spilt 

Oan oleanse the souls of men from gnilt : 

But thou hast set before our eyes 
An all-suffioiont sacrifice. 

2 Lo r thine eternal Son appears, 

To thy designs ho bows ears ; 

Assumes a body well prepared^ 

And well performs a work so hard. 

3 * Behold, I come/ (the Saviour cries, 

With love and duty in his eyes,) 

* I come to bear the heavy load 

0^ sins, and do thy will, my God.' Watw, Pi. 40. 

psalmIoI 

Christ the Swv/y. 

TtT ANY, O Lord my God, are thy wonderful works u*/itc/i 
thou hast done, and thy thoughts w/tic/i are to us-ward : 
they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee : if I would 
declare and speak of them, they are more tlian can be num- 
bered. 

6 Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire : mine cars 
hast thou opened : burnt offering and sin offering hast thou 
not required. 

7 Then said I, Lo, I come : in the volume of the book it is 
written of me, 

8 I delight to do thy will, O my God : yea, thy law is 
within my heart. 

9 I have preached righteousness in the great congregation : 
lo, I have not refrained my lips, O Loan, thou knowest. 

10 I have not hid thy righteousness within my heart ; I 
have declared thy faithfulness and thy salvation : I have not 
concealed thy lovingkindness and thy truth from the great 
congregation. 

11 Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, 0 Lord : 
let thy lovingkindness and thy truth continually preserve me. 

12 For innumerable evils have compassed me about*, mine 
iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to 
look up ; they arc more than the hairs of mine head : therefore 
my heart faileth me. 

18 Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me: O Lord, make 
haste to help me. 

14 Let them be ashamed and confounded together that 
seek after my soul to destroy it ; let them be driven backward 
and put to shame that wish me evil. 

16 liet them be desolate for a reward of their shame that 
say unto me. Aha, aha. 

16 Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee ; 
let such as love thy salvation say continually. The lioun be 
magnified. 

17 But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon 
me : thou art my help and my deliverer ; make no tarrying, 
O my God. 

PSALM XLI. 

The JSkssinff of tfie OharUahle Man, 

TJLESSED is he that considereth the poor : the Lord will 
deliver him in time of trouble. 

2 The ILiOBD will preserve him, and keep him alive ; and he 
shall be blessed upon the earth : and thou wilt not deliver him 
onto the will of his enemies. 

8 The XiOBB will strengthen him upon the bed of languish- 
ing: thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness. 

4 I saidj be merciful unto mo; heal my soul; for 1 
liate siimdd against thee. 

; Bsssaoszeiks wtw Bsalx xx..^ xtiZ*-^The volumes of creation and 
Mssideiiot fbndsk Imt voliime of redemption presents, 

of the attnbtttes of Joho- 
vsh. Svsr may we be iimoM to mad these ilnpeiido^ booki^ and 


I stupendous booki^ and 


our hearts enabled to admire the rich illustrations Uiey give of Qod in 
his power, wisdom, and goodness ! Host striking, clear, and ample 
oro the pr^otionB of the Old T^tament re6peotin|; Jesus, his mission, 
his work, his sufferings, and triumphs. Let us rejoice in tho engage- 
ments which Christ made in the covenant of grace ftom all eternity 
as our Surety. 0 with what readiness he entered upon his work, 
that he might fulfil the conditions to which ho agreed. As no sacri- 
fices under the law could make a real atonement, ho presented himself 
as tho great sacrifice, which alone could satisfy Divine justice, and 
remove human guilt. Hay the fiilfilment of these conditions call 
forth tho liveliest gratitude and tho warmest affections of our heart. 
May tho mercy wMoh Jesus has shown to us teach us to allow mercy 
to others. 

PRAYER. 

^UR Qod and our Father, thou art the Lord of the Sabbath- 
” day, by whose authority it was appointed, and for whose 
glory it was set apart. As the object of religious worship and 
^oration, thou art infinitely gracious, and therefore wo are 
welcome to approach thee ; thou art infinitely merciful, and 
therefore it is good to draw near unto thee. Be mercifully 
pleased to draw nigh unto us. Praise to thy name for 
the return of another day, but especially for the return of 
another Sabbath-day, another day of the Son of man, a day 
commemorative of his glorious victory over death and the 
grave. Hallelujah to our God, that on the morning of this 
hallowed Sabbath we can take into our lips the triumphant 
accents, and sing, Thou hast ascended up on high, thou hast 
led captivity captive, thou hast received gifts for men, even 
for the rebellious. 

This, O Lord, is the day thou hast made, wo will be glad 
and rejoice in it. O may the day-spring from on high visit 
our souls, and may the Sun of righteousness rise upon us with 
healing in his wings. 

Jesus, thou Son of the eternal Father, we praise thee that in 
the council of peace from all eternity thou didst consent to 
become our Surety. We would admire for ever and ever thy 
benevolence and grace, in thus proclaiming thy willingness to 
save our mined world, agreeably to the Fathers purpose : 
Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine cars hast 
thou opened: burnt-offering and sin-offering hast thou not 
required. Then said 1, Lo, I come : in the volume of the 
book it is written of me, 1 delight to do thy will, O my God : 
yea, thy law is within my heart. Blessing and honour be for 
ever ascribed to thy name, O Jesus, that while no other sacri- 
fice could satisfy offended justice, thou didst present thyself an 
offering and a sacrifice for a sweet smelling savour unto God. 
And wc rejoice that what no other sacrifice could uccomplisli, 
has been most fully accomplished by thy sufferings and death. 

Make thy ministering servants faithful in holding thee up 
before the assembled congregations, as the once crucified but 
now glorified Redeemer. Teach them to follow thy Divine 
example as a preacher of righteousness. May they preach 
righteousness to the great congregation, and not refrain their 
lips. May they deliver openly, and boldly, yet affectionately 
and reverently, the whole truth. O that each minister of the 
cross of Christ may have reason to sav at the close of this dajr, 
and at the close of life, I have not hid thy righteousness within 
ray heart; I have declared thy faithfulness and thy salvation. 

Bless the Word which may be delivered to our rulers, our 
senators, and our judges. 

Let thy loving->kindness and thy truth constantly preserve 
our children. 

Have mercy on the poor, the needy, and the afflicted, and 
be their help and their deliverer. May there be great ioy this 
day over repenting sinners. O bow down the hearts of multi- 
tunes befim the sceptre of Immanuel. Hear our itnperfoci 
pr^ers, for Jesim’ sake. Amen. 

Our Eathor winch art in heaven, &c. 


■ ' — ■ ' I 1 nil 

SEVENTEENTH WEEK.— SABBATH 3SVKNING. 


fiOPB IN GOO. 

OsvBiffa. 8t, Mary's, Sand Down* JSttenhom^ a m. 

1 T|7ITH earnest longiMs of the mind, 

' ^ » My God, to thee 1 look ; 

Bo pants the hunted hart ind 
And taste the cooling brook. 

2 When shall I seo thy courts of grace, 

And moot my God again ? 

So long an absence from thy face 
My heart endures with pain. 

3 'Ti4i with a moumftd pleasure now 

I think on ancient days ! 

Then to thy houso did numbers go, 

And all our work was praise. 

Watts, 42, p. A 

PSALM XLI. 

David's Omnjfilaint. 

M ine ciKimkCs speak evil of me, When shall he die, and 
his name perish ? 

6 And if he come to see me, lie speaketh vanity : his heart 
gathercth iniquity to itself ; when he goeth abroad he telleth it, 
7 All that hate me whisper together against me : against 
me do they devise my hurt. 

8 An evil disease, say they, clcaveth fast unto him ; and 
now that he lieth, he shcdl rise up no more. 

9 Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which 
did cat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me. 

10 But thou, O Lord, be merciful unto mo, and raise me 
up, that I may requite them. 

11 By this 1 know that thou favourest me, because mine 
enemy doth not triumph over me. 

12 And as for me, thou upholdcst me in mine integrity, 
and settest me before thy face for ever. 

13 Blessed be the Loud God of Israel from everlasting, and 
tn everlasting. Amen, and Amen. 

PSALM XLII. 

David's Love to the Public Ordinances, 

A S the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my 
soul after thee, O God. 

2 My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God ; when shall 
I come and appear before God ? 

8 My tears have been my meat day and night, while they 
continually say unto me. Where is thy God ? 

4 When I remember these things, I pour out my soul in me : 
for I hod gone with the multitude, I went with them to the 
house of God, with the voice of joy and praise, with a multi- 
tude that kept holyday. 

5 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou 
disquieted in me ? hope thou in God ; for I shall yet praise him 
for the help of his countenance. 

6 O my God, my soul is cast down within me : therefore 
will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, and of the 
Herraonites, from the hill Mizar. 

7 Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts : 
all thy waves and thy billows are gone over me. 

8 Yet the Lord will command his lovingkindness in the 
daytime, and in the night his song shall be with me, and my 
prayer unto the God of my life. 

9 I wiQ say unto God my rock. Why hast thou forgotten 
me? why go I mourning because of the oppression of the 
enemy ? 

10 A$ with a sword in my bones, mine enemies reproach 
me; while they say daily unto me, Where is thy God? 

11 Why art thou cast down, O my soul ? ana why art thou 
disquieted, within ine? hope thou in God: for 1 shall yet praise 
him, wJw is the health of my oountonanoe, and mj God. 

9M 


ItoxBOTioiraupoN PSAMI XLI., xui.— In many jwafiiDiis of the OM 
Testament we see, as in a glass, a most miniite repreisentatio& of the 
sufferings of Christ. Though the greatest and best friend the human 
race ever beheld, his enemies were numerous like bee^ and in 
violence they resembled infririated dogs and roaring lions. Though 
he appeared in the spoUess garments of perfect umoeenoe, he was 
loaded with reproach. Though he healed the diseases and saved the 
lives of multitades, he was considered unworthy to live, and fixed 
like a criminal to the accursed tree ! Even one of his own disciples 
joined the conspirators, and hastened his death, li^at he suffered 
in his soul was the moat pungent and overwhelming* Hallelujah I 
all these sufferings and sorrows have accomplished their end, and 
have passed away for ever. The crown shall flourish for 

ever on his head ! 

PBAYEE. 

“OATHER, Son, and Spirit, one undivided Jehovah, thou 
J- art the eternal, the ever-blessed, and glorious Lord Gtod. 
Glorious art thou in thy purposes, thy Word, and thy works, 
but thou art most transcendently glonous in thyself. In thy 
dominion thou art over all, God blessed for ever; immutably 
wise, powerful, holy, just, and good. The felicity and blessed- 
ness of thy nature arc infinitely independent of all beings. 
Thou art the inexhaustible fountain of that blessedness which 
is enjoyed by saints on earth, by the spirits of just men made 
perfect, and by holy angels who surround thy celestial throne. 
Thy loving-kindness is better than life, and therefore wc 
desire, in the name of J esus, to entreat thy favour with our 
whole heart. 

In consequence of our innumerable and infinitely aggra- 
vated sins, we are unworthy of the very smallest instance of 
thy goodness ; nevertheless, we are encouraged to lift up our 
eyes for mercy in the name of Jesus, who loved us, and gave 
himself for ua ; yea, who laid down his life that we might be 
preserved from the merited ire of heaven. 

We thank God for his public ordinances, and for an oppor- 
tunity of uniting with thy ]^oplc in the observance of tnem. 
O that each of us had that love to thy sanctuary and institu- 
tions which the Psalmist had when he said, As the hart panteth 
after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God, 
Like him, may our soul thirst for God, for the living God; 
may it be our greatest joy to appear before God in his earthly 
courts ; and when wc die, may wo appear among the general 
assembly and church of the first-bom, before God in heaven. 
As a family, may wc over esteem it our honour and our joy to 
go with the multitude to the house of God, with the voice of 
joy and praise. 

Convince our beloved children and servants that they can 
never he, admitted to thy heavenly sanctuary above, \f they 
live and die without a love to thy house and the sacred 
ordinances which are observed within its walls, 

O give them and all our relatives and Mends this love; then 
shall we hail the day when we shall enter upon the emjfioy- 
ments and enjoyments of heaven. 

May the Word preached afford the sweetest consolation to 
desponding, afflicted souls. May the discoveries- which have 
been made to them of thy love, thy grace, and thy truth, jift 
them up from the deeps of affliction. May these discovemes 
convince them that, though the waves and raging billows may 
have TOne over them, or are still rolling over them, thou wifi 
not, thou const not forsake them. 

May the effects of a preached Gospd be very visible cm 
US, as a family. Holy Spirit, may it come to us not in Word 
only, but also in power, and by the Holy Ghost, and with 
much assurance. 

Give thine angels charge over us this nighty and m the 
moraing of anotto day may we sunound tins diwwatie ilter« 
Hear ns, fiir Jesus our Mediator and Redeemer's miag. Asmol 

Our IWther wkieh art in heavmi, fee. 






SEVENTEENTH WEEK.— MONDAY MOBNING. 


P90VIBBK01B IQUITABLB AKB KIND. 

OM Mki/hml, Merep-tM Ximg^Mdge * . Orm*a lOdth, h» m. 
3 fpHY powerM oonsolatioxit cbeer^ 

^ Thy sxnilfifi Buppresa the deep-fetohc d aigh, 
Thy haad oan dry we trickling tear 
That Beorot wet4 the widoVe eye. 

2 Ail things on earth, and all in heaven 
On thjr eternal will depend ; 

And all fbr greater good were given, 

And aU si 


And all fbr grater good were given. 

And aU shall in thy glory end. 

8 This be my .oare ! to all beside 
Indifferenf let my wishes bo ; 

Passion be calm, and dumb bo pride, 

And fbcod, 0 God, my soul on tlioo. Anon. 

NUMBERS XI. 

Shmoer of QmU$. 

^HEN Moses heard the people weep throughout their 
families, every man in the door of his tent: and the 
an|;er of the Loan was kindled greatly; Moses also was 
displeased. 

11 And Moses said unto the Lord, Wherefore hast thou 
afflicted thy servant ? and wherefore have I not found favour 
in thy sight, that thou layest the burden of all this people 
upon me ? 

12 Have I conceived all this people ? have I l^gottcn them, 
that thou shouldcst say unto me. Carry them in thy bosom, as 
a nursing father bearcth the sucking child, unto the laud 
which tl]^ou swarest unto their fathers ? 

13 Whence should ! have flesh to give unto all this people? 
for th^ weep unto me, saying, Give us flesh, that wc may eat. 

14 I am not able to bear all this people alone, because it in 
too heavy for me. 

15 And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray thee, out 
of hand, if I have found favour in thy sight ; and let me not 
see my wretchedness. 

16 And the Lord said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy 
men of the elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the 
elders of the people, and officers over them ; and bring them 
unto the tabernacle of tlie congregation, that tlicy may stand 
there with thee. 

17 And I will come down and talk with thee there : and I 
will take of the spirit which in upon thee, and will put it upon 
them ; and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, 
that thou bear it not thyself alone. 

18 And say thou unto the people, Sanctify yourselves 
against to morrow, and ye sliall eat flesh ; for ye have wept in 
the ears of the Lord, saying, Who shall give us flesh to eat? 
for it was well with us in Egypt : therefore the Lord will give 
you flesh, and ye shall eat. 

19 Ye shall not eat one day, nor two days, nor five days, 
neither ten days, nor twenty days ; 

20 But even a whole montn, until it come out at your 
nostrils, and it be loathsome unto you : because that ye have 
despised the Lord, which is among you; and have wept before 
him, saying. Why came we forth out of Egypt? 

81 And Acre went forth a wind from the Lord, and brought 
quails firom the sea, and let them fall by the camp, as it were 
a dny's journey on this side, and as it were a day^s journey on 
the other side, round about the camp, and as it were two 
oubiti high upon the fime of the earth. 

^ 82 And tbepeo^ stood up all that day, and all that night, 
and all the next oay, and th^ gathered the quails: he that 
giathmed least fathered and they spread them all 

abroad tbe^^lves rband about the camp. 

,88t Aud whSe the fteih was betw^n their teeth, ere it 
wai ifliawed, ^ wrath ol the Loan waa kindled against the 


people, and the Loan smote the people with a veiy great 
plague. 

84 And he called the name of tliat place Kibroth-hattaavah ; 
because there they buried the people that lusted. 

i^FLBonoNs UPON NtniBREs XI. — Many murmur on account of the 
afflictions brought upon them by their Bins, who novor show the 
I slightest symptoms of repentance for tho sins they have committ^ 
and which were the procuring cause of their Buflerings. They who 
amign the providential management of God; who call in question 
his sovereignty and justice ; who murmur against God for bringing 
upon thorn that punishment their Bins merited, place themselves upon 
a most dangerous precipice, and oxposo themeelves to God's wrath 
for ever. They who give way to imhoUowed wishes may obtain 
their desire in a way of judgnaont, and frightfully acoolorato their 
own ruin. Discontented, obstinate, murmuring Israel, furnished 
some melancholy illustrations of this truth, which is verified oveiy 
day by tho liistory of our fallen race. May our will be lovingly 
subject to tho will of God ! 

PRAYER. 

O UR Father who art in heaven, thou art the blessed and the 
glorious Lord God, infinitely entitled to the homage and 
praises of angels and men. Wc adore thee as the King eternal, 
immortal, and invisible, the only wise God, the author and 
the end of all things. 

O Lord, thou art our Creator; our bodies were made and 
fasliioncd by thy hands; and thou art the Father of our 
spirits, who didst breathe into our nostrils the breath of life, 
so that wc became living souls. Thine eye didst see our sub- 
stance, being yet imperfect, and in thy book all our members 
Averc written, which in continuance were fashioned when as 
yet there was none of tliem. 

We thank thee for another opportunity of engaging in the 
exercises of domestic worship. Give us grace ever to esteem 
our daily worship of thee as the moat nec(‘8sary and the most 
delightful part of our daily employment. 

We thank that gracious Providence which has given us beds 
on which to He down, and wliich has given us rest upon our 
beds. Praise to God that we have again awoke by thy sus- 
taining kindness. Notwithstanding our guilt and multiplied 
provocations, tliy mercies ai*e new unto us every morning, and 
tliy faithfulness is continued every night. 

This day may thy Spirit be our counsellor, thy Word our 
rule, and thy promises our strength. Preserve our going out 
and coming in, and compass us about with thy favour os with 
a shield. 

^Ve have now read of the murmuring of the Israelites, and 
the frightful punishment which followed this presumptuous sin; 
O preserve us from a murmuring spirit. Teach us contentment 
with our lot, and give us grace to pursue tho path marked out 
for us by a wise and sovereign Providence. Suffer us not to 
fall into an excessive love of any earthly enjoyment. 

May the dear children of the family receive a relish j'or 
the pleasures of godliness. Early may they know what it is 
to mortify the desires qf the fleshy and breathe after the pure 
enjoyments of religion. Sanctify our senmnts by thy Spirit, 
Have mercy on aged pilgrims. As they have come to that 
period of life when cartlily desires fail, may they feel an in- 
creasing desire for those celestial enjoyments which shall form 
the felicity of the souls of the redeemed for ever and ever. 

Strengthen all thy ministering servants in the arduous and 
important duties of their sacred office. When with Moses 
they are ready to exclaim, We are not able to bear all this 
people alone ; gradously say unto them, My grace is sufficient 
for thee. Give, we pray, to all thy servants, a double portion 
of thy Spirit. 

May our feeble sunpUcations be answered, and our sins 
pardoned, for Jesus’ sake. Ameu. 


SEVENTEENTH WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


O rAEDi BAY irNTO MY SOUL, I AM THY SALVATION. 

SritiiA. MomU Tabor, Stillman, Weybridge, c. i 

1 OALVATI0N!—0 melodious sound 
^ To wretched dying men ! 

Salvation that from God proceeds, 

And leads to God again. 

2 Besouod from hell’s eternal gloom. 

From fiends, and fires, and chains ! 

Eaised to a paradise of bliss. 

Where love triumphant reigns ! 

3 But may a poor bewildered soul 

Sinful and weak as mine, 

Presume to raise a trembling eye 

To blessings so divine } Dodoiudob. 


JOHN VII. 

4 The Pharisees confotmded, 

rilHEN came the officers to the chief priests and Pharisees ; 
and they said unto them, Why have yc not brought him ? 

46 The officers answered, Never man spake like this man. 

47 Then answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also deceived ? 

48 Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on 
him? 

49 But this people who knoweth not the law are cursed. 

50 Nicodemus saith unto them, (he that came to Jesus by 
night, being one of them,) 

51 Doth our law judge any man before it hear him, and 
know what he doeth ? 

52 They answered and said unto him. Art thou also of 
Galilee? Search, and look: for out of Galilee ariseth no 
prophet. 

53 And every man went unto his own house. 

JOHN VIII. 

Woman taken in AdvUery, 

A ND early in the morning he came again into the temple, 
and all the people came unto him ; and he sat down, and 
taught them. 

3 And the scribes and Phainsees brought unto him a 
woman taken in adultery ; and whv^ii they had set lier in the 
midst, 

4 They say unto him. Master, this woman was taken in 
adultery, in the very act. 

5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should 
be stoned : but what sayest thou ? 

6 This they said, tempting him, that they might have to 
accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger 
wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not, 

7 So, when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, 
and said unto them. He that is without sin among you, let him 
first cast a stone at her. 

8 And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground. 

9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own 
conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even 
unto the last : and Jesus was left alone, and the woman stand- 
ing in the midst. 

10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but 
the woman, he said unto her. Woman, Vhere are those thine 
aoousers ? hath no man condemned thee ? 

11 She said. No man. Lord. And Jesus said tmto her, 
Nehher do I condemn thee : go, and sin no more. 

BavLSOXxoirs upon John vii., vm. — The enemies of Christ and 
the truth may imagine that their hostile and malevolent intentions 
shall be saocessfal ; while, if they impenitently persevere, they shall 
only and inevitab]^ be followed by the agonies of disaf^pointment 
and the homni despair. In the officers sent by the corrupted 
Sanhedrim of the Jewish chur6h| we have a remaziBable display of 


the power of oonsoienoe, and how easily God can oast into conftisloo 
and shame the enemies of his Church. Has Christ by his Spirit 
spoken efifeotually and savingly to our souls? Then we can say, 

Never man spe^e like this man I** Never man q»dke so eflbctually 
as Christ, for then he makes a people will^ in the day of his power. 
Never man speaks so oomfortmg as Christ, for the entrance of his 
Word gives life, and light, and joy, and peace. Ifay Jesus by his 
Spirit speak powerfhUy and sweetly to our souls. Let us mourn over 
the ravaging effects of sin. When the fledi obtains domixfion over 
the spirit, our nature is sunk into the lowest depths of degradation 
and infamy; but, when Divine grace takes possession of the soul, 
the vile serpent is changed into the lovely dove. 

PRAYER. 

T^ITH humility and reverence we would acknowledge and 

▼ ▼ adore thee as the Lord God, merciful and gracious, and 
abundant in goodness and in truth. Thy name alone is 
Jehovah, and thou art the most high God over all the earth. 
Thou art seated on a throne of essential glory, the lofty he^ht 
of which exceeds the conception of angels and meii. Thy 
greatness is unsearchable, thine understanding is infinite, and 
thy tender mercies are over all thy works. Prom everlasting 
to everlasting thou art God, with whom there is no variable- 
ness nor sh^ow of turning. How glorious art thou 1 thou 
fillest heaven and earth with thy presence. How penetrating 
is thine eye ! thou scarchest the deepest recesses of the heart 
of men, and thou triest the reins of the children of men. Thou 
knowest our down-sitting and our up-rising, and art acquainted 
with all our ways. Affect us with the thought, that all things 
are naked and open to the eyes of God, with whom we have 
to do. 

Preserve us as a family from the destroying sin of rejecting 
Christ. May Christ’s person be infinitely precious to our souls, 
and may Christ’s Word ever be the joy of our hearts. With 
the officers who were sent to apprehend Jesns, may we say, 
may we believe, Never man spake like this man. Almighty 
Saviour, bring home thy Word with saving power to our souls ; 
then shdl we say, Never man spake like this man ! 

O Lord, create in our minds a deep-roOted aversion to the 
sins of the flesh. May we mourn over those who are under 
the dominion of the flesh, and m^ we take warning from iheiir 
disgraceful bondage. Have pity on such of our own relatives 
as love the very chains of their fleshly slavery, and who in the 
delusions of sin consider the liberty of the (^pel as a dreary 
captivity. Lead their thoughts to heaven, and convince them 
how deplorable it is that they should prefer the gratification 
of fleshly lusts before the pure, the infinite, and the eternal 
blessedness of the heavenly state. O lead their minds to think 
of hell, and convince them how affecting it is that thi^ should 
live in the indulgence of those propensities which, if not 
subdued, must inevitably plunge them in the lake which bums 
with fire and brimstone. By the terrors of the Lord, may 
they be persuaded to escape from their lusts, as th^ would 
flee from devouring flames. 

May our beloved children discover an early attachment to 
holiness, and an early aversion to sin. Teach them to flee 
from youthful lusts; and when they feel their powerful eon- 
trol, may they betake themselves to prayer, and seek the aid 


trol, may they betake themselves to prayer, and seek the aid 
cf Christ, Sanctify our domestics of thy grace. 

Give to us ana all our relatives, O Jesus, an interest in 
that great and free salvation purohas^ by thj death. Clothe 
us with thy righteousness, and say to us, in the language 
addressed to the woman of whom we have now read, Neitibw 
do I condemn thee. 

We thank a gracious Providence for the merdesof the 
both temporal and i^iritual: and we cast ourselvea 
heavenly Father’s care this O hear our eveniiig 
for ike sake of Jesus, our Sui^ and MedSatar« MOftL: : 


by thy grace, 
\, O Jesus, an 


SBYENTEENTII WEEK.— TUESDAY MORNING. 


OOB*a KINOBOH S17PBBME. 

Fa/UmPcrtL Limpool* Tinrtom, 

1 UIGE as the heavens above the ground 
•****• Beigns the Creator, God ; 

Wide as the whole creation’s bound 
Extends his awfhl rod. 

2 Let princes of exalted state 

To Him ascribe their crown, 

Bender their homage at his feet, 

And cast their glories down. 

3 Enow that his kingdom is supreme. 

Your lofty thoughts are vam ; 

Ho colls you gods, that awful name, 

But 70 must die like men. 

Watte, 115, //. 

NUMBERS XII. 

God offended with A aron and Mittaim, 

A ND Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of 
the Ethiopian woman whom he had married : for he had 
married an Ethiopian woman. 

2 And they said, Hath the Loud indeed spoken only by 
Moses? hath he not spoken also by us ? And the Lord heard it. 

8 (Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men } 
which were upon the face of the earth.) j 

4 And the Lord spake suddenly unto Moses, and unto 
Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come out ye three unto the taber- 
nacle of the congregation. And they three came out. 

5 And the Loud came down in the pillar of the cloud, and 
stood in the door of the tabeniaclc, and called Aaron and 
Miriam : and they both came forth. 

6 And he said. Hear now my words : If there be a prophet 
among you, I the Loud will make myself known unto him in 
a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. 

7 My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine 
house. 

8 With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, 
and not in dark speeches, and the similitude of the Loud shdl 
he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak agaiust 
my servant Moses ? 

9 And the anger of the Loud was kindled against them ; 
and he departed. 

10 And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle ; and, 
behold, Miriam became leprous, white as snow: and Aaron 
looked upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous. 

11 And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my lord, I beseech 
thee, lay not the sin upon us, wherein we have done foolislily, 
and wherein we have sinned. 

12 Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is lialf- 
cousumed when he cometh out of his mother’s womb. 

13 And Moses cried unto the Lord, saying. Heal her now, 
0 God, I beseech thee. 

14 And the Lord said unto Moses, if her father had but 
spit in her face, should she not be ashamed seven days ? Let 
her be shut out from the camp seven days, and after that let 
her be received in again. 

16 And Miriam was shut out from the camp seven days : and 
the people journeyed not till Miriam was brought in again. 

16 And afterwards the people removed from Hazeroth, and 
pitched in the wilderness of Faran. 


EKSUMTums UPON Humbses XII. — How very soon the brightest 
paces are obscured by the dark clouds of jealousy and envy. In 
the murmurs of Aaron and Miriam against Moses, wc see what 
eminent finlnbk m when loft to themsSves and overcome by their 
amTuptions. We see tiie necessity of constant dependence on the 
0^ of divhm iuftoi^cy, and of tiie dally offering up that prayer, 
hidd up our gmags, that dor footsteps imp not!’’ Great 
UiUfit have been the leSt of Aordn and Miriam when they were sud- 


denly called before God, and when the grentneas of their sin was 
disclosed to their view. What reason have we to say, Lori, eiicer 
not into judgment with us, for we cannot answer for one of the ton 
thousands of our iniquities.” Though God has forgiven all his people’s 
sins, and removed their guilt, yet, when they offend him, ho cannot 
withhold his fatherly discipline. He will visit their transgressions 
with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes. Miriam was severely, 
but justly, punished; but God remembered her in mercy. “ ifis 
loving-kindness be did not take from her, nor suffer his faithMness 
to foil.” 

PRAYER. 

I N the name of our great High-priest, we would lift up the 
eyes of our souls to thee, O Lord our Qt)d. In our ap- 
proaches to thy throne, may we be illuminated and quickened 
by thy Holy Spirit. Teach us to approach tliee as it becometh 
creatures to address their Creator ; and to approach thee as it 
becomcl h children to address their Father. 

Thou art God, the first and the last, and besides thee there 
is none else. The nations of the earth before thee are as 
nothing, with all their imaginary greatness and glory ; yea, 
they arc Ic^ss than nothing and vanity. Thou art the blessed 
and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords. All 
creatures and all events, present, past, and future — even the 
hearts of men, with all their thoughts, purposes, and plans, 
are naked and open before thee ; how unsearchable is thine 
understanding 1 The knowledge of the greatest created intel- 
ligence is ignorance compared with, thine : yea, thino ang^ 
thou chargest with folly. With what reverence and fear, with 
what solemnity and humility, should such worms of the dust 
as we arc, draw near the throne of the Divine Majesty ! 

O Lord, tliou hast exercised towards us, during another 
night, thy providential care. While many have been tossed 
to and fro with pain till the dawning of the day, we have 
rested and been refreshed upon our beds. 

Prepare us for the events of this day. May we be ever on 
our watch, for wc know not what a day may bring forth. We 
commit our bodies and all our temporal concerns to thy pro- 
vidential management, and we would desire cheerfully to 
submit to thy wise and sovereign disposal. Continue with us 
our health and reason, that we may be diligent in business ; 
and adorn us with thy grace, that we may fill the stations in 
which thou hast placed us with honour and usefulness. 

Heavenly Father, we would mourn over the corruption of 
our fallen nature, and over the remains of sin, which are even 
found in the subjects Of thy ^ace. We have now read of the 
contentions of Aaron and Miriam against Moses thy servant ; 
may this teach us to lament because of the numerous disputes 
which have arisen among thy saints, and which have tended so 
much to retard the growth and the prosperity of the kingdom 
of Christ. Let a spirit of love and harmony pervade thy 
church. May the men of the world, looking upon thy people, 
and beholding their Christian affection, have reason to say 
respecting them, See, how they love one another I 

Mag brotherly and Christian love aver prevail amon^ our 
dear children. As a family may we walk togetlier tn the 
unity of the Spirit and in the bond of peace. 

We adore tnee, O Lord, in that protection which thou hast 
afforded to thy ministers and saints in circumstances of diffi- 
culty. We adore thee in those punishments inflicted on such 
as have risen up to the injury of thy faithful servants. May 
the leproy which fell even on Miriam for promoting jealousy 
against Moses, teach us to respect thine ambassador as thy 
servant^ and most cautiously to avoid injuring their sacred 
name. 

We implore the pardon of all our sins, and the answer of 
our prayers, for the sake of him thou hearest always, even 
Jesus our Mediator and Suriour* 



SEVENTEENTH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


VAITn THE WAY TO SALVATION. 
PenUeiU*», Sholdm* Ulmrttm* B a mpt tm, 

1 "W OT by the laws of innocence 

Con Adam’s sons arrive at heaven : 
New works can give us no pretence 
To have our ancient sins forgiven : 

2 Not the best deeds that we have done 
Can make a wounded conscience whole ; 
Faith is the grace, — and faith alone, 
That flies to Christ and saves the soul. 

3 Lord, I believe thy heavenly word ! 
Fain would I have my soul renewed : 

I mourn for sin, and tnist the Lord 
To have it jiardoncd and subdued. 


JOHN VIII. 

Jesus Hit True MesaiaJi. 

rilHEN spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light 
of the world: he that followcth me shall not walk in 
darkness, hut shall have the light of life. 

13 The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou bearest 
record of thyself ; tli v record is not true. 

14 Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear 
record of myself, j/c/ my record is true : for I know whence I 
came, and whither 1 go ; hut ye cannot tell whence I come, 
and whither I go. 

16 Ye judge after the flesh ; I judge no man. 

10 And yet, if I judge, my judgment is true : for 1 am not 
alone, but I and the Father that sent me. 

17 It is also written in your law, that the testimony of two 
men is true. 

18 I am one that hear witness of myself, and the Father 
that sent me bcareth witness of me. 

19 Then said they unto him, Where is thy Father? Jesus 
answered, Ye neither know me, nor my Father: if ye had 
known me, ye should have known my Father also. 

21 Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye 
shall seek me, and shall die in your sins : whither I go, yc 
cannot come. 

23 And he said unto them, Ye arc from beneath ; I am 
from above : ye are of this world ; I am not of this world. 

24 I said therefore unto you, that yc sliall die in your sins : 
for if ^ believe not tliat 1 am Ac, yc sliall die in your sins. 

25 ^en said they unto him. Who art thou? And Jesus 
saith unto them, Even //le same that 1 said unto you from the 
beginning. 

26 I have many things to say and to judge of you : but he 
that sent me is true ; and I speak to the world those things 
which I have heard of him. 

27 They understood not that he spake to them of the 
Father. 

28 Then said Jesus unto them. When ye have lifted up the 
Son of man, then shall yc know that I am /te, and l/iai I do 
nothing of myself ; but, as my Father hath taught me, I speak 
these things. 

29 And he that sent me is with me : the Father hath not 
left me alone ; for I do always those things that please him. 

80 As he Sj^ako these words, many believed on him. 

81 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, 
If ye continue in mv word, l/ien are ye my disciples indeed ; 

82 And ye shall know the truth, and tne truth sliall make 

you free. 

KoraJEcmoirs vfok John tux.— O f natural, rational, moral, and 
i^toal liwbt Jesus is the Divine source. In the firmament of his 
(muroh he Is the Sun of righteousness. May he rise upon our oountry, 
eur ohurohes, our finailioa, and on our individual souls with heating 


in his wings ! Host presun^tuous and oonflrmed was the ualgdief ot 
the Pharisees, and most deep-rooted their hatred of Divine tmtiiA 
May the love of the truth reign in our hearts, and may the trn^ 
make us free ; then we rixall be free indeed. How deploralde the 
consequences of enmity against Christ, of an unbelieving rqjeotion 
of the truth, and of dying impenitent I It is entering eternfty vnth 
a load of guilt which can never be removed, and becoming the subject 
of miseries which shall never cease. Alas ! how slow ore men fo 
believe that ‘‘ the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Happy fire ^ey who 
receive Christ ; he is their life, th^ light, and their salvation. 


PRAYEE. 

B lessed God, thou art the only oWeet of religious homage. 

Thou art merciful and condesceiimng to hear the prayers, 
and thou art powerful to answer the supplications, of thy people. 
How spotless is thy purity I Thou art of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity. Though thou art just to punish the sins of 
the finally impenitent, we rejoice that thou art merciful to 
forgive the transgressions of the liumble penitent who looks 
for pardon through the merit of a Saviour’s blood. Thou art 
I slow to anger, abundant in goodness : thy mercy is everlasting, 
it shall be built up for ever; through all generations it will 
gladden the hearts of thy people on earth, and during the end- 
less ages of eternity they shall proclaim the triun^hs of thy 
mercy, in songs of sweetest praise, in heaven. Thou art a 
God of truth, faithful to thyself, to thy purposes, and to thy 
promises; and sooner shall the heavens and the earth pass 
away, than one word thou hast spoken fall to the ground. 

We thank God that, after the employments and duties of 
the day, we arc permitted to assemble together this evening to 
milkc mention of the loving-kindness of the Lord, to sing his 
praise, and implore his grace. ]31c8aed be the Lord, who daily 
loadeth us with his benefits, even the God of our salvation. 

While on our beds we shall be surrounded by the dark 
shades of night, may wc be surrounded by the kind arms of 
Providence. O let our souls constantly repose on thee ; mav 
wc he refreshed with peaceful sleep — that sleep which will 
make us vigorous to serve God when we awake. 

O that (;ach of us had the spiritual frame and heavenly dis- 
positions of the Psalmist ; tlicn shall we remember thee upon 
our beds, and meditate upon thee in the night-watches. Even 
wlicn slumber is banished from our eyelids, may these wake- 
ful hours prove infinitely profitable to our souls : ma^ we oxgoy 
those sublime meditations of things Divine, which will give us 
a foretaste of celestial blessedness. 

Jesus, thou Sun of righteousness, thou Light of the world, 
illuminate us as a family with thy welcome beams of wisdom, 
holiness, and joy. Thou knowest whether any of us in thy 
presence are in the dark night of spiritual ignorance and death. 
If it is the case, make them now followers of thee ; then they 
shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life. Give fo 
our children and domestics^ and to all our relatives and friends, 
the light of life — that blessed life of spiritual union with Christ 
which shall be a life immortal in the skies. 

Wc would earnestly seek faith in Christ. May we believe 
that he is the true, the promised Messiah, and that he is tiie 
very Saviour of our soius. Affect us with this truth, that if 
we die without this faith, we shall die in our sins, and under a 
dreadM weight of unpaj^oned guilt. Holy Spirit, sdemniie 
our minds with this affecting truth. Make us a believing 
family, and enrich us with faiUi, that faith alone that flies to 
Christ and saves the souL Make our aged, friends strong in 


nipplicfttlon, 


of tibe Holv TnnUjr mt AiqpiKi lu alii 


mytiiehteiNiiAg 


SEVENTEENTH WBEK.~WBDNB8DAY MORNING. 


9AITH. 

iV«i 0 Tifolery* PoirMm* P m nit A m* BrooTMgrooe, o. «. 

1 T^AITH ifl the brightest evidence 

Of things beyond our sight, 

Breiiks through the clouds of flesh and &cn<;e, 

And dwells in heavenly light. 

2 It sets times past in present view, 

Brings distant prospects homo, 

Of things a thousand years ago, 

Or thousand years to come. 

3 By faith we know the worlds were made 

By God^s almighty word ; 

Abraham, to unliown countries led. 

By faith obeyed the Lord. Wattt*, 130, jJ, /. 

g'^ 

Sjtying tJi€ Land* 

A nd the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,* 

2 Send thou men, that they may search the land of 
Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel: of every 
tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, every one a ruler 
among them. 

8 And Moses, by the commandment of the Lord, sent them 
from the wilderness of Paran : all those men wei'e heads of the 
children of Israel. 

17 And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, 
and said unto them. Get you up this way southward, and go 
up into the mountain : 

18 And see the land, what it is ; and the people that dwell- 
eth therein, whether they be strong or weak, few or many ; 

21 So they went up, and scai*chcd the laud from the wilder- 
ness of Zin unto Bchob, as men come to Hamath. 

22 And they ascenclccl by the south, and came unto Hebron; 
where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of Anak, 
were. (Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoau in 
Egypt.) 

23 And they came unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut down 
from thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they 
bare it between two upon a staff; and they brought of the 
pomegranates, and of the figs. 

24 The place was called the brook Eshcol, because of the 
cluster of grapes which the children of Israel cut down from 
thence. 

25 And they returned from searching of tlie land after forty 
days. 

26 And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and 
to all the congi'egation of the children of Israel, unto tlic wil- 
derness of Paran, to Kadesh ; and brought hack word unto 
them, and unto all the congregation, and shewed them the 
fruit of the land. 

27 And they told him, and said. We came unto the land 
whither thou sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and 
honey ; and this is the fruit of it. 

2& Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the land, | 
and the cities are walled, and very great ; and, moreover, we | 
saw the children of Anak there. 

80 And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said. 
Let ut go up at once, and possess it ; for we are well able to 
overcome it. 

81 But the men that went up with him said. We be not able 
to go up against the people ; for they are stronger than we. 

82 And they brought up an evil report of the land which 
they bad seazched unto the cliiWren of Isr^l, saying. The 
lana through vrhich we have gone to search it, is a land that 
'eateth up the mbaUtants thereof; and all the people that we 
taw in it ere men of a great stature. 

83 And there We saw the giants, the sons of Anak, wAicA 
and we were in our own sight as grasa- 
and so we srere in their sight * 


llErLEcnoirs upok Nuubkhs xm.—Let us lift up our oyes to the 
heavenly Canaan as our future, blessed, and eternal home. What 
reason have we to rejoice with holy thankfulness, that wo know there 
is a heaven of joy and peace, that our God and Paihor has givon us 
in tho Word of Hfe such animating descriptions of its blossodnoBs, 
perfection, loveliness, and glory! May wo rejoice that we know how 
we may attain to that heavenly land, and obtain a title to that 
heavenly inheritance. Wonderful was the vale of Eshcol, and the 
luxuriant grapes, which rendered that vale illustrious ! This natural 
fact should elevate our thoughts far above all earthly things — to that 
celestial Canaan above, where grows tho tree of life, in the midst of 
the paradise of God, which beareth twelve manner of fruits, the 
leaves of which are for the healing of the nations. And may no 
difficulties in tho way ever disoourago us from pressing onward to 
our heavenly home ! 

PRAYER. 

O UR Father and our God, we draw near thy gracious throne, 
in the new and living way opened up oy the obedience, 
sufferings, and death of thy wcll-belovcd Son. Thou art in* 
finitely glorious in thyself, in thine uncreated essence, and in 
all thine infinite and uncreated excellences. Thy glory shines 
in all thy works : in every blade of grass, in every lofty tree, 
in every particle of sand, and in every mountain; in every 
drop of water, and in the vast ocean ; in every insect, and in 
the archangels of majesty and power. The whole earth is 
filled with thy glory ; and in the heaven of heavens thy gloiy 
shines in nil the splendour of its unveiled brightness. Thou 
great Eternal, thou Almighty God, we bow before thy glorious 
name ! Angels and archangels adore thee, and all thy crea- 
tinrcs praise thee. 

We thank our God and Father, that we are enabled and 
disposed at the commencement of the day, in a social and 
domestic capacity, to examine the holy records, and to unite 
in our supplications before the throne of grace. 0 may it be 
our blessedness and honour to unite at last with the whole 
family of God, in presenting our pure and rapturous praises 
before the throne of glory in heaven. May what we have 
now read of the earthly Canaan, elevate our thoughts above 
terrestrial things, and convey them to the boundless delights 
of the celestial Canaan, where we pray and hope to be ever 
with the Lord. Captivate our hearts, O Lord, with heavenly 
objects. May we love the holy employments of heaven. Con- 
vince us, that if we hate and neglect thy holy service on earth, 
we have no evidence whatever that we sliall become the inha- 
bitants of heaven. Teach us to love the society of heaven — 
the spirits of just men made perfect — holy angels ; but, above 
all, the Lamb who is in tho midst of the throne. 

Suffer us not to be discouraged because of the difficulties 
and sorrows which lie in the path which leads to heaven. 
Preserve us from unbelief, which is spiritual cowardice. Pre- 
serve us from that unbelief which makes dangers appear far 
more formidable than they arc, mountains of difficulty appear 
insurmountable, and enemies invincible. 0 deliver us from 
the fatal delusion of remaining the slaves of devouring lusts, 
the victims of vicious habits, rather than encountering the 
difficulties which lie in the way to the heavenly Canaan. Give 
us grace to believe all our God has said of that heavenly land; 
and may wo live by that faith which will finally conduct us to 
the promised rest. 

May our cAildren and domestics reacA, at last, tAe Canaan 
of tAe blest. 

We thank God that the hand of death was not permitted to 
seize us during the past night, nor the liand of disease to afflict 
us. Thou, O liord, hast been a wall of fire around us. Be 
the glory in the midst of us this day. 

Accept us, 0 Lord, in the name of thy dear Son, to whom, 
with the Father and Holy Spirit, be ascribed glory and praise, 
ibr ever and ever. Amen. 

2S1 


SEVENTEENTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY BVENlNO. 


TKVB LIBBETY CllVXN BY CHRIST. 

Mroot Strict* Piety* StreeUham. HdUfax* C. m. 

1 IITAEK ! for ’tis God’s own Son that calls 

To life and liberty ; 

Transported fall beforo his foot 
Who makes the prisoners free. 

2 The cruel bonds of sin ho breaks, 

And breaks old Satan’s chain ; 

Smiling he deals those pardons round 
Which free from endless pain. 

3 Into the captive heart ho pours 

His Spirit from on high ; 

We lose tho terrors of the slave, 

And Father ! cry. 

DonCBIDGB. 

JOHN VIII. 

JmiM proceeding from the Father, 

rpHEY answered him, We be Abraham’s seed, and were 
never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou. Ye shall 
be made free ? 

34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you. 
Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. 

35 And the servant abideth not in the house for ever : but 
tho Sou abideth ever. 

36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed. 

37 I know that ye arc Abraham’s seed ; but ye seek to kill 
me, because my word hath no place in you. 

38 I speak that which I have seen with my Father : and yc 
do tliat which ye have seen with your father. 

39 They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. 
Jesus saith unto them. If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would 
do the works of Abraham. 

40 But now yc seek to kill me, a man that hath told you 
the truth, which I have heard of God : this did not Abraham. 

41 Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him. 
We be not born of fornication ; wo have one Father, evert God. 

42 Jesus said unto them. If God were your Father, ye would 
love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither 
came 1 of myself, but he sent me. 

43 Why do ye not understand my speeeli ? even because ye 
cannot hear my word. 

44 Ye are of your father tlie devil, and the In.sts of your 
father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, 
and ab^e not in the truth, because there is no truth in liira. 
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own; for he is a 
liar, and the father of it. 

45 And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not, 

46 Which of you convinceth me of sin ? And if I say the 
truth, why do ye hot believe me ? 

47 He that is of God heareth God’s words : ye therefore 
hear them not, because ye are not of God. 

48 Then answered the Jews, and said unto him. Say we not 
wdl that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil ? 

49 Jesus answered, I have not a devil ; but I honour my 
Father, and ye do dishonour me. 

60 And 1 seek not mine own glory: there is one that seeketh 
and judgeth. 

61 Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, 
he shall never see death. 

BmacTtoifs upon Johk vm.— Most dreadfhl is the delusion of 
sin! They Who are undOT ito power, and bound by its s^ they 
imagbe are free, while they are in a state of most degra^ 
tag and bc^eleia bondage! They suppose tbAt they are the mhe« 
.litofs of peaodk 33sey aay, ^Beaoe, peace,” whore there is no peaegt 
Th^r think they m on file way to heaven, aloi! they are on 


the way to perdition. How desirable it is, fiiat suidi bond^fitves. 
should see a^ fbel their bond^, and that fiiey fiiould he induoed 
to look to Jesus, tho great Deliverer, who has com out of Zion, and 
who is both able and willing to make them free. Itiianiiieiitimiblo 
blessing to have pious parents, when we are enabled by Divine graoo 
to imitate their example, and to walk in their footst^; when we 
take their Saviour to be our Saviour, and their God , to be our God. 
But if we reject their counsel, and refuse to accept the Saviour in 
whom they tnisted, having such parents will add to the enormity of 
our guilt, and in a fhture world, if mercy prevent not, will ada to 
the overwhelming weight of our misery. 


PRAYER. 

TI/TOST blessed and glorious Jehovah, the Father, S(m, and 
Spirit, one God, with reverence and love, with solemnity 
and confidence, we would prostrate ourselves before thee, to 
supplicate thy mercy, and present our evening prayer. Thou, 
Lord, hast made the heavens and the earth ; yea, the whole 
universe in its vast extent is the work of thine han^. Thou 
rulest among the armies of heaven and the inhabitants of the 
earth ; none can stay thine hand, none dare say unto thee, 
What doest thou? Thy glory shines in all thy works of crea- 
tion and providence : but thy glory shines with pre-eminent, 
with trauscendent lustre, in the works of grace and salvation 
by Jesus Christ. Like Moses, we would pray, liord, show us 
thy glory ; and may we sec that thy glory shines with pre- 
eminent splendour in thy works of grace, and on the pages of 
the volume of eternal truth. 

When we thmk of thy glory, we would humble ourselves in 
the dust before thee, and acknowledge thy boundless benevo- 
lence and condescension, in permitting creatures so unworthy 
and vile to supplicate thy mercy. 

‘We would present our evening prayer with thankful hearts. 
Tliou hast preserved not only our lives this day, but thou hast 
continued our health and our reason, for which we praise thee. 
Wc thank thee for our domestic and relative comfort. O let 
this be sweetened by Christian love, that sacred afiection which 
shall endure for ever, and even enhance the enjoyments of 
heaven. While we thank thee for temporal blessings, we 
desire with tho Apostle to value Jesus above all ottter bless- 
ings beside. Lord, help us as e family thus to express the 
gratitude of our souls : Thanks be to God for his unspeakable 
gift. 

Thou hast brought us to the end of this day, and may the 
close of the day remind us of the close of life, and teach us 
the profitable lesson, of so numbering our days as to apply our 
hearts to wisdom. 

This night may wo and all our relatives enjoy the care of a 
special Providence; may we be restored in safety to another 
day, and when we awake may we be still with thee. 

May we retire to rest under the impression ^ the gracious 
words of Jesus which we have now read. Humble us by the 
remembrance of the fact, that we are by nature of our father 
the devil, and his works we have done. By grace may we, 
and our beloved children, and all in whom we are interesW 
be made the freeborn sons and daughters of the Lord Qod 
Almighty. Too long we have been the bond-slaves of sin and 
Satan ; if that is the melancholy situation of any of ns now 
before thee, O make us free. Thou Son of God, make us free* 
then shall we be free indeed. Break the bonds of Satan by 
thy gracious power; then shall we be free indeed. Pour 0^ 
Spirit into our captive hearts, that we may cry, Abba, 
then shall we be free indeed. 0 deliver us fr^ our fleshiy 
lusts— may we trample them under our feet j ddiver ui tlrim 
^ OW mental ^ obr eny, esmi^, ; 

then, O Saviour, we shall be fifee indeed. . ' 

Hear our fiMUepra^vnitiihd do for us ahnndn^'idM idl 
we can ask or thinl^ for Jesus’ sakd. ’ T' : 



SEVISNiaSBNTH WEKK.— THUESDAY MOBNING. 


EIPSKUNCE. 

&, Xat( 9 i 09 ieei J$wty, Idmehumte* M<tnning, i* u* 

1 ^I^BEOU&H I have grieved thy Spirit, Lord, 

* ^ His help and comfort still afford ; 

And let a wretch come near thy throne, 

To plead the merits of thy Son. 

2 A broken heai^ my God, my King, 

Is all the saciiftoe 1 bring ; 

The God of grace will ne’er despise 
A broken heart for sacrihoe. 

8 My soul lies humbled in the dust, 

And owns thy dreadful sentence just : 

Look down, 0 Lord, with pitying eye, 

And save the soul condemned to die. 

Watts, Ps, &l,p. Ill, 

NUMBERS XIV. 

InterccBsion of Motes. 

A ND all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried : 
and the people wept that night. 

2 And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and 
against Aaron : and the whole congregation said unto thorn, 
Would God that we had died in the laud of Egypt : or would 
God we had died in this wilderness I 

6 Tlien Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the 
assembly of the congregation of the cliildren of Israel. 

.6 And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh, which were of them that searched the land, rent 
their (^otlies : 

7 And they spake unto all the company of the children of 
Israel, saying. The land, which we passed through to search it, 
U an exceeding good land. 

8 If the Lord delight in us, then he will bring us into this 
land, and give it us ; a land which floweth with milk and 
honey. 

11 And the Loan said unto Moses, How long will this 
people provoke me ? and how long will it be ere they believe 
me, for all the signs which I have shewed among them ? 

12 I will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit 
them, and will make of thee a greater nation and mightier 
than they. 

13 And Moses said unto the Lord, Then tlie Egyptians 
shall hear it ; (for thou broughtest up this people in thy might 
from among them ;) 

17 And now, I beseech thee, let the power of my Lord be 
great, according as thou hast spoken, saying, 

18 The Lord is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiv- 
ing iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing the 
gtdUy, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the cliildren 
unto the third and fourth generation. 

19 Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people 
according unto the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou hast 
forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now. 

20 And the Lord said, I have pardoned according to thy 
word : 

21 But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with 
the glory of the Lord. 

22 Because all those men, which have seen my glory, and 
tny miracles, which I did in E^pt, and in the wilderness, 
have tempted me now these ten times, and have not hearkened 
to my voice ) 

28 Surely they shall not see the land which 1 sware unto 
their faithers, neither* shall any of them that provoked me see it; 

24 Bat my servant Caleb, because he had another spmt 
with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I briujg into 
the land wheremto he went; and his seed shall possess it. 

25 (Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites dwelt in the 

to morrow turn you, W get you in^ ihe wilderness 
Hat w way of Ihe Bod Sea. , 


RmisonoRB uroir NmoERs xiv. — Great was the attachment of 
murmuring Israel to the fiesh-pots of Egypt, and sad their obstinsoy 
and delusion in preferring the tyranny of a Pharaoh to the govern* 
ment of the God of Abi^am ! What multitudes prefer a state of 
nature to a state of grace; and the pleasures of sin, wMoh are only 
fbr a season, before the exited and refined delights of heaven, which 
shall endure for ever. How grievous, to see immortal beings having 
thoir whole oonvezvation on earth ; but how animating, to think of 
those whose ** conversation is in heaven, whence they Jook for the 
Saviour,” who shall at last come to them on the verge of Jordan, to 
conduct them safe through tho river of death, and then receive thoic 
to himself in the heaven of heavens, that they may for ever behold 
his face, enjoy his fellowship, and sing his praise. They who reject 
Christ, and the offers of his mercy, deliberately exclude themselves 
from heaven. '^Lord preserve us fh>m such a sin — firom such a 
doom!” 

PRAYER. 

Tl/TOST high and infinitely holy Lord God, though we are 
but dust aud ashes, we take upon us to spei^ to thy 
Divine and sacred majesty. Thou knowest our unworthinCM ; 
O pardon it 1 thou knowest our infirmities ; 0 help them I To 
thee we lift up our voice, O hear our cry ; for thou art our 
King and our God, unto whom we will pray. 

Thou art the first and the last, the greatest and the best of 
beings. The excellences of all creatures collected together in 
one focus, can bear no proportion to thine infinite perfection, 
glory, and blessedness. Thou art exalted above all blessing 
and praise. We adore thee as the Creator of all worlds, ana 
as the bountiful Benefactor of all thy creatures. 

We would meditate with feelings of gratitude and joy on 
the honourable relation in which we stand to thee as the 
God who made us, as the Father who provides for us, as our 
Redeemer who saves us, as our King who rules over us, as our 
Almighty friend who comforts us, and as our reconciled God 
and Father in Christ who presents before us the choicest 
blessings of the covenant of grace. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, our sinfulness. Our iniquity, 
and the iniquity of our kindred and of our nation, are very 
great. But we rejoice that the Lord is long-suffering, and 
of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression. Lord, 
pardon our sins, according to tho greatness of thy mercy flow- 
ing in the channel of a Saviour’s righteousness. 

We acknowledge, O heavenly Father, thy justice, sovereignty, 
and wisdom, in dl our afflictions. When our plans are over- 
turned, aud our temporal hopes blighted, may we never be left 
to fall into IsraePs sin, murmuring against God. Such of us as 
have a profession of true godliness, may we never disgrace our 
profession, or dishonour our Saviour, by returnii^ to the cor- 
ruptions of the flesh. Preserve us from backsliding. May we 
remember that backsliding leads to apostacy, and that apostaey 
leads with rapid steps to the abodes of peraition. Convince us 
that as God was greatly offended with Israel, when they 
desired to return to Egypt, thou wilt be equally offended with 
us if we wish to return to the bondage or sin. May all our 
hearts be most deeply impressed with thy solemn deol^tion ; 
If any man draw back, my soul will have no pleasure in him. 

Lead our dear children and domestics into the paths ^ 
wisdom and holiness^ conduct them by the hand through ike 
ioildemess of this worlds and may they at last reach the 
heavenly state. 

We thank th^, gracious Father, that during the past night 
we have felt the truth of these words : The Lora is good to all^ 
and his tender mercies are over all his works. 


from placing our hearts on temporal objects. May we live 
every ^y as those who are keeping tho solemnities of eternity ' 
and the glmy of heaven constantly in view, Mtreifally hwr 
os, for Jesos om exalted Biedeem^s sake. Amen. 

HH iW 


SEVENTEENTH WEEK.— THURSDAY EVENING. 


FREE GRACE IN CHRIST. 

Siomi (Mvarp, Spilbrook, Wuhn FaveL Oreai Milton c, to. 

1 TEBITS, the man of constant grief, 

^ A mourner all his days ; 

His spirit once rejoiced aloud, 

And tuned his joy to praise. 

2 ‘ Father, I thank thy wondrous lova, 

That hath revealed thy Son 
To men unlearned, and to habeas * 

Has made thy Gospel known 

3 * The mysteries of redeeming grace 

Are hidden from the wise. 

While pride and ci^mal reasonings join 
To swell and blind tlieir eyes.’ 

Watib, 12, i/. 

JOHN VIII. 

Abraham oaw ChrisCt Day. 

rilHEN said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou 
A hast a devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and 
thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, hr shall never taste of 
death. 

64 Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour is 
nothing: it is my Fatlier that honoureth me; of whom ye 
I aay, tliat he is your God ; 

66 Yet ye have not kno^vn him ; but 1 know him : and if 1 
should say, 1 know him not, 1 shall be a liar like unto you : 
but I know him, and keep his saying. 

66 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he 
saw it, and was glad. 

67 Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty 
years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 

68 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Before Abraham was, I am. 

59 Then took tliey up stones to cast at him' : but Jesus hid 
himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst 
of them, and so passed by. 

JOHN IX. 

Blind Man cured. 

A ND as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind 
from his birth. 

2 And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, 
this man, or his parents, that he w as bom blind ? 

3 Jesus answered, Neither liath this man sinned, nor his 
parents : but that the works of God should be made manifest 
in him. 

4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is 
day : the night comctli when no man can work. 

6 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 

6 Wlicn he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and 
made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind 
man with the clay, 

7 And said unto him. Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, 
(wliich is by interpretation. Scut.) He went his way therefoi'e^ 
and washed, and came seeing. 

8 The neighbours therefore, and they which before had seen 
him that he was blind, said. Is not tliis he that sat and begged ? 

9 Some said. This is he : others said, He is like him ; hut 
be said, I am he. 

10 Therefore said they unto him, How were thine eyes 
opened? 

11 He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made 
clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the 
pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, and I 
received sight. 


a contrast is presented by the blaspheming Jews, and the meek and 
lowly Jesus ! In the former we see the perfeotioti of evil; in 
latter, the perfeotion of goodness. If we Imow Gkid as one Fatiber in 
Chrkt, it will be the desire of our hearts to act conformity 
to his will. Filial affootion is always manifested by dlial obedience. 
Filial love is a sacred fountain whion cannot be riiut up; it is a sun 
which must shine. Truly desolate is our state hr nature} We are 
spiritually lame, spiiitually dumb, spiritually ae$f, and spiritually 
blind. Am we affected wim a sense of our spiritual blindness ? Let 
UB apply to Jesus ; let ub say, ''If thou wilt, thou canst miJce ux 
sec Then he will say, " I will !” and your eyes shall be opened, 
and Bee the wonders of a glorious day ! 


XarZiEOfioifs ttpon John vjh., ix,— —Wliun the Jews poured on 
Jesus the most blasphemous abuse, he answered them with di^ified 

mcehness ‘‘When he was leviled, he reviled not again.*' But what 

tS4 


But what 


PRAYER. 

XT OLY Spirit, breathe upon us thy Divine influences, while 
we as a family surround the domestic altar, to present our 
evening sacrifice before the throne of God. 

What re^on have we, O Lord, to adore thee for thine 
original designs of mercy to fallen man. Inconceivable thy 
sovereignty, that thou shouldst pass by the angels that simma, 
and find no Saviour for them, and that thou shouldist take jaty 
on fallen, wretched man. Amazing sovereignty I while thou 
didst leave apostate angels to remain for ever in the state of 
awful despair into which they had been cast, thou didst say 
respecting our ruined ivorld, Deliver from going down to the 
pit, for I have found a ransom. We adore thee that before all 
worlds thou didst enter into a covenant of grace with thy Son 
J esus Clirist : thou didst put into his hand in thine eternal coun* 
sols an exceeding great multitude which no man can number, 
whose salvation is for ever secured. We bless thee that the 
glorious plan of salvation was preached to the Old Testament 
church by tyj)e8 and ceremonies, and that in the fulness of 
time thou didst send the Son of thy love in the likeness of 
sinfiil flesh, to accomplish our salvation by his death. Glory 
to thy great name, O God, that by this method of Divine 
contrivance and mercy sinners are reconciled to thee, and 
admitted to the enjoyment of thy friendship and love. 

We rejoice, O Jesus, that we have heard thy sayings in a 
preached Gospel, and that wc have now read thy sayings in 
the Word of life. Give us grace to understand thy sayings, 

I faith to believe them, and love to admire and enjoy them. 

I Teach our dear children to ,lay up thy sayings in tAeir 
hearts^ and to practise them in their lives. May they be an 
ornament of grace unto their heads, and chains about iJwh 
necks. 

We rejoice, O Lord, that the news of salvation was com 
municated at the fall of man, and that Abraham at the dis- 
tance of many hundreds of years saw the day of Christ in 
the flesh, and was glad. As Abraham by faith clearly saw a 
Saviour to come, may wc by faith see a Saviour who lias 
already come, and may each of us believe that on Calvary he 
died in our room and place, and took all our sins away. - 

We acknowledge, O Lord, that by nature we are spiritually 
blind. Witliout thy grace we are so blind as to lie ignorant 
of our own sinfulness, wretchedness, and danger. Without 
thy grace wc are so blind ^ to remain ignorant of our need 
of Clirist and of the blessings of his purchase. If the eyes 
of our minds arc opened, we adore thee, 0 Jesus, as havmg 
enlightened our minds to see the gloripus mysteries of redeem- 
ing gmee. If there arc any of ns still spiritually blind as 
thou di^t open the eyes of the blind man by sending him to 
the pool of Siloam to wash, may we and all our blinoM rohu 
bv« wash in the pool of Gospel-ordinances, and by tiy holy 
Spint way the eyes of our minds be opened to see the ikht 
of spmtual day. 

“ercies of the day.weimsiote 
the fatherly care of our God this night. Hear our imyen.«Bd 
pardon all our sms, for Jesus our Redeemer’s sak&AA^ 


SEVENTEENTH WESK.—PEIDAY MOENINQ. 


tmfttANXFULKBSS. 

Shortwood, UMk, Stoke. 
TS this the kind rottmii 
•*- And these the thanks wc owe ^ 
Thns to abuse eternal lore^ 

Whence ell our blessings flow ? 

To what a stubborn frame 
Has sin reduced our mind ! 

What strange rebellious wretchec \vc, 
And God as strangely kind ! 

On us he bids the sun 
, Shed his reviving rays, 

For us the skies their circles run, 


To lengthen out our days. 
NUMBERS XIV. 

Israel threoUened. 


WAnn, 7 H, JI. 


A ND the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 
27 How long 8?iaU I bear with this evil congregation, 
which miirmur against me ? I have heard the raurmurings of 
the children of Israel, which they murmur against me. 

28 Say unto them, As truly as I live, saith the Loud, as 
ye have spoken in mine cars, so will I do to you : 

29 Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness ; and all that 
were numbered of you, according to your whole number, from 
twenty years old and upward, which have murmured against 
me, 

30 Doubtless ye shall not come into the land, conceryiing 
which I sware to make you dwell therein, save Caleb the son 
of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun. 

81 But your little ones, which ye said sliould be a prey, 
them will i bring in, and they shall know the land which ye 
have despised. 

32 But as for you, your carcases, they shall fall in this 
wilderness, 

33 And your children shall wander in the wilderness forty 
years, and bear your rebellious, until yoier carcases be wasted 
m the wilderness. 

34 After the number of the days in which ye searched tlic 
land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your 
iniquities, even forty years ; and ye shall know my breach of 
promise. 

86 And the men, which Moses sent to search the laud, wlio 
returned, and made all the congregation to murmur against 
him, hy bringing up a slander upon the land, 

37 Even those men that did bring up the evil report upon 
the land, died by the plague before the Loan. 

38 But Joshua the sou of Nun, and Caleb the son of Je- 

I ihunneb, wfdch were of the men that went to search the laud, 
ived stilL 

89 And Moses told these sayings unto aU the children of 
Israel : and the people mourned greatly. 

40 And they rose up early in the morning, and gat them 
up intd the top of the mountain, saying, Lo, we be here, and 
will go up unto the place which the Lord hath promised : for 
we have sinned. 

41 . And Moses said, Wherefore now do ye transgress the 
commandment of the Lord ? but it shall not prosper. 

42 ^ not im, for the Lord is not among you; that yc be 
not smitien befl^ your enemies. 

48 Epr the Amidekites and the Canaanites are there before 
you, ^ ye shall faft by the sword; because yo are turned 
away from the Lord, therefore the Lord will not be with you. 

44 But .they pmumed to go up unto the hill top: never- 
theless the arK of the covenant of the Lord, and Moses, 
^parted not out of the camp. 

EBasuBcrroRs rrov STuxBaBa xxv.^ — Ood^a promises are gentle, like 
tba soft breeses of a summer^a dty; but ms Ihreatenings are more 


awftil than the loudest thundera of the heavens. We see in God’s 
tbreateninga against andent larael, the greatness and enormity of 
their guilt in murmuring against God, who had performed such 
st)lendid miracles for their preservation and deliverance. They 
i brought upon themselves the calamity of living under the Dirine 
displeasure, and exposed themselves to the calamity of dying under 
the Divine wrath. They shut themselves out of an earthly Canaan, 
and many of them furnished but little hope that they should ever 
roach a heavenly Canaan. Caleb and Joshua are held up as noble 
examples of fidelity in the sorviQe of their God, and a rich and 
gracious reward was given them. They wore permitted to enter the 
; earthly, and, at lost, to enter the heavenly Canaan. FaithM unto 
deatli, they received the crown of life. 

PRAYEK 

TNFINITELY great and glorious Lord God, notwithstaud- 
ing our meanness, insignificance, sinfulness, and guilt, wo 
arc encouniged by tliy condescending goodness, by the gracious 
promises of thy truth, and hy the mediation. of thy Son, to 
cast ourselves prostrate at thy feet, and implore thy mercy. 
How unfit are we, how unworthy arc we to speak unto thoe, 
the Lord I Wc are never sufficiently prepared to come into 
thy presence, but we rejoice that thy good Spirit is ever ready 
to help our infirmitic^s, and make intercession for us with 
desires, the earnestness of which cannot be expressed. This 
morning wc acknowledge thcc as the God who made us, as 
our constant Benefactor, in whom we live, move, and have our 
])eing. On thee wc depend for all the g(x)d we now enjoy, 
and in thee we trust for all the good we hope for in the days 
to come. But above all we adore thee as the God of salva- 
tion, from the fountain of whose mercy a stream flows that 
shall rejoice the hearts of the redeemed in all generations. 

Wc praise thee, O Lord, for the manifestations of thy for- 
bearance and long-suflering which we have experienced all our 
days. Great have been our provocations, and great has been 
thy patience. Great have been and still great are the sins of 
our land. And we have reason to stand and wonder when we 
think how thou hast borne with our profanity and impiety. 
Preserve us from the alarming sin of abusing thy patience^ 
May the pimishmeut inflicted on murnniring Israel be instru- 
mental in opening our eyes to see the great enormity of the 
sin of murmuring against thy will and abusing thy patience. 
May wc tremble while we thiuk, that when thy despised 
patience is withdrawn, it is followed by awful manifestations 
of wrath. Suffer us not to live in a state of rebellion against 
thy will, as this is invariably accompanied with thy frbwns. 
May the disgraceful deatli of the riibellious Israelites con- 
vince us how heart-rending it is to die under the displeaaul*e 
of Jehovah. 

May our beloved children, and the children of all our rela- 
tives and friends, and our domestics^ take warning from the 
imnishment inflicted on rebellious hraeL May they discover 
an early attachment to thy Gospel and believe it, and an early 
love to thy law and obey it. 

Bless to us the example of Caleb and Joshua. As they had 
another spirit in them, far different from the spirit of murmur- 
ing Israel, may we have another spirit in us, differing from the 
spirit of the men of the world. May the same miud be in us 
that was also in Christ. 

May the spirit of the Gospel pervade our minds in all the 
duties and engagements of the day. May our lives be a satisfy- 
ing evidence tliat the Gos])eI is the wisdom cf God and th^ 
power of God — that it teaches to live as well as to die. We thank 
thee that thou hast been mindful of us daring the post night, 
and that not one word has failed of all that chou hast promised. 

Blessed Saviour, may our morning-prayer obtain acceptance, 
through the merit of tWe atonement and the efficacy of thine 
in^exeession. And may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be 
irilhuiaH. Amen. 

UH 8 885 


ffRVBNTEENTH WEEK.— FRIDAY EVBNTXa 


ONB THING I KNOW. 

CkarUy, Mindon, Kingslnidgt, Virginia, 

1 I'^EAR Saviour! make mo wise to boo 
^ My sin, and guiit, and remedy ; 

'Tis said, of all thy blood has bought, 
They shall of Israers God be taught. 

2 Their plague of heart thy people know ; 
They know thy name, and trust thee too ; 
They know the Gosper s blissful sound, 
The path where endless joys abound. 

8 They* know the Father and the Son ; 
Theirs is eternal life begun ; 

Fnto salvation they are wise, — 

Their grace shall into glory rise. 

4 But ignorance itself am I ; 

Born blind — estranged from thee 1 lie ; 

0 Lord ! to thee I humbly own, 

1 nothing know os should bo known. 


JOHN IX. 

DiaptUings with the Blind Man, 

fpHEY brought to the Pharisees him that aforetime was 
blind. 

14 And it was tlie sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, 
and opened his eyes. 

18 But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he 
had been blind, and received his sight, until they called the 
parents of him that liad received his siglit. 

19 And they asked them, saying. Is this your son, who ye 
say was born blind ? how then doth he now see ? 

20 His parents answered them and said, Wc know that this 
is our son, and that lie was bom blind : 

21 But by what means he now sceth, we know not ; or who 
hath opened his eyes, we know not : he is of age ; ask him : 
he shall speak for himself. 

22 These words spake his parents, because they feared the 
Jews : for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did 
confess that he was Christ, lie should be put out of the syna- 
gogue. 

23 Therefore said his parents, lie is of age ; ask liim. 

24 Then again called they the man that was blind, and said 
unto him, Give God the praise : we know that this man is a 
sinner. 

25 He answered and said. Whether he be a sinner or no, I 
know not : one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now 
I see. 

26 Then said they to him again. What did he to thee ? how 
opened he thine eyes? 

27 He answered them, I have told you already, and yc did 
not hear : wherefore would ye hear it again ? will ye also be 
Ids disciples ? 

28 Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple ; 
but we are Moses^ disciples. 

29 We know that God spake unto Moses : as for this fellow, 
wo know not from whence he is. 

80 The man answered and said unto them. Why, herein is 
a marvellous thing, that ye know not from whence he is, and 
yet he hath open^ mine eyes. 

81 Now we know that God hcareth not sinners : but if any 
man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth. 

82 Since the world began was it not heard that any man 
qpenod the eyes of one that was bom blind. 

88 1£ this man were not of God, he could do nothing. 

Bmacnoirs upon John ix. — Jesus opened the bodily eyes of the 
blind lo an on the Sabbath-day ; and it is hnimating to think of the 
vast multitudes of instances in which Christ, by his Spirit, has 
opened the eyes at the understandings of men on that bless^ day. 

286 


Oortoinly, that is the day the King ddighieth to honour. May that 
day be dear to us, as the day when we shall er^oy speoisl tokms of 
Divine love, and when we shall be enriched by the special blessings 
of Divine goodness. How odious the hypomtieal Pharisees apnearod 
in their voluntary, unreasonable, and obstinate unbehef 1^ while the 
man who was miraculously restored to sight, in the midst of the 
vilest abuse, is honoured of God, by his candid and noble testimony 
to the power and mercy of Christ, who had opened his eyes to see 
the brightness of day, and the varied wonders of God's fair creation. 
May we have an experimental and saving knowledge of what Christ 
is, by the indwelling induences of his Holy Spirit in onr heart. 

PEAYER. 

I NFINITELY blessed and pacious Lord God, thou art the 
high and lofty One who inhabitest eternity, and whose 
name is holy. Wien we contemplate the awfid majesty of 
thy being compared with the meanness, insignificance, and 
sinfulness of our nature, we have indeed cause to fear and 
tremble at appearing before thy presence. But if we only 
contemplated thy mfi^^sty, justice, and power, we should never 
dare to present oursdYns before thee. We praise thee that 
thou hast given such ik display of mercy, and hast delivered 
promises so great and precious that our drooping spirits are 
revived, and our souls sweetly persuaded and encouraged to 
offer up the supplications! of our heart. Hast thou not said, 
O Hearer of prayer, that!' though thou dwellest in the high 
and holy place, thou wilt* also dwell with him who is of an 
humble and contrite spirit ? Thou hast said that the needy 
shall not be forgotten, and the expectation of the poor shaU 
not perish. Mercifully do as thou\^hast said; remember thy 
word unto thy servants, upon Svhich* ^^thou hast caused us to 
hope. \ . 

Give us faith to believe that our habitation is the residence 
of our God ; then shall we lie down upon our beds in peace. 
May each one of us exercise a lively trust in thee ; then we 
shall be preserved in perfect and secure peace, not only during 
the business of the day, but amid the darkness of the night. 

We thank God that no evil has befallen us since we ap* 
peared before thy throne to present our morning sacrifice. 

As a family, mav we be blessed in him in whom all the 
families of the earth who believe in his name shall be blessed. 
Let none of us remain in a state pf spiritual blindness ; but 
may all of us, from the eldest even unto the youngest, know 
the almighty power and grace of Christ, by having the eyes of 
our understanding opened. Heaven grant that, with the blind 
man of whom we have read, we may be enabled, with believ- 
ing astonishment, gratitude, and praise, to exclaim. One thing 
we know, once we w'ere blind, now we see. May we see a 
God in Christ as our God ; may wc see Christ in all his ofSoes 
and relations as ours; may we see the Holy Spirit as our 
instructor, our guide, our comforter, and our sanctifier. May 
wc sec that salvation is our portion; and all the blessings of 
the covenant of grace our rich and imperishable inheritance. 
May we see that the saints are our brethren, angels our km- 
dred, and heaven our home. And may we be able trium- 
phantly to exclaim. Then, with our immortal eyes, shaU we 
see thy lovely face, and with endless pleasure and astonish- 
ment feast upon thino unknown, boundless grace. 

Convince our beloved children and dopiestice that they art 
by nature spiritually blind, and ther^ore that they need the 
power and spirit of Jesus to remove this blindness, to enable 
them to see on the one hand their sin and danger, and on the 
other their God and Saviour, 

Show kindness to our aged friends ; and, as they draw nearer 
the heavenly world, mav their spiritual eye-sight beodmo 
stronger and stronger, tiU at last their fSedth is <matiged into 
the bright vision of h^ven^s gbry. 

All we ask is for Jesus’ sake. Amen, ^ 


SIVENTEENTH WEEK.--SATUaDAY MORNING. 


I 


OOD’s HOUNXSS, TBNaKANCB, AND OBACB. 

JCtrtal Moor, Mew Eagle 8t, Swtkm, t. m. 

1 XJ^XALT the Lord our Ood, 

^ And worship at his feet; 

His nature is all holiness, 

And meroy is bis seat. 

2 When Israel was his church, 

When Aaron was his priest, 

When Moses cried, when Samuel prayed, 

He gave his people rest. 

3 Oft he forgave their sins, 

Nor would destroy their race ; 

And oft he made his vengeance known. 

When they abused his grace. 

Watts, Pm, 99, p. //, 

NUMBERS XV. 

Sabbath Profanation, 

A ND while the children of Israel were in the wilderness, 
they found a man that gathered sticks upon the sabbath 

day. 

83 And they that found him gathering sticks brought him 
unto Moses and Aaron, and unto all the congregation. 

84 And they put him in ward, because it was not declared 
what should be done to him. 

86 And the Loan said unto Moses, Tlic man shall be surely 
put to death : all the congn^^gation shall stone him with stones 
without the camp. 

86 And all the congregation brought him without the camp, 
and stoned him with stones, and he died ; as the Loud com- 
manded Moses. 

NUMBERS XVI. 

Eehellion of Korah^ Dafhan^and Ahivam, 

TCTOW Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son 
of Levi ; and Dathan and Abiram, thcj sons of Eliab, and 
On, the son of Pelcth, sons of Reuben, took men : 

2 And they rose up before Moses, with certain of the 
children of Israel, two hundred and fifty princes of the 
assembly, famous in the congregation, men of renown : 

8 And they gathered themselves together against Moses 
and against Aaron, and said unto them. Ye take too much 
upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of 
them, and the Lord ig among them : wherefore then lift ye up 
yourselves above the congregation of the Lord ? 

4 And when Moses heard it, he fell upon his face : 

6 And he spake unto Korah, and unto all his company, 
saying, Even to morrow the Lord will shew who are his, and 
who is holy ; and will cause him to come near unto him : even 
him whom he hath chosen will he cause to come near unto 
him. 

6 This do ; Take you censers, Korah, and all his company ; 

7 And put fire therein, and put incense in them before the 
Lord to morrow; and it shall be, that the man whom the Lord 
doth choose, he shall be holy : ye take too much upon you, ye 
sons of Ijevi. 

8 And Moses said unto Korah, Hear, I pray you, ye sons of 
Levi:. 

9 Seemeth it but a small thing unto you, that the God of 
Israel hath separated you from thie congregation of Israel, to 
bring you near to himself to do the service of the tabernacle 
of the Lord, and to stand before the congregation to minister 
unto them? 

10 And he hath brought thee near to him, and all thy 
brethren the sous of Levi with thee : and seek ye the priest- 
hood also? 


uroir Vvmm xv., zvx.— Profimation of the Sabbath 
is ittteiided with peouliar aggravations. God appointed the Sabbath 
•i a day of bofily rest and spmtual ei^oyment This appointment 


IS mvaluable. It is as much a display of mercy as of wisdom and 
sovereignty. Man’s interest, improvement, and happiness ore pro- 
moted by the sanctification of tliis day ; while, at the sumo time. God 
is glorified, and his perfections made known and adored. To those 
who sanctify this day, God has given the most encouraging promises^ 
against those who profane this day, he has denounced the t^aten- 
ings of his wrath. My it bo the delight of our heart to keep this 
day holy to our God ! we think of the pride of Korah and his 

associates, when we remember their saorilegiouB ambition, and its 
fatal consequences, lot it be our earnest prayer to bo clothed with 
humility. 


PRAYER. 

T^OST glorious Jehovah, whose we are, and whom we ought 
to serve and adore, we acknowledge our dependence upon 
thy providence for ever 3 r blessing necessary for our preservation 
and comfort. We desire to give thee the glory due to thy 
name for thy constant care during the past week and the past 
day, and for thy continued and uninterrupted kindness during 
our past lives. Our voice therefore shalt thou hear in the 
morning, O Lord ; in the morning will we direct our praises 
and our prayers unto thee : and wc desire to look up in humble 
expectation of the continuance of those mercies we need, while 
travelling along the wilderness of this life. 

We thank thee that thou hast given us, during the night, 
refreshing sleep, and caused our bed to comfort us. Then hast 
not yet appointed for us wearisome nights ; and we have not 
yet been surprised with the sleep of death. We thank thee 
that our abode has not proved our sepulchre, and that no 
plague has been allowed to come nigh our dwelling. We are 
the living, the living to praise thee, as we do this day. 

We place ourselves under thy care. Give us direction and 
success in all our lawful undertakings. May we even derive 
spiritual improvement from our temporal business. Give us 
day by day daily bread, and daily grace, and daily hope, that, 
when the journey of time is over, we may enter upon a glo- 
rious career above, that shall remain for ever. May wo set 
the Lord always before us, and while we live upon thy bounty 
may we live to thy praise. 

We have now been permitted to read a solemn and alarming 
portion of thy Word. May thy Spirit employ it to produce 
an effect on our minds which will appear in our conscientious 
respect for thy Sabbath, and our unfeigned veneration for the 
institutions of thy Word. 

We acknowledge, 0 Lord, with shame, the numerous in- 
stances of Sabbath-profanation with which we are chargeable, 
both as a family and individuals. How ofteu have we indulged 
our own tliougnts, spoken our own words, performed our own 
actions, and sought our own carnal pleasure, on thy sacred day ! 
May this our sin be forgiven, and may we offend thee in this 
manner no more for ever. 

We confess the sin of our nation, in the very general neglect 
and abuse of thy day, accompanied by a neglect and contempt 
of thine ordinances. Justly thou mightst have forsaken our 
nation, and have made us a hissing and a reproach among all 
the kingdoms of the earth, for this our national sin. 

May our dear children and domestics never associate with 
Sabbath^breakers, but, from a love to thy day and a love to 
thy Son, remember thy Sabbath to keep it holy. 

Give us, blessed Saviour, a love to thy ministein. May we 
not despise them, as Korah and his company despised Moses, 
and were destroyed. May we love their message, because it is 
the manifestation of thy love; when we hear their voice, may 
we hear the voice of Jesus through the voice of man ; and may 
their labours be the instrument, in the hand of the Holy Spirit, 
of imparting to us the blessing of eternal life. Hear us gra- 
ciously, and forgive us freely, for lesus our dear Redeemer’s 
sake. Amen. 

Wi 


SEVENTEENTH WEEK.— ^TUBDA-Y EVENING. 


1 


t. U. 


JBBU» BUFFERING FOE THE SHEEP, 
l$aiah* Vkuftfwmt. WhUtfidd. Sivutw*. 

1 T IKE sheep we went astray, 

" And broke the fold of G(»d, 

Each wandering in a different way, 

But all the downward rood. 

2 How dreadful was the hour 
When God our wanderings laid, 

And did at once his vengeance ' 

Upon the Shepherd's head ! 

3 How glorious was the grace 
When Olirist sustained the 8tr'‘]v<' J* 

TIis life and blood tlie Shepherd ]• <y/- 
A ransom for tlie flock. 

WArir., \ A2, n. /. 

JOHN IX. 

The Man who was JlUnd bdieviny in Ohiigt. 

J ESUS hecord that they had cast him out; and when lie had 
found him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son 
of God ? 

36 He answered and said, Who is he. Lord, that I might 
believe on him? 

87 And Jesus said unto him. Thou hast botli seen him, and 
it is he that talketh with thco. 

38 And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him. 
39 And Jesus said, for judgment 1 am come into this world, 
that they which see not might see ; and that they which see 
might be made blind. 

40 And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard 
these words, and said unto him. Are we blind also? 

41 Jesus said unto them. If ye were blind, yc should have 
no Bin : but now ye say. We see ; therefore your sin rcraaineth. 

JOHN X. 

Christ the Good Shepherd. 

TTEIIILY, verily, I say unto you. He that entereth not by 
▼ the door into tlie shcepfolcl, but climbeth up some other 
way, the same is a thief and a robbcT. 

2 But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep. 

3 To him the porter openeth ; and the slieep hear his voice : 
and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. 

4 And when he putteth forth Ins own sheeji, lie goctli before 
them, and the sheep follow him : for they know his voice. 

6 And a stranger will they not follow', but will flee from 
him : for they know not the voice of strangers. 

7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, I am the door of the slieep. 

8 All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers ; 
but the sheep did not hear them. 

9 I am the door : by me if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved, and shall go in and out, and And pasture. 

10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy ; I am come that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly. 

11 I am the good shepherd ; the good shepherd giveth his 
life for the sheep. 

12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose 
own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and Icaveth the 
sheep, and fleeth : and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth 
the sJ^p. 

^ Rbflxotioks upon John ix., x . — The man who was restored to 
sight could afford to be cast off by man, seeing he was accepted of 
Jesus. Msn^s contempt was infinitely counterbalanced by his mterest 
in Christas lovQ* If our love to Christ leads us readily and i^iUingly 
to suffer shame for his sakoi he will onrich us with his giaee, cheer 
us with his smiles, comfort us with his foUonrship, sustain us by his 
ass 


power, and at laat reoeiTe ns to h« hMTen. Eini^ of Chtu* aw 
Sompa^ to ahopherda. EaittifiUly to aot a ahejli^'a part, it w 
neco^ for them to study, imitate, and admiio the ezmple rf 
Josua, the great Shepherd of the aheop. It ahould erer ^ their 
duty and delight to lead their flock in the green phaturea of Ooapel 
ordinances, and beaide the peaceful watera of Go^ oonaolation. 0 
how Jesus, the Dirine Shepherd, loved his flook-4ie laid down hia 
life for the sheep ! __ 

PBAYER. 

I NFINITELY great and ever-blessed God, we the most un- 
worthy of thy creatures desire at this time with hum^ty 
and reverence to prostrate ourselves in thine awful gracious 
presence, and acknowledge thine infinite perfe^ion and glo- 
rious excellence. We adore thee as having existed before all 
beings, even from all eternity enjoying in thyself, in the 
fiillowship of thine own mind and of thy threefold personality, 
imliounded blessedness. Thou art the greatest and the best of 
beings, compared with whom the loftiest of archangels are less 
than nothing and vanity. Who can conceive, who can by 
searching find out thy knowledge and wisdom, thy power and 
righteousness, thy holiness and goodness, thy truth and mercy? 
Even through the ceaseless ages of eternity the most exalted 
of the heavenly hosts shall have reason to exclaim, None can 
find out the Almighty imto perfection 1 As a famUy, we bow 
before thee at the close of another day, and at the close of 
another week; and we would pay thee our homage as the 
great Creator and as the universal Governor, but, ab^e all, as 
the merciful Redeemer of thy people. 

We adore thco, O Jesus, as the Son of God. Thou art 
saying to ns, each one, as thou saidst to the man who was 
miraculously restored to sight. Dost thou believe on the Son 
of God ? 0 that wc were enabled by thy Holy Spirit, like him, 
to believe and worship. Would to God we could thus address 
thee from the heart: Wc believe; Lord, help our unbelief. 
Mercifully take from us our evil heart of unbelief. May we 
not only be delivered from unbelief, but from voluntary igno- 
rance. Thou hast liberally enriched us with the means of 
grace ; may we not be left to. live in the abuse of those means. 
Preserve us also from presumptuous sins. We are chargeable 
with many presumptuous sins. We have sinned against the 
light of reason, the dictates of conscience, the loud warnings 
of thy law, and the sweet, alluring voice of thy Gospel. 

O Lord, strengthen the conscience in the bosom of our dear 
offspring. Give them a tender conscience, and may they be 
sensibly alive to the evil of every sin and to the importance q/ 
every duty. God forbid that they should ever be vieited with 
a seared conscience. Enable them to hear the voice cf c<wi- 
science as the voice of God. 

Great Saviour, thou art the good Shepherd, and we adore 
thee as the Shepherd of our souls. ^ Deliver thy Church from 
false and from faithless shepherds. * Suffer none to enter into 
the shepherd’s place who has not the call of thee, the chief 
Shepherd. May faithless shepherds be converted by thy 
Spirit, or expelled thy providence. 

We adore thee. Divine Redeemer, as the good Sheidierd, 
whom we desire to love superlatively and believe impwtly. 
Eternal praises to thy name, that in eternity thou diast love 
the sheep, and in time didst lay down thy life for the dboep. 
Behold, what manner of love is this I On the approaching 
Sabbath may the heralds of salvation be powerfully emxtei in 
proclaiming thy grace, and persuading sinners to come into 
thy fold, O that each one in this family may be a sheen in* 
Jesus’ flock. ^ 

We thank God for the mercies we have this day exuoye^ 
and we supplicate our Father’s wire this night. 0 hesF m 
for J^s^e. Andmay thegmceof theliCHd 
be with us all. Amen. 



BIGHTEENTH WEEK.—SABBATH MOENINO. 


ROVl XN OQD. 

AMtm, St, l/mr^ Jtvfii/, /sUngton. l . k . 

1 ji^Y »pmt ftinlw within me, Lord, 

I call thy name to mind, 
ind timea of past diatresa record, 

When 1 hare found my Ood was kind. 

2 Huge troubles, with tumultuous noise, 

like a sea and round me spread ; 

Thy waterspouts drown all my joys. 

And rising wares roll o'er my head. 

8 Yet will the Lord command his lOve, 

When 1 address his throne by day ; 

Nor in the night his grace remove : 

The night sh^ hear me sing and pray. 

4 I '11 cast myself before his feet, 

And say, Mr God, my heavenly rock ! 

Why doth tny love so long forget 
The soul that groans beneath thy stroke r 

5 Thy light and truth shall guide me still. 

Thy word shall my best thoughts employ, 

And lead me to thine heavenly hill 

My God, my most exceeding joy. 

WAm, Pa, 42, p. /./. 

PSALM XLIII. 

Hojte in Ood. 

J UDGE me, O God, and plead my cause against an ungodly 
nation ; O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man. 
2 For thou art the God of my strength : why dost thou 
cast me oflf? why go I mourning because of the oppressiem of 
the enemy ? 

8 O send out thy light and thy truth: let them lead me; 
let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles. 

4 Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto God my 
exceeding joy : yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, O Goa, 
my God. 

5 Why art thou cast down, O my soul ? and why art thou 
disquieted within me ? hope in God : for I shall yet praise 
him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God. 

PSALM XLIV. 

Confidence in God, 

"ll^E have heard with bur ears, O God, our fathers have 
Y V told us, what work thou didst in their days, in the times 
of old. 

. 2 How thou didst drive out the heathen with thy hand, and 
plantcdst them ; how thou didst afflict the people, and cast 
them out. 

8 For they got not the land in possession by their own 
sword, neither did their own arm save them ; hut thy right 
hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy countenance, because 
thou hadst a favour unto them. 

4 Thou art my King, O Ood: commana deliverances for 
Jacob. 

5 Through thee will we push down our enemies : through 
thy name will we tread them under that rise up against us. 

6 For I will not trust in my bow, neither shall my sword 
save me. 

7 But thou hast saved us from our enemies, and hast put 
them to shame that hated us. 

8 In God we boast all the day long, and praise thy name 
for ever; Selah. 

BiBixaonoKS otow Paux xlut., xuv. — What on unspeakable 
oomfbrt it is to those who are savingly united to Jesus as the Lord 
th^ rigbteousnei^ that however much they are accused and con- 
demned by men they are justifiedi by God ! Ho has pronounced upon 
Qiem a sentence of pardon and acceptance which can never be 
reversed. Are the saints oppressed by man? they ore held up by 
the almighty arm of the Qoa of their salvation. Are they passing 
throx^ a orea^ wilderness in their jonmer to the heavenly Cwaanf 
thqr Divine to gtude them, Divme love to omnfort them, 


and a Divine shield to defend them : they should therefore be careful 
never to give way to despondency and unbcHeving fears. What a 
blessing and honour to have pious and loving parents, who have 
made us acquainted with the great things God has done for his 
Church, and with the marvellous interpositions of his Providence in 
preserving her amidst the greatest dangers, relieving her from the 
greatest perplexities, and delivering her from the greatest enemies I 
What a history ! — the record of tho w^onderful things God has done 
Ibr Zion, tho city of tho great King ! 


PRAYER. ! 

^ LORY to God in the highest, that on the morning of 
another Sabbath-day we have an opportunity of sun*ound. 
ing the domestic altar, to adore and supplicate the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. O thou most blessed God, who ai’t our mer- 
ciful Father in Christ, we beseech thee to look down with pity 
on us thine unworthy creatures, who are this rooming as a 
family drawing near thy throne of grace. 

Wc praise thee that, during the past week and the past 
night, thou hast defended ns by the shield of thy watchful 
care from all the dangers, known and unknown, to which wo 
have been exposed. What are we that thou hast conferred on 
us the invaluable privilege of another Sabbath ! While multi- 
tudes who despised thy grace are for ever deprived of this holy, 
sacred day, in thy sovereignty thou hast given to ns another 
day of the Son of man. We thank thee for this best of days. 

To us may it prove a day of sacred rest. May we be delivered 
from mortal, earthly cares. And may our heart, like the harp 
of Israel's king, be in tune to celcljrate thy praise. 

We lament that so small a portion of the earth enjoys the 
blessedness of a Christian Sabbath. Give tho nations, O Lord, 
tliy Go8j)el, thine ordinances, thy ministers, and thy Sabbath. . 
We hail, O Lord, the arrival of that time when the Sabbath 
and its blessings shall be enjoyed by people of every nation 
and every clime, 'riirough the instrumentality of Bible and 
missionary institutions, may the proud bulwarks of pagan 
idolatry and superstition be soon hwelled witli the ground, 
and everything that is opposed to Christ and his Gt)8pel dis- 
appear before the breath of thy mouth and the brightness of 
thy coming. 

Give to thy dear servants this day the tongue of the learned, 
that they may rightly divine the word of truth, and that 
may speak a word in season to those who are weary, 
send out thy light and thy truth : let them lead us, andij|^ I 
the Israel of God. Bring us and multitudes to thy holy hm, 
and to thy tabernacles. May wc draw near to thee in thy 
sanctuary with exceeding joy. 

Have mercy on all the rulers of the land ; and in particular 
have mercy on thy servant whom thou hast invested with the 
loftiest place of authority. Adorn them with crowns of grace, 
and make them heirs of a kingdom that cannot be moved. 

May all our universities and seminaries of learning be 
honoured and blessed by the superintending care of the Holy 
Spirit. And may our children and servants he the heirs of 
heaven. 

May the Gospel prove consolatory to aged travellers this 
day, and amid the infirmities of declining years may their 
bosoms glow with animating hopes of eternal glory. 

Pity the afflicted, whether in body or in mind. Comfort 
them with the prospect of a glorious resurrection and a blessed 
eternity. Thus may they mount up in their expectations, as 
on eagW wings. 

May our beloved minister be filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
may a Divine unction accompany the word that mav flow from 
bis Ups. May those who are cast down be comforted under hk 
ministry, and before the day terminate sing aloud for joy. 

Lord, hear us, for Jesus’ sake, our Lord and Saviour. 

Our Father which art in heaven, ikxi, 

838 


SaVENTEBNTH WEBK.—'SATCTBJDA.Y BVBNXNO. 


JBS08 ammCRING fob the sheef. 
tmiah, iJtaremont, Whit^fidd* Slmxm\ 

T IKE sheep we went astray, 

" And broke the fold of Gc»d, 

Each wandering in a different way, 

But all the downward road. 

How dreadful was the hour 
"When God our wanderings laid, 

And did at once his vengeance ])our 
Upon the Shepherd’s head ! 

How glorious was the grace 
When Christ sustained the sir^'ko !■ 

His life and blood the Shoidierd ]> 

A ransom for the flock. 

Wato, 14CJ, H. /. 

JOHN IX. 

TJie Man who was Mind helieinng in Christ, 

J ESUS heard that they had cast him out; and when lie had 
found him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son 
of God? 

36 He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might 
believe on him ? 

87 And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and 
it is he that talketli with thee. 

88 And he said, Lord, 1 believe. And he worshipped him. 
89 And Jesus said, for judgment I am come into this world, 
that they which see not might see ; and that they which sec 
might be made blind. 

40 And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard 
these words, and said unto him. Are wo blind also ? 

41 Jesus said unto them, If yc were blind, yc should have 
no sin : but now ye say, Wc sec ; therefore your sin remaineth. 

JOHN X. 

Christ the Good Shepherd* 

Ij^EHILY, verily, 1 say unto you. He that eiitercth not 
^ the door into the sheepfold, but clirabctli up some other 
way, the same is a thief and a robber. 

But ho that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep. 

3 To him the porter openeth ; and the sheep hear his voice : 
and ho callcth his own sheep by name, and hjadeth them out. 

4 And when he puttetli forth his own sheep, he gocth before 
them, and the sheep follow him : for they know his voice. 

5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from 
him : for they know not the voice of strangers. 

7 Then said Jesus unto them agaiu, verily, verily, I say 
unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 

8 All that ever came before me arc thieves and robbers ; 
but the sheep did not hear them. 

9 1 am the door : by me if any man cutcir in, he shall be 
saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 

10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy : I am come that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly. 

11 I am the good shepherd : the good shepherd giveth his 
life for the sheep. 

12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose 
own the sheep arc not, seeth the wolf coming, and Icavcth the 
sheep, and fleeth : and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth 
the sheep. 

Beflecjtiojts tjfok Joinr ix., x.— The man who was restored to 
sight could afford to bo cast off by man, seeing he was accepted of 
Jesus. If an^B oontompt was infinitely counterbalanced by hiS mterest 
in Christ’s lov^ If our love to Christ leads us readily Qud williugly 
to suffiBr shame for his sake, he will enrich us with his grace, cheer 
us with his smiles, comfort us with his fellowship, sustain ua by has 


power, and at last receive us to his heavaiL Ifinisters of Christ a^ 
Spared to shepherds. Eaithfblly to act a diepherd’o part, it is 
necessary for them to study, imitate, and admini the example of 
Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep. It should ever be thdr 
duty and delight to lead thoir flock in the green pastures of Gosp^ 
ordmances, and beside the peaceful waters of Gos^ consolation. 0 
how Jesus, the Divine Sh4>herd, loved Ms flock— he laid down Ms 
life for tho sheep ! 


PEAYEB. 

I NFINITELY great and ever-blessed Qo^ we the most un- 
worthy of thy creatures desire at this time with humility 
and reverence to prostrate ourselves in thine awful yet gracious 
presence, and acknowledge thine infinite perfection and glo- 
rious excellence. We adore thee as having existed Wore all 
beings, even from all eternity cnioying m thyself, in the 
fellowship of thine own mind and of thy threefold personality, 
unbounded blessedness. Thou art the greatest and the best of 
j beings, compared with whom the loftiest of archangels are less 
than nothing and vanity. Who can conceive, who can by 
searching find out thy knowledge and wisdom, thy power and 
righteousness, thy hoUness and goodness, thy truth and mercy? 
Even through the ceaseless ages of eternity the most exalted 
of the heavenly hosts shall have reason to exclaim, None can 
find out the Almighty unto perfection 1 As a femily, we bow 
before thee at the close of another day, and at the close of 
another week; and we would pay thee our homage as the 
great Creator and as the universal Governor, but, above all, as 
the merciful Redeemer of thy people. 

We adore thee, O Jesus, as the Son of God. Thou art 
saying to us, each one, as thou saidst to the man who was 
miraculously restored to sight, Dost thou believe on the Son 
of God ? O that we were enabled by thy Holy Spirit, like him, 
to believe and worship. Would to God we could thus address 
thee from the heart : We believe ; Lord, help our unbelief. 
Mercifully take from us our evil heart of unbelief. May we 
not only be delivered from unbelief, but from voluntary igno- 
rance. Thou hast liberally enriched us with the means of 
grace ; may we not be left to.live in the abuse of those means. 
Preserve us also from presumptuous sins. We are chargeable 
with many presumptuous sins. We have sinned against the 
light of reason, the dictates of conscience, the loud warnings 
of thy law, and the sweet, alluring voice of thy Gospel. 

O Lord, strengthen the conscience in the bosom of wr dear 
offspring* Give them a tender conscience, and may they be 
sensibly alive to the evil of every sin and to the importance qf 
every duty. God forbid that they should ever be visited t(nth 
a seared conscience* Enable them to hear the voice qf cen- 
science as the voice of God* 

Great Saviour, thou art the good Shepherd, and we adoi« 
thee as the Shepherd of our souJs. Deliver thy Church from 
false and from faithless shepherds. Suffer none to enter into 
the shepherd’s place who has not the call of thee, the chief 
Sheplierd. May faithless shepherds be converted by tby 
Spirit, or expelled ly thy providence. 

We adore thee. Divine Redeemer, as tho good Shepherd, 
whom wo desire to love superlatively and beueve impneitiy. 
Eternal praises to thy name, that in eternity thou didst love 
the sheep, and in time didst lay down thy life for the sheep. 
Behold, what manner of love is this 1 On the approaching 
Sabbath may the heralds of salvation bo powerfuDy assisted in 
proclaiming thy grace, and persuading sinners to come into 
thy fold. 0 that each one in this family may be a sheep in 
Jesus’ flock. 

We thank God for the mercies we have this day er^oyed^ 
and we suppUoate our Father’s care this night. O hear us 
for tTeeuB’ sake. Arwl may the grace of tihe Lord Joins ‘ ' 
be witib us all. Amen. 



BIGHTBENTH WEEK.— SABBATH MORNING. 


HOPS IN 0^0. ' 

Aikim$* 8t, lamvmM Jewy, Idin^on. l . x . 

t Spirit sinks within me, Lord, 

But I will call thy name to mind, 

And times of past dist^ record, 

When I haTe foond my God was kind. 

2 Huge troubles, with t^ultuous noise, 

Sw^ like a sea and round me spread ; 

Thy waterspouts drown all my joys, 

And rising waves roll o^er my hood. 

3 Yet will the Lord command his lOve, 

When 1 address his throne by day ; 

Kor in the night his grace remove : 

The night sh^ hear mo sing and pray. ! 

4 III cast myself before his feot, 

And say, My God, my heavenly rock ! 

Why doth tny love so long forget 
The soul that groans beneath thy stroke ? 

5 Thy light and truth shall guide me still, 

Thy word shall my best thoughts employ, 

And lead me to thine heavenly hill 

My God, my most exceeding joy. 

WArfii,iP#.42,p. 

PSALM XLIII. 

Hope in Ood. 

TUDGE me, 0 God, and plead my cause against an ungodly 
^ nation : O deliver me from the deccitftd and unjust man. 

2 For thou art the God of my strength : why dost thou 
cost me off? why go I mourning because of the oppression of 
the enemy ? 

3 O send out thy light and thy truth : let them load me ; 
let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles. 

4 Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto God mv 
exceeding joy : yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, O Goa, 
my Ood. 

6 Why art thou cast down, O my soul ? and why art thou 
disquieted within me ? hope in God : for I shall yet praise 
him, wAo is the health of my countenance, and my God. 

PSALM XLIV. 

Coi\fidtnce in Ood, 

TTTE have heard with our cars, O God, our fathers have 

▼ ^ told us, what work thou didst in their days, in the times 
of old. 

. 2 How thou didst drive out the heathen with thy hand, and 
plantedst them : how thou didst afflict the people, and cast 
them out. 

8 For they got not the land in possession by their own 
sword, neither did their own arm save tlicm : but thy right 
hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy coimtenauce, because 
thou hadst a favour unto them. 

4 Thou art my King, O God: commanii deliverances for 
Jacob. 

5 Through thee will we push down our enemies : through 
thy name will we tread them under that rise up against us. 

6 For I will not trust in my bow, neither shdl my sword 
save me. 

7 But thou hast saved us from our enemies, and hast put 
them to shame that hated us. 

8 In God we boast all the day long, and praise thy name 
fo>r ever. Selah. 

JtmnaofZOKS upon Pauut xmi., xliv. — What on unspeakable 
comfort it is to those who are savingly united to Jesus as the Lord 
their righteousness, that however much they are accused and con- 
demned by men they are justified by God ! He has pronounced upon 
them a sentence of paraon and acceptance which can never be 
reversed. Are the saiiits oppressed by man? they are hold up by 
the almighty arm of ^e G^ of their salvation. Are they passing 
through a dreary wilderness in their journey to the heavenlv Canaan f 
theyMVO Divine light to guide them, Divme love to oomfert ^em, 


and a Divine shield to defend them : they should therefore be oarolbl 
never to give way to despondency and unbelieving fears. What a 
blessing and honour to have pious and loving parents, who have 
made us acquainted with the gi^t thin^ M has done for his 
Church, and with the marvellous interpositions of his Providence in 
preserving her amidst the greatest dangers, relieving her from the 
greatest perplexities, and delivering her iVom the greatest enemies ! 
What a history ! — the record of the wonderful things God has done 
for Zion, the city of the great King ! 


PRAYER. 

^ LORY to God in the highest, that on the morning of 
another Sabbath-day we have an opportunity of surround- 
ing the domestic altar, to adore and supplicate tlie Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. O thou most blessed God, who art our mer- 
ciful Father in Christ, we beseech thee to look down with pity 
on us thine unworthy creatures, who are this morning as a 
family drawing near thy throne of grace. 

We praise thee that, during the post week and the past 
night, thou hast defended us by the shield of thy watchful 
care from all tlie dangers, known and unknown, to which we 
have been exposed. What are wo that thou hast conferred on 
us the invaluable privilege of another Sabbath ! While multi- 
tudes who despised thy gi*ace arc for ever deprived of this holy, 
sacred day, in thy sovereignty thou hast given to us another 
day of the Son of man. Wo thank thee Ibr tliis best of days. 
To us may it prove a day of sacred rest. May we bo delivered 
from mortal, earthly cares. And may our heart, like the harp 
of Israers king, be in tune to celebrate thy praise. 

We lament that so small a portion of tlie earth enjoys the 
hlcasedness of a (Christian Sabbath. Give the nations, O Lord, 
thy Gospel, thine ordinances, tliy ministers, and thy Sabbath. . 
W'^e hail, O Lord, the arrival of that time wlien tlie Sabbath 
and its blessings shall be enjoyed by people of every nation 
and every clime. Through the instrumentality of Bible and 
missionary institutions, may the proud bulwarks of pagan 
idolatry and superstition be soon levelled with the ground, 
and everytliiug that is opposed to (Christ and liis Gospel dis- 
appear before the breath of tliy moutli and the brightness of 
thy coming. 

Give to thy dear servants this day the tongue of the learned, 
that they may rightly divine the word of truth, and that they 
may speak a word in season to those who are weary. O 
send out thy light and thy truth : let them lead us, and all 
the Israel of God. Bring us and multitude s to thy holy lull, 
and to tliy tabernacles. May wo di’aw near to thee in thy 
sanctuary with exceeding joy. 

Have mercy on all the rulers of the land ; and in particular 
have mercy on thy servant whom thou hast invested with the 
loftiest place of authority. Adorn them with crowns of grace, 
and make them heirs of a kingdom that cannot be moved. 

May all our universities and seminaries of learning be 
honoured and blessed by the superintending care of the Holy 
Spirit. And may our children and servants be the heirs of 
heaven. 

May the Gospel prove consolatory to aged travellers this 
day, and amid the infirmities of declining years may their 
bosoms glow with animating hopes of eternal glory. 

Pity the afflicted, whether in body or in mind. Comfort 
them with the prospect of a glorious resurrection and a blessed 
eternity. Thus may they mount up in their expectations, as 
on eagles* wings. 

May our beloved minister be filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
may a Divine unction accompany the word that may flow from 
his lips. May those who are cast down be comforted under his 
ministry, and beibre tiie day terminate sing aloud for joy. 

liord, hear us, for Jesus* sake, our L6rd and Gaviour. 

Our Father which art in heaven, Sfcc. 


EIGHTEENTH WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING 


I 


THE CHUUCH^S COMPIAINT IN PERSECUTION. 

Ker$¥»dt, WuUrhxm* Jamea*, Bangor* c. n. 

1 T OBD, we have lioard thy works of old, 

Thy works of power and grace, 

When to our oars our fathers told 
The wonders of their days. 

2 How thou didst build thy churches here, 

And make thy Gospel known ; 

Amongst thorn did thine arm appear, 

Thy light and glory shone. 

8 In God they boasted all the day, 

And in a cheisrful throng 
Hid thousands meet to praise and i)ray, 

And grace was jill their song. 

4 But now our souls are seized with shame, 

Confusion fills our face, 

To hear tho enemy blaspheme, 

And fools reproach thy grace. 

WA-m, Ps. 44. 

PSALM XLIV. 

The Church't Cm>>}tlaint in PerteeiUvm. 

B ut thou hast cast off, and put us to shame ; and goest not 
forth with our armies. 

10 Thou rankest us to turn back from the enemy: and 
they which hate us spoil for themselves. 

11 Thou hast given us like sliecp appointed for meat; and 
hast scattered us among the heathen. 

12 Thou sellest thy people for nought, and dost not increase 
thy wealth by their price. 

18 Thou makest us a reproach to our neighbour.s, a scorn 
and a derision to them that are round about us. 

14 Thou makest us a byword among the heathen, a shaking 
of the head among the people. 

15 My confusion is continually before me, and the shame 
of my faith hath covered me, > 

16 For the voice of him that rcproachcth and blasphemctb ; 
by reason of the enemy and avenger. 

17 All this is come upon us ; yet have we not forgotten 
thee, neither have wc dealt falsely in thy covenant. 

18 Our heart is not turned back, neither have our steps 
declined from thy way ; 

19 Though thou hast sore broken us in the place of dragons, 
and covered us with the shadow of death. 

20 If we have forgottim the name of our God, or stretched 
out our hands to a strange God ; 

21 Shall not God search this out? for he knoweth the 
secrets of the heart. 

22 Yea, for thy sake arc we killed all tlic day long ; wc arc 
counted as sheep for the slaughter. 

23 Awake, why slecpest thou, O Lord ? arise, cast us not 
off for ever. 

24 Wherefore hidest thou thy face, and forgettest our 
affliction and our oppression ? 

25 For our soul is bowed down to the dust: our belly 
cleaveth unto tho earth. 

26 Arise for our help, and redeem us for thy mercies’ sake. 

Ebplections upon Psalm xliv. — God may hide his face from his 
people, but ho never forsakes them ; ho may cover his smiles, but 
he will never withdraw his love. As wholesome discipline, God may 
allow their enemies to obtain some temporary advantage : this is only 
for a i^ort season, for they shall at last be conquerors, and oven more 
than conquerors, through Christ, who loveth them. This world is 
the ^aoe of their probation and conflict. They are told by their 
Divine Lord what they may expect os they journey along. They 
know' that it is often through much tribulation they make progress 
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to the heavenly kingdom. When they minutely enumerate their 
afflictions, as the PSalmist enumerates them in his hiatorioal, plaintiTe 
song, they should also minutely enumerate God’s de^Jings of mercy, 
and caremlly mark down and observe the encouraging instanoes of 
Divine blessings so mercifully and bountiftffly bestowed. Especially 
they should rejoice in tho connection betwixt present affliction and 
ihturo glory, present sorrows and future joys, present and 
future songs, present conflicts and future triumphs. 


PRAYER. 

O LORD, thou art our God and our King; through thee 
will we push down our enemies ; through thy name will 
we tread on those spiritual foes who rise up against us. We 
will not trust in ourselves, or in an arm of flesh ; but in thee 
alone will we boast all the day long, and we will praise thy 
name for ever and ever. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in all the sufferings thy Church 
and people have endured in the ages that are past. They have 
been given like sheep appointed for meat. They have been a 
reproach to their neighbours, a scorn and a repi^h to those 
that were round about them. They have been sore broken iu 
the place of dragons, and they have been killed all the day 
long. We rejoice that, notwithstanding pll this, thy people 
have sustained no loss, but have received unspeakable gam. 
We praise thee that, when the fires of persecution have burnt 
with the greatest vehemence, thy beloved people have been 
enabled triumphantly to sing, For we are persuaded that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. May wc, as a family, be instructed to sing this 
triumphant song of the apostle. 

May our dear children belong to the spiritual army qf Jesus, 
and may they be taught, in an early period of their days, to 
endure hardness, as the good soldiers of Jesus Christ* 

May they and we, and all our relatives and friends, and 
those who worship with us in the same sanctuary, be the 
humble and faithful followers of Christ our head, and, under 
the direction of the Captain of our salvation, may we be led to 
victory and immortal glory. 

We acknowledge, at the close of thy Sabbath, the sins and 
imperfections of which wc are guilty, in the manner in which 
we have served thee this day. We have reason to charge 
ourselves with great backwardness in the ordinances of thy 
liouse, and also with great formality in the solemn engage- 
ments of thy day. Lord, forgive us, through the merits of our 
Saviour’s blood. When we look to our innumerable and 
highly aggravated offences, wc would flee for refuge to Jesus 
and his cross. 

We earnestly pray that Divine efficacy may attend a 
preached Gospel this day. May multitudes be convinced, 
and may their consciences be awakened iu their bosoms, that 
they may see their sin, their danger, and their helplessness. 
May they cry out with holy earnestness, What must we do to 
be saved? Where an awakening has commenced, may it be 
carried on till it issue in conversion. May it be our blessed- 
ness to see all we love, and all in whom we are interested, the 
loving and willing subjects of a Saviour’s dominion. 

What gratitude should inspire our hearts, when we think 
of thy kindness to thine ambassadors this day 1 We thank 
thee for bringing Divine truth to their remembrance, and 
making them the honoured instniments of adding suljjects to 
thy kingdom. 

We commit ourselves and our beloved friends to thy gra- 
cious care this night. May our imperfect prayer be aniwered. 
for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, Ato. 


KIGHTBlfiNTH WEEK.-MONDAY MORNING. 


BUENITT. 

P\)rdim^fid0e. BaUm. x. ii. 

1 ETERNITY IB just at hand ! ' 

" And shall I waste my ebbing sand, 

And careless view departing day, 

And throw my inch of time away ? 

B Eternity I tremendous sound * 

To guilty souls a dreadful wound ! 

But oh ! if Christ and hcavon be mine, 

How sweet the accents ! how Divine ! 

3 Be this my chief, my only care, 

My high pursuit, my ardent prayer ; 

An interest in the Saviour^s blo<^ — 

My pardon sealed, and peace with God. Anon. 

NUMBERS XVI. 

Borahf DeUhan, and Abiram destroyed, 

A ND Moses said unto Korah, Be thou and all thy company 
before tlie Lord^ thou, and they, and Aaron, to morrow: 

17 And take every man his censer, and put incense in them, 
and bring ye before the Lord every man his censer, two hun- 
dred and fifty censers ; thou also, and Aaron, each of you his 
censer. 

18 And they took every man his censer, and put fire in 
them, and laid incense thereon, and stood in the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation with Moses and Aaron. 

19 And Korah gathered all the congregation against them 
unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation : and the 
glory of the Lord appeared unto all the congregation. 

20 And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 

21 Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that 
I may consume them in a moment. 

22 And they fell upon their faces, and said, O God, the 
God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and wilt thou 
be wroth with all the congregation? 

28 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

24 Speak unto the congregation, saying, Get you up froui 
about the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. 

25 And Moses rose up, and went unto Dathan and Abiram; 
and the elders of Israel followed him. 

26 And he spake unto the congregation, saying. Depart, I 
pray you, from the tents of these wicked men, and touch 
nothing of theirs, lest yo be consum.^d in all their sins. 

27 So they gat up from the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, 
and Abiram on every side ; and Dathan and Abiram came out, 
and stood in the door of their tents, and their wives, and their 
sons, and their little children. 

28 And Moses said. Hereby ve shall know that the Lord 
hath sent me to do all these works ; for I have not done them 
of mine own mind. 

29 If these men die the common death of all men, or if 
they be visited after the visitation of all men ; then the Lord 
hatn not sent me. 

80 But if the Lord make a new thing, and the earth open 
her mouth, and swallow them up with all that appertain unto 
them, and they go down quick into the pit; then ye shall ' 
understand that these men have provoked the Lord. 

And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking 
all these words, that the ground clave asunder that wae under 
them; 

82 And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them 
m, and their hou^ and all the men that appertained unto 
Korah, and all their goods. 

88 They, and all that appertained to them, went down alive 
into the pit, and the ewra dosed upon them; and they 
perished from among the congregation. 

84 And all Israel that were round about them fled at the 
cry of them : for they said, Lest the earth swallow us up aleo. 


Rrflbctzoks Tn»oir Kuubsbs xvi. — Solemn sight — a human bdng 
I summoned to appear before a human — an earthly tribunal ! 0 how 
infinitely more solemn and affecting to bo summoned before ^e 
tribunal of the great Jehovali ! How distressing to be called before 
an earthly judge to be condemned ! but how awfully overwhelming 
to bo placed l^fore the Judge of the whole earth to hoar a iudg- 
mont pronounced that shall never be reversed ! It is formidable to 
encounter the wrath of earthly kings; but how infinitely hopeless it 
is to encounter the wrath of God, which is able in ono moment to 
consume hosts of enemies, the most numerous and powerM ! Moses 
mterposed in behalf of guilty Israel : without his prompt, soason- 
able, and effectud mediation, that guilty, murmuring nation would 
have been instunUy consumed, and &eir name and memorial for ever 
blotted out :^m the face of the earth. He interposed, and they 
were saved. If Jesus had not interposed for us, if he hod not 
entered into our room, and placed himself in our stead, our race 
had now been living under tho dark cloud of tho Divino displeasure, 
and doomed, liko fidlen angels, to chains of everlasting darkness. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, thou art our sovereign Proprietor. As 
the potter has power over the clay, so thou hast power 
over us. Thou hast an inalienable and undisputed right to 
do with us and all thy creatures what seemeth good in thy 
sight : none can stay thy hand, or say unto thee, What doest 
tliou ? If all the angels in heaven, and all the generations of 
men, were to rise up in rebellion against thee at one time, 
thou art able with as great ease to destroy them all, and 
et( 5 rnally crush their power, as thou art to destroy a moth. 
Wc acknowledge thy property in us as our Creator. Thou 
madest us, and not we ourselves. We acknowledpo thy pro- 
perty in us as our providential Father. Thou givest to us, 
and to all thy creatures, life and breath and all things. Holy 
and Divino Spirit, may we claim in God a still more endear- 
ing relation, as our Father in Christ, os our redeeming God. 

We rejoice to think, O Lord, that, by the unmerited con- 
tinuance of thy providential kindness, we have been preserved 
and comforted during the past night, and that we are now 
engaged as a family in presenting our morning-sacrifice before 
the presence of thy Divine majesty, wliich thou wilt graciously 
accept, thi'ough the merits of a Saviouri s death. 

Wc commit ourselves, our persons, our temporal pursuits, 
and our all, this day, to thy care. May we bo d^gent in busi- 
ness, at the same time remembering that the kingdom of God 
and its righteousness are incomparably more dicsirable and 
important than all the objects and comforts of the present lifo. 

O Lord, we adore thee in thy holiness, justice, and tnith, 
so awfully displayed in the account we have now read of tho 
destruction of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. May we see in 
their sin, and in their punishment, that it is no slight thing 
to interfere with thy sacred institutions, and to oppose thy 
commissioned servants, whether civil or religious, in the dis- 
charge of their important duties. 

Merciful Father, we earnestly pray for the sanctity of the 
sacred priesthood. Send forth faithful labourers into thy 
vineyard. Let all who bear the name of ministers breathe 
the spirit of Jesus. 

May our minds as a family be duly impressed with the 
sudden and awfiil destruction of those who rose up rebcU 
liously to arraign the servants of the Lord. 

May our dear children and domeetice be afraid to offend 
God, May the miseries qf hell deter them from a life of im- 
penitence and rebellion. 0 may they consid^ how awful it 
is to fall unprepared into the hands of the living God. 

We entreat the grace and guidance of God this week. In 
all our actions may we show the influence of the Gospel to 
which we listened on the past Sabbath. We have been 
hearers, O make us doers of the Word. All we a«k in lor 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
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»|(^HTEENTH WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


EUNTS IN THE UAND OF CHRIST. 

JBwkmgXam, Smdgate* Oavnaboro*, Oharleaiovm, e> E* 

1 as the earth thy Gospel stands, 

My Lord, my hope, my tnist ; 

If 1 am found in Josns’ hands, 

My soul can ne’er be lost 
3 His honour is engaged to savb 
The meanest of w i^eep, 

All that his heavenly Father gave 
His hands seonrely keep. 

' B Hor death nor hell shall e’er removo 
His favourites £x>m his breast ; 

In the dear bosom of his love 
They must for ever rest. 

JGHNX : 

CM$t the Shepherd. 

I AM the good sheplierd^ and know my sheq), and am ki^oivn 
of mine. _ _ ' ^ 

16 As the Father knpweth me/ even so know I Father: 
and I lay down mvjUjfe for tHe she^^ ^ ' 

16 And other s^p I hkve, which ate>6t;of this fold 
also 1 must bKng, and they shall hear my Voio^; and there 
shall be one fold, one shepherd. . ' 

17 Therefore doth my' Phther lofve me, because ‘I lay down 
my life, that I might tsM it again. 

18 No man t^etfa it 'from nie, but I lay it down of mvEclfi 
I have power tO' lay it doWn, aiid I have power to take it"., 
again. This odzUmandlnent liaVe I 'fdeeived Of my Fathcj, 'Jv 
19 Tlicro was a division thei^re^a^n among 'th4^*Jei^ 
for these saying! . 

20 And many^of ^ He ha& a devil, and is mfid; 

why hear ye hlin!? " \ ‘ 

21 Others 8idd, 'Th6liO axe not the worefe pf him that ‘hath a 
devil. Can a detmPhOn'thiB of the blind? ' ; ' ' 

22 And it w^^At Je#ua»teA the feast of tlie dediOdtibn, and 
it was winter. ^ ^ r ■ ' ' 

23 And Jestm wall^ In the temple ‘in Solortiorfs-pbrch. 

24 Then came* the^Jcw^s jpimd about Kim, and spiid unto 
him, IIow long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the 
Christ, tell us plainly. " ' ' 

25 Jesus answered thein, I told you, arid ye befi^ed not: 
the works that ft do Su iriy P^tiheFs name, they tear wStriese 
of me. ■ . , ’ ’ : 

26 But ye beli^ Ubt; bocatise yb.are not of my sheeps ^ I 
said unto you, " . * ' ; ^ 

, 27 My she^ tear Ay voice, dnd I knew tb^m, and they 
follow me: ; , , ' / , 

28 And I gbre nfitd ttexri eternal life| and dl^ 'uevei? 

perish, neither Say ipm phi<^' thraLout ofmy liaiid.' ^ 
29 My Father# irtifeh | 5 *ive‘ t/iewi Ac, is greater than ally 
and no ?nan is able to phmk out of Ay Father^s hand.. ' 
30 I and my FistheT aje Oiki* , ! V 

IlBFi^cTroNB imK x!---€hrigt?^ Imow-led^ of ^s pecqfle is 
most minute, pej^peU Ipviji^gj.aiiAararapjriato, HakaowB.Jria,pe«pla 
as his; tliey.knoW hlin*a8 theiw.* His love is of ..the most extiraor: 
dinary description. It is unmerited, without limits, intense,* immu- 
table, and eternal. It is, besides, manifested by the most marvellous 
and peculiar acts. It shines in his inoamdtion, in his nativity, in 
his obedience, in his suflPeringe, in every drop of blood ho shed, and 
in his death. He laid down his life for his sheep. Here, then, is 
love which has no parallel in the universe of God, and shall continue 
vmparalleled for ever and ever. Enmity against Ohrist is the greatest 
rin, sinks the soul into the lowest depths of infamy, exposes to the 
vials of Divine wrath, and is the harbinger of perdition. They who 
are in a state of nature ore in a state of spiritual insanity. One of 
the greatest dispIayB of thoii insanity is this — ^they oonsUbr true 
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religion, which is the greatest wisdom, to be the greatest folly. 
Dnder this delusion they live# and if mercy do nut graoiotisly pre- 
vent under this delusion they die. Let me caareftilljr examine mys^ 
whether I am one of the sheep of Christ’s flock. Do 1 know Christ 
theShepherd? Dollovehim? Do I follow him? Dolreoognixe 
his voice in the G^el preached? If so, I am an heir of eternal 
life, none shall ever plucx me out of ny Saviour’s hand, and I shall 
be conducted at last to the celestial foloiB above. 

PRAYER. 

B lessed Jesus, we admre thee as the Father’s ec^ual. 

Thou art equal in nature, in excellence, in prerogatives, 
in glory, and in blessedness. Thou hast said, I and my 
Father are one. We adore thee as the omniscient God. 
Thou knowest all the sheep of thy flock scattered over the 
face of the earth. ’Thou knowest all their names, all their 
cireumstances, all their infirmities, and all their enemies, 
^e rejoice in that Divine and infinite love thou hast mani- 
fested.to thy flock. For them tteu didst take i^n thee their 
nature. Behold how thou ha«t loybi them I For them thou 
idst willingly lay down thy precious Ufo— a life more valuable 
than the lives of all the angels Wlio wofcship before the heavenly 
throne.* Behold how thou hast loved f hem I Behold, what 
maimer of loveds this ! 

I^rd. ^us^ idke qur 4sar\cJ$il^l^ and make them lambs 
of thy flacky and let under the dominion 

qf the god if this world, y)hei iiSiJikika roaring lion, seeking 
whom ne ^u .depqm^ , . . f : • 1 .1: . 

Make ail tne mempara.qf. obr^i^fl^ members of the flock 
of Cl^t. May we; be led in the green 

pastures ot gospe^-qrdioanoea^ the quiet and peaceful 

wat^ of ^ospdi-comfort. . C^vince us that, if we have a 
delight in fre^ientmg;tte;gib^,P^t^ of thine ordinances, 
it IS a plming evidence t|iat wb belong to thy flock. Let 
none of us condude that we ar^ Igiyii^ connected with Jesus 
the Divine Shepherd#, ui^ess wbi^ love and believe 

* and obey th^ vbfec of; i^; his Word. If there are any 
of us who. do not helphg to may wo be introduced 

now,* an^ live ho we loving care and tlic 

dii^hty proteotioh of J^us ;thq Di^e Shepherd. 

. We pmise 0 Re(^mer, that thou hast given 

the most' m^eycAs msplay of thf .lovo to tliy flock. Thou 
Hast said, ,a;hd donp what thou hast said : I lay down my life 
for the shec^i Trhlj, th9u^ wast cut ofiF out of the land of the 
living, and wast stricken for the- taransgression of thy people. 
Evei;y day may we remember "thy deaw, as the only founda- 
fion of our eternal hoj^. M us, in thy due time, be 

enabled -to .remember the. dj^th m Jfsus at the sacramental 
tablc^ 'May we be iai^i id fendsif a loving and believing 
obedience to bur Sav^iours Jest and dying command: Do this 
in ;reinemT[>r«ace of 

/ Have the fearful and the 

feeble members' brthy flock. 0atW the lambs with thine 

lead those which 

with younger .C(mvinte.£hy people, that they are 

fsiipfounded ^ the eyerlut^ of redeeming love, and 
^eibfore 'that thbur wbcHe^ni:^. are without foundation. 
May these ypifes afford .hjiost animating encourage- 

ment: I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never 
perish ; and none is able to pluck them out oi my Father’s 
hand. 

Have mercy on aged travellers, and enable them to mnu 
with vigorous faith, Thy rod and staff, they comfort me; ana 


we shall dwell in the house of the Loid for ever. 

Forgive the sins and bless the engagements of the day. 
And may we lie down to rest, beUeving that we are under the 
care of the good Shepherd. AU we ask is fhr Jesus’ sake# 
onr Surety, Saviour# and Lord, Amen. 





EIGHTEENTH WEEK.— TUESDAY MOKNING. 


OBATH. 

CkoMSU Onm jETome. Zotufen. o. h. 

1 f with his dread oommiasion sealedi 

Now hasteas to his arms ; 
la Awfiil state he takes the deld, 

And sounds his dire alarms. 

2 Attendant pla^^es around him stand, 

And wait his dread oommand ; 

And pains and d^g groans obey 
The signal of. his Imd. 

8 Look up, ye heirs of endless joy, 

Nor let your fears prevail ; 

Eternal life is your reward. 

When life on earth shall fail. Ltcuca. 

numberFx^ 

Atonement. 

A ND Moses said unto Aaron, Take a censer, and put fire 
therein from off the altar, and put on incense, and go 
quiekly unto the congregation, and make an atonement for 
them ; for there is wrath gone out from the Lord ; the plague 
is begun. 

47 And Aaron took as Moses commanded, and ran into the 
midst of the congregation ; and, behold, the plague was begun 
among the people : and he put on incense, and made an atone- 
ment for the people. 

48 And he stood between the dead and the living; and the 
plague was stayed. 

49 Now they that died in the plague were fourteen thousand 
and seven hundred, besides them that died about the matter of 
Korah. 

50 And Aaron returned unto Moses unto the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation ; and the plague was stayed. 

NUMBERS XVII. 

Aar(m*fi JUd budding. 

A ND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

2 Speak imto the children of Israel, and take of every 
one of them a rod according to the house of their fathers ; of 
all their princes according to the house of their fathers, twelve 
rods : write thou every man's name upon his rod. 

8 And thou shalt write Aaron's name upon the rod of Levi : 
for one rod shall be for the head of the house of tlieir fathers. 

4 And thou shalt lay them up in the tabernacle of the 
congregation before the testimony, where 1 will meet with you. 

6 And it shall come to pass, that the man's rod, whom I shall 
choose, shall blossom : and I will make to cease &om me the 
murmurings of the children of Israel, whereby they murmur 
against you. 

6 And Moses spake unto the children of Israel ; and every 
one of their princes gave him a rod apiece, for each prince 
one, according to their fathers' houses, even twelve rods : and 
the rod of Aaron was among their rods. 

7 And Moses laid up the rods before the Lord in the taber- 
nacle of witness. 

8 And it came to pass that on the morrow Moses went into 
the tabernacle of witness ; and, behold, the rod of Aaron for 
the house of Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and 
bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds. 

9 And Moses brought out all the rods from before the Lord 
unto all the children of Israel : aud they looked, and took 
erery man his rod. 

10 And the Lord said unto Moses, Bring Aaron's rod 
again before the testimony, to be kept for a token against the 
rebels ; and thou dialt quite take away their murmurings from 
me, that th^ die not. 

11 And Mdies did so; as the Loan commanded him, so 
did he. 

‘ 12 ^nd the children of Israel spake unto Moses, saying, 
Behdd we diq, we perish^ we all perish* I 


18 Whosoever cometh any thing near unto the tabernacle 
of the Lord shall die : shall we be consumed with dying? 

Eeflbotiojts uroB Nuioirbs xvi., xvii.~-Nothing can preserve us 
from the merited wrath of an offended God but the atonement of 
Christ. Our Mediator saw our ^cadful case, that wo. were exposed 
by sin to the burning fire of Divine wrath, and that wo were abso- 
lutely helpless, and could do nothing for our deliverance. He came 
from heaven to earth for our relief: lie lame readily: he came on 
the wings of love : he came leaping upon tho mountains and skipping 
over all tho hills of the most formidable difficulty : he stood in the 
broach : he made atonement by his death, and thus preserved the 
objects of his love from tho wrath of an offended God. In a special ' 
manner God showed that Aaron was his chosen servant, and at the 
last day God will wonderfully acknowledge his people before an 
assembled universe. 

PRAYER. 

"DLESSED Lord God, we desire in the language of inspira- 
tion to supplicate the assistance of the Holy Spirit, while 
we approach the throne of grace : Awake, O north wind, and 
come, thou south; blow upon our garden, tliat tlie spices 
thereof may flow out. We adore thee, O Lord, as the fountain 
of all being, and as the source of all happiness. All earthly 
sources of enjoyment compared with thcc, thou rodeomiiig 
God, are cisterns, broken cisterns, which can hold no water. 
May we ever by faith draw nearer and nearer to thee through 
Christ; then shall we find the stream of enjoyment more 
delicious and pure. With thee alone is the fountain of life : 
in thy light may we see light. May the object of our hope 
he to dwell with thcc for ever. O give us some foretaste of 
that unspcakal}le delight. As a family may we have good 
grounds to comfort ourselves with these words: We shall be 
for ever with tho Lord. 

We praise thee, O God of providence and grace, for con- 
tinuing our lives during the past night, and that we are per- 
mitted to enjoy the comforts of domestic worship this moniiug, 
under our own vine and our own fig-tree, and none to make ua 
afraid. May the reason thou art continuing with us, and the 
health thou art preserving, be devoted wholly and const^mtly 
to thy service and glory. 

May the displays of thy vengeance, of which we have read 
in thy holy Word, make us afraid to sin against the righteous 
Jehovah. Suffer us not to live in a state of enmify against 
thcc. May wo be reconciled to God by the death of his son. 
We would look upon deliverance from the enmity of our 
hearts as the chief of aU blessings. We look to the Holy 
Spirit for this heavenly and Divine graoc. O shed abroad the 
Father's love, apply to our souls the efficacy of Christ's redeem- 
ing blood ; may our guilt be for ever removed, and may we at 
last be brought home to tho abodes of purity and bliss. 

May we consider Aaron standing between the living and the 
dead as a lively type of Jesus our great high-priest, who stood 
between offended God and offending man ; who made atone- 
ment by bis suffering; and who thus stayed the plague of 
Jehovah's wrath, which otherwise would have swept the whole 
of Adam’s race into the lowest hell. We rejoice, O Jesus, 
that the continued efficacy of thy atonement is like a hvdding 
rod, that its verdure shall never be destroyed, and that the 
glorious and delicious fruits of spiritual enjoyment shall be 
produced through an endless eternity. 

May our aged friends resemble the budding rod of Aaron ; 
may they brin^ forth fruit in old age ; and when they die, may 
they be fully npe, and thus prepared for the garner above. 

And may owr dear children and domestics brinaferth, not the 
corrupted fruits of sin, but the precious fruits of righteousness. 

l?hrougn Jesus, our Divine high-priest, we humbly ask the 
answer of our prayers. And unto the Father, Son, aud Spirit 
be all the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


EIGHTEENTH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


BXSIEINO TO LOVE CHRIST. 
iStNnorus. SUudey. Lebanfm. Mannhiff, 

1 OME, let mo lore ! or is my mind 
^ Hardened to stone, or froze to ice } 

I see the blessed fair one bend, 

And stoop to embrace me from the skies. 

2 0 ! 'tis a thought would melt a rook, 

And make a heart of iron move. 

That those sweet lips, that heavenly look, 
Should seek and wish a mortal love ! 

d 1 was a traitor doomed to Ere, 

Bound to sustain eternal pains ; 

He flew on wings of strong desire. 
Assumed my guilt, and took my chains ! 


JOHN X. 

Oppoaition to Clu'int, 

rpHEN the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 

-■" 32 Jesus answered them. Many good works liave I 
shewed you from my Father ; for which of those works do ye 
stone me? 

33 The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we 
stone thee not ; but for blasphemy ; and because that thou, 
being a man, makest thyself God. 

34 Jesus answered them. Is it not written in your law, I 
said, Yo are gods ? 

35 If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God 
came, and the scripture cannot be broken; 

36 Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and 
sent into the world. Thou blasphemest : because I said, 1 am 
the Son of God? 

37 If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. 

38 But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the 
works : that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in 
me, and 1 in him. 

39 Therefore they sought again to take him : but he escaped 
out of their hand, 

40 And went away ^ain beyond Jordan, into the place 
where John at first baptized; and there he abode. 

41 And many resorted unto him, and said, John did no 
muRclcs I but all things that John spake of tliis man were 
true. 

42 And many believed on him there. 

JOHN XI. 

Lazarus^ Mary^ and Martha., 

ATOW a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, 
the town of Mary and her sister Martha. 

2 (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with oint- 
ment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus 
M'as siek.) 

3 Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold 

he whom thou lovest is sick. ’ 

4 When Jesus heard that, he said. This sickness is not unto 

death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be 
glorified thereby. “ 

I 5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. 

6 When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode 
two days still in the same place where he was. 

Bbtlicoiioks upon John x., xi. — How amazing the depravity, 
malevolent, ^ preju^ce of the Jews, in showing such detemin^ 
opposition to Jesus, the Son of God and the Saviour of men ! Thev 
were nnabk to refhto his reasoning, and could only rraly to hu 
aigummts by casting stones at him. They rewarded his sayings of 
miinitable wisdom by blasphemy, and his works of beneyolmoe and 
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mercy by attempts to destroy his life. And ia there no enmity in my 
heart against Gws anointed Son ? Let the doHc deeds of the un- 
believing Jews lead me to review my own heart, apd, see tiie oornip- 
tions which require to be destroyed, the vile passiona which need to 
be subdued, ana the vile pollutions which ought to be washed away. 
Happy shall I be if I resort to Jesus in his courts, and believe on 
him tnere ! Though Divine grace does not exempt the objects of 
Christ’s love from afflictions here below, it secures and sanotmes all 
affliction. It is in the time of affliction Christ’s sympathy, help, 
and fellowship arc peouUarly enjoyed. He is the frue friend and 
comforter of the sorrowful. 

PRAYEE. 

T^E desire, O Lord, with gratitude and love, at the close 
of another day, to adore thee as the Father of lights. 
Compared with the splendour of thine uncreated light, aU the 
glory of the universe is darkness. Thy benevolence and mercy 
arc as wonderful as thy majesty. Thou art the giver of every 
good and perfect gift ; and, in thy gracious sovereignty, thou 
dost bestow thy gifts upon the most unworthy and guilty. To 
thee we look for all the blessings we need for our bodies, 
which shall soon return to the dust from whence they came : 
but more especially we lift up our eyes to thee for those bless* 
ings which respect our souls, on which thou hast fixed the 
impress of immortality. 

We wish with grateful hearts to magnify thy name, that we 
have been comforted this day with streams of mercy flowing 
from the fountain of thy goodness. May the sins of oui 
thoughts, our words, and our actions be forgiven. By faith 
may we daily look to the righteousness of Clirist alone as the 
foundation of our acceptance and pardon ; and by faith may 
we daily look to the Holy Spirit, to wash away the filth wliich 
daily contaminates our minds and defiles our actions. 

This night may we lie down upon our beds enriched with 
the enjoyment of God’s smiles. May we retire to rest believ- 
ing that God is ours and that we arc his. 

We thank thee, O God, for the everlasting Gospel. Prevent 
us from resembling the Jews, in being hardened under a 
preached Gospel. Under the droppings of the Word of life 
publicly dispensed, may our understandings be enlightened, 
our judgments convinced, our wills subdued, our hearts sof- 
tened, and our affections purified. We would mourn over the 
opposition which now exists against the Gospel of Christ. 
Convince those who are the professed enemies of Jesus, that 
their opposition is most unreasonable and most impious. Take 
away our enmity, almighty Saviour, and may we Mieve that 
thou art indeed the Son of God, that thou art in the Father, 
and that the Father is in thee. * 

We rejoice, dear Saviour, that though many in the days of 
thy humbled humanity would not believe thy report, yet at 
the same time many believed on thee, to the salvation of their 
souls. May all the members of our family, and all with whom 
we are united in the ties of church-fellowship, beUeve in thee. 

Bless to us what we have now read of Mai^s love. We 
cannot, like her, anoint thy he^, 0 Jesus, with ointment • 
but, like her, may we love thee with an ardent and superlative 
affection. O give us that love to thee which will reconcile our 
minds to all the affictive events of providence, and which will 
assuage our sufferings on the bed of sickness. Give m the 
pleasing evidence that we are beloved of thee; then on the 
^d of l^uishing we shall look on all our afflictions as 
blessings in disguise. 

Teach our dear chUdrea to reaemble Mary, May the fire of 
Dmne me bum in their boeom; and may their youthfid 
ardour be dign^d by an exalted admiration of ChriO. 

Mercifully zanctify alUom afflictions j and may ue be 
to lay up treaeures of patience, experience, and far the 
•ake of Jenu, our Advocate and Saviour. A 
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▲ SIGHT OF OOD. 

Hwpoti. Admiratim. Chard. Maion. u n. 

T I P to the fields where angels lie, 

^ And living waters gently roll, 

Fain would my thoughts leap out and fly, 

But sin hangs heavy on my soul. 

Thy wondrous blood, dear dying Christ, 

Con make this load of guilt remove ; 

And thou const bear me where thou flieat, 

On thy kind wings, celestial Dove ! 

3 0 might I once mount up and see 
The glories of the eternal skies, 

What little things these worlds would be ! 

How despicable to my eyes ! 

Wa™,41,A//. 

NUMBERS XX. 

Afurmvrings of Israel. 

rpHEN came the children of Israel, even the whole congre- 
gation, into the desert of Zin in the first month : and the 
people abcxle in Kadesh : and Miriam died there, and was 
buried there. 

2 And there was no water for tlie congregation : and they 
gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron. 

8 And the people chodc with Moses, and spake, saying. 
Would God that we had died when our brethren died before 
the Lord ! 

4 And why have ye brought up the congregation of the 
Lord into this wilderness, that we and our cattle should die 
there ? 

6 And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, 
to bring us unto this evil place ? it is no place of seed, or of 
figs, or of wines, or of pomegranates ; neither is there any 
water to drink. 

6 And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the 
assembly unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and they fell upon their faces : and the glory of the Lord 
appeared unto them. 

7 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

8 Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou 
and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their 
eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou slialt bring 
forth to them water out of the rock : so thou shalt give the 
congregation and their beasts drink. 

9 And Moses took the rod from before the Loud, os he 
commanded him. 

10 And Moses and Aaron gathei^ the congregation to- 
gether before the rock, and he said unto them. Hear now, ye 
rebels ; ‘ must wc fetch you water out of this rock ? 

11 And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he 
smote the rock twice : and the water came out abundantly, 
and the congregation drank, and their beasts also. 

14 And Moses sent messengers from Kadesh unto the 
king of Edom, Thus saith thy brother Israel, Thou knowest 
all the travail that Hath befallen us : 

17 Let us pass, I pray thee, through thy country : we will 
not pass through the fields, or through the vineyards, neither 
will we drink of the water of the wells : wc will go by the 
king’s hiah way, we will not turn tc the right hand nor to the 
left, until we have passed thy borders. 

18 And Edom said unto him. Thou' shalt nqt pass , by me, 
lest 1 ootne out against thee with the sword. 

21 Hius Edom refused to give Israel passage through his 
border : wherefore Israel turned away from him. 

22 And the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, 
journeyed bom Kadesh, and came unto Mount Hor. 

BxFtaonoira trmr Kvicbxbs xx.-— W hat a blessed change is death 
to tbsbeUever! It is a zmovalfiroxn the wilderness to the paradise — 
ftom a scene of toil, tenq^tation, and conflict, to a world of rest, 


parity, and peace ! What a prominent place Miriam occupied in the 
histo^ of the Old Testament church. A comparative child, wo see 
hor with her mother Jochebed, watching her infant brother Moses 
floating in his little ark upon the waters of the Kile ; after the lapse 
of forty years, we behold her on the shores of the Rod Sea, loading 
in loud and rapturous ohorus tlie triumphant song, composed under 
the direction of the Holy Spirit, to commemorate the destruction of 
Pharaoh and his host ; now, in the midit of the Arabian desert, we 
witness her removal from the vicissitudes of earth to the perfect and 
undisturbed blessedness of heaveil. Are we drinking of the Kook 
Christ } Then we also shall obtain an entrance into the heavenly 


mansions. 


PRAYER. 

O LORD, thou art the hearer of prayer, and the only object 
of religious devotion. Thou art the almighty and most 
glorious Jehovah, whom we adore as the God of nature who 
created the vast universe, the God of providence presiding 
over all creatures and events, and the God of redemption who 
has provided salvation for our ruined race. As all creatures 
have received from thee their being, so on thee they constantly 
depend. With the deepest humility wc would lay ourselves 
at thy feet, confessing our sinfulness, and therefore unworthi- 
ness of being admitted into thy presence. At the same time we 
acknowledge our constant dependence upon thee for all the tem- 
poral blessings necessary for the body, but above all for the con- 
tinuance of all those spiritual blessings which concern the soul. 

May the sins of Israel, their murmuring and rebellion, 
remind us of our transgressions. In our afflictions we have 
been very deficient in those graces of submission, patience, 
and dependence, so necessary in the day of suffering. We 
have not sufficiently seem the justice, the wisdom, and the 
goodness of God in the afflictions which have been dealt out 
to us by the hand of Providence. It is, therefore, our duty, 
with great humility, to confess that we are guilty creatures, 
and accordingly need thy pardoning mercy, which we earnestly 
implore ; and that we arc depmved and polluted sinners, and 
therefore need thy renewing and sanctif^ng grace, which we 
would humbly supplicate. 

O Lord, give us correct views of this world, and of the 
present life. Suffer us not to seek from the world what it 
cannot afford, or to expect from it what it cannot bestow. 
May we ever look upon the wilderness through which the 
Israelites passed, as a true emblem of the present world and 
the present life. Truly, O Jesus, from thee alone flow those 
streams of blessings and of comfort which satisfy the soul 
and cheer the heart in the wilderness of human life. Ever 
may we remember and believe that thou art the great Rock 
of our salvation, which was smitten by the rod of Jehovah’s 
wrath. As the Israelites must have perished in the desert, 
unless water had been brought from the smitten rock, may 
we see that, unless Jesus had been smitten by the rod of 
Divine justice, the whole human race must have come short 
of heaven. Jesus, thou strong deliverer, be our constant 
shield, to defend us from all our foes. 

May we, and all our friends, and aged pilmms bending down 
under the infirmities of years, drink abundantly of the waters 
of salvation which flow from the Rock Christ, and at last reach 
the heavenly Canaan, where there are rivers of pleasures for 
evermore. 

As Moses was kept out of the earthly Canaan for sinful 
anger at Meribah, may our dear children be preserved from 
those sinful passions which shut the door of heaven. 

We thank our God for the nreserving and comforting mercy 
of the past night. Assist ana bless us in all the business and 
duties of the day. Daily may we drink the waters which flow 
from Christ, the Divine fountain. 

Mercifully accept our morning sacrifice, for Josos cur 
Redeemer’s sake. Amen 
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J}£81BIN0 TO DBFABTj AND TO BB WITH CUBIST. 

New Sngkmd. JkUveramce* BrameoeUi, Periugid, i*. N. 

1 ll^HILE on the yergo of life I standi 
’ ^ And view the scene on either hand 

My spirit struggles with my clay, 

And longs to wing its flight away. 

2 Where Jesus dwells my soul would bo, 

And faints my much-loved Lord to see ; 

Eurtli, twine no more about my heart! 

For *tiB far better to depart. 

3 Como, ye angelic envoys ! come, 

And lead the willing pilgrim home ! 

Ye know the way to Jesus* throne, 

Source of my joys and of your own. 

4 That blissful inhirview, how sweet! 

* 1*0 full transported at his feet ! 

Ihii8(3d in liis arms, to view his face. 

Through the full beamings of his grace. 

6 As with a seraph’s voice to sing ! 

To fly as on a cherub’s wing ! 

Performing with unwearied hands 
The present Saviour’s liigh commands. 

OODDniDOlC. 

JOHN XI. 

Death of Lazanu, 

^HEN after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into 
Judaea again. 

8 His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late 
sought to stone thee ; and goest thou thither again ? 

9 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours intlie day? 
If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he 
seeth the light of this world. 

10 But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because 
there is no light in him. 

- 11 These things said he : and after that he saith unto them, 
Our friend Lazareth sleepeth ; but I go, that I may awake him 
out of sleep. 

12 Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep he shall do well. 

13 Howbeit Jesus spake of his death : but they thought that 
he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. 

14 Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 

15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to 
the intent ye may believe : nevertheless let us go unto him. 

16 Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his 
fellow-disciples, Let us also go, that we may die with him. 

17 Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the 
grave four days already. 

18 Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen 
furlongs off : 

19 And many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to 

comfort them concerning their brother. I 

20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was 
coming, went and met him ; but Mary sat still in the house. 

21 ITien said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been 
here, my brother had not died. 

22 But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of 
God, God will give it thee. “ 

23 Jesus saith unto her. Thy brother shall rise again. 

24 Martha saith unto him, 1 know that he shall rise again 
in the resurrection at the last day. 

25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection and the life: 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live. 

Bmsonoirs ttpok Jouk xi. — T he journeys of our Lord were 
numerous, accompanied with much labour, toil, and danger; and 
benevolence and mercy were the irresistible motives by which he 
was constantly influenced. His life was a life of privation and 
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suffering, and it was pre-eminently a iim of compassion and Icfb. 
How d^ightfhlly the death of beUevm is xej^resented as a sls^ as 
falling aslssp in Jesus! From this deep il^y diall certainly awake 
in the morning of the resurrection : inoonceivably great will he their 
joy, when they shall awake in the Divine likeness amidst the melo- 
dious songs of angels. Daily we should oon^plate the event of 
death. The time is fast approaching when it will bc said of each 
one of us, what was said of Lazarus, *'He is dead!'' or, '*She is 
dead!" Then may our survivors have reason to say relating us, 
** Their bodies have fallen asleep in Jesus, and their souls have awoke 
amid tho glories of immortality." How may we see by Mih that 
death hath lost its sting. 

PllAYER. 

O LORD our God, thou art a gr^t God and a great King, 
above all gods. The earth is thine and the fulness 
thereof: the world, and all that dwell therein. We are thine, 
for thou madest us, and it is to thee we constantly look for the 
continuance of life and all those enjoyments which sweeten 
our existence here below. At the close of another day we 
assemble in thy presence before we retire to rest, and we would 
humbly and gratefully acknowledge our dependence upon thee, 
and the deep and sacred obligations under which we are placed 
to surrender to thee our adoration, love, and praise. 

We present to thee, our God, the tribute of our thanks- 
giving, for the safety and comforts of this day. Every bless- 
ing proclaims thy goodness. Thy former kindness encourages 
us to rely on thcc for future mercies, and to commit ourselves, 
and all in whom we arc interested, to thy future care. 

We desire to rest secure this night under the.shadow of thy 
wings. Suffer us not to be afraid for the terror by night, nor 
the arrow that flieth by day. 

Let all the members of this family be members of the 
family of Christ, whose names are written in heaven. May 
the heads of the family •derive every necessary grace from 
Christ the head of the Church ; and may they exhibit that 
* holy example which will bc an illustration of the truth and 
power of thy holy Gospel. 

JVe earnestly pray for the salvation of our dear children, 
0 make them lambs in thy flock, and at death may they he 
conveyed to the green pastures of heaven. 

W e adore thee, O Lord, in all the afflictions which befall thy 
saints. We rejoice that though they are not exempted from 
affliction, yet their afflictions are no evidence of thy hatred, 
but rather of thy love. May thy suffering children derive 
unspeakable consolation from' the words of eternal truth: 
Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and seourgeth every 
son whom he receiveth. Give them and give us grace to. look 
beyond the present vale of tears, to look beyond the present 
clouds of sorrow which darken our sky, and in the exercise of 
a lively faith to behold the transcendent glories of the celestial 
land. 

Sanctify to us, O Lord, the death of pious friends. May we 
think of the spotless purity with which they are adorned, and 
be comforted. May we think that all their sorrows are for 
ever terminated, and that they are now inheriting the sweet 
delights of a paradise from which sin is for ever excluded, and 
may we be comforted. 

When we think of the grave in which the ashes of our 
departed relatives are fast asleep, may we remember that Jesus 
is the resurrection and the life. When we think of the grave 
in which our own bodies shall be shut up in darkness, may we 
remember that Jesus is the resurrection and the life. 0 may 
we l^eve in thee, immortal and Divine Saviour ; then sha& 
we live for ever in the heavenly regions, and never die. 

Hear our payers, and save our souls, for the sake of Jesus : 
to whom, with the Father and Holy Spirit, wo ascribe the 
kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever. Amen* ^ 


BIGHTBENTH WEEK,— THURSDAY MORNING. 


JS8UB ALL«8UFFIOI]5NT. 

WMmAhhtif* JSmmvwkk Sjpngy$. Wtmktgi. o.il 

1 TflS m8«t6r taken Im 

Elisha saw him go ; 

And in desponding accents said, 

Ah, what must Israel do ! 

2 But he foig;ot the Lord who lifts 

The beggar to a throne ; 

Nor knew, that all Elijah’s gifts 
Were soon to bo his own. 

8 What ! when a Paul has run iiis course, 

Or when Apollos dies, 

Is Israel left without resource. 

And have we no supplies } 

4 Yob, while tho dear lledeemer lives. 

We have a boundless store, 

And shall be fed with what he gives, 

Who lives for evermore. 

CotLTRR, 288. 

NUMBERS XX. 

Death of Aaron, 

A nd the Loan spake unto Moses and Aaron in mount Hor, 
by the coast of the land of Edom, saying, 

34 Aaron shall be gathered unto his people : for he sliall 
not enter into the land which I have given unto the children 
of Israel, because ye rebelled against my word at the water of 
Meribah. 

25 Take Aaron and Eleazaa* liis son, and bring them up 
unto mount Hor : 

26 And strip Aaron of his garments, and put them upon 
Eleazar his son : and Aaron shall be gathered unto his people, 
and shall die there. 

27 And Moses did as the Lord commanded : and they went 
up into mount Hor in the sight of all the congregation. 

28 And Moses stripped Aaron of liis garments, and put them 
upon Eleazar his son ; and Aaron died there in the top of the 
mount : and Moses and Eleazar came down from the mount. 

29 And when all the congregation saw that Aaron was 
dead, they mourned for Aaron thirty days, even all the house 
of Israel. 

NUMBERS XXI. 

Draten Serpent. 

\ ND when king Arad tho Canaanite, which dwelt in the 
south, heard tell that Israel came by the way of the spies; 
then he fought against Israel, and took some of tliem prisoners. 

2 And Israel vowed a vow unto the Loan, and said, If thou 
wilt indeed deliver this people into my hand, then I will 
utterly destroy their cities. 

8 And the Lord hearkened to the voice of Israel, and 
delivered up the Canaanites ; and they utterly destroyed them 
and their cities ; and he called the name of the place Hormah. 

4 And they journeyed from mount Hor by tlie way of the 
Bed Sea, to compass the laud of Edom : and the soul of the 
people was much discouraged becaiisc of the way. 

5 And the people spake against God, and against Moses, 
Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness ? for there is no bread, neither is there any water ; 
and our soul ioatheth this light bread. « 

6 And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and 
they bit the people ; and much people of Israel died. 

7 ^erefore tne people came to Moses, and said. We have 
sinned, tor we have spoken against the Lord, and against 
thee j pray unto the Lord, that he take away the serpents 
from us. And Moses prayed for the people. 

* 8 And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, 
.and set it upon a pole j and it shall come to pass, that every 
one iluit is mtten, when he looketh upon it^ shml live. 


Bjst jubotioks xrroir Nuicbkbs xx., xzi.-— L ike Moses may W6 enjoy 
dose and intimate fellowship with Qod. This fellowship brings down 
to earth the joys of heaven; this fellowship mitigates overy scoring 
and animates every grace; it reoonoilea us to tho death of pious 
relatives, and fills us with earnest desires to follow thorn to their 
heavenly home. Aaron’s death was accompanied with expressions 
of the Divine displeasure ; but this displeasure did not prevent his 
abundant entrance into the celestial city. Jesus our Surety died 
under a dark cloud of Divine ire, that all his followers might die 
in the enjoyment of the Divine favour and smiles. Aaron, im- 
mediately before his death, laid dowm his priestly robes ; Jesus, at 
his death, was stripped of his raiment, that his people might bo 
for ever arrayed in the costly robe of his righteousness. What n 
venomous serpent is sin ! it has stung every individual of Adam’s 
race. Qlory to God, Jesus is held up to heal the deadly wound ! 


PRAYER. 

T3LESSED Saviour, we adore thee in common with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, as the Creator and Lord of 
all. Glorious Jehovah, existing in all the sublime and incom- 
prehcnsible mysteries of the sacred Trinity, we adore thee as 
the wise and holy and gracious Governor of the universe. All 
thy rational creatures arc bound botli by duty and interest to 
give to thee worship, love, and obedience. We acknowledge 
that, as we were made by thee, we were made for thee. Teach 
ns to employ our eyes in glorifying thee, by beholding the 
display of thy power in tliy works, aud the manifestation Of 
thy grace in thy word. May our hands perform works of 
piety and benevohmee ; may onr ears hear the voice of mercy 
and salvation ; may our mouths proclaim thy praise ; and 
thus may wc glorify thee with our bodies, which are thine. 
May our understandings he enlightened with heavenly light, 
our wills be submissive and obedient to the commandments of 
God, and our affections warmed w ith Divine love ; then shall 
our souls be the temples of the Holy Ghost. May it be said 
to ns, what was said to tlie converted Corinthians: Ye are 
w^ashed, ye are sanctified, yc are justified in the name of the 
Lord J esus, and by the Spirit of your God. 

Wc thank thee, heavenly Father, that as a kind parent thou 
hast watched over us during the past niglit ; when we were 
fast asleep and unconsdous of our existence, the eye of thy 
guarding providence neither slumbered nor slept. 

May thy gracious providence defend us and provide for us, 
this day, every blessing necessary for the body that shall die, 
and for the soul that shall live for ever. Thou hast said that 
the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Lord, give 
us this fear ; then we shall be in the fear of the Lord all the 
day long. 

May the history of Aaron^s life, and the particulars of his 
death, produce on our minds solemnizing effects. Thou, O 
King of Zion, didst remarkably raise up and prepare thy 
servant to fill and exercise the loftiest and the most sacred 
office in the Jewish church. Wc praise thee that in him thy 
saints in ancient times saw a type of our Divine Jesus in his 
priestly office, who presented a sacrifice of himself, to make 
atonement for a ruined world ; aud who is now within tho 
vail, in the holy of holies, making intercession for all his people. 

Sanctify the death of pious, useful ministers. May their 
removal be blessed to tho people over whom they laboured in 
the Lord. 

Long spare the life of thy servant, placed over us as the 
ambas^or of Jesus Christ. May we and our dear children 
receive by faith the message be proclaims and at the last 
day may he have reason to say respecting us and a ^at mul« 
titude. Behold, I and the children whom God has given mo t 

Hear these our feeble nrayers, and graciously forjrive our 
sins, for Jesus^ sake. And to the Father, Son, and Spirit he 
ascriBed glory, honour, and praise, world without end. Am^m 
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EIGHTEENTH WEEK.— THUBSDAY IVININO. 


Christ’s compassion. 

JfmiUL OmpMl. Uiventcn, u bs. 

1 O 0 fair a face bedewed with tears ! 

What beauty e’en in grief appears ! 

Ho wept, he bled, ho died for you ; 

What more, ye saints, could Jesus do ^ 

2 Enthroned above, with equal glow, 

His warm affections downward flow ; 

In our distress he bears a port, 

And feels a sympathetic smart. 

3 Still his compassions are tho same, 

Ho knows tho frailty of our frame ; 

Our heaviest burden he sustains, 

Shares in our sorrows and our pains. 


JOHN XL 

Rttwreciion of LoMatms. 

A nd whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 
Believest thou this ? 

27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord : I believe that thou art 
the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world. 

28 And when she had so said, she went lier way, and called 
Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Master is come, and 
oalleth for thee. 

29 As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came 
unto him. 

80 Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but was in 
that place where Martha met him. 

81 The Jews then which were with her in the house, and 
comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily 
and went out, followed her, saying, She gocth unto the grave 
to weep there. 

82 Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw 
him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou 
hadst been here, my brother had not died. 

83 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews 
also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, 
and was troubled, 

84 And said. Where have ye laid him ? They said unto 
him. Lord, come and see. 

35 Jesus wept. 

36 Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him ! 

37 And some of them said, Could not this man, which 

r ed the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man 
Id not have died? 

38 Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the 
grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. 

89 Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister 
of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he 
ohangeth : fbr he hath been dead four days. 

40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou 
wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? 

41 Then they took away the stone /row the place where the 
dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, 

I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 

42 And I knew that thou hcarest me always : but because 
of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe 
that thou hast sent me. 

48 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with A loud 
voioe^ Lasarus, oome forth. 

44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot 
with gravedothes : and his face was bound about with a nap« 
kin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. 

45' Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had 
seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him. 

46 But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and 
told them what things Jesus had done. 


Ebplsotxons upon ,JoKir xi. — ^Noiie oan. eal ea lato the jnroM 
advantages and the fhtore oonsequences of fUih. Have we by M 
believed in Jesus as our Surety ? If so, we have obtained securif^ 
against the miseries of heU; wehaveobti^edalitletoth^ blesiediw 
of heaven. Has the Master called us by bis grace? Have we heard tl 
loving and effeotual voice of our beloved ? Then, at tho close of ^ 
our mortal life, we shall hear the sweet inviting voice of Jesus sayin 
to us, “Come up hither, and I will show you things to cornel 
How solemn and affecting the humanity of Christ weeping at tl 
grave of Lazarus, even though ho knew that in a few moments h 
would restore his putrefying corpse to life ! Yet when he looked upoj 
the lifeless body of his friend in the grave, his humanity WM oyer 
whelmed when he beheld the frightM rava^s of death wbioh si 
had brought upon our fallen race. May it he our privilege t 
believe in Jesus os tho resurrection and the life ! 

PRAYER. 

^UR Father and our God, who dwellest between tb 
^ cherubim, and art ever receiving the homage and adora 
tions of holy angels, we acknowledge thee as the inexhaustibl 
and eternal fountain of all life, both natural and spiritual, O 
the evening of another day, we assemble before thee sa 
family, in tho name of Jesus, to acknowledge thee in- all th 
glorv and uncreated excellence. We would approach^ thee i 
the language of thankfulness. We thank thee for giving u 
being, for giving us the life of rational beings, and for plaoin 
within our reach the most varied sources of personal, socia 
and spiritual enjoyment. Glory to thy name, that in the hoi 
Scriptures are opened up to our view sources of enjoyment an 
blessedness pure as thy nature, and lasting as the throne of Goc 
We Jihank thee, most blessed Saviour, for the animating 
account we have now read of thy grace, thy pity, and th^" 
power. With Mary, may each one of us be enablea to say, it 
language of adoring mercy, We believe thou art the Christ 
the Son of God, which should come into the world, , As Mar 
and her sister mourned over the natural death of their brothe: 
Laaarus, we would mourn over the spiritual death of ou. 
brethren and sisters after the flesh who may now be laid in th(f 
dark grave of spiritual corruption and death. Visit them, C 
Jesus ; then shall they rise from the death of sin, and then shal 
they he alive unto God by thee, the resurrection and the life. 

Wc adore and praise thee, O Jesus, for the pity and com- 
passion thou didst so abundantly and frequently display in the 
days of thy humbled humanity. Truly thou wast afflicted ir 
all our afflictions. May we qver remember, with emotions o 
wonder, love, and praise, the tenderness of thy compassion at 
the grave of Lazarus. We would now call to our b^eving 
remembrance the day when, standing beside tho tomb of thy 
follower and friend, it was said of thee, Jasus wept 1 In imi- 
tation of thy blessed example, may we be suitably impressec 
by the death of our friends. On the one hand may we be 
preserved from sinful indifference, and on the other from sinful 
and excessive grief. Lord Jesus, may we admire thy love as 
well as thy pity. When we think of thy suretyship engage- 
ments from eternal ages, of the visit thou didst pay to our 
world clothed with human flesh, and of thy suffermga and 
death, O what reason have we to take these words into our 
lips. Behold how he loved us ! 

If our beloved children or domesties are in a state qf spi^ 
ritual death, O say to them,, in words ^ thine almighty grace, 
what thou didst say at the grave of Itouarus : Come forth. 
Have mercy on such of our relatives and frieniu as are 
bound with the grave-clothes of sin and railt, and say to them 
by the power of thy Divine spirit, Loose them, and let them go. 

We call upon our souls to bless thee for the merdes of the 
day ; and we humbly inudore tiiiy presence and care this xdgbt. 
Piurdon all our sins, ana hear our humble prayers, ipr Jcaisi' 
sake, our Surety and Lord. . Amen. 


4X8VS umo TO. 

AtMJtm CbtyXoNtf. Ostford. c.M. 

' ' 1 CO jid ihfi Hebrew prophet iraisQ 

.. . ^ The braeen seipeat high^ 

The wouxided felt unmediato easci 
The camp forbore to die. 

^ Look upward lathe dying houTi 
And uve/ the prophet onea^ 

But Christ performs a nobler cure, 
iRThen Faith lifts up her eyes. 

Hi^ on the cross tho Bayiour hung, 

^ ^l#h in the heayens ho reigns : 

Here sinners by the old serpent stung 
Look, and forget their pains. Wirra, 112, B. L 

NUMBERS XXI. 

IsraeVi Viotoriet. 

A nd Moses made a sei^nt of brass, and put it upon a 
pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any 
man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived. 

10 And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in 
©both. 

11 And they journeyed from ©both, and pitched at Ije- 
abarim, in the wilderness which is before Moab, toward the 
sunrising. 

12 From thence they removed, and pitched in the valley of 
Zared; 

13 From thence they removed, and pitched on the other 
side of Arnon, which is in the wilderness that cometh out of 
the coasts of the Amorites : for Arnon is the border of Moab, 
between Moab and the Amorites. 

14 Wherefore it is said in the book of the wars of tho 
Lord, What he did in the Red Sea, and in the brooks of 
Arnon, 

15 And at the stream of the brooks that goeth down to 
the dwelling of Ar, and lieth upon tho border of Moab. 

16 And from thence they went to Beer : that is the well 
whereof the IlbuD spake unto Moses, Gather the people 
together, and I will give them water. 

21 And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the 
Amorites, saying, 

22 Let me pass through thy land : we will not turn into 
the fields, or into the vineyards ; we will not drink of the 
waters of the well : but wc will go along by the king’s hiyh 
way, until we be past thy borders. 

28 And Sihon would not sufier Israel to pass through his 
border; but Sihon gathered all liis people together, and went 
out against Israel into the wilderness : and he came to Jahez, 
and fought against Israel. 

24 And Israel smote him with the edge of the sword, and 
possessed his land from Arnon unto Jabbok, even unto the 
children of Ammon ; for the border of the children of Ammon 
was strong. 

25 And Israel took all these cities : and Israel dwelt in all 
the cities of the Amorites, in Heshbon, and in all the villages 
tlieredfi 

26 For Heshbon was the city of Sihon the king of the 
Amorites, who had fought against the former king ^ Moab, 
rad takcai aU his land out of his hand, even unto Arnon. 

Kmsonovs utok Nckbsbs, xxi.— W hat a miracle of mercy, the 
healing of .tiia wounded Israelites by looking on the brazen serpent ! 
Thttsuod, inldi wisdom and sovereignty, took occasion Twaers 
sin to frixniah fho most marvellous and abundant manifestation of 
his c omp assi o n asri power. Let us rejoice, that as Moses lifted up 
the saipsnt hi the wildamesi, so Jjssus the Son of man has been 
lifted up on the and hi adw lifted up in the preaohingX)f the 
whosomr looketh upmi him, and Mieveth m him, 
fhiul most essiuradlj be healed of all their spiritual maUdies, and 


have everlasting lift. May we^, look and. live ! Tlio joume> logs of 
Israel in the wudeniess may justly be considorod figurative ^ the 
pilgrunage of believers through the wilderness of this world, in their 
progress to the heavenly Canaan. Here they have no continuing 
city nor place of abode ; but they ore enoouraged with tho animating 
and assured hopes of a city which hath foundations whose builder 
and maker is God. Hero they ore exposed to enemies numerous, 
fierce, and malicious; but in heaven they shall bo infinitely beyond 
^0 reach of every foe, and enjoy the delights of undisturb^ felicity 
for ever and ever. May we have tho blessed prospect of being tho 
inhabitants of that heaven where there is ftdness of joy, and whera 
there are rivers of pleasure for evermore. 

PRAYER. 

T^ERCIFUL Father, whom we approach in tho name of 
Christ, thou art the eternal and unchangeable Jehovah. 
The heavens with all their shining hosts, and tho earth with 
aU its varied inhabitants, are the workmanship of thine hands. 
Angels and men are thy subjects, and are accountable to thee, 
the great Lawgiver of the universe. 

We desire this morning, with the deepest humility of heart, 
to faU down by thy throne of grace; and as the chief ot 
sinners to implore redemption and forgiveness through our 
Saviour’s blood. O that our hearts were suflEiciently impressed 
with a believing and adoring sense of thine unutterable glory 
and thy condescending goodness. 

What are we, O Lord, and what is our father's house, that 
we are allowed to open our mouth in thy presence, and to 
enter into converse with God ? 

We adore thy sovereign kindness in preserving us through 
the past night, while others, no more guilty than we, nre 
numbered with the dead, and ushered unprepared into the 
world of spirits. 

As in thy mercy alone we are permitted to enter on another 
day, may we have thy blessed guidance and help in all its 
duties. Never allow us to permit our temporal oalling to lay 
aside spiritual duties. God forbid that wo should seek the 
interest of the dying body, at the expense of the salvation of 
the never-dying soul. Every day miay we make some pro- 
gress in rising above the objects of time ; every day may we 
make some progress in our journey to the celestial world. 

We confess, O Lord, that our own lusts and corruptions, 
more dreadful than tho fiery serpents of which we have now 
been reading, have inflicted wounds upon our souls the most 
grievous and dangerous. We acknowledge that we, and tho 
whole human race, have been stung by the devil, the world, 
and the flesh. So dreadful are the wounds inflicted, that we 
are all by nature dead in trespasses and sins. We rejoice, O 
Jesus, that there is a method found out by which the wound 
of sin may be cured. We praise thee that we see in the 
brazen serpent raised up by Moses an emblem of thee, O 
Saviour, first raised up on the cross, and now lifted up in the 
preaching of the everlasting Gospel. Gloiy to God in the 
highest, that as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
so the Son of man has been luted up. Give us grace, Holy 
Spirit, by faith to look to Jesus; then shall we be saved from 
au our sins. 

Convince our dear children and servants that^ by natwy 
and practice^ they are spiritually diseased : yea^ that sin 
has thrust into their souls its envenomed stin^. May they 
feel the wound of sin ; may they look to Chrtst with long» 
ing eyeSf and live for ever. 

Have merc^ on all our graceless relatives who are now 
perishing under the disease of sin, and know it not. 0 arouse 
and awake them to a sense of their danger, and may they 
look to Jesus, and have eternal life. 

Hear us, O L(»rd, for tto sake of Jesus, the Lamb thai was 
■lain. An^ rad Amen. 


EIGHTEENTH WEEK.— FEIDAY BYENING. 


Jesus’ love. 

Nm Calvary, Bdmaky. L. x. 

1 I J ARK, my eoul ! it is the Lord ; 

*Ti8 thy Saviour, hear his word; 

Jesus speaks, and specdu to thee ; 

Say, poor sinner, lov'st thou me ? 

2 I delivered thee when bound, 

And, when bleeding, healed thy u oii!*d ; 

Sopght thoo wandering, set thee rit ht, 

Turned thy darkness into light. 

3 Can a woman’s tender care 
Cease towards tlie child she bare ? 

Yes, slie may forgetful be. 

Yet will I remember thoo. (’ullyrh, ‘JJ’.l. 


JOHN XI. 

Pkaiiseea c<ynsulUng to day Java, 

rpHEN gathered the chief priests au(l the Pharisees a council, 
and said, What do we ? for this raau doeth many miracles. 

48 If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him : 
and the Romans shall come and take away both our place 
and nation. 

49 And one of them named Caiaphas, being the liigh priest 
that same year, said unto tliem, Ye know nothing at all, 

60 Nor consider that it is expedient for ns, that one man 
should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not. 

61 And this spake he not of himself: but being high 
priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that 
nation ; 

52 And not for that nation only, but that also he should 
gather together in one the children of God that were scattered 
abroad. 

53 Then from that day forth they took counsel together for 
to put him to death. 

54 Jesus therefore walked no more openly among tlie Jews ; 
but went thence unto a country near to the wilderness, into a 
city called Ephraim, and there continued with his disciples. 

65 And the Jews’ passover was nigh at hand ; and many 
went out of the country up to Jerusalem before the passover, 
to purify themselves. 

60 Then sought they for Jesus, and spake among them- 
selves, as they stood in the temple. What think ye, that he 
will not come to the feast ? 

67 Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given 
a commaudment, that, if any man knew where he were, he 
should shew it, tliat they might take him. 

JOHN Xll. 

Mary anointing Jeana* Feet, 

rpiIEN Jesus six days before the passover cuuic to Bethany, 
where Lazarus was which had been dead, whom he raised 
from the detul. 

2 There tlicy made him a supper ; and Martha served ; but 
Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him. 

3 Tlien took Marv a pound of ointment of spikenard, very 
costly, and anointca the feet of Jesus, aud wiped his feet 
with her hair : and the house was filled with the odour of the 
ointment. 

4 Then saith one of his disciples, J udas Iscariot, Simon’s 
son, which should betray him, 

6 Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, 
(md given to the poor ? 

6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor ; but because 
he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein. 

. 7 Then said Jesus, let her alone: against the day 6f tny 
burying hath she kept this. 

8 For the poor always ye have with you ; but me yu have 
not always. 

ItEFLKCTfONM UFOUT Joip, XI., XII.— How dreadfiil was the guilt of 
tho Phariscos ; though they believed in ike miracles of Christ, and 

mo 


never even pretended to deny them, eveiy mirado mnderdl fluir 
hearts more hardened and their enmity taom Thetx 

hearts were as deluded as they were hardenad4 oould 

over imagine they were sufficient to suppress and annihilate a relih 
gion which had omnipotonco. as its Bsubguaxd, and the most stu* 
pendous miracles as the proof of its divinity t Trufy, he that sitteih 
in the heavens laughed at them, and held them in derision I Little 
was the envious Caiaphas aware, that while he was makin g a 
statement under the influence of the foulest mal^ty that ever 
actuated the heart of man, he was proclaiming a glorious truth— that 
Jesus must die to make atonement for the sins of man. ^ Qreatly 
honoured were Lazarus and his sisters, in the opportunities they 
enjoyed and embraced in showing kindness to Josns. like them 
may we love Jesus above all in earth and all in heaven I 

PHAYm 

ll/T OST merciful and glorious Jehovah, the Father, Son, and 
Spirit, one God, when we think of our original impurity, 
and our actual depravity, when we think of our ignorance and 
folly, what reason have we to blush and tremble in thy nuyestio 
presence ! But what reason have we to sing for joy, that thy 
mercy is as infinite as thy majesty. Glory to thy great name, 
that thou, who art the high and lofty One who inhabiteth eter- 
nity, hast said, 1 dwell in the high and holy place : with him 
also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit 
of the humble, and to raise the hearts of the contrite ones* May 
each one of us now in thy presence bear the character of those 
whom God loves, and with whom God dwells. May our 
abode, and the abodes of all our relatives and friends, be 
honoured with the presence and the residence of Jesus. 

Blessed be thy name, O Lord, that through Jesus the Son 
of thy love thou condcscendest to visit sinful men ; and that 
through the same name sinful mortals are permitted to ap- 
proach thy throne and enjoy fellowship with thyself. To thee, 
O Jjord, we come; invited by thy mercy wo come; relying 
on the righteousness and intercession of thy dear, t^ioe only 
Son, wc corac ; aud with the humble publican would se-y, Lord, 
»be merciful to us sinners. 

What reason have we to tliank thee, the bountiful giver of 
all good, that we are mercifully spared to another day, and 
allowed to enjoy another invaluable opportunity of approaching 
the tlironc of grace, to supplicate family mercies, and to pray ' 
fur tlie pardon of family sins. At tho close of another day, 
and entering on another night, we acknowledge that we are 
vile, unworthy, liclpless, and guilty. We humbly thank thee 
for thy continu(id and unmerited kindness. O the good- 
ness of thee, our God, lead us^ to repentance. May wc be 
encompassed this night by the shield of thy fayour. 

We pray that the Spirit may apply to our hearts the por- 
tion of thy Word now read. There we see, O Jesus^ thou 
didst perform many miracles on the bodies of men. We 
earnestly pray that thou wouldst perform many miracles upon 
the souls of men. 

IFe lay our children at thy feet, most merciful Saviour, 0 
perform miracles of grace on their youthful minds, and may 
they blossom and bud in all the beauties of holiness and Iqvs, 

What the chief priests feared in the days of our Saviour’a 
sufTcring, we would supplicate : Let all men believe on Christ. 
May all our relatives believe on Christ. May it Mid of n% 
of all the families with which we are connected^ and the 
negation of which wc form a part : Ye are a chosen geneia- 
tiou, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that 
yc should show fortli the praises of him that call^ of 

darkness into his marvellous light. HCve mercy on oUr aged 
friends. Like aged Abraham, may they be strong in the iSrith ; 
and when their eyes become dim with years, may their traces 
shine like the sun in his strength. ' 

O Lord. Lear our prajren and for|pve oiflf b|m, iMiM OW 
Mediator’s sake. Amen. 


/ . WHAf aO|> 9ATH tPOXSN. 

/ Parfjuf. ItWoet. Ijcwca, p. n. 

/ 1 tjlSBwliatGk>dmel^ 

/ 0 nay &int and few j 

r , Comlbiiiess, amoted, broken, 

/ , JPfiuar abodes I build for you ; 

7 d Thoms of heart-felt tribulation 

i i Shall noAnore perplex your ways ; 

, You shi^ name your walls Salvation, 

I And your gates shall all be Pruisc. 

8 There, like streams that feed the garden, 

Pleasures without end shall flow ; 

For the ILord, your faith rewarding, 

All his bounty shall bestow. Coll? as, 270. 

NUMBERS XXII. 

JBaM and JBcUaam, 

A ND tile children of Israel set forward, and pitched in the 
plains of Moab on this side Jordan hy Jericho. 

2 And Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done 
to the Amorites. 

3 And Moab was sore afraid of the people, because they 
were many ; and Moab was distressed because of the children 
of Israel. 

4 And Moab said unto the elders of Midian, Now shall 
this company lick up all 4hat are round al)out us, as the ox 
licketh up the grass of the field. And Balak the son of Zippor 
was king of the Moabites at that time. 

6 He sent messcngei^s therefore unto Balaam the son of 
Beor to Pethor, whidi is by the river of the land of the 
children of his people, to call liira, saying, Bcdiold, there is a 
people come out from ligypt : behold, they cover the face of 
the earth, and they abide over against me ; 

6 Come now therefore, I pray fhee, curse me this peoj)le ; 
for they are too mighty for me : peradventure I shall prevail, 
that we may smite them, and that I may drive them out of 
the land ; for I wot that he whom thou bhjssest is blessed, aud 
he whom thou cursest is cursed. 

9 And God came unto Balaam, and said. What men are 
these with thee ? 

10 And Balaam said unto God, Balak the son of Zippor, 
king of Moab, hath sent unto me, saying, 

11 Behold, there is a people come out of Egypt, which 
covereth the face of the earth : come now, curse me them ; 
peradventure I shall be able to overcome them, and drive 
them out. 

12 And God said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with 
them ; thou shalt not curse the people : for they are blessed. 

13 Aud Balaam rose up in the morning, and said unto the 
princes of Balak, Get you into your land ; for the Lokd 
refoseth to give me leave to go with you. 

14 And flie princes of Moab rose up, and they went unto 
Balak, and said, Balaam refusctli to come with us. 

16 'And Balak scut yet again princes, more, and more 
honourable than they. 

16 And they came to Balaam, and said to him, Thus saitli 
Balak the son of Zippor, Let nothing, I pray thee, hinder tliec 
from coming unto me : 

.17 For 1 will promote thee unto very great honour, and I 
will do whatsoever thou sayest unto me : come therefore, I 
pray thee, ourse me this people. 

18 Ahd Balaam answered and said unto the servants of 
Balak liP Balak would give me his house full of silver and 
1 cannot jfp beyond the word of the Loed my God, to 

i — 

BavLXomire UKar Kmubas xxn. — Israel were the objects of 

and in all a^ this 

ha(trd& and jealousy have been manifest^ by the wicked against the 
lil^^teous. who wore bom after the flesh Have persecuted 


those who are bom after the Spirit.” Balaam was alarmed when ha 
oonsidered the great numbers of the people of Qod. With whoi 
dismay shall Satan be filled when he shall cost his eyes over the 
fooo of the whole earth, and see all the kingdoms of this world 
wrested ftnm his tyrannical dominion and ** become the kingdom of 
our Lord and his Christ, and that he shall reign for over and ever ! ” 
What delusion and infatuation held the mind of Moab's king, when 
ho imagined, and even believed, that a sorcerer and impostor had 
power to bless or to curse ! Blessings and curses arc the servants 
of Uio King of kings. It is ho alone who can save and destroy. Are 
wo interested in his mercy ? Have we fled to the bosom of his love ? 
I’hen we are safe. We need not bo afraid of tlio purposes or ofibrts 
of wicked men. “ The Qod of Jacob is our refuge. Selah.” 

PRAYER. 

TJ^JS adore tliee, O Lord, aa the universal King. There is 
no spot to which thy dominion does not extend, and 
there is no creature amid the vast range of being which is not 
subject to thy control. Thou art worthy of the homage and 
praises of all thy creatures. 

While we were formed to praise thee, while we received 
understanding that we might know thee, and affections that 
we might love thee, what reason have we to mourn and weep 
that we have done so little to honour thy name and glorify 
thy Son ! Invaluable opportunities we have neglected, emuseu, 
and lost. We cannot in language express our sinfulness, aAd 
we cannot conceive our guilt. We are a wonder to ourselves, 
wc are a wonder to angels, tliat Jong ere now we have not been 
made the monuments of thy righteous indignation. If there 
are any among us hardened in their sins, and far from God, O 
convince them that though they have not been visited with the 
destroying manifestations of thy justice, still tby justice is not 
asleep. Convince them, that if they die as they now live, thy 
justice will appear before their eyes like flames of devouring 
fire, and they shall be plunged into the deeps of misery, from 
which there shall be no escape ! May each one of us be 
introduced into tliy (yhureh invisible, may wc become members 
of the family of Clirist, may we be taught by the Spirit to 
receive Jesus iu all his loveliness and in all his grace; then 
shall we escape the awful doom which is prepared for the 
finally impenitent. 

At the close of another night, and at the commencement of 
another day, desire, in tlic name of Clirist, to acknowledge 
and pray : Lord, we are vile, w e are altogether an unclean 
thing. What are we, that we should live to see another day ? 
O may we live to thee ! And may we find it unutterable bliss 
to live in the hopes of living for ever with thyself. 

O may our beloved children be most deeply impressed with 
the necessity of coiiversion, and also of the unspeakable advan- 
tages of early religion. Suffer them not to delay till a distant 
period that which is so desirable, so necessary now. 

May we and all our relatives aud domestics belong to the 
true Israel of God, the spiritual children of Abraham. We 
bless thee that, in the days of Balaam, thy promise to thy faith* 
ful servant was so extensively fulfilled, that his descendants 
seemed to cover the earth, to the astonishment and dismay of 
all the enemies of the Church. May those days of millennial 
glory soon arrive, wlicn thy children shall literally cover the 
face of the whole earth, and when tlie nations of the World 
shall be righteous nations who keep the truth. 

What reason have we to rejoice, O liord, that no plan to 
shako the security of thy Church has ever succeeded ; and that 
all attempts to curse thy pco})le have failed. O may we, and 
all our relatives, and the congregation of vrhich we form a part, 
be among the number of thy blessed people. As an evidence 
of our interest in thy favour, may we love thy Word, and may 
we never be left to go beyond it. May thy Gospel ever be the 
rule of our faith, and thy law the rule of our practice. 

Gntciously hear our imperfect prayem, for Jesus^ sake. Amen« 

JC x 2 861 


EIGHTEENTH WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENING. 


CONVKasION. 

AU^c^ StaiiMt. Bi^edby, Poriu^ New, u ic. 

1 T OKD, 'twas a time of wondrous love, 

When thou didst first draw near uiy scul, 

And by the Spirit &om above, 

Hy raging passions didst contool. 

2 Guilty and eclf-coiidemned I stood, 

Nor dreamt of life and bliss so near ; 

But he my evil heart renewed, 

And all his graces planted there. 

3 Ho will comploto the work begun, 

By leading me in all his ways ; 

To God the Father, God the Sou, 

And God the Spirit, equal praise. Ascn. 

JOHN XII. 

Jeiut in JeruMalem, 

TI^UCH people of the Jews therefore knew that he was 
there : and they came, not for Jesus’ sake only, but tliat 
tliey might see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the dead. 

10 But the chief priests consulted that they might put 
Lazarus also to death ; 

11 Because that by reason of him many of the Jews went 
away, and believed on Jesus. 

1 7 The people therefore that was with him when he called 
Lazarus out of liis grave, and raised him from the dead, bare 
record. 

18 For this cause the people also met him, for that they 
heard that he had done this miracle. 

19 The Pharisees therefore said among themselves. Perceive 
yc how ye prevail nothing? behold, the world is gone after 
him. 

20 And there were certain Greeks among them that came 
up to worship at the feast. 

21 The same came therefore to Philip, which was of Beth- 

saida, of Galilee, and desired him, saying, Sir, we would see 
Jesus. ' 

22 Philip cometh and tclleth Andrew : and again Andrew 
and Philip tell Jesus. 

23 And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, 
that the Son of man should be glorified. 

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat 
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone : but if it die, it 
bringeth forth much fruit. 

25 He that loveth his life shall lose it ; and he that hateth 
Ilia life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 

26 If any man serve me, let him follow me ; and where I 
am there shall also my servant be : if any man serve me, him 
will my Father honour. 

27 Now is my soul troubled ; and what shall I say ? Father, 
save me from this hour : but for this cause came 1 unto thh 
hour. 

28 Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice 
from heaven, sayiny, I have both glorified it, and will glorify 
it again. 

29 The people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said 
that it thundered ; others said, An angel spake to him. 

30 Jesus answered and said. This voice came not because of 
me, but for your sakes. 

81 Now is the judgment of this world ; now shall the prince 
of this world be cast out. 

82 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all mm 
unto me. 

83 This he said, signifying what death he should die. 

Esflsctiovs uroir John xn. — ^Under the impulse of natural 
curiosity the Jews wished to soo the wonder-workiug Jesus, and 
Lazarus, whom he miraculously raisod the dead. Hay our 
hearts be animated with geuuino love to Jesus in his person and 
252 \ 


ofiioes, then shall we earnestly desire his fellowslw on ear^ ano 

long to behold his fhoe in righteousness in heav^ lam ohief prie^\ 

in consulting together to put Lazarus to death, gave an a]«sotiim\ 
illustration of the truth of our Saviour’s words, and .our 8arionz^\ 
warning, as to the world’s hatred of his people and himself; 
hated me without a cause, and they hated you beoanse they hated 
me.” Wo are blessed indeed, if we can say with the he^ and 
with unfeigned affection, “We would see Jesus.” When we read 
the Word of God, and open the sacred toasury— when We enter into 
the sanctuary to listen to the Word of life— when we sit down at the 
sacramental table, may the language of our hearts be, “ Wo would 
' see Jesus.” __ _ 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our Ood, the hearer of the praises of angds, and 
the answerer of the prayers of thy saints, we approach 
thy throne of grace through the merit <n Jesus, our Advocate 
and Saviour. We adore thee, O Lord, in the inoonoeivable 
greatness of thy nature, character, perfections^ and govern* 
ment. Who can speak thy wondrous deeds? Thy greatness 
infinitely exceeds all our thoughts ! thy ways are vast and 
unsearchable ! 

We desire, O Lord, to be astonished at thy condesoenrion, 
in permitting beings so sinful and insi^ficant as we are to 
enjoy fellowship with thyself, and suppUcate the blessings of 
thy grace. 

As a family, wc present the bumble tribute of our thank- 
fulness for tne mercies of the past day and the past week. 
Thy goodness and thv mercy have attended us, and filled the 
cup of our lot with blessings. We thank our Ood and Father 
for that degree of bodily health and mental vigour we have 
enjoyed in attending to the temporal business and the spiritiial 
engagements of the week. We thank thee for the success 
which may have attended our secular pursuits, and the bless- 
ings which may have rested on our religious duties. 

We implore the gracious protection of a special providence 
this night, for ourselves, and for all our relatives and friends. 
May we never lie down to sleep without performing an imme- 
diate act of dependence on Jesus, as the only foundation of 
our hopes of pardon, salvation, and heaven. 

Lord, have mercy on the afUicted, whose bed this night 
shall prove a bed of languishing. May their bed of suffering 
lead their thoughts to the glorious rest and blessedness of 
heaven, and to that Divine B^eemer who is the only way to 
those joyful mansions. 

We desire to rejoice in the prospect of the sacred Sabbath, 
and its Divine and exalted exercises. May man^ be delivered 
from their natural enmity against Christ and his Obspel and 
his kingdom. While the enemies of Jesus in the days of his 
flesh feared the world were gone after him, we would earnestly 
pray that the world may soon go after Christ, and forsake all 
their idols and lusts, and follow him alone as their Saviour 
and their God. 

May our beloved children and eervanU be among the 
followers of the meek and lowly Jesus. May each one of 
them say with the heart. We will follow Jesus the Lamb ^ 
God, wherever he goes, and wherever he leads. 


Holy Spirit, on the approaching day may many be ipopressed 
with an earnest desire to see Jesus. O may multitudes breathe 
the spirit of the devout Greeks who came up to Jerusalem. 
Like theih, may they, and may we, say with ]^y eajtnestnesa^ 
We would see Jesus ! 

On thy day may Christ be faithfully and dearly lifted up 
in a preached Gospel Many ha^ thou drawn to thys^, and 
on thy day may many more be drawn by thy reaisrieai grab^ 
and tne prince of this world be cast out. Meroiftilly hear 
prayers;, and forgive our sins, for our Redeemer’s sake. Al4 
may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be wi& isui 
people of God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


NINETEENTH WEEK.— SABBATH MORNING. 


Christ’s otoar. 

MbtmerNtw, Brook 3treei. Jmey* BtphxibaJi: c. m. 

I T’LE sjMsk the honours of my King, 

His form divinely fhir ; 

Hone of the sons of mortal race 
May with the Lord compare, 
i Sweet is thy speech, and heavenly grace 
Upon thy lips is shed ; 

Thy God, with blessings infinite, 

Hath crowned thy sacred head. 

3 Gird on thy sword, victorious Prince, 

Bide with majestio sway ; 

Thy terror shall strike through thy foes. 

And make the world obey. Watts, 45. 


PSALM XLV. 

Maiotty a/nd G^'oet of Christ, 

Y hi^ is inditing a good matter : I speak of the things 
which I have made touching the king : my tongue is the 
peii of a ready writer. 

2 Thou art fairer than the children of men : grace is poured 
into thjr lips : therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. 

8 Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty, with thy 
glory and thy majesty ^ 

4 And in thy majesty ride pi osperously because of truth 
and meekness and righteousness; and thy right hand shall 
teach Ithee terrible things. 

5 Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of the king’s ene- 
mies ; whereby the people fall under thee. 

6 Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever : the sceptre of 
thy kin^om is a right sceptre. 

7 Thou lovest righteousness, and lia^est wickedness : there- 
fore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness 
above thy fellows. 

8 All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, 
out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad. 

9 Kings’ daughters were among thy honourable women: 
upon thy right hand did stand the queen in gold of Ophir. 

10 Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine 
ear ; forget also thine own people, and thy father’s house ; 

11 So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty: for lie is 
thy Lord ; and worship thou him. 

12 And the daughter of Tyre shall he there with a gift; 
even the rich among the people shall entreat thy favour. 

13 The king’s daughter all glorious within ; her clothing 
is of wrought gold. 

14 She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of ncedl*'- 
wotic: the virgins her companions that follow her shall be 
brought unto thco. 

16 With gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought : they 
shall enter into the king’s palace. 

16 Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom thou 
mayest make princes in all the earth. 

^ 17 I will make thy name to be remembered in all genera- 
tions : therefore shall the people praise thee for ever and ever. 


HsipMinoNs UPON Psalm xlv. — This Psalm furnishes an animat- 
ing display of Christ’s love to the Church, and of the love of the . 
Ohurdi to Christ. Let it be the earnest desire of our hearts that 
we may ^be tlm objects of Jesus’ love; and we have reason to 
bdieve that this inestimable privilege is ours, if Jesus is the object 
of our su^lative aflbotion. Soundless are Christ’s excellences. So 
tremsoen^t are the graces of Christ’s humanitr that, compared 
with ^eir beaufy, aU created loveliness is only deformity and 
ebeoimty. The me of righteousness and the graces of the Spirit 


oonstilute the royal raimeiit^ and the nuptial garments of the Ghnroh, 
which ji by way of emieueiioe the bride, the Lamb’s wifb. She is 


wealthy by his riches, she is comely wiih liis oointliness, ale is 
glorious with his glory, she is happy with his blessedness. Let it 
be our ambition to form a nart of Christ’s body mystical, to pro- 
claim while we live Christas fame, which shall endure for ever, 
and to enjoy his fellowship through endless day. 


PRAYER. 

A LMIGHTY and eternal Lord God, we appear licfore thy 
gracious throne, on the morning of thy blessed and haU 
lowed day, and in the name of Jesus would present our united 
and fervent supplications. Immanuel, God with us, we adore 
thee. Thou art fairer than the children of men, and grace is 
|) 0 ured into thy lips. O captivate many souls tliis day by the 
manifestation of thy loveliness and glory and ^ace, in the 
preaching of the Word of life. Let great accessions be made 
to thy Church and kingdom. O appear as a gracious and a 
mighty conqueror, and let many who are now living in enmity 
and rebellion, before this Sabbath comes to a close, bow before 
thy sceptre, and acknowledge thee Lord of all. Gird thy 
sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty, with all thy glory and 
I thy majesty. And in the majesty of thy gracious power, ride 
prosperously, because of truth and meekness and right^us- 
ness. Let the prince of this world be cast out of the hearts 
of men ; and before the services of the day shall come to a 
close, may there be joy in heaven over the re^ientance and 
conversion of many sinners. May wc as a family be among 
the number of thy loving subjects, and not one of us live and 
die fighting under the banner of the enemy of souls. 

We rejoice, O Jeaus, in the throne thou dost fill. Thy 
throne is not like the thrones of dying monarchs. Thy throne^ 
O God, is for ever and ever. The sceptres of earthly kings 
are often sceptres of injustice, cruelty, and blood; but the 
sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. O blessed and 
exalted Saviour, sway the gospel-sceptre of thy grace and love 
over the whole earth. Wherever the sun shines, there may 
thy sceptre be acknowledged, and wherever the habitations of 
men are found, there may the blessings of thy mediatorial 
government be abundantly enjoyed. 

Lord, have mercy on our rulers ; may they ever appear the 
loyal subjects of the King of kings, and ever be adorned by 
truth, meekness, and righteousness. Have mercy on all thy 
ministering servants, ot cveiy name and of every denomina- 
tion, and may they esteem it their unspeakable honour and 
their greatest delight to extol the excellence of Jesus, and 
proclaim the riches of his grace. Fill the minds of all thy 
servants with the Holy Ghost; then shall they be successful 
instruments in thy band, in rescuing many captives from 
Satan’s slavery, and in bringing many sons into glory. 

Smile oil aU our universities and schools. May the in- 
structors and the instructed be taught of God. There may 
the philosophy of men never be preferred before the Gospel 
of Christ. May the youth of our land greatly desire the 
lieauty of Christ, and may their minds be captivated with his 
Divine and mediatorial excellence. 

Have mercy on our dear children, and fulfil in them that 
promise, Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom 
thou mayest make princes in all the earth. 

Show compassion to aged pilgrims, and comfort them witli 
the delightful prospect of entering into the celestial palac^e 
above, into which they shall be brought with gladness and 
rejoicing. 

Extend to the afflicted the joys of religion, in their 
retirement day they drink of the river of sahsi^on, which 
makes glad the city of God. " 

Eminently assist our beloved minister this day. Hear our 
piwer, and forgive our sins, for Jesus’ sakh. Amen. 

I 'Uur Father w^hieh art in heaven, to. 
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NINETEENTH WEEK.—SABBATH EVENINO. 


OOB A KEFUGE. 


IhkiStrmt. Wafringtinu AwHffW, Ih M. 

1 nOD is the refuge of his saixits, 

^ Whhh . 

Ere we 0Uf 

Behold Aid* 

2 Lot mouai^tBs^fWmi their seats be hurled 

Pown to'^e dei^i and there ; 

Convulsieiis the eoUd world, 

Our faith^sHaU^piiBW.yield to fear* 

3 Loud may ihe tretthM ocean roar, 

In sacred pedoff ta^iK)^ abide, Z ‘ • 

While ei^iiymfdltjnOii OEdly shore, 

Trembles, swelling tide. 

t , , 'Vatt®, P$. 46,j5w /. 

' ESAl-itf XLVI. 

■ TS$'' 0ii^Ue)t«e of ^ 8a4nU. ■''■.• 

OD w our refugentud strength, av^ ]present lii>Ip.m trouble. 
2 Therefore ^ 'Ubt lr« ftar, though the earth oe reihsvled,' 
and though the moudtairia he earriedanto the hudat of tfae-sea ; 

3 Though the wUietftt^rraf Mar h^-.trphbled, Ihough 
the mountains shafcB %Eh<th$ swelling theirtof.'. Sehih. 

4 There is a river, •‘the ^a^ams whemf ahall Ah/dta glad the 
city of God, the holy je/ace of the taherhaclea'of thh hiost high., 

6 God is in the baddst' of'lier j she ahiflluiot be'iuved: God- 
ahall help her, right early. •: i ' 

6 The heathen riig^/thd; kingdoms -were moved: he.uttercd 
h» voice, the earth Mriffedi' 

7. The Loan of -ho^'^ triEi ua; the God of Jacob 'ia-ouziL 
refuge. Selah. • ■ ‘ • ' • ■ i ; 

8 Come, bchold4^'Wjb!ha' «f the Loan, what dtodaidom he 
hath made in the • 

0 He maketh wthi th%nae nntb the end' of thu’ earth; he 
breaketh the bow, andioutt^tii the spear in wnnderi;hn.^nrneth 
the chariot in the dre; ' i 

10 Be still, and -hnotvthai liJm Ood: I waB ‘fae^dxaltGd 
among the hcathen,'^J<r^^be/ek&Uied.in the:eitrtht' , 

11 The Lord of;fhoalS'i«'4i|h‘4ii..‘ ^theMQQd ^ -Hibi^ is our 

refuge. Sclah. ' ■ ' / • '/i 

O CLAP your hands,, all rye peojud j sItQut unto' Oqd, with* 
the voice of tiimnph. 

2 For the Lord nii^ Idgh is ietrible^A^ U a groat , Kiim^ 
over all the earth. : , . : *, tU 

8 He shall suMiiB thO people uhdOr us, and the.j^tioiiw^ 
under our feet. , 

4 Ho shall chodw our ixlheritanco for us, the excellency 

Jacob whom he loved;^ Selah. 

5 Qod is gone up^iritii'a shout, the Lord with th<;t 
a trumpet. ^ 

0 Sing praises to dl^i^sing praises.: aiag ‘prai3W/ii^tb'C^^ 
King, sing praises. ; f ^ " v'> ^ 

7 For God is the 

understanding. ; / V" \ r- * i ’ ^ ^ 

8 Qod reigneth'^p^:,t^:^UHi&eit ri<^ ^ 
throne of his holiness. 

9 The princes of the people are gathered together, even the 
people of the God of Aoraham : for the shields of tlie earth 
belong unto God : he is greatly exalted. 

XtBriEOTioNs UPON PsALM xLTi., XLVH. — Christ is ALL to his people: 
in weakness he is their strength, in disease their health, in perplexity 
their guide, in affliction their stay, in sorrow their consolation, and 
in danger their refuge. With what confidence frith in Christ in- 
spires the soul, giving the assurance that no enemies, however power- 
fm, and no storms of tribulation, however tem^stuous, shall be aide 
to remove them femn Christ their Divine refuge and impreffnable 
fortress. There is no refuge but in Christ. Kone but he can defend 
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from the wrath of Gfod. None but he can defend from the fiery darts 
of the wiokod one. None but he oan eonvey the sofid m safety amoss 
the Jordan of death, and introduce it in mumj^ into fibo joys of 
heav^ « Jesus, be thou our,i!ofef6i^ 18 ^ '^ovld have 

none /' , A boKeyingyioW:C>f ^ the Divine perfections, 

glorified in the p^n ejad never fails to animate 

the soul with joy. Divine fo heavenly in its efibets. 

I*et us rejoico Jesus reigns :"ha and on earth, and he 

shall reign for ever. Arc we hUiJoy^fgabjects, and are we oigoy- 
ing the blessings of his govmiixd^tdt^^ 

PRAIISIU 

T^OST merciful Father, ebser^ of the public 

ordinances of thy ShliDhtli am of thy saiictuaiy, we 
desire with reverence and ^y.io^axji^e in the more retired 
exercise of domestic worship, Afw^proach^ thy presence 
as a congregation, we now draw neh^‘;aB a family, in the name 
, of him in whom ^ the families; <bf tiid earth shall be blessed. 

O tbou God of salvation, we oSioiiso thee as the Lord of hosts, 
art the refuge and the strerijjf^ bf thy people : O be ouir 
refuge and our strength; and when; we are surrounded by the 
dark shades of the xdj^t of be unto us, ‘and all the 

families Irith which wo fm 'edhh^ted, a very present help in 
the day of tremble! Thou art 'Ood, and beside theo there is 
hone else. As a family may we be still, and experimentally 
and belifev^ly know tihmt tliou aart-God. Thou art infinitely 
exalted in thysplf ; thou art exalted in the estimation of angels 
and saints. O let the day sopn daia^n when thou shalt be 
exalted among ilm heathmi, wbe^4heiii shalt bo exalted among 
the Jews tfaii^e. ancient people; yehr^ w^en thou shalt be exalted 
in all the ei^h; whbn the'kiio^ledge of thy name shall be as 
extensive as the shining of the suh. 

O LcAd, ive mjoice that th^ hast ever been in the 

midst of thy:']^ppfe.' Truly thou art in the midst of thy 
Church; she not, be moved: ihbu the Lord wilt help her, 
and that ^ Griwfously W in the midst of us as a 

never be moved from 
our^CprisfiW -never be moved from our 

; bediV^g in X!l^ ^ 

^ the Prince of peace. 

We thy government may soon 

extf^ '<iyer .thb^v^ berth. V^jf jgacific Gospel alone, at- 

! tended^bv the power, of the'Ifloi^lTOnt, can subdue the fero- 
V diou4 arid t^el ^tissibns of grace alone can change 

! the l^on into the/li^b, the friend of man. O 

i trike make wars to ceaso 
. to the eiurth ; Jm;bpw, let the spear be cut 

s^der^ w^ do th 0 U:^brirri^y^^riot in the fire. May 
^rii)p:>^8‘^*feon and spears be con- 


1 yeit^ iiiiito^pijunirig-r 


of war be remembered 


-r*^^e/lii^k>the„Ood of opportunity we 

ot the Most High in his 
i'pq^Hc!^ ®>d for the merciful as- 

rooraed il^ *bf>C5hri^^^ and particularly 

vfor ^llw Irindifeks mow 'fo pastor and minister, 

who dispensed to us this day the oracles of Divine truth. 

Muy our dear children be savingly impressed with the 
Gospel to which they listened, and may we witness in them 
the early symptoms of saving graces 

May the instructions given this day to the ten thousands of 
little children who have assembled in Sabbath schools, be 
followed by a rich harvest of saving blessings to themsdves, 
and of unspeakable advantages to the community and motion 
at large. 

Comfort us this night with rest, repose, and sleep. Forgive 
the sins of our holy minpio Hear our prayers, for Jesus' wake 
Amen. Our Father which art in heaven, fee. 




WaSK.— MONDAY MOKNINO. 


jrowxnoiriiif, 

?mmlnh Nnf M M ekm l JWt. l-h. 

1 r the wild leopaxdfl of wood 

Put off the i|>ote that nature gives, 

9[1i^ may the wicked turn to Go^ 

And change their tempen and their lives. 

2 As well might Ethiopian slayes 
Wash out the darkness of their skin, 

The dead as well may leave their graves, 

As old transgressors cease to sin. 

«3 Where vice has held its empire long 
'Twill not endure tho least control ; 

Ifone but a power divinely strong 
/ Can turn the cument of tho soul 

Wiri^, /A 

NUMBERS XXII. 

Balcum and the Angeh 

A ND Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, 
and went with the princes of Moab. 

22 And God's anger was kindled because he went : and the 
angel of the Lord stood in the way for an adversary against 
him. Now he was riding upon liis ass, and his two servants 
were with him. 

23 And the aas saw the angel of the Lord standing in the 
way, and his sword drawn in his hand : and the ass turned 
aside out of the way, and went into the field : and Balaam 
smote the ass to turn her into the way. 

24 But the angel of the Lord stood in a path of the vine- 
yards, a wall being on this side, and a wall on that side. 

26 And when the ass saw the angel of the Loud, she thrust 
herself unto the wall, and crushed Balaam's foot against the 
wall : and he smote her again. 

26 And the angel of the Lord went further, and stood in a 
narrow place, where woe no way to turn either to the right 
hand or to the left. 

27 And when the ass saw the angel of the Ijord, she fell 
down under Balaam : and Balaam's anger was kindled, and he 
smote the ass with a staff. 

28 And the Lord opened the mouth of the ass, and she 
said unto Balaam, What have I done unto thee that thou hast 
smitten mo these three times ? 

29 And Balaam said unto the ass. Because thou hast 
mocked me : I would there were a sword in mine hand, for | 
now would I kill thee. 

80 And the ass said unto Balaam, Am not I thine ass, upon 
which thou hast ridden ever since I was thine unto this day? 
was I ever wont to do so unto thee? And he said. Nay. 

81 Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw 
the angel of the Lord standing in tho way, and his sAvord 
drawn in his hand : and he bowed down his head, and fell flat 
on his face. 

82 And the angel of the liOHu said unto him, Wherefore 
hast thou smitten thine ass these three times ? behold I went 
out to withstand thee, because thy way is perverse before me : 

88 And the ass saw me, and turned from me these three 
times : unless she had turned from me, sinely now also I had 
slain thee, and saved her alive. 

84 And Balaam said unto the angel of .the Lord, I have 
sinned ; for I knew not that thou sto^est in the way against 
me : now therefore, if it displease thee, I will get me back again. 

86 And the angel of the Lord said unto Balaam, Oo with 
the men ; but only the word that I shall speak unto thee, that 
thou shalt speak. So Balaam went with the princes of Balak. 

RmAonovs upor NumxRs xxn. — It is a sight truly humili^g 
and .affseting to see Ealaam mi the prinoes of Moab associated 
tog^er sgaufcst the great Jdiovsh and me interests of his Church! 
It is to the ctoniid disgrace of our naturo that every ago of the 


history of our race furnishes numerous ojmmplos of tho same humi* 
liatii^ and repulsive ipeotaole. What was Ualaam, the proud and 
canning sorcerer ? what were Balak and his princes, hut the insig- 
nificant and impious and contemptible potsherds of the earth i And 
of them it may be justly said, *‘Let the potsherds strive with the 
potsherds of the earth ; out woe be unto him who strivetli with his 
Maker I ” Peculiarly hardened must have been the heart of Buloi^, 
when miracles and repeated Divine and supernatural communications 
produced no mollifying penitential effect, or even altered his purpose 
of declaring his willingness to curse Israel. Jesus, soften our 
hearts by thy grace !" 

prayer! 

/ TT^HAT reason have we to bless and adore thee, O Lord, ai 
/ infinitely holy and just I Thou art of purer eyes than 
I to behold iniquity. How bright thy holiness appears in all 
thy works, and in all thy words I O our eternal King, thy 
name is holy and reverend. The heavenly angels proclaim thy 
holiness in sweetest songs of celestial adoration. Wo would 
follow their example, though in wciik and humble strains, and 
sing, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts. We confess that 
objects of the greatest purity are pollution, compared with 
thine immaculate holiness. O Lorcl, how dim and mean are 
the brightest lamps of heaven, when compared with thy glory! 
while the wisdom of angels compared with thine is ignorance 
and folly. 

As a family, and as individuals, may we be humbled in the 
dust, ou account of our iniquity and guilt. May we feel 
genuine sorrow that we have offended God. May we lament 
that we have grieved the Spirit of truth, and resisted his 
gracious influences. May we mourn that our sins brought the 
Saviour to the dust of death. Holy Spirit, give us repentance. 

It is thy gift. W'hcrc can we look for it, but to thee? and 
Avhore can we apply, but to thyself alone? O suffer us not, 
like Balaam, to continue in sin. Suffer us not, like him, to 
follow the devices of our own heart. Most merciful Father, we 
supplicate pardon. Because thou art merciful, because thou 
delightest iu mercy, we are encouraged to seek forgiveness, 
tecansc thou hast exalted Jesus to be a Prince and a Saviour, 
to give repentance unto Israel and remission of our sins, we 
are strongly encouraged to supplicate pardon. O remember 
not the sins of our youth, nor our transgressions : according to 
thy mercy remeralicr thou us for thy goodness' sake, 0 liord. 
For thy name's sake, O Lord, pardon our iniquity ; for it is 
great. 

Deeply affect us with what we have now read. May the 
enormity of Balaam's sin, in wishing the injury of thy Church, 
teach us that opposition to the prosperity of tliy kingdom is a 
transgression of the greatest magnitude, which, if not repented 
of and forsaken, must bring upon those who are guilty the 
heavy auger of an offended God. 

At an early period may we have the untspeakahle pleasure 
of seeing our beloved children warmly attached to Christ and 
his cause. God forbid that they should ever remain indf^ 
ferent to the prosperity of Christs Church, or join the ranks 
of its enemies. Make our domestics thy faithful servants. 

We now invoke the Divine Spirit, that we may know and 
love and do the will of God. In our various stations and 
relations in life, may we act for God, and speak for God. 
Never let us be backward to confess Christ. Even in the most 
difficult and trying circumstances, may we be neither unwilling 
nor afraid to confess him before men. May we be enabled to 
say and resolve with a better spirit than that which actuated 
the mind of Balaam, The word that God putteth in our mouth, 
that will we speak. 

We express our obligations for the mercies of the past night, 
and commit ourselves and our friends this da^ to the care and 
g;uidauce of the Father of our spirits. Graciously hearken to 
the voice of our suppUcation, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 


NINETEENTH WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


fEARL OF FHICE. 

Sitad, Mdodyi Qcorf/da. SiUlmon* 

1 yj'R glittering toys of curtli, adieu ! 

* A. nobler choice bo mine ; 

A real prize attracts my view, 

A treasure all Divine. 

2 Begone, unworthy of my carcF, 

Ye specious baits of sense; 
Inestimable worth appears, 

The Pearl of price immense ! 

3 Jesus, to multitudes unknown— 

0 name Divinely sweet ! 

JcHUs, in thee, in thee alone, 

Wealth, honour, ploosuro meet. 


JOHN XII. 

Unbelief of the Jews. 

T he people answered him, Wc liave lieard out of the law, 
that Christ abideth for ever : and how sayest thou, the 
Son of man must be lifted up? who is this Son of man? 

35 Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light 
with you. Walk while ye liave the light, lest darkness come 
upon you : for he that walkctli in darkness knoweth not 
whither he goeth. 

36 While ye have light, believe in the liglit, that ye may be 
the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, 
and did bide himself from them. 

37 But though he had done so many miracles before them, 
yet they believed not on him : 

88 That tlie saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, 
which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to 
whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed ? 

89 Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said 
again, 

40 He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened tlicir Jieart ; 
that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with 
their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them. 

41 These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and 
spake of him. 

42 Nevertheless, among the chief rulers also many believed 
on him : but because of the Pharisees they did not confess hhii, 
lest they should be put out of the synagogue : 

48 For they loved tlie praise of men more than the praise of 
God. 

44 Jesus cried, and said, He that believeth on me, belicveth 
not on me, hut on him that sent me. 

46 And he that sceth me, scetli him that sent me. 

46 I am come a light into the world, that whosoever 
believeth on me should not abide in darkness. 

47 And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge 
him not : for I came not to judge the world , hut to save the 
world. 

48 He that rejeeteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath 
one that judgeth him : the word that I have spoken, the same 
shall judge him in the last day. ' 

49 For I have not spoken of myself ; but the Father which 
sent me, He pve mo a commandment, what I should say, and 
what 1 should speak. 

50 And I know that his commandment is life everlasting : 
whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto 
me, so I speak. 


light of the Gospel and of salvation shining in the midst of us ! Moy 
wo value the light— be guided by the light ; may it be admitted 
into our hearts, and ohmge the night of spiritum ignoranoo into 
tho bright shining day of Divine wisdom and savum knowledge 
Does eternal blessedness depend upon the rooeption of uirist’s word, 
and endless misery depend upon its impenitent rejection ? 0 let us 
receive his wonl and Uve for ever ! 

PRAYER. 

^ OD and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, we 
would draw near to thy throne, and as a family we desire 
to present our evening sacrifice. Holy Spirit, may flames of 
love now rise from the altar of our hearts ; and may Divine 
and promised grace assist us in presenting an acceptable 
sacrifice to the Lord our God. 

We thank the Father of mercies for the streams of mercy 
which have followed us this day. Teach us the blessed lesson 
of tracing up every mercy and every comfort to thee, the 
Divine and overflowing fountain of goodness, from whom all 
mercies flow. As we are about to retire to rest, we surrender 
our immortal souls, as well as our dying bodies, to the care of 
God. Whether our days on earth are to be numerous or few, 
we would pray with earnestness : Teach us so to live, that we 
may have as little fear to Ue down in our graves, as on our 
beds ; and teach us to die in the faith of Jesus ; then we shall 
rise in glory at the judgment-day. 

We bless the Holy Spirit of inspiration, that we have been 
again permitted to read the volume of inspired truth. May 
the Word of God enter into our understandings, and enlighten 
us with Divine light ; may it enter into our heart, and warm 
us with Divine love. We rejoice, O Jesus, that as thou saidst 
before thy death, the Son of man must be lifted up, thou the 
Son of man hast been lifted up. Eternal glory to thy name, 
that thy boundless love to ruined man did prevail upon thee 
cheerfully to submit to be lifted up on Calvary^s cross. Glory 
to thy name, that there thou didst finish the work the Father 
gave thee to do. May thy ministering servants lift thee up in 
the preaching of the everlasting Gospel, and may increasing 
multitudes see thy glory, taste thy grace, and submit to thy 
power. 

We adore thee, O Jesus, that, more than eighteen hundred 
years ago, thou didst come as a light into the world. Teach 
us as a family to believe in thee ; then we shall no more abide 
in darkness. Give, we pray, the light of thy glorious Gospel 
to all the nations of the earth, that they may be delivered from 
the darkness of pagan ignorance, and behold the glory of thy 
person, and the preciousuess of thy salvation. Alas, O Lord, 
darkness covers the earth, and gross darkness the people! 
Alas, O Lord, the prince of darkness maintains his sway over 
the great proportion of the inhabitants of the world I O say 
to the nations, Arise, shine ; for thy light is come, and the 
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. Jesus, thou Sun of 
righteousness, may thy ministering servants, the heralds of 
light, flee to and fro, from north to south, from east to west, to 
proclam thy grace ; then shall the Gentiles come to thy light, 
and kings to the brightness of thy rising. 

Blessed Saviour, in the words we have now read we have 
seen the consequences of the sin of rejecting thee. Give us 
faith to receive thee. 

Let not our children or servants ryect Christ, 0 convince 
them that their present and eternal happiness depends on 
receiving Christ, 

Have mercy on our friends, and particularly our aged 


Bbhhohmt* dfok Johit xn.— What mystories meet in CJuiet! they ever lean UMn the am of Jesus in the 

In hia DiFinity he lived from all eternity ; in his humaii% he died ; •journey of life ; and gmoed by hia li^ht, and strengthened by 
^ in bis Divinily and humanity he lives for ever. ]i!e has the power, may all of us at lost meet in the celestial mansions, 
keys of hell and of death !” Jesus is the Light; the Gospel is an ask is for Jesus^ sake, our Redeemer and Interoesaor. 

emanation from his brightnessr What a privilege — we have the Amen. 
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NXNBTfiBNTH WEEK.— TUESDAY MOBNING. 


BSLIVSE4NCS8. 

Cocmb^* Truro, 

I *y^HAT hath wrought ! might Israel say, 

When Jordan rolled its tide away, 

And gave a passage to their bands 
Safely to march across its sands, 
i What hath God wrought ! 0 blissful theme, 

Are we redeemed and called by him } 

- Shall we be led die desert through — 

And safe arrive at glory too ? 

3 The news dial! e\^ry harp employ, 

Fill every tongue with rapturous joy ; 

When shall we join the heavenly throng 
To swell the triumph and the song ! Gi 


Gibbons. 


NUMBERS XXIII. 

Balaam, hUuing 

A ND the Lord put a word in Balaam^s mouth, and said, 
Return unto Balak, and thus thou shalt speak. 

6 And he returned imto him, and, lo, he stood by his burnt 
sacrifice, he, and all the princes of M oab. 

7 And he took up his parable, and said, Balak the King of 
Moab hath brought me from Aram, out of the mountains of 

. the east, saying, Come, curse me Jacob, and come, defy Israel. 

8 How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed ? or how 
shall I defy, whom the Lord hath not defied ? 

9 For from the top of the rocks I sec him, and from the 
hills I behold him : lo, the people shall dwell alon(;, and shall 
not be reckoned among the nations. 

10 Who can count the dust of Jacob, and the number of 
the fourth part of Israel? Let me die the death of the 
righteous, and let my last end be like his ! 

11 And Balak said unto Balaam, What hast thou done unto 
me ? I took thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou 
hast blessed them altogether. 

12 And he answered and said, Must I not take heed to 
speak that which the Lord hath put in my mouth ? 

18 And Balak said unto him. Come, I pray thee, with me 
unto another place, from whence thou mayest sec them : thou 
shalt s^ but the utmost part of them, and shalt not see them 
all : and curse me them from thence. 

16 Ajid the Lord met Balaam, and put a word in his 
mouth, and said, Go again unto BalaJc, and say thus. 

19 God is not a man, that he should lie ; neither the son of 
man, that he should repent : hath he said, and shall he not do 
it ? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good ? 

20 Behold, I have received commandment to bless : and he 
hath blessed ; and I cannot reverse it. 

21 He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath ho 
seen perverseness in Israel ; the Lord his God is with him, 
and the shout of a king is among them. 

22 God brought them out of Egypt j he hath as it were the 
strength of an unicorn. 

28 Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is 
there any divination against Israel : according to this time it 
shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, A\ hat hath G(A wrought ! 

24 Behold, the people shall rise up as a great lion, and lift 
up himself as a young lion : he shall not lie down luitil he eat 
of the prey, and drink the blood of the slain. 

26 And Balak said unto Balaam, Neither curse them at all, 

.nor bless them at all. , , m 1 1 

26 But Balaam answered and said unto Balak, Told not I 
thee, saying. All that the Lord speaketh, that I must do ? 

B ro a OT lo MW xn?o»r Nujcbbbs xxin.-y Though wicked men may 
. ebstiiiately rebel against God, yet he will employ them os means for | 

hiii pmyie. Haw remarkably this truth IS confirmed I 


sStdjfflmsteidBd by the msjtory^cf Balaam,' an enemy of God, and who 
kngoa tim destrueti^ of the Chmxsh of God ! As God holds the 


winds in his fist, and restrains the tempest, he restrained the bias 
pheming lips of the sorcerer, and compelled his reluctant tongue, ir 
strains of glowing poetry, to proclaim Isracrs greatness, security, 
and glory. Let us rejoice in the blessedness of the people of God, 
and may wfi be sharers with them in their blessedness ; they ore for 
over free from the curso of a broken law, having tlie righteousness 
of Christ imputed to thorn, by which the curso is for over njmovcd, 
and their pardon of sin and acoeptunco with God for over secured. 
0 may that blessedness be ours, and may wo bo among tho number 
of those who arc in Christ Jesus and who cannot bo condemned, and 
who have therefore peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Cluist. 
Amen. 

PRAYER. 

T^E thank and praise thee, gracious and bountiful Jehovah, 
that after the testimonies of tliy pro\’idential kindness 
experienced during the past night, we are favoured with another 
opportunity of uniting as a family, in expressing before thy 
tlirone our homage, our adorations, and our thanksgivings. We 
adore thee, O Lord, in thy faithfulness and truth. Thou art 
not a man, that thou shouldcst lie, nor the sou of man, that 
thou shouldest repent. Thou hast said, and thou wilt do it; 
thou hast spoken, and thou wilt make it good. Heaven and 
earth shall sooner pass away, than the word of thy promise 
fail. Lord, teach us to rejoice in the stability of thy promises, 
which are engraved as in ctdmal brass. 

We confess before thee, thou holy and heaiii-searching God, 
that ])y our sins wc have exjiosed ourselves to thy wrath and 
curse. Wc rejoice that, in thy gracious wisdom, thou hast 
found a blessed method by which this curse may bo removed. 
Divine Redeemer, tlioii didst endure the cross for us; and 
for us tliou didst bear the awful curse away. Give us the 
blessing of thy salvation : then we need not fear the enmity 
of men or devils; for who can curse, whom God hath not 
cursed? or who can defy, whom God hath not defied? 

We rejoice in the blessed security of thy Church and people. 
Thou hast clothed them with the rigliteonsness of thy Son. 
Clothe us, we earnestly pray, with tlie righteousness of thy 
Son: then the guilt of all our sins shall be for ever washed 
away ; then shall we be sharers of the privileges of thy saved 
and justified people, in whom thou dost not behold iniquity, 
nor see perverseness. O Lord, be in the midst of us os a 
family and as a congregation. May the Lord our God be 
with us, and may the shout of a king, even of King Jesus, be 
heard among us. May our minds be deeply and dclightfiilly 
impressed with the privileges of thy Church. After all the 
attempts of thine enemies to destroy tho sacred vine thou hast 
planted, wo praise thee that the lapse of more than five thou- 
sand years confirms the truth, that there is no enchantment 
against Jacob, neither is there divination against Israel. 

May the blessedness and safety of thy Church allure our* 
dear children to seek a saving connection with Christ and his 
Church, O teach them and our domestics to say, We will go 
with you, for God is with you. 

Wc adore thy name, 0 Jesus, for what thou hast done for 
our fallen race. When wc think of the satisfaction thou hast 
given to offended justice, we have reason to sing, What hath 
God wrought! When we think of the great salvation thou 
hast accomplished, and the victory thou hast gained over death 
and sin, we have reason to sing. What hath God wrought ! • 
When we think on what thou hast done for thy Church imd 
people in these lands of our nativity, we have reason to sing, 
What hath God wrought 1 

Almighty 6aviour, make us, and all our relatives and friends, 
the trophies of thy grace ; and may we at last meet on the 
verdant plaiAs of the heavenly Canaan : then shall wo have 
reason through eternity to sing, What hath God wTought ! 

Preserve us, O Lord, from Sie temptations and assist tis in 
the duties of this <lay, ibr Jesus^ sake. Amen. 
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NINETEENTH WEEK 


V Christ’s example. 

Awfieuta. New Sahbath. Langden. L. k. 

1 A ND is the gospel peace love ? 

Such let our conversation be ; 

The serpent blended with the dove, 

Wisdom and meek simidicity. 

2 Whene’er the angry passions rise, 

And tempt our thoughts or tongues to strife, 

To Jesus let us lift our eyes,^ 

Bright pattern of the Christian life ! 

3 0, how benevolent and kind ! 

JFow mild ! how ready to forgive ! 

Be this the temper of our mind, 

And these the rules by which we live ! StiiELE. 


JOHN XIII. 

Jesus washing the Disciples* Feet. 

lyrOW before the feast of the passover, Avhen Jesus knew 
that his hour was come, that he should depart out of tliis 
world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in 
the world, he loved them unto the end. 

2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into 
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him ; 

8 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into 
his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God ; 

4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments ; and 
took a towel, and girded liimself. 

5 After that he pourcth water into a bason, and began to 
wash his disciidcs’ feet, and to wipe i/ie?n with the towel 
wherewith he was girded. 

6 Then . cometh lie to Simon Peter : and Peter said unto 
liim, Lord, dost thou wash iny feet ? 

7 Jesus answered and said unto him. What I do thou 
kuowest not now ; but thou shalt know hereafter. 

8 Peter saith unto him, ’fhou sludt never wash tny feet. 
Jesus answered him, If 1 wash thee not, thou hast no part 
with me. 

9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, hut 
also hands and my head. 

10 Jesus saith to him, IIc that is w ashed needeth not save 
to wash his feet, but is clean every wliit : and yo are clean, 
but not all. 

1 1 l?or ho knew who slioidd betray him ; therefore said he. 
Ye arc not all clean. 

12 So, after lie had waslied their feet, and liad taken his 
garments, and was set down again, he said unto them. Know 
ye what I have done to you ? 

13 Yc call me Master and Lord : and yc say well; for so 1 
am. 

14 If I then, your Ijord and Master, have washed your 
feet ; ye also ought to w^ash one another’s feet. 

15 For 1 have given you an example, that yo should do as 
I I have done to you. 

I 16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, llic servant is not greater 
I than his lord ; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent 
him. 

17 If ye know these tilings, happy arc ye if ye do them. 

- 18 I speak not of you all; I know whom I have chosen; 

but, that the scripture may be fulfilled. He that eateth bread 
with me liath lifted up Ins heel against me. 

19 Now I tell you before it come, that when it is come to 
paas^ ye may believe that I am he, \ 


Eevleoxioks upok Jouif xui.— *Our Saviour’s prospect of his 
Bttfferiiigs was awMly solemn, clear, and distinct. He all be 
abould sutfer from, demons, from men, find from offemded justice ; yet 
this knowledge did not in the slightest degree lessen the ardour of ms 
love to bis people, which was the moving cause of all he became, did. 


TtJBBDAY KVENINQ* 


and suffered. What a speotade of mural denadation--«Jula8haTi^ 
the name and office of a disciple, and atimdln| in the midst of the 
disciples of Jesus, yet possessed of a devil, and to deliver 

up his Master into the nonds of his murderers I jEKu Jeeua wadi the 
foot of the disciples ? Let us admire bis kindness and condetoemion ; 
and let us seek grace to imitate his lovely axample, in humility, self- 
denial, gentLeness, and love. Did he wadi his dimiples’ feetr Let 
it be our earnest prayer that we by the merit of hiU atonement may 
bo washed from mn’s guilt, and by the influences of his Spirit may 
bo washed from sin’s x>ollution. 


PRAYER. 

W E praise thee, O Father of our spirits, that we are 
permitted, after the temporal en^ements of the day, 
to abstract our thoughts from worldly objects, and enjoy con- 
verse with thee, in whose presence is fulness of joy, and at 
whose right-hand arc pleasures for evermore. Blessea shall we 
be, if w c arc enabled at this time to present our family-prayer, 
by the gracious aid of the Holy Ghost, in a spirit of grace 
and 8upi)licatioii ; and if we offer up our supplications In the 
exercise of a lively dependence upon the merits of Jesus, our 
prayers shall be accepted. 

Infinitely exalted Jehovah, w^e adore thee in all thy mighty 
acts, and we desire to praise thee according to thine exeeUent 
greatness. O that we could sing unto the Lord a new song, 
and praise thee in the congregation of saints I As a &mily 
may we rejoice in thee who modest us, and as thy children may 
wc be Joyful in tliee our King. 

Accept of our thanks, gracious God, for the mercies of the 
day. Wc thank thee that the stream of thy jirovidential good- 
ness lias never failed, and that we are allowed, day after day, 
to drink and bo refreshed with its consoling waters. May 
our daily guilt bo washed away by the continued merit of our 
Saviour’s blood. Take us unaer thy care this night. In the 
prospect of the long night of death, we would commit our- 
selves to thy care, O Jesus; then we shall be delivered from 
the sting of death, and smile at the ravages of the tomb. 

Teach o%ir beloved children and domestics to think with 
solemnity on the event of their own death. Convince them that, 
without an interest in Christ, death will prove a pctssqge to the 
abodes of perdition. May they, therefore, flee to Jesus now. 
May our aged friends, who have the near prospect oi 
exchanging time for eternity, exercise a firm faith in Clirist : 
then death will he stripjiea of all itfi terrors, and Hiey shall 
long with lively hope to enter the house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. 

We invoke thy blessing, O Lord, to attend the reading of 
the Word of life. We have now heard of Satan entering Into 
the heart of Judas ; Lord, preserve us from the influence and 
suggestions of that adversary of souls. 

We bless thoe, O Jesus, that thou hast left us an example 
that we should follow thy steps. Thou hast said, I have given 
you an example, and ye should do as I have done to you. As 
a family, may it be our constant study to follow the example 
of Christ. May we follow the example of our Saviour’s 
mercy. May we feel for the bodily sufferings of our friez^, 
but, above all, for the souls of such among tiicm as aro living 
witliout God and without hope in the world. May we frflloir 
the example of our Saviour’s activity and seal. Make us truly 
zealous for the Lord of hosts, and for the growing proimerity 
of Immanuel’s kingdom. May we follow the exam]^ Olir 
Saviour’s humility and condescension. May we know that the 
greatest of all is the servant of all. O Jesus, as didst 
wash the feet of thy disciples, wash our hearts^ Spriiddo 
clean water upon us, and we shidl he clean: wash xmf 
shall.be whiter than the snow. Hear us |ra<^)ndy> ^ ifeM 
sake. And may the grace eff the Iidrd Jesus 
us all Amen. " 




IHNSWNTH WEBK.— WEDNESDAY MOEN0IO, 


TO JPEOTAOATB TKB OOgPBli TjttBOUOBQVT THK BAETH. 
Afiha VMk, Jkinstmh l . m . 

1 1^0* fcYourgJ Britons, and proclaiaa 
^ The kind Bodeemer you have fouijd j 
Bubiish hii ever-preGious name 

To all the wondering nations roun^ 

2 (K tell Iho unlettered, wretched ^ve, 

"^^0 groans beneath a tyrant’s rod, 

Ton bring a freedom bought with blood, 

The blood of an incarnate God. 

8 And tell the panting sable chief, 

On Ethiopia’s scorching sand, 

You como with a refreshing stream 

To oheor and bless his thirsty land. Vokg. 


NUMBERS XXIV. 

ImxUl't Ht^int»9 and the Star of Jacob, 

A nd he took up his parable, and said, Balaam the son of 
Beor hath said, and the man whose eyes are open hath said : 
4 He hath said, which heard the words of God, Avhicli saw 
the vision of the Almighty, falling into a trance^ but having 
his eyes open : 

5 How goodly arc thy tents, 0 Jacob, and thy tabernaoles, 
O Israeli 

6 As the valleys are they spread forth, as gardens l)y the 
river's side, as the trees of lign aloes wliich the Loud hath 
planted, and as cedar trees beside the waters. 

7 He shall pour the water out of his buekets, and liis seed 
nhall be in many waters, and liis king sliall be higher than 
Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted. 

8 God brought him forth out of Egypt ; he hath as it were 
the strength of an unicorn : he shall cat up the nations his 
enemies, and shall break their hones, and pierce them through 
with his arrows. 

9 He couched, he lay down as a lion, and as a great lion : 
who shall stir him up ? Blessed is he that hhisseth thee, and 
cursed is he that curseth thee. 

16 And he took up his parable, and said, Balaam the son of 
Beor hath said, and the man whose eyes are open hath said : 

17 I shall see him, but not now : I shall behold him, but 
not ni^h : there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre 
shall nse out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, 
and destroy all the children of Sheth. 

18 And Edom shall be a possession, Seir also shall he a 
possession for his enemies ; and Israel shall do valiantly. 

19 Out of Jacob shall come lie that shall have dominion, 
and shall destroy him that remaineth of the city. 

20 And when he looked on Amalek, he took up his parable, 
and said, Amalek was the first of the nations; but his latter 
end shall be that he perish for ever. 

21 And he looked on the Kenites, and took up his parable, 
and said, Strong is thy dwelling-place, and thou puttest thy 
nest in a rock. 

22 Nevertheless the Kcnite shall he wasted, until Asshur 
shtM ciurry thee away captive. 

„ W Am took up his parable, and said, AIm, who shall 
live when God doeth this I 

llBiXBonoirs irroif Nxjotbbs xxt7. — Many, like Balaam, have the 
eyoi| of a convinood consoience opened, while, alas ! the eyes of ^eir 
undbrsteoidhig are not savingly enlightened. Balaam saw a vision 
of God:- jnaT we by i^th see jfesus as the Lord our God, and say in 
aoMuris bf t&mkftimass and joy, ** Whom having not seen with the 
Sf Ofi W love*" Bow comoly is tho Church of God ! Is it a 
XtisattavsidoeU^ of which Christ is the chief 

Xe it n tiijl It h«& selvition fbr wsBs and bul- 
watiuu Is it a gardonf Xtia loU of tho plants of gnioo, watered 


by the influences of the.8pirit| A^:'llhiiniinatca by tho vivifying 
enlivening, and fructifying beams of the Sun^of righteousness. By 
the prophetic glance Balaam saw- David in tJm distance as a bright 
star, who should arise for the punishment of Isra^Vs enemies. Let 
us rejoice in Jesus os tho bright and morning star W^o has risen for 
the deliverance of his Church, and for the dostniction of all her 
enemies. 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD, we acknowledge thee in thine almighty power, and 
” in thy universal dominion. How insignificant are the 
greatest of created beings compared with thee 1 and witli what 
case art thou able in one moment to crush the power of thine 
enemies, even when they rise up against thy Chiuxih in tho ipost 
formidable legions ! Were they countless as the stars, they 
would in thy presence be only as chaff before the wind, and as 
a rolling thing before the whirlwind. O Ilow glorious thou 
didst appear when thou hroughtest forth thy people out of 
^ it were tho strength of an unicorn. As 
to those who rebel against thee, thou shalt cat up the nations 
thine enemies ; thou wilt break their hones, and pierce them 
through with thine arrows. Who can stand before thee, when 
once thy wrath is kindled only for a little ? Who can abide 
the fierceness of thine indignation? The very rocks melt in 
thy presence, and the lofty mountains arc removed out of their 
place. Blessed arc all they whom thou dost bless; all the 
maledictions of devils cannot affect them. Infinitely miserable 
is the doom of those on whom thy curse descends, for the bless- 
ings of all the angels of heaven can avail tljcm uotliing. Tlirougli 
Jesus may we obtain tliy blessings : then we shall not fear the 
wrath of our most furious enemies. Through Jesus may we 
obtain deliverance from thy curse : then shall we sing, Neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, shall he able to separate 
us from the love of God, wdiich is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

We praiscj thee, O Lord, for the love thou bcarest to the 
Church, and for the comely ornaments with which thou hast 
adorned her. If we look to the person of thy bride, she is all 
glorious within, her raiment is of wrought gold. If we look to 
thy Church as resembling a vast encampment of travellers to a 
distant land, wiiat reason have w^e to exclaim, IIcw goodly are 
thy tents, O Jacob! and thy tabernacles, O Israel! As the 
valleys, O Lord, thy people are spread forth, as gardens by tho 
river’s side, as trees which the Lord hath planted, and as cedar- 
ti’ces beside the waters. Ijord, increase the number of thy 
people, and let the various tribes of men soon hccomo the de- 
vout worshippers of Jehovah. Speedily, O Lord, banish frpm 
the face of the earth all the hateful abominations of supersti- 
tion and idolatry. Jesus, thou glorious stab who hast come 
out of Jacob, come and enlighten our hearts, and shine brightly 
in the midst of us as a family, and shed thy blessed beams 
abundantly in the midst of our congregation, and banish from 
our land dl that darkness which still envelops the minds of 
thousands. Wc rejoice, O Jesus, that thy mediatorial sceptre 
has risen out of Israel. We desire to bow before thy scqitre. 

0 teach our dear children to bow before thy yracious autho- 
rity, As Esther touched the golden sceptre of the ^ing and 
lived, may they and our domestics by faith touch the sceptre cf 
a Saviour* s mercy and live for ever. 

Look with gracious pity on all our graceless relatives and ' 
friends, and subdue them by thy grace. Make them willing 
subjects in the day of thy power. Let that day now dawn 
upon their soul, and may the shades of their night of spiritual 
death flee away for ever. 

May the stoength we have derived from the rest and sleep of 
the last night be devoted to thy service this day. We thank 
God for all his merofes. May oar feeble ^yers be answeredi 
for the sake ci Jeana our Intercessor and Saviour. Amen. 
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NINETEENTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING-. 


JE8UB AT BIS TABLE. 

W0r*Hck, OrevUle, Abingdon* IrUh* 

1 ^HE momory of onr dying Lord 
^ Awakes a thankful tongue : 

How rich he spread his royal hoard, 

And blessed the food, and sung ! 

2 Happy the men that oat this bread 

But doubly blessed was he 
That gently bowed his loving head. 
And leaned it, Lord, on thee. 

8 By faith the same d(ilightB wo taste 
As that great favourite did. 

And sit and lean on Jesus^ breast. 
And take the heavenly bread. 


VVatto, 15, B. ///. 


JOHN 

Sitfan entcjnvg in to Jwlaa. 


"^ERILY, verily, I say unto you, He that rcceivcth wliom- 

▼ soever I send receiveth me; and he that recciveth me 
receiveth him that sent me. 

21 When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and 
testified, and said. Verily, verily, I say unto you, That one of 
you shall betray me. 

22 Tlicn the disciples looked one on another, doubting of 
whom he spake. 

' 23 Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of his 

disciples, whom Jesus loved. 

24 Simon Peter therefijre beckoned to liim, that lie should 
ask who it should be of whom he spake. j 

26 He then lying on Jesus’ breast saith unto him, Lord, 
who is it ? 

26 Jesus answered. He it is to whom I shall give a sop, 
when I have dipped ti. And when he had dipped the sop, he | 
gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. 

27 And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said 
Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do quickly. 

28 Now no man at the table knew for what intent he spake 
Uiis unto him. 

29 For some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, 
that Jesus had said unto him, Buy those things that we have 
need of against the feast ; or, that he should give something 
to the poor. 

80 He then, having received the sop, went immediately 
out : and it was night. 

81 Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus said, Now is the 
Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 

! 32 If God be glorified in him, God shall also glorify him in 

himself, and shall straightway glorify him : 

83 Little children, yet a little while I ani with you. Yc 
shall seek me : and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye 
cannot come ; so now I say to you. 

84 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 
another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 

86 By this shall all men know that ye arc my disciples, if 
ye have love one to another. 

86 Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither goest thou ? 
Jesus answered him, Whither I go, thou const not follow me 
now; but thou shalt follow me afterwards. 

87' Peter^ said unto him. Lord, why cannot I follow thee 
now? I will lay down my life for thy sake. 

88 Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for ray 
sake ? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow, 
till thou hast denied me thrice. 

^ Hb7XJB(jiiok 8 vposr JoHK xnt.-— The holy ministry deserves our 
hipest respeot, for it is of Divine institutioii ; and Jesus considers 
himself dei^dsed when his mimsters are rejected, and honoured 
when they are acom>ted and esteemed. The treacherv of Judas 


added greatly to our Saviour's sorrow ; and he was more griev^ fin 
the sin^lness of the man's act, than for tiie snjSeoing which it in- 
flicted upon himself. We should carefully and impaitially examine 
our hearts, that we may become acquainted with ' our corruptions, 
and be stimulated eaamestly to pray that we may be preserved frmn all 
the tendencies of our natural depravity. They too are in a state 
of nature, aro under Satan's despotism. Their flmulties, powers, 
and affections, are under his dominion. But when graoe enters the 
soul the tyrant is hurled from his throne, and the soul is brought 
under the mild government of Jesus. ^ 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, thou art the mighty sovermgn of the 
universe. Wc adore thee in thy majesty and in thy con- 
descension. In thy majesty thou art infinitely superior to the 
loftiest of archangels; and in thy condescension thou dost 
stoop down to hear the prayers of the meanest of thy people* 
While thou acceptest the praises of glowing seraphim, thou 
dost not despise the adorations of babes and sucklings. Though 
in thine unveiled glory heaven is thy peculiar abode, still thou 
deliglitest to dwell with those who are of u humble and con- 
trite heart, to give them the honour of being thy children, and 
at last to exalt them to thy heaven. 

At the close of another day, while wc thank thee for cem- 
tinued mercies, wc would humbly pray for the pardon of 
continued sins. Our daily sins call for daily penitence. Lord, 
give us repentance unto life ; and may we daily look to the 
blood of J esus, which speaketh better tnings than the blood ot 
Abel. May all of us know what it is to derive comfort and 
peace from the fountain opened for sin and uncleanness. This 
evening may our souls and lives be graciously preserved. May 
the sun not smite us by day, nor the moon by night. May our 
sleep l)e sweetened by the conviction that God is our God, and 
that our souls are bound up in the bundle of life. 

Holy Lord God, wc acknowledge the treachery and depravity 
of our sinful hearts. Wc have now read of the sin of Judas, 
and wc confess that, if we were left to follow the dictates of 
our own minds, like him we should deny and betray our Lord. 
What arc we more than others? We are fallen, and guilty, 
and vile I Thy restraining mercy alone hath preserved us 
from ten thousand sins and snares, into which wc should have 
been precipitated by our own lusts. We take no glory to 
ourselves, but would ascribe to thee all the gloiy and all the 
praise. Lord, preserve us from the^sin of backsliding, and 
from the still more awful sin of apostacy. 

Give our dear children grace to take up a Christian pro- 
fession ; and when it is taken up, constantly to maintain it, till 
the close of life. May they and our domestics begin the jour- 
ney to heaven, and mag they hold on their way rejoicing. 

We thank thee, O Saviour, for all the ordinances of thine 
appointment. May we know what it is conscientiously to ob- 
serve them all ; and may we know what it is to enjoy fellow- 
ship with God in all his ordinances. O Jesus, may we seek 
thee in thine ordinances, and may wa find thee. We thank 
thee especially for the ordinance of the Supper. Such of us 
as observe it, may we, like John, lean by faith on Jesus' 
bosom, and learn to see the infinite superiority of the love of 
Jesus above the regard of the fondest and the dearest 
earthly Felations. 

O teach our aged relatives to lean more and more on Jetos^ 
breast. May they find their spiritual strength increesiiig 
every day, and their hope* of heaven shining more and nuMre 
unto the perfect day. 

May the rashness of Peter teach us never to trust in^graoe 
received, but to employ grace in trusting a nd depettding on 
Chnst alone, to stand fast and persevere* suxmottntiiisr itnxT I 
obstadeimdeonquisring every fo^ , 

All we ask is for Jesus^ gake« Amen. 




NINETBENTH WEEK*— THUESDAY MORNING. 


«ATE AND HAPPY DEATH. 

Pla/iiu S&mUy. BraAnim. Portia o. x. 

1 y OBD ! must I dio ? 0 let me die 
" Trusting in thee alone ! 

MjJmm testimony given, 

Then leave my one ! 

2 If I must die — 0 let me die 

In faith and free from doubt, 

Clothed in my Saviour^s righteousness, 

And^ sanctified throughout. 

SKI must die — as die I must — 

Lot some kind seraph como 
And bear me on his Mendly wing 

To my celestial homo. Akou. 


NUMBERS XXVII. 

lb 

Cfunce of Jothua, 

A ND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

7 The daughters of Zelophehad speak right : thou shalt 
surely give them a possession of an inheritance among their 
father^s brethren ; and thou shalt cause the inheritance of tlieir 
father to pass unto them. 

8 And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying. 
If a man die, and have no son, then ye shall cause his irilicrit- 
ance to pass unto his xlaughter. 

9 And if he have no daughter, then ye shall give his in- 
heritance unto his brethren. 

10 And if he have no brethren, then ye shall give his 
inheritance unto his father^s brethren. 

11 And if his father have no brethren, tlien ye shall give 
his inheritance unto his kinsman that is next to him of his 
family, and he shall possess it ; and it shall be unto the chil- 
dren of Israel a statute of judgment, as the Loud commanded 
Moses. 

12 And the Lord said unto Moses, Get thee up into this 
mount Abarim, and see the land which 1 have given unto the 
children of Israel. 

18 And when thou hast seen it, thou also shalt be gathered 
unto thy people, as Aaron thy brother was gathered. 

14 For ye rebelled against my commandment in the desert 
of Zin, in the strife of the congregation, to sanctify me at the 
water before their eyes: that is the water of Meribah, in 
Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin. 

16 And Moses spake unto the Loud, saying, 

16 Let the Loud, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a 
man over the congregation. 

17 Which may go out before them, and which may go in 
before them, and which may lead them out, and which may 
bring them in ; that the cougregation of the Loud be not as 
sheep which have no shepherd. 

18 And the Loud said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the 
■on of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay thine hand 
upon him; 

19 And set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the 
congregation ; and give him a charge in their sight. 

And thou shalt put some of thine honour upon him, 
that all the congregation of the children of Israel may be 

obedient. . . 

21 And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall 
ask counsel for him after the judgment of Uriin before the 
Lord : at his word shall they go out, and at his word they 
•hall come in, Mh he, and all the children of Israel with him, 

even aU the congregation. , , , . i , 

22 And Moses md as the Lord commanded him; and he 
took Joshna, msd set him before Eleazar the priest, and before 

And^ laid his hands upon him, and gave him a charge, 
as oommaiidiodbj the hand of Moses. 


Repleotions upon NmcBEas xxvn. — ^The daughters of Zolophohad 
obtained a valuable earthly inheritanoe, of which Uiey have long 
since been deprived by deam. May we possess a title to u heavenly ' 
inheritance b^ond the skies, moro valuable than all the kingdoms of ' 
the world, ana which shall endure for ever. It is of little import- 
ance to live and die without on earthly inheritance ; but it is of 
infinite importance to be able to say in the sublime and animating 
strains of an apostle, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who according to his abundant mercy hath begotten 
us again unto a lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, to an inheritance mcorruptiblo and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away.*^ 0 may that inheritance bo ours ! 


PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, wc desire thy grace, that, with the 
return of another clay, we may rejoice in thee with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory. We adore tlico as a God of 
sovereign and boundless mercy. Though thou rcceivest con* , 
stantly the enraptured praises of spotless angels, whose nature ' 
was never aftected by sin, yet thou takest pleasure in thy people, 
and thou wilt beautify tlic meek with salvation. 0 t^o us as 
a family, and put us among the number of thy people, and give 
us the pleasing evidence that we arc the objects of thy gra- 
cious and unmerited delight. Holy Spirit, make us meek and 
lowly in heart, and may w^e indeed be founcl among those whom 
thou dost beautify with the lovely and imperishable ornaments 
of salvation. 

We have now read of those who were anxious for an earthly 
name among tliy people : O make us anxious for a spiritum 
name in thy Church, even a name better than that of sons 
and of daughters, an everlasting name, that shall never be cut 
oflT. Wc liave now read of those who were concerned for an 
eartlily inheritance ; O Lord, make us truly concerned for a 
lieavenly inheritance — an inheritance of grace and of glory — 
an inheritance incorruptible and undefilcd, and that never 
fades away. 

O take our children and domestics^ and give them the bless- 
ing of adoption. Put them^ we pray^ among thy childreUf 
and give them the goodly heritage of the host of nations* 
Prepare us, O Lord, for our latter emd, and sanctify to us 
every warning of our approaching dissolution. Mav we look 
upon the death of relatives as solemn warnings, and may we 
hear the voice of Providence saying to us. Prepare to meet 
thy (Jod. When the hand of disease is upon us, and when 
wc arc stretched upon the bed of affliction, may we hear the 
voice of Providence saying to us, Prepare to meet thy God. 

As Moses obtained a sight of the earthly Canaan before his 
death, may wc obtain, by faith, a sight of the celestial Canaan 
before we die. While thy venerable servant saw the earthly 
(Canaan he never possessed, may we obtain a blessed view of 
heaven as our home. May the thought of mingling with 
angels and saints, may the hope of l^holding the glorious 
Jeliovali, may the expectation of seeing the King in his 
beauty, make us long to depart and be with Christ, which is 
far better. Deliver us, heavenly Father, from the fear of death. 
May we look upon it as a conquered enemy, may we see the 
sting is gone, may we believe it is changed into a friend ; and 
may we rejoice that Jesus can make the bed of death feel soft 
as downy pillows are. O may we lean our head, when we are - 
called to me, on the bosom of our Saviour, and there sweetly 
breathe out our life. 

Holy Spirit, sanctify the death of ministers to their surviv- 
ing families and congregations. May the Spirit which rested 
on thy departed servants rest on their successors. 

Give us dUigence to serve thee this day, and to ^ke heed 
that we offend not our Gtod. We thank thee for the mercies of 
the night, and that we have been permitted to begin the day 
in fellowship with thee. . Hear us, for Jesus^ sake. Amen 


NINETEENTH WEEK.— THUBSPAT BVENINO. 


jr£nr« comfpbtinq his 

FfvMiim. Fwd* FdUU* 

1 T ET act your hearts with anxious thoughts 

Bo troubled or dismayed; 

But trust in providence Biyiue, 

And trust my gracious aid. 

2 I to my Father’s house return ; 

There numerous mansions stand, 

And glory manifold abounds 
Tlirough all the happy land. 

3 I go your entrance to secure, 

And your abode prepare ; 

Ib'gions unknown are safe to you 
When I, your friend, am tlicre. 


Robkhtson. 


JOHN XIV. 


ConiokUion to the Afflicted. 

L et not your heart be troubled : ye Mievc in God, believe 
also in me. 

2 In my Father's house arc many mansions : if ii were not 
90, 1 would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 

8 And if 1 go and prepare a place for yon, I will come 
again, and receive you unto myself; that where 1 am, there yc 
may he also. 

4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 

5 Thomas saith unto liini, Lord, wc knoiv not whither thou 
gocst : and liow can we know the way ? 

6 Jesus saith unto liim, I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life : no man cometli unto the Father but by me. 

7 If ye had known me, ye should Imvo known my Father 
also : and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. 

8 Philip said unto him, liord, shew us the Father, and it 
suffieeth us. 

9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, 
and yet hast thou not known me, Philip ? he that hath seen 
me nath seen the Father : and how sayest thou then, SJiew us 
the Father? 

10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in me ? the words that 1 speak unto you 1 speak not 
of myself ; but the Father, that dwelleth in mo, he doeth the 
works. 

11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in 
me : or else believe me for the very works' sake. 

12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that Ijelievetli on me, 
the works that I do shall he do also ; and greater works than 
these shall he do ; because I go unto my Fatlier. 

18 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 

14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. 

16 If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 

17 Even the Spirit of truth ; whom the world cannot con- 
ceive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him : hut ye 
know him ; for lie dweUcth with you, and shall be in you. 

18 I will not leave you comfortless : I will come to you. 

KxFLEcnoNs trpoiy Jouk xiv. — Jesus is the only fountain of con- 
solation; and it is only by faith wc can draw water from that foun- 
tain. Heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people ; and it is 
remarkable for its magnificence, accommodation, blesse^ess, and 
glory, 'fhough Jesus in his humanity is exalted to a throne far 
above the thrones of principalities and powers, of angels and oroh- 
ongols, in the heavenly places, ho retains a lively and laving remem- 
broaoe of all his people on earth ; and in his divini^ he will come 
most graeiottdy and tenderly to visit them on their ^ng h^, and 
aenvey^eir ranaomod souls to heaven's glory, for ever to enjoy his 


and enlightened, and from him we shall receive the glories of immor- 
tality'. -ru 

PBAYER. 

G i Lomous Jehovah and Hearer of prayer, wo bow before 
^ thee and adore thee in all the mysteries of thy nature artd 
perfections. God the Father, thou art in the Son, and the Son 
is in thee. God the Son, thou art in the Father, and he who 
hath seen thee hath seen the Father* God the Spirit, thou 
art the (Comforter whom the Father most graciously sends to 
alleviate the sufferings and soothe the sorrows of the saints. 
Father, Son, and Spirit, one God, wc adore thee. O God, we 
raise our shouts of praise to thee, and send them to thy throne 
above. To the united Three, the undivided One, wc would 
a.seribe all glory and grace, all power and majesty. 

Wc bless thee, most merciful Saviour, for the consolations 
held out for our acceptance in the very interesting portion of 
thy Word now read. With humility wo confess that We are 
infinitely unworthy of the slightest instance of thy goodness. 

I Wc are unworthy of one ray of comfort, and yet thou hfist 
i made the Sun of righteousness to shine upon us with healing 
in his wings. Wc arc unworthy of one drop of comfort, ana 
yet thou hast opened to our view and brought within our reach 
fountains of Divine consolation, whence flow rivers of eternal 
pleasure. What mercy is this! We are unworthy of one 
momeni's duration of comfort, and yet thou hast prepared for 
our enjoyment a heaven of eternal blessedness. What 
is this ! 

Teach us, Holy Spirit, to take and enjoy the sw^eet congt^!; 
tion oflered us by the Word of Christ. Let no cartWy 
tiou overwhelm us. Let not our minds be sinfully troRtfiKj 
by the, death of friends. May we believe in Jesus as 
unchanging and eternal friend. , 

If our beloved children should be left orphans^ 
not be left comfortless. May they believe in ihee^ 0 Je!^ 
then thou wilt take them up^ and be better to tkem^ 
better^ than any earthly parent. ^ 

When wc arc deprived of earthly property in this chanjp^^ 
world, let us not be sinfully trouoled; may we beUevf 
Jesus, that wc liavc in Christ now, and shall yterwards 
in heaven, a better and more lasting inheritance, where 
changes of time are for ever unknownr When we are 
of bodily health, and laid upon the bed of languishino^^l^f 
not our minds be sinfully troubled; may we believe .in 
that w e shall be conveyed at death to the heavenly world, 
where there is no more sickness, nor pain, nor death, and 
where all the former things shall have passed away. Let not 
the minds of our aged friends be sinfully troubled, when they 
feel the infirmities and w^eakness and languor of advanced 
years. May they believe in Christ, that they shall obtain 
through his righteousness a place in those mansions of celes- 
tial glory where they shall for ever flourish in all the lovelinew 
of eternal youth. 

We thank thee, gracious Saviour, that we hayc heard of the 
glories of heaven, and that thou hast gone to prepare a piece 
for thy people. Wc bless thee that the Spirit is left on earth 
to make a prepared people for a prepared place. If there we 
any among us who have not yet experienced a saving cb^gf^ 
and who have not yet obtained a title to a. heavenly b(>n^e, tre 
earnestly plead with thee in their behalf. May thcgr i^t^ We 
at last meet before thy throne above. And may our $0rmni$ 
join the ^ransomed myriads before the (krone abiwe, . 

Pardon the sins and bless the duties of the may 

we preserved and Messed this night, for a exalted ^ 

Savibnris sake. Amen. / 


NINETEENTH WEEK.— PEIlDAY MOENTNG. 


Ur£TT OF BELIEVERS. 

FwtwUh^ Smyrna. Hew. Purmm. 

1 A EIBB, my soul, my joyftd powers, 
^ And tnumph in my God ; 

AMrake, my voice, and loud prodoini 

His glorious grace abroad. 

2 He raised me from the deeps of sin, 

The gates of gaping hell, 

And fixed my standing more secure 
' Than Hwas before I fell. 

3 The arms of everlasting love 

Beneath my soul he placed, 

* And on the rock of ages set 

My^slippery footsteps fast. Wat; 


WATiri, 02, B, 11. 


NUMBERS XXXI. 

Midi(miU.9 destroyed, 

\ ND tho Loud spake unto Moses, saying, 

2 Avenge the children of Israel of the Midianites : after- 
ward shalt thou be gathered unto thy people. 

» 8 And Moses spake unto the people, saying. Arm some 

of jrourselves unto the war, and let them go against the 
Midianites, and avenge the Loud of ]Midian. 

4 Of every tribe a thousand, throughout all the tribes of 
Israel, shall ye scud to the war. 

6 So there were delivered out of the thousands of Israel, a 
. thousand of every tribe, twelve thousand armed for war. 

6 And Moses sent them to the war, a thousand of every 
tribe, them and Phinehas the son of Eleazar tlie priest, to the 
the holy instruments, and the trumpets to blow, in 

jf3ify*;And they wanted against the Midianites, as the Loud 
: fld^^anded Moses ; and they slew all the males, 
t • And they slew the kings of Midian, beside the rest of 
1 that were slain ; namely ^ Evi, and llekem, and Zur, and 
and Reba, five kings of Midian : Balaam also the son of 
they slew with the sword. 

And the children of Israel took all the women of Midian 
^ ^ and their little ones, and took the spoil of all tlicir 
f and all their fiocks, and all their goods. 

I i they burnt all their cities wherein they dwelt, and 

^ goodly castles, with fire. 

^ they took all the spoil, and all the prey, balh of 

' of beasts. 

^ brought the captives, and the prey, and the 

Moses, and Eleazar the priest, and unto the 
|! of the children of Israel, unto the camp at 

' the pimns of Moab, which are by Jordan near Jericho. 

48 And the officers, which were over thousands of the host, 
the ciwtains of thousands, and captains of hundreds, came near 
unto Moses : 

49 And they said unto Moses, Thy servants have taken the 
sum of the men of war which are under our charge, and there 
lacketh not one man of us. 

60 We have therefore brought an oblation for tho Lord, 
what every m an hath gotten, of jewels of gold, chains, and 
bracelets, rings, earrings, and tablets, to make an atonement 
for our Bouisl^ore the Lord. 

. 51 And Moses and Eleazar the priest took the gold of them, 
evm all wrought jewels. * 

BtElitapqxmNS upon xxxi. — God secs all the iujurios which 

are^nifiioted Upon his people : ho considers them as done to himself; 

ha luM hoaVy Judgments m reserve for the enemies of his Ohnrch. 
Hd^ kirfliifl, God rises up in his wrath to execute his vengeance 
upon tite ensmiasef hbpecmls ] How awfiil, when he arose to punish 
erud Egypt! lEoW awfhl, whea ha arose to punish envious and 
mnUgnt^ ICidiatit Kow the time of Balaam^s awful retribution 
ani^ He wUbied to die tiia death of the righteous: how | 
dreadffil doom j Bv bis own kipfouB and obstinm will he was 


determined during his lifb to be gathered with sinners; and now, as 
tho just reward of his unrighteous deed by ensnaring Israel, and 
drawing them into the sin of uncleannoss and idolatry, he died tho 
death of tho wicked, ho fell before tho edge of the sword, and wont 
to his place. 

PRAYER. 

■^y^E adore thee, O Lord, as the Lord of hosts; and wo 
adore thee, O Jesus, as the Captain of our salvation. 
Thou art infinitely able to destroy all our enemies, and thou 
art infinitely willing to give us that Divine grace by which we, 
thy professed followers, shall obtain distinguish^ victories 
over all our spiritual foes. 

We desire to enter upon the duties and engagements of 
another day, under a due impression of thy kindness expe- 
rienced during the past night. Thou hast preserved us from 
disease and death, and thou hast spread over our dwelling- 
place the shield of thy protection. This day may we walk with 
God : and even when engaged in our usual daily employments, 
may we not be so occupied with tlie things of time as to pre- 
vent our thoughts and wishes and hopes and petitions wm 
occasionally ascending to thy heavenly tlirono. Alas, tliat 
it should ever be said of us, day after day, God is not in all 
their thoughts. 

Bless our offspring, and give them a saving knowledge qf 
things Divine, Give them and our domestics a thirst for that 
learning which is 7 iecessa 7 *y to prepare them for useful stations 
on earth; but, above all, give them that thirst for Divine 
leaiming which is necessary to jn'epare them for heaven. 

Sanctify to our minds the history we have now read of the 
battles and sins of the Israelites. While they sinned in 
showing mercy to a portion of the Midianites whom God 
commanded them to destroy, may we show no mercy to the 
lusts of the flesh or to the hateful ])a8sion8 of our corrupted 
minds. 0 give us that grace by wdiich w^e shall earnestly 
desire and pray that they may bo all destroyed. Teach us to 
say respecting each and all of them, Away with them, away 
with them; crucify them, crucify them. 

We ai’e by profession soldiers in Christ’s army ; may we be 
so in reality. Give us grace to know our enemies. Let us 
not look upon spiritual enemies in the light of friends. Let 
us not look on our sinfid desires, on oui* sinful habits, on om 
sinful prejudices, on our besetting sins, in the light of friends. 
May wc not behold them with a favourable eye, may wo not 
wish to spare them, but, though dear to us as a riglit hand or 
a right eye, may we pray and plead for their destruction. Wc 
acknowledge, O Lord, tliat in ourselves wo ore weak, and 
unable to contend successfully with onr corrujjtions and our 
lusts. O make us strong in the grace that is m Christ. By 
his wisdom may we be wise and skilful to defeat the plans of 
our spiritual enemies, and by his strength may we be strong to 
overcome and destroy them. May we not be intimidated by 
difficulties in our Christian warfare. May wo endure hardness, 
as good soldiers of Jesus Christ. We seek from our Divine 
Captain tho whole armour of God, even the graces of the 
Spmt, that we may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. Though we wrestle not merely against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities and powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, and against spmtual wickedness in 
high places, may we neither be discouraged nor afraid. May 
we pray always, with all prayer and supplication in the spirit, 
and may we watch thereunto with all perseverance aud sup- 
plication. 


shall be more than conanerora through him that loved ua. 

Hear and forgive, fef Jesus’ sake. And may the grace of 
the Lord Jesus, our blessed Surety, be with us all. Amen. 


NINETEENTH WEEK.— FjBIJDAY EVENING. 


« CHE18T THE VINE. 

Stratford. New York. CondaccneUn. a u. 

1 TESTJS, immutably tho same ! 

^ Tliou true and living Vino ! 

Around thy all-supporting stem 
My feeble arms I twine. 

^ 2 Quickened by thee, and kept alivcj, 

I flourish and boar fruit : 

My life I. from thy sap derive, 

My vigour from thy root, 

d I can do |iothing without theb ; 

My strength is wholly thine ; 

Withered ^d barren should J he 
If severed frotn the Vino. T'ow.ADr. 

JOliN XIV. 

' The Oomfmier, 

Y et a little while, and the world seeth me no more ; hut 
ye sec me : because 1 live, ye shall live also. 

20 At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and 
ye in me, and I in you. 

21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he 
it is that loveth me : and be that loveth me shall be loved of 
my Father, and I will tave him, and will manifest myself to 
him. 

22 Judas saitli unto liira, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that 
thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world ? 

23 Jesus answered and said unto him. If a man love me, he 
will keep my words : and my Father will love liim, and we will 
oomo unto him, and make our abode with him. 

24 He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings ; and the 
word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s which sent 
me. 

26 These things have I spoken unto you, being f/et present 
with you. 

26 But the Comforter; which in the Holy Ghost, wh^m the 
lather will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever 1 have 
said unto you. 

27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you : not 
as the world giveth, give 1 unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid. I 

28 Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and 
come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye w'ould rejoice, | 
because I said, I go unto the Father : for my Father is greater 
than I. 

29 And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, 
when it is come to pass, ye migh^' believe. 

80 Hereafter 1 will not talk mttoh^itb you : for the.princc 
of this world cometh, a^d hath, nothing in me'. 

31 But that the world may know that 1 love the Father; 
and as the Father gave me commandment, even so 1 do. 
Arise, let us go hence. 

JGHN XV. ^ 

Ohriit the THu Vine. 

T AM the tnie vino, and my Fathpr is the husbandman. 

^ 2 Every branch in iue. that beareth not fruit he taketh 
away : and every branch that beai^^&Uit, he purg6th it; that- 
it may bring forth more fruit, 

8 Jnow ye arc clean through the word which I have spoken 
unto you. 

4 Abide in me, and 1 in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit ot itself, except it abide in the vine ; no more can ye, 
except ye abi^ in me. 

5 1 am the vine, ye are the branches : he that abideth in 
me, and 1 in him, the same bringeth forth much frait : for 
without me ye can do nothing. 


BEfLEonoKS UPON JoHN xiT., xv.^How soou the bodily pn^i 
of Josus was withdrawn fh)iDi the eye and observation, of a xaalioio! 
world ! but his Divine and gracious presence has never been rexnov 
from his people on earth ; and they snail for ever e^joy bis feUowsh: 
in heaven, vmero their sun shall no more go down, Uod their mor 
no more withdraw her shining. What a wonderful uni<m of grace 
blessings, and privileges, wo see in tho believer ! In him we see 
holy delight in Christ’s commandments, love to Christ’s persoi 
conformity to his image, an imperishable interest in the love of tl 
Father and the Son, and the enjoyment of the comforting influence 
of tho Holy Ghost. What a ma^elious Yme is Jesus ! Ju his inca 
nation he was planted by his Fath^ ; he was out down at death, br 
in his re8urre<^tion he appeared as^he glorious living yine, bearit 
the rich dusters of the. blessings of BdVation for all ^'people. 

PRAYER. * 

l^OST gracious and merciful Father, we bow before thee i 
1 the name of Christ, and would mraw near to the Lor 
our God through him who is the way, the truth, and the life 
God the Father, we acknowledge thee as the Divine Husbam 
man. God the Son, we adore thee as the true Vine ; O m 
each one of us composing this family be branches in tbee, ti 
true Vine. God the Holy Ghost, we adore" thee as the Divir 
Comforter. Mercifully be to us as a Comforter — teach us “ 
things ; and particularly, when we engage in prayer, bring 
our remembrance those petitions which are necessary ar 
suitable to be presented before the throne of grace. 

Remember not against us, merciful Father, the oflfences 
the past day. May the thoughts, words, and actions whic 
have been at variance with thy holy will be forgiven, and the 
polluting influence and effects be washed away. We than 
thee for the meat which perisheth, but above all for Jest 
Christ and the blessings of salvatiou, the bread which euduret 
to ctcmal life. 

Give us the sleep of thy beloved this night; but mor 
cspccit^lly prepare us fqr that Heavenly land, our Father’s, hous 
above, of which it is said, there .shall be no night there. Prt 
pare us for that world, where tbb body is never borne dow 
with pain, nor exhausted with fatigue ; where the soul is neve: 
Jlerplcxed with doubt, nor oppressed with grief, but where a 
IS light, joy, and love. 

We acknowledge thee, O Jesus, as our life** Apply thes 
words with saving eflScacy to our souls: Because I five, y 
shall live also. O give us that spiritual life which flows fror 
union to thyself. As the branches derive sap and nourishmen 
from the vine, may we derive spiritual nourishment, life, me 
strength from thee as the life of thy Church. 

Separate our dear children Jrom the wild olive of cwmptet 
nature^ and may they be engrafted into Chruty the true Hne 
0 give us early evidences of a saving union being formed' be* 
tween them ana Jesuc; then we shaU lie doum in the dust 1 
peace, and look upon our, s^aration as only for a few shor 
days, when we shall meet in Heaven to part no more for ever. 

Jesus, thou Prince of peace, bestow on us, we humbly |my 
on all our relatives and friends, and on our domestics, that peae 
which passeth all undimst^ding. 0 '^ve us peace with God^ 
whom we have oflTended; and xn^ we see that he is reconoilec 
in Jesus. Give us peace with thh law as a oovenant : and mit; 
we see that; |3[e8U8 magnified ii and made it honourably anc 
therefore tiiat we iure for ever d^vered from its curse. Give 
us ^acc with conscience ; and may we see that our mm are 
pardoned, and that our guilt is for ever removed. Give u 
peace with one another ; and may we live in that holy bar 
mony and love which wUl prepare us for t]^ fbllowih% the 
saints in heaven. Say unto us, and to all our rdativey and t 
the coiigregatioh to which we bdlong, Peace I leave with you 
my peace Z give unto yont let not your heart H Ifroabled 
neither let it be afraid* 

Graciously hetur our prayers, for Jesus^ sake. Amen*. 






NiprEBBNTH WBBK.— SATU&DAY M6BNING. 


i4ir<m?ioATiOK 4Ki» thmoy, 

- MUw* SUmborough, c.u 

^ riii&eM hide our heads r 

2 ^ CSm xoobi oit Aouutains save ? 

V Or dull We vmv xkM m the ihades 
1 ; Of xnhjhiil^t Old the^grave ? 
a 1m theipe uo ehelter from the eye 
’ Of a reyenging Gpd i 
Jeiufl, to thy dear urounds we fly, 

Bedew us wi^ thy blood. 

‘ 8 Those guardian .^ops our Bouli secure, 

^d wash away our sin : 

Eternal justioe frowns no more, 
n .And conscience smiles within. WAvit*. 

I NTJl^RS XXXV. 

A the Lord spake unto ^oses in the plains of Moab by 
Jordan near Jericho, saying, 

Command the childr^ of Israel, that they give unto the 
Le^tes of the inheritance of their possession cities to dwell 
inf and ye shall give also unto the Levites suWbs for the 
dtiBs round about them. 

8 And the cities shall they have to dwell in; and the 
suburbs of them shall he for their cattle, and for their goods, 
ai||a for all their beasts. 

8 And among the cities which ye shall give unto the Levites 
there shall be six cities for refuge, which ye shall appoint for 
the manslayer, that he may flee thither : and to them ye shall 
add forty and two cities. 

7 all the cities which ye shall give to the Levites shall be 
forty and eight cities : them shall ye give with their suburbs. 

^ 8 And the cities which ye shall give shall he of the posses- 
sion of the children of Israel : from them that have many ye 
shall give many ; but from them that have few ye shall give 
few : every one shall give of his cities unto the Levites accord- 
ing to his inheritance which he inheriteth. 

* 9 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

10 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, 
When ye be come over Jordan into the land of Canaan; 

11 Then ve shall appoint you cities to be cities of refuge for 
y<m : that tne slayer may flee thither, which killeth any person 
at unawares. 

13 And they shall be unto you cities for refuge from the 
avenger; that the manslayer die not, until he stand before the 
congr^tion in judgment. 

18 And of these cities which ye shall give, six cities shall ye 
have for refuge. 

14 Ye shaU give three cities on this side Jordan, and three 
oitias shall ye give in the land of Canaan, which shall be cities 
of ref^* 

‘ -16 'mese six cities shall be a refuge, both for the children 
of Israel^ atid for the stranger, and for the sojourner among 
them : every one that killeth any person unawares may 

flee thither. 

^ 16 And if he smite him with an instrument of iron, so that 
he die^ he it a murderer : the murderer shall surely be put to 
death. 

3ut if he thrust him suddenly ^thout enmity, or have 
ppon him any thing without laying of wait, 

38 w with any stone, wherewith a man may die, seeing 
him ahd eaat U upon him, that he dici and was not his 
eneivm in^ harm .* 

SCTwbl ilm cemgregation shall judge between the slayer 
imd 

38 dudl deliver the slayer out of the 

hand of iem and the oonip^tion shaU 

restore him to mt mty rmofik whilto he was fled: and 


he shall abide in it unto the death of the high priest whioA 
was anointed with the holy oil. « F ^ 

Rtbflbctioks upok Nitkbxbs xxxr .— a Gospel ministry is the great 
privilege of the Christian Church, and it is the duty and honour of 
the people of God to make a suit^e provision for those who labour 
among them, in word and doctrine. Sinners, by their sinfulness and 
guilt, are exposed to great danger : they are obnoxious to Divine wrath 
and to offended justice ; they are the objects of Satan’s malice, and 
within the reach of his furious temptations and flery darts. But the 
Gospel makes known what poor sinners need who are pl^d in oiiv 
oumstances so perilous : a city of refuge is provide — that refUgo 
is Jesus, his righteousness, his mercy, and his covenant. 

PRAYER. 

"OATHER of our spirits, mercifully breathe upon us the 
Holy Ghost, while we fall prostrate before thy throne, to 
present our morning-sacrifice. Thy name alone is excellent, 
O I^rd ; thy glo^ is above the earth and the heavens. Thou 
art infinitely glorious in thyself, and in all thy works. All thy 
works praise thee. Thou art glorified in the sun and moon, 
and in all the stars of light. Thou gavest thy command, and 
they were All created. Tliou didst form the heaven of heavens, 
and the waters that are above the heavens. By thee they are 
established for ever ; and thou hast made a decree which they 
shall not pass. 

We thank thee, O Lord, that as a family we are preserved 
to see the light of the natural sun ; by faith may we behold 
the light of thy reconciled countenance, and by faith may we 
see Jesns, who is the light of the world. 

Mercifully give us strength of body and vigour of mind to 
engage in the various duties of the day. In the regularity of 
our duties in thy service, may we resemble the regularity of 
the sun. May daily mercies be followed by daily thanksgivings, 
and attended by the discharge of daily duties. 

Wc arc entering on the last day of the week : Lord, enable 
us to live as if it were the last day of our lives. We are draw- 
ing near the Christian Sabbath : may we conduct ourselves 
this day as if we were the expectants of a glorious Sabbath 
beyond the grave. 

May the reading of the Scriptures at this time be midered 
by thy Spirit profitable for our instruction in righteousness. 
We thank thee for the care manifested to thy ministers in all 
ages. Thou hast established a close connection between thy 
ministers and people. May thy ministers feel more and more 
this sacred connection, and most earnestly seek the eternal 
interests of the people. May the people feel this sacred con- 
nection more and more, and contribute by every^ appointed 
mean to comfort their ministers by their prayers and by their 
substance. 

Convince us more and more of the evil of sin, and of the 
F.wful danger of living under a load of nnpi^oned guilt. If 
there are any among us not yet impressed with the evil of sin, 
and not yet alarmed by its consequences, O suffer us no longer 
to remain in this state of hardness and unconcern. Ix)rd, 
convince ns of sin. Wc thank and praise thee, most merciful 
God, that there is a city of refuge provided for ^rishing souls. 
O Jesus, thou art that blessed remge. We thank our God 
that we have not been made the victims of Divine wrath — 
that wrath which is represented by the avenger of blood. 

Persuade our beloved children and domestics to flee now lo 
thine armSf 0 Jesus^ where they can alone be safe* 0 suffer 
them not to run the hazard of waiting tiU to-morrow^s sun. 

May our aged, pious friends rejoice, that in the evening of 
their uys they have found Christ the refuge of their souls. O 
enable all of us to sing, Other refuge have we none. 

Graciouidy hear our imperiee^ prayers, fbr Jesus our dear 
Redeemer’s sake. Amen. 

MM 


NINETEENTH WEEK,— SATURDAY EVENlNtt. 


THB COMFOET£E. 

Coleiham, Uffculm, Uoxton* Clagbwy. 11 Sm. 

t TESTIS, we hang upon the word 
^ Our longing souls have heard from thee ; 

Bo mindful of thy promiso, Lord, — 

Thy promiso mauo to such os me ; 

To such as Zion’s paths pursue, 

And would bolicvo that God is true, 

2 Thou say’st, I will the Father pray, 

And he the Comforter shall give, 

Bhall give him in your hearts to stay, 

And never more liis temples leave ; 

Myself will to my oi’plians come, 

And make you mine eternal home. 

3 Come then, doiu* Lord ! thyself reveal, 

And let the promise now take place j 
lie it according to thy will, 

According to the word of grace ! 

Thy sorrowful disciples cheer. 

And send us down the Comforter. Uippon, SI 06. 


JOHN XV. 

ChmVt Saijinyi, 

H EEEIN is my Father glorified, that ye liear much fruit; 
so shall ye be my disciples. 

9 As the Father hath loved me, so have 1 loved you : coii- 
finue ye in my love. 

10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my 
love ; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and 
abide in his love. 

11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy 
might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 

12 Tliis is my commandment, That ye love one another, as 
I have loved you, 

18 Greater love linth no man than this that a man lay down 
his life for his friends. 


14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 

16 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant 
knoweth not what his Lord doeth: but I have called you 
friends ; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have 
made known unto you. 

16, Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and 
ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that 


your fruit should remaiti : that whatsoever ye sliall ask of the 
Father in my name, lie may give it you. 

17 These things I command you, that ye love one another. 

18 If the world hate you, ye know that it liated me before it 
hated you. 


19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own ; 
but because ye are not of the world, but I liavc chosen you 
out of the world, tlicrefore the world hatoth you. 

20 Bemember the word that I said unto you, The servant i 
not greater than hw lord. If they have persecuted me, thej 
will also ])ersecute you ; if they have kept my saying, they will 
keep yours also. 


21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name’s 
sake, because they know not him that sent me. 

' 22 If 1 had not come and spoken unto them, they had not 
had sin : but now they have no cloke for their sin, 

28 He that hateth me hateth my Father also. 

24 If 1 had not done among them the works which none 
other man did, they had not hod sin: but now have they 
both seen and hated both me and my Father. 

26 But this comethio pass, that the word might be fulfilled 
that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause. 

26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send 
onto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which 
prooeedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me : 

966 


27 And ye also shali bear witness, because ye have been 
with me from the beginning. 

Rkfmotiosb toon Johh XT.— Hav« we bjr ^irapmtiag fiuft 
received God tiio Father br our Father? we ais then hntndiOi in 
Christ, the true Tine, deriving from him ij^tual sap, and 
nourishment, glorifying the Father, and rejoimng t he I wart of the 
Son, by bringing forth the fruits of righteousness. What mispeak* 
able joy should fill the believer’s heart when, in the exeroise of a 
living, active faith, he sees his interest in the love of Cbnst, and 
that Jesus loves him as really, and unchangeably, and constantly, as 
Jesus is beloved of his Father! What demonstrations Christ hw 
given of his love ! he died for foes and not^ for friends, and by his 
wondrous love his foes ore changed into friends. Can I say, 
loved me, and gave himself for me?” Then we Aall have reason 
to sing, Bless the Lord, 0 our souls ! and all that is within us bless 
his holy name. 

PEAYER. 

W HAT reason have we, 0 Lord, as thy creatures, thy sub- 
jects, and particularly as thy children, to bless and priwso 
thy name. Wc will praise thee, for it is go(^ to sing praises 
unto our G od ; for it is pleasant, and praise is comely. Thou 
art Zion’s King, and infinitely worthy of the songs of 2ion* 
Thou dost huUd up Jerusalem ; and thou dost gather together 
the outcasts of Israel. O Lord, thou art infinitely mercifrd, 
and therefore worthy of the praise of aU thy saints ; for thoii 
liealest the broken in heart, and bindest up their wounds. 

O thou holy God, we confess our sinfulness, and that our 
minds arc overspread by the foul disease of sin. We acknow- 
ledge that all our lusts and corruptions and sinful passions are 
grievous wounds. Jesus, thou art the Divine, the skilful, and 
tlie merciful Physician. We put our soul? into thy band> 
tliat all our diseases ma^ he graciously removed, and our souls 
adorned with the beauties of holiness. 

Wo confess, O searcher of hearts, that wo have long brou|[ht 
forth, •and that abundantly, the fruits of corruption and sin. 
We have brought forth the fruits of jpride, of enmity, of un- 
belief, of carnality, of slothfulness, and of worldly mindedness, 
Truly our grapes have been grapes of gall, and our dusters 
have been bitter. May a blessed change be accomplished in vm 
and all our relatives. Though we may be scattered over the 
face of the earth, may all of us be branches in Jesus, the true 
Vine; then shall -vve bring forth much fruit. O that the 
blessed words of our Saviour may be accomplished in our 
experience : Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fiuit; BO shall yo be my disciples. As a &mily, and as 
individuals, wc would earnestly pray; May we bring forth 
the fruits of love, joy, peace, long-sufiering, gentleness, good^ 
ness, faith, meekness, and temperance; tlmn indeed shaU our 
heavenly Father be glorified. 

Have mercy on our dear children. We have had early 
proofs that they arc the degenerate plants (f a strange vine* 
We pray that they may not be left to bring forth the fruite 
of rebellion^ disobediencef and impiety. Make them and anr 
domestics verdant plants in the garden of thy Church* 

We thank our God for all the temporal and spiritiial 
forts we have enjoyed during the past week. May the sins 
of omission and commission of which we have been guiKy ba 
pardoned, through the merit of our Saviour’s blood. Mw ife 
be preserved this night, and raised from our beds in hei^ Oif 
body and soundness of mind, to wait upon thee in i^fie 
earthly courts. And there may we find t^t there ii n Btciy 
Ghost. May we have fellowship with tlm'{MK)mia6d 
whom the Father will eapd, even Spint of i||rl^ 
ccedeth from the Father, and will testily tk 
Lord, hear our pravers, forgive our sine, and emn OW fmh, 
for Jesus’ sake. And may the grace of the Jesus Chiid^ 
be vrith us aU. Amen. 


twentieth week.— sakbaih moening. 


ttfl (ftttrilUfk ttta QOKOtTR OF i. XATXON. 

JMan* P^Hikm* Balm Iftw, Prk^a s. it 

} ^SBAT is <iho Xord our Ood, 

^ And kt hkpraise be great ; 

He makes his chur^es his <abodo ; 

Bis most delig^tfhl seat. 

2 lihase temples of his grace, 

How beautiful they stand ! 

The honours of our native place, 

And bulwaiks of our laud. 

2 . In Sion God is known, 

A refuge in distress ; 

• How lui^t has his salvation shone 

Through all her palaces ! 

4 When kiuM against her ioinod, 

And saw the Lord was there, 

In wild confhsion of the mind 
They fled '^th hasty fear. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ , WaTTH, Ps. l«. 

PSALM XLVin. 

Ohtirch*8 Dtfcnce. 

/^REAT iB' the Lord, and greatly to be praised in the city 
of our God, in the mountain of his holiness. 

2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount 
Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King. 

8 God is known in her palaces for a refuge. 

4 For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together. 

6 They saw </, and so they marvelled ; they were troubled, 
and hasted away. 

6 Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman 
in travail. 

7 Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east wind. 

8 As we have heard, so have wc seen in the city of the Lord 
of hosts, in the city of owr God : God will establish it for ever. 
Selah. 

9 Wo have thought of thy loving kindness, O God, in the 
midst of thy temple. 

10 Aocording to thy name, O God, so is tby praise unto tlie 
ends of the ear& ; thy right hand is fiill of righteousness. 

, 11 Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah bo 
glkd, because of thy judgments. 

12 Walk about JSion, and go roiind about her: tell the 
towers thereof. 

18 Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that 
ye may tell it to the generation following. 

14 For God is our God for ever and ever : he will be 
our guide even unto death. 

Bxfiscxioirs UPON Psalk xivra. — What must have been Iho 
alarm of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, their king, princes and rulers, 
when an immense army, consisting of warriors collected from many 
kingdoms on the shores of the Mediterranean, the Great Sea, actually 
adyaneed to the very walls of their ancient city. They prepared 
their battering-rams, and all their military engines, and were about 
to eOmmenoe their work of destruction and of death. Thero was 
eviiy iqppearanoe of suecess on the part of tho. besieging and 
nmbmous enemy. Tho soldiers were panting for the spoil, and 
anticipating the erijoyment of their unhairow,ed, impure, and 
deadly; revoltiug revels. But Israors God said, ^'Ko; hitherto 
diidt 0^^ and ho fkrther!*^ In a moment terror from tho 
Lord fMl the confederated army. They fled from 

the dlw in mattiay. they hastened to their ships. Even there the 
tnngmii lieiyen l^em. God blow upon them with his 

^''Ttwy,, ffahk as lead in the mighty waters. Who can 
ocmctriyn tibn, Md INmidhhiem which filled the minds of the 
devout whon^ kokihg from the lofty battlements of their 

city, they aa# III# with dismay^ whom they ^eld 

no more for overf thh oan say, ** the^jSod who delivered 

Zion is my God^ and ww ht my God, even unto death.” 


PRAYER. 

W E desire, O liord, as a family, to begin this sacred day 
with expressions of adoration and praise. Holy Spirit, 
to thee wo lift up our eyes, that we may be assisted in this 
divine and honourable employment. Great art thou, O Lord, 
and greatly to be praised m the city of our God, in the moim- 
tain of thy holiness. Who can conceive tho greatness of thy 
nature, of thy perfections, of thy purposes, of thy deeds, and 
of thy government ! The whole earth is full of thy glory. 
Day unto day uttoretli speech, night unto night declarcth 
knowledge of thee. Saints on earth proclaim thy praise, and 
saints in heaven sing their songs of sweetest melody. 

May the greatness of thy grace and of thy salvation be pro- 
claimed, this day, in all the Churches. May many who begin 
this Sabbath without any disposition to acknowledge the great- 
ness and glory of God, before tho day comes to a dose find 
themselves sweetly persuaded to sing songs of admiration to 
the God of salvation. 

Thy name, O Lord, is wonderful, infinitely exceeding the 
names and titles of all earthly princes and of all angelic powers. 
Thy name is glorious as the God of creation, but peculiarly and 
pre-eminently glorious as tho God of salvation. O let thy 
name be soon known in all the earth as the God of salvation ; 
then according to thy name, O God, shall be thy praise unto 
the ends of the earth. May thy gracious name bo published 
with great zeal throughout the whole Christian world, by thy 
ministering servants, in all the Churches. To thousands and 
tens of thousands may tho name of Jesus be as ointment 
poured forth. May tlic convinced sinner remember tho name 
Jesus, that his fi^ar of divine wrath may be removed, and his 
mind be filled with the joyfid persuasion that bis sins arc for- 
given. May the despairing simier remember the name Jesus, 
and see that there is mercy for the chief of sinners ; that tho 
saying is faithful and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus 
Christ came into this world to save sinners, oven tho chief. 
May all thy people remember tho name of Jesus this day, and 
be comforted in all their tribulations, encouraged in all their 
duties, and strengthened in all their graces. 

We desire, O Lord, to rejoice that thou host planted a 
Church on earth, and tliat thou hast most wonderfully pre- 
served it in every jieriod of its history. Thy Church, 0 God, 
is like a beautiful mountain of great strength, and thine 
enemies shall sooner pluck up tho lofty liills by the roots, 
than disturb the security of mount Zioii. Let mount Zion 
rejoice, and let the daughters of Zion be glad, because of tho 
judgments thou hast inflicted on the enemies of thy Church. 
Fear took hold on them, and pain, as of a woman in travail. 
Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an cast wind. 

Meet with us as a family and as a congregation in thy 
courts. May thy servant our pastor be peculiarly assisted by 
the Holy Ghost. Enable him to spak to the case, the 
circumstances, and the conscience of all present. Let all tby 
saints enjoy thy loving-kindness in the midst of thy temple. 

Give our children grace to hear what Christ shall say unto 
them this day^ and to them may it he the day of God's power* 
Lord, bless our servants, and graciously make them citizens qf 
Zion. 

May tho aged receive renewed strength for their journey. 
May our rulers bow before ImmanueVs sceptre. Let all our 
institutions formed for the prosperity of thy Church flourish 
like the palm-tree ; and may the tidings soon reach our ears, 
that the descendants of Abraham are acknowledging Jesus at 
the true Messiab. 

Accept of our thanks for the mercies of the night, and hear 
our prayersi for Jesus* seke, our Surety and Saviour. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 

M M 2, 267 


TWENTI{!TH WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


MINT AND SINNER. 

Ciaidcnbwy, Athlone* Lewtcn, JRothwU* u *4. 

1 TI7HY do the proud insult the poor, 

^ ’ And boast the largo estates they have ? 

How vain are riches to secure 
Their haughty owners from the grave ! 

2 They can^t redeem one hour from dt‘ath, 

With all the wealth in which they trust ; 

Nor give a dying brother breath, 

Wien God commands him down to dust. 

- 3 My Saviour shall my life restore, 

And raise me from ray dark abode ; 

My llcsh and soul shall jiart no men;, 

But dwell for ever neoi’ my God. 

Watts, Pi. 49 

PSALM XLIX. 

Emptineu of Worldly Enjoyments. 

H ear this, all ye people ; give car, all ye inhabitants of 
the world ; 

3 Both low and high, rich and poor together. 

8 My mouth shall speak of wisdom ; and the meditation of 
my heart shall be of understanding. 

4 I will incline mine ear to a parable : 1‘will open my dark 
saying upon the harp. 

5 Wherefore should I fear in the days of evil, whe7i the 
iniquity of my heels shall compass me about ? 

6 They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in 
the multitude of their riches ; 

7 Noqe of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor 
give to God a ransom for him : 

8 (For the redemption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth 
for ever :) 

9 That he.should still live for ever, and not sec corruption. 
10 For he seeth that wise men die, likewise the fool and the 
brutish person perish, and leave their wealth to others. 

11 Their inward thought is that their houses shall continue 
for ever, and their dwelling places to all generations ; they call 
their lands after their own names. 

12 Nevertheless man being in honour abideth not; he is 
like the beasts that perish. 

18 This their way is their folly : yet their posterity approve 
their sayings. Selah. 

14 Like sheep they are laid in the grave j death shall feed 
on them ; and the upright shall have dominion over them in 
the morning; and their beauty shall consume in the grave 
from their dwelling. 

15 But God will redeem my soul from the power of the 
grave : for he shall receive me. Selah. 

16 Be not thtm afraid when one is made rich, when the 
glory of his house is increased ; 

17 For when he dieth he shall carry nothing away; his 
gloiy shall not descend after him. 

18 Though while he lived he blessed his soul : and men will 
praise thee, when thou doest well to thyself. 

19 He shall go to the generation of his fathers ; they shall 
never sec light, 

20 Man that is in honour, and understandeth not, is like 
the beasts that perish. 

Ebflbotiokb upon Psalu xLix. — God speaks to us in his providence, 
and in his word. Let us attentively hear, and believe his voice, not 
me^y as addressed generally to mankind, but to each one of us in- 
dividually, as really as if our separate name were distinctly sounded 
from the heavens. Faith comoth by bearing; and may our hearing 
issue in saving faith I Wealth is God's gift. But how impious and 
how pei^iis to put tho gift in the place of God, and to jdaoe con- 
fidenoe in tho gift, instead of God, the IMvine (Hver. Look to the 
rich inan in the article of death, who made wealth, and who muU \ 
2<M * 


not make God his confidence. He is like the besjdn, whiA jpeiwh I 
Let ns put our souls in Jesus* hand, and make him our oonfidAoe, 
and we shall stand secure for ever. 

PRAYER. 

I N falling down before thy throne, O Lord, we desire to fee» 
most gratefully impressed with a sense of thy goodnM ex- 
perienced this day, not only in the secret rad dome^iq, but 
also in the public ordinances of thy gracious araomtment. 
Praise to thy holy name, that we were not prevented by bodily 
affliction or other necessary causes from entering into tliy 
sanctuary. . How amiable are thy tabernacles. Lord God 
hosts ! O may we know by experience, that to sit one day 
beneath thine eye, and to hear thy voice of mercy, love, and 
grace, is better than a whole eternity of carnal joys. 

Before wo retire to rest this night, wo would commit our** 
selves, both soul and body — and we would commit all our 
I beloved relatives and friends, whether connected with us by 
the ties of nature or of grace — ^to thy gracious and paternal 
care. O that wc could perform an act of personal ana family 
dedication to thee our God, in the prospect of the solemnities 
of death, and the important realities of an invisible and an 
eternal world ! Let each one of us take God in Christ as our 
God ; and may the language of the inspired Psalmist be the 
language of our souls : For this God is our God for ever and 
ever ; and he will be our guide even unto death. 

Holy Spirit, crown with thy gracious power the word of 
grace which has been proclaimed this day in all the Churches. 
Wc rejoice that the seed which has been sown is incorruptible 
seed ; O that it may be followed by an abundant and incor- 
ruptible harvest ! May the proud who have heard the Gospel 
be humbled under a sense of their unworthiness and guilt, and 
may all the lofty towers of their haughtiness rad pride be 
levelled with the dust. 

May a preached Gospel be effectual in convincing us and 
convinbing thousands of the vanity of earthly riches as a 
portion. As gold and silver accumulated for ages cannot by 
any means redeem the soul, teach us to, seek an interest in the 
righteousness of Christ ; then shall we be delivered from the 
curse of a violated law, and obtain for our inheritance all the 
blessings of the covenant of grace. Affect our minds deeply 
O Lord, with the awful state of the death of such as trust in 
their wealth, and boast themselves of the multitude of their 
riches. If we have wealthy relatives, O Lord, deHver them 
from the snares of earthly wealth, andraay they most earnestly 
seek an inheritance which will comfort them in the hour of 
sorrow, cheer them on the bed of death, rad render them 
blessed and happy for ever and ever. 

Suffer us not to be afraid of the rich, notwithstanding theii 
impiety and pride. May wc not be afraid when the glory of 
their house is increased ; seeing that when the rich man meth 
he shall carry nothing away: his glory Aall not descend 
after him. 

O Lord, preserve thy people fh>m the proud and haughty 
persecutors who are disposed grievously to afflict them, not- 
withstanding the restraint of human laws. May the proqpeota 
of blessed death and a glorious resurrection rqmce the 
hearts of aU thy people, in the midst of the sufferings of iSia 
present life. * . 

Lord, give to us as a family good hopethrough grace. Traoh 
us and our children and all our relatives rad firiends, 
especially our aged friends, who "are bowing down to the 
grave, to say in the exercise of a lively faith, Qo^ will redeem 
our soul from the power of 4he grave ; for he shall receive ins. 

Grant that our servants may be enriched with iHs treasures 
efface. 

Hear m meroifuUy^ for Jesus^ sake. Amen. 

Our fiUher which art m heaven, 


mmmmB . w£ek.— mondat mobnino. 


£^▼9 eOH«V94lVXN0 90 OBIDIBNCI. 
PtQiifid$iu» VFoHbtop, 

1 ^0 strength of nature can suffice 
^ To senre the Lord aright : 

And what sho has, she misapplios, 

For want of clearer light. 

2 How long beneath the law I lay 

In bondage and distress ! 

I toiled, the piecept to obey ; 

But toiled without success, 
t) Then, to abstain from outward sin 
Was more than I could do ; 

Now, if I feel its power within, 

1 feel 1 hate it too. 


CowpBa. 


DEUTERONOMY XXX. 

Solemn Cha/rgt. 

A ND it shall come to pass, when all these things are come 
upon thee, the blessing and the curse which I have set 
before thee, and thou shalt call them to mind among all the 
nations whither the Lord thy God hath driven thee. 

2 And shalt return unto the Lord thy God, and shalt obey 
his voice' according to all that I command thee this day, thou 
and thy cliildren, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul : 

3 Tnat then the Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, and 
liave compassion upon thee, and will return and gather thee 
from all the nations, whither the Lord thy God hath scattered 
thee. 

4 If ant/ of thine be driven out unto the utmost of 
heaven, from thence will the Lord thy God gather thee, and 
from thence will he fetch thee : 

6 And the Lord thy God will bring thee into the land 
which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt possess it ; and he 
will do thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers. 

6 And the Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart, and 
the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heai*t, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live. 

7 And the Lord thy God will put all these curses upon thine 
enemies, apd on them that hate thee, which persecuted thee. 

8 And thou shalt return and obey the voice of the Lord, 
and do all his commandments which I command thee this day. 

9 And the Lord thy God will make thee plenteous in every 
work of thine hand, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit 
of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, for good ; for the 
Lord will again rejoice over thcc for good, as he rejoiced over 
thy fathers : 

11 For this commandment which I command tlioc this day, 
it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off. 

12 It is not in heaven, that tliou shouldest say, Who shall 

up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that wc may hear 

It, aaoui do 

18 ibsyjond the sea, that thou shouldest say, 

Who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it imto us, that 
we may hear it, and do it ? 

14 But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and 
in thy^heait, that thou mayest do it. 

1,5 I have set before thee this day life and good, and 

death 

16 And command thee this day to love the Lord thy 
God, io in his w^s, and to keep his commandments and 
his; aiatutes and hk judgments, that thou mayest live and 
multiply; and the Loup ^ihy G^ shall bless thee in the land 
wlii^^ thou i^t to posa^ it." 

, Bift if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, 
tutt bMt and worship other Gods, and serve 

1 dkioanoe unto you this day, that ye shall surelr 
pofkl^ nii^ days upon the land^ 

wlnther jf^man to go to poamss, it. 


BjcixsoTToars mov Dpt. ux.-— Ood speaks loudly in his pxovl* 
denoe, both by the blessings be bestows, and tho suffonngs he infliota. 
It is our interest to hear the voice of God, and to ^eld a ready 
obedience to him whose authoriiy must not be trampled upon; who 
has blessings to oonfer on those who obey, and curses to inflict on 
those who despise his laws. Backsliders and apostates cannot too 
speedily return to their holy allegianco to Jesus, os their Sovereign, 
who has power to save, and power to destroy ; but who doli^ta 
iuflnitely more in the salvation of the penitent, than in tlie 
destruction of the impenitent. Hardened exceedingly are those 
hearts which ai*e neither allured by promises, nor alarmed by 
threatenings. May God, by his Spirit, deliver us from hariioss of, 
heart, the evidence of spiritual death, and bestow upon us hearts 
susceptible of Divine impressions, and animated with holy emo- 
tions, tho blessed evidence of spiritual life, and the prelude of 
eternal life in heaven. May the Gospel which is nigh us, and in 
our very mouth, bo made tho power of God to our solvation ! Amen. 

PRAYER. 

“Y^E desire, O Lord, with believing reverence and godly 
fear, to approach thy Divine presence. Before entering 
on the secular business of another week, before encountering 
its temptations or being exposed to its snares, we would pros- 
trate ourselves before thy throne, to adore thy glorious excel- 
lence and supplicate thy heavenly grace. 

We acknowledge thee, O Lord, as tho Divine lawgiver. 
Thou hast an essential right to deliver laws to angek and 
men; and the laws thou hast delivered reflect tho greatest 
honour on thy wisdom, thy righteousness, and thy goodness. 
Thy laws are holy, jjist, and good. O that each one of us were 
enabled, with unfeigned admiration, to say respecting thy laws, 
More to be desired arc they than gold ; yea, than much fine 
gold ; sweeter also than honey, and the honeycomb. 

Thou hast in some measure written thy law upon the natural 
consciences of men ; hut we njoicc that thou hast given a 
clear record of thy laws in the Word of life. Convince us, 
therefore, that, if wc live in the habitual violation of thy laws, 
we arc without excuse. We confess that, like the prodigal 
son, we have wandered from thee our Father. So far nave we 
wandered from thee, that wo never can return without thy 
Divine grace. O fulfil in iis as a family that promise. Thou 
shalt return unto the Lord thy God, and .shalt obey his voice, 
thou and thy children, with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul. Most merciful Father, graciously do as thou hast. said. 
We also earnestly pray that thou wouldst fulfil in us as a 
family this promise, which wc would esteem more precious 
than costly jewels ; And tho Lord thy God will circumoiso 
thine heart, and tho heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy 
God with all thine heart, and with all thy soxil, that thou 
mayest live. 

Mat/ we see this most blessed promise accomplished in our 
children, 0 Jesus^ who carriest the lambs in thine armst 
circumcise the hearts of our children to love thee* We wouUl 
rather see them filled with love to thee^ than filled with earthly 
treasures* And lei our servants be consecrated to thy glory. 

Deliver us, and all our relatives, from that awful curse whi^ 
we deserve for our traiisgrcssions. By thy righteousues, O 
Jesus, may wc be for ever delivered from those curses which a 
violated law proclaims. We rejoice, O Saviour, that thou art 
near us, os our prophet, priest, and king. Thy salvation is not 
hidden from us, neither is it far off. We praise thee, that it is 
not beyond the sea, lest we should say. Who shall go over the 
sea, and bring it unto us? We bless thee that it k nigh us. 
and in the very mouth of thy servants who proclaim thy grace. 

We desire now to seek the salvation of our God : then shall 
wo yield a willing obedience to thy laws. 

Accept of our thanks for thy preserving and comforting mercy 
daring the past night, and be to us thk day an unemug guide 
for the sake of Jesus, our Mediator and Imeemer. Aiheu. 
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TWENTIETH WEEK.— MONDAY EVlNlNO. 


1 


3 


mSADIMOt Oir TBS ttlMt. 

SIMaum, WatnUusfer. JVareiam^ Alte Street, uk. 

pOME, gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove, 

^ With light and comfort from above ; . 

Be thou our guardian, thou our guide ! 

O^cr every thought and step preside. 

Conduct us safe, conduct us far 
From every sin and hurtful snare ; 

Lead to thy word that rules must give, 

And teach us lessons how to live. 

The light of truth to us display. 

And mako us know and choose thy way ; 

Plant holy fear in every heart, 

Tliat wo from God may ne’er depoi’t. liiiowNi^. 


JOHN XVI. 

Chriet^e VouneeU and Comfotit, 

fl^HESE things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not 
•A be offended. 

i They shall put you put of the synagogue : yea, the time 
cometh, that whosoever killeth you will tliink that he doeth 
God service. 

8 And these things will they do unto you, because they 
have not known the Father, nor me. 

4 But these things have I told you, that when the time 
shall come, ye may remember that I told you of them. And 
these things I said not unto you at the beginning, because I 
was with you. 

6 But now I go my way to him that sent me ; and none of 
you asketh me, ‘Whither goest thou? 

6 But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow 
hath filled your heart. 

7 Nevertheless, 1 tell you the truth ; it is expedient for you 
that I go away : for, if I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come unto you ; but, if I depart, I will send him unto you. 

8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, 
and of righteousness, and of judgment 

9 Of sin, because they believed not on rac : 

10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see 
me no more : 

11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 

18 I have yet many things to say unto you, but yc cannot 

bear them now. 

18 Howbeit when he, the spirit of truth, is come, he will 
guide you into all truth : for he shall not speak of himself ; 
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak ; and he will 
shew you things to come. 

14 He shall glorify me : for he shall receive of mine, and 
shall shew it unto you. 

15 All things that the Father hath are mine ; therefore 
said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 

10 A little while, and ye shall not sec me : and again, a 
little while, and yc shall see me, because I go to the Father. 


Bjwlections upon John xvi. — Offended with Christ ! God forbid ! 
Hay ve be over delighted with what Christ is, with what ho says, 
wim what he does, and with what he command. If we are called 
to suffer shame for Christ, may we consider it our greatest honour; 
uul ooDsider ourselves more honourably distinguished than if we 
won (ho diadems of Kings. The remembrance of what Christ 
sufSared for us ought, and does, reconcile believers to all they may 
be required to suffer for him. By the Spirit of Qod this has given 
heroism (o martyrs, and made them triumphant over death, though 
presented in the molt appalling form, and occonn^od by most 
oxernokriag tor men ts. l«t us rejoice that the Churdi of Christ on 
earth suffers no loM hy the absence of his bodily presence; end the 


of his humanity is made up by flU fMnsaaoe and wondetfhl 
work of his Spirit, whose influences are affwded, .to be the p<^on 
and eo n s» 1atinn of the saints, till time ihall and mortify is 
swallowed up in life. 

prayee! 

T]^E desire, O Lord, to draw near to thee as children to a 

W father. Holy Spirit, breathe upon us thine influence 
from above, while wo endeavour to bold converse with God.* 
Wc adore thee, O Lord, in thy mercy and gra^, for thou 
liftest up the meek. Wo adore thee in thy justice, for thou 
castest the wicked down to the ground. Thou art the Gtod of 
providence, constantly supplying tho wants of every living 
thing from the stores of thy goodness. Ihott coverest the 
heaven with clouds ; thou art he who preparest rain for the 
earth, and who makest grass to grow upon the mountains. 
Thou givest to the beast his food, and to the young ravens 
which cry. 

We rejoice thou dost exercise a peculiar oare over thy people, 
for whom thou hast most munificently provided the oleamngs 
of thy grace. 

Wo desire at the close of another day to approach our Gtod 
with the voice of thanksgiving. We thank thee for any assist- - 
aucc in religious duties, and for any smile on our temporal 
pursuits. We praise thee for that degree of reason and bodily 
health which has enabled us to attend to our daily calling. 
We come to Christ, the fountain opened, that the guilt of this 
day, and the guilt of our lives, may be completely and for ever 
washed away. Be to us our preserving God this night. May 
we and all our relatives sleep as under thy pavilion, and may 
no evil be suffered to befal us. 

Bless to us the gi-acious and consolatory words of our dear 
Saviour which we have now read. May they be to us as re- 
fi«shing waters to the thirsty soul, and as good news from a 
far country. 

NcV|er allow us, 0 Jesus, to be offended in thee. May wo 
never be offended with the difficulties and trials inseparable 
from following thee. May we never be offended with thy 
cross, but take it up and follow thee. May we never be 
offended with the method of salvation by thy ri|;hteon8nes8 
and death. Should it ever be required in thy providence, may 
we be willing to suffer and die for thee and thy cause. We 
praise thee for the Divine assistance given to thy martyrs in 
the midst of the sufferings they were called to endure;, and f(» 
the blessings which attended their sufferings. 

O Lord, send thy Holy Spirit to all fhe churches. Graciously 
fulfil the promise : I will send him unto you. Wherever the 
Gospel is preached, may he convince the people of sin, that 
they may see their lost and helpless circumstances. May he 
convince the people of the infinite value and necessity of tho 
righteousness of Cfiirist, by which alone justice can be satis- 
fied and the ^ilty sinner pardoned. May he convince thb 
people of Christ’s mediatorial and almighty power, by which 
ho is able to reform the world, overt^w the kingdom of 
Satan, and at last condemn to punishment the unbelieving' 
and unrighteous. 

I/ave mercy on our beloved children, whom we would now 
(^ectionately commend to the guidance qf the Holy Sjdtit . " 
Divine Spim, be their instructor, and guide them and oiHr 
servants into all truth. 

Gracious Spirit, have mercy on our aged Mends, and be to 
them a Comforter. Comfort them by aasisting thetii. in tlmk 
prayers; comfort them by bringing thy pre^na forontisea to 
th^ remembrance; oomfiKt tiiem by diacovtoiBg: ti||0a 
tbeir interest in Christ; and eomfort them by. tho 
hopes of heavm. 

Lord, forgive our inipeiifoot appMAbh, and 
for jdsus OUT Redeemeris mke. Amui. 



fW]^IBTH -TOK,— WESJ)4I MOINING. 


HmjUL AiBONi AND JOBSPA, 

^ 0 ^ cii. 

I Ifll IS tii 0 law of ton comm 4 nd 8 
* On hdy Sinai given, 

Or to mm |)y K oaeg’ hands, 

(to bring lUf aafe to heaven. 

S *T ia not (he blood which Aaron spilt, 

27^or emdco of aweetost amcU, 

Con buy a paardon £br our guilt, 

Or save our souls f^om hell. 

3 Aaron &e priest resigns his breath 
At God*s immodiato will ; 

And in the desert yields to death 
Upon the appointed hill. 

' Watu, 124 , £. IL 

DEUTERONOMY XXXT. 

The Addb'eu of Moaea befoi^ hia Deaths 

yt ND Moses went and spake these words unto all Israel. 

2 And he said unto them, I am an hundred and twenty 
years old this day; I can no more go out and come in : also 
the Loed hath said unto me, Thou shalt not go over this 
Jordan. 

8 The Loan thy God, he will go over before thee, and he 
will destroy these nations from before thee, and thou shalt 
possess them : and J oshua, he shall go over before thee, as the 
Loed hath said. 

4 And the Lord shall do unto them as he did to Sihon, and 
to Og, kings of thp Amorites, and unto the land of them whom 
he destroyed. 

6 And the Lord shall give them up before your face, that 
ye may do unto them, according unto all the commandments 
which I have commanded you. 

6 Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid 
of them; for the Lord thy God, he it is that doth go with 
thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 

^ 7 And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him iii the 
sight of all Israel, Be strong and of good courage : for thou 
must go with this people unto the land which the Lord hath 
sworn unto their fathers to give them ; and thou shalt cause 
them to inherit it. 

8 And the Lord, he it is that doth go before thee ; lie will 
be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake tlico; fear 
not, neither be dismayed. 

9 And Moses wrote this law, and delivered it unto the 
priests the sons of Levi, which bare the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord, and unto aU the elders of Israel. 

10 And Moses commanded them, saying, At the end of 
every seven years, in the solemnity of the year of release, in 
the feast of tabernacles, 

11 When all Israel is come to appear before the Lord thy 
God in th© plaee which he shall choose, thou shalt read this 
law before all Israel in (heir hearing. 

12 Gather the people togetlier, men, and women, and cliil- 
dren, and thy stranger that is within thy gates, that they may 
hear, and that they may learn, and fear the Loud your God, 
and ohserve to do aH the words of this law ; 

18 AjoA that their children, which have not known any thing ^ 
'tnay hwv wid leam to fear the Lord your God, as long os ye 
Uve in the land^ whither ye go over Jordan to possess it. 

Rjurtsem ttpob Bruxtbrorokt xxxi. — M inisters, like Mosos, 
stosM odatiDne^ as long as life and strength romoin, active in the 
Mrtm ef Clmst, and fer the interests of ms kingdom. The very 
protpeel (heir departoro shotdd excite and maintain their zeal, to 
be ha lliiiif e oanse on earth, in a way in which it is 

tnm ta' naefiiLIn heaven How lovely the character 
ana feaoeeof ICoeea linear, in oounselling Joshaa and the priests^ 
whilftto m of etorityi ond about to exchange 

his iSj^t f pUoe of distinguished 


henour and bleseednoas among the ransomed millions in heaven. 
As Jesus comforted, encouraged, and counselled his disciples before 
he ascended to ^oiy, so Moses comforted, encouraged, and counsell^ 
Joshua and theLevites, before he entered upon his heavenly inherit* 
ance. Ever may real for God's glory, and concern for the interests 
of Zion, bo predominant in our hearts, and conspicuous in oar lives ! 
Amen. 

PRAYER. 

bless thee, most gracious God, that we have been again 
^ ^ permitted to open our eyes upon the light of another 
day, and that the darkness of death has not been permitted to 
surround us, when we were enveloped in the darkness of night. 
May our meeting this morning around the domestic altar, ^d 
before the throne of grace, be a sweet emblem of our assem- 
bling together at thy . right hand, on the morning of the 
resurrection-day. 

While w^e ackiioudcdge the frailty, uncertainty, and brevity 
of our mortal lives, we desire with devout and holy reverence 
to acknowledge and adore thee in thine unchangeable glory 
and everlasting duration. Our days are like a shadow that dc5- 
clineth, and we are withered like grass ; but thou, O Lord, 
shalt endure for ever, and thy remembrance unto all gene- 
rations. Never shall thy boundless years decrease. Thy 
praises shall be celebrated for ever and ever. Thy dwelling- 
place is eternity, and ever is tliy time I 

Show compassion, O Lord, to aged pilgrims, who can no 
more go out and in before their families as in times pastr 
Comfort them with thy presence. May they sing with David, 
Though we walk tlirough the valley of the shadow of death, we 
will fear no evil, for thou art with us; thy rod and thy staff, 
they comfort us. 

Have mercy on aged ministers, who are no more able to go 
out and in before their flock as iu times past. May tlmy ro- 
ioicc that the preaching of the Gospel shall not cease, and that 
labourers shall be raised up and prepared, like Joshua, to go 
out and in before thy people. Enable them with Paul to say, 
We have fought the good fight, we have finished our course, wo 
Lave kept the faith. Such of thy servants as arc unable by 
bodily affliction or the infirmity of years to proclaim the 
gospel-message, comfort tliem with the prospect of crossing 
Jordan's stream, and meeting with Abraham, Isaac, ana 
Jacob, in the kingdom of our God. 

We thank thee, heavenly Father, for the encouraging 
Iiromiscs thou hast given thy people, that all their spiritual 
enemies shall be subdued, and that their plans and intentions 
shall be frustrated and overturned. Give us grace to be strong 
and of good courage; to fear not, nor be afraid of them. 
When wo encounter our spiritual enemies, may we ever 
believe that thou the Lord our God shalt go with us, and that 
thou wilt not fail us nor forsake us. 

May all thy ministering servants be encouraged by the ad- 
vices given to Joshua. May they believe them, and may they 
follow them. May they bo strong, and be of good courage ; 
and may they never fail to deliver the whole counsel of Qoi. 

May thy holy Scriptures be more generally and more care- 
fully read. Teach parents most diligently to enforce upon 
their offsi)ring the reading of the word of life. May all the 
people of our land— men, women, and children — and all the 
strangers that ore within oui* gates, hear, learn, and fear thee, 
the Lord our God, and observe to do all tlie words of thy law, 
and believe all the words of thy Gospel. j 

May our children love thy word, and may they read it as 
tlie word of eternal truth* May iJiey and our domestics obey 
its divine precepts, and may they belime its divine doctrines* 

May we through life use this sword of the Spirit, and obtain 
distinguished viotpries over all the enemies of the soiU. 

liord, assist in all the duties of the day, and hear our 
prayersj for Cihrist oor Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


TWENTIETH WEEK. — TUESDAY EVENINU. 


bion’s obfbncb. 

Da^. Wtttt. 

I OAPPT the Church, thou sacred place, 

The Beat of thy Creator's grace ; 

Thine holy courts are his abode, 

Thou earthly palace of our God. 

^ Thy walls are strength, and at thy gates 
A guard of heavenly warriors waits ; 

Nor shall thy deep foundations move, 

Fixed on his counsels and his lovo. 

3 Then let our souls in Zion dwell, 

Nor fear the wrath of Home and hell : 

TIis arms embrace this happy ground, 

Like brazen bulwarks built around. 

Watts, C l, J3. 77. 


JOHN XVI. 

Ch*i$C8 Counaela and Comforts. 

I ^IIEN said some of his disciples among themselves, What 
is this that he saith unto us, A little while, and ye shall not 
see me : and again, a little while, and yc shall see me : and, 
because I go to the Father ? 

18 They said therefore, What is this that he saith, A little 
while? we cannot tell what he saith. 

19 Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, 
and said unto them. Do ye inquire among yourselves of that 1 
said, A little while, and yc shall not see me : and again, a 
little while, and ye shall sec me ? 

20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and 
lament, but the world shall rejoice : and ye shall be sorrowful, 
but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. 

21 A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her 
hour is come : but as soon as she is delivered of tjie child, slie 
remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born 
into the world. 

22 And ye now therefore have sorrow : but I will see you 
again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh 
from you. 

23 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, Whatsoever yc shall ask the l^'athcr in my 
name, he will give it you. 

24 Hitherto ye have asked nothing in my name : ask, and 
ye shall receive, that your joy may be full. 

25 These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs but 
the time cometh, when 1 shall no more speak unto you in 
proverbs, but I shall shew you plainly of the Father. 

26 At that day ye shall ask in my name : and 1 say not 
unto you, that I will pray the Father for you : 

27 For the Father himself loveth you, because yc have 
loved me, and have believed that 1 came out from God. 

28 I came forth from the Father, and am come into the 
world ; again, I leave the world, and go to the Father. 

29 His disciples said unto him, Lo, now speakest thou 
plainly, and speakest no proverb. 

30 Now are we sure that thou knowest all things, and 
needest not that any man should ask thee : by this we believe 
that thou earnest forth from God. 

81 Jesus answered them, Do ye now believe? 

82 Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye 
shall be scattered every man to his own,* and shall leave me 
alone : and yet 1 am not alone, because the Father is with me. 

88 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye 
might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation : 
but of good cheer ; I have overcome the world. 


BaFiMopmi uroir Jornr xvr.— The life of the believers on earth 
isaocoii^paiued with much darkness, ignorance, perplexity, and doubt. 
In heaven they diaU know even as m&y axe known, and shine with 
ftn 


bright inielligenoe and wisdom, like angds before the tbroner 
Jesus is the Fountain of wisdom; he is the Oouni^r, one amo ng a 
thousand. He is able to give divine knowledge to the ighomt, and 
saving wisdom to tho foolish. He is a xnostwilHng, patient, and 
affeotionato Instructor,, and is well pleawd when We app^ to him for 
his counsel, that our minds may be enlightened and enriched by his 
wisdom. What a privilege is prayer. Let us employ and improve 
our privilege. We cannot ask spiritual blessings too liberally nor too 
urgently. The God of salvation fUls the throne of giwse ; why, there- 
fore, arc wo BO Bparing and limited in our applications for spintual 
blessings ? 

PRAYER. 

A LMIGHTY and eternal Jehovah, whom angels wenrship, -i 
and whom the spirits of just men made perfect adore, we, 
thine unworthy servants, approach thy divine majesty in tho 
name of Christ. Thou alone art worthy to receive divine 
worship, and thou alone art able to bestow those blessings 
which are needful for the bodies and the souls of men. Thy 
goodness is a boundless and an overflowing fountain. What 
reason have we to rejoice that streams of mercy are constantly 
flowing from that fountain, through the channel of our Saviour’s 
righteousness ! We humbly desire, as a family, to apply this 
evening to those sacred streams, and by faith to drink of tho 
waters of a rich salvation. 

Wc tliank our God for the mercies of the day, for the bless- 
ings which respect the body, but more especially for those 
which respect the soul. We lament that every day we offend 
and come far short of thy glory. Wash away our daily guilt 
I by the unceasing merit of a Saviour’s blood. 

Now wc are entering on another night, we apply unto thee 
our God for those blessings we require during the silent watches 
of the night. Preserve us as the apple of thine eye, and hide 
us under the shadow of thy wings. Lord, increase our faitli 
and confidence in thee as our redeeming God : then we shall 
contemplate the night of death without fear, and look upon 
our dksolution as an introduction into the perfection and 
blessedness of the celestial world. 

Give our dear children grace to think daily on their latter 
end, on the grave in which their bodies shall be laid, and 
on the eternal world in which their souls shall soon be intro^ 
duced. 

Let all our minds be solemnly impressed with thoughts of 
eternal things In the prospect of an eternal world, we would 
lift up our eyes to thee, and earnestly pray, Our God, who 
hast been the help of thy people in tl;^e ages that have passed 
away, and who shall be our hope in the days which are to 
come, O be thou our guard while the troubles of life remain, 
and at last conduct us to our heavenly home. 

Sanctify to our minds what we have now read in the word , 
of life. Give us the satisfying evidence that we are thy chil- 
dren ; then we shall glorily thee in the furnace of affliction, 
and enjoy the strengthening support of the arm of thine om- 
nipotent grace amid aU the sufferings of life. Show us more 
and more the utter vanity of all carnal joys. Nevex leave 
us to prefer the joys of the world to the joys of religion, nor 
the short-lived pleasures of time to the ceaseless pleasures of 
eternity. 

We thank thee, O Jesus, for the encouragement dVeH 
us to pray, and for the promise that our prayers Aall be > 
answered. Thou hast said, Whatsoever ye shall ask 
Father in my name, he will give it you. Agreeably to ^y 
gracious counsel may we be enabled by the Spirit to ask ; tbw 
shall we receive, and then shall our joy be iiul. 

We praise th^ that, while the joys of the world 
by the miseries of heU, the sorrows of beUevem 
by ttie joys of heaven. < . . v x , v 

May these our feeble pmyeis, and this 
be accepted, through 7asus Christ, 




, ffw > < l h l M it'-. ft iwii i< « > i . M iplim % as. 

t 1tflir^iMph«rd:viU«i9pi7my 

Ib pwrtism flnMik be isakea me 
Imn^ t)u Uring etreem. 

2 Se:brii^ mf wandering apirit back, 

Wlm i ibnake hie ways : 

Abd iaada me, for his mercy’s sake, 

In patiu troth and grace. 

S When 1 waUc through ihe shades of death, 

Thy presence is my stay; 

A. word Of thy supporting breath 
Drives all my ieais away. 

^ Watts, Pt . 3.1. 

DEUTERONOMY XXXI. 

I$nui meoumgtd. 

A ND the Loan said unto Moses, Behold, thou shalt sleep 

with rilV ihthera : .And bin nAnnln will T*iaA lin OTl/1 trrk ovs/l 


TlsmMrmvn most Dmot. xxxl^ITb i^ould oonsider God’s 
eoittgs M meroiM vamiogs. Wxen we thiok of Qod’a throatenod 
vengoance apliiist those ^o impioud^ forsake him, and wantonly 
cast off his allegiaiioep we shotdd stand in awe and sin not, seeking 
grace that we may be faithM unto death. What misorics the^ 
escape and what blessings they obtain who are steadfast and immove- 
able, always abounding in every good word and work. May 
preserve us from sinning against him ; may our life be a life of dlial 
obedience, and not a life of obstinate rebellion; then wo diall live 
in the enjoyment of Jesus’ smiles, and daily walk in the light of his 
countenance. Since the constant tendency of our minds is to follow 
the counsel of our own wills, to lean on our own understanding, 
what necessity there is for daily watchfulness and prayer. May our 
hearts bo fixed, trusting in the Lord ! 

PRAYER. 

TNIINITELY merciful Lord God, thou who hast watched 
over us during the last night, and hast graciously answered 


^ shalt sleep the supplications we presented at the close of the past day, 
people will rme up, and go and are again encouraged to lift \ip our eyes to thee, from wine: 


lust after the mds of the strangers of the land, whither they go 
io be among them, and will forsake me, and break my covenant 
whi^ 1 have made with them. 


) me, and break my covenant 


17 Then tny anger shall be kindled against them in that 
day, and I wiU forsake them, and I will hide my face from 
them, and they shall be devout, and many evils and troubles 
shall befall them; so that they will say in that day, Are not 
these evils come upon us because our God is not among us? 

18 And I will surely hide my face in that day for all the 
evils which they shall have wrought, in that they are turned 
unto other gbds. 

10 No# therefore write ye this song for you, and teach it 
the children of Israel : put it in their mouths, that this song 
may bo a witness for me against the children of Israel. 

20 For when I shall have brought them into the land which 
I sware unto their fathers, that floweth with milk and honey ; 
and they shall have eaten and filled themselves, and waxen fat ; 
then will they turn unto other gods, and serve them, and pro- 
voke me, and bred^ my covenant. 

21 AjoA it shall come to pass, when many evils and troubles 
are befallen them, that this song shall testify against them as a 
witness ; for it shall not be forgotten out of the mouths of their 
seed i for I know their imagination which they go about, even 
now, before I have brought them into the land which I sware. 

22 Moses therefore wrote this song the same day, and taught 
it the children of Israel. 

23 And he nve Joshua the son of Nun a charge, and said, 
Be stiong and of a good courage: for thou shalt bring the 
children m Israel into the land^ which I sware unto them : and 
1 will be with thee. 

24 And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of 
writilig the words of this law in a book, until they were 
finish^ 

29^ That Moses commanded the Levites, which bare the ark 

the covenant of the Lord, saying, 

96 IMce ^8 book of the law, and put it in the side of the 
11% of the covenant of the Lord your God, that it may be 
there ler e witness against thee. 

; 2^ I hipow rebellion, and thy stiff neck : behold, I 
I am yet idive with you this day, ye have been rebellious | 
Olpdiest 4^ ; and how much more after m^ death ? 

9^: me all the elders of your tnbes, and your 

pffiiMii apeak these words in their ears, and call 

leoord against them. 

after my death ye will utteriy corrupt 
I have com- 
befall you in the latter days; 
bOOAii^ the Loan, -to provoke 


cometh our help. Preserve us from the snares and tempta- 
tions of the day. Teach us to maintain a constant remem- 
brance, O Lord, of thy spotless holiness, thine omnipresence, 
and omniscience. We have reason to mourn lhat this remem- 
brance is so little maintained, and that wc have so often fallen 
into the commission of grievous offences, by our most culpable 
forgetfulness of thine infinite abhorrence of sin, ana thy 
righteous determination to punish the guilt of habitual and 
impenitent transgressors. O Lord, wash us thoroughly from 
our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sins. To thee, O Jesus, we 
would fiy, the blessed fountain opened for sin and undeanneas, 

As thou didst say unto Moses, Behold, thou shalt sleq) with 
thy fathers, may wc bo suitably affected with the truth, tnat we 
too shall soon sleep with our fathers. May the death of our 
bodies be a falling asleep in the arms of Jesus. Even if wc 
have no earthly relatives near, to hold up our dying head 
when conflicting with the last enemy, may we have thy pre- 
sence, most gracious Saviour. In the valley and shadow of 
death, may we sing with believing triumph. We will fear no 
evil, for thou art with us ; thy rod and thy staff, they are our 
comfort and our stay. If thou art with us there, thou Con- 
queror of death, the last enemy cannot make us afraid ; theU 
we will not, we cannot yield to fear, even though we walk 
through its darkest shade. 

May our minds bo suitably impressed with what we have 
now read of the backslidiugs of Israel. Lord, enable us to 
preserve our Christian profession, to keep our garments clean. 
O may we never be left to bring a blot or a reproach upon the 
Christian name. Hold us up, almighty Father, by the hand 
of thy gracious power ; then shall we be faithful to thee and 
to thy cause. Like Israel, alas ! wc have often forsaken thee, 
and we have broken thy covenant. What reason have we to 
praise thee, that thou hast not dealt with us as our iniquities 
deserve I Thine anger has not been Idndled against us, thou 
hast not forsaken us, thou hast not hid thy face from us, and 
thou hast kept far f^m us the evils and the troubles which 
our transgressions so richly merited. 

May our dear children be instructed to lore iky law and 
to beheve thy Gospel, May they choose thy law as a rule (ff 
their conduct, ana thy Gospel ns the rule and, foundation of 
their faith. Teach our set'vanis io keep thy law* 

Lord, have mercy on all our friends, ana in p^ticular on 
our aged friends. Let them not be intimidated with the near 
pix>fl«ect of Jordan's stream ; but rather let them be coxhforted 
hy tM near prospect of Canaan's shores. 

Abundanfly encourage aU thjr ministering servants. liike 
Joshua, may they be and of a good o^om, and inatru- 
xnmtal in lea^^ng multituaei into l3ie promised land above. 

Ail #6 ask is to Smief take, our gr^ high-priei*. Awetu 







' iSt^Vw*!. - L.JI. 

I iere^ abote, 

iJidfifettb 
i mt iskd teima^ 
l)ie vtmdm df Ub graoo record ; 

Icrael the nation whom he chose, 

And rescued from their mighty foes. 

8 In thmr distress, to Ood they cried, 

Ood was tl^ Saviour and their guide ; 

. He led their march fhr wandering round, 
tros the right path to Canaan’s ground. 

JP* 

DBUTERONOMY XXXIT, 

ffod^s Jtferei/, /srael*i Sin. 

/^IIVE oar, 0 ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O 
" earth, the words of my mouth. 

5 My doctme shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil 
as the dew, as the small ram upon the tenaer herb, and as the 
showers upon the mss : 

8 Becanse I will publish the name of the Loud : ascribe yc 
greetnesa nnto our God. 

4 JSe is the Rock, his work is perfect : for all his ways are 
j|ndgment; a Ood of truth and without iniquity, just and right 

6 They have corrupted themselves, their spot is not /Ae spot 
of his children ; they are a perverse and crooked generation. 

6 Do ye thus requite the Lo»n, O foolish people and un- 
wise f is not ho thy father that hath bought thee? hath he not 
made thee, and established thco ? 

7 Remember the days of old ; consider the years of many 
generations : ask thy father, and he will shew thee ; thy elders, 
and they will tell thee. 

S.Wnen the Most High divided to the nations their in- 
ber!tance,iWhen he separated the sons of Adam, he set the 
bounds' of the people according to the number of the children 
of Israel. 

9 ^or the Loan’s portion is his people ; Jacob is the lot of 
bii inheiitance. 

10 He fbund him in a desert land, and in the waste howl- 
ing wilderness; he led him about, he instructed him, he kept 
him M the apple of his eye. 

11 As an eagle stiirath up. her nest, fluttereth over her 
young, qvreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, bcareth them 
on her wings : 

19 So the ‘Loan alone did lead him, and there was no 
strange god with him. 

18 made hum ride on the high places of the, earth, that 
h6.ni|;ht'eftt the increase of the fields ; and he made him to 
honey oat of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock ; 

14 ' Scatter of Wne, and milk of sheep, with fat of lanfibs, and 
tif. the hreed of Bashan, and gos a, with the fat of kidneys 
f4 wheat j and thou didst drink the pure blood of the grape. 

Ih Bttt! Jeahnru^ waxed fet, and kicked : thou art waxen 
tJum iQrt grown thick, thon art covered witA fatness; then 
lih' %||s^ ivhidt made him, and lightly esteemed the 
novation. 

Wm. to jealousy with nbMoge gods ; with 
OiMBdatfticiiy atovokM they mm to anger. 





Jhroxt macn.— If wo fiwr Oed and receive 
Wifll be witnoMos for usj but if we rebel 
iiwV ^ ^ witoewM a|a^»t 
d«#; wad how purs word of God! 

hf lnMU|^^ end 


How spiritually tebeMpg end tetUistug the word of Ood whto 
' applied to the heart tiia lift W the power of the Holy Ghost! 
what an omasing dkange is proouoed upon the ftoe of the eorth igr 
the rain and dew ! What a blessed ^ange is produced upon the 
soul by the word accompanied by Divine influence I The moral 
doB^ 18 changed into a spiritual paradise. 

, PRAYER. 

W E desire, Lord of hosts, the ruler of kings and tlie dis- 
poser of all events, to draw near to thy mercy-seat with 
the voice of adoration, thanksgiving, and praise. When we 
take a survey of the rich inheritance exhibited before us in 
the everlasting Gospel, what reason have wc to sing, Blessed 
bo the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us in Christ with all spiritual blessings. 

We would acknowledge with thankfulness, O Lord, thine 
infinite mercy, in thinking from eternity on our sinful, fallen 
race, and making a provision for our wants. And we praise 
thee that, in the fulness of time, the plan of salvation and the 
riches of redeeming grace have been proclaimed by thy Son, 
the meek and lowly Saviour, who never breaks tno l^ised 
reed, nor quenches the smoking flax. 

We earnestly pray that the glorious Gospel may soon be 
proclaimed in all nations. Let the kings of the earth, and 
all people, princes, and all the judges of the earth, young 
men and maidens, old men and children, be brought under^ 
the preaching of the Word of life, and praise the Lord for the 
matchless wonders of redeeming grace. 

We thank the Father of all mercies that we are brought in 
safety to the beginning of another diy, and that we arc merd« 
fully permitted, in circumstances of undeserved comfort, to 
meet before the throne of grace, where the blessings of salva* 
tion are dispensed. 

Be graciously pleased to preserve us this day from every- 
thing offensive to thee or injurious to our own souls j and may 
we mingle religious and heavenly meditations with our usual 
worldly callings : thus we shall live with thee, and enjoy the 
light of thy gracious countenance. 

May deep and lasting impressions be produced on our minds 
by the word now read, and may our conduct and example this 
day prove we arc living under its sacred influence. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in all the mercy and kindness thou 
hast shown to ancient Israel. Thy dealings with thine Old 
Testament church remarkably illustrate , the truth, that thou 
art a Rock, that thy work is perfect, that thy ways are judg- 
ment, that thou art a God of truth and without iniquity, and 
just and right in all thy providential arrangements. 

We acknowledge that thy kindness to us, as a nation, as a 
church, as a congregation, and as a family, has resembled thy 
kindness to thy people of old. Thou hast led us, thou hast 
given us ministers and ordinances to instruct us, thou hast 
kept us as the apple of thine eye, and watched over us and 
preserved us with peculiar care. As the eagle stirreth up her 
nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her win^ 
taketh them, and bearetn them on her wings, so thou the 
Lord alone didst lead us. But, alas I like Jesfaurun^ we have 
often forsaken God who made us, and we have lightly esteemed 
thee tihe Bock of our salvation. _ 

Impart unto our offspring and domestics iky graeCs When 
they read or hear thy JFordf may it drop upon them as the 
rah, may it distil as the dew, as the email rain upon the 
tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass* 

Bring to our aged friends the enlivening remembrance ot 
Divine truth, to cconfort ibeir souls whim flesh and heart 
begin to fail. 

We supplicate an sxmeg t<) and the pardon of 

all met muh te Jesuit ssk^ our Mediator and Bedeesmr. 

Amen. ^ ^ 

U N 8 ith 


TWENTIBITH WEEK.— THtTBADAT SSVmtlHO 


* OttElST’a XNTBECS88IOK. 
WwrMer. yMwy, Okarititiwn, 

1 A WAKE, 8woot gratitude^ and sing 

The ascended Saviour’s love ; 

Sing how he lives to cony on 
His people’s cause above. 

2 With cries and tears, he offered up 

His humble suit below ; 

But with authority he asks, 

Enthroned in glory now. 

3 For all that come to God by him, 

Salvation he demands ; 

Points to their names upon his breast. 
And spreads his wounded hands. 


T0P1.ADY. 


I JOHN XVIT. 

I CkriiVa eameat Praya'S. 

I^EITHER pray I for these alone, but for them also which 
shall believe on me through their word : 

21 That they all may be one j as thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in thee, that they also may be one in us : that the world 
inay believe th^t thou hast sent me. 

22 And the glory which thou gaveat me I have given them; 
that they may be one, even as we are one : 

23 I m them, and thou in me, that they may be made per- 
fect in one ; and that the world may know that thou hast sent 

I me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 

24 Father, I will that they also, wliom thou hast given me, 
be with me where I am ; that they may behold my glory, 
which thou hast given me : for thou lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world. 

25 O righteous Father, the world hath not known thcc : 
but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast 
sent me. 

26 And I have declared imto them thy name, and will 
declare it : that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may 
be in them, and I in them. 

JOHN XVIII. 

TI^HEN Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with 
his disciples over the brook Cedrou, where was a garden, 
into the which he entered, and his disciples. 

2 And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place : for 
Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples. 

3 Judas then, having received a band of men and officers 
from the chief priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with 
lanterns, and torches, and weapons. 

4 Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come 
upon him, went forth, and said unto them. Whom seek ye? 

5 They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto 
them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood 
with them. 

6 As soon then as he had said unto them, I am Ac, they 
went backward, and fell to the ground. 

7 Then asked he them again. Whom seek ye ? And they 
said, Jesus of Nazareth. 

8 Jesus answered, I have told you that I am Ae .* if there- 
fore ye seek me, let these go their way : 

9 That the saying might be fulfiUed which he spake. Of 
them which thou gavest me have I lost none. 

10 .Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it, and smote 
the hi^ priesPs servant, and cut off his right ear. The 
servBurs name was Malchus, 

Then said Jesus unto Pieter, Put up thy sword into the 
iheaffir th^ cop which my Father hath given me, shall I not 
drxnkit? 

Bsnxntnsoas wrow Jonxr xvu,, xvin.*— Y ast and cemprahensive are 
the intemessory piaym of Christ What multitudes am inteiesM 

2?0 . I 


in his pleadings before the heaveate foo^ a mil and 

blessed the Oiuroh of (Smst^ notwithstaatfiag aU tliaan* 

temal marks of difference. Whm the iini^ of Cbuxo^ 
visibly displayed, the attenlSon of the wom wiU be attmoted, its 
wonder excited, and a desire promoted to be eaaoiUed among the 
living in Jerusalem.” May the conduct of Judas ever {frove a 
salutary beacon before our eyes. May we never be to amj our 
Lord or to disown his cause ; but may we consider it our gteatest 
honour to bear his name. 

PRAYER. 

B lessed and glorious Jehovah, the heav^ declare thy 
glory, and the earth showeth forth thy handy woi^ We 
praise thee that thou hast given a far more glorioui and 
endearing manifestation of thy perfectiozis in the method of 
salvation through the righteousness of thy well-beloved Smi. 
O bestow on each of us such an mterest in the blessings of 
the covenant of grace, that we shall be induced with Moses to 
exclaim. We will publish the name of the Lord: we will 
ascribe greatness to our Lord. 

0 that OUT beloved children may begin note, and conUnue 
to the close r\f their mortal Itves^ to publish the name qf the 


and greatest joy to live and die the servants qf Vhrist 

As a family, we would humbly and eamestW that we 
may be interested in the boundless merit of Christ's atone- 
ment as our sacrificing High-Priest, and in the efficacy of his 
most blessed intercession as our advocate before his Father’s 
throne. Thus, O Lord, we shall become thy portion, and 
thus thou wilt declare us to be the lot of thine inheritance. 
Blessed Jesus, give us faith to believe in thy Word. May wo 
find its saving efficacy on our minds, in giving %ht to our 
understanding and holiness to our affection. Then we shall 
have jUn evidence in ourselves that thy Word is true, proceed- 
ing from thyself alone. 

We supplicate from thee, O God, a saving union with thy- 
self and thy Son Jesus Christ. As a family, may we 1)6 unit^ 
by the closest and the most sacred ties. Never may the fire- 
brands of discord or strife be scattered among us. May a 
saving union subsist between each member of our family and 
our Divine Redeemer; then shall we be all one, as thou the 
Father art in Christ, and Christ in thee. We seek not tox 
ourselves the perishing empty honours of time, but O give vm 
that glory which our Saviour praytd to be given |o all his 
people. Give us a glorious interest in thy love, and a glorioua 
interest in the propitiation which Jesus made for the sanm ci 
men. Give ns a glorious life, even spiritual life arising firom 
a vital union with thy blessed Son. Give us a glorioua robe, 
even a robe of righteousness, by which the guut of unnum- 
bered trans^r^ions shall be taken away, and a blessed title to 
the heavenly inheritance secured. 

O give us a glorious resemblance to thy holy image; 
bearing the likeness of our God, we shall have the satisQdiig 
mark that we are the children of thelMost High. 

May we, ax^ all the families with which we are ConneKA^ 
be interest^ in that prayer of our Divine Immanuel : 

I will that they also whom thou hast given me be witit 'ide 
where I am ; that they may behold my glory which thou 
given me. May we be with thee on earth, thou 
Saviour, living in close intunac^^ and feUowdiip; asod 
are removed from this land of tears, may we 
ever, to behold thy glory in heaven. 

Mav our aged frienda lie obfiered by % 
bare below, and be animal the ' ' 

eternal naitooe with' Clttiatab(^. .■ 

' ' 5^ pnw «d.fc*giTe oi|r 

our .Ettxsty'aad BManoar^’ ' - Am^ < ^ ^ ' 




novLt. 

:^Fmm W^oiiandB^ Jt^kmd, Simm^t, 

1 ^ 

/ ubi]4mtiDeajoyfcl«oiie, 

Boi is my stmugtli, our Saviour God ; 
Let Israel heair ms voice. 

2 Jfrm. vile idolatry 
Preserve my woi%hip ol^ ; 

I am the Lord who set thoe free 
Prom slavery and sin. 

3 Stretch thy dedres abroad, 

And 111 supply them well ; 

* But if ye will remse your God 
If Israel will rebel, 

4 I '11 leave them, saith the Lord, 

To their own lusts a prey. 

And let them run the d^gerous road— 


'T is their own chosen way. 


Watw, Ph. 81 . 


DEUTERONOMY XXXII. 

God*i Waminfft and Tfireateninga. 

O P the Book that begat thee thou art unmindful, and hast 
forgotten God that formed thee. 

19 And wl^ the Lord saw it, he abhorred them, because 
of the provoking of his sons and of his daughters. 

20 And he said, I will hide my face from them, I will see 
what their end shall be ; for they are a very froward genera- 
tion, children in whom is no faith. 

21 They have moved me to jealousy with that which is not 
God ; they have provoked me to anger with their vanities : and 
I will move them to jealousy with those which are not a 
people j 1 will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation. 

22 For a fire is kindled in mine anger, and shall bum unto 
the lowest hell, and shall consume the earth with her increase, 
and set on fire the foundations of the mountains. 

28 1 will heap mischiefs upon them ; I will spend mine 
arrov^ upon them. 

24 They shall be burnt with hunger, and devoured with bum- 
xng heat, and with bitter destruction : I will also send the teeth 
ctf^asts upon them, with the poison of serpents of the dust. 

25 The sword without, and terror witiiin, shall destroy both 
the young man and the virgin, the suckling also with the man 
of my ha^. 

26 I said, I would scatter them into corners, I would make 
the remembrance of them to cease from among men 

27 Were it not that 1 feared the wrath of the enemy, lest 
their adversaries should behave themselves strangely, and lest 
they should say, Our hand is high, and the Loan hath not 
done all this. 

28 For they are a nation void of counsel, neither is there 
any understanding in them. 

29 O that they were wise, that they understood this, that 
tiiey would consider their latter end ! 

w How should one chase a thousand, and two put ten 
thousand to flightj except their Bock had sold them, and the 
Ikmip had shut them up ? 

For their rock is not as our Bock, even our enemies 
judges. 

" (8# their vine is of the vine of Sodom, and of the fields 
their grapes arc grapes of gall, their clusters 

; '1^ ^ pouoa of dragons, and ihe cruel venom 

i; laid tip in store witti and sealed up 


recompense; their foot 
their, calami^ is at 

ha^ aii4 w aottw upon them malie haste. 


Bmaoxim wrar Bim. aom.— Forgetfiilnm. of Qod is followsll 
by the most alarming cojose^uances; but the daily loving and ooa* 
fiding remembnuice of GM is ibllowed by a lengthened train of the 
most distinguished blessings. We never can calculate the evils 
which sin has produced, and of which Moses fiimishes so heart*, 
melti^ a description. It kindles the fire of Divine wrath ,* it is the 
vast fountain whence flow all the bitter streams of sufierihg and of 
sorrow with which our fallen world is overspread ; it has defaced 
the image of God in the soul of man ; it expelled angels from heaven, 
and unfitted them for a place before the throne of God; it nailed 
the hiimaiiity of Christ to the accursed tree ; and it has Idn^ed the 
fiames of Tophot ! Lord, deliver us from sin ! 

PBAYER. 

T^E adore thee, O Lord, as the Divine and unchanging 
Rock. Thou art the Bock that begat us, and thou art 
the God that formed us. O suffer us not to bo unmindful of 
thee our Bock ; O suffer us not to forget thee, the Lord that 
formed us. Divine Saviour, when we think of the situation 
of heathen lands, and the deplorable and helpless situation of 
those who are placing their hopes of heaven on false founda* 
tions, what reason have we as a family to take up the song oi 
Moses into our lips ? For their rock is not as our Bock, even 
our enemies themselves being judges ! ^ 

O Lord, we adore thee with humility and fear, as a jealous 
God. Thou art jealous of thy worship, thy prerogatives, and 
thine ordinances. And thou art a God of vengeance as well 
as of mercy. Prevent us, O Lord, Iwm moving thee to 
jealousy, or of provoking thee to anger by our vanities. Oon* 
vince us that thy jealousy is never more moved than when thy 
Son is rejected ; that thine anger is never more provoked than 
when the rich blessings of his salvation are despised. O con- 
vince us that the fire of thy vengeance never bums with 
greater vehemence than it does against those who live and 
die wilfully rejecting thine unspeakable gift, Heaven pre- 
serve us from such a sin 1 O Son of God, preserve us ^m 
such a doom ! 

May our children and domestics be deeply effected with the 
evil and danger of the sin of despising and rejecting Christ. 
Convince them that it is better never to have been bom, than 
to live and die rejecting the greatest of heaven^s blessings, 
even salvation by a Saviour* s blood. 

Impress on our minds, gracious Spirit, the deplorable con- 
sequences of a life of obstinacy, rebellion, and impenitence. 
By the terrors of the Lord may we be affected and aroused 
to flee to the refuge provided by infinite mercy for parishing 
souls. 

We would affectionately plead with God for such among us 
as are unconverted and unconvinced. Open their eyes to see 
that God is just to punish, as well as merciful to save. May 
they consider how dreadful is God's wrath ; that when the fire 
of thy wrath is kindled, it will bum to the lowest hell— that 
. it shall consume the earth with its increase, and set on fire 
the foundations of the mountains. Convince them of the 
utter vanity of living without Christ, and opposed to God; for 
thou hast threatened to heap mischiefs utou tlyr enemies; 
yea, to spend thine arrows upon them. O Lord our God, 
awake, awake our graceless relatives and friends out vi that 
sleep of carelessness and unconcern which will prove the fore- 
runner of eternal death, if thy rich mercy prevent not. May 
we live to see them alive to God, and heirs d heaven. Have 
mercy on our nation. Justly mayest thou sav respectiDg us. 
They are a nation void of counsel, neither is there any under- 
standing in thm. O that thejjr were wise, that they under- 
stood this, that they would oonsi^ their latter I 

We thank cner God fbr the mercies of the night, and m 
sui^hoategraeetoperfhrm thaduriei of^^^ L^hea* 
and answer and Jesea' sake. Amen* ^ 

tn 




vwibmubth wE]fiK.-^fBm^Y syiHUi^ 


tismmeit or thb ccrnsNAHT. 
iMdkmk CroimOhap^ thnUnn. Am% c. k. 

1 T]SS13[8| Commissioned fix>m abore, 

^ Descends to men below, 

And shows from whence the springs of love 
In endless currents flow. 

S He, whom the boundless heaven adores, 

‘Whom angels long to see, 

Quitted with joy those blis^ul shoroo, 

Ambassador to mo ! 

3 To me, u worm, a sinful clod, 

A rebel all forlorn ; 

A foe, a traitor to my God, 

And of a traitor bom. Serle. 

JOHN XVIII. 

Chri8t*$ Sufferingi. 

T he high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of 
his doctrine. 

20 Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world, I ever 
taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews 
always resort ; and in secret have I said nothing. 

21 Why askest thou me ? ask them which lieard me, what 
I have said unto them : behold, they know what 1 said. 

22 And, when he had thus spoken, one of the officers which 
stood by stnick Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, An- 
. awerest thou the high priest so ? 

28 Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness 
of the evil : but if well, why sraitest thou mcj ? 

24 (Now Annas had sent him bound unto Caiaphos the 
high priest.) 

28 Then led they Jesus from Caiaphos unto the hall of 
judgment i and it was early j and they themselves went not 
mto the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled ; but that 
th^ might eat the passover. 

29 Puate then went out unto them, and said. What accu- 
sation bring ye against this man ? 

80 They answered and said unto him, If he were not a 
malefactor, we would not have delivered him up unto thee. 

^ 81 Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him and judge 
Iiim according to your law. The Jews therefore said unto- 
him. It is not lawful fur us to put any man to death : 

82 That the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he 
spake, signifying what death he should die. 

88 Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and 
called and said unto him. Art thou the King of the Jews? 

84 Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, 
or did otheratell it thee of me? 

85 Pilate answered. Am I a Jew ? Thine own nation and 
the chief priests have delivered thee unto me ; what hast thou 
done? 

86 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world ; if 
my kingdewn were of this world, then would my servants fight, 
that 1 should not be delivered to the Jews : but now is my 
kingdom not from hence. 

87 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then ? 
Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end 
virUa 1 non\, and for this cause came I into the world, that I 
diould bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the 
truth heareth my voice. 

88 Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he 
had sidd thk, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto 
them, 1 ftad in him no fault at all. 

89 But ye have a custom, that I should release unto you 
jne at the paMorer ! will ye theiefme that 1 rdeaie unto you 
the Kinf ^ the Jews ? 

40 Then etied they all again, saykg, Not thk snas, hut 
Barabbaa« NoMr Barafainui was a 


NiS# Barafainui was a robb 


EaixactioirB rroa JoHir xvnx.^*-4IaB malm iuQuirios 
ing Chxist from motives of munity and envy* Bl uii a i l iuu thw who 
wish from motives of admiration and love w kUo^ ittom Christas 
person, and to obtain increasing and clearer femjtgiim of the doo- 
trinos of the glorious Gospel of Ghrist. In Jesns^ ^ tiuth was 
embodied and exemplified and illustrated and enflem^ thlUnghout 
tho whole of his useful, spoUess, and unparalleled life. Hone dis- 
posed to be instructed as humble disciples at his feet bould forbear 
to acknowledge that he was the Light of the world, and of the 
Church ; and that Divine, unerring truth, shone in him: with all 
tho brightness of a meridian sun, onr hearts be dec^y and 
solemnly affected with the suflbrings of Christ ! "Was he smitten by 
an officer rude and borbarons? ^ was smitten that we might 
escape tho smiting of the rod of Divine wrath. Was he bound as a 
prisoner ? It was that we might be set free from the slavery of sin, , 
and obtain tho glorious liberty of the sons of God, 

PRAYER. 

G od of providence and of grace, we bless thee that thou 
hast preserved us to the close of another day ; and that 
an opportunity is afforded us, before we retire to rest, of pour- 
ing out our supplications at thy throne, and of commending 
ourselves, soul and body, to thy Divine guardianship and oare^ 
May the night on which we are entering admonish us of the 
night of death, when our eyes shall be for ever dosed mi all 
eartlily objects, and when our ears shall hear no more for ever 
the noise of this busy, changing world. In the prospect of 
that night of death, which will overtake us sooner or later, 
may we escape for our lives, may we tarry not in all the plain, 
and may we find ourselves safe in Christ, the true city of 
refuge. We thank thee that, at the close of this day, we 
have a place to Jay our heads ; and we would fervently pray 
that, at the close of the day of human life, wo may findl a j 
heaven to receive our spirits, even tho house not mMe with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. 

May our souls be duly impressed with what we have now 
read of tho sufferings of Jesus. May his sufferings affect us 
more than our own ; and may we think and speak of them with 
infinitely greater interest than of the sufferings of the nearest 
and dearest of earthly connections. O Saviour, we thank thee 
for thy Gospel, the doctrine which thou didst speak openly to 
tho world, and which thou didst ever teach in the synagogue 
and the temple. Give us grace to believe thy docile, and 
by faith to feed on thy Gospel. Let not our knowled^ bc 
merely speculative, may it be saving. Let it not only he tlie 
knowledge of the head, may it also be the knowledge of the 
heart. May we not only admire the Gospel as a lovely iqnrtem, 
but may we enjoy it as the life and nourishment of tm soul. 

May the details we have now read of the cruelty uith wfaidi 
our Saviour was treated, when he was abused by the high* 
priest and struck by his servant, teach us to mourn over the 
fallen, degraded nature of man. May we mourn over the 
depth of impiety into which it has st^, and over the frnil 
stains of cruelty and murder by which it is stained. 

Mat/ OUT dear children be melted into loee^ when then §ee< 
how Jesus loved them^ and how he suffered f of them. Kmdh^ 
Holy Spirit ^ in their youthful hearts the sawed . 
to Christ; then will they prove in Ijfej and UU dealhfthe 
faithful champions of a Saviour^ s cross. 

Teach our i^ed friends, whde bearing the burden iiiA 
ing the infirmities of advanced years, to remembear the 
the Saviour bore, and the afflictions and agonies imder 
died. May the remembrance strengthen* thmn aad^stMil|^^ 
ns during the part of our ioumey that remains. ‘ ' ' 

We wgoice, O Jesus, that thou art a ; 

Saviotur. We acknowledge thee as our Banrloiiir^^ e^ 
heftBn thee as our Sing. •• i 

> Q Lord cmr God, and heat j 

Jesos’ salm, cmr#oi^ 






n BWMCl. 

"I t?|^ra Mmt xbidbd our Mills afraid, 
” ,H Ood bo wiik us theroj 
^o my widk tJirooi^ her darkest ebade, 
Aud never yield to fear. 

i I could reuounoe my all below, 

Xf my Creator bid; 

rou, if I were c^od to go, 

And die at Moses did. 

d Mi^t I but climb to risgah’s top, 

And view the promised land, 

My flesh itsdf should long to drop, 

Ai\d pray fbr the command. 


an. 


Watw, 49, B. //. 



DEUTERONOMY XXXII. 

CotmuU to /mtel. 

F ® the Lord shall judge his people, and repent himself for 
his servants, when he secth that their power is gone, and 
Iker^ is none shut up, or left. 

87 And he shall say, Where are their gods, /heir rock in 
whom the^ trusted, 

88 Which did eat the fat of their sacrifices, and drank the 
wine of their drink offerings ? let them rise up and help you, 
and be your protection. 

89 See now that I, even I, am he, and /here is no god with 
mci I kill, and I make alive; 1 wound, and I heal : neither is 
iAtre any that can deliver out of my hand. 

40 For I lift up my hand to heaven, and say, I live for ever. 
41 If I whet my glittering sword, and mine hand take hold 
on judgment; I will render vengeance to mine enemies, and 
will reward them that hate me. 

42 I wiirmake mine arrows drunk with blood, and my 
•word shall devour flesh ; and that with the blood of the slain 
and of the captives, from the beginning of revenges upon the 
enemy. 

48 Rejoice, 0 ye nations, tai/h his people : for he will avenge 
the blood of his. servants, and will render vengeance to his 
adversaries, and will be meroifdl unto his land, and to his 
peo]^. 

44 And Moses come^md spake all the words of tliis song in 
the ears of the people, he and Hoshea the son of Nun. 

45 And Moses made an end of speaking all these words to 
all Israel: 

46 A^d he said unto them, Set your hearts unto all the 
words which I testify among you this day, which ye shall 
command your children to observe to do, all the words of this 

law. 

47 IPor it is not a vain thing for you ; because it is your 
life : and through this thing ye shall prolong your days in the 
whither ye go over Jordan to possess it. 

48 Akld the Loan speke unto Moses that selfsame day, 
HQflng; 

, 49 Oct thee up iutp this mountain Abarim, «n^o mount 
vliidi if m the land of Moab, that is over against 
and tohold the land of Canaan, which I give unto 
wA tH^iSiseo. of larael for a possession : 

^ in the mount whither thou goest up, and be 
’ “ ajniip' iShy people j as Aaron thy brother died in moiint 

‘ l^em unto '^ people : 

wa tieapaaaed against me among the children of 
of Heriibah«Kadeah, in ime wilderness of 
yc •MjCtified me xu)t in the midst of the children 

land before ; but thou iJiait 
^ children of 


Rsfimnojcs irroir IhuTfs mpuzs^-l^ovcr did parents watch omr 
their ^dren as Qod watches 6ver his people. His love 
ardent; his knowledge of their oiroumstanoes most perfect and 
minute. Earthly parents must slumber and sleep, when &oy can 
afford their children no hete. . God is a Father who never lum- 
bers, who never sleeps.” God is alone in his absolute, universal, 
and irresistible sovereignty. What a Deliverer is Chiist. He 
delivers his people out of the hand of tho most fermidable enemies. 

But neither death, nor life, nor angels^ nor prindpalitios and powers, 
nor things present, nor things to oome,” nor any other creature, shall 
be able to take tho objects of his oaro from the arms of his mercy, 
or tho bosom of his love. 


0 


PRAYER. 

LORD our God, who art the Divine and overflowing 
fountain of all goodness, thou makest the outgoings of 
the morning and evening to praise thee. Thou hast given us 
reason and understanding, that we may know thee : O impart 
thy grace ; then we shall be enlightened in the knowledge of 
Christ. Thou hast given us affections, that we may love fliee : 
impart tliy grace; then we shall love thee with all our heart. 
Tliou h^t given us the faculty of speech, that we may praise 
thee : give us thy Holy Spirit ; then our lips shall proclaim 
thy praise. We draw near to thee as thy professed children 
to present our morning-sacrifico through the mediation of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We rejoice that this name is 
always acceptable and all-prevailing in the court of heaven. 

We bless thy kind and gracious providence, that, after the 
sleep, protection, and rest of another night, we are allowed in 
the eiyoyment of health to enter upon another day, and to 
begin our daily duties by fellowship with God. May thy bless^ 
ing, O Lord, accompany us all in tho engagements of the day.. 
When following our temporal pursuits, may we be preserved! 
from the love of worldly objects, and may none of them be 
allowed to withdraw our thoughts or affections from thee. 
May temporal business never be allowed to unfit us for re- 
ligious duties. Convince us that giving preference to the 
things of time before those of eternity, is to place the soul in 
circumstances of the most alarming danger. 

If our dear children should be spared to engage An the lauful 
pursuits of this life, 0 preserve them from covetous hearts. May 
their minds never be under the dominion of the love of the 
world; but may they covet earnestly the beat gift, even Jesus 
Christ, the Son of thy love. We earnestly pray that our ser^ 
vants may live in grace here and glory hereafter. 

We adore thee, O Lord, as the great and almighty Sove- 
reign, whose right it is to kill and to make alive, to wound 
and to heal. There is none able to deliver out of thy hand. 
O Lord, may wo not be brought under thy deserved wrath, 
but may wc be made alive by thy regenerating grace, and 
obtain eternal life through the merits of our Saviour^s death. 
Have mercy on our graceless and impenitent friends. Convince 
them that there is no state so dreadful as to die unprepared, 
and thus fall into the hands of the living God ; for none, O 
Lord, can deliver out of thy hand. 

We rejoice that thou wilt nevef forsake thy people, nor 
allow their enemies finally to prosper. What reason hove we 
to nraise thee, that thou wilt avenge the blood of thy amrante, 
ana render vengeance to thine adversaries ! but thou wilt be 
mercifrd to thy land and to thy people. O Lord, be merdiy 
to our land and to our people. 

Prepare us aU for the eternal world. May we obtain by 
faith a sight of heaven; then we could ran If called to go, 
and die as Moaea did. Give to our aged rdativea a view of 
heaven aa their home; then they ahall bng to depart and be 
with eshriat. which k fiir better. 

We hammy our {Myers, and the pardon 

of all oar am Iter JeaewP ael^ OOT blessed B^eei^ Amen 


m 


.TWENTTOEH WlSBK.~i#ATlIEIJA.y BYl^niK*. 


IT 18 nMUBSS. 

jWwtlL NtwCamy. WmAm$. Oiltani. 

1 IJABK! the voice of love ond mercy 

Sounds aloud from Calvary ! 

Soc, it rends the rocks asundor. 

Shakes the earth, and veils the sky 
It is finislied !— Hear the dying Saviour cry ! 

2 It is finished ! — 0 what pleasure 

Do these charming words afford ! 

Heavenly blessings without measure, 

Flow to us from Christ the Lord : 

It is finished !— Saints, the dying words record. 

8 Tuno your harps, anew, yo seraphs, 

Join to sing the pleasing theme ; 

All on earth, and all in heaven, 

Join to praise Immanuers name, 

Hallelujah !— Glory to the bleeding Lamb ! 


JOHN XI?C. 

Cki’i8t*a Death, 

rpHE Jews answered him, Wc have a law, and by our law he 
JL ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God. 

8 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more 
afraid; 

9 And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto 
Jesus, Whence art thou? but .lesua gave him no answer. 

10 Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? 
knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have 
power to release thee ? 

11 Jesus answered. Thou couldest have no power at all 
against me, except it were given thee from above : therefore 
he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin. 

12 And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him : but 
the Jews cried out, saying. If thou let this man go, thou art 
not CiBsaris friend. Whosoever maketh himself a king, 
speaketh against Cmsar. 

16 Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be cruci- 
fied. And they took Jesus, and led him away. 

25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and 
bis mothcris sister, Mary the wife of Clcophas, and^Mary 
Magdalene. 

26 When Jesus therefore saw his motlier, and the disciple 
standing by whom he loved, be saith unto his mother, Woman, 
behold thy son I 

27 Then saith he to the disciple. Behold thy mother! And 
from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home. 

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now 
accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I 
ihiiBt. 

29 Now there was set a Vessel full of vinegar : and they 
filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put 
it to his mouth. 

80 When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said. 
It is finished : and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 

SEVXiBcnoNS UPON John xix. — Never did wild beast thirst more 
eomestly for the blood of its victim, than the cruel malignant Jews 
thirsted after the death of God’s incarnate Son. Pilate was afraid 
when Jesus was before hia tribunal. 0, what shall be his terror 
when he appears before the judgment scat of Cfiirist ! Pilate declared 
he had |preat power. But how did he abuse that power in pronounc- 
the innocent Jesus, in opposition to his conscience, the sentence 
of diBsdihf And what must he his confusion and despair at the last 
4kjr, vrhto 1(6 finds himBelf in the judidal pover of JeniB, wbom he 
eefiduaheA to die ! FecoUaiiy sffieotmg the situation <f£ the Yiigin ! 
liCuT n^efifiie mw her Son after the flesh nailed to the aoeWsed 
trwu Mopfaeegr of Simeon waa ftdflUed, “A sword shall 

uiene tfamriun tluiis own bowds.*' Xhat tonnentiim wound has 

*d6 


long sinoe passed away for ever, saw Jesus a lifeless corpse 
the tTM: she now sees him an SMlnV'Uii ^e fiuim. 

Iwe saw him die to save ; Ae now sees hm s Feuiae 

and a Saviour, to give repentance unto Istad, aiiol tMssioa of shts 
unto many." She saw him encompassed vnth the dufiPMSs of death; 
she now beholds him enveloped with the glories of bsuiren. 

i-Tj-iruirir i r i **"*'^-"*********** — *^^****^^**^ 

PRAYER. 

A DORABLE Redeemer, we have now read tiiee m an 
humbled, suffering Saviour, but wo rc^ice that thy 
sufferings are for ever past, and that thou art now the eaaltea 
Redeemer. Thou art elevated infinitely above all prindpaH^tM 
and powers in the heavenly places. O that we comd amg wift 
believing ecstacy and joy, Blessing and honour and glory and 
power unto our Ood who sits upon the throne, and'to the 
Lamb, for ever and ever. 

Wc acknowledge and adore thee, O Jesus, as the Son of 
Ood, equal with the Father and Spirit, in perfections and 
prerogatives and as possessed of the same Divine nature end 
glory. 

As a family we praise thee that thou didst become the 
surety of a lost worm. O give us faith to believe that thou 
art our surety, that thou hast undertaken our cause, that tboii 
hast suffered and died in our room and stead, and that the 
guilt of all our sins is for ever token away. May we beHeve 
that thou didst bear our sins in thine own body on the tree* 

Give us grace to admire the manner in which thou didst 
suffer. With silence and meekness thou didst submit to thine 
unparalleled sufferings. Lilce a lamb thou wast led to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so thou 
openedst not thy mouth. In all our afflictions may we be 
enabled to show that the same mind is in us which was alao 
ill thee. In all our afflictions may we be endued with a rich 
supply of patience and meekness, to bear our afflictions; and 
impart unto us a lively faith, to look beyond all our afflictions, 
to the gjorious and gracious recompense of reward. M^we 
often meditate with emotions of exalted joy on the finSIt^ 
work of salvation completed ou Calvary’s cross. We rejoice 
that the law is now magnified and maae honourable, that 41 
the demands of justice are completely satisfied, and the in-, 
suited perfections of the Divine nature glorified. 

Teachf O Lord, our children to admire that bleseed and 
tender display of affection which our Saviour mantfetted 0 
his mother when suspended from the cross. May their lone 
to their earthly parents continue and increase ; aisd neutr^ 
never may it be weakened or destroyed by courses qf depra^ 
city and sin. May our servants be affected by the snffevif^s 
of Christ and saved by his death ! 

We thank thee, O Lord our God, for the m^^nes imd 
deliverances of the week which has nearly come to a dose ; 
and praise thee for what we have experienced of thy goodness, 
patience, and mercy. 

We implore that the sins of the week may be forgiven. We 
have not only offended thee in our temporu business, bi^ hot 
our spiritual duties. In all things we q^Ebnd. But we wei^ 
pray that we may be enabled constantly to look by faith to 
Jesus, as the only propitiation. 

We would anticipate, O Lord, with nleasure the 3li||pr^ 
approach of thy holy day. If it is thy wul, may w0 
see it, and engage in its sacred exerdses. May it be A ^ 
great improvement to us as a family, and a day of great 
all the churches. May it be a day of great comfort ; ^ 
pilgrims, and may th^ obtain fresh am resawed 
the part of their jomJney that remains. * , 

^sMst aermts, sod 'my 

'for Jesus’ sal^. Aiul ' 

^JesusCkmbe wiOi'iss's^. ' 'A smb. • . 


i?wiEiiaTf4BmOT iisbietta. 


OBtDiaiioa *nns than sacbiticb. 

Cn. MiUm, c. ic. 

I ^I^HtTS saith the Lor^ The ejutoious fields, 
Aiidflooks, andhe^, aremine; 

0*er all tiie oatide of the hiUs 
I claim a right divine. 

% I ask no sheep for sacrifice, 

Kof holloolu burnt with fire ; 

To hoM and love, to pray and praise, 

Is ail that I require. 

. fi Call u;^ me when trouble’s near, 
iiy hand shall set thee free ; 

Then shall thy thankfril lips declare 
The honour due to me. 

' Wattb, A. 50,t)./7. 

PSALM L. 

CMPt and JuHiee. 

rpHB mighty God, even the Lord, hath spoken, and called 
the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going down 
thereof. 

2 Oiit of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined. 

8 Our God sh^ come, and shall not keep silence : a lire 
shall devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous 
round about him. 

4 He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, 
that he may judge his people. 

5^ Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made 
a covenant with me by sacrifice. 

6 And the heavens shall declare his righteousness : for God 
ii judge himself, gelah. 

7 , Hear, 0 mv people, and I will speak ; O Israel, and I will 
testify a^inat thee : I am God, even thy God. 

8 I will not reprove thee for thy sacrifices, or thy burnt- 
officrings, to have been continually before me. 

9 I will take no bullock out of thy house, nor be goats out 
of ti||fold8. 

lOjPor every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon 
a thousand hills. 

11 1 know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild 
beasts of the field are mine. 

12 If 1 were hungry, I would not tell thee : for the world 
fr mine, and the fulness thereof. 

18 Will I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats? 

14 Offer unto God thanksgiving ; and pay thy vows unto 
the Moat High. 

16 And Cf^ upon me in the day of trouble : I will deliver 
thee, and thou ahalt glorify me. 

16 But unto the wicked God saith, What hast thou to do 
to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldest take my covenant 
in thy mouth? 

17 Seeing thou hatest instruction, and easiest my words 
behind thee. 

Al These things hast thou done, and I kept silence ; thou 
themgfateat that l was altogether such an one as thyself; but I 
wiU mviova thee, and set them in order before thine eyes. 

22 Inow consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you in 
and there be none to deliver. 

2ft. Whoso offered praise glorificth me: and to him that 
dfidesn^Ait oonveirBatiou aright will 1 shew* the salvation of 

God, 

f^ir TsiiK I.. — ^That will be a day of infinite im> 
when Jesus, with his loud and powerful 
(nunnian an intelligent uxuveme to 
^en he shall appear as Zion’s 
in the midst of whioh he unceasingly 
^ ^ in all the 

brighftieMi glory, hr ever and ever. 

How idw^us and sfeml Wk iahits aggeae on fliat judgment- 


day, for which every other dav was made ! Arrayed in ad the erases 
of his Spirit, and covered with the robe of his righteousness; they 
shall be fair as the moon, and dear as tho sun; th^shall shine i 
the firmament, and, through eternity, as the stars, what a prospect 
does the judgment-day furnish to the enemies of Christ 1 Now let 
them hear his voice, and receive his grace ! 

PEAYER. 

TN the commencement of thy sacred, hallowed day, O Lord, 
we would adore thee in the name of Jesus, Thou art the 
mighty God, even the Lord. Thou didst spei^ by thy creat- 
ing voice, and call the earth into existence. As the God of 
providence, thou dost preside from the rising of the sun to the 
going down of the same. Thou art glorious in all thy works. 
But we rejoice that, as the God of redemption, the very per- 
fection of thy beauty and thy grace has shone with peculiar 
glory in Zion thy church. 

O redeeming God, we adore thee not only as the Saviour of 
men, but as the Judge of the world. Thou hast appointed a 
day in which thou shalt come, and shalt not keep silence. A 
fire shall devour before thee, and io all thine enemies it shall 
be very tempestuous round about. O prepare each one of us, 
and all our beloved friends in whose salvation we feel concerned, 
for that solemn day, when thou wilt call to the heavens from 
above, and to the earth, that thou mayest judge thy people. 
Like them, may wo be found at the right hand of the Judge ; 
and, clothed in the righteousness of Christ, may we be acquitted 
before an assembled world. We bless thee, most gracious God, 
for the Sabbath-day. To us may it ever be a day of spiritual 
advancement in thmgs divine, and a day that will remind ub 
of the society, the employments, and the enjoyments of heaven. 
Thus may we ever say of thy blessed Sabbath: Welcome, 
sweet day of sacred rest, on which our Saviour rose triumphant 
from the grave I Ever may thy services be reviving to my 
breast, and thy light animating to my soul I 

May we, as individuals and as a family, consider one day in 
thy courts in the enjoyment of thy divine fellowship, as pre- 
ferable to ten thousand days in pleasurable sin. 

We rejoice, 0 Lord, to think that multitudes of thousands 
shall this day hear the everlasting gospel of thy Son. While 
we pray for all thy people, that they may be advanced this day 
in divine attainments, we would more especially supplicate our 
God in behalf of the unconverted hearers of the word. By 
thy law, applied to the conscience by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, may their eyes be opened to see their sin and danger. 
Convince them that to live in a state of enmity against tnee 
is to continue in a situation of danger which heart cannot con- 
ceive. May they sec that they are among the number of those 
who forget God, and that thy threatening is directed against 
such. Say to them, this day, by divine power, Now consider 
this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces,*and thi^ 
be none to deliver. Under thy Gospel faithfully preached 
may many be persuaded to accept of J esus, as he is offered to 
sinners, even the chief. 

We pray for our rulers, that their hearts may be adorned 
with grace, and their laws established in righteousness. We 
pray that they may exercise authority as under the eye of God, 
We pray for the mighty and the wealthy, that tb^ may be 
made the benefactors of our race. We pray for the instructors 
of the young in our universities and schools, that they may 
be taught of God. We pray for our Bible and mission^ 
institutions, that they may bie ixistrumental in ^e salvation 
of millions. 

O comfort the afiSioted in their abodes fay tfay presence, and 
by the hopes of an etenial Sabbath in heaven. 

Be present with our pastor and his flock. He^ pur prayer, 
for Jesus* sake. Amen. 

Our Father whidi art in heaven, ftc. 

0 o set 


TWBNTY-flRST •'WEfiK.— SABBAUSE 1TKNIN(J. 


CONFIMION. 

WifUrkm. SUMwy, Ohamwtk, WakM o. «. 

1 T OED, I would spread my soro distress 
•1^ g\ji\t before eyes ; 

A|ramst tSy laws, against thy grace, 

How bi^ my crimes arise 1 

2 Shouldst thou condemn my soul to hell, 

And crush my flesh to dust, 

Ueayen would approve thy vengeance well, 

And earth must own it just. 

3 Bom in a world of guilt, I drew 

Contagion with my breath ; 

And, as my days advanced, I grew 
A juster prey for death. 

4 Cleanse me, 0 Lord, and cheer my soul 

With thy forgiving love ; 

0, make my broken spirit whole, 

And bid my pains remove. Watts, P$, 51, p. /. 

Confession. 

H ave mercy upon me, O God, according to thy loving- 
kindness; according unto the multitude of thy tender 
mercies blot out my transgressions. 

2 Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin. 

8 For I acknowledge my transgressions ; and my sin is ever 
before me. 

4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil 
in thy sight; thst thou mightest be justified when thou speak- 
cst, and he elear when thou judgest. 

6 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity ; and in sin did my 
mother conceive me. 

6 Behold thou desirest truth in the inward parts ; and in 
the hidden thou shalt make me to know wisdom. 

7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean ; wash me, 
and 1 shall be whiter than snow. 

8 Make me to hear jo^ and gladness ; that the bones which 
thou hast broken may rejoice. 

9 Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine 
iniquities. 

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God ; and renew a right 
spirit within me. 

11 Cwt me not away from thy presence ; and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. 

12 liestore unto me the joy of thy salvation ; and uphold 
me with thy free spirit. 

13 Then will 1 teach transgressors thy ways ; and sinners 
shall be converted unto thee. 

14 Deliver me from bloodguUtiness, O God, thou God of 
my salvation ; and my tongue shidl sing aloud of thy righte- 
ousness. 

16 O Loan, open thou my lips : and my mouth shall shew 
forth thy praise. 

16 For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: 
thou delightest not in burnt offering. 

17 lie sacrifices of God are a broken spirits a broken and 
a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 

18 Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion : build thou the 
walls of Jerusalem. 

19 Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righte- 
ousnesi^ with burnt offering and whole burnt offering : then 
shill they offer bullocks upon thine altar. 

BiruDcmoss upok PsaIm w.*— 'T he mercy of God teaches repent- 
ance for rill, mercy enoourages to seek the pardon of sin, mercy 
bostowa the tegivsness of sin. David’s sin was truly gmat; but 
hisnenitsnse^^ great, and great sovemgn grace bestowed a great 


„tTeffieg^ Wlodi ezoited iJie wonder, end eelled forUi ibe 
Uiankftdnew and love of the rojid penitent Miho watered hia cotatA 


with bia tean; and who, tmx afterwaeda, koked nnon himadf as 
the leaat of sointo, and ai ttw diief «f IwathiM after 

holiness is a satijifying mark tiiat sin. Is tod tto soul 

regenerated. A wish far pardon, assoriaWfl'^ ^ dbsi^ 
sin, is an undoubted evidonoe of being in fiiS of bittamess 
and in the bond of iniquity.’' What a saerifloe Cfhrist has made to 
atone for sin, and what a provision he has made to remove the nol* , 
lution of sin ! 

PRAYER. 

TYTHAT are we, O Lord, we dionld 1* parmitted to 
’V enjoy privilegea so diatinguished? We have not tjnly 
been allowed to hear thy gracious voice in the gates of Zion, 
thy public courts; but we are permitted to hold feUovrehip 
with thyself in the dwellings of Jacob, even our private 
abodes. For these blessings of inestimable worth we wooM 
encourage each other to bless and praise thy holy, graddns 
name ; for thy mercy endureth for ever. 

O Lord we adore thee and approach unto thoe as the God 
of our salvation. Thou art the God of our salvation, and OUT 
tongue shall sing aloud of tby righteousness. As a. family, 
may we sing of thy righteousness all our days ; and when our 
mortal tongue shall remain silent amid the darkness of the 
tomb, may God, ^orified by the rigbteouaness of Christ, be the 
endless subject of our praise in the heave^ world. 

We conf^s, O Lord, our sinfulness. We were shapen ki 
iniquity, and in sin did our mothers conceive us. As oy Onr 
natural birth we are polluted and vile, by a new birth may vre 
be made righteous and holy. Lord, we acknowledge out tnms* 
gressions. May our sins in their enormity and guilt be ever 
1>cfore us, that we may be led to a constant feeling of humility, 
and the constant exercise of repentance. We contess that w 
our sins are directed against thee, even though thqr may be 
more immediately committed against others, hfay we see the 
enormity of sin as directed against God, and as i nfinite l y 
posed to the holiness of thy nature. 

In thb language of thy servant we would supplicate hol^tes . 
Purge us with hyssop, and we shall be clean ; wash ua, and 
we shall he whiter than the very snow. Holy Spirit^ we would 
humbly yet earnestly invoke thy sanctifying influences. Thy 
power alone can remove the loathsomeness of sin, and impart 
the beauties of holiness. 

Let our beloved children and domesiica be toothed udth the 
washing of regeneration ; let them be made the auldeete ^ a 
new creation, and be transformed by the renewing qf the Boly 
Ghost, • 

May glorious effects be produced by the ]^feaohing of the 
Gospel on this hallowed day. May many fiml a sense df sin ' 
who never felt it before ; may many be alarmed on aeeount of 
the consequences of unpardoned guilt who never felt bcdb'Ve 
the fear of wrath. May many be induced to flee to Jesus iat 
redemption who have hitherto refused the offers of redemnin^ 
grace. 

Have pity, O Lord, on the descendants of Jacob, and open 
their eyes, which have been so long blinded by prejniflM'tel^ 
mity, and unbelief, that they may now clearly see niiitCw^ 
is come, and that Jesus is the true Messiah. 

We thank thee for thy kindness to us as a &mily and W A 
con^egation. We bless thee fw thy kindness to our belo^ 
minister, in enabling him to dispense among ns the onufltil iof 
truth. O deliver our congregation firom quritmil dCHSlieei; 
and may all our hearts be warmed with the sacred cif 
hofy zeal. ’ 

May all of us be made to hear joy and 
unto ns the joy of thy salvation; and inay we 
under the believing impreauon that then art ^ ; ■ 

Mi^ all our prayers and services this day be iuM^^ 
our ami pardoned, fin Jeans oar Redeemer^ idtA Ameai. 

Onr Fwher which art in Imaven, |^' 



chemt’s eesurrectiox. 
fFafaroreil iVew. iTeffey. Bm/mdion. DamdlM, 

1 "VE8! the E^eemer rose, 

* The Saviour left the dead, 

And o*er onr hellish foes 
High raised bis oonqueiing head ; 

In wild dismay 
The guards around 
I Fall to tho ground, 

! And sink away. 

S Lo ! tho angelic bands 
In fhll assembly meet, 

To wait his liigh command^:, 

And worship at his foot : 

Joyful they come, 

And wing their way 
From realms of day 
To Jesus’ tomb. Doodridob. 

JOHN XX. 

DUdpla at Chritt^t Qrave, 

^pHE first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, 
when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the 
stone taken away from the sepulchre. 

2 Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to 
the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them. 
They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we 

• know not where they have laid him. 

3 Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and 
came to the sepulchre. 

4 So they ran both together : and the other disciple did 
outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. 

6 And he, stooping down, and lookmg in, saw the linen 
clothes lying ; yet went he not in. 

6 Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into 
the sepulchre, and sceth the linen clothes lie, 

7 And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with 
the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself. 

8 Then went in also that other disciple which came first to 
the s^ulchre, and he saw, and believed. 

9 For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise 
f^ain fix)m the dead. 

10 Then the disciples went away again unto their own home. 

11 But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping ; and 
as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre. 

12 And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, 
and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 

18 And they say unto her. Woman, why weepest thou? 
She saith unto them, Because they have taken away my 
Lord, and 1 know not where they have laid him. 

14 And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, 
and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. 

15 Jesus saith unto her. Woman, why weepest thou ? whom 
aeekest thou ? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith 
unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where 
thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. 

16 Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and 
saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say. Master. 

17 Jesus saith imto her. Touch me not; for I am not yet 
aaoended to my Father ; but go to my brethren, and say unto 
them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my 
God, and your God. 

18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had 
seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her. 

Rmsof^coHS uroN Jomr xr.--We cannot tbink of Mary Hagda- 
leno^s love to Jesus without admiring its strength, its ardour, and 
its She was forgiven much, ond she loved much. Kay 

our love tb iCbzist bear some rosemblonoe to hers, in aidWi m 
degree, and in continuanoe. Though Kory, through ignorane^lTii 


disappointed when die saw the BaviouFs mptj grave, die soon 
found that Christ’s empty sepulohie was the ^uroh’s glmry, and 
the hlessed security for the resurrection of all this memberii of the 
Church at the last day. And what a ^ous dty, when the graves 
of the redeemed shall be empty sepiuohies, and die bodies winch 
inhabited them for ages arrayed in robes of immortality ! What on 
honour was confbrred on Mary Magdalene ! She was the diet who 
beheld the risen Saviour : she saw him on^ the cross, the victiin of 
mortality ; she saw him laid in the tomb, in the apparel of death ; 
and she now beholds him, the resurreotion and the liib. 


PRAYER. 

I NFINITELY holy and gracious Lord God, from thee ahmo 
cometh every good and perfect gift. Thy blessinn nro 
innumerable, like the dew-drops of the morning. We a<£new» 
ledge that wc arc indebted to thee for all those comforts which 
render the vale of tears tolerable, and which even in some 
cases make it a little heaven here below. We praise tiiee for 
that Divine foundation revealed in the Word of life, on whidi 
we are permitted with the greatest security to build our hopes 
of heaven and immortality. May it, therefore, be the loving 
desire of our heart to begin and end every day in the enjoy- 
ment of intercourse with thyself. 

Let unfeigned gratitude inspire our hearts for the pemmal 
and social, the temporal and spiritual blessings we have this 
day enjoyed. For the light of reason we praise thee, but 
above all for the light of Divine truth ; for the society of 
friends we praise thee, but above all for fellowship with thee 
our God ; for assistance in our temporal calling we praise tiiee, 
but above all for assistance in our religious engagements. 

We thank thee for unknown mercies conferred upon us, 
many of which consist in deliverance from unknown evils and 
dangers. And we thank thee for known blessings, which are 
like the hairs of our head, which cannot be munbered. 

We look up to thee, thou Preserver of men, for preserva- 
tion this night. Mercifully surround our habitotion and our 
ersons : for except thou keep the city, the watchman waketh 
ut in vain. If it is thy holy will, spare us to the light of 
another day, and may we awake amid thy gradous smiles. 
Preserve us from the predatory sons of violence; preserve our 
persons and our dwelling from devouring flames : but, above 
all, preserve our souls, and the souls of out beloved children in 
thy presence, and the souls of all our relatives and friends^ 
from the flames of hell. O God, forbid that any of us should 
die finally impenitent, and, at last, perish in those abodes of 
endless despair where the worm never dies, and where the fire 
is never quenched ! 

Bless to us, O Lord, the Word we have now read. May 
each one of us be enabled, from a believing experience of the 
Divine excellence of thy Word, to sing. We wiU never forget; 
for with it thou hast quickened us. 

Lord, bestow upon us the spirit of piety and love whidi 
shone with such humility and loveliness in the life of Mary 
Magdalene. While we admire the love she manifested to 
Jesus while standing and weeping beside his grave, may wo. 
earnestly supplicate the Spirit to kindle in our bosoon.a supor^ 
lative love to Christ. 

May we derive great consolation from the ^esu^reotio|l^^ciif 
Jesus. Mighty Saviour I the grave could not retain 
its power. We rejoice that thou didst burst asund^ iljie 
fetters of mortality, and thus proclaim thyself befiwo an al« 
tonisbed universe the Conqueror of death. 

Comfort us with the animating prospect of a gloriopi^ l^^ 
rection. May thine aged people, who are on tlM» 
grave, look beyond the Jordan of death, andl the 

blesi^ hope of awaking in the likeness of Chxhi^ ^ X , 

All we ask is for iihe aake of our risen 
Amen. V'’'' ^ ' 


tWENTT-FIEST WBER—MONDAV 3BVBNlN(i. 
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MM I 




mTtt or itosi% 

Jk^oh, fkiftttim T imii9m. Slm» c.n. 

I f OBBt ^^rnimiteaisaght 
" To teie ttkjr loveljr face, 

To dwell whole ap;ea in thy eighty 
And ^ thy vital tays. 

S This (Jabriel knowsi and sings thy namO| 

With rapture on his tongue ; 

Hoses the saint enjoys the some, 

And heaven repeats the song. 

3 While the bright nation sounds thy pralso 
From each eternal hill, 

Sweet odours of exhaling grace ^ 

, The happy region fill. Wi.Txa. 

DEUTERONOMY XXXIII. 

of the Tribes, 

A KD of Naphtalt he said, 0 Naphtali, satisfied with favour, 
and full with the blessing of the Lord : possess thou the 
west and the south. 

34’ And of Asher Ke said, Let Asher be blessed with chil- 
^hen ; let him be acceptable to his brethren, and let him dip 
his foot in oil. 

. 25 Thy shoes shall be iron and brass ; and as thy days, so 
shall t^ strength be. 

36 There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun, who rideth i 
upon the heaven in thy help, and in his excellency on the sky. 

27 The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the 
everlasting arms; and he shall thrust out the enemy from 
before thee ; and shall say. Destroy them. 

28 Israel then shall dwell in safety alone ; the fountain of 
Jacob shall be upon a land of com and wine ; also his heavens 
shall drop down dew. 

DEUTERONOMY XXXIV. 

A ND Moses went up from the plains of Moab, unto the 
mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over 
against Jericho : and the Loro shewed him all the laud of 
Gilead, unto Dan. 

2 And all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manas- 
aeh, and att the land of Judah, unto the utmost sea. 

8 And the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, thc^ 
eity of palm trees, unto Zoar. 

4 And the Lord said unto him, This is the land which I 
aware imto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I 
will give it unto thy seed : I have caused thee to see it with 
thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither. 

6 So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land 
of according to the word of the Lord. 

6 And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over 
.gain.*: Beth-peor : but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto 
this day. 

7 Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when 
h{B died : his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated. 

B AtmA the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains 
of Modb tldrty days : so the days of weeping and mourning , 
fo^' Moses were ended. . , - 

9 A]id Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spint of 
u^dotti for Moses had laid his hands upon him : and the 
childiiSD. 0$ Israel hearkened unto him, and did as the Lord 

oonHSitaiisded Moses. , 

10' JUd theK arose not a prophet sinee m Israel like unto 
Moses. whoBs Ihe Lord knew face to face, . , , ^ 

the signs and the wonders, which the Lord sent 
iuto Egypt to Pharaoh, and to all his 

aeiwinttii^ aht'l^ fflihis . 

whi^ Moses eheiitll^ jlwsj^ Israd. 


EsnionoiM Umr Bira. nxxm., zxziv.— There is nothmz ta ha 
oon^pared with the fkvour of God : it is life ; uid hii lovingkmdiiw 
is better than life. Har every worldfy pos^aaion be insignificant in 
our estimation compared with this. Jesus is the overflowing foun* 


graco for grace. Wbat wonders encircled the life of Moses, from his 
entrance into time until his entrance into heaven. He was in many 
respects typical of Jesus : he was wonderful as a babe, and wonderful 
in his pubhe life as the leader and legislator of Israel : he was wonder^ 
ful in his graces, and in his fellowship with God : ho was wonderful 
in his death. Moses was disUnguished as a prophet, and thus t^icol 
of Jesus, the great Prophet of the Church. He was typical os a 
mediator, and his intercessions were successful in preventing Israel 
from being destroyed by Divine wrath ; and os king in Jeshurun, he 
was typical of Jesus, who is King otomal, immortm, and inviaibie. 


PRAYER. 

O UR God and Father in Christ, we adore thee fv$ larael^a 
God. There is none like unto thee, thou God of Jediu» 
run, who ridest upon the heaven in thy help, and in thine 
excellency on the sky. Thou art the eternal God, immutably 
the same from generation to generation. Thine arms are 
everlasting arms, which thou placest underneath thy pec^le, 
to bear them up above all the calamities of time, and to pre- 
vent them from sinking under the raging waves of human 
affliction. 

Look mercifully upon us as a family, and place underneath 
each one of us the arms of thy mercy and thy power. Make 
us a pious, holy family ; then shall the enemies of our soul be 
thrust out from before us ; then shall wc dwell in safety alone. 
May we be a family saved by the Lord ; and may we by faitb 
look on thee our God in Christ as the shield of our help. 
Teach us to seek thy favour in preference to the esteem of all 
the inhabitants of the earth. Open our eyes to see that thy 
favour is life. We would now seek it us the life of our souls 
on earth ; as that which renders temporal enjoyments really 
sweet, and as that which effectually soothes and comforts the 
soul under all the sufferings which can befall us in the present 
life. O Lord, may we be filled with thy blessing. Suffer us 
not to rest satisfied with temporal blessings. May we value 
tliem for the purpose for which God bestows them ; but may 
we seek after spiritual blessings, which will enrich the soiu 
when all earthly comforts shall have passed away for evd:. 

Bless our children. If it is thy holy will to spare them to 
maturity of years, may they be prepared for the journey which 
is before them. May their shoes be iron and brass ; and as 
their days, so may their strength be. 

Fulfil this most encouraging promise in the sweet experience 
of thine aged servants, who have reached that period of life 
when the keepers of the house are beginning to tremble, and 
those which look out at the windows are beginning to be 
darkened. 

Bless to us the pleasing and sublime account we have now 
read of the death of Moses, Like him, may we die in the en- 
jojment of the Divine favour. Like him, may we enjoy in oiur 
dying moments the gracious presence of Christ. Like him, 
ma^ we die in the eiuoyment of the full assurance of faith, 
bdiieving that we shall most assuiredly exchange earth and all 
its sorrows and imperfections for a heaven of eternal bliss. 

We thank thee that thou hast heard our* prayer, and vouch- 
safed to us thy protection and care through the last night. 
Enable us, as gratefully sensible of thine unmerited and un- 
wearied goodness, to live this day in thy fear and devoted to 
thy glory. Ever may our hearts be repdated by thy Spirit, 
and our lives by thy W. 

Hear our imper^ am^cationsi and forgive our sins, fat 
Jesus^ sakfii <mr lAmtm ^viour and advocate. Amen. 

m 


TWANTY-riEST llV^EK.--T0B8DA1f BaTENINQ. 


X. 


^A&DON AND F£AC%. 

3ro6k 8(mt^ C^prut. Bromtgrove. c* K. 

1 T OKDy how divine ttiy comforts are ! 

" How heavenly is tho place 
Where Jesus spreads tho sacred feast 

Of his redeeming grace ! 

2 There the rich bounties of our God| 

And sweetest glories shine ; 

There Jesus says that I am his, 

And my bolovod^s mine. 

3 Here, savs the kind redeeming Lord, 

And shews his woiindod side. 

See here tho spring of all your jo 3 'B, 

That opened when I died. 

^ Watts, 11,^. /7A 

JOHN XX. 

T/ic Unbelief of ThomoA. 

rpHEN tlio same day at evening, being the first day of the 
week, when tlie doors were shut where the disciples were 
assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in tho 
midst, and saith unto them. Peace be unto you. 

20 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his 
han^ and his side. Then were the disciples glad when they 
saw the Lord. 

21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you : as 
my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 

22 And when he had said this, lie breathed on Mew, and 
•aith unto them, Eeceive ye the Holy Ghost : 

28 Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them ; and whose soever sine ye retain, they are retained. 

24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not 
with them when Jesus came. 

26 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have 
seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in 
hk hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the 
print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, 1 will 
not believe. 

26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and 
Thomas with them : then came Jesus, tho doors being shut, 
and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 

27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and 
behold my hands ; and reach liither thy hand, and thrust it 
into my side : and be not faithless but believing. 

28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and 
my God. 

29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen 
me, thou host believed : blessed are they that have not seen, 
and yet have believed. 

80 And many other signs tnily did Jesus in the presence of 
his disciples, wmch are not written in this book : 

81 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God : and that believing ye might 
have life through his name. 

JOHN XXI. 

A FTER these things Jesus shewed himself agaiu to the 
discides at the sea of Tiberias ; and on this wise shewed 
he himielf. 

% There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called 
Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of 
Zebm^, and two other of his disciples. 

8 Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say 
tmto him, We also go with thee. They wewfc forth and 
entered into a ship immediately ; and that night they caught 
notldiig« 

OWK JoKH XX., XXI. — Jesus is both his people’s poaoe 
end their pteeorver. If they are exposed to danger and injury ftem 
man, ttiey are haver without CSirisrs pretence and defence. If a 


believing sight of Jesoe dn earth fin the ui$is i^ritb luoh toyi what 
must be tbmr exyoymaat and delight when t&i^dbiellbehbla him fiM 
to fkoe in heaven? Refieshing are the natum of the dky, 

but infinitely more refreshing the spiritual breeM of tho influences 
of the Holy Ghost. With what earnestness we Aould seek these 
sacred and Divine breezes, saying with earnestness of souh ^^Holy 
Spirit, blow upon our garden, that the spioM .fhere^tf mey Bow oii^t 1’^ 
May it be our privilege often to enjoy believing views of Jesus, os 
our Lord, and our God ! 

PRAYER. 

^ REAT and only Lord God, we are infinitely unwor&y to 
come before thee. We praise thee ttmt, uotwithstanmng 
our unworthiness, we are welcome to approach thee. What ai^ 
we, that thou hast made tho exercise of praver not only our 
privilege, but our duty ? Thou art the Lord God almi^ly ; 
wc are feeble worms of the dust. We are but of yestmrduy^ 
and know nothing ; . but thou art from everlasting to everlait* 
ing God. 

With what humility and penitence we should adatowledge 
our sins I Thou liast nourished and brought us up as childreiii 
but we have rebelled against thee. Like lost she^, we haye 
wandered far from thee, and there is no health in us. Wo 
have resembled the prodigal who left his father’s hous^ 
brought himself into poverty and want. We havi left thdo 
our Father and our God, and have plunged ourselves into the » 
depths qf sin and guilt. Lord, give us true repentance ; not 
only a desire to bo delivered from the consequences and 
punishment of sin, but a desire to be delivered from the love 
and service and power of this the greatest enemy of our, souls. 
We seek for pardon through the mediation and righteousness 
of Christ, through whom alone pardon can be extendi to 
perishing men. 

Unworthy as we are, we praise thee that we are permitted 
to commit our bodies and souls to thy care. Now we cast 
ourselve^ ou the gracious care of our Father who is in heaven. 
We present our thanks for the mercies of the past day. May 
the remembrance of daily sins produce bumiUty and watch- 
fulness; and may the remembrance of daily mercies excite 
'gratitude, love, and praise. 

We cannot expect thy bodily presence, 0 Jesus, for thy 
humanity is gone to heaven, there to remain till the restitution 
of all things. But we seek thy Divine and gracious presence. 
When we assemble for prayer and the exercises of our holy 
religion, most blessed Saviour, appear in the midst of us, and 
say unto us what thou saidst unto thy disciples : Peace bo 
unto you. 

Give our beloved children graee^ that they may saek the 
peace and the pleasures of wisdom. Preserve them the 
follies and vanities of time, and may they and wr servants 
surrender their heart to Jesus, who will give them joys eternal 
as his throne. 

Manifest thyself, 0 Saviour, to our aged friends; and when 
afflicted by the weakness, fears, and infirmities of adyanoed 
years, may their faith in Jesus be vigorous and lively : may 
they often look to Jesus, and exclaim, My Lord and my Oodvl 

We have now read of the unbeUef of ^omaa thy discMe : 
Lord, deliver us from unbelief. Destroy that highly 
dishonouring sin, and may we have tiie bleesednets of Ib^iO 
who, though tiliey see not Jesus with their bodily 
believing in him, rejoice with joy unspeakaUe aim 4^ of 
glory. ^ \ : 

Blessed Jesus, when we see thee at thy exhlMlkd m 
the elements of bread and wme, may we by ftith 
print of the nails^ and believe that timu didst 
for lUU ’ . ' ; 

Mdsi&lljr hew our fimjem, 0 Iiorf, 

Amea. 




fWiter^FIRST. 


(K)B*« svirovt raoioi T^a PaAxn or uiwistebs. 

' 'Ximmir,'" fiMAUtf. MUAun. c,u, 

1 MOW Ut <nir drooping beortii leriTo, 

And aU ow towB bo dry j 
. wbrohotiM Qupe mrei be downed in griof, 
wlriidb Tiow a SoTiow nigb? 

9 Though earthly ehephetde dwell in dust. 

The aged and the young; 

The wmtohfal eye in darkness dosed, 

And mute the instraotiTe tongue ; 

8 The etenud Shepherd still surviTos, 

Kew oo^rt to impart; 

His en still guides us, and his yoke 
Stiu animates our heart. DuonMoai;. 

JOSHUA I. 

Motei and Joefiua, 

l^OW after the death of Moses the servant of the Lord it 
came to paaSy that the Lord spake unto Joshua the son 
of Nmii Moaes’ xninistery sayingy 

2 Moses my servant is dead ; now therefore arise, go over 
this Jordan^ thou, and all this peoplcy unto the land which I 
do give to them, even to the children of Israel, 

8 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have 1 mven unto you, as I said unto Moses, 

4 hVom wilderness and this Lebanon, even unto the 
great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, 
and unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun, 
shall be your coast. 

5 Ihere shall not any man be able to stand before thee all 
the days of thy life : as I was with Moses, so 1 will be with 
thee : I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee, 

6 Be strong and of a good courage ; for unto this people 
shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware 
unto their fathers to give them. 

7 Only ho thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest 
observe to do according to all the law which Moses my servant 
commanded thee : turn not from it to the right hand or to the 
left, il^ thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. 

8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth > 
but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou 
mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein : 
for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success. 

9 Have not I commanded thee ? Be strong and of a good 
courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the 
Lord thy God ie with thee whithersoever thou goest. 

10 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, say- 

11 Pass through the host, aud command the people, saying, 
Prepsxe you victuals ; for within three days ye shall pass over 
this Jor^, to go in to possess the land, which the Lord your 
Ood ipyetb you to possess it. 

HU And to the Beubenites, and to the Oadites, and to half 
. the, of Manasseh, spake Joshua, saying, 

18 the word which Moses the servant of the 

eonuiuuiided you, saying, The Lord your God hath given 
yoB WsV*®d hath given you this land. 

1.4 Xouv wive^ your httle ones, and your cattle, shall tb- 
in.tlm land whudi Moses gave you on this side Joi^an; 
huli '^itoU^aat 1)ef<ne your brethiea.srmed, all the mighty 
of valmir. and help wem. 

. T# T7i^ 4* Loa» have given your brethren rest, as he 
thpy also have possessed land which 
tlii them; Ihen ye sM te^ unto 

the Veeaei^ aiid eti|w which M^, the 


BxVLiBcnuomi tnrair Jotasvs. i.-— When eminent wdnti, misutan, 
and rolere, dUtingiiidied by piety and useftilneM, are removed by 
death, how deli^^l to know and believe that the remdue of the 
apirit ia with Olmst, and that he la able' with the utmost eoao to 
supply their place, and to raise up others to fbUow their example 
and walk in their footsteps. Solemn thought — ^we have to cross ffio 
Jordan of death! But, blessed thought, if we are interested in 
Christ, our Divine Joshua shall lead us s^ely through death’s cold 
stream, and introduce us into the heavenly Canaan, beyond tho 
induenco of every sin, and the reach of every foe* 

PRAYEB. 

TNPINITELY holy and gi’acious Lord God, thou hast do- 
dared, Blessed is the man whom thou chooaeat, and causest 
to approach unto thee. We approach unto thee as a family, 
and may we be blessed in our approach. As an evidence that 
we are blessed, may our hearts be filled with an increasing 
love to all thine ordinances, secret, private, and public. Ever 
may we be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of 
thy holy temple. As a family, may we have a name and a 
place in thy house, whicli will be more precious to us than idl 
the possessions, pleasures, or honours this world can bestow. 
Convince us of the utter vanity of the greatest abundance of 
the good things of this life without an interest in Christ. 
May we sec that, in such a case as this, oven in the fulness of 
our sufficiency, we should be in straits. We would therefore 
earnestly pray that thou wouldst bo our God, and that we 
may be thy people. 

Wc thank thee, O Lord, that in the eiyoyment of many 
comforts we are permitted, enabled, and disposed to draw near 
the throne of grace, and after the preservation afforded during 
another night to present our morning sacrifice. 

Let our thoughts and actions this day be under thine espe- 
cial direction. May we live this day, and all our days, as 
those who expect through the merits of our Saviour’s righteous* 
ness at last to reach the heavenly Canaan, and sit down with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of our God. Pre- 
serve us from sin, temptations, and trials. If exposed to the 
allurements of sin, may we vigorously resist them ; if tried by 
afflictions, may we endure them as a salutary discipline pro- 
vided by the covenant of grace. When wo are tossed upon 
the billows of human affliction, may we have the presence of 
him whom the winds and the seas obey. 

Suffer not our children to f xpect any resting-place on this 
side the grave. Preserve them from the permewus it^uenoe 
of youthful hopes^ and let not their soids be lost by thefasci* 
nating charms of earthly joys. May they and our servants 
seek and know the pure joys of salvation. 

Sanctify to us, O Lord, the death of relatives; and nar- 
ticularly the removal of ministers from their labours here 
below to their immortal crown in heaven. TUess to us the 
remembrance of the discourses they delivered, the siipplica- 
tions they presented, and the holy example they exhibited. 
As Israel mourned many days after the death of Moses, may 
the death of pious ministers produce on our minds effects oi 
the deepest solemnity. 

Lord, encourage thy ministering servants in all their saered, 
honourable, and useful labours. May they be strong and a 
good courage ; may they not be afraid nor dismayed^ believing 
that thou the Lord their God art with them. ^ 

Have mercy on all tho famUies with which wc are con- 
nected. May they travel up the wilderness of human life 
clothed with the whole armour of God, and at last reach 
the land which thou hast prepared for the possession of thy 
pem^. 

We mresemt our prayers in the name of Jesus, to whom, 
with im Patimr and the Spirit, -we would ascribe etemol 
praises. Amen. . 




TWBNTY-HRST WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING-. 


CASTING THB 008PJSL-NKT. 

Ckmritp, Octtage. Jsli^gton* JUbanon, L, r. 

1 TVTOW, wWlo the gospel-net is cast, 

Do thou, 0 Lord, the effort own : 

From numerous disappointments past, 

Teach us to hope in thee alone. 

2 May this be a much-favoured hour 
To souls in Satan’s bondage led ! 

0 clothe thy word with sovereign power, 

To break the rocks, and raise the dead. 

8 To mourners speak a cheering word, 

On seeking souls vouchsafe to shine ; 

Let poor backsliders bo restored. 

And all thy saints in praises join. AmoN. 

JOHN XXL 

ChnsVi Inte^'vieto with his Disciple* 

A nd he said unto them, Cast the net on the right aide of 
the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and 
now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes. 

7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto 
Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that 
it was the Lord, he girt his fisher’s coat unto him, (for he 
was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea. 

8 And the other disciples came in a little ship ; (for they 
were not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) 
dragging the net with fishes. 

9 As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire 
of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread. 

10 Jesus saith unto them. Bring of the fish which ye have 
now caught. 

11 Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of 
great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three : and for all there 
were so many, yet was not the net broken. 

12 Jesus saith unto them. Come and dine. And none of 
the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it 
was the Lord. 

18 Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, 
and fish likewise. 

14 This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself 
to his disciples after tliat he w'as risen from the dead. 

15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, 
Siinou, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He 
saith unto him. Yea, Lord ; thou knowest that 1 love thee. 
He saith unto him. Feed my lambs. 

16 He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me ? He saith unto him. Yea, Lord ; thou 
knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 

17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto 
him, the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto 
hini, Lord, thou knowest all things ; thou knowest that I love 
thee. Jesus saith unto him. Feed my sheep. 

18 Verily, verily, I say unto thee. When thou wast young, 
thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest : 
but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy 
hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither 
thou woiddest not. 

19 This spake he, signifying by what death he should 
glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto 
him, FoUow me. 

SO Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom 
Jeatti loved following: which also leaned on his breast at 
fiqqm, and said. Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee? 

31 Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall 
this man 4o t ^ 

32 Jesus saith ante him. If I will that he tarry till I come, 
what is fAli/ to ihoe ? Follow thou me. 


Rkbxsctioks uroN John hxi.— The Oospel is a sacted Tttoh and 
when the faithfhl preaching of the Word is aooominai^ with Divine 
success, than it is that the ^^net is oast on the ride of the 
ship.’’ The extensive influence of gospel triith sad of go^ ordi- 
nances should be near our hearts. Frequehtly aad eaimestly we 
should pray for the rich and abundant fiilfllment of that nreoioui 
promisei My word shall not return unto me void, but snsU ac- 
complish that which I please, and prosper in tho thing wherennto I 
sent it.” Do wo love Jesus as really as our Lord said to Pater, 
^‘Lovest thou me?” 'Does Jesus address the question to our con- 
science and heart, Lovest thou me?” They w greatly Messed, 
and greatly honoured, who can say with hmwity and oonfldeno^ 
Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that we love thee.” 
May this attainment be ours ! Then we shall have reason to rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory. Amen. 

PRAYER. 

H eavenly Father, thou who art ever worthy of tiie 
praises of thy saints, because of thy goodness and thy 
wonderful works to the children of men, we come before thee 
as a family, to express our thankfulness for the continuation 
of thy mercies during the past day. Though we are poor and 
needy, thou art rich and kind to m who call upon thee. How 
great is thy goodness ! 

May we lie down upon our beds in the exercise of faith in 
thy providence, and of faith in thy promise. Teach us to 
believe that thou art our Father, and that we are thy chil- 
dren. Teach us to rely wholly and implicitly on Jesus Christ 
for pardon of sin and acceptance with God ; then, whether we 
awake on the approaching day in time or in eternity, our 
souls shall be bound up in the bundle of life. 

We thank thee, O Lord, as a family, for the Gospel of thy 
Son. What reason have wc to praise thee that this gospd- 
nct has been ever cast into the troubled sea of this life! We 
bless thee for the multitudes which have been encompassed 
and caught iu this net. We thank thee in behalf of all our 
relatives, who are converted by redeeming grace, and who 
have been mercifully enclosed iu this net. 

May we live to see our dear children, each one of them , , 
caught by this net, and preserved from the destroying con^ 
sequences of sin. 

Powerfully assist all thy ministering servants in casting the 
gospel-net. As Peter cast the net on the right side of the 
ship, according to the command of Christ, may thy servants 
preach the Gospel under thine immediate direction; then it 
will be followed by great success. Though their disappoint- 
ments may be numerous and long, may they persevere in 
their merciful and sacred calling.^ May our beloved minister, 
in his regular duties of thy day, be a successful instrument in 
laying hold on perishing sinneps, and in rescuing them from 
the miseries of eternal woe. 

We praise thee that ever the gospel-net was east in these 
lands of our nativity, and that myriad have been saved from 
sin and hell. May we by this gospel-net be delivered from' 
the troubled sea of a natural state, and may we be at last 
conveyed to that blessed haven, where sin shall never ensnm 
the soul, and where temptation shall never wound the heart. 

We come to thee, O Lord our God, as a family, to seek 
superlative love to Jesus Christ. O Saviour, thou art saying 
to each of us, Lovest thou me ? May we b^eve this to 
the case, and that we are as reaUy adoreased thus by Jesm, as 
Peter after the resurrection. May all Of us ^ to 

answer in reply, with unfeigned humilify, We desire to love 
thee. 

We earnestly pray that all Ihy ministers may be eiMilded, lirith 
increasing fidelity, to feed the lambs and the shef» of tiiy 
giving all thy children their portion of meat in OM season. 

Gi^onsly hear and answer and forgive^ Sost Jmm' ssk^ 
our blessed Redeemer and High-priest.v Amen. 


wbbr-^thiimday moining. 


BIiTXK0Ut8HXK(» O&ACB. 

J^amhorovfih* OoIm* PUhay. p , m , 

t TK ioii^ of aublime adoration and praiso^ 

•f To pilgnms I for Sion who press, 

Brook forth, and extol the groat Ancient of days, 

His rich and distinguishing graoo. 

2 His loye, from eternity fixed upon you, 

Broke forth and discovered its fiumo, 

When each with the cords of his kindness ho drew, 

And brought you to love his groat name. 

3 0 had he not pitied the state you were in, 

Your bosoms his love had ne’er felt : 

You all would have lived, would have died too, in sin, 
And sunk with the load of your guilt. Anon. 


JOSHUA II. 

Jlakab, wlvo kid the Sjnee, 

A ND Joshua the sou of Nun sent out of Shittini two men 
^ to spy secretly, saying, Go view the land, even dericho. 
And they went, and came into an liarlot’s house, named Ra- 
bab^ and lodged there. 

2 And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, there 
came men in hither to night of the children of Israel to search 
out the country. 

3 And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, Bring 
forth the men tlmt are come to thee, which are entered into 
thine house : for they be come to search out all the colmtr 3 ^ 

4 And the woman took the two men, and hid them, and 
said thus, There came men unto me, but I wist not whence 
they tvere; 

6 But she had brought them up to the roof of the house,, 
and hid them with the stalks of flax, wliicli she had laid in 
order upon the roof. 

7 And the men pursued after them the way to Jordan unto 
the fords : and as soon as they which pursued after them were 
gone out, they shut the gate, 

8 And before they were laid down, she came up unto them 
upon the roof. 

U And she said unto the men, I know that the Loan lia^th 
given you tlie }and, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and 
that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you. 

13 Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me by tlie Ijoud, 
since I have shewed you kindness, that ye will also shew’ kind- 
ness unto my father’s house, and give me a true token. 

1 1* And the men answered her, Our life for yours, if ye 
utter not this our business. And it shall be, when the Lord 
hath given us the land, tliat we will deal kindly and truly with 
thee. 

15 Then she let them dowm by a cord through the window : 
for her house was upon the town wall, and she dwelt upon the 
wall. 

16 And she said unto them, Get you to the mountain, lest 
the pursuers meet you; and hide yourselves there three days, 

' untU the pursuers be returned : and afterwards may yo go 
your way. 

17 And the men said unto her. We will be blameless of 
this thine oath which thou hast made us swear. 

18 Behold, when w^e come into the laud, thou shaU bind 
this line of scarlet thread in the window’ which thou didst 
let us down by: and thou shalt bring thy father, and thy 
mother^ and thy brethren, and all thy fatlier’? household, 
home tmto iheOi 

' shall be, that whosoever shall go out of the 

doors ihy hc^ise mto tlie street, his blood shall be upon hia 
head, Cud W0 gniitless; and whosoever shall be with 

tiieo in the kk mapi skaU be on our head, if ant/ hand 
beujpouhim. 


BxfLxoTXQKS vrour JotmvA xr.^Though llahab had for years boeii 
a woman of the greatest depravi^, we have evo^ reason to believe 
that wdicn she entertained the sp^ she was a child of God, and an 
heir of hoavem. Her old name is historically preserved, and given 
to her by way of distinction, to mark God’s sovereignty and grace, 
in making those the subjects of graco who wore formerly sunk in the 
lowest depths of infamy and sin. Let us admire Divine grace in the 
extraordinary change which was made in the heart and life of Rahab. 
When God pleases, ho makes the most eminent saints of tho vilest 
sinners, and raises them up to bo eminent blessings to his Church. 

PRAYER. 

I NFINITELY great and glorious Johovali, thou art Zion’s 
God and our God. Tliou art he who struck Egypt with 
dismay, and punished its king for Ins cruelty to thy Church. 
Thou art he wlio dried up the waters of the lied Sea, to open 
up a passage before thy people, that they might pass through 
dry-shod. Thou didst "destroy Ifliaraoli and his hosts, and thou 
didst utterly destroy Sihon and Og, who endeavoured to 
vent the progress of thy C’hurch in journeying to the promised 
land. Truly thou art tho Lord om* God; thou art God in 
heaven above, and in earth beneath. As a family, may we be 
enabled through eternity to sing, O give thanks unto the liord, 
who liath redeemed us "from all our enemies ; for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

Holy Spirit, gi\’e us grace at the commencement of thiii day, 
and after the enjoyment of the providential care of our God 
diu’ing tlie past night, to present our morning sacrifice. May 
our prayers he suitable, reverential, believing, and acceptable. 
As the rain deseencls upon the tender herb, and refreshes the 
earth, so may thine influences descend on us, and make our 
souls to resemble a fruitful field. Thou, Holy Spirit, alone 
canst teach us to w'orship God in spirit and in truth. 

We desire to present our unfeigned thaitks for tlie mercies 
of the past night. Thou hast given us the sleep which has 
refreshed us : the light is thine, and thou hast opened our 
eyes to behold it. Our health is a communication from thy 
goodness, wliicli all the skill of man is neither able to confer 
nor preserve without thj^ blessing. Having received these 
blessings from thee, the bountiful giver of all good, we desire 
to be gratefully sensible of thy mercies. 

This day may Ave conduct ourselves as thy children, and live 
l)y the faith of thy wdUbelovcd Son. May w^e enjoy the light 
of tliy (•oLinicnauee, and may avc be preserved from perplexing, 
anxious cares about our temporal concerns, ever believing we 
are under the management of a gracious Providence, and that 
all things shall Avork together for our good. 

May wc derive instruction and improvement from the por^ 
tion of thy Word we have now read. May w e by faith search 
the heavenly (kinaan. Often may wc look within the vail, and 
tee the glories of the place. 

Wc Avould mourn over the deplorable efleets which sui has 
produced upon the human mind, exemplified Rahab in her 
unconverted state. We would pray for our lallcn, degiodod 
race, which is even sunk below the brutal tribes. Mercifully 
lift up the sons and daughters of Adam, oui* first covenant 
head from wallowing in tlie mire of depravity and sin. 

As Rahab was plucked a brand out of the burning^ may ow 
dear children be plucked as brands out of the burning f and 
may they never be left to become the slaves of fleshly lusts* 
Have mercy on our graceless friends, and make them 
monuments of mercy. Give the washing of regeneration 
Instead of being under the dominion of hateful dusts, which 
drown men in destruction and perdition, may they live and 

die under the reigu ot grace. » i xt. 

In the name and for Gie sake of Jesus, avo implore tho 
answer of our prayers and the pardon of our sins. AmeUi | 
ahrl ameu. 


TWJSNTY-PIBST WEEK.— THURSDAY EVENING. 


OHRIST’o A8CKN810N. 

FmmdHntf, Fmtt Hill Cheshunt New. U U. 

1 lionl is risen from the dead 
Our Jesus is gone up on high ! 

The powers of hell arc caiitivo led, 

Dragged to the portals of the sky. 

2 There liis triumphal chariot waits, 

And angels chant the soleuin lay ; — 

Lift up your heads, ye heavenly gate ! 

Ye everlasting, doors, give way ! 

3 Loose all your bars of ma.ssy light, 

And wide unfold the ethereal scene ; 

Ho claims those mansions as his right — 
llcceivc tho King of glory in. 

4 Who is tho King of glory, who ? 

Tho Lord that all our foes o’ercamo ; 

Tlio world, sin, death, and hell o’erthrew ; 

And Jesus Ls tho compieror’s niiiue. C. VVbslev. 


ACTS I. 

Christ* 8 Ascension, 

rpHE former treatise have I made, O Tlicophilus, of all that 
-I Jesus began both to do and teaeli, 

2 Until the day in whicli he was taken ii]), after tliat he 
through the Holy Ghost had givcji coriiinandrncnts unto the 
apostles whom he liad ehosen : 

3 To whom also he allowed himself fdive after his jiassion 
by many infallible proofs, being scini of them forty days, and 
speaking of the things pertaining to the; kingdom of God: 

4 And, being assembled togetlicr witli themj commanded 
them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait 
for the promise of the Fatlicr, which, saith he, yc Imve heard 
of me. 

5 For John truly baptized with water ; but ye shall be bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost not many days hciiccj. 

6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of 
him, saying, Lord, wilt tiiou at this time restore again the 
kingdom to Isracd ? 

7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times 
or the seasons, which the Fatlier hath put in his own power. 

8 But ye shall receive pow'cr, after tliat tlic Holy G]io.st is 
come upon you : and yc sliall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Jiuhea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth. 

9 And when he had spoken these things, wliilc they beheld, 
he was taken up ; and a cloud roctnved him out of their sight. 

10 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he 
went up, behold, two men stood by them in white ap])arel ; 

11 Wliich also said, Yc men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as yc have 
seen him go into hca\di. 

13 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount 
called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a Sabbath day's journey. 

18 And when they were come in, they went up into an 
upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, 
and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, 
James the son of Alphcus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the 
brother of James. 

14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and sup- 
plica^n, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and with his brethren. 


Binotcxiows xrroK Acts i. — The life of Christ is witliout a parallel. 
It fomishds a display of wonders, which will engage tho attention, 
and call forth the adoring praises of angels and saints for over and 
ever. Let us present the life and example of Christ daily before our 
eyes. As on evidence that we are saved by his death, lot it be <mr 
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constant study to imitate tho lovely example ha famished m his life. 
Wo should rcijoico in tho irresistible proofc which our Saviour fur- 
nished of tho reality of hie resurrection, which no p«gudiced Jews 
or malignant infidels have ever boon able to impugn* The faot^ of 
the resurrection of Jesus rests upon the iminutahlo .pillar Of Divine 
ti*uth, wliioh no reasoning, tho most crafty and plausible, has over 
been able to slmko. WiUj what joy and thankfulncs wo should 
m.'jditato on the asocnaion of Christ. Earth was tho^ socno of Ids 
humiliation; heaven is tho scene of tho glories of his exaltation. 
Here ho was despised and rejected of men; in heaven ho is tlm 
object of tho adoring praises of saints and angels. 

PRAYER. 

B lessed and gracious Lord God, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, one God, there is none like unto thee. Thou 
art almighty, and tlici’O is none like unto thee. Compared 
with tlicc, arcliangcls ai*c feeble worms. Thou art infiuitc and 
unerring in thy wisdom, and there is none like unto thee. 
Thou eluirgest the wisest of created intelligences with folly. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, that our obligations to love, 
adore, and serve tlicc are increased and strengthened by the 
continued mercies of ‘this day. We now thank thee as a 
family for preserving mercy. We thank thee for preserving 
our licaltli, our reason, and our life. But wo have reason to 
mourn iliai, w Idle thy conduct to ns is merciful and kind, our 
! conduct to tlicc lias been initliairkful and sinful. We plead 
for jiardon tlirougli our Saviour's blood. 

AVc bless thee that thou hast appointed night as a season of 
rest : and we bless thee tliat thou hast given ns beds on whicli 
to rcpos(\ May wc not retire to rest like the beasts which 
perish ; but may wc lie down on our beds after earnest suppli- 
cations to tby throne, and solemn remembrance that the time 
is coming when we shall lie down in the dust. 

I'/tou knowesty 0 Lord,, the follf/ and the thoughtlessness oj 
youth ; graciously del her our beloved children from the 
thoughttessness and folly of youthful days. May they 
remember their Baviour and their God before the days come 
when they shall say they have no pleasure in them. 

Accept of our liumblc thanks, O Lord, for tho blessed his- 
tory of onr Saviour contained in the Word of life. We thank 
tlnio for the histoiy of his descent into the grave, his resurrec- 
tion from the dead, and his glorious ascension to heaven. Glory 
to thy name for the fulfilment of this prediction : Thou hast 
aseinided on liigli, thou liast led captivity captive : thou hast 
received gifts for men ; yea, for the rebellious also, that tho 
Lord God might dwell among them. Glory to thy name, O 
Jesus, that thou hast indeed ascended from Mount Olivet with 
shouts of praise. Wc rejoice that the gates have lifted up 
their heads, even the everlasting gates, and that thou the King 
of glory hast entered in, taken possession of thy mediatorial 
throne, and received from thy Father a crown brighter than 
the lustre of the sky, amid the songs of angels, and the praises 
of the myriads of thy saints. O Jesus, tliinc head> wliich was 
once dishonoiu'cd, is now lifted far above the loftiest of arch- 
angels; and, though thou once dwelt atnong the dead, thou 
shalt reign through unnumbered ages in the heaven of heavens. 

Give us grace to long to sec our Saviour in the heavens. 
May our lives furnish evidence that we are in reality journey* 
ing to heaven, and that we arc heirs of an immortal iohmt- 
ahee beyond the skies. God forbid we should fall short of 
heaven I Let our hopes of celestial rest be founded ou tho 
righteousness of Christ alone; then our hope sliall never inat^ 
ns ashamed. Siifier not our aged friends to be a^d to go 
down to the tomb. Give them the assured coavictigak that 
thmr are interested in Christ ; then they shall long to depart 
ana l)e with Christ, which is far better. 

All we ask is for Jesus* sake, our advocate shd Redeomcru 
Amen. 



TWBNTy.FIEST WIBK.— MOENINO. 


nUB&’B MI&AOOLOCS JOVRNST. 

Oirfltfn*# 10<^ WtKtiiwm, u m. 

J Isrool, ^ed from Pharaoh’s haxul^ 

^ ^ Left tho pi^ud tyrant and his loud, 

The tribcfi •with cheorM homi^ own 
Their Xing, and Judah was liis throne. 

2 Across the deep their journey lay ; 

The deep divides to make them way : 

Jordan hehcld their march, and fiod 
With backward current to his head, 

8 The mountains shook like frighted sheep, 

Like lambs the littlo hillocks leap ; 

Kot Spai on her base could stand, 

Conscious of sovereign 2 )ower at hand. 

WATn^Ptf. Il4. 

JOSHUA TIL 

Israel crossing Joi'dan, 

A nd Joshua rose early iu the inoniing; and they removed 
from Shittim, and catnc to Jordan, ho and all the children 
of Israel, and lodged tlierc before they passed over. 

2 And it iJamc to pass after three days, that the officers 
went through the host ; 

8 And they commainh^d the people, saying, When yc sc(; 
Uie ark of the covenant of the Loan your God, and tlic priests 
the Levites bearing it, then yc shall remove from your place, 
and go after it. 

4 Yet there shall be a space between you and it, al)Out two 
thousand cubits by measure : come not near unto it, that y(^ 
may know the way by which yc must go : for yc have not 
passed this way heretofore. 

9 And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, (k)mc liither, 
and hear the words of the Loud your God. 

10 And Joshua said, Hereby ye sljall know that the living 
God is among you, and that he will without fail drive out from 
before you the Canaanitoa, and the lliititcs, and ilui lliviios, 
and the Perizzites, and tlic Oirgashitea, and the- Amorites, 
and the Jebusitea. 

11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all iiic 
earth passeth over before you into Jordan. 

12 Now therefore take you twelve men out of the tribes of 
Israel, out of every tribe a man. 

18 And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of tln^ 
feet of the priests that bear the ai’k of the Loud, the Lord of 
all the earth, shall rest in the waters of Jordan, i/iai tlic 
waters of Jordan shall he cut off from the waters that come 
down from above ; and tlicy shall stand upon an lieap. 

14 And it came to pass, when the people removed from 
their tents, to pass over Jordan, and the priests bearing the 
ark of the oovenant before the people ; 

16 And as they that hare the ark were eonui unto Jordan, 
a nd tho feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in 
the brim of tho water, (for Jordan ovcrUowcth all bis lianks 
all the time of harvest,) 

16 That the waters which came down from above stood and 
rose up upon an heap very far from the city Adam, that is 
))eaide Zwetan : and those that came down toward the sea of 
the plain, even the salt sea, failed, and were cut off: and the 
peo^e passed over right against Jericho. 

17 And tho priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the 
Loeb stbod firm on dry ground in the midst of J ordan,. and 
all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the 
people weio passed dean over Jordan. 

TUcnutci^pKS tntOK Joshua in. — ^Wliat a wonderful spectacle — 
the diildrcn of Israd, amounting with their followers to nearly two 
minions of hufesn bdn^> assembled on tho banks of Jor(kn, with 
no visiblo meahi Wmeh they could cross the flowing river, and 
takepessesrion d theptm ! And it is an event of great 

solemiiity and imporiaiioe*'«”4he spiritaal Israel of Gfod on the verge 


of the Jordan of death, and about to enter upon tho possession and 
eidoymont of the heavenly Canaan, the goodlv heritage of the host 
of nations, and tho most glorious province of tho universe of God. 
The Israelites crossing Jordan was a miraolo of Divine jwwor and 
goodness; and what a miracle of grace, by which tho redeemed of 
(Jod are safely led through tho Jordan of death to enter tho many 
numsioTiB of the heavenly, city ! Let our hopes bo firmly placed on 
Jesus, thou our passage across tho stream of death will be safe, 
triumphant, and blest. 


PRAYER. 

li/TOST holy and gi’acious Lord God, though we are im- 
worthy of the least of all thy mercies, still the streams 
of thy goodness unceasingly attend us> find the showers of thy 
providential kindness constantly descend upon us. Thy mer- 
cies are new unto us c\cry morning. We have awoke under 
thy smiles, aiul while wc might have been numbered with tho 
dead, thou hast opened our eyes to sec the light of another day. 

We adore thee in tlie wide extension of the blessings of thy 
goodness over tlic face of the earth, and over all the habita- 
tions of men. 1'he earth is not only full of thy glory, but Jho 
earth is full of thy mercy. Justi'ad of inakiug it an Aceldama, 
a field of blood and univcTsal dc^solation, thou causest thy rain 
to descend, and thy sun to I’isc on tlio evil and the good, on 
the just and the unjust. 

Wc supplicate for ourselves find all our relatives that grace 
and as-sistanco which we respectively require. We need thy 
Avisdom to guide us: Jjord, guide us by thy wisdom, not only 
iu the affairs of the soul, but also in those which resjAect our 
body and time. Wc arc constantly exposed to danger from 
the snurcs of the world, the temptations of Satan, the designs 
of wicked men, and the corruptions of our own licarts. To 
the(', O Lord, our God and feather iu (fiirist, w^c lift up our 
eyes for all tho protection and (h'ftmce our souls need. 

Give us diligence and perseverance in duty, and thus we 
shall bear some resemblance to Israel and Joshua, who, iiot- 
Avitlistandiug many difficulties, at last reached the promised 
('anaan. ]\[ay we never be alarmed at tlie difficulties which 
oppose us iu our journey to the hcaA^cnly Avorld, May avo 
never be left to say, Tlierc is a lion in the way, I sliall be 
slain iu tbc streets. But may avc rather sajr, Wo will go 
forward in the strength of God tho Lord, making mention of 
thy righteousness, even of thine only. 

Mcrcifidhj impart thy yracc to our beloved offspring, that 
they may begin the Christian course in the golden period of 
their days, before their minds are entangled or oppressed by 
the business and the cares of life. May they and we at last 
meet on the other side of the Jordan of death, to behold and 
eifoy the. glories of God and the Lamb in the celestial Canaan* 

Wc would ever take tliy Avord for our guide. On all occa- 
sions may we seek its counsels ; then shall we partici|)ate its 
comforts. 

AVe adore thcc, O Jesus, as the true ark of tho covenant. 
By thee alone we can successfully and triumphantly pass the 
Jordan of death. Jn the prospect of our dissolution, we would 
look to thee. In tlic prospect of entering into the eternal 
w'orld, wc would look to thee. Thou hast taken away the 
sting of death ; O deliver us from death’s sting,! Thou art 
the only way to the heavenly Canaan. To thee we look, that 
thou mayest graciously admit us into that heaven where we 
hope for ever to behold and enjoy thee. As a family we 
would comfort ourselves with these words^: We shall over be 
with tho Lord. 

In every trial, in every difficulty, and in the Jordon, of 
death, may thy ministering servants bo examples to thy people. 
O hold them up as stars in thy right hand. 

Graciously hear our pravers and forgive our sins, for Jesus’ 
sake, the Lamb that was slain. Amen. 

p r a 


, ww^m Of ifiiucT, 

iWfe. m 

I the day, the iqjr was great, 

the diTine disohdes met ; 

*W]4bt <m ihw heads the Spirit 'came, 
iUid aot like tongues of cloven dame. 

$ What gifts, what miracles he gave ! 

‘ And power to kill, and power to save ! 

I'amished their tongues with wondrous wordsj 
Instep of shieldsi and spears, and swords. 

8 I^hus armed, he sent the champions forth 
From east to west, from south to north : 

Go ond assert your Saviour's cause ; 

Go, spread the mystery of his cross. 

Watts, 144, JB , 11 * 

ACTS I.- 

Choiat of an ApoitU, 

A ND in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the dis- 
oiples^ and said, (the number of the names together were 
about an hundred and twenty,) 

16 Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been 
ftildlled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake 
before concerning Jnd^, which was guide to them that took 
Jesua» 

. 17 For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of 
this ministry. 

18 Now this man purchased a field with the reward of 
iniquity ; and falling headlong, lie burst asunder in the midst, 
ana all his bowels gushed out. 

19 And it was known unto all tho dwellers at Jerusalem; 
insomuch as that field is called in their proper tongue, Acel- 
dama^ that is to say, The field of blood. 

20 For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habita- 
tim be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his 
bUiopriok let another take. 

21 Wherefore of these men which have companied with us 
sU iAie time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 

22 Beguming from the baptism of John, unto that same 
day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to 
be a witness with us of his resurrection. 

28 And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsahas, who 
was sumamed Justus, and Mattliias. 

24 And they prayed, and said. Thou, Lord, which knowest 
the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast 
chosen, 

28 That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, 
from which Judas hy transgression fell, that he might go to 
his own place. 

26 And they gave forth their lots ; and the lot fell upon 
Uettibias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 

ACTS II. 

A ND when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were 
all with one accord in one place. 

2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a 
rndung mighty wmdj aixd it filled all the house where they 
were sitting. 

; 8 And Imere appeaired unto them doven tongues like as of 
ftrq, and it sat upon each of them. 

\ 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began 
l^mj^withot^^ Spirit gave them utterance, 

i 'iC md there were dwelling at Jermadem Jews, devout men, 

this was noiaed abroad, the multitade came 
confounded, beeauae that every man heard 
iMiyiage. 


-imm. 


1^— r[Vnwa one Bmima 

biiwl'.# .<Mim iret» mr in munliMc^ hat when 


'Wlul'ahloCttpoo aax AUfla to- 

dple of Je«», a. ooxatant nttonami «p« o^ 

likened to tho matohJieBB e^nMOU 

fell from our SuTioni'i lipl^ who wad tdOMWW ‘Jff -iw- 

of diioiples'of which our Lord was tho 

and after all this, and in defiance <tf ell this^ 

a kiss, and for thirty pieces of silr’er, into the hai^'^t^ 'lNi'elMinifle 

and murderers I 0 what a Uot upon our fr^n natifrjsi , Jfity .tto ' I 

remembrance of the descent of the Spirit on Fehtecost UP : 

to pray with holy earnestness that toe infiusnoe of Ihs Hdly 

may descend on us. • , / ; 

PBAYER* " 

O LOED our God, in the name at thine holy child Jesus wp 
draw near thy blessed throne, and we wotud adore 
our Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer, Thou art the friuntim; 
whence all our blessings flow. Put us among the 
those who place their trust under the shadow of l&y 
then shall we be satisfied with the fatness of ihy hoos^ msd: ^ 
thou shalt make us drink of the river of thy pleasmmf fqk 
with thee is the fountain of life. It is in thee we lil^e as^ ‘ 
move and have our being. 

As a family and as individuals we have rei^ to lament and 
weep that we have so often followed the wicked devict» and 
the foolish desires of our own heart, in direct (q>{)OiULtio]f to 
thy holy will, W e acknowledge that, in acting at variance with 
thy glory, we have acted at variance with our own interest. 

Particularly imjiress the minds of our dear , children with ike 
solemn and salutary truth, that the wages of sin is. deaths ■ 0 
convince them that, though the pleasures of sin be Meet in ike 
mouth, it is sweetness which produces the pains of eternal woe. 

Sanctify to us what we have now read of the alarming con- 
sequences of tho sin and apostacy of Judas. May we learn 
from hii^ wretchedness, from those agonies of mind which led 
him to the act of self-murder, and from the place of untold 
sorrow to which he is gone, to see sin in* itr true light, and to 
flee from it as the very greatest enemy which can endangar the 
safety of the souls of men. Lord, preserve us from the sm of 
backsliding. Deeply convince us of the greatness and 
danger of this sin. Open our eyes to see. that bacduli^atg 
leads to apostacy, and apostacy to hell. O Jesus, tem me 
never deny thee, may we never betray thee. Make us wth- 
ful imto death; then shall we receive a crown of life* Teach 
us to endure unto the end ; then shall we be saved. 

Wc desire, O Lord, to lament over toe sin of professors, . 
and particularly over the sins of toe j^fetsed minktoto;^ 
Christ. Graciously hold up toe goings of all who paxi|^^to 
love thee, and especially the goings of those who Jiabow 
ministers in thy vineyara. Hold them as stars ill ihy Jdight 
hand. We adore thy • sovereignty in removing from 
office unworthy,, hypocritical ministers; and >^e regotoe that 
thou dost raise up faithful ambassadoTB to ffil toair {Aaeo^^to 1 
answer to the fervent prayers of toy beHevmg 
I to toy name, that thou hast honoured pmer, by iimk^ 


to toy name, that thou hast honoured prayer, by 
toe powerful mean of the praperity of toy Gnui^ * 

blessed harbinger of toe pouring down, of wS 
Holy Spirit. Lord, to us and our ^ 

of grace and supplication. " 

Look upon toe sins we have comimttod 
give them; look upon toe duties of the 
took up(m toe events of the diy# and samc^fyti^^ 
our pi^cting God toil v|lfay all of 

toe ji%ht ',of 'huixiaii/'|l% 
thkt we 

' ' mtair MUk -few 'Jtenil sitetoMi 







pp'wt infireiM ah«vr,- 
xwti^Jreoora. 


.1 : ' :'‘'vJ|Bi^'r)i^%'^_ tnim, xeoord. 
:';itv'.- Iila'''die ^ 

/ DiSnMjl 94 oat eariv tUyi, 

’ XMUwa luid beirun 


;R:f loil^l XMUwa had begun 
, w Ibnnott &ps to pniae. 
-« .3a^. <Ai^eotirebe^ 

' '€h(rer|Aeaiai« to our 0708 ; 
iiiid antore tU osr seuies held 
Ztt'lMiida ^ eweet euipriae. 


8 . ScBMintTv. 


V ^ - JOSHUA IV. 

, -■r/-}'’ Stmemirtmea of Jftrop. 

Jj^ I f it game to pam, when all the people were clean paased 
Jordan, tnat the liOnn spake unto Joehua, saying, 

• ^'^8^ twelve men out of the people, out of every 
Ataman, 

. S A^ eommand ye them, saying, Take you hence out of 
tlw midst of Jordan, out of the place whore the priests* feet 
stood twelve stones, and ye shall carry them over with 
you, and leave them in the lodging place, where ye shall lodge 
uis night. 

6: Am Joshua said unto them, Pass over before the ark of 
^e XoKD your God into the midst of Jordan, and take you 
up evoi!|r man of you a stone upon his shoulder, according unto 
the number of the tribes of the children of Israel : 

6 That this may be a sign among you, that when your 
cdiiUhen ask their Jathera in time to come, saying. What mean 
ye these stones ? 

,7 Then ye shall answer them. That the watera of Jordan 
wen out off before the ark of the covenant of the Loan ; when 
it passed over Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut off: and 
thM stones shall be for a memorial unto the children of Israel 
for ever.. 

^ ''9 And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan, 
in tile {dace where tho feet of the priests which bare the ark 
of the covenant stood: and they are there unto tliis day.. 

10 Wot the priests which bare the ark stood in tho midst of 
. jerdtia, until every thing was finished that tho Loan com* 

nisnded Joshua to speak unto tho pople, according to all that 
Moses eonunattded Joshua : and the people hasted and passed 

ever* > 

11 And it came to pass, when all tho people were clean 

errae, that the ark of the Loan paased over, and the 
.in the presence of the people. 

' lO' And ifae.Lonn spake unto Joshua, saying, 

' . 10 .GoBunand the' priests that bare the ark of the testimony, 
thst- nonw up out of Jordan. 

And Jt came to pass, when the pritots that bare the ark 
.flC-wBtoBmani of the Loan were come up out of the midst 
Mid the sc^ of the priests’ feet were lifted up 
waters of Jordan returned unto 
over all his banks, as they did before, 
twdve stones, which they took out of Jordan, 

unto the children of Israel, saying, When 
' |inilT''|'M|iiijil'' pi)! 'ulr ‘'thrir' fathers in time to come, saying. 



obildren know, saying, Israel 

Awad up the. waters of Jordan 
M-.idw lioao your 
before ui^ 




' ««ili mi^t know the haud 

ot HiO ZiOUf Itiafc yo xmght fiuur tke Loiia 

your God Ibr 0yw. 

RrrisiBoxtoKa tnpoir Joshua. xr.—Who oaa emewt tho joy which 
fills the hearts of rtmsomed souls, ^hea they hare ozossed the Jordan 
of death, wTxen they have deau passed over, «vd have safely reached 
their heavenly home ! Great joy shone in the oountenanoes of the 
Israelitee, when, for the first time, they placed their on the pro- 
mised land. But when believers reach the promised heaven, woy 
shine brighter than the sparkling stars; they shine more gloiionoly 
than tho sun in his meridian splendour. Animating weie Israel’s 
songs when they found themselves safe in Canaan, after a journey 
of forty long Tears in a waste howling wilderness. Oh \ how sweet 
the songs of the saints of God, when they reach the paradise of the 
blest, after their pilgrimage in the vale of tears; and when their 
conflicts, and sorrows, and sufferings, have come to on etenial dose. 

PRAYER. 

XNFINITELY exalted Lord God, our God and FaGter in 
Christ, thy glorious name is exalted above all blessing and 
piHisc. In thy great goodness thou hast given us refreshing 
sleep upon our beds, and thou hast raised ns up in the enjoy- 
ment of health and in the exercise of reason. For these 
mercies we praise thee. May the bodily strength we czyoy, 
may our health, and may our reason, be all employed this day 
as valuable talents in thy service. Now we draw near thy 
throne with the sacrifice of prayer and praiset We present 
our bodies before thee. After the dissolution of the grave, 
may they rise on the morning of the resurrection array^ in 
the comely garments of immortality. 

O enable us at this time to lift up our hands and our soul 
in earnest and believing prayers, through the atoning sacrifice 
which our gi*eat High-Priest presented upon tho altar of the 
divine nature. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in all the goodness thou didst mani- 
fest to thy church and people in ancient times. As they were 
called to remember tlieir passage through Jordan’s stream by 
erecting a memorial of twelve stones, may we be enabled to set 
up in our hearts memorials of God’s mercies. Thou hast been 
kind to us as individuals and as a family ; and it becometh us 
to sing of mercy. Thou hast delivered us from many sorrows, 
and from many calamities, which threatened our existence; 
and it becometh us to sing of mercy. While other iamiliea 
have been visited with peculiar judgments, we h||ive been com- 
forted and enriched by peculiar mercies ; and it becometh us 
to sing of mercy. Lord, save our precious souls ; O save them 
from Satan, the devouring lion ; save them from the guilt, the 
love, tho reign, and the alarming consequences of sin ; then 
shall we sing of mercy for ever, and join the church triumphi^it 
in songs of loudest praise. 

When we remember, O Jesus, tho effect produced on the 
waters of Jordan by the ark of the covenant on the shouldcmi 
of the priests, may this wonderful fact lead our thoughts to 
the contemplation of the astonishing effect produced on 
death of thy people by thine atonement. 

St^er fwt, 0 I^rd, the liveliness and thoughtlessness qf ffduih 
to prevent our dearly beloved children meditating with serious^- 
ness on the event qf death. Now may they seek the iove and 
the friendship of Jesus, whose presence in the Jordan of death 
will comfort their hearts with the hopes qf knmo^BtVa 

Let not our aged ffiimds be afraid to die# ifay uiey long 
to enter the Jordan of -death, believing that beyond the 
Jor^ of death there is a paradise of tmapeskable beaufy. 
where grows the tree of li&, bearing the richest fruits, aim 
whose leases are fiir iim bealipji tff tlm nations. 

O 1^ prayer, for Josus^ m:e. 

Amoha " " 

m 



TWBNTY-FIEST WBBK1.-*--SATOBI)AT JBVlSNING'f 


Girt Of THE SWEIT. 

iVeiepor^. j(My. lUdmptm. 

1 T ORB, when thou didst ascend on 
XJ thousand atipfcls filled the sky ; 

Those heavenly guards around thee wait, 

Like chariots that attend thy state. 

2 Not Sinai^s mountain could appear 
More glorious when tho Lord was there ; 

While he pronounced his dreadful law, 

* And struck the chosen tribes with awe. 

3 How bright tho triumph none can tell, 

When tho rebellious powers of hell, 

That thousand souls had captive made, 

Wore all in chains like captives led. 

Watts, 68, p. JL 

Ac'rs II. 

Day of Pentecost, 

A nd tlicy were all amaziiil and marvelled, saying one to 
another, Behold, are not all tlie.se which speak Galileans ? 
8 \And liow hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein 
we were born ? 

12 And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying 
one to another, What mcancth this ? 

18 Others mocking said, Tlicso men arc full of new wine. 

14 But Bctcr, standing up witli the eleven, lifted up his voice, 
and said unto them, Yo men of Judea, and all ye that dwell at 
Jerusalem, bo this known unto you, and hearken to my words : 

15 For tlicsc are not cinmken, as ye suppose, seeing it is 
but the third hour of the day. 

IG Bu(i this is tliat w hich is spoken by the prophet Joel ; 

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I 
will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh : and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams : 

18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour 
out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy : 

19 And I will sliew woiidei's in heaven above, and signs in 
the earth beneath ; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke : 

20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into 
blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come ; 

21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on 
the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, 
a man approved of God among you by miracles and w'onders 
and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye 
yourselves also know : 

23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain : 

24 Whom God hatli raised up, having loosed the pains of 
death : because it was not possible that he should bo holdcn of it. 

26 For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw tlic Lord 
always before my fac^ for he is on my right hand, that I should 
not be moved : 

26 Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad ; 
moreover also my flesn shall rest in hope ; 

27 Because thou wilt not leave my humanity in the grave, 
Ueither wilt thou suffer thhic Holy One to see corruption, 

28 Thou hast made known to me the ways of life ; thou 
•halt make me full of joy with thy countenance. 

^ vfov Acts n.— Immediately after our Saviour’s ascen- 

ibh to Aeaveu, was that divine and blessed momise fUIflUed, ^'Thou 
hast ascended up on high, thou hast led eapuvity captive, &ou hast 
reoMved gifts for men, even for the rebellious/’ The gift of tongues 
upon day of JEtotecost was a wonderhil miraculous display of 
Christ’s naeroy and power, and at the same time delightfully inti* 
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moted thot ttie glorioufl Goipel ot adfal&oa ibodd in Aiture day* 
proclaimed in every languaw tod »,ev^Jtoi Em 
numorons tongues in which Gospel u tod ^nm^» 

knguoges int^hioh the Bible, flio word is tonu^ted, 

furSa most hopofhl and cnoonraging that t^ tame u 

fast approaching when all nations, in their own laagnag^ toall hoar 
of the wdvation of our God, Let each one of us oe^tly Ptoad for 
the desoent of the Spirit on our persons, fomiliec, end (toutoOs. . 

PRAYER. 

A dorable Loi-a God, the only ^tor and presemr of 
all things, we desire, in the exercise of a lively fSwth, and 
in the name of Jesus, to draw near thy merov-seat. We rqoice 
that thou art our merciful Father, that thou knowest our 
and fcclcst for our necessities. We praise thee, O Jesus, wiat 
tliou hast said, for the encouragement of all thy people, 
Father knoweth what things ye have need of before vo aak mm. 

Give us thy gracious aid, Holy Spirit, while at this turn we 
engage in the solemn exercise of prayer. * O Lo^, fdfil ip OUT 
experience that promise, I will pour out my spirit upon _yoo. 

We offer up our thanlcs for the mercies wo have this day 
received, and for the divine goodness which has unceasingly 
attended us during the whole of the past week. By day and 
by night wc have enjoyed thy fatherly care ; thou hast suppli^ 
our wants, and homo with our offences. Alas, because of the 
sins wc have committed, and the guilt we have contrax^dl 
Alas, beeauso of the careless or iiregular manner we have 
engaged in the vai'ious ordinances of thy gracious appointment ! 
Whore can we look for pardon but to thee? With shame and 
confusion wc confess our sinfulness ; yet with eamestnew and 
humility we would supplicate pardou through our Saviour’s 
hlooil. 

Wc ])ray that wc may bo enabled at this time to call to our 
grateful remembrance the early testimonies which our Saviour 
gave of the cflicacy of his atonement after his ascension to 
heav6n. By thy death, 0 Jesus, thou didst purchase blessings 
for men ; and, after thine ascension, thou didst most wonder- 
fully and abundantly bestow gifts on men, even the rebellious, 
that the Lord our God should dwell among them. Wc thank 
thec for the literal fulfilment of that promise, I will pour out 
my Spirit on all flesh ; and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy; and on my servants and on my handmaidens Iwill 
pour out ill those days of my Spirit, and they shall prophesy^ 
O let the following promise receive an extensive and bless^ 
fulfilment on the approaching Sabbath : And it shall come to 
pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall 
bo saved. 

Teach our children and domestics to call on the name of the 
Lord. May they love and practise secret p^ay^f and call on 
the name of the Lord for mercy. May me live to see them 
believers in Jesus, and possessors of the jewel of great pfice* 
O bless all the churches on thy oajr with a remarkable eflfii- 
sioinof thy divine spirit. Let the Spirit rest upon the under- 
standing, the heart, and the lips of all thy ministers y then a 
holy, heavenly unction will attend ttieir labours. Let there 
be an abundant communication of thy Spirit to all the congre- 
gations ; then multitudes shall be witnesses of the holy, efficacy 
of his divine power. As it is summ^ in the eieasoiL may a 

S piritual summer pervade all our churches; then fnaU the 
owers of grace bloom with spiritual glory and fingranCe. 
Particularly bless thy servant who labours among us in hofy 
things. When lie appears in thy na^, may he preach by thy 
power. 

Wo commend ourselves and friends to thy eixt tide night 
and for ever. * ' ’ 

Iiord^ hear us, for Jesus’ sake, our Lord and Saviour. And 
may the grace ck our lord Jesus Christ be with ui^ and ell the 
household of faith, for ever and ever. Ametu • 



mKNTlfrSECOND WEEK.-S-SABBATH MORNING. 


, BKUyXftAHCB WlOltf TBMMZCVUIOH. 

Kitw Wimd99r, SigUmry ^BfUUge, TmMdgt, Cfrm Some, c. VL 

\ A BE fill the foes of Ziou foola, , 

Who thiia devour her saints? 

Bo they »ot know hor Saviour rules, 

And pities her complaints? 

2 They shulI he seised with sad surprise ; 

# Eor God's revenging arm 

Scatters the hones of them that rise 
To do his childi'on harm. 

S In vain the song of Satan boast 
Of annioi in array; 

When Qod hatli first despised their host, 

They foil on easy prey. 

. . Wattr, Ps. 53. 

PSALM LTL 

‘ Man*a Depravity. 

TT^IIY boastest tfiou thyself in mischief, O mighty man? 

y ▼ the goodness of God endureih continually. 

2 Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs : like a sharp razor, work- 
ing deceitfully. 

8 Thou lovest evil more than good; and lying rather than 
to speak righteousness. Selali. 

4 Thou Tovest all devouring words, 0 thou deceitful tongue. 

6 God shall likewise destroy thee for (wer, he shall take 
thee away, and pluck thcc out of thy dwelling j)lacc, and root 
tlice out of the land of the living. Sclah. 

6 The righteous also shall sec, and fear, and shall laugh at 
him: 

7 Lp, this is the man that made not God his strength : but 
trusted in the abundance of liis riches, and strengthened him- 
self in his wickedness. 

8 But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God : I 
trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever, 

9 I will praise thee for ever, because tliou bast done it : and 
I will wait upon thy name ; for it is good before thy suiuts, 

PSALM LIII. 

Folly of Athciam. 

rilHE fool hath said in Ids heai*t, There is no God. Corrupt 
are they, and have done abominable iniejuity : there is 
none that docth good. 

2 God looked down from heaven ni)on the children of men, 
to sec if there were any that did uudei*8tan(1, tliat did seek 
God. 

8 Every one of them is gone back : they arc altogether 
become filthv ; ihe7*e is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

4 Have the workers of iniquity no knowledge ? who cat up 
my people as they cat bread : they have not called upon God. 

6 There were they in great fear, where no fear was : fur 
God h&tU scattered the bones of him that encampeth agaimt 
thee i thou hast put them to shame, because God hath despised 
them. 

. 0 Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion ! 
when God^hringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob 
shall Israel shall be glad. 

Rmaotiolijii trroir Pauit m., Lin.*— What an immenao evil is the 
wickedness of man, .when connected with great power ; but what a 
blessed, and eltefOtiial, and glorious antidote is God's goodness to this 
enl. While the g^ spe^ is the oharoctcristio honour of our race, 
sin has rendered it one of the greatest curses and injuries to our 
species.^ aanCtifled tongue is man’s glory; but an unsonctified 
tongue in the aerviee of maliimity and fidsoho^ man’s greatest dis- 
grace. Many have acoompHAod by tlioir tonguo the temporal ruin 
of 4he;ohjeots of their enmity; but they havo not 'failed to treasure 
up &r themselves an accamulation of Invine wrath, againyit the day 


of wrath. What a oontrastl a maliciaus man doomed to endless woe, 
and a meroifhl man destined for eternal bliss ! To deny tho being of 
tt God, tho government of Providenoo, and tlie 'immoi'tality of the 
soul, is a combination of the perfection of fully with tho purfectiou 
of wickedness. Happy are we, if we can say m fiuth, ‘‘Wo know 
that out licdcomer hvoth.” 


PRAYER. 

T^IIAT are we, O Lord, that wc arc allowed to present 
ourselves before tliee, a holy and a righteous God? 
Tliou art excellent in power, aud in judgment, and in plenty 
of justice. While tho government of the greater number of 
earthly kuigs has been marked by injustice, cruelty, aud blood, 
justice and judgment are the ornament of tliy crown, and mercy 
adorns tlic sceptre thou dost sway. Just and true ore thy ways, 
thou King of Btiiuts. 

Glory to thy name Hint we arc permitted, on tho morning j 
of another day, and esiiecially on tho morning of another 
Sabbath-day, to apiu'oach the throne of our God, and to 
supplicate for ours('lvos aud for others tho invaluable blessings 
of thy salvation. AVe thank tlice, O Lord, for the SabWh, 
and for all the ordinances and institutions which render this 
blessed day a day so deservedly precious in tho estimation of 
all tliy children. In the near prospect of assembling with thy 
people, in common ^Yitll all the tlioiu^ands of Israel, may cacii 
one composing this our family bo enabled thus to sing, I was 
glad when it was said unto me, Let us go up unto tlie house 
of the Lord our God. 

I a every part of the globe may thy Church, O Immanuel, 
be blessed with great aud increasing prosperity. Let Satan’s 
kingdom fall like lightning from heaven ; and may they who 
arc now bis faithful followers forsake his disgraceful standard, 
and become', the loyal subjects of the Prince of peace. 
pray for every minister, and for every believer in Christ, in 
every pai*t of the earth, and of every name aud demonunation. 
Great grace be on them all. We would aftectionatoly pray for 
tliem all, as belonging to the same family, os redeemed by 
the same Saviour, and as journeying to tlie same heaven. 

Smile on all our universities and scliools. Bless the schools 
of the young prophets, the futiu’c iustructors of thy Chui’ch.' O 
bless the schools of the poor. There, may they seek and find 
the pearl of inestimable worth. 

Take pity on the Jews, and may they fall prostrate at Jesus’ 
feet, and acknowledge him as the true Messiah. 

Crown our rulers w ith a rich diadem of Divine gru>cc, and 
may they fear the Saviour of men, aud the future Judge of the 
world. 

^lay great success attend the preaching of the Gospel. In 
the churches' in general, aud in the congregation witli Avhich 
wc are connected in pai'tieular, may the vile corruptions of the 
licarts of men fall before tho powerful influence of the glo- 
rious Gospel. May the haughtiness and pride and malice of 
men be cast down, and may humility, mercy, and love take 
possession of the soul and reign supreme. 

May our dear cJdldren know^ believey feel, and practise the 
joyful sound. Gi'ant that our servants may know and believe 
the Gospel to their eternal salvation. 

May the aged bo strcngtlicned by its promises while they 
attend thy courts; and may the aillictcd and the aged who 
are unable to assemble publicly with thy people enjoy in their 
private abodes the exhilarating foretastes of heaven. May • 
they sit down under the shadow of Christ, the tree of life, and 
may his fruit be sweet to their taste. And may they rejoice 
in the prospect of being introduced into the banmeting house 
above, where they sh^ for over feast on tlio love of God. 
Hear us, for Jesur sake, K>wr only Saviour. Amen. 

Our Pather^ which art in heaven, fee. 




TWBNTJr-SBCOND WE 3 JE.— SAJIBATH BVENIKO 



Tftl BPlllIT WITNESSING. 

M$lody. Serenity, Owfe. FartHnydon. 0. a. 

1 WHY should the children of a King 
^ » Go moui'ning nil thoir days ! 

Great Comforter, descend, and bring 
Some tokens of thy grace. 

2 Dost thou not dwell in all tho saints, 

And seal tho heirs of licavon ? 

When wilt thou banish my complaints, 

And shew my sins forgiven ? 

H Assure my conscience of her part 
In tho ilcdeemcr’s blood ; 

And bear thy witiK'ss with my heart, 

That I am born of God. 

_ Watts, 1 U, B. /. 

PSALM LIV. 

Saintt* Confidence in Cod, 

QAVE me, O God, by thy name, and judge me by thy 
^ strength. 

2 Hear my prayer, 0 Godj give car to the words of my 
mouth. 

3 For strangei’s arc risen up against me, and oppressors seek 
after my soul : they liave not set God before them. Selah. 

4 Behold, God w mine helper : tlic Lord is witli them that 
uphold my soul. 

u He shall reward evil unto mine enemies : cut them off in 
tliy truth. 

C I will freely sacrifice unto thee : I will praise thy name, 
0 Loud ; for f7 is good. 

7 For he hath delivered me out of all trouble : and mine 
eye hath seen /lis desire upon mine enemies. 

PSALM LV. 

l)avid*t Afflictions, 

G 1 IVE car to my prayer, 0 God, and hide not thyself from 
^ my supplication. 

2 Attend unto me, and hear me : I mourn in my complaint, 
and make a noise; 

3 Because of the voice of the enemy, liccausc of the oppres- 
sion of the wicked ; for they cast iniquity upon me, and in 
wrath tliey hate me. 

4 My heart is sore pained within me : and the terrors of 
death are fallen upon me. 

5 Fcarfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror 
hath overwhelmed me. 

6 And I said. Oh that I had wings like a dove ! for then 
W’ould I fly away, and bo at rest. 

7 Lo, then would I wander far off, and remain in the 
wilderness. Selah. 

8 I would hasten my escape from the windy storm and 
tempest. 

9 Destroy, O Loud, arid divide their tongues : for I have 
seen violence and strife in the city. 

10 Day and night they go al>out it upon the walls thereof: 
mischief also and sorrow are in the midst of it. 

11 Wickedness is in the midst thereof: deceit and guile 
depart not from her streets. 


^ Heflkctions upon Psalm liv., lv. — Is God’s name the salvation of 
his people ? Then, whom he justifiea, none shall bo able to condemn. 
Sanctified afflictions open tho mouth of prayer, and stimulate the 
believing soul to earnestness in prayer. When the saints compare 
their enemies who are against them, with their redeeming God and 
Saviour who is for them, their hearts ore filled with confidence, and 
they oxolaifni in tho language of holy and triunmhant iefiancci 
who can soparato us from the love of Christ ? Whax a wonder- 
ful delivomco awaits tho believer at death ! Then, however many 
his affiictions, the lliord dcUvereth him out of them aU. In evory 
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afUiction prayer is the solace and fee comfort of fee ho^ver^s heart i 1 
in this ordinance, and in this exercis©,lie poms his verjTsotd into his ^ 
Saviour’s bosom, and ho enjoys feat sweet foUowfeip which is fee 
foretaste of heaven, whore no cloud of sorrow ever obsouioi fee oeles* 
tial sky, and where ho shall behold his Saviour fece to feoe. In feat 
peaceful world ho shall bo eternally beyond tho roach of all, his foes^ ^ 
and be for ever blessed with tho beatific vision of God and the Lamb. 


^ PRAYER. 

I N thy great mercy, O Lord, we have been perimttcd to 
engage in the orainances of thy gracious appointment; 
and we adore and bless thee that we are again permitted to 
encompass thy holy altar, before we retire to rest. In all our 
religious exercises give us the sincerity of unfeigned devotion. 
Thou art the searcher of the heart, and nothing but sincerity 
of soul can be acceptable unto thee ; the mere service of the. 
lips can avail nothing. Deliver us from the daring presump- 
tion of only giving thee bodily service. 0 teach ua to wcarship 
thee in spirit and in truth. 

We acknowledge, O liord, the imperfect and sii^ manner 
in which we have observed the ordinances of religion. Our 
hearts have been comparatively cold and languid, while they 
sliould have been warmed with the fire of sacred love# Gra- 
ciously pardon the coldness of our hearts, and let the sins 
connected with our holy things be washed a^vay by the merit 
of our Saviour’s blood. We seek forgiveness through tlie 
atonement and mediation of thy well-beloved Son. O enter 
not into judgment witli thy servants; but behold, 0 God, our 
sliicld, and look upon ns in the fane of thine anointed. 

Wo would present the sacrifice of thanksgiving. Praise to 
thy name, that the trumpet of the Gospel has been sounded 
this day in the cars of thousands. We thank thee for the 
assistance which lias been given to thy ministers in preaching, 
and to thy people in hearing, the everlasting Gospel. We 
thank thee for those gracious smiles manifested to the congre- 
gation with uhich w^e are connected. We thank thee for tlie 
message our beloved minister was enabledHo deliver, and for 
any measure of saving efficacy which attended his labours. 
Abundantly bless all tlie means wdiicb have been employed for 
extending the boundaries of the. Mediators empire, and for 
rescuing Satan’s captives from their galling bondage. 

Deliver us, O Lord, from oiu* sj)ii’itual enemies# Save us, O 
God, by thy name. Deliver us out of all our troubles^ and 
may we trample on the neck of all our spiritual foes. 

Preserve oar dear children from the most dangerous snares 
of wicked company ^.who never set God before ihem^ May 
they love the wise, and walk %vith them ; may they hate f Ae 
sins of the ungodly y and avoid the path of destroyers. ' Mdy 
our servants ever he preserved from the scares of the worli, 
and be adorned with the beauties of holiness. 

Lord, have mercy on tlio afflicted who have been unable to 
wait on thee in thy public courts. Be unto them their oOn- 
stant helper, and uphold their soul. 

Wc earnestly pray that our hearts may be weaned ft*om fee 
world ; and that our affections, desires, and hopes m^y epu- 
stantly ascend to the heavenly state. We pray that c^h one 
of us may say, in the language of the Psalmist, O that I had 
wings like a dove ! for then would I fiy away, and be at rest. 
1 would hasten my escape from the stormy wind and tempest. 

These our evenmg prayers we present before thee. GKve eat 
to our prayer, O God ; and hide not thyself from our auppliesa* 
tion. With thy servant, may wo ever' resolve to praise thee. 
Let each one say, I will freely saorifice unto thee ; I will praise 
thy name, O Lord ; for it is good. 

Gracioujdy protect us this night, and hear our praye^ fyi 
Our dear Xt^eemeris sake. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, 


I 


TWINTY-SECOND WIBK;— MONDAY liOKNINO. 


Jietut TH« CAPTAtK OP SALTATION. 
Lydia, VcmMdgtNeui: AdUcy. 
f J rESUS ! 0 word divinely sweet ! 

^ How ishanning is the sound 1 
What joyful news ! what heavenly sense 
In wat dear name is fptmd ! 

3 Ou^ souls, all guilty and condemned, 

In hop^ess fetters lay ; 

Our souls, with numerous sins depraved, 
To death and hell a prey. 

3 Jesus, to purge away this guilt, 

A willing victim fell ; 

And on his cross triumphant broke 


The bands of death and hell. 


J. Stknnbtt. 


JOSHUA V. 

Cfircumcithn and the Patsorer. 

A ND it came to pass, when all the kings of the Amorites, 
which were on the side of Jordan westward, and all the 
' kings of the Canaanites, which were by the sea, heard that 
the Loud had dried up the waters of Jordan from before the 
children of Israel, until we were passed over, that their heart 
melted, neither was there spirit in them any more, because of 
the chUdren of Israel. 

2 At that time the Lord said unto Joshua, Make thee 
sharp knives, and circumcise again the children of Israel the 
second time. 

8 And Joshua made him sharp knives, and circumcised the 
children of Israel at the hill of the foresiiins. 

4 And this is the cause wliy Joshua did circumcise: All 
the people that came out of Egypt, tfiai were males, even all 
the men of war, died in the wilderness by the way, after they 
came out of Egypt. 

6 Now all the people that came out u'ere circumcised ; but 
alb the people that were l)orn in the wilderness by the way as 
they came forth out of Egypt, them they had not circumcised. 

6 For the children of Israel walked forty years in the wil- 
derness, till all the people that were men of war, which came 
out of Egypt, were consumed, because they obeyed not the 
voice of the Lord : unto whom the Lord swarc that he would 
not, shew them the land, which the Lord swarc unto their 
fathers that he would give us, a land that floweth with milk 
and honey. 

7 And their children, whom he raised up in their stead, 
them Joshua circumcised : for they were uncircumciscd, be- 
cause they had not cifcumciscd them by the way. 

8 And it came to pass, when they had done circumcising 
all the people, that they abode in their places in the camp, till 
they wei^e whole. 

9 And the Lord said unto Joshua, Tliis day have I rolled 
away the reproach of E^pt from off you. Wherefore the 
name of the place is called Gilgal unto this day. 

18 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that 
he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a 
man over against him with his sword drawn in his hand : and 
Joshua went, unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or 
for ouJ adversaries ? 

14 And he said, Nay j but as captain of the host of the 
Lord 4m I how come. And Joshua fell on« his face to the 
earth, and ‘ did worship, and said unto him. What saith my 
lord onto his servant ? 

^16 4nd the captain of the Lord’s host said \mto Joshua, 
Loose shoe ftom off thy foot; for the place whereon thou 
stendest is And Joshua did so 

Barammirs mK JosnUA v.— How vain it is in the enemies of 
the iSiuroli of Christ to oppose end liiifhstand Ood It is tho in- 
loisst, the islbty* *sd the nohcmr of Chxist’s enemies to lay aside 
a rtf Ihsir onmity and hostiUty, and to swear sUegumoo 


to his government and laws. Circumcision woa m emblem of purity: 
0 may our hearts be circumcised by the power of tho Holy Ghost to 
love our God and Saviour with all our hearts ! Tho mortifying of 
I the corruptions may be accompanied with suffering ; but the holy 
fruits of mortiffoation are more delicious and rof^hing than tho 
most* luxuriant clusters that were ever furnished by tho vine, la 
the life of the believer a pilgrimage ? blessed prospect ! tho descent 
below shall be followed by Sio pc^adise above. 

^ PRAYER. 

^ LORD, we adore thee as the God of the spirits of all 
^ flesh. In no respect art thou dependent upon any crea- 
tive. while all creatures are dependent on thee. All creatures 
were formed for thy glory, and thou shalt derive a revenue of 
glory from them all ; even from those which have risen up in 
rebellion against thee, and trampled under their feet thy 
righteous laws. Thou mak('st the very wrath of men to 
praise thee, and the remainder of their wath thou dost re- 
strain by the arm of thiiic omnipotence. 

W^e thank thee, our Father and our God, for the mercies 
of the past night, and for tlio testimonies of thy Idndncss we 
enjoyed on the past Sabbath. Teach us, O Lord, more highly 
to estimate thy day and tliy liouse and thine ordinances. 
are now, in thy gracious providence, entering on another 
week; may we show that our heart and life are under the 
influence of the Gospel of thy Son. May this influence 
appear in all our duties and engagements, whether thei 
respect tho soul or the body, time or eternity. 

We desire, O Lord, to rejoice in thee as our almighty 
friend. Give us that confidence in thy friendship and love 
which will bear us up amid all the afilictious of this journey- 
ing state, and will make us smile at all the purposes and 
eflbrts of our enemies. 

Suffer none of our family to remain in a state of enmity to 
thee. Convince them that, if they die without an interest in 
thy favour and the righteousness of thy Son, when they come 
to the brink of eternity, then sliall their heart melt for fear, 
neithcrwahall there be spirit in them any more. Earnestly we 
would supplicate thee our God in behalf of our graceless rela- 
tives, who are dead in trespasses and sins. Sufler them no 
longer to remain in the congregation of the dead. Deliver 
them from the dreadful delusion of devoting all their time, 
attention, and thought, to the body, which must soon die, 
wliile they discover no concern for the soul, which shall live 
for ever. God forbid tliat any of this family should be found 
on the left hand of the Judge at the last day. W^o are assem- 
bled before the throne of grace on earth ; O may we meet 
before the throne of glory in heaven ! Mercy forbid that any 
now kneeling before thee should perish amid the flames of 
Tophet, and, like the rich man in the parable, see, from the 
place of their torment, the happiness of the blest in heaven. 

Have mercy on our children, and circumcise their hearts to 
love thee. Take away the pollution of their nature, and give 
them the beauties of holiness, which will last and flourish when 
the loveliness of youth has fled for ever. 

Lord, enable us diligently to use and improve the means of 
grace. As the manna ceased when Israel came to Jordan, 
may wo most seriously remember that all the means of grace 
shall cease for ever, when we come to the Jordan of death. 
Deeply impress on our minds this solemn truth : Life is the 
time to serve the Lord — the time, the only time, to ensure 
the great reward; and, while the lamp of our life holds 

out to bum, the chief of sinners may return. 

Messed Jesus, we acknowledge thee as the captain of tlis 
Lord’s host. Give us grace to receive, and obey thee 
as the captain of our saltation. 

Hear tWe our imperfect prayers; only for Jesus’ sakai om 
prophet, priest, aud ki^. Ami^ 



TWENTY-SBCOND WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


riut9« FOR RSNRWINO QRACB. 

BradUy. Keau^* Roekfcrd* Lamgdon* u n* 

1 rilO Ood, my Saviour and my King, 

^ Fain would my soul her tribute bring j 
Join me, yo wdntB, in songs of praise, 

For yo have known and felt his grace* 

2 Wn^tched and helpless once I lay. 

Just breathing all my life away: 

Ho saw mo woltoring in my blood, 

And felt tlio pity of a God. 

3 With speed he Hew to my relief, 

Bound up my wounds, and soothed my grief ; 

Poured joys divine into my heart, 

And bade each anxious fear deport. S. Stbnniw. 

ACTS II. 

Day of Peniecoit, 

M en and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the 
patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and 
his sepulchre is Avith us unto this day. 

30 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, ac- 
cording to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit oil his 
tjirono ; 

31 lie seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, 
that hia humanity was not left in the grave, neither liis flesh 
did see corruption. 

32 This Jesus hath Ood raked up, whereof Ave all are Avit- 
n esses. 

33 Tlierefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and 
having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, 
he hath shed forth this, which ye now sec and hear. 

34 For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he 
saith liimsclf, The Lord said unto my Ijord, Sit thou on my 
right hand, 

35 Until 1 maice thy foes thy footstool. 

86 Therefore let all the house of Israel knoAV assuredly, 
that God linth made that same Jesus, Avhom yc have crucified, 
both Lord and Christ. ^ 

“ 87 Noav when they heard t/iis, they were pricked in their 
heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles. Men 
and brethren, Avhat shall Ave do ? 

38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remis- 
sion of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and 
to all that are afar off, even as many as tlie Lord our God 
shall call. 

40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, 
saying, SaA^e yourselves from this untoward generation. 

41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized ; 
and the same day there were added unto them about tliree 
thousand souls. 

42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine 
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

43 And fear came upon every soul : and many wonders and 
signs were done by the apostles. 

44 And all that believed were togeth^, and had all things 
csommon ; ^ 

46 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them 
to all men, as every man had need. 

46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the 
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their 
meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 

47 Praising Gt>d, and having favour Afritib all the people. And 
the Ixnd addra to the church daily such as should be saved. 


victories. In these he was typical of .Jesus. But how infinitely 
superior in all these is Jesus, the antit^, beyond David, the type I 
How insignificant ore iho enemies of Chi^ in themselves, and in 
their power, when compared vrith' him iu his omnipotence, and in 
liis victories ! They are only as ashes beneath the soles of his feet. 
They who nailed 1*08118 to the oroas murdored him without a single 
pong of pity or remorse. Their hearts wore colder than ice, and 
harder than the adamantine rock, How wonderftd — when they 
Avere brought under the faithful ministry of the Word, as proclaimed 
by the Apostlo, and accompanied by tho power of tho Spirit — their 
Itardened insensibility gave way to feelings of tho most pungent 
penitence and sorrow! SVhat was their amazement, when they 
found they were saved by the very blood their own hands had shed ! 

iiAYEK 

TTTE adore thee, O Lord, jas the uncreated, the self-existent 
Jehovah. From thy great.self thy being springs ; thou 
art thine own original, made up of uncreated things, end sclf- 
sufficience bears them all. 

We desire with liumility to lift up our eyes to thee. Holy 
Spirit, for that assistance which our souls need in approaching 
the throne of grace. May that promise be fulfilled in our 
experience, I Avill pour out my Spirit upon you, and I will 
make knoAvn my words unto you. May we therefore, pray 
with the spirit, and in our songs of praise may we sing with 
the spirit. 

We thank thee, God of providence and grace, for all the 
mercies wliicli have rendered our day profitaole and pleasant. 
AVe bless thee for the light of day, which is necessary for our 
usual employment ; and we thank thee for the darkness and the 
silence of night, which is suitable for our sleep and repose. 

What thou hast seen amiss in us this day we humbly pray 
thou mayest graciously forgive. AVc seek thy pity ana wo 
seek thy forgiveness. Favour us with a peaceful and refresh- 
ing night. Wc rejoice that the night and the day, the light 
and the daricness, arc both alike unto thee. If, m thy great 
goodness, we are permitted to enter on another day, may our 
lives be regulated as the lives of those who are washed and 
sanctified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the spirit of 
our God. 

May the dew of the Spirit’s infiiiences attend the blessed 
word we have now read. O that the Holy Ghost, of whom 
Avc have read such wonders, may graciously visit us as a family, 
and dwell among us, that we may have the satisfying evidence 
that we are horn of God 1 

We rejoice in the literal and ample accomplishment of those 
prophecies which respected the resurrection of Christ. Wo 
praise thee that the testimony of those who witnessed the 
resurrection of Christ is preserved; and that we have these 
words on record, This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we 
all are witnesses. 

We adore thee, blessed Saviour, as infinitely exalted above 
the thrones of the principalities and powers in the heavenly 

E laces. May the remembrance of tby crucifixion 611 pur 

earts with love, gratitude, and praise. 

O Lord our God, give us repenfance, and may we be bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost, in the name of Jesps, for the 
remission of sins. 

We earnestly pray that %ve and our children and daynetdiee 
may receive the Holy Ohoet ; and may the prami^ wldch 
if made unto us and them be mercifully accomplished. 

Lord, increase 4;he number of thy people. there be 
added daily unto the Church such as* shall be saved. We 
beseech thee, let brotherly love prevml. May every root of 


itmacnojis vron Acts 
extensive his power, dreadftd hii 


ly such as should be saved. 

glorious was David’s throne, 
sttlei, and most VVondeiliil his 


h9V our prOTew, and om tewicii, Si 
Jgipr sake, who is worthy of our udoratkm and praise.^ 
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TWBNUf-I^COND WEEK.— TtiMBAY MOBlimO. 


imxtxsuxim mou «oxr mon. 

Omei^ Wmiihm^ i.. m. 

1 T OBB I ho# diaU wJMohod aumors daro 
Jj Look up to thy BlTine ahodo P 

Ot offer thm impmbct jitayer 
Before a just and holy Qod f 

2 Bright terrors guard thy awfhl scati 
And dasaling Rories veil thy faco ; 

Tot meroy ows us to thy foot, 

Thy throne is still a throne of griaco., 

3 0 may our souls thy grace adoroi . 

Hay Jesus plead our humble claim, 

While thy protection we implore, 

In this prevailing, gloriousiiame. ‘ Steele. 

joiKijor^ 

The Sun andMoen vmd iliU,’ 

I^OW it oame to pass, Wfl^'-Adoni-zfdcci kin^ of Jeru- 
salem had heard hotf ifoshua had taken Ai, and had 
utterly destroyed it; as he 'h|id -to; Jerieho and her 
king, so ho had done to and her king; and how the. 
inhabitants of Gibeon had ifi^de peace with Israel, and were 
among them ; ' > . . 

2 That they feared greatly; beeause Gibooni was a great 
city, as one of the royal <^1^, and because it wa$ greater 
than Ai, and all the men ttereof were mighty. 

8 Wherefore Adoni«zedeo king of Jerusalem sent unto 
Holiam king of Hebron, ahd unto Piram king of. Jaimuth, 
and unto Japhia king of iLachish, and unto Debit king of. 
Eglon, saying, 

4 Come up unto me,- and help me, that We may smite, 

Gibeon: for it hath made jpemw With Joshua and with Ihe^- 
children of Israel. ■ , ' . . , , 

5 Therefore the five kin* the Amorites, the kkg of 
Jerusalem, the king of Heoroh, the kii^ of Jarmntu, the 
king of Lachish, the king Of ]^lonj gathered themselves 
together, and went up, tlt^ ami au their hosts, and encamped 
before Gibeon, and made war agahi^ it, 

6 IT And the men of Gibeoii sent unto Joshua to the camp 

to Gilgal, saying, Slack'^ot ihy hand from thy servants; 
come up to us quickly, and sarye ns, and help ns ; fbr all tliO- 
kings of the Amorites that dwell in the . mountains are 
gathered together against us. { , 

7 So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he, and ail the peo^e 
of war with him, and all thO mighty tocn of 'valouf . 

8 f And the Loan said tmtb ioshua. Fear them Aotf 

I have delivered them frito bpd; there= shall not a 
man of them stand befoi:^"thi6i^ * . . . . ‘ 

9 Joshua therefore carte noto tham suddenly, 

from Gilgal all night. , - ' . . , . , i i 

10 And the Lord disisomftted' them: before Israel,; an(lt 
slew them with a great sbtnghter at -Gibeon, and chaaed'tlfom 
along the way that goetb up.to Bethilwrbn, and smote them 
to Aaekah, aud unto Majfkedah* » , _ v r ‘ t \ 

11 And it came to p^jis, aS they flpd ;fem before Isram* 
and were in the going to Beth-harqh, that the 

oast down great stones frosn heaven upon-themimto A tekan, 
aud tiiCT died: they were more which died with hailstones 
than they whom the children of Israel slew with the *^ord. 

12 if Then sptdce Joshua to the Loan in the day when the 
Loan deliver^ up the Amorites before the children of hrael, 
and he said' in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon 
Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. 

18 And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, ontd the 
people had 'aren^ themselves upon their enemies, ft not 
Siis written in the bwdt of Jasher? So the sun stood stiU 
in the rtidst i^ hUem, and hasted not to go down about a 
Wll0l6 HObJ* Me. * 

14 And wai^ no day like tkkt before it or after it, 


that the Loan hearkened nato the voice of a man : for the 
Lord fought for larael* 

15 ^ And Joshua returned, and aU Israel with him, unto 
the camp to Gilgal. 

Bjbewiiokb upon. JoanuA x. — ^Wh|t a dreadful inclosorts to be 
hemmed iu on all sides by God’s judgments. It is a bariior through 
which no onomy con break : it is a wall which no enemy can scale. 
May it bo our privilege to bo surrounded by the barrier of God’s 
mercy, to bo encompassed with tlie wall of salvation, that mighty 
bulwark, against wluoh tho contending powers of hell shall uevir 
bo able to prevail, DieadM was the doom of tho idolatrous 
Amorites. They perished under tho heavy judgments of Jehovah., 
Through Jesus may we bo reconciled to God ; then wo shall escape 
doserv^ wrath, and for over enjoy unmerited mercy. 

PRAYEIL ^ 

TT^E adore thee, O Lord, as our delivering God. But 
” in an especial manner, we adore thee, 0 Jesus, as our 
. deliverer from the curse of a broken law, our deliverer from 
A Satan, from sin, from the world, from death^s sting, and from 
the ipisertes pf hell. We rejoice that iu thee ia accomplished 
that prdm^e/ There shall come out of Zioii tho deliverer, 

^ We bless thee, O Lord, for another opportunity of pre- 
senting o^urablVeflt Bpfore thee iu domestic worship. We thank 
. thee that thy ^acious providence surrounded our dwelling 
mad enc6mpa«a(ed.cnirb^; and that wo are now permitted to 
■ lift up our eyes jjo'thee in adclwation, supplication, and praise. 

We seek wisdom from our God, which is profitable to 
Indirect us iu opr duties, both tcpa^^ral and sj)iritual. In our 
I . ordinary busiiibss may we from injuring our- 

selves by iudc^nce or covetousness ; and may wo be pro- 
1 served from tw Ohicantry 6r liishouelity of others. But, 
above all; assist us in ojir spi^tual engagements. May we 
^Imnget and thirst after rigbtOoujshess; disposed at all 

I tiinCs, like Uttte *chffdren, td sit lem at Jesus' feet. 
Strengthen Ld^,. and .upliold^ the right hand 
of.thyri^e^oess, that^WS&,i!n^^^ preserved from 

Wit" ht^oiuftaply ifii^rgviiig in ^^Uness and every 

^Cf^e out dkar:^itlStefi :an$ o^^lovc to spiritual 

du^s * iJtM 'jmy they acquire an 

;i^tif(Hpt^tiie ^ attend them 

B^ess to .iis^hrt*we^*a^ iM of the miraculous 
;eit^libu of tile dAy, and’<ti6kJ^,^ev(iir^?jM that the 

: T^wer oHhd ^^^Imighty is for tho welfare of 

:his people, IMay i^e-be diayJimpieHeiLWith thankfulness 
.thaiHQie God of Joshna .is through his 

^0 ^^lly;oi(t;cr|ipoil ifi^di^vwS&h shall be from 

^bitii^e^.4jr >bni|^#*vj|i^^ lofty wdls of 

w ^ j . ♦ 14 .. . .1 J • A< ■ J II nfn 1 fi-n nr rrinf n niiu nf*n 


^bitii^eiM.rir 'brii|^4>^S|i'^ lofty wdls of 

iWof^mty. 

^all 1ibe.er)<M:siuouri^fi^Si^^ Word of Q^, 

■tfttendbd V tlfo of tW ttoly Ghost. We 

adore thee, O Lord, that by means so liumble, so weak, and 
so unlikely, as the preaching of the Gospel by man, thou 
bast accomplished such wonderful and blessed revolutions on 
the face of the earth. Lord, hasten that glorious day when 
Jesus shall reign over, all the nations of the earth ; and 
when the light of his salvation shall shine wherever the 
natural sun pours down his light. _ 

Lord, give ns graoq to persevere in jiuirsuing our Christian 
course, and in contending with our spiritual foes ; then wo 
shall conquer all Our enemies, and at last reach our heavenly 
home. 

Mercifully hear our prayers, for Jesus’ soke. 

Q Q 3 ’ 


TWENTY-SECOND WEEK.— TUESDAY BVENIJ^G. 


cheist’s oeacx. 

Fwndlii^g, Job* Lewton» Rippon'i 18E u n. 

1 T “ET me but hoar my Saviour say, 

Strength shall be equal to thy day ; 

Thou I rejoice in deep distress, 

Leaning on all-sufficient grace. 

2 I glory in infirmity, 

That Christ’s own power may rest on me j 
When I am weak, then am 1 strong, 

Grace is my shield, and Christ my song. 

3 I can do all things, or can bear 

All sufiTcrings, if my Lord bo there ; 

Sweet pleasures mingle with the paiuB, 

While his left hand my head sust^iup. 

4 Hut if the Lord ho once withdrawn, 

And wo attempt the work alone, 

When now temptations spring and rise. 

Wo find how great our weakness is. 

^ ^ Watts, 15, B. I. 

ACTS III. 

Pettr and John in the Temple, 

*Vr OW Peter and John went up together into the temple at 
the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. 

2 And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was 
carried, wliom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which 
is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the 
temple : 

3 Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple 
asked an alms. 

4 And J^eter, fiisteiiing his eyes upon him with John, said, 
Look on us. 

5 And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive some- 
thing of them. 

6 Then Peter said. Silver and gold have I none ; but such as 
1 have give I thee : In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth 
rise up and walk. 

7 And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up : 
and immediately his feet and ancle bones received strength. 

8 And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with 
them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God : 

9 And all the people saw liim walking and praising God. 

10 And they knew that it was he which sat for alms at the 
Beautiful gate of the temple : and they were filled with won- 
der and amazement at that which had happened unto him. 

11 And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and 
John, all the people ran together unto them in the porch that 
is called Solomon’s, greatly wondering. 

12 And when Peter saw *7, he answered unto the people. 
Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this ? or why look ye so 
earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness wo 
had made this man to walk ? 

18 The God of Abraham, and of Jsaac, and of Jacob, the 
God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus ; whom ye 
delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when 
he was determined to let him go. 

14 But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired 
a murderer to l)e gi*anted unto you ; 

15 And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised 
irom the dead ; whereof we are witnesses. 

16 And his name through faith in his name hath made this 
man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is 
by Hm hatli given him this perfect soundness in the presence 
of you all. 

17 And now, brethren, I wot that tlirough ignorance ye did 
U, as c/itf Also your rulers. 

18 But those things, which God before had shewed by the 
moutn of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer, ho hath 
so tulfiOed. 

300 


BfiBi:j:cnoE8tTroEAcisiu.*---Thoj9iri ^;race and supplioatum 
is the genuine evidence of Hie existenoe of spmtnal lifb in me soul. 
Like the Apostles, may we delight to frequent God’s sanctuary, and 
look upon the services of God’s house as a foretaste of the joys of 
" lieaven. Happy the state and frame of the minds of those who can 
say, Our soul thirsteth for God, for the living God. When shall 
wo appear before God in Zion? ” After our Lord ascended up on 
high, he gave ample proof that his Divinity was graciously present 
with his Cliurch and Apostles on earth, while his humanity was in 
heaven, there remaining until tho restitution of all things. Seo tho 
miracles of power performed on tho bodies, and the mirados of grace 
performed on tho souls of men ! 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, thou art the God of Abraham, of Isaac, 
and of Jacob; and thou art the God of our fathers, who 
hast glorified thy Son Jesus. We adore thee in the glory 
thou gavest to thy Son, when thrice thou didst proclaim from 
heaven. This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
We adore thee in the glory thou gavest thy Son, in raising 
him from the dead by an act of thy justice, thy truth, and thy 
power. Wc adore thee in the glory thou gavest thy Son, 
when he ascended up on high, and when ho received from thy 
hand, amid the acclamations of angels and saints, the media- 
torial crown he now wears. And we adore thee in all the 
glory thou hast since given to thy well-beloved Son, by the 
l)ouring out of the Holy Ghost, and the effectual preaching of 
the blessed Gospel, by which multitudes of thousands have 
become the subjects of Immanuel’s kingdom. 

We adore thcc, O Lord, as a prayer-hearing God, Thou 
hast graciously appointed prayer as a duty and a privilege. We 
would honour thee, our God, by obeying the duty and embrac- 
ing the privilege. As the devout Jews were regular in pre- 
senting their prayers in the temple, may wo be regular and 
sincere in presenting our supplications before thy throne. May 
wc acquire that regularity in our secret prayers, our domestic 
M^orship, and our public observances, which will attend us to 
the close of life. 

We adore thee, O Jesua, in the miracle performed by tby 
power on the lame man who sat begging at the Beauti/iil gate 
of the temple. Thy power, O Saviour, and thy mercy, are 
still the same. Look with pity on such of us, and on such of 
our congregation, as have appeared regularly in thy temple, 
and yet have not moved one step in the journey to heaven. 
Fulfil in their experience that promise, Tlien shall the lame 
man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall 
sing. 

Give to our dear children and se^^ants grace diligently and 
steadfastly to attend the ministrations of thy sewants, and 
from their lips to hear the Word of life ; then, by thg blessing, 
they shall receive life and strength, and ever manifest them^ 
selves living members of the body of Christ. 

Have mercy on aged saints who are finding their natural 
strength beginning to decay. May their spiritual strengtti be 
daily renewed ; may they run and’ not bo weary, may they* 
walk and not faint. 

Make all of us thankful for the mercies wo have received 
from thy gracious hand. We thank thee, 0 Lord, for tem- 
poral mercies; for giving us, not only the necessaries, but 
many of the comforts of life. Above all, wc praise thee for 
our spiritual blessings, and for Jesus, the chief of all thy bless- 
ings. Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift I 
AV’e thank thee for the mercies of the day. May we be 
preserved this night from all evil, and raised from our beds oa 
the following day to serve and honour thee. We seek a 
gracious answer, mr Jesus our Redeemer’s sake. And to the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost be asoriW the kingdom^ the 
power, and the gloiy, now and for ever. Amen, 


TWEKKdr-SECONl) WlilSK.— WEDNESDAY MOENING. 


. ciob's mxHimiiKsse in Hii pEOHias* 

Wantfidh Mim* FvlUtL c . m . 

1 jDEGIK, lily tongue, 4 omo heavenly thomo, 
m ^ And spe^ wme boundless thing, 

The mighty works, or mightier name 
Of our eternal King. 

2 Tell of his wondrous fhithfulness, 

And sound his power abroad, 

Sing the sweet promise of his grace. 

And the performing God. 

8 Proclaim solvation Trora the Lord 
For wretched dying men ; 

His hand has writ the sacred word 
With an immortal pen. Watto, 6.o, U. 11. 


JOSHUA XXIII. 

Jodvm*9 Exhm'tation hefart hU Death, 

A ND it came to pass a long time after that the Loud had 
spveh rest unto Israel from all their enemies round about, 
that Joshua waxed old and stricken in age. 

2 And Joshua called for all Israel, and for their elders, and 
for their heads, and for their judges, and for their otiicers, and 
said unto them, I am old and stricken in age : 

8 And ye have seen all that the Loud your God hath done 
imto all these nations because of you ; for the Loud your God 
i$ he that hath fought for you. 

4 Behold, I have divided unto you by lot these nations that 
remain, to be an inlieritanee for your tribes, from Jordan, 
with all the nations that I have cut off, even unto the great 
sea westward. 

6 And the Lord your God, he shall exj^el them from before 
you, and drive them from out of your sight; and ye shall pos- 
sess their land, as the Loud your God hath promised unto you. 

6 Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to do all 
that is written in the book of the law of Moses, that ye tui’n 
not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the left ; 

7 That ye come not among these nations, these that remain 
among you ; neither make mention of the name of their gods, 
nor cause to swear by them, neither serve them, nor bow your- 
selves unto them : 

8 But cleave unto the Loud your God, as ye have done 
unto this day. 

9 For the Lord hath driven out from before you great | 
nations and strong : but for you, no man hath been able to 
stand before you unto this day. 

10 One man of you shall chase a thousand ; for the Loud 
your God, he it is that fightcth for you, as he hath promised 
you. 

11 Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye love 
the Lord your God. 

12 Else if ye do in any wise go back, and cleave unto the 
remnant of these nations, even these that remain among you, 
and shall make marriages with them, and go in unto them, 
and they to you ; 

18 Know for a certainty that the Lord your God will no 
more drive out any of these nations from before you ; but they 
shall be snares and traps unto you, and scourges in your sides, 
and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from oft* this good 
land which the Lord your God hath given you. 

14 And, behold, this day I am going the way of all the 
earth and yo know in all your hearts and in all your souls, 
that net one thing hath failed of all the good things wlxich 
the Lord your God spake concerning you ; all are come to 
pass unto yoU| and not one thing hath failed thereof. 

16 Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all good tilings 
are come upon you, which the Lord your God promised you ; 
so ''Shall the Ixoan bring you all evil thinp, until he 
have destroyed you from off this good land which the Loud 
your God haUi given you. 


lisFLXOTXOffs vvw Josuux xxxu.-^That is a lovely old ago, and a 
presage of glory, which is preceded by a life of unfeigned pietv, and 
accompanied with great usefulness to the Church of God. Such was 
the iito of Joshua. How affectionately, and suitably, he counselled 
the elders and chief men of Israel, immediately before his death, and 
when about to enter his heavenly home, and receive his groat and 
gracious reward. In this he manifestcd'great zeal for* the glory of 
God, and great concern for the prosperity of Zion. On this solemn 
and interesting occasion, the great captain of Israel reminds us of 
Jesus counselling his disciples, with the greatest tenderness and 
wisdom, before he ascended from Olivet to take possession of his 
heavenly kingdom. Joshua, before ho died, gave a noble testimony 
to the faithfulness of GoJ in the rich frilftlment of all those graat and 
precious promises which liavo animated and enoouragod the hearts 
of believers in their pilgrimage through this vole of tears to their 
heavenly home. 


PRAYER. 

Ti/TOST glorious Jehovah, wc adore thee as the all-seeing 
God. Teach us by thy spirit to take comfort from the 
truth of thine omniscience. May wc rejoice that thou knowest 
our wants. Hast thou not said, O Jesus, for our consolation, 
Your Father knoweth what things ye liavc need of before ye 
ask him ? Mercifully supply all our wants out of thy fulness, 
O Lord. We praise thee, divine Saviour, that thou hast 
taught the doctrine of thy Fathcris omniscience, and employed 
it as an encouragement to thy people to bewai’e of unnecessary 
anxiety. In thy mercy thou hast said, Take no thought, say- 
ing, What shall wo eat? or, What shall wo drink? or, Where- 
witlial shall wo be clothed ? for your heavenly Father knoweth 
that ye have need of tln^sc things. Wc bless thee that, every 
day of our lives, wc have experienced the truth of these 
Divine sayings, and that not one word has failed of all that 
God has spoken to us. 

Wc desire with thankful hearts to present the sacriftoe of 
our gratitude, that thou hast guarded and refreshed us during 
the past night, and that thou hast brought us in safety to the 
beginning of another day. May tliy gracious and paternal 
liand, which defended us when asleep, and which raised us 
from our bed, defend us from the temptations and dan^rs of 
this day, preserve us from falling, and lead us in the diligent 
discharge of all its duties. Bless to us, O Lord, the interest- 
ing account wc have read of the dying sayings of Joshua, the 
leader of thy people Israel. As Israel obtained rest from all 
tlicir enemies, may wc be preserved from all our enemies, and 
particularly from our greatest enemies — the corruptions of our 
own heart. When we have finished the journey of human 
life, may w e obtain rest from all our enemies, in heaven. 

As thou, most gracious God, didst comfort Joshua, when 
he was old and well-stricken in years, may all our aged friends 
enjoy the succours of thy grace in the evening of their days. 
May they look by faitli on Christ, the conqueror of death : 
then they shall see death to be an enemy unstinged, and 
therefore stripped of all his terrors. 

Have mercy on our children ; and as thou gavest to the 
children of Israel an inheritance in the earthly Canaan, O 
give to them and our domestics a blessed inheritance in the 
Canaan which is beyond the stars. 

Give all of us grace to follow the salutary counsel wliich 
Joshua gave to Israel, and take heed unto ourselves, that we 
love the Lord our God. Teach us to take heed to thee, O 
Lord, in thy word, and in thy providence. Above all, let a 
superlative love to thee, the Lord, our God and Father in 
Christ, be formed in our hearts. Preserve us, and particu- 
larly the rising race, from the alluring and corrupted example 
of the wicked, lest they should be scourges in our sides, and 
thorns in our eyes. 

Let our prayers come up before thee with acceptance, through 
the merit and intercession of Jesus Christ our Lord. Ameu# 

801 


cheist’s BtnrreaiNos and triumph. 

[ BwJ^/Uld. WtUicUl New, Ayinhoe, Simon’t. 

I Ti^ AKER and aoveroign Lord 
; Of heaven, and earth, and soaa, 

Thy providence confirms tiij word, 

And answers thy decrees. 

3 The things so long foretold 
By David, are fulfilled ; 

When Jews and Gentiles joined to slay 
Jesus thine only child. 

I 2 Why did tho Gentiles rage ; 

And Jews, with one accord, 

Bend all their counseds to destroy 

Tho anointed of tho Lord ? W-atts, Ps, 2. 

ACTS IV. 

Bohhim of Peter and John, 

T^OW when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 
perceived that they Averc unlearned and ignorant men, 
they marvelled ; and they took knowledge of them, that they 
had been with Jesus. 

14 And beholding the man wliich was healed standing with 
them, they could say nothing against it. 

15 But when they had commanded them to go aside out of 
the council, they conferred among thcnisclvcs, 

16 Saying, What shall wc do to these men? for that indeed 
a notable miracle hatli been done by them is manifest to all 
them that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny iL 

17 But that it spread no furtlicr among the j)eopIe, let us 
Btraitly threaten them, that they speak hcuccfortli to no man 
in this name. 

18 And they called them, and commanded them not to 
speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesua. 

19 But Peter and Jol\u auswerod and said unto them. 
Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you 
more than unto God, judge ye. 

20 For we cannot but speak the things which wc have seen 
and heard. 

21 So when they had further tlircatcucd them, they let them 
go, finding nothing liow they might punisli them, Ijccause of 
the people : for all men glorified God for that which was done. 

22 For the man was above forty years, on whom this 
miracle of healing wbs sliewcd. 

28 And being let go, they went to their own company, and 
reported all that tlic chief priests and ciders had said unto 
them. 

24 And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to 
God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou ari God, which hast 
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is : 

^ 2^ Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why 
did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things ? 

26 The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers w^ere 
gathered together against the Lord, and against liis Christ. 

27 For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, wliom thou 
hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gen- 
tiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, 

28 For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel deter- 
mined before to be done. 

29 And now, Lord, behold their threatenings : and grant 
unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak tliy 
word, 

80 By stretching forth thine hand to heal ; and that signs and 
wondom may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus. 


Rsiwmnmrs upon Aerrs iv. — It is of little consequence to be con- 
sid^ lUitroto or vulgar by carnal men, if we am Christ's scholars, 
and taught Iqr his ^xnt ; for what is the culture of the schools, and 
what aw tho ombeBishments of human literature, whoa oompowa 


with the living, spiritual, and instructing ornaments of grace f By 
our conversation and lives, may it bo our privilege and honour to 
manifest to all around us^ that wo arc Christ's, that Christ is ours, 
that wo are clothed with tho garments of his salvation, and orrayed 
in tho robe of his righteousness. Peculiarly aggravated was the 
wickedness of the Jewish rulers j they acknowledged his powm^, but 
they resisted his grace. They saw undeniable avidiencos of hit 
Messiahship, but rejected and despised him as ^ impostor. UoW 
awful to die under a load of such unpardoned guilt ! Blessed are we, 
if we can say, ** Wo know ho is the Christ, for we have felt in our 
hearts his saving power. 

PBAYEK 

adore thee, O Lord our God, who made heaven and 
earth, and the sea, and all that is therein. We praise 
thee that we are not only taught by thy works to adore thee as 
the God of creation, but also by thy Word to adore thee aa the 
God of redemption. Thou art the omniscient Jehovah, who 
from thy lofty throne in heaven didst behold tho conduct of 
the Jewish and other rulew, in conspiring to take awav the 
life of Christ. As a divine witness thou didst behold the Kings 
standing up, and the rulers gathering themselves against the 
Lord, and against his Christ. For, of a truth, against thy 
holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, 
were gathered together to do wdiatsocver thy hand and thy 
counsel determined before to be done. We adbre thee, O Lord, 
in the righteous vengeance with which thou hast punished 
tlio.se rulers who imbrued their hands in the innocent blood of 
thy wdl-bcloved Son. Sitting in the heavens thou didst laugh 
at them ; thou didst hold them in derision. Thou didst speak 
to them in thy wrath, and hast vexed them in thy sore dis- 
pleasure. Tliou hast broken them with a rod of iron, and thou 
hast dashed ilicm in pieces like a potter's vessel. 

Wc confess, O Lord, our natural aversion to thy child Jesus, 
and our natural unwillingness to be saved by his righteousness. 

W c conftss our natural aveidon to his laws, and the ordinances 
of his gracious appointment. We lay this our sin at thy feet, 
and implore forgiveness. Fill our hearts with a superlative | 
love to Christ, in his person, ordinances, and laws. May each 
one of us be enabled, from tlie heart, to give utterance fo the 
following expressions of love to Jesus : Whom having not seen 
we love ; in whom, though now wc see him not, yet believing, 
wc rejoice wdth joy unspeakable and full of glory. 

Wc ask for ourselves, O Lord, as a family, the unspeakable 
blessings of salvation by Christ, of fcllo\vship with him, and of 
resemblance to him. May the men of the world, may thme 
own people have reason to say respecting us, They have been 
with Jesus. May we be with thee, 0 Jesus, as tny disciples^ 
and may wc learn of thee, who art meek and lowly in heart. 
May we be animated with thy spiifit; and when we speak, our 
words will be the language of piety and love. May we receive 
grace out of the boundless fulness of Christ; then shall our 
actions be a clear illustration of the reality of our faith, and 
of the purifying influence of the Gospel. 

Give our dear children grace and fortitude to take up and 
maintain a Christian profession. In mingling with their youth* 
ful associates, may they neither be qfraid nor ashamed to ieetjfy 
their love to Jesus, and their attachment to his cause. 

In our Christian life, and in the observance of Christian 
ordinances, may we be preserved from the jtear of xftan, which 
bringeth a snare. May we never hearken unto more 
than unto God. Give us wisdom and boldi^ss in q»eak for 
Christ and his cause. May we have such an ^perience of the 
truth, power, and influenoo of the Gospel, as to s^f with the 
apostles, For we cannot but speak the things whhm we have 
•ecu and lieard. Let this grace be given to our yorvanJts, 

Beoeive our«thwks for the mercies of the dgjr, and heW 
protecting God this night, for our deer Bedeeimsf^B 


TWENTY-SBCOND WEEK.— THURSDAY EVENING*. 


ft. M. 


TWaNTY^SBCONI) MOENlNG. 


TAi BAm CBOXCB. 

iMfoftL AhHelfft. a a*. 

X pEOOSB whom ye’ll serve* and choose this day* 

^ IVb time is on the wing; 

And the swift hour is on its way* 

HHiioh will your last one bring. 

2 The Tempter* ever watchful* waits 

To draw your heart away ; 

He lovegthe soul i^t hesitates* 

And makes a long deby. 

3 The wcnld all lovely now appears* 

And pleads with outstretch’d arms ; 

Tut dangerous is the form it wears* 

And mding are its charms. 

i fleeting are all the joys of earth 
And quickly paM away ; 

What should we deem those pleasures worth* 

That will not last a day ? 

5 The Saviour* from his throne above* 

Stoops down and asks your choice ; 

^ ^ ^ Choose him* and through the realms of love* 

Ev’n angeb shall rejoice ! 

0 He speaks* — 0 listen to his voice* 

Obey the heavenly call ; 

This moment make the happy choice* 

And take him for your &lL, j. Tiurpto. 

JOSHUA XXIV. 

Death of JoeJiua. 

A ND the people answered and said* God forbid that we 
should forsiuce the Lord* to serve other gods ; 

19 And Joshua said unto the people* Ye caAnot serve the 
Lord : for he tr an holy God : he is a jealous God ; he will 
not forgive your transgressions nor your sins. 

21 the people said unto Joshua* Nay; but we will 
serve the Lord. 

22 And Joshua said unto the people* Ye are witnesses 
aminst yourselves that ye have chosen you the Lord* to serve 
hun. And they said* We are witnesses. 

28 Now therefore put away, said he, the strange gods which 
are among you, and incline your heart unto the Lord God of 
Israel. 

24 And the people said unto Joshua* The Lord our God 
will we serve* and his voice will wo obey. 

25 So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, 
and set them a statute and an ordinance in Shcchem. 

29 And it came to pass after these things, that Joshua the 
son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died, being an hundred 
and ten years old. 

80 And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in 
Timnath-smrah, which is in mount Ephraim, on the north side 
of the hill of Gaash. 

81 And Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, imd 
all the days of the elders that overlived Joshua, and which 
had known all the works of the Lord, that he h^ done for 
Israel* 

82 And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel 

brought m out of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel 
of grouna which Jacob bought of the sons of Hamor the 
father of Shedbem for an hundred pieces of silver: and it 
beMcame the.inhmtance of the chUdren of Joseph. ^ 

88 And the son of Aaron died ; end they buned 

him inuiM tAai pertained to Phinehas his son, which was 
given him in mount %hraim. 

BmuMUOps nrCB Joshua rxit.-^To forsake God* and abandon his 
servioe* is the Ally* and inflicts upon the soul the greaj^t 

ixyuxy. Aprij^ bvo may we resolve to cleave to God 

as oitr O^ to his laws as ow rule, snd to hb ordinsnom as our 
m m M 0p and ixmsiitiide (Siiml^s obima 


upon us for our love* obedienoe* and worship. He is the fountain 
vmence all our blessings flow ; and* to ennch us with his saving 
goodness* he bid down his precious life. He hath delivered us out 
of the hands of spiritual enemies* far more formidable and powerful 
than the ancient PhUistines and Amorites* and ho has prepared for 
our eternal residence the heavenly Canaan* where wo shdl bo for 
ever beyond the annoyance of all our foes. lake Joshua, may our 
life be useful* and our death blessed ! 

* PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, with profound reverence and humility, 
mingled with love and confidence, we desire to approach 
the gracious throne of thy sacred and Divine Majesty. In the 
language of Joshua* we adore thee as a holy God, and os a 
jealous God. Thou art he who broughtest up thy people from 
the land of Egypt, and from the house of bondage. Thou didst 
work great signs in their sight : thou didst preserve them iu 
all the way wherein they went* and among all the people 
through whom they passed. When they arrived at Canaan, 
thou didst drive out before them all the nations, and gavest 
to the children of Abraham thy servant the promised land. 

As a family we adore thee as the Lord our God. O let each 
of us be brought out of the Egypt of a natural state, from the 
bondage of guilt, and from the ignominy of sin. Display be- 
fore us, and upon us, and by us, the great wonders and signs 
of thy saving grace. Preserve us from the temptations of 
Satan, from the snares of the world, from the plans of wicked 
men, and from the still more dangerous corruptions of our 
own heart, while wo are on our way to heaven. Remove from 
before us all those obstacles which arc ready to impede our 
progress ; and, after all the trials and changes of life are over, 
may we obtain a blessed and triumphant entrance into the 
heavenly Canaan, 

We desire to acknowledge and adore thee as our refuge and 
our strength, by whose kind providence our life has been 
preserved to the present hour, and by whose grace we hope 
to obtain the blessing of life eternal iu the heavens. We 
acknowledge thy gracious and unmerited goodness in preserv- 
ing us during the past night, and in enabling us, with some 
measure of health, strength, and mental tranquillity, to ap- 
proach thy throne, and join in the sacred and honourable 
exercise of presenting our morning sacrifice. May thy blessing 
rest upon us this day. May we enjoy it in our various employ- 
ments, and remember that all our efforts to advance our 
temporal interests will avail nothing without thy blessing. 
May we enjoy thy blessing when our temporal plans are dis- 
appointed. Though temporal hopes disappear like a cloud, 
may we have the blessing of our God and Saviour, which no 
vicissitude can disturb, and which no enemy can take away. 

Suffer us not to forsake thee, O Lord. May the following 
threatening, which thy servant Joshua delivered to Israel, prove 
to us a salutary warning ; If ye forsake the Lord, then he will 
turn and do you hurt, and consume you. Holy Spirit, prevent 
us from forsaking our God and Saviour. 

0 impress upon the tender minds of our dear children the 
inconceivable misery of those who forsake thee. Thou hast 
said that those who forsake thee thou wilt cast off for ever . 

Enable us, O Lord our God, to enter into covenant with 
thee. May we as individuals, and as a family, solemnly sur- 
render ourselves, soul and body, to the honour and service ol 
our God. Relying alone upon the promised grace of Christ, 
we would now say, in the presence of an omniscient God* The 
Lord our God will wc serve* and his voice will we obey. 

As Joshua lived, may we live* serving the Lord fully ; as 
Joshua died may we die, and receive the righteous crown. 

These our prayers we offer up in the name of Jesus, to 
whom, with the iWher and Holy Ghost, we would ascribe the 
ki^dom^'the power, and the glory, world without end. Amen* 
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TWENT Y-SECOND WEEK.— FRIDAY EVENINO. 


as. 




TWTH AMD FALSEHOOD. 

KtrwM Tivtrifm, 

I T ET tko®e who bewr the Chnstian name 
Their holy rows ftil£^ : 

The taints, the followers of the Lamb, 

Are men of honour still. 

*i True to the solemn oath they W^e, , . . 

Though to their hart they swear: « ' * ^ 

Constant and just to nll thoy^^ak. 

For Cod andranj^ hear. 

3 Still witU.tboir lipi ihflip' ^ agt^ 

FTor flettc^ff ^ 

They know the God' of truwi jcen* lie© .> v* 

Through every fdW dieguiso. „ r 

wAns, JS* h 

AGTS.'IVv'.' ^ 

i<D when they had prAyed, th^, jdaqe was . sl^n,.we«« 

- — they were assemblcid . together ; and they 
with the Holy Ghost/ai^ ^hey spake the word of witii 
boldness. . ; . ^ ' * 

83 And the multitude^of rthem that believed were of one 
heairt and of one soul : neither si^id any oif ih€7n that ou^t of 
the things which he possessed vaa his own ;; but thfsy.^had ojl 
things common. ^ , > v' 

38 And with great power, gave the apostles witness of tag' 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus : and. great grace was upcm 

them all. <1 i* 

34 Neither was there any Among that lacked : for, as 
many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and ^ 
brought the prices of the things th^ were sold, 

85 And laid them down at the apostles* feet ; and distribu- 
tion was made unto every man according as he had need. 

86 And Joses, who by the aj^tles was surhamed Barhahas, 

(which is, being interpreted, Ine son of coascxliiiion,) aJ^vit^ 
and of the country of Cyprus, . \ K . - 

87 Having land, sold it, 00 ^ birDi]^ht the moneys 

at the apostles* feet. :* . . : 

ACTS V. , ’ ^ ^ 

Anamaa and Sapptiim airwit dtad. < * 

B ut a certain man named Anan^, with Sapptiira hiii wife; 
sold a possession. , - 

2 And kept back part of Ac .price, -hU ^wife isds^ bdlftf 
privy to it, and brought a certain patt,«fi3 kid it M the 
apostles’ feet. ^ 1 .. . 

8 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath' ^atai^ ^dd thin^ 
heart to lie to the Holy Ghos^ ind to kbop baeW ^ the 
price of the land ? > . 

4 Whiles it remained, was thin^ own? Wnd -'liller 
was sold, was it not in thine owA- power? ‘V^y-bitet'tbOu ' con- 
ceived this thing in thine heart*7 thou ha^ not Ited rmto 
but unto God. ‘ 

5 And Ananias hearing these WO^^eB downi^ awd'gwre ^ 
the ghost : and great fear came on idl Giemf that heiki- these 
things.^ ' ^ 

6 And the young mm aroee, Wound him upi-imd c i wiod 
Atm out, and buried Aem. ^ ^ 

7 And it was about the.e]^aoe:<tfthr^;hc^'^^t^^ 
wife, not knowing ‘ * - 

8 And Peter answered .1^, %11- foe 
the land for so much ? Arid she 'said, Y^, for so’^muciSi.' " 

9 Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed 
together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of 
them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and 
sliall cmrxy thee out. 

10 Thm Mi the down straightway at hit foet, and yielded 
up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found her 
dead, and, carrying" fier forth, buried Aet* by her husband, 
see 


11 And great fear came upon all the churchy and upon a 
many as heard these things. 




ItertKoxioif. uroK Aot. it., r.-The «pmt o£ p»T«r w 8 ^ ‘ 
the Spirit. The holy cKirowe of prayor M Mxmmiei by Jt 
fluent of the ^ tto Ff S^of 

4 esbent. of the yoxoe of . 0 ^^ ^ bo 

many are 'fi^ea:» tite:WT^^ pow / 

anaw'tb prayhr'foblMli,'Jmni 8 n oonlde|«ie.^if^ra, and aonls le 
to bxiild th^ hohei pjr'thrirt 
Irf answer to tfi^’&ytOf 

and make it h maghifloeht and of heaven. Ho 

deplorable the depth. Ojf .^hM t llSs 
thought, to die in .the^e^ 
thought, to be ushered>ihto to 
of on heort-BOorch&g Cpd,* a _ , 
stand in awe of God/i ah^siir notJ ’. r* 

\ •r':' f 



Sfeart-rendin 
! Heart-rondin 
into the presenc 
k hand ! 0 let i 




reason have 

I’ Trhen ■we-.nbnsidOT — - 

nature, by -.Ttthitsh llihph'^ 

exalte'd and riwfec^of 
have !W to Inessnadiadore^^^ 
creation ' aitd‘ ;^oy 
richer disSlaj* of , , _ 

love^ ^erhnifhtneM 

^*|d^at^.ikhee‘ foi^ , , 
falleh upon ha, "and arouffid^wj -p_ 
fed us upon the liyehd ‘of 'scSSfgft^^ 
delicious 

aU'thy blessiUp, O'j^vh uS w . 

IiorAMTS^waht hdarte vagr 

. . tHus • may we lie % 

ou^i'Opit 

eouBi^ is ;0OT gloior '^d 
‘tion oUrtncli tnBgmiinije. , 


% 'prb :_ , _ 
joU; each oitli 


varioua 


Lord our Gkx 
lences of th. 
^or to the moj 
EV And what reaso 
_ manifested i 
those infinite] 
the Son of th 
^jBxpr^ im^e c 

Iness which ha 
Iju mightest hav 
^^^pist given us tl 
In addition t 
^ jia gratefiil heart 
i;)^^e c£ thy mercie 

_ ig in thee' 
jwhen retiring t 
^ Ihll assurance c 
,fjne robe of riglr 
);.fl|^!^ngs of sidv 

i;aud more. Ma 
is no longer loo. 
Lt Saviour, an 



wcre:travellmg td tf ^Srerent -h^OT^, the lovely spin. 

, , ^ the early 


which' .prevaded am^f the early were now mor 

ext^xejly' prevent Ani*»f people in Ihei 

dayA througiMmt' lhe C3iri«tian;XW>Mi, / • ' 

Tehbh ns ,;0 Ifo^'to 8 diaSrb ;thfi'«a^ietep^ spirit of earl 
Chri»!iii^''«»^,^wapt rehi^^ ttieir valnabl 

po(«^biwi*.^''«»tati^- vhi^ of the Churc 

require^ such ‘4 .fMritice. Eo'^Cpor, who b^m 

poor fdr/4U,>j^^^dd fdr ns, wei 9 ^bew««e' 4 n linhahitant in ^ 
grave fouf ns, mahe ns, we beseech. tlu^MUing to part wit 
pr9ncr^„j^Qzi^heal&, 9t^.evei^<^ii|i||^ diouldst requir 
sncAasiwnldcq for tbfi hbno^ interns 

thy .OoBpel, .4^ the. wosnunl^-diL thy luinaSkiBi. 

our dear we hav 

mm'- </ ^ Baj^Ura, fc 

It/aiff unto ike Holy (rkuC Cwame them ^ the set/ of th 
ein: open their eyes to see the-alarmi^ eonteyueneee of our 
euing this practice ; ^nd on all oceariont may they ipeak tt 
truM, 00 in the preeenee of ajaet and holy Chd., 

Xiet great grace be- upott ns alL May thy grene Yeet oe 
when askep and awake, in Mfe and in death. 

Gmokw^ anawer theee bur snpplieatisBa, Ibr our Dirie 
B.edeemer*B sake. Antea. 




WMK.--«A,TUia>AY MOENINa. 


1 


ODD SXAliTXB ABOVS TMAltM, 
Chmit^4 Admk^etHm* Mh/iidk OML 
C^TKBJMTAL Power ! wheel) high abode 
Beooiiiei thegreBdeurotaOod; 
Infinite lengthe bi^d the boimds 
'Where eteim melve their little xounde. 

2 The loweit step archmd thy seat 
lUaes too high for Oabriol's feet; 

2a TsSa the tall archangel tries 

To reach thine height with wondering eyes. 

3 Lord, what shall earth and ashes do ? 

We would adore our maker too ; 

From sin and dust to thee we ory, 

The Great, the Holy, and the High ! 


t. 


Watib. 


JUDGES IV. 

* ^ JMdrah^ Ba/takf and Jad, 

A ND the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of 
the lionn, when Ehud was dead. 

2 And the LpEO sold them into the hand of Jabin king of 
Canaan^ that reigned in Hazor j the captain of whose host was 
Sisera, which dwelt in Harosheth of the Gentiles. 

8 And the children of Israel cried unto the Lord : for he 
had nine hundred chariots of iron; and twenty yeaie he 
mightily oppressed the children of Israel. 

4 And 'Deborah^ a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she 
judged Israel at that time. 

6 And she dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah between 
Eamah and Beth<-el in mount Ephraim : and the children of 
Israel came up to her for judgment. 

10 And Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh ; and 
he went up with ten thousand men at his feet : and Deborah 
went up with him. 

11 Now Heber the Kenite, which was of the children of 
Hobab, the father in law of Moses, had severed himself from 
the Kenites, and pitched his tent unto the plain of Zaanaim, 
which is by Kedesh. 

12 And they shewed Sisera that Barak the son of Abinoam 
wai gone up to mount Tabor. 

18 And Sisera gathered together all his chariots, even nine 
hundred oliariots of iron, and all the people that were with 
him, from Harosheth of the Gentiles unto the river of Kislioii. 

14 And Deborah said unto Barak, Up ; for this is the da/y 
*in which. the Lord hath delivered Sisera into thine hand: is 

not the Lord gone out before thee ? So Barak went down 
from mount Tabor, and ten thousand men after him. 

15 And the Lord discomfited Sisera, and all his chariots, and 
all his host, with the edge of the sword, before Barak ; so that 
Sisera lighted down off his chariot, and fled away on his feet. 

16 But Barak pursued after the chariots, and after the host, 
luito Harosheth of the Gentiles ; and all the host of Sisera fell 
upon the edge of sword ; and there was not a man left. 

17 Howbeit, Sisera fled away on his feet to the tent of Jael 
the wife of Heber the Kenite ; for ^here was peace between 
Jabin the king of Hassor and the house of Heber the Kenite. 

18 And Jael'-went out to meet Sisera, and said unto him, 
Turn in, my lord, turn in to me ; fear not. And when he had 
turned ki Bnito her into the tent, she covered him with a mantle. 

10 AM hp said, unto her. Give me, I pray thee, a little 
water to d rMf j to X am thirsty. And she opened a bottle 
of milk, affkd lolye him drink, and covered him. 

20 Agkiri w said unto her, Stand in the door of the tent ; 
and it shall be, whpu any man doth oome and enquire of thee, 
and say, la there any man here? that thou sbolt No. 

21 ^ 10 X 1 JiMli Heberis wife took a nail of the to^t, and took 
an harnmeir in her hand, and went softly unto himi end smote 
the toil into his temples^ and tokened it into the ground ; for 
he was fast a4eep and weary« So be died. 


BjoiRcenosB vrov Judges rv.— Israel were determined on siunmff 
and were therefore detertoined upon their ruin. They flod from 
God’s service, and forfeited all claims tipon his mercy an(l protection 
Still, God manifested the gr^tness of his condescension, in pro^ 
viding for them deliverers when in the greatest danger, and plaeed 
on pinnacles of the greatest peril. The enemies of God often think 
they are enjoying the greatest security while on tho very brink of 
destruction. Sisera, who had been Israers terror, said within him- 
self in Jael’s tent, Peace, peace,” but sudden destruction camo 
upon him, ”like pain on a woman in travail.” Truly, the wages 
ox sin is death.” 

PEAYER. 

adore thee, O Lord our God, as the protector and the 
deliverer of thy people. Thy core toward them is not 
only the care of a God, but the care of a Father. As a Father 
pitieth his children, so thou the Lord pitiest them who fear 
thee. We thank thee for what we have now read of the great 
deliverance thou didst accomplish in behalf of thy people 
Israel by means of Deborah and Jael. We adore thy power 
in effecting so great a deliverance by means so weak. May 
this encourage the meanest and the weakest of thy people to 
diligence in thy cause, seeing that the blessing is not by might 
or by power, but only by tby spirit. 

When we remember the deliverance thou hast wrought for 
thy Church, and the deliverances thou hast wrought for us, we 
would take up the language of thanksgiving and praise : Thou 
art our rock, and our fortress, and our deliverance. Blessed 
be our rock, and exalted be the God of our salvation. Thou 
hast saved us from oUr enemies, and put them to shame wto 
hated us. Therefore in thee will we boast all the day long, 
and praise thy name for ever and ever. 

We have now read that Israel did evil in thy sight, 0 Lord, 
immediately after the death of a powerful enemy. Alas, how 
often have we, as a family and as individuals, done evil in thy 
sight, after special mercies and great deliverances ! We can- 
not even cease from adding sin to sin. When thy mercies 
loudly called for diligence in thy service, we have sunk into 
negligence and indifference. When thy cause required us to 
make some sacrifice of our substance to thy service, alas, we 
have been guilty in keeping back what was not ours, but 
thine. 

May our dear children be ejected with the thought^ that .alt 
the evil they do and the sins they commit are in the sight of aH 
all-seeing God. May these words attend them and our domes- 
tics all their days : Thou God seesl me. 

Lord, give us thy spirit, that we may resemble those dis- 
tinguished individuds of whom we have now read in zeal for 
thy glory, and concern for the defence of thy Church. Let 
us not be so occupied with our own persond and tempord 
business, as neither to feel concern nor find time to be em- 
ployed in the cause of Christ and the objects of eternity. We 
would mourn over our cold indifference, and that, in the 
review of our past life, we see so little we have done for Christ 
and the interests of the souls of men. 

We thank thee, gracious Father, for dl the continued mer- 
cies of the past week. May the events which have passed 
over our heads be attended with thy blessing. O let an act 
of pardon be passed on all our sins I Let not the catdogue 
of our sins appear against us at death in lengthened arraj^. 
As a thick cloud may they be blotted out; O may they be 
blotted out for ever I 

We thank our God that, under the shadow of thy wings, we 
have passed the night in peace and safety. And we rejoice 
that we are now assembled before thee, to supplicate a con- 
tinuance bf thy loving-kindness and tender mercies. 

Graciously listen to our prayers, for Jesus’ sake, thy Son 
and our Surety. Amen, 


«0t 


and 


TWENTY-SECOND WEEK.— SATURDAY BVJNJNG. 


SPHIBAD OP THS 008PEL. 

Alfred, iVcie Bnglmd. BrcmctKUe, QUmuier, u M. 

1 ‘pXERT thy power; thy rights maintain, 

" Insulted, orerlasting King ! 

The influence of thy crown increase, 

And strangers to thy footstool bring. 

2 We long to see that happy time, 

That dear, expected, bliswul day. 

When countless myriads of our race 
The second Adam shall obey. 

3 Thy prophecies must bo fulfilled, 

I’hough earth and hell should dare oppose* ; 

The stone cut from the mountain's side. 

Though unobserved, to empire grows. Voiis. 

ACTS V. 

Boldnm of (ht Apostles. 

\ ND by the liands of tlic apostles were many signs and 
^ wonders wrought among the people ; (and they were all 
with one accord in Solomon’s porch. 

13 And of the rest durst no man join himself to them : but 
the people magnified them. 

14 And believers were the more added to the Lord, multi- 
tudes both of men and women.) 

15 Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the 
streets, and laid them on beds aud couches, that at the least the 
shadow of Peter passing by miglit overshadow some of them. 

IG There came also a multitude out of the cities round about 
unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them which were vexed 
with unclean spirits : and they were healed every one. 

17 Then the high priest rase up, and all they that were 
with him (which is the sect of the Sadducees), and were filled 
with indignation, 

18 And laid their hands on the apostles, and put them in 
the common prison. 

19 But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison 
doors, and brought them forth, and said, 

20 Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the 

words of this life. ^ 

21 And when they heard that, they entered into the temple 
early in the morning, and taught. But the high priest came, 
and wi6y that were witli him, and called the council together 
and all the senate of the children of Israel, and sent to the 
prison to have them brought. 

22 Hut when the officers came, and found them not in the 
prison, they returned, and told, 

23 Saying, The prison truly found we shut with all safety, 
and the keepers standing without before the doors ; but when 
we had opened, we found no man within. 

^ Now when the high priest and the captain of the temple 
md the chief priests heard these things, they doubted of 
them whercunto this would grow, 

25 Tlien came one and told them, saying. Behold, the men 
whom ye put in prison are standing in the temple, and teach- 
mg the people. 

2G Then went the captain with the officers, and brought 
them without violence: for they feared the people, lest tLv 
should have been stoned. ^ ' 

brought them, they set t/um before 
^ priest asked them, 

28 Saying, Did not we straiUy command you that ye 
should not teach in this name ? and, behold, ye have filled 

“tend to briJg this man's 

nrf « answered and raid. 

We ought to obey God rather than men. 

RmioTiojrs vfojx Am r.— It is only when the TTa7v 
C ompaq the labours of ministers with L powSol MuSl t£t 


they are made blessingB to the souls of mem Then what holy anltj 
prevails, what spiritual maladies are healed, and what abundant con- 
solation is oommunioated ! When numbers are added to the Ohuieh, 
when Zion is enlarged, when she is stretohing ,.forth on the right 
hand )uid on the loft, there is even an inoioase of ioy among the 
angels of heaven, and thero is a blessed addition to tiie melody and 
the rapture of their songs. How vain it is in men-^-and how hoj)o- 
less ! — to oppose the progress of the Gk)fipel, and the enlargement of 
Christ’s kingdom. Mis truth must prev^, and his kingdom endure 
for ever. 


PRAYER. 

^ LORD, thou art the living God, and, we rgoice, we are 
^ the living to praise thee as the Lorid our God. While 
many have finished their mortal course aince this week began^ 
and have not been spared to see its close, thou hast graciously 
lengthened out our days, and, in thy great kindness, thou art 
allowing us to assemble around thy throne, to taste the plea- 
sures of religion, to seek the blessings of ssdvation, and to 
anticipate the joys of heaven. 

We are drawing near thy blessed, hallowed day, when the 
gospel trumpet shall sound from shore to ahore. 0 may it 
gladden the hearts of thousands, and may great numbers be 
added to thy Church I As it was in the days of the apostles, 
may multitudes be added to the Lord, both of men and 
women. Paul may plant, and Apollos may water, but thou, 
O Lord, alone caust give the increase. 

May our relatives and aged friends who are members of thy 
Church flourish like the palm-tree, and grow like a cedar in 
Lebanon. May their life and example and consistency and 
happiness show to others the blessed reality of the Christian 
faith, and be instrumental in persuading many to taste and 
see that God is good. 

We thank God for those promises which respect the future 
glory, increase, and prosperity of the Church of Christ. May 
we livc,»0 Lord, to see the accomplishment of that promise. 
There shall be an handful of com in the earth, upon the top 
of the mountains ; the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon ; 
and they of the city shall flourish like the grass of the field. 
May many be taken from our rulers and our merchants, and 
become the humble followers of Jesus, and useful, devoted 
members of the household of faith. 

We rejoice, O Lord, in those miracles which confirmed the 
truth of the Christian faith. Though the penod is now past 
when the power of the Gospel is manifested by the perform- 
ance of miracles on the bodies of men, we praise thee that the 
time is not past for the performance of miracles of grace upon 
the souls of men. May all our graceless relatives be per- 
suaded to hear the everlasting Gospel ; and, when they hear 
it, may the power of the Holy Spirit apply it efiectually to 
their hearts, by which a regenerating change shall be acoom- 
phshed upon them, and the soul, which resembles the brier 
shall become verdant and beautiful as the myrtle. * 

Zord grant that all our children matf soon expentnee 
the mvmg power of the Gospel qf Jem, Map theOomL 
which *9 the rod of the Saviour^s strength^ be insirumentmin 
accommtshtng spiritual wondere in mem^ more astani^injn 
than the wonders accomplished in Egypt bp the rod qf Moeee. 

U Lord, as the prison doors were opened, and the apostles 
miraculously set free, may the prison doors of a natuwirSate 
he opened on the approaching day, aud may many spiritual 
captives be set free. May many he seized .by a smsrid sur- 

C , ever they are aware, find themaelvea the free* 

subiects of the God of salvation. 

Lord, hear our prayers, and forgive ow ao^ thilongh the 
atone^t a^ mediatiim of Jesus Christ. Aad my the 
g»o^ our Lord Jesus Christ be with «s, and all the 
of God, for over and ever. Amen. «»««« 


ooD MAiiiNo •sm nvmm bv mn people. 

/6(lj«ldk imdhw* Be^dfor, c. m. 

1 TIT moroiag light Til seek his face, 

" Atjiooti repeat ttiy cry; 

tfhe night shell hear me ask his groco^ 

Nor *will he Ibng deny. 

, 2 God shsU preserve my soul i^m fear, 

Or shield me when afraid ; 

Ten thousand angels must appear, 

. ^ If he command their aid. 

^ 3 I cast my burdens on the Lord, 

The Iiord sustains them all ; 

My courage rests upon his word, 

That saints shall never fall. 

Watts, Pg , 55 . 

PSALM LV. 

The DeoeUfvl Friend* 

it was not an enemy that reproached me ; then 1 could 
have, borne it ; neither was it he that hated me that did 
magni^ against me; then 1 would have hid myself 

from huni 

181 But it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and mine 
acquaintance. 

14 We took sweet counsel together, and walked unto the 
house of God in company. 

15 Let death seize upon them, and let them go down quick 
into hell: for wickedness is in their dwellings, and among 
them. 

16 As for me, I will call upon God ; and the Loud shall 
save me. 

17 Evening, and morning, auei at noon, will I pray, and cry 
aloud : and he shall hear my voice. 

18 He hath delivered my soul in peace from the battle that 
Wd^s against me ; for there were many with me, 

19 God shall hear, and alHiet them, even he that ahideth of 
old. Selah. Because they have no changes, therefore they 
fear not God. 

20 He hath put forth his hands against such as be at peace 
with him : he hath broken his covenant. 

21 The words of liis mouth were smoother than butter, but 
war was in his heart : his words were softer than oil, yet were 
they drawn swords. 

22 Cast thv burden upon the Loud, and he shall sustain 
tlieo : lie shall never suftcr the righteous to be moved. 

28 But thou^ O God, shalt bring them down into the pit of 
destruction : bloody and deceitful men shall not live out half 
their days ; but I will trust in thee. 

PSALM. LVI 

VioUml Enemiee, 

TIE merciful unto me, O God : for man would swallow me 
up ; he fighting daily oppresseth me. 

2 Mine enemies would daily swallow me up : for they be 
many that fij^ht against me, O thou most high. 

8 What tune I am afraid, I will trust iu thee. 

4 In God I will praise his word, in God I have put my 
trust; I mil not fear what flesh can do unto me. 

5 Every day they wrest my words : all their thoughts are' 
against me for evil. 

6 ThW gtdher themselves together, they hide themselves, 
they mam my steps, when they wait for my soul. 

7 Shali^ey escape by iniquity? in thine anger cast down 
the people, O Gbd* 

Bunocscfoirs uroir Psisic lv., xvi. — Our Saviour suffered in every 
&r%andhissaffbrmgs weiuc^ He was severdy tried 

by ihetfesdbeiy iff insaa; Imi Imi mt iio trmoh^ 


BO base, as the treachery (^JTudas: it was a dart whose poison drunk 
up his q[»irii Greatly did David feel the treachery of Ahithophel; 
but infinitely mo^ did our Saviour feel the treachery of ludaa. This 
formed a portiofi of our Saviour’s suffering, and in this respect it 
was necessary that the ^^ Oaptain of our salvation should bo made 
l>erfect though suffering.” Let it be our constant daily prayer that 
wo may bo faithfrd to Christ, whoso faithfulness to our cause led him 
most willingly to lay down his life for us, and without whioh otomal 
death must have boon our dreadful doom. When our mortal life comes 
to a close, may our holy surviving relatives have reason to say re- 
specting us, ‘^They were faithful unto death!” If God is ours, 
wo have no reason to be afraid of our enemies, however numerous, 
however mighty. In Christ’s bosom we are perfectly secure, for 
over safe. 

PRAYER. 

T^E desire, 0 Lord our God, with the voice of adoration 

y and praise to approach thy sacred throne. Thou hast 
said for the encouragement of all families who call on thy 
name, Whoso offercth praise, glorifieth me. Holy Spirit, 
teach us to sing forth the honour of the name of our’ God, 
and to make his praise glorious. May that day soon arrive, 
through the instrumentality of a preached Gospel, when all 
the earth shall sing to thy holy name. 

O let the following promise he fulfilled in us as a family, iu 
the congregation with which we arc associated, and in the 
laud and nation to which we belong — in our rulers, and in the 
whole body of the people : I will cleanse them from all their 
iniquity, and will pardon all their iniquities whereby they have 
sinned, and whereby they have transgressed against me : and 
it shall be to me for a name of joy and praise, and an honour 
before all nations of the earth. 

We would enter upon the duties and ordinances of the day 
distrustful of ourselves, but confidently relying on the arm of 
thine omnipotent grace. We have the near prospect of enjoy- 
ing valuable opportunities of receiving wisdom and grace and 
lielp and consolation. God forbid that we should either despise, 
neglect, or undervalue those precious privileges. Teach us the 
worth of our souls ; then shall we value those means thou hast 
appointed for their salvation. Now we would thank thee for 
the sanctuary, the place where thine honour dwelleth. We 
thank thee for thy ministering servants, and pray that in an 
eminent degree thou wouldst put the heavenly treasures into 
the earthly vessels. We thank thee for the communion of the 
saints, and that we arc allowed to enjoy fellowship with thy 
sous and daughters, with whom we pray to be associated for 
ever in the heavenly state. 

May many receive by means of a preached Gospel the spirit 
of prayer, and with David resolve, As for me, I will call upon 
God ; and the Lord shall save me. Evening, and morning, 
and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud : and he shall hear my 
voice. 

We pray not that thou wouldst give our children earthly 
rickesy but we earnestly supplicate our God that thou wouldst 
give them a spirit of ^race and supplication. And may our 
servants be rich in fmth and heirs of the heavenly kingdom. 

May thousands derive great comfort tliis day from a preached 
Gospel. Such as enter thy courts borne down with heavy bur- 
dens, teach them, encourage them, to east their burdens over 
on the Lord, and ho will sustain them. Suffer us not to carry 
our burdens in our own strength. Whatever time wc are 
afraid, may wc trust in thee. When corruptions strive for the 
mast^, and when the billows of aflliction roll high, we would 
trust in thee. 

Graciously assist our pastor, and all thy messengers, in 
proclaiming salvption through our Saviour’s blood. 

Mercifully he^ our prayers, for Jesus’ sake, our only Advo- 
cate and Saviour. Amen. 

Our Father whidh art in heaven, 


TWBNTY-THIBD WIEK^— SABBATH BVBNINtt. 


OOB’s €AEB of H18 PBOFLB. 

Otford. ffudckr^ld. C. k. 

1 OD oouatB the sorrows of his saints, 

Their groans affoct his ears ; 

Thou hast a book for my complaints, 

A bottle for my tears. 

2 When to thy throne I raise my cry, 

The wicked fear and flee ; 

So swift is prayer to reach the sky, 

Bo near is God to me. 

3 In thee, most holy, just, and true, 

I hare reposed my trust ; 

Nor will I fear what man can do. 

The offspring of the dust. 

4 Thy solemn vows are on me, Lord, 

Thou sholt receive my praise ; 
ril sing, How faithful is thy word ! 

How righteous all thy ways ! Watts, Ps. 56, 

PSALM LVI. 

Ood't Cart of hit People, ^ 

T hou tellest my wanderings : put thou my tears into thy 
bottle : are they not in tliy book? 

' 9 When I cry unto thee, then shall mine enemies turn back : 
this I know ; for God ia for me. 

10 In God will I praise ?iis word : in the Lord will I praise 

his word. , ^ i , x 

11 In God have I put my trust : I will not be afraid what 

man can do unto me. 

12 Thy vows are upon me, O God : I will render praises 
unto thee. 

18 For thou hast delivered my soul from death : tvilt not 
thou deliver my feet from falling, that I may walk before God 
in the light of the living? 

PSALM LVII. 

Tlu Ptalmist hetaJeing himtelf to Ood, 

B e merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me : for my 
soul trusteth in thee : yea, in the shadow of thy wings 
will I make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast. 

2 I will cry unto God most high; unto God that per- 
formetli all things for me. 

8 He shall send from heaven, and save me from the re- 
proach of him that would swallow me up. Sclah. God shall 
send forth his mercy and his truth. 

4 My soul is among lions : and I lie even among them that 
are set on fire, even the sons of men, whose teeth are spears 
and arrows, and their tongue a sharp sword. 

6 Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens ; let thy glory 
he above all the earth. 

6 They have prepared a net for my steps; my soul is 
bowed down; they have digged a pit before me, into the 
midst whereof they arc fallen themselves, Selah, 

7 My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed : I will sing 
and give praise. 

8 Awake up, my glory ; awake, psaltery and harp ; I myself 
will awake early. 

9 I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people ; I will sing 
unto thee among the nations. 

10 For th]^ mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy truth 
unto the clouds. 

II Be thou exalted, O Gh)d, above the heavens: let thy 
glory be above all the earth. 

JtsnsoTioirs yrorr Ps^k lti., lvu. — ^N ever did ear&ly parent 
take so de^ an interest in his children, as Jesus, the loving Saviour, 
takes in his people* He never for one moment withdraws his watch* 
fill eye ttara them ; in all their wanderings throa|^ the deoert of 
human lifb he provides for all their wants, ^ aotuaSy prevcjlQits them 
with his goodness, surprises them with uttovyKrted mmies, and 
810 


Byrnpathise* with them in «U their 8fflioti«aM. Wttii a Sar^, 
what a iWend ia Jeaua! It is intereating to aefe iho ohiokem 
gathered imdAr the mother’s comforting and protecting wings; but 
ft ia infinitely more interesting to see believem hiding themselves 
under the wings of God’s glorious perfisotiotis, and enjoying the 
delightful protection of the wide spreading wings of the nghtoo^ 
ness and intercession of Clirist. Strong and Ann is the hold triuch 
faith takes of God, as the God of salvation. There, may our hearts 
be fixed I Amen. 

PRAYEB. 

I N the name of our Intercessor, Jesus Christ, we desire with 
reverence and confidence to approach the gracious presence 
of our God. We will cry unto God most high ; unto God 
that performeth all things for us. Be thou exalted, O God, 
above the heavens ; let thy glory be above fdl the earth. We 
desire, O Lord, to praise thee among the people ; we will s^ 
nnto thee among the nations. What reason have we to praise 
thee that tby mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy truth 
unto the clouds ! 

We bless thee that vast multitudes have heard this day of 
thy mercy ; and we desire to trust that many have experienced 
joy unspeakable, while bearing the proclamations, of tby xneroy* 
May those who have heard of tby mercy flowing to simul main 
through the channel of a Savionris righteousness feel thy sav- 
ing mercy, sing to thy mercy on earth, and shout the triumphs 
of thy mercy for ever in heaven. We thank thee for what we 
have heard of thy mercy, and pray that all of us may be 
enriched out of the treasury of thy mercy, and drink of the 
rivers of thy pleasure for ever and ever. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for that paternal compassion tJiOtt 
dost constantly manifest to all thy people. Thine eye doth 
follow them in all their wanderings, and thou puttest into thy 
bottle all their tears. May our hearts be comforted by the 
conviction that thou knowest all our afflictions, and that thou 
art ever near to give us the consolations of thy salvation. 
Lord, deliver us from our spiritual enemies, and may we be 
convinced that the most effectual way of being delivered from 
their craft and their power is by betaking ourselves to earnest 
and believing prayer. 

Have mercy on such of us as have commemorated the death 
of Christ by sitting at his table tliis day, or on former days t 
may we remember that thy vows are upon us ; and may we 
render praises unto thee. As we have vowed to the Lcnrd, may 
we never go back. 

Have mercy on our dear children, Qive them thy gruetf 
that in thy due time they may appdar at the sacrammdal 
table,, and publicly testify they are the disciples of the huely 
Jesus, May our servants through life show that they -are 
saved by the death of Christ, 

Lord,* preserve all of us, and particularly such as have ap- 
peared at thy table, from falling into the commission of sin, and 
thus bringing a reproach on the Christian name. O deliver Our 
feet from falling, that we may walk before God in the land of 
the living. Be merciful unto us, O God, he merciful unto us^ for 
we desire to trust in thee. O teach us %mid all the 
of life to moke our refuge under the shadow of thy wings. 

May ^ed pilgrims travelling to the Zion above enjoy sweet 
consolation, reposing under the protecting and comforting 
shadow of the wings of thy gracious power* 

. We thank thee for the assistance granted to Our beloved 
! minister this day. Through his instrumentality knay the 
I hearts of many be fixed on G^ ; may they sing and praisC. 
In our own behalf, and in behalf of all our wlovod relatives. 


we imulore rest and safety this night. May we aU meet in the 
blessed resting-place beyond the grave, for ever to live in the 
of the Father, Son, end Spirit. Hev m for Jeaw 
our Beoeemer’a eohe. Amen. 

Our Father whiifo wt in ka. 




VQE CHKItT« 

jiMkdmiaidd, m^ At iUk m i^ Mt^tkk uil 

1 TIISSX meai who itretoh thoir willing handi 
^ j^bmiaaire to tbotr Loud’s oommandsi 
And Yield thfdr lib^ and breath 
¥o hitn that bmd ihw souls in death, 
t Le«d me to and to die, 

2f ^on, my graeions Lord, art nigh : 

One smile from thee my heart shall lire, 

And teadi me smiling^to expire. 

S If nature at the trial shake,' 

And from the cross or flames draw back, 

Oraoe can its feeble oour^ raise. 

And turn its tremblings into praise. Dodo lu doe. 

JUDGES V. 

Ihhomk md £arak*i Song, 

fllHEN sang Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam on 
that day, saying, 

2 Praise ye the Lord for the avenging of Israel, when the 
peofde willingly offered themselves. 

S Hear, O ye kings ; give ear, O ye princes ; I, even I, will 
aing nnto the Lord ; I will sing praise to the Lord God of 

Israel. 

4 Lord, when thou wentest out of Seir, when thou march- 
edst out of the field(g)f Edom, the earth trembled, and the 
heavens dropped, the clouds also dropped water. 

5 The mountains melted from before the Lord, even that 
Sinai &om b^ore the Lord God of Israel. 

6 In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, in the days of 
Jad, the highways were unoccupied, and the travellers walked 
through byways. 

7 The inhabitants qf the villages ceased, they ceased in 
Israel, until that I Deborah arose, that I arose a mother iii 
Isr^. 

8 Thev chose new gods ; then was war in the gates : was 
there a shield or spear seen among forty thousand in Israel ? 

9 My heart is toward the governors of Israel, that offered 
themselves willingly among the people. Bless ye the Lord. 

10 Speak, ye that ride on white asses, ye that sit in judg- 
ment, and walk by the way. 

11 Thep that are delivered from the noise of archers in the 
places of drawing water, there shall they rehearse the righteous 
acts of the Lord, even the righteous acts toward the inha’- 
Idtants of his villages in Israel : then shall the people of the 
Lord go down to the gates. 

12 Avrake, awake, Deborah; awake, awake, utter a song; 
arise, Barak, mad lead thy captivity captive, thou son of 
Abinoam. 

18 l%eii he made him that remaineth have dominion over 
tlie noblM among the people : the Loru made me have domi- 
nba over the mightjr, , 

14 Out of Ephraim was there a root of them against 
Am«Mc; after thee, Benjamin, among thy people; out of 

denvn governors, and out of Zebulun they that 
han dlfl the pen oX the 'writer. 

15 m princes of Issachar were -with Deborah; even 
lasarimry Cnd also Barsk : he was sent on foot into the valley. 
For l&e 4ivMM»a of Benhen there were, great thoughts of 

heart; ' 

18 Wiw ahodeat thou among the sheep-folds, to hear the 
hksatiayft « the ioeha? For the divisions of Beuben there 
were gri w I i eii w h ing B of heart. 

lUnxiriri^ iMaw r-— Chrirt BMkesthe esnss of his people 

his own; and a| thaBwaf ^ tstte <rf JudA V “ 
enemiet of h^ Cimmh, and will gpesk to tlwm m his ^hto^ 
«»pgnflT.nfl md vMt them in hia awe illi|datwirn« "What astemsiung 


Then the Ood of ulvatiou triomphed gloriously— tho horse and his 
rider were oast into the sea. I^borah, the jirophetcss, is an illus« 
triouB instance of a woman of piety being raised up by Providence, 
and qualifled to accomplish a temporal sidvation for (hd^a Church. 
Let holy women earnestly pray to be flUod with her spirit, and 
imitato her example. Like Mary, she was blessed among women. 


PRAYER. 

l^OST merciful Jehovah, who shall not fear thee? for thou 
only art holy. Thou art infinitely worthy of the reve- 
rence of angels and men. O that our minds wore always 
suitably impressed with reverential feelings, when we enga^ 
in the services of our holy faith. We adore thee, O Lord, in 
the displays of thy majesty, thy power, and thv glory, given 
in the deliverance of thy people Israel from tho hands of their 
enemies in the days of old. Lord, when thou wenteft out of 
Seir, when thou marchedst out of the field of Edom, the earth 
trembled, and the heavens dropped, the clouds also dropped 
water. The mountains melted from before the Lord, even 
that Sinai from before the Lord God of Israel. 

Teach us as a family to stand in awe of thy majesty, and to 
admire the displays of thy glory given in the person, the 
sufferings, and the triumphs of thy well-beloved ^on. 

Give us grace willingly to- offer ourselves to the Lord. As 
the people and the governors of Israel willingly offered them- 
selves in the days of Deborah, to hazard their lives in the 
defence of thy Church, so may we willingly present our per- 
sons and our all, when our Saviour requires, for the honour of 
his name, and for the prosperity of his kingdom. May that 
blessed spirit ever pervade our mind which pervaded the mind 
of St. Paul, when he said, Lord, what wilt thou have mo to 
do? and when he said, in the prospect of tho dangers which 
awaited him in Jerusalem, I am ready not to be bound only, 
but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Preserve us, we beseech thee, from the sin of backwardness to 
devote either our time or our substance to the sacred cause. 
May we not be found at last among the unprofitable servants, 
who shall be gathered like bundles, and cast into the lake tliat 
burns with unquenchable fire. May such a doom awake and 
arouse our slumbering energies ; but, above all, may the love 
of Christ reign in our hearts; then we shall ever exemplify w 
holy readiness in obeying the will and seeking the honour of 
our God and Saviour. 

O thou King of kings, have mercy on the rulera of the 
earth. Preserve them from the snares and allurements of 
their exalted rank. May they give car to the voice of God in 
his providence, in his law, and in his Gospel. While they 
are raised up to enforce obedience to human laws in others, 
may they themselves be examples of faithful obedience to the 
laws of heaven, and of faithful observance of the ordinances of 

Christ. .. 

Deliver our dear children ft^om rebellious hearts. May 
their natural aversion to thy laws and to the salutary re» 
straints of religion be destroyed. May they and our servants 
now feel that no earthly enjoyment is worthy to be compared 
with the enjoyment of serving God, 

Give us grace as a family to remember and rehearse the 
righteous and merciful acts of the Lord our God» We thank 
thee for the constant succession of blessings which have at- 
tended us from our birth to the present day. 

Accept of our humble thanks for the mercies of the past 
Sabbath and of the past night. May we wdlingly oflw our- 
selves to thy service this day, and all our days. 

Hear our imperfect swpplieatUws, for Jesus’ s^e j wad may 


TWS1NTT.THIED WEEK,— MONDAY BVBNlirO. 


TUB IXALTBD SAVXOUB. 

Mht* S\rkmphaiiU, P^rh^/oL JiedmpHm* 

1 T^OTT lot ns raise our choerM strams, 

And join the bliasfhl choir above ; 
There our exalted Saviour reigns, 

And there they sing his wondrous love. 

2 While seraphs tune the immortal song, 
0, may wo feel the sacred flame ; 

And every heart and every tongue 
Adoro the Saviour^s glorious name ! 

8 Jesus, who once upon the tree 
In agonizing pains expired ; 

Who died for rebels — yes, *t is he 
How bright ! how lovely ! how admired ! 


ACTS V. 

OanvalicVs Countcl. 

^HE God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and 
handed on a tree. 

31 Him hath God exalted with his right hand io he a 
Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and 
forgiveness of sins. 

82 And we are his witnesses of these things ; and 8o is also 
the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him. 

88 When they heard ihai, they were cut to the heart, and 
took counsel to slay them. 

34 Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, 
named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in reputation among 
all the people, and commanded to put the apostles forth a 
little space ; 

86 And said unto them. Ye men of Israel, take heed to 
yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men. 

86 For before these days rose up Theudas, boasting him- 
self to })e somebody; to whom a nunilier of men, about four 
hundred, joined themselves : who was slain ; and all, as many 
as obeyed him, were scattered, and brought to nought. 

87 After this man rose up Judas of Galilee, in the days of 
the^ taxing, and drew away much peojile after him : he also 
perished ; and all, even as many as obeyed him, wTre dispersed. 

88 And now I say unto yon. Refrain from these men, and 
let them alone : for if this counsel or this work be of men, it 
will come to nought : 

39 But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it ; hjst haply 
ye be found even to fight against God. 

40 And to him they agreed ; and when they had called the 
apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they should 
not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 

41 And they departed from the presence of the council, 
r^oicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for 
his name. 

42 And daily in the temple, and in every housc^ they ceased 
not to teach and preach Jesus Christ. 

ACTS VI. 

Oi'ecians Mw'niurinff. 

A ND in those days, when the number of the disciples was 
’ multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians 
agamst the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in 
the daily ministration. 

2 Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto 
. itieM, and said. It is not reason that we should leave the w^ord 
of God, aud serve tables. 

8 Wherefore, brethren, look yo out among you seven men 
of honest rej^rt, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom 
we may appoint over this business. 

4 But we will give ouiiselves continually to prayer, and to 
the ministry of the word. 

Bamsoneirs ijpoir Aom v., vi.—- It was the great of the 

Jews whiA made Christ the victim of dMih; but Jesus by his oim 
811l 


almighty power row from the dead, and Amt trittipphed ow 
and Uie grave. Glorious victory! in which |dl tharedeemed of God 
are interest^ and which will frimish matter Ibr iamgs of sweety 
melody in heaven for ever and ever, iet us never cease to r^oioe 
in the close connection betwixt Christ’s exaltation to his mediatorial 
throne in heaven, and the constant conununioaAon of jijHtual bleBS** 
iogs to his Church on earth. Important questioni^*^ B&ivo wo frit 
the connection? Has the blessing of repentance and fie^^ 
fallen down upon us from that exalted Saviour, who fills heaven’s 
loftiest throne?” The king and head of the Church has made a 
rich provision for its management and comfort, for the flowing 0f> 
Christian charity, and for the perfecting of his saints. 


PRAYER. 

T^E desire, O Lord our God, to come before thee as a 
family, and before we retire to rest would seek thy 
fellowship and grace. Thou art good and gracious, full of 
mercy and compassion, and of great patience and long-sufFer* 
ing. Thou art slow to anger, and of great merc^; therefore 
wc arc encouraged to prostrate ourselves at thy le^. When 
we think of thy power and wisdom, what reason have we to 
acknowledge that there is none like unto thee our God ! And 
we rejoice that when we think of thy compassion and mercy 
we have equal reason to exclaim. Who is a God like unto 
thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passcth'by the transgres- 
sion of the remnant of his heritage? guHe retaineth not bis 
anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy. 

It is because of thy mercy we now appear before thy throne, 
aud supplicate salvation and all its blessings, through the merit 
of Our Saviour’s righteousness. Though in ourselves we are 
altogether without worthiness, yet we rejoice that, through 
the worthiness of another, we are not only permitted, but 
commanded to approach the throne of grace. 

We have been the recipients of thine unmerited goodness 
during another day, for which we present our united thanks* 
giving. Let thy mercies be extended to us during the night. 
May oui‘ dwelling, and the dwelling of all who are dear to us, 
be preserved from evil. May the sons and dau^ters of afflic- 
tion be enabled, even during the night watches, to look beyond 
the dark clouds of present suffering, and have their minds 
comforted J^y the blessed hopes of heaven, where the sun of 
their glory shall go no more down, and where the days of 
their mourning shall be ended. Teach them, O Lord, to lift 
up tlioir eyes to thee, from whence cometh their help ; and 
from whom they shall not only receive present^assistanoe, but 
future glory. ^ 

Wc adore thee, O Jesus, as our exalted Saviour.^ We re^ 
joice that the time of thy sorrow and humiliation is over ; and 
that God the Father, as tlie reward of thy righteousness, hath 
exalted thee to his right hand, to be a Prince and a Saviour, 
to give repentance unto Israel, and forgiveness of sins. We 
now earnestly pray tliat all of us may receive the grace of 
repentance and the blessing of forgiveness. 

Teach our dear children to mourn over their anid 

folly. May they lament that they have so long refiised to give 
their hearts to the merciful and compassiomte Jesus. 

Make all of us witnesses in our own experience, and to 
those around us, of Christ’s power and grace as a Saviour» 
May our conversation show that we are sanctified by liis 
spirit; may our zeal for his riory show that all the powers of 
our mind are subservient to his will; and maynuT chemfril- 
ness and peace show that we are delivered from the guilt of 
all our sins, and accepted as righteous in the sight of 
Lord, give us the Holy Ghost. May we m among the 
number of those who ob^ thee; for it is to auch aa^iA^ thee 
thou dost merciMy oommunksate thy spirit 
Lord, hear our prayers and forgive our sui% for Jeana’ aake^ 
whom thou hearest alwajna 


TWiomr.THniD 


YM0MIC MBinm. 

'' B u im . Pm4, c. tt. 

1 A H I t'dgii^ 

^ My Lm MoTed ^d divine ! 

Xhon uall my iidblopt joyt abound, 

When eve^r human heart ia thine. 

« :9 A thouaand aoirows pierce xny soul 

s tTo flunk tiiat all are not thine own: 

Ah ! be adored iix>m polo to polo ; 

Where ia tiiy aoal ? arise ; bo known. 

S AH hearts are bold in every place, 

Yet earthly gwd with warmth pursue : 

Hiasolve them with a dash of grace, 

Thaw these of ice, and give us new ! 

_ by CowpEii. 

JUDGES V, 

Song of Barak and Di^arah. 

i^ILEAD abode beyond Jordan : and why did Dan remain 
in ships ? Asher continued on the sea shore, and abode 
in hirbrea^es. 

18 Zebulun and Naphtali were a people that jeoparded their 
lives unto the death in the high places of the field. 

19 The kings came and fought : then fought the kings of 
Canaan in Taanach by the waters of Megiddo ; they took no 
gain of money. 

20 They fought from heaven ; the stars in their courses 
fought against Sisera. 

21 The river of Kishon swept them away, that ancient 
riveri the river Kishon. O my soul, thou hast trodden down 
jstrength. 

22 Then were the horsehoofs broken by the means of the 
pransings, the pransings of their mighty ones. 

^ Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, curse ye 
bitterly the inhabitants thereof ; because they came not to the 
help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against the mighty. 

24 Blessed above women shall Jacl the wife of Heber the 
Kenite be j blessed sliall she be above women in the tent. 

25 He asked water and she gave him milk ; she brought 
forth butter in a lordly dish. 

26 She put her hand to the nail, and her right hand to the 
workman’s hammer ; and with the hammer she smote Sisera, 
she smote off his head, when sho had pierced and stricken 
through his temples. 

27 At her feet he bowed, he fell, he lay down : at her feet 
he bowed> he fell : where he bowed, there he fell down dead. 

28 The mother of Sisera looked out at a window, and cried 
through the lattice, Why is his chariot so long in coming ? 
why tany ihe wWls of his chariots ? 

29 Her wise ladies answered her, yea, she returned answer 
to herself, 

80 Have they not sped ? have they not divided the prey ; to 

every a damsel or two ; to Sisera a prey of divers colours, 
a' prey of divers colours of needlework, of divers colours of 
needlework on both sides, meet for the necks of them that take 
the spoili ? . . , 

81 So let all thine enemies perish, O Lord ; but let thorn 
that love him as flie sun when he gocth forth in his might. 
Aiiid the land had rest forty years. 

mpOK JuDORs v. — ^They arc highly honoured of God 
whp can nbibe thrir lives in danger for the honour of Christ. That 
in<)rtal ImvAiitfli is down for his cause who laid down his life 
for us, isfiliWisd by the graciouB reward of a life of blessed and 
glorious in heaven. Did the stars of the sky fight 

against Ihe enemy of God’s people ? This shows that all 

nature is 4a Ithrlay a will: and mat he can make it subservient 

vain, how fipMSm and? presumtuous to %h^ 

Christ and bis Churuhl 8^ 00 ^^ ni^ure wHh all ita 


elmnents their enemiea.' They 611 themselves ixdo the avenging 
arnm of the living Ood, and cannot escapel Orca^ the difow^ 
oven now, betwixt the fbes and the mends of Christ But who 
can conoeive the difibrenoe at the last, the judgment-day, when the 
former shall appear on the left hand, and the latter on the right 
hand of the ounox of all ? 


PRAYEB. 

^ LORD our God, thou art almighty. Thine arm is an arm 
” of power. Thou art able to pluck up the lofty mountains 
by the roots, and cast them into the depths of the sea. The 
proudest and most powerful enemy thou const level with the 
dust. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, our weakness. Without thy 
support we cannot continue one moment in existence; and 
without thy grace we cannot for one moment withstand temp- 
tation. Glory to thy name, that, though the greatest degree 
of human strength cannot resist the attacks of the weakest 
enemy ; yet the weakest saint, by the assistance of thy grace, 
can subdue the mightiest foe. O may wc bo ever encouraged by 
this promise : My {^ac(5 is sufficient for thee ; and my strength 
shall be made perfect in thy weakness. We bless thee that 
thou hast given peculiar consolation to the weak. Thou hast 
promised to gather them with thine arms, and carry them in 
thy bosom. Do as thou hast said. Strengthen the weak 
hands, and confirm the feeble knees ; say to them that are of 
a fearful heart. Be strong, fear not. 

Wc thank thee, O Lord, that we have enjoyed during 
another night the blessings of protection, sleep, and repose ; 
and that we are now permitted to enjoy each other’s fellowship, 
but, above all, fellowship with God, around the domestic altar. 
May our intercourse as a family become sweeter and sweeter. 
May we become more and more united by the endearing bonds 
of Christian affection. Let our fellowship be rendered sacred 
by the love of Christ; then our society on earth shall be 
followed by uninterrupted fellowship in our Father’s house 
beyond the grave. 

Graciously defend us from every temptation this day. Thou 
knowest, O Lord, the snares prepared for us ; thou knowest 
our weakness, and with what ease the enemy can obtain the 
dominion over us, if we are left to our own infirmities. We 
therefore look to thee, O Lord, for wisdom to detect the 
designs of our enemies, and for grace to withstand all their 
efforts. 

Lord, have mercy on all the family of man, and on all the 
nations of the earth. May the remarkable intercourse which 
now exists among nations pave the way for the universal 
spread of the Gospel, when all the tribes of men shall live 
together in holy harmony, as members of the same family. 
Wo have now read of Asher continuing on the sea-shore; 
O hasten that day when the fame of Christ shall be pro- 
claimed from shore to shore, and from the rivers to the ends 
of the earth. 

May what we have now heard of the curse pronounced 
against Meroz for indifference to the cause of God, prove an 
excitement to us to be zealous for the Lord of hosts. 

Teach our children to love the cause and the "kingdom qf 
Jesus^ Whatever others say^ may they speak to the honour cjf 
Christ ; and^ whatever others do^ may they serve the 

Lord, have mercy on aged saints. May their desires to 
enter ike heavenly world become stronger and stonger. When 
they meditate on the enjoyments of the heavenly state, mi 
on the blessedness they shall experience in fdlowsbip with 
Jesus in their Father’s house, may they say, Why is his 
chariot so long in coming ? 

Gradously hear our prayers and fiirgive our sins, for Jesus' 
soke. And to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost be ascribed 
unoeaiiing praises. Amen. 


SB 
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. mx ooopNXW or OOP. 

' MM. UTmoMrCAopa. £attr. lAner^. c.». 

1 Y is htinible 60ul«, approach your God 
* WitJi Bongfl of Boored prauio, 

Por he is good, immeufloly good, 

I And kind are all his way». 

2 All nature owns his. ^ardian care, 

In him we live and move ; 

But nobler benefits declare 
The wonders of his love. 

0 He gave his Son, his only Son, 

To ransom rebel worms ; 

'Tis here he makes his goodness known 
In its diviner forms. SiaE'jfc 

ACTS VI. 

Choice of Steph^m* 

A nd the word of God increased ; and the number of the 
disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great 
company of the priests were obedient to the faith. 

8 And Stci)hen, full of faith and power, did great wonders 
add miracles among the people. 

9 Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is 
called the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and 
Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing 
with Stephen. 

10 And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the 
spirit ^ which he spake. 

11 Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard 
him speak blasphemous words against Moses, and against 
Ood. 

12 And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the 
scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, and brought him 
to the council, 

18 And set up false witnesses, which said, This man ccaseth 
not to speak blasphemous words against this holy place, and 
the law : 

" 14 For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth 
diall destroy this place, and shall change the customs which 
Moses delivered us. 

15 And all that sat in the council, looking steadfastly on 
him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel. 

ACTS VII. 

Stephen's Defmce, 

rpHEN said the high priest, Are these things so ? 

2 And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken j The 
Ood of glorjr appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was 
in MesoTOtamis, before he dwelt in Charran, 

8 And said unto him. Get thee out of thy country, and 
fipom thy kindred, and come into the land which 1 shall shew 
thee. 

4 T%e& came he out of the land of the Chaldeans, and 
dwelt in Charran : and from thence, when his father was dead, 
he removed him into this land, wherein now dwell. 

6 Aod he jpive him none inheritance in it, no, not so much \ 
M to set h^ ^t on ; yet he {iromised that ho would give it to 
him for a possession, and to his seed after him, when as yet he 
had lio chud. 

6 And Ood spake on this wise. That his seed should sojourn 
19 a strafige land; and thht they should bring them into 
oemdege, and entreat them evil four hundred years. 

y, Ana nation to whom they shall be in bondage will I 
jhdgb, lidd Ood: and after that shall they come forth, and 
Seen me m tins place. 

8 And he 'gave him the covenant of Oireumdaibii: 

•0 ich-ddiiiii IiAac, and dreOmcised him tto 

dajr; ind uttU Seg^ JTaoob; and Jacob ihe tmdve 

patriardha. 


EEfEKOnOKS OTOa Acm Tt, sf AM 

Tailed in our world; but what a 

when the word of God, whm Oh^ ^ 

knowledge of the glory of the Lord .diall ooyw the earth, 3?% the 

toAofowrtA, as the waters cover the diannelB of the g«M am. 

there shall be nothing to hurt nor dostrov m (M s h^ monn^ . 
Tho heralds of salvation are the most useflil and the toed mam^l 
meaaongora the God of mewy ever oommissjonm to adaem we 
miacrablo inhabitants of our fallen world; yet what mnlptno ea of 
these messengers have been rejected and despiBra, 
filth of tho world, and the offsconring of all thin|p. llw, 
is the very perfection of unthankAilnesa and impiety I * Lord, ivliat 
is man!” 

PRAYER. 

W E adore thee, O Lord God, as the author of onr being: 

And we praise thee that thou hut called ns into 
existence, and given us souls that shall live for 6VW. We 
acknowledge thee as our preserver, constanfly- kee^g the 
wheels of our life in motion, and by the continued ^agenc^ of 
thy goodness and power preventing us from sinking into 
or returning to nothing. We rejoice that thy goodness u as 
great os thy power. How infinitely great is thy ipoodness I 
For the eternal display of thy goodness in Christ thou hast 
contrived the plan of redemption, which will furnish the mOst 
glorious manifestations of thy goodness through all eteridly. 
May we long to reach the heavenly world,, where we aluul 
fully enjoy the loving-kindness of the Lord, and in loudest 
strains of sweetest melody proclaim its wonders for ever and 
ever. , . 

O that each one of us could now pray with belienhg desire, 
When shall the day arrive, that we shall mount and sote away 
to the lofty abodes of purity and bliss I O may we rejoice in 
tho prospect of singing for ever and over of the wonders of thy 
loving-kindness beyond the skies ! 

As^ thou hast mercifully preserved us this day from many 
evils, and blessed us with many comforts, we new present 
before thee the sacrifice of our thankfulness and praise. Every 
day may we feel our heart glowing with increasing love to oar 
God and Saviour; every day may we feel our hearts enlai|[ed 
with increasing thankfulness ; and every day may we expenenoe 
increasing delight in employing all our faculties and talents 
and affections in the service of our God. 

As we need thy care by day, we need thy jirotection hjr 
night. Sensible of our necessities, and reioicine in thy good- 


enjoyment of all the rich blessing* wMeh the phipetriHtewhf, 
We pray that the eminent guts which were oonfiDlim oh 


We pray that the eminent guts which were oonfinibed oh 
St^hen may be given to all thy mjhiat«d|ig ae^yi|a^, <0 
give them that wisdom and that epixh wmw m jahfenhm 
of the truth shall not be able to reshrti. ' !lltay ^ power 
of the Holy Ghost very eminentiy aoo(Mii4pM^,.iiBA tiie 
gifts, tire graces, and the lahoms of eR ^ lirvantii, 

iipitte aaa mtcmxL ttmn wret w uf we 

r^brnbeir, (he cmft;, ot ihe pmk et mmf 

ijimoviBiy neat oer wpenecst mt iim gisei on|F 


ness, we place ourselves and all our friends under thy imme^ 
diatc care this night. Fill our hearts with joy, thai there h 
a Divine and special providence ; and that it is our pnvit^ 
and duty to cast ourselves, and our burdens, and our oarb^ 
over on the Lord, who careth for us. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for thy Word, which fumishy 
. such encouraging views of thy providence, thy goveirhmeniL 
and thy love. May the knowledge of thjj Word increw^ Jiw 
may its influence upon the hearts of king^ tod roltoi ahd* 
nations daily increase. 

Teach our children to believe the Gospel { fkay Us do^tlMs 
be brought home to their hearts, and may they long the 




''fiplifsnr.Tmap 



i E4C1. 

l^iiM MiH(mn Pmi. 
, wr «0ull iittetbli eyetr 
And ptew with 

^ n0ay«iiU7 xw demai^ % zeel, 

9 ’Ti# Gted> 

^ xh^ pidlf tH^ ftopi 0 |i hiffh : 
i« ms own htmd presents the prw 
7o thinp aspiring eye. 

3 Blest j^Tiour! introduced by thee 
Have we our race begun; 

Andi crowned with victory, at thy feet 
lITe^U lay our laur^ down. 


c. «. 


DODOniDQB. 


. JUDGES XIY. 

< ■ SaniuM, 

A ND Samson went down to Timnath^ and saw a woman in 
^Rlinnatb of the daughters of the Philistines. 

2 And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and 
said, l^haye seen a' woman in Timnath of the daughters of the 
Philistines i now therefore get her for me to wife. 

6 Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, 
to Timnath, and came to the vineyards of Timnath : and, be- 
fao^, a young l|on roared against him. 

6 And the Smrit of the Loan came mightily upon him, and 
he reiil him as he would have rent a kid, and he had nothing 
in )u8 hand : But he told not his father or his motlier what he 
had done. 

7 And he went down, and talked with the woman; and she 
pleased Samson well. 

8 And after a time he returned to take her, and he turned 
aside to see the carcase of the lion : and, behold, there was a 
swarm of bees and honey in the carcase of the lion. 

9 And he took thereof in his hands, and went on eating, 
and came to his father and mother, and he gave them, and 
they did eat : but he told not them that he had taken the 
hon^ out of the carcase of the lion. 

10 So his father went down unto the woman : and Samson 
made there a fegst ; for so used the young men to do. 

11 And it came to pass, when they saw him, that they 
bl^ught thirty companions to bo with him. 

12 And Samson said unto them, I will now put forth a 
riddle unto you : if ye can certainly declare it me within the 
seven days of the feast, and find it out, then I will give you 
thirty sheets and thirty change of garments : 

18 But if ye cannot declare it me, 4;hcn shall ye give me 
ihiriy sheets and thirty change of gaimcnts. And they said 
c|Uto him. Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear it. 

1^. And he said unto them, Out of the eater came forth 
meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness. And they 
CQiild not in three days expound the riddle. 

15 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they said 
U|lto'Si^n8on^s wife. Entice thy husband, that he may declare 
wzto Uf the riddle, lest we burh thee and thy father’s house 

fire ; have ye caUed us to take that we havo ? is if not so? 

16 And Samson’s wife wept before him, and said. Thou 

^te me, and iQvest me not : thou hast put forth a 
riiiw children of my people, and hast not told it me. 

A^ he Arid unto her, Behold, 1 havo not told it my father 
mt mn&er, and 1 tell it thee ? ' 

' ii^ went before him the seven days, while their 

a^ it came to pass on the seventh day, that he 
ibid 1^,1)603 idle lav sore upon him: and she told the 
‘W people. 

ito him on the seventh day 
ivreeter than honey? and 
what ^ riri^^ ha arid nuto them, 1^ 


Bxv&BonoKS VTOV JuncBS xev.— •When our blessed Loid was 



triumphed over him, and trampled upon his neck. Without the 
spirit of the Lord, Samson would have been as other men, and his 
hfo been unconnected with those valiant achievements by which his 
life was so eminently distinguished, as the temporal Saviour of Israel, 
and the terror of her enemies. 0 may the Divine Spirit rest on us. 


and wo too shall be valiant and do exploits ! 


PRATER. 

A GAIN, O Lord our God, thou bast permitted us to open 
our eyes, to behold the light of another day. After the 
dark night of death, may the eyes of our bodies awake on the 
morning of the resurrection, and behold the glories of the Sun 
of righteousness for ever and ever. 

We adore thee, O Lord, not only as the author of our 
being, but as the source of all those varied blessings which 
render our existence comfortable, and which mitigate ^e 
sorrows and sufferings of our journeying state. 

We assemble ourselves in the name of Christ around the 
domestic altar, to acknowledge thy continued kindness during 
the past night, and to supplicate thy blessing upon us thS 
day. Let not this day pass over our heads in vain. May 
our corruptions be mortified ; may ejaculatory prayers pjOten 
rise from our minds to the throne of God ; may our affections 
ascend to heavenly things ; and may our hopes reach onward 
to that celestial state, where the soul is eternally blessed in 
the enjoyment of God. 

Bless to us, O Lord, that remarkable portion wc have now 
read of the history of Samson. W'e praise thee that, when 
thy people were brought into great danger by their enemies, 
thou didst raise up for their deliverance this Nazarite. May 
we derive instruction and benefit from every part of his life. 
Preserve us from the danger of a wandering eye. Never 
allow the eye of our body to ensnare our soul. When we are 
ready to be led astray by the eye of the body, may we re- 
mem l)er wc arc imder the eye of God, and may we stand in 
awe, and sin not. 

O preserve our beloved children from those snares which may 
be placed before their eyes to beguile them from the ways cf 
God, May they and our servants employ their eye, not in 
following after lying vanity, but in reading thy blessed Word, 
and in beholding thy glory in thy works. 

Preserve all of us, O Lord, from forming friendships or 
entering into relations with the ungodly. May wc learp from 
the infatuated son of Mauoah the unspeakable evil which 
arises from such ungodly associations. May our most inti- 
mate friends be the sons and daughters of the Lord God 
Almighty, 

Give us grace to admire the humility of Samson. While 
thou didst honour him, O Lord, to perform great exploits for 
thy cause and kingdom, thou didst prevent him from glorify- 
ing in himself. Preserve us, O Lord, from pride, l^ay we 
breathe the spirit of St. Paul, who said, God forbid that 1 
should glory, save in the cross of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Sanotifr to us, gracious Father, ail the afflictions of life. 
Thy people have often found that the sweetest blessings have 
issued from the severest trials. May all our afflictions ptovn 
blessings in disguise. Teach us to see the connection between 
the sufferings of the present life and the glories of heaven. 
Never may we murmur under affliction. May we see thy 
justice in sen^g them, and may we also see thy wisdom, 
t^ioh us not only to know that we deserve them, but that we 
need them. May our persous and prayers be accepted ip tby 
right, O Lord our Gkri^lor the sake pf Jesus Christ our Lmri, 
Amen. 

• s2 . 9Vi 


WI1BK.--W8DNBSDAY BVlJilNQ-. 


SOTPUOATION. 

OsiumI. JRtMiZL Trowbridge. Welth. 

1 JESUS, £W1 of all compaflBion, 

^ Hear thy humble BuppHant' s cry ; 
Let me know thy great s^yation : 

See ! I languish, faint, and die : 
Ghinty, but with heart relenting, 
Overwhelmed with helpless grief, 
Prostrate at thy feet repenting. 

Send, 0 send me quick relief! 

2 On the word thy blood hath scaled 

Hongs my everlasting all ; 

Let thine arm be now revealed ; 

Stay, 0 stay mo, hist I fall ! 

Saved — ^tho deed shall spread now glory, 
Through the shining realms above ' 
Angels sing the pleasing stor}’*, 

All enraptured with thy love ! 


ACTS VII. 

Joieph and Mom» 

A nd the patriarclis, moved with envy, sold Joseph into 
Egypt : but God was with him, 

10 Ana delivered him ^ut of all his afflictions, and gave 
him favour and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt; 

. and he made him governor over Egypt and all his house. 

11 Now there came a dearth over all the land of Eg)rpt 
and Chanaan, and great affliction : and our fathers found no 
, sustenance. 

18 But when Jacob heard that there was corn in Egypt, he 
sent out our fathers first. 

13 And at the second time Joseph was^ made known to his 
brethren; and Joseph’s kindred was made known unto Pha- 
laoh. 

14 Then wnt Joseph, and called his father Jacob to him, 
and all his kindred, threescore and fifteen souls. 

16 So Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he, and our 

fathers, 

16 And were carried over into Sychem, and laid in the 
sepulchre that Abraham bought for a sum of money of the 
sons of Emmor the father of Sychem. 

17 But when the time of the promise drew nigh, wliich 
God had sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied 
ia Egypt, 

18 Till another king arose, which knew not Joseph. 

19 The same dealt subtilly with our kindred, and evil en- 
treated our fathers, so that they cast out their young children, 
to the end they might not live. 

20 In which time Mosos was born, and was exceeding fair, 
and nourished up in his father’s house three months : 

^ 21 And when he was cast out, Pharaoh’s daughter took 
him'^p, and nourished him for her own son. 

^ 22 And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyp- 
tiani, and was mighty in words and in deeds. 

28 And when he was full forty years old, it came into his 
heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel. 

^ And seeing one of them suffer wrong, lie defended him, 
and avenged him that was oppressed, and smote the Egyptian: 

25 For he supposed his brethren would have understood 
tuny that God by his hand would deliver them: but they 
understood not. 

BnuMZtovstTPOK AoiHTn.—Stophm, tho first martrr, was enablod 
M testimony to the truth before he sealed it with his 
'"^"2. ^ with tho history of iho 

a» linag mth holy interest ho held up to the 

“waiting to bo £is mur. 
«*«»— TO most 4Magiiisbed suitts who lirod in Old l^staant 
Ww 


days, and the remarkable events which had tsken In oeniiec^ 
tion with the Church, in remote periods of antiqnii^. a 

contrast — ^ihese holy men of distant ages, and those befom whom 
the blessed Stephen appeared, who were soon to imbrue bands 
in his blood ! He reminded them of the piety and usefhlaess of 
Joseph; of Jacob, who wrestled with God and prevsaedj and of 
Moses, who saw God face to face. These det^s pvodxa^ nO sdu* 
taiT effect, and only loft them hardened in their uhboUef, enmity, 
and crime ! 

PEAYER. 

W E adore and praise thee, O Lord our God, as the 
almighty and merciful God, and as the infinite and 
gracious source of all happiness and bliss, Thou art the 
fountain of living waters. We have often forsaken thee, the 
only fountain whence those streams of blessings flow 
which our souls need, and without which they must peridi. 
We have often preferred human fountains before thee, the 
Divine fountain; wo have applied to created fountains in 
preference to thee, the uncreated fountain. We have hewn 
out to ourselves cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no 
water. Thus we have deprived ourselves of much pleasure, 
peace, and joy, which we might have otherwise poanessed; 
and thus we have experienced many doubts, ffears, and suffer- 
ings which we might have otherwise escaped. As we have 
so often departed from thee, as we have so long given a deaf 
ear to tliine inviting voice, to return unto thee our Father, 
with justice thou mightest have left us to ourselves, to have 
been filled 'with our devices, and 'to have perished for ever. 
With justice thou mightest have shut thine ear against us in 
the day of our calamity, and have said, I will laugh at your 
calamity, and mock when your fear cometlu Glory to thy 
name, that what thou mightest have done in a way of justice, 
thou hast not done in a way of mercy. 

Prevent, 0 Lord, that our dear children should ever despise 
or refuse mercy. May they see their absolute need qf mercy 
through a Savtour^s blood. And may they givd themselves no 
rest till they have obtained all the blessings qf salvation wMck 
are constantly flowing from the fountain qf Ood^s mercy. 

As a family we seek mercy, and mercy alone. We seek 
mercy to wash away our sins ; we seek mercy to remove their 
guilt. We seek mercy to glorify thee in life; we seek mercy 
to honour thee in the swellings of Jordan; and we s^ 
mercy to enjoy thee for ever and ever in the heavenly state. 
All we ask, O Lord, is thy mercy; Jhy mercy through our 
Saviour’s righteousness is all our plea. O let thy meit^ 
come, and flow like a refreshing stream 1 

Bless to us the valuable portions of ancient history to which 
we have now listened. May the envy of Joseph’s brethren 
convince us of the vileness of that passion, and of the neces- 
sity of lifting up our eyes to thee to be delivered flx)m ite 
power, O Jesus, thou wast made the victim of Jewish envy, 
and brought by their malevolence to the dust of deatnr 
Never, never may we forget that thou wast delivered up to 
the death for us 

Gracious Father, as thou wast with Joseph amid all the 
changes he experienced in Egypt, O be wim us in all 
temptations and sufferings which are before us in our 
to heaven. As thou didst deliv^ Joseph out of all hi# < 
tions, may we and all our friends, and particularly our 
and afflicted friends, be delivered all our affliot|pns, 
at the close of life exchange the troubles of w0de(riies8 ^r 
the joys of heaven. ’ , 

We thank thee for all the blessings, tempoml aii^ q^tosl, 
wo have this day received from the founiam of foo&iess. 
Oraciously continue thine undeserved gobfliiieeirV' ^ 
night. Let our sins he merciftiUy foigiven, i^d o^ 
anewered, through JemiSi our MediMoK Ameii, 


WEBS.— ’MKrBfflJlAY HOBNm0. 


HMmm linra o<m todie ayfliotiok, 

'. :. ltoj WW N i^ ^at i^ IfMayv. c* u. 

* I ?C|rHY iliotiU a liTing man complain 
Of deep dwtreas withm^ 

Since 0rery ingh, and every pain, 
la but, me of sin? 

2 iTo, liordl m patientiy submit, 

ITbr erer dare rebel ; 

Tbt Hire I mayj Here at tby feet, 

Ky painM feelings tell. 

3 Thou seest what floods of sorrow rise 

And beat upon my soul ; 

One trouble to another cries, 

Billows on billows roll. S. Stennett. 

JUDGES XV. 

Sennit deth'oymg iKc PhUUtinea, 

A ND Samson said concerning them, Now shall I be more 
bl|imeless than the Philistines, though I do them a dis- 
pleasure. 

4 And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and 
took firebrands, and turned tail to tail, and put a firebrand in 
the midst between two tails. 

6 And when he had set the brands on fire, he let them go 
into the standing corn of the Philistines, and burnt up both 
the shocks, and also the standing corn, with the vbieyards and 
olives. 

6 Then the Philistines said. Who hath done this ? And 
they answered, Samson, the son in law of the Timnite, because 
he had taken his wife, and given her to his companion. And 
the Philistines came up, and burnt her and her father with 
fire. 

7 And Samson, said unto them, Though yc have done this, 
yet wHlT be avenged of you, and after that I will cease. 

8 And he smote them hip and thigh with a great slaughter : 
and he went down and dwelt in the top of the rock Etam. 

9 Then the Philistines went up, and pitched in Judah, and 
spread themselves in Lchi. 

10 And the men of Judah said. Why are ye come up 
against us? And they answered. To bind Samson are we 
come to do to him as he hath done to us. 

11 Thtn three thousand men of Judah went to the top of 
the rook Ejbam, and said to Samson, Knowest thou not that 
the Philistines are rulers over us ? what is this that thou hast 
done tmfo us ? And he said unto them, As they did unto me, 
BO have I done unto them. 

12 And they said unto him. We arc come down to bind 

thee, that we may deliver thee into the hand of the Philistines. 
And Samson said unto them, Swear unto me, that ye will not 
fall upon me yourselves. . , . , 

18 And they spake unto him, saying, No ; but we will bind 
time fast, and dehver thee into their hand : but surely we will 
pot thee. And they bound him with two new cords, and 
br^ht him up firom the rock. 

14 4nd when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted 
aminst him : and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
huim^ a^ the cords that were upon his arms became as flax 
that btro with fiw>, and his bands loosed from oflf his 


|!|; |i^ ke foundaiiew jawbone of an ass, and put forth 
todc it, and slew a thonsand men therewith. 

aald, With the jawbone of an aw, heaps 
upt^ ^ jaw of an aaa have I sla^ a thousand 

' ' '' , 


Befxjebotioes T7P0K JtTDOss xv.^Saiuson was the iusthiment Ood 
employed for punishing the PhiUstmes, who poured contempt upon 
his name, his cause, his worship, and his people. Wo sec in the de- 
struction of their stonding com tho uncertainty of earthly comforts 
and possessions, and how soon temporal hopes are blasted, and tho 
fairest expectations followed by the most painfiil disappointment 
Samson*B sinful marriage alliance shows how aggravated is the sin of 
God’s people when, during the time of the suspension of the exercise 
of grace, they enter into alliance with tho ungodly and profane, and 
thus cannot expect God’s blessing, but must expose themselves to 
God’s frowns. Such alliances are often the source of long-continued 
afflictions and sorrows. In many respects Samson was typical of 
JcBUB, the Captain of solvation, who encountered the enemies of his 
people alone, and gained over them tho most glorious victories. 

^PRAyEK 

W E adore thee, O Lord, our God and our guide, as tho 
righteous Governor who sits upon the throne of uni- 
versal empire, in the exercise of thy wise government, and in 
tho enjoyment of thy glorious prerogatives. All thy ways are 
judgment ; thou art a God of truth and without iniquity ; just 
and right art thou. Thou art the righteous Lord, that loveth 
righteousness. In all the events of providence which have 
visited ns, in all the bodily affliction and mental grief which 
we have been called to experience, we acknowledge thy wisdom 
and righteousness. Wc adore thee in the death of beloved 
and valuable relatives. It is the Lord, let him do what 
seemeth him meet. 

In whatever circumstances we arc placed, teach us to adore 
thy providence and grace. If the cup of prosperitv be put into 
our band, may we not be lifted up with pride and forget God. 
When the bitter cup of adversity is put into our hand, may we 
not be overwhelmed, but flee to the Father of mercies ana the 
God of all comfort. 

We thank our God for the mercies of tho past night, and 
for the comfortable state in which wc arc perniitted to assem- 
ble this morning before the throne of grace. We thank thee 
that thou hast ^leither laid the hand of disease nor the hand of 
death upon us. May we live this day under the solemn im- 
pression of the certainty of the event of death, by which we 
shall be removed one after another to the world of spirits, 
when our present family state shall cease for ever. Glory to 
our God, that in the serious and animating services of our 
holy faith wc find ourselves bound together by the sacred ties 
of Christian affection, which shall exist for ever when our 
natural relation is dissolved by death. 

We thank God for pious relatives, and that wc arc allied to ' 
those who are the sons and the daughters of the Lord God 
Almighty. O increase the number of our pious connections 1 
May such of them as arc now related to us by the ties of 
nature or human friendship soon be related to us by the ties 
of grace. 

Make our beloved children the subjects of a new births May 
we be related to them by still more endearing bonds than those 
of nature, and may we have the blessedness of seeing all of 
them before we die living members of the mystical body of 

Christ. 1 . t ^ 

Give us grace, O Lord, to bear and to improve the trials of 
life. When, in thy wisdom and sovereignty thou l^cst U]j0n 
us the burden of affliction, hold us up by the hand of thine 
almighty grace. When we are cast into the furnace of afflic- 
tion, O let us not be consumed ! May the dross of our 
corruptions be destroyed, and in thy due rime may we come 
out purified and spared for the Masteris use. 

Prevent us, 0 Lord, from ever looking on this world as our 
resting-place or our home ; may we long to enter lieaven, the 
only resting-place which remaina for them that love 
Graciotudy hear our prayers and torgive our ains, for Jesur 
sakef Amen* ^ * 

M? 



TWaSNTY-THIBD WBlK.-rWaSIjiL>r 




CHEm’s EINGPOM. 

OrwUk* Oharwmth, David^i. 


\ TpATHEB of mercies! send thy grnco, 
All powerful from above, 

To form, in our obedient souls, 

The image of Uiy love, 
i Oh, may our. sympathising broasis 
That generous pleasure know, 

Kindly to share in others* joy, 

And weep for others* woo ! 

3 When the most helpless sons of grief 
In low distress are laid ; 

Soft bo our hearts their pains to feel, 
And swift our hands to aid. 


Doddridgs. 


ACTS VII. 

Mom and hwi'ning BuJu 

A nd the next day he shewed himself unto them as they 
strove, and would have set them at one again, saying, 
Sirs, ye are brethren ; why do ye wrong one to another ? 

27 But he that did las neighbour wrong thrust him away, 
saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us ? 

28 Wilt thou kill me, as thou diddest tlie Egyptian yester- 
day? 

29 Then fled Moses at this saying, and was a stranger in 
the land of Madian, where he begat two sons. 

80 And when forty years were expired, there appeared to 
him in the wilderness of mount Sina an angel of the Lord in 
a flame of fire in a bush. 

81 When Moses saw i/, he wondered at the sight : and as 
he drew near to behold i/, the voice of the Lord came unto 
him, 

82 Saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abra- 
ham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Then 
Moses trembled, and durst not behold. 

38 Tlien said the Lord to him. Put off thv shoes from thy 
feet ; for the place where thou standest is holy ground. 

84 I have seen, I have seen the affliction of my people 
which is in Egypt, and I have licard their groaning, and am 
come down to deliver them. And now come, I will send thee 
into Egypt. 

85 This Moses whom they refused, saying. Who made thee 
a ruler and a judge ? the same did God send to be a ruler and 
a deliverer by tlie hand of the angel which appeared to liim in 
the bush. 

86 He brought them out, after that he had shewed wonders 
and sigpns in the land of Egypt, and in the Red Sea, and in the 
wilderness forty years. 

87 This is that Moses, wliich said unto the children of 
Xsrael, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you 
of your brethren, like unto me ; liim shall ye hear. 

88 This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with 
the angel which spake to him in the mount Sina, and with our 
fathers : who received the lively oracles to give unto us : 

89 To whom our fathers would not obey, but thrust him \ 
from them, and in their hearts turned back again into Egypt, 
40 Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go before us : for | 
01 /or this Moses, which brought us out of the land of Egypt, 
we wot not what is become of him. 

41 And th^ made a calf in those days, and offered sacrifice • 
onto the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own bands. 

43 Then God turned, and gave them up to worship the host 
of ^heaven; as it is written in the book of the prophets, O ye 
hMm XsradL have ye offered to me slain beasts and sacrifices 
ihdf tmme ttf forty years in the wilderness? 

48 ITeny ye took up the tabemade Moloohi and the star 
of fmjae god Bmophan, figures which ye made tp wordnp 
them: am 1 wiU cuurry you away beyond Bab^^ 


SEmcnoKs upon Acts vn.— Moses showed hiti^ a low of * 
peace. lake him we should endeavour to potUr flw jjood 

counsel into the flames of strife, even though wa but Etttp 

hopes of success. Blessed ore the peooa^fl^kwia^ 
many years a stanger in the land of Midiw; yet* m hiS dwtont 
solitude, he enjoyed much of God's feUowriup apd mai^ tokeiis of 
his love. A wildemoss with God’s presence aud sUwIm^ is ohsng^ 
into a paradise, and becomes even a gate of heaven. Bmieveri are in 
the wildomesB of this world j and in the wUdernoss they have the 
unspeakable and delightM enjoyment of the presenoe of their God, - 
who sees all their afflictions, who sup^rts them tmder all their 
(fictions, and will in duo time deliver mem out of them all. 

PEAYEB. 

H oly and gracious Spirit, we humbly supplicate thine aid 
while wc draw near to the Lord our God in the name of 
Jesus, to present our evening sacrifice. With reverence and 
godly fear wc would draw near unto thee, thou searcher of the 
hearts of the children of men. Thou art the all-aeeiii|, the 
omniscient God. Thy knowledge is essential to thywft mi 
infinitely independent of all beings. Thou art the uncreated 
Sun of knowledge and wisdom ; and all the knowledge which 
men and angels enjoy is only a beam of thy brightnesst With 
whom didst thou take counsel, and who instructed thee? Who 
taught thee in the path of judgment, and taught thee know^ 
ledge, or showed thee the path of understanding ? The hearts 
of all men are open before thee. Thou only knowest 
hearts of the children of men. Thou lookest to the end# of 
the earth, and secst under the whole heaven. Darkuess hideth 
not from thee, but the night shineth as the day ^ the darknpss 
and the light are both alike unto thee. 

What shame ought to fill our mijids, when we think of the 
manner in which we have conducted ourselves in the j^resehce 
of thee, ail holy and omniscient God I Alas, our imaginations 
and purposes have been allowed to take their own corrupted 
I coursjc within us, as if tbino omniscience bad not keen pur 
witness. We have spoken with our lips as if we bad not been 
under the ear of an omniscient God. And our actions have 
been rash and vicious and sinful, as if there had been no nU-* 
seeing Jehovah taking cognizance of the conduct of meti- 
Lord, forgive this our sin, and may we no more be under the 
influence of such atlieistical indifference. 

May we ever feel in thy presence that holy awe which 
Moses felt when he saw the glory and heard the voice of Qoi 
in the holy mount. 

We would mourn over the enmity and corruptian of 
human heart. May wc see in the strivings of the two Isra^tes 
a melancholy emblem of the discord and enmity which so 
generally prevail among the children of men. We lament 
so little love exists among those who profess the Christian 
name. Bless our congregation with peace. Bless 
churches with peace. Bless all the families with wbiok we 
ore connected with peace. 

May OUT beloved children love one another mora em4 
O give them and our domestics' pure Christian love^ fhoff 

survive tlie ravages of death, 

O Lord, as tlmu wast present in the burping bp 
sent with us in all our afflictions. As thou dlAlt 
self to Moses to be Abraham's God, in all our llHy 

we by faith hear the encouraging voipe of our Ora saylnir to 
us, I am the Lord thy God. ; ^ 

We thank thee, heav^nlv Faflw, fop ^ ^ # 

thii day, both personal jmd aopuil. W* fool fo mkf 0 
for preservation this night. Hay ire lie 
the blessed conviction that we are savw ^ 

wor&y of an latatm ! 




■ runiR ilffr .svtiuT. 

Onal MUltm. c. k. 

1 “t^HAT dilfonnt powfon of grace and sin 
Atteiid onr uiortal rtate ! 
lluto the fhoug^ta tJiat trotk ▼ifhin, 

Aid do the iro-ha 7 .hate. 

. r . i |l^ I^oih^lBin, aad groan, and die, 

' . 'WUleaiii and Bates reign; 

IfoR ndae my aoum of triiunph high, 

For gtaee prevails again. 

A So dailaMM struggles with the light. 

Till perfect day arise ; 

Water and fire maintain the fight, 
tintll the weaker dies. 

- WATrs,.i4a, jj.y/. 

JUDGES XVI. 

Samson's Failings, 

k KD it Md the Oazites, sayings Samson is come 
hither. And they compassed him in, and laid wait for 
him all night in the gate of the city, and were quiet all the 
night, Baying, 111 the morning, when it is day, we shall kill him. 

t And Samson lay till mimiight, and arose at midnight, and 
took tho ddom of the gate of the city, and the two posts, and 
went away with them, bar and all, and put them upon his 
i^onlderB, and carried them up to the top of an hill that is 
belbei ftebron. 

4 And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in 
the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah, 

5 And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and 
said unto her. Entice him, and sec wherein his great strength 
/felAj and bjr what means we may prevail against liim, that we 
may bind mm to afflict him : and wo will give thee every one 
of us, deven hundred pieces of silver. 

6 And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, wherein 

thy m^t strength Ueth, and wherewith thou mightest be bound 
tb afflict thee. i 

7 And Samson said unto her. If they bind me with seven | 
green withs that were never dried, then shall 1 be weak, and | 
be as another man. 

8 Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven 
green withs which had not been dried, and she bound him 
with them. 

9 rifow there tvere men lying in wait, abiding with her in 
the chamber, and she said unto him, The Philistines be upon 
thee, Samson. And he brake the withs, as a thread of tow is 
Inoken when *it toucheth the fire. So his strength was not 

khbwn. 

10 Delilah, said unto Samson, Behold, thou hast 
modSmd me| and told me lies : now tell me, I pray thee, 
whlwisWiA thou mightest, be bound. 

11 Ahd he said unto her. If they bind me fast with new 
ropes that never were occupied, then shall I be weak, and be 
as another man. 

12 Bi^iiah therefore took new ropes, and bound him there- 
' with,, and Siid unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. 

liers in wait abiding in the chamber. And he 
ls^|die.l3ieitt ^emn off his arms like a thread. 

DrfiWi said unto Samson, Hitherto thou hast 

Wk ^ told me libs : tell me wherewith thou mightest 
bejboim^^ And he said unto her, If thou weavest the seven 

U with the pin, and said unto him. The 
PhpMilN^ thl» Samson. And he awaked out of his 

pin of the beam, and with the web. 




And what are temptations^ They are snares which entangle the 
soul: they are fettets and cords which bind it fast : they are polluted 
mire which cover it with the vilest deformity. Lot our earnest 
prayer be, ''Lord, lead us nqt into toinntation, but deliver us from 
evil!’* Samson placed an unhallowed ofFcotion upon Beliluh, a 
graceless woman, and brought upon himself those cmamitiqs which 
hastened his death. Let us take warning, and learn to acknowledge 
Qod in all our ways, and he wiU direct our steps. 

PEAYEB. 

O LOED our God, we adore thee in all the wise and 
righteous arrangements of thy providence. Thy judg- 
ments are unsearchable, and thy ways past finding out. Thy 
plans and purposes are often concealed amid impenetrable 
clouds of the darkest mystery. In language of humility 
and reverence wc would acknowledge, " O the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are thy judgments, and thy ways past finding 
out Clouds and darkness are round about thee, which Joo 
eye can penetrate. 

We adore and praise thee in all the dark, mysterious, and 
afflictive providences which have respected ourselves. Infi- 
nitely wise and just have all thine arrangements been^ and 
thou hast mingled mercy with all thy judgments. Thou docst 
great things past finding out, yea, and wonders without num- 
ber. Behold, God taketh away, and who can hinder him? 
Who will say unto him, What doest thou ? 

O Lord, we acknowlcdge that wc have greater reasons to be 
amazed at thy mercy than at thy judgments. We deserve 
thy judgments, for we have forsaken thy covenant, and we 
have gone astray like sheep prone to wander. If thou hadst 
left us to have been filled with the consequences of our devioes, 
thou wouldst only have dealt with us as we deserved. This 
thou hast not done. Thou hast visited us with undeserved 
mercies without number. We would therefore sing, 0 give 
thanks unto the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy endureth 
for ever! May we be among the number who shall have 
reason to sing of mercy for ever and ever. 

Mai/ our dear children see their need of mercy. Early 
may they knock at mercifs door, O teach them to knock 
in faith ; then thou wilt oj^en^ thou wilt allow them to enter f 
and wilt give them all the blessings of thy salvation. 

Bestow on our aged friends enlarged communications of 
strengthening mercy, while they feel their natural stren^h 
decay; and give them enlarged communications of comforting 
mercy, while they feel their natural and temporal enjoyments 
diminish. 

Impress, O Lord, on our minds what we have now read of 
the failings of Samson, one of IsroeFs deliverers. Lord, 
preserve us, and particularly our young friends, from the 
pernicious influence of vain and licentious society, Convince 
us, O Lord, that their house inclineth unto death, and their 

f laths unto the dead ; that their house is the way to hell, 
ending down to the chambers of death. Preserve us all, and 
particularly our young friends, from fleshly lusts. However 
dear their indulgence, may they remember that ungovemed 
lusts are the fetters by which thousands have been bo^d> and 
cast into that world of perdition, where lusts rage with all thoir 
fury, but where the miserable inhabitants do not receive so 
much as one drop of water to cool their tormented tongues ! 

We earnestly pray that none of us may be under the domi- 
nion of lusts ; but may all of us be under the dominion of 
grace. May we preserve onr garments deen this day from 
the pollutions of the flesh. Mny thy law be onr guide, both 


Aoogli a duld of God, 
inglMSMi. UmiSt to wmj temptations. 


iA rae duties which rei^ect the body Aad the soul. 

A^pt our thauka fbt thy proriueAtial goodness duHug the 

^orgiTe onr sins and hhar oilr prayera, fbr Jesus’ sake.^ Amen. 



TWENTY-THIED >ViS8ILrfW*il?A'f 


vam BAiNT. 

Munich, AlicStixet, Sterling, 

1 THOU, that hast redemption wrought, 

BftTiour of souls thy blood hath bougjit ; 

To thee our spirit wo commit, 

Mighty to rescue from the pit, 

2 Millions of blissful souls above. 

In realms of purity and love, 

^ With songs of endless praise proclaim 
The honours of thy faithful name. 

3 When all tho powers of nature failed, 

Thy ever constant care prevailed ; 

Courage and joy thy friendship spoke. 

When over^” mortal bond was broke. 

Douoatooic. 

ACTS VII. 

Drat/i of Stephen, 

O UR fatlicrs had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, 
as lie liad appointed, speaking unto Moses, that he should 
make it according to the fashion that he liad seen. 

46 Which also our fathers that came after brought in with 
Jesus into the posseasion of the Gentilcfl, wliom Ood drave 
out before the face of oui' fatlicrs, unto the days of David ; 

46 Who found favour before God, and desired to find a 
tabernacle for the God of Jacob. 

47 Rut Solomon built him an house. 

48 Howbeit, the Most High dwclleth not in temples made 
with hands ; as saith the prophet, 

49 Heaven is tny throne, and earth is my footstool : what 
house will ye build me ? saith the Lord : or what is the place 
of ray rest ? 

50 Hath not my hand made all these things? 

51 Ye stiffnecked and uucircumciscd in heart and ears, ye 
do always resist the Holy Ghost ; as your fathers duly so 

doje. 

52 Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? 
and they have slain them wdiicli shewed before of the coming 
of the Just One ; of whom ye have been now the betrayers 
and murderers : 

53 Who have received the law by the disposition of angels^ 
and have not kept it, 

64 When they heard these things, they WTre cut to the 
heart, and they gnashed on him with t/teir tcetli. 

56 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stead- 
fastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing on the right hand of God, 

66 And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the 
Son of man standing on the right hand of God. 

67 Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their 
ears, and ran upon him with one accord, 

58 And cast hhn out of the city, and stoned him . and the 
witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man’s feet, whose 
name was Saul. 

59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon Gody and saying. 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 

60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord 
lay not this sin to their charge. And wdien he had said this, 
he fell asleep. 

BBTLECTioira UPON AcTs vu. — The tabernacle in the wilderness was 
a satisfying evidence that God was present with, and in the midst 
of, his peo]^e. A devout Israelite could nover look on that sacred 
ieni, see tho cloud suspended over it, without saying with holy 
satildhotion, thankfulness, and joy, **The Lord is mere.” What 
tegim have we to rejoice that we have in the midst of us tho lamp 
ef silfaiioii, the ordiinances of religion, and the cogrta of tho living 
Gkid t Seouliaidy blossed was the deaUi^and departure of Stephon. 
Lfta me iHviiie Ikwd, he died llessing his murderers. Before 
930 


entering heaven, he saw heaven’s glory* Before leerfvlM 
crown, he saw bis Lord in aU the ndendour <hislieeUatori^ 
and then his happy spirit tookits flight to the tmsm 


PRAYEIL 


I Tl^E desire, most merciful Father^ to improgch thy agoifed 
} ▼ ^ throne, under a deep impression of thy |pfftokTO eott^ 
descension. Though thou art the inflnitely glorious Jehonik 
thou lookest down on us worms of the dust with mettJy JUfl 
grace. And though we are unworthy to take thy hedy ngiM 
into our lips, we are permitted to address thee as our Father 
who art in heaven. Though wo deserve to be for ever jdaoefl 
in circumstances of tho greatest ignominy for our offences 
and guilt, thou art willing to give us a place in thy heaven, 
and to allow us to sit down beside thee on thy throne. 

And what are wc that thou shouldst command us to past < 
our bm'dcns over on the Lord ? Many of our burdens have 
been formed by our own sins ; and we deserve to be pressed 
down into despair by their overwhelming weight. But 8U(di 
is thy compassion, that thou stretchest out tl^ hand to bold 
us up and to sustain us when we are ready to mint and die. 

As a family may we especially enjoy thy help. Blessed are 
tliey who have tlicc for their help. May we have all the pleas- 
ing marks that wc are a family blessed of God. May wo be 
among the godly who are set apart for thyself. May wO'Ue 
a people formed for thyself, that wc may show forth , thy 
praises on earth, and shout thy melodious praises for ever ill 
heaven. 

The mercies of another day loudly call for the thankfiilnesas 
of our hearts. We adore thy sovereignty in continuing mer- 
cies with us withheld from thousands. O let not thy sovereim . 
gooodness prove an aggravation of our sins, which must w ^ 
the case, if wc remain hardened and ungrateful amid the con-, 
stant manifestations of thy goodness. 

Wc commend ourselves, our relatives, and friends, to thy 
protection this night. May the afflicted, for whon^ restless 
nights are appointed, find rest in Christ. May their hopes of 
immortality be hxed on the righteousness of Christ idone; 
then assuredly they shall exchange the sufferings of the vale 
of tears for that fulness of joy which is at God’s right band 
for evermore. 

Impress on all our hearts the reading of the Scriptures. May 
our understandings be enlightened, and may our affections be 
purified. Let the daily and regular reading of the Word of life 
prove the daily food ^^<1 nourishmeijt and comfort of our 
souls. 

Wc thank thcc, O Lord, that as Israel had thy tabemade 
in the wilderness, wo have thy Word and ordinances in the 
desert of this life. May we vdue them all, and, as a family, 
grant that our enjoyment of the services of the domestio , 
altar may prove a harbinger of tho employment and felicity of 
heaven. 

Sanctify to us what we have now read of the death of 
Stephen. Like him, may wo be filled with the Holy Ghost. 

By faith may we often look up steadfastly into heaven, txA 
see the glory of God, and Jesus as a triumphant Mewipr 
sitting at the right hand of God. 

Have mercy on our children and servants^ and mdke t!^ 
witnesses for Christ, May they satnr^ly know 
boldly confess him before men, , ‘ 

Show kindneM to our aged friends. When o6n^,^ 
die, majr they die as Stephen did, and say, Lord Joa^, 
our spirit. " / , ^ 

We humbly look unto thee, O Hearer of 
answer unto our feeble and imperfect supplioittiob^ 
sake, to whom be glcxry and dominion, obir mA evect 
Aifiosu 



TWBNTir.THIRD WEEK.- gATURDAY MORNING. 


BABYLON BALLING, 

WMer^i, PmvrUh, London* Oantm^nry* 0. K. 

1 the glories of thy love, 

* ^ We sound thy dreadful name ; 

The Christian church unites the songs 
Of Moses and the Lamb. 

2 Great God, how wondrous aro thy works 

Of vengeance and of grace ! 

Thou King of saints, Almighty Lord, 

How just and true thy ways ! 

8 Who dares refuse to fear thy name, 

Or worship at thy throne ? 

Thy judgments speak thine holiness, 

Through all the nations known. Watts, 5 (», n. /. 


{ the lords, and upon all the people that were therein* So tiie 
dead which he slew at his death were more than they which 
he slew in his life. ^ 

Keflections upon Judges xvi. — Though many blemishes were 
connected with the life of Samson, ho was still a child of God, and 
I a type of Christ. His birth was preceded by remarkable predic- 
tions. Like the mother of our Lord, on angel was sent to announce 
to the mother of Samson the approaching birth of her son. Ho was 
consecrated and sot apart for the service of God, and for the interests 
of the Church. Ho fought with tho enemies of the Church with 
extraordinary zeal, bravery, and success. Most splendid were his 
victories, and they were gained by himself alone. Most marvellously 
ho trampled upon the neck of his numerous, proud, and powerful 
foes. Finally, ho died for his people ; and by his death accomplished 
the ruin of Israers enemies. In these respects ho was an illustrious 
type of Jesus. 

PRAYER. 

A LMIGHTY God, the God and Father of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, we adore thee as the author of our 
being, the ereator of our bodies, and the former of our spirits. 
Thou art the fountain from whence all our comforts and bless- 
ings flow. If thou sliouldst for one moment withhold thine 
hand, we should perish and die, and all the streams of our 
enjoyment would instantly disappear. lu thine hand, 0 
Lord, is power and might. Thou hast an arm of grace, to 
save those who come unto thee; and thou hast an arm of 
vengeance, to destroy such as despise thy mercy. We rejoice 
on accoimt of the hopes of salvation furnished by the Gospel 
of Christ. We bless thee that there is a throne of grace, 
and that we have access to that throne as individuals and 
as a family. On the morning of another day we draw near thy 
sacred presence, and seek salvation through our Savioui'^s death. 

We supplicate thy forgiveness of the sins committed this 
week. Convince us more and more of the alarming danger 
of unpardoned guilt. And may wc give ourselves no rest, till 
we have fled to a pardoning God, to seek forgiveness through 
a Saviour's blood. Lord, we seek pardon ; we seek forgive 
ness now. We come polluted and guilty; O say unto us, 
Your sins are forgiven ; go in peace, and sin no more. 

Wc thank thee for the mercies of the night, and for the 
mercies of the week. May our hearts never be strangers to 
feelings of thankfulness and love. 

Preserve us, O Lord, from tho temptations of this day. 
May our bodies not only be preserved from disease, hut our 
souls be preserved from sin. May we live this day under the 
impression that thy day is near ; and may our meditations be 
preparatory to the engagements of thy holy Sabbath. 

We beseech ihee^ heavenhj Father^ make our beloved chil- 
dren spiritual NazariteSy holiness to the Lord, Give them 
grace to obtain signal victories over all their lusts: may 
they and our servants he conquerorSy and more than con- 
querorSy through Christ who loved them. 

As the judge of Israel was peculiarly influenced by God's 
spirit in the victories he gained over the enemies of the 
Church, may we receive the graces of the Spirit in large 
measure, that we may resist Satan and all his temptations, 
and that wc may trample the world under our feet. 

May we see, O Jesus, in the betraying of Samson by his 
professed friend, an emblem of thy cruel treatment, when 
Judas betrayed thee. Peter thrice denied thee, and all thy 
disciples forsook thee and fled. Suffer us not, blessed Saviour, 
ever to deny thee, ever to betray thee. May no dangers, no 
difficulties, ever deter us from adhering firmly and constantly 
to thy cause. Make us faithful unto death ; then shall we 
receive a crown of life. 

Blessed God, we supplicate an answer to our prayers, m 
Jesus' sake. Amen. 

TT 


that were therein* So tSie 


JUDGES XVL 

^ SaoMon'a Death, 

A ND she said unto him, How canst thou say, I love thee, 
when thine heart is not with me? Thou hast mocked 
me these three times, and hast not told me wherein thy great 
strength lieth. 

16 And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her 
words, and urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto death; 

17 That he told her all his heart, and said unto her, There 
liath not come a razor upon mine head; for 1 have been a 
Nazaritc unto God from my mother's womb : if I be shaven, 
then my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, 
and be like any other man. 

19 And she made him sleep upon licr knees ; and she called 
for a man, and she caused him to sliave off the seven locks of 
his head ; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went 
from him. 

20 And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. 
And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at 1 
other times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that 
the Lord was de()artcd from him. 

21 But tho Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and 
brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of 
brass ; and he did grind iu the prison house. 

22 Ilowbcit the hair of his head began to grow again after 
he was shaven. 

28 Then the lords of the Philistines gathered thorn together 
for to offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and to 
rejoice: for they said, Our god hath delivered Samson our 
enemy into our hand. 

24 And when the people saw him, they praised their god : 
for they said. Our god hath delivered into our hands our enemy, 
and the destroyer of our country, which slew many of us. 

26 And it came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that 
they said, Call for Samson, that he may make us sport. And 
they called for Samson out of the prison house ; and he made 
them sport : and they set him between the pillars. ' 

26 And Samson said unto the lad that h(dd him by the 
hand, Suffer me that I may feel the pillars whereupon the 
house standeth, that I may lean upon them. 

27 Now the house was full of men and women ; and all the 
lords of the Philistines were there ; and there were upon the 
roof about three thousand men and women, that beheld while 
Samson made sport. 

28 And Samson called unto the Lord, and said, O Lord 
God, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray 
thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at once avenged 
of the Philistines for my two eyes. 

29 And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon 
which the house stood, and on which it was borne up, of the 
one with his right hand, and of the other with his left. 

80 And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And 
he bowed himself with all his might ; and the house fell upon 


TWENTY-THIBD WEEK.— SATUEDAY BVEllIKG. 


DSFENCB OF THE GOSPEL. 
ObkAdtor. Mehetdbel. Pr<mdence OdUege, FoUctt 

1 OHALL atheists daro iusult the cross 

Of our incamato God ? 

Shall infidels revile his truth, 

And trample on his blood ? 

2 What if ho choose mysterious ways 

To cleanse us from our faults ! 

May not the works of sovereign grace 
Transcend our feeble thoughts ? 

3 What if his Gospel bid us strive 

With flesh, and self, and sin I 
The prize is most divinely bright 
That we arc called to win. 


Watts. 


ACTS VIII. 

SiicccM of the OoapeL 

A nd Saul was * consenting unto his death. And at that 
time there was a great pcirsecution against the church 
which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad 
throughout the regions of Judiea and Samaria^ except the 


2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made 
great lamentation over him. 

3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into 
every house, and haling men and women committed them to 
prison. 

4 Therefore they tliat were scattered abroad went every 
where preaching the word. 

6 Then Pliilip went down to the city of Samaria, and 
preached Christ unto them. 

6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those 
things w'hich Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles 
which he did. 

7 For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of 
many that were possessed tviih them : and many taken with 
palsies, and that were lame, were heahid. 

8 And there was great joy in that city. 

9 But there was a certain man, called Simon, which before- 
time in the same city used sorauy, and bewitched the people 
of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one : 

10 To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the 
greatest, saying, This man is the great power of God. 

11 And to him they had regard, because that of long time 
he had bewitched them with sorceries. 

12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things 
concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus 
Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 

18 Then Simon himself believed also : and when he was 
'baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding 
the miracles and signs which were done. 

14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard 
that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto 
them Peter and John : 

16 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, 
that they might receive the Holy Ghost. 

17 Then laid they t?ieir hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Ghost. 

18 And when Simon saw that through laying on of the 
apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them 
money, 

19 Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I 
lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. 

20 But Peter said unto him. Thy money perish with thee, 
because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be pur- 
chased with money. 


Kiflxcxiovb inoK Acts vui. — What .a couti’ost is presented by 
the unoonverted and the oonverted lift of the great Apostle of the 
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Gentiles ! He assisted at the martyrdom of Stephen, and closed^ 
own life by being a distinguished martyr for the &th of Oh ^t. 
How solemn and honourable the interment of Stephen! whift 
surviving saints were weeping below on aooount ct his death, his 
happy spirit was mingling with the redeemed before the throne, 
and engaged in singing the praises of God and tho Lamb. The 
martyr’s sufferings were soon followed by the martyr’s etown. 

PRAYER. 

TJI7E desire, O Lord, with reverence and joy to approach 
^7 the throne of grace, in the name of Jesus, our Advo- 
cate and Mediator. We adore thee as the preserver of men. 
Lord, thou hast made all things, and thou preservest them all. 
When we think of the way in which thou hast led us, and of 
the continuance of thy providential goodness, from our feeble 
infancy to the present moment, we have reason to use the 
language of thy servant in ancient days : Thou hast granted 
us life and favour, and thy visitation presen^cth our spirit. 
In six troubles thou hast preserved us, and in seven no evil 
has befallen us. When we were brought to the very brink of 
the grave, thou didst preserve us ; thou didst restore our soul. 
When multitudes were falling down on the right hand and 
the left before the breath of the destroying pestilence, thou 
didst preserve us from all evil, thou didst preserve our soul. 
We desire to call to mind the numerous bodily diseases, 
afflictions, and pains from which thou hast delivered us. We 
lament that we have benefited so little by those marked and 
unmerited instances of thy sovereign goodness. 

If there arc any of our beloved relatives or friends now 
suffering bodily afflictions. Lord, mitigate their sufferings; 
but, al)ove all, sanctify them. Bring them out of the furnace, 
but let them be brought out purified, and more conformed to 
the image of our holy Saviour. 

Prepare our children for affliction. We thank thee that 
they have been hitherto preserved. If in early days thou 
shouldst lay them on the bed of sickness, may they find that 
it is good to bear the yoke in their youth. 

May our minds be suitably affected with what we have now 
read. We thank our God for the liistoiy of the progress of 
the Gospel, at the beginning of the Christian Church. Wo 
praise thee that the persecutions which furiously raged, and 
which were designed to destroy the Gospel in its commence- 
ment, were overruled by thy providence for the extraordinary 
furtherance of the truth. We bless thee that in all parts of 
the earth wliere thy faithful servants^ suffered death for the 
truths of the Gospel, almost invariably the blood of the 
martyrs has proved the seed of the Church. 

As the Church lamented over the death of Stephen, may 
w e lament and mourn over the death of those who were great 
and useful ornaments of thy Church. While we have reason 
to rejoice over the felicity of the departed, may we mourn 
over the great loss sustained by survivors. 

As the apostles were scattered abroad, and preached the 
Word everywhere, may the Gospel be preached m every dark 
and benighted corner of our })cloved land. Would to God 
that every minister wlio beam the name of Christ resembled 
Philip in preaching Christ ! May Christ in his person, Chrftt 
in his offices, Christ in his cross, and Christ on ms throne, be 
the great and blessed theme of the discourses of all who pro- 
fess to be the ambassadors of the great Redeemer. 

We thank thee for the mercies of the day and of the week ; 
and we implore thy blessing to attend us this night. May we 
arise from our beds in health and vigour on the memsing of 
thy Sabbath, to engage in the services of thy day, and in tibe 
solemnities of thy house. 

Graciously forgive our sins, and hear our pmywi, fbr Jhius' 
sake, our Lord and Saviour. And may the graoe of ilie Lotd 
Jesus Christ bo with us all Amen. 


TWaSTY-POUETH WEBE.— SABBATH MOBNlKa. 


WAWim TO ICAGXI91UTB8. 

JBaiU0m0. Frottindm. Oltf liailL SuceUK, llMv. 

1 JUDGES, vho mlo tho world by laws, 

^ Will ye despise the righteous cause, 

When the isjured poor before you stands ? 

Din'e ye condextm the righteous poor, 

And let xioh siimers ’scape secure, 

While gold and greatness bribe your hands? 

2 Haro ye for^t, or never knew, 

That God will judge the judges too ? 

High in the heavens his justice reigns; 

Tet you invade the rights of God, 

And send your bold decrees abroad, 

To bind tho conscience in your chains. 

Watts, Ft . 68. 

PSALM LVIII. 

Wicked Rvlen, 


Jesus, the anti-type, had infinitely greater reason. He was pU^ 
before the tribunal of the worst of men, whose injustice and omelty 
could not bo surpassed, and who gave Um up at last to bo crucifi^ 
and slain by wicked hands ! God overrules the cruelty and injustice 
of the wicked as a blessing to his saints ; as it stimulates them to 
moke numerous applications to a throno of grace, to seek a Saviour's 
fellowship, a Saviour's counsel, and a Saviour's help. Such* applica- 
tions are never made in vain. 


of your hands in the earth. 

8 “The wicked are estranged from the womb : they go astray 
as soon as they be born, speaking lies. 

4 Their poison is like the poison of a serpent : they are like 
the deaf adder that stoppeth her ear : 

5 Which will not hearken to the voice of charmers, charm- 
ing never so wisely. 

6 Break their teeth, 0 God, in their mouth ; break out the 
great teeth of the young lions, O Lord. 

7 Let them melt away as waters which run continually : 
when he bendeth hie bow to shoot his arrows, let them be as 
cut in pieces. 

8 As a snail which meltcth, let every one of them pass away : 
like the untimely birth of a woman, that they may not see 
the sun. 

9 Before your pots can feel the thorns, he shall take them 
away as with a whirlwind, both living, and in his wrath. 

10 The righteous shall rejoice when he sceth the ven- 
geance : he shall wash his feet in the blood of the wicked. 

11 So that a man shall say. Verily there is a reward for the 
righteous ; verily he is a God that jifdgeth in the earth. 

PSALM LIX. 

Prayer to he ddiva*ed from Enmiee, 

D eliver me from mine enemies, O my God : defend me 
from them that rise up against me. 

2 Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, and save me 
from bloody men. 

8 For, lo, they lie in wait for my soul : the mighty arc 
gathered against me ; not for my transgression, nor for my 
sin, O Lord. 

4 They run and prepare themselves without my fault: 
awake to help me, and behold. 

6 Thou therefore, O Lord God of hosts, the God of Israel, 
awake to visit all tho heathen : be not merciful to any wicked 
transgressors. Selah. 

6 They return at evening : they make a noise like a dog, 
and go round about the city. 

7 Behold, they belch out with their mouth : swords are in 
tiieir lips : for who, say they, doth hear ? 

8 But thou, O Lord, shdt laugh at them ; thou shalt have 
all the heathen in derision. 

9 Because strength will I wait upon thee : for God is 
vof deftnise. ‘ __ 

won Psaxjc x-vni., ux.— It is a groat national 
oshonitv %faen unrighteous men fill places of rule, authority, and 
power/ Sai David, tho tjrps, leaion to complain of this evil? 


PRAYER. 

TI/TERCIFUL and Divine Father, let joy fill our hearts, that 
our lives are prolonged to tlie present hour, and that we 
arc most mercifully permitted, on the morning of another 
Sabbath-day, to assemble around the domestic idtar to hold 
fellowship with thee, the God of salvation. 

We adore thee, O Lord our God, in all thine attributes. As 
a family may we look on all thy perfections as lofty walls of 
defence around us, which will eternally preserve us from the 
malicious schemes of all our enemies. O Lord, thou art a 
righteous God. ’fhough in thy sovereignty and wisdom thou 
dost permit unjust rulers, for a season, to afflict the children of 
men, and to afflict the righteous, thou dost take cognizance of 
all their acts of iniquity, and in thy justice wilt inflict upon 
them merited vengeance. Thou wilt break their teeth, O God, 
in their mouths ; thou, O Lord, wilt break out the great teeth 
of the young lions. Thou hast in many instances made wicked 
rulers melt away as waters ; and when they bent their bow to 
shoot their arrows, thou didst cut them in pieces. We rejoice, 
O gracious God that, notwithstanding all the injuries thy 
people sustain from the hands of tlic wucked, there is a time 
fust approaching when thy children sliall receive from thy 
hand a crown of righteousness and of life. 

Holy Spirit, give us grace now to offer up suitable and 
earnest prayers for the blessed success of the Gospel which is 
to be preached this day. ])eoply impress the minds of all thy 
ministers with the solemn importance of faithfully and aflfec- 
tionately addressing the whole truth to the hearts and con- 
sciences of men. O that thy ministers, at the close of tho 
day, were able to address their flocks in the language of St. 
Paul : So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing 
to have imparted unto you, not the Gospel of God only, but 
also our own souls, because yc were dear to us. 

O Lord, we lay before thee the depraved and corrupted state 
of thousands who shall be present in thy courts. Lord, they 
arc estranged from the womb ; as soon as born they and we 
went astray, speaking lies. Sin, which has taken possession 
of their souls, is like the poison of a serpent. Alas, they lend 
a deaf ear to the sound of salvation ; they resemble the deaf 
adder, that stoppeth her ear ; which will not hearken to the 
voice of charmers, charming never so wisely. Lord, incline 
all their hearts to hear the voice of God, through the voice of 
thy servants. 

May our dear children no longer resemble the deaf adder* 
Jj)rd, open their ears, and incline their hearts to hear the voice 
of salvation. Grant that our servants may have their hearts 
impressed with the value of the soul, and the necessity of salva^ 
Hon through our Saviour^ s blood. 

Have mercy on our rulers, and may they be suhj^ts of 
grace. May the stream of salvation flow in the midst of 
all our universities, colleges, and Sabbath-schools. Let our 
Bible and missionary societies shine like the sun in its 
strength. O hasten the millennial glory of the Church I 
Let A^ham’s descendants bow before Jesus of Nazareth. 
Let the whole earth be filled with thy glory. Mercifully hear 
and forgive, for Jesus* sake. We woula ascribe to the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, one Jehovah, equal and undivided 
praises. 

Our Father which art in heaven, See. 

T® 2 


TWENTY-FOURTH WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


DIMPPOINTMEKT IN WAS. 
Ohriti^M Chm*ch. Wenterham. 8t, Mary*$. Wak 

1 T OBD, hast thou ciiat tho nation off, 

Must we for ever mourn ? 

Wilt thou indulge immortal wrath ? 
Shall morcy ne’er return 

2 Tho terror of one fVown of thine 

Melts oil our strength nway ; 

Like men that tottei^, drunk with wine, 
Wo tremble in dismay. 

3 Lift up a banner in the licld, 

For those that fear thy name ; 

Save thy beloved with thy shiold, 

And put our foes to sliamc. 


Watts, jHa. 60 . 

PSALM LIX. 

Midtry of the Sahite' Entitiiee. 

fpHE God of my mercy shall prevent me : God shall let me 
sec my desire upon mine enemies. 

1 1 Slay them not, lest my people forget : scatter them by 
thy power; and bring them down, O Lord our shield. 

12 For the sin of their mouth and the words of their lips 
let them even be taken in their pride ; and for cursing and 
lying whwh they speak. 

3 e3 Consume them in wrath, consume them, that they may 
not be: and let them know that God ruleth in Jacob unto the 
ends of the earth. Selah. 

14 And at evening let them return ; and let them make a 
noise like a dog, and go round about the city. 

15 Let them wander up and down for meat, and grudge if 
they be not satisfied. 

IG Put I will sing of thy power ; yea, I will sing aloud of 
thy mercy in the morning ; for thou hast been my defence and 
refuge in the day of iny trouble. 

17 Unto tbee, 0 my strength, will I sing: for God is my 
defence, and the God of my mercy. 

PSALM LX. 

God the Defence, 

^ GOD, thou liast cast us off, thou hast scattered us, thou 
hast been displeased ; O turn thyself to us again. 

2 Thou hast made the earth to tremble ; thou hast broken 
! it: lieal the breaches thereof; for it sbaketh. 

3 Thou hast shewed thy people hard tilings : thou hast made 
us to drink the wine of astonishment. 

4 Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it 
may be displayed because of the truth. Selah. 

6 That thy beloved may be delivered; save with thy right 
hand, and hear me. 

6 God hath spoken in his holiness; I will rejoice, I will 
divide Shcchem, and mete ont the valley of Succoth. 

7 Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is mine ; Ephraim also is 
the strength of mine head; Judah is my lawgiver; 

^ washpot ; over Edom will I cast out my shoe : 
Philistia, triumph thou because of me. 

9 Who will bring me into the strong city ? who will lead me 
into Edom? 

10 Wilt not thou, 0 God, which hadst cast us off? and 
thou, 0 God, which didst not go out with our armies ? 

t rt ^ from trouble ; for vain is the help of man. 

12 Through God we shall do valiantly : for he it is that shall 
tread down our enemies. 

PsAtK UK., ix.— Delightful and Ueased are the 
frmto ^uoed by the of faith. This Dirine tree brings forth 
ftot the grea^ ranety, and aa luxuriantiy in the whiter of 
as m the summer of prosperity. It is a tree which no 
stoms^ Oukb, which no elements can injure, and which no 

SSlir 


lightning can destroy. A dreadfhl doom awmts the impenitent 
enemies of Christ and his Church. Now, Gk>d is angiy with them 
every day, and the miseries of endless despair await them in tho 
world of spirits. God, for wise ends, may appear to oast off hisf 
people, but he never leaves them nor forsakes them. He may appear 
to {dlow thoir onemios to prevail, but it is only that their deuverance f 
may be more glorious and complete. 


PHAYEH. ^ 

^ LOKD, thou art the God of mercy. Give us grace to 
^ believe that thou wilt go before us in the exercise of this 
most comforting attribute, and that thou wilt let us see our 
desire on all our spiritual enemies. Thou art our shield, O 
Lord, most mighty. We have never been able to defend our- 
selves from temptations, or enemies, or sorrows; but thou hast 
been our defender and shield. As a family, we would sing of 
thy power: yea, both morning and evening we would sing 
aloud of thy mercy; for thou hast been our defence and 
refuge in trouble. 

At the conclusion of thy sacred Sabbath, and after the 
public solemnities of thy house, we desire to adore thee as the 
God of redemption. While angels so earnestly desire to look 
into a salvation never provided for them, may we, for ^bom it 
was purchased, dwell constantly in our thoughts lipon the 
pleasing theme, and may we ever ascribe glory and praise to 
the God of our salvation. 

What gratitude should inspire our hearts, that our lot has 
been cast in a land of Bibles, and of ministers, and of ordi- 
nances, and of privileges ! May we so value our inestimable 
privileges, as to wish and pray that all tribes of human beings 
throughout the earth may become sharers of the same privi- 
leges and blessings. ,, 

May our minds be suitably and savingly affected with the 
love of Christ to our fallen, ruined world. May wonder, 
gratitude, and joy be excited in our minds, by thinking on the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height of the love of 
Christ, which passeth knowledge. 

May imr dear children he taught by the Spirit of God to 
admire the love of God to sinful men. Lead them to merefs 
feet^ to seek with holy earnestness an interest in the love of 
God and righteousness of Christ. 0 may the love of God be 
shed abroad in the hearts of our servants. 

Glory to God in the highest, that the love of God, and 
redemption through his weil-beloved Son, have been pro- 
claimed this day in the ears of myriads ! Would to God that 
they who heard the tidings believed the gracious report I In 
particular, may each one of this family, and may all our rela- 
tives and friends, and may all who are associated with us in 
public congregational worship, learn in some measure how to 
value the love of Christ, who gave himself a ransom for many. 
May we by faith see his Jove displayed on the cross, where 
beneath our sins he groaned and died. By faith may we see 
the displays of his love in heaven, where he sits to idead our 
cause, by his almighty Fathers side. ' 

We would earnestly pray that the good news of our Saviouris 
love may soon overspread the earth; and let the glory of fiis 
salvation very speedily scatter, by the beams of its Divine 
bnghtness, the darkness of Pagan ignorance and idolatry 
which covers so great a part of the moral firmament of the 
nations of the world. 

O Lord, raay we retire to rest this night impressed most 
deeply mth what we have read and heard thu days and. 


Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, ke. 


TWEOTY-POXJBTH WEEK.— MONDAY MOBNING. 


rOLLOWINO CHRIST. 

OoUtge. Qiuibeo* Okamouth, Abridge. a m. 

1 T^EAR Lord, and will thy pardoning lovo 

” Embrace a wretch so vile ? 

Wilt thou my load of guilt remove, 

And bless mo with thy smile ? 

2 Hast thou the cross for me endured, 

And all its shame despised ? 

And shall I be ashamed, 0 Lord, 

With thee to be baptized ? 

8 Didst thou the great example lead, 

In Jordan’s swelling flood ? 

And shall my pride disdain the deed 

That ’s worttiy of my God ? Fellows. 

ROTH 1. 

NcumVe Afflictione. 

"VrOW it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, 
that there was a famine in the land. And a certain man 
of Betli-lehem-judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, 
he, and his wife, and his two sons. 

2 And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name 
of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons Mahlon and 
Chilion, Ephrathites of Beth-lehem-judah. And they came 
into the country of Moab, and continued there. 

8 And Elimelech Naomi^s husband died ; and she was left, 
and her two sons. 

4 And they took them wives of the women of Moab : the 
name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth : 
and they dwelled there about ten yearn. 

6 And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them; and 
the woman was left of her two sons and her husband. 

6 Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she might 
return from the country of Moab : for she had heard in the 
country of Moab how that the Lord had visited his people in 
giving them bread. 

7 Wherefore she went forth out of the place where she was, 
and her two daughters in law with her ; and they went on the 
way to return unto the land of Judah. 

8 And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law. Go, 
return each to her mother^s house : the Lord deal kindly with 
you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me. 

9 The Lord grant you that ye may find rest, each of you 
in the house of her husband. Then she kissed them ; and 
they lifted up their voice, and wept. 

10 And they said unto her, Surely we will return with thee 
unto thy people. 

11 And Naomi said, Turn again, my daughters: why will 
ye go with me ? are there yet any more sons in my womb, 
that they may be your husbands? 

12 Turn again, my daughters, go your way ; for I am too 
old to have an huslmnd. If I should say, I have hope, if I 
should have an husband also to night, and should also bear sons; 

18 Would ye tarry for them till they were grown ? would 
ye stay for them from having husbands ? nay, my daughters ; 
for it grieveth me much for your sakes that the hand of the 
Lord is gone out against me. 

14 And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and 
Orpah kissed her mother in law ; but Ruth elave unto her. 

16 And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back 
unto her people, and unto her gods : return thou after thy 
sister in law^ 

16 And Ruth said, Intreat ‘me not to leave thee, or to 
return from following after thee : for whither thou goest, 1 
go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy people 
•hall be mj peojde, and thy Ora my God. 

. BRFiRoxioirs upoar Bum n— ^in is the fruitftil source of all cala- 
mitbs wUoh aiBiet individuals, familiei^ and nations. Famine, war, 


pestilence, and death, are the corrupted, poisonous, fatal streams 
which flow from this fountain, and which for thousands of years 
have spread desolation and woe over the face of the earth. Naomi, 
deprived of her husband and sons, was peculiarly an afflicted and 
bereaved widow. How she must have felt her solitude— in a land 
for distant from her native home ! But she found God to bo the 
husband of the widow. In him she found a counsellor, a provider, 
and a comforter. She sowed in tears, while God haa in reserve for 
her in fhture years, and in the evening of her days, a harvest of 
remarkable prosperity and joy. 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, who hast commanded us to address thee 
^ as our Father w^ho art in heaven, we desire with humility 
and love, before engaging in the secular employments of the 
Tcek, to engage in fellowship with thyself. The whole earth 
is full of thy glor}% and all thy works praise thee, O Lord. 
We adore thee in thy wisdom, power, and goodness, so abun- 
dantly manifested even in creation and })rovidence. The works 
of thy hand, in the heavens above, and in the earth beneath, 
declare that thou alone art lie who stretched out the heavens, 
and laid the foundations of the earth. 

Blessed Jesus, thou art not only the Saviour of thy people, 
but thou art the Creator of unnumbered worlds. Thine, O 
Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the 
victory and the majesty, for all that is in heaven and in the 
earth is thine : thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art 
exalted as head above all. All things were made by thee, and 
without thee there was not anything made that was made. 
What god is there in heaven or in earth, that can do accord- 
ing to thy works, and according to thy might? What mortal 
knows thy sovereign power? Who dares oppose, if thou com- 
mand? God girds himself around with strength, and treads 
the rebels to the ground. 

O Lord, we would approach thy throne with the voice of 
thanksgiving and praise. We bless thee for continuing with 
us thy protecting goodness during the past night. We thank 
thcc that so many were engaged on the past Sabbath in pro- 
claiming the mercy and grace of God to sinful men. We 
praise thee for the assistance afforded to thy ministering 
servants, and particularly to thy servant appointed in thy 
providence to dispense among us the invaluable oracles of 
Ilivinc truth. In our walk and conversation may we mani- 
fest this day, and all our days, that we believe and feel the 
Gospel to whicli we listen ; that it is not to us a dead letter, 
but a living principle, sanctifying our heart and regulating 
our life. 

May our children and servants show pleasing evidence that 
they are impressed by a preached Gospel — that it is not to 
them the savour of death unto deaths but of life unto life. 

Let aged Christians, by means of public ordinances and 
private exercises, renew their strength, and find their faith 
become more lively and vigorous the nearer they approach 
the celestial world. . . 

Sanctify to us the portion of sacred history which has now 
engaged our attention. We bless thee that our land has 
not for ages been visited by the horrors of famine, and that 
scarcity of bread has not compelled us to fiee to distant parts 
of the earth. What reason have we to bless thee that we are 
not visited bv a famine of the Word of God, nor compelled to 
seek the food of our souls at the peril of our lives ! 

Suffer us not to flee from the cross, which our heavenly i 
Father wishes us to carry : but may we take up the cross, and 
follow Christ. Lord, render our present crosses blessings. 

O inspire us with a superlative attachment to Christ and 
his caiose. May all of us enter by faith on the Christian 
course, and pursue it with holy perseverance, till at last we 
reach our heavenly home. All we ask is for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
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TWENTlf-lWBTH WEBK.— -MONPAY JIVENIN&. 


iliUI DTINO, B18INO; AMD RBIONING. 

OtHomr^. J^omdling, Yarmouth, JDixodm, u, 

1 TT K dies ! the friend of sinnerB dies ! 

Xl £o, Bolem^s daughters weep around ! 

A. solemn darkness veils the skies ! 

A sudden trcmhling shakes tlie ground ! 

2 Come, saints, and make your tears to flow 
For him who groaned beneath your load ; 

*“ He shed a thousand drops for you, 

A thousand drops of richer blood. 

8 Here’s love and grief beyond degree, 

The Lord of glory dies for men ! 

But, lo ! what sudden joys wo see ; 

Jesus the dead revives again ! Watts. 

ACTS VIII. 

Ethiopian Eunuch. 

A nd the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, 
Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth 
down from Jcmsaleiii unto Gaza, which is desert. 

27 And he arose and ^Yellt : and, beliold, a man of Ethiopia, 
an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the 
Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had 
come to Jerusalem for to worship, 

28 Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias 
the prophet. 

29 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join 
thyself to this chariot. 

80 And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the 
prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou 
readest? 

31 And he said, How can I, except some man should guide 
me? And he desired Philip that ho would come up and sit 
with him. 

32 The place of the Scripture whi(jh he read was this, He 
was led as a sheep to the slaughter ; and like a lamb dumb 
before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth : 

33 In his humiliation his judgment was taken away : and 
who shall declare his generation ? for his life is taken from 
the earth. 

81* And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, 
of whom speaketh the prophet this ? of himself, or of some 
other man ? 

35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and Ixjgan at the same 
Scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. 

86 And as they w^ent on their way, they came unto a 
certain water : and the eunuch said, Sec, here is water ; what 
doth hinder me to be baptized ? 

87 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, 
thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God. 

88 And he commanded the chariot to' stand still : and they 
went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch ; 
and he baptized him. 

39 And when they were come up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw 
him no more : and he went on his way rejoicing. 

40 But Philip was found at Azotus : and passing through 
he preached in ill the cities, till he came to Caesarea. 

HsrxECTioNs UPON Acts vin. — Though angels are not visible to 
the Church, m in former ages, they are still ministering ^rits, sent 
forth to minister to them who are heirs of salvation. With great 
delight an angel delivered the heavenly and ju/ivine message to 
Philip— B message which respected the salvation of one of the great 
men of the earth, belonging to an order of whom our Saviour said, ^ 
Not many miffhtj, not many noble are called.” '^at a blessing I 
he has not sain ^^Notanyl'' Let it be our earnest prayer, that j 
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there may be an increase of^iety among the great and mighty of 
the earth, and that kings and prinoes and nobles may hasten, in 
groat numbers, to pay their homage at ImmanueTs feet. There is 
much to admire in the Ethiopian nobleman giving all glory to God, 
namely, his love to the Holy Scripturos, the earnestness with which 
ho read pivine truth, the humility and readiness with which he 
received instruction from Philipps lips, and the saving power which 
effectually applied Divine truth to his heart. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our Gtod, thou art over all, blessed for ever ; and 
we rejoice in thy universal government. Let the nations 
be glad and sing for joy, for thou shalt judge the ^ople 
righteously, and govern the nations upon the earth. !mesm 
Jesus, thou dost reign as the Qod and* the King of Zion; 
therefore, let the earth rejoice, let the multitudes of >he isles 
be glad. We desire to unite with thy people in their expres- 
sions of joy and praise, that the Lord our Saviour reigns; let 
the whole earth in songs rejoice, and distant islands join their 
voice. 

As a family, O Jesus, wo would acknowledge ourselves to 
be thy subjects. Thou hast an infinite right to reign over us. 
We acknowledge thy right, and we would now affectionately 
and earnestly entreat thee to take each one of ns under thy 
mediatorial dominion. 

Make our children and domestics thy loving subjects. To 
all around them may they testify they are Christas, and that 
they arc crucif ying the flesh, with its affections and lusts. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for the very pleasing and animat- 
ing account we have now read of the conversion to Christ of 
one who was in great power under Candace, the queen of the 
Ethiopians. Like him, may our great and mighty men devote 
a portion of their time to the daily perusal of the Scriptures. 
Give them a veneration for thy Word and ordinances. When 
they read the sacred Scriptures, may they understand iflrhat 
they read. Would to God that the hearts and lives of the 
rulers of our land were under the saving influence of the 
Gospel of Christ ! May men of piety, acknowledging the reign 
of Christ, and influenced by the spirit of Christ, ever fill otir 
places of authority. May they be able men, such as fear 
God, men of truth, and hating covetousness. May our gover- 
nors and legislators ever remember that it is tne wifi and 
command of God, that he who ruleth over men must be just, 
ruling in the fear of God. 

We express our thanks for the institution of tbe boly 
ministry ; and that it hath pleased God, through the initru- 
mentality of men of like passions with ourselves, to confer 
the blessings of salvation on our ruined race. Give all thy 
servants grace, to make full proof of their ministry, and to he 
determined to know nothing among their people hut JeeUi 
Christ, and him crucified. Divine Redeemer, we bless thee 
for the rich and glorious truths concerning thy humiliation 
and exaltation contained in the everlasting Gospel, and whluSi 
thy ministers have an opportunity of proclaiming in ears 
of the children of men. As Philip preached Jeaus to ttio 
Ethiopian stranger, may Jesus, in his person, offices, isalvatioiiEI, 
and reign, he fixUy preached by all who profess to be the 
heralds of mercy. Glory to thy name, O Jesus, that thou 
wast humbled for us I O make us willing to submit to htthii- 
liation and degradation for thee I We desire for ever to 
admire the ^ace, and to sing of the wonders of thy ha ’ 
willingly laying down thy life, that we might be saved Som 
the lowest hell, and enjoy a life of immortal glory in h^ven. 

We present our humble thanks for the health of body ^d 
tranquillity of mind we have enjoyed this day, and for the 
gracious supply of our daily returning wants. 

We implore thy gracious care and nrotesd^ tl^ nkht 
with the pardon or lul oiir sins, for Jesur like. AiilssL~' 









TWBNTY.FOUETH WBML-TUBSDAY MOBNINa 


ttiBDAK UfB OF BISITIAN, 
Armdth AnAmm * JBammotid * 

I f\ HAPPY Boul, that liyes on high« 
V While men lie groyelliiig hero I 
Hii hopes are £bced above the (Ajfi > 
And fai& fbrbids his \ i ^ 

9 His oonsdenoe knoWaWiero^atli^ 
While pe^ md^iWiOcinbino 
To form a life 
Aro hidden ind 

3 He waits infant oh his Qod^ 

Let ea^ bh aU in aims abroad, 
Heit#d3e in heevenly peaoo. y 


Watts, 81, JB , L 


BUT^ L 

iVboiii in - Mgth 49 hm . 


S O they t ir^» tmtil they dame to ^th-l^m; AMilt' 
came to y^dn tlwy 'Ww como ^ Bejidi4^ni/thy; 
all the city moved' dhtef th^^ and they saM/ is this 
Naomi? , . ' * 

20 And aba said, unto them^ Call me hot Nacmiij eaS^me 
Mara : for tibh Almifl^ty hath dealt very bitterly with me. 

21 I went out fiiU, and the I^hn hath brought me home 
again empty^^^hyi,l|^ oall ye me Naomi^ smng the Loaot 
hath teatm^ igdl^ Almigl^ hath i^icted me? 

22 So Bidh the M her 

daughter inl^ of the country 

of Moab : in the beginning of 

barley harvesl.^' ^ i - 
: :*• 

. M' • . ^ •, iNA glMija. 


Banxorioirs mir Bum x., n. — ^It is great oonsolation to beHoTero, 
9Qd Bather in Ohriat jnupares the cup of their lot 
cup bitter afflictions? It is to promote spi- 
1 pm the power and virulenoe of the maladies 

of.^eo^. widow, tasted the bitterness of 


and gatto^Cb^ ii^' P^'Juad the providential 

goodness of Ow astopfsh^ ithe oonnooti^^ 
of'oonpaMtivdy li^ ^ j;mt Importanbe^ Buth, a poor orphan, 
gleaaiag'in the hm a' nipn (if bpuldnoe and pioty, was 

apparondy of little’mc^l&tf t^^ldd W eyen^ oonnectod with 
w buih ]4hgS,:a]iid7thh ! Biith was a female 

anbdstress of King Daidd ahd lOdg Jesus ! 


A ND Nwdilpai Atd -a huidwnd^A a mig^y 

man otBUmeledi j and his name 

tuoa Boaz. c v.“<. \ 

2 And Bulh fihe Moabxt^jsaid un Naomi, Let me now 

f i to the after Am in whose sight 

shall find ; . And shb said unto her^ Go, my daughter. 

3 And she wmVan^l datiM^ gleaned in the field after 
the reapers : aird ^er nap #as to: light on a part of the field 
belonging untd BoaSj wb^o wots the kindred of Blimelech. 

4 And, b^dmldvwBqancanio'from Beth-lehem, and said unto 
the reapers, lieian'i&p^TO th' you. And they lowered him. 

The Lord ; 

5 Then set over the 

reapeiw, Wttoj»^dhmad^^^ 

6 And the was over the reapers answered 

and said, that came back with 

Naomi out 

7 And she sam, P pray ybii; let me glean and gather after 
the reapers ambyig the. dheavea*: so she came, and hath con- 
tinued even, tW morning until nw, that she tarried a 
little in the heuia.: 

8 Then sa^ Beas Rnth/ Heaoqeet Ihpto ncrt^ my daugh- 
ter? Go neik;*e'#aA*ii^ firomhence, 

but aWde hem . 

9 iief field th^ they do reap^ and go 

thou after the young m^ that they 

shall not when, thou art athirsA go unto the 

vessek, and which I0xe youug iueniligYe drawn. . 

10 bnd townd 

ground, ham I 

eyes, that Wm kimwledge nf. ine> aeemg 


n^Sd Boas awsirered and said unto her. It hath fidly 
bem simwed me, all t^t tlm hast done unto thy soother m 
Uw since the dmth of thumhusbi^ and Aw thou ^ left 
thy ftitber and thy inotberi and the land of thy nativity, and 
art come unto a people whleh then kuewwit not h«retofoie. 


PBAYEE. 

, TpBITLY, O Lord, thou art a prayer-hearing Ood« We 
^ bleiM tl^ that the prayers we presented when we lost 
assemble around the domestic altar thou hast graciously 
answ^r^i Then hast protected our dwelling, and preserved 
^ otir pe^ns.; thou hsst , given ns peace and rest Xgsin we 
apj^ar ’ befem thee as a family, in the capacity of humble 
suppi^ts, to s^ka renewal of thy mercies tp uf tl^ day; 
aiid t&t th(m i^ouldest. graciously preserve ua ^e cor- 
ruptions of bur own hearts, the temptations of the wicked 
one, and the jBnalres of a. deceiving w<^ld. In ^all our tem- 
fpxiiJi engag^ents may we be under the management of thy 
wWom and the ophtiiol of thy grace, that we be di^gent 
in Ihe'busmesa which respects time, and fervent, m.'iqpmt as to 
the soleinn realties which respect eternity. , . . ^ 

Hdvb xndrey on oui* aged friends, amid aB the and 

.^infirmity <mnnect6d with that period of life. Q let loot their 
age be borne down with poverty 1 May their b^.sup- 
pue^ jShundantly out of thy fulness, and theSr mm^a; ^ 
oveiwhelmed with anxiety about their tcmpmal s)^po^ If 
tried ^h pomtty^, may tbey resemble Naomi in epptenWent 
of Kemrt, and in submiBsion to the will and arrangmpipnfe of a 
good and a righteous God. 

Loril, have meirqy on our poor relatives. Though; poor as 
to the objects of tliis world, O may they be rich in gr^, rich 
in fafth, ^h in enmymeut, and rich m.thc pQai^on and 
exercise m a Evelyhope of the boundless bfe|UM|^biw, o^ 
Heavenly state. • r, ' 

Preseire uaall from the love of earthly riph^ t ^Si^r us 
not to love that which can never satisfy ^ an 

immortal soul. If wp are affected with a; Worl^y, cKijrotous 
spirit, mercifully and speedily deliver us firo^i Iove.tpf the 
world, which is iucompatihlc with the love pf (Gfod. ^ If any of 
our beloved relatives nxe under the dominion dt an affuricious 
spirit, O rescue them* from tlic fetters of the^ epprivity, and 
fill their hearts with the love of .^hris|; and ^aise their ejec- 
tions to the subEme realities of the heavenly world. ' 

O.Lprdf muy pur dear [children bpar n\ io 

Ruth in affection to their parents^ in eujbtfUifSou 
and in dependence on thy ^ \ , . 

G£^e US grace, Q Lpm^ fe see ^ lu^ in ^ 

;l3btis. Sidy we' ever remember that, Aough^ 
afflipt thy Tipple wilEnriy> thou' jost a^fet |#|^^aijd 
xhercifixDy. . Teadh u<mM> though thbd ' iu 
c the a^iptipns of tfayjfepplp, thpu 

eoiMhiS Vhidh, byHl^ulegsin^/ they yiela^ 

We seek from our God contentment with our lot. Often 
may we reflect on what we deserve, even thy wrath and curi^; 
ana may we be amased at the multitude of undeserved mercies 
with which the cup oi our lot is fiUed, pud overflows. 

Lord, hear these our jmyers, and forgive our sins, for Jesnsi 
our blessed Saviour’s awe. Amxsi. 

d&7 


TWENTY-POTJRTH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED? 

JSrook Street, Oarf^e Lcme, Boeton. Suffolk. c. m. 

1 *1^ OT unto U8 ; but thco alone, 

* Blessed Lamb ! be glory given ; 

Here shall thy praises be begun, 

And carried on in heaven. 

2 The hosts of 8i)irits now with thee 

Eternal anthems sing : 

To imitate them here, lo ! wo 
Our hallelujahs bring. 

D Had wc our tongues, like them, inspired, 

Like theirs our songs should rise ; 

Like them wo never should be tired, 

But love the saciificc. Asor. 

ACTS IX. 

PauVd Conrersion. 

A nd Saul, yet breathing out thrcateriinga and slaughter 
against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high 
priest, 

2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the syna- 
gogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were 
men or women, he might hnng them bound unto Jerusalem. 

3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus : and sud- 
denly there shined round about him a light from heaven : 

4 And lie fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto 
him, Saul, Saul, why pcrsceutcst thou me ? 

6 And he said, Who art thou, Tiord ? And the Lord said, 

I am Jesus whom thou pcrsceutcst : it is hard for thee to kick i 
against the thorns. 

6 And he treml)ling and astonished said. Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him. Arise, 
and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou 
must do. 

7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, 
hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 

8 And Saul arose from the earth ; and when his eyes were 
opened, lie saw no man : but they led him by the hand, and 
brought Aim into Damascus. 

9 And he was tliree days without sight, and neither did eat 
nor drink. 

10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named 
Ananias ; and to him said the Ivord in a vision, Ananias. And 
he said, Behold, I am //ere. Lord. 

11 And the Lord said unto him. Arise, and go into the 
street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house of 
Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus : for, behold, he praycth, 

12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming 
in, and putting Ais band on him, that he might receive his 
sight. 

13 Then Ananias Answered, Lord, I have heard by many 
of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at 
Jerusalem : 

14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to 
bind all that call on thy name. 

15 But the Loi'd said unto him. Go thy way: for he is a 
chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, 
and kings, and the children of Israel : 

10 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer lor 
my name’s sake. 

17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; 
and putting his hands on him, said, Brother Saul, the Lord, 
even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou earnest, 
hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and ])e 
filled with the Holy Ghost. 

Eeflbctioks ipojr Acts ix. — Saul, in his unconverted state, 
fiimished an example, seldom equalled, of the most deep-rooted, 
maagnont enmity against Christ, his cause, and his people. He 
828 


was determined upon the very and utter extinction of the Christian 
faith. Such attempts arc as foolish as an attempt to obliterate th 
sun from the heavens, or to pluck up the everlasting hills by the 
roots. The religion of Christ is a tree planted by the right hand of 
Jehovah, and therefore the power of earth and hell combined can 
never be successful ' in its destruction. How monrellous and how 
marked the conversion of Saul, which disarmed in a moment the 
most violent and determined enemy of the faith — ^whioh changed the 
most malignant and furious adversary into the most devoted and 
zealous friend, and which made a persecutor of the faith a preacher 
and advocate of the truth. Like converted Saul, may each one of 
us say, “ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do 

PRAYER. 

W E adore thee, O Lord, as the sovereign disposer of all 
events. Adversity and prosperity are equally under 
thy control. We have reason to exclaim, in the language of 
thy servant Job, Shall we receive good at the hand of God, 
and shall we not receive evil ? Thou art he who maketh sore, 
and bindeth up ; who woiindeth, and whose hands make whole. 

We thank thee that we have been preserved in health this 
day, and that we are enabled, in the enjoyment of many com- 
forts, to conclude the day before thy mercy -seat. We bless 
thee in behalf of all our relatives and friends whom thou hast 
preserved from tasting the bitter cup of affliction. We look 
•up unto thee, O Lord, as our defender from evil this night, 
and humbly hope that thou wilt restore us to the light of 
another day. 

Blessed Jesus, we would rely on thee as our defence. In 
the prospect of all the sufierings, disappointments, and dangers 
to which we may be exposed in the future period of our live«, 
we would look to thee as our defence. We will wait upon 
thee, for God is our defence. In the past thou hast defended 
us ; in the future be thou our strong rock, and for an house of 
defence to save us. 

fpr our beloved children^ convince them their danger^ 
of their helpless situation^ and of the necessity of Jesus as 
their defence. Let each one oj them he instructed by thy 
Spirit thus to cleave to thee as their only defence^ and say, 
Thou art my rock and my fortress. 

We supplicate God in behalf of all our relatives and friends; 
and particularly those who are afflicted and aged. Whether 
they be afflicted by the temptations of Satan, or by bodily 
disease, or by poverty, or by the misconduct of those closely 
related to them, let thy grace, which is sufficient, be sufficient 
for them ; and be thou a very present nelp to them in trouble. 
May their and our afflictions be sanctified, and lead us con- 
stantly to thee our God, the blessed rock that is higher than 
man. 

We now^ pray that the reading of the Scriptures may be 
graciously accompanied by the illuminating innuences of the 
Holy Ghost. May the saving light which fell on the mind of 
Paul under the walls of Damascus, fall on ours. May not one 
of us die in a state of spiritual blindness. Heaven forbid that 
the light of conviction should never shkie on our souls till we 
open our eyes in the world of despair I Our heart is naturally 
filled with enmity against Christ, his Gospel, and his salva- 
tion. O mercifully subdue it, and let the blessed light of 
saving grace shine within us, and surround us. Let our 
minds be in a state of loving subjection to the will of God, 
that, with St. Paul, we may be ready to be, to do, or to suffer 
whatever our heavenly Father may require,. Would to God 
that each one of us were saying, in the language of the con- 
verted Apostle, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? Holy 
Spirit, take our minds and our bodies, our faculties, affections, 
and tidents, and let all be consecrate to the service our 
God and Saviour. 

All we ask is for Jesus* sake. Amen. 


lWlNTr-K)UBTH WBSK.— WBDNJfflDAY MORNING. 


ntXA$s SXTBMXMION. 

AfcMy. MmyUbcm. Chorsi$% Sunhridgt. o. K. 

1 A ITP can my heart aspire BO higli, 

^ To say, My Pa&er, God ! 

Lord I at &y mt I fun would lie. 

And learn to kiss the rod. 

9 I would submit to all thy 
For thou art good and wise : 

Let eyery anzibuB thought bo stilli 
Not Olio fisint murmur rise. 

8 Thy lore con cheer the darksome gloom 
And bid me wait serone, 

Till hopes and joys immortal bloom, 

And brighten ^1 the scene. Steels. 

RUTH II. 

jRu^A gUming. 

A ND when she was risen up to glean, Boaz commanded 
his young men, saying, Let her glean even among the 
dieaves, and reproach her not : 

16 And let lall also $ome of the handfuls of purpose for her, 
and leave them, that she may glean them, and rebuke her not. 

17 So she gleaned in the field until even, and beat out that 
she had gleaned : and it was about an ephah of barley. 

18 And she took it up, and went into the city : and her 
mother in law saw what she had gleaned : and she brought 
forth, and gave to her that she had reserved after she was 
sufficed. 

19 And her mother in law said unto her, Where hast thou 
gleaned to dav? and where wroughtest thou? blessed be he 
that did take knowledge of thee. And she shewed her mother 

. in law with whom she had wrought, and said. The man’s name 
with whom I wrought to day is Boaz. 

20 And Naomi said unto her daughter in law. Blessed be he 
of the Lord, who hath not left off his kindness to the living 
and to the dead. And Naomi said unto her. The man is near 

kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen. 

21 And Ruth the Moabitess said. He said unto me also. 
Thou shalt keep fast by my young men, until they have ended 
all my harvest. 

22 And Naomi said unto Ruth her daughter in law. It is 
good, my daughter, that thou go out with his maidens, that 
they meet thee not in any other field. 

28 So she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto | 
the end of barley harvest and of wheat harvest ; and dwelt ! 
with her mother in law. 

RUTH III. 

HtUh cmd Boaz, 

rpHEN Naomi her mother in law said unto her. My 
A daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may be 
well with thee? 

2 And now is not Boaz of our kindred, with whose maidens 
thou wast? Behold, he winnoweth barley to night in the 
tfaresfaingfloor. 

8 Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy 
raiment upon thee, and get thee down to the floor : but make 
not thyself known unto the man, until he shall have done 
eadng and ^iidcing. 

4 And it shall be, when he lieth down, that thou shalt mark 
the plaoe where he shall lie, and thou shalt go in and uncovbr 
his met, and lay thee down ; and he will tell thee what thou 
shalt do. 

6 she said unto her. All that thou sayest unto me 1 
wiUdo*'" 

BssfiscKioi^ niw Rbto: n., m.— The ^aning of Rut^ and &o 
miliiii of proridcoes which occomponied her humble, but useful 
0 (Mmpattcm, moiiU xem^ us of the zioh meroies which are to be 


gleaned in the sacred fields of Divine ordinances, where them b 
enough and to spare. Like Ruth may we glean with diligence ; let 
us never weary m well doing, ^^for in due time we shall reap, if we 
faint not.” Boaz was blessi^ of the Lord. He was one of the 
ancestors of the humanity of Christ. The Spirit of God dwelt in 
him. Grace shed lustre on his character and life. His wealth was 
not suffered to lift up his heart with vanity, but was made subser- 
viont to the glory of God, and the interests of the poor and needy. 
As a near kinsman,” Boaz was typical of Christ who has most 
mercifully made hims^ our near Kinsman, by becoming our Surety, 
taking upon him our nature, and redeeming for us the lost ixilieritance. 

PRAYER. 

T^E adore and praise thee, O Lord, as the fountain of all 
blessedness, and as the God of all comfort. The most 
desirable of earthly objects is nothing without thee. In every 
earthly comfort there is emptiness without thy blessing. Vanity 
of vanities, all is vanity ! Without thee, our light is darkness ; 
our wisdom, folly ; our wealth, poverty ; and all our tenoral 
comforts, misery in disguise. It is thine appointment, O Lord, 
that no blessing can be found apart from thyself, and that they 
who prefer the creature before the Creator, shall only find 
labour, disappointment, and sorrow. 

We thank thee for the most animating account we have now 
read of the submission and contentment of Naomi and Ruth, 
when tried by poverty and struggling with indigence. We 
bless thee for the manifestations of those shining graces in the 
old age of the one and in the youth of the other ; in the one 
stooping down to meet the grave, and in the other at the com- 
mencement of the active journey of human life. 

I Should we be visited with poverty, and called upon to 
struggle hard for the bread that perisheth, with Paul may we 
learn, in whatsoever state we are, therewith to be content. 
We bless thee, O Lord, for the example we have now read of 
poverty and piety united. In all our temporal difficulties, may 
wc possess godliness with contentment, which is great gain. 

I^rd, have mercy on the poor in our land, and give them 
an inheritance of grace here and of glory hereafter. May they 
not be cast down, because thou art refusing them an earthly 
inheritance, which is neither satisfactoty nor durable ; but may 
they rejoice that thou art willing to give them an inheritance 
which includes the joys of heaven, which will fill the boundless 
desires of the soul, and continue through the ceaseless ages of 
eternity. 

Have mercy on the graceless poor. Blessed God, brmg 
them under the sound of the Gospel, and the moralising 
influences of the ordinances of religion. Mav they resemble 
Ruth and Naomi, and be the possessors of that piety which 
will sweeten poverty, lighten the burden of indigence, and 
animate their souls with the cheering prospects of another 
and a better world, where the chilling blasts of want and 
sufiering are for ever unknown. 

Have mercy on the indolent p^r, and may they resemble 
Ruth and Naomi in diligence and industry. Rescue them fix)m 


Ruth and Naomi in diligence and industry, 
those careless habits which ever carry ale 


those careless habits which ever carry along wi 
and disgrace. 

O Lord, have mercy on the gracious poor. 


r. Rescue them from 
ong with them want 


May their 


spiritual wealth rapidly increase. May scarcity of this world^s 
comfort be connectea with abundant suppUea of heavenly 
enjoyment. 

May our dear children acquire that diligence in the things 
qf time whichy by thy blessing, will e/irtcA them with many 
comforts / and may ^ey acquire that diligence in the sereiee 
qf bod which will be the harbinger of the joys of heaven. 

We thank thee that thou hast not been unmindful of us 
during the past night. Give us grace to serve thee with con- 
Bcieiraous mligencQ this day. Forgive our sins, and hear our 
imperfect prayers, for Jesus our Redeemer’s sake. Aiii.en« 

v V 


.TWSNiry-FOUBTH ll|rBJlK.-rW^NW8P4T BVENIVO. 


fSSAL 0? THIS SAINTS. 

Ifp<^ P}M»mU. Chruiian,*i Triumph, KnarcAoro*, c. u, 

1 I^IVE me the wings of faith to rise 
" Within the veil, and see 

The saints above, how great their joys, 

How bright their glories be. 

2 Onoe they wore mourning here below 

And wet tlieir couch with tears ; 

T hey wrestled hard, as wo do now, 

With sins, and doubts, and fears. 

3 I ask thorn, whence their victory came ? 

They, with united breath. 

Ascribe their conquest to the Lamb, 

Their triumph to his death. 

^ Watts, 140, if.//. 

ACTS IX. 

Paul and Dorcas. 

A nd after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took 
counsel to kill him ; 

24 But their laying await was known of Saul. And they 
watched the gates day and night to kill him. 

25 Then the disciples took him by night, and let Aim down 
by the wall in a basket. 

26 And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he essayed to 
join himself to the disciples : but they were all afraid of him, 
and believed not that he was a disciple. 

27 But Barnabas took him, and brought Aim to the apostles, 
and declared imto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, 
and that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached 
boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. 

28 And he was with them coming in and going out at 
Jerusalem. 

29 And he spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and disputed against the Grecians : but they went about to 
slay him. 

80 Which when the brethren knew, they brought him down 
to Csesaroa, and sent him forth to Tarsus. 

81 Then had the churches rest throughout all Judsea and 
Galilee and Samaria, and were edified ; and walking in the 
fear of the liord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were 
multiplied. 

86 Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, 
which by interpretation is called Dorcas : this woman was full 
of good works and almsdeeds which she did. 

87 And it came to pass in those days, that she was sick, 
and died ; whom when they had washed, they laid her in an 
upper chamber. 

38 And forasmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the 
disciples had heard tliat Peter was there, they sent unto him 
two men, desiring Atm that he would not delay to come to 
them. 

89 Then Peter arose, and went with them. When he was 
come, they brought him into the upper chamber : and all the 
widows stood by him weeping, and showing the coats and 
garments which Dorcas made, while she was with them. 

40 But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and 
prayed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise. 
And she opened her eyes : and when she saw Peter, she sat up. 

41 And he gave her hia hand, and lifted her up : and when 
he hod call^ the saints and widows, presented her alive. 

42 And it was known throughout all Joppa; and many 
believed in the Lord. 

48 And it came to pass, that he tarried many days in Joppa 
with one Simon a tanner. 

^ BiuxemoKs upon Acts ix. — Very soon after Saul’s oonvenion, I 
his sincerity was brought to a severe test. His life was sought, and 
the Jewish enem^ of Christ aud his cross longed to 4^od his Mood. 
Their intended rictun was especially under the care and guarmCnship 


of Christ. He was destined to lead a lifis of unpsrallolea nseftil* 
ness, to proclaim the Gospel in nations and kingdoms, to pIMlt 
numerous churches, and in many places of tibo eATth to OTertum the 
worship of ideds, and to establish the worship of 
and true God— the God of solvatiop ; therefore no craft of his enemies 
I could succeed iu depriving him of life until he hadoompleted the 
work which his Divine Saviour gave him to do. When that work 
was done, when he finished his course, he was ready to reedve the* 
martyr’s crown, and ho nobly died the mark’s death I like him, 
may our lives be distinguisned by useftilneBS, and at last may we 
receive the crown of life ! 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, and our fathers* God, we adore thee as 
the God and the guide and the mardian of all those 
families which fear thy name. Thou didst promise to be the 
God of the families of Israel ; O be the God of our family, 
and of all the families with which we are connected. Thou 
dost set the solitary in families ; thou hast formed tts a fiun^y ; 
in our family capacity thou hast preserved us; all our wanm, 
as a family, thou hast most graciously and Abundantly sup- 
plied : and we trust thou hast given us some desire to encom- 
pass the domestic altar as we now do, apd to supplicate the 
salvation of Christ, in whom all the families of the earth slmll 
be blessed. O Lord, we seek not for ourselves, as a fitmily, 
worldly wealth, distinction, or power ; but we would now most 
earnestly and humbly pray, that thou wouldst give us the 
treasures of the covenant of grace, the blessing of salvation, 
the sure mercies of David. We seek an alliance with thy 
family, the Church. May all our domestics, and may all our 
beloved children, be members of the family of Jesus, and shew 
to all around tliat they bear a saving resemblance to their 
Father who is in heaven. 

Have mercy on those families with which we are connected, 
and who arc living without the fear and the worship of God. 
Lord, we pray for them with emotions of affection, earnestness, 
aud pity. We mourn over their circumstances, and enr to 
heaven that their hearts may be brought back to God. Miy 
these words of the inspired volume most deeply affect their 
souls ; Pour out thy fury on the heathen that Know thee not, 
and on the families that call not on thy name. Suffer them 
no longer to live in a course of disobedience to thy laws and 
neglect of thine ordinances, which must inevitably bring down 
upon them the vials of thy wrath. 

Wc pray, O Lord, that our minds may at all times be suit- 
ably impressed when we read thy holy Word. Give us the 
satisfying evidence that, like Paul, we are converted by Divine 
grace. May we be iu reality on the Lord’s side. Boldly, yet 
prudently, may we ever testify to all around us that we Are not 
ashamed of Christ. O Lord, give a double portion of thy Spirit 
to all thy ministering servants. May zeal for the honour 
of Christ, and may compassion for immortal souls, be their 
animating motives in sounding the Gospel trumpet. 

Under the successful labours of thy servants, may all ihf 
churches have rest, living in harmony with each otiier> pre^ 
serving the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. May all 
the churches be edified by the faithful preaohii^ of the 
truth, as Clirist himself has given it. May au the 
walk in the fear of the Lord ; and may they be multiplied iu 
the comfort of the Holy Ghost. 

May the example of Dorcas be extenaively imitited itil 
the daughters of Zion ; and inay thousaad||» iiad m 
thousands, the recipients of their counsels .and tiieir (dUfftidePb 
have reason to call them blessed. t 

We thank thee for thy care of us during the past 4l9ri;lg4 
we pray for a continuance of thy kindness durmg w tdjgbt 
Lord, hear our jpetitions, and forgive our sim, tot tbs fiki of 
Jesus, our Mediator and Redeemer. Apem ' 


MoiNiNo. 


, .TU nmyyr wnvtt tim>ux>. 

^ Jfew JSagie Sirmt, 

Eoi^^^irit, come ! 

^ Witt energy diyine; 

And on thii poor blighted fioul 
With beams of mercy shine. 

!From the celestial hills, 

Iii&, light, end ioy dispense ,* 

And may I daily, hourly feel 
Thy quickening influence. 

Melt, melt this frozen heart : 

This stubborn will subdue; 

Baoh eril passion oyercome. 

And iotm me all anew. 


fiEDDOMlE. 


plays of his condescension, mercy, and lore? Then let us with 
humility and oonfldenoe fall down before him, and pray, ** Spread 
oyer us the skirt of thy righteousness, for thou art our near Kins- 
man: bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh.” He will not-— he 
cannot lend a deaf oar to our cry. As Boaz answered the prayer of 
Euth, JoBus will meroifhlly answer our supplication. Ho will do 
imto us all that wo require ; he will bring forth the best robo and 
put it on us. He will take us into coyenant with himself; he will 
inyest us with spiritual and imperishable wealth ; and, at last, place 
us beside himself upon lus throne. 


RUTH III. 

Mu(h and Boom. 

A ND it catne to pass at midnight, that the man was afraid, 
and tiirned hiinself : and, behold, a woman lay at his feet. 

^ And he nald, Who art thou? And she answered, I am 
Bflth thine handmaid : spread therefore thy skirt over thine 
tiandmkid : for tliou art a near kinsman. 

10 And he sSid, Blessed be thou of the Lord, my daughter: 
fiyr thou hast shewed more kindness iu the latter end than at 
the beginning, inasmuch bA thou followedst not young men, 
whether poot or rich. 

11 And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to tliee all 
thtti thou requirest ; for all the city of my people doth know 
that thou art a virtuous woman. 

12 And now it is true that I am thy near kinsman : how- 
beit there is a kinsman nearer than I. 

18 Tarry this night, and it shall be in the morning, that if 
he will perform unto thee the part of a kinsman, well ; let him 
do the hinsman^B part : but if he will not do the part of a 
kinsman to thee, then will I do the part of a kinsman to thde, 
tu the Lord liveth : lie down until the morning. 

14 And she lay at his feet until the morning ; and she arose 
Up before one cotdd know another. And he said. Let it not 
be knowti that a woman came into the floor. 

16 Also he said, Bring the vail that thou hast upon thee, 
and hold it. And when she held it, he measured measures 
of barley, and laid it on her ; and she went into the city. 

16 And when she came to her mother in law, she said, 
Who drt thou, nay daughter ? And she told her all that the 
min had done to her. 

17 And she said, These six measures of barley gave he me; 
fhr he said to me. Go not empty unto thy mother in law. 

RUTH IV. 

^ Buih and Boaz, 

rtiHEN went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down there : 

and, behold, the kinsman of whom Boaz spake came by ; 
onto i^h«n hb •aid, Ho, such a one! turn aside, sit down 
heW. And ho titfned aside, and sat down. 

2 And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said. 
Sit ye down hete. And they sat down. 

8 And fie said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come 
likain out of Uie country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, 
wiiidh wots oar brother Elimelech’s : 

4 And I Oiought to advertise thee, saying, Buy if licfore 
the fcrtutbitgntsj and before the elders of my people. If thou 
#flt ir ed-oem U, redeem it: hut if thou wilt not redeem it, thm 
tdfi 9^ Sutt I may know : for there is nofae to redeem it, be- 
«de f id I after thee. And he said, I will redeem */. 

8 said Bott, What day thou buyest the field of the 
4f NSKrinL thoo, must buy it also of Knth the Moabitess, 
Km tiSh MT dOad, to raise up the name Of the dead upon 

isisf it.— Is Jisus orm near 

Sht he beoesae w and Amddied the most astonlshiiqf dis- 


PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, we acknowledge our inability to approach 
thy throne in prayer, with becoming feelings of heart, 
without the assistance of the Holy Ghost. Divine Spirit, we 
know not what to pray for without thy teaching ; and we can- 
not present our prayers with earnestness, reverence, and faith, 
without thine influence. Our Father who art in heaven, we 
implore the fulfilment of thy promise in our experience, as a 
family and as individuals : This is my covenant with them, 
saith the Lord : my Spirit that is upon thee, and my words 
which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy 
mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the 
mouth of thy seed’s seed. I will pour out my Spirit upon 
you, and I will make known my words unto you. Holy 
Spirit, wo would breathe after thee ! Display to us the light 
of truth, and make us know and choose the way. 

When we read the Scriptures, may we' enjoy the teaching 
of the Spirit. When we hear the Gospel, by the power of the 
Spirit may our hearts he opened, and may Divine truth enter 
and rcigii for ever. Let the Holy Spirit visit all the churches. 
Let them wait and long and pray for thy gracious visits. 
Come, Holy Spirit, and visit withered, formal churches, where 
no sacred vitality now appears. Let there he a shaking among 
the dry hones in our valley of vision. 

Merciful Spirit^ let thine influences descend upon our off- 
spring. Earnestly we pray that they and our servants may 
be among the living in Jerusalem. 

Praise to thy name, O Jesus, that thou art revealed to us 
as our near kinsman. Thou didst not take upon thee the 
nature of angels, but the nature of men. Glory to thy name 
that thou didst espouse our nature, that thou mightest redeem 
for us our lost inheritance. Eternal praises to thee, O Lamb 
of God, that thou hast bought back the inheritance by thy 
precious blood. Teach us more and more to see the necessity 
of thy righteousness, for our acceptance with God, and for the 
pardon of sin. We come to seek for each one of us an in- 
terest in thy righteousness. O spread this thy skirt over us, 
for thou art our near kinsman. We arc encouraged to come, 
and boldly to seek this comely garment ; for thou wilt not 
cast us away. Thou hast said, Him that cometh unto me I 
will in no wise cast out. May none of us enter the valley and 
shadow of death, till we are able to sing. We are not redeemed 
with corruptible things, such as silver and gold, hut with the 
precious buxid of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot. 

O Jesus, fill our hearts with love to thee, as our redeeming 
God. May we love thee more than the nearest and dearest 
of Oarthly relatives, hlay a knowledge of thy personal excel- 
lences fill our hearts with a superlative love. May a know- 
ledge of thy sufferings and death, a knowledge of the infinitely 
valuable price thou didst freely give, to purchase for us the 
joys of heaven, fill us with that ardent love which many 
waters cannot quench, nor floods drown. 

We thank thee for the mercies of the night; and may we 
Uve fhk day as thy redeemed sulgeots and loving children. 

GHracdously hear, pardon, and accept, for Jesus our Be* 
deemer's ssilto. Amen. 

u u S ^1 


TWENTY-^OUIlTH WBIK.— ^HUESDAY BVENINO. 


BRBA.THIMa AFTBR THB SPIRIT. 

Fmerol New Oxmiem, JBri^hUulmUm, a m. 

1 piOMEi Holy Spirit, hearenly dove, 

^ With eH thy quickening powers, 

Kindle a flame of sacred love 

In these cold hearts of ours. 

2 Look, how we grovel here below. 

Fond of these trifling toys ; 

Our souls can neither fly nor go 

To reach etoanal joys. 

3 Hear Lord ! and shall we ever lie 

At this poor dying rate } 

Our love so faint, so cold to thee. 

And tiiino to us so great ? Watts, 34, £, IL 

ACTS X. 

Peter and Comdiut. 

rpiIERE was a certain man in Csesarca called Cornelius, a 
A centurion of the band called the Italian band, 

2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, 
which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway. 

8 He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the 
day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, 
Cornelius. 

4 And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said. 
What is it. Lord ? And he said unto him. Thy prayers and 
thine alms are come up for a memorial before God. 

5 And nc*w send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, 
whose surname is Peter : 

6 He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by 
the sea side ; he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do. 

7 And when the angel which spake unto Cornelius was 
departed, he called two of his household servants, and a de- 
vout soldier of them that waited on him continually ; 

8 And when he had declared all these things unto them, he 
sent them to Joppa. 

9 On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew 
nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray 
almut the sixth hour. 

10 And he became very hungry, and would have eaten ; 
but while they made ready, he fell into a tr^ce. 

11 And saw heaven opened, and a eertain vessel descend- 
ing unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four 
corners, and let down to the earth ; 

12 Wherein were all manner of foxirfooted beasts of the 
earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. 

18 And there came a voice to him. Rise, Peter ; kill, and eat. 

14 But Peter said. Not so. Lord ; for I have never eaten 
any thing that is common or unclean. 

15 And the voice spake unto him again the second time, 
What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. 

16 This was done thrice : and the vessel was received up 
again into heaven. 

17 Now, while Peter doubted in himself what this vision 
which he had seen should mean, behold, the men which were 
sent from Cornelius had made inquiry for Simonas house, and 
stood before the gate, 

18 And called, and asked whether Simon, which was sur- 
named Peter, were lodged there. 

BiVLBonoirs TTPOir Acts x. — ^Though a military life is most un- 
favourable to piety, yet even among military men have been found 
examples of distinguished holiness and grace : witness a Joshua, and 
a Oorndiiis. Let us impartially inquire whether, like Comdius, 
we are devout, walking in the fear of God, maintiiiTiiTig religious 
order in oar ilunilies, meroifiil to the indict and afflicted, and 
constant and earnest in our approaches to a thr^e of grace?, XTu- 
qpeakaUe the fkssmm, distiiqifuished the honour, and mmense the 
beneftt, of loving and believing approaches to the throne of grace. ; 


This is more especially the ease when we have the httmUe^beii eyi^ 
conviction that our prayers are accepted and ^wered. Humefuiia 
are the predictions of the calling of the Gentiles mto the Churbh of 
Christ: let us rejoice that these prophecies are already so am|fly 
accomplished. 

PRAYER. 

ri BEAT and merciful God, graciously give us thy Hdy 
Spirit, while we engage in our domestio solemnities. 
Say to us as a family, My spirit remaineth among you, fear 
not. We have now read that Cornelius was a devout mmi, 
and one that feared God with all his houro. We earnestly 
seek that down-pouring of thy spirit, that will make the heads 
and the members of our family a society of thy devout and 
faithful worshippers. We would say to each other at this 
time, O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel 
before the Lord our maker. Lord, enable us to worship thee 
in the beauty of holiness. May our minds be suitably im- 
pressed with the nature of that worship which is acceptable 
to thee. Thou art the searcher of the heart, and may we ever 
remember, in all our approaches to thy throne, that thou 
desirest truth in the inward part. O make us in the inward 
part to know wisdom. And teach us to oflTer up pngrers in 
the name of Christ, and under the influence of humble and 
penitent hearts. Those sacrifices which are acceptable to thee 
are a broken spirit ; a broken and contrite heart thou wilt not 
despise. May wc have such a delight in thy service, and may 
we derive such benefit from thy worship, that we shall join 
the Church, and pray, that vain and worldly thoughts may be 
ever banished from our minds. May we soon obtain a gra- 
cious visit from our Lord, and enjoy the delights of his fellow- 
ship. 

We pray for an increase of worshipping and devout families. 
May our nilers, both civil and military, resemble the centu- 
rion Cornelius. Let not their families discover an absence of 
the fear and worship of God. In their situations of influence, 
may they show an example of piety and devotedness to Christ, 
which may stir up other families to seek and serve God. May 
our families of rank and power devote their wealth and in- 
fluence to the honour of thy name, and to the prosperity of 
thy kingdom. May their prayers and their alms come up for 
a memorial before God. May the graceless and careless mmi- 
lies of the great call to their remembrance the situation of 
Dives in the habitations of the lost, who was for ever stripped 
of all his delicacies and fond delights, and who was without 
even a drop of water to cool his torment^ and parched tongue. 

Wc praise thee, O Lord, for the means thou hast appointed 
for the conversion of sinners, and the building up of saints. 
We bless thee that we so richly enjoy these means. May the 
reading and preaching of the Word be rendered effectual in 
the conversion of all of us now before thee who have not yet 
felt the saving power, nor tasted the refreshing sweetness of 
Divine grace. 

Let all our children he made the early trophiee of a 
Saviour^s conquest. Let the beginning of their daye. and 


the youthful ardour of their livesy be ’devoted to Jesue ; and 
to a Bood old ase may they live the omamenie of hi* OaatteL 


to a good old age may they live the ornament* of Id* Cfoepet, 
We thank thee for all the bleasii^ of thy j^videnoe and 
grace we have enjoyed this day. Let onr daily offeoaes he 


We thank God for a place of abode, and that we ten not 
wandering, desolate exiles. We thank thee that we have M 
bed on wmeh to lay down oux head, while onr Saviour, the 
Lord of the universe, was without tiut aom&gr^ while .he 
tabemaided in ciroumatanoea of great humility 
sona of men. We implore the providential proteotion « our 
Ood this night, with the answer of onr pm«n^ find the 
pardmi of our siiia^ for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


TWENTY-FOUETH WSEK^fEIDAT MOENIKG. 


COMMUNION OF SAINTS. 

^ JfopMNMK. Xentm* Fbi§bm^. t. m. 

X) LEST are the sons of peace, 

^ "Whose hearts and hopes are one, 

Whose kind desigiu to serre and please 
Through all their actions run. 

Blest is the pious house 
Where seal and Mendship moot, 

Their songs of praise, their mingled vows, 

Hake their communion sweet. 

Thus when on Aaron’s head 
Thw poured the rich perfume. 

The oil through all his raiment spread, 

And pleasure filled tho room. 

Watts, Pi , 133. 


RUTH IV. 

Barly Hitiory of David^s Family, 

A ND the kinsman said, I cannot redeem it for myself, lest 
I roar mine own inheritance : redeem thou my right to 
thyself ; for I cannot redeem it. 

7 Now this was the manner in former time in Israel con- 
cerning redeeming and concerning changing, for to confirm all 
things j a man plucked off his shoe, and gave it to his neigh- 
bour : and this was a testimony in Israel. 

8 Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for thee. 
So he drew off his shoe. 

9 And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all tlie people. 
Ye are witnesses this day, that I have bought all that was 
Elimelech^s, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon^s, of the 
hand of Naomi. 

10 Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have 
I purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the dead 
upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off 
{rota among his brethren, and from the gate of his place : yo 
are witnesses this day. 

11 And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, 
said, We are witnesses. The Loan make the woman that is 
come into thine house like Rachel and like Leah, which two 
did build the house of Israel; and do thou worthily in 
Ephratah, and be famous in Beth-lehem : 

12 And let thy house be like the house of Pharez, whom 
Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed which the Loan shall give 
thee of this young woman. 

18 So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife : and she bare 

a son. 

14 And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the Lord, 
which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that his 
name may be famous in Israel. 

16 And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a 
nourisher of thine old age : for thv daughter in law, which 
loveth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, hath bom 
Wm. , 

16 And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, 
and became nurse unto it. 

17 And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, 
There is a son bom to Naomi ; and they called his name 
Obed : he is the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

18 Now these are the generations of Pharez : Pharez begat 

Hezron, • . , i 

19 And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat Amminadab, 

20 Amminadab begat Nahshon, and Nahshon begat 

Salmon, , j 

21 AjbA Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat OIM, 

22 And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David. 

SmnzmuNi UFON {turn xv. — Infinitely precious is the redemption 
of the ionL IFo ^mi by any means rodeexn his brother, or give 
fbr him a ransom* Thousands of lambs and oxen offered 


in saorifioe cannot redeem the soul. lUvers of oil, of the mesl 
fbgront perfiime, poured out, oannot redeem tho soul. Even a first* 
bom msented upon the altar, or the fruit of the body, offered for the 
sin of the soul, can make no atonement for human transgression. 
None but Christ, none but Ohiist was sufficient to make atonement 
for human guilt, or to recover tho lost inheritance. Por this purpose 
lie has shed his blood, he hath laid down his life. May them words, 
sweeter than the music of angels, sink deep into our hearts, and fill 
our souls with joy unspeakable, ** Deliver him ffom going down to the 
pit, for I have found a ransom.” What a delightful change was 
produced in the ciroumstonces of Ruth, through her alliance to Boaz. 
But who can conceive tho change produced in the state and circum- 
stances of a soul, when it becomes savingly united to Christ ? 

^ LORD, encouraged by thy promises, invitations, and 
” commands, we draw near to thy throne of grace, and we 
would affectionately and humbly unite in presenting our morn- 
ing sacrifice. We adore and praise thee for all those endearing 
and gracious names by which thou hast made thyself known. 
We bless thee that thou hast said and promised, I will be a 
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sous and daughters. As 
a family and as individuals, we would now, by the assistance 
of the Holy Spirit, claim an interest in thee as our Father. 
Thou, Lord, art our Father : we arc the clay, and thou art our 
potter; we are all the work of thine hands. 

We confess we have been disobedient children. We have 
wandered far from thee our Father; and unless thou hadst 
sought and found us, we still had been seeking after the wicked 
devices of our own heart. If thou hadst not sought us, and 
brought us under the means of grace, and conducted us within 
the fold of thy visible Church, long, long ere now, we bad 
been in the abodes of the lost, and our doom of misery and 
punishment irrevocably fixed. Lord, forgive our wanderings, 
and may we not only be brought back to tliee, but may our 
hearts be fixed on God. With the Psalmist, may we have 
reason to sing. Our heart is fixed, our heart is fixed, trusting 
in the Lord. 

Take the hearts of our dear children^ and let them be fixed 
on Christ, May they be fixed on his person,^ and admire him : 
may they be fixed on his wise counsels and obey them; may 
they be fixed on his ordinances^ and observe them. 

Bless to us the account we have read of the piety and affec- 
tion of Boaz and Ruth. We thank thee, O Lord, for pious 
relatives. Ever may we consider it a greater honour to be 
related to those who are good than to those who are great. 
Highly may we value our pious friends. May we value them 
as the children of God : may we value their counsels, and 
follow them ; may we value their example, and imitate it ; may 
we value their prayers, knowing that the effectual, fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availcth much. 

In all new relations and connections in life, may we earnestly 
seek to be associated with those who breathe the Spirit of 
Jesus, and who are clothed with his righteousness. May we 
travel together on earth with those who shall assist us in prose- 
cuting our journey to the heavenly state. May it be our object 
and delight to be associated with those here below with whom 
we hope to enjoy eternal fellowship before the throne of God. 

We thank thee, O Jesus, for the luxuriant fields of Gospel 
ordinances, where Gentiles as well as Jews are permitted to 
enter, and glean the truths of Divine wisdom and the blessings 
of eternal life. Blessed Saviour, we praise thee for putting m 
our way abundance of promises, exceeding great and precious. 
May all of us embrace such invaluable opportunities, and may 
we reap a rich harvest of heavenly gr^. 

We thwk thee that we have enjoyed thy watchful care 
during the past night ; and may we walk with God this day. 

Hear, O Lord, our humble and imperfect prayer, for the 
sake of Jesus, our Surety and Saviour. Amen. 


TWEWnr-potjRTH UTEfit.— PBii>AY 


THE BTIBITUAL COBONATION. 
(hrtmoHon. OoronaHon New, MiMe Lane. 

1 A LL hail, the power of Jesus* name ! 
^ Let angels prostrate fall : 

Bring forth the royal diadem, 

And crown him Lord of all. 

2 Crown him, ye martyrs of our God, 

'Vnio fi*om his altar coll ; 

Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod, 

And crown him Lord of all. 

3 Let everjr kindred, ovorr tribe, 

On this terrestrial ball. 

To him all migesty ascribe, 

And crown him Lord of all. 


ACTS X. 

Ooepcl firH preached to the QefntUee. 

^HEN called he them in, and lodged them. And on the 
morrow Peter went away with them, and certain brethren 
from Joppa accompanied him. 

24 And the morrow after they entered into Cmsaren. And 
Cornelius waited for them, and had called together his kinsmen 
and near friends. 

25 And os Peter was coming in, Cornelius mot him, and 
fell down at his feet, and wor8hij)ped him. 

26 But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up ; I myself also 

am a man. 

27 And as he talked with him, he went in, and found many 
that were come together. 

28 And he said unto them, Ye know how that it is an un- 
lawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company, or come 
unto one of another nation ; but God hath shewed me that I 
should not call any man common or unclean. 

29 Therefore came 1 unto you without gainsaying, as soon 
as I was sent for ; I ask therefore for what intent yc have sent 
for me ? 

80 And Cornelius said, Pour days ago I was fasting until 
this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house, and 
behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing, 

81 And said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine alms 
are had in remembrance in the sight of God. 

82 Send therefore to Joppa, and call hither Simon, whose 
surname is Peter ; he is lodged in the house of one Simon a 
tanner by the sea side ; who, when lie cometh, sliall speak 
unto thee. 

88 Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast 
well done that thou art come. Now therefore are we all here 
present before God, to hear all things that are commanded 
thee of God. 

84 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said. Of a truth I 
perceive that God is no respecter of persons : 

85 But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him. 

86 The wc^ which Ood sent unto the children of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ : (he is Lord of all :) 

87 That word, I say, ye know, which was published 
thronghout all Judsea, and began from Galilee, after the 
baptism, which John preached; 

88 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 

Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and 
healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was 
with him. 

EsfXSCTioirs UPON Acts x. — How exceedingly interesting to see 
Si Peto settiiig out upon his journey to preach the Gospel for the 
■ first tinoie to the Gentiles, on which oocasioii the first addition of 
Gkntilss to the Ohi^aii Church should take place. He, though 


~ y- — ^ MV, 

inipired, had urnudioei to remove. These by the miraculous vision 
of the desoended dieet from heaven, were speedily dispelled ; and 


tarns he was enabled, under the high aaaotion of tlw W and Hood 
of the Ohurch, to proceed, and invite, and penUMe Gmme num 
to enter into hie Christian fold, and to beoolho the aubjoeta <rf hia 
mediatorial kingdom. FaithftiUj and fSflly, aan^y and mooe^ 
fully he proclaimed the doctrines of tho Gospel, mid made known tho 
unsearchable riches of Christ ; and thus oomlnettoSd the entranoe of 
the Gentiles into tho Christian Church. 

PEAYER. 

H oly Spirit, mercifully impart unto us tly grace, that we 
may draw near to the throne of our God with reverence 
and godly fear. We adore thee, O Lord, as the God of pro^ 
vidence, as the sovereign disposer of all events, and as having 
and exercising the right of managing all creatures as seemetn 
thee meet. Wo acknowledge thy wise and righteous sove- 
reignty in all the afflictions which have come upon us in this 
vale of tears. Thou hast caused grief, but it bath been in 
mercy. When we have been laid upon the bed of languishing, 
it has been in mercy. When we have been injured in oui 
temporal circumstances, when our plans have failed, when our 
hopes have been frustrated, it has been all in mercy. When 
we have been deprived by death of dear and valuable relatives, 
we acknowledge it has been all in mercy. Thou didst not 
forsake us, thou hast not cost away our prayer, neither hast 
thou turned thy mercy from us. As a Father, thou hast had 
compassion upon us, according to the multitude of thy mercies. 
Thou hast been our help, and a very present help in the time 
of trouble. Wc thank thee that thou art saying to us, in the 
time of danger, of suffering, and of sorrow, O Israd, trust 
thou in the Lord, he is thy help and thy shield. Ever, ever 
may wc as a family be among the number of those of whom 
it is said, Happy are they who have tho God of Jacob for 
their help. 

May our hearts be duly sensible of the unmerited kindness 
we have received this day. Teach us to look on all our tem- 
poral bkssings as new covenant blessings, and as flowing to us 
through the channel of our Saviour’s righteousness. 

As the shades of night are beginning to surround us, we are 
reminded of our dependence upon thee ; therefore we renew 
our application to thee our God, for protection to ourselves 
and all in whom we feel interested. O give us that lively faith 
in Christ by which wc shall look upon the night of death as 
the harbinger of the glorious day of life immoi^l in the skies. 
Give us that faith in Jesus which will teach us to say, in the 
prospect of that night : When time wUh us shall be no more, 
we have a building with God, an house not made with bands, 
eternal in the heavens. 

We humbly seek the blessing of our God on the Word now 
read. May wc as a family admire and imitate the holy exam- 

i >le of Cornelius. As he anxiously and affectionately assembled 
lis kinsfolk and friends to hear the Gospel proclaimed by 
Peter, may we employ all the means in our power with our 
careless connections, to bring them under a preached Gkmpel, 
which is the power of God unto salvation, to the Jew first, and 
also to the Gentile, 

To all our children may the Gospel be a joyful sound; mA 
may they earnestly seek and believingly receive at the hand of 
Jesus the remission of all their sins. 

What reason have we to rejoice, O Lord, that the GantfieS 
are not excluded from the Church exf Christ I We tbttk Ood 
that we live in that period of the world when we see an nifrple 
fulfilment of this promise : And in that day there ataifiQ be a 
root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensim of ; 

to it shall the Gentiles seek : and his rest shaQ be glonoos. * 
Lord, hasten the dav when Jews and Gkntiles i^all be 
united together in emui sheepfold, acknowledgmg JeeuaaetltoiE 
exalted Lm. 

All N^e ask is fot Jesus’ Aake, our onl^ AltiiMt. 




Tfivoyyw yip! POVL TO QOD. 

ppion^ ChXUer KibimHu 

I Ajtti^i3iediem*ajang 

•f*- So mean a gift reward: 

offering, Lord! with joy we brijjg, 
nluoh thine <nwn hand prepared. 

9 Vo ow^ thy various claim ; 

And to thine altar move, 

The willing victims of thy grace, 

And boimd with cords of love. 

8 Descend, celestial fire ! 

The sacrifice infiame : 

Bo shall a gratefhl odour rise 
?%rough our Hedeemer’s name. 


s.a. 


DoDoaiDca 


1 SAMUEL I. 

J^OMnah*3 0iicf and Prayer. 

j^OW there was a certain man of Ramathaim-zophiin, of 
mount' Ephraim, and his name toas Elkanah, the son 
of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of 
Zuph, an Ephrathite : 

8 And he had two wives ; the name of the one was Ilan- 
nah, and the name of the other Peninnah : and Peninnah had 
children, but Hannah had no children. 

8 And this man went up out of his city yearly to ivorship 
and to sacrifice unto the Lord of hosts in Shiloh. And the 
two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinchas, the priests of the Lord, 
were there. 

4 And when the time was that Elkanah offered, he gave to 
Peninnah his wife, and to all her sons and her daughters, 
portions. 

5 But unto Hannah he gave a worthy portion ; for he loved 
Hannah : but the Loro had shut up her womb. 

6 And her adversary also provoked her sore, for to make 
her fret, because the Lord had shut up her womb. 

7 And as he did so year by year, when she went up to the 
house of the Lord, so she provoked her ; therefore she wept, 
and did not eat. 

8 Then said Elkanah her husband to her, Hannah, why 
weepest thou? and why eatest thou not? and why is thy heart 
gneved ? am not I better to thee than ten sons ^ 

9 So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and 
after they ^ad drunk. (Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat 
by a post of the temple of the Lord.) 

10 And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the 
Ijord, and wept sore. 

11 And she vowed a vow, and said, O Lord of hosts, if 
thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and 
remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give 
unto thine handmaid a man child, then 1 will give him unto 
the Loan all the days of his life, and there shall no razor 
come upon his head. 

18 Aud it came to pass, as she continued praying before 
the Loan, that Eli marked her mouth. 

18 Now Hannah, she spake in her heart; only her lips 
moved, but her voice was not heard : therefore Eli thought 
she had been drunken. 

14 And EU said unto her. How long wilt thou be drunken ? 
put away thy wine from thee. 

15 And Hannah answered and said, No, my lord, I am a 
woman of a sorrowful spirit ; I have drunk neither wine nor 

drink, but have poured out my soul before the Lord. 

18 Count not thine handmaid for a daughter of Belial : for 
the abundance of my complaint and grief have I spoken 
hitherto, r t 

iBijiDiL z.-*-EIkanah was greatly honoured in 

...J h.. i. 



one of m 


most distinguidied^of Old Testament 
Q<m| }■ JmIow.” Tlda ihoald z«* 


mmd iM that ^ u jealons a. -areU as morciM. He is. amd must 
te, jealoM of hu glonr. let us, therefore, under the bleiaed in- 
flnenoe of filial f«^ and love, beware of trifling with his prerogativos. 
Let it be the dolight of our hearts to give unto the Lord our God 
even our God and Father in Christ, the glory duo unto his name! 
In the mistake which the aged Eli formed of Hannah, we soe a 
striking iUustration of that truth, "Kan iudgeth from the outward 
appearance, but God seoth the heart.” Blesaed are they who are 
upright before God. ^ 

PRAYER. 

A LMIGHTY Creator and gi^ous Father, what reason 
^ have we to bless and mag^ thy name, that thou hast 
formed us rational beings, that thou hast given us faculties 
and powers, by which we are not only placed above the beasts 
which perish, but bear a resemblance to angels, the loftiest 
order of created intelligences I We bless thee that thou hast 
given us minds formed for knowing, loving, and enjoying 
thee. We thank thee for the faculty of speech, by whi^ 
we are fitted for the enjoyment of each otheris fellowship, 
and of imparting to each other, as the followers of the Iiamb 
of God, pleasures resembling the joys of heaven. 

We would mourn and weep over the sad and melancholy 
change which sin has effected upon our nature. We come to 
thee our God, that our souls mav be delivered from the love 
and reign of sin, and that all tne faculties and affections of 
our mind may obtain a blessed freedom from spiritual cap- 
tivity. Evermore give us thy grace, that wc may live up to 
the great end of our being — the glory and the service of God. 

We thank the Giver of all good for the comforts of the past 
night. Surely it bccometh us to begin the day with thanks- 
giving and praise. O Almighty Father, gracious Lord, the 
kind guardian of our days, let our hearts continually record 
thy mercies in early songs of praise. 

Wc implore thy presence, direction, and help, in all the 
lawful avocations and duties of the day. In this concluding 
day of the week, may we show forth thy praise, not only with 
our lips, but in our lives. May wc live this day as those who 
anticipate the pleasure of entering into thy courts on the 
approaching Sabbath, to hear of immortality, and enjoy fel- 
lowship with the Father, and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 

May the reading of the Scriptures at this time show us the 
importance of families living together in unity, and the neces- 
sity of cultivating gentleness and love, and banishing all 
malice and jealousy and envy. As a family, may we live in 
the exercise of ail the Christian graces and afibetions. May 
we bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 

Let the love of Christ reign in the hearts of all our children. 
May they not only love one another with natural affection, as 
children of the same family, but may they love each other as 
members of the family of Jesus, as fellow Jieirs of a heavenly 
inheritance. 

Teach us, O Lord, like Hannah, wlien our minds are afieotod 
with grief, to betake ourselves to earnest prayer. May we 
know what prayer is, and what the relief is which prayer 
affords. O give us the golden key of prayer, by which we 
can unlock the treasury of heaven. Convince us, that if we 
live in the neglect of prayer, we deprive ourselves of the 
greatest blessings, and deliberatelv shut ourselves out from 
converse with God, whose fellowship forms the chief enjoy- 
ment of heaven. May we know what it is to pour out our 
souls unto God in earnest supplications. 

Hast thou answered our prayers ? Lord, we praise thee for 
this distinguished mark of thy love. Give us grace, O Lord, 
to continue instant in prayer, till we enter the heavenly worlA 
where prayer will be exdhuui^ for praise. 

Hear, md answer, and fi)]^ve, tor Christ’s sake, our Advr 
cate and Surety. Atnen. 


TWENTY-FOURTH WEEK.— SATURDAY EVBNINO. 


THE GENTILES CALLED. 

BvMnffham* Bmnvnck. Oxford, Chaideitown, o. m. 

1 T)liAlS£ waits in Zion, Lord, for Dice, 

There shall our vows be paid ; 

Thou hast an ear when sinners pray, 

All flesh shall seek thine aid. 

2 Lord, our iniejuities prevail, 

But pardoning grace is thine. 

And thou wilt grant us power and skill 
To conquer every sin. 

3 In answering what thy church requests, 

Thy truth and terror shine, 

And works of dreadful righteousness 

Fulfil thy kind design. Watts, Ps. 65, p. L 

ACTS X. 

Oaitilcs Cortveiied. 

A nd they of the circumcision which believed were aston- 
ished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the 
Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Gliost. 

4*6 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify 
God. Then answered Peter, 

47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be 
baptized, udiich have received the Holy Ghost as well as we ? 

48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of 
the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days. 

ACTS XI. 

Peter acetued for going to the Gentilea. 

A nd the apostles and brethren that w ere in Judsea hcanl 
that the Gentiles had also received the word of God. 

2 And when Peter was come up to Jerusalem, they that 
were of the circumcision contended with him, 

8 Saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised and didst 
eat with them. 

4 But Peter rehearsed the matter from the beginning, and 
expounded it by order unto them, saying, 

6 I was in the city of Joppa praying : and in a trance I saw 
a vision, A certain vessel descend, as it had been a great sheet, 
let down from heaven by four corners ; and it came even to me: 

6 Upon the which when I had fastened mine eyes, I con- 
sidered, and saw fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild 
beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. 

7 And I heard a voice saying unto me. Arise, Peter ; slay 
and eat. 

8 But I said, Not so, Lord : for nothing common or un- 
clean hath at any time entered into my mouth. 

9 But the voice answered me again from heaven. What 
God hath cleansed, that cull not thou common. 

10 And this was done three times : «and all were drawn up 
again into heaven. 

11 And, behold, immediately there were three men already 
come unto tlie house where I was, sent from Caesarea unto me, 
12 And the Spirit bade me go with them, nothing doubt- 
ing. Moreover these six brethren accompanied me, and we 
I entered into the man’s house : 

13 And he showed us how he tad seen an angel in liis 
house, which stood and said unto him, Send men to Joppa, 
and call for Simon, whose surname h; Peter; 

14 Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy 
house shall be saved. 

16 And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, 
as on us at the beginning. 

Kbfleohovs upon Acts x., xi.*~How strange that the Jews should 
have &Ilen into the erroneous, unjust, and unreasonable opinion, that 
Gkmtile natums should never enjoy a place in Gk>d’s Church, or enjoy 
the blessings of Messiah’s reign ! and that they should be for ever 
doomed to be abandoned by Qod to an eternal exUe from his heaven! 
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This (minion was not confined to those Jews imly who still a&ored 
to the Levitical law, but was retained and cherished by those Jews 
who were converts to the Gfospel of Christ. But when tiliey saw fiio 
actual change which the preaching of the fisith of 0hxistpT0dtt(ied 
in the minds and lives of Qentiles, and that the Holy Gmoit was 
copiously poured out on them, as well as others, they were filled 
with wonder, thanldfulness, and joy. 0 may the Holy Ghost descend 
on us, as individuals, families, ana churches I 

PEAYER. 

H oly spirit, enable us at the close of the week, with true 
devotion of heart, to present our evening eacrifioe. We 
adore thee, O Lord, as the omniscient God. Thine ^es are 
upon the ways of men, and thou seest all their goings. Thine 
eyes behold and thine cye-lids try the children of men. May 
we most seriously think of thine omniscience, and be afiraid 
to sin in tlie presence of a holy and a righteous God. May 
we think of thine omniscience, and be astonished at our pre- 
sumption, in so frequently and so daringly sinning in the 
presence of a holy and righteous God. May the remem- 
brance of thiue omniscience fill thine enemies with terror, 
and induce them to lay down the weapons of their rebellion. 
Affect them with the thought, that there is no darkness nor 
shadow of death where the workers of iniquity may bide 
themselves. May thy people remember thy omniscience, and 
be comforted that the eyes of the Lord run to and fro, to 
show himself strong in behalf of those whose heart is perfect 
before him. 

Through the merit of our Saviour’s blood, we supplicate the 
pardon of all the sins of the past week and of our past life. 
O convince the impenitent, that though their sins are past, 
the guilt of their sins is not past, nor the account past, wnich 
must be given at thy judgment-day. Give us, 0 Lord, the 
grace of a penitent and broken heart, which is of great estima- 
tion in thy sight. And, O give us the full and the free par- 
don of ^1 our sins. Take, we pray thcc, the manifold trans- 
gressions of our past lives, and blot them out of the book of 
thy remembrance. 

We thank our God for all the mercies of the past week. 
Hast thou blessed us in our temporal callings ? hast thou pre- 
served us from temptation, and defended us from danger? 
hast thou assisted us iu duty, and blessed to our soul the 
means of grace? To thcc, O Lord, we ascribe all the praise; 
wc will praise and magnify thy name for ever and ever. 

We pray that thou wouldest continue thine undeserved 
kiiuluess with us this night ; and, if it is thy holy will, may 
wc rise ou the morning of another Sabbath-day, with hearts 
filled with thankfulness and joy, that the day of salvation still 
remains, and that overtures of mercy and reconciliation are 
still presented to our miserable and fallen world. 

May multitudes under a preached Gospel receive the Holy 
I Ghost, and magnify God as well as others. May we as a 
family, and as a congregation, be baptized of the Holy Ghost. 
Now, Divine Spirit, we commit into thy hands our semis, 
polluted and diseased by sin, and humbly entreat an interast 
in thy purifying influences. 

O take our beloved children and domeetiesg and eprinkShf 
them with the clean water qf thy grace; then they be 
clean : wash them, and they shau be whiter than the eery 
enow. 

We desire, 0 Lord, to remember with spratitude anff joy the 
occ^ion when Peter first preached to the Gentiles; imd we 
praise thee that so many felt the saving power ^ tbe Gos^ 
under his ministrations. Lord, have mercy on the myriads 
Gentiles now living without Christ and salvation and imM. 

Graciously hear the prayers of thine unworGiy sufiwi^ 
for Jesus’ sake. And may the grace of tha Lord Jesus GbriM 
be with us, now and for ever. Amen. 




'1 WJtNi i;.FIPl’U WEBK.— SABBATH MORNING. 


•AFBTT IN GOD. 

iVoQiM WoodUmit, Mipm* Jtfitmd* ffox^nt, s. m. 

1 "WTHESr oTorwholmed with grief 
* ^ My heart within me dies, 

H^loss, far from all relief, 

Id heayen I lift mine eyes. 

2 0 lead me to the rock 
That’s high above my head, 

And moke the covert or thy wings 
My shelter and my shade. 

3 Within thv presence. Lord, 

For ever rll abide ; 

Thou art the tower of my defence, 

The refhge whore I hide. 

Watts, Pa. 61 . 

PSALM LXl. 

Ood the Defence of hie People, 

EAR nay cry, O God ; attend unto my prayer. 

2 From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when 
my heart is overwhelmed : lead me to the rock that is higher 
than I. 

8 For thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower 
fiom the enemy. 

4 I will abide in thy tabernacle for ever : I will trust in the 
covert of thy wings. Selah. 

6 For thou, O God, hast heard my vows : thou hast given 
me the heritage of those that fear thy name. 

6 Thou wilt prolong the king’s life : and his years as many 
generations. 

7 He shall abide before God for ever ; 0 prepare mercy and 
truth, which may preserve him. 

8 So will I sing praise unto thy name for ever, that I may 
daily perform my vows. 

PSALM LXH. 

Trmt in Ood, 

T ruly my soul waiteth upon God : from him cometh my 
salvation. 

2 He only is my rock and my salvation ; he is my defence; 
I shall not be greatly moved. 

8 How long will ye imagine mischief against a man? ye 
shall bo slain all of you : as a bowing wall shall ye be, and as 
a tottering fence. 

4 They only consult to cost him down from his excellency : 
they delight m lies : they bless with their mouth, but they 
curse inwardly. Selah. 

6 My soul, wait thou only upon God ; for my expectation 
is from him. 

6 He only is my rock and my salvation ; he is my defence ; 
1 shall not moved. 

7 In God is my salvation and my glory : the rock of my 
strength, and my refuge is in God. 

8 Trust in him at all times : ye people, pour out your heart 
licfore him : God is a refuge for us. Selah. 

9 Suidy men of low degree vanity, and men of high 
degr^ are a lie : to be laid in the balanee, they are altogether 
lighter than vanity. 

10 Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in rob- 
bery : if ridies increase, set not your heart upon them, 

1 1 God hath spoken once ; twice have I heard this ; that 
power hehngeih unto God. 

12 Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: for thou 
lenderest to eveiy man according to his work. 

Bmmmws worn IHujm, xu., xm.— Fellowship with God in 
pKiserf aiiid oibir iKvine ordinances, support and comfort the be- 
utror wdsr ibs cavareit suSBrism, the heaviest burdens, and the 
lUfiit omwhdtauw oala mit iesi iim he is greatly encouraged in his 

*ii.(li n i4p»ll*i n ii m >(|ll 


earnest applications to the throne of grace, by the remembranoa of 
p^t and numerous instances of the loving-kindness of the Ood of 
his salvation By faith he looks beyond cdl the troubles of the 
present life, and anticipates his dwelling-place on high, where he 
shall for ever dwell in the presence of his God, and see ^ Saviour 
face to face. Under the influence of fiuth the believer presents his 
supplicationB before the mercy-seat, and in the exercise of the same 
faith humbly waits the answer of his prayers. 


PRAYER. 

^ LORD God of hosts, the God of salvation, the God and 
^ Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, we acknow- 
ledge and adore thee in all thy perfections and excellences. 
Worthy art thou, Father, Son, and Spirit, one Jehovah, to 
receive glory and honour and power ; for thou hast created fdl 
things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. All 
things arc upheld by the word of thy power, and thou dost 
derive a revenue of glory from all thy works. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for another day, but more especially 
for another Sabbath-day, the best of all the seven. We thank 
thee for the near and animating prospect of entering thy 
courts, and associating with thy people in exercises of holy 
devotion. 

We would earnestly supplicate thy blessing to rest on all 
thy ministers and people. May thine ambassadors deliver 
the message with much earnestness and success, and be made 
honoured instruments in the deliverance of many captive souls 
now under the thraldom of Satan’s galling yoke. 

Many of thy beloved children may be overwhelmed : may a 
spirit of prayer be abundantly communicated, and may they 
pour out their soul unto thee, and be led by thy gracious hand 
to the Rock that is higher than man. O Jesus, thou art the 
true rock, the rock of salvation, the rock of ages. Wc pray 
that thousands of sinners may be persuaded this day to aban- 
don all their false grounds of confidence, and all their false 
hopes of mercy, and place their faith and their hope on Jesus 
Christ alone. 

Be a shelter and a strong tower unto thy people. Preserve 
them from all their enemies, and may they and we trust imder 
the covert of thy wings. In all the afflictions and changes of 
life, amid all the violent storms of temptation, in the prospect 
of the valley and shadow of death, ana when we come to the 
dark valley, and look the king of terrors in the face, may we 
be powerfully taught to trust in the covert of thy wings. 

Have mercy on us as a familv. May the sacred engage- 
ments of the day be instrumental in rendering us more holy 
and heavenly. May the Word be so blessed to us, that we 
shall be more and more united together by the ties of holy 
affection, and thus bear a greater resemblance to that illustrious 
family £j)ove, whose fellowship we hope for ever to enjoy. 

Give thy holy spirit to our children. May they know and 
love and believe the Gospel, May they abide before God for 
ever : 0 prepare mercy and truths which may preserve them. 
Let our servants feel the power of thy Gospel on their hearts^ 
and in all their actions may they enjoy the guidance of the 
Holy Ghost, 

Be the Comforter of aged saints. Whether they be engaged 
in public or private ordinances, may their spiritual strength be 
revived, and may their youth be renewed like the eagle’s. 

Visit the sons and daughters of affliction in their retirements 
of suffering. Enable them to sing. In God is our salvation 
and glory : the rock of our strength and our refuge is in God. 

Let the great institutions of our land continue and flourish, 
till the whole earth has acknowledged the mediatorial dominion 
of Jesus. 

Hear us graciously, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Our Fathf^ which art in heaven, be. 

XX 




TWENTY-FIFTH WEEK.-— SABBATH BYHNHfH. 


•KVKINO GOD. 

Jlohbi, Vermont. 
T^Y God, permit my tongue 
liX joy, to cull thee mine ; 
And let my early cries prevail 
To taste thy love divine. 

My thirsty, fainting soul 
Thy mercy doth implore ; 

1^0 1 travellers in desert lands 
Can pant for water more. 

Within thy churches. Lord, 

I long to find my place ; 

Thy power and glory to behold, 
And feel thy quickening grace. 


VVatto, Pa, 63. 


PSALM LXTII. 

t^t'dring Gud early. 


O GOD, thou art my God ; early will I seek thee : my soul 
thirateth for thee, my llesh longeth for thee in a dry and 
thirsty land, where no water is ; 

2 To see thy power and thy glorj', so as I have seen thee 
in the sanctuary. 

8 Because thy loving-kindness is bettor than life, my lips 
shall praise thee. 

4 Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my 
hands in thy name. 

5 My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness ; 
and my mouth shall praise thee ndth joyful lips : 

6 'S^en I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on 
thee in the night watches. 

7 Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow 
of thy wings will I rejoice. 

8 My soul followeth hard after thee : thy right hand up- 
holdeth me. 

9 But those that seek my soul, to destroy f/, shall go into 
the lower parts of the earth. 

10 They shall fall by the sword : they shall bo a portion for 
foxes. 

11 But the king shall rejoice in God; every one that 
swearcth by him shall glory : but the mouth of them that 
speak lies shall be stopped. 

PSALM XLIV. 

Prayera to he delivered from Enemiee. 

TTEAR my voice, O God, in my prayer : preserve my life 
from fear of the enemy. 

2 Hide me from the secret counsel of the wicked; from 
the insurrection of the workers of iniquity : 

3 Who whet their tongue like a sword, and bend their 
bows to shoot their arrows, even bitter words : 

4 That they may shoot in secret at the perfect : suddenly 
do they shoot at him, and fear not. 

6 They encourage themselves in an evil matter ; they com- 
mune of laying snares privily; they say. Who shall see them? 

6 They search out iniquities ; they accomplish a diligent 
search : both the inward thought of every one of them, and 
I the heart, is deep. 

7 But God shall shoot at them ici/A an arrow ; suddenly 
shall they bo wounded. 

8 So they shall make their own tongue to fall upon them- 
selves : all that sec them shall flee away. 

9 And all men shall fear, and shall declare the work of 
God; for they shall wisely consider of his doing. 

10 The righteous shall be glad in the Loan, and shall trust 
in him; and all the upright in heart shall gloiy. 


BffVLioTXoys TOPON PsALif Lxm., ixiv. — The believer has his 
wilderness here, and his paradise liereafter. On earth, he is often 


encompassed with dark clouds of sonroWi iempiatioiii and isv, hut 
in heaven he shall enjoy a glorious, an eten^ day, when his sun 
shall no more go down, and where God the Pather, Son, and Spirit, 
one Jehovah, shall be his everlasting light Hhsp^akably dear to the 
children of God is his sanctuary. The attracts does not consist in 
the gorgeous magniflcence of the building, or in its internal splen- 
dour ; tho chief attraction consists in God’s presence, fellowship, and 
worship. This renders tho house of God on earth the q;)itome of his 
! house in heaven. It is this which makes it the outi-ohamber of the 
Now Jerusalem, of the celestial city, and of the palace of the great 
King. The present annoyances of the wicked teach believers more 
ardently to long for their heavenly homo. 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD, we would adore and praise thee as the I^ord our 
^ God. We were permitted to seek thee early in the closet, 
w'lieii we were under no eye but thine ; we were permitted to 
seek thee early around the domestic altar ; we were permitted 
to seek tliec early in thy sanctuary ; and we bless thee that, 
at the close of the day, the door of mercy is still open, and 
that we have still access to tho throne of grace. 

We present our thanks for the blessings of this hallowed 
day. Thou hast given rest to our souls, by leading ua to 
Jesus, the true resting-place, the only resting-place; and thou 
hast furnished instruction to our minds, by presenting before 
us in rich variety the manna of Gospel wisdom. Thou hast 
brought within our reach the consolations of religion, and 
directed our hopes to tlie pure and ceaseless joys of heaven* 
We thank our God that these our privileges are continued 
with us, and that our lives are continued in their enjoyment, 
O Lord, forgive the sins of the day. Forgive the imperfections 
of all thy ministering servants. Where they have oeen ears- 
less or indifferent — ^where they have been constrained by the 
fear of man to keep back a portion of the sacred truth--«where 
they have in any measure preached the tnith in their own 
spirit, and not in the Spirit of Jesus, O do thou graciously 
forgive, and mercifully prevent a repetition of these imper- 
fections and sins in the future period of their days. We pray 
thou wouldst forgive our sins of which we are guilty as a 
family and as a congregation, in the manner we have attended 
upon the public ordinances of thy day and of thy house. We 
would mourn over our wandering thoughts, our worldly cares, 
and the spiritual carelessness and indifference whu^ have 
attended us more or less in the spiritual engagements of the 
day. O suffer not our numerous corruptions and failings to 
prevent a blessing on the ordinances we have so impar^tly 
and unworthily observed. 

Merciful God, impart to each one of us that love to tl^yaelf 
and thine ordinances which animated the mind of Dayid thy 
servant. 

Heaven grant that our dear children may resolve ^ow to 
seek thee, and to seek thee early. Holy Spirit, give them grace 
thus to resolve ; 0 Lord, thou art our God, and early vSU we 
seek thee. Merc fully teach our servants to seek the Lori^ nmi 
the salvation which is in Christ. 

O have mercy on the rising race, and enable them to seek 
tliec early, to seek thee now. God prevent that they should 
delay what is so desirable now. Affect them with the thouf^t, 
that if they refuse to seek thee now, in thy deserve^ wr^h 
thou mayest cast them off for ever. 

Teach all of us, O Lord, to look upon this wodld not as cm 
home, but as a dry and thirsty land, where no winter is. May 
we ever long to see thy power and thy glory in th^ panct^aiT^i 
at death may we sec thy unveiled glory in heaven, liord, 
instruct us in the blessed exercise of Divine meditation, 

Into t]^ hands we commend ourselves and omr thk 

Fo^ve tmr sin. ud Q«r ^ jllf i 

messed Saviour’s sake. Amem 


WllBK.^XON)}At iMOftKINtt. 


OHlLimBlff dltBN to OOO. 

fMfM. BMif, t.ii, 

1 Qod ! now obndesoend 

^ Tobl^imrrisiiigraoe; 

Boon may their willing spirits bend 
d?o thy Tictotious grace ! 

2, 0 what a Tost delight 

Their happiness to see ! 

Our warmest wishes all unite 
To lead their souls to thee. 

8 Dear Lord, thy spirit pour 
Upon our infant seed ; 

0 bring the lon^d-for happy hour, 

That makes them thine indeed. Anon. 

1 SAMUEL I. 

Samuel dedicated to Ood. 

A ND they rose up in the morning early, and worshipped 
before the Loan, and returned, and came to their house 
to Ramtdi : and the Loud remembered her. 

20 Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was come 
about after Hannah had conceived, that she bare a son, and 
called hia name Samuel, $aying, Because I have asked him of 
the Loud. 

21 And the man Elkanah, and all his house, went up to 
ofler unto the Loud the yearly sacrifice, and his vow. 

22 But Hannah went not up ; for she said unto her hus- 
band, I will not go up until the child be weaned, and then I 
will bring him, that he may appear before the Lord, and 
there abide for ever. 

23 And Elkanah her husband said unto her, Do what 
seemeth thee good \ tarry until thou have weaned him ; only 
the Loud establish his word. So the woman abode, and gave 
her son suck until she weaned him. 

24 And when she had weaned him, she took him up witli 
her, with three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, and a bottle 
of wine, and brought him unto the house of the Lord in 
Shiloh : and the child was young. 

25 And they slew a bullock, and brought the child to lili. 

26 And she said. Oh my lord, as thy soul livctli, my lord, I 
am the woman that stood by thee here, praying unto the Lord. 

27 For this child I prayed ; and the Lord hatli given me 
my petition which 1 asked of him : 

28 Therefore also I have lent him to the Lord ; as long as 
he livteth he shall be lent to the Lord. And he worshipped 
the Loed there. 

1 SAMUEL II. 

Hwmah'e Somj, 

A ND Hannah prayed, and said. My heart rejoiceth in the 
Loud, mine horn is exalted in the Lord ; my mouth is 
enlarged over mine enemies ; because 1 rejoice in thy salvation. 

2 Tbete is none holy as the Lord : for there is none beside 
thee.; neither is there any rock like our God. 

8 Talk no more so exceeding proudly ; let not arrogancy 
come out of your mouth : for the Lord w a God of knowledge, 
and hy him actions are weighed. 

4 The bows of the mighty men are broken, and they that 
stumbled are girded with strength. 

5 They that were full have hired out themselves for bread; 
and they that were hungry ceased : so that 'the barren hath 
bom aeven j and she that hath many children is waxed feeble. 

6 Tka Loto killeth, and maketh alive : he bringeth down 

to the ^ve, and brin^th up. ^ 

. i The ILoud maketh poor, and maketh rich : he brmgeth 
loir, jOfteth up. 

A tte Usisbdi up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the 
fiom the aimc^ul, to set them among princes, and to 
iSktam of glory : for the pillars of the 
soith are the Tjoud’s, and he hath set the world upon them. 


I BamoTiojTi uroir 1 SxKuix i., n.~Blees6d of Qod are those days 
which begin with the early worship of God. Does our worship of 
God oommenoe early in the day, tinder the shining of the morning’s 
aun ? There is another iron (dun^ upon us : it is the Sun of right* 
eonsness, which riseth with healing in his wings on those who fear 
the Lord. Happy are those parents who reoeive their children from 
God, as God’s and who train them np for God’s service and 
glory. Greatly honoured of God are those parents who can look on 
their children as the children of God, regenerated by his grace ; and 
who can say with thankfulness and joy, Our children ore the sub- 
jects of grace, in answer to our earnest prayers. Such was the joy 
of Hanna’s heart to which she gave utterance in songs of sweetest 
praise. 

PRAYER. 

Tl^E desire, O Lord, after the rest, repose, and protection 
^ ▼ afforded us during the past night, to approach thee, our 
God, in the name of qur adorable Mediator, and present our 
morning sacrifice. Now, may our heart rejoice in the Lord; 
may the horn of our strength be exalted in the Lord ; and we 
would rejoice in thy salvation. On earth may we sing of thy 
salvation; and through eternity may we join unnumbered 
myriads in proclaiming the glories of thy salvation in heaven. 

Wc adore thee, O Lord, as tlio holy Lord God. There is 
none holy as the Lord, for tlicrc is none besides thee ; neither 
is there any rock like our God. Angels arc holy, and the 
spirits of just men made perfect arc holy; and heaven is holy, 
for it is the very place of thy holiness ; but there is none holy 
as thou art holy. Thou art essentially and infinitely and im- 
mutably holy. O Lord, make us holy. Take our unholy 
natures, and wash away the foul depravity by which they are 
rendered so loathsome and vile. 

Soon may we see the ornaments of holiness beginning to ap- 
pear in our beloved children, 0 that the Lord would guide 
their ways to keep his statutes ! O that the Lord would grant 
them and our domestics grace to know and do his will ! 

O Lord, enable parents, like Ilannab, to dedicate tlicir chil- 
di’en to the Lord. As children are God’s heritage and gift, 
may parents cheerfully dedicate them to God, and most care- 
fully and conscientiously train them up for his service. God 
forbid that parents should be the mean of the spiritual arid 
eternal ruin of their offspring. Arouse careless parents to a 
sense of their duty. May they reflect on the awful misery of 
parents and their children meeting in the habitations of the 
lost. 

At the great and solemn day, when assembled worlds shall 
appear before the tribunal of the wise and mighty Judge, may 
each member of our family, and all the families with which we 
are connected, be found on the right hand of Christ, and be 
declared the objects of his love, in the presence of congregated 
millions. 

We adore thee, O Lord, as the righteous disposer of all 
events. Thou art ho who killest and makest alive ; and thou 
art accountable to none. Thou art he who bringest down to 
the grave, and bringest up ; and thou art accountable to none. 
Poverty is one of thy messengers, and riches can neither be 
received nor enjoyed without thy permission ; thou bringest 
low, thou liftest up, and thou art accountable to none. Honour 
and dignity and power are at tli^ disposal ; for thou raisest up 
the poor out of the dust, and liftest up the beggar from the 
dunghill, to set them among princes, and make them inherit 
the throne of glory. Lord, mercifully raise us from the dust 
of sin and ignominy, and give each of us a place among thv 
children ; then shdl we possess honour and dignity, with which 
the gloi^ of earthly princes is unwmrthy to be compared. 

We invoke thy blessing this day, that we may glorify thee 
in our tempcHral calling, and in our relirious duties. 

Hear bur teeVle prayers, fat the odke of our Dbrine Be< | 
deemer. Amen. I 
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TWENTY*FIFTH WEEK.— -MONDAY EVENINO. 


UBVBAI.ITT TO THX TOOK. 
Pjefy. WiiMn New, New Torh, 

1 TJAPFY is he that fears the Lord^ 

And follows his commands, 
Who lends the poor without reward, 
Or gives with liberal hands. 

2 As pity dwells within his breast 

To all the sons of need ; 

So God shall answer his request 
With blessings on his seed. 

3 Ko evil tidings shall surprise 

His welUeBtablishcd mind ; 

His soul to God his refuge flies, 

And leaves liis fears behind. 


Watts, Ps. 1I'2. 


the unsearchable wisdom and almightjr power of God m meidftilly 
and irresistibly employed in ovemdmg the most bitter and ihr> 
midable persecutions, for spreading abroid Chiisf s renowned tmo, 
and for promoting the prosperity of his kin^m. As cold water to 
a thirsty soul, so the minds of genuine saints are rcAeshed by the 
welcome tidings of Uie success of the Gospel, and of sinners fioddng 
to Jesus as doves to their windows. 


ACTS XI. 

8uccc 99 of the Gospd, 

■VT OW they wliich were scattered abroad upon the persccu- 
tion that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Fhenice, 
and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but 
unto the Jews only. 

20 And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, 
which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the 
Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus. 

21 And the hand of the Lord was with them ; and a great 
number believed, and turned unto the Lord. 

22 Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the 
church which was in Jerusalem : and tliey sent forth Barnabas, 
that he should go as far as Antioch. 

23 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, 
was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart 
they would cleave unto the Lord. 

24 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and 
of faith : and much people was added unto the Lord. 

25 Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul : 

26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto An- 
tioch, And it came to pass, that a whole year tlicy assembled 
themselves with the church, and taught much people. And 
the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. 

27 And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto 
Antioch. 

^ 28 And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and 
signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth 
throughout all the w'orld : which came to pass in the days 
of Claudius Csesar. 

29 *]l^en the disciples, every man according to his ability, 
determined to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in 
Judma : 

80 Which also they did, and sent it to the elders by the 
hands of Barnabas and Saul. 

ACTS XII. 

Peter in Prison, 

T^OW about that time Herod the king stretched forth his 
hands to vex certain of the church. 

2 And he killed J ames the brother of John with the sword. 
8 And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded 
further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened 
bread.) 

4 Ai^ when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, 
and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; 
intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people. 

5 Peter therefore was kept in prison : but prayer was made 
without ceasing of the church unto God for him. 

Bxnuccnovs ttpoit Acts xi., xii.— S peaking after the manner of 
man, the murder of Stephen appeared to hinder the progress of the 
Gospel ; but otherwise was the case— it tended wonderftilly to pro- 
mote the rapid fbrtheranoe of the Gospel How remarkable— while 
men employ cruel persecutioni to check and destroy Ohrisfs cause. 
HO ^ ' 


PRAYER. 

O LORD, thou art the infinitely blessed and only potentate 
whom we adore as our creator, and preserver, and most 
merciful benefactor. Thou hast given us, as rational and 
immortal beings, an important place among thy creatures. 
May we ever remember the great end why thou hast given us 
rational and reflecting powers — ^namely, that we should know 
thee, love thee, fear thee, believe in thee, and enjoy thee. 

Wo have great reason to lament that we have lived so much 
in opposition to the great end of our existence, and come so 
short of thy glory. We have loved other things more than 
thee; we have feared the creature more than the Creator; we 
have been more afraid of offending man than of offending. 
God; and the world has occupied the chief place in our 
thoughts, while we have forgotten our merciful Redeemer, 
the author of all our blessings, and the fountain of all our 
comforts. These are our sins, thou heart-scarebing God, for 
which we deserve thy wrath and curse. O visit us not with 
deserved punishment ; but, in the midst of deserved wrath, 
remember us with undeserved mercy. 

We desire gratefully to acknowledge the kindness we have 
received this day. For personal, family, social, relative, and 
public mercies, we present the tribute of our praise. This 
night may we lie down to rest, relying on Jesus Christ for 
acceptance with God, the pardon of sin, and a title to heaven. 
God forbid that we should lie down to rest either with a 
guilty conscience or a careless heart. 

May we be suitably impressed with what we have now read 
of the early history of the Christian Church. We praise thee 
for the fortitude thy ministers exercised under persecutions 
cruel and severe. W’^e rejoice that persecutions were most 
wonderfully overruled for the furtherance of the Gospel, and 
for the rapid and extensive enlargement of the Church of 
Christ. Thou, in thy wisdom, O Lord, didst defeat in all 
ages the purposes of persecutors, in employing their cruelty 
and rage as instruments in establishing the cause they were 
intended to destroy. 

As thy hand was with the apostlds and evangelists, may 
I thy hand be with thy ministers now, in giving great and 
I increasing efficaev to a preached Gospel. In our congrega- 
I tion, in our neighbourhood, and throughout the world, may 
j great numbers believe, and turn unto the Lord. 

I Take our dear children, and work saving faith in their 
youthful hearts, by the power of the Holy Ghost. Give them 
and our domestics grace to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ / 
then shall they be saved. 

Increase the faith and advance thq, joy of aged pilgrims. 
May they show to all around, that they are not only ran- 
somed ones, but that they are returning to Zion with songs 
and everlasting joy upon their heads. 

Give to each one of us, and to all in whom we are in- 
terested, the true marks of genuine grace. May we be full 
of the Holy Ghost and of faith. May we be filled with love 
to the brethren; and particularly may pur compassipn flow 
to the poor brethren. May we M among those of whom it 
is said : He hath dispersed ; he hath given to the poor; his 
righteousness endureth for ever; bis horn shaB be exalted 
with honour. 

Lord, hear the breathings of our soul, for Jesus’ sakoi 
Amen. 


TWINTY-PIPTH WEEK.--TUSSDAY MORNING. 


IT 14 TH8 LOBD. 

JSb W wr y . Prwidmoe^ Qnm Jffome. c. m. 

1 TT is the Iiord«>-enthroned in light, 

^ Whose claims axe all diyine; 

Who has an undisputed right 

To govern me and mine. 

2 It is the Lord — should I distrust, 

Or contradict his will, ^ 

Who cannot do but what is just, 

And must bo righteous still ? 

3 It is the Lord — ^who can sustain 

Beneath the heaviest load ; 

From whom assistance I obtain 

To tread the thorny road. T. Gkeenk. 

1 SAMUEL III. 

Ood appealing to the Child Samitd. 

A ND the child Samuel ministered unto the Lord before 
Eli. And the word of the Lord was precious in those 
days; there was no open vision. 

2 And it came to pass at that time, when Eli waa laid down 
in his place, and his eyes began to wax dim, that he could not 
see; 

8 And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of the 
Lord, where the ark of God waa, and Samuel was laid down 
to sleep : 

4. That the Lord called Samuel: and he answered, Here 
am li 

5 And he ran unto Eli, and said. Here am I ; for thou 
calledst me. And he said, I called not ; lie down again. And 
he went and lay down. 

6 And the Lord called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel 
arose and went to EH, and said, Here am I ; for thou didst call 
me. And he answered, I called not, my son ; He down again. 

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither was the 
word of the Lord yet revealed unto him. 

8 And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And 
he arose and went to Eli, and said. Here am I ; for thou didst 
call me. And Eli perceived that the Lord had called the 
child. 

9 Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it 
shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say. Speak, Lord ; 
for thy servant hcareth. So Samuel went and lay down in 
his place. 

10 And the Lord came, and stood, and called, as at other 
times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered. Speak; for 
thy servant heareth, 

11 And the Lord said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing 
in Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heai*eth it 
shall tingle. 

12 In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I 
have spoken concerning his house : when I begin, I will also 
make an end. 

18 For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever 
for the iniquity which he knoweth ; because his sons made 
themselves vile, and he restrained them not. 

14 And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that 
the iniquity of Eli^s house shall not be purged with sacrifice 
nor offering for ever. 

16 And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the doors 
of the house of the Lord, And Samuel feared to shew Eli 
the vision. 

16 Then Eli called Samuel, and said, Samuel, my son. And 
he i^Mwered, Here am 1. 


BmcMEioirs urov 1 Samuel m.— H ow peculiarly gratifying it is 
to aged fftints who have the near prospect of reaching their heavenly 
home, when they see little children a£>med with piety, as the future 


hopes of the Church of Christ. In all oases there is something very 
affecting in witnessing the infirmities of old ago ; but, when^ cm 
is associated with Divine grace, bodily weakness and infirmities we 
greatly alleviated, and tend to lift up the soul to that heavenly world 
near at hand, where bo^y infirmities are for ever unknown, and 
where the ransomed millions fiourish in all the loveliness and vigour 
of eternal youth. What a blessing, when children resemble Samuel 
in the grace of prayer, and in the enjoyment of feUowsMp with God ! 

PRAYER. 

TiTOST blessed and gracious Lord God, we adore thee in all 
the goodness, compassion, and benevolence of thy charac* 
ter. Cold is the affection of the fondest parents compared 
with thy love. In our creation thou hast manifested thy wis- 
dom and thy goodness ; in thy providence thou hast followed 
us with a succession of uninterrupted kindnesses; but thy 
goodness in the gift of thy Son, and in the salvation he has 
purchased, shines with infinite and unrivalled glory. 

When we compare thy love with our enmity, and thy good- 
ness with our rebellion, what reason have we to be humbled 
in the dust before thee ! Holy Spirit, enable us with penitent 
souls and with broken and contrite hearts to cast ourselves at 
mercy^B feet, and confess our transgressions. O Lord, we have 
sinned against heaven and in thy sight, and are no more 
worthy to be called thy children. Such of us as have been 
seated at thy table, alas ! how often have we broken our vows ! 
How easily have we yielded to the slightest temptation I how 
readily have we allowed our corruptions within, and Satan and 
the world without, to obtain over us a partial dominion I Lord, 
pardon us through our Saviour’s blood. Where can we go, 
where can we look, but to thee alone ? Thou art our only 
help, our only hope, 

Jesus our Saviour, thy blood alone hath power sufficient to 
atone for sin ; thy blood can make us whiter than the snow ; 
no Jewish types could cleanse us so. 

We thank our God for thy preserving goodness and care 
during the past night, and that we are permitted again in a 
family capacity to encompass thine holy altar. Preserve us 
from offending thee this day. Keep back thy servants from 
presumptuous sins, and let them not have dominion over us. 
In all worldly and temporal engagements, may we resemble 
Joseph in fidelity towards men; at the same time cultivating 
godliness with respect to God. 

We pray, 0 Lord, that thou wouldst graciously send pros- 
perity to all the churches. We would mourn over the low 
circumstances in which many of the churches are found as to 
zeal, love, spirituality, and unfeigned godliness. Let withered 
and decayed churches revive as the corn, and grow as the vine. 
DeUver the church from graceless, carnal ministers. We 
lament that so many have intruded themselves into the sacred 
office, who have neither love to Christ nor compassion for the 
souls of men. Send, we beseech thee, faithful, humble, zealous, 
and affectionate ministers ipto thy holy Church, who shall 
exalt Jesiis and his cross before the eyes of men. 

Have mercy on our beloved children, and may they re- 
aemble the youthful and the holy Samuel in early and dU» 
tinguished piety, 0 most merciful Odd, give us this^ the 
desire of our hearts. 

Give heads of families grace to teach and govern their 
offspring; and to lay upon their children all wise, necessary, 
and salutary restraints. May all parents with whom we are 
connected never have reason to believe that, through their 
carelessness, their children have plunged themselves into those 
excesses whidh have accomplished their ruin. 

In every afflictive event of evidence, teach us subn^on 
to the tnvine will, and with Eii to acknowledge. It is the 
Lord ; let him do what seemeth him good. 

All we ask is for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 

S4i 


WE NT Y -CTFTH WEEK.— TtJBSDAIf BYBNlir&. 


inNlSTRY OF ANGELS. 

Ht/wpori. Foundling. Chard. i- H. 

1 pi BEAT God ! what hosts of angels stand, 

^ In shining ranks at thy right hand, 

Arrayed in robes of daz 2 ling light. 

With pinions stretched for distant flight * 

^ Hither, at his command, they fly. 

To guard the beds on which wc lie. 

To shield our persons night and day, 

And scatter all our fears away. 

3 Send, 0 my God ! some angel down, 

Though to a mortal eye unknown, 

To guide and guard my doubtful way 

Up to the realms of endless day. S. Stennbtt. 

ACTS XIT. 

PeterU Miraculous Escape. 

A ND when Herod would have brought him forth, the same 
night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound 
with two chains : and the keepers before the door kept the 
prison. 

7 And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon Aim, and 
a light shined in the prison : and he smote Peter on the side, 
and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains 
fell off from his hands. 

8 And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on 
thy sandals. And so he did. And he aaith unto him. Cast 
thy garment about thee, and follow me. 

9 And he went out, and followed him ; and wist not that it 
was true which was done by the angel ; but thought he saw a 
vision. 

10 When they were past the first and the second w^ard, they 
came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city ; which 
opened to them of his own accord : and they went out, and 
passed on through one street; and forthwith the angel de- 
parted fi*om him. 

11 And when Peter was corac to liimRclf, he said, Now 1 
know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath 
delivered me out of the .hand of Herod, and from all the 
expectation of the people of the Jews. 

12 And when he had considered the thing, ho came to the 
house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname w'as Mark; 
where many were gathered together praying. 

13 And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a damsel 
came to hearken, named llhoda. 

14 And when she knew Peter’s voice, she opened not the 
gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood before 
the gate. 

15 And they said imto her. Thou art mad. But she con- 
stantly affirmed that it was even so. Then said they. It is liis 
angel. 

16 But Peter continued knocking; and when they had 
opened the door, and saw him, they were astonished. 

17 But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold 
their peace, declared unto them how the Lord had brought 
him out of the prison. And he said, Go shew these things 
unto James, and to the brethren. And he departed, and went 
into another place. 

18 Now as soon as it was day, there was no small stir 
among the soldiers, what was become of Peter. 

19 And when Herod had sought for him, and found him 
not^ he examined the keepers, and commanded that they 
should be put to death. And he went down from Judasa to 
Ciesarea, and there abode. 

20 .^d Herod was highly displeased with them of lyrc 

and Sidon: but they came with one accord to him, and, 
ha^ made Blastus the king’s chamberlain their friend, 
desired peace; because their countiy was nourish^ the 
king’s country. \ 

842 


Refleokons uroir Acts xn.— Outwarfflv Peter had men keeping 


to the unspeakable joy of loving and holy friends, who earnestly 
prayed for his liberty and life. Great was the surprise of Peter, 
when, at the command of the angel, the chains frU from his hands, 
and tlio fetters fell from his feet. Great is the joy of the oonyinoed 
sinner when the blessed hour of his deliverance from his qpiritu^ 
captivity arrives, when the chains of his guilt, and the flatters of his 
corruption aro burst asunder, and ho enjoys the liberty of a son of 
God, to be in bondage no more for ever ! 

PRAYER. 

O LORD, we approach thee in the name of Jesus, and in 
humble dependence upon thy Holy Spirit, to enable us at 
this time to draw near with a true heart, and in the full assur- 
ance of faith. We would extol thee, our God, O King; we 
would bless thy name for ever and ever. O teach us to bless 
thee every day, and to praise thy great and holy name for ever 
and ever. While we live, may wc resolve to speak of the glorious 
honour of thy majesty, and of thy wondrous works. U let all 
the inhabitants of the earth be brought under the sound of the 
Gospel of Jesus, that they may abundantly utter the memory 
of thy great goodness, and sing of thy righteousness. 

O Father of mercies, wc would ascribe to thee blessing and 
glory, honour and praise, for all the good things we now possess, 
and for all the blessings wc hope to enjoy beyond the grave. 
What are wc, that we should have so valuable an inheritance 
in present possession, and that we should have a still more 
valuable inheritance in reversion ? Wo bless our God for his 
renewed kindness to us during the past day, in our spiritual 
concerns, and in our temporal affairs ; and for the liberty and 
privilege we now enjoy of drawing near the mercy-seat. May 
we ever seriously reflect, that these invaluable opportunities 
are becoming fewer and fewer; and that all the means of grace 
on earth are fast hastening to a close. Convince all of us, and 
particularly the most careless and indifferent among us, of 
the infinite necessity of a diligent use of all the means of grace, 
for their present peace and their eternal felicity. 

Merciful Father, wo would commit ourselves, and all that 
we arc and have, this night, to thy mercy. Lord, “defend us 
from those dangers to which wc are exposed, both in body and 
soul, on account of the weakness of our nature, the craft of 
Satan, and the corruptions of our oiyii heart. Refresh our frail 
bodies by comfortable sleep, rest, and repose ; and, if it is thy 
holy will, may we ri.'ie, on the morning of another day, to serve 
thee better than wc have ever done. 

Wc adore thee, 0 Lord, in thy miraculous interposition in 
behalf of thy servant Peter, when bound with fetters and 
doomed to die. As he was delivered from fetters of iron, may 
we and all our relatives lie delivered from fetters of sin. As 
he was taken from a gloomy dungeon, and restored to thy 
Church, may all our beloved connections be delivered from 
the dungeon of a natural state, and become living members of 
Christ’s mystical body. 

As Peter was liberated in answer to earnest prayer, Heaven 
grant that, in answer to our earnest prayer, our dear ehildrein 
and domestics may be delivered from Satan* s power, and obtain 
a place in the family of Christ. 

We bless thee, O Lord, for what we have now read of the 
efficacy of prayer in the deliverance of Peter. We believe it 
is thine appointment; we believe thou delightest to h^ the 
supplications of those who present earnest prayers> in l3ie 
name of Christ; we believe that thou hast peculiarly honored 
grayer: O Lord, give us tike gift and the mraoe of prayar^ 
iK^rd. condescend to h^ omr prayem, to tl^ iMub of 
ouif' exalted Intercessor. Amen. 


f TWWm-HrrH WW—WIPNSSDAT MOWJING. 


fa cpmv 4K1> fCCCIfW oy THE GOSPEL. 

Amoa JCfttfM 

1 I^T SaTiour and my King, 

Th;f beautiai are divine; 

Tby lips witb blessings ovendow, 

And every grace is thine. 

% New make thy glory known, 

Qird on thy dreadfhl sword, 

And ride in majesfy to spread 
The conquests of thy word. 

3 Strike through thy stubborn foos, 

Or melt their hearts to obey, 

While justice, meekness, grace, and trulh, 

Attend thy glorious way. Watts, Ps. 4.x 

1 SAMUEL V. 

The Ark tn ike Temple of Dugan,, 

A ND the Philistines took the ark of God, and brought it 
from Eben*ezer unto Ashdod. 

2 When the Philistines took the ark of God, they brought 
it into the house of Bagon, and set it by Bagon. 

8 And when they or Ashdod arose early on the morrow, 
behold, Bagon was fallen upon his face to the earth bofoxC 
the ark of the Loan. And they took Bagon, and set him in 
his place again. 

4 And when they arose early on the morrow morning, be- 
hold, Bagon was fallen upon his face to the ground before the 
ark of the Lord ; and the head of Bagon and both the palms 
of his hands were cut off upon the threshold; only the stump 
q/* Bagon was left to him. 

^ 6 Therefore neither the priests of Bagon, nor any that 

come into Bagon’s house, tread on the threshold of Bagon in 
Ashdod unto this day. 

0 But the hand of the Lord was heavy upon them of Ash- 
dod, and he destroyed them, and smote them with emcrods, 
even Ashdod and the coasts thereof. 

7 And when the men of Ashdod saw that it was so, they 
said, The ark of the God of Israel shall not abide with ns : 
for his hand is sore upon us, and upon Bagon our god. ^ 

8 They sent therefore and gathered all the lords of the 
Philistines unto them, a;pd said. What shall Ave do with the 

; ark of the God of Israel ? And they ansAvered, Let the ark 
' of the God of Israel be carried about unto Gath. And they 
I carried the ark of the God of Israel about thither. 
j 9 And it was ao, that, after they had carried it about, the 
hand of the Lord was against the city with a very great 
destruction: and he smote the men of the city, both small 
and great, and they had emcrods. 

10 Therefore they sent the ark of God to Ekron. And it 
came to pass, as the ark of God came to Ekron, that tlic 
Ekronites cried out, saying, They have brought about the ark 
of the God of Israel to us, to slay us and our people. 

11 So they sent and gathered together all the lords of the 
Philistihes, and said. Send away the ark of the God of Israel, 
and let it go again to his own place, that it slay us not, and 
our people : for there was a deadly destruction throughout all 
the citjr ; the hand of God was very heavy there. 

12 And the men that died not were smitten with the eme- 
Tods : and ike cry of the city went up to heaven, 

I BinjHxnoES upoe 1 SunnsL v.— Host easily God can confoimd the 
1 wctfdiippers of graven images, and lay the honour of then hateful 
■ iddls in ike dupt* Se has vindicated, and ho will vindicate his 
i agfinit tdasphemoua, presumptuous idolaters. Truly, there is 

! lie did tadda our God: ms glory he wiU not give to another, nor 
bis n a w H it to gm v fn images, he did to the idol of riie Philis* 

ifliLli upon the lime of the earth ; and when 
aoeomptoment of his purposes awiv^ his 
pute and holy evaagdioal worship shall prevaa in every iwnaoa ox 


the habitable globe. In the dishonour which the Philistmes showed 
to God’s Ark, they brought themselves under the Divine displeasnro. 
Truly, ‘‘Them who honour God, he will honour; but those who 
despise liim, shall be lightly esteemed.” 


I PBAYER. 

j ^ LORB our God, we desire to consider ourselves honoured 
^ and blessed, in having another opportunity of drawing 
I near thy sacred and Bivine nugesty, in the exercises and 
j ordinances of our holy religion. Thou art gracious, and foil 
I t)f compassion ; slow to anger, and of great mercy. Thou art 
I good to all, and thy tender mercies are over all thy works. 

I A revenue of glory riseth to thee from all thy works ; and thy 
! saints shall bless thee. From generation to generation, they 
shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy , 
power. In the ages which are to come, they shall make i 
known thy mighty acts to the sons of men, and shall pro- j 
claim the glorious mtgesty of thy kingdom. 

We Imvc reason to mourn and confess that our minds have i 
been so little impressed with the glory of thy perfections in 
the visible creation, in the management of the affairs of pro- 
vidence, but more especially in the great work of redemption. 
And we have reason to mourn and confess that, Avhile all thy 
Avorks have praised thee, we, who are endowed with reason 
and destined for immortality, have so sinfully neglected to 
])roclaim thy glory. In our contemplations, in our speech, in 
our life, we have come short of tliy glory. We have not 
served the great end of our existence. Woe unto us, for we 
have sinned I 

We thank thee as a family, as a congregation, and as a 
nation, that avc are delivered from the abominations of gross 
idolatry. Praise to thy name, that in our land no temples 
are to be seen dedicated to heathen idols. Wo tliank God 
that we have the Bible, the Gospel, the ordinances, and the 
ministers of God in the midst of us, blessings more valuable 
than Avas the ark of the covenant to ancient Israel. Teach us, 

O Lord, to value these inestimable privileges. Prevent us, 0 
Lord, from neglecting or abusing these valuable privileges. 

We have now read of the low ebb of religion in the Jewish 
church, when the ark of the covenant, the symbol of the 
Divine presence, was in the hands of the Philistines, and when 
the Israelites made no effort to recover it out of their hands. 

We would lament, O Lord, the low state of religion m oui 
land and nation. How few are there who really profess to 
live in the fear of God and in the faith of Christ f And how 
fcAv of those who hear the name of Jesus, arc zealous for his 
honour and the extension of his kingdom I As a family we 
AA ould lament that we have so little zeal and spirituality and 
hcavenly-mindedness, and that we are so little animat^ by 
the hre of sacred devotion in our religious exercises. 

Lord, what wait we for? We wait and long and pray for 
thy Spirit, and for a blessed rerival of religion throughout all 
the churches. Fulfil, we earnestly pray, these promises in 
all the congregations of thy people: In that day shall the 
deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind 
shall see out of obscurity and of darkness. They also that 
erred in spirit shall come to Amderstanding, ana they that 
murmured shall learn doctrine. 

Enkindle in the minds of our dear children an eariy flame 
of zeal for the glory of God, and for the spread of the Gospel 
of Christ, May they delight to join those sacred associations 
which are formed for the ^argement of the kingdom of Christ, 

We offer up our gratefol acknowledgments for the mercies 
of the night. This day may we discover an increase of seal 
for thy glory and delight in thy service. 

Hear our feeble and forgive our sim, tor our dear 

Bedeemeris sake. Amen. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH WEEK. — WEDNESDAY BVBNINa 


ATTENTION TO THE GOSPEL. 
OrpKeiuM* Orange, PeMatn, 


Bxnsonoira took Acts xxn.— It i« petmliariy itrikSii* to •» to. 
aovereigii distinctioiu betvizt indiTidtula in tour nistiiM to, irhM 
■were asBooiates in early days, ifa early day# tiioy ^ 


Jehovah ie the sovereign God, 

The universal king. 

He formed the deeps unknoAvn 
He gave the seas their bound ! 
The watery worlds are all his own ; 
And all the solid ground. 

Come, worsiiip at his throne, 
Come, bow before the Lord ; 

Wo are his works, and not our own ; 
He formed us by his word. 


Watts, Pt , 


ACTS Xlll. 

Paul preaching in Cyprus, 

lyrOW there were in the church that was at Antioch certain 
’ prophets and teachers ; as Barnabas, and Simeon that 
was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrenc, and Manaen, which 
had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 

2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy 
Ohost said. Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whercunto I have called tliem. 

3 And when they had fasted, and prayed, and laid their 
hands on them, they sent them away. 

4 So they being sent forth by the Holy Ohost, departed 
unto Seleucia ; and from thence thejr sailed to Cyprus. 

6 And when they were at Salamis, they preached the word 
of God in the synagogues of the Jews: apd they had also 
John to their minister. 

6 And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, 
they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose 
name was Bar-jesus ; 

7 Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius 
Paulus, a prudent man ; who called for Barnabas and Saul, 
and desired to hear the word of God. 

8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpre- 
tation) withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy from 
the faith. 

9 Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy 
Ohost, set his eyes on him, 

10 And said, O full of all subtil ty and all mischief, thou 
child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou 
not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord ? 

11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, 
and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. 
And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness ; 
and he went about seeking some to lead him by the hand. 

12 Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, 
being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord. 

18 Now, when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, 
they came to Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing from 
them returned to Jerusalem. 

14 But when they departed from Perga, they came to 
Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the sab- 
bath day, and sat down. 

15 And after the reading of the law and the prophets the 
rulers of the synagogue sent unto them, saying, Ye men and 
brethren, if yo have any word of exhortation for the people, 
say on. 

16 Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand said, 
Men of Israel, and ye that fear God, give audience. 

17 The God of this people of Israel chose our fathers, and 
exalted the people when they dwelt as strangers in the land of 

Ta i. j 1 a x-i _ _ . 


Egypt^ and with an high arm brought he them out of it. 

18 And about the time of forty years suffered he their 
manners in the wilderness. 
e44 


guidance of the Holy Ghost ! God will greatly bless thojw teachers, 
parents, and ministers, who have receive the Holy Sj^t as their 
instructor and guide. May ihat delightful and animati n g promise 
be ftilfilled in our experience, I will put my promise within pu.*’ 
Amen. 


PRAYER. 

B lessed and exalted Jehovah, we adore thee as the sove<* 
reign potentate of the universe. Thy kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout 
all generations. Thou art kind and gracious to all thy sub- 
jects who place their trust in thee. Thou upholdest all that 
fall, and raisest up all that are bowed down. Thou art the 
boundless source of all the blessings which thy* creatures 
require, and with a bountiful hand thou dost supply all their 
viants. The eyes of all wait upon thee, and thou givest them 
their meat in due season. Thou openest thine hand, and 
satisfiest the desire of every living thing. 

We thank thee, gracious God, that during the past ^y 
thou hast opened thy liberal hand, and supplied our daily 
wants. Thou hast instructed us to pray. Give us day by day 
our daily bread ; and as thou hast commanded us to present 
this petition daily, thou hast daily answered this petition. 
Graciously continue with us thy kindness this night; and 
may we lie down to rest under the confident nersqasion that 
thou art our Father, and that we are thy children. May wo 
lie down to rest in the conviction that our sins are pardoned 
and our persons accepted. 

. We praise thee, O Lord, for all the instances of thy proiii- 
dential goodness we have enjoyed as a family. Though in 
the vlast universe over which thou rulest we ore only an insig- 
nificant speck, we bless thee that we are neither lost nor 
overlooked. We are as much the dlijects of thy care, and 
the charge of thy kind providence, as if we were only 
creatures thou hast formed. For thy spiritual blessings we 
desire more especially to praise thee. We thank thee for the 
bread of life provided for our souls to nourish them, and for 
the water of life to refresh them ; for the promises of the 
Gospel to animate them, and the garments of salvation to 
defend them. 

We pray that these invaluable blessings which we eiyoy 
may be extended over the whole earth. 0 that the privileges 
of the Gospel were as extensive as the habitations of men I 
As thou diast separate Barnabas and Paul for the work where- 
unto thou hadst called them— as thou didst remarkably qualify 
and prepare them for the important work of preaching the 
Gospel, so do thou graciously raise up and prepare great num- 
bers of able and faithful men for sounding the gospel trumpet, 
for attacking the strongholds of Satan, and for persuading 
sinners to submit to the pacific sceptre of Immanuel. We 
lament that in our day men are to be met with as opposed to 
the truth as Elymas, the sorcerer, in the days of Paul. 

Let not the day ever arrive^ when' our beloved children 
shall be turned away from the faith by the crqft qf iffldefe, 
or the deceitfulness of their own hearts. 

We earnestly pray for a communication of fidth to those 
who are without it, and for aft increase of faith in the tom&n 
of those who possess it. May many beUeve and be astoniiiied 
at the doctrine of the liord. Increase the ftdih and com* 
fort of aged pilgrims, and may they go on their wsjy mrioioinf. 

Graciously hear our prayem, for Jems our Medwors Si& 
Amiau 


TWENTY.HFTH WEBK.--^THUESDAY MOENINO. 


fAXTH ANP lALVATlON. 

Waninifm, Ulversion. 

1 WOT by the laws of inaocence 

Can Adames sons arrive at heaven : 
Ifew works can give us no pretence 
To have our ancient sins forgiven ; 

2 Kot the best deeds that we have done 
Can make a wounded oonscienco whole : 
Faith is the graoe« — and faith alone, 
That flics to Christ, and saves the souL 

Sr Lord, I believe thy heavenly word ! 
Fain would I have my soul renewed : 

1 mourn for sin, and trust the Lord 
To have it pardoned and subdued. 


1 SAMUEL VII. 

Ark restored and Israel Penitent, 

\ ND the men of Kirjath-jearim came, and fetched up the 
^ ark of the Lord, and brought it into the house of Abi- 
uadab in the hill, and sanctified Eleazar his son to keep the 
ark of the Lord. 

2 And it, name to pass, while the ark abode in Kirjath- 
jearim, that the time was long ; for it was twenty years : and 
all the house of Israel lamented after the Loan. 

8 And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, 
If ye do return unto the Lord with all your hearts, then put 
away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and 

f irepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only : and 
le will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines. 

4 Then the children of Israel did put away Baalim and 
Ashtaroth, and served the Loud only. 

5 And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpch, and I will 
pray for you unto the Lord. 

6 And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew water, 
and poured it out before the Lord, and fasted on that day, 
and said there, We have sinned against the Lord. And 
Samuel judged the children of Israel in Mizpeh. 

7 And when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel 
were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Philistines 
went up against Israel. And when the children of Israel heard 
it, they were afraid of the Philistines. 

8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to 
cry unto the Lord our God for us, that he will save us out of 
the hand of the Philistines. 

9 And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it fur a 
burnt offering wholly unto the Lord : and Samuel cried unto 
the Lord for Israel ; and the Lord heard him. 

10 And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the 
Philistines drew near to battle against Israel : but the Lord 
thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the Philis- 
tines, and discomfited them ; and they were smitten before 

11 And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pur- 
sued the Philistines, and smote them until thetj came under 
Beth-oar. 

12 Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh 
and Shen, and called the name of it Eben-ezer, saying, 
Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. 

13 So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no 
more into the coast of Israel ; and the hand of the Lord was 
against the Philistines all the days of Samuel. 

14 And the cities which the Philistines had taken from 
Israel were restored to Israel, from Ekron even unto Gath; 

the coasts thereof did Israel deliver out of the hands of 
the Philistines. And there was peace between Israel and the 
Amor^ 

BaFLSOXXOiti war 1 Sahttel vn*— Many and affecting are ^e 
outward duaitiei and vioiBsitades which the Church of Qod has 


experienced; but, how oomfortoblo to know and believe, that the 
security of the Church continues for ever unchanged. She is built 
upon a rook, and tho gates of hell can never prevail. May we 
profitably remember SamueUs advice to Israel, and earnestly pray 
that every idol may bo expelled from our bosom, and that Jesus may 
fill the throne of our hearts, and reign for ever within us, by the 
influences of his Spirit. What a blessing is unfeigned evangelical 
repontonoe ! May our sins be our grief and our burden ! By Bivino 
grace may wo turn from sin with holy hatred and holy sorrow, and 
with full purpose of heart may we constantly endeavour after that 
obedience which is new, flowing from a new principle of filial love 
and zeul for tho glory of our Qod and Father in Ohiist* 

PRAYER. 

O TIIOU who art the Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and God of all glory, we adore and praise thee 
that thou liast so loved the world, as to give thino only-be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth iu him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. \Vc acknowledge iu thy presence, 
with shame and confusion, that we have been slow of heart to 
believe the record thou hast so clearly and abundantly given of 
thy Son. What reason have we to mourn over our evil hearts 
of unbelief I and yet what reason have we to rejoice that thou 
hast not destroyed us in our unbelief ! 

We pray for love to the Lord Jesus Christ. Affect us with 
the thought, that they who love not the Lord Jesus Christ are 
accursed. Mercifully bestow ujiou us all this precious inherit- 
ance^ — hearts fill(?d with love to Christ. May all our relatives 
and Mends be filled with the love of Christ. 

1 Mat/ our dear children lore Jesus more than their earthly 
parents. May they lotw him who has done and will do more 
for them than any earthly parent can ever accomplish. 

Have mercy on unbelievers. Fill their minds with just and 
alarming ajiprchensions respecting their true state. Convince 
them most powerfully and effectually that they who believe not 
on the Son of God are condemned already, and that the wrath 
of God ahideth upon them. We place all our ungodly relatives 
at our Saviour's feet. Lord Jesus, thou knowest their grievous 
maladies. If thou wilt, thou canst make them whole. 

We adore and praise that gracious Providence which has 
cared for us, and watched over us, and protected us during tho 
past night ; and wc humbly pray that, iu all our spiritual duties, 
we may be led this day by tlie Spirit of God. When employed 
in our worldly calling, may we be preserved from a worldly 
spirit ; and when employed in the things of time, raty we never 
be left to fall into the awfully destroying sin of preferring the 
objects of time before the realities of eternity. 

We pray for the prosperity of all the churches. As thou 
didst gladden the hearts of Israel by bringing back the ark 
of the covenant, after an absence of twenty years, so do thou 
restore to cold and withered churches the reviving influences 
of the Holy Spirit, which have been long withdrawn. O let 
these influences copiously and speedily descend like rain upon 
tho mown grass, and like showers that water the earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit, thou heavenly Dove, O come with all 
thy quickening powers, mercifully kindle a flame of sacred 
love in these our hearts, which are so cold and lifeless. 

Impart unto us, and all in whom wc arc interested, the 
grace of repentance. Like Israel of old, may we obtain 
such a sight of our sinfulness and guilt, that we shall fall 
down prostrate at mercy's feet, and acknowledge, We have 
sinned against tho Lord, Give us an interest in the prayers 
of pious men and pious ministers, whose prajrers, like those 
of Samuel, have influence with a uraj^er-nearing God; but, 
above all, may we be interested in the intercessory prayers of 

Christ. . . * . ^ 

Lord, hear our feeble supplications, and forgive our sins^ ror 
the siie of Jesus, our Surety and Saviour. Amen, 

t Y 1^5 


TWENTY-FIFTH WEEE;.-j-THUE8DAY EVENING. 


OAACB AND GliOIlT. 

UU<m(or(kmada). Bramcoate. L.n. 

1 rpHE Almighty reigns exalted high 
* 0*er aU the earth, o'er all the sky ; 

Though clouds nmi darkness veil his feet, 

His dwelling is tho mercy-seat. 

2 0 ye that lore his holy name, 

Hate every work of sin and shame ; 

He guards the souls of all his friends, 

And from the snares of hell defends. 

3 Immortal light and joys unknown 
Are for tho saints in darkness sown : 

Those glorious seeds shall spring and rise, 

And the bright harvest bless our eyes. 

Watts, Ps. 97 , p. IIL 


ACTS XIII. 

Chri8t*8 Lift and RtswrecHcn* 

A ND when he had destroyed seven nations in the land of 
Canaan, he divided their land to them by lot. 

20 And after that he gave unto them judges about the space 
of four hundred and fifty years, until Samuel the prophet. 

21 And afterward they desired a king : and God gave unto 
them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, by 
the space of forty years. 

22 And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them 
David to be their king ; to whom also he gave testimony, and 
said, I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man after mine 
own heart, which shall fulfil all my will. 

28 Of this man's seed hath God according to his promise 
raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus ; 

24 When John had first preached before his coming tlie 
baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 

26 And as John fulfilled his course, he said, Whom think ye 
that I am? I am not he. But, behold, there cometh one after 
me, whose shoes of his feet I am not worthy to loose. 

26 Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, 
and whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the word of 
this salvation sent. 

27 For they that dwxll at Jenisalem, and their rulers, 
because they knew him not, nor yet the voices of the prophets 
which are read eveiy sabbath day, they have fulfilled them in 
condemning him. 

28 And though they found no cause of death in him, yet, 
desired they Pilate that he should be slain. 

29 And when they had fulfilled all that was written of 
him, they took him down from the tree, and laid him in a 
sepulchre. 

80 But God raised him from the dead : 

81 And he was seen many days of them which came up 
with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his witnesses 
unto the j^ople. 

82 And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the 
promise which was made unto the fathers, 

88 God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in 
that he hath raised up Jesus again ; as it is also written in tho ’ 
second psalm. Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 
thee. 

84 And as concerning that he raised him up from the dead, 
fww no more to return to corruption, he said on this wise, I 
will give you the sure mercies of David. 

85 Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt 
not sufier thine Holy One to see corruption. 

S6 For David, after he had served his own generation by 
the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, 
pud saw oonruption : 

87 But he, v^om Gx)d raised again, saw no corrupt io n. 


Bjtobotionb upon Acts zm.— However Bomerous and powerfid 
tho miritual enemies of the believer, he osn sej in the laagu^ d 
the Psedmist, ** Though they oompass me about lOte bees, yet in ^ 
name of the Lord I will destroy them. The Lord of hosts is with 
us, the God of Jacob is our rofiige.'' How awfillly God displayed 
his righteous vengoanoe in the destruotiou of the idolatrous end 
polluted nations of ancient Canaan ! This teaches the important 
lesson, that it is man’s highest honour, and grea^t seoarifr, imd 
I best interest, to serve God and observe his ordimmees. And it 
teachos tho solemn lesson, that his impenitent enemies must parish, 
that the wicked shall be turned into hell, with all the nations that 
forget God ! ” Seeing that Jesus obeyed, suffered, died, made atone- 
ment for human transgression, and is now exalted to be a Prince and 
a Saviour, may wo have peace with God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord! 

PRAYER. 

T^E adore thee, O Lord, as the God of sdvatiou. Thou art 
▼ ▼ the governor among the nations ; kings, sceptres, and 
thrones are at tby disposal. Thou didst place Saul upon the 
throne of Israel, and in thy displeasure thou didst oast him 
down from the place of his power. In thv gracious sovereimty, 
thou didst raise up David to be Israel’s long, who fulfilled thy 
will, as the man according to thine own heart. We rejoice that 
of his seed thou didst raise unto Israel a Saviour, Jxsus, accord- 
ing to the promise. We praise thee for thy wondrous love. 

At the close of the day we present our tribute of thanks- 
giving for the mercies received. For the continuance of heidth 
and of reason, tliose inestimable blessings — for the portion of 
usefulness thou hast connected with our hves as relatives, as 
friends, and as members of society — for smiling upon us in 
our temporal calling, and for assisting us in our religious 
duties — for defending our bodies from danger, and our souls 
from temptation ; — for aU these mercies we praise and thank 
the name of the living God. 

We come to thee, our Ood and Father, for thy providential 
care, and protection this night. May we look beyond tho 
night of human life to a day of glory in heaven, relying on 
the righteousness of Christ that we shall enioy that day for 
ever in tho society of holy angels and glorified saints. 

May all our children be delivered from the night of 
spiritual deathy and introduced into the day of grace. 0 
that each one of them may sing for ever and ever the 
triumphs of redeeming graccy in the society of countless 
myriads of redeemed saints. 

Sanctify to our souls the Word we have now read, and im- 
press upon our minds thy gracious interposition on behalf 
of the Old Testament church, to which we have now listened. 
As thou didst destroy seven nations, the inhabitants of Canaan, 
and give thy people undisturbed possession of that promised 
inheritance, wo would earnestly pray that thou 'Vfouldst gra- 
ciously expel from our souls the numerous corruptions which 
have long held undisturbed possession, and let the Holy Spirit 
enter with his heavenly grape, and reign over all our powers, 
affections, and desires. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for the. word of salvation. We 
praise thee that from our early days the word of salvation faaa 
been addressed to our ears ; we now pray that it may be ad- | 
dressed to our hearts. Give us grace to lidieve that this word 
of salvation has been as really and personally sent to us, as if 
our names bad been announced from the heavens. We lament 
that we have so long listened in vain, and that the voice of 
mercy has produced so little effect upon our hearts and li,ves« 
Holy Spirit, mercifully give efijcaoy to a preached Gospd^ and 
let none of us remain hardened under its joyful soio^ May 
we discover those fruits of repentance, and that baptism of the 
l^pirit, which will be the pleasing evidence tirnt the word of 
salvation has reached our heart. All we ask it to dm adm ef 
Jesus, our glorious Surety. Aimm. 


Twaimr-HPra week*— FMDA y moenino. 


van 


U If . 


90 OOD ANB OBB HBtOHBOTTR. 

Qwcmr y , ilfaribi. 

1 ^HUS faith the first, the great command, 

^ Iiet all thy inward powers unite 
To love thy Haher and thy Gkxl, 

With utmost Tigour and delight. 

2 Then shall thy neighbour next in place 
Share thine affeotione and esteem ; 

And let thy kindness to thyself 
Measure and rule thy loye to him. 

3 This is the sense that Moses spoke, 

. This did the prophets preach and prove ; 

For want of Uiis the law is broke, 

And the whole law 's fulfilled by love. 

Watts, 116,^7. 

1 SAMUEL XII. 

8amuer$ Fidelity, 

A ND Samuel said unto all Israel, Behold, I have hearkened 
unto your voice in all that ye said unto me, and have 
made a king over you. 

2 And now, behold, the king walketh before you : and I am 
old and gray«headed ; and, behold, my sons are with you : and 
I have walked before you from my childhood unto this day. 

8 Behold, here I am : witness against me before the Lord, 
and before his anointed : whose ox have I taken ? or whose ass 
have I taken? or whom have I defrauded? wliom have 1 op- 
pressed ? or of whose hand have I received any bribe to blind 
mine eyes therewith? and I will restore it you. 

4 And they said, Thou hast not defrauded us, nor oppressed 
us, neither hast thou token ought of any man’s hand. 

6 And he said unto them, The Lord is witness against you, 
and his anointed is witness this day, that ye have not found 
ought in my hand. And they answered. He is witness. 

6 And Samuel said unto the people, It is the Lord that 
advanced Moses and Aaron, and tliat brought your fathers up 
out of the land of Egypt. 

7 Now therefore stand still, that I may reason with you 
before the Lord of all the righteous acts of the Lord, whicli 
he did to you and to your fathers. 

8 When Jacob was come into Egypt, and your fathers cried 
unto the Lord, then the Lord sent Moses and Aaron, which 
brought forth your fathers out of Egypt, and made them 
dwell in this place. 

9 And when they forgat the Lord their God, he sold them 
into the hand of Sisera, captain of the host of Hozor, and 
into the hand of the Philistines, and into the hand of the 
king of Moab, and they fought against them. 

10 And they cried unto the Lord, and said, We have 
sinned, because we have forsaken the Lord, and have served 
Baalim and Ashtaroth ; but now deliver us out of the hand of 
our enemies, and we will servo thee. 

11 And the Lord sent Jerubhaal, and Bcdan, and Jeph- 
thah, and Samuel, and delivered you out of the hand of your 
enemies on every side, and ye dwelled safe.^ 

12 And vfhen ye saw that Nahash the king of the children 
of Ammon came against you, ye said unto me. Nay ; but a 
iMg diaU reign over m : when the Loan your God was your 

18 Now therefore behold the king whom ye have chosen, 
tutd whom ye have desired 1 and, behold, the Lord hath set a 
king over Vou# , , . 

14 If ye will fear the Loan, and serve him, and obey hia 
Tmoe, not rebel against the commandment of the Lord, 
then shall both ye and also the king that reigneth over you 

owtin™ Mowing Ihe Loan yonr God: v i. 

18 Bat ifye wUl not ob^ the voice of the Loai), but rebel 
agaatst fte omninandment of tiie Loan, then shall the nana 
w the Ijobb be egainst you, as it was against your fatherss 


BmjEonoKs vpor 1 Saotbl zn.— -Xindness, patience, and impar- 
tiality, are essentially necessary for the judges of the earth. Of 
these exalted virtues the venerable and holy Samuel furnished an 
illustrious example. Covetousness is a great stain upon the cha- 
racter of rulers, who, like Samuel, should live above the alluromonts 
of wealth, and never prefer personal and family aggr^disement, 
before the moral and spiritual prosperitv of the community. Fear- 
ing God, and hating covetousness, should be tlie characteristic orna- 
ment of all rulers. These should bo “an ornament of grace to their 
head, and as chains of gold around their necks.” How much, then, 
do magistrates and judges require on interest in the prayers of those 
who, through Christ, have influence at the throne of grace 1 

PRAYER. 

B lessed Lord God, whom we approach in the name of 
Christ, wc acknowledge thine we are and thee we ought 
to serve. Thou hast mercifully refreshed and preserved us 
during the past night. When we were fast asleep, helpless 
as children, and unable to defend ourselves from the attimk 
of any foe, thou didst surround us with the arms of thine 
almighty care, and permit no evil to befall us. We desire to 
feel our obligations to love and serve tlieo strengthened by 
the continuance of thine undeserved kindness. 

We have now read of the faithfulness of thy servant Samuel 
in thy work during a long life. Like him, may we be diligent 
in seeking after the prosperity of thy kingdom ; like him, may 
our afifection and attentions he occupied by the advancement 
of the interest of thy Church. 

Wc thank thee, O Lord, for thy law. May we feel the 
obligations under which we are laid to obey thy law from its 
high aud Divine sanction, as coming from thyself. May we 
most sensibly feci our obligations to obey thy law and observe 
thine ordinances, from a conviction of thy love. Thou hast 
given us thy law as much by the love of a Father, as the 
authority of a ruler. May thy laws, which are holy, just, 
and good, be the rule of our actions this day, and the constant 
guide of our steps all the future period of our lives. 

Graciously write thy laws on the hearts of our dear chil* 
(trim. Enable them to make a holy choice of thy holy laws 
to oe their counsellors ; then they shall ever find them to be 
a lamp unto their feet and a light unto their path. 

We desire to ofler up our prayers for aged friends, that they 
may enjoy those soothing, religious consolations in the even- 
ing of their days which thy servant Samuel so richly enjoyed. 
When their power of enjoying temporal comfort diminishesi 
may their capacity for enjoying spiritual and heavenly bless- 
ings increase. May their hoary hair, white with age, be found 
accompanied with unfeigned godliness ; then it will prove ft 
crown of glory more valuable and more desirable than the 
diadems of kings. Give our aged friends grace to pray with 
the Psalmist, Cast me not off in tho time of old age, forsake 
me not when my strength faileth. - . vn i 

Have mercy on all thy ministers, and make them faithful 
in thy service to the close of life. If they live till they are 
old and gray-headed, may they be continued ornaments of the 
glorious Gospel, and exhibit the blessed and comforting in- 
fluence of that truth and of those promises which thev tore 
so long published to others.. When they have finished their 
course, may they hear their redeeming God thus address 
them; Well done, good and faithful servants, enter ye into 

the joy of your Lord. , , « i j 

We pray for aU the magistrates and rulers of our land. 
Give to them the piefy, integrity, humility, and firmness 
which shone with such brightness in the character and actions 
of Samuel. At all times may the people have reason to say 
respecting them, Ye have not defrauded us, nor oppressed us, 
neither have ye taken ought of any man’s hand. 

O thou Hearer of prwrer, forgive our sins, and answer 

Tequests, for Jesus our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 

^ V V 0 847 
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THE OOSPBL rBAST. 

OW Englmd. Peten, TTareAam. 

1 TT OW ricli oro thy i)rovi8ionfi, Lord ! 
ITl Thy table furnislicd from above ! 
Tho fruits of life o’crs])road the hoard, 
The cup overflows with heavenly love. 

2 Thine ancient family, the Jews, 

Were first invited to the feast ; 

Wo humbly take what they refuse, 
i^nd Gentiles thy salvation taste. 

3 We are the poor, tlie blind, the lame, 
And help was far, and death was nigli ; 
But at the gospel-call wc came. 

And every want received supply. 


Watts, l*i, S. 7/7. 


ACTS xiir. 

Despising Christ, 

B e it known unto you therefore, men a7id brethren, that 
thronffh this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of 


89 And by him all that believe are justified from all things, 
from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. 

40 Beware, therefore, lest that com(? upon you which is 
spoken of in the prophets ; 

41 Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish : for 1 
work a work in your days, a work which ye sliall in no wise 
believe, though a man declare it unto you. 

42 And wdieu the Jews were gone out of llio synagogue, 
the (i entiles besought that these words might be preached to 
them the next sabbath. 

43 Now when the congregation was broken up, many of 
the Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: 
who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the 
grace of God. 

44 And tlic next sabbath day came almost the whole city 
together to hear the word of God. 

4*5 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled 
with envy, and s^iake against those things which were spoken 
by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. 

4G Then Paul and Barnabas waxed hold, and said. It was 
necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken 
to you : but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves 
imwoi-tby of everlasting life, lo, wc turn to the Gentiles. 

47 For so hath the Lord commanded ns, sat/im/, I have set 
thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for 
salvation unto the ends of the earth. 

48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and 
glorified the word of the Lord : and as many as w ere ordained 
to eternal life believed. 

49 And the word of the Lord was published throughout all 
the region. 

50 But the Jews stirred nj) the devout and honourable 
women, and the chief men of the city, and raised persecution 
against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their 
coasts. 

51 But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, 
and came unto Iconium. 

52 And the disciples were filled with joy, and with the 

Holy Ghost. 

Reflections cvon Acts xiii, — None but God can forgive sins. 
Christ forgave sins when he dwTlt on earth in his humiliation, and 
he now forgives sins whib? in heaven in his exaltation. This act 
proclaims his Divinity. Besides, he atoned for sin, and therefore 
has the right to forgive sin. Let each one of us ask "with solemn 
■incenty, ^^‘B[avo I applied to Jesus for the pardon of my sins, and 
tho renewing of my nature ? Believing in his power to pardon, and 
in his willingness to forgive, have I said, in the language of the 
penitent^ and afterwards pardoned publican, ^Iiotd, have mercy on 

QA|b * 


me a sinner ! * ” How seriously we should roBeot upon and ftel the 
importance of this truth, that in proportion to ChnsPs willingness 
to save and forgive will be the aggravation of our |fuilt, imd the 
greatness of our punishment, if we refuse to ask salvation, to implo^ 
ibrgivenoss through a Saviour’s death. If we are wise we will 
think in time, and consider those things ** which belong to onr peace 
before they bo for ever hid from our eyes.” 


PRATER. 

rpiIY mercy, O Lord, is above the heavens, while thy tnith 
reacheth unto the clouds. We acknowledge that all thy 
perfections have been dishonoured by the sins of men ; but we 
rejoice that all thy perfections have been glorified by the obe- 
dience, sufferings, and death of thy well-beloved Son. Glory 
to tby name, that thy mercy has obtained an honourable vent, 
by winch it can flow to miserable, guilty m en, consistently 
with the honour of all thine attributes. We take encourage- 
ment from thy mercy to put our trust under the shadow of 
thy wings. Thou art the fountain of all those blessings which 
our souls need, and thou dost mercifully withhold from us all 
those evils wliich our sins deserve. If thy mercy had not 
been great, long ere now every blessing had been ’^en from 
us. If thy mercy had not interposed, long ere now the hand 
of thy justice had fallen upon us, and made us the victims of 
thy vengeance. Wc will therefore sing of thy mercy. Thy 
mercy shall be built up for ever. We desire to acknowledge 
tliy daily goodness, wliich has not been interrupted by our 
daily and aggravated offences. Deeply affect us with the 
thought, that our offences arc greatly aggravated by thy good- 
ness, in opposition to wliich we have long sinned. Humble 
us under a sense of our sins anti our sinfulness. Give us that 
repentance which is evangelical; give us that repentance which 
is connected with genuintj, fervent desires to be delivered from 
the pollution of sin as well as its guilt. 

Lord, wc (uitr(‘at thy gracious pardon through the right- 
eousness of Christ alone. Wc believe that he alone atoned 
for human guilt, and take comfort that they who seek for- 
giveness through his Idood shall obtain the pardon of all their 
sins. Glory to our God, that one great object of the Gospel 
is to pro(jlaim forgiveness through tlie blood of Christ. O 
may we be among the blessed number of those who are justi- 
fied through the righteousness of Jesus from all things, from 
which wc could not be justified by the law of Moses. Suffer 
none of us to despise Christ, or the method of salvation by 
his suflerings and death. 

Preserve onr beloved children from neglecting their, salva^ 
iion, or despising Christ, Convince them that the destruction 
of despisers of Christ and his Gos^iel who die impenitent is 
inevitable, God forbid that this should be their sin, that this 
should be their doom ! 

Lord, give us an increasing love to the preaching of the 
Gospel. As the Gentiles besought the Apostles to preach to 
them the same words next Sabbath-day, may we have an 
increasing pleasure in hearing the same words of gospel truth 
reiterated in our hearing. Never, never may thy blessed 
Gospel be to us as a tale that is told ; but may it ever be to 
us the joyful sound. 

We rejoice that thy Gospel is preached to Gentile nations, 
and that when the Jews rejected it, the Gentiles received it. 
O Jesus, be a light to the Gentiles, that thou shouldst be 
for salvation unto the ends of the earth. 

We thank our heavenly Father for the xherdes of the day, 
and pray for tho pardon of all our sins. We commend our* 
selves and all our beloved friends to thy care this night. May 
we be so strengthened by refreshing repose, as to te prepared 
on the approaching day to serve thee according to thy wilU 
All we ask is for Jesus our Mediator’s sake. Amen* 


TWENTY-PUTH WBEK.— SATUKDAT MORNING. 


JOrjM AKD OtOATlNQ IN THE LOKD. 

ZeodanUi, Mimona/ry, c. m. 

1 Y® of every rank, with joy, 

* To God your onerings bring : 

Let towns and cities, hills and voles, 

'With loud hosannas ring. 

2 Let him receive the glory due 

To his exalted name ; 

“With thankful tongues, and hearts iullamed. 

His wondrous deeds proclaim. 

3 Praise him in elevated strains, 

And make the world to know 

How ^eat the Master whom ye serve. 

And yet how gracious too. 

Bedoomr, alt. 

. 1 SAMUEL XII. 

CowMtU to terre God. 

A ND Samuel said unto the people. Fear not : ye Iiave 
done all this wickedness : yet turn not aside from follow- 
ing the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart ; 

21 And turn ye not aside : for then should ye go after vain 
things, which cannot profit nor deliver ; for they are vaiu. 

22 For the Lord will not forsake his people for his great 
name’s sake ; because it hath pleased the Lord to make you 
his people. 

28 Moreover, as for me, God forbid that I should sin 
against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you : but I will teach 
you the good and the right way ; 

24 Only fear the Lord, and serve him in truth with all 
your heart : for consider how great things he hath done for 
you. 

26 But if ye shall still do wickedly, ye shall be consumed, 
both ye and your king. 

1 SAMUEL XIII. 

Saul rebuked by Samud, 

A ND the Philistines gathered themselves together to fight 
with Israel, thirty thousand chariots, and six thousand 
horsemen, and people as the sand which is on the sea shores in 
multitude ; and they eapic up, and pitched in Michmash, east- 
ward from Beth-aven. 

6 When the men of Israel saw that they were in a strait, 
(for the people were distressed,) then the people did hide 
themselves in caves, and in thickets, and in rocks, and in high 
places, and in pits. 

7 And some of the Hebrews went over Jordan to the land 
of Gad and Gilead. As for Saul, he was yet in Gilgal, and 
all the people followed him trembling. 

8 And he tarried seven days, according to the set time that 
Samuel had appomied: but Samuel came not to Gilgal; and 
the people were scattered from him. 

d And Saul said, Bring hither a burnt offering to me, and 
peace offerings. And he offered the burnt offering. 

10 And it came to pass, that as soon as he had made an end 
of offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came ; and Saul 
went out to meet him, that he might salute him. 

11 And Samuel said, What hast thou done? And Saul said. 
Because I saw that the people were scattered from me, and 
that thou earnest not within the days appointed, and that the 
Philistines gathered themselves together at Michmash ; 

12 Therefore said I, The Philistines will come down now 
upon me to Gilgal, and I have not made supplication unto 
the IjOrd: I forced myself therefore, and offered a burnt 
ofibring. 

18 And SiUQauel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly : 
thou luutt not k^t the commandment of the Lord thy G(^, 
wlridb he ootomanded : for now would the Lord have 
estahlisM thy kingdom upon Israel for ever. 


REEUEonoirs upon 1 Skxxmt xn., zm.— Wo have no mason to bo 
afraid of God’s wrath, if, under a penitential sense of onr sinfhlnose 
and unworthiness, we have fled to Jesus to obtoin forgiveness through 
his blood. Thcro is then no condemnation, for we are in Christ 
Jesus, clothed with his righteousness, and redeemed by his deatli. 
As Samuel prayed for Israel, may we offer the earnest supplications 
of our heart for our families, for the churches and congregations with 
which we are associated, for society, for our country, and for the 
interests of Immanuel’s kingdom. How affecting to tliink of the 
infatuation of Saul, and of his sacriligious acts, which proved the 
harbingers of his ruin ! ** Lord, hold us up, and wo shall be saved !” 

^ PRAYEIL 

^ LORD, we adore thee as our Creator and our Governor, 
^ Thou art infinitely worthy to be feared, and to be served. 
Yet we confess that we have often turned aside from following 
♦he Ijord. We have often preferred our own foolish counsels 
to thy wise laws. Wc have willingly obeyed our own corrup- 
tions, and we have firmly resisted thine authority. We have 
gone after vain things, which can neither profit nor deliver the 
soul. We have gone after vain things, by which our souls 
have sustained the greatest loss, and by which they have been 
exposed to the greatest danger. 

Cofwince our dear*children of the vanity, the disgrace, and 
the danger of a life of sin, (hnvince them that, thou^t^ sin 
is sweet to the carnal taste, it is a deadly poison, sufficient 
to bring upon the soul the inconceivable miseries of eternal 
death, 0 deliver them from sin the destroyer, and lead them 
to Christ the Savumr, 

Preserve such of us, O Lord, from backsliding, ns enjoy thy 
saving grace. Enable us to keep our garments clean. May we, 
through the Spirit, perfect holiness in the fear of the Lord. 

Wc r(‘joicc, O gracious (lod, that thou hast in thy gracious 
sovereignty formed u people for thyself, by separating them 
from the rest of the world, and adorning them with the graces 
of the Holy Ghost. O mercifully place us among the number 
of thy children, and may each one of ns belong to thy Church, 
whom thou liast made a peculiar people. Give us an increas- 
ing attachment to thy people. May we love the spirit they 
breathe, tlic language they speak, the pursuits they follow, 
and the graces with which they are adorned. 

Wc bless thee for the gracious promise, The Lord will not 
forsake his people for his name’s sake. Give us faith to plead 
this promise, and to derive from it that sweet consolation which 
it is fitted to impart in the hour of trial and of grief. Wo 
rejoice tliat it is impossible thou shouldst ever foi*sake thy 
people, for thou lovest them with an everlasting love, and hast 
pledged thine eternal veracity, whicdi is immutable as thy 
throne, that thou wilt not forsake thy people for thy name’s 
sake. 

We commend to thy saving care all our friends and relatives. 
Incline the hearts of all of them, without exception, to serve 
thee. Such of them as are now following after vanity, touch 
their souls by thine almighty grace, and may they serve the 
Lord with all their hearts. Make them as zealous in the service 
of Jesus as they have been zealous in the service of sin. 

Lord, impress our hearts with the grateful remembrance of 
the great things thou hast done for ns. In giving us life and 
reason and immortality, thou hast done great things for us. 
In preserving us from our birth to the present moment, and 
continuing with us the means of grace, thou hast done great 
things for us. But, in giving us Jesus, thy gift unspeakable, 
thou hast done great things for us, for which we would praise 
thee for ever and ever. 

We thank thee for thy kindness during the night, and we 
humbly seek thy guidance and assistance in the duties of this 
day. 

Hear our humble prayers, and foigive our sins, for Jesus 
our Mediator’s sake. Amen. 

m 


TWENTT-FIPTH WBEK^ATUilD^Y jmJNINO. 


THS aOBPBL THE POWEB OF QOD. 
PtniimU, Warmintter, Qovld^t* 

1 T^HAT shall the dying sinner do, 

* ’ That seeks relief for all his woe ? 
Whore shall the guilty conscience find 
Ease for the torment of the mind ? 

2 How shall we get our crimes forgiven, 

Or form our natures fit for heaven ? 

Can souls, all o’er defiled with sin, 

Hake their own powers and passions clean * 

3 In vain we search, in vain wc try. 

Till Jesus brings his Gospel nigh ; 

^Tis there that power and glory dwell. 
Which save rebellious souls from hell. 


ACTS XIV. 

&Mcm of the Qoapd. 

A ND it came to pass in Iconiuni, that they went both 
together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake, 
that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks 
believed. 

2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and 
made their minds evil aftected against tjie brethren. 

3 Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in tlic 
Lord, which gave testimony unto tlie word of his grace, and 
granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 

4 But the multitude of the city was divided : and part held 
witn the Jews, and part with the apostles. 

6 And when there was an assault made both of the Gentiles, 
and also of the Jews with their rulers, to use them despitefully, 
and to stone them, 

6 They were ware of it, and fled unto Lystra and Dcrbe, 
cities of Lycaonia, and unto the region that lieth round about : 

7 And there they preached the gospel. 

8 And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his 
feet, being a cripple fi’om his mother's womb, who never liad 
walked : 

9 The same heard Paul speak: who steadfastly beholding 
him, and perceiving that he had faith to be healed, 

10 Said with a loud voice. Stand upright on tliy feet. And 
he leaped and walked. 

rf}\ people saw what Paul had done, they 

lifted up their voices, saying in the speech of Lycaonia, The 
gods are come down to us in the likeness of men. 

12 And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mcrcurius, 
because he was the chief speaker. 

13 Then the priest of Jupiter, which was before their city, 
brought oxen and garlands unto the gates, and would have 
done sacrifice mth the people. 

14 Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, 
th^ rent their clothes, and ran in among the people, crying 

16 And saying. Sirs, why do ye these things? we also are 
inen of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye 
should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which 
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are 
therein : ® 

16 Who in times past suffered all nations to walk in their 
own ways. 

^®ycrthe]^ he left not himself without witness, in 
that he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful 
seasons, fillup our hearts with food and gladness. 

. 1 . . saying scarce restrained they the people, 

tnat tii^ had not done sacrifice unto them. 

Bmemom vros Acts xiv. — Faith is God’s irift. Jesus is tha 

f If^«havenofXlet ^"wfthS? 

«l«»ay, mk ftith from Jesus, who giveth UbenUy sad upbnddetfa 

vvU 


not. If we have obtained fhith, let us seek more fiu&, sayh^ with, 
the disciples, '^Lord increase our faith ! How dalightM it is to 
preaoh the Gospel, and how delightM it is to hear the Gbspel, when 
it is accompanied with the demonstration of the Spirit and with 
power. 0 with what earnestness and oontinuanoe we should inter* 
cede and plead with God for the copious descent of the influences of 
the Holy Spirit on all the churches, and wherever, and whenever, 
and by whomsoever the Word of truth is proclaimed. These in- 
fluences alono can cause the inoorruptible seed to germinate, to 
spring up, to bring forth spiritual fhiit. These alone can melt the 
heart cold as ice, and impress the lovely image of God upon the aouL 

PRAYER. 

^ OD and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
thou art the living God. The gods whom blinded heathens 
worship are vanities and lies ; but thou art the true God, who 
made the heaven and earth, and the sea, and all things 
that arc therein. During a long tract of ages thou hast left 
the nations to walk in their own ways ; but, we rejoice, there 
is a period coming, when all nations under the influenoe of the 
Gospel shall walk in the light of thy countenance. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in the wise and merciful arran^ 
ments of thy providence. The breezes of the heavens proclium 
thy beneficence, and the showers which descend from the 
clouds n^fresh the earth with thy blessing. Thou hast not 
left thyself without a witness, even among idolatrous heathens, 
in that thou doest good, making them the constant sharers of 
thy kindness, giving rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, and 
filling their hearts with food and gladness. Hasten the day, 
Father of mercies, when the Sun of righteousness shall illu- 
minate all the habitations of darkness and cruelty, and when 
showers of the Spirit's influences shall descend and gladden 
all their hearts. 

Let the Gospel, w^e earnestly pray, be abundantly blessed 
wherever it is proclaimed. Like the Apostles, may thy minis- 
ters jpreach the Word boldly in the name of the Lord, ever 
remembering that it is thy Word, and delivered for thy glory, 
under the high sanction of thy Divine and gracious authority. 
May a similar blessing attend their labours to that which 
attended the labours of thine inspired messengers : may multi- 
tudes believe, both of Jews and Gentiles. We have long heard 
the Gospel report, and may each one of us be among the 
number of those who believe it. Let none of us ever connect 
ourselves with those who are evil affected towards thy people. 
If there are any among our relatives determined enemies of 
Christ and his Gospel, may the enmity of their hearts soon be 
destroyed, and may they become the willing subjects of his 
gracious dominion. 

Make our beloved children the early and devoted iulyecte 
of the Prince of Peace, and may their aversion to his govern^ 
ment and laws be completely subdued. We oresent them 
b^ofe thee, O Jesus, for thy blesstny. Suger out diear 
children to come unto thee. 

We thank our God for the privileges we enjoy, in ooimeo* 
tion with the congregation with whidr^we are associated. We 
bless thee for all the assistance thou hast given to thy servant, 
in the discharge of his ministerial and public duties. Wo 
thank thee for all who have been brought to the knowledge of 
the truth, through his instrumentality. We pray that on the 
approaching Sabbath, and while he is Bounding the G:Mpel 
trumpet, thou wouldst most graciously and eztensivelv invo 
testimony to the Word of thy grace. 

A^pt of our humble acknowledgmmtts for the meioiaB 


au approaemng Sabbath. AU that we ask k for Jsmuf nkf. 

.^d may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ lie with 
Amen. 


TWINTY-SIXTH WESK<~fiABBATH MOKNING. 


ilTKMlft. 

Bmnddt* JMkthni, t. u. 

1 OlABOlTS and times obey hi« roice: 

^ The OTenkip and the mom rejoioe 
To eee tixe earth made 00 ft with showers, 

Ladea with fruit, and dressed in flowers. 

8 *Tb from his watery stores on high 
He gives the thirsty mund supply; 

He walks up^ Ihe clouds, and thenoo 
Doth his enriching drops dispense. 

8 The desert grows a fruitful field. 

Abundant food the valleys yield; 

The Tallevs shout with cheerful voice. 

And neignbouring hills repeat their joys. 

4 The pastures smile in green array; 

There lambs and larger cattle play; 

The larger cattle and the lamb 
Each in his language speaks thy name. 

^ ^ ^ Watts, P«. 66,/). //. 

PSALM LXV. 

JteoiOTis for Praiting Ood, 

P KAISE waiteth for thee, O God, in Zion ; and unto thee 
shall the vow be performed. 

' 2 0 thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come. 

8 Iniquities prevail against me : as for our transgressions, 
thou shait purge them away. 

4 Blessed is the man whom thou chooscst, and causest to 
approach unto thee^ that he may dwell in thy courts : we shall 
be satisfied with the goodness of tliy house, even of thy holy 
temple. 

5 By terrible things in righteousness wilt thou answer us, 
O God of our salvation ; who art the confidence of all the ends 
of the earth, and of them that are afar off upon the sea : 

6 Which by his strength setteth fast the mountains ; being 
girded with power : 

7 Which stilleth the noise of the seas, the noise of their 
waves, and the tumult of the people. 

8 They also that dwell in the uttermost parts are afraid at 
thy tokens : thou makest the outgoings of the morning and 
even^ to rejoice. 

9 Inou visitest the earth, and watercst it : thou greatly cn- 
richest it with the river of God, which is full of water : thou 
preparest them com, when thou hast so provided for it. 

10 Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly ; thou 
settlest the furrows thereof : thou makest it soft with showers : 
thou blessest the springing thereof. 

11 Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy 
paths drop fatness. 

12 They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness ; and the 
little hills rejoice on every side. 

PSALM LXVl. 

Oo(V$ glorious Powei\ 

TiT AKE a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands ; 

2 Si&g forth the honour of his name : make his 
glorious. 

8 Say unto God, How terrible art thou in thjr works! 
through the greatness of thy power shall thine enemies submit 
themimves unto thee. 

4 AU the earth shall worship thee, and, shall sing unto 
thee ; they shall sing to thy name. Selah. 

5 Come and see the works of God: he is terrible in his 
floiiig toward the chil^n of men. 

SmAoxioirs upok Psalu ixv., lxvi. — God waits in his courts to 
bisoi bis people, and there his pe^ie wait to reoeive the blessmgs of 
Ids h^tyv to expeiienoe the mwences of his Spirit, and to ^oy 
the pt his ftUowdiip. How lovely is the character of Qoa 

M the Beam dfpieyerl He is able, he is willing; and thr^ 
mediatida df Jesua the throne of graoe is always aooeasiUe. All 


praise 


flesh Have not yet approaoned that throne. Oh ! how glorious shall 
that day he when people of all nations, ond colour, and languages, 
shall h^ of Ood aa me Ood of salvation, as the hearer of prayer, 
and when from every of the earth supj^cations shall ascend to 
the mercy-seat of the Fa^er of mercies! Does God, as the God of 

E rovidenoe, cover the earth with verdure and fruitfulness? Does 
e irrigate its surface with streams, and send down refreshing 
showers from the olouds ? liOt us earnestly pray^ that God, os the 
Gbd of salvation, may graciously increase the spiritual verdure and 
fruitfulness of his church, and that the mo:^ desert of our world 
may soon become a spiritual garden, lovely with the flowers of grace, 
and glorious with the trees of righteousness. 

W E come into thy presence, O Lord, in the name of Jesus ; 

and we bless and adore thee that we have been preserved 
through another night, and are permitted, in the enjoyment of 
many comforts, to open our eyes on another day of the Son of 
man. While entering on the Sabbath, we would unite in 
earnest supplication ; and may the Hearer of prayer answer 
our supplications. 

We have the near prospect of entering into thy public courts; 
and we rejoice that praise waiteth for thee in Zion, and unto 
thee shall the vow be performed. Let thousands and tens of 
thousands praise thee this day in Zion, and let their songs, 
sweetened by the melody of love, devotion, and faith, ascend 
with acceptance before thy heavenly throne. Lord, make us 
as a family joyful in thy courts, and may we taste a portion of 
the pure and sacred blessedness of heaven. 

We adore thee, gracious God, as the only foundation of our 
hope. Thou art the confidence of all the ends of the e^th, 
and of them that are afaroflT upon the sea. We would rejoice 
that many arc to be found in distant nations, of different 
colour, language, and climate, all trusting in the same Sa- 
viour, and travelling to the same heaven. Let the efforts of 
faithful missionaries be signally honoured of God iu the in- 
crease of the numbers of tliose who forsake their vanities and 
lies, who worship God os the only Jehovah, and who trust iu 
Christ as the only Saviour. 

We bless thee for thy kindness in the season of the year. 
Til on hast given us the Spring, and now we are permitted to 
behold all the vcrdm’e, luxuriance, and glory of Summer. 
Thou hast not only made the outgoings of the morning and 
evening, hut thou hast made the outgoings of the seasons to 
rejoice over us. Wlien we look on the surface of the earth, 
when we see the rich valleys adorned with the future hopes of 
harvest, wc are reminded of tliy covenant with Noah, that 
seed-time and harvest shall not cease. Thou visitest the 
earth, and waterest it ; thou preparest corn for the children 
of men, when thou hast so provided for it. Thou sendest 
rain from the clouds to refresh the fields, which ore cultivated 
by the hands of the husbandman. Thou crownest the year 
with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fatness. Praise to 

thy name ! . . cf i » 

Let our dear children not be thorns and briars tn Satan s 
wilderness ; but make them fir4rees, olives, and myrtles in 
the garden of thy church. And may our servants be trees 
of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be 

gloried, v . 1 . 

May our aged friends be trees of great b^uty, exhaling the 
fragrance of that heavenly paradise to which they hope soon 
to be transplanted. 

Graciously assist our beloved minister in breaking among 
us, and the congregation with which we are associated, the 
bread of life. 

Comfort afflicted souls, whether they are in thy houw or m 
their private retirements. O let these our supplioatioiii be 
acceptable in thy rngU, for Jesuit sake. Amen. 

Our Father which iurt in heaven, Idc. 

801 


TWENTY-SIXTH WEEK.-SjLBBATH EVENING. 


HEAllINa PRAYEK. 

BuOtingham. SpUbtvah Nnctmvy. C. ». 

1 "VTOW aliall ray solemn vows bo paid 

To that nlmighty power, 

Tliat heard the long re<iuosts T muna 
In my distressful hour. 

2 My lips and cheerful heart prepare 

To make his mercies known ; 

Come, yo that fear my God, and hear 
The wonders he has done. 

3 Wlien on my head huge sorrows full, 

I sought his h(;avenly aid 
He 6av(‘d my sinking soul Ironi liell, 

And deatli’s eternal shad(‘. 

\\ M-rs, Pd. <»(),/>. //. 

PSALM LXVI. 

Pc.<iolution.<i to praise (jod, 

O BL15SS our God, ye people, and make the voice of Ins 
})rai8e to be heard : 

9 Which holdeth our soul in life, and suffereth not our feet 

to be moved. I 

10 For thou, O God, hast proved us : thou hast tried us, as ] 

silver is tried. 

11 Thou broughtest us into the net; thou laidst affliction 
upon our loins. 

12 Thou hast caused men to ride over our heads; we went 
through fire and through water : hut tliou broughtest us out 

into a wealthy place. . 

13 I will go into thy house with burnt offerings : I will pay 

thee my vows, , , i 

11 Whi(;li iiiy lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, 

when I was in trouble. . • i 

15 I will offer unto thee burnt sacrifices of fatlings, with 
the incense of rams; I will offer bullocks with goats. Selah. 

16 Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and 1 will declare 
what he hath done for my soul. 

17 I cried unto him with my mouth, and he was extolled 
with my tongue. 

18 If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Loiin will not 
hear me: 

19 But verily God hath heard me : he hath attended to the 
voice of my prayer. 

20 Blessed be God, which hath not turned aw^ay my prayer, 
nor bis mercy from me. 

PSALM LXVII. 

Prayer for God's Kingdom. 

( 'i OD be merciful uuto us, and bless us ; a7id cause his face 
^ to shine upon us. Selah. 

2 That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving 
health among all nations. 

3 Let the people praise tlicc, O God; let all the people 
praise flice. 

4 O let tlic nations be glad and sing for joy : for thou slialt 
judge the people righteously, and govern the nations upon 
earth. Selah. 

5 Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people 
praise thee. 

6 Then shall the earth yield her increase ; and God, even 
our own God, shall bless us. 

7 God shall bless us ; and all the ends of the earth shall 
Cear him. 

BarLECXioKS upon Psalm lxvi., lxvii. — C hrist, as God, gave us 
natural life; and, as God, he preserves it. ** It is in him we live, in 
him W6 move, and in him we have our being.^* As our Saviour, he 
nommunicates imiiitnal life to the souls of his saints, and preserves 
that spiritual Urn within them on earth, until it becomes eternal life 
in heaven. What abundant reason, then, w^o have to worship liim 
afi2 


in loudest straim of praise! Does God afflict his perok ? 
them because he loves them. Ho employs the dismpUse of affiiotaona 
to teach them lessons more valuable than treasmea of silver ai^ 
irold Ho prepares the medioino of affliction to ^moto thar 
spiritual health, and heal the maladies of their muL He kindles the 
furnace of affliction, that they may come forth like the gold that has 
been seven times tried. Oh ! with what joy wo shoi^ antidpate the 
arrival of millennial days, when the mediatorial reign shall imivfflv 
sally prevail, accompanied with universal blessedness and peace ! 

PRAYER. 

W E adore thee, O Lord, as the living God, and as the life- 
giving God. It is in thee we live and move and have 
our being. From ten thousand dangers thou hast preserved 
US, and from ten thousand perils thou hast delivered us. 
When we were brought to the very brink of the grave, thou 
didst restore our soul. What reason have we to exclaim, in 
the language of the Psalmist, O bless our God, ye people, and 
make the voice of his praise to be heard : who holdeth our 
soul in life, and suffercth not our feet to bo moved. 

We confess our sinfulness, by which we deserve the heavi^t 
afflictions; and we acknowledge thy justice in all the afflic- 
tions which have befallen us. Give us grace to believe that 
thou hast had a providential hand in all our sufferings. Thou 
liast cast us into the furnace of afflictions, and hast proved us. 
As wc have been tried as silver, may we be purified as silver. 
Take away the dross of our sins, and the tin of our corrup- 
tions. Wc have been in the net of affliction, and may we 
believe that tliou broughtest us into the net. At various times 
wicked men seemed to prevail against us, and may we believe 
that, for wise reasons, thou didst allow them to ride over our 
heads. We have been in the fire and in the water of affliction, 
but we praise thee that we have been conducted safely through 
fire and through water. O may wc be in reality conducted to 
thyself, and to thy covenant, and to thy church ; and, when 
the journey of life is over, may we be led to heaven : then 
shall we be brought into the wealthiest and the happiest por- 
tion of thy dominions, where we shall for ever behold, and 
enjoy, and praise the Lamb, who is in the midst of the throne. 
Teach every member of the family to consider thy church as 
the wealthiest place on earth, where spiritual treasures of in- 
conceivable worth arc to be found. 

Mm/ our dear children be impressed with the happiness 
and blessedness of those who are members of thy church; 
and may they be induced to say, Wc will go with you^ for 
God is with you. May our servants be made members qf 
thine invisible church, and heirs of thy heaven. 

Wc thank the King of Zion for a preached Gospel, and that 
we have been permitted to listen to the joyful sound. Prom 
what we have heard of thy grace and mercy, and of the obli- 
gations under which we arc laid to love and serve thee, may 
we make solemn resolutions and vows, in the strength of divine 
grace, that wc will devote ourselves, soul and body, to thy ser- 
vice — that we shall be for thee, and not for another. O to bf 
enabled to say and resolve, We ai’C not our own, for we are 
bouglit witli a price ; therefore, we will glorify thee, our God, 
with our bodies and our spirits, which are thine ! Having so 
vowed, may we resolve, in the language of the Psalmist, w e 
will pay these our vows which our lips have uttered, and which 
our mouth hath spoken. 

Lord, have mercy on all the nations of the earth. O let the 
nations be glad and sing for joy : let the people praise thee^ O 
God ; let all the people praise thee. 

We thank thee for the mercies and privileges of this 
blessed, honoured day, and we seek the gradous care of ottr 
new covenant God this night, for Jesus our Mediator’s sake. 
Amen. 

Our Father wliieh art in heaven, &c. 


TWlNTy.SrXTH WEEK.— MONDAY MOENINO. 


, raSAPINO THS PBOM18S8. 

M<mii (kii90irjf* Onidoiw^ Bmgw, c.m. 

1 T2EH0IJ) thy waiting aeryant, Lord^ 

" Beyoted to thy fear; 

, Bemember and oonfinn ^y word, 

For all my hopes are there. 

9 East ihon not writ salyation down, 

And promised quickening grace ? 

, Both not my heart address thy throne, 

And yet &y love delays ? 

0 Kine eyes for thy salvation fail ; 

0 bear thy servant up ; 

Kor let the soofUng lips prevail, 

Who dare reproach my hope. ' 

Watts, i>#. 119, p. X I 

1 SAMUEL XV. 

Saul needed, 

QAMUEL also said unto Saul, The Lord sent me to anoint 
thee to be king over his people, over Israel : now there- 
fijre he«» *lcftn thou unto the voice of the words of the Lord. 

3 Thua saith the Lord of hosts, I remember that which 
A«»Ulf did to Israel, how he laid wait for him in the way, 
when he came up from Egypt. 

8 Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that 
they have, and spare them not ; but slay both man and woman, 
jnfttnt and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass. 

7 Saul smote the Amalekites from Havilah until thou 
oomest to Shur, that is over against Egypt. 

9 But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of 
the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, 
and all that was good, and u’ould not utterly destroy them : 
but every thing that was vile and refuse, that they destroyed 
utterly. 

10 Then came the word of the Lord unto Samuel, saying, 

11 It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king : for 
he is turned back from following me, and hath not performed 
my commandments. And it grieved Samuel ; and he cried 
unto the Lord all night. 

18 And Samuel came to Saul : and Saul said unto him. 

Blessed be thou of the Lord : I have performed the command- 
ment of the Lord. ■ , . . 

17 And Samuel said, "When thou wast little in thine own 
sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes of Israel, 

and the Lord anointed thee king over Israel? 

19 Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of the 
Lord, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst evil in the sight 

of the Lord? , , , j r • 

22 And Samuel said. Hath the Lord as great delight in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice 0‘ fhe 
Lord? Behold, to obey is better than saenhee, and to 
hearken than the fat of rams. 

28 For rebellion is as the sm of witchcraft, and stubborn- 
ness i* as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hwt rejected 
the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being 

AH also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent ; 
for he <* not a man, that he should repent. 

80 Then he said, I have sinned; yet honour me now, I 
pray thee, before the elders of my people, and ^fore Isrwl, 
turn again with me, that I may worship the Lord thy 

So Samuel turned again after Saul; and Saul worshipped 

theLcmn. 

most t lUxnn xv.— Ood is the feimtain of ^ legita- 

wSsm the rulers of fto earth dOTve their power, 

sad to whom Sw ims aooountaUe for its use. It m not 
own n*e they^infsrtsd with this power. It is for the glory of 


God, the prosperity of the Church of Christ, and tho welfare of tkoee 
committ^ by Bivine Providence to their care. How much, then, 
they need wisdom fium above, and to be anointed with tho graces of 
the Holy Spirit, that they may prove blessing to tho community, ! 
and be qualified to fulfil the important duties of their high and 
rosponsiUe calling ! Saul furnishes a melancholy example of a king 
destitute of those high and gracious attainments which were neces- 
sary to enable him faithfully and implicitly to obey tho commands 
of Israers God. What a blessing when rulers follow Christ’s ex- 
ample, and rule in righteousness ! 

PRAYEE. 

T^E adore thee, O Lord our God, as Israers God. In 
ancient times, and during a long succession of ages, 
thou didst won^rfully appear as Israers God. Thou didst 
choose Jacob unto thyself, and Israel for thy peculiar treasure. 
I’hou art the Strength of Israel ; O be to us, w a nation, as a 
church, as a congregation, and as a family, our strength. In 
the day of bodily affliction, in the day of trying bereavements, 
in the time of severe temptations, and in the prospect of 
encountering the king of terrors, be thou the strength of our 
heart and our portion for ever. 

We adore thee as a God of truth. Thou the Strength of 
Israel wilt not lie nor repent ; for thou art not a man that thou 
shouldst repent. We thank thee for thy promises, which are 
applicable to thy people in all the varieties of circumstances 
in which they can possibly be placed. We thank thee for thy 
promises, which are a balm for every wound, and a cordial for 
every fear. May we individually find the suitableness of thy 
promises to every case, and may we lean upon them as a staff 
which can support the soul under the pressure of the heaviest 
calamities. And what reason have we to rejoice that thy 
promises never fail in their accomplishment! Give us that 
saving faith, without which we can have no interest in thy 
promises ; and may it be the happiness of each one of us to 
take a vigorous hold of all thy promises, in every part of our 
journey through the vale of this world to tlie heavenly mansions. 

Bless to us what we have now read of the destruction of 
the Amalekites. May we learn, from their history and their 
doom, the great sin and the great danger of injuring even the 
least and the meanest of thy children. May the enemies of 
thy people reflect that thou treasurest up in the hook of thy 
remembrance every instance of cruelty and oppression exer- 
cised against them ; and though thy children are not allowed 
to avenge themselves upon their enemies, yet thou art a 
jealous and a righteous God, and wilt bring down upon their 
head the iron rod of thy righteous vengeance. 

From the conduct of Israel, in falling greedily upon the 
spoil of Amalek, and in refusing fully to obey God’s com- 
mand in utterly destroying them, may we leani tho sin and 
danger of the sin of covetousness and disobedience. Preserve 
us, O Lord, from an unhallowed love of the world. Deliver us 
from the sin of covetousness, and teach us to covet earnestly 
the best gift. O Jesus, thou art that gift. Thee may we 
seek as the pearl of great price. 

Teach our children to yield a ready and a constant obe- 
dience to all thy commands^ Suffer them not to fall into the 
sin of rebellion, either against God or their earthly par^tSs 
Open their eyes to see that rebellion is as the sm of wttch* 
crafL and that stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 

O Lord, hold us up, that we fall not into the sm of rqect- 
ing God. May we not reject thy greatest mft— the «ft d 
^ thy well-beloved Son. May we not reject the counaeto, the 
wMningB, and the consolations which our Saviour m«cifuUy 
. holds out in a preached Gospel. 

Accept our thanks for the mercies, of the night, and may 
t we walk this day under «ie light of thy countenance, for our 
f I blessed Saviour’s sake. Amen. ^ 



TWlNTy-SIXTH MON^Y BYXMINO. 


HOLT TOBTXTODB. 
amMiUd. BMdgate. POM. 

1 A U 1 a soldier of the cross, 

A follower of the Lamb ? 

And shall I fear to own his cause, — 
Or blush to speak his name ? 

2 Are there no foes for me to face ? 

Must I not stem the flood ? 

Is this vile world a friend to grace. 
To help me on to God ? 

8 Sure I must fight, if I would reign ; 
Increase my courage, Lord ! 

I *11 bear the toil, endure the pain, 
Supported by thy w^ord. 


— j 

.1 

wished to worship him as a god, dragged him out of the oitj|r, atened 
him, and left him, supposing he was dead I Lord, what » matir* 

Persecutors may attempt to destroy the lives, and e^ diort tiie use* 
fulness of the faitl^ heralds of the Cross, and they may throw 
numerous impediments in the way of the progress ihe Qoqpel of 
Christ. The purpose of God stsmds sure. Ko malioe or efforts 
of men can prevent the success of the Gospel which God has decreed, 
or shorten for one moment the lives of his holy servants, which ^ ^ 

has purposed to preserve. At the very commencement of Chris* 
tianity attempts were emploved to corrupt the Qiristian frith, and 
at no period have the clouds of erroneous opinions completely dis* 
appeared from tho Armament of the visible Church* Still, we hare 
reason to rejoice that we enjoy to the present day Divine truth in 
all its fulness, and in all its spotless punty. 


ACTS XTV. 

IHRfftnce of the Apollo. 

A ND there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and 
Iconium, who persuaded the people, and, having stoned 
Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead. 

20 Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he 
rose up, and came into the city : and the next day lie departed 
with Barnabas to Derbc. 

21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city, 
and had taught many, they rctunicd again to Lystra, and to 
Iconium, and Antioch, 

22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting 
them to continue in tho faith, and that we must through 
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. 

23 And when tliey had ordained them elders in every 
church, and had prayed Avitli fasting, they commended them 
to the Lord, on whom they believed. 

24 And after they had passed throughout Pisidia, they 
came to Pamphylia. 

26 And when they had preached the word in Perga, they 
went down into Attalia : 

26 And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence they had 
been recommended to the grace of God for the work which 
they fulfilled, 

27 And when they were come, and had gathered the church 
together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them, 
and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. 

28 And there they abode long time with the disciples. 

ACTS XV. 

J>i9pute about Circumcision. 

A ND certain men which came down from Judsea taught 
the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after 
the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. 

2 When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissen- 
sion and disputation with them, they determined that Paul 
and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to 
Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question. 

8 And being brought on their way by the church, they 
passed through Phenice and Samaria, declaring the conver- 
sion .of the Gentiles : and they caused great joy unto all tho 
brethren. 

4 And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were re- 
ceived of the church, and of the apostles and elders, and they 
declared all things that God had done with them. 

6 But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees 
which believed, saying, That it was needful to circumcise 
themj and to command them to keep the law of Moses. 

6 And the apostles and elders came together for to con- 
sider of this matter. 

jEttVdOXXOirs upoir Aens xxv., zv.— In many instances public 
opinion has appeared changeable as the winds of the heavens. Con- 
naetidirith our Saviour the multitude shouted ^^Hosaxmah!” to- 
di^, and to^manow, '^Onicify him— Ksruoify him!’* As to Paul, 

I tile Apoftla of the Gentiles, on the mne day the pepnlaoe, who 


PRAYER. 

O LORD, we desire to esteem it our honour and delight 
that we are allowed, after the ordinary engagements of 
the day, to draw near thy throne in humble dependence on 
the Holy Spirit, and in the name of Jesus to adore thee as 
our Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer, We desire each one 
of us to say, with adoring humility, in the language of inspi- 
ration, The spirit of God hath m^e me, and the breath of 
the Almighty hath given me life. Wo acknowledge thee as 
our preserving God. May this blessed promise be applicable 
to us, and mercifully accomplished in us : The Lord preserveth 
the souls of his saints, he delivereth them out of the hands of 
the wicked. We adore thee as our redeeming God. Wc lift 
up our eyes to thee for that appropriating faith by which W6 
shall claim an interest in Christ as our redeeming God, and 
say, in the language of humble yet exulting confidence, I 
know that my Bedeemer liveth : and that at the latter day 
he shall stand upon the earth ; and though after my skin 
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God. 
Heavenly Father, mercifully grant that each member of our 
family may be able to use this believing and consolatory 
language, and cleave to Jesus as their Divine Redeemer. 

May sacred and saving light accompany what we have now 
read. We would glorify thy name i'or the remarkable in- 
stances in which thou hast appeared in behalf of thy minister- 
ing servants, and for prolonging their lives to accomplish the 
work they were destined to perform. Lord, continue to a 
good old age the lives of useful labourers in thy vineyards, 
and make them, like Paul, remarkably successful in extend- 
ing the boundaries of the Mediator’s kingdom over the face 
of a corrupted, rebellious, and miserable world. 

Mat/ our dear children, through 'the instrumentality of a 
preached Gospel, be added to the kingdom of Immanued, and 
become his loyal, loving, and obedient subjects. 

Have mercy on all thy people, wherever they ore found. 
Let their faith be confirmed, and all their graces strengthened. 
Suffer not aged or afflicted saints to be cast down by the 
tribulations of this wilderness state. Teach them to lay their 
account with the storms of the desert. Let them not imagine, 
when they are assaulted by Satan, when they are reproadira 
by wicked men, or when the hand of disease is laid upon them, 
that any strange thing has befallen them. Bring to tbeir 
remembrance the words of the Apostles: We must througb 
much tribulation enter into the kmgdom of God. May we 
be amazed at the love of God in providing a kmgdom for hit 
people, which they shall inherit after idl the tribulatioiis of 
the journey have come to an end. O Lord, we would mourn 
over the miserable doom of the wicked and unb^erinft if 
th^ die impenitent. ' ^ 

Bless, O Lord, the duties and engagement! of the day, ai^ 
be our shield and defence this night. Wkea 
nights mme to an end, O may we enter nsjym m imriOfM 
eternal day in heaven, for the sdke of JesaAotir imd 

8urety« Amen. 


MOBJTINO. 


eCmWi IN CREtST* 

jr<wii;«N. Acto% c.i£. 

1 n UB 1^1 now firm hi# promite ituidii. 

^ E*esi when he hides hv fhce ! 

He trusts in our Eedeemer's han^ 

His ^tj and his grace. 

2 Then why, my soul, these sad complaints, 

Binoe Christ and we are one ? 

Thy Ood is faithful to his saints. 

Is faithful to his Son. 

8 Beneath his smiles my heart has lived, 

And part' of heaven possessed ; 

1 praise his name for grace received, 

And trust him for &e rest. 

1 SAMUEL XVI. 

David chaen vmd anoiviUd* 

A hD the Lobd and unto Samuel, How long wilt thou 
^ aeum for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning 
over Israel? £11 thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee 
to Jesse the Beth-lehemite : for I have provided me a king 
among his sons. 

2 And Samuel said, How can I go? If Saul hear it, he 
will kill me. And the Lord said, Take an heifer with thee, 
and say, I am come to sacrifice to the Lord. 

8 And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will shew thee what 
thou fdialt do : and thou shalt anoint unto me him whom I 
name unto thee. 

4 And Samuel did that which the Lord spake, and came 
to j^th-lehem. And the elders of the town trembled at his. 
coming, and said, Comest thou peaceably ? 

6 And he said, Peaceably : I am come to sacrifice unto the 
liORD : sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice. 
And he sanctind Jesse and his sons, and called them to the 
sacrifice. 

6 And it came to pass, when they were come, that he 
looked on Eliab, and said, Surely the Lord’s anointed is 
before him. 

7 But the Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on his counte- 
nance, or on the height of his stature ; because 1 have re- 
fused him : for the lAJRD seeth not as man seeth ; for man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketli on 
the heart. 

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made bim pass before 
Samuel. And he said. Neither hath the Lord chosen this. 

9 Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And he said, 
Neither hath the Lord chosen this. 

10 Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before 
Samuel. And Samuel said unto Jesse, The Lord hath not 
chosen these. 

11 And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children ? 
And he said, There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, 
he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send 
mi fetch him : for we will not sit down till be come hither. 

12 And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy 
ana withal of a boautifal countenance, and goodly to look to. 
And the Lord said, Arise, anoint him : for this ts he. 

18 Then Samud took the horn of oil, and anointed him in 
ihjb midet of his brethren : and the Spirit of the Lord came 
mpoa Dayid foom tluit day forward. So Samuel rose up, and 
went to Hamah. 

14 Bui the Sjmt of the Lord departed from Saul, ao^ ^ I 
efil ipirti fkom tM Lord troubled him, 

15 And Saules servants said unto him, Behold now, an evil 
lifMt dnm 0ed taoubletk ihee. 

: enr tod now oommtnd thy aorvanta, utkich are 

betoe to seek out a man, wko is a cannin g 
Imrpt aadl it toA entne to paa#, when the evil apirit from God i 


is upon thee, that he shall play with his hand, and thou shalt 
be well. 

17 And Saul said unto his servants. Provide me now a man 
that can jday well, and bring him to me. 

Rkplbctionb upon 1 Sanuix XVI, — ^To bo rejected of men may be 
a great calamity, and render life oppressive, and this world a wil- 
derness of woe ! but none can conceive the magnitude of the calamity 
in being rejected of God I 0 may it be our blefsedness to enter into 
covenant with Christy then we shall for ever enjoy God’s favour, 
which is life, and his loving-kindness, which is better than hfe. 
Then we shall walk all day in the light of his countenance, and 
rejoice in the prospect of that glorious day, when wo shall be satis- 
fied, and awake with his likeness. 

PRAYER. 

TNFINITELY glorious and gracteus Jehovah, wo adore theo 
as the sovereign ruler of the universe. Thou art no re- 
specter of persons; and, in dispensing thy blessings among 
the children of men, thou art neither influenced nor guldea 
by external appearances. Thou didst pass by the seven son# 
of Jesse, and thou didst choose David the youngest, who fol- 
lowed his father’s flocks, and thou didst raise him up to be the 
king of thy people Israel, One member of a family thou 
raisest to great honour, while others, who have enjoyed the 
greatest share of their parents’ admiration, are left to sink 
into comparative indigence and obscurity. Thou the Lord 
scest not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but thou tlie Lord lookest on the heart. 

We praise thee that as David was especially chosen and 
anointed to he the ruler of Israel, Jesus, thy wcU-beloved Son, 
was especially chosen and anointed to be the King of Zion. 
Eternal praises be ascribed to thy glorious name, that thou 
spakest iu vision to thy holy one, and saidst, I have laid help 
upon one that is mighty ; I have exalted one chosen out of the 
people. I have found David my servant ; with my holy oil 
have I anointed him : with whom my hand shall be cstabiisned; 
mine arm also shall strcngtlien him. 

Glory to our God that thine anointed Son hath appeared, 
and that he hath accomplished, by his almighty power, a 
deliverance far more wonderful than the deliverance from 
Egyptian slavery or Chaldean bondage. Mighty Jesus, may 
we as a family be captives ransomed and set at liberty by thy 
meritorious righteousness and powerful arm. 

We adore and praise thee, O Lord, as a merciful and com- 
passionate God. Lord, teach us highly to value thy com- 
passion and thy mercy. Amid all the afflictions of this 
journeying state, may our hearts be comforted by the remem- 
brance and enjoyment of thy mercy. O let these words be 
fulfilled in our experience : The mercy of the Lord is from 
everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him. 

And may these encouraging words be fulfilled in our dear 
children, and his righteousness unto our children's children. 

As David was anointed with oil, may we, and our relatives, 
and our congregation, be anointed witli the oil of grace. O let 
it be poured out upon us in a rich degree ! As the Spirit of 
God entered into David, may the spirit of grace enter into 
us, and may we become temples of the Holy Ghost. 

Alas, we have been long under an evil spirit I Satan has had 
long dominion over us : O deliver us from his power. Lord, we 
have long been under a spirit of pride, enmity, and unbelief, 
graciously deliver us from this evil spirit, and let humility, 
love, and faith reign in our hearts, and adorn our souls. 

We thank God that we have been preserved upon our beds, 
and that we have awoke au^ounded by thy mercies. 

Be our God and our guide tliis day. Bless our approach to 
thy throne, hear our pimeiai, and mgive our sin% for Jem 
our Jmmapners sake. Amem 

s E 2 W 


TWINTY-SDCTH week.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


VHB KINaBOM OV CHRIST. 

Ifew England. Bt^oUs New, BremXe/y, Jkihy, u ti. 

1 God, whose tiniyersal sway 

The known and unknown worlds obey ; 

Now give the kingdom to thy Son ; 

Extend his power, exalt his throne. 

^ Thy sceptre well becomes his hands, 

All heaven submits to his commands ; 

His justice shall avenge the poor. 

And pride and rage prevail no more. 

3 With power ho vindicates the just, 

And treads the oppressor in the dust; 

His worship and his fear shall last 
Till hours, and years, and time be past. 

Watts, 72, p. i. 

ACTS XV. 

Ootpel preached to the Qenitlee. 

A nd when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, 
and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how 
that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the 
Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, 
and believe. 

8 And Gt)d, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, 
giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; 

9 And put no difference between us and them, purifying 
their hearts by faith. 

10 Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon 
the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we 
were able to bear ? 

11 But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ wc shall be saved, even as they. 

12 Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience 
to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders 
God had wrought among the Gentiles by them. 

18 And after they had held their peace, James answered, 
saying. Men and brethren, hearken unto me : 

14 Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the 
Gentiles, to take out of tliem a people for his name. 

16 And to this agree the words of the prophets ; as it is 
written, 

16 After tliis I will return, and will build again the taber- 
nacle of David, which is fallen down ; and I will build again 
the ruins thereof, and I will set it up : 

17 That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and 
all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the 
Tiord, who doeth all these things. 

18 Known unto God are all his works from the beginnins: 
of the world. 

19 Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, 
which from among the Gentiles are turned to God : 

I 20 But that we write unto them, that they abstain from 
pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things 
strangled, andyrom blood. 

21 For Moses of old time hath in every city them that 
preach him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath day. 

22 Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole 
church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch 
with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas sumamed Barsabas, 
and Silas, chief men among the brethren. 

Bbflsctxons xtpon Acts xv.- — O n earth believers see through a 
glass dwkly ; m heaven chey see face to face. Here below difference 
of opinion exists among the best of saints, and even disputations 
ina 3 r arise, to interrupt the love and disturb the fellowship of Christ’s 
family ; but in heaven the ransomed millions see eye to ^e : clouds 
of error and mists of ignorance have past away for ever. There is 
no night thei^ for God is the everlasting light of his ledeemed and 
jpodfied ohurdi, and the Lamb m the midst of the throne is the 


light thereof. We belong to Gentile nations, 

Scriptures, the subjeots of the most illuitnous, esmatiiig, and 
ing predictions that ever flowed from the lips, or were reoram by 
the pen, of inspired prophets. Glory to God t^t we live in days 
when these pr^ictions of Gentiles coming to Christ’s light, and flee- 
ing into his Church like doves to their windows, are actually* accom- 
plished. What Jubilee songs shall be celebrated in heaven, in unkon 
with those on earth, when Jews and Gentiles shall constitate one 
flock under Jesus, the great Shepherd and Bishop of souls I 


PRAYER. 

H oly and Divine Spirit, we humbly seek thv gra^, that 
we may be enabled with the voice of thanksgiving wd 
praise to approach the throne of God. O Father of mercies, 
we ascribe to thee glory and honour, for all the good things 
which we now enjoy, and for the rich inheritance which we 
hope to possess beyond the grave. We present our Aanks- 
givings, however imperfect, for the continuance of thy kindness 
to us during the past day ; for any assistance imparted m our 
religious duties, and for any smiles of thy gracious providence 
upon our temporal concerns. We thank our God for the daily 
supply of our temporal wants, and for thy forbearance and 
patience with our daily offences. 

Merciful Father, we commit ourselves this night, and all 
that we are and have, with all our beloved relatives, to thy 
merciful care. May both our souls and bodies be defended 
from every evil. May our feeble nature be refreshed with 
sleep ; and on the approaching day may we serve thee with 
renewed liveliness, fidelity, and strength. As every day is 
I bringing us nearer the eternal world, may we become every 
day more prepared for the heavenly state. Have pity on our 
careless relatives who are living without Gt)d, and who are 
every day becoming less fit to die ; and who, alas I are becoming 
every day more prepared for the abodes of the lost. Let 
divide grace mercifully interpose, and stop them in their 
dangerous career, and through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ may they be saved, as well as others. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for the Gospel of thy Son, and 
that so many of the Gentile nations have opportunities of 
hearing the joyful sound. We adore that sovereignty by 
which they werts separated for many hundreds of years from 
the Church of God, while the Jews enjoyed the orainances of 
thy gracious appointment. And we adore that sovereignty by 
which the Jews are now separated i^om thy Church, and the 
Gentiles introduced into their place. Even so. Father, for so 
it hath seemed good in thy sight. Glory to our God, that 
there is a period fixed by the gracious purposes of heaven, 
when Jews and Gentiles shall be united in one Church, sitting 
down together around thy Gospel table, and feasting upon the 
delicious provision of thy grace. We lay the following pro- 
mises at thy feet, O God of mercy and of truth, and we 
humbly pray that they may be speedily fulfilled : After this I 
will return, and build again the tabernacle of David, which is 
fallen down ; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and Z 
will set it up : that the residue of men might seek after the { 
Lord, and all the Gentiles upon whom my name is called, 
saith the Lord, who doeth all these things. O liord, hasten 
the accomplishment of these promises in thy due time. We 
rgoice that they are on record, and that their aooompliehmmit 
is as secure as the throne of God. 

lord, have mercy on our dear children, and may hearty 
be purified by faith. Give u$ the early evidefUfes that they are 
washed with the washing qf regeneration. 

We seek in behalf of the aged and afflicted the ocmolitioitt 
of the Gospel. Prepare them for that world wherb tiay pedgte 


TW^nJTir-SIXTH 7mBK^WS]>NlSDAY MOSNING. 


•ATAK’s TSHFTATIONi. 

* Mwp Cbujniie. AimV CM. 

I ^Ow 8«tan comes with dreadfhl roar, 

And threat^a to destroy; 

He mrries whom he can’t devour 
With a malicious joy. 

3 Kow he appears almost divine, 
like innocence and love ; 

But the old serpent lurks within, 

When he assumes the dove. 

8 !Eiy from the false deceiver’s tongue, 

Ye sons of Adam, fly ; 

Our parents found the snare too strong, 

Nor should the children try. Wins, 157, A //. 

1 SAMUEL XVII. 

Goliath*i Threateningt. 

A ND there went out a champion out of the camp of the 
Philistines^ named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was 
m cubits and a span. 

5 And he had an helmet of brass upon his head, and he 
was armed with a coat of mail ; and the weight of the coat 
was five thousand shekels of brass. 

6 And he had greaves of brass upon his legs, and a target 
of brass between his shoulders. 

7 And the staff of his spear was like a weaver’s beam ; and 
his spear’s head weighed six hundred shekels of iron : and one 
bearing a shield went before him. 

8 And he stood and cried unto the armies of Israel, and 
said unto them. Why are ye come out to set your battle in 
array? Am not I a Philistine, and ye servants to Saul? 
Choose you a man for you, and let him come down to me. 

9 If he be able to fight with me, and to kill me, then will 
we be your servants : but if I prevail against him, and kill 
him, then shall ye be our servants, and serve us. 

10 And the Philistine said, I defy the armies of Israel this 
day ; ^e me a man, that we may fight together. 

11 When Saul and all Israel heard those words of the 
Philistine, the^ were dismayed, and greatly afraid. 

82 And David said to Saul, Let no man’s lieart fail because 
of him ; thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine. 

88 And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against 
this Philistine to fight with him : for thou art but a youth, 
and he a man of war from bis youth. 

84 And David said unto Saul, Thv servant kept his father’s 
sheep, and there came a lion, and a Dear, and took a lamb out 
of the flock : 

85 And I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered 
it out of his mouth : and when he arose against me, I caught 
him by bis beard, and smote him, and slew him. 

86 Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear : and this 
unciroumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he 
hath defied the armies of the living God. 

87 David said moreover. The Lord that delivered me out 
of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will 
deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said 
unto David, Go, and the Lord be with thee. 

88 And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put an hel- 
met of brass upon his head; also he armed him with a coat of mail. 

89 And David girded his sword upon his ‘armour, ^d he 
ssmyed to go; for he had not proved it. And David said 
unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved 
thm. And David put them off him. 

40 And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five 
•mooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a shepheid’s 
bsgwhkA Im had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his 
hand ; wnA he drew near to the Philistine. 

4il And^ Philistine came on and drew hbst unto David; 
and that bare the shield went before him. 


ItsrLBOTXovs TTPOir 1 SamrsL xvu. — Goliath may be oonsidmd s 
figure of the spiritual enemies of the people of God. These may be 
arranged under the devib the world, and the flesh. Gompwed with 
the giant of the Philistines, David was weak; compaiyd with these 
three formidable enemies, tho believer is weak, and in bimsolf 
altogether insufficient. If he looks to his proud and poweribl 
enemies, and then to himself, he is ready to be overwhelmed with 
fear, axid sink into doapondenpy. But when he looks upon his 
enemies, and then upon his Saviour, his fears are speedily dispelled. 
When the Church is in tho greatest disquiet and perplexity, in 
answer to earnest prayer God may send sudden and unexpected 
relief, and that from sources the most unlooked for, and by moans 
the most apparently inadequate. Israel never could expect to be 
saved from the Philistines by a shepherd-youth from tho fold. 
Thus, ** God’s ways are not as our ways, nor his thoughts as our 
thoughts.” 

PRAYEE. 

TNFINITELY glorious Lord God, thou art a very present 
help in every time of trouble. Thou art sovereign and 
wise in all the troubles, perplexities, and fears which befall thy 
Church and people. By terrible things thou dost show them 
their sinfulness, weakness, and helplessness. We acknowledge 
thy sovweignty in allowing the proud Goliath to strike terror 
into the minds of thine ancient Israel ; and for allowing others 
in succeeding ages to arise and fill the minds of thy people 
with fear, that they might be stirred up to look to thee for 
help. Thou, O Lord, host never been unmindful of thy people. 
In their greatest danger thou hast watched over them, and 
when all prospect of deliverance seemed to vanish away, thou 
didst bring help from quarters the most unlikely. 

Teach us, in all the afflictive events of providence, to place 
implicit confidence in Jesus, who is the great God our Saviour. 
O to be able to sing with thy Cliurch of old, The Lord of hosts 
is with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge ! 

Lord, preserve us from the machinations and enmity and 
assaults of Satan. Suffer us not to be allured by his wiles ; 
and suffer us not to be overwhelmed by his threatenings. 
May we not be alarmed at his power, remembering that our 
Saviour is almighty. May we not be alarmed at his craft and 
cunning, remembering that in our Saviour are laid up all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. May we not be alarmed 
at his enmitv, remembering the boundless love of Christ, 
May we not be alarmed at his determined perseverance, when 
we remember the constant care and watchfulness of Christ. 

Deliver us, O Lord, from the power of Satan. May we 
be preserved from his suggestions, and our imagination and 
affections not left to be polluted by his influence. May 
we be preserved from blasphemous thoughts, which are so 
generally the fiery darts of the wicked one. ^ If there are 
any among us as a family, or among our relatives, or among 
the congregation of which we form a part, harassed and 
afflicted by the temptations of Satan, we earnestly and affec- 
tionately pray that they may be no longer held in bondage 
by that enemy. 

Let not our dear children or servants become or continue 
the victims of Satan^s power. Never, never may they be carriei 
captive at his pleasure. 

O that all of us were enabled to follow the wholesome 
counsel of thine inspired servant : Be soW, be vigilant, for 
your adversaiy, the devil, goeth about like a roaring lion, 
seeking whom he may devour. 

We present our united thanks for the mercies of the past 
night, and that the arms of a compassionate God have kindly 
sumunded and defended us. We supplicate thy blessing to 
attend us this day, in all the duties in which we expect to be 
engaged. May it rest on our bodies and our souls. Suffer 
us not to offend thee; for|dve our sins, and hear our prayers, 

fbr the sake of Jesus, the Lamb that was slain. Amen. 

•87 


TWBNlir.491XTB WBBK.— WB3)NBSDA¥ BVININO. 


OOB 8VBAK1NO PBACK. 

Mmwm OhApd. MaryUbim. SMkmm, Miekad*§, 

1 TTNITE, my roving thoughts! unite 
^ In silence soft and sweet; 

And thou, my soul, sit gently down 
At thy great Sovereign's feet. 

2 Jehovah’s awful voice is heard, 

Yot gladly I attend : 

For lo ! the oTerlasting God 
Proclaims himself my friend. 

3 Harmonious accents to my soul 

The sounds of peace convey : 

Tho tempest at his word subsides, 

And winds and seas obey. D< 


DonORlDQS. 


ACTS XV. 

The Letter of the Apotllet wnd Elders. 

A ND they wrote letters bv them after this manner; Thu 
apostles and elders and brethren send greeting unto the 
brethren which arc of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and 
Cilicia : 

24 Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went 
out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your 
souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law : to 
whom we gave no such commandment : 

25 It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one 
accord, to send chosen men unto you with our beloved Bar- 
nabas and Paul, 

26 Men that have hazarded their lives for the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

27 We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who shall also 
tell you the same things by mouth. 

28 For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to 
lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things ; 

29 That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from 
blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication : from 
which if yc keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well. 

80 So when they were dismissed, they came to Antioch : 
and when they had gathered the multitude together, they 
delivered the epistle : 

31 Which when they had read, they rejoiced for the conso- 
lation. 

82 And Judas and Silas, being prophets also themselves, 
exhorted the brethren with many words, and confirmed them, 

83 And after they had tarried there a space, they were let 
go in ^ace from the brethren unto the apostles. 

84 Notwithstanding it pleased Silas to abide there still. 

36 Paul also and Barnabas continued in Antioch, teaching 
and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also. 

86 And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us 
go again, and visit our brethren in every city where we have 
preached the word of the Lord, and see how they do. 

87 And Barnabas determined to take with them John, 
whose surname was Mark. 

88 But Paul thought not good to take him with them, who 
departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them 
to the work. 

89 And the contention was so sharp between them, that 
they departed asunder one from the other : and so Barnabas 
took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus ; 

40 And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recommended 
hy the brethren unto the grace of God. 

41 And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the 
diurohea* 


BmMmm woir Acts xv.— -The piety of those profbison is 
gredly lo be oaUed in question, and their sincerity to be su^eotad, 
who, under the pietext of adherence to the trudi, are egitaters in 


the Ohmoh, and dieturbew of it. poaoe. There i. Iimw 
in our Saviour'e words, “Blewed are the peeM'inalm; *w th«r 
shall be called the children of God.’* ]mpo|^t : If peace- 

makers are blessed, what are peaco-distebOT? K the former m 
the children of God, what are the latter? The Gteijpel m a zel^on 
of holiness. May we be savingly influenced iiji doctnneB ; then, 
by Divine grace, we shall abstain from every poUntionj^from wery 
degrading appetite, and from every hateflil passion. The dootr^ 

I of the Gos4i may be compared to an overflowing fountain, from 
which flow streams of living water, and of Divine comfort and peace. 
Blessed fountain ! 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, we approach thee in the all-prevailing 
name of Christ, and in humble reliance on the Holy 
Ghost for Divine aid, in presenting our evening prayer. We 
adore thee as the God of peace. As the God of peace, thou 
art ever present with thy people, to soothe their minds amid 
the sorrows of life, and to convince their consciences that 
their sins are pardoned, through the peaice-speaking blood of 
Jesus. Thou art the God of peace, who shall deliver thy 
people from Satan’s power, and enable them shortly to trsixqple 
upon his neck. O Lord, may each one of us shortly bruise 
Satan under our feet. O thou, who art the God of pjBSee, 
sanctify us wholly; that our whole spirit, soul, and l^y may 
be preserved blameless unto the coming of Jesus Christ.^ We 
would earnestly pray for ourselves and our beloved friends, 
and for the congregation with whom we associate in holy 
things, that the God of peace, who brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, would make 
us perfect in ei cry good work, to do his will, working in us 
that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ 
Lord, hear this our prayer 1 

We pray, O Lord, for the peace of thy Church. As thy 
servant and Apostles in tho early days of Christianity dis- 
covered such anxiety for the peace of thy Church, when 
diflercnces began to arise, may we imitate their holy example^ 
in seeking the peace of Jerusalem. May we ever ^ay in the 
language of David, Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity 
within thy palaces. For my brethren and companions^ sakes, 

1 will now say. Peace he within thee. Because of the house 
of the Lord our God, I will seek thy good. Let the prospmri^ 
of thy Church increase ; and may she appear foir as the moon, 
clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners. 

Lord, have mercy on all thy ministering servants. Msy 
they increase in number. Truly the harvest is great, but tbe 
labourers are few; O send an increase of faithful labourers 
into thy vineyard ! We entreat the King and Head of 
that the gifts and graces which rested on t^aul and Barnabas 
may rest on all thy ministers. Make them more |)ious, sn4 
more faithful, and more useful. Let the love of ministers to 
their Master and their work increase : and let the lovo of 
people and congregations to their ministers and Saviour iUr 
crease. When we look upon, or when we hear a faiD^ll 
minister of the Cross, may we remember that we soe one wEo 
is sent to US in the name of the Divine Redeemer. 

May our children hear the Gospel with increasing 
reverence^ and love. To them and to our servante rngg a 
preached Gospel be the power of God in accom/dislirtg 
salvation. 

We would express our thmiksgivings for ihe n^ermes eif 
another day, and that as a family we have ibm xeftedied 
those streams which unceasingly flow from iUie fouiitiiii 
thy i^oodness. We commit ourselves and our rejiptis^ In , 
gracious care this night. 

Hear, answer, and fot % mIw nf 41 m 

: Mediator. Amen. . . .. . . 


TWUNTI-ilXTH W1BK.<-CT17BSBA7 HOBNXNO. 


noxaotioM fioM SOB. 

AnfHM. WontHtr. 9mHf. TimUm. a h. 

1 VS Mas of Hum, • fteUe noe, 

A EipoMdioeretyinsrei 

tnakie the Lord yonr dwellisg-plaoe, 

And try and tnut hia oaie. 

S No ill ahall enter irhere you dwell ; 

Or if the hligne oome nigh, 

And Bweep we wioked down to hell, 

'Twin rebe his Munts on high. 

3 He'll gire his angels charge to keep 
Tour &et in aU your ways ; 

To watch your pillow while you sleep, 

And guard your happy days. 

W aim, Pt. 81, p. II. 

1 SAMUEL XVII. 

QoUaUk tlavn. 

A ND the Philistine said unto David, Am I a. dog, that 
tbpu oomest to me with staves? And the Philistine 
onrsed David by his gods. 

44 And the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I 
will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts 
of the field. 

^46 Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me 
with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield : but I 
come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of 
the annies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. 

46 This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand ; 
and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee ; and I 
will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day 
unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; 
that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. 

47 And all this assembly shall know that the Lord saveth 
not with sword and spear ; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he 
will give you into our hands. 

48 And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and 
came and drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted, and 
ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. 

49 And David put hisliand in his bag, and took thence a 
sUme, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, 
that the stone sunk into his forehead ; and he fell upon his face 
to the earth. 

60 So David prevailed over tho Philistine with a sling and 
with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him ; but 
there was no sword in the hand of David. 

61 Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and 
took bis sword, and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and 
slew him, and cut off his head therewith. And when the 
Philistines saw their champion was dead, they fled. 

64 And David took the head of the Philistine, and brought 
it to Jerusalem ; but be put his armour in his tent. 

66 And when Saul saw David go forth against the Philis- 
tine!, be said unto Abner, the captain of the host, Abner, 
whoM son ts this youth? And Abner said. As my soul liveth, 
0 king, I cannot tell. 

66 And the king said. Inquire thou whose son the stripling 

if* 

^ 67 And as David returned from the slaughter of the Phi- 
list^, Ahnw took him, and brought him before Saul with 
the hm iff the Philistine in his hand. 

58 An^ Sasd saidto him, Whose son art thou, thou young 
Awa7 And David answer^, / am the son of thy servant 
tiie Betib le he m i t e. 

upoir 1 SAnmift ami« — Satan and the apixitnal enomiea 
Of Mwfini nofO ftenii pouring from their lipi 

ml aoiUhemaa. with aoeli a pcoteotor as 


have no reason to be afraid, fhr all the onraea and thioateninga 
their adveraaxias are only empty air. How axnaaingly diffezent the 
situation of believers and thmr proud boasting foes. Their enemies 
depend upon themselves, their own craft, their own power; believeta 
have the advantage of unerring wisdom for their guidance, and of 
almighty power for their defence. David prevailed over the gigantio 
champion. Believen, even tho weakest, shall prevail over Satan, 
and trample upon his neck. ** They shall tread upon the Uon and 
the adder; the young lion and dragon they shw trample under 
feet.*’ 

PRAYER. 

T) LESSEE and gracious Ood, thou art the deliverer of thy 
people. We adore thee in all the deliverances thou didst 
accomplish for David thy servant. Thou didst deliver liim out 
of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. We 
desire to take encouragement from the deliverances thou didst 
work out for him, and we would look up to thy throne, relying 
on the word of thy promise, that thou wilt deliver us from all 
our corruptions, and from all our enemies. Give us that lively 
faith by which we shall be enabled to sav, ia the language of 
David, Thou art our hiding-place, thou shalt compass us about 
with songs of deliverance. And may wc say, in the language 
of Hezekiah, Thou hast in love to our soul delivered it from 
the pit of corruption, for thou hast cast all our sins b^ind thy 
back. 

May the signal instances we have now read of gracious and 
Divine interposition produce on our minds animating and 
encouraging effects. When we are brought in the way of duty 
into great difficulties, and exposed to great dangers, let not our 
hearts fail, and may all our confidence be placed in the mercy, 
the truth, and the power of God. May the remembrance of 
what God has done for us in the past, convince us that God 
will not forsake us in tho future. As a family and as indi- 
viduals, when we take a review of our past lives and of thy 
past kindness, we have abundant reason to acknowledge, Thou 
hast done great things for us, wonderful things, which we 
looked not for. On us thy providence has shone with gentle, 
smiling rays; O may our lips and lives make known thy 
goodness and thy praise I 

Lord, give us grace to imitate the example of David, by 
being bold in a good cause. Even when there may be no 
human hope of success, may wo believe that, while the path of 
duty is clear, God will stand by us, as he stood beside David ; 
fulnlling liis own promise, maintaining his own cause, and 
honouring his own name. Suffer us not to be overwhelmed or 
overawed by the proud threatenings of spiritual enemies or 
wicked men. Teach us to reply to them, as thy servant re- 
plied to the boasting Philistine, We come unto you in the 
name of the Lord of hosts. 

May our beloved children resist every tempter and every 
temptation in the name of the Lord of hosts. As David 
subdued the gigantic foe by a smooth stone out of the brook^ 
may they and our domestics employ thy holy W ^rd as^ a 
successful weapon to encounter and vanquish all those enemies 
who lie in wait for their destruction. 

Preserve us, gracious God, from relying upon an arm oi 
flesh, in the hour of conflict and of danger. May all oux 
confidence be placed upon the arm of God alone. O fulfil in 
our experience that promise, Thou shalt tread upon the lion 
and the adder; the young lion and the dragon thou shalt 
trample under feet. Never allow Satan and ms temptations v 
to prevail over us. 

We thank a kind Providence for the mercies of the night, 
and seek a continuanoe of thine undeserved kindness during 
this Lord, hear our prayeitij accept our persons, and 


this day. Lord, hear our 
flargive our sins, for Jesus* i 
Amen* 


rayeis, accept our persons, ana 
;e, who loved us, and died for im 


TWUNTY-SIXTH WEEK.— -THUBSDAT EVENINGw 


JOTrtri. BOUND. 

WbmtMT Iftw, Aftmdd. Streatham, J[naretboro\ 

1 IDLEST are the souls that hear and know 
" The gospers joyful sound ; 

Peace shidl attend the path they go, 

And light their steps surround. 

2 Their joy shall bear their spirits up 

Through their Redeemer s name ; 

His righteousness exalts their hope, 

Nor Satan dares oondomn. 

8 The Lord, our glory and defence. 

Strength and salvation gives ; 

Israel, thy king for ever reigns. 

Thy God for ever livos. 


Watts, Pj. 80, p.///. 


was gone, tli^ cuight Paul and Silas, and draw intnIiM 
market-place unto the rulers, 

20 And brought them to the magistrates, oajing:, These 


men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our dtw, 
21 And teach customs, wmch are not lawful i 


21 And teach customs, wmch are not lawfi 
oeive, neither to observe, being Bomahs. 


fiir nstora- 


ACTS XVI. 

Timothy and Lydia. 

rpHEN came ho to Derbe and Lystra : and, behold, a certain 
-*• disciple was there, named Timotheus, the son of a certain 
woman, which was a Jewess, and believed ; but his father wa$ 
a Greek : 

2 Which was well reported of by the brethren that were at 
Lyatra and Iconium. 

4 And as they went through the cities, they delivered them 
the decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the apostles and 
elders which were at Jerusalem. 

5 And so were the churches established in the faith, and 
increased in number daily. 

6 Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the 
region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to 
preach the word in Asia, 

7 After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into 
Bithynia : but the Spirit suffered them not. 

8 And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas. | 

9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night ; There stood I 
a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into 
Macedonia, and help us. 

10 And after he had seen the vision, immediately we en- 
deavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the | 
Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them. 

11 Therefore loosing from Troas, we came with a straight 
course to Samothracia, and the next day to Neapolis ; 

12 And from thence to Philippi; which is the chief city of 
that part of Macedonia, and a colony : and we were in that 
city aoiding certain days. 

18 And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river 
side, where prayer was wont to be made ; and we sat down, 
and spake unto the women which resorted thither. 

14 And a certain woman named Lydii^ a seller of purple, 
of the city of Thyatira, which worsmpped God, hea^ us: 
whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the 
things which were spoken of Paul. 

15 And when she was baptized, and her household, she 
besought us, saying. If ye have judged me to be faithful to 
the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she 
constrained us. 

16 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain 
damsel possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which 
brought her masters much gain bv soothsaying : 

17 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying. These 
men are the servants of the most high God^ which shew unto 
os the wav of salvation. 

18 And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, 
turned and said to the spirit, 1 command thee in the name of 
Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the 
hour. 

19 And when her masters saw tixnt the hope of their gains 
MO 


RxvxjEonoKS upoir Acts xvi. — Our blessed Saviour makes no dis- 
tinction betwixt the Jew and Greek. All are welcome to his gr^ 
his Church, his fellowship, his covenant, and his heaven. Ti^thy 
hod a good report of the brethren. What an honour it is to be the 
possessor of i^eigned piety, which secures a good name, which is 
more £i*agrant than odoriferous ointment, and more precious than 
rubies, '^at a great and glorious work to be employed m planting 
churches ! How very different the names of tho conquering Osssan 
and tho names of the holy Apostles appear upon the pages of history ! 
The former were the servants of blocri-stained ambition ; tho latter 
the servants of mercy. The former sounded the alarm of oruel, deso- 
lating war ; the latter sounded the sweet trumpet of salvaticm and 
peace. The former desolated nations and cities ; the latter planted 
churches, accompanied with tho choicest spiritual blessings firom ^ 
Pathcr of lights and the Rather of meroios. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, thou art the high and Holy One who 
inhabitest eternity, and thou art God over all. In thy 
nature and attributes and government and blessedness thou 
art over all. Unspeakably happy are they who stand in thy 
presence, and are constantly employed in beholding, admiring, 
serving, and adoring thee. Truly blessed are they who stand 
in thy heavenly courts ; they shall be still praising thee. Seh^. 
As a family we desire, as far as our imperfections will allow, to 
join the ransomed millions before the throne, and to ascribe 
unto thee blessing, and honour, and glory, and praise. To tho 
only wise God our Saviour be glory and majesty, dominion 
and power, both now and ever. 

O Lctrd, we desire to be humbled in the dust before thy 
glorious majesty. When we look iipoii the corruption of our 
nature, we have reason to exclaim, Unclean, unclean I When 
we reflect upon the incomprehensible lustre of thy glory, and 
upon the pure and perfect beings who surround thy throne in 
humble adoration, each one of us has reason to acknowledgOj 
I am as a beast before thee. 

Bless to us, O Lord, the interesting facte we have now read 
respecting some of the early disciples of the Christian faith. 
May all the members of our family, apd the members of all 
the families with which we are connected, resemble Timothy, 
who was well reported of by the brethren. 

We pray for all the churches of Christ, which we rqoice 
are only one church, notwithstanding the external divisions 
and distinctions which have been intr^uced by the prejudices 
and the pride of men. May all the churches be established 
in the faith, and be increased in number daily. Establish us 
in the faith who are now prostrate before thee; then shall wo 
successfully resist the temptations of the adversary of souls. 

Give us grace to feel for the millions df our race who are 
without the Gospel, and living without the pale and privileges 
of the Christian Church. May we hear the voice of their 
misery saying to the ministers and members of Christian 
Churches, Come over, and help us. Lord, help them I Bless 
those who have gone to heathen lands to preach Christ; and 
soon mav the voice of mercy be heard over those vast regioni 
of the globe where Satan reigns with alarming sway. 


of the globe where Satan reigns with alarming sway. 
Lord^ deliver our children from 8aian*s power. 


In the 


na^ and by the Mwer qf Jesus Christy map tksir pmiilfyi 
minds be delivered from his it^fluenee. 





TWENTY-SIXTH mETL—PBIDAY MORNING. 


IMITATING CHRIST. 

JPwimdry, Berwick, MarHn*8 Lane, 

1 T^HEN Jesus dwelt in mortal clay, 

^ ^ What were his works from day to day 
But miracles bf power and grace, 

That spread salvation through our race ? 

2 That man may last, but never lives, 

Who much receives, but nothing gives ; , 
Whom none can love, whom none cq^ monk, 
Creation’s blot, creation’s blank.. / ^ ‘ ' 

3 But ho who marks, from day tb’'day,\ 

In generous acts his radiant 'Vifay,/. , 

Treads the same path his Savibijr 
The path to glory and to^Gk)d. v\ 


I 

Reflections tpon 1 Sahckl xtiu.— Darid and Jonathan were 
adorned with mutual excellenoes, and wore filled with ardent mutual 
affection. Jesus loTod his people when there was no spiritual excel- 
lence in their nature, or grace in their heart. He loved them when 
they had nothing lovely; and because he loved them, ho made them 
comely with his comeliness, and gracious with his grace. The love 
of Df^yid^d-Jonathan was strong: Christ’s love is infinite. Jona- 
than igar&hiB^roIiO do Ravid: Jesus gives the robe of righteousnosw 
to all the phifots of his love. Jonathon stripped himself of his robo 
because ho Ibved Jfe'jid: Wsanso Jesus loved us, ho allowed himself 
to bo sMpped .of/hisi^{n|pi^|8:;..and ho died in shame, that we might 
bo arrOT^im-»*eh«!^;dMlt^;an:d of glorj-. All Israel and Judah 
loved ' Rnd^rij^b. when all the inliabitimts of 


CrnBOiVa. 


the ea|!th ah|il by 


ibll. arrive wlien all the inliabitants of 
ITo l^afl the blessed day ! 


1 SAMipL'Xyill'.- X * : ^ 

JonatIia»fk L^ ' - t* . » / 

A ND it came to pass, wliett to: W 
ing unto Saul, that th^ soul of 
the soul of David, and Jonai;haa*loved^lfimra^ isob^ ^ 

2 And Saul took him that' day, aitdvwodld det^kn* .go!u6* 

more home to his father’idibl^*.:; . < ' f ’ i. . ' 

3 Then Jonathan 

loved him as his own sduL * 1 ' ^ I . ^ 

4 And Jonathan stripped^^iitht^lfxot rdbc-tliat 

him, and gave it to David, <.aijia/hi». garincnts, even' to hi^J sword, 
and to his bow, and to hb^igiiidle. / 

5 And David went sent him, GfHf 

behaved himself wisely : adrf^^ijil set him over the 'men of 
war, and he was accepted ihStWiWight of /all the f>oople, and 
also in the sight of SaidV^eljji^^l* 

6 And it came to Whs ire-, 

turned from tlic slaughter tbat^'t^^ 

came out of all cities ofSEsfael^'^l^^iug end dancing, to meet 
king Saul, with tabrets, watb. joyi 'hdd-witdi^ini;^^ d 

musick. J ' , , ' . 

7 And the women attsweved one another as they played, 

and said, Saul hath slain iliis thousands, and David his ten 
thousands. tJ \ ' r 

8 And Saul was very wrothj and the saying ' diiplehsed 
him; and he said, They hlav.e. aaefibed unto David ten thou-; 
sands, and to me they hayie;ai^(»'ibdd but thousands: 'aiid whaP. 
can he have more but titb kingdom ? 

9 And Saul eyed David from that day aud forward.' . i t > 

10 And it came to pass on ihe morrow, that;the eVU spirft 
from God came upon Saul, dud. he pro^esied in the nddsfr of* 
the house : and David p^edjrwith’ hb hand, osaiother timeH 
and there was a javelin m SardV'hand. 

11 And Saul cast Ai gaycliu’; for Im said, I will :smite 

David even to the wall’ ffiith it. And David avoided opt of 
his presence twice. ; , ' 

12 And Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was 
with him, and was departed from Sdul, 

13 Therefore Saul removed him from liim, and made him 
his captain over a thousand; and he went out and came in 
before the people. 

14 And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways ; and 
the Lord was with him. 

15 Wherefore, when Saul saw that he behaved himself 
very wisely, he was afraid of him. 

16 But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he went 
out and came in before them. 

29 And Saul was yet the more afraid of David ; and Saul 
became DavidVenemy continually. 

30 Then the princes of the Philistines went forth : and it 
came to pass, after they went forth, that David behaved him- 
self more wii^y than all the servants of Saul ; so that his 
name was much set by. 


.XJLESSED Lprf;God,*wfe/a6linowl0^ we are thine, 
" and tli^t thpu hrt most ' tp our love, adora- 

; tiou, afid olieoirabe. "Wc ai^ ' jIqV^ iwp^hsittdly engaged in 
; thy seryiee.: 0 may we feel the obligations (if thy Divine and 
f^aeiqns ahlihority;,- but, above alj/the eii^rments of thy 
; Ibve. . By. thy Holy Spirit,- may we be YaitlM and sineere in 
^lie Work of the LW • , ' ; , 

. Bles^ Saviour, we would rejoice, in thee, not only as 
having made an atonement for our; sins by tj/y death, but as 
furnishing an example for' our imitatibn, in t^y life. Give us 

S r^, O Jesus, ,tb; wiii&’‘, as thou also wditedst. May we 
3fiieinber.thi8 day, “^id' every day,,t'hat we' are called by thy 
name, blessed name-;, fflOLd:, therefore that wb should study 

to h<mht^, the Chntitiin' name, ,by^ Gospel of 

; Chii!^. ' Convince us .^hM;- the reatiiqn why Wo were preserved 


God, .6ur. Saviour, as’ dear childreh. ‘ \ / 

We bonfoss oiir na^tui^ aversion to ‘Divine things, and wo 
wpidd mourn , over this aversion, and long for the arrival of 
day wHen it shall be destroyed,- and when the love of God 
in dl^his attributes sh^Jl reign superlative within us. Holy 
Spirit, write the laW of hdiuess uppn Our minds, that it may 
be our meat, and, ^inje to do the .will of our Piatlier who is in 
heaven /and'^that it^may be our delight, in fo^bwing the foot- 
steps of our Saviour, to be constantly going . about doing good. 

. Lord, inkpii^ ns' with ihahkftdh^'for .all the mercies which 
fliou .b^t'^oet, gramoiifi|l^ kad abuiid^^ poured into the 
cup of ^ur Iptl. . Wc .thank thpc, O Lor^ fbr friends, and for 
. the blei^in^s: cKf friend^ip. Deeply impress upon our minds 
that ho friendship* ^ survive the* rav^a of death, except 
that which . is cemented by Cbristian Jove. May all our 
friendAips resemble the holy 16ve whibh^j^owed in the minds 
of David and Jonathon.* Heaven grant that fill the members 
of our family may love each <^lier with Christian affection; 
then shall we be cheered by the blessed hope of being united 
together in the he'ayenhr world, where we shall never be sepa- 
rated by those calamims .and changes by which families are 
divided aiud. dissolved here below. 

Teach our beloved children to remember Jonathan and. 
David; and may they ever live in harmony and peace, 0 
let all of them be members of the family of Christ, united by 
bonds of love lasting as eternity. 

We rejoice in thee, blessed Saviour, as a mighty conqueror. 
What were David’s victories compared with thine! Thou 
hast conquered death and hell. Thou hast spoiled principali- 
ties aTid powers, and made a show of them openly, triumphing 
over them in thy cross. O give us victory over all our spi- 
ritual enemies, and make us conquerors, and more than con- 
querors, for Jesus’ sake, our tifumphant Conqueror aud 
Saviour. Amen. 

3 a 361 


TWENTY-SIXTH WEEK.— FRIDAY EVENINQ. 


LAW AND OOSPEL. 

P^^iworiL Mehetabd. Qeorg^$, M- 

1 ^T'HE law commands, and makes ns know 
A What duties to our God we owe ; 

But ’tis the gospel must reveal 

Wliore lies our strength to do his will. 

2 The law discovers guilt and sin, 

* And shows how vile our hearts have been ; 

Only the gospel can express 
Porgiving love and cleansing grace. 

3 My soul, no more attemj)t to draw 
Thy life and comfort from the law, 

Ply to the hope the gospel gives; 

The man that tru.sts the promise lives 

Watfs, 1‘2J, a 1 L 

ACTS XVI. 

C&iiricfion and Conreraum of the Jailor (f Philipjii. 

A nd the multitude rose up together against them: Jind 
the magistrates rent off their clotliea, and commanded to 
beat them, 

23 And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they 
cast them into prison, cliarging the jailor to keep them safely: 

24 Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into 
the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks. 

25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang 
praises unto God : and the prisoners heard them. 

26 And suddenly then^ was a great earthquake, so that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken : and immediately all 
the doors were opened, and every one’s hands were loosed. 

27 And tlie keeper of the prison awtaking out of his sleep, 
and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and 
would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had 
been fled. 

28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no 
harm : for we are all here. 

29 Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came 
trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, 

30 Au(l brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do 
to be saved ? 

31 And they said. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 

32 And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to 
all that were in his house. 

33 And he took them the same hour of the night, and 
washed their stripes ; and w^as baptized, he and all his, straight- 
way, 

34 And when he had brought them into his house, he set 
meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his 
house. 

35 And when it was day, the magistrates sent the seijeants, 
saying, Let those men go. 

36 And the keeper of the prison told this saying to Paul, 
i The magistrates have sent to let you go : now therefore depart, 
and go in peace. 

37 But Paul said unto them. They have beaten us openly 
uncondemned, being Romans, and have cast us into prison; 
and now do they thrust us out privily ? nay verily ; but let 
them come themselves and fetch us out. 

38 And the seijeants told these words unto the magistrates: 
and they feared, when they heard that they were Romans. 

39 And they came and besought them, and brought them 
out, and desired them to depart out of the city. 

40 And they went out of the prison, and entered into the 
house of Lydia, and when they had seen the brethren, they 
comforted them, and departed. 

REFLEcmosrs wov Acts zvi. — ^It is remarkable to think, that while 
the Gospel is intended for, and suited to, people of every description 
and of oveiy grade, people of every grade and of every description 
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have united in hostile enmity against the Gospel, and have vainly 
attempted to extinguish this noble lamp of Divine and eternal truthl 
Christ’s ministers are messengers of mercy and love, sent to beseech 
men to be reoonoiled to God, who is wilung to bestow upon them 
the blessings of immortality. Such is the horrid pervernon, foUy, 
enmity, and corruption of the hearts of men, that they have treat^ 
Christ’s messengers as if they were miuderers and robom, unworthy 
to exist upon the face of the earth ! 0 what shall these fooliah 
persecutors fool when, placed on the left hand of an offended Judge, 
they shall see the former objects of their enmity and persecuting 
rage seated on the right hand of the Judge ; and when they shall 
hear the sontonco pronounced, ** Come, ye blessed of my Father, and 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you before the foundation of the 
world ! ” 

PRAYER. 

G lory to thy name, O Lord, for that amiable and encou- 
raging light in which thou hast so kindly condescended 
to manifest thyself. Thy mercy, O Hearer of prayer, is 
higher than the heavens. We are encouraged to place our- 
selves this night under the shadow of thy wings; and aa 
children commit themselves to their earthly parents with con- 
fidence and love, we desire with confidence and love to commit 
ourselves and all our beloved relatives this night to thy gra- 
cious care. In the prospect of the solemnities of death and 
the realities of a judgment-day, we would entrust our souls, 
O Jesus, to thy mercy alone. We are allured by thine invi- 
tation, and we are encouraged by thy promise, that they who 
come shall never be cast out. 

We thank our God for the glorious Gospel of our blessed 
Saviour. We have now read of the enmity and rage which 
were manifested against the early heralds of the cross of Christ, 
and we would lament over the hostility of our minds against that 
message of mercy and peace. Holy Spirit, we would earnestly 
pray for remarkable and extensive manifestations of thine 
almighty grace, in subduing and destroying the enmity ol 
the hearts of men against the revelations of thy love. ‘ 

We bless thee that thou didst enable thy ministers and 
people to rejoice and triumph in the midst of those persecu- 
tions they were called to endure in proclaiming to a guilty 
world the love and mercy of a gracious God. 

AVc praise thee tliat Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises 
unto God ill the prison. Teach us, O Lord, to endure hard- 
ness in the cause of truth, as the good soldiers of Jesus Christ. 
Ill all our afflictions may we believe that we have the kind 
sympathy of Christ ; and in all our afflictions may we enioy 
and exercise strong faith and lively hope. May we remember 
that one great end of affliction is, the trial of the graces. 
Give us thy grace ; and may we find in the furnace of afflic- 
tion that the trial of our faith, being much more precious 
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried by fire, should 
be found unto praise and honour and glory, at the appearing 
of Jesus Christ. 

Sanctify to our minds the remarkable instance we have now 
read of the conviction and conversion of the jailor of Philippi. 
Wc adore that gracious power by which such an astonishing 
change was so rapidly and effectually accomplished. 

We long, O Lord, for the arrival of that hallowed day when 
our beloved children shall be supplicating the throne of grace 
with tnrnestness of heart, What shall we do to he sewed? 
Lord, hasten it in thy time. 

May all of us be baptized by the Holy Ghost, as with fire; 
and may that Divine love and holy zeal be enkindled in onr 
minds which many waters shall not be able to quench. 

We present our thanks for the mercies we have received 
as a family and as individuals this day, and pray that &ou 
mayest give us the sleep of thy beloved this night. Forgive 
our sins, and hear our prayers, for the sake of Jesus, t he 
great Ood our Saviour. Amen. 


TWENTY.SIXTH WBBK.—SATUBDAY MORNINa 


«BB SALVATION. 

Sired, Rtmmayfe Dream, CalcwlUi, Lewee. p. m. 

1 TESUS is our great salvation^ 

V Worthy of our best esteem ! 

He has saved his favourite nation; 

Join to sing aloud to him ; 

Ho has saved us, 

Christ alone oould us redeem. 

2 When involved in sin and ruin, 

And no helper there was found ; 

Jesus our distross was viewing, 

Grace did more than sin abound : 

He has called us. 

With salvation in the sound. Anon. 

SAMUEL XIX. 

Said attempting David* » Deaih, 

A ND Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his servants, 
that they should kill David. 

2 But Jonathan Saul’s son delighted much in David: and 
Jonathan told David, saying, Saul my father seeketh to kill 
thee ; now therefore, I pray thee, take heed to thyself until the 
morning, and abide in a secret place^ and hide thyself : 

, 8 And I will go out and stand beside my father in the field 
where thou art, and I will commune with my father of thee ; 
and what I see, that will I tell thee. 

4 And Jonathan spake good of David unto Saul his father, 
and said unto him. Let not the king sin against his servant, 
against David ; because lie hath not sinned against thee, and 
because his works have been to thce-ward very good : 

6 For he did put his life in his hand, and slew the Philistine, 
and the Lord wrought a great salvation for all Israel : thou 
sawest it, and didst rejoice; wherefore then wilt thou sin 
against innocent blood, to slay David without a cause ? 

6 And Saul hearkened unto the voice of Jonathan; and 
Saul sware. As the Lord liveth, he shall not be slain. 

7 And Jonathan called David, and Jonathan shewed him 
all those things. And Jonathan brought David to Saul, and 
he was in his presence, as in times past. 

8 And there was war again ; and David went out, and 
fought with the Philistines, and slew them with a great 
slaughter ; and they fled from him. 

9 And the evil spirit from the Lord was upon Saul, as he 
sat in his house with his javelin in his hand: and David 
played with his hand. 

10 And Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with 
the javelin; but he slipped away out of Saul’s presence, and he 
smote the javelin into the wall : and David fled, and escaped 
that night. 

11 Saul also sent messengers unto David’s house, to watch 
him, and to slay him in the morning : and Michal David’s wife 
told him, saying. If thou save not thy life to night, to morrow 
thou shalt l^ slain. 

12 So Michal let David down through a window : and he 
went and fled, and escaped. 

20 And Saul sent messengers to take David : and when they 
saw the company of the prophets prophesying, and Samuel 
standing a$ appointed over them, the Spirit of God was upon 
the messengers of Saul, and they also prophesied. 

21 And when it was told Saul, he sent other messengers, 
and ikej prophesied likewise. And Saul sent messengers again 
the thim time, and they prophesied also. 

22 Then went he bImo to llamah, and came to a great well 
that ii in Sechu : and he asked and said. Where are Samuel 
and David? And ane said, Behold, they be at Naioth in 

28 And he went thither to Naioth in Bamah: and the 


Spirit of Ood was upon him also, and he went on, and pro* 
phesied, until he came to Naioth in Ramah. 

24 And he stripped off liis clothes also, and prophesied 
before Samuel in like manner, and lay down naked all that 
day and all that night. Wherefore they say, Is Saul also 
among the prophets ? 

llEFLKCTioNs UPON 1 Samukl XIX. — Envy is the rottenness of the 
bones ; it is a moral canker, which destroys the liappiness of the soul. 
They who are imdor its sway, are the subjects of misery ; their soul 
resembles a region covered with poisonous weeds, venomous reptiles, 
and wild boasts. Envy is the fruitful parent of tho most atrocious 
vices, and tho most overwhelming miseries. Of this humiliating fact, 
Saul was a most affecting example. What a contrast presented by 
Saul and Jonathan ; the father brooding over tho intended mui’der of 
David, and the son stimulated by love, the most pure and oident, 
contriving plans for tho preservation of David’s life. If wo bear 
Christ’s image, holy aftbetions will bo predominant in our hearts. 

PRAYER. 

T^E adore thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, as the God 
of salvation, and as the God of our salvation. I'ruly, 
O Lord, in its contrivance, accomplishment, and application, 
thon art the Ood of salvation. Wc would take up the lan- 
guage of the amiable and the merciful Jonathan, while he 
interceded for David’s life, and would acknowledge, Tho Lord 
hath wrought a great salvation, not only for all Israel, but for 
all nations. As a family, may all of us be the subjects of thy 
salvation. May wc look upon all thine ordinances as wells of 
salvation, and may w^c draw water with joy out of these wells. 
Every day of our lives may we repair again and again to these 
sacred fountains, that we may drink and live for ever. With 
the church of old, may wc be glad and rejoice in thy salvation. 
As thou hast appointed salvation to be the walls and bulwarks 
around tliy Church, O make thy salvation to be tho bulwark 
and defence of our family. May we be within the sacred 
enclosure, against which the gates of hell shall never prevail. 
Let each one of us be instructed to wait for the God of our 
salvation, and, like thy servant of old, even in circumstances 
of the greatest outward adversity, sing, We will joy in the God 
of our salvation. 

We supplicate our God to give us increasing love to Jesus, 
and to all who bear his image. Wherever we see a true 
Christian, may we recognise a brother or a sister. As 
Jonathan and David delighted in each other, may we delight 
ill thy people. May the following language be the unfeigned 
expressions of our heart, O Lord : Thou art our Lord ; our 
goodness extendeth not unto thee ; but to the saints tliat 
arc in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all our 
delight. 

Heavenly Father, let Christian love dwell in the heart of 
every member of this family. 

Deliver our children and domestics from the friendship oj 
the wicked, 0 convince them that the friendship and the 
fellowship of the wicked lead to the chambers of destruction. 

Give us the satisfying evidence, O Jesus, that we arc the 
objects of thy love, and that thou art the Divine, the hallowed 
object of ours. Teach us to delight ourselves in God. We 
bless thee for that blessed command and blessed promise. 
Delight thyself also in the Lord ; and he shall give thee the 
desires of thine heart. We seek grace to obey the command, 
and faith to obey the promise. 

We thank God that our eyes are permitted to see the light 
of another morning. This day, in the ordinances of religion, 
may we, and particularly our aged Mends, by faith sec the 
King in his beauty, and the land which is afar off. May wo 
spend this day under the direction of thy grace. Forgive our 
sms, and hear our prayers, for Jesus’ sake, our Advocate and 
Saviour, Amen. 
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TWENTY-SIXTH WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENING. 


THE BIBLE. 

JiengoUianu MwalU Trovobridge. p. m 

1 HY the thoughtless world derided, 

Still I love the word of God ; 

'Tis the crook by which I’m guid(‘d, 

Often ’tis a chastening rod : 

*Ti8 a sword that cnts asunder 
All my pride and vanity ; 

When abased I lie and wonder 
That he spares a wretch like me. 

2 This confirms me when I waver, 

Sets my trembling judgment right; 

When I stray, how much soever, 

! This is my restoring light : 

Satan oft, and sin, assail mo, 

With ttjmjitations ever n(5W ; 

Then, 0 nothing can avail me, 

Till my bleeding Lord I view. Collyer. 

ACTS XVII. 

Ptixd in Berea and Athene* 

N OW, when they had passed tlirough Amphipolis and 
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was a syna- 
gogue of the Jews. 

I 2 And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and 
three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the Scriptures, 
3 Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have 
suffered, and risen again from tlie dead; and that this Jesus, 
whom I preach unto you, is Christ. 

4 And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and 
Silas ; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the 
chief women not a few. 

6 But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took 
unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered 
a company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the 
house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people. 

6 And when they found them not, they drew Jason and 
certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying. These that 
have turned the world upside down arc come hither also ; 

7 Whom Jason hath received : and these all do contrary to 
the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one 
Jesus. 

8 And they troubled tlm people and the rulers of the city, 
when they heard these things. 

9 And when they had taken security of Jason, and of the 
other, they let them go. 

10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas 
by night unto Berea : who, coming thither, went into the 
synagogue of the Jews. 

11 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in 
that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and 
scare}] ed the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. 

12 Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable 
women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few. 

13 But when the Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge that 
the word of God was preached of Paul at Berea, they came 
thither also, and stirred up the people. 

14 And then immediately the brethren sent away Paul, to 
go as it were to the sea ; but Silas and Timotheus abode there 
still. 

16 And they that conducted Paul brought him unto Athens: 
and receiving a commandment unto Silas and Timotheus for to 
come to him with all speed, they departed. 

16 Now, while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit 
was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to 
idolat)^. 

17 Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, 
and with the devout persons, and in the market didly with 
them that met with him. 


Beplections upoK Acts xvn. — We anticipate and long tor the day 
when the whole surface of the earth shall be adorned with sacred 
Christian sanctuaries, where the glorious Gospel shall be fully, 
clearly, and faithfully proclaimed, and where the Pather, Sou, and 
Spirit, one God, and the God of salvation shall be worshipped and 
adored. The Bible is the text book which guides the faithfhl minister 
and the believing parent and instructor. It is only by a strict and 
conscicncious adherence to its sublime, holy, and consolatory truths, 
that we have any reason to expect the descent of the influences of 
tlie Holy Spirit. The incarnation, the suretyship, the sufferings, the 
death, the resurrection, the ascension, and the glorious reign of 
Christ arc mysterious and Divine realities, which constitute tbo 
essence of the Gospel. Those, faithful ministers delight to proclaim ; 
and on these true believers delight to meditate ; they are tne joy of 
their heart, and the firm foundation of their faith. 

PRAYEE. 

^ THOU wlio reignest over the heavens and the earth, 
^ wc approach thee in the name of Christ, and in our family 
capacity wc adore thee as the only Jehovah. Thou art the 
Lord God who dwellest between the cherubim ; thou art the 
God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth ; thou 
hast made heaven and earth. While we mourn over the 
{iboininations of idolatry, and lament that millions are the 
deluded votaries of false deities, we rejoice that thine eternal 
purpose has fixed a period when all nations whom thou hast 
lAade shall come and worship before thee, O Lord, and shall 
glorify thy name; for thou art great, and doest wondrous 
things ; thou art God alone. 

We thank thee, thou true God, for the Holy Scriptures, 
where thy nature, personality, and attributes, are so clearly 
made known. We thank thee for the Word of light, w hich 
has disptdled the dark clouds of heathen ignorance and idol- 
atry from the firmament of our beloved land ; and that by 
means of its heavenly ])eam8 a Gospel day of grace and joy 
now shines. Let everlasting thanks be thine, O Lord, for such 
a bright dispLy of grace as makes a world of darkness shine 
w ith beanlis of heavenly day. 

Give thine ambassadors grace to preach and reason more 
extensively out of the Holy Scriptures. May all of them be 
more impressed than they have ever been with the truth, that 
God will only bless his own Word in the conversion of sinners, 
the building up of saints, and the extension of the Mediator’s 
kingdom. O Jet all their discourses and addresses to the 
understanding, heart, and conscience of men be enriched with 
the marrow of Gospel truth. 

Enable our beloved children and servants to read the Word 
of God with believing and loving hearts* Holy Spirit, teach 
them to wield this thy sword : then shall they obtain blessed 
victories over their corruptions and evenly spiritual foe* 

We acknowledge, O Jesus, the necessity of thy sufferings 
and death, lliou didst die willingly ; yet the salvation of thy 
people had never been accomplished, unless thou hadst died the 
(Icatli. May we remember with gratitude and joy thy victory 
over death, by rising from the grave, and bursting asunder the 
fetters of mortality. 

May all the families with which we are connected, and the 
congregation to which we belong, imitate the example of the an- 
cient church of Berea, by receiving the word with fdl readiness 
of mind, and searching the Scriptures daily, whether the things 
they hear have the authority of the standard of eternal trutR 

Lord, mercifully forgive the sins of the past day and the 
past week. Bless the duties performed and the ordinances 
observed. Sanctify the events of providence which have passed 
over our heads, and make us thankfiil for the mercies received. 
Watch over us this night, and spare and prepare ua for the 
service of thy holy Sabbath, for our Saviour’s sake. And may 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with us all, now 
ever. Amen. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH WEEK.— SABBATH MORNING. 


THB VlirailANCE AND COMPASSION OP GOD. 

JF^crdwgbridge* Job. Chard. l. m. 

1 T ET Ood arise in all his might, 

" And put the troops of hell to flight, 

.As smoke that sought to cloud the skies 
Before the rising tempest flies. 

2 He comes arrayed in burning flames; 

Justice and rengeanco are his names : 

‘Behold his fainting foes expire 
Like molting wax before the fire. 

8 He rides and thunders through the sky ; 

His name Jehovah sounds on high : 

Sing to liis name, ye sons of grace ; 

Ye saints, rejoice before his face. 

Watib, P%. C8, p, i 

PSALM LXVIII. 

ChriaVa Triumph. 

I ' ET God arise, let his enemies be scattered ; let them also 
that hate him flee before him. 

2 As smoke is driven away, so drive them away : as wax 
mclteth before the fire, 80 let the wicked perish in the presence 
of God. 

3 But let the righteous bo glad; let them rejoice before 
God : yea, let them exceedingly rejoice. 

4 Sing unto God, sing praises to his name : extol him that 
rideth upon the heavens by his name JAH, and rejoice before 
him. 

6 A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is 
God in his holy habitation. 

6 God setteth the solitary in families: he bringeth out 
those which are bound with chains : but the rel)elliou8 dwell 
in a dry land. 

7 O God, when thou wentest forth before thy peo])le, when 
thou didst march through tlie wilderness ; Selalx : 

8 The earth shook, the lieavens also dropped at the pre- 
sence of God : even Sinai itself was moved at the presence of 
God, the God of Israel. 

9 Thou, O God, didst send a plentiful rain, whereby thou 
didst confirm thine inheritance when it was weary. 

10 Thy congregation hath dwelt therein ; thou, O God, hast 
prepared of thy goodness fur the poor. 

11 The Lord gave the word: great was the company of 
those that published it. 

12 Kings of armies did flee apace : and she that tarried at 
homo divided the spoil. 

13 Though ye have lien among the pots, yet shall ye be as 
the wings of a dove covered with silver, and her feathers with 
yellow gold. 

14 When the Almighty scattered kings in it, it was lohite 
as snow in Salmon. 

15 The hill of God is as the hill of Bashan ; an high hill 
as the hill of Bashan. 

16 Why leap ye, ye high hills ? this is the hill which God 
desireth to dw^ll in ; j^ca, the Lord will dwell in it for ever. 

17 The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thou- 
sands of angels : the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the 
\io\y place. 

18 Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast* led captivity 
captive : thou hast received gifts for men ; yea, for the rebel- 
lious also, that the Lord God might dwell among them. 


Eeflections upon Psalx Lxvin.— God is the best of friends, but 
the most formidable of enemies. He is mighty to save those who 
flee to him for meroy, and he is mighty to destroy those who im- 
penitimtly despise his grace. What reason then have the wicked to 
tremble, and what reason have the -righteous to rejoice ! Great is 
the Uessedness of those who can say in faith, God is my God in 


Christ: as the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the perfeov 
tions of Jehovah are roimd about mo for my defence.** Inmiitel> 
merciful is God as tho God of salvation ; and he stands to his people 
in tho most endearing relations, delightfully suited to thorn in aU 
thoir bereavements, trials, and sorrows. He is the husband of the 
widow, tbo father of the fatherless, and the stay of tho orphan. 
Jesus is to his people their All and in All. How very clearly, 
and in what sublime strains, tho inspired Psalmist foretold the 
ascension of Christ ! Ho spako as if he had been an eye- witness, 
gazing on Jesus as he ascended to his mediatorial throne. 


. PRAYER. 

T^HAT reason have we to praise and adore thee, thou 
King of saints, that our eyes are permitted to sec the 
gladdening light of another day of the Son of man! Wc 
desire to enter upon the sacred services of this hallowed day, 
in tiie name of our Divine Intercessor, and in humble depen- 
dence on the promised aid of the Holy Spirit. Teach us as a 
family to use with unfeigned sincerity and love the language 
of David, on the morning of this thy day : 0 Lord, thou art 
our God, and early will wc seek thee. 

Teach us to look on the Sabbath below as an harbinger of 
the eternal Sabbath above. 

We adore thee, O God of salvation, in all the mercy of thy 
character. Thou art the father of tlic fatherless, and a judge 
of the widow 8 ; thou settest the solitary in families, and thou 
settest at liberty those who are bound with chains. Lord, 
have mercy on such of our beloved relatives and others as are 
fatherless and orphans, and take them under thy paternal and 
especial care. Have mercy upon bereaved and disconsolate 
widows, and encourage them to place implicit confidence in 
that Saviour who has promised to be the husband of the 
widow. Give them heart-cheering views of tho inexhaustible 
stores of a gracious providence, and of the infinite willingness 
of a merciful God to take under his special care those who 
place their trust in him. 

May this Sabbath-day be distinguished by a rich communi- 
cation of spiritual blessings from the throne of grace. Lord, 
send a plenteous rain. Wc long, wc pray for the refreshing 
showers of the influences of the Hol^ Spirit. Look down 
upon thy Church, which thou hast called thine inheritance. 
Now that thine inheritance is weary wuth remaining corrup- 
tion, and with the craft and temptations of the enemy, con- 
firm thine inheritance in faith, patience, and hope. 

Glory to our God, that thou hast prepared of thy goodness 
for the poor ! May the poor feast in thy sanctuary on the 
rich provision which will be presented before them on thy 
Gospel table. 

May our beloved children experience the sanctifying in- 
Jluence of a preached Gospel. O that the charms of youih 
may be accompanied by the Divine ornaments of saving 
grace! A?nid the business of life^ may the minds of our 
servants be ever impressed with the fear of God. 

Holy Spirit, look upon the multitudes who arc now lying 
degraded among the pots of sin; and, by the sanctifying 
energy of thy power, may they become lovelier than the 
wings of a dove covered with silver, and her feathers with 
yellow gold. 

Pour out thy Spirit upon our rulers. Make them the will- 
ing subjects of an exalted Saviour, and may they add to the 
triumph of that mighty Redeemer who hath led captivity 
captive, and who hath received gifts for men. O may these 
royal gifts of our risen Lord be sought and received by mul- 
ti^des this day. As a family, as a congregation, as a ehurob 
and nation, may the Lord our God dweU among us. 

Let our imperfect prayers be heard, and our sins be par* 
doned, for Jesus our Redeemer’s sake. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &o. 


TWBNTY-SBVENTH WBEK.--SABBATH EVENING. 


PRAISE FOR BLESSINGS. 

Alfi'td, Duke Street, Wdle, <*• n . 

1 bless the Lord, the just, the good, 

Who fills our hearts with joy and food, 

Who pours his blessings from the skies, 

And loads our days with rich supplies. 

2 He sends the sun his circuit round. 

To clieer the fruits, to warm the ground ; 

He bids the clouds with plenteous rain 
liefrcsh the thirsty earth again. 

3 *Tis to his cure we owe our breath, 

And all our near escapes from death , 

Safety and health to God belong ; 

He heals the weak, and guards the strong. 

4 Ho makes the saint mid sinner prove 
The common blessings of his Jove; 

But the wide dilferenee that remains 
Is endless joy or endless pains. 

Watts, Vs, <58, p. Ill, 

PSALM LXVIIT. 

Acclamation of Praise to Christ, 

B lessed be the Lord, who daily loadetli us with benefits, 
even the God of our salvation. Sclah. 

20 He that is our God is the God of salvation ; and unto 
God the Lord belong the issues from death. 

21 But God shall wound the head of his enemies, and the 
hairy scalp of such an one as goeth on still in his trespasses. 

22 The Lord said, 1 will firing again from Bashau, I will 
bring my people again from the depths of the sea : 

23 That thy foot may he dipped in the blood of thine 
enemies, and the tongue of thy dogs in the same. 

24 They have seen thy goings, O God ; even the goings of 
my God, my King, in the sanctuary. 

25 The singers went Ixdbre, the players on instruments 
followed after; among them were the damsels playing the 
timbrels. 

26 Bless ye God in the congregations, even the Lord, from 
the fountain of Israel. 

27 There is little Benjamin with their ruler, the princes of 
Judah and their council, the princes of Zebulun, and the 
princes of Naphtali. 

28 Thy God hatli commanded thy strength ; strengthen, O 
God, that which thou hast wrought for us. 

29 Because of thy temple at Jerusalem shall kings bring 
presents unto thee. 

30 Rebuke the company of spearmen, the multitude of the 
bulls, with the calves of the peo[de, till every one sulimit him- 
self with pieces of silver : scatter thou the people that delight 

m war. 

31 Princes shall come out of Egypt; Ethiopia shall soon 
stretch out her hands unto God. 

32 Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth; O sing 
praises unto the Loud ; Selah : 

33 To him that rideth upon the heavens of heavens, which 
were of old ; lo, he doth send out his voice, and that a mighty 
voice. 

34 Ascribe ye strength unto God : his excellency is over 
Israel, and his strength is in the clouds. 

85 O God, thou art terrible out of thy holy places; the 
God of Israel is he that giveth strength and power unto his 
people. Blessed be God. 

Beflecttons upon Psalm Lxvm. — Jesus is an overflowing foim* 
tain, from whom the blessmgs of his salvation flow in copious 
streams to the objects of his love. He has life and death at his 
command. Through him may wo be delivered from spiritual death. 
Throufi^ him may we obtain eternal life. <‘The gift of God is 
swi 


eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.’' It is true that ths 
enemies of the saints of God are numerous and powerM : it is also 
true that they shall never prevail, and that a glorious viotox^ awaits 
the redeemed over all their enemies. Under Jesus, their skilM and 
mighty captain, they shall be conquerors, and more than conquerors. 
Jesus is inflnitely worthy to receive the homage of all the imers of 
the earth. When his fame is universally spread almad, when his 
mediatorial reign shall extend over the ea^, the nations shall unite 
in praising his name in sweet, melodious songs. 


PRAYER. 

G od the Father, Son, and Spirit, whose grace and merc^ 
have been proclaimed by thy ministering servants this 
day, and heard by thousands and tens of thousands, we adore 
thee as the Lord our God. Truly our God is the God of 
salvation ; and unto thee alone belong the issues from death. 
All the diseases and dangers by which men are exposed to 
death are under thy control ; and thou art able and willing to 
deliver the soul from all those sins which expose men to the 
miseries of death eternal. Unto thee, O Lord, we would 
ascribe strength. By thy power, thou art able in one 'moment 
not only to confound, but to annihilate all thine enemies. 
We rejoice that the excellency of thy strength is over Israel. 
Out of thy holy ])laees thou hast shown thyself terrible in the 
destruction which thou hast brought upon the enemies of 
thine Israel; thou art he who giveth strength and power 
to thy people. God of salvation, blessed be thy holy name, 
and blessed be thy name for ever and ever. 

We present our thanksgivings in behalf of all the churches, 
and of all the ministers of eternal truth, to whom thy good- 
ness has been manifested this day. We believe it, for thou 
hast said that thy word shall not return unto thee void. And 
we thank God in behalf of every individual who has received 
benefit this day over the vast extent of the Church in every 
part of the habitable globe. As a family, and as individuals, 
we would take up the sweet strains of the inspired Psalmist 
into our lips ; Blessed be the Ijord, who daily loadeth us with 
liis benefits, even the God of our salvation. Selah. 

O Lord, thou didst bring thy people Israel from the depths 
of the sea; and we rejoice, O Jesus, that thou hast preserved 
thy Church and people from the Red Sea of Divine wrath. 

I O Saviour, teach our dear children to jlee to thee as the 
only refuge, that they may he preserved from the misery qf 
hell, which is the dreadful consequence of unpardoned guilL 
Grant that our servants may flee from the snares of sin, and 
I escape to Jesus as the only refuge of the soul, * 

W^e praise thee, O God, that for thousands of years thy 
goings have been seen in thy sanctuary. Glory to thy name 
for the goings of thy saving grace which have been seen in 
the sanctuary during the public and sacred services of this thy 
hallowed day. Lord, we hail the day when the Gospel and 
its ordinances shall be enjoyed by dl nations. We thank 
thee for the promise, that princes shall come out of Egypt, 
and that Ethiopia shall soon stretch out ier hands to God. 
Lord, have mercy on African nations, and under a Gospel dis- 
pensation remove from the descendants of Ham that grievous 
curse by which they have been debased for many thousands of 
years. May the waters of salvation soon make those moral 
deserts a fruitful paradise which are now far more desolate 
than those frightful wastes which occupy so great a portion 
of the African continent. Let the kingdoms of the earth 
sing unto our God; let all the nations sing praises unto the 
Lo^. 

We commit our souls and bodies and abodes to tiie care of 
our heavenly Father this night. Hear our pr ay er s , and fot- 
give our sins, for the sake of Jesus, our only Saviour. Amen» 
Our Father which art in heaven, ftc. 


TWBNTY-SEVBNTH WEEK.— MONDAY MORNINO. 


PEOVlBBffCB XNCOMFBBHBNilBLB. 

T H wm p kmU* AdmkrfOiw^ lOOeA, l. b. 

1 ^REA.T God ! in vain man's narrow view 
^ Attempts to look thy nature through : 

Our labourmg powers with reverence own 
Thy glories never can be known. 

2 Not the high seraph's mighty thought, 

Who countless years his God has sought^ 

Buch wondrous height or depth csm &id, 

Or fully trace thy boundless mind. 

8 Yet, liord, thy kindness dei^s to show 
Enough for mortal minds to know ; 

While wisdom, goodness, power divine, 

I Through all thy works and conduct shine, 

i 4 0! may our souls with rapture trace 

Thy works of nature and of grace ; 

Explore thy sacred name, and still 

Press on to know and do thy wiU ! Kirns. 

1 SAMUEL XXL 

David*i Perplexities. 

T hen canae David to Nob to Ahimelech the priest : and 
Ahiinelech was afraid at the meeting of David, and said 
unto him, Why art thou alone, and no man with thee? 

2 And David said unto Ahimelech the priest, The king 
I hath commanded me a business, and hath said unto me, Let 
• no man know anything of the business whereabout I send 
I thee, and what I have commanded thee : and I have appointed 
, my servants to such and such a place. 

8 Now therefore what is under thine hand ? give me five 
I loaves 0 ^ bread in mine hand, or what there is present. 

. 4 And the priest answered David, and said, There is no 

1 common bread under mine hand, but there is hallowed bread. 
6 So the priest gave him hallowed bread : for there was no 
bread there but the shewbread, that was taken I’roin before the 
I Loan, to put hot bread in tlic day when it was taken away. 

7 Now a certain man of the servants of Saul ivas there that 
I day, detained before the Lord ; and his name was Doeg, an 
Edomite, the cliiefcst of the herdmen that belonged to Saul. 

8 And David said unto Ahimelech, And is there not here 
under thine hand spear or sword ? for I have neither brought 
. my sword nor my weapons with me, because the king^s 
' business required haste, 

9 And the priest said. The sword of Cioliath the Philistine, 
whom thou slewest in the valley of Elali, behold, it is here 
wrapped in a cloth behind the epbod : if thou wilt take that, 
take it : for there is no other save that here. And David 
said, There is none like that ; give it me. 

10 And David arose, and fled that day for fear of Saul, and 
went to Achish the king of Gath. 

11 And the servants of Acliish said unto him, Is not this 
David the king of the land? did they not sing one to another 
of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and 
David his ten thousands? 

12 And David laid up these words in his heart, and was 
•ore afraid of Achish the king of Gath. 

13 And he changed his behaviour before them, and feigned 
himself mad in their hands, and scrabbled on the doors of the 
gate, and let his spittle fall down upon his beard. 

14 Then said Achish unto his servants, Lo, ye see the man 
is mad : wherefore then have ye brought him to me ? 

15 Have I need of madmen, that ye have brought this 
/ellouf to play the madman in my presence? shall this fellow 
come into ray house ? 

BuLBcmoBS trvoK 1 SAitmcL XXI. — ^David's afflictioiis, perploxities, 
and daxkgers were of no ordinary description,* bat they led him to 
ttuBk of God’% priests and of God's sanotuary, where God has stores of 
Uessitigs and oonsolatioits fbr all his aAioted people. This holy man 


showed the frailty of human nature in using an improper mean to 
gain a lawful end. In greatest straits wo sho^d never cease to place 
implicit confidence in our God and Saviour, who never fails to guide 
his people by Ms counsel, and afterwards bring them to glory. We 
cannot tell how many gloomy and dark clouds may yet encompass us 
in our journey through this wilderness world to our heavenly home. 
May the counsel of the inspired Isaiah sink deep into our hearts ; 
“ Who is among you that fearoth the Lord, and obeyeth the voice of 
his servant, that wolkoth in darkness, and hath no light ? let him 
trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God ! " 

PRAYER. 

T hou, O Lord, art the God of providence. Though thy 
dispensations may appear dark and mysterious to our 
feeble capacities, all thine arrangements are infinitely wise and 
infinitely good. When wc reflect on tlic very singular and 
perplexing events with which David was tried, may we never 
consider that any strange thing has befallen us. When we are 
so hemmed in by circumstances and trials, that we know not 
whether to turn to the right hand or to the left, may we con- 
sole ourselves with this animating truth, that with thee our 
God in Christ there is no darkness at all, and that thou wilt 
safely conduct thy people through all their difficulties, and at 
last bring them to thy heavenly home, where they slisdl never 
be surrounded by dark clouds, and where the sun of their 
glory shall no more go down. 

Holy Spirit, amid all the dark and trying dispensations of 
providence, may wc remember and rejoice that God is lights 
yea, that he is perfect in knowledge. Thou art he avIio putteth 
wisdom in the inward parts, and who hath given understand- 
ing to the heart. Thou art he who giveth wisdom unto the 
wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding. 

Wc seek the blessing of our God on what wc have now 
read. We have seen in the history of thy tried servant that 
situations of eminence are slippery places. Have raerev on 
such of our relatives and friends as arc possessed of wealth or 
invested with power. Preserve them from the numeroui 
snares and dangcirs wdth which such situations are ever ac- 
companied. May the impression of the vanity and uncertainty 
of earthly wealth, and the inHnitc importance of a heavenly 
inlieritance, never for one day be absent from their thoughts. 

Deliver us, on all occasions, from those snares to which the 
soul i.s exposed by the fear of man. Wc have now seen the 
dissimulation into which even David fell ; and may we con- 
sider the record of the melancholy fact as a beacon to warn 
us of our danger, and to avoid by Divine grace those snares 
by which even David was entangled. 

Preserve ns, O Lord, from the oppression of the proud. 
We see in Darid an aflecting illustration of the tnith, that 
oppression makes a wise man mad. If it is thy will, may 
we never be placed iu those situations where we should be 
liable to fall into such a snare: but, if in tliy providence 
Ave sliouJd be so tried, we earnestly pray that we may not be 
suffered to fall. 

In a peculiar manner^ O Lord^ preserve our dear offspring 
from the temptations to which they arc now exjiosedy and 
from all the hosts of temptation which shall meet them in the 
future period of their days, Jesus ^ hold them as stars in 
thy right hand. 

O King of Zion, we thank thee for the bread of life, of 
which the vilest and the most unworthy are invited to partake, 
liord, enable us to cat, and live for ever. 

R^ive, O Lord, the tribute of praise for the mercies of 
the past Sabbath and the past night. May we live this 
day under the salutary influence of the Word yesterday pro- 
claimed. 

Hear our prayer, and forgive our sin, for the sake of Jctiii, 
our Ransom and Surety, Amen* 



TWENTY-SEVENTH WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


CREATION. 

TfWMport Creatim, China, l. m. 

1 T OOK up, yo saints, direct your C 3 "es 

To him who dwells above the skies : 

With your glad notes his praise rehearse 
Who formed the mighty universe. 

2 Tho word ho gave, the obedient sun 
Ilegan his glorious race to run : 

Kor silver moon, nor stars delay, 

To glide along the ethereid way. 

IVeming with life — air, earth, and sea 
Obey the Almiglity’s high de(a'eo ! 

'J’o every tribe he gives Iheir food. 

Then speaks tlie whole divinely good. Neicdiiak. 

ACTS XV J I. 

A then kin Idulafri/. 

fPIIEN certain philosophers of the Kjiicureans, and of the 
^ Stoieks, encountered him. And some said, What will 
this babbler say? other some, He seenieth to be a setter forth 
of strange gcxls; because he jireachcd unto them Jesus, and 
the rcsurniction. 

19 And tliey took liirn, and bronglit him unto Areopagus, 
saying, May we know what this new doctrine, whereof thou 
speakest, is? 

20 For thou bringest certain strange things to our cars : we 
W'ould know therefore what those things mean. 

21 (For all the Athenians and strangers Avhieh were there 
spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or to Jicar 
some new thing.) 

22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars^ hill, and said, 
Ye men of Athens, 1 perceive that in all things ye are too 
superstitious. 

23 For as I passed by, and hcdiold your devotions, I found 
an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. 
Whom therefore ye ignorantly worsliip, him declare I unto 
you. 

j 21 God that made tho world, and all things therein, seeing 
tliat he is the Lord of licaven and earth, dwelleth not in 
teinjdes made with hands: 

25 Neither is worshipped witli men’s liands as though he 
needed any thing, seeing he givctli to all life, and breath, and 
all things ; 

.v6 And hatli made of one blood all nations of men, for to 
dvved on all tlic face of tlic earth, and hath determined the 
times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 

27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel 
after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one 
of us; ^ 

28^ For in him wc live, and move, and have our being; as 
certain also of your own poets have said. For we are also his 
offspring. 

29 Forasmuch then as we are tlic offspring of God, we 
ouglit not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or 
silver, or stone, graven by art and inau's device. 

30 And tlie times of this ignorance God winked at; but 
now commanclctli all men everywhere to repent : 

31 Jlecauso he hath appointed a day in the wliich he will 
judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath 
ordained ; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men. in 
that he hath raised him from the dead. 

82 And when they lieard of the resurrection of the dead, 
some mocked : and others said, We will hear thee airain of 
this matter. ^ 

33 So Paul departed from among them. 

31 Howbeit eertain men clave imto him, and believed : 
among Ae which was Dionysius the Areopagitc, and a woman 
named Damans, and others with them. 


Keflsctions irpoN Acts xvn. — The infidels, the wicked, and the 
profane hato tho Gospel, and pour contempt upon its doctrines 
Thus, they expose their folly and their shame ; thus, they demon* 
strate their moral derangement, in despising and rejecting that only 
guide which can lead to heaven and immortal bliss. In derision, the 
Athenian philosophers called tho doctrine of the Gospel new. With- 
out intending it, they uttered a delightful truth. The light of the 
G<).spel is always new, like the animating light of the morning sky. 
The streams which flow from this fountain are always new and 
refreshing to the soul. The fruit which grows on this Divine ever- 
green is always new, and affords to the spiritual taste of the soul 
constant and undiminished enjoyment and delight. Affecting, 
Inimiliating truth ! — the world by wisdom knew not God. Tho wisest 
pliiiosophers on the face of the earth, and in Athens, the far-famed 
city of Greece, the most distinguished for learning and schools, were 
ignorant of Him in whom they lived, moved, and had their being ! 

PRAYER. 

TT OLY and Divine Spirit, graciously solemnize our minds, 
and abstract our thoughts from all worldly objects and 
cares, while wc prostrate ourselves before the throne of grace, 
to present our evening prayer. 

God of salvation, we acknowledge that we are unable to 
form adequate and suitable conceptions of tby majesty, gloiy, 
and grace. Yet wc rejoice that thou art not altogether to us 
fhe unknown God. Thou hast favoured us with a blessed 
revelation of thyself in the Word of life. God prevent that 
wc should ignorantly worship thee, who art the God and 
Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Ever may we 
be enabled to worship thee in spirit and in truth. 

Wc adore thee, O Lord, as the great God who made the 
world and all things therein, seeing that thou art the Lord of 
heaven and earth, who dwellest not in temples made with 
hands. It is impossible that thou eanst be worshipped by the 
workmanship of men’s hands, for all idol worship is an abomi- 
nation to thy holy and spiritual nature, while it is infinitely 
derogatory to thy glory. Thou, O Lonl, art absolutely 
independent of all creatures, while the whole universe of 
creatures is ever dependent on thee. Thou givest to all life, 
breath, and all things. Thou alone hast given existence to all 
the tribes of human beings on the surface of tho earth. Thou 
hast made of one blood all the nations of men, and hast 
brought them from one common source, even Adam, from 
whom they have received a nature corrupted and fallen. We 
I adore thee, O Lord, in all the wisdom of thy purposes, which 
thou hast formed before the world begap. Thou hast deter- 
mined the times before appointed, and hast fixed the bounds 
of the habitations of all the children of men, that they might 
seek thcc, the Lord. 

We acknowledge that it is in thee we live, move, and have 
our being. Remembering this, may we see the infinite obliga- 
tions under wliich wc are laid to ^ve thee the homage 
worship of the heart. Remembering this, may we be led to 
make a full surrender to thee, 0 Jesus, of all we are and all 
we have. Holy Spirit, enable us as a family to perform this 
act of spiritual aud personal dedication. FTom henceforth may 
we consider with solemnity and joy that we are the Lord’s. ^ 
Effect the minds of our beloved children with the prospect 
of the solemnities of a judgment-day,^ and of the resurrection 
from the dead. On that day^ that great and solemn day^ 
when heaven and earth shall flee away^ may they and we 
he found on the right hand of God. 

Awept of our united thanks for the blesi^ings of reason, 
health, tho necessaries and the comforts of life, this day 
enjoyed. Afford us thy fatherly care this night. May we 
and all our friends enjoy the protection of a covenant God. 
Hear our feeble prayers, and forgive our sins, for the sake of 
Jesus, who liveth and was dead, and who is alive for evermore 
Amen. " 



TWBNTY-SEVENTH WBmL-- TUESDAY MOBNINU. 


FAITH IN BUPFfiKING. 

Wttterham. MxgMmty OcXUgt, Or<mU, c. u. 

1 l^HILE sorrow wrings my bleeding heart, 

^ ^ And black despondence reigns ; 

Satan exults at my complaints, 

And triumphs o’er my pains. 

2 While scoffers at thy sacred word 

Deride the pongs I feel, 

Deem my religion insincere, 

Or call it useless zeal : 

S Yot will I ne’er repent my choice, 

I’ll ne’er withdraw my trust ; 

I know thee, Lord, a powerful friend. 

And kind and wise and just. Cotton. 


1 SAMUEL XXII. 

Saul ilaying tlic Priests, 

T^AVID therefore departed thence, and escaped to the cave 
Adullam: and when his brethren and all his father’s 
houfie heard «7, they went down thither to him. 

2 And every one that was in distress, and every one that 
was in debt, and every one that was discontented, gathered 
themselves unto him ; and he became a ca 2 )tain over them : 
and there were with him about four hundred men. 

3 And David went thence to Mizpeh of Moab : and he said 
unto the king of Moab, Let my father and my motlicr, I pray 
thee, come forth, and be with you, till 1 know wliat God wiil 
do for me. 

4 And he brought them before the king of Moab : and they 
dwelt with him all the while that David was in the hold. 

5 And the prophet Gad said unto David, Abide not in the 
hold; depart, and get thee into the land of Judah. Then 
David departed, and came into the forest of Ilareth. 

6 When Saul heard that David was discovered, and the 
men that were with him, (now Saul abode in Oibcah under a 
tree in Eamah, having his sj^ear in his hand, and all hio 
servants ivere standing about him ;) 

7 Then Saul said imto his servants that stood about him, 
Hear now, ye Benjaraites; will the son of Jesse give eveiy 
one of you fields and vineyards, and make you all captains of 
thousands, and captains of hundreds ; 

8 That all of you have conspired against me, and there is 
none that sheweth me that my son Jiatli made a league with 
the son of Jesse, and there is none of you tliat is sorry for me, 
or sheweth unto me that my son hath stirred up my servant 
against me, to lie in wait, as at this clay V 

9 Then answered Doeg the Edomite, whicli was set over 
the servants of Saul, and said, I saw the son of Jesse coming 
to Nob, to Ahimelech the son of Ahitub. 

10 And he enquired of the Loan for him, and gave him 
victuals, and gave him the sword of Goliath tlie Philistine. 

j 11 Then the king sent to caU Ahimclccli the priest, the son 
I of Ahitub, and all his father’s liouse, the priests tliat were in 
Nob : and they came all of them to the king. 

12 And Saul said. Hear now, thou son of Ahitub. And 
he answered, Here I am, my lord. 

! 18 And Saul said unto him. Why have ye conspired against 

me, thou and the son of Jesse, in that thou hast given him 
I bread, and a sword, and hast enquired of God for him, that 
I he should rise against me, to lie in wait, as at this day ? 

I 14 Then Ahimelech answered the king, and said, And who 
i is so faithful among all thy servants as David, which is the 
king’s son in law, and goeth at thy bidding, and is honourable 
in udne house? 

IS Did I then begin to enquire of God for him ? Be it 
fat ieoxa me; let not the king impute any thing unto his 
s^ant, nor to dl the house of my father : for thy servant 
knew nothing of all this, less or more. 


16 And the king said. Thou shalt surely die, Ahimdecli, 
thou, and all thy father’s house. 

llKFiiECTioNB UPON 1 Samuel XXII. — Whttt a difforonco betwixt 
David in a cave, and David in a palace ! Hero we may consider 
him typical of Clnist. What a difference betwixt Jesus on the 
cross, and on the throne ! What a difference betwixt Jesus in the 
grave, surrounded with darkncfis, and in lieaven, shinbg brighter 
than ten thousand suns ! Peculiar, trying, degrading, and distress- 
ing, were the circumstances of those who came to David, to bo 
guided by his wisdom, to fight under his standard, and to enjoy his 
protection. In this David was remarkably tyi)ical of Christ. Jesus 
invites the vile, the wretched, the poor, the guilty, and the aban- 
doned, to come to him. Ho is willing to become their leader, their 
commander, their protector, and their Saviour. Marvellous grace ! 
They re(iuive none to recommend thorn : they are welcome os they 
are — laden with guilt, and loathsome wdth disease. When they 
come they are washed, and sanctified, and justified. What a 
change ! — what a blessed change ! 

PRAYER. 

Vj^^E adore thee, O Lord, in all the mysteries of tliy sove* 
reignty. We adore thee iu the displays of sovereignty 
and grace connected with the life and experience of thy people 
iu this vale of tears. O Lord, thou dost reign alone, with 
undivided and eternal authority. As a family \vc bow down 
before thy sceptre, acknowledging that thou dost rule with 
wide and absolute command ; over tluj broad ocean and the 
solid land thou dost reign almighty and alone, and all creation 
hangs upon thy throne. 

Sanctify to our minds the affecting account we have now 
read of tlic persecutions and afflictions of the man according 
to tliinc own heart. Wc thank God that none of our afflic- 
tions have ever been so severe as his. O Lord, thou hast 
corn^cted us in measure, tlioii hast never dealt with us as 
our iniquities deserve. In the hour of suffering, graciously 
impart unto our minds that rich supjdy of Divine strength 
by which we shall be enabled to take uj) our cross and follow 
Christ. As iu the dark night of affliction David helicvod in 
the providential and paternal care of God, and waited to know j 
what God would do for him ; may we iu the night of gloomy | 
adversity believe in the watchful care of God, and with filial 
submission and dependence wait to know what God, our 
heavenly Jbthcr, will do for us. O our God, wc would lay 
hold of the promise which is given to those who wait upon 
thee: Wait on the Lord, be of good courage, and he shall 
streiigtlien thine heart. O for that faith by which we shall 
be able to say, in humble reliance upon our God and Father 
in Christ, Our soul waiteth for the Lord, lie is our help and 
shield. 

Teach us, O Lord, to look on David as a type of Christ. 

As David received persons of every dcscrqition into his ser- 
vice, may wc rejoice that our merciful Saviour is willing to 
receive sinners, however great their guilt and numerous their 
sins, into his em])loymcnt, and to take them under his gracious 
protection. Praise to our God, wx have upon record that 
invitation and promise, which stands secure as the eternal 
throne ; Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out. 

Persuade afid enable our beloved children and domestics to 
join the ranks of Christ's army, and to become the faitlful i 
servants of the Captain of salvation, who will give them the ; 
most splendid victories ovei' all their lusts and corruptions. 

We seek for our afflicted and aged friends all the consola- 
tions of the Gospel. May thpy eat the exhilarating fruit 
which grows on Christ, the tree of life. 

Accept our humble thanks for the mercies of the night, and 
graciously assist in the duties of the day, for Jesus’ sake, the 
faithful and true Witness, Amen. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH WEEK. — ^TUESDAY BVBNINO. 


II1NI8IERIAL LOVE. 

06U$ham, Ame. Carey' t. **• 

1 THAT I was as horetofon?, 

” When first sent forth in Jesus’ name ; 

I rushed through every open door, 

And cried to all, Huhold the Lamb ! 

Boized the poor trembling slaves of sin, 

And urged the outcast to come in. 

2 The God who kills and makes alive, 

To mo tlie quickening power impart; 

Thy grace restore, thy work revive, 
lletouch my lips, renew my heart; 

Forth with a fresh commission send, 

And all thy senamt’s step.s attend. G. Wesley. 


BjBMEonoKs TOON AoM xvm.— The baniatoeut of tte Jtm* ^ 
Claudius was an otot soTero, crue!, iwd bwbarous. It oooanoned 
great inconvenience, and, no doubt, muon tuff6]|^. Hut God 
brought light out of this darknesB, and good out of evil. Jn oon- 
Boquenoe of this edict the usefiilneas of Ftisoilla ^d Aquila was 
greatly increased. They were probably converted m Borne, under 
the preaching of Peter. Having been xnade^ partakers of grace, wd 
distinguished for piety, they wore made peculiarly usei^ in promoting 
the spread of the Gospel, and extending the boundaries of the king- 
dom of Christ. In this, and in ten thousands of instances, Satan has 
been token in his own oraftiness ; and God has made the wrath of 
men to praise him, while the remainder of their wrath he has 
restrained. How astonishing the sovereignty, the wisdom, and the 
power of God, in employing the unhallowed actions of wicked men 
for accomplishing his own purposes of morcy aud grace ! 


ACTS xyiii. 

Paul in Corinth. 

A fter tlicso things Paul departed from Athens, and came 
to Corintli ; 

2 And found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontna, 
lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla; (because that 
j Claudius had commanded all Jews to dt^part from Rome :) and 
I came unto them. 

) 3 And because he was of the same craft, he abode with 

I them, and wrought : for by their occupation they were tent- 
j makers. 

i 4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and 
j persuaded the Jews and the Gnnjks. 

i 6 And w’h(3n Silas and Tiinotlieus were come from Mace- 
j donia, Paul w'ns pressed in the spirit, and testified to tlie Jews 
I that Jesus tvas Christ. 

! 6 And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he 

! shook his raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be upon 
I your own heads ; I am clean ; from henceforth I w^ill go unto 
1 the Gentiles. 

7 And he departed thence, and entered into a certain 
man^s house, named Justus, 07ie that w^orshipped God, whoso 
house joined hard to the synagogue. 

8 And Crispus, the (diief ruler of the synagogue, believed 
on the Lord with all his house ; and many of the Corinthians 
bearing helicv(;d, and were l^aptized. 

9 Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, 
Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace : 

10 For I am with tlice, and no man shall set on thee to 
hurt thee : for I have mucli people in tliis city. 

11 And he eontinned there a year aud six nwntlis, teaching 
the wonl of God among them. 

12 And when Gtdlio was the deputy of Achaia, the Jews 
made insurrection with one accord against Paul, and brought 
him to the judgment seat, 

13 Saying, This fellow persuadeth men to worship God 
contrary to the law. 

14 And when Paul was now about to open his mouth, 
Gallio said unto the Jews, If it were a matter of wrong or 
wicked lewduess, O ye Jews, reason would that 1 should bear 
with you. 

16 And he drave them from the judgment scat. 

18 And Paul after this tarried there yet a good while, and 
then took his leave of the brethren, and sailed thence into 
Syria, and with liim Priscilla and Aquila ; having shorn his 
head in Ccnchrea : for he had a vow. 

19 And he oamc to lilphcsus, and left them there : but he 
I himself entered into the synagogue, and reasoned with the 
I Jews. 

20 When they desired him to tarry longer time with them, 
ho consented not ; 

21 But bade them farewell, saying, 1 must W all means 
keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem : but 1 will return 
again unto you, if God will. And he sailed from Ephesus. 

870 


PRAYER. 

I T is our unspeakable privilege, O Lord our God, to worship 
and bow down before thee. We desire to avail ourselves 
of our privilege, and to kneel before the Lord our Maker ; for 
thou art our God and Father in Christ, alluring us by argu- 
ments the most powerful to come unto thee, to receive the 
rich treasures of grace, and the hopes of the glory and felicity 
of heaven. What reason have wo to rejoice in the abundance 
of thy condescension and mercy ! Though the heavens be thy 
throne and the earth thy footstool, yea, though the heaven 
of heavens cannot contain thee, thou hast said in thy great 
mercy. To this man will I look, even to him that is poor and 
of a contrite spirit, and trcmbleth at my word. Holy Spirit, 
may we be of an humble and contrite heart, and deeply afiected 
with the word of thine authority imd grace ; then shall we 
have the pleasing evidence that we are walking with God, and 
that we are temples of the Holy Ghost. 

We would humbly and earnestly supplicate zeal for the 
glory of God, for the salvation of sinners, and the extension 
of the kingdom of Christ. When we remember the zeal and 
labours of Paul and Aquila and Priscilla, wc are ashamed at 
our langiibr, and would mourn over our cold and culpable 
indifference. 

Lord, make us successful in the conversion of some careless 
souls. As Paul reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath- 
day, persuading botli Jews and Greeks, may we be instru- 
ments in adding membei’s to thy Church, considering it the 
greatest honour, and a mark of the greatest wisdom, to win 
souls to Christ. God forbid that any of us should be indif- 
ferent to the salvation of our own souls, or the souls of our 
beloved relatives wlio are still far from 'God, and who have 
not moved one step in their journey to the heavenly st^te. 
O Lord, we acknowledge with shame our past indifference 
about the salvation of those related to ns by the ties of nature 
and blood. Henceforth may we use affectionate diligence in 
persuading them to how before Immanuel, and become his 
loving and his faithful subjects. 

Have mercy 07i our children, and deliver them from the 
guilt and reign of sin. Teach %i8 to travail as in birth for 
their salvation. 

Lord, increase the faithfulness of thy ministers. At the 
close of their ministerial course, may they be enabled, like thy 
servant, to say, We arc pure of the blood of all men. 

Give thy ministers great encouragement in their honour- 
able. and arduous employment. Say to them in the midst ot 
the greatest difficulties, and in the face of the greatest dangers, 
Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace. 

Graciously forgive the offences and imperfections of this 
day. Daily may we remember the merit of the Saviour’s blood, 
which alone can wash away the railt of sin. We thank thee 
for all the blessings of tby providence this day received. Wo 
commit ourselves into thine everlasting arms thsi night. All 
we ask is for Jesus’ sake, our Advocate and Saviour. Amen. 



TWfiim.SlVBNTH WtSEK.— WBDtmsliXY MORNING. 


teVINB INQTRtTCTlON TO THE YOUNO. 

]^oral» JV(pw OreaHon* New Bavtn, p. M, 

1 nature*® cave, and sin’s dark cell®, 

■*“ Where the inmrisonod spirit dwells ; 

Burroutided bjr a mghtful gfoom, 

And dreading fiercer ill® to coinc ; 

From chains of woe, and haunts of vice, 

To liberty and life we rise. 

2 Thanks to the hand that sets us free. 

Eternal Spirit, thanks to thoo ! 

Whoso power resistless, unconfined, 

Subdues the passions of the mind ; 

Eulos in the heart with strong control, 

And pours instruction o’er the soul. Coli.ykr. 

1 SAMUEL^'XXII^^^^ 

David's Dificidiies. 

^IIEN they told David, saying, Behold the Philistines fight 
against Keiloh, and they rob the threshing-floors. 

2 Therefore David enquired of the Loiin, saying, Shall I go 
and smite these Philistines ? And the Lonn said unto David, 
Go and smite the Philistines, and save Kcilah. 

8 And David’s men said unto him, Behold, we be afraid 
here in Judah: how much more then if we come to Kcilah 
against the armies of the Philistines ? 

4 Then David enquired of the Loan yet again. And the 
Loud answered him and said, Arise, go down to Kcilah ; for 
I will deliver the Philistines into thine hand. 

6 So David and his men went to Kcilah, and fought with 
the Philistines, and brought away their ciattlc, ainl smoio 
tlicm with a great slaughter. So David saved the inhabitants 
of Keilah. 

6 And it came to pass, when Abiathar the son of Ahimeiech 
fled to David to Keilah, that he came down tvith an ephod in 
his hand. 

7 And it was told Saul that David was come to Kcilah. 
And Saul said, God hath delivered him into mine hand ; for 
he is shut in, by entering into a town that hath gates and bars. 

8 And Saul called all the pcioplc together to war, to go 
down to Keilah, to besiege David and his men. 

9 And David knew that Saul secretly practised mischief 
against him ; and he said to Abiathar the priest, Bring hither 
the ephod. 

10 Then said David, 0 Lord God of Israel, tliy servant 
hath certainly heard that Saul sccketh to come to Keilah, to 
destroy the city for my sake. 

11 Will the men of Keilah deliver me up into his hand? 
will Saul come down, as tliy servant hath heard? O Lord 
God of Israel, I beseech thee, tell thy servant. And the 
Lord said, He will come down. 

12 Then said David, Will the men of Kcilah deliver me 
and my men into the hand of Saul? And the Lord said, They 
will deliver thee up. 

13 Then David and his men, which vnre about six hundred, 
arose and departed out of Keilah, and went whithersoever they 
could go. .^d it was told Saul that David was escaped from 
Keilah ; and he forbare to go forth. 

14 And David abode in the wilderness in strong holds, and 
remained in a mountain in the wilderness of Ziph. And Saul 
sought him every day, but God delivered him not into his 
hand. 

16 And David saw that Saul was come out to seek Ids life : 
and David was in the wilderness of Ziph in a wood. 

16 And Jonathan Saules son arose, and went to David into 
the wood, and strengthened his hand in God, 

17 And he said unto him, Feai* not : for the hand of Saul 
xn^ Ihther shall not find thee ; and thou shalt be king over 
Israel, and I shall be next tmto thee ; and that also Saul my 
ftther knoweth. 


18 And they two made a covenant before the Lord : and 
David abode in the wood, and Jonathan went to his house. 

Reflections upon 1 Bamuel xxiir. — In the midst of oui o^vn por- 
Bonal trials and troubles wo must not be insensible to the troubles ot 
the Church, or bo forgetful of her claims. David, in ibo midst of his 
own trials and peridoxiticjs, felt for Keilah in her diflicnllies and 
dangers, and nobly and valiantly delivered her out of the hand of 
her enemies. Yery perscvcringly Saul longed and thirsted for David’s 
blood, and to accomplish his death. Yery jicrsevcringly the Jews 
longed and thirsted lor Jesus’ blood, and at last succeeded in putting 
him to death. Jesus a 2 )pearcd among men as a Saviour, and men 
rose up against him as destroyers. David, in his afflictions, sought 
and enjoyed the fellowshij) of God. This liivinc intorcourso lighhms 
the heaviest burden, Jind sweetens the bitterest cup. Jesus is the 
nearest, the best, and the most compassionate of friends. Happy 
ana blest ore they who pour their complaints into the bosom of hi® 
lovo! 

PllAYEB. 

M ost merciful Jehovah, we adorci thee as the counsellor of 
thy people. Infinite are the stores of tliy wisdom ; and 
wc bless and praise thee that, on all ooonsions, thy children 
have access to tlicc as tindr FatJicr for direction and comfort. 
May each one of us value thy counsel, and sock it. Like the 
Psalmist, may we liavc reason to sing, 1 bless the Lord, who 
hath given me counsel. Wc seek that faith in Christ as our 
counsellor whicli will enable us in holy confidence to exclaim. 
Thou wilt guide me with thy counsel, and afterwards receive 
me to glory. Wc thank God for this gracious promise, and 
we earnestly plead for its aceomplislimcnt : I will instruct 
thee, and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go : I will 
guide thee with mine eye. 

Convince our beloved children of the folly which is 
naltmdly bound up within thenh them grace to seek 

directum and tvisdom from Christy tvho is (he wonderful 
counsellor. Fill their hearts tvith love to thy Wordy and 
may they form the following resolution: Thy testimonies are 
my coinisellors. 

We present our thanks to our God for the example which 
David has given us of seeking direction from God, when he 
was emliarrasscd with difEculties and exposed to danger. And 
wc bless God that he sought not direction in vain. We rejoice 
that the Word of God furnishes the most suitable counsels, 
both for the soul and body, for time and eternity. Give us 
thy Spirit, that wc may affectionately scarcli the Scriptures 
for direction in every case; and wlieu wc have found it, to 
follow it. May we not resemble him who knew liis Lord’s 
will and did it not, and who was therefore beaten with many 
stripes. In ten thousand instances wc have heen chargeable 
with this sin ; and have reason to >vonder at the patience and 
mercy of our God, that we have not been visited with deserved 
wrath. O blessed God, may it never be said of us, or of any 
of our beloved relatives, at the day of death, Because I have 
called, and ye have refused : I have stretclied out my hand, 
and no man regarded; but ye have set at nought all my 
counsel, and would have none of my reproof; 1 will also 
laugh at your calamity, I will mock when your fear cometfa. 

We thank our God for religious friends. 0 teach us more 
highly than ever to value the aflectioii, the fcllowslifo, the 
example, and the prayers of pious friends. May our friends 
resemble the pious Jonathan, who strengthened David’s hand 
in God, and may they strengthen our hand in God. May we 
be ever preserved from the society of such as would tempt us 
to draw aside from wisdom’s ways. 

We thank God for the care of the past night, and we seek 
the direction and blessing of our God this day. 

Lord, hear our prayer, and forgive our sins, only for tha 
I sake of our dear B^eemer. Amen. 

8b 2 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENIN&. 


RICHES 

h^kd New, Ktrtwell, Providence Colkge, 

1 T ET avarice, from shore to shore, 

" Her favourite God pursue ; 

Thy word, 0 Lord, wo value more 

Than India or Peru. 

2 Here mines of knowledge, love, and joy, 

Art^ opened to our si^ht ; 

The purest gold without alloy, 

And gems divinely bright. 

3 The counsels of redecTiiing grace 

Those sacred leaves unfold ; 

And hero the Haviour’s lovely face 
Our raptured eyes behold. 

S, Stennett. 

ACTS XVIII. 

TJui eloquent Apolloa. 

A ND a certain Jew named Apolloa, born at Alexandria, an 
eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to 
Ephesus. 

25 This man was instructed in the way of the Loud ; and 
being fervent in the spirit, lie spake and taught diligently the 
things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. 

20 And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue : whom 
when Aquila and Priscilla had lieard, they took liini unto them, 
and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly. 

27 And wlien he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the 
brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him : who, 

■ when he was come, helped them much which had believed 
through grace : 

28 For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publickly, 
flhewing by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ. 

ACTS XIX. 

Paid in Eplicms. 

A ND it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, 
Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to 
Ephesus : and finding certain disciples, 

2 He said unto them. Have ye received the Holy Ghost 
since yc believed? And they said unto him, We have not so 
much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 

8 And he said unto them. Unto what then were ye baptized? 
And they said. Unto John^s baptism. 

4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on 
him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 

6 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. 

6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy 
Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and 
prophesied. 

7 And all the men were about twelve. 

8 And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly fbr 
the space of three months, disputing and persuading the 
things concerning the kingdom of God. 

9 But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but 
spake evil of that way before the multitude, he departed from 
them, and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the school 
of one Tyrannus. 

10 And this continued by the space of two years; so that 
all they which dwelt iu Asia heard the word of the Jiord Jesus, 
both Jews and Greeks. 

11 And God wrought special miracles by the bands of 
Paul: 

12 So that from his body were brought unto the sick hand- 
kerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and 
the evil spirits went out of them. 
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Reflections ttton Acts xvm., xix. — ^Apollos was enriAed vriA 
grace, and mighty and successful in wielding the sword of the Bpirit. 
Ho was a champion for the faith, and for the Gospel. His name 
signifies Destroyer he spiritually honoured his name, by manftilly 
op])osing the kingdom of Baton, and by laying waste temtories 
of sin, of ignorance, and of Pagamsm. Important searching question : 

Have wc received the Holy Ghost?'' Have we reedved him in 
his convincing influences ? Have we seen sin in its vileness, enor- 
mity, and guilt? And have wo fled to Jesus, the Founhun opened 
for sin and imcleanncss? Have wo received the Spirit in his en- 
lightening influences, and has the dark night of spiritual ignorance 
and folly been changed into the bright day of saying knowledge and 
wisdom ? Have we received the Spirit in his quickening mfluenoes, 
and is our soul the subject of the Divine and vital principle of grace ^ 
Have we felt the comforting influences of the Spirit? Then, we 
have been taught to rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 


PRAYER. 

I NTERNAL Jehovah, wc arc again permitted, in the multi- 
^ tude of thy mercies, to approach thee seated on the throne 
of grace. Wc would call on thee, who art infinitely worthy to 
be praised. But how unspeakably unfit are we, on account of 
our ignorance, folly, weakness, and sin, to address thee, O Lord, 
a God of unspotted holiness, and of boundless and unerring 
wisdom ! Wc, tlicrefore, earnestly pray that thou wouldst 
graciously send forth thy light and thy truth. Instruct us in 
the way in which we should go in thy worship ; for such is 
the darkness of our minds, that wc are unable to order our 
8i)ccch aright before thee. Ivord, enable us to offer up our 
prayer under a dciep sense of our sinfulness and unworthincss, 
O that all our prayers rose to thy throne from hearts softened 
and subdued by filial fear and evangelical repentance ! 

Sanctify to us the events of the past day. We thank thee 
for the measure of health and strength afforded us in the 
di^jcharge of its various duties, and in the pursuit of our 
lawful calling. O pardon the guilt we have contracted this 
day, and may our sins of omission and commission be 
mercifully forgiven, through the infinite merit of our Saviour's 
righteousness. 

May wc lie down to rest this night under the holy and well- 
grounded confidenc(j that thou art the Lord our God, and that 
we lire encompassed by the everlasting arms of a gracious 
God, In tliis most blessed persuasion may wc live, and in 
this persuasion may we die. While we live like Paul, who 
laboured with indefatigable zeal in the service of Jesus, may 
we live to the Lord ; and when we die, may we die unto the 
Lord. Living or dying, may wc be the Lord's. 

Heavenly Father, enable aged and experienced Christians 
to imitate the example of Aquila and Priscilla, who taught 
Apollos, and expounded unto him more perfectly the way of 
God. May they communicate of their knowledge and expe- 
rience to younger and less experienced disciples in the school 
of Christ. 

O Lord, give to our dear chihlten an increasing thirst for 
useful, and more especially for Divine knowledge. May they 
and our servants ever listen with veneration and delight to 
the counsels and admonition of experienced saints. 

We ask not for ourselves, O Lord, wwldly wealth or 
earthly power; but may wc be rich in grace, and mighty in 
the Scriptures. Make all tliy dear, ministering servants, Kke 
Apollos, mighty in the Scriptures. With the fervour of sacred 
and heaven- taught eloquence, may they proclaim the glories of 
Christ, the greatness of his love, tne ment of Ws righteousnessi 
and the freeness of his grace. 

Mercifully hear our imperfect prayers, and forgive our sina^ 
for Jesus' sake, who is worthy, with the Father and Divine 
Spirit^ to receive eternal praises. Amen. 



TWENTY.SBVENTH WEEK.— THUESDAY MOENING. 


FRAYBB FOE HELP. the Binful passioDS 18 8X1 emblem of hell ; for it containi the very 

OUford. WuUfhtm. Bedford, c. m. essence of what constitutes the misery of Tophet. A mind under 

1 XJELP me to persevere in grace, the dominion of grace, enlightened by Divine light, and warmed by 

Still gladly following on; Divine love, is an emblem of heaven; because it contains all that is 

Save me from each backsliding path essential to heavenly blessedness, joy, and peace. Did David spare 

To which my heart is prone. the life of Saul, his greatest enemy ? Let us oamcatly seek after 

2 Help, in prosperity, that I and cultivate a forgiving spirit, which never can be exercised with- 

True gratitude may find ; out communicating the sweetest and most refined enjoyment, while 

Save mo from pride and carnal ease, it is one of the most satisfying evidences that we are forgiven of 

And from an earthly mind. God, through the merits of our Saviour’s righteousness. How 

3 Help, in adversity, to bow wonderfully our Saviour manifested this forgiving spirit when his 

My neck to liar the yoke ; enemies nailed him to the cross ; He prayed, ‘‘ Father forgive them. 

Save me from wratli and discontent, ” 


"Which would my God provoke. Ako». 

1 SAMUEL XXIV. 

David*a ItUei'vicw ivith 

A ND it came to pass, when Saul was returned from follow- 
ing the Philistines, that it was told him, saying, Behold, 
David is in the wilderness of Eii-gedi. 

2 Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all 
Israel, and went to seek David and his men upon the rocks of 
the wild goats. 

8 And he came to the sheep-cotes by the way, where was a 
cave ; and Saul went in to cover his feet : and David and his 
men remained in the sides of the cave. 

4 And the men of David said unto him, Behold the day of 
which the Lord said unto thee, Behold, I will deliver thine 
enemy into thine hand, that thou mayeat do to him as it shall 
seem good unto thee. Then David arose, and cut off the 
skirt of Saules robe privily. 

6 And it came to pass afterward, that David’s heart smote 
him, because he had cut off Saul’s skirt. 

8 David also arose afterward, and went out of the cave, and 
cried after Saul, saying, My lord the king. And when Saul 
looked behind him, David stooped w ith his face to the earth, 
and bowed himself. 

9 And David said to Saul, Wherefore hcarest thou men’s 
words, saying, Behold, David sceketh thy hurt? 

10 Behold, this day thine eyes have seen how that the 
Lord had delivered thee to day into mine hand in the cave : 
and some bade me kill thee : but mine eye spared tlicc ; and 1 
said, I will not put forth mine hand against my lord ; for lie 
is the Lord^s anointed, 

11 Moreover, my father, sec, yea, see the skirt of tliy robe 
in ray hand : for in that I cut off the skirt of thy robe, and 
killed thee not, know thou and see that there is neither evil 
nor transgression in mine hand, and 1 have not sinned against 
thee : yet thou huntest my soul to take it. 

12 The Lord judge between me and thee, and the Lord 
avenge me of thee : but mine hand shall not he upon thee. 

18 As saith the proverb of the ancients, AV i eked ness pro- 
ceedeth from the wicked ; but mine hand shall not he upon 
thee. 

14 After whom is the king of Israel come out ? after whom 
dost thou pursue? after a dead dog, after a flea. 

15 The Lord therefore be judge, and judge between me 
and thee, and see, and plead my cause, and deliver me out of 
thine hand. 

16 And it came to pass, when David had made an end of 
speaking these words unto Saul, that Saul said, Is this thy 
voice, my son David ? And Saul lifted up his voice, and wept. 

17 And he said to David, Thou art more righteous than I : 

for thou hast xrewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded 
thee evil. 

Eulsoxiovs upok 1 Bakujol* xuv. — ^I n Saul wo have an affecting 
Instanoe of the strength of envy, and of the workings of jealousy, 
ths most unreasonable and cruel. A mind xmder tho dominion of 


IMIAYER. 

T^E adore thee, O Lord God, as the helper of thy people. 

Thou art a helper infinitely suffleient, for thou art 
almighty. Thou art a helper near at hand, for thou art 
omnipresent. There is none like unto thee, O thou God of 
Jeshurun, who ridest upon the heavens in thy help, and in 
thine excellency on the sky. 

Suffer us not to he ca.st down when wc think either on the 
number, or strength, or violence of our enemies. Teach us to 
remember that their arm is an arm of flesh, while the Lord 
our God is with us, to lielp us, and to fight our battles. With 
an Apostle, may each one of us boldly say. The Lord is mine 
liclper, I will not fear what man shall do unto me. In every 
danger, and in every affliction, fulfil in our experience that 
animating promise, Fear thou not, for I am udth thee ; be not 
dismayed, for I am thy God : 1 will strengthen thee, yea, I 
will help thee, yea, I will upliold thee, with the right hand of 
my righteousness, Wc thank thee that thou hast said, I, the 
Lord thy God, will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, 
Fear not ; 1 will help thee. Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and 
ye men of Israel ; 1 will lielp thee, saith the Tjord and thy 
Redeemer, the holy one of Israel. Give us faith, O Lord, to 
lay hold of these promises. 

Opeti the eyes of our beloved children, that they may see the 
absolute necessity of Jesus as their helper and their Saviour. 
In the prospect of all the difficulties which are before them in 
the journey of life, may they be enabled to sing, Our help 
cometh from God, who made heaven and earth. 

We present prayers in behalf of our aged friends. While 
their natural faculties arc beginning to fail, may their graces 
prosper and he in health. May tlicy eminently find the God 
of Jacob to h('. their helper. Cause them to ffourish like the 
palm-tree, and to grow like the cedar in Lebanon. 

Give us grace, O Lord, to mourn over the fallen and dc-? 
graded state of the nature of man. Wc would lament that 
those displays of cruelty, envy, and malice wliich were fur- 
nished by Saul against David, were not confined to those ages 
of the world, but continue to the present day, in all their 
violence and force. As a race, we confess that we have 
become altogether filthy ; there is none among us who doeth 
good, no, not one. O Jesus, extend the blessings of thy salva- 
tion over the minds of men. Where sin has so long reigned, 
may grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life. 

Enable all of us, O Lord, to resemble David in a forgiving 
spirit; and may we never he left to dishonour God or injure 
v>iLr own souls, by harbouring in our bosom malice or revenge. 
Let not angry passions betray us into angry and unseemly 
expressions ; but, amid the greatest provocations, may we use 
the soft word, which tumeth away wrath. 

We present our humble tribute of praise for the mercies of 
the nigm, and supplicate God that we may live this day under 
the direction of Divine grace. Bless to us the religious ser- 
vice in which we have now been engaged, and hear our prayers, 
and forgive our sins, for Jesus our Intercessor’s sake. Ameu. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH WEEK.— THUMDAY EVENING. 


QOS^EL VICTORIOUS OVER IDOLATRY. 

Old England, Hatton, AngeW Hymn. 

1 T3EH0LI) witli pleasing ecBtacjr, 

" The gospel standard lifted high, 

That all the nations from afar 
May in tlie great salvation share. 

2 Why then, Almighty Saviour, Ayliv 
Do wretched souls in millions dio r 
Wliile wide the infernal tyrant reigns 
O’er spacious realms in ponderous chains. 

3 Scarce can our glowing hearts endure 
A world where thou ai*t known no more ; 

Transform it, Lord, by eonqin^ring love ; 

Or bear us to tho realms above. DoDDnmoJE. 


ACTS XIX. 

Triumph of the Oospcl. 

T hen certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took: upon 
them to call over them which had evil spirits the name of 
the Lord Jesus, saying, Wc adjure you by Jesus whom Paul 
preachclh. 

14 And there were rcvcii sons of one Sceva a Jew, and 
chief of the priests, which did so. 

15 And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, 
and Paul I know; but who are ye? 

16 And the man in whom llic evil spirit was leaped on 
them, and overcame them, and prevailed against them, so 
that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 

17 And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also 
dwelling at Ephesus; and flmr fell on them all, and the name 
of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 

18 And many that believed came, and confessed, and 
shewed their deeds. 

19 Many of them also which used curious arts brought 
their books together, and burntul them ])efore all men: and 
they counted tlie price of them, and found it fifty thousand 
pieces of silver. 

20 So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed. 

21 After these things were ended, Paul purposed in the 
spirit, when he had passed tlirougli Macedonia and Achaia, 
to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been there, I must 
also see Borne. 

22 So he sent into Macedonia two of them that ministered 
unto him, 'l^imotheus and Erastus ; but he him.self stayed in 
Asia for a season. 

23 And the same time there arose no small stir about tliat 

way. 

24 For a certain man named Demetrin.s, a silversmith, 
which made silver shrines for Diana, brought no small gain 
unto the craftsmen ; 

25 Whom he called togetlier with the workmen of like 
occupation, and said, Sirs, yc know that by this craft we have 
our wealth. 

26 Moreover, yo see and licar, that not alone at Ephesus, 
but almost throughout all Asia, tliis Paul hath persuaded and 
turned away much people, saying that they be no gods which 
are made with hands : 

27 So that not only this our craft is in danger to be set at 
I nought; but also that the temple of the great goddess Diana 
I ahotild be despised, and her magnificence should bo destroyed, 

{ whom all Asia and the world worshippeth. 

! 28 And when they heard these sayings, they were full of 

wrath, and cried out, saying, Great is Diana of the Ephesians. 

29 And the whole city was filled with confusion : and hav- 
ing caught Gains and Aristarchus, men of Macedonia, PauFo 
companions in travel, they rushed with one accord into the 
theatre. 
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BEixEcxioirs TTPOW Acts xxx.— The heart is greatlj depraved in 
those men who employ sacred things as a mean of obtaining nnhal* 
lowed gain. All tho members of Bcova's family were united in 
employing tlie same sacrilegious means, for aocomplishing the same 
sinful end. Over such families Satan pre-eminently reigns. lament- 
able spectacle : ull the members of a family closely leagued together 
in those practices of iniquity which, unrepentod of, must unavoid- 
ably lead to perdition ! How dolightfbl it is to witness the powerful 
and saving effects of tho Gospel upon the hearts of men! Corrupt 
jjrqjudices, habits, and practices, ore immediately laid aside, and 
the service of God is immediately, affectionately, and thankfully 
(‘mbraced. Sin, Satan, and the world, the old tyrants of the soul, 
aro cast off for ever, and allegiance is sworn to King Jesus. 

PBAYEll. 

M ost glorious and gracious Lord God, our appearance 
before thy tlironc of grace is a blessed proof of thy for- 
bearance, compassion, and mercy. Though we are less than 
the least of all thy mercies, yet thou givest us every encou- 
ragement to put our trust under the shadow of thy wings. 
Thou art the bountiful donor of all the blessings which our 
souls need, aud thou dost with great mercy avert from us 
those evils and calamities whieh our sins deserve. All our 
days thou hast been our help, and therefore we are encouraged 
to repose in thee all our hope. Thy goodness to us is great, 
and our uiiworthincss is great. Thy mercies to us are daily 
aud constant; and, alas I our offences are daily and constant. 
Thou hast exercised towards us great patience; but we are 
(diargeable with the sins of trying and abusing thy patience. 
Holy Spirit, give us a humble aud penitential view of our 
sins and our sinfulness ; and give us a believing view of Christ, 
as the propitiation for our sins. With an Apostle, may we be 
enabled to say, in the exercise of a lively faith, Being justified 
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lora Jesus 
Christ. 

We desire, O Lord, to bo gratefully impressed with a loving 
sense of thy kindness to us during the past day. We thank 
God for bodily health, for mental tranquillity, and for the 
means of grace. We thank God for the comforts of domestic 
life; but, above all, for the jdeasing liopcs of being associated 
in heaven with Go^ angels, saints, and all our pious relatives 
aud friends, for ever and ever. 

Wc commend ourselves to thy merciful care this night ; and 
wc would beseech our God to preserve us from all evil. May 
our sleep be sweet, peaceful, and refreshing, that we may be 
inclined and prepared to enter cAi the duties of the approach- 
ing day with increasing diligence and fidelity. 

May the word of God wc have now read be applied to our 
hearts by the power of the Holy Spirit. Thou hast appointed 
it as a mean of grace ; O that each of us may find it an effec- 
tual mean in illuminating our minds and softening our hearts. 
As the Gospel was effectual in the conversion of magicians, 
aud in prevailing upon them to forsake their curious and 
lying arts, may thy Gospel be effectual in persuading us to 
abandon every lust, even though it were as valuable in our 
estimation as a right hand or a right eye. 

May our dear children feel the savinc itfluence of the 
Gospel of Christ, By means of it may mey fear God^ and 
through their conversion may the name of the Lord Jesus be 
magntfed. 

Lord, have mercy on our native land. Here may the word 
of God grow mightily and prevail. Before its glorious light 
may the dork clouds of infidelity, immorality, and vice speedily 
disapj^ar. May the Gospel be instrumental in gaining many 
victories over the hearts and consciences, the prejudices and 
habits, of all ranks of the community. 

Lord, we look up unto thee for the answer of our prayer 
and the pardon of our sins, for Jesus^ soke^ ou^ LateMMor 
and High-priest. Amen. 


TWBNTY-SBVBNTH WEBiC.— PBIDAY WOBNING. 


VICTORY OVER ENEMIES. 

Anmdd. KmdaXt* ArUnffkm. c. m. 

1 T^E love thee, Lord, and we adore ; 

Now is thine arm revealed ; 

Thou art our strength, our heavenly tower, 

Our bulwark, and our i^ield. 

2 We dy to our eternal Bock, 

find a sure defence ; 

His holy name our lips invoke, 
solvation thence. 

p 'Vyiien God, our leader, shines in arms, 

'What mortal heart can hear 
The thunder of his loud alarms ? 

The lightning of his spear ? Watto, jpa. 18, p. /. 

1 SAMUEL XXX. 

TAe AmalekUea apoiled, 

A ND it pome to puss, when Duvid and his men were come 
to Ziklag on the third day, that the Amalckites had 
invaded the south, and Ziklag, and smitten Ziklag, and burned 
it with fire : 

2 And had taken the women captives, that were therein ; 
they slew not any, either great or small, but carried //lem 
away, and went on their way. 

8 So David and his men came to the city, and, behold, 
was burned with fire ; and their wives, and their sons, and 
their daughters, were taken captives. 

4 Then David and the people that were with him lifted up 
their voice and wept, until they had no more power to weep. 

5 And David's two wives Avere taken captives, Ahiiioam the 
Jezreelitess, and Abigail the wife of Nabal tlic Carmelite. 

6 And David Avas greatly distressed ; for the people spake 
of stoning him, because the soul of all the people Avas grieved, 
every man for his sons and for his daughters: but David 
encouraged himself in the Loup his God. 

7 And David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech's son, 
I pray thee, bring me hither the ephod. And Abiathar 
brought thither the ephod to David. 

8 And David enquired at the Loud, saying, Shall I pursue 
after this troop ? shall I overtake them ? And he answered 
him. Pursue : for thou shalt surely overtake //lem, and Avithout 
fail recover all. 

9 So David went, he and tlie six hundred men that were 
with him, and came to the brook Besor, where those that were 
left behind stayed. 

10 But David pursued, he and four hundred men ; for tAvo 
hundred abode behind, Avhieh Avere so faint that they could not 
go over the brook Besor. 

11 And they found an Egyptian in the field, and brought 
him to David, and gave him bread, and he did cat ; and they 
made him drink water; 

12 And they gave him a piece of a cake of figs, and two 
cluatetB of raisins: and Avhen he had eaten, his spirit came 
again to him ; for he had eaten no bread, nor drunk ant/ 
wafer, three days and three nights. 

16 And David said to him, Canat thou bring me dojvn to 
this company ? And he said, Swear unto me by God, that 
thou wUt neither kill me, nor deliver me into the hands of my 
master, and I will bring thee doAvn to this company. 

16 And when he had brought him doAvn, behold, t/iei/ were 
spread abroad upon all the earth, eating and drinking, and 
dancing, because of all the great spoil that they had taken out 
rf the land of the Philistines, and out of the land of Judah. 

17 And DaAdd smote them from the twilight even unto the 
evening of the next day: and there escaped not a man of 
fhenoL save four hundred young men, which rode upon camels, 
and 

18 A^ David recovered all that the Amalekit^ bad carried 
away ; and David rescued his two wives. 


19 And there was nothing lacking to them, neither small 
nor great, neither sons nor daughters, neither spoil, nor any 
thiv^ that they had taken to them : David recovered all. 

REratonoNB yrow I S^uel xxx. — David’s alliance with the 
PhilistinoB was sinful, and soon followed by severe calamities, which 
were evident marks of the Divine displeasure. How important it is 
novor to leavo the path of duty, ■which the experienco of saints in 
all ages proves that it is the Avay of safety. We see in the Amalo- 
kitos that covetousness prompts to tho greatest excesses of iniquity 
and Clime. It has given origin to tho most cruel wars which have 
desolated cities, and overspread states, and provinces, and kingdoms 
Avith the most frightful ravages. God remembered David in his 
afflictions, and mercifully preserved the lives of his family when in 
the hand of bloodthirsty enemies, and exposed to tlio greatest peril. 
In many instances, tho interpositions of j)rovidonco in behalf of his 
I)eople are sudden, unexpected, and marvellous. How important to 
know and believe, tluit great deliverances from great dangers are 
preceded by earnest and believing supplications ! 

PRAYER. 

LORD our God, we bless thee that avc arc encouraged to 
^ approach thee as childnm a]q)roacli an Cfirthly parent, 
and that we arc permitted to address thee as our Father in 
heaA’^en. We rejoice that as our Father thou art better 
acquainted with our Avants and necessities than we are our- 
selves. We thank tlic(j, O Jesus, that tliou hast said, for the 
encouragement of all thy people, Y^our Father know^eth what 
things yc have need of, before ye ask liim. Mercifully grant 
that each one of us may receive the spirit of adoption, whereby 
AVC shall cry, Abba, Father. Give us the pleasing evidence 
that wo are the children of God ; and may the Spirit bear 
witness with our spirits that avc belong to the family of Christ. 
May we know, in deed and in truth, that our Father hath 
loved us, aud may we receive everlasting consolation and good 
hope through grace. 

We thank our God and Father for the mercies of the past 
night, and that avc lu’c graciously preserved to see the return of 
another day. May Ave live this day as if it Avero our last ; and 
may avc Ha^c as we should Avish to do on the last day of our 
residence here below. Constantly may we feel that wc are 
under the eye of an all-Bceiug God. By this salutary im- 
pression may AVC be prev(mtcd from ofreruling God ; and by this 
comforting impression may avc be led to exercise continual 
dependence on God in every difficulty, perplexity, and sorrow. 

May our minds improve by the reading of the Word of 
God. Thereby may we be furnished unto every good work. 

Wc liavc noAv read of the horror and the ravages of war; 
and Ave Avould mourn over the me lancholy depravity and 
cruelty of our ruined and apostate race. O merciful God, we 
not only earnestly pray that thou wouldst restrain the mali- 
cious passions of men, but wc supplicate thee tliat these 
passions may be destroyed, and their depraved nature mollified 
and changea. Teach the children of men by tby Word and 
Spirit to love one another as members of the same family. 
May those who now resemble lions and wolves, resemble lambs 
and doves, and may there be notliing to hurt or destroy in all 
thy holy mountain. O let the knowledge of Christ and salva- 
tion cover the earth as the waters cover the sea; then shall 
love and peace universally prevail. 

Deliver our dear children from angry and malicious passions. 
Teach them by thy Spirit lessons of self-^governmenU May they 
obtain the govei'nment of their temper and the government of 
their tongues, and ever speak and act as become the children 
of the lowly Jesus. 

As David sought and obtained counsel of God, may we be 
encouraged to seek counsel of God in every difficulty. Merci- 
fully hear, answer, and forgive, for Jesus' sake, our Surety and 
Saviour. Amen. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH WEEK. — ^PEIDAY EVENING. 


IDOLATRY REPROVED. 

NmSanm. Mottram, New mh. OtuatmcJe. 2nd h. 

1 TVrOT to our names, thou only just and true, 

Kot to our worililcss names is glory due ; 

Thy power and grueo, thy truth and justice, claim 
Immortal honours to thy sovereign name : 

Shino through the earth from heaven, thy blest abode, 

Nor let the heathen say, And whore your God ? 

2 Heaven is thine higher court; where stands thy throne 
And through the lower worlds thy will is done ; 

Our God framed all this earth, th(*so lieavens he siiread, 

Ihit fools adore the gods tludr hands have made : 

The kneeling crowd, with looks devout, behold 

Their silver saviours, and their saints of gold, 

Watts, Pa, 115. 

ACTS XIX. 

JtluUUrom Uproar. 

A nd they drew Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews 
putting him forward. And Alexander beckoned with the 
hand, and would have made his defence unto the people. 

31 But when they knew that he was a Jew, aU with one 
voice about the space of two hours cried out. Great is Diana 
of tlic Ephesians. 

35 And when tlic townclerk had appeased the people, he 
said, Ye men of Ephesus, wdiat man is there that knoweth 
not how that the city of the Ephesians is a worshipper of the 
great goddess Diana, and of the image which fell down from 
Jupiter ? 

36 Seeing then that these tilings cannot he spoken against, 
yc ought to be quiet, and to do nothing rashly. 

37 For ye have brought hither these men, which are neither 
robbers of churches, nor yet blasphemers of your goddess. 

38 Wherefore, if Demetrius, and the craftsmen which arc 
with him, have a matter against any man, the law is open, and 
there are deputies : let them implead one another. 

39 But if yc enquire any thing concerning other matters, it 
shall be determined in a lawful assembly. 

40 For we are in danger to be called in question for this 
day’s uproar, there being no cause wTiereby wc may give an 
account of this concourse. 

41 And when he had thus spoken, he dismissed the assembly. 
ACTS XX. 

Puiychus raised to Life. 

A ND after the uproar was ceased, Paul called unto him the 
disciples, and embraced thenij and departed for to go into 
Macedonia. 

2 And when he had gone over those parts, and had given 
them much exhortation, he came into Greece, 

3 And there abode three months. And when the Jews laid 
wait for him, as he was about to sail into Syria, he purposed 
to return through ^Macedonia. 

6 And Avc sailed away from Philippi after the days of un- 
leavened bread, and came unto them to Troas in five days; 
where we abode seven days. 

7 And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples 
came together to break bread, Paul preaclicd unto them, ready 
to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until 
midnight. 

8 And there were many lights in the upper chamber, where 
they were gathered together, 

9 And there sat in a window a certain young man named 
Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep : and as Paul was 
long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down from 
the third loft, and was taken up dead. 

10 And Paul went down, and fell on him, and embracing 
him said, Trouble not yourselves ; for his life is in him. 

11 When he therefore was come up again, and had broken 
bread, and eaten, and talked a long while, even till break of 
day, BO he departed. 
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12 And they brought the young man alive, and were not a 
little comforted. 

Befleotions upon Acts xdc., xx.— Alexander signifies literally, 
A helper of men'' If we are earnestly and spiritually desirous to 
bo the helpers of our species, and useful to the Church, we must not 
bo afraid of the enmity and rage of wioked men. The history of our 
world shows with what zeal error is embraced, and with what ardour 
lalso gods are wor8hij)pod. 0 may we surpass them in ow zeal for 
the worship of the only, the living, and the true God ! Christ’s provi- 
dence can carry his servants safe through the wildest uproars, and 
turn mad outrage into calm tranquilli^ and peace. Parting with 
Christian friends, whom wc expect to see no more on earth, ought to 
bo very devout and affectionate. And, U* murderous enemies lie in 
wait for us, wo may cautiously avoid them. How criminal and dan- 
I gcrous it is, oven at midnight, to sleep during the worship of God I 
What if ho whom wo affront as unworthy of our notice — ^he whom 
w^o contemn as unworthy of our embrace, should seize the moment 
—strike us dead, and awaken us in eternal fire ! Surely then every 
sermon should bo heard, every sacrament received, every praise 
jxmrod forth, and farewell of friends taken, as on the brink of the 
otemiil world. 

PllAYER. 

W E adore thee, O Lord, as the only Jehovah; and praise 
thee that thou hast put into our hands thy blessed Word, 
by which wc arc made acquainted with thy being, three-fold 
p(‘rsonality, character, perfections, purposes, and works. Idols 
which the heathen worship are the workmanship of men’s 
hands, but thou art he who made the heavens. Heathen idols 
have eyes, but they see not ; thine eye is omniscient ; they 
have ears, but they hear not ; thine ear listens to the prayers 
of saints, and the hallelujahs of angels : they have hands, but 
they work not ; but thy hand formed the universe ; they have 
mouths, but they speak not ; but thou dost speak to men with 
the voice of tliy ])rovidencc, and makest the nations to trem- 
ble ; and thou dost speak to thy Church with the voice of thy 
Gospel, and fillcst their hearts with joy and gladness. Tliou 
art the Lord our God. As a family we bow before thee, and 
adore thee as tlie only, the living, and the true God. O teach 
every member of our family, and all the families with which 
we arc connected, thus to own and acknowledge thee : Thou 
art my God, and I will praise thee; and my father’s God, and 
I will adore thy name. 

W’^e thank thee that thou hast brought us in safety to the close 
of another day. O may wc be brought safely, honourably, and 
triumphantly to the close of life? May the sins and infirmities 
of this day, and of all our past days, be graciously pardoned. 
Suffer us not to die under the grievous, the overwhelming load 
of unpardoned guilt. Lord, have mercy on ns sinners ! 

Wc have now read of the idolatry of the ancient Ephesians, 
which reminds us of the idolatry of our misi^rable and degraded 
ancestors, who paid their adorations to those who w^ere no gods, 
who were only vanities and lies. We thank the God of pro- 
vidence and of grace that the dark cloud of idolatry is now 
removed from the firmament of our land, and that the glorious 
Gospel of the great God and Saviour Jesus Christ shines like 
the sun in its strength. O blessed Spirit, deliver the nations 
from idolatry. For the honour of the Divine majesty, and for 
the sake of the eternal interests of hundreds of millions of 
Adam’s race, do thou mercifully and speedily deliver the earth 
from this most dreadful abomination, this unparalleled outrage 
upon the attributes and prerogatives of Jehovah. 

Bless to our dear children and domestics the calamity which 
befell the young man under the preaching of Paul, Mdice them 
attentive hearers of a preached Gospel, 

We commend ourselves and all our dear relatives to thy 
care this night;' and would supplicate thy compassion to Ae 
affiicted and the aged. Graciously hear our prayer, for Jesus 
our Redeemer’s sake. Amen. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH WEEK.— SATURDAY MOENING. 


•ANCTIFIAD AFFLICTION. 

ZMhm, Ikmd^a* o. m. 

1 QOYEEEIGN of life I I own thy hand 
^ In every chastening stroke ; 

And, while I smart beneath thy rod, 

Thy presence I invoke. 

2 To thee in my distress 1 cried. 

And thou hast bowed thine car ; 

Thy powerM word my lile prolonged. 

And brought salvation near. 

8 Unfold, ye gates of righteousness, 

That, with the pious throng, 

I may record my solemn vows. 

And tune my grateful song. 

4 Praise to the Lord, whose gentle hand 
Benews our labouring breath : 

Praise to the Lord, who makes his saints 
Triumphant e’en in death. 

Doddhidge. 

1 SAMUEL XXXI. 

J?eatA of Saul and Jonathan. 

N OW the Philistines fought against Israel : and the men of 
Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell down slain 
in Mount Qilboa. 

3 And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul and upon 
his sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, 
j and Melehi-shua, Saul’s sons. 

I 3 And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers 
I hit him ; and he was sore wounded of the archers. 

I 4 Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, Draw thy sword, 

I and thrust me through therewith; lest these uncircumeised 
I come and thrust me through, and abuse me. But his armour- 
I bearer would not ; for he was sore afraid. Therefore Saul took 
a sword, and fell upon it. 

6 And when his armourbearer saw that Saul was dead, he 
fell likewise upon his sword, and died with him. 

6 So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armourbearer, 
and all his men, that same day together. 

7 And when the men of Israel that rvere on the other side 
of the vaUey, and they that were on the other side Jordan, 
saw that the men of Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons 
were dead, they forsook the cities, and fled ; and the Philis- 
tines came and dwelt in them. 

8 And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philistines 
came to strip the slain, that they found Saul and his three 
sous fallen in Mount Gilboa. 

9 And they cut off his head, and stripped off his armour, 
and sent into the land of the Philistines round about, to 
publish it in the house of their idols, and among the jicoplc. 

10 And they put his armour in tlic house of Asktaroth : 
and they fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan. 

11 And when the inhabitants of Jabesli-gilcad neard of 
that which the Philistines had done to Saul ; 

12 All the valiant men arose, and went all night, and took 
the body of Saul, and the bodies of his sons, from the wall of 
Beth-shan, and came to Jabesh, and burnt them there. 

18 And they took their bones, and btiricd them under a 
tree at Jabesh, and fasted seven days. 


BaFLEonoirs upon 1 Samttei zxxi. — ^How dreadful the day of 
God's vengeance when it arrives ! The threatening of his ven- 
geance is nke roaring of the thunder, and the inflicting of his 
vengeance is like the falling of tho thunderbolt. They arc wise, 
they are safe, who enter into covenant with Christ. In this case, 
all the perftetions of Jehovah are on their sido. Whatever befall 


others they are secure : they are hid in tho secret of his pavilion. 
Even their death, like that of Jonathan's, is no calamity: it onlv 
hastens their eternal deliverance from ell oarthly calamities, anil 
accelerates their entrance into thoir Pathor’s celestial abode, where 
they aro exalted to the enjoyment of tho perfection of thoir graces, 
and where they receive fiieir crown of glory and thoir pahn of 
victory. How tragical, how mournful, how instructive, os a most 
solemn warning, the death of Saul ! Truly, in his departing moments, 
he was surrounded by impenetrable gloom ! When wo come to the 
vido of death, may wo find it illuminated by tho bright beams of 
Divine love ! 


PRAYER. 

E desire, gracious and glorious Jehovah, to approach thy 
blessed throne, suitably and gratefully impressed with 
a sense of thy kindness during tho past night, and thankful 
that wc are inclined and permitted to present our morning 
sacrifice in the name of (Christ. We praise thee that wc are 
monuments of tlie patience and the mercy of God. O make 
us monuments of thy saving grace ! 

We adore thee in the aflecting displays of thy justice and 
sovereignty we have now read. Wc adore thee in the afflict- 
ing disappointment which followed the unwarrantable and 
sinfiil wishes of Israel to obtain a king. We adore thy justice ! 
in the distressing circumstances wliicli surrounded Saul, when i 
he fell before his enemies on Mount Gilboa. O Lord, teach j 
U8 to stand in awe of thy judgments ! Wc adore thy right- I 
(H)U8ness in forsaking Saul, who had most grievously forsaken 
thee. May this teach us to stand in awe of thy judgments. 
We adore thee in the display of thy sovercimty, in allowing 
the righteous Jonathan to be slain beside his ungodly and 
infatuated parent. May this teach us to acknowledge thee as 
the righteous disposer of all events. Suffer us not, infinitely 
wise and gracious Jehovah, to stumble at the mysterious events 
of thy sovereign providence in the present calamities which 
befall thy children. Teach us to look onward to that future 
state where the true diflcrcnce between the righteous and the 
wicked shall fully appear. Give us the eye of faith, by which 
wc shall look within the veil, and beyond the present state, 
where the joys, the blessedness, and glory of thy people, will 
infiniielv make up for all thejr have suffered on earth ; and 
where they shall never be afflicted with the painful remem- 
brance of the wormwood and the gall. Wc earnestly and 
affectionately pray for thine afflicted and aged people. Let 
not present sufferings and sorrows overwhelm their hearts. 
May the afflictions of earth remind them of the joys of heaven; 
and may the raging tempests of the wilderness raise their 
thoughts to the delightful contemplation of the peaceful and 
undisturbed rest of the celestial paradise. 

Wc pnuj that our dear children may resemble the amiable 
and the jnous Jonathan. Like him^ may they be loving and 
obedient a7id holy; and, when they die, may their souls 
ascend to that blessed world where Jonathan and David are 
now living in the enjoyment of ete^'nal peace. 

Lord, deliver us from the sin of forsaking God, and from 
the calamity — the most dreadful of all calamities — of being 
forsaken of God. Heavenly Father, we seek thy grace, that 
we may never cast thee off; and we seek an interest in thy 
love, thine eternal and immutable love, that we may never be 
cast off by thee. 

Have mercy on all who are desponding and sorrowful, and 
particularly on those who are tempted c5 Satan to terminate 
their own life. Lord, deliver them from the temptation, and 
dispel their sorrows. 

Assist us in all the duties of the day, and crown this reli- 
gious service with thy blessings, for Jesus’ sake, who loved us, 
and shed his blood for us. Amen, 

8 0 



TWENTY-SEVENTH WEEK. — SATUEHIY EVBNIN&. 


BOFE OF HEAVEN. 

£ro6k*t* Lydia* Newington. WWdna. C. «• 

1 T^HEN 1 can read my title clear 

To mansions in tho skies, 

I bid farewell to every fear, 

And wipe my weeping eyes. 

2 Should earth ajjaiiist my soul engage, 

And hellish darts be hurled. 

Then I can smile at Satan’s rage, 

And face a frowning world. 

3 Let cares like a wild delugo come, 

And storms of sorrow fall, 

May I but sah.'ly reaeh my home, 

My God, my heaven, my all. Watts, t.r>, B. //. 


ACTS XX. 

Paul* 8 Farewell Address to the Church of Epfmut. 

A ND from Miletus he scut to Ephesus, and called the 
elders of the church. 

18 And wlieri they were come to him, he said nuto them. 
Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what 
manner I have been with you at all seasons, 

19 Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with 
many tears, and temptations, wliich befell me by tlie lying in 
wait of the Jews : 

20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unio 
you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and 
from house to house, 

21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, re- 
pentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 

22 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jeru- 
salem, not knowing the things that shall bcTall me there ; 

23 Save that the Holy Gliost witnesseth in every city, say- 
ing that bonds aud afHictions abide me. 

24 But none of ihescj things move me, neither count I my 
life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with 
joy, and the ministry, which 1 have received of the Jjord 
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. 

25 And now, behold, 1 know that yc all, among whom I 
have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see iny face 
no more. 

2G Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am 
pure from the blood of all 7nm. 

27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the 
counsel of God. 

28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, 
over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to 
feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his 
own blood. 

31 Therefore watch, aud remember, that hy th(5 space of 
three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with 
tears. 

32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the 
word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give 
you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. 

33 I have coveted no man^s silver, or gold, or apparel. 

84 Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have minis- 
tered unto my necessities, and to them that were with me. 

35 I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring yc 
ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to 
receive. 

86 And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and 
prayed with them all, 

37 And they all wept sore, aud fell on Paulas neck, and 
kissed him, 

88 Sorrowing most of all for the words which he spake, 
that they should see his face no more. And they accom- 
panied mm unto the ship. 
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Bepuectzoks upojr Acts xx.— How honourable is the^ lifc of 
minister, when his holy example is the liviug illustration of tl 
beauty, truth, and excellence of the Gospel be prodaiinsl^ Then : 
he a workman not needing to be ashamed, for he ris^tly divides fr 
Word of truth. Christ’s ministers must lay thfir account wit 
temptations in their Master’s service. However, it is pleasing th 
temptations, successfully overcome, only render Christ’s faithff’ 
servants more qualified for watching over and feeding the flock 
which they ore the overseers, us ^ire and imitate the ho 
Apostle, in tho earnestness of his affectionate payers for the mei 
bers of the church of Ephesus. Above all tiungs, wo should pr: 
for those in whom we ore interested, ^at they may be made tl 
partakers of grace. It is a present inheritance of incsdoulable value 
and it prepares for tho reception and ciyoyment of an inheritanc 
beyond the sky, of which tho Apostle savs, ‘^Eye hath not seen, nc 
oar heard, neither hath it entered into tho heart of man, what Qc 
hath prepared for them who 1 o»^b him,” 

PRAYIlll. 

0 JESUS, we adore thee as the King of Zion. Thou a. 

infinitely entitled to reign over the universe, for tho 
art the essential Jehovah; and thou art infinitely worthy t 
reign over the Church, for as Mediator thou didst purenas 
it with thy precious blood. Graciously reign over us, the 
mighty Saviour ; and as a family may we indeed form a pa' 
of thy spiritual kingdom. 

We thank a gracious Providence for all the me^pms w 
have received this day, and for all wc have enjoyed during th 
week. Impress our minds with this truth, that not pne c 
these mercies we have merited ; and that our God had cop, 
mitted no act of injustice, if we had been deprived of ther 
all. We supplicate the pardon of this week^s sins. Wber 
can we look, O Lord, for deliverance from our guilty stains 
but to the all-prevailing blood of Jesus? There would w 
look, O our Father. What joy should fill our hearts, that w 
licar a voice sweeter than the singing of birds, addressing i 
from tlie throne of mnvcy : Look unto me, apd be ye saver 
for J am God, and beside me there is none else. 

Wc praise tlico that we are drawing near thy sacred, blesse 
day, the holy Sabbath, the best of all the seven. O enable i 
to say rcspectiiu; it, in the language and with the anjmate 
feelings of an inspired Psalmist, This is the day w^ie!b th 
Loid bath made; we will bo glad and rejoice in it. 

As thy children, wc pray to be enabled to be diligent at 
constant in thy service. Like the Apostle of whom we hav 
now read, may wc serve thee jii all places and all sCMopt. 
We would mourn over our spiritual indolence, over onr sir 
of omission and commission. Would to God we were a 
diligent in the affairs of eternity as in the business of time 
and that we were as concerned about the interest of the i|Oi 
as about the welfare of the body ! Holy Spirit, grant thi 
our earnest prayer. 

Prepare our beloved minister, and all thy servants, for th 
arduous and honourable duties of an approaching day. A 
Paul preaclied, may they preach ; as he prayed, may they pray 
as he worked, may they labour. - O may they serve tie Lor 
with all humility of mind; and with many tears may the 
beseech their beloved people to flee from the wrath to come 
May they not even esteem their life dear to them, if tl|my sha^ 
only finish their course with joy — if they shall only acppmplis. 
the great object of the ministry wliich they have received c 
the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of God. 

IVe now comfnerid our dear child^efi to Ood and the tfford ^ 
his yrace, which is able to build them up, 

Amd wo commend oursclres, and all our beloved friends, t 
the care of our God this night, who is able to give ps 
inheritance among all them who are sanctified* Att m ||| 
is for Jesus’ sake. And may the grace of the Lord JesK 
Christ be with us all. Amen. 


TWENTY-EiGHTH WESk.— SABBATH lAOENING. 


CfiBIST^S OBEDtBNCB ANb DEATH. 

SerenUy, QrwUU, Abridge* o. m. 

1 ‘pATHEB, I fling thy wondrous grace, 

A I bleafl my Saviour's name ; 

He bought salvation for the poor, 

And bore the sinner's shame. 

2 His deep distrefis has raised us high ; 

His duty and his j;od 
Fulfilled the law which mortals broke, 

And finished all thy will. 

3 His dying groans, his living songs, 

Shall bettor please my God, 

Than harp or trumpet’s solemn sound, 

, Than goat’s or bullock’s blood. 

Watts, Ps, 6.0, p. Ill, 

PSALM LXIX. 

ChriaVa Sujjfhinga. 

Q AVE me, O God ; for the waters arc come in unto my 

2 I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing : I am 
come into deep waters, where the floods overflow me. 

3 I am weary of my crying : my throat is dried : mine 
eyes fail while I wait for my God. 

4 They that hate me without a cause arc more than the 
nairs of mine head : they that would destroy me, behy mine 
enemies wrongfully, are mighty : then I restored (hat which I 
took not away. 

6 O God, thou knowest my foolishness ; and my sins are 
not hid from thee. 

6 Let not them that wait on thee, O Lord God of hosts, 
be ashamed for my sake : let not those that seek thee be con- 
founded for my sake, O God of Israel. 

7 Because for thy sake I have borne reproach ; shame hath 
covered my face. 

8 I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien 
unto my mother’s children. 

9 For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up ; and the 
reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me. 

10 When I wept, and chaste^ied my soul with fasting, that 
was to my reproach. 

11 I made sackcloth also my garment; and I became a 
proverb to them. 

12 They that sit in the gate speak against me ; and I %vas 
the song of the drunkards. 

13 But as for me, my prayer is unto thee, O Loud, in an 
acceptable time ; O God, in the multitude of thy mercy hear 
me, in the truth of thy salvation. 

14 Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not sink : let me 
be delivered from them that hate me, and out of the deep 
waters. 

IB Let not the waterflood overflow me, neither let the 
deep swallow me up, and let not the pit shut her mouth 
upon me. 

16 Hear me, O Lord ; for thy lovingkindness is good : turn 
'ubtp me according to the multitude of thy tender mercies. 

17 Abd hide not thy face from thy servant ; for I am in 
trouble : hear me speedily. 

18 Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem it : deliver me 
becaufte of xbine enemies. 

1& Thou hast known my reproach, and my shame and my 
dishonour : mine adversaries are all before thee. 

20 Beproach hath broken my heart; and I am full of 
heaviness: and 1 looked ybr some to take pity, but there was 
ihpne, and for comforters, but I found none. 

21 They gave me also gi^ for my meat ; and in my thirst 
they gave me vinegar to mink. 


Beflbctioes urojT Psalh ixix.— A s the breezes of the sky waft 
flhips onward to their doaired haven, bo under tho influence of wmeti- 
fied afflictions believers are carried onwai’d to tlio bosom of God’s 
mercy, where they find consolation and peace in the lime of triol and 
suffering. David, as an afflicted man, was on eminent typo of Christ, 
whose ufiiictions, in an awful degree, entered into his very soul and 
drunk up his spirits. Tho sufferings of his soul were tho very 
essence of his suflerings. May tho words of our Lord excite the 
love and wonder of our hearts: ‘*My soul is exceeding sorrowful 
even unto death! ” May each one of us bo enabled to say, in the 
language of appropriating faith, ** Jesus sufiered for me, ho was 
wounded for my transgressions, and by his stripes I am healed ! ” 


PRAYER. 

/^OD of our salvation, we desire to begin another week and 
another Sabbath-day in fellowship with thee ; and in the 
name of Jesus we would assemble around our doniestic altar, 
and present our morning sacrifice. May our acknowledgments, 
our adorations, and our prayers come up unto thee in an 
acceptable time. O God, in the multitude of thy mercy hear 
us, and in the truth of thy salvation. Wc thank our God and 
Father that wc have been pre^served through another night ; 
and that we are permitted, notwithstanding our unworthiness 
and guilt, to open our eyes on another day of the Son of 
man. In the prospect of entering thy public courts and 
mingling with the assemblies of those tliat love thee, wc would 
])ray that among tho assembliep of thy saints we may ever raise 
our voice of thanksgiving ; that in tliy courts we may pour 
our complaints into thy bosom, and there proclaim thy praise. 

Wc would partieidurly plead with God in behalf of all thy 
ministering servauts. Deliver them from the fear of man, 
and fill them with a filial fear of God. In addressing the 
congregations who shall assemble in thy courts, may they 
speak as they are iiiovcmI ))y tho Holy Ghost. May they lift 
up Christ in a preached Gospel. May they lift him up in his 
person as God and man; may they lift him up in his righteous- 
ness ; may they lift him up in his sufferings, his death, and 
his triumphs. In all their discourses may the sufferings of 
Christ, of which w^e have now read a projdictic description, 
form a principal part; and in all thy churches may that 
blessed promise be fully accomplished, And I, if I be lifted up, 
will draw all men unto me. 

hot showers of spiritual blessings descend upon our beloved 
land, and may the hearts of all the inhabitants be turned unto 
the Lord our God, against whom the great mass of the com- 
munity have so grievously revolted. Give to our rulers aud 
magistrates wisdom and grace to rule, as in the name and fear 
of God. 

May those institutions of our country prosper exceedingly 
which arc formed for presenting the Bible to every nation in 
their own language, and for sending them living teachers to 
unfurl the banners of salvation, and proclaim the riches of 
redeeming grace. 

Show great kindness to all thy people, whether they shall be 
assembled in tliy sacred courts, or confined to the chambers 
of suffering. Hide not thy face from thy people who are in 
trouble ; hear them speedily. 

Smile upon our offspring, and may they taste, under a 
preached Gospel, the sweets of godliness, and find there is no 
pleasure to be compared with the joys of religion* 0 teach our 
servants to seek after the unfading joys of religion, and to flee 
from the destroying pleasures of sin. 

May this he a distinguished day among thy Sabbaths, and 
mhj multitudes bow before Immanuel's sceptre. 

Hear our prayer, O Lord, for thy loving-kindness is good ; 
turn unto us, according unto the multitude of thy tendet 
mercies. Hear us, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 

8 c a 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


CHRXST^S PASSION. 

JSxjiectcUion, St. Maty's. Mlenborough. c. M. 

1 O AYE mo, 0 God ! tho swelling floods 
^ Break in upon my soul ; 

I sink, and sorrows o*er my head 
Like mighty waters roll. 

2 I cry till all my voice be gone, 

In tears I wjiste tho day : 

My God, behold my longing eyes, 

And shorten thy delay. 

3 They hate my soul without a cause, 

And still their number grows 
More than the liairs around my head. 

And mighty are my foes. 

4 Thus in the great Messiah’s name 

The royal prophet mourns ; 

Thus he awakes our hearts to grief, 

And gives us joy by turns. 

Watts, 09, p. /. 

rSALM LXIX. 

Muery of Chrut's ETWitiies. 

L et their tabic become a snare before them: and that 
• which should have been for their welfare, let it become a 

trap. 

23 Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not ; and make 
their loins continually to shake. 

24 Pour out tliine indignation upon them, and let thy 
i wrathful anger take hold of them. 

I 25 Let their habitation be desolate; and let none dwell in 
j their tents. 

' 26 For they persecute him whom thou hast smitten ; and 

they talk to the grief of those whom thou hast wounded. 

27 Add iniquity unto their iniquity : and let them not come 
into thy righteousness. 

28 Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and 
not be written with the righteous. 

29 But I am poor and sorrowful : let thy salvation, 0 God, 
set me up on high. 

30 I will praise the name of God with a song, and will 
I magnify him with tlianksgiving. 

I 31 This also shall please; the Lord better than an ox, or 
I bullock that hath horns and hoofs. 

32 The humble shall see this^ and bo glad : and your heart 
shall live that seek God. 

33 For the Lord hcareth the poor, and despiseth not his 
prisoners. 

34 Let the heaven and earth praise him, the seas, and every 
thing that moveth therein. 

35 For God will save Zion, and will build the cities of 
Judah : that they may dwell there, and have it in possession. 

36 The seed also of his servants shall inherit it : and they 
that love his name shall dwell therein. 

PSALM LXX. 

Eamut Prayers. 

J^AKE haste, O God, to deliver me ; make haste to help me, 
0 Lord. 

2 Let them be ashamed and confounded that seek after my 
soul : let them be turned backward, and put to confusion, that 

i desire my hurt. 

3 Let them be turned back for a reward of their shame 
that say. Aha, aha. 

4 Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee : 
and let such as love thy salvation say continually, Let God be 
magnifled. 

6 But I am poor and needy: make haste unto me, O 
God : thou art my help and my deliverer ; O Lord, make no 
i tarrying. 

880 


Rbfusotions upon Psalm lxix., l». — ^There is no real blessing in 
the posBesBionB and enjoyments, and there is no real sweetness in 
the luxurious delights and pleasures of those who are living in a 
state of enmity against God, who are habitually trampling upon his 
authority, breaking his laws, despising his onunanoes, and refhsing 
the offers of his mercy and grace. Above all others, the persecutors 
of God^s people live under tho Divine displeasure, and are every 
moment in ^gor of being sent to Tophet, that gloomy prison of 
despair, from which there is no escape ! "Wherever there is the gift 
and spirit of prayer, it is distinguished by holy sincerity and believ- 
ing importunity. Persecutors pour out obloquy and sname on the 
saints of God: if they die impenitent, they shall be covered with 
eternal shame and confusion. The measure they meted out for 
tho children of God, he will moto out for them in his righteous 
judgment. 

PRAYER. 

LORY to our God, that we are permitted, after our public 
assembling iu the gates of Zion, to meet together as a 
family in tho private dwellings of Jacob, to prostrate ourselves 
before thee as our God and Father in Christ. Like David thy 
servant, may wc rejoice to praise thy name with a song ; and 
in our domestic worship may we never separate praise from 
prayer. Ever may we approach the Divine presence with 
grateful hearts, and magnify our God with thanksgiving. 0 
let the number increase of those who praise thee. By means 
of the Gospel this day proclaimed, may the ears of many 
hitherto deaf to the voice of God be unstopped, and tho 
tongues of many heretofore dumb be made to sing the praises 
of the God of our salvation. 

May thy people be greatly comforted who listened this day 
to the joyful sound. Let those who have this day sought 
thee rejoice and be glad in thee ; and let such as love thy 
salvation say continually, Let God be magnified ! 

We thank thee as a family for the comfort and benefit we 
have enjoyed in thy courts. We trust some of us can say — O 
that all pf us coula say, in accents of unfeigned sincerity and 
joy, A day in thy courts is better than a thousand. We thank 
thee for assisting thy ministering servant, our pastor ; and for 
the gracious aid imparted to all thy faithful ambassadors this 
day. Wc praise thee for the saving good accomplished through 
their instrumentality. Glory to thy name for all the instances 
in which thy Word has been made the power of God unto 
salvation. If any of this family have been benefited, if our 
dear children have been impressed, if their hearts have been 
tenderly touched, like the heart 'of Lydia, we would ascribe to 
God the Spirit hallelujahs of praise. May Divine grace touch 
the hearts of our servants, as it touched the heart of Lydia, 

Seal deeply on the minds of the rising race the instructions 
and warnings which have been addressed to them by teachers, 
parents, and ministers. O take the children instead of the 
parents, and make them princes in all the earth. Perfect 
praise out of the mouths of babes and sucklings. Let there 
be many instances of early conversion ; and in our day may 
multitudes of children resemble the beloved children who 
accompanied Jesus in his triumpHant entrance into Jerusalem ; 
and may they sing, Hosannah to the Son of David in the 
highest, who cometh in the name of the Lord to save us ! 

Lord, have mercy on unconverted, hardened sinners. O 
affect them with a aeep sense of the awful consequences of a 
life of impenitence and unpardoned guilt. Convince them that, 
if they die as they live, thine indignation shall be poured out 
upon them, and thy wrathful anger shall take bold upon 
them. Now may they escape to Jesus Christ, through whom 
alone they can be preserved from the wrath to come. 

Graciously watch over us this night, and hear our prayeiv 
for Jesus^ sake. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &o. 




TWBNTY.E1GHTH WBBK.~MONDAY MOBNING. 


DSATH OF FUI1&ND8. 

Clrii^ OftiirdL Fufuavl Thought* Caitolina* c. m. 

1 I^UST Mends and kindred drop and die, 

And helpers bo withdrawn ? 

While sorrow with a weeping eye 
Counts up our comforts gone r 

2 Be thou our comfort, mighty God ! 

Our helper and our Mend : 

Kor leave us in this dangerous road, 

Till all our trials end. 

8 0 may our feet pursue the way 
Our pious fathers led ! 

With love and holy zeal obey 
The counsels of the dead ! Watto, 47, B. /. 

2 SAMUEL I. 

Bavid^t lAmentcUion ovet* Saul aud Jmalkan. 

lyr OW it came to pass after the death of Saul, when David 
was returned from the slaughter of the Amalckitcs, and 
David had abode two days in Ziklag ; 

2 It came even to pass on the third day, that, behold, a 
man came out of the camp from Saul with liis clothes rent, 
and earth upon his head: and so it was, when he came to 
David, that he fell to the earth, and did obeisance. 

3 And David said unto him, From whence comest thou? 
and he said unto him. Out of the camp of Israel am I escaped. 

4 And David said unto him. How went the matter ? I pray 
thee, tell me» And he answered. That the people are fled from 
tbs battle, and many of the people also arc fallen and dead; 
and Saul and Jonathan his son arc dead also. 

5 And David said unto the young man that told him. How 
knowest thou that Saul and Jonathan his son be dead? 

6 And the young man that told him said. As I happened 
by chance upon mount Gilboa, behold, Saul leaned upon his 
spear ; and, lo, the chariots and horsemen followed hard after 
him. 

7 And when he looked behind him, he saw me, and called 
unto me. And 1 answered. Here am I. 

8 And he said unto me. Who art thou ? And I answered 
him, I am an Amalekite. 

9 He said unto me again, Stand, I pray thee, upon me, 
and slay me : for anguish is come upon me, because my life is 
yet whole in me. 

10 So I stood upon him, and slew him, because I was sure 
that he could not live after that he was fallen : and I took the 
crown that was upon his head, and the bracelet that was on 
his arm, and have brought them liither unto my lord. 

17 And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul 
and over Jonathan his son : 

19 The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places : how 
are the mighty fallen 1 

20 Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of 
Aflkolon; lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, lest 
the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph. 

21 Ye mountains of Gilboa, kt there be no dew, neither let 
there be rain upon you, nor fields of offerings : for there the 
shield of the mighty is vilely cast away, the shield of Saul, as 
though he had not been anointed with oil. 

22 Prom the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, 
the bow of Jonathan turned not back, and the sword of Saul 
returned not empty. 

28 Saul and Jonathan were lovely aiid pleasant in their 
lives, and in their death they were not divided : they were 
iwifi^ than eagles, they were stronger than lions. 

24 Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you 
in scarlet, witn other delights, who put on ornaments of gold 
{ upon your apparel. 

1 25 How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle ! 

O Jonathan, thou wast sl^ in thine high places. 


26 I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan : very 
pleasant hast thou been unto me : thy love to me was won- 
derfiil, passing the love of women. 

27 How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war 

perished I . ■ 

Reflections upon 2 Sahuel i. — David's military life, of almost 
incessant warfare, may bo considered figurative of the bchever’s hfe 
in this wilderness state, during which he must continue tho contest 
with his spiritual enemies, and not desist until ho bo able with tho 
Apostle to say and sing, have fought the good fight; I have 
finished my course; I have kept tho faith." In the man who 
attempted, for tho purposes of gain, to deceive David respecting tho 
death of Saul we see tho folly of falsehood, and tlic fatal conse- 
quences with which it may bo followed. Important prayer — ‘‘Let 
integrity and truth preserve me !" Very tender and Meeting is tho 
lamentation of David over Saul and Jonathan. Wo cannot conceive 
the miseries of war, the rivers of tears which it has caused to roll 
down tho cheeks of bereaved widows and parents ! May the time 
soon arrive when wars shall cease to the end of tho world ! 

PRAYER. 

T^ITH solemnity and reverence we desire to approach the 
throne of grace. We have now read of thy justice, O 
Lord, in the awful death which befell Saul ; and we pray that 
we may stand in awe of thy judgments. Thou triest the 
righteous : but the wicked, and him that loveth violence, thy 
soul hateth. Upon the wicked thou shalt rain snares, fire 
and brimstone, and a horrible tempest : this shall be tho por- 
tion of their cup. As for the wicked, thou wilt destroy with 
death all their children who walk in their steps ; and all the 
churches shall know that thou art he who searchest the reins 
and hearts ; and that thou wilt give unto every one according 
to his works. 

We confess, O Lord, that we have not been suitably im- 
pressed under a sense of thy holiness and justice. Wo have 
acted and felt as if sin had not been infinitely loathsome in 
thy sight, and as if thou wert not strict to mark, and just to 
punish, impenitent transgressors. In many instances we have 
hardened ourselves against God; deliver us, we earnestly pray, 
from hardness of heart, and from searedness of conscience. 

Preserve our children from this mortal calamity^ which is 
so much to be dreaded. May we never see our offspring bound 
by the infatuating chains of sin, or rushing into the commission 
of iniquity, as the horse rushes into the battle. 

Have mercy on our unconverted relatives, who have never 
had a sense of sin or danger. Mercifully open their eyes to 
see their danger, while living at a distance from thee, and in 
a course of disobedience to tliy holy and righteous laws. Holy 
Spirit, awaken them out of their moral sleep, lest it should 
issue in eternal death beyond the grave. Let them remain 
asleep no longer upon the brink of endless woe. Soon may 
we sec in them the symptoms of the beginning of that spiri- 
tual life of grace which will issue in all the blessedness of a 
life of glory before the throne of God. 

May we be instructed by what we have now read, that it is 
proper to mourn over the death of departed friends. Teach 
us often to remember the departure of our beloved relatives 
who have gone before us to the world of spirits. Though 
they have gone to the land of forgetfulness, may they not be 
forgotten by us. May the remembrance of the pious excel- 
lence and active graces of friends who have fallen asleep in 
Jesus animate us to imitate their example, and to follow their 
steps. Thus may we live in the pleasing and well-grounded 
hope that we shall meet them in another and better world. 

We thank thee for the mercies of the past night and tho 
past Sabbath ; and we seek thy blessing and smiles this day, 
and throughout this week. Hear us graciously, for the sake 
of Jesus, our Prophet, Priest, and King. Amen, 
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A LOVELY CAUIUAGE. 

iliiilirM. JHtty, Weston Favd. ffephsihah, c. u. 

^ 'TI8 a lovely thing to sco 
^ A man of prudent heart, 

Whose thoiiglits, and lips, and life agree 
To act a useful part. 

2 Wlicn envy, strife, and wars begin 

In little angry souls, 

Mark how the sons of peace come in. 

And quench tho kindling cools. 

3 Their minds are humble, mild, and meek, 

Nor let their fury rise ; 

Kor passion moves their lips to spi^ak, 

Nor pride exalts their eyes. Watts, 30, B, A 

ACTS XXI. 

PauVs Visit to Tyre^ Caesarea^ and Jermaldn. 

A ND it came to ])ass, that after we were gotten from them, 
and had launched, we came witli a straight coui’sc unto 
Coos, and the day following unto llhodcs, and from thence 
unto Patara ; 

8 Now when we had discovered Cyprus, we left it on the 
left hand, and sailed into Syria, and landed at Tyre : for there 
the sliip was to unlade her burden. 

4 And finding disciples, wo tarried there seven days : who 
said to Paul through the Spirit, that he should not go up to 
Jerusalem. 

5 And when we had accomplished tliosc days, wo departed 
and went our way ; and they all brought us on our way, with 
wives and children, till we were out of tlie city: and we kneeled 
down on the shore, and prayed. 

6 And when we Jiad taken our leave one of another, we took 
ship ; and tliey returned home again. 

7 And when wc liad finished onr course from Tyre, w'C came 
to Ptolemais, and saluted the brethren, tind abode with them 
one day. 

8 And the next day wc that were of Paurs company de- 
parted, and came nnto Ciesarca: and wc entered into the 
house of Philip tlie evangelist, which was oTte of the seven; 
and abode with him. 

9 And the some man had four daughters, virgins, which 
did prophesy. 

10 And ns we tarried there many days, there came down 
fiom Judsca a certain proplict, named Aguhns, 

11 And when lie was come unto us, lie took Paul’s girdle, 
and bound his own hands and feet, and said, Thu.s saith tlie 
Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man 
that owncth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands 
of the Gentiles, 

12 And wdien we heard these things, both wc, and they of 
that place, besought liim not to go up to Jerusalem. 

13 Tlien Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to 
break mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but 
also to die at Jerusalem for tlie name of the Lord Jesus. 

^ 14 And when he would not be persuaded, wc ceased, sav- 
ing, The will of the Lord be done. 

16 And after those days wc took up our carriages, and went 
up to Jerusalem. 

17 And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren 
received us gladly. 

18 And the day following, Paul went in with us unto 
James ; and all the elders were present. 

19 And when he had saluted them, ho declared particularly 
what things God had wrought among the Gentiles by his 
ministiy. 

And when they heard «, they glorified the Lord, and 
unto jam^ Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of 
Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the 
law; 


21 And they are informed of thee, that thou teabheat dl 
the Jews which are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, 
saying that they ought not to circumcise their children/ 
neither to walk dter the customs. 


l^PLECTioKs UPON AcTs xiT. — ^What on honour it is to journey in 
Clmst’s service, and for tho advancement of the intere^ of his 
kingdom! Such enjoy tho privilege of bis fellowship, protection, 
and care; ^^the Lord God is their sun and shield.” Ine islands 
of the Mediterranean ore numerous, lovely, and IVuitM, Let us 
rejoice that there are numerous promises which respect tho evon*^ 
golizing of those islands, and all islands which adorn the ocean. 
When these promises are fulfilled tho little isles shall bo gems of 
spiritual loveliness, sparkling and shining in all the beauties of 
holiness. The success of the Gospel filled the mind of the Apostle 
of the Gentiles with unspeakable joy. May wo resemble him in 
compassion for souls, and with holy zeal for the enlargement and 
prosperity of Christ’s kingdom. 


PRAYER. 

“jl/TOST mercifiil Lord God, though in ourselves we arfe poL 
luted, guilty, and unworthy, yet wc venture to approach 
thy throne of grace, relying on the atonement and intercession 
of Jesns for the acceptance of onr persons and the answer of 
our prayers. Holy Spirit, wc lift up our eyes to thee for a 
spirit of grace and sup})lication. Divine Father, accomplish 
in op experience that blessed promise, I will put ray Spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and judg- 
ments. 

We adore thee, 0 Lord, in all the inconceivable mjyesty, 
greatness, and glory, M'liich Ijclong to thy nature and cha- 
racter. Thou art almighty, and hast given, not only glorious 
manifestations of thy power in the creation of all tuings, but 
«also in the new creation accomplished in the hearts of men, 
in the day of regenerating grace. Wc thank God for the 
numerous instances of thy converting power which are pre- 
sented to us by the records of eternal truth. May we know 
experimentally, each one of us, that the day of conversion is 
the day of God’s power. 

We present onr humble thanksgivings for the contiiiued 
instances of our heavenly Fatberis goodness which WD h|ive 
this day enjoyed. May thy goodness lead us to repentance. 
O sufler US not to live and die insensible of thy goodness, 
that we may be prevented from learaing repentance by the 
vials of thy wrath in the worhh of spirits. We commit our- 
selves, our relatives, and all in whom wc arc interested, to thy 
paternal protection. Ever may the eternal God be our refuge; 
and, when our days and nights arc brought to a close, may all 
of us, througli the blood of the Lamb, enter upon an eternal 
day of glory, when God himself shall be our everlasting light, 
and our God our glory. 

Bless to ns, O Lord, the appointed ordinance of reading 
the Scriptures of Divine veracity. We thank thee for the 
account wc have now read of Christian affection. O may all 
of us po^ess the mark of eternal life, even love to the brethi*en. 
Let Christian love grow and prevail among all the churches. 
Increase the love of Christians to each other. Increase the 
love of people to their ministers, and of ministers to their 
people. 

Let Christian love be enkindled in the bosom of our chiMreh. 
May the associates and friends of their early days be selected 
from among those tsho love and serve the Lord. 

When wo arc called to separate from pious friends, whether 
by death or other causes, may we rejoice in the prospect o£ 
meeting them in our Father’s house, where we shaU etlcr 
with the Lord. 

tmr 


witn tne jjom. 

^ Graciously hear these our imperfect prayers, and foi^ve i 
sins, for Jesus’ sake, our great atoning High-prieat. AnfifB 
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RBDUMFTIpN RY CHRIST. 
WarwUik. I^ew Oxmdm* Hudder^tld. 

1 tho first parents of our race 
Eebelled and lost their God, 

And the infection of their sin 
Had tainted all our blood ; 

2 Infinite pity touched the heart 

Of the eternal Son, 

Dosconding from the heavenly court, 
He left his Father’s throne. 

3 His living power and dying love 

Bedeomed unhappy men, 

An4 raised the ruins of our race, 

To life and God again. 


Watts, 78, /?. //, 


2 SAMUEL Y. 

David made Kivtj. 


rpHEN cttfjae all the tribes of Israel to David imto Hebron, 
^ and spake, saying, Bediold, wc are tliy bone and thy flesh. 

2 Also in time past, when Saul was king over us, thou wast 
he that leddest out and broughtest in Isi acl : and the Loan 
said to thee, Thou shalt feed rny people Israel, and thou shalt 
be a captain over Israel. 

8 So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron ; 
and king David made a l(;ague with them in Hclu-on before 
the Lord : and they anointed David king over Isracd. 

6 And the king and his men went to Jiu’usalcin unto the 
Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land : A\hicli spake unto 
David, saying, Except thou take away the blind and the lame, 
thou shalt not come in hither : thinking, David cannot come 
in hither. 

7 Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion : the 
same is the city of David. 

8 And David said on that day, Whosoever getteth up to the 
gutter, and smiteth the Jebusites, and tlui lame and the blind, 
that are hated of David’s soul, he shall be chiej and captain. 
Wherefore they said. The blind and the lame shall not come 
into the house. 

9 So David dwelt in the fort, and called it the city of David. 
And David built round about from Millo and inward. 

10 And David went on, and grew great, and the Lord God 
of hosts was with him. 

11 And Hiram king of Tyro sent messengers to David, and 
cedar trees, and carpenters, and masons ; and they built David 
an house. 

12 And David perceived that the Lord had established him 
king over Israel, and that he had exalted his kingdom for his 
people Israel’s sake. 

17 But when the Philistines heard that they had anointed 
David kinff over Israel, all the Philistines came up to seek 
David ; and David heard of it, and went down to tho hold. 

18 The Philistines also came and spread themselves in tho 
valley of Bephaitn. 

19 And David enquired of tlie Lord, saying, Shall I go up 
to the Philistines ? wilt thou doliver them into mine hand? 
And the. Lord said unto David, Go up: for I will doubtless 
deliver the Philistines into thine hand. 

20 An4 David came to Baal-pcrazim, and David smote 
them there, and said, The Lord hath broken forth upon mine 
enemies before me, as the breach of waters. Therefore he 
called the name of that place Baal-pcrazim. 

21 A|id there they loft their images, and David and his men 
burned them. 

22 And the Philistines came up yet again, and spread 
themselves in the yalley of Bephaim. 

28 And when Davia enquired of the Loan, he said, Thou 
shalt not go up ; hut fetch a compass behind them, and come 
upon tiiem ovmr against the mulbenT trees. 


24 And let it be, when thou hearest tho sound of a going 
in the tops of the mulberry trees, that then thou shalt bestir 
thyself : for then shall the Lord go out before thee, to smite 
the host of the Philistines. 

Ebflbotions upon 2 Samukl v. — The tiibes of Israel wore gathered 
; to David ; and all tribes shall be gathered unto Clirist. Tho tribes 
I were gathered unto David willingly ; and all who arc gathered unto 
I Christ come willingly. They ore made willing in tho day of his 
I power. David was raised to feed God’s Israel. Jesus feeds the 
spiritual Israel of God like a flock ; he is their Sheplicrd, and leads 
them in tho griKjn pastures of Oosped ordinances, beside the still 
I waters of Divine consolation. David was Israel’s captain. Jesus is 
the Captain of our salvation ; he teaches us to light with our Bpirituol 
enemies ; ho is present with us in the holy contest, and he will make 
us more than conquerors. 

PRAYER. 

T)|^E desire, O Lord, to adore thee as the strength of our 
^ ^ licart and our portion for ever. With David we would 
say. Blessed be the Lord, our strength, our goodness, and our 
fortress, our high tower and our deliverer, and our shield in 
whom wc trust. We acknowledge before thee our sinfulness, 
uu worthiness, and helplessness. Thou art infinite, we are 
insignificant ; thou art eternal, while in a few montlis or days 
we may be numbered with the dead. Lord, what is man, that 
thou takest knowledge of Jiim ? or the son of man, that thou 
niakcst account of Inm ? Man is like to vanity : his days are 
as a shadow that passctli away. Holy Spirit, mercifully grant, 
by thy gracious influence, that these acknowledgments may be 
more than tlui expressions of the mouth ; may they be the 
scntiuicnts and fecliiigs of the heart. 

Wc thank our God for the opportunity wc have now enjoyed 
of consulting the sacred oracles. Teach ns to see in the his- 
tory of David a remarkable type of our blessed Saviour, who 
is botli the root and the ofispring of David. Divine Redeemer, 
ns Israel addressed David, wc would address thee : Thou art 
our bone and our flesh. Glory to thy name, that thou didst 
take upon tliee our human nature, that wc might be partakers 
of thy Divine nature. With feelings of adoring wonder wc 
would cxpniss our astonishment at thy gracious sovereignty, in 
p.assing by the angels who sinned, and in taking into union 
I with thy Divine person the nature of man. Even so, Father, 

' for so it seemed good in tby sight. Thou, O Jesus, art the 
Shepherd of Israel, and thou dost feed thy people with the 
manna of the Gospel, even with food convenient for them. O 
be to us as a family a Divine Sbeplierd, and may we be led in 
the green pastures beside the still Maters. 

I We earncslhj pray that thou wouldst be to our dear 
I children a gracions shepherd, Soon we may he scimrated 
from them by the hand of death, O take them up into thine 
1 ar7tis, and bless them, 

' We adore thee, O Jesus, as the captain of thy Church. 

; Tlioii dost teach the hands of thy people to M^ar, and their 
fingers to fight. Be to us the captain of our salvation. Under 
thy banners may m'C fight; and under thy direction may we 
obtain victories over all our spiritual adversaries, and may we 
be more than conquerors through (flirist that loved us. Let 
not o\jr ppiritual enemies have the dominion over us. Though 
we are only worm Jacob, may m o thresh the mountains, and 
beat them small. As David smote and auL'd'j^'d the Philis- 
tines, and the enemies of the Church, may we smite and 
Bubilue our lusts and corruptions, the determined enemies of 
our souls. May we tread on the lion and the adder; the 
young lion and the dragon may we trample under foot. 

Af^pt cf thanks for the mercies of the past night, and 
give UB thy gradous help in tho duties of the day. Hear our 

S yers, and forgive our sinsi fbr onr dear Redeemer 0 sake. 

»B3 


TWENTT-BIGHTH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


rOLLT Of fKRSBCOTORS. 

Neu> Winchor, Am*i* C* 

1 A BJE sinners now so senseless growDj 

That they the saints devour ? 

And never worship at thy throne, 

Nor fear thine awful power ? 

2 Great God, appear to their surprise, 

Reveal thy dreadful name ; 

Let them no more thy wrath despise. 

Nor turn our hope to shame. 

Watts, Ps. 14, p. //. 

ACTS XXI. 

Paul apprehended. 

TTtTHAT is it therefore? the multitude must needs come 
together : for they will licar that thou art come. 

28 Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have four 
men which have a vow on them ; 

24 Them take, and purify tliyself with them, and be at 
charges with them, that they may shave their heads : and all 
may know that those things, whereof they were informed con- 
cerning thee, arc nothing ; but that thou thyself also walkest 
orderly and keepest the law. 

25 As touching the Gentiles which believe we have written 
and concluded that they observe no such thing, save only that 
they keep themselves from things offered to idols, and from 
blood, and from strangled, and from fornication. 

26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day purifying 
himself with them, entered into the temple, to signify the 
accomplishment of the days of purification, until that an 
offering should be offered for every one of them. 

27 And when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews 
which were of Asia, when they saw him in the temple, stirred 
up all the people, and laid hands on him. 

28 Crying out, Men of Israel, help : This is the man that 
teacheth all men every where against the people, and the law, 
and this place : and, further, brought Greeks also into the 
temple, and hath polluted this holy place. 

29 (For they had seen before with him in the city Trophi- 
mus an Ephesian, whom they supposed that Paul had brought 
into the temple.) 

80 And all the city was moved, and the people ran together : 
and they took Paul, and drew him out of the temple ; and 
forthwith the doors were shut. 

81 And as they went about to kill him, tidings came unto 
the chief captain of the baud that all Jerusalem was in an 
uproar. 

82 Who immediately took soldiers and centurions, and ran 
down unto them : and when they saw the chief captain and 
the soldiers, they left beating of Paul. 

83 Then the chief captain came near, and took him, and 
commanded him to bo bound with two chains ; and demanded 
who he was, and what he had done. 

84 And some cried one thing, some another, among the 
multitude : and when he could not know the certainty for the 
tumult, he commanded him to be carried into the castle. 

85 And when he came upon the stairs, so it was, that he 
was borne of the soldiers for the violence of the people. 

86 For the multitude of the people followed after, crying. 
Away with him. 

87 And as Paul was to be led into the castle, he said unto 
the chief captain, May I speak unto thee? who said, Canst 
thou speak Greek? 

88 Art not thou that Egyptian, which before these days 
madest an uproar, and leddest out into the wilderness four 
thousand men that were murderers? 

89 But Paul said, 1 am a man tohich am a Jew of Tarsus, 
a (My m Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city ; and, I beseech 
thee, suffer me to speak unto the people. 

JI84 


40 And when he had given him liomoe, Paid stood on the 
stairs, and beckoned witii the hand unto the people. And 
when there was made a great silence, he spake unto then in 
the Hebrew tongue. 

RjEFUBCnoirs uroir Acts xxi. — ^We find that the Jewish converts 
to the Christian faith in the days of the Aj^tles were under the 
influence of strong prejudices, and dung great eagerness to 
Levitical rites and ceremonies. Those prejudices even excited the 
fear of the great Apostle of the Gentiles, and presented a perplexina 
snare into which he fell, which involved him in much trouble, and 
actually exposed his life to peril. Great was the barbarity, and 
outrageous the cruelty which the unbelieving Jews ehowed to Paul, 
who came to them with the tidings of salvation, and who was one 
of the greatest benefactors of the human race that ever appeared 
on the face of the earth. 

PRAYEK 

O LORD our God, though we are unworthy of the very least 
of thy mercies, yet wc are encouraged to draw near unto 
thee with boldness, through the merit of our Saviour’s right- 
eousnesB. We adore thee in all the glorv of thine uncreated 
excellence, and in all the sovereignty of tny universal empire. 
May we be humbled in the dust, when we compare our sinful- 
ness with thy holiness, and onr insignificance with thy majesty. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for our Gospel privileges, a.nd that 
our lot has not been cast under the bondage of the Jewish law. 
We rejoice that we have a more effectual method of purifica- 
tion tlian the washing appointed by Moses, and that we have 
blood infinitely more precious with which to be sprinkled than 
the blood of goats and of lambs which flowed on Jewish altars. 
May each of us know by experience the value and the effectual 
saving influence of the blood which our Saviour shed, and the 
death to which he submitted. Holy Spirit, we humbly and 
earnestly supplicate from thee the views, the feelings, and the 
faith which the Apostle possessed when he said, For if tlie 
blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer 
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifietb to the purifying of the 
flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, pur^ 
your conscience from dead works to serve the living Goal 
May all of us be the blessed subjects of this purifying in- 
fluence. Our sins arc as scarlet, O make them as snow I they 
are as crimson, O make them as wool : 

Take otv dear children^ and purijy them from the vile 
stains of original corruption^ and wash away from them t)ie 
pollution of actual transgression. Give iliem and our ser^ 
vantSy we pray, the beauties of holiness. 

We mourn over the opposition to Christ, his Gospel, and 
his servants, which is so natural to the human heart, and oi 
which we have now read some melancholy displ^s. We 
praise thee, that the opposition which has been manirated for 
centuries against the cause of Christ has been overruled for 
the furtherance of the Gospel. We praise thee that, though 
thy seiwants have been bound with chains, the Gospel Las not 
been bound ; and though thv servants have been destroyed by 
the flames of martyrdom, the enemies of Divine truth have 
neither been able to destroy the Bible, nor to extinguish the 
sacred flames of Gospel grace. Glory to our God, that though 
persecuting enemies have said, Away with Jesus, crucify him| 
crucify him; and though they have said respecting Paul, 
Away with him ; and respecting the Gospel, Let it be de- 
stroyed from the face of the earth : yet, the fl^e of Christ is 
preserved, his ambassadors are maintained, and his Gospel 
proclaim^. 

Give us, O Lord, thy protecting care this night, and aoeept 
of our thanks for the mercies of anoth^ day. May our sins 
be pardoned, and our prayers be answered, for Jesor sake, tlui 
great Shepherd of the sheep. Amen. 


TWBNTY-EIGHTH WEBK^- 


CH11X81 UlfilQNINO. 

Brook Sb^» JermUm* America, Abridge, cm. 

1 ^ IfOE a shout of sacred joy 

^ To God the soyereign King ! 

Let every land their tongues employ, 

And hymns of triumph sing. 

2 Jesus our God ascends on high, 

His heavenly guards around 

Attend him rising through the B&y 
With trumpets' joyful sound. 

S While angels shout and praise their King, 

Let mortals learn their strains ; 

Let all the earth his honour sing 
O'er all the earth ho reigns. 

Watts /'*• w 

2 SAMUEL VI. 

Ark brought to Jeruealem, 

A GAIN, David gathered together all the chosen mm of 
Israel, thirty thousand. 

2 And David arose, and went with all the people that were 
with him from Baale of Judah, to bring up from thence the 
ark of God, whose name is called by the name of the L(»iid of 
hosts that dwelleth between the cherubims. 

8 And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought 
it out of the house of Abinadab that wag in Gibcah: and 
Uzzah and Abio, the sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart. 

4 And they brought it out of the house of Abiuadab which 
wag at Gibeah, accompanying the ark of God: and Ahio went 
before the ark. 

6 And David and all the house of Israel played before the 
Lord on all manner of inatmments made of fir uood, even on 
harps, and on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, and 
on cymbals. 

6 And when they came to Nachon's thrcsliiugfloor, Uzzah 
put forth hia hand to the ark of God, and took hold of it : for 
the oxen shook it, 

7 And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah; 
and God smote him there for his error ; and there he died by 

the ark of God. 

8 And David was displeased, because the Lord had made a 
breach upon Uzzah: and he called the name of tlie place 
Perez-uzzah to this day. 

9 And David was afraid of the Lord that day, and said. 
How shall the ark of the Loud come to me ? 

10. So David would not remove the ark of tlie Lord unto 
him into the city of David : but David carried it aside into 
the house of Obed-edom the Gittitc. 

11 And the ark of the Lord continued in the house of 
Obed-edom the Gittite three months : and the Lord blessed 
Obed-edom, and all his household. 

12 And it was told king David, saying, The Lord hath 
blessed the house of Obed-edom, and all that pertameth unto 
him, because of the ark of God. So David went and brought 
up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom into the city 
of David with gladness. 

18 And it was so, that when they that bear the ark of the 
LaRD had gone six paces, he sacrificed oxen and fatlings. 

14 And David danced before the Lord with all his miglit ; 
and David was girded with a linen ephod. • 

15 So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark 
of the Liobd with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet. 

16 And as the ark of the Lord came into the city of 
David^ Hichal Saul’s daughter. looked through a window and 
MWJUng David leaping and dancing before the Lord; and 
she despised Mm in her heart. 

took 2 Saicusl vi. — H ow delightful it is when kin^ 
ifc fUt^ecis of graoe and when they stir up the great men of their 


WEDNESDAY MOENING. 


kingdoms, and those who occupy places of influenoe near their throno, 
to ti^e a deep interest in Christ's cause, and to be t:oalo\v;; for God's 
glory and the solvation of souls ! The Ark of Israel wjas typical of 
Christ. He is the true ark of his people* Ho dwells in the midst 
of them. His continued presence is their glory and defence. To 
place the Ark on a cart drawn by oxen, was a grievous oflcnoe 
on the part of Uzzah the priest. The Ark was the very highest 
emblem of the Divine presence. It was tho appointment of G(xl 
that on all occasions, when removed from place to place, it should 
be carried on tlie shoulders of priests — holy men consecrated to 
God's service. Uzzoh's death was tho consequence of his neglect. 

I How important it is to obsc-rvo Divine ordinances, and worship 
implicitly as God hath appointed in his Word ! 

PRAYER. 

1\/rOST merciful Jehovah, we adore thee as the Lord of 
lYL liosts, who (Iwellest between the cherubim. Inminie- 
rable angels for ever jiraise thee, and are ready every moment 
to go as swift messengers to the most distant part of tho 
universe to execute thy pleasure. !May we, through the 
merit of our Saviour's righteousness, and the elliency of his 
intercession, he admitted at death into the heavenly world, 
for ever to be associated with saints and angels in shouting 
joyful hosannahs to God and the Lamb. 

Wc confess that, on account of our aggravated and long- 
continued transgressions, wc deserve a jilacc in those dark 
and miserable abodes where fallen angels are reserved in ever- 
lasting chains, until the judgment of the great day. Most 
gracious Lord God, deal not with us according to our guilt, 
but according to thy mercy, flowing to sinful man through 
tlic channel of our Saviour's righteousness. 

Wc rejoice, O Lord, in remembering that tliou didst dwell 
with thy C'liurch in Old Testament days, and didst condescend 
to make the ark tlie visible place of tliy sacred and mysterious 
abode. We thank thee tliat, though tlie ark is long since 
destroyed, thy residence with thy Church has continued with- 
out interruption till the present day. Glory to thy great 
I name, that thou art still saying respecting thy Church and 
people, The Lord liath chosen Zion, he hath desired it for his 
habitation. 'J'his is my rest for ever : here will I dwell, for I 
have desired it. 

We praise tlicc that, though the ancient ark is no more 
ill the midst of tlic Church, the mercy-seat is found thci’C, 
from which blessings of unspeakable value and necessity are 
constantly dispensed by a God of grace among those who seek 
salvation through our Saviour's blood. Earnestly wc suppli- 
cate for thy gracious presence in the midst of all the churches, 
and in the midst of us as a w orshipping family, now prostrate 
before thee. 

Enter, O Lord, with all thy glorious train. Enter with 
thy Spirit and thy truth ; all that the ark did once contain 
could not such grace afford. 

Teach our dear children sincerely and diligently to approach 
the mercy-seat. There, may they apply for those graces which 
will enable them to the close of life to subdue all their spiritual 
enemies, and triumph over all their corruptions. 

May each one of us resemble David, in a powerful attach- 
ment to the ordinances of thy kingdom. May we eng^e in 
them joyfully, and by means of them advance in spiritual 
attainments, and be prepared for heaven. May the death of 
Uzzah convince us of the importance of observing ordinances 
in the way God has graciously appointed; and also of the 
danger of introducing into the Church ceremonies and observ- 
ances which have no authority in the Word of life. O let 
spiritual worship prevail in all the churches of thy saints. 

Lord, accept our humble tribute of thanksgiving for the 
mercies of the night, and assist us in the duties of the day. 
Preserve us from every snare, and hear our supplications^ for 
our blessed Saviour’s aake. Amen. 

8 D 
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TWENTY-EKJHTH week. — WEDNESDAY EVENING, 


niSniCATlON OP OUBSEtVES TO GOD. 

SandffcUe, Michael's. Grove Home. 0. M. 

1 O OW can I sink with such a prop 
*n. ^0 my eternal God, 

Who bears the earth^s huge pillars up, 

And spreads tlio heavens abroad? 

2 How cjm I die while Jesus lives. 

Who rose and left the dead ?^ 

Pardon and grace my soul receives 
Prom mine exalted Head. 

3 All that I am, and all I have, 

Hliall be for over thine, 

’Whatever my duty bids me give 
lyiy cheerful liands resign. 

Watts, //. 

ACTS XXII. 

Pnid*» Cojr'crinon. 

M PIN, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my defence which I 
make now unto you. 

2 (And when they heard that he spake in tlie Hebrew tongue 
to them, they kept tlie more silence : and he saith,) 

3 1 am verily a man which am a Jew, born in ^Wsus, a city 
in Cilicia, yet brought up in tliis city at the hict of Camaliel, 
and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the 
fathers, and was zealous t{)war(l God, as ye all are this day. 

4 And I pensecuted this way unto tlie death, binding and 
delivering into prisons both men and w^onnui. 

5 As also the liigh juaest doth bear me witness, and all the 
estate of the cldcra : from whom also I received Icttcra unto 
the brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring them which 
were there bound unto Jerusalem, for to be punished. 

6 And it came to pass, that as 1 made my journey, and was 
come nigh unto Damascus about noon, suddenly there shone 
from heaven a great light round about me. 

7 And I fell unto tlic ground, and beard a voice saying unto 
me, Saul, Saul, wliy persecutest tbou me ? 

8 And I answered, Who art tbou. Lord ? And he said unto 
me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom tbou persecutest. 

9 And they that were Avith me saw indeed the light, and 
were afraid ; but they heard not the voice of him that spake 
to me. 

10 And 1 said, What shall I do, Lord ? And the Lord 
said unto me, Arise, and go into Damascus ; and there it 
shall be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee 
to do. 

11 And Avhen I could not sec for the glory of that light, 
being led by the band of them that were with me, I came into 
Damascus. 

12 And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, 
having a good report of all the Jews which dwelt thcrcy 

13 Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Hrothcr 
Saul, receive tliy sight. And the same hour I looked up upon 
him. 

14 And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen tliec, 
that tliou sliouldcst kuoAV his will, and see that Just One, and 
sbouldest hear tlie voice of Ins mouth. 

15 For tbou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou 
hast seen and heard. 

16 And now why tarriest thou ? arise, and he baptized, and 
wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. 

BsFUtCTioNS UPON AcTs XXII. — The Apostle, by tlie manner in 
which ho delivered his defence before his cncmicsl plainly showed 
that they who are under the saving iniluence of Gospel truth, are 
mstruoted in lessons of holy gentleness and courtesy. It was a 
privile^, groat and honourable, to ho brought up at the feet of 
Qainalicl, the wisest of Jewish liabbis and instructors. But who 
€011 conceive the greatness of the privilege and honour of being | 


brought up and taught at the feet of Jesus, ^^in whom are |htS up 
all tlie treasures of wisdom and of knowledge? ^ * What a stam upon 
the rulers of the Jewish Church— who ou^t to have been the very 
first to acknowledge Jesus as the tnio Messiah, and to have reora- 
mended him to their brethren— they were the fir^t to reject him, 
the first to persecute him, and the first to show an e^Ample in 
seeking his death! “He came to his own, and his own received 
him not ! ” What a sudden, universal, and delightftil change Divine 
grace produced on the heart of Paul ! In one moment the wolf was 
changed into the lamb. 


PEAYER. 

O UR Father and our God, in the name of our Divine High- 
Priest we now assemble in thy sacred and gracious pre- 
sence, to present our persons ana our saerifice. After the 
business, the temptations, the trials, and the snares of the day, 
wc seek fellowship with thee, the Father of all mercies, and 
the God of all consolation. As a family wc desire now, with 
solemnity, sincerity, and joy, to receive thee as the Lord our 
God. God the Father, we receive thee as our Father; God 
the Son, we receive thee as our Redeemer ; God the Spirit, we 
receive thee as our sanctifier and comforter. God the Father, 
Son, and Spirit, wc receive thee as our new covenant God in 
Christ. Never may wc forget that wc have thus received thee, 
and that thou art saying to us in thy Word, I am the Lord 
your God. 

Wc now dedicate ourselves as a family to thee our God. 
We dedicate ourselves as individuals; we dedicate our souls, 
our bodies, our persons, our influence, our property, our all 
to thee, the Lord our God. From henceforth we would no 
longer consider that wc are our own, but that we are bou^^ht 
w itli a price, and therefore constrained by the most endearing 
obligations to glorify God with our bodies and our spirits, 
Avbich arc his. 

, Let our children he thine. Now we surrender them : now 
we hold them up on the arms of our love and our prayers. 
By the ornaments of thy grace may our sons be as plants 
grown up in their youths and may our daughters be as 
vorner-stones polished after the similitude of a palace. 

We present our thanks for all the instances of thy provi- 
dential and gracious kindness we have experienced tnis day. 
Wc praise thee for thy patience in bearing with our sins, aud 
for thy mercy in supplying our wants. May we He down on 
our beds Avith the well-grounded conviction that 6ur sins are 
pardoned, that we are sharers of the Divine favour, and mem- 
bers of the family of Christ. Preserve our persons and our 
abode, and preserve all our beloved relatives in peaceful secu- 
rity. Keep far from us the assaults of ivicked men, and defend 
ns from the ravages of disease. But when in thy wise provi- 
dence afllictfon comes on our bodies, may the hand of Divine 
grace uphold our spirits, may thy blessing accompany all our 
sufferings, and may we come out of the ffirnace vessels sancti* 
fled and fit for the Master’s use. I 

May the affecting and encouraging things we have now 
read of the conversion of Paul lead us carefully to Examine - 
ourselves, whether we arc the subjects of couverting grace, 
'i'hc light of the Gospel has long shone around us, umile our 
minds remained enveloped in the shades of spiritual death. 
May the blessed light of conversion now shine within us, and 
may life, love, hope, and joy prevail# where corruption, enmity, 
aud unbelief reigned with despotic sway. 

Have mercy on aged converts, and inay their pieiy, experL 
cnce, and peace convince all around them of the miirimty 
the Christian faith, and that it is the only solaise of the mind 
on the brink of the grave, and in the prospect of etemity* 

Lord, hear our prayers, and forgive our sint^ fot Jeanf* i 
our glorious High-Priest and Intercessor. Amelt* 


TWENTY-EIQHTH WEEK.— THURSDAY MORNING. 


lfAl« fOn THB HOUBS OP GOD. 

JftoUiiiiffhtm* Saliimore, Leack. p. n 

1 ^TOtE joyful monii my God, is como, 

^ That oalli me to thy honoured dorao, 

Thy presence to adore; 

^ feet the summons shall attend, 

With willing stem thy courts ascend, 

And tread the hiallowed door. 

2 Hither from Judah’s utmost end, 

The heaven-protocted tribes ascend. 

Their offerings hither bring : 

Here, eager to attest their joy. 

In hymns of praise their tongues employ. 

And hail the immortal King. 


Merrick. 


2 SAMUEL VII. 


David tasdvmg to build a Temple. 

A ND it came to pass, when the king sat in his house, and 
^ the Lord had given him rest round about from all liis 
enemies ; 

2 That the king said unto Nathan tlie propliet. Sec now, I 
dwell in an house of cedar, but the ark of God dwcllcth within 

curtains. 

8 And Nathan said to the king. Go, do all that is in thine 
heart ; for the Lord is with thee. 

4 And it came to pass that night, that tluj w^ord of the 
Lord came unto Nathan, saying, 

6 Go and tell my servant David, Thus saith the Lord, 
Shajt thou build me an house for me to dwell in ? 

6 Whereas I have not dwelt in any house since the time 
that I brought up the children of Israel out of Egypt, even to 
this day, but have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle. 

7 In all the places wherein I have walked with all the 
children of Israel spake I a word with any of the trilics of 
Israel, whom I commanded to feed my people Israel, saying. 
Why build ye not me an house of cedar? 

8 Now tlierefpre so slialt thou say unto my servant David, 
Thiui saith the Lord of liosts, I took thee from the sheep-cote, 
from following the sheep, to be ruler over my people, over 
Israel: 

9 And I was with thee whithersoever thou wenteat, and 
have cut off all thine enemies out of thy sight, and liave made 
thee a great name, like unto the name of tlie great men tliat 
are in the earth. 

10 Moreover, I will appoint a place for my people Israel, 
and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their 
own, and move no more ; neither shall the children of wicked- 
ness afflict them any more, os beforetime, 

11 And as since the time that I commanded judges to be 
over my people Israel, and have caused thee to rest from all 
thine enemies. Also the Lord tellcth thee that he will make 
thee an house. 

12 And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou slialt sleep 
with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall 
proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. 

18 He shall build an house for my name, and I will stablisli 
the throne of his kingdom for ever. 

14 I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he 
commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and 
with the stripes of the children of men : 

16 But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took 
U from Saul, whom I put away before thee. 

16 And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established 
lor over bdbre thee: thy throne shall be established for ever. 

, 17 Atoxrding to all these wordb, and according to all this 
virioui 00 did Imhan speak unto David* 


RKFLiiOTioxs UPGR 2 Saicdjx vii.-— Iloliovcrs huvo infinite roaion 
to rojoice in the prospect of that day, that glorious day— tlio day of 
their admission into their heavenly home, when they slmll s^e their 
enemies no more, when they shall have rest from all their labours, 
and when they shall enter upon tho undisturbed enjoyment of that 
‘‘rest which romaineth for the people of God.*’ David presents 
before us a noble example in preferring God*8 glory before his own 
personal fame, and the prosperity of the Church before lus own 
kingly ^eatness, and his own temporal comfort. May wo breathe 
his spirit, and walk in his footsteps ! May zeal for God’s glory glow 
in our bosom, and animate us in his service ! 

PRAYER. 

O THOU who art the Shepherd of Israel, we desire with 
humility and thankfulness to approacli tlie throne of grace, 
through the blessed and all-prevailing name of Christ. Thou 
hast most graciously cwnniandcd us that we shall have no 
other gods beside thee. In obedience to this command, we 
lift up our eyes to the Holy Ghost, that by bis grace wo may 
be enabled to follow up the intention of this command, and 
receive and acknowledge tlirc as the Lord our God. As a 
nation may God eminently be our God, and as a congregation 
may God be our God, and as a family may God be our God; 
then shall we be a hajipy people, and a happy congregation, 
and a happy family: for thou liast said, Uappy is that people 
that is in such a case ; yea, happy is tliat people whose God 
is the Lord. 

We thank thcc, heavenly Father, tliat thou host not forsaken 
us during the past night. As wc are spared to another day, 
may wc testify our gratitude by our conscientious obedience. 
Amid all the secular and ordinaiy duties of life, may we never 
forget that we are tliy subjects, bound to obey thy righteous 
laivs, and accountable to thee at last, as onr governor and 
judge. Dlcss to us the perusal of the Holy Scriptures. 
Wldlc wc have the Bible in our band, may wc have its holy 
.and Divine principles in our hearts. With the Psalmist may 
we say, with unfeigned and animating sincerity, Thy testi- 
monies have wc taken as an heritage for ever ; for they are 
the rejoicing of our heart. 

Wo offer u[> thanks to our God and Father for all the com- 
forts of relative and domestic life. We thank God for a hornCf 
and for all tliat peace, rest, and felhnvship wo have enjoyed. 
Like David, may we sit in our bouse, and may God give us rest 
from all our enemies round about. Give us peace witli God, 
and peace wdtli conscience, arising from a firm persuasion of an 
interest in the righteousness of (Christ. While enjoying rest and 
comfort in our habitation, may the glory of God, and the pros- 
perity of the kingdom of Jesus, be uppermost in our tlioughts, 
and may we often ask ourselves, What can we do for the honour 
of God, for the advancement of the Church of Christ, and for 
the welfare of the children of men ? Lord, deliver us from a 
spirit of incloleiiee in thy cause, and of indiflbrence about thy 
glory. Enrich our minds with holy desires ; and may the seeds 
of holy desires be productive, under thy blessing, in bringing 
fortli an abundant harvest of holy, useful actions. 

Have mercy on the JcAvish nation. ISlay the following 
promise receive a blessed accomplishment in their spiritual 
experience : I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and 
will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, 
and move no more ; neither shall the children of wickedness 
afflict them any more. 

Say to our children what was said to Solomon ; I will be 
their Father^ and they shall he my children. If they com mi I 
iniquity I will chasten them ; but my mercy shall not depart 
away from them. 

Condescend, O Lord, to hear, answer, and forgive, for Jesus* 
sake. And to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost be ascribed 
the kingdom, power, and glory, for ever. Amen. 

3 V 2 


TWENTY-EIGHTH WEEI^.— THURSDAY EVENING. 


ORIGINAL ENMtTY OV THE HEART TO GOD. 

(Hdfmrd* TTestciAam. Surfoixt, WaUal, c. x. 

1 T) ACKWAIID with humble sliame we look 

On our original ; 

How is our nature dashed and broke 
In our first father’s fall ! 

2 To all that’s good averse and blind, 

^ But prone to all that’s ill ; 

What dreadful darkness veils our mind ! 

IIow obstinate our will ! 

3 IIow strong in our degenerate blood 

The old corruption reigns, 

And mingling with the crooked flood, 

Wundi^rs through all our veins ! 

4 What mortal power from things unclean 

Can pure productions bring ? 

Who can command a vital stream 
From an infected spring ? 

^ _ Watts, .»>7, A 

ACTS XXII. 

The Jews enraf/ed at Paul. 

\ ND it came to pass, that, when I was come again to 
Jerusalem, even while I prayiul in the temple, I was iii 
a trance ; 

18 And saw him saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee 
I quickly out of Jerusalem : for they will not receive thy testi- 
mony concerning me. 

19 And I said. Lord, they know that 1 imprisoned and bent 
in every synagogue them that believed on thee : 

20 And when tlie blood of thy martyr Steplicn was shed, T 
also w’as standing by, and consenting unto his death, and kept 
the raiment of them that slew him. 

21 And he said nuto me, Depart : for I will send thee far 
hence unto the Gentiles. 

22 And they gave liim audience unto this word, and then 
lifted np their voices, and said, Away with such a fellow from 
the earth : for it is not fit that he should live. 

23 And os they cried out, and cast olf their clothes, and 
threw dust into the air, 

24 The cliicf captain commanded liim to he brought into 
the castle, and bade that he should be examined by scourging; 
that he might kno\v wherefore they cried so against liim. 

25 And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the 
centurion that stood by, Is it lawful for you to scourge a man 
that is a Homan, and uncoiidemned ? 

26 When the centurion heard that, he went and told tlie 
chief captain, saying. Take heed what thou doest : for tliis 
man is a Roman. 

27 Then the chief captain came, and said unto him, Tell 
me, art thou a Roman? He said. Yea. 

28 And the chief captain answered, Witli a great sum 
obtained I this freedom. And Paul said. But 1 was free 
bom. 

29 Then straightway they departed from him which should 
have examined him: and the chief captain also was afraid, 
after he knew that he was a Roman, and because he had 
bound him. 

30 On the morrow, because he would have known • the 
certainty wherefore he was accused of the Jews, he loosed 
him from his bands, and commanded the chief priests and all 
their council to appear, and brought Paul down, and set him 
before them. 

Rkflxoxions rroN Acts xxn. — In the miraculous trance of the 
Apostle we see the great power of God, by paralizing the strength of 
the body, making it helpless as the dead, but still preserving in tho 
liveliest activity the energies of the mind, and in msddng it capable 
888 


of receiving the most important and sacred cornmnnicationB. Jesus 
has tho key of human hearts ; may he meroifuUy open the door of 
our hearts, and enter in with all his train of heavmily grace! The 
rejection of the Gkwpel testimony is — on the part of those who 
hear the Word-— tho greatest sin, and to the genuine ministera of 
the Word an occasion of the greatest sorrow. It was part of the 
lamentation of the great Prince of prefers, the treating of his 
testimony of truth os an idle talo. Thus it was foretold in prophMy, 
that ho snould express his sorrow in the following moamfhl strains : 
^‘Who hath believed our report, and to whom is tho arm of the 
Lord revealed ? ** . 

PRAYER. 

draw near unto thee, O Lord, as a family. And to 
whom can we go, but unto thee ? None can hear or 
answer prayer, but thou, O Lord, alone. While we assemble 
before thee, under the covert of the righteousness of Christ, 
we would take up the words of the Ps^mist, and thus plead 
with thee : Hear our prayer, O God, give car to our suppli- 
cations : in thy faithfulness answer us, and in thy righteous- 
ness. Thou knowest our sinfulness and guilt. Thou knowest 
our worthiness of the lowest hell. Looking upon the atone- 
ment which Jesus completed on Calvary's cross, we pray 
with humble confidence, Enter not into judgment with tliy 
servants ; for in thy sight sliall no man living be justified. O 
God, behold Jesus our shield, and look on the face of thine 
anointed. 

We thank our God for thy watchful care which we have 
enjoyed this day. May thy blessing crown our lawful en- 
gagements. And when we meet with disappointment in our 
temporal pnmuits, with humble submission to the wise arrange- 
ments of a gracious Providence may we say, Good is the will 
of the Lord. 

As children repose with confidence upon their earthly 
parents, wc would repose with still more implicit confidence 
dn thee our heavenly Father during this night. May our 
minds be elevated witli joy and wonder, when we contemplate 
the greatness of the privilege, that we have a God in Christ in 
whom to trust at all times. We rejoice that there is a com- 
mand addressed to us from the throne of grace ; Trust in the 
Lord for ever. 

As Paul prayed in the temple, may wx delight to supplicate 
God in the closet, in the family, and in the sanctuary. While 
the hearts of many seek pleasure in assemblies called together 
for purposes of carnal and unhallowed amusement, may we 
delight to assemble with tliy people in thy sacred courts, to 
taste the joys of religion, and to join with the multitude in 
sounding the joyful praises of God and the Lamb. We seek 
from God the gift and the spirit of prayer. Let this most 
invaluable gift be conferred on all our relatives and friends. 
Convince the prayerless among them that no hope can be 
more presumptuous than to expect to enter the heaveply 
world after a prayerless life. 

O give our dear children and servants the holy gift of 
prayer. Teach them to converse with Qod^ and to tvedk with 
God. Impart to them a holy confidence in Godj by which they 
shall believingly seek from Goa every needful blessing. 

Destroy, O Lord, in every land, that aversion to the Gospel 
which is natural to the heart of man. May determined 
enemies of Christ, his cross, and his ministers, lay aside their 
enmity and rage, and become the docile and the loving disciples 
of the Saviour of men. We bless Gpd for such examples of 
submission to the grace and authority of Christ as have taken 
place in our day, as well as in past ages. Increase their num- 
ber, and may the triumphs of the Gospel soon be universal. 

Our Father in Christ, hear the prayers and forgive i^ina 
of thy humble petitioners, for Jesus’ sake, thine only-be^^itten 
and well-beloved Son. Amen. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH WEEK^—PRIDAY MORNING. 


rAMItr BLKftSINOS. 

Jmrad^ Piety, WUtehire New, WilttHiirt, c. m. 

t ^ X man, whose soul is filled 
^ With J5eal and reverend awe; 

His lips to God their honours yield, 

His life adorns the law. 

2 A careful rrovidence shall stand, 

And ever guard thy head, 

Shall on the labours of thy hand 
Its kindly blessings shed. 

8 Ihe Lord shall thy beat hopes fulfil 
Tor months and years to come : 

The Lord, who dwells on Zion’s hill, 

Shall send thee blessings home. 

^ Waits, Pa, 128 . 

2 SAMUEL VII. 

David's Prayer. 

rriHEN went king David in, and sat before the Loan, and he 
saidi Who am I, O Lord God? and what is my house, 
that thou hast brought me hitherto ? 

19 And this was yet a small thing in thy sight, O Lord 
God 5 but thou hast spoken also of thy servant’s house for a 
great while to come. And is this the manner of man, O Lord 
God? 

20 And what can David say more unto thee? for thou, 
Lord God, knowest thy servant. 

21 For thy word’s sake, and according to thine own heart, 
hast thou done all these great things, to make thy servant 
know them, 

22 Wherefore thou art great, O Lord God: for there is 
none like thee, neither is there any God beside thcc, according 
to all that we have heard with our ears. 

23 And what one nation in the earth is like thy people, 
even like Israel, whom God went to redeem for a people to 
himself, and to make him a name, and to do for you great 
things and terrible, for thy land, before thy people, which thou 
redeemedfit to thee from Egypt, the nations and their 
gods? 

24 For thou hast confirmed to thyself thy people Israel to 
be a people unto thee for ever : and thou. Lord, art become 
their God. 

25 And now, O Lord God, the word that thou hast spoken 
concerning thy servant, and concerning his house, establish it 
for ever, and do as thou hast said. 

26 And let thy name be magnified for ever, saying, The 
Lord of hosts is the God over Israel : and let the house of thy 
servant David be established before thee. 

27 For thou O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, hast revealed 
to thy servant, saving, I will build thee an house : therefore 
hath thy servant found in his heart to pray this prayer unto 
thee. 

2 SAMUEL IX. 

DstVid's Kindness to Jonathan's Son, 

A ND the king said, Is there not yet any of the house of 
Saul, that I may show the kindness of God unto him ? 
And Ziba said imto the king, Jonathan hath yet a son which 
is lame on his feet. 

4 And the king said unto him. Where is he ? and Ziba said 
unto the king. Behold, he is in the house of Machir, the son 
of Ammiel, in Lo-debar. 

6 Then king David sent, and fetched him out of the house 
of Machir, the son of Ammiel, from Lo-debar. 

6 Now when Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, the son 
of Saul, was come unto David, he fell on his face, and did | 
reverence. And David said, Mephibosheth. And he answered, 
Behold thy servant I 

RsrLDOxrosrs dpok 2 Sakumc, vn.. ix. — ^Humility is invariably a 
port of that salvatioii which is the inheritance of the saints. It is 


truljr painful when some professors of the faith show so iiiUo 
liumili^, that there is much reason to suspect the sincerity of their 
profession. Humility shone in David’s life. Like him, may we ever 
approach the throne of God with the profoundest humility and rever- 
ence ! How infinitely precious are God’s promises. They not only 
secure for believers present blessings,^. but secure the reception of 
every needful blessing to the close of life, and furnish also the full 
assurance of a heavenly inheritance for ever and ever. iMorcy is on 
attribute which shines with peculiar brightness among the DiviiK 
perfections ; and believers never reflect so much of the glory of the 
Divine hkenoss, as in acts of kindness, compassion, and mercy. 

PRAYER. 

^ TIIOU who art the Creator of the ends of the earth, we 
” adore thee as theTiearer of prayer, as the only object of 
religious worsliip, and as the Lord our God. May we be 
enabled to approach thy throne under the influence of holy 
sincerity, deep humility, filial love, and lively confidence. 
May we ever approacli the throne of grace under the convic- 
tion that thou wilt hear, answer, and accept. 

Thou art great, O Lord God : for there is none like unto 
thee, neither is there any God besides thee, according to all 
we have heard with our ears. There is no kingdom like thy 
kingdom, the Church, over which thou dost reign in thy 
mediatorial government. When, we think what thou hast 
done for thy people in the various periods of their wonderful 
history, wc have reason, in the language of David, thus to 
praise thee: What one nation on earth is like thy people, 
whom God went to redeejn for a people to himself, and to 
make thcc a name ! for tliou ha»t confirmed them unto thee 
for ever, and thou, Lord, art become their God. Let thy 
name, 0 Jesus, the God of Zion, be magnified for ever; for 
thou, the Lord of hosts, art God over Israel. 

Wc thank thee, O Lord, for all the kindness which thou 
hast manifested to us as a family. When we think of the 
calamities with which other families have been visited, and 
wliich we have escaped; and when wc think of the great 
mercies we have enjoyed, and which other families have not 
participated, we have indeed abundant reason to be astonished 
at thine inscrutable and distinguished sovereignty. With 
adoring reverence we would say, in the words of David, And 
is this the manner of man, O Lord God ? 

Wc desire with joyful hearts to thank and bless the name of 
the liord, that we have been refreshed, comforted, and protected 
during another night, that no evil has befallen us, nor any 
plague has come nigh our dwelling. May divine wisdom 
! guide us this day, may divine grace enrich us, may divine love 
comfort UB, and may divine power defend us. 

With respect to ourselves, the families witli which we are 
connected, and the congregation with which we are associated 
in holy things, may the goodwill of him who dwelt in tlife 
bush ever dwell in the midst of us ; and when our residence 
on earth comes to a close, may we dwell in the house of the 
Lord our God for ever in heaven. 

Be the God of our beloved children ; may they choose God 
for their portion, and give early evidence to all around that 
they have begun their journey to the celestial Canaan above. 

As a family may wc and our servants be established in 
righteousness ; then, though our names be forgotten on earth, 
we shall join our spiritual kindred above, where wo shall be 
for ever established before tliec. 

We affectionately pray for all our own friends, and for the 
children of our deceased friends. Suffer us not to forsake 
our own friend or our father’s friend. May they and wc be 
clothed with the righteousness of Christ ; then our friendship 
on earth shall be followed with the refined society of heaven. 
Mercifully hear our prayers, for Jcsiu’ sake, our Advocate and 
Lord. Amen. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH WEEK.— FttlDAY EVENING. 


HS.VaiNO WISDOM AND CONSCIENCE. 

MwUgofMry, ll<Meion» Ann* a. Ludlow. C. Jl. 

1 QE£ how the little toiling ant 
^ Improves tho harvest hours ; 

While summer lasts, through all her colls 

Tho choicest stores slie pours. 

2 While life remains, our harvest lasts ; 

Hut youth of life’s the prime : 

Best is this season for our work, 

And tills the accepted time. 

3 To-day attend, is Wisdom’s voice ; 

To-morrow, Tolly cries: 

And still to-moiTow ’tis, when, oh ! 

To-day the sinner dies. Ano.v. 

ACTS XXIII. 

PanVa defmcc before the High Pneat. 

A nd Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men and 
brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God 
until this day. 

2 And the high priest Ananias commanded them that stood 
by him to smite him on the mouth. 

3 Then said Paul unto him, God shall smite thee, thou 
whited wall : for sittest thou to judge me after the law, and 
commandest me to be smitten contrary to the law ? 

4 And they that stood by said. He vilest thou GocFs high 
priest ? 

5 Then said Paul, I wist not, brethren, that ho Avas the 
high priest ; for it is Avritten, Thou shall not speak evil of the 
ruler of thy people. 

6 But Avheu Paul perceived that the one part Avere Saddu- 
cces, and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council. Men 
and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the sou of a Pharisee : of the 
hope and resurrection of the dead I am called in question. 

7 And when he had so said, there arose a dissension between 
the Pharisees and the Sadclucecs; ami the multitude was 
divided. 

8 For the Sadduccos say that there is no resurrection, 
neither angel nor spirit : but the Pharisees confess both. 

9 And there arose a great cry : and the scribes that were of 
the Pharisees’ part arose, and strove, saying, We find no evil 
in this man : but if a spirit or an angel hath spoken to him, 
let us not fight against God. 

10 And when there arose a great di.sseiision, the chief cap- 
tain, fearing lest Paul should have been pulled in pieces of 
them, commanded the soldiiTS to go down, and to take liini by 
force from among them, and to bring him into the castle. 

11 And the night following, the Lord stood by him, and 
said, Be of good clieer, Paul : for as thou ha.st te.stified of me 
in Jerusalem, so must thou bear Avitiiess also at Rome. 

12 And when it a^'us day, certain of the Jews handed 
together, and hound themselves under a curse, saying, that 
they would neither cat nor drink till they had killed Paul. 

13 And they were more than forty Avhich had made this 
conspiracy. 

14 And they came to the chief priests and elders, and said. 
We have bound ourselves under a great curse, that Ave Avill cat 
nothing imtil we have slain Paul. 

15 Noav therefore ye with the council signify to the chief 
captain that he brin^ him down unto you to morroAv, as 
though ye would enquire sometliiug more perfectly concerning 
iiim : and we, or ever he come near, are ready to kill him. 

16 And Avheii Paul’s sister’s son heard of their lying in 
wait, he went and entered into the castle, and told Paul. 

17 Then Paul called one of the centurions unto Aim, and 
•aid. Bring this young man unto the chief captain: for he^ 
hath a certain thing to tell him. 

18 So he took him, and brought him to the chief captain, 
^nd said, Paul the prisoner called me unto him, and paved me 
3£0 


to bring this young man unto thee, who hath sothethiiig to 
say unto thee. 

Reflections upon Acts xxni.— As our Saviour appeared before the 
high priests of the Jews to hasten his death, it is remarkable that 
the great Apostle of the Gentiles appeared before the same tribunal 
to give his testimony for Jesus, whom they crucified and slew, but 
could not retain in death’s prison, who rose triumphant firom ths 
grave, who was dead and is now olive again, and who hath the 
keys of hell and of death. 0 what confusion and shame shall cover 
that cruel and mercenary high priest at tho judgment-day, when 
ho secs Jesus on his throne, whom ho delivered up to be crucified, 
and Avlicn he sees the glorified Apostle on his right hand, whom he 
treated Avith such wantonness and scorn ! Greatly aggravated are the 
sins of those who aro invested with important offices in tho Church 
of God : and they cannot be too deeply impressed with a sense of 
the necessity of personal piety, and of their accountableness at the 
lust day to tho Judge of all. 


PRAYER. 

^LESSED Lord God, teach us to approach thee under the 
impression that tliou art the omniscient and the aU- 
sceing God. May this impression fill us Avith reverential awe 
and animating delight. Holy Spirit, may we have such views 
of thine omniscience, as to be afraid to offend thee; and may 
Ave have such vicAvs of this truth, that Ave shall bo encouraged 
to place implicit confidence in God. 0 Lord, thou hast 
searched and knoAvn us. Thou knowest our doAvnsitting and 
our uprising, and thou understandcst our thoughts afar off; 
even before they arc formed in our mind, they are naked and 
open before thee. Thou knowest all the plans of the enemiei 
of thy Church and people ; and as thou didst easily defeat the 
plan formed by the cruel conspirators against Paul, so thou 
canst overturn with the utmost ease all the schemes which aro 
contrived for the dishonour of thy name and the injury of thy 
people. 

‘ llcmember not against us, O Lord, the short-comings and 
offences of the past day. At the close of every day, Ave have 
abundant reason to be humbled for our sins of omission and 
commission. Accept of our thanks for personal and family 
blessings this day received. Lord, teach us every day, like 
Paul, to live in all good conscience before God, We thank 
God for that conscience Avhicli is planted within us. Let not , 
our conscience fall asleep ; and may our conscience be sancti- 
fied and enlightened by the influences of the Holy Ghost. 

Give our dear children and domestics a tender conscience, 
and convince them of the value of this blessing. Make their 
conscience to reprove them for every sin ; and may they not 
only be afraid to commit sin because of punishment, but also 
unwilling from a fear of offending God. 

The approach of night reminds us of our dependence upon 
thee, and therefore AAe now supplicate thy gracious protection. 

O that Ave could lie down to rest with a peaceful conscience, 
and under the sweet persuasion that our sins are pajt^oned, 
and that God has made with us an everlasting tovenaut, well 
ordered in all things. 

We thank God for judges and rulers, which are so necessaxy 
for the well-being of society and the interests of the Church. 
Wc adore thee in all the sufferings which thy people in various 
ages have experienced under judges cruel and unjust, of which 
we have now read a humiliating example. We rejoice that 
neither the injustice nor the cruelty of persecuting rulers has 
ever been able to j)reveut the success of the Gospel. 

Lord, have mercy on all the rulers of our land, and make 
them genuine believers. Under the influence of the Qosp^ 
may they exercise the authority with which they are invested. 
Hear our humble prayers, for tfesus’ sake. And to the Fathery 
Son, and Spirit we ascribe equal and undivided praisee. Amen. 




TWENTY-BIQHTH WEEK.--SATUBDAy EVENING. 


V«::| 


AT god’s disposal* 

Armcm JEtpmn, Surrey Chapd, Slod, p. ». 

1 O OYEHEIGN Buler of the skies ! 

Ever gracious, ever wise ! 

All my times are in thy hand, — 

All events at thy command. 

2 His decree, who formed the earth, 

Fixed my first and second birth ; 

Parents, native place, and time — 

All appointed were by him. 

3 Tie that formed me in the womb, 

Ke shall guide me to the tomb ; 

All my times shall ever bo 

Ordered by his wise decree. Rvland. 

ACTS XXIII. 

St. PaiU*i Deliverance. 

fl^HEN the chief captain took him hy the hand, and went 
with him aside privately, and asked him, What is that 
thou hast to tell me 

20 And lie said, The Jews have agreed to desire thee that 
thou wouldest bring down Paul to morrow into the council, as 
though they would enquire somewhat of him more perfectly. 

21 But do not thou yield unto them : for there lie in wait 
for him of them more than forty men, which have bound 
themselves with an oath, that they will neither eat nor drink 
till they have killed him : and now are they ready, looking 
for a promise from thee. 

22 So the chief captain then let the young man depart, and 
charged him, See thou tell no man that thou hast shewed these 
things to me. 

23 And he calied unto him two centurions, saying, Make 
ready two hundred soldiers, to go to Caesarea, and horsemen 
threescore- and ten, and spearmen two hundred, at the third 
hour of the nigut ; 

24 And provide them beasts, that they may set Paul on, and 
bring him safe unto Felix the governor, 

25 And he wrote a letter after this manneu' : 

26 Claudius Lysias unto the most excellent governor Felix 
‘ sendeth greeting. 

27 This man was taken of the Jews, and should have been 
killed of them : then came I with an army, and rescued him, 
having understood that he was a Roman. 

28 And when I would have known the cause wherefore they 
accused him, I brought him forth into their council : 

29 Whom I perceived to be accused of questions of their 
law, but to have nothing laid to his charge worthy of death or 
of bonds. 

80 And when it was told me how that the Jews laid wait 
for the man, I sent straightway to thee, and gave command- 
ment to his accusers also to say before thee what they had 
against him. Farewell. 

81 Then the soldiers, as it was commanded them, took Paul, 
and brought him by night to Antipatris. 

32 On the morrow they left the horsemen to go with him, 
and returned to the castle : 

33 Who when they came to Caesarea, and delivered the 
epistle to the governor, presented Paul also before him. 

84 And when the governor had road the letter, he asked of 
what province he was. And when he understoocl that he was 
of Cilicia ; 

85 I will hear thee, said he, when thine accusers are also 
come. And he commanded him to be kept in Herod’s judg- 
ment liaU. 

ExfLXOTiOHS VPOK AcTS xxnx. — God has the hearts of all men in 
his hands ; and be can easily touch and soften iht minds of military 
ofilcers, and make them the active defenders of his endangered 


and persecuted ministers. When the wicked their nets to 

entangle the feet of God's people, they foiget that^an omniioieiit agw 
beholds them, and that there is unening wisdom to dafbat and eon* 
found all their projects. How delightfhl it u when youthftd lips 
arc employed to advocate the cause of God’s saints, and the inteBOsti 
of Christ's kingdom ! May the Spirit eminently descend on all our 
youth, taking the children instead of the fktheis, and making them 
noble princes in all the earth! The enemies of the Church are 
crafty; they are educated in the school of Satan, the crooked 
serpent; and much caution and wisdom are necessary in dealing 
with those cunning foes, to defeat their cralty plans. 

PRAYER. 

L ord God of hosts, we desire, in the exercise of filial 
confidence and love, to prostrate ourselves before thee, 
and, in the name of our merciful and righteous Advocate, to 
supplicate the blessings of the covenant of grace. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in thine omnipresence, »nd in thy 
constant and universal agency. Wc acknowledge that thou 
hast beset us behind and before, and hast laid thy gracious 
hand upon us. In mercy thou hast laid thine hand upon us, 
in supporting, defending, and comforting us. In thjr fatherly 
wisdom and goodness thou hast in tithes past laid thine afflict- 
ing hand upon us, that our hearts might be weaned from 
I earthly things, that our souls might be purified from the dross 
of sin. O that all our afflictions may be successful in pro- 
ducing these effects, for which they are wdsely and graciously 
designed by our Father who is in heaven. 

I We present our thanksgivings for the mercies of the day, 

I At the close of another week wc implore forgiveness for the 
gins we have committed, whether in connection with our tem- 
poral business or our religious duties — whether in reference to 
I ourselves, our relatives, or thee our God. Lord, forgive our 
sins, through the merit of the great atonement made by thine 
eternal and well-beloved Son. O that these blessed and ani- 
Hfatiiig words may be applicable to each individual of our 
family, and to all with whom we are connected; There is 
therefore now no condemnation to them who are in Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

Mercifully afford thy protecting care this night, and on the 
morning of thy sacred day may we rise from our beds invi- 
gorated and refreshed, and our minds disposed and prepared 
for the sublime and delightful solemnities of thy house. 

May our dear children and domestics love thy house before 
every other place, and the engagements of thy sanctuary before 
every other employment. Ma{/ they meet with Christ and 
salvation in thy courts : then shall they have reason to praise 
thee for ever and ever. 

Impress on our minds what we have now read. We rejoice 
that though the craft of the enemies of thy people is great, thv 
wisdom is greater ; that though their plans are de^p and cruel, 
thou ai*t able with the utmost ease to overturn them all ; yea, 
to overrule them for the glory of thy uaine, the interests of 
thy children, and the confusion of the advcrsiuries of thy 
Clmrch. We praise thee for theAnteresting example we have 
now read of this encouraging truth. 

Teach all of us to see the unspeakable advantage of being 
children of God. In all their afflictions, Q Jesus, thou dost 
show them thy sympathy ; and in all their trials thou dost 
animate and comfort them with thy presence. Lord, put us 
among the number of the just — the number of those who 
believe iii Jesus and breathe his Spirit ; then we shall experi- 
ence the fulfilment of thy promise, that with favour thou wilt 
compass the righteous, as with a shield. 

Hear us graciously, for Jesus’ sake. And may the grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, am the com- 
munion of the Holy Ghost, be with us all, for ever and ever 
Amen. 







- , ■ ■ " i » ■ ..m , i .»i. » i,.i,.ii.i ^ a . 

TWENTt.KiNTH WBBC.— SABBATH MOBKING. I 


»<M»B OB THB AGED SAINT. 

SkiM$* UhivettUy, SriyhtJulm$t<mc, i :. m . 

. 1 T^y God, my everlasting hope, 

I lire upon thy truth; 

Thine hands have held my childhood up, 

And strengthened all my youth. 

2 Still has my life new wonders seen, 

Bepeated every year ; 

Behold my days that yet remain, 

1 trust them to thy core* 

3 Cast me not off ’when strength declines, 

Wheil hoary hairs arise ; 

' And round mo let thy glory shine 
Whene’er thy servant dies. 

..... Watts, Pi. 71, p* /. 

PSALM LXXI. 

Pvaijei% Confidence, and Hope. 

I N thee^ O Lonp, do I put my trust : let me never be put to 
confusion. 

2 Deliver me in thy righteousness, and cause me to escape : 
incline thine ear unto me, and save me. 

8 Be thou my strong habitation, whereunto I may con- 
tinually resort : thou hast given commandment to save me ; 
for thou art my rock and my fortress. 

4 Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of the wicked, 
out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man. 

G For thou art my hope, 0 Lord God : thou art my trust 
from my youth. 

7 1 am as a wonder unto many ; but thou art my strong 

refuge. 

8 Let my mouth be filled with thy praise ayid with thy 
honour all the day. 

9 Cast me not off in the time of old age ; forsake me not 
when my strength faileth. 

10 For mine enemies speak against me ; and they that lay 
wait for my soul take counsel together, 

11 Saying, God hath forsaken him: persecute and take 
him ; for there is none to deliver him. 

12 O God, be not far from me : 0 my God, make baste 
for my help, 

14 But I will hope continually, and will yet praise thee 
more and more. 

15 My mouth shall shew forth thy righteousness and thy 
salvation all the day; for I know not the numbers thereof. 

10 I will go in the strength of the Lord God : I will make 
mention of thy righteousness, even of thine only. 

17 O God, thou hast taught me from my youth: and 
hitherto have I declared thy wondrous works. 

18 Now also, when I am old and greyheaded, O God, forsake 
me not ; until I have shewed thy strength unto this genera- 
tion, and thy power to every one that is to come. 

19 Thy righteousness also, O God, is very liigh, who hast 
done great things : O God, who is like unto tlicc ! 

20 Thou, which hast shewed me great and sore troubles, 
shalt quicken me again, and shalt bring me up again from ike 
depths of the earth. 

21 Thou shalt increase my greatness, and comfort me on 
* every side. 

22 I will also praise thee with the psaltery, even thy truth, 
0 my God : unto thee will I sing with the harp, 0 thou Holy 
One of Israel, 

28 My lips shall pcatly rejoice when I sing unto thee ; 
and my soul, which thou hast redeemed. 

24 My to^e also shall talk of thy righteousness all the 
day long ; for they are confounded, for they are brought unto 
shame, that seek my hurt. 

llKfiiCTxoirs nroN Psalk zmi^-^^sting in Christ implicitly is 
') imeparable attendaht of oonlOst hdioTlng prayer. Be, has 

f - • 


learned an invaluable lesson in Christian experience who can say, 
My heart is fixed, my heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord ! ” God 
is always faithful to his promises, therefore the protection and 
deliverance of his people are always certain. God’s attributes are 
the constant dwelling places of the redeemed, and the righteousness 
of Christ is a high tower, where they are safe from all their foes, 
and where they may laugh to scorn all their unjust and malicious 
accusations. How consolatory ! though the hand of Zion’s enemies 
is strong, the hand of Zions God is almighty; and though the 
cruelty of Zion’s enemies is great, God’s mercy is unbounded. Early 
piety is connected with the most agreeable recollections, and is 
followed by a train of innumerable mercies. 

pbIyk^ 


O LORD, our redeeming God, wc draw near unto thee as a 
family, on the morning of thy hallowed day, and acknow- 
ledge thee as our father and God. We desire to express our 
thankfulness for the mercies enjoyed during another night, 
and that we are permitted to see another Sabbath, w'hich will 
gladden the hearts of thousands who arc the children of God 
and the heirs of heaven. O Lord, when we endeavour, in 
humble dependence on the Holy Spirit, to offer up our moru- 
ing prayer, incline thine ear unto us and save us. We acknow- 
ledge thee, and hope in thee as our rock and our fortress. O 
Jesus, thou art the rock of ages, against whom the gates ol 
hell shall never, can never prevail. May multitudes of poor, 
helpless sinners flee to thee this day as their only refuge, aud 
build all their hopes of eternal salvation on theo alone as the 
rock of ages, where complete security can alone be obtained 
from the storms of Divine wTath, the curses of a broken law, 
the fiery darts of the wicked one, and from the miseries of hell. 
Persuade our beloved children and domestics, 0 Jesus, to 
Jlec to thee as the only refuge^ Would to God that ihep 
were enabled, before this day terminates, to sing, Jesus ts 
our refuge attd our Urength : the Lord of hosts is with tis, 
the God of Jacob is our refuge ! 

Wc adore thee, O Lord, as our hope ; thou hast been our 
trust from our youth up. In a period of our days the most 
dangerous, thou didst avert from us many temptations, aud 
deliver from us many snares, which would have otherwise in- 
volved us in destruction. 

Wc adore thcc as the glory and defence of thy Church. In 
her history thou hast most wonderfully displayed thy wisdom, 
thy power, and thy righteousness. Thy righteousness, O God, 
is very high, who hast done great things : O God, who is like 


unto thcc ! 

Now we arc entering upon tljc sacred solemnities of tht 
Sabbath, may we thus resolve with the Psalmist : Our moutn 
shall show forth thy righteousness, and thy salvation all the 
day. We earnestly pray for all the ministers of Christ ; in an 
eminent degree may tlicir mouth show forth the righteousness 
of Immanuel, the only foundation of a sinner’s hope and 
acceptance with God. May they preach with feeling hearts 
upon the salvation which was purchased by the sufferings of 
Christ, and prove the honoured instruments of persu^ing 
many to fall prostrate at our Saviour’s feet. 

Make the Gospel effectual in producing the most blewcd 
effects on all our rulers aud judges and magistrates. Convince 
them that this alone will increase their true greatness, aud 
comfort them on every side. 

Show pity to the aged, and instruct them to pray. Now, 
when I am old and greyheaded, 0 God, fosake me not ; until 
1 have allowed thy strength unto this generation. 

Bless our beloved pastor, and enable him find the people 
with whom we are connected thus to resolve : We will go in 
the strength of the Lord God : we will make mention of thy 
righteousness, even of thine only. Hear us, for Jesus’ sake, 
the glorious Intercessor. Amen. 

Our Father wliich art in heaven, &o. 

3R 


IWBNTY-NINTH WBE«.— 


' . ^ ' -'-r 


CBRIB'^fl EXTENSIVE KINGDOM. 

New CnaUon. Coombes. !• M» 

1 TESUS shall reign where’er the sun 
" iDoes hU successive journeys run ; 

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 

Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

. U Behold the islands with their kings, 

And Europe her best tribute brings ; 

From north to south the princes meet, 

To pay their homage at his feet. 

8 People and realms of every tongue 
Pwell on his love with sweetest song; 

And infant voices shall proclaim 
Their early blessings on his name. 

Watts, Ps. 72 , p. //. 

PSALM LXXII. 

Ch7'i$t*n hleaaed lltirfiu 

^IVE the king thy judgments, O God, and thy righteous- 
ness unto the king’s son. 

2 He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and thy 
poor with judgment. 

.3 Tim mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the 
little hills, by righteousness. 

4 He shall judge the poor of the people, he shall save the 
children of the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor. 

6 Tlicy shall fear thee as long as the sun and moon endure, 
throughout all generations. 

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass : as 
showers that water the earth. 

7 111 his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance 
of peace so long as the moon endureth. 

8 He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from 
the river unto the ends of the earth. 

9 They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him ; 
and his enemies shall lick the dust. 

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring pre- 
sents : the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. 

11 Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations 
•hall serve him. 

12 For he shall deliver the needy when ho crieth ; the poor 
also, and tdm that hath no helper. 

13 He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the 
souls of the needy. 

14 He shall redeem their soul from deceit and violence ; 
and precious shall their blood be in his sight. 

15 And he shall live, and to him sliall be given of the gold 
of Sheba : prayer also shall be made for him continually ; and 
daily §hall he be praised. 

16 There shall be an handful of corn in the earth upon the 
top of the mountains; the fruit thereof shall shake like 
Lebanon : and they of the city shall flourish like gross of the 
earth. 

17 His name shall endure for ever : his name shall be con- 
tinued as long as the sun : and men shall be blessed in him : 
all nations shall call him blessed. 

IB Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only 
doeth wondrous things. 

19 And blessed be his glorious name for ever : and let the 
whole earth be flUed with his glory. Amen, and Amen. 

20 The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended. 


BErLEcnoKs upon Fi^axu Lxm. — The grace of God is the richest 
inheritance which kings can enjoy, and the brightest jewel by which 
iSxvy can be adorned. How copiously was the humanity of Jesus 
fiUM with grace. The Spirit was not given by measure unto him. 
Qfaoe was poured into his lips. No thrones, no governments are 
worthy to be compared with Christ. Ho is omnipotent and able to 
destix^ opparessors, to vindicate his persecuted and afflicted people, 
and to scatter all their enemies as choiF is driven before the whirl- 
glH' 


wind and the tempest Infinite and oouitaiit are tJm bleisliiite 
his mediatorial government, descending on his loving and XoguF 
subjects Hke copious and refreshing showers. **Blasmgs abo^ 
where’er he reigns.” The universality of (hrist's fgaeions Mdgn on 
earth it as certain as that God is, that God is tma* Lot us tilunBfota , 
anticipate with holy joy the universaUty of Chnst^i kingdom, and 
the intelligence, purity, love, harmony, joy, ahd peaoe whiifii shsU 
prevail and reign throughout the habitable globe. It is tma wisdom 
in earthly rulers to bow before his sceptre ; but if they refbm, there 
is no alternative, they must lick the Oust. What is tha history of 
earthly kings ? It is the history of the extinction of dynasties. 
IIow glorious ! Christ’s name, and throne, and kingdom are for aver 
and ever ! 

PRAYER. 

■OATHER, Son, and Holy Ghost, One God, we adore thee 
as the everlasting God, and as dwelling for ever amid the 
splendours of the heavenly world. With feelings of devotion, 
confidence, and love, we would approach the gracious prejmnee 
of our God, and supplicate an interest in the stwe mereies of 
David. 

O Jesus, we adore thee in thine essential and mediatorial 
glory and government. Thou art the eternal Son of the King 
of the universe. Into thine liand all judgment is committed : 
with a sceptre of love thou wilt govern the members of thy 
Church ; and with an iron rod of merited vengeance thou wilt 
punish and destroy thine impenitent foes. In the exercise of 
thy most blessed perfections thou dost reign over thy Church ; 
and thou wilt judge tby people with righteousness, and the 
poor with judgment. Thou knowest the evil purposes formed 
by the wicked against thy people ; and thou wilt confound the 
enemies of thy Church, and accomplish the salvation of thine 
afflicted poor. Thou wilt judge the poor of the people, thou 
wilt save the children of the needy, and shalt break in pieces 
the oppressor. 

Lord Jesus, we acknowledge ourselves as thy subjects, and 
would receive thee as our king. 

Fersnade our dear children to become thy loyal subjects^ 
and to devote the youthful period of their days to thy service 
and honour; even to thee, who art the prince qf the kings 
of the earth. Give our servants grace to become the fait h^ 
fal servants and the loyal subjects of our blessed Lord and 
Saviour. 

As David prayed for Solomon, so we would pray for our 
earthly rulers. Give them thy judgments, O God, and thy 
righteousness unto tlieir offspring. 

Wc pray for all the rulers of the earth. Let that day soon 
arrive when they shall become the subjects of Jesus, and when 
their government shall he regulated by the principles of the 
Gospel. We long and pray for that day, when all kings 
shall bow down before the Redeemer of men, and when ^1 
nations shall abandon the service of idols, and shall render 
their obedience and homage to him who is the everlasting 
Father and the Prince of Peace. 

We rejoice, O Lord, that the Gospel-trumpet has been 
sounded in our land this day, and that the proclamations of 
mercy have been published in other nations. O Lord, send a 
plenteous rain of the Spirits influences. We mourn over 
withered churches and congregations, and over extensive djs« 
tricts of populous provinces, where spiritual barrenness pt^ 
vails. O send the influences of the Spirit, like rain upon tlie 
mown grass, and like showers that water the earGi. 0 seril 
thy blessed Spirit, then there shall be a handful of com. /in 
the earth upou the top of the mountains; then thn fript 
thereof shall shake like Lebanon. ^ 

Into thy hands, O Lord, we Commit our spi|d^ illii 
Hear pur prayers, for Jesus our blessed Savipu^l^scl^ 

Our Father which art in heaven, ftc; , 





T»rBl#t.NiKTft ’WBMK.— M01<i)M MORNtNd. 


aawmm 'ot Amicwow. 

cum. 

t . jpONSIDBE aU my torwws, Lord, 

Md thy dfiliveronce send; 

Ifyjpiil ftir thy falTation fointa, 
when wiU my troubles end ? 

% Tet 1 bare found His good for me 
; ' To beat my Father’s rod : 

AfCotions make me learn thy law, 

And Uto upon my Qod. 

$ This is the comfort I enjoy 
When new distress begins, 

I read thy word, I run thy way, 

And hate my former sins. 

^Tw, Pi, 119, j). XIV. 

2 SAMUEL XV. 

Da/vid fleeing from A haalom. 

A ND there came a messenger to David, saying, The hearts 
^ of the men of Israel are after Absalom. 

14 And David said unto all his servants that were with 
him at Jerusalem, Arise, and let us flee ; for we shall not else 
escape from Absalom: make speed to depart, lest he overtake 
us suddenly, and bring evil upon us, and smite the city with 
the edge of the sword. 

16 And the king's servants said unto the king, Behold, thy 
servants are ready to do whatsoever my lord the king shall 
appoint. 

17 And the king went forth, and all the people after him, 
and tarried in a place that was far off. 

23 And all the country wej)t with a loud voice, and all the 
people passed over. The king also himself passed over the 
brook Kidron, and all the people passed over, toward the way 
of the wilderness. 

24 And lo Zadok also, and all the Levites were with him, 
bearing the ark of the covenant of Qod : and they set down 
the ark of God ; and Abiathar >vent up, until all the people 
had done passing out of the city. 

25 And the king said unto Zadok, Carry back the ark of 
God into the city : if I shall find favour in the eyes of the 
Loan, he will bring me again, and shew me both it, and his 
habitation : 

26 But if he thus say, I have no delight in thee ; behold, 
here am I, let him do to me as scemeth good unto him. 

80 And David went up by the ascent of mount Olivet, and 
wept as he went up, and had liis head covered, and he went 
barefoot : and all the people that %oas with him covered every 
man his head, and they went up, weeping as they went up. 

81 And one told David, saying, Ahithophel is among the 
conspirators with Absalom. And David said, O Loud, I pray 
thee, turn the counsel of Ahitho})hel into foolishness. 

32 And it came to pass, that when David was come to the 
top of the mount, where he worshipped God, Behold, Hushai 
the Archite came to meet him with his coat rent, and earth 
hpon his head : 

88 Unto >hom David said, If thou passest on with me, 
thep thou shalt be a burden unto me. 

84 But if thou return to the city, and say unto Absalom, 
I will be thy servant, O king, as I have been thy father’s ser- 
vaiit; Mtherto, so will I now also be thy servant : then mayest 
thou for me defeat the counsel of Ahithophel. 

85 And hast thou not there with thee Zadok and Abiathar 
the priests? therefore it shall be, that what thing soever thou 
^elt hi!^ out of the king's house, thou shalt tell it to Zadok 

Ahhtthsr the priests. 

: M they have there with them their two ions Ahi- 

ind Jmiathan Abiathar*s $m ; and by them 
: Ti ribdl that ye can hear. 


KBFueerroKS trpoM 2 Bimti jcv.— God in ms sovereignty, fustlco, 
and wisdom, may often send painM messages and communications 
by hiS Providence. But he always sends tho most pleasing, en- 
couraging, and heart-cheering messages by the Gospel of his grace. 
David indeed an unnatural son, firom whom ho had nothing to 
expect but the most severe and barbarous cruelty ! Ho had a heavenly 
Father to whom he looked. From him he hod received tho most 
groat and precious promises ; and in tho diligent use of means ho was 
confident that Qod would assuredly fulfil aU he had spoken, and at 
lost deliver him effectually and triumphantly out of the hand of all 
hia enemies. As Absalom sought his futher’s death, Judas Iscariot 
betrayed his Master into the hands of his enemies, who cruelly put 
him to death. David went weeping over the brook Kidron. A short 
time before our Saviour’s death, in a dark and dreary night of grief, 
ho wont sorrowing over tho some brook. 

PRAYER. 

Ti/T OST merciful and gracious Lord God, we adore thee as 
the unchangeable Jehovah, whom we approach in Jesus' 
name. We find that human iriendship is liable to tho greatest 
change, and that human love is changed for the most violent 
enmity ; but we rejoice that thy love is unchangeable Tove. 
While we mourn over the uncertainty of all human friendship 
and regard, may our hearts be filled with joy unspeakable, that 
thy love is immutable like thyself. Teach us to meditate on 
thy justice as well as thy love. Teach us to look to thy holi- 
ness, that we may learn how abominable sin is in thy sight. 
Teach us to look to thy justice, that we may learn tliou wilt 
by no means clear the guilty. Teach us to look to thy mercy, 
that we may see the infinite disposition and readiness in thy 
mind to forgive transgression through the merit of our 
Saviour’s righteousness. 

We thank a gracious providence that we have been pre- 
served during the past night, and that we are enabled in the 
land of the living to encompass the domestic altar, to present 
our united supplications for mercy, salvation, and heaven. We 
are entering on another day and another week : O may we 
enter upon them under the impression of what we beam in 
thy sacred courts on the Sabbath that is past. In our convei*- 
satioii and our actions may wc really manifest that our pro- 
fession is not hypocrisy, but that wc know and feel and lovo 
the blessed truths of a preached Gospel, and that wo are not 
only hearers but doers of the Word. Holy Spirit, wo earnestly 
pray that this may be the case, 

Wc pray that our hearts and affections mny be placed on 
Christ. Suffer us not to resemble the rebellious Israelites, 
who placed their affections on Absalom in preference to David. 
Prevent us, O Lord, from placing our hearts on lying vanities 
in preference to Christ. Deliver us from the pernicious 
allurements, the promises, the smiles, and tho pleasures of a 
corrupted world. 

Mercifully preserve our dear children from worldly snares. 
On all hands we see these snares around us, by which multu 
tudes are entangled and ruined. May we never see our off^ 
spring carried away by the delusions qf a carnal world. In 


aependence on their Saviour may they overcome the world. 

Deliver us, O Lord, from a murmuring spirit, under the 
afflicting hand of God. Give us a proper, submissive feeling 
under the afflictions of life. May we ever sec the wise, the 
just, and the good hand of our heavenly Father in all , our 
afflictions. May we rejoice that, though man4is born to 
trouble as the sparks fly upward, it is a truth we have from 
the voice of inspiration, as well as experience. Whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth. Daily may we remember the afflictions 
which our Saviour cndt|red, and may this remembrance be 
rendered more impressive bv what we. have now read of 
David's sufferings as a type of Christ, 
j Graciously hear our ^yers, and forgive our sins, for Jesuit 
sake, llie Lamb who was i^n. Amen and amen. 

3x2 826 



TWENTY-NINTH WEBK,~MONDAY EVENINO. 


CnillSTIAN PATIENCE. 


bent from the Uod ot power and love, 
B^j-broissivo to its Father’s hand, 

As through the wilds of life wo rove. 

2 By patience we serenely bear 
The troubles of our mortal state, 

And wait contented our discharge, 

Kor think our glory comes too late. 

3 Though wc, in full sensation, feel 

The wciglit, the wounds, our God ordains, 
We smile amid our heaviest woes, 

And triumph in our sharpest pains. 


Giohons. 


ACTS XXIV. 

PumTs a cauation and Defence. 

A nd after five days Ananias the high priest descended with 
the elders, and with a certain orator named Tertullus, 
who informed the governor against Paul. 

3 And when he was called forth, Tertullus began to accuse 
Atm, saying, Seeing that by thee wc enjoy great quietness, 
and that very worthy deeds are done unto this nation by tliy 
providence, 

8 We accept it always, and in all places, most noble Felix, 
with all thankfulness. 

4 Notwithstanding, that I be not further tedious unto thee, 
I pray thee, that thou wouldest hear us of thy clemency a 
few words. 

5 For we have found this man a pestilent fellov), and a 
mover of sedition among all the Jews throughout the world, 
and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes : 

6 Who also hath gone about to profane the temple : whom 
we took, and would have judged according to our law. 

7 But the chief captain Lysias came upon us, and with 
great violence took Aim away out of our hands, 

8 Commanding his accusers to come unto thee: by ex- 
amining of whom thyself mayest take knowledge of all these 
things, whereof we accuse him. 

9 And the Jews also assented, saying that these things 
were so. 

^ 10 Then Paul, after that the governor had beckoned unto 
him to speak, answered. Forasmuch as I know that thou hast 
been of many years a judge unto this nation, I do the more 
cheerfully answer for myscTf : 

11 Because that thou mayest understand, that tliere arc yet 
but twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem for to worship. 

13 And they neither found me in the temple disputing with 
any man, neither raising up the people, neitlier in the syna- 
gogues, nor in the city : 

13 Neither can they prove the tilings whereof they now 
accuse me. 

14 But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which 
they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing 
all things which are written in the law and in the prophets : 

15 And have hope toward God, which they themselves alsq 
allow, that there snail be a resurrection of the dead, both of 
the just and unjust. 

16 And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a con- 
science void of offence toward God, and toward men. 

17 Now after many years I came to bring alms to my 
nation, and offerings. 

18 Whereupon certain Jews from Asia found me purified in 
the temple, neither with multitude, nor with tumult, 

19 Who ought to have been here before thee, and object, if 
th^ had ought against me. 

20 Or cliw let these same here say, if they have foimd any 
evil doing in me, while 1 stood before the council, 

21 Except it be for this one voice, that I cried standing. 


among them, Touching the resarrection of the dead X am 
called in question by you this day, 

Reflections upon Acts xxiv. — ^Tho rulers of the Jewish Ohuteh 
thirsted for the death of Christ. Not yet satiated, they thirsted &r 
the blood, and longed for the death, and strove haid for the destmo- 
tion of his faithfhl servants. They vainly attempted to destroy the 
lovely plant of Christianity in its early growth ; and to extin^ish 
the fire of Christian truth as it began to shed the pleasing lustre of 
its heavenly beams upon a miserable and benighted world* In the 
Apostle’s haughty and unjust accusers, wo have an affecting illustra- 
tion of that inspired declaration, ** The carnal mind is enmity against 
God, is not subject to tho law of God ; and neither indeed can be.? 
What a difference betwixt Paul’s accusers and himself. Their plea 
was founded on falsehood, injustico, and malice; his was fiimly 
fixed on the basis of truth. What a comfort ! believers can look on 
all their accusers and exclaim, ^^Who shall lay anything to the 
charge of God’s elect ? It is God who justifioth.” 

PRAYER. 

0 LORD, tliou art the infinite Jehovah, whose existence 
was before all worlds, and whose being is essential. Thou 
art the creator of the heavens and the earth, and all things 
visible and invisible were made by thee. Thou didst experience 
ineffable delight in bringing all things into existence: and, 
tliough sin has accomplished the most melancholy effects in 
some parts of thy dominions, none of thy plans have been 
deranged, and none of thy purposes have been overturned. 
Thou art the God and Father of our Lord Jesus' Christ ; and 
wc rejoice that in and through him thou art the God of all 
mercy, consolation, and goodness. Through Jesus, as the way 
of Divine appointment, we, a company of sinners and unworthy 
petitioners, now approach thee, to present our evening prayer. 
Grant, Holy Spirit, that this our prayer may come up before 
thee as the incense, and the lifting up of our hands os the 
evening sacrifice. 

Another day proclaims thy goodness ; and wc desire, 0 thou 
Fbuntain of never-failing benevolence and kindness, to thank 
thee for thy preserving mercy, and the continued supply of 
those temporal comforts which are necessary for maintaining 
our lives. We thank thee that we are not prevented bpr 
disease or any other cause from meeting together on this 
solemn yet joyful occasion, to fall down in grateful homage 
before thy throne, to adore thy majesty and supplicate thy 
grace. 

Extend to us, thy creatures, thy subjects, and tby children, 
thy providential and watchful cate this night. May the con- 
viction that thine eye is upon us and thino arm around us 
make us lie down in peaceful security, placing implicit and 
filial confidence in thee our God. 

Bless to us what we have now read of the unjust accusa- 
tions brought against thy faithful and beloved servant, O 
that wc possessed the spirit wliich animated thine apostle, and 
the hallowed fortitude which enlivened liis heart in the tiying 
hour. When we are brought to the trying hour, may wc not 
be suffered to faint in the day of advei^sity/ Teach us to 
remember with suitable emotions the sufferings Jesus endured, 
and the keen shafts of reproach which entered his sovd and 
drank up his spirit. Holy Jesus, if we should be ever called, 
make us willing to suffer reproach for thee^ May we consider 
no hardship too g^cat, and no privation too severe, as a testi- 
mony of our love to Jesus, who endured the cross and despised 
the shame for us. 

Divine Redeemer, captivate the hearts cf our dear cUldren^ 
and from henceforth may they become thy faittfvl servants* 

0 comfort the aged with the joys of salvation and the hopes 
of heaven. 

Mercifully hear our prayers, and forgive our muliiidted' 
offences, for Jetua^ sake, our Lord and Saviour,^ Amelia 


TWENTY-NINTH MORNING. 


CHHtST THB TRUB BRIBNB. 
Nwf.JMMem* SMM, Kiiyji^ridgt* 

1 !pOOB, \rcak, and worthless, tnough I am, 
^ 1 have a rich almighty Friend ; 

Jeauf, the Saviour, is his name : 

He freely loves, and without end. 

2 He ransomed me f^m hell with blood ; 

And, by his power^ my foes controlled : 

He found me wandering far fVom Qod, 

And brought me to his chosen fold. 

He cheers my heart, my wants supplies, 

And says that I shdl shortly be 
Enthroned with him above the skies : 

Oh ! what a friend is Christ to me ! 


2 SAMUEL XVI. 


Nkwton. 


Shimei cuning JDavid* 

A ND when David was a little past the top of the hill, bc- 
hold, Ziba the servant of Mephibosheth met him, with 
a couple of asses saddled, and upon them two hundred loaves 
of bread, and an hundred bunches of raisins, and an hundred 
of summer fruits, and a bottle of wine. 

2 And the king said unto Ziba, What meanest thou by 
these ? And Ziba said, The asses be for the king’s household 
to ride on ; and the bread and summer fruit for the young 
men to eat ; and the wine, that such as be faint in the wilder- 
ness may drink. 

3 And the king said, And where is thy master’s sou? And 
Ziba said unto the king, Behold, he abideth at Jerusalem : for 
he said. To day shall the house of Israel restore me the king- 
dom of my father. 

4 Then said the king to Ziba, Behold, thine are all that per- 
tained unto Mephibosheth. And Ziba said, I humbly beseech 
thee that I may find grace in thy sight, my lord, O king. 

6 And when king David came to Bahurim, behold, thence 
came out a man of the family of the house of Saul, whose name 
was Shimei, the son of Gera : he came forth, and cursed still 
as lie came. 

6 And he cast stones at David, and at all the servants of 
king David : and all the people and all the mighty men were 
on his right hand and on his left. 

7 And thus said Shimei when he cursed. Come out, come 
out, thou bloody man, and thou man of Belial ; 

8 The Loud hath returned upon thee all the blood of the 
house of Saul, in whose stead thou hast reigned; and the 
Lord hath delivered the kingdom into the hand of Absalom 
thy son : and, behold, thou art taken in thy mischief, because 
thou art a bloody man. 

9 Then said Abishai the son of Zeruiah unto the king. Why 
should this dead dog curse my lord the king ? let me go over, 
I pray thee, and take off his head. 

10 And the king said, What have I to do with you, ye 
sons of Zeruiah ? so let him curse, because the Loud hath 
said upto him, Curse David. Who shall then say, Wherefore 
hast thou done so? 

11 AndJDavid said to Abishai, and to all his servants. Be- 
hold, my son, which came forth from my bowels, seeketh my 
life ; how much more now may this Benjamite do it ? let him 
alone, and let him curse; for the Lord .hath bidden him. 

12 It may be that the Lord will look on mine affiiction, 
and that the Lord will requite me good for his cursing this day. 

13 And as David and his men went by the way, Shimei 
went along on the hill’s side over against him, and cursed as 
he went, waA threw stones at him, and cast dust. 

14 And the king, and all the people that were with him, 
came wearv. and mreshed themselves there. 


came weary, and rmreshed themselves there 

16 And Absalom^ and all the people the men of Israel, 
name to Jerusalem, and Abithophel with him. 


Rrflectioks inPOR 2 Baicubl xvi. — Every sin is batofid; bui 
there is something peculiarly hateful, and even loathsome in the sin 
of hypocritical deception, when tho vilest purposes arc concealed 
under the fairest and moat ogreeablo professions. Of this sin, Ziba 
was a most repulsive example. And tho hateful name of this de- 
ceiver is held up to our view, on the pages of inspiration, to excite 
our abhorrence of his sin, and that we may take warning, and most 
carefully avoid its commission. Ziba, not satisfied with lying to 
aggrandise his own interest, and gain tho favour and patronage of 
the king, attempts to ruin a kind roaster, to whom ho owed the 
most unfeigned thankfulness, and the most devoted, affectionate, and 
faithful obedience. Truly, ‘Gying lips are an abomination to the 
Lord.” If lying to promote the temporal interests of a friend is 
offensive to God, peculiarly offensive to a God of truth and of 
mercy must be those falsehoods which spring from envj' and male- 
volence, and which ore uttered to accomplioh the ruin of the unsus- 
pecting and tho innocent ! 


PRAYER. 

O THOU Hearer of prayer, we desire to approach thy sacred 
presence under a deep sense of thine immaculate holiness 
and of our sinfulness and guilt. Thou art of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity, neither shall sin dwell in thy presence. We 
acknowledge that, in the sufferings and deatli of tliy well-be- 
lovcd Son, tliou hast shown, in the greatest possible form, thine 
infinite hatred of sin. Blessed Jesus, the great object of thy 
merciful mis.sion to our world was to take away sin, and to 
bring in an everlasting righteousness. As this was the great 
end of thy humiliation and death, we earnestly pray that thou 
wouldst look down upon us as a family : make us a holy family, 
purify us \into thyself as a peculiar people, and make us zealous 
of good works. We long for an inward and universal change. 
Create us anew in Christ Jesus : and as an evidence that this 
blessed, spiritual change is begun, may we liunger and thirst 
after righteousness. 

Wc thank a gracious Providence for the mercies of the post 
night. Wc praise thee that we were not found on our beds 
numbered with the dead. Assist us in all the duties of the 
day. Wliether wc arc engaged in the things of time or in 
those of eternity, may we show that we are under the influence 
of the Holy Spirit. As holiness to the Lord was written 
upon the mitre of the high-priest under the law, may holiness 
TO THE Lord be written on this house, and upon the heart 
and life of every member of tins family. 

Mat/ HOLINESS TO THE LoRD be written upon the hearts of 
our beloved children, TVe earnestly pray that they may be 
washed and sanctified and justified, in the name cf the l^rd 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God, 

Bless to us, O Lord, the ordinance of reading thy sacred 
word. May wc ever find thy word a well of salvation, and 
may we draw water with joy out of this well every day of our 
mortal existence. 

We have now read of the cruel and unjust treachciw of 
Ziba, one of David’s pretended friends ; may what wc iiave 
read teach us to avoid falsehood in all its liateful varieties. 
Lord preserve us from a lying and backbiting tongue; and 
may wc never be left to fall into the sin of emoloying our 
tongue to the injury of others. Bless to us the affecting 
account we have now heard of tho conduct of Shimei. We 
bless God that, amid all the afflictions we have met with in 
our journeying state, we have met with no calamities equal to 
those which David experienced, when, with dust upon his 
head, he was assailed with the execrations of the enraged 
Shimei. 

Give us a lively faith in the realities of the heavenly state. 
When tried with the storms of life, may we think of the joys 
of heaven. Graciously hear our feeble prayers, for Jesus’ 
sake, who suffered and died for us. Amen. 
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TWENTY-NINTH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 



FXUX TtlEMBLlNa. 

RwMU Brook StrtoU Tunkridffe. c. ii* 

1 CEE Felix, clothed with pomp and power, 

^ See his resplendent bride, 

Attend to hear a prisoner preach 
The Saviour crucified. 

2 He well describes who Jesus was, 

His glories and his love, 

How he obeyed and bled below. 

And reigns and pleads above. 

3 Felix up starts, and trembling cries, 

Go for this time away ; 

1^11 hear thee on those points again 
On some convenient day. 

4 Attention to the words of life 

Lot Felix thus adjouni; 

Lord ! let us make these solemn tniths 
Our first and last concern. 

V NON. 

ACTS XXIV. 

Felix tremUing, 

A ND after certain days, when Felix came with his wife 
Drusilla, wliich was a Jewess, lie sent for Paul, and 
heard him concerning the faith in Christ. 

25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and 
judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thv way 
for this time ; when I have a convenient season, I will call 
for thee. 

26 He hoped also that money should have been given him 
of Paul, that he might loose him : wherefore he sent for him 
the oftencr, and communed with him. 

27 But after two years Porcius Festus came into Felix’ 
room : and Felix, willing to show the Jews a pleasure, left 
Paul bound. 

CHAP. XXV. 

Paul ajyptah to Ccetar, 

TVTOW when Festns was comv? into the j)rovince, after three 
days he ascended from CaLvaim to Jerusalem. 

2 Then the high priest and the chief of the Jews informed 
him against Paul, and besought him, 

8 And desired favour against him, that lie would send fur 
him to Jerusalem, laying wait in the way to kill him. 

4 But Festus answered, that Paul should be kept at Caesarea, 
and that he himself would depart shortly thither, 

5 Let them therefore, said he, which among you are able, 
go down with me, and accuse this man, if there be any wicked- 
ness in him. 

6 And when he had tan’ied among them more than ten 
days, he went down unto Caesarea ; and the next day sitting on 
the judgment-scat commanded Paul to be brouglit. 

7 And when he was come, the Jews which came down from 
Jerusalem stood round about, and laid many and grievous 
complaints against Paul, which they could not prove. 

8 While he answered for himself, Neither against the law 
of the Jews, neither against the temple, nor yet against Caesar, 
have I offended any thing at all. 

9 But Festus, willing to do the Jews a pleasure, answered 
Paul, and said, Wilt thou go up to Jerusalem, and there be 
judged of these things before me ? 

10 Then said Paid, I stand at Caesar’s judgment-seat, where 
I ought to bo judged : to the Jews have I done no wrong, as 
thou very well knowest, 

11 For, if I be an offender, or have committed any thing 
worthy id death, 1 refuse not to die : but if there be none of 
these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me 
unto them. I appeal unto Csssar. 

enf? 


EErtECTioiTB upojf AcTs XXIV., xxT.— The hearts rf all ? 

within the reach of Divine influence. God can imjaess^ wSLtJm ] 
mind of a Pagan prince, as that of a Christiaa rubr, That be. ; . 

a peculiarity of the blessedness of millennial days. The minda of Iflt j 
the nilers of the earth shall be under the sanctify^ and | 

influence of Gospel truth.*’ In a way, and at a time^ the nioit tm- ! 
expected, Paul found the accomplishment of the protniso, that “Be ^ 
should speak before governors and kings.” We see, in the extra- j. 
ordinary effect which the preaching of Paul produced up m . the 
mind of Felix, the truth of that inspired statement, ** The .Word of 
God is quick and powerful, and sharper than ahy two-edged sword.” ; 
It is solemn to stand before an earthly tribnn^ but how infinitely , 
solemn the thought, We must all appear before the judgment-seab . 
of Christ.” , 

PEAYER. J 

W E desire, O Lord, at the close of another day, to fall 
prostrate before thy throne of grace, and to unite with 
heavenly hosts in ascribing to thee glory, honour, thanksgiv- 
ings and praise. Most glorious and merciful Lord God, thou 
art infinitely worthy of the adoration, love, and homi^ of all 
thine intelligent subjects, for thou hast created all things, and 
for thy pleasure they are and were created. 

Wc bless thee, O Lord, for our creation, and that thou hast 
given us souls rational and immortal. Thou bast made us 
only a little lower than the angels ; and by the humanity of 
thine own eternal Son thou hast raised our nature far above 
that of angels. We rejoice that Jesus in our nature, as the in- 
carnate Divinity, is seen in the midst of the throne, and is now 
receiving the joyful adorations of the countless millions of 
tlic new Jerusalem. May it be the happiness of all who are 
now bowing the knee before thcc, to join the ransomed 
myriads in the heavenly world, in the lofty exercises of the 
ccuestial temple. 

Wc thank thee for the opportunity now emoyed of reading 
thy holy Word. May we ever feel impressed with the truth, 
riiat wc are really addressed in thy sacred Word. Ever may 
this divine ordinance be accompanied with divine influence* 

O let not thy word return unto thee void ! 

We thank thcc for a preached Gospel, and that it is our 
blessed privilege to hear from the mouth of thy commissioned 
servants the message which makes known the faith of Jesus 
Christ. Open our eyes to see that wc have no righteousness 
of our own, and therefore that wc stand in need of the right- 
eousness of another to obtain acceptance with God, who is a 
God of righteousness, and whef can by no means clear the 
guilty without a righteousness of boundless worth. Give each 
one of us tiith, by which wc shall receive Jesus in all his 
meritorious and gracious fulness, and ever look upon him and 
rejoice in him as the Lord our righteousness. 

Take our dear children, and convince them of their lost and 
ruined situation by the fall of Adam, and by their own irans^ 
gressions. Give them and our servants a longing desire for the 
righteousness of Christ, and clothe them with that comely rdbfu 
May all of us know practically that temperance pf which 
Paul reasoned. Enable us to avoid every unlawful and for- 
bidden pleasure; and to avoid the sinful use of lawful enjoy- 
ments. May we live above the world in all its pbjeotf, 
pursuits, smiles, promises, and pleasures. Lord, jmpare Ui 
for a judgment to come. May the prospect of that solej^u 
and glorious day fill us with joy and not with grief, 0 staffer 
us not, like Felix, to delay the day of salvation. May We 
improve the present time, which is the most convenient 
for embracing Jesus as our Saviour, and committing Otar smdff - 
to his care, in the prospect of a jut^ent to come* 

Forgive the sins and bless the duties of the day^ we 
enjoy the kind protection of our God thit night, imd 
forted with refreshing sleep. May our evening 
accepted through Jesus, our Lord and Savioinr* Amei^ I 


'•rWENTY-NINTH W^K.--WEftKBSIUY JHOBNINO. 


T«$ fiOKVIKGKP BlNNlfiH. 

Piumimii, Jh^hnSitwmi» 

1 jLrSRB^ tiord! mv soul couTioted stands 
Of breaking all tby ten oommands j 
And on mo justly mightst thou pour 
Thy wrath m one eternal shower. 

3 But thahki to God, its loud alarms 
Heto warned me of approaching harms, 
And now, O Lord, my wants I see ,* 

Lost cmd undone, I come to thee. 

3 I see my fig-loaf righteousness 
Can ne’er thy broken law redress; 

Yet, in thy gospel plan, I see 
There’s hope of pardon e’en for rno. 

4 Hero I behold thy wonders, Lord ! — 
How Christ hath to thy law restored 
Those honours, on the atoning day, 
Which guilty sinners took away. 


2 SAMUEL XVII. 

Tlte Counsel of Ahithophel defeated • 

; jlTOREOVER, Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Let me 
' -d-LL now choose out twelve thousand men, and I will arise 
and pursue after David this night : 

2 And I will come upon him while he is weary and w'(iak- 
handed, and will make him afraid ; and all the people that are 
with him shall flee ; and I will smite? the king only ; 

8 And I will bring back all the people unto thee ; the man 
whom thou seckest is as if all returned : so all the p(!ople shall 
be in peace. 

4 And the saying pleased Absalom well, and all the ciders 
of Israel. 

6 Then said Absalom, Call now Husbai the Arcliite also, 
and let us hear likewise what he saith. 

6 And when Uushai was come to Absalom, Absalom spake 
unto him, saying, Aliitboplicl liiiili spoken after this manner : 
shall we do c^ter his saying? if not; speak Hum. 

7 And Hushai said unto Absalom, The counsel that Alii- 
thophcl hath given is not good at this time. 

8 For, said Hushai, thou kiiowcst thy father and his men, 
ihat they be mighty men, and they be eliafcd in their minds, 
as a bear robbed of her whelps in the field : and thy father is 
a man of war, and will not lodge with the jxiople. 

9 Behold, he is hid now in some pit, or in some o^Aer 
place : and it will come to pass, when some of them be over- 
thrown at the first, that whosoever heareth it will say, There 
is a slaughter among the people that follow Absalom. 

10 And he also that is valiant, whose heart is as the heart 
of a lion, shall utterly melt: for all Israel kuoweth that thy 
father is a mighty man, and they which be with him are 

. valiant men. 

11 Therefore, I counsel that all Israel be generally gathered 
imto thee, from Dan even to Becr-sheba, as the sand that is 

the sea for multitude ; and' that thou go to battle in thine 
own person. 

12 So shall w'e come upon him in some place where ho 
•hall be found; and we will light upon him as the dew falleth 

the ground : and of him and of all the men that are with 
hhlk thore shall not be left so much as one. 

16 Moreover, if he be gotten into a city, then shall Israel 
luring r^pes to that city, and we will draw it into the river, 
be not one small stone found there. 

14 And Abiilom and all the men of Israel said. The coun- 
#1 irf lios^id the Andiite Ui better than the counsel of Alii- 
For the Loan had appointed to defeat the good 
to the intent that the Loud might 
J^ng i'nl open Abwom. 


RsfLiCTioire uroK 3 Samuel xvn.— Unavailing and vain was the 
talented counsel of Ahithophel to accomplish the destruction of his 
kind and generous royal master, and once confidential friend. If 
we are in the hollow of God’s hand— if wo have his truth for our 

shield and buckler — if we ore under the wings of his omnipotence 

who can do us injury f Surely, it was under the immediate influence 
of God’s wise and sovoroign power Absalom wished to hear the 
counsel of Hushai, David’s concealed friend, in addition to the coun- 
sel of Ahithophel, now David’s open enemy. This was the doing of 
God alone to preserve the life of David, the object of his love, and 
ultimately to defeat the purpose, and to accomplish the confusion 
and destruction of the enemies of his persecuted and afflicted servant. 
God is a very present help to his people in the time of trouble. If 
men’s plans and malice and rage ore like the waves of the tempes- 
tuous ocean, God says, Hitherto shalt thou come, ajad no fiu’thor.” 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD, thou art the only wise God, and with the utmost 
^ ease thou dost turn the counsels a!id devices of thine 
enemies headlong. Thou art the God of love, and we rejoice 
that thou hast given the richest and the most blessed mani- 
festations of tby love, in tho plan of salvation contrived by 
thy wisdom, and in the person of tliy Son, whom thou didst 
send into our sinful world to accomplish salvation by bis 
sufferings and death. What reason have we to bless and 
praise tliee, that thou hast given us tby well-beloved Son to 
be a propitiation for our sins, and to conduct us by his doc- 
trine in that way which leads to heaven and immortality I 
Exalted Saviour, we rejoice tliat thou hast risen from, the 
dead as the first-fruits of them wlio sleep in tlie dust, and as 
the security that the bodies of all tby people shall awake from 
the tomb on the morning of that day when the Divine Father 
shall make up his jewels. 

Wc desire to feel humbled before God, on account of tho 
corruptions of our hearts and tlic errors of our life. What 
reason have we to exclaim. Woe unto us, for we have sinned 1 
If there arc any of our beloved family now before thee not 
yet convinced of sin, Lord, open their eyes, that they may see 
their sinfulness, their guilt, their numerous and hateful cor- 
ruptions, and tlie constant danger to which tliey are exposed, • 
standing on the brink of eternity, 'svithout the slightest hope 
of eternal blessedness. Mercifully awake them out of their 
spiritual slumbers, and pour out upon them a spirit of sup- 
plication, that they may cry to .Jesus for mercy to be delivered 
from the wrath to come. 

Affect our minds deeply with the account wc have now 
read of the treachery of Ahitbopliel, and tlie monstrous rebel- 
lion of Absalom. O preserve us from the treachery of false 
friends, and suffer us not to trust in the friendship of men. 
Convince us of the greatness of the sin of trusting in man, or of 
preferring an arm of flesh before the arm of omnipotent grace. 
Lord, teach us to improve the treachery of false friends. May 
we be thereby instructed to place implicit confidence in our 
Divine Redeemer, who is tho friend that sticketh closer than 
any brother, and whose love is unchanging as his nature. 

Impress on the minds of our children the history of the 
rehetlion^ the cruelty^ and the crimes of Absalom, May his 
conduct convince them of the great enormity of the sin of 
disobedience to parents. 

Glory to thy name, O Lord, that, when crafty plans are 
laid for the injury of thv saints and for the hurt of thy 
Church, thine eye is watching the actions of thine enemies, 
and thy wisdom is employed in arranging effectual means for 
confounding all their schemes and blasting all their efforts. 

Accept of our thanks for the mercies of another night, and 
graciously be our God and our guide through the whole of 
this day. Hear our pnyrers, and forgive our sins, for Jesus’ 
sake, our only Saviour. Amen. 


TWENTY-NINTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


THE EIGHTEOUS BELOVED OF OOD. 

(M England* Athlone. AngePt JIgmn. 

1 T^Y refuge is the God of love; 

ItX 'yniy do my foes insult and cry, 

Fly like a timorous, trembling dove, 

To distant woods or mountains fly ? 

2 If government be all destroyed, 

(That firm foundation of tlieir peace,) 

And violence make justice void, 

"Where shall the righteous seek redrt'ss ? 

8 The Lord in heaven has fixed his throne, 

His eye surveys the world below ; 

To him all mortal things arc known. 

His eyelids search our si)irit8 througli. 

4 If he afliicts his saints so far, 

To i)rove their love, and try their grace, 

What may the bold transgressors fear? 

His very soul abhors their ways. Watts, Ps* 1?. 


ACTS XXV. 

Paid before A tp'ipi^a and Peafns* 

A nd after certain days, king Agrippa and Bernice came 
unto Caesarea to salute Festus. 

14 And when they Jiad been there many days, Festus de- 
clared Paul’s cause unto the king, saying, There is a certain 
man left in bonds by Felix : 

15 About whom, when I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests 
and the ciders of the Jews informed me, desiring lo have judg- 
ment against him. 

16 To whom 1 answered, It is not the manner of the 
Homans to deliver any man to die, before that he which is 
accused have the accusers face to face, and have license to 
answer for himself concerning the crime laid against him. 

17 Therefore, when they were come hitlier, without any 
delay on the morrow I sat on the judgment-seat, and com- 
manded the man to be brought forth, 

18 Against whom when the accusers stood up, they brought 
none accusation of such things as I supposed : 

19 But had certain questions against him of their own 
superstition, and of one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul 
affirmed to be alive. 

20 And because I doubted of such manner of questions, I 
asked him whether he would go to Jerusalem, and there be 
judged of these matters. 

21 But when Paul had appealed to 1)6 reserved unto the 
hearing of Augustus, I commanded him to be kept till I 
might send him to Caesar. 

22 Then Agrippa said to Festus, I would also hear the man 
myself. To morrow, said he, thou shalt hear him. 

23 And on the morrow, wlicn Agrippa was come, and Ber- 
nice, with great pomp, and was entered into the place of hear- 
ing, with the chief captains, and principal men of the city, at 
Festus’ commandment Paul was brought forth. 

24 And Festus said, King Agrippa, and all men which arc 
here present with us, ye sec this man, about whom all the 
multitude of the Jews have dealt with me, both at Jerusalem, 
and aho here, crying that he ought not to live any longer, 

25 But when I found that ho had committed nothing worthy 
of death, and that he himself hath appealed to Augustus, I 
have determined to send him. 

20 Of whom I have no certain thing to write unto my lord. 
Wherefore I have brought him forth before you, and specially 
befene thee, 0 king Agrippa, that, after examination had, 1 
might have somewhat to write. 

27 For it seemeth to me unreasonable to send a prisoner, 
and not withal to signify the crimes laid against liim. 

400 


Bbflbotioks tPOK Acts xxv.-^Was Paul a Misoaorbelm 
He occupied a more honourable place than the befDfa whom ha 
appeared. Agrippa shone in royal robes ; but the chaiis with whioh 
Paul was bound was more honourable than the golden diadem 
which encircled the monarch’s head. V^at a contrast Paul 
arraigned before the tribunal of an earthly king, and Paul in beavUn 
arrayed in robes of light before the throne of the Xing of kingt! 
Paul was in bonds for Christ, and his Gospel. Christ, was in bonds 
for us. Ho was a prisoner before Pilate, a prisoner on . the cross, 
and a prisoner in the grave. Glory to God in the highest ! he has 
come from prison and from judgment; ho has come to set hm people ' 
free, ^^to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison-door to them that are bound.” Paul rejoiced to be a pruibnor ' 
for Christ. Our Jesus came from heaven to earth, on wings of 
love, to purchase our freedom by his bondage. Have we to 
Jesus, the mighty and merciful Deliverer, to set us fbee ? 

praye£ 

W E adore thee, O Jesus, as the Wonderful, the Counsellor, 
the everlasting Father, and the Prince of peace. Thpu 
art the Lord of life and of glo^: Thou art the light of life : and 
now we desire, after the duties an(i engagements of another 
day, and before retiring to enjoy from our God the blessings 
of rest and repose, to dedicate ourselves to thee, that we may 
be thy faithful disciples all our days,. and at the close of life to 
be able with tliy faithful servant and Apostle to exclaim. Wo 
have fought the good fight, we have finished our course, we 
have kept the faith. 

What reason have we to lament that our obedience to the 
commands of our God and Saviour has been so defective, 
irregular, and inconstant ! We confess that, in our obedience 
and profession wc have had much formality and little zeal. 
May wo rejoice, 0 Jesus, that we are under the government 
of so gracious and Divine a prince, and that we arc under laws 
60 wise, just, and merciful. Now we would surrender our 
wills to thine ; and we supplicate grace, that we may cleave to 
thy law with genuine love and ardent afiection. And in all 
our acts of obedience may we be sweetly constrained by the 
love of Christ, and find that our service nows from a principle 
of lively faith. 

Give us grace to admire the character and imitate the 
example of thy devoted servant of whom we have now read. 
We have not, like him, been called to suffer bonds and im- 
prisonment for Christ. Breathe upon us that Divine influence 
by which we would consider ourselves highly honoured and 
blessed, if we should be counted worthy to suffer, and even to 
die, for the sake of Christ. As we are not called to testify 
our love to Jesus by suffering for him, may we never forget 
that we are called to testify our love by serving him. May 
wc never be unwilling, but rather may we be ever ready, to 
suiTcndcr to Jesus all we are and have, to advance his cause 
and glorify his name. 

Let the minds of our dear children be voarmed with the 
love of Christ in their early days* 0 let the ardour of youth 
be associated with the ardour of piety ; and may they now 
acknowledge themselves the willing servants of Immanuel* 

We have heard of the malice of Jewish priests against thy 
servant and Apostle. Wc lament that so many hypocrites 
have obtruded themselves into the ministerial oflSce, an3 have 
profaned its sacred functions by their impiety and ctitnai. 
Lord, change the hearts of graceless minsters. 
either be thrust out of the ofi^ of which they oxo unwonhy, 
or may they be converted in it, an^ thus become the warm 
advocates of that Gospel which they now hate. * ' ^ ; 

We thank thee for the mercies we have richly eiqoyed lAm 
day, and we would retire to rest under the conviottoa that we 
are the objects of thy gracious care. We Humbly simplioate 
an answer to our prayers, for Jesus' sake, our God and SaviMr. 
Amen< - 



hoening. 


BX4TI1 AND NTEIiNlTT. 

IjM# ChwtK. CSMwdL Lmdom. 

31 IMp^ tboTiglitSi that often mount tho skies, 
AT4 (Jo search the world boneoth, 

' 'Wlien^ nature all in min lies, 

And owns her sovereign — Death. 

i But where the souls, — those deathless things, 
dthat left their dying clay ? 

My thoughts, now stretch out all your wings^ 
And trace eternity. 

3 us. Lord! for thy right hand ! 

TOion come the joyful day ; 

Come, Death, and some celestial band. 

To bear our souls away 1 


c. 


W4TS(U 


2 SAMUEL XVIII. 

XbacUorn't Death, 

A NO David numbered the people that were with him, and 
set captains of thousands and captains of hundreds over 
them, 

2 And David sent forth a third part of the people under the 
hand of Joab, and a third part under the hand of Abishai the 
son of Zeruiah, JoaVs brother, and a third part under the 
hand of Ittai tho Gittite. 

5 And the king commanded Joab and Abishai and Ittai, 
saying, Deal gently for my sake with the young man, evtm 
with Absalom. And all the people heard when the king gave 
all the captains charge concerning Absalom. 

6 So the people went out into the field against Israel : and 
the battle was in the wood of Ephraim ; 

7 Where the people of Israel were slain before the servants 
of David, and them was there a great slaughter that day of 
twenty thousand men, 

8 For the battle was there scattered over the face of all the 
country : and tho wood devoured more people jthat day than 
the sword devoured. 

9 And Absalom met the servants of* David. And Absalom 
rode upon a mule, and the mule went under the thick boughs 
of a great oak, and his head caught hold of the oak, and he 
waa taken up between the heaven and the earth ; and the 
mule that was under him went away. 

10 And a certain man saw it, and told Joab, and said, 
behold, I saw Absalom hanged in an oak. 

11 And Joab said unto the man that told him, And, behold, 
thou sawest him, and why didst thou not smite him there to 
the ground? and I would have given thee ten shekels of 
silver, and a girdle. 

12 And the man said unto Joab, Though I should receive 
a thousand shekels cf silver in mine hand, yet would I not put 
forth mine hand against the king’s sou : for in our hearing the 
Idng charged thee and Abishai and Ittai, saying. Deware that 
npne the young man Absalom. 

18 Otherwise I should have wrought falsehood against mine 
own life: for there is no matter hid from the king, and thou 
thyself wouldest have set thyself against me, 

l4 Hien said Joab, I may not tarrv thus with thee. Auu 
he took three darts in his hand, and throat them through the 
of Absalom, while he was yet alive in the midst of 
Ikepak. 

. 19 Aitj3 ten young men that bare Joab’s armour compassed 
isbc^ti shk^ Absalom, and idew him. 

16 Ajnd Joab bletr the trumpet, and the people returned 

9^ aftier Israel : for Joab held back the people. 

17 And titejr tocdc. Absalom, and cast him into a great pit 

and laid a vmy ^at heap of atones upon him ; 
brael dad evmy one to his tent. 


EEWBomiw vpoa 2 Samuel xvm,— David’s alHiotiona wem nume- 
rbU 0 ; but in his afflictions he had numerous friends ready to be the 
instruments of his deliverance, and, if necessary, to lay down their 
lives for his sake. ^ At all times Mends are valuable ; but in the 
time of trial, affliction, and sorrow, their value cannot be calculated. 
What a spectacle of disappointed ambition, of a miserable, trngical, 
shameful death — tho death of Absalom, the rebellious son, tho in- 
tended parricide and regicide, on whom foil tho indignation of 
Jehovah, like a burning thunderbolt from the sky ! Wlien wo die, 
may wo fall asleep in peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ! 


PEAYER. 

TTOLY Spirit, graciously communicate to us thy divine 
influence, by which we shall be enabled with devout and 
believing hearts to approach the throne of grace, and present 
o?ir morning sacrifice. O that we could engage in all our 
religious services under the animating conviction that we are 
not our own, that we are redeemed by the precious blood of 
Christ, and that we ought to glorify thee our God with our 
bodies and our spirits, which arc thine 1 

O Lord, most holy and most mighty, we adore thee as a 
God of inflexible justice. We will ascribe righteousness to 
thee our God. Righteousness, O Lord, belongeth unto thee. 
Bless to us the afflicting display given of thy justice in the 
portion of Scripture wc have now read. 0 may the death of 
Absalom convince us how dreadful it is to be arrested by the 
band of justice in the midst of our crimes ; and how inex- 
pressibly awful it is to die when engaged in hotly pursuing 
the ways of rebellion and sin. If there arc any among us us 
a family thinking lightly of sin or death, or tho justice of 
God, or an eternal world, O let such careless indifference con- 
tinue no longer. Open our eyes to sec the folly, the madness, 
and the danger of living one moment longer without Chrirf, 
and of living one moment longer neglecting the things w'hich 
belong to our everlasting peace, until they should be for ever 
hid from our eyes. As we consider the offence of those pecu- 
liarly aggravated who deliberately seek after our temporal 
injury, may we sec that our sin is much more aggravated in 
deliberately working out the ruin of our immortal souls, iu 
preparing for them the miseries of Tophet, and in ngeetiug 
the glorious and gracious method wliieh infinite mercy aiul 
wisdom have devised for putting us iu possession of the joys 
of heaven. May wc and all our relatives he united together 
hy the endearing and everlasting bonds of Christian love. In 
our family and domestic relations let no root of bitterness ^ 
ever be allowed to spring up and disturb our peace. Let 
none among us be left to exemplify the depraved principles 
and passions wliieh were exhibited by the character of Alisalorn, 
and which led him at last to an untimely and disgraceful 
grave. 

Powerfully impress the minds of all our children with the 
heinousness of the sin of disobedience to parents. When they 
remember how the hand of God pursued and punished and 
destroyed disobedient, rebellious Absalom, may they affect ion^ 
ately honour and obey their father and mother, that their days 
may be long in the land which the Lord their God giveth 
them. 

Have mercy on the graceless offspring of pious parents. 
Hear the prayers which are earnestly and tenderly ofl*ercd 
up in their behalf. May none of thy beloved servants have 
reason to weep and mourn over the untimely death of grace- 
less children. 

We thank our God for the sleep and protection of the last 
night : and we supplicate the guidance and presence of our 
God throughout this day, for the sake of Jesus, our Prophet, 
Priest, and King* Afflen. 


TWENTY-NINTH WEEK.— THO^ESDAlf 




OOKFE8SION AND PARDON. 

Mtrejf Seat, MaiUch, WinciMicr, *»* W. 

1 TITHILE I keep silence conceal 

My heavy guilt within my heart, 

What torments doth my conscience feel * 

What agonies of inward smart ! 

2 I spread my sins before the Lord, 

^d all my secret faults confess ; 

Thy Gospel sjieaks a pardoning word, 

Thine Holy Spirit seals the grace. 

3 For this shidl every humble soul 

Make swift addresses to thy seat ; 

When floods of huge temptations roll, 

! There shall they find a blest retreat. 

1 4 How safe beneath thv wings I lie. 

When days grow dark and storms appear ! 

And when I walk, thy watchful eye 
J^hall guide me safe from every snare. 

Watto, P$. iJ2, p. mJ. 

ACTS XXVI. 

PauVe Defence before Atjrippa, 

T hen Agrlppa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak 
for thyself. Then Paul stretched forth the hand, and 
answered for himself, 

2 I. think myself happy, king Agrippa, because I shall 
answer for myself this day before thee touching all the things 
whereof I am accused of the Jews : 

8 Especially because 1 know thee to be expert in all customs 
and questions which arc among the Jews; wherefore I beseech 
thee to hear me patiently. 

4 My manner of life from my youth, which was at the fij'st 
among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews. 

5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, 
that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a 
Pharisee. 

6 And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the pro- 
mise made of God unto our fathers : 

7 Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving 
God day and night, hope to come. For which hope’s sake, 
king Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews. 

8 Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, 
that God should raise the dead ? 

9 I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many 
things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth, 

10 Which thing I also did in Jerusalem : and many of the 
saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from 
the chief priests ; and when they were put to death I gave my 
voice against them. 

1 1 And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and com- 
pelled them to blaspheme ; and being exceedingly mad against 
them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities. 

12 Whereu{>on as J went to Damascus with authority and 
commission from the chief priests, 

13 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from 
heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about 
me and them which journeyed with me. 

14 And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a 
voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, 

' Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me ? ’ | 


Ejsflsotions utok Acts xxvt. — ^Paul preaching before Agrippa, 
shows that Gk>d in his providence, and for the furtherance of the 
Ooi^el of his kingdom, con furnish his ministers wilh the most 
remarkable opportunities of doing good; and his servants, under 
the inflnenoe of Ohristi^ faithfulness, will allow no opportunity to 
escape. The Apostle, in making a defence for himself ostensibly, 
and, as it may be consideredi fbrmally and legally, before an eartiw 
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tribunal, was in reality making a deMoe fer the l 

truth, in opposition to error; and for ^e kingdom m 
life, in opposition to ihe kingdom of daikness and of a#alh« SEt 
therefore a reoompense to Paul fbr all he snfltosd | 00 It ' 

him with an occasion of performing the fbnotions and diseh a ty oit ; 
the duties of his lofty ana honourable offlco-r-namelj, of ptofumint 


genuine and fervent, and may we count all things but )ooa 
exoclloncy of the knowledge of Christ I 


PEAYER. 

B lessed Lord God, we acknowledge thee as the uni- 
versal proprietor of all things. Wherever we cast our 
eyes, we see thy works, thy creatures, and the displays of thy 
wisdom, power, and goodness. We are thine, O Lord, mad 
thee we ought to serve. By thine undisputed authority and 
sovereignty we are bound to serve thee; O may we be con-, 
strained to serve thee by the love of Christ I May wo never 
endeavour to obey thy laws or observe thine ordiniuiceS frema , 
force, but from love. Teach us to look upon thy service as a 
yoke that is easy, and as a burden that is light. May the 
sentiments of the Psalmist bo the language of our heari : I 
delight to do thy will, O my God : yea, thy law is within my 
heart. And with an Apostle may we say with genuine sin- 
cerity, I delight in the law of the Lord after the inward 
man. 

We confess that wc are imperfect, unfaithful, and unprofit- 
able servants. We lament that our natural love to sin is 
powerful ; and that, in the practice of sin, we have drunk up 
iniquity as the ox drinketh up the water. Our provocations 
arc innumerable, and our trespasses have grown up to the 
very heavens. If our consciences are not asleep, they will 
tell us that, instead of living to him who died for us and rose . 
* again, we have lived to ourselves ; and, though our souls and 
our bodies were formed for the express purpose of honouring 
thee, we have refused to glorify thee with our bodies and our 
spirits, whicl) are thine. Lord, recover us from sin by renew- 
ing grace. To thee alone we look for the blessed, renovating 
change, for in thee alone our help is found. 

Lord, forgive the sins and imperfections of the past day. 
May thy blessing attend the various lawful engagements which 
have engaged our attention. Give us this night the watchful 
care of a gracious providence. When the night of death 
arrives, may our minds be tranquil and blessed, in the exer- 
cise of the well-grounded faith, that the night of mortality 
shall be followed by the glorious light of immortality. 

Bldss to us, Holy Spirit, the minute account whidh the 
Scriptures give of the affliction of eminent saints and apost^. 

If we are called to endure any description of sufferins; for the 
sake of Jesus, may we not consider that any strange tWg has 
befallen us. Glory to thy name that thou hast in thy wiadom 
and goodness connected the sufferings of thy people with the 
prosperity of their own souls, and the advancement df the 
interests of thy church. 

Teach our children the sweet and inestimabie advanie^sem^ 
true religion. Give them that faith in Jesus by 
shall be strengthened to bear every oMiciion^ and by 
they shall improve all the sufferings oftheir future ddyi^ 

Give to our aged friends a large portion of that 
contented, happy spirit, which animated Paul. Ohre 


large degrees of that grace which will make the 
their bodily infirmities light, and which wifl 


their bodily in^mities light, and which wifl 
with great joy, in the prospect of their heavily " 

Graciouslf hear our feeble supplicatioiM^ fer 
who shed his blood and died for iui. Atneau 


i^'■i'^''X':■.,’■'y''-V' ’l' '," ' 
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1?WiNTr4?lNTH WISBK.— J»^Y iiOKNINO. 




THU OQEISTUN WAUTAEE. 

■ iJIrtitaii n*ar/a^ Sn^lM Nfm, BromUy, 

1 T^T C^ptaia jtounda the alarm of woTj 

AYYake ! the powers of hell are near 
To arms ! to arms I I hear him cry, 

Tis yours to conquer or to die ! 

2 Bous^ by the animating sound, 

I oast my eager eyes around ; 

Make Imste to gird my armour on, 

And bid each trembling fear begone. 

3 Hope is my helmet ; faith my shield ; 

Thy word, my God ! the sword I wield ; 
With sacred truth my Ipins are girt, 

And holy seal inspires my heart. 


tm n. 


Stknnktt. 


2 SAMUEL XXIII. 

23Qii%d*t Jjcut Wwdt wad Mighty Metu 
OW these be the last words of David. David the son of 
Jesse said, and the man who wae raised up on high, the 
anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel, 
said, 

8 The Spirit of the Loud spake by me, and his word was 
in my toi^ue. 

8 The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me. 
He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of 
Ood. 

4 And he shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun 
riseth, even a morning without clouds : as the tender grass 
springing out of the earth by clear shinitig after rain. 

5 Although my house be not so with God ; yet he hath 
made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, 
and sure: for this is all my salvation, and all my desire, 
although he make it not to grow. 

6 But the sons of Belial shall be all of them as thorns thrust 
away, because they cannot be taken with hands ; 

7 But the man that shall touch them must be fenced with 
iron and the staff of a spear ; and they shall be utterly burned 
with fire in the same place. 

8 These be the names of the mighty men whom David had : 
The Tachmonite that sat in the seat, chief among the cap- 
tains ; the same was Adino the Eznite : he l\ft up his spear 
against eight hundred, whom he slew at one time. 

9 And after him was Elcazar the son of Dodo the Ahohite, 
one of the three mighty men with David, when they defied the 
Philistines that were there gathered together to battle, and the 
men of Israel were gone away ; 

10 He arose, and smote the Philistines until his hand was 
weary, and his hand clave unto the sword: and the Lord 
wrought a ^at victory that day; and the people returned 
after him omy to spoil. 

11 And after him was Shammah the son of Agee the 
Tlararite. And the Philistines were gathered together into a 
troop, where was a piece of ground full of lentiles : and the 
psoplh fled from the Philistines. 

, 18 But he stood in the midst of the ground, and defended 
lit, and slew the Philistines : and the Loud wrought a great 
yictmy* 

; three of the thirty chief went down, and came to 

^ the hwvcst time unto the cave of Adullam : and the 
the.PhiUst^ pitched in the valley of Rephaim. 

}4 And David was then in an hold, and the garrison of the 
was then in Beth-lehem. 

p, David longed, and said, Oh that one would give me 
" imter of the well of Beth-lehem, which is by the 


men brake through the host of 
, and dbew water out of the well of Beth-lebem, 
and took it, and Iwonght if to David ; 


nevertheless he would not drink thereof, but poured it out 
unto the Lord, 

Reflections upon 2 Sakusl xxm. — The saint dying in tn'umph, ‘ 
in the full assurance of faith, may bo compared to tho sun sotting in 
a sea of glory. Their lost words uttered on earth before they enter 
on their sweet anthems of praise in heaven are on invaluable treasure. 
They are like precious ointment. They exhale fragrance, resembling 
the delicious and refreshing fragrance rising firom the unfading fiowers 
of the celestial paradise above. How important ore tlio last words 
which Christ uttered upon tho cross. Blessed prayer he offered for 
those who nailed him to tho tree. Consolatory words he poured into 
tho ears of his blessed Mother and the beloved Disciple. Comforting 
words ho delivered to the poor thief on tho cross, when he told him, 
and assured him, that ho should meet him on that very day in the 
heavenly kingdom. Before ho ascended to heaven his last worii 
were those of wisdom, of love, of encouragement, and of peace. 

PRAYER. 

T^E adore thee, O Lord, as tho God of Israel and as the 
Lord our God. Thou hast chosen thy people for thy* 
self as thy peculiar treasure, and thou wilt defend them from 
all their enemies ; and after the storms of life thou wilt take 
them to thy heavenly home. We praise thee as the rock of 
Israel, of whom thy servant the sweet singer of Israel sung 
in animating strains. As a family, may we belong to thy 
spiritual Israel, and by faith may all our hopes of pardon, 
acceptance, and immoi^ality be built on Jesus, the Lord our 
righteousness. O true Rock of Israel, against whom the gates 
of earth and hell have never been able for one moment to pre- 
vail, forbid that wo, or any of our l)clovcd relatives, should 
prefer the rags of our supposed righteousness before the glo- 
riously finished righteousness of Christ. 

O Jesus, we adore thee as the anointed Mediator. Thou 
art he whom the God of Jacob anointed and raised up, to give 
repentance unto Israel, and the remission of sins unto many. 
Holy Spirit, enable us to receive Jesus in all his suitableness, 
and in all his fulness. Divine Saviour, thou art the word 
of God. Thou didst appear on earth in thine own person, to 
publish the tidings of salvation. The Spirit of the Lord spake 
by thee, and his word was in thy tongue. Thou didst not only 
send angels and prophets as licralds of mercy, but thou didst 
actually visit the world thyself, agreeably to Divine purposes 
and predictions. Teach us to feel, as the Apostle did, the 
infinite importance of receiving tho salvation thou didst pub- 
lish, and the salvation thou didst purchase. Lord, teach us 
to utter with solemnity and profit the language he expressed : 
For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every 
transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of 
reward ; how shall we escape, if wo neglect so great a salva- 
tion ; wliich at the first began to be spoken by tho Lord, and 
was confirmed unto us by them that heard him ? 

Blessed Saviour, wo pray that thy fame may soon oversj)read 
the nations of the earth. In the Divine iufiuence or thy 
Gospel, he unto the kingdoms of tho world as the light of the 
morning when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds ; 
and be unto them tis the tender grass springing out of the earth 
by clear shining after rain. Give us tho pleasing evidence, O 
Lord, that thou hast made with us an everlasting covenant, 
ordered in all things and sure. 

May we never have reason to mourn over our children as 
David did, 0 make thy gracious covenant with them and 
our domestics ; then shall our house be in league with heaven. 

Lord, make all of us valiant soldiers of Jesus Christ, and 
every day may we triumph over our spiritual enemies. 

We thank our God for the protection, sleep, and repose of 
the past night ; and this day may we live as those who are in 
oovenant with thvself. O ^ar our prayers, for the sake of 
Jesus, our exalted Mediator. Amen. 
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TWBNTY-NINTH WEEK.— FRIDAY EVENINO. 


OKATfiPVL RBCOLtKCTIOM. 
JSbcneter Chapel, Cimolatioti. Jewin Street, 
plOME, thou fount of every blessing, 
^ Tuno my heart to sing thy graoo, 
Streams of mercy never cciising 
Cull for songs of loudest pruiso. 
Teach mo some melodious sonnet, 

Sung by flaming tongues above ; 
PraiKc the mount — 0 flx mo on it, 
lilounl of God’s unchanging love. 

Hcr(! I raise ray Ebenezer, 
llither by thy help I’m come : 

And I liope, by tliy good pleusiire, 
Safely to arrive at liomo : 

Jesus sought rac when a stranger, 
Wandering from thci fold of God ; 
He, to save my soul from dangtu', 
Interposed his precious blood. 


82 Then said Agrippa unto Pestus, This man haW 

been Bet at liberty^ if he had not appeided unto Ciesar^ 


Heflections upon Acts xxvi. — Groat is the change produced inKm 
the block of stone dug from the quarry. By the h^a of the i&uful 
artificer, it now shows the appearance of the human bo^ ui iti 
loveliest form and in its most bcautifhl proportions. lifone can 
b(jhold it without emotions of wonder and debght. This bears no 
comparison with tho blessed change produced upon the soul in the 
day of conversion — that memorable never-to-be-forgotten day, the 
day of Christ’s power. Of this, tho regenerating chang^ produced 
upon the soul of Paul furnishes the most astonishing illustration* 
His moral deformity was changed into spiritual beauty. His per- 
secuting spirit of enmity and blood was changed into the most 
ardent love to Jesus, admiration of his Gospel, attachment to his 
saints, and overwhelming desire to promote the prosperity of thot 
kingdom he sought to destroy. Have we felt this change, this 
blessed change ? 

PRAYER. 

TT7E adore thee, 0 Lord, as the Father of all mercies and 
as our merciful Lord God. So great is thy delight in 
bestowing countless mercies upon thy people, that thou art 
pleased to he denominated the Father of mercies. Thou art 
the God of all comfort. There is no real comfort which does 
not flow from thyself, the fountain of all blessedness. What 
reason have we to exclaim, How precious are thy thoughts 
towards us I how great is the sum of them I 

Wc unite in presenting the humble tribute of our thanks- 
giving at thy feet, for the personal and domestic blessings we 
have received from thy bountiful hand this day. We are 
encouraged again to commit ourselves to thy fatherly care 
during another night, trusting to thee for protection, and 
praying that our lives may be prolonged to another day. O 
let our lives be continued till we ai’e prepared to enter upon a 
life of immortality in heaven ! 

We supplicate the blessing of the Holy Spirit on what vre 
have now read from the volume of Divine truth* We adore 
that grace which subdued the ferocious and persecuting spirit 
of Saul of Tarsus, and which changed him into a zealous and 
successful ambassador of Jesus Christ. Lord, have mercy on 
those who are now the persecutors of thy people, and the 
determined enemies of thy Gospel; make them, like Paul, 
the holy and devoted servants of the cross of Christ* 

We thauk thee, O Lord, for^the astonishing effects which 
the Gospel is instrumental in producing on the hearts of the 
children of men. May a preached Gospel be remarkably 
blessed among the people with whom we are connected by 
the ties of Christian fellowship. May our beloved minister, 
like Paul, be the honoured instrument in thy hand of opening 
the eyes of those who are spiritually blind, of turning them 
from darkness unto light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God. 

Heaven grant that our children may feel the eaving effecie 
of a preached Gospel. 0 lei iKe day qf grace dawn upon 
their youthful minds^ and may the shadows qf folly ^ sin^ and 
guilt soon flee far away^ 

Have mercy on all our relatives and friends. We pray not 
that thou wouldst confer upon them earthly greatnesp 
temporal wealth, but we earnestly pray that thou wouldst give 
them repentance unto life, and bestow upon them the remis- 
sion of their sins, and an inheritance among those whe are 
sanctified by the faith that is in Christ Jesus. 
of us, in our various stations and relations, witnesaM 
In our conversation and life may we exHbit tlm 
wrimental, and practical effects of the truth as it it in 
Mercifully hear our prayers, only for the, talm \ 

glorious Saviour. Amexu ' ^ ? ''' 


roduoed 


ACTS XXVI. 

Paid before Feetua, 

A nd I said, Who art thou, Lord ? And he said, I am 
Jesus whom thou perseeutest. 

1C Rut rise, and stand upon thy feet : for T have appeared 
unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a 
witness both of these things whieli thou hast seen, and of 
those things in the which T will appear unto thee; 

17 Delivering thee from the people, and//*o?» the Gentiles, 
unto whom now I send thee ; 

18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God ; that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins, and an inheritance among them 
which are sanctified by faith that is in nio. 

19 Whereupon, 0 king Agrippa, 1 was not disobedient unto 
the heavenly vision : 

20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jeru- 
salem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the 
Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do 
works meet for repentance. 

21 For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and 
went about to kill me, 

22 Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto 
this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none 
other things than those which the prophets and Moses did 
say should corner ; 

23 That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the 
first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light 
unto the people, and to the Gentiles. 

24 And as he thus spake for himself Festus said with a loud 
voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself ; much learning doth make 
thee mad. 

25 But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus : but 
speak forth the words of truth and soberness. 

26 For the king knoweth of these things, before whom also 
I speak freely ; for I am persuaded that none of these things 
are hidden from him ; for this thing was not done in a corner. 

27 King Agrippa, believest thou the propheto? I know that 
thou believest. 

28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest 
me to be a Christian. 

29 And Paul said, I would to God that not only thou, but 
also all that hear me this day, were both almost and altogether 
such as I am, except these bonds. 

80 And when he had thus spoken, the king rose up, and 
the governor, and Bernice, and they that sat with them : 

31 And when they were gone aside, they talked between 
themselves, saying^ This man doeth uotliing worthy of deatli 
or of l)oncb. 



TW^TY.NINTH WEEK.— SATUUDAY MOENIKO. 


COMVBUION AND F0K01VKNE8S. 

ShiAimd* 8aiub¥fry, 
! r\ BLESSED souls arc they 
^ Whoso sins are covered o’er ! 

Diriaely blest, to whom tho Lord 
Impute<» their guilt no more ! 

2 They mourn their follies past, 

And keep their hearts with care ; 

Their lips and lives without deceit, 
Shall prove their faith Binccre. 

3 While I concealed my guilt, 

I felt tlio festering wound ; 

Till 1 confessed my rins to thee, 

And ready pardon found. 


Watis, Pt. 32. 


2 SAMUEL XXIV. 

David numbeiing tiie People, 

A ND again the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Israel, and he moved David against them to say. Go, 
number Israel and Judah. 

8 And Joab said unto the king, Now the Lord thv God 
add unto the people, how many soever they be, an hundred 
fold, and that the eyes of my lord the king may see it : hut 
why doth my lord the king delight in this thing ? 

4 Notwithstanding, the king’s word prevailed against Joah, 
and against the captains of the host. And Joab and the cap- 
tains of the host went out from the presence of the king, to 
number the people of Israel. 

9 And Joab gave up the sum of the number of the people 
nnto the king : and there were in Israel eight hundred thou- 
sand valiant men that drew the sword ; and the men of Judah 
were five hundred thousand men. 

10 And David's heart 'smote him, after tliat he had num- 
bered the people. And David said unto the Lord, I have 
sinned greatly in that I have done : and now, I beseech thee, 
O Loud, take away the iniquity of thy servant ; for I have 
done very foolishly. 

11 For, when David was up in the morning, the word of 
the Lord came unto the prophet Gad, David's seer, saying, 

12 Go and say unto David, Thus saith the Lord, I offer 
thee three things ; choose thee one of them, that 1 may do it 
unto thee. 

18 So Gad came to David, and told him, and said unto 
him. Shall seven years of famine come unto thee in thy land ? 
or wilt thou flee three months before thine enemies, while 
they 'pursue thee? or that there be tlircc days' pestilence in 
ihy land ? now advise, and see what answer 1 shall return to 
him that sent me. 

14 And David said unto Gad, I am in a great strait : let us 
fall now into the hand of the Loud ; for his mercies are great: 
and let me not fidl into the hand of man. 

16 So the Lord sent a pestilence upon Israel, from the 
morning even to the time appointed : and there died of the 
people, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, seventy thousand men. 

16 And when the angel stretched out his hand upon Jeru- 
aalem to destroy it, the Loud repented liim of the evil, and 
iiaid to the angel that destroyed the people, It is enough: 
•tay npw thine hand. And the angel of* the Loud was by the 
thmhingpla^ of Araunah the Jebusite. 

: 17 Ana Davtd spake unto the Iaoiid, when he saw the 
that smote the people, and said, Lo, I have sinned, and 
I. have done wickedly : but these sheep, what have they done? 
lilr hand, I pray thee, be against me, and against my 

1^# Gad •came that day to David, and said unto him, 
- liOE® in Ihe threshing-floor of 

Jebiiiite« 


19 And David, according to the saying ol Gad, went up, 
as tlie Lord commanded. 

Hkplkctioxs upon 2 Haudkl xxrv. — It was tlic sin of imdc which 
moved David to perform nn act which was followed by the sudden 
removal from time to eternity of seventy thousand men 1 It is 
pride, more than any other sin, which kindles the flames of God’s 
uiigtT. If this be our ruling passion, wo arc prtmTving alive that 
lire, which, if mercy prevent not, must accomplish our ruin. May 
wo be preserved from such a sin, which is so offensive to God, the 
perfection of goodness, and which is so ruinous to the soul ! Even 
graceless men like Joab may see the danger of pride, and may utter 
wholesome counsels, which, if followed, God may bless to prevent 
the greatest calamities. God never pennits his peoplti to continue 
in sin. If they full, ho Avill raise them up ogiiin, and even giva 
them greater strength and stability than before they fell. 

PRAYER. 

O UR Father and our God, we come unto thee, for thou 
hast graciously invited us to come, and thou hast con« 
firmed thine invitation with thy promise, Him that cometh 
unto me I will in no wise cast out. Lord, we come at thy 
command, and in the name of Christ, thy well-beloved Son, 
through whose name myriads have obtained access, and through 
whose righteousness they have obtained acceptance. Lord, we 
come to thee this morning as a family, that we may obtain 
mercy and grace to help in every time of need. O give us 
the satisfying evidence that we have received thy favour, and 
tliat thou art reconciled to us through the all-prevailing media- 
tion of our anointed Saviour. 

Wc have now read of an affecting instance iii which David 
thy servant fell into the mire of temptation and sin. 0 sanc- 
tify to us this account of human weakness and infirmity, in 
one of tlie most distiivguishcd of thy saints. Lord, forsake us 
not in thine ire. Our sins have often provoked thee to cast 
us oft*. Suffer not, wc beseech thcc, our sins to bring upon 
our heads a calamity so dreadful. Let not the suggestions or 
temptations of Satan have the dominion over us. Deliver 
us from all his wiles, and defend us from all his fiery darts. 
Teach us always to liavc our armour on, and to be ready for 
the conflict. May we rejoice, that if we wield the sword of 
the Spirit, employ the shield of faith, and pray with all prayer 
and supplication, it is impossible that our spiritual enemies 
can ever prevail. When thou dost afflict thy people for their 
sins, and chastise them for their transgressions, O comfort 
them with the conviction that thou wilt not forsake them, 
nor utterly cast them oft*. May they sec that the calamitous 
events of providence brought upon them for their sins, are npt 
the frowns of an angry judge, but the chastisement and the 
wholesome corrections of a loving Father. 

Lord, make our dear children thy loving disciples, 0 con* 
vince them that a life of sin is a life of dishonour and danger. 
Teach and enable them and our servants to give a ready and con* 
slant obedience to all thy laws, which are holy, just, and good. 
Let all our minds be aflfected with the deepest humility, 
that we have so often and so grievously offended thee. May 
we call to our remembrance the chief offences of our life, and 
thus acknowledge our sins: We have sinned greatly in what 
wc have done ; and now, we beseech thee, O Lorn, to take away 
the iniquity of thy servants ; for we have done very foolishly. 
O Lord, we look to the atonement of Christ alone for our 
hopes of pardon. There, O Lord, thy justice found satisfac- 
tion, and there alone we look for rest for our troubled con- 
science, and the forgiveness of all our sins. 

Lord, incline thine car to the voice of our supplication, 
for Jesus' sake, to whom, with the Father and Divine Spiriti 
we ascribe glory, honour, and power, for ever and ever. 
Amaii« 

m 
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TWBNTY-NINTH WEEK.---SATURDAY BVjaiTINO. 


THB SriKlTUAL VOYAGE. 

Bimingham New. Finebury Qutpd, Clavham, U8t«. 

1 TESTIS ! at thy command 
^ I launch into the deep, 

And leave my native land, 

Where sin lulls all asleep ; 

For thee I would the world resign, 

And soil to heaven with thee and thine. 

2 Though rocks and quicksands deep 

Through all my passage lie ; 

Yet Christ will safely keep 

And guide mo with liis eye ; 

3fy anchor hope shall firm abide, 

And 1 each boisterous storm outride. Topladv. 

ACTS XXVII. 

PauTa Voyage to Pome. 

A ND when it was determined that we should sail into 
Italy, they delivered Paul, and certain other prisoners, 
unto one named Julius, a centurion of Augustus’ band. 

2 And entering into a ship of Adramyttium, we launched, 
meaning to sail by the (toasts of Asia; one Aristarchus, a 
Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. 

8 And the next day we touched at Sidon. And Julius 
courteously entreated Paul, and gave him liberty to go unto 
his friends to refresh himself 

4 And wlicn wc had launched from thence, y,e sailed under 
Cyprus, because the winds were contrary. 

5 And when we had sailed over the sea of Cilicia and Para- 
phylia, we came to Myra, a city of Lycia. 

G And there the centurion found a ship of Alexandria sail- 
ing into Italy ; and he put us therein. 

7 And when we had sailed slowly many days, and scarce 
were come over against Cnidus, the wind not suffering us, wc 
sailed under Crete, over against Salmone ; 

8 And, hardly passing it, came unto a place which is called, 
The fair havens; nigh ^'hereunto was the city q/*Lasea. 

9 Now, when much time was spent, and wdicn sailing was 
now dangerous, because the fast was now already past, Paul 
admonished them, 

10 And said unto them, Sirs, I perceive that this voyage 
will be with liurt and much damage, not only of the lading 
and ship, but also of our lives. 

11 Nevertheless, the centurion believed the master and the 
owner of the ship, more than tliose things which were spoken 
by Paul. 

12 And, because the haven was not commodious to ■winter 
in, the more part advised to depart thence also, if by any 
means they might attain to Phenice, and there to winter; 
which is an haven of Crete, and lieth toward the south west 
and north west. 

13 And when the south wind blew softly, supposing that 
they had obtained their purpose, loosing thence, they sailed 
close by Crete. 

14 But not long after there arose against it a tempestuous 
wind, called Euroclydon. 

15 And when the ship was caught, and could not hear up 
! Into the wind, w'c let her drive. 

I 16 And running under a certain island which is called 
' Clauda, we had much work to come by the boat ; 

17 Which when they had taken up, they used helps, under- 
girding the ship ; and, fearing lest they should fall into the 
quicksands, strake sail, and so were driven. 

18 And we being exceedingly tossed with a tempest, the 
next day they lightened the sliip ; 

19 And the third day we cast out with our own hands the 
; tackling of the ship. 

20 And when neither sun nor stars in many days appeared^ 


and no small tempest lay on us, all hope that We he % 

-saved was then taken away. ’ ^ 

Bkfusctions upon Acts xxtii. — ^What is the setting out of a 
general on a military oampaign, oompared with an Apostle setting 
out on a spiritual embassy, under the sanction of the God of salva* 
tion, to proclaim the tidings of grace in the most distingui^dK city 
I on the face of tiie earth ? It is pleasing to eonsider, how much ships 
have been made subservient to the interests and prosperity of the 
cause of truth, the extension of the Church of Christ, and the salva* 
tion of souls. Sidon was once a cityef great wealth, qde^our, and 
l>ower. It was pre-eminent and influential among the cities of the 
earth. Where is Sidon now ? This great city, with all its wealth 
and glory, is no more ; and thus most strikingly illustrates, that oU 
earthly glory is vanity. Are we on the voyage to heaven ? Then, 
we have Christ in the vessel, and smile at the storm.” ^ 

PRAYER. 

TJ^HAT reason have we to rejoice, O Lord, and to magnify 
^ ^ great and gracious name, that we have enjoyed thy 
providential protection through another day, and that another 
blessed opportunity is now afforded us of engaging in the 
ordinances of domestic worship I For these blessings we 
praise thee. Holy Spirit, condescend to breathe upon us thy 
bivinc influence, that we may draw near the throne of God 
with the sincerity of unfeigned devotion. 

O Lord, thou art the guide, the preserver, and the com- 
forter of thy people, in all the circumstances of danger and 
suffering in which they can possibly be found. Wc thank 
thee for the instance wc have now read of that fellowship 
which Paul thine Apostle enjoyed with thyself, when tossea 
upon the raging billows of a tempestuous sea. In all the 
trials with which we may be surrounded, may we look imme- 
diately to tliee, and nowhere else, for help. We desire ever 
to sing, in the language of the Psalmist, Truly, in vain is 
salvation hoped for from the hills and from the multitude of 
mountains; truly in the Lowd our God is the salvation of Israel. 

Merciful God, give us proper views of the Christian life. 
Convince us that, though it is a life of great blessedness and 
peace, it is also a life of peculiar difficulties and sufferings. 
We rejoice that the comfort is greater than the sorrow, and 
that the security infinitely exceeds tlie danger. If there are 
any in thy sacred presence who have not yet entered upon 
the Christian life, O let them not bo deterred by difficulties 
or discouraged by dangers. Teach them to compare, a life of 
holiness with a life of impiety, ^nd a life of folly with a life of 
wisdom ; and then convince them of the immense advantage 
of preferring a life of godliness before a life of sin. 

Open the eyes of our dear children to see the bkssedness of 
early piety, and touch their hearts, that they may choosy Christ 
for their leader, their captain, and Saviour, 

Comfort the minds of aged Christians, who have been long 
tossed upon the sea of human life. Make them thankful that 
they have been so long preserved, that their Saviour has been 
near them in all their difficulties, and that they have not 
suffered the shipwreck of their faith and their salvation. 

We thank our God for all the goodness which has passed 
before us during the past week, for the blessings conferred 
upon our bodies, but above all for those bestow^ on opr 
souls. If we have enjoyed thy fellowship and directional WO 
have experienced the comfort of faith in Jesus and the 
of heaven, we praise thy glorious name. Wi^tch over m this 
night. Pteserve us to see, improve, and enjoy another day 
the son of man. Prepare all thy ministering seriwats in 
general, and our beloved pastor in particular,, for 
the Word of life, Mav our sanctuary be filled with 
Lord, hear our feeole prayers, and forgive ofir 
Jesus’ sake. And may the gkoC of the Lem JeiPiis^i^^ 
with ui» and all the Israel of God, ht ever and ^ 




wttxaim vsi!ic.-i!uasAtia utiKiffiia. 


: : ' 'iiiif'W, i^iro tiNNKHi. 

. - Ctecwrfim KMwyx a n. 

{ njpw rm oonyiuced the Lord ia kind 
^ To men of heart aincere^ 

Xet once my fooliah thou^hta repined, 

4ndJ>oraered on deapaar. 

8 1 grieved to see the wicked thrive, 

And apoke with angry breath, 

How plmuant and pimane they live ! 

How peaoefhl la their death. 

8 Yet while mv tongue indulged oomplointa, 

I felt my heart reprove ; 

Sure I ahall thus offend thy saints, 

And grieve the men I love. 

4 But still 1 found my doubts too hard, 

Tlie conflict too severe, 

Till I retired to search thy word. 

And learn thy aecrots there. Watts, Ps. 73, p. J. 

PSALM LXXIII. 

The Rightt(m and Qve Wicked, 

rpRULY God i$ good to Israel, even to such as arc of a clean 
heart. 

2 But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had 
well nigh slipped. 

8 For 1 was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prospe- 
rity of the wicked. 

4 For there are no bands in their death : but their strength 
is firm. 

6 They are not in trouble as other men ; neither are they 
plagued like other men. 

6 Therefore pride compasseth them about as a chain ; vio- 
lence covereth them as a garment. 

7 Their eyes stand out with fatness : they have more than 
heart could wish. 

8 They are corrupt, and speak wickedly conceiving oppres- 
sion : they speak loftily. 

9 They set their mouth against the heavens, and their 
tongue walketh through the earth. 

10 Therefore his people return hither : and waters of a full 
cup are wrung out to them. 

11 And they say, How doth God know? and is there 
knowledge in the Most High? 

• 12 Braold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the 
world; ^ey increase in riches. 

18 Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my 
hands in innocency. 

14 For all the day long have I been plagued, and chastened 
every morning. 

16 If T say, I will speak thus; behold, I should oflend 
against the generation of thy cliildren. 

16 When I thought to know this, it was too painful for me ; 

17 Until I went into the sanctuary of Goa ; then under- 
stood 1 their end. 

18 Surely thou didst set them in slippery places ; thou 
oastedst them down into destruction. 

.19 How are they brought into desolation, as in a moment ! 
they utterly consumed with terrors. 

20 As a dream when one awaketh ;. so, O Lord, when thou 
avakest, thou sfaalt despise their image. 

' UPOBT PsALK izzm.-— They who belong to the spiritual 

Ood have undergone an inward saving chon^ ; their hearts 
SSit^ siucic6fled, and their Hves are holy ; they w the ^jeots of Divine 
subjects of Divine grace; they alone are prosperous, 
under the gi^ous smiles of their God end Father in Christ, 
earth,. beHeVers are constantly within temptation’s reach ; 
:; 4 M»^wi 1 heut eoMtant dependanes u]m Divine grace, they cannot 
ijiaftft tbnl musi fldl. ^ut, while they cemplat^ distrust them* 


selves, and impUoitly trust in Jesus, they must stand— they oSnnol 
Ml. The foolish, the wicked, and the proud may revel in luxury, 
and may shine in all the splendour of oorUiIy greatness, still they 
ore not real objects of envy ; they ore objects of pity ; they are like 
oxen fatted for tho slaughter. Where, 0 where does the sun of 
their glory set ? In the gloom of Tophot, and in tlio darkness of 
never-ending despair ! How deplorable to behold them on a dying 
bed, hardened in sin, and without the slightest apprehension of their 
approaching doom. It avails nothing, that during life they were in 
a measure strangers to the troubles and sorrows of other men ; like 
other men, they must die ; and, dying in an unregenerate state, 
they must perish. Of this, the rich man in the parable is a most 
awfully afleoting illustration. He changed his luxuries for tor- 
ments, while holy Lazarus exchanged his poverty and bis sores for 
heaven and its joys. 


PRAYER. 

i^LORY to thy name, O Lord our God, that the light of 
another Sabbath-day shines around us, and that we have 
the near prospect of entering thy sacred courts, where, we 
pray, tho light of the Sun of righteousness may shine on our 
I souls in all its influence and in all its comfort. We adore 
thee, O Lord, as the God of grace, and as having given the 
most wonderM display that ever God himself can give of hia 
grace, in the unparalleled gift of thy well-beloved Son. We 
bless thee that we have entered on that day which is appointed 
to preserve tho animating remembrance of the resurrection of 
Jesus from the dust of death, and to commemorate his most 
triumphant victory over death, the grave, hell, and all the 
enemies of the church. And we thank God that we are 
entering upon a day celebrated throughout all ages, and in all 
generations, for the bestowing of spiritual and saving blessings 
upon the children of men. O Lord of heaven and earth, most 
graciously visit all thy ministers and churches. May the 
rain of the Spirit’s influences descend upon all the congre- 
gations of thy people, like refreshing and fructifying showers. 
Make a preached Gospel mighty through God, to the pulling 
down the strongholds of ignorance, folly, prejudice, super- 
stition, bigotry, and immorality — those battlements which 
Satan employs for the defence of his gloomy empire of cap- 
tivity, misery, and death. Truly, O Lord, thou art good to 
Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart. 

Put our dear children among thy spiritual Israelf and give 
them the pleasures and the honours of unfeigned piety. Put 
within them a clean heart, O sprinkle clean water upon 
them and our domestics, and they shall be clean. 

May we and all thy people learn many important lessons in 
thy sacred courts, and under a preached Gospel. May thy 
servant our minister, be directed by thy Spirit to speak to our 
heart, our conscience, our case. In thy sanctuary may wc 
learn not to be envious at the foolish, nor bo distressed when 
wc see the prosperity of the wicked. When we consider their 
present moral circumstances, as living without God, and in a 
state of constant exposure to the miseries of hell, may we see 
that no earthly grandeur nor wealth nor honour can com- 
pensate for such a state as this ; and that poverty and pain, 
with the well-grounded hopes of heaven, are infi^tely more 
worthy to be desired. 

We present supplications for all our rulers, both supreme 
and Bu^rdinate, that they may live the devoted Buhgeots <rf 
Jesus the King of kings. 

Lord, preside in the midst of all our universities, colleges, i 
seminaries of learning, imd Sabbath-schools. Let all of them 
be illuminated with rays of heavenly ^^^om and grace. 

Remember the afSicted in the ctf suffering, and rive 

them to drink of the refireshiiijl'^tm of salvation. Qra- 
doufily hear and answer and forgive, for Jesus’ soke. Am^ 

Our Father wMdi art in heaven, Sbo. 
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OOP THX PXUXVEIl’s ETERNAJ. PORTION. 

Skidds. Oravm Cha^. Abridge, 0. m . 

1 my mpporter and my hope, 

^ My help for ever near, 

Thine arm of mercy held mo np 

When sinking in despair. 

2 Thy counsels, Lord, shall guide my feet, 

Through this dark wilderness ; 

Thine hand conduct me near thy scat, 

To dwell before tliy face. 

3 Were I in heaven without my God, 

’Twould bo no joy to mo ; 

And whilst this earth is my abode, 

I long for none but tlicc. Watts, Pt. 73, p. 11. 


precious fruits which are produced by anfei|mod etapgcUdljl 
ance. The saints of God are on a pllgnina^ tb the hMiteniy 
Canaan. Though the troubles, and dangersi and , atiyrw by < 
way are numerous, the advantages they enjoy are iaatnenae. Thiy 
have the Word of God for their chart; they have the uiMWfiagwiadom^ ' 
of Jesus for their guide ; they have the Divine preience Jbr their 
comfort; they have almighty power for their defence ; and when , 
their pilgrimage comes to a close, they have heaven for their hoin& 
and the joys of immortality for their eternal inheritance. ^ Personid 
calamities are nothing to be compared with the calamities of the 
Church, in the estimation of the children of God. ^ External cala^ < 
mities cannot affect the real security of Christ’s kingdom, for two 
reasons. It is redeemed by Jesus’ blood, and God has taken up his 
residence in the midst of it, there to dwell for ever. 


PRAYEE. 


PSALM IjXXITI. 

The PaalmiePa Jfopea, 

T hus my heart was grieved, and I was pricked in my 
reins. 

22 So foolish was I, and ignorant : I was as a beast before 
thee, 

23 Nevertheless T am continually with tbee : thou hast 
holden me by my right hand. 

24 Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward 
receive me to glory. 

25 Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none 
upon earth that I desire beside thee. 

26 My flesh and my heart failetli : but Ood is the strength 
of my heart, and my portion for ever. 

27 For, lo, they that are far from thee shall perish : thou 
hast destroyed all them that worship idols. 

28 But it is good for me to draw near to God ; I have put 
my trust in the Lord God, that I may declare all thy works. 

PSALM LXXIV, 

Calamitici of the Jew$, 

0 GOD, why hast thou cast us ofi* for ever? why doth thine 
anger smoke against the sheep of thy pasture ? 

2 Remember thv congregation, which thou hast purchased 
of old ; the rod of thine inheritance, which thou hast redeemed ; 
this mount Zion, wherein thou hast dwelt. 

8 Lift up thy feet unto the perpetual desolation ; even all 
that the enemy hath done wickedly in the sanctuary. 

4 Thine enemies roar in the midst of thy congregations ; 
they set up their ensigns /or signs. 

5 man was famous according as he had lifted up axes 
upon the thick trees. 

6 But now they break down the carved work thereof at 
once with axes and hammers. 

7 They have cast fire into thy sanctuary, they have defiled 
by casting down the dwelling place of thy name to the ground. 

8 They said in their hearts, Let us destroy them together : 
they have burned up all the synagogues of God in the land. 

9 We see not our signs: there is no more any prophet: 
neither is there among us any that knoweth how long. 

10 0 God, liow long shall the adversary re 2 )roach ? shall 
the enemy blaspheme thy name for ever ? 

1 1 Why withdrawest thou thy hand, even thy right hand ? 
pluck it out of thy bosom. 

12 For God is my King of old, working salvation in the 
midst of the earth. 


Bkixicctions upon Psalm lxxih., lxxiv. — Though the believer 
knows his sins are forgiven, and tlmt his person is accepted as 
righteous in God’s sight tlirough the righteousness of Christ im- 
puted, still he most sensilnvoly feels grief of heart on account of 
past sins, and on aooount of the remains of sin in his soul. In this 
we see the efiTccts produced by tenderness of conscience, and the 
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G od the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one Jehovah, though 
the distance between thine uncreated essence and our 
created existence is infinite, yet, we praise tbee, we are ad- 
mitted to the enjoyment of fellowship with thyself, and are 
allowed, with the assured hopes of success, to supplicate from 
our God, in the name of Jesus, all those spiritual blessings 
which wc need for time and eternity. O Lord, thou art King 
of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth. Thy 
government is ancient as the creation of the universe; and 
thou shalt remain for ever and ever on thy throne, swaying a 
sceptre of wisdom, justice, and power, 

O Jesus, we acknowledge thee as our king, and we desire for 
ever to live under the sway of thy mediatorial sceptre. Mighty 
Saviour, destroy the hardened obstinacy of our wills and the 
enmity of our hearts. Our enmity is an iron sinew which 
- thou alone canst bend and subdue ; and to thee we come, that 
we may be brought under thy blessed government, and for 
ever yield a loving and a ready obedience to all thy laws^ 
O take possession of our hearts, and expel every tivil from 
our souls. Wc are thine by purchase; make us thine by 
conquest. Holy Spirit, work in our hearts that genuine and 
superlative love to Jesus, by which eacli one of us, young and 
old, shall be able with sincerity of spirit and ardour of love to 
say, in the language of Asaph, Whom have I in heaven but 
thee? and there is none upon earth I desire beside thee. 
Divine Saviour, when the time arrives that our flesh and 
heart shall faint and fail, O be thou the strength of our heart, 
and our portion for ever. 

Comfort the afflicted and the aged, amid all their afflictions 
and infirmities, with the conviction that thou, O Lo:^, art tho 
strength of their hearts, and the stay of their declining years. 
Cheer them with the animating hope, that when the sun of 
their present life shall set amidst the dark shades of death, ^ 
the sun of their immortal life shall rise amidst the glories of 
heaven, to go no more down. 

Let thy richest blessings attend a preached Gospel, and may 
many sons and daughters be added to the family of Christ. 

May our dear children he among the number. Teach 
them to cry^ Ahha^ Father. Put them among thy children^ 
and make them heirs of the goodly heritage beyond the stars. 
Give our servants the adoption of children^ and animate them 
with the spirit of Christ. 

We thank God for all the good that has been acoompltsfaed 
this day. As there is joy in heaven over repenting sinners, 
may there be joy in our hearts over sinners converj^ to the 
faith of Jesus. We lament that the number of the &ithftd 
followers of Jesus is so small. O hasten, hasten the blessed 
day when the little one shall become a tbousandi and 
small one a strong nation ! Lord, hasten it in thy tinier 
Watch over us this night, and may we lie down on Olts 
beds under very lively impressions of thy^ goodness. 
hear us, for our Mediator’s sake. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &o. r ^ 





THIRTIETH WEEK.— MONDAY MORNINO. 

AOBB saint’s prater AND BONG. 

iVino WMsor, St, Orowle* e. iti 

1 fiOD of my childhood and my youth, 

Tbo guide of all my days, 
i have declared thy heayealy truth, 

And told thy wondrous ways. 

2 Wilt thou forsake my hoary hairs, 

And leave my fainting heart ? 

Who shall sustain my sinking years. 

If Qod my strength depart ? 

8 Let me thy power and truth proclaim 

To the surviving age, 

And leave a savour of thy name 

When I shall quit the stage. 

Watts, Pt. 71, p. Ill, 

1 KINGS I. 

Adonijah't Uaurpaiimi, 

OW king David was old and stricken in years ; and they 
covered him with clothes, but he gat no heat. 

5 Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, say- 
ing, I will be king ; and he prepared him chariots and horse- 
men, and fifty men to run before him. 

6 And his father had not displeased him at any time in 
Baying, Why hast thou done so? and he also was a very 
goodly man ; and his mother bare him after Absalom. 

11 Wherefore Nathan spake unto Bath-sheba the mother of 
Solomon, saying. Hast thou not heard that Adonijah the sen 
of Haggith doth reign, and David our lord knoweth it not? 

12 Now therefore come, let me, I pray thee, give thee 
counsel, that thou mayest save thine own life, and the life of 
thy son Solomon. 

18 Go and get thee in unto king David, and say unto him. 
Didst not thou, my lord, 0 king, swear unto thine handmaid, 
saying. Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and 
he shall sit upon my throne? why then doth Adonijah reign ? 

14 Behold, while thou yet talkcst there w ith the king, I 
also will come in after thee, and confirm thy words. 

16 And Bath-sheba went in unto the king into the chamber : 
and the king was very old ; and Abishag, the Shunammite 
ministered unto the king. . 

16 And Bath-sheba bowed, and did obeisance unto tlie 
king. And the king said. What wouldest thou ? 

17 And she said unto him, My lord, thou swearest by the 
Loan thy God unto thine handmaid, saying^ Assuredly Solo- 
mon thy bon shall reign after me, and he shall ait upon my 
throne. 

18 And now, behold, Adonijah reigneth; and now, my 
lord the king, thou knowest it not : 

19 And he hath slain oxen, and fat cattle, and sheep in 
abundance, and hath called all the sons of the king, and 
Abiathar the priest, and Joab the captain of the host : but 
Solomon thy servant hath he not called. 

20 And thou, my lord, 0 king, the eyes of all Israel are 
upon thee, that thou shouldcst tell them who shall sit on the 
throne of my lord the king after him. 

21 Otherwise it shall come to pass, when my lord the king 
shall sleep with his fathers, that 1 and my son Solomon shall 
be counted offenders. 

22 And, lo, while she yet talked with, the king, Nathan the 
prophet also came in. 

28 And they told the king, saying. Behold Nathan the 
prophet.. And when he was come in before the king, he 
oowed himself before the king with his face to the ground. 

24 And Nathan said, My lord, 0 king, hast thou said, 
Adoniljah shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my 
tiirone? 

26 For he is gone dowm this day, and hath slain oxen, and 
&t nattle, and Aeep in abundance, and hath called all the 

king’s sons, and the captains of the host, and Abiathar the 
priest ; and, behold, they eat and drink before him, and say, 
God save king Adonijah. 

Reflections upon 1 Kings i. — What a contrast — David in the full 
tigour of his active life, and David borne down with the infirmities 
of advanced years. And what a differenco—the believer .on earth in a 
state of comparative infancy, and the saint in heaven, having reached 
the state of a perfect man in Christ Jesus. Adonijah, David’s son, fur- 
nishoB a most humiliating example of carnal ambition, pride, vanity, 
and filial enmity and rebellion against an aged, holy, and indulgent 
parent, bowring down to meet the dust. This arrogant, foolish, and 
deluded prince, has clothed his name with infamy, for having 
attempted to bring down tlie grey hairs of a loving parent with 
sorrow to the grave. How wonderful — David, a saint of God, en- 
riched with the most exalted gifts, and the most transcendent graces, 
visited almost more than any other saint with the most overwhelm- 
ing domestic afflictions. Still he comforted himself with that cove- 
nant which was all his salvation, and all his desiro.” 

PRAYER. 

^UR Father who art in heaven, encouraged by tliine iiivita- 
” tions, promises, and gracious commands, we draw near thy 
mercy-seat. Through the mediation of tliy well-beloved Son, 
we bow before tby footstool, and present our supplications, with 
the hope of being answered and accepted. As individuals and 
as a family we would look upon this liberty of access as the 
greatest honour and the highest privilege. 

We thank thee, 0 Lord, for creating us rational beings, and 
that thou hast given us capacities by which, through thy Spirit, 
we may know, love, worship, and enjoy thee. We would mourn 
over that affecting and humbling change which has been pro- 
duced within us by the apostasy and fall of Adam, our first 
covenant head. We acknowledge that the eyes of our under 
standing arc blinded, that our judgment has become erroneous, 
our will obstinate, our affections sensual, our memory weak, 
our conscience treacherous, and our whole heart a cage of 
every unclean and hateful lust. But wo rejoice that in thee 
our help is found. Thou hast found out a mode of recovery, 
thou hast laid our help on one mighty to save. Jesus, thou 
art that mighty one; thou art not only able but willing to 
save to the very uttermost all tliat come unto thee. Lord 
Jesus, thou hast been precious to thousands as a Saviour; 0 
be precious to our souls. May the language of our hearts be, 
Thou art wliitc and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand, 

1 and altogether lovely. 

Blessed Jesus, may the hearts of our dear children be taken 
from lying vanities, and may their affections be placed on tliee* 
May it be our happiness to see our children delighting them^ 
selves in God, and rejoicing in thy covenant as all their salva* 
tion and all their desire. 

Give all of us grace, 0 Lord, to serve thee with diligence in ' 
the vigour of our days ; and if like David, we live to a good 
old age, may the evening of our days be brightened with the 
prospect of an eternity of celestial joys. 

Lord, preserve us from sinful ambition. May we not bo 
loft to long after objects sinful and unhallowed ; and may we 
not sinfully desire or excessively long after temporal things 
lawful in themselves. 

Bless what w'e have now read of the history of Adonijah. In 
him we have seen the sad effects of parental indulgence. May 
this prove as a warning to all parents. Lord, convince them 
that, when they indulge their offspring, they are strengthening 
their corrupted passions, adding fuel to their lusts, and accele- 
rating their destruction. 

We thank our heavenly Father for the mercies of the past 
night and of the past Sabbath. Give us mce to live in the 
fear of the Lord all this day. Hear these our imperfect 
prayers, for our dear Redeemer’s sake. Amen. 

80 4CX^ 


THIETIETH WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


PEACE AFTER A STORM. 

Todley Cottuge* Munich, t, M. 

1 TirHEN darkness long has veiled my mind, 

And smiling day once more appears, 

♦ Then, my Redeemer ! then I find 
The folly of my doubts and fears. 

2 I chide my unbelieving heart : 

And blush that I should ever bo 
Thus prone to act so base a part, 

Or harbour one hard thought of thee. 

3 0 let me, then, at length, bo taught 
What I am still so slow to learn, 

That God is love, and changes not, 

Nor knows the shadow of a turn. Cowper. 


ACTS XXVII. 

PauVs safe At^rival in Melila, 

B ut, after long abstinence, Paul stood forth in the midst 
of them, and said. Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto 
me, and not have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this 
harm and loss. 

23 And now I exhort you to he of good cheer : for there 
shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the ship. 

23 For there stood by me this night the angel of (yod, 
whose I am, and whom I serve, 

24f Saying, Fear not, Paul ; thou must be brought before 
Caesar : and, lo, God hatli given thee all them that sail with 
thee. 

25 Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer : for I believe God, 
that it shall be even as it was told me. 

26 Howbeit we must be cast upon a certain island. 

27 But when the fourteenth night was come, as we were 
driven up and down in Adria, about midnight, the shipmen 
deemed that they drew near to some country ; 

28 And sounded, and found it twenty fathoms : and when 
they had gone a little further, they sounded again, and found 
it fifteen fathoms. 

29 Then, fearing lest they should have fallen upon rocks, they 
cast four anchors out of the stern, and wished for the day. 

30 And as the shipmen were about to flee out of the ship, 
when they had let doAvu the boat into the sea, under colour as 
though they would have cast anchors out of the foreship, 

81 Paul said to the centurion, and to the soldiers, Except 
these abide in the ship, yc cannot be saved. 

82 Then the soldiers cut oft’ the ropes of the boat, and let 
her fall off. 

83 And, while the day was coming on, Paul besought them 
all to take meat, saying, This day is the fourteenth day that ye 
have tarried, and continued fasting, having taken nothing. 

34 Wherefore I pray you to take some meat ; for this is for 
your health ; for there shall not an hair fall from the head of 
any of you. 

85 And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and gave 
thanks to God in presence of them all : and when he had 
broken it, he began to eat. 

86 Then were they all of good cheer, and they also took 
some meat. 

87 And we were in all in the ship two hundred threescore 
and sixteen souls. 

88 And when they had eaten enough, they lightened^ the 
ship, and cast out the wheat into the sea. 

39 And when it was day, they knew not the land : but they 
discovered a certain creek with a shore, into the which they 
were minded, if it were possible, to thrust in the ship. 

40 And when they had taken up the anchors, they com- 
mitted themselves unto the sea, and loosed the rudder bands, 
and hoised up the mainsail to the wind, and made toward 
shore. 
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42 And the soldiers^ counsel was to kill the priscmersi lest 
any of them should swim out and escape, 

48 But the centurion, willing to save PauL kept them firom 
their purpose ; and commanded that they which could swim 
should cast themselves first into the sea, and get to land : 

44 And the rest, some on boards, and some on broken 
pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass, that they escaped 
all safe to land. 

Reflections upon Acts xxvii. — How valuable is wise ootmaol ; 
how important to follow it ; how foolish and dangerous to reject it 1 
By following it the greatest losses, suiTerings, and sorrows may be 
escaped, and the greatest blessings and comforts may be inherited 
and enjoyed. Paul cheered the sailors and the crew when exposed 
to great danger, and, to all human appearance, ready to perish. He 
addresBod them under Bivino direction, and under the highest sane* 
tion gave them encouragement and hope. This reminds us of the 
Gospel messago, which brings tho most joyful tidings to the guilfy, 
disoasrHl, and afflicted ; yea, to those who are ready to perish, and reaay 
to suffer the shipwreck of their hopes and their souls. The Gospel 
points to Jesus, who is *Hhe hiding place from the wind, the covert 
from the tempest, rivers of waters in a dry place, and the shadow of 
a great rock in a weary land.’* 

PRAYEK 

D ivine Spirit, mercifully communicate to us thy light, thy 
grace, and thy power, while we endeavour to approach the 
throne of our Goa, to present our evening supplications. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in thine almighty power, and in all 
the displays thou hast giveu of thine irresistible control over 
boisterous waves, tempestuous winds, and raging storms. Thou 
art he who dividest the sea by tliy power, and by thine under- 
standing thou smiteat through the proud. By thy Spirit thou 
hast garnished the heavens; thine hand hath formed the 
crooked serpent. Lo, these are a part of thy wdys ; but how 
little a portion is heard of thee I and the thunder of thy 
power who can understand ? 

> We adore thee in those manifestations of thy power and 
providence, in preserving the life of thy servant Pam, and the 
lives of those who were with him, whito exposed to great 
danger upon the waves of a stormy sea. We adore and praise 
thcc for the many instances in which wc have enjoyed thy 
preserving providence, while our lives were in circumstances 
of the greatest hazard, and when all human means of deliver- 
ance seemed of no avail. Lord, give us that grace, that holv 
confidence in Christ, by which we shall look onward to all 
future events, trials, and storpas with tranquillity and peace, 
believing that thou art our God and Father in Christ, who 
will never leave us nor forsake us. 

Prepare^ 0 Lord^ our dear children for the storms oj 
human life. Give them and our domestics an interest in 
the righteousness of Christ ; then they shall remain in per* 
feet security, though the earth itself should be removed^ 
and the mountains be cast into the midst of the sea. 

Smile upon our aged friends in the last days of their mortal 
journey, which must soon close in death. Thou hast preserved 
them in many storms ; and do -thou graciouslv comfort them 
with the near prospect of reaching the blessed haven of eternal 
rest, where not a wave of trouble or of sorrow shall ever pass 
across their peaceful breasts. And when the time of their 
departure arrives, may they have such clear views of Christ in 
his person, his righteousness, and glory, that they shall exedaim 
in their dying moments, Now lettest thou thy servanta depart 
in j)eace, for our ^es have seen thy salvation. 

Wo thank our God for the continued merdes of this day. 
May the guilt we have contracted be removed the merit of 
our Saviour’s blood. When we lie down on our beds, may we 
be refreshed with sleep, and may no plague come near OUr 
dwelling. These our prayers we present in our exdied 
Mediator’s name, our Gra and Saviour. Ameu. 


THIBTIBTH WEBK.~TlfBSDAY MOBNING. 



CHia$T Kim Of BAXNT8. 

N$0 Tktorf, Jenwdm* Amerka. o. m. 

I je that love the Saviour^B name, 

^ And jo^ tomtit known; 

The Sovereign of your heart proclaim^ 

And bow before his throne. 

9 Behold your King, your Saviour crowned 
With glories all mvine ; 

And toll the wandering nations round 
How bright these glories shine. 

3 Infinite power, and boundless grace, 

In him unite their rays : 

You that have e’er beheld his face, 

Can you forbear his praise ? StaiiLi. 

1 KINGS I. 

^ ^ Solomon proclaimed King, 

rpHEN King David answered and said, Call me Bath-sheba. 

And uhe name into the king’s presence, and stood before 
the king. 

29 And the king sware, and said, As the Lord liveth, that 
hath redeemed my soul out of all distress, 

80 Even as I sware unto thee by the Lord God of Israel, 
saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and 
he sh^ sit ujpon my throne in my stead; even so will I 
certainly do this day. 

81 Th en Bath-sheba bowed with ?ier face to the earth, and 
did reverence to the king, and said, Let my lord king David 
live for ever. 

82 And king David said, Call me Zadok the priest, and 
Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. And 
they came before the king. 

33 The king also said unto them. Take with you the ser- 
vants of your lord, and cause Solomon my son to ride upon 
mine own mule, and bring him down to Gihon : 

84 And let ?adok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint 
him there king over Israel : and blow ye with the trumpet, 
and say, God save king Solomon. 

85 Then ye shall come up after him, that he may come and 
sit upon my throne ; for he shall be king in my stead : and I 
have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and over Judah. 

^86 And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king, 
and said, Amen : the Lord God of my lord the king say so too. 

87 As the Lord hath been with ray lord the king, even so 
be he with Solomon, and make his throne greater than the 
throne of my lord king David. 

88 So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and j 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethitcs, and the 
Pelethites, went down, and caused Solomon to ride upon king . 
David’s mule, and brought him to Gihon. 

89 And Zadok the priest took an horn of oil out of the 
tabernacle, and anointed Solomon. And they blew the trum- 
pet; and all the people said, God save king Solomon. 

40 And all the people came up after him ; and the people 
piped with pipes, and rejo^ped with great joy, so that the earth 
tent with the sound of them. 

41 And Adoniiah, and all the guests that were with him, 
beard it, as they had made an end of eating. And when Joab 
heard the sound of the trumpet, he ^aid, Wherefore is this 
noise of the city being in an uproar? 

42 And while he yet spake, behold, Jonathan the son of 
Abiathar the priest came : and Adonijah said unto him. Come 
in; for thou art a valiant man, and bringest good tidings. 

48 And Jonathan answered and said to Adonijah, Verily 
our lord king David hath made Solomon king. 

Bmscrnoirs UPOW I Kxsros i. — ^David had in great degree the suc- 
sours and the consolations of religion in hia old age. In addition fo 
figonr of intdleot, he had vigour of grace He traced up all his 


deliverances — and they were numerous — ^to Qod alone. Ood was 
with him in all his afflictions, ond, at lost, God delivered him out of 
them all. The rebellious and ambitious Adonijah did everything in 
his power to prevent Solomon from sitting on the throne of Israel ; 
but all in vain. The rulers of the Jews used every effort— yea, earth 
and hell united, strove to prevent Jesus from filling tlie mediatorial 
throne ; but all in vain. Ho bath ascended up on high ; ho has led 
captivity captive; and ho now fills his mediatorial throne in the 
iKuivens, and receives the homage and adoration of countless myriads 
of saints and angels. David could not livo for ever. His ashes 
repose with his fathers. His throne and dynasty have ceased to 
exist. The royalty of the tribe of Judah is no more ! Jesus, the 
root and offspring of David, lives — he lives for ever. He is the 
resurrection and the life. His throne can never be overturned. His 
name shall endure for ever I 

PRAYER. 

^ OD and Father of angels and saints, God and Father of 
our Lord and Mediator Jesus Christ, thou art the high 
and lofty one who inhabitest eternity and its praises; thy 
name is holy, and thou dwellcst in the high and holy plade. 
We, O Lord, arc thy humble petitioners. We are humble in 
circumstances and state, O that we may be humble in heart, 
and contrite and penitent in spirit ; then shall we enjoy the 
fulfilment of thy promise, to dwell with humble and contrite 
spirits, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the 
heart of contrite ones. Wc come unto thee, for we are en- 
couraged by thy merciful invitations ; we come unto thee, for 
we are constrained by our own necessities. We bow before 
thee, confessing our sins, and acknowledging that wo are the 
chief of sinners. With thy servant may we exclaim, with 
penitential sincerity and believing joy, This is a faithful say- 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ came 
into this world to save sinners, of whom we are the chief. 
AVe bow before, thee, O Lord, thankful to acknowledge thy 
mercies, and our unworthiness of the smallest tokens of thy 
goodness. AVc bow before thee, O Lord, earnestly to sup- 
plicate mercy and grace to help in every time of need. 

AVc desire with grateful hearts as a family to approach thy 
sacred presence. Wc thank thee that we have been preserved 
during the past night, and that we are now introduced by the 
hand of our Divine Mediator into tlic gracious presence of a 
prayer-hearing Go<l. What shall we render to the Lord for 
all his benefits toward us I We Mill take the cup of salvation, 
and call upon the name of tine Lord. 

Give tliy blessing, O Lord, in connection with the reading 
of the Holy Scriptures. May the usurpation of Adonijah 
remind us of far more formidable and dangerous usurpers, 
who are constantly attempting to obtain the possession of our 
souls. Preserve us, 0 Jesus, thou captain of our salvation, 
from the usurpation of Satan, tlic world, and our own lusts. 

Mai/ we never see our dear children the subjects of de-^ 
praved passions. Graciously defend them and our servants 
from the lust qf the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride 
of life. 

Great Immanuel, wc rejoice in tlij^ royal, mediatorial, and 
Divine honours. Thou art the anointed king of Zion, and 
thou wilt subdue all nations and kings under thee. Thou art 
proclaimed King. The arches of heaven have re-echoed with • 
the gracious proclamations ! Thou art crowned with glory, 
honour, and immortality. As joyful multitudes went forth to 
sec Solomon, to see the royal crown upen his head, may we 
by faith go forth and see thee our Divine Solomon wearing 
thy glorious crown, placed upon thy head on the day of thine 
espousals, and on the day of the gladness of thine heart. 

We humbly seek thy grace, to perform the duties and over- 
come the temptations of the day. Graciously hear the prayers 
and forgive the sins of thy bumble petitioners, for Jesus’ sak^p 
the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne. Amen. 
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THIBTIBTH WEEK.--TUESDAY EVENINO. 


PROVIDENCE. 

Alfred, Longftld, Alte Strut, 

1 U IGH in the hoavens, eternal Qod ! 

Thy goodness in full glory shines ; 

Thy truth shall break through every cloud 
That veils and dai'kens thy designs. 

2 For ever firm thy justice stands, 

As mountains their foundations keep ; 

Wise are tlic wonders of thy hands ; 

Thy judgments are a miglity deep. 

3 Thy providence is kind and largo, 

Both man and beast thy bounty share , 

The whole creation is thy charge, 

But saints iU*o thy peculiar care. 

4 JUy God ! how excellent thy grace, 

Whence all our hope and comfort springs : 

The sons of Adam, in distress, 

Fly to the shadow of thy wings. 

Watts, Pt , 36 . 

ACTS XXVIII. 

tSi, Paul at Mclita, 

A nd when they were escaped, then they knew that the 
island was called Mclita. 

2 And the barbai'ous people sliewcd us no little kindness : 
for they kindled a fire, and received us every one, because of 
the present rain, and because of the cold. 

3 And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid 
them on the fire, there came a viper out of the heat, and 
fastened on his hand. 

4 And when the liarbarians saw the venomous reptile hang 
on his band, they said among themselves, No doubt this man 
is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet 
vengeance sufferetli not to live. 

5 And he shook pff the reptile into the fire, and felt no harm. 
6 Howbeit, they looked when he should have swollen or 
fallen down dead suddenly : but, after they had looked a great 
while, and saw no harm come to him, they cliaiiged their 
minds, and said that he was a god. 

7 In the same quarters were possessions of the chief man of 
the island, whose name was Publius ; who received us, and 
lodged us three days courteously. 

8 And it came to jiass, that the father of Publius lay sick 
of a fever, and of a bloody flux : to whom Paul entered in, 
and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and healed him. 

9 So, when this was done, others also, which had diseases 
in the island, came and were healed : 

10 Who also honoured us wiili many honours; and when 
we departed, they laded us with such things as were necessary. 

11 And after three months tve departed in a ship of Alex- 
andria, which had wintered in the isle, whose sign was Castor 
and Pollux. 

12 And landing at Syracuse, wc tarried there three days. 

18 And from thence we fetched a compass, and came to 
Rhegium ; and after one day the south wind blew, and we 
came the next day to Puteoli : 

14 Where we found brethren, and were desired to tarry 
with them seven days ; and so we went toward Rome. 

13 And from thence, when the brethren heard of us,. they 
came to meet us as far as Appii Forum, and The tlirec taverns: 
whom, when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage. 

16 Ajid when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered 
the prisoners to the captain of the guard : but Paul was suf- 
fered to dwell by himself, with a soldier that kept him. 


Bkflectioks irPON Acts xxvm.—All who were in great peril in 
the riiip with Paul the Apostle escaped ; not one perished. Great 
must have been their joy and thankfmness when they stood upon the 
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rocky shores of Melits, and found that not ww of them hod peridind 
in the waters of the groat deep. Groat were Ote dangers to wUflh 
they were exposed ; by the especial caro and protection of Fnmdenoo 
they aU esca^. There was, at least, one wrestling, praying Muat 


•was never speni; m vaiu i mm.* 

of shipwreck, are nothing compared with those awihl spiritual 
dangers which the poor sinner escapes when he flees to Jesus, and 
obtains deliverance from sin, Satan, the world, the law as a covenant^ 
and tho miseries of hell. 0 may that deliverance be oms ! Amen. 

PRAYER. 

TT7E adore thee, O Lord, as a God of mercy, and we praise 
thee fpr all those manifestations of mercy which thou 
])ast shown to thy people in circumstances of suffering and 
danger. In all the sorrows of thy people, thou hast never 
forsaken them. Though the Lord cause grief, yet will he 
have compassion, according to the multitude of his mercies. 
What reason have we to say when we think of thy mercy, 
How kind are thy compassions, Lord I how slow thine anger 
moves I but soon be sends his pardoning word to cheer the 
souls of those who are the objects of his mercy. 

Innumerable are the mercies, O Lord, which thou hast 
conferred upon us. From our birth to the present moment, 
the history of our lives has been a history of thy continued 
mercies. Above all the mercies we have received, we desire 
more especially to thank thee for spiritual mercies. W'e thank 
thee for the means of grace, for the Holy Word, and for thy 
blessed day. If any of us have been called to be sharers of 
thy saving grace, we would sing aloud of thy mercy, and would 
exclaim, O give thanks unto the Lord, for ho is good, for his 
mercy endureth for ever. Blessed be God, who hath not 
turned away my prayer nor his mercy from me I 

Lord, suffer none of us to despise thy mercy. Long thou 
liast called upon us by thy word and provideuce, to flee to 
Jesus, the true city of refuge. Suffer us not to resist the kind 
and pressing calls of mercy. Convince us that, if we will not 
hear the kind call of thy mercy, we shalfbe oompelled to hear 
the alarming thunder of thy justice ; and that, if we refuse to 
be saved in thy love, we must submit to be destroyed in thine 
anger. 

Lord, deliver our dear children from hardness of heart. 
Touch their hearts by Divine grace^ if at they may see their 
true state — their sin, their dahger ; and open their hearts to 
admit Jesus and his grace. 

Have mercy upon us as a family, a congregation, and a 
nation. We have reason to mourn over our abuse of our 
great privileges, and have just cause to lament that in many 
cases we are far exceeded by heathens themselves. God forbid 
it should be said of us. It shall be more tolerable for TVre and 
Sidon, in the day of judgment, than for you. May we re- 
member the hospitalities of the pagans of Melita to Paul and 
tliose who accompanied him, and may we feel ashamed that 
in kind affections and amiable feelings we should be so much 
surpassed by untutored pagans. 

As Paul was preserved from the envenomed reptile which 
fastened on his hand, may we be preserved from the envy and 
malignity of all our enemies — from the evil of sin, and from 
Satan the crooked serpent. O heavenly Father, whatever 
plans they form for our injury, do thou mercifully defeat and 
overturn them all. 

We present our thanks for the temporal and spiritual bless- 
ings which we have this day ciijoyea; and we desire, under 
the influence of a grateful heart, to commit ourselves and all 
our relatives to thy care this night. Lord, hear Aese Ihe 
imperfect supplications of our heart, for our dear Badeemet^s 
sake. Amen. 



THIRTIETH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY MOENINO. 


DXATR LEADS TO IMMORTALITY, 
NttOiworth. JMU. Markt, 

^ ^ that must be trod, 

Ii XRan would over pass to God : 
k port of calms, a state of ease, 

From the rough rage of swelling seas. 

2 As men who long in prison dwell, 

With lamps that glimmer round the cell, 
Whenever their suffering years are run, 
Spring forth to greet the glittering sun : 

3 Such joy, though far transcending sense, 
HaTe pious souls at parting hence ; 

On earth, and in the body placed, 

A few, and evil years, they waste. 


Paunklu 


1 KINGS II. 

% 1 David^t Death, 

j^OW the days of David drew nigh that he should die; 
and he charged Solomon his son, saying, 

2 I go the way of all the earth ; be thou strong therefore, 
and shew thyself a man ; 

8 And keep the charge of the Lord thy God, to walk in his 
ways, to keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his 
judgments, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of 
Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou docst, and 
whithersoever thou turnest thyself: 

4 That the Lord may continue his word which he spake 
concerning me, saying, If thy children take heed to their way, 
to walk before me in truth with all their heart, and with all 
their soul, there shall not fail thee (said he) a man on the 
throne of Israel. 

6 Moreover thou knowest also what Joab the son of Zeruiah 
did to me, and what he did to the two captains of the hosts of 
Israel^ unto Abner the son of Ner, and unto Amasa the son of 
Jether, whom he slew, and shed the blood of war in peace, and 
put the blood of war upon his girdle that was about his loins, 
and in his shoes that were on liis feet. 

6 Do therefore according to thy wisdom, and let not his 
hoar head go down tefthe grave in peace. \ 

7 But shew kindness unto the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, 
and let them be of those that eat at thy table : for so they 
came to me when I fled because of Absalom thy brother. 

8 And, behold, thou hast with thee Shimei the son of Gera, 
a Benjamite of Bahurim, which cursed me with a grievous 
curse in the day when I Avent to Mahauaim : but ho came 
down to meet me at Jordan, and I sware to him by the Loud, 
saying, I will not put thee to death with the sword. 

9 Now therefore hold him not guiltless : for thou art a wise 
man, and knowest Avhat thou oughtest to do unto him ; but 
his hoar head bring thou down to the grave witli blood. 

10 So David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the 
city of David. 

11 And the days that David reigned over Israel were forty 
years: seven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and 
three years reigned he in Jerusalem. 

12 Then sat Solomon upon the throne of David bis father; 
and his kingdom was established greatly. 

41 And it was told Solomon that Shimei had gone from 
Jerusalem to Gath, and was come again.' 

42 And the king sent and called for Shimei, and said unto 
him, Did 1 not make thee to sware ny the Lord, and protested 
unto thee, saying. Know for a certain, on the day thou goest 
out, and walxest abroad any whither, that thou shalt surely 
die ? and thou saidst unto me, The word' that I haVe heard is 
good. 

46 And king Solomon sAu// be blessed, and the throne of 
David shaU be established before the Lord for ever. 

48 So the king commanded Benaiah the son of Jehoiada ; 


which went out, and fell upon him, that he died. And the 
kingdom was established in the hand of Solomon. 

Replectioks upon 1 Kings n. — ^Dand was deeply impressed with 
the near prospect of the termination of his life and reign, and of his 
entrance into that heaven of which he wrote and sung so sweetly, 
'*In thy presence is fulness of joy, and at thy right liand ore 
pleasures for evermore.” It is appointed for men once to die; and 
they are Avise who think daily of that appointed day, and who daily 
look to Jesus, the Conqueror of death, to deliver them from the sting 
of death. Like David, pious parents, especially on thoir dying bed, 
feel anxious and earnestly pray that tlieir offspring may dedicate 
themselves to Christ, and devote their persons and thoir all for 
advancing the interests of his kingdom. ‘*Tho Avages of sin is 
death ! ” In the prophetic denunciations of David against his 
enemies, and which were literally fulfilled in their disgraceful fatal 
end, wc have a solemn illustration of this serious truth recorded by 
the Apos tie's pen I 

PRAYER. 

^ OD and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Avhat are we, that avo arc permitted to take thy holy 
name into our polluted lips I what are we, that we are per- 
mitted as petitioners to approach thy throne, and present our 
supplications before thee ! what are Ave, that we arcj allowed 
to enjoy fellowship with thee, the king eternal, immortal, and 
invisible ! We desire to be lost in Avondcr, love, and praise, 
Avhen wc think tliat worms of the dust such as we, are admitted 
to the enjoyment of privileges so transcernleut and great. 

Wc liave now read of the death of David thy servant, a 
king of great piety, celebrity, and power. O Lord, 'the |)Owcr 
of the mightiest of earthly princes is abject weakness com- 
pared with thine ; and the duration of their government is 
only a passing dream, when compared with the eternal and 
undisturbed continuance of thy reign. Before the mountains 
were brought forth, or ever tliou liaclst formed the earth or the 
AAwld, even from everlasting to everlasting thou art God. O 
Lord, our God, we Avould rejoice in thy government. O Jesus 
our Saviour, we would rejoice in tljy reign as King of Zion. 

Sanctify to our minds what avc have now read of the last 
moments of the man according to God's own heart. May the 
graces Avhich adorned him adorn the mind of all avIio are 
invested Avith rule and authority in these lands, and in all 
lands. Like him, may they be men of prayer, zealous for the 
honour of God, and anxious for the prosperity of thy Church. 

We implore the influences of thy promised Spirit, that Ave 
may be enabled to follow the counsels which the expiring 
David delivered to Solomon, bis successor and son. Make us 
strong in the Lord. 

Make our beloved children and servants strong in the Lord ; 
strong to subdue their passions and lusts, strong to run the 
Christian race, and strong to fight the battles of the Lord of 
hosts. 

Holy Saviour, make us strong in thy strength, and wise in 
thy wisdom. In every duty, in every difficulty, and in every 
part of our journey to eternity, may we quit ourselves like 
men, and be strong. Instead of being discouraged at our 
own weakness, may we be encouraged by the power of tby 
gracious omnipotence. ^ 

Lord, prepare us for our latter end. When we shall he • 
gathered with our fathers, may our departure resemble that of ' 
David ; may we fall asleep in the arms of redeeming love, 
and exchange the clay tabernacle for the house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. 

Graciously receive the expressions of our thankfulness for 
the mercies of the past night, and assist and prosper us in all 
the duties of the day. ^ , 

H^ar and answer and forgive, for Jesus^ sake, who lived 
and Avas dead, and is alive for evermore. Amen. 
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THIttTIETH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EV1NIN&, 


CHRIST OUR HOPE. 

Charity* Sherboum* Vlverttan. u M. 

1 GOD of graco and righteousness, 

Hear and attend when I complain ; 

'J'hou hast enlarged mo in distress, 

Bow down a gracious ear again. 

2 Ye sons of men, in vain yo try 
To turn my glory into shame ; 

How long will scoffers love to lie 

And dare reproach my Saviour’s name ? 

3 Know that the Lord divides liis saints 
From all the tribes of men beside ; 

He hears tlic cry of penitents, 

I or the dear sake of Christ that died. 

4 AV'hoii our obedient hands have done 
A tliousand works of righteousness, 

^Vo put our trust in God alone, 

And glory in liis pardoning grace. 

Watts, Ps, 4. 

ACTS xxyiii. 

Paul preaching in Home* 

A NJ) it came to pass, that after three days, Paul called the 
chief of the Jews together: and when they were come 
together, he said unto them, Men and brethren, though I 
have committed nothing against the people or customs of our 
fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the 
i hands of tlie llotnims. 

18 Who, when they had examined me, would liave let me 
go, Ijecausc! there was no cause of death in me. 

19 Hut when the Jews spake against it, I was constrained 
to appeal unto Cmsar; not that I had ought to accuse my 
nation of. 

20 For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see 
you, and to speak with you: because that for the hope of 
Israel I am bound with this chain. 

21 And they said unto him, We neither received letters out 
of Judma concerning thee, neither any of the brethren that 
came shewed or spake any harm of tlice. 

22 But we desire to hear of thee what thou thiukest : for 
as concerning this sect, yve know that everywhere it is spoken 
against. 

23 And when they had appointed him a day, tliere came 
many to him into his lodging ; to whom he expounded and 
testilied the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning 
Jesus, "both out of the law of Moses, and otit of the prophets, 
from morning till evening. 

24« And some believed the things which were spoken, and 
some believed not. 

25 And when they agreed not among themselves, they 
departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, Well spake 
the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers, 

26 Saying, Go unto this people, and say. Hearing ye shall 
hear, and shall not understand ; and seeing ye shall see, and 
not perceive : 

27 For the heart of this pe6ple is waxed gross, and their 
oars are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed : lest 
they should see with their eyes, and hear with their cars, and 
understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I 
should heal them. 

28^ Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of 
God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it. 

29 And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, 
and had g^cat reasoning among themselves. 

80 Am Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, 
and received all that came in unto him, 

31 Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those 
things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confi* 
<lenoe, no man forbidding him. 
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Beflectiokb T7FOK Aois xxTni.--It is an evident and satiaftctoirf 
mark of grace when no outward ciroomstanoe^ however unpiopitiouSi 
indispose us to promote the great interests or ike QoepA of Christ. 
We iind some resemblance between the life of Jesus, and that of his 
faithful servant, the Apostle of the Gentiles. Though there was no 
cause of death found in Paid, the Jews wished to put him to death 
Though there was no cause of death found in Jesus, the Jews put 
him to death. In both oases, the envy and malice of the Jews were 
deadly and murderous. How inffnitely honourable and dignified 
was the position of tho great Apostle, in being bound with a chain « 
for tho sake of Christ, by whom his soul had been set at liberty 
from the bondage of sin, of Satan, of prejudice, and of bigotry. 
Are we among the number of those whom Jesus has set free ? 


PKAYER. 

Ti/T OST merciful Father, we acknowledge and adore thee as 
infinitely righteous and holy. All the acta of thy 
government, whether in reference to the world or the Church, 
arc acts of wisdom and justice. We rejoice that all thy faith- 
ful servants who have been unjustly treated by men and by 
human judges shall be publicly acquitted by thee before an 
assembled universe, at the last day. All thy ways are judg- 
ment; thou art a God of truth and without iniquity; jUst 
and right art thou. Thy right hand is full of righteousness. 
Righteousness and judgment are the habitation of thy throne. 
Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law 
is truth. 

We adore thy wise sovereignty, in permitting thine apostles 
and saints to suffer unjustly at the liands of wicked men; and 
we bless thee that all these sufferings have been overruled for 
good ; and we thank thee that thy servants have been enabled 
to look beyond the storms of the present life, to the peaceful 
calm of heaven, where a rest remaineth for the people of God. 
Ill all our sufferings for Christ, may wc remember his suffer- 
i^igs for us ; in all our sufferings for Christ, may we think of 
the blessedness of the celestial state, the rivers of immortal 
pleasure which flow from the throne of God and the Lamb. 

As Paul communicated an account oPhis unjust sufferings 
to his brethren in Rome, may we be instructed to value and 
improve the communion of the saints. Give us grace to 
communicate with freedom and prudence to those who are 
journeying with us to the heavenly world an account of our 
sufferings, temptations, perplexities, and sorrows, that we may 
enjoy the benefit of their sympathy, their counsel, and their 
prayers. Thus may we bear one another’s burdens, and so 
fulfil the law of Christ. 

Preserve our dear children from those associates whose 
example and counsel will rather hinder than promote their 
journey to heaven* 0 may they seek as their associates those 
who bear the image and adorn the Gospel of Christ* 

We thank thee, O Lord, for the Hope of Isbael. We 
thank thee for the promised Messiah, in whom axmient Israel 
hoped, and for whom they waited in earnest expectation for a 
long succession of ages. May Jesus be the anchor of our 
hope in the day of trial, the day of temptation, and the day 
of deatli. O for a lively faith to lay hold on Jesus as the sure 
anchor of our hope I While thy servant Paul was bound with 
a chain for the hope of Israel, graciously impart to us and 
our beloved relatives that hope of Israel, even a lively faith in 
Jesus, the true anchor of our hope ; then we shall be-eibotually 
set free from the chains of sin and the fetters of guilt. 

We present our grateful acknowledgments for the blessings 
of thy providence and grace afforded during the past day. 
May we lie down to rest, exercising vigorous faith and 
hope in Jesus, our Redeemer and Advocate. Lord, hear our 
imperfect prayers, and forgive our aggravated offences, for 
Jesus’ sake, the faithful and true Witoessi Amen. 


THIETIETH WEBK.—THITESDAY MOENING. 



AW lfHAT I SHALL OimB THEE. 

QM«f Nt»» Lummrd^i* CMham, SioeL p. m. 

) ^OUB, Bbul, thy emt prepare, 

^ Jesus lores to ahswer prayer ; 

Jesus who hath bid thee pray 
Catmot, will not say thee nay. 

2 fhoxt art coming to a King, 

Xiarge petitions with thee bring ; 

Such his grace, his bounty such, 

Kone can ever ask too much. 

3 Lord ! I come to thee for rest, 

Take possession of my breast ; 

There thy blood-bought right maintain, 

There without a riv J reign. Namrov 

j “gsI^ 

Scitcmcn praying for Wiodom, 

A ND Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
and took PharaoVs daughter, and brought her into the 
city of David, until lie had made an end of building his own 
house, and the house of the Lord, and the wall of Jerusalem 
round about. 

2 Only the people sacrificed in high places, because there 
was no house built unto the name of the Lord, until those 

days. 

8 And Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of 
David his father : ohly he sacrificed and burnt incense in high 
places. 

4 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there ; for that 
was the great high place : a thousand burnt offerings did SoIo> 
mon offer upon that altar. 

6 In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by 
night: and God said. Ask what I shall give thee. 

6 And golomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant 
David my father great mercy, according as he walked before 
thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of 
heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kind- 
ness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as 
it is this day. 

7 And now, O Loffn my God, thou hast made thy servant 
king instead of David my father : and 1 am but a little child ; 
I know not haw to go out or come in. 

8 And thy servant w in the midst of thy people which thou 
hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor 
counted for multitude. 

9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to 
judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad : 
for who IS able to judge this thy so great a people ? 

10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had 
asked this thing. 

11 And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this 
thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life ; neither hast 
asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine 
enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern 
judgment; 

12 Behold, I have done according to thy words : lo, I have 
given thee a wise and an understanding heart ; so that there 
was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any 
arise like unto thee. 

18 And I hare also given thee that which thou hast not 
adeed, bofli riches, and honour : so that there shall not be any 
among the kiags like unto thee all thy days. 

14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to k^p my statutes 
and my oommandiments, as thy father David did walk, then 1 
will lengthen thy days. 

16 And Solomon awoke; and, behold, it was a dream. 
And he came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the 
oorenant ai die Lord, and offered up burnt offerings, and 
Offhr^ peace offimnga, and made a feast to all his servants. 


BoBiLKoriORS UPOK 1 Kikgs iu.— AU ianccB and friendships formed 
with the ungodly by those who oro the imi takcrs of grace, never 
fail to prove snares to their souls. When we think of the wisest of 
men and of princes falling into this sin, wc have indeed reason to 
exclaim in the language of his holy and inapued father, “ Lord, 
what is man?*’ While the volume of ett^mal tnith givers a faithful 
account of the graces and excellences of God’s saints, it is also faith- 
ful in pointing out their blemishes and faults : and if wo hmuI it 
with conscientious attention and application, wt? shall not fail to see 
that it furnishes a most faithful and minute picture of our own 
hearts. What an ornament, w'hat an inheritance, wluit an honour 
is wisdom ! May our souls bo captivated with its loveliness, and 
charmed with its excellonco. May wo seek it as silver, and search i 
for it as for hidden treasures. May our prayers rise daily to the , 
heavenly throne, that our God and Saviour may send down upon ua 
this blessing from above. ' 

PEAYER. I 

^ LORD our God, thou art he who fillest the hungry with 
^ good things, whilst the rich arc scut empty away. In 
approaching thy throne, may wc be among the number of ' 
those who are hungering and thirsting after righteousness, 
and who shall be filled. We dchire, on the morning of this ' 
day, to approach thy throne under the sensible impression of 
our need of spiritual blessings and of Divine grace. Wc feel 
our need of temporal blessings for our bodies this day : O that 
we were equally sensible of our need of spiritual blessings for 
our souls 1 We rejoice that thou hast promised that such as 
come unto thcc weary and heavy laden, thou wilt give them 
rest. Wc plead the fulfilment of thy promise. Holy Spirit, 
teach and enable us to hunger atul thirst after pardoning 
mercy, rejoicing that Ave shall not be sent empty away. 
Teach us to hunger and thirst aft(jr sanctifying and comfort- 
ing mercy, rejoicing that wc shall not he sent empty away. 
May we long for Christ and spiritual blessings more than for 
our natural food ; and may we desire the experience of thy 
favour and love far more than the esteem and friendship of 
the most affcictionate of earthly relations. 

We thank thee that wo are brought in safety to another 
day, and that a kind and special Providence mercifully watched 
over us during the helpless hours of sleep. Every morning 
we awake may we remember the great end of our existence, 
and may we make some progress this day on which we have 
entered in knowledge of Divine things, in holiness, in tlie 
mortification of the flesh, and in glorilying our God. Let not 
this be a lost day, but may w(' redeem the time, seeing the 
days are evil. Lord, give us thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
walk before thcc in truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness 
of heart. We seek from our God holiness of heart and' holi- 
ness of life. May we have the inward experience of thy love, 
and may we outwardly manifest the powerful influence of tljy 
grace. We come to thee as Solomon did, and we pray for 
wisdom. As to our knowledge, experience, and attainments, 
wc are but little children, and we would therefore ask an 
understanding heart. Lord, give us thy heavenly light, by 
which wo sh^ become acquainted with ourselves, bjr which 
wc shall discern the glory of all thy perfections shining so 
pre-eminently in Jesus Christ, and by which we shall see 
wonderful things in thv law. 

Inspire the minds of our children with an ardent thirst for 
saving wisdom and Divine knowledge. Like David* s son, may 
they not seek for themselves riches nor length of days, but may 
they ask for a wise and understanding heart. 

We thank our God for the Holy Scriptures, and the ordi- 
nances of religion, which are the means «f saving wisdom , 
and we praise thee for the promise of the Holy Ghost, by 
whose grace these means are rendered effectual to the soul. 

Lord, hear these our humble and imperfect prayers, only 
for the sake of Jesus, wbo shed his blood for us. Amen. 
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THIRTIETH WEEK.— THURSDAY EVENING. 


THB AFOBTLES’ COMMISSION. 

Coitage* Triumphant* Wareham, U M. 

1^0 preach my Gospel, saith the Lord, 

Bid the whole earth my grace receive; 

Ho shtdl bo saved that trusts my word, 

He shall be lost that won’t believe. 

I 2 I’ll make your great commission known, 

j And ye shall prove my Gospel true, 

[ By all the works tliat I have done, 

By all the wonders yo shall do. 

j 3 Go hcnl the sick, go raise the dead, 

[ Go cast out devils in my name ; 

Nor let my prophfits be afraid, 

Though Greeks reproach, and Jews bla.splicme. 

4 Teach all the nations my commands ; 

I’m with you till the world sluill end ; 
jMl power is Irusted to my hands, 

1 can destroy, and I defend. 

VVAm, rj8, B. /. 

ROMANS I. 

PaiiVit Mimon, 

P AUL, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, 
separated unto tlie gospel of Ood, 

2 (Wliich he liad promised afore by liis propliets in the 
holy scriptures,) 

3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was 
made of the seed of David according to the flesh ; 

4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according 
to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead : 

5 By whom we have received grace and apostlcship for 
obedience to the faitli among all nations, for his name : 

6 Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ : 

7 To all that he in Rome, beloved of God, called to be 
saints: Grace to you, and peace from God our Father, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

8 First, I tliauk my God through Jesus Christ for you all, 
that your faith is spoken of tlirouglxout the wliole world. 

9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in 
the gospel of liis Son, that without ceasing I make mention 
of you always in iny prayers. 

10 Making request, if by any means now at length I might 
have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto 
you. 

11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some 
spiritual gift, to the end yc may he established ; 

12 That is, that I may be comforted together with you by 
the mutual faith both of you and me. 

13 Now 1 would not have you ignorant, brethren, that 
oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) 
that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among 
other Gentiles. 

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; 
both to the wise, and to the unwise. 

15 So, as much as in me is, 1 am ready to preach the 
gospel to you that are at Rome also. 

Rkfluctions upon Romans i. — H ow delightful and encouraging it 
is to know and believe that Jesus, who is tho depositary of all I 
wisdom and grace, is tho king and head of his Church ; and that 
offices and ordinances which are necessary for the maintenance of 
the truth, and for tho interest of his Church, originate in him, and 
are appointed by him’ Exalted was that place which Jesus filled 
in t^ho heart and affections of the holy Apostle. He never mentions 
his name, or speaks of his works of mercy and grace, without testify- 
ing that love to his Lord, of no ordinary kind, glowed in his ^som. 
Let each one of us ask, as under the discerning eye of an omniscient 
God, ''What think 1 of Christ?*’ Ever may Jesus be to us the 
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chiofest among ten thousand, and altogether lovelyB What a bleesed 
example tho Apbstle presents before us in his love to the brethttin! 
May wo bear some resemblanoe to him in tho possession and exer* 
cise of this peculiarly blessed and heavenly grace ! Then, by out 
love to tho brethren, we shall know that we have passed from death 
to life. Are wo the children of God ? ^en we w^ highly value 
the communion of the saints. If we delight in thoir fellowship on 
earth, it is an evidence that wo shall enjoy their weiety in heaven. 
Numerous are the interruptions of the fellowship of saints here 
below. But when they reach their heavenly home,^ they shall meet 
to part no more for ever. These words greatfy delighted the heart 
of the Apostle in the midst of all his affliSUons, and they greatly 
delight US : " Wo shall be ever with the Lord.” 


PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, enable us to enter into thy sacred 
presence, under a deep and adoring impression of thy 
love, which passeth all knowledge and conception. Truly, 
thy goodness shines in all thy works ; but when we turn our 
attention to the gift of thy well-beloved Son, and when we 
think of what has been accomplished by his atonement and 
intercession, we see the goodness, mercy, and love of our God 
shining with pre-eminent brightness and glory. O that, in 
approaching tliy throne, we felt a portion of that adoring 
astonishment of Divine love manifested in Jesus which Paul 
the Apostle of the Gentiles felt I O the height and depth 
and breadth and length of the love of God, in sending his Son 
into the w orld, and in giving him up to the death for us all 1 
May this unexampled manifestation of mercy enkindle in our 
hearts that flame of admiration, love, and praise, which shall 
continue and increase for ever and ever. As a family we 
would now sing. Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, 
and good will towards men ! 

Wc thank thee, O thou King of Zion, for raising up from 
the midst of the Jewish church Saul of Tarsus, to be the 
apostle of the Gentiles, to be one of the most extensively 
successful heralds of the Gospel, and to be one of the most 
highly honoured atid useful penmen of the inspired volume. 
Wc praise thee for all that has been done through his in- 
strumentality in extending the Gospel, and in enlarging the. 
boundaries of the Mediator’s kingdom. O inspire all thy 
ministering servants with a large portion of that noble, zealous, 
disinterested, and Divine spirit which so remarkably charac- 
terised thy servant. O may they imitate him in the matter 
of their preaching ! May Jes^, in his personality, his son- 
ship, his incarnation, his atonement, his resurrection, and his 
intercession befbre the throne, be the chief subjects of their 
public instruction. May all thy professed servants receive 
abundantly out of thy fulness, and grace for grace; then they 
shall determine to know nothing among their people but Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified; then shall the ea^hen vessel be 
filled with the heavenly treasure, that the excellen<y of the 
power may appear to be of God, and not of man. 

Bless to our offspring a preached Gospel* May we soon 
witness satisfying evidence that 4hey have received grace and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We would affectionately pray for all who are related to us, 
after the flesh ; may we be related to them after the Spirit. 
May they and we possess the same Divine ^race ; then shall 
we be mutually comforted by each other’s faith. ^ Lord, com- 
municate to all our minds a powerful desire, of being useful to 
one another. Like Paul, may we be desirous to impart unto 
all our relatives and friends some spiritual gif^ to the end 
they may bo established. 

Lord, forgive the sins and failings of this day, and accept 
our thanks for personal and domestic blessings. May we 1 m 
encompassed by thy love this night. All we ask is in the 
name of our divine Uigh-priest, Jesus Christ Amesu 


THIRTIETH WBEK*— FRIDAY MOftNING. 


>IUTBE rOE CHILBUN. 


Sbmmr* Motkam, 


1 O RACIOTTS Lord, our ohUdren boo, 
M By thy mercy we are free ; 

Bat Bbidl tneBOi aloB ! remain 
Subjects still of Satan’s reign ? 
Israd’s young oneSi when of old 
Pharaoh threatened to withhold ; 
Then thy messenger said, No ; 

Let the oluldren also go. 

2 When the angel of the Lord, 
Drawing forth his dreadM sword, 
Slow, with an avenging hand, 

AH the frrst-bom of the land ; 

Then thy people’s doors he passed, 
"Where the bloody sign was placed ; 
Hear us, now, upon our knees, 

Plead the blood of Christ for those 1 


1 KINGS III. 

Solomon* B wise Dccitioiu 

f^PHEN came there two women, that wei^e harlots, unto the 
king, and stood before him. 

17 And the one woman said, 0 my lord, I and this woman 
dwell in one house ] and I was delivered of a child with her In 
the house. 

18 And it came to pass the third day after that I was 
delivered, that this woman was delivered also ; and w^e xvere 
together ; there was no stranger with us in the house, save we 
two in the house. 

19 And this woman^s child died in the night : because she 
overlaid it. 

20 And she arose at midnight, and took my son from beside 
me, while thine handmaid slept, and laid it in her bosom, and 
laid her dead child in my bosom. 

Jll And when I arose in the morning to give my child suck, 
behold, it was dead : but when I had considered it in tlie 
morning, behold, it wm not my son, whicli I did bear. 

22 And the other woman said, Nay; but the Jiving is my 
son, and the dead is thy son. And this said. No ; but the 
dead is thy son, and the living is my son. Thus they spake 
before the king. 

23 Then said the king, The one saith, This is my son that 
liveth, and thy son is the dead : and the other saith, Nay ; 
but thy son is the dead, and my son is the living. 

24? And the king said. Bring me a sword. And they brought 
a sword before the king. 

26 And the king said, Divide the living child in two, and 
give half to the one, and half to the other. 

26 Then spake the woman whose the living child xvas unto 
the king, for her bowels yeanied upon her son, and she said, 
O my lord, give her the living child, and in no wise slay 
it. But the other said. Let it be neither mine nor thine, hut 
divide i/. 

27 Then the king answered and said, Give her the living 
child, and in no wise slay it : she is the mother thereof. 

28 And all Israel heard of tlie judgment which the king 
had judged ; and they feared the king for they saw that the 
wiadom of God was in him, to do judgment. 

RxVxzonoirB trrojf 1 Knros in. — There are no ruins to bo com- 
pared with a soul in ruins ! Such ruins appctir affecting and 
peoidiaily distressing when we see women, whose natures arc 
susoeplible .of most tender and amiable emotions and affections, 
sunk into the lowest state of human depravity and pollution ; yet 
they are npt beyond reach of hope. Our Saviour stat^ what 
unm iUnstratod by many omimples, that oven such enter into the 


kingdom of heaven sooner than scribes, pharisees, and hypooritea, 
with aH their fair professions, being wolves in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly ravening wolves, and having a name to Uvo while dead* 
Solomon’s decision in the case of the two degraded women, was an 
admirable display of early wisdom, which shone with such unparal* 
leled lustre in Hie future period of his history and reign. The 
wisdom of Jesus shone with great brightness in the stmtenco pro* 
nounced upon the woman brought before him by hypocritical Jews ; 
To her accusers he said, “ He that is without sin among you, let him 
cast the first stone.” To the woman ho said, Go, and sin no more.” 


PRAYER. 

^ LORY to thy name, God of grace, that, notwitlistanding 
our vileness, imworthiness, ignorance, and guilt, we have 
constant and abundant encouragement to draw near to the 
throne of grace, and present our earnest, humble prayers. 
Though we are thine offending children, thou art saying to 
us, Seek ye my face. Our Father who art in heaven, we 
desire with our hearts to reply, Thy face, O Lord, will we 
seek. Wc praise thee that thou hast given an especial bless- 
ing to those who frequent the throne of grace. Blessed are 
they whom thou clioosest, and causest to approach unto thee. 
We bless thee that we have found it good to draw near unto 
thee, for thou art gracious to them tliat seek thee ; and thou 
liast never said to any of thy servants. Seek ye me in vain. 
What reason have we to rejoice that thou art rich in mercy 
to all them that call upon thee, to all tlmt call upon thee in 
truth ! 

Bless to us the reading of the Scriptures. O graciously 
put thy laws into our minds, and write them in our hearts ; 
and give us that lively faith in Christ M hich will lead us to see 
that a sentence of pardon is pronounced upon us, and that our 
sins and iniquities shall be remembered no more. 

O teach our dear children the Divine lesson of prayer. May 
they begin their days vnlli prayer, may they spend their lives 
in jiraxjer ; and when their mortal career terminates, they shall 
exiter upon a life of praise beyond the grave. 

What reason have wc, O Lord, constantly to mourn over 
the depravity of our fallen nature ! When we look around us, 
and see the multitudes who are serving and indulging their 
lusts to the ruin of their souls, what cause have wc to mourn 
and weep over the extensive and deadly ravages of sin ! Lord, 
have mercy on our depraved race, and Imsten thq arrival of 
that glorious day when the licarts of all the nations of the 
earth shall be turned unto thee, and when, agreeably to thy 
promise, there shall be new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwcllcth righteousness. 

Thy Word we have now read reminds us of our infant state, 
when, as feeble, helpless babes, we hung upon our mother’s 
breast. Lord, we bless thee for preserving us in the infant 
period of our days. We thank thee that, in thy kind provi- 
dence, we have survived those diseases peculiar to infancy, 
and by which thousands have been removed to an untimely 
grave. Glory to thy great name, 0 Jesus, thou didst not 
only appear in our nature, but thou wast actually bom of 
a woman, and didst assume the feeble form of a weeping 
infant. We rejoice that the Church has been enabled for 
ages to sing triumphantly of thine infancy, Unto us a child 
is bora, unto us a Son is given, and the government is upon 
his shoulders. 

O Lord, as thou didst give wisdom to Solomon to decide 
respecting the babes, give wisdom to all our judges and 
magistrates to give righteous decisions. 

Graciously accept of our thanks for the mercies of the past 
night. ^.viBless oi;ur approach to thy throne of grace. Smile 
upon^ this day' iuw our duties and engagements. For the 
sake^^^uf Jesus, w# humbly implore the answer cf .our prayers 
and the aooeptanoe out persons. Amen. 

a n 417 


THIRTIETH WEEK.— FRIDAY EVENING-. 


rats 008FEI. or christ. 

Fomdry. Newport, Portugal, 

1 fJOD, in the Gospel of his son, 

" Makes his eternal counsels known ; 
'Tis here his richest mercy shines, 

And truth is drawn in fairest lines. 

2 Here sinners of a humble frame 

May taste his grace, and learn his name ; 
'Tis writ in characters of blood, 

Severely just, immensely good. 

3 Here Jesus, in ten thousand ways, 

Ilis soul-attracting cliorms displays, 
llecounts his poverty and pains. 

And tells his love in melting strains. 


Bbddome. 


ROMANS I. 

The World without the OospeL 

F or I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ : for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth ; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from 
faith to faith : as it is wTitten, The just shall live by faith. 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the 
truth in unrighteousness ; 

19 Because that wliich may be known of God is manifest 
in them ; for God hath shewed it unto them. 

20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that 
arc made, even his eternal power and Godhead ; so that they 
are without excuse : 

21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him 
not as God, neither were thankful : but became vain in their 
imaginations, and their foolish lieart was darkened. 

22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 

23 And changed tlic glory of the incorruptible God into an 
imago made like to coiTuptible man, and to birds, and four- 
footed beasts, and creeping things. 

24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, 
through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own 
bodies between themselves : 

25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worship- 
ped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is 
blessed for ever. Amen. 

28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do 
those things which arc not convenient ; 

29 Being filled wdth all unrighteousness, fornication, wicked- 
uess, covetousness, maliciousness ; full of envy, murder, debate, 
deceit, malignity ; wlrispcrers, 

80 Backbitew, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, 
inventom of evil things, disobedient to parents, 

31 Without understanding, covenant-breakers, without na- 
tural affection, implacable, unmerciful : 

82 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which 
commit such things are worthy of death, not only do. the | 
same, but have pleasure in them that do them. I 


llBfUKnroKS UPON Boh. z. — The Gospel is intrinsioally glorious. 
It is a stream of l^o firom the Divine Fountain of life. It is a 
coUeotion of pure light emanating from the Siui of righteousness, 
who is the .^oxy oz the Ohurch triumphant in heaven, and the 
light and blessedness of the Church militant on earth. How glo- 
rious also Is the ((pspel in its effects when applied by the i^rine 
Spirit to the heart It changes, morally and spmtnally oonridered, 


tho lion into the lamb, and the serpent into the dote* It mskee 
rebel a loving subject, the alien an affectionate son. It polisnei 
tho rude barbarian, and makes the proud philoso^er an nnmUe 
disciple at Jesus' feet. It makes children of wrath tiie childron of 
the living God; it sets the captive free, and it makes the heir iff 
hell an heir of heaven. 0 what a change ! What a blewed, heavenly 
change ! Paul loved the Gospel for what it is in itself, for the 
benefit it conferred on man, and for the glory which it brought to 
God. For these reasons, may the Gospel D© the olject of our 
admiration and the source of our delight ! 


PRAYER. 

O LORD, how infinitely glorious art thou in holiness I 
When we think of the holiness of thy nature, thy pur- 
poses, thy laws, and thy throne, what reason have we to cry 
out in deep abasement. What is man, that he should be dean? 
and he that is born of a woman, that he should be righteous ? 
Behold, God putteth no trust iu his saints ; yea, the heavens 
are not clean in his sight : how much more abominable wd 
filthy is man, which drinketh iniquity like water! Shall 
mortal man be more just than God? Shall a man be mora 
pure than his maker? Behold, he putteth no trust in his 
servants ; and his angels he chargeth with folly : how much 
less in them that dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is 
in the dust, which ai’e crushed before the moth ? 

Wc confess the dreadful depravity of our fallen nature, and 
we would lament the truth and justice of the frightful picture 
of human corruption so faithfully depicted in the portion of 
Scripture now read. We confess, as a family and as indi- 
viduals, the wickedness, the covetousness, the maliciousness, 
and tlie envy of our hearts. We acknowledge, to oip shame, 
that we have not only taken pleasure in the commission of sin 
(jurselvcs, but have taken pleasure in the workers of miquity. 
Wc would mourn over the malady of sin, which continues to 
overspread the whole human race. O send abroad, over the 
face of the earth, tho purifying and healing waters of the 
Gospel of Christ. O send speedily that blessed Gospel which 
is the wonderful and gracious power of God to every one that 
believeth ; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. We thank 
God that the Gospel has been instrumental in the salvation of 
myriads, in turning their hearts from vanity and lies, and in 
directing their thoughts to God, to holiness, to heaven, and 
immortality. May each one iff our family feel the illuminat- 
ing, sanctifying, and saving influence of the Gospel of Christ* 
While that sacred light is shining around us, O may it shine 
within us. While its affectionate and urgent calls are ad- 
dressed to us, under the high sanction of God'a authority 
and love, suffer us not to resist the kind and merciful invita- 
tions. 

0 touch the hearts of our children with thy Divine and 
gracious power. Convince them, and our servants, cf the 
solemn importance of an immediate acceptance of the affers cf 
mercy ; convince them of the danger of delay. 

Look down with pity on such among us, and look with pity 
on such among our relatives and the congregation with whion 
we are associated, as are hardened under the means of grace, 
and who have hitherto resisted the calls of mercy. Convince 
them that the wrath of God will be very particularly rerealed 
against the ungodliness and Unrighteousness of such trans- 
gressors. O sufier them not to slumber in cold indifference 
upon the brink of endless woe. 

Bless to us, gracious God, the duties and events of the day; 
and, under a grateful sense of thine unmerited kindness, we 
would retire to rest this night, relying upon the merojr and 
promise of our God. Merdmlly hear, and antwaiv ikud meoeft,. 
for Jesus our Redeemer’s sake, Amem 




THIRTIBTH WBBK.~(3ATUEDAY HORNING. 


C^IIZtT XZ4LTXII TO HIS KINGDOM. 
Srtidlgg, Mamsgatt. JMg. OhariL 
1 T^Ylll r^'oioed in God his strength, 

^ Baisedrto the throne by special gt'ace, 
But Christ the Bon appears at length, , 
Fulfils the triumph and the praiso. 

fi How great is the Ifessiah’s joy 
In the salration of thv hand ! 

Loiri, thou hast raised his kingdom high, 
And given the world to his command. 

G Thy goodness grants whatever lie will, 

Nor doth the least request withhold ; 
Blessings of love prevent him still. 

And crowns of glory, not of gold. 


Waits, Ps. 21. 


1 KINGS IV. 

Tke Glory of Solomon, 

QO king Solomon was king over all Israel. 

20 Judah and Israel were maujr, as the sand which is by 
the sea in multitude, eating and drinking, and making merry. 

21 And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the river 
unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the border of Egypt : 
they brought presents, and served Solomon all the days of his 
Ufe. 

22 And Solomon^s provision for one day was tliirty mea- 
sures of fine fiour, and threescore measures of meal, 

28 Ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pastures, and 
an hundred sheep, beside harts, and roebucks, and iailowdeer, 
find fatted fowl. 

24 For ho had dominion over all Me region on this side the 
river, from Tiphsah even to Azzah, over all the kings on this 
side the river : and he had peace on all sides round about him. 

25 Aind Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under 
his vine and under his fig tree, from Daii even to Beer-sheba, 
adl the days of Solomon. 

26 Ana Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for his 
chariots, and twelve thousand liorsemen. 

27 And those officers provided victual for king Solomon, 
and for all that came unto king Solomon's table, every man in 
his month : they lacked nothing. 

28 Barley also and straw for the homes and dromedaries 
brought they unto the place where l/ie officers were, every 
man according to his charge. 

29 And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding ex- 
ceeding much, and largeness of lieart, even as the sand that 
i$ on the sea shore. 

80 And Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the 
children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt. 

81 For he was wiser than all men ; than Ethan the Ezra- 
hite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Earda, the sons of Mahol : 
and his frme was in all nations round about. 

, 82 And he spake three thousand proverbs : and his songs 
were a thousand and five. 

88 And he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in 
“ Lebanon, even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall : 
he spake also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, 
and of fishes. 

84 And there came of all people to hear tlie wisdom of 
Solomon from aU kings of the earth, which had heard of his 

wisdom. 

Tlyin r.ip/yrTATyft tTvoN 1 KixGB IV. — ^Extonsivc wos the rcign of Solo- 
mon. eSuist, as Qod, reigns over the universe; and as Mediator, 
ids kingdom extend from sea to sea, and from the river to the 
ende oF the earth. All the surrounding princes and nations paid 
trihate to I s ra eV s kiiur • and the joyful, prosperous day is destined 
to. atrivo, hx heaven's immutable decree, when all nations, with 


their rulers and princes, sh^ pay their homage at our Savionris 
feet. Solomon had astonishing resources at his command : in Jesue 
dwells all the fiilness of the Godhead bodily. Fur did the fame of 
Solomon’s wisdom extend : the unerring and boundless wi^om of 
Christ fills saints on earth with wonder, and excites and calls forth 
the admiration and tho praises of angels, and the Bpirits of just men 
made perfect in heaven. Grout words of wisdom fell from Solomon’s 
lips : grace is poured into Jesus’ lips. His words are os ointment 
poured forth ; they exhale the fragrance of heaven. His word is 
penetrating os the two-edgod sword, and its brightness infinitely 
surpasses the glory of the ffimoment. 

PRAYER. 

i^REAT and glorious Immanuel, thou art the light of tho 
world. Thou art the light of the visible universe, and 
the Creator of those orbs of brightness which rule the day 
and preside over the night. Thou art the light of the rational 
world, for thou didst communicate reason and understanding 
to angels and men. Thou art the light of the Church. Thou 
art the briglit and moruing star, and thou chascst away the 
clouds of pagan ignorance which cover the nations, and the 
clouds of natural ignorance, depravity, and folly, which over- 
spread the minds of men. O thou Sun of righteousness, rise 
on our souls, and let each member of our family be brought 
under tliy healing wings. Give us grace to refuse any longer 
to walk agreeably to the dictates of our own corruptea minds, 
but may we walk in the light of saving wisdom and grace, as 
thou, O J esus, art in the light. Thus may we have fellow- 
ship with thee, the Father, and with thy Son Jesus Christ. 
We present before thee our sinful hearts, that they may be 
efiTectually purified by the renovating influences of the Holy 
Ghost. May we be the partakers of that blessed hope by 
which wo shall purify ourselves even as thou art pure ; and 
impart unto us that ardent love by which we shall exemplify 
practical godliness, and delight to run in the way of thy com- 
mandments. 

We desire with unfeigned gratitude to present our thanks- 
giving for tlie mercies of tho past night. On tho morning ol 
another returning day, enable us as a family and as individuals 
thus to dedicate ourselves to thee our God : Lord, wo are thine, 
entirely thine, purchased and saved by Divine love ; with all 
our hearts we would be thine, and own thy sovereign right to 
rcign over us for ever. 

Teach us to enter on the duties and encounter the diffi- 
culties of tho day, under the delightful impression that we 
arc thine, that wo are no longer our own, but bought with 
love Divine. 

Let a sacred and Divine influence attend what we have now 
read of the splendour, the power, the extent, and the wisdom 
of the reign of Solomon. O Jesus, we rejoice in thy boimd- 
less and unerring wisdom, compared with which the wisdom 
of Solomon is less than a ray of light. Lord Jesus, impart to 
us of tho stores of thy wisdom. Give increasing degrees of 
wisdom to all thy ministering servants throughout the world. 
Smile on those young men w'ho are candidates for the holy 
ministry, and make them wise in all the blessed and glorious 
mysteries of thy cross and kingdom. We pray, O Jesus, for 
the extension of thy kingdom. Wo long for the day when all 
nations shall bow before thy sceptre, and enjoy the nnspeak- 
able benefits of thy blessed government. Great were tho 
prosperity and happiness of the subjects of King Solomon; 
but, O how blessed and happy shall the nations be, great 
Immanuel, when thy reign overspreads the earth ! Hasten 
that glorious day I 

Bow the hearts of our dear children and domestics b^ore 
thee; may they touch thy golden sceptre, and live for ever. 

These our prayers we present before a prayer-hearing God, 
through Jesus Chrsit, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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THIRTIETH WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENING. 


000*8 PATIENCE PAODUCINO REPENTANCE. 

OolehMter* Webater^i, Wantage, Bangor, c. K. 

J. A ND are we sinners yot alive ? 

^ And do we yot rebel ? 

^Tifl boundless, His amazing love, 

That bears us up from liell. 

2 The burthen of our weighty guilt 
Would sink us down to llamcs, 

And threatening vengeance rolls 
To crush our feeble frames. 
a Almighty goodness cries, Porbear, 

And straight the thunder stays; 

And dare we now provoke his wrath 
And weary out his grace ? 

4 Lord, wo have long abtised tliy love, 

Too long indulged our sin ; 

Our aching hearts eHn bleed to see 
What rebels we have been. 

Watto, 10.5, A //. 

ROMANS II. 

Consequencee of Sin, 

nnHEREFORE thou art inexcusable, O man, wliosoevcr thou 
art that judgest : for wherein thou judgest another, thou 
condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same 
things. 

2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is according 
to truth against them which commit such things. 

8 And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which 
do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the 
judgment of God ? 

4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbear, 
ance and long-suffering; not knowing that the goodness of 

j God leadeth thee to repentance ? 

5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurcst 
up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation 
01 the righteous judgment of God ; 

6 Who will render to every man according to bis deeds : 

7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek 
for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life : 

8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the 
truth, but obey unrigliteousness, indignation and wrath, 

9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that 
doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile ; 

10 But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh 
good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile ; 

11 For there is no respect of persons with God. 

12 For as many as have sinned without law shall also 
perish without law : and as many as have sinned in the law 
shall be judged by the law ; 

18 (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but 
the doers of the law shall be justified. 

14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by 
nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the 
law, are a law nnto themselves : 

15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, 
their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the 
meanwhile accusing or else excusing one another ;} 

16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by 
Jesus Christ according to my gospel. 

17 Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, 
and makest thy boast of God, 

18 And knowest his will, and approvest the things that are 
more excellent, being instructed out .of the law; 

19 And art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the 
blind, a light of them which are in darkness, 

20 An instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which 
hast the. form of knowledge and of the truth in the law. 
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Bbpleotioks vpov Boxaks n.— They are wise who dsdj sit as 
impartial judges upon their own hearts and Hves, and who are more 
rea(iy to condemn themselves than to judge and pais sentezvoe upon 
others. Important, solemn truth — they who unjoi^y Judge and 
condemn others, plainly testify that they themsdves are oondemned 
of God ! Lot such remember, that if they could ride upon the wings 
of the wind, or command the swiftness of the lightning, they cannot 
escape from Divine justice, when that awM day for retribution 
arrives ! There arc no sins which God punishes with more severity 
than those which ore committed against his mercy, and there are no 
sins which more effectually harden the heart with impenitence and 
enmity. The rich man is accumulating earthly treasures ; the phUo. 
sopher is laying up stores of earthly wisdom and knowledge; the 
believer is laying up an inheritance in heaven. Ahs ! the Gospel 
despiscr is heaping up wrath against a judgment-day ! 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, the King eternal, immortal, and invisible^ 
we adore thee in all the holiness and justice of thy nature. 
So holy art thou, that it is impossible for thee to do otherwise 
than to look on sin with the very utmost detestation and 
abhorrence. So just art thou, that it is impossible for thee 
to allow the wicked to escape without satisfaction. With 
thee, O Lord, there is no respect of persons. If thine enemies 
escape the punishment of their crimes in this life, thou hast 
fixed a day in thine immutable decrees when thou wilfc judge 
the secrets of men by Jesus Christ. On that great and memo- 
rable day all thy decisions will be the decisions of wisdom and 
of equity. Thou, O Lord, wilt render to every man according 
to his deeds. Thou wilt confer eternal life on those who, 
amid all the trials and temptations of life, shall continue 
patiently in well-doing, and seek for glory, honour, and im- 
mortality. O let such animating and sublime prospects com- 
fort and strengthen thy children, while encountering difficulties 
and dangers, while submitting to privations trying to flesh and 
jblood, and while contending with enemies who are waiting for 
their halting and contriving their ruin. May our pious and 
aged relatives, and such as are in the furnace of affliction, find 
those blessed prospects peculiarly refreshing to their hearts, 
as cold water to a thirsty soul. Grant, O Lord, that they 
may experience, at the same time, the strengthening and the 
comforting influence of the Gospel of Christ. 

If there are any among us living under the reigning power 
of sin, Lord, awaken us out of our dangerous slumbers. Suffer 
us no longer to despise the riches of thy goodness, forbearance, 

I pd long-suftering. If thy goodness has produced no soften- 
ing, penitential effects on our heart, let our insensibility re- 
main no longer. By the blessed power of the Spirit of God 
may thy goodness lead us to repentance. May many on the 
approaching Sabbath be melted into penitence, love, and 
thankfulness, under a deep and lively sense of thy patience 
and forbearance, in keeping them so long out of the miseries 
of the state of the lost, and in patiently inviting them so long 
to begin their journey to the mansions of the blessed. 

Affect the minds of our dean children with the danger of 
trifling with thy mercy, and resisting the calls qf thy grace. 

Convince those who are contentious, and obey not me truth, 
but obey unrighteousness, that they are accumulating for 
themselves wrath against the day of wratib, and revelation of 
the righteous judgment of God. O convince them that, if 
they die impenitent, tribulation and anguish shall unavoidably 
come upon them. God forbid that such a doom should btfaU 
them. Before it is too late may they bo persuaded to flee to 
Jesus from the wrath to come. 

Accept of thanks for the mercies of tbe day and th0 bless* 
ings of the week. We commit ourselves to the graoibus care 
of our God this night. Hear our prayer, for Jesus our Bc- 
deemeris sake. And may tbe grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with us alL Ajnen. 


THIBiy-FIEST WEEK*— SABBATH MORNING. 


CBlUtT AND TU CUJXMCU, 

Alfred. Jfford* MmimU Zam* u n. 

1 ^pHE King of saintSi howMr liu farc« 

«*• Adorned with majesty and grace ' 

He comes with blessings from above, 

And wins the nations to his love. 

2 At his right hand our oyes behold 
The queen arrayed in purest gold ; 

The world admires her heaveidy dress, 

Her robe of joy and righteousness. 

3 He forms her l^auties like his own, 

He calls and seats her near his throne : 

Fair stranger, let thine heart forget 
The idols of thy native state. 

Watts, Ps. I.*), p, II 

PSALM LXXIV. 

Ood*8 Care of hia Ohwrck. 

fTlHOU didst divide the sea by thy strength : thou brakest 
the heads of the dragons in the waters. 

14 Tliou brakest the heads of leviathan in pieces, and gavest 
him to be meat to the people inhabiting the wilderness. 

16 Thou didst cleave the fountain and the flood: thou 
driedst up mighty rivers. 

16 The day is thine, the night also is thine: thou hast 
prepared the light and the sun. 

17 Thou hast set all the borders of the earth : thou hast 
made summer and winter. 

18 Remember this, that the enemy liath reproached, O 
Lord, and that the foolish people have ijlasplicmcd thy name. 

19 O deliver not the soul of thy turtle-dove unto the multi- 
tude of the wicked : forget not the congregation of thy poor 
for ever. 

20 Have respect unto the covenant : for the dark places of 
the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty. 

21 O let not the oppressed return ashamed : let the poor 
and needy praise thy name. 

22 Arise, 0 God, plead thine own cause : remember how 
the foolish mau reproacheth thee daily. 

23 Forget not tlxc voice of thine enemies ; the tumult of 
those that rise up against thee increaseth continually. 

PSALM LXXV. 

Destrucium of the Proud, 

TTNTO thee, 0 God, do wc give thanks, unto thee do we 
^ give thanks : for that thy name is near thy wondrous 
works declare. 

2 When I shall receive the congregation I will judge 
uprightly, 

8 The earth and all the inhabitants thereof are dissolved: 
I bear up the pillars of it. Selah. 

4 I said unto the fools, Deal not foolishly: and to the 
wicked, Lift not up the horn : 

5 Lift not up your horn on high .• speak not with a stiff 
neck. 

Q For promotion cometh neither* from the cast, nor from 
the west, nor from the south. 

7 But God is the judge : he pi.tteth down one, and setteth 
up Another, 

8 For in the hand of the Lopd there is a cup, and the wine 
is red; it is full of mixture ; arid he poureth out of the same : 
but the dregs thereof, dl the wicked of the earth shall wring 
them out, and drink them. 

9 But I will declare for ever; I will sing praises to the 
God of Jaoob. 

10 All the horns of the wicked also will 1 cut off ; but the 
horns of the righteous shall be exalted. 

Bsvlvotxovs tr»ow Psilu ixxiv., txxv.— Jesus divided the Bed 
IBlea for hJi Ohur^i and for the sake of his people he destroyed the 


royal and cruel crocodiles of Egypt. For the sake of his people 
Jesus pasBod through the stormy billows of the sea of Diviuo 
wrath, and encount^^ Satan, the crooked serpent, the leviathan of 
Tophet, and trampled him under his feet. He seporutod the litertJ 
waters of the river Jordan tliat his ohosen ones might safely reach 
the promised Canaan. And he divides the waters of the Jordan of 
death, that his redeemed ones might safely and triumphanfly enter 
upon tho eternal, secure, and undisturbed possession of the heavenly 
Canaan, the object of their fondest hopes, and tho fruit of their 
Saviour’s purchase. Who made tho glowing months of summer, 
with all the varied and abundant loveliness, verdure, and beauty 
with which they aro accompanied ? It was Josus, who is both our 
Creator and Saviour. And he will never cease, as tho Sun of right- 
cousnesB, to shine upon his saints, tho spiritual trees of his own 
j)lanting, and he will cause them to grow up os among tho gross, 
and as willows by tho water courses. God takes particular not ice 
of tho enemies of his people. While they aro contriving plana for 
aftlicting God’s saints, lie is preparing for them a cup of wrath 
which, if they die impenitent, they must drink to the very dregs I 
** Let the wicked forsake their way ! ” 

PllAYEll. 

^ LORD, whom wc approach and adore in Jesus^ name, 
^ thou art the mighty God of Jacob. In past ages thou 
liast wonderfully and graciously interposed for the deliverance 
of thy Church, and for the confusion and destruction of thine 
enemies. Thou didst divide the sea by thy strength ; thou 
brakest the heads of the dragons in the waters. Thou brakest 
the head of leviathan in pieces, and gavest him to be meat to 
the people inhabiting the wilderness. For tliy people thou 
didst cleave the fountain and the flood ; thou driedst up many 
rivers. Thou wilt continue thy mercy to all thy people, and 
wilt not forsake the weakest or the meanest of thy flock. Thou 
wilt guide them by thy counsel, and afterwards receive them 
to glory. When they come to the Jordan of death, O Jesus, 
with the mantle of thy righteousness thou wilt smite the 
waters; then shall they go hither and thither, and thv 
children shall go through dry shod. We praise thoo, O Loro, 
for the unbounded love thou hast shown to thy Church, and 
for the endearing names thou hast given thy people in the 
Word of life. Thou hast called thy Church thy turtle-dove. 
Thou knowest the plans which thiue enemies have formed foi 
the injury of thy people. We would pray, in the language of 
the Psalmist, O deliver not the soul of thy turtle-dove unto 
the multitude of the wicked : forget not the congregation ol 
thy poor for ever. 

We thank thee, 0 Jesus, for the distinguished privileges 
we enjoy as a church and nation. Wc lament that we have 
not sufficiently valued our privileges. Justly mightst thou 
remove the candlestick of the Gospel from us, and give it 
unto a people more righteous than wc. O Lord, deal not 
with us as our iniquities deserve. 

We desire to think with compassion on those nations of the 
earth who have never yet heard the joyful sounds of salvation. 
O thou God of boundless mercy and compassion, have respect 
unto the covenant : for the dark places of the earth are full of 
the habitations of cruelty. 

Wc thank thee, our God, for sparing us through another 
night, and for allowing us to witness the light of another 
Sabbath. The day is thine, the night also is thine : thou hast 
prepared the light and the sun. We pray for all thy faithful 
ministers, that by thy powerful Spirit they may be instru* 
mental in plucking many as brands out of the burning. 

May our dear children and servants improve by the ordi- 
nances of thy Word, and furnish pleasing evidences that 
their hearts are impressed with truth Divine. 

Mercifully hear our prayers, for Jesus our Mediators taka 
Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 
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THIBTY.FIBST WEEK.<>-SABBATH EYEmNO. 


HOD MIGHTY IN DfiFBNDING HIS PEOPLE. 
Elmmr New. AfMrtham. Jameis. 

1 TN Judah God of old was known ; 

-»• His name in Israel great; 

In Salem stood his holy throno, 

And Sion was his seat. 

2 Among tho praises of his saints 

His dwelling there he chose ; 

There he received their just comj>laint8 
Against their haughty foes. 

3 From Sion went liis dreadful word, 

And broke tlic throatoiiing spear, 

Tho bow, the arrows, and llic sword, 

And oruslicd the Assyrian Avar. 


Watth, Pb. 7C. 


PSALM LKXVl. 

JcruscUcm'B Qlory. 


I N Judah is God known : liis name is great in Israel. 

2 In Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling place 
ill Zion. 

3 There brake he the arrows of the bow, the shield, and 
the sword, and the battle. Selali. 

4 Thou art more glorious and excellent than the mountains 
of prey. 

6 The stouthearted arc spoiled, they have slept their sleep : 
and none of the men of might have found their hands. 

6 At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, lx)tli the chariot and 
horse are cast into a dead sleep. 

7 Thou, even thou, art to be feared : and who may stand in 
thy sight when once thou art angry ? 

8 Thou didst cause judgment to be heai’dfrom heaven; the 
earth feared, and w'as still, 

9 When God arose to judgment, to save all the meek of the 
earth. Selah. 

10 Surely the wi’ath of man shall praise thee: the re- 
mainder of wrath shalt thou restrain. 

11 Vow, and pay unto the Loan your God : let all that 
be round about him bring presents unto liim that ought to be 
feared. 

12 He shall cut off the spirit of princes : he is terrible to 
tho kings of the earth. 

PSALM LXXVII. 

£am4ist Prayer. 

I CRIED unto God with my voice, even unto God with my 
voice ; and he gave ear unto me. 

2 In the day of my trouble 1 sought the Loiii) : my sore 
ran in the night, and ceased not: my soul refused to be 
comforted. 

8 I remembered God, and was troubled : I complained, and 
my spirit was overw^helmed. Selah. 

4 Thou boldest mine eyes waking : I am so troubled that I 
cannot speak. 

5 I have considered the days of old, the years of ancient 
times. 

6 I call to remembrance my song in the niglit : I commune 
With mine own heart: and my spirit made diligent search. 

Eefleotionb fton Psalh Lxxn., lxxvii. — God's glory shines 
thro^hout the whole universe; but it is moro espocially in his 
Church that God's perfections are displayed, as glorified in Christ, 
and honoured in the salvation of the objects of his love. God dlls 
unbounded space with his presence, but it is only of Zion he saith, 
'"Here will I dwell, for I^havo desired it." How great, how glo- 
rious the security of Christ's Church. Surely it is impossible the 
gates of hell can ever prevail against her, for Jesus dwells in the 
midst of her, and is around her os a wall of fire. Dreadfully con- 
founded ore Chiist's enemies, when he against them to inflict 
upon them his merited judgment. Their efforts are instantly para- 


lysed, and they sink into the homxrs of medesi dmabr! Bow 
^orent the circumstanoos of tho faithflil flowers of Owsh They 
have fellowship with him in all their afiiotions, and by pouzi^ out 
their souls into his bosom by earnest supplications, they are animated 
with hopo and flUed with joy which the men of the world know 
nothing of. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, thou art IsracPa God. For many ages 
thy name was known in Judah, which ia now cast off; 
and thy name was great in Israel, a people and nation whoso 
minds are now blinded by the most farming jffcjudice. Thy 
tabernacle was once fixed in Jerusalem, which ia now trodden 
down of the Gentiles, and thy dwelling-place was found in 
Zion, which was once the mountain of thy glory, but on which 
Ichahod is now written. Lord, remember thy covenant, with 
Abraham thy servant, and bring back his descendants to thy 
Church, from which they have been so long excluded. May 
the day soon arrive when the words of thy servant shall be 
seen, understood, and felt, in all their proper force : Now, if 
the fall of them be the riches of the world, and tho diminish- 
ing of them the riches of the Gentiles, how much more their 
FULNESS ? For if the ciisting away of them be the reconciling 
of the world, what shall the receiving of them be but life 
from the dead ? 

We adore thee, O Lord, in all the manifestations of thy 
justice and power given in the punishment and destruction of 
the enemies of thy people. Thou art more glorious and ex- 
cellent than all the mountains of prey. The stout-hearted 
were spoiled, they have slept their sleep ; and none of the men 
of might have found their bands. 

Most merciful God, if there arc any among us living in a 
state of enmity against God, open our eyes to see our danger 
and our folly. Thou, even thou, art to be feared ; and who 
may stand in thy sight, when once thou art angry? Lord, 
1‘cconcilc us to thyself by the death of thy Son. 

Take the enmity of the hearts of our children, and destroy 
it. Enkindle in their souls that sacred fire of love to the 
Father, Son, and Spirit, which will fill their minds with peace, 
and make them the ornaments of thy Church. And may Divine 
love dwell in our servants^ hearts, and may all around them see 
that they are the friends of God. 

We thank our God, the gracious King of Zion, for all the 
good which has been accomplished this day by means of a 
preached Gospel. If sinners have been saved, if rebels have 
been subdued, if wanderers have been reclaimed, if backsliders 
have been restored, if the sorrowful have been comforted, if 
those who were bowed down have been graciously raised up, 
w'e ascribe to God the Spirit glory, honour, and praise. We 
thank God for the kindness manifested to thy servant our 
pastor, and to all thy loving and zealous servants throughout 
the Christian world. O Jesus, thou hast been lifted up this 
day in a preached Gospel ; may many, agreeably to thy pro- 
mise, be drawn unto thee, and ^thy mediatorial kingdom be 
much extended over the face of the earth. 

Lord, comfort the affiictod and the aged. Give them 
greater degrees of a lively faith in Christ ; then shall they 
renew their strength, and mount up as oh the wings of eagles 
Have mercy upon widows, fatherless, and orphans. 

As a family, we would now solemnly dedicate ourselves to 
thee. Holy Spirit, teach us to vow and to pay unto the 
Lord our God : and may we bring presents of thanksgiving 
and praise unto thee, that ought to be feared. 

Encompass us, and aU our friends, with the a«ms of thy 
gracious protection through this night. Sanctify this fmnily 
ordinance to every heart, and hear our prayers, for Jesus our 
Intercessor’s sake. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, jkc. 


THIETY-PIRST WEEK.— MONDAY MORNING. 


CHtTHCH 18 QOO’t HOXTSB* 

Hwitm ChapeL Hadiance, Chords u u. 

1 XmAISiE ye the Lord, exalt his name, 

'While m his holy oourts yo wait : 

Te saints that to his house belong. 

Or stand attending at his gate. 

2 Praise ye the Lord; the Lord is good : 

To praise his name is sweet employ : 

Israel he ohoso of old, and still 

His Church is his peculiar joy. 

8 Though every ago the Lord declares 
His name, and breaks the oppressor’s rod : 

He givM his suffering servants rest, 

And will bo known, tho Almighty God. 

Watts, Fa. 135, p. /. 


1 KINGS V. 

Sokmon preparing to buUd tJte Temple. 

A ND Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants unto Solomon ; 
for he had heard that they had anointed him king in the 
room of his father : for Hiram was ever a lover of David. 

2 And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying, 

8 Thou knowest how that David my lather could not build 
an house unto the name of the Loud his God for the Avars 
which were about him on every side, until the Loud put them 
under the soles of his feet. 

^ 4 But now the Lord ray God hath given me rest on every 
side, so that there is neither adversary nor evil occurrent, 

5 And, behold, I purpose to build an house unto the name 
of the' Loud my God, as the Loud spake unto David my 
father, saying, Thy son, whom I will set upon thy throne in 
thy room, he shall build an house unto my name. 

6 Now therefore command thou that they hew me cedar 
trees out of Lebanon; and my servants shall be with thy 
servants: and unto thee will I give hire for thy servants 
according to all that thou shalt appoint: for thou knowest 
that thei^e is not among us any that can skill to hew timber 
like unto tho Sidonians. 

7 And it came to pass, when Hiram heard the words of 
Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly, and said, Blessed be the 
Loud this day, which hath given unto David a wise son over 
this great people. 

8 And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, I have considered 
th6 things which thou sentest to me for : and I will do all thy 
desire concerning timber of cedax*, and concerning timber of fir. 

9 My servants shall bring them down from Lebanon unto 
the sea : and I will convey them by sea in floats unto the place 
that thou shalt appoint nic, and Avill cause them to be dis- 
chiurged there, and thou shalt receive them : and thou shalt 
accomplish my desire, in giving food for my household. 

10 So Hiram gave Solomon cedar trees and fir trees accord- 
ing to all his desii'e. 

11 And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand measures of 
wheat /or food to his household, and tAventy measures of pure 
oil ; thus gave Solomon to Hiram year by year. 

12 Ano the Lord gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised 
him : and there was p^ace between Hiram and Solomon ; and 
they two made a league together. 

18 And king Solomon raised a levy out of all Israel ; and 
the levy was thirty thousand men. 

14 And he sent them to Lebanon, ten thousand a month 
by courses : a month they were iu Lebanon, and two months 
at home. And Adoniram was over the levy. 

^5 And Solomon had threescore and ten thousand that bare 
burdens, and fourscore thousand hewers in the mountains ; 

10 B^de the chirf of Solomon's oflScers which were over 
the work> three thousand and three hundred, which ruled over 
the ps^pla that wrought in the wori^ 


Bjcplectioks upou 1 Kings t.— There is much wisdom in the in- 
spired counsel recorded by tho pen of Solomon, “Thine own Mend, 
and thy father’s Mend, forsake not.” Tho king of T>to followed 
this wholesome maxim after the death of David. Jesus is our best 
friend at all times, and our chief comforter, especially when bereaved 
of earthly relatives. Solomon showed his wisdom qs a lover of 
peace, and by cultivating peace, not only at home, but with all sur- 
rounding nations and kings. Peace is the true strength of families, 
of communities, of thrones, and of kingdoms. Israel was blessed 
under tho wiso government of Solomon, and as a nation rose to a 
pinnacle of unexampled wealth, power, and prosperity. Delightful 
emblem of the reign and kingdom of Clirist 1 


PRAYER. 

T^E desire, in our family capacity, O Lord our God, to 
approach thy sacred and thy gracious presence under u 
deep and comforting sense of thy boundless mercy, flowing to 
sinful man through the chauuel of a Saviour's righteousness. 
Wc adore thee in the mysterious and infinite manifestation of 
thy grace, in giving thy beloved Son, that wc might have life, 
and that Ave might have it more abundantly. 0 that each 
one of us could say in holy sincerity. And out of his fulness 
have Ave all received and grace for grace 1 Wo bless thee for 
the opportunities yesterday enjoyed of entering thy holy sanc- 
tuary, and of hearing the joyful sound. May wc, by means 
of tliy blessed ordinances, go from strcngtli to strength, grow- 
ing in grace, till at last wc reach the heavenly Zion. May 
we not lieloiig to the Avicked, avIio knoAV not at what they 
stumble; but may our path be that of the just, shining more 
and more unto the perfect day. 

We lament that, under a preached Gospel, we arc so barren 
and unfruitful — that avc arc making so little progress in humi- 
lity, in knowledge, in love, in the mortification of our hateful 
passions, and in zeal for the glory of God. Alas that we are 
so much behind others in the Christian race, many of whom 
are our inferiors iu years, and also Avhosc privileges and 
advantages were much iuferior to ours! Lord, avc confess 
these things Avith shame. Lord, forgive us ; and enable us 
more and more to put off the old man, which is corrupt ac- 
cording to the deceitful lusts, and to put on the new man, 
which, after God, is created iu righteousness and true holiness. 

Wc thank thee, O Lord, for thy providential care and good- 
ness Ave have experienced during the past night, and that we 
noAV enjoy the distinguished privilege of uniting together in 
presenting our morning sacrifice. This day may we be enabled 
to live to the glory of our God ; and may we take thy blessed 
Word for a lamp to our feet and a light to our paths. 

Teach our dear children to j)r(*fer the dictates of this blessed 
book to the dictates of their own heart. May they and our 
servants embrace it as a Divine companion, and enjjoy its 
fellowship till their eyes arc closed in death. 

Holy Spirit, may we learn important lessons from what we 
have now read. May the sj^mpathy Avhich a heathen prince 
showed to Solomon after his father's death teach us to feel 
for each other in our sorrows, and to sympathise Avith those 
who arc Aveeping on account of the death of valuable departed 
friends. O Jesus, enable our bereaved friends to cleave to 
thee, the friend who died once, but who lives for ever. As 
thou didst give Solomon rest on every side, Lord, give us that 
holy rest of mind which arises from thy favour, and flows 
from an interest in Christ. As Solomon devoted his time 
and substance to the erecting a temple for Israel's God, 0 
make us zealous for the extension of the Mediator's kingdom* 
May we form a part of the temple, the Church, Avliich is tiie 
favoured residence of Zion’s King. 

Forgive, O Lord, our imperfect approach to thy preseiu^ 
and hear our prayers, for the sake of Jesus, our once orucifl^ 
but now glorified ISicdeemer. Ameuu 

m 


THIRTY-FIRST WBEK.— -MONDAY BVININO. 


THE CONTRITE HEART. 
SaUlhwry Plain, Worcester, Abingdon. 
^IIE Lord will happiness divine 
^ On contrite hearts bestow ; 

Then tell me, gracious God, is mine 
A contrite heart or no ^ 

I hear, but seem to liear in vain, 
Insensible as steel ; 

If aught is felt, ’tis only pain, 

To find I cannot feel. 

I sometimes think in 3 ’sclf inclined 
To love th(*(>, if 1 could ; 

Jiut often feel aiiotlier mind, 

Averse to all that’s good. 


ROMANS II. 

Vnnih/ of outward Fnrnut. 

riinOU therefore which teachoat another, tcachcst thou not 
^ thyself? thou that preachest a man sliould not steal, dost 
thou steal ? 

22 Thou that aayest a man should not commit adultery, 
dost thou commit adultery? thou that abhorreat idols, dost 
thou commit sacrilege ? 

28 Tliou that makest thy boast of the law, through break- 
ing the law dishonourest thou God ? 

24 For the name of God is blaaphenicd among the Gentiles 
through you, as it is written. 

25 For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law : 
but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcisiou is made 
uncircumcision. 

26 Therefore if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness 
of the law, shall not his uncircumcision be counted for cir- 
cumcision ? 

27 And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if it 
fulfil the law, judge thee, who by the letter and circumcision 
dost transgress the law ? 

28 For he is not a Jew which is one outwardly ; neither is 
that circumcision which is outward in the flesh ; 

29 But he is a Jew which is one inwardly; and circumci- 
sion is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter ; 
whose praise is not of men, but of God. 

ROMANS HI. 

Ood iruCf and Man depraved. 

T\7"IIAT advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is 
there of circumcision? 

2 Much every way : chiefly, because that unto them w ere 
committed the oracles of God. 

8 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief 
make the faith of God without effect ? 

4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar: 
as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, 
and mightest overcome when thou art judged. 

5 But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness 
of God, what shall we say? Is God unrighteous who taketh 
vengeance? (I speak as a man.) 

6 God forbid : for then how shall God judge the w^orld? 

7 For if the truth of God hath more abounded through my 
lie unto his glory ; why yet am I also judged as a sinner ? 

8 And not rather^ (as we be slanderously reported, afid as 
some affirm that we say,) Let us do evil, that good may come ? 
whose condemnation is just. 

9 What then? are wc better than they? No, in no wise; 
for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they 
arc all under sin; 

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one. 

RmuMTiovs UPON Boacavs n., m.-— When the teachers of Divine 
truth do not prsotise it— -when their conduct is opposed to thdr 


instructions, they are exceedingly offoasivo to God and Wurioiis to 
men. They kindle a fire, and then endeavour to extinguish it ; they 
BOW seed, and then prevent its growth; they introduce plimts into' 
the ground, and then pluck them up ; they light the candle of truth, 
and then put it out. With what earnestness we should jpray that 
God, by his Spirit, would sanctify his priests and clothe them with 
his salvation ; then, all his saints would shout aloud for joy. Great 
were the pri^eges which the Jews possessed above all otlier nations: 
great was their abuse of those privileges. Numerous and gmt were 
the punishments which God inflicted upon them. Our privileges are 
much greater than theirs. May God prevent our abuse of them* and 
give us his grace to improve them ! Amen. 


PRAYER. 

H OTjY Spirit, we humbly pray that thou wouldst inspire 
our minds with that reverence and holy confidence wc 
ought to cherish in approaching the throne of God. O enable 
us to appear before God as creatures ought to feel in the 
presence of their Creator, and as children ought to feel when 
addressing their Father in heaven. We acknowledge thee, O 
Lord, as our merciful Father, in whom we live, move, and 
have our being. It is to thy tender care we owe our protec- 
tion during the past day, it is to thy goodness we owe the 
constant supply of all our wants, and it is on thy blessed 
promise we depend for all the blessings we expect to enjoy for 
the time that is to come. Wc desire to give thanks unto 
thee, O God, our exceeding joy ; every day we would bless 
thee, and thank thy name for ever and ever. To thy watch- 
ful and Special providence we commit ourselves this night, 
that we Uay be defended from danger, and that we may be 
refreshedWuth sleep and repose. On the morning of another 
day may wc rise from our beds in the exercise of reason and 
in the enjoyment of health, that we may run with alacrity and 
joy in the way of thy commandments. 

^ Bless to tSis the reading of the Holy Scriptures, and parti- 
cularly the searching truths which have now engaged our 
attention. Thy Word reminds us tliat we have h^n guilty 
of presumptuous sins, that wc have reproved sins in others 
which we have overlooked in ourselves, and that we have 
sinned against the light of conscience and the light of Divine 
revelation. We praise thee that wc have not b^n destroyed 
in our sins, which has been the case with thousands whoso 
sins have been less aggravated than ours, and whose privilem 
and opportunities have been less numerous than ours. We 
adore thy gracious sovereignty, W’hich has shown such un- 
merited forbearance to us, who so richly deserved to have 
been cast, long ere now, into the abodes of the lost. Thy 
Word which we have now read reminds uS of our formality 
and hypocrisy. Too often we have satisfied ourselves with a 
name to live while we were dead, and with outward profes- 
sions unconnected with inward sincerity. Lord, forgive these 
our sins, through, the merit of our Saviour’s sacrifice. 

If there are any members of our family, or any among our 
beloved relatives, who have nothing of religion l)ut the appw- 
ance, and no more of godliness but the profession, convince 
them of the sin and danger of an hypocritical state. Open 
their eyes to see that the hypocrite's hope shall perish that 
his hope shall be cut off, and his trust shall be as the spider's 
web ; that when he leans upon his bouse, it shall not stand ; 
and even if he hold it fast, it shall not endure. O convince 
them that the joy of the hypocrite is hut for a moment. 

Lord, give to our dear children the blessed reality of DMnt 
grace. At an early period may their hearts be adorned with 
holiness, and may Jesus sit upon the throne of their effttetians* 
Forgive what thy pure eyes have seen amiss in our imper* 
feet service. Hear our prayer, for the sake of Jesua, our 
Advocate and Redeemer. Amen. 


THIHTY.PIEST WEEK.— TUESDAY MOBNINtt. 


000*8 TBHOLB ON EARTH. 

Nawpori, Naw SaUbaik, i. m. 

1 itt his earthly temple lays 
FouodationB for his heavenly praise ; 

Ite likes the tents of Jacob well, 

But still in Sion loves to dwell. 

2 His mercy visits every house 

That pay their night and morning vows ; 

But makes a more delightful stay 

Where churches meet to praise and pray. 

3 What glories are described of old ! 

What wonders are of Sion told ! 

Thou city of our God below, 

Thy fame shall Tyre and Egypt know. Watie. Ps. 87. 

1 kingbTl 

Tht Bv/Udmg of the Temple. 

A ND it pome to pass in the four hundred and eightietn 
year after the children of Israel were come out of the 
land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over 
Israel, in the month Zif, which is the second month, that he 
began to build the house of the Lord. 

2 And the house which king Solomon built for the Loud, 
the length thereof was threescore cubits, and the breadth 
thereof twenty cubits, and the height thereof tliirty cubits. 

8 And the porch before the temple of the house, twenty 
cubits was the length thereof, according to the breadth of tlie 
house ; and ten cubits was the breadth t^^reof before the 
house. 

4 And for the house he made windows of n^ row lights. 

6 And ag inst the wall of the house he built chambei's 
round about, against the walls of the liouse round about, both 
of the temple and of the oracle : and he made chambers 
round about : 

6 The nethermost chamber was five cubits broad, and the 
middle was six cubits broad, and the third was seven cubits 
broad ; for without in the tvall of the house he made narrowed 
rests round about, that the beams should not be fastened in the 
walls of the house. 

7 And the house, when it was in building, was built of 
stone made ready before it was brought thither : so that there 
was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the 
house while it was in building. 

8 The door for the middle chamber was in the right side 
of the house : and they went up with winding stairs into the 
middle chamber, and out of the middle into the third. 

9 So he built the house, and finished it ; and covered the 
house with beams and boards of cedar. 

10 And then he built chambers against all the house, five 
cubits high ; and they rested on the house with timber of 
cedar. 

11 And the word of the Loan came to Solomon, saying, 

12 Concerning this house which thou art in building, if thou 
wilt walk in my statutes, and execute ray judgments, and keep 
all my ooramandments to walk in them ; then will I perform 
my word with thee, which I spake unto David thy father. 

18 And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will 
not forsake my people Israel. 

14 So Solomon built the house, and finished it. 

18 And he buUt the widls of the house within with boards 
of cedair, both the floor of the house, and the walls of the 
celling: and he covered them on the inside with wood, and 
covered the floor of the house with planks of fir. 

16 And he hnilt twenty cubits on the sides of the house, 
both the floor and the walls with boards of cedar : he even 
bdiH tkm tot it within, even for the orade, even for the most 
hotyjikiceA 

17 AM the house, that is, the temple before it, was forty 
cubics 


18 And the cedar of the house within was carved with 
knopa and open flowers : all was cedar ; there was no stone 


'Reflections upon 1 Kings vi.— The Church is Christ’s spiritual 
temple. He is its Architect, Builder, and the glorious, secure, and 
immutable Foundation on which it rests. This noble edifice was 
begim on the very day, and in the very moment fixed by God’s 
ancient and eternal decree. The temple was magnifioont and 
capacious. How capacious is tho Church ! There is room and 
accommodation, provision and comfort for all who come. How 
capacious is the covenant of grace ! — full of mercies to all who belong 
to this temple — as full os tho ocean’s bed is of the watery treasures 
with which it is filled. Costly were tho materials of tho ancient 
temple. One stone, one redeemed soul in Christ’s spiritual temple, 
io more valuable than all the precious materials of that earthly 
temple, the most noble on which tho sun of heaven ever shone. 

rilAYER. 

^ LOUD our God, how inconceivable thy condescension in 
^ permitting such ignorant, polluted, and unworthy worms 
of the dust to approach tliy blessed and gracious presence ! 
It is an act of great condescension in thee, O Jehovah, to 
allow archangels to enjoy fellowship with thee : what must thy 
graoo be, in allowing beings so inferior and so vile as we are 
to enjoy a privilege so distinguished ! flow incomprehensible 
thy kindness ! Even so. Father, for so it seemeth good in thy 
sight ! 

Thou hast been to us a Father, compassionate, tender, and 
gracious : thou hast borne with our ingratitude and rebellion ; 
thou hast invited, entreated, and commanded ns to come unto 
thee, notwithstanding our numerous denials, and presumptuous 
provocations; even now thou art knocking at the door of our 
hearts, and saying, If any man open the door, I will come 
in to him. O Lord, as a family, wc take encouragement from 
all this, and we would surrender ourselves soul and body into 
thy hands, which have so long been extended towards us ; and 
we implore thy grace, that we may never be left to depart 
from thee. 

Wc thank thee for the renewed tokens of thy love we have 
experienced during the past night ; and we beseech the com- 
munications of thy holy Spirit, that we may be enabled in 
every part, and in all the duties of the day, to glorify thy 
name. To thcc, O Lord, wc resign our souls and our bodies, 
that we may ever fear thee, and obey thy laws. Our hearts 
are thine ; O take them, and accept the service of our hands. 

We adore thy goodness, O Lord, in permitting a temple to 
be erected in the midst of ancient Israel, as thy visible resi- 
dence among them. We rejoice that, though the Jewish 
temple has been long since demolished, thou the king of Zion 
still continuest in the midst of thy Church. Praise to thy 
holy name, that thou art saying respecting it. This is my rest, 
here will I dwell, for I have desired it. O Lord, may each one 
now before thee belong to thy spiritual temple. 

Bg regenerating grace may our beloved children be sepa* 
rated from the rude quarry of nature ; may they be polished 
by thy holy Spirit.^ and form a part of that noble structure 
of which Jesus is the chief corner-stone* 

May all the members of this family, may all who are re- 
lated to us by the bonds of friendship and of blood, may all 
who worship with us in thy sanctuary, be living stones in tho 
Gospel temple. May they and we be built upon the founda- 
tion of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief corner-stone. O may we belong to that building 
which is fitly framed in Christ, and which groweth unto an 
holy tem^e in the Lord. Blessed God, let each one of us 
be made a temple of the Holy Ghost. 

Hearer of prayer, forgive our offences, and accept our ser- 
vices, for our dear B^eemer’s sake. Amen. 

81 ^ 


THIETY-FIEST WEBK.--TUESDAT BVBNINO. 


111^9 OUlLTj i.ND CHRISTAS RIOHTEOUaNl^Ri. 

Oldkam, Oravm OhoptL Oawiboro*, c* MU 

1 are the hopes the sons of men 
^ On their own works havo built ; 

Their hearts by nature all unclean, 

And all their actions guilt. 

2 Let Jew and Gentile stop their mouths 

Without a murmuring word, 

And the whole race of Adam stand 
Guilty before the Lord. 

3 In vain wo ask God^s righteous law 

To justify us now, 

Binoe to convince and to condemn 
Is all the law can do. 

4 Jesus, how glorious is thy grace ! 

When in thy name wo trust, 

Our faith receives a righteousness 
That mokes the sinner just. 

Watts, 94, il. i. 


ROMANS HI. 

AU Hit World guilty before God. 

rilHEEE is none that understandeth^ there is none that 
seeketh after God. 

12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together 
become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not 
one. 

18 Their throat is an open sepulchre ; with their tongues 
they have used deceit ; the poison of asps is under their lips : 
14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness : 

16 Their feet are swift to shed blood : 

16 Destruction and misery are in their ways : 

17 And the way of peace have they not known : 

18 There is no fear of God before their eyes. 

19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it 
saith to them who arc under the law : that every mouth may 
be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 

20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be 
justified in his sight : for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 

21 But now the righteousness of God without tlie law is 
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 

22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of 
! Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for 

there is no difference ; 

28 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God ; 

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus : 

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission 
of sins that are past, through tlie forbearance of God ; 

26^ To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness ; that 
he might be just, and the justifier of him which bclieveth in 
Jesus. 

27 Where is boasting then ? It is excluded. By what law? 
of works? Nay : but by the law of faith. 

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith 
without the deeds of the law, 

29 Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of .the 
Gentiles?^ Yes, of the Gentiles also ; 

80 Seeing it is om God, which shall justify the circumcision 
hy faith, and uncircumoision through faith. 

81 Do we then make void the law through faith ? God 
forlttd : yei^ we establish the law. 


Bmaonoirs imir Box. m.— How deplorable are ttie effects which 
Ida Im prodiioed upon the whole 1 ^^ Ho feoulty, power, waffeo- 


tion has escaped its ravages. As the inundation of watem eev e twl 
tho whole earth, so the inundation of sin has overspread the whola * 
soul. It has struck understanding, the soul’s eye, with moral and 
spiritual bHndness. It has converted the whole human raoe into an 
army of malicious rebels against God their Creator, their Fath^, and 
their Benefactor. The mouth which was formed for proclaiming bis 
excellence and sounding his praise, it has made the estuary, the 
outlet of falsehood, anger, enmity, impiety, ai^ blasphemy ! It has 
made man the enemy of man, and render^ him more blood«thirsty 
than tho hyena, and more cruel than the osfaioh. It has stripped 
him of the image of God, and has engraven upon his heart in deepest 
lines tho image of Satan, the deceiver and murderer of our race. 


PRAYER. 

T^HAT are we, O Lord, that we are permitted to draw 
▼ » near unto thee, a holjr and a righteous God, arid call 
thee ours? Thou art infinitely and mflexibly just. With 
Elihu wc will ascribe righteousness to our Maker. In all thy . 
laws, in every part of thy government, in the judgments and 
calamities which havo befallen guilty nations, in the miseries 
of the lost, but more especially in the sufferings of thy beloved j 
Son, thou hast furnished illustrious displays of thy holiness, , 
righteousness, and justice. Thy righteousness is very high. 
Righteous art thou, O Lord, and upright are thy judgments. 
Thy righteousness endureth for ever. I 

Bless to our souls the just and humiliating account we have | 
now read of the depravity, guilt, and misery of man. May j 
it be instrumental in promoting within us humility and 
repentance. Holy Spirit, enable us as a family to make [ 
sincere and penitential confeasiou. O Jesus, we look up to | 
thee, not only for the remission of sins, but for repentance on i 
account of our transgressions and guilt. We confess, O Lord, : 
the universal ignorance and folly of man, and acknowledge [ 
that, till Divine grace reach the soul, with all the attainments i 
derived from human learning and philosophy, there is still ; 
ftone that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 

We confess that man in his natural state is living directly 
opposite to the great and noble end of his creation ; for they 1 
arc all gone out of tho way, they are together become un- 
profitable ; there is none that doeth good, not one. Thou 
didst furnish men with tho blessed faculty of speech, that ' 
they might proclaim the praises of God, and utter enressious ' 
of kindness to their fellow-creatures; but, alas! they have * 
made this faculty tho vehicle of blasphemy, malignity, cruelty, l 
I and envy. Their throat is ai^ open sepulchre; with their | 

I tongues they have used deceit ; the poison of asps is tmder | 
their lips; their mouth is full of cursing and bitterness. 

We lament, O Lord, that tho rising race so soon a^auira the 
degrading art and habit of profaning tlie name of tne living 
God. 

Preserve our dear children from the destroying sin 
cursing and swearing. Affect them with the thought, that ti 
is the language of devils^ that it is the language of hell. 

With regard to ourselves, and with respect to mankind, we 
confess that we are all guilty before God ; we have no power 
to ourst asunder the fetters of our guilt; and we have no 
righteousness of our own, wherewith to satisfy offended justice. 

We have all sinned, and come short of the glory of God. O 
Jesus, we look to thy righteousness alone as the ground of pur 
hope. O for that lively faith by which we shall sing for joy, 

We justified freely by his grace, through the r^emptioii 
that is in Christ I 

Accept of our thanks for the blessing of thy providence ■ 
and gra^ enjoyed this day. May we lie down to sleep relying 
on the r^hteousness of our mat High-priesi,^ believing tiiat 
we are justified by his blood. Hear these conIbHdons and 
petitions, for tho sake of our Lord and Saviour 3mm 
Amen. 


THIRiT.IlRST WEEK.^WlBDlfESl)AY kOtt^ItNO. 


4V^EOACHXNO OOD TABOnOH THB INTXRCXSSOa. 

(hmm JSytm, Mmmer. JBath Abb^, 9 

I i^KAOIOtrS Lord^ who stand* st between 
Gfod the Judge and sinftil men, 

Thee we joyftiUy will hoar j 
Bpeak^ divine Interpreter, 

K whate’er he speaks to thoe, 
we shall obedient bo, 

Then our answering heart shall prove 
All the law fulflUed in love. 

2 Do aooording to thy will, 

Answer all &y soul’s desire ; 

Holy principles instil, 

Breathe tho awo thou dost require ; 

Grant an heart to fear iny Lord : 

Take this heart of stone away. 

Let me tremble at thy word, 

Only live thy word to obey. C. Wi 


Wesi^v. 


1 KINGS VIII. 

Preparing (0 dedicate the Temple, 

npHEN Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the 
heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children 
of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might 
bring up the ark of the covenant of the Loud out of tlie city 
of Davia, which is Zion. 

2 And all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto 
king Solomon at the feast in the month Etliauim, which is 
the seventh month. 

3 And all the elders of Israel came, and the priests took up 

the ark. 

And they brought up the urk of the Loud, and the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, and all the holy vessels that were 
in the tabernacle, even those did the priests and the Levites 
bring up. 

B And king Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, 
that were assembled unto him, were with him before the ark, 
sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could not be told nor num- 
bered for multitude. 

6 And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord unto his place, into the oracle of the house, to the most 
holy place, even under the wings of tho clierubims. 

7 For the cherubims spread forth their two wings over the 
place of the ark, and the cherubims covered the ark and the 
staves tliereof above. 

8 And they drew out the staves, that the cuds of the staves 
were seen out in the holy place before tlie oracle, and they 
were not seen without ; and there they are nnto this day, 

9 There was nothing in the ark save the two tables of 
stone, which Moses put there at Horcb, when the Lord made 
a covenant with the children of Israel, when they oanic out of 
the land of Egypt. 

10 And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of 
the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of the Loud. 

11 So that the priests could not stand to minister because 
of the cloud : for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of 
the Ijord. 

12 Then spake Solomon, The Lord said that he would 
dweU in the thick darkness. 

18 I have sureljr built thee on house to dwell in, a settled 
place for thee to abide in for ever. 

14 And the king turned his face about and blessed all the 
congregation of Israd ; (and all tho congregation of Israel 
stood ;) 

16 And. he said, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, which 
i^ake/eith his mouth unto David my Father, and hath with 
w hand folfiUod t/, saying, 

JMJ Since the day that! brot^ht forth my people Israel out 
of BSypt, 1 ^ose no Aiy out of aU the tnbes of Israel to 


build an house, that my name might he therein ; but I chose 
David to be over my people Israel. 

17 And it was in the heart of David my father to build an 
house for the name of the Lord God of Israel. 

18 And the Lord said unto David my father, Whereas it 
was in thine heart to build an house unto my name, thou 
didst well that it was in thino heart. 

19 Nevertheless thou shalt not build the house ; but thy 
son that shall come forth out of thy loins, ho shall build the 
house unto my name. 

Heflections uroN 1 Kixos viu. — ^The ark in the temple was on 
emblem and memento of the Divine and gracious presonco. Its 
presence in that sacred structure was necessary for the observance 
of sacred ordinances^ and to encourage tho worshippers in presenting 
their sacrifices. The temple was nothing without tho ark: tho 
Church is nothing without Christ. The ark was tho glory of tho 
temple, and its richest furniture : Jesus is tho glory of his Church, 
and its rich inheritance. Tho ark was brought into the temple 
with great joy : when tho grace of Christ enters tho soul, it is filled 
with peace and joy ; and it is his presence which is the life and joy 
of heaven. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, our God and our Father in Christ, thou 
art the infinite Jehovah, whom the heaven of heavens can- 
not contain. Thou art seated upon the throne of providence. 
Though all thy dispensations arc under the direction of un- 
erring wisdom, yet to our dim and limited perception many of 
them arc involved in impenetrable mystery. Thou, 0 Lord, 
dwellest in thick darkness. Clouds and darkness are round 
about thee. What reason have we, O Lord, as guilty, fallen 
creatures, to rejoice that, as the God of salvation, thou art 
surrounded with the brightest beams of grace ! On thy mer- 
ciful throne thou dost appear, smiling upon the children of 
men, and inviting the penitent and the humble to come and 
receive from thy hand the choicest blessings of thy love. 

Wc thank our God for the return of the morning light, and 
that we have been so mercifully preserved during the silence, 
the darkness, and the helplessness of another night ; and that 
Ave are alloAved, before entering upon the temporal employ- 
ments of another day, to lift up our eyes to thy throne, and 
plead for mercy through our Saviour’s blood. Teach us to 
live this day under the impression and according to tlic direc- 
tion of Divine truth ; then shall wc walk with thee, and, pre- 
serve ourselves unspotted from the flesh. 

Preserve our dear children from the snares and temptations 
of the day. Give them grace and diligence to treasure up that 
knowledge which will be useful for the present life ; but, above 
all, may they and our servants treasure up that Divine know- 
ledge which is necessary for eternity, 

]31(5S8 to us what we have now read of the solemn and 
animating preparations which were made for dedicating the 
temple. May this teach us to take an increasing interest in 
the prosperity of thy Church, in the glory and enlargement 
of thy kingdom, and in the salvation of the souls of men. If 
it is thy will that any of us now in tliy presence should ever 
be venerable for yeai’s, O may Ave be venerable for wisdom, 
and may our hoary hairs be adorned with piety. Have mercy 
1 on the elders and the aged in our churches. Make them 
examples of Christian patience, faith, cheerfulness, and hope. 

Gracious God, as thy glory filled tho temple when thy 
servant Solomon stood up to bless the people, 0 may thy 
spiritual glory fill our liearts and habitations, when we draw 
near to address thy Divine majesty. May the glory of thy 
grace and love fill thy sanctuary, when we assemble in thy 
public courts, to hear of Jesus, salvation, and immortality. 
May our morning sacrifice be accepted, and all the blesmgs 
we have petitioned received, for the sake of Jesus, our Me- 
^ator and Saviour. Amen. 

a I a <9*^ 






THIETY-FIEST WEBK.-WEDNESDAY EVENING, 


1 


PBAIBB TO THE REDEEMER. 
Suckingham, Abridge, America, 

T3LUNGED in a ^If of dark dcai);iir 
A Wa fdnnerfl lav. 


C. M. 


AVe wretcliod Binnera lay, 

Without one cheerful beam of hope, 

Or spark of glimmering day. 

2 With pitying eyes, the Prince of grace 

Peheld our helpless grief; 
lie saw, and (0 amazing love !) 

He ran to our relief. 

3 0 for this love let rocks and hills 

Their lasting silence break. 

And all harmonious human tongues 

The Saviour’s praises speak. 

4 Yea, wo will praise thee, dearest Lord, 

Our souls are all on flame, 

ICosanna round the spacious earth 

To thine adored name. 

^ Watts, 71 ), i>‘. IJ, 

ROMANS V. 

Justification. 

^'piIEREFORE being justified by faith, wc have peace with 
^ God through our Lord Jesus Christ : 

2 By whom also we have access by faith into tliis grace 
wlierein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

3 And not only so, but wc glory in tribulations also : know- 
ing that tribulation worketh patience ; 

4 And patience, experience ; and experiejico, hope : 

6 And hope maketh not ashamed j because the love of God 
is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is 
given unto us. 

0 For wlien wc were yet without strength, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly. 

7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die : yet perad- 
venture for a good man some would even dare to die. 

8 But God coinmendcth his love toward us, in that, while 
wc were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

9 Much more then, being now justified ])y his blood, we 
shall be saA^cd from wrath through him. 

10 For if, Avhen w c Avere enemies, avc Avere reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, 
we shall be saved by l)is life. 

11 And not only so, but Ave also joy in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom wc have now received the atone- 
ment. 

12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned : 

18 For until the laAv sin was in the Avorld : but sin is not 
imputed when there is no law. 

14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even 
over them that had not sinned after the similitude of AclanPs 
transgression, who is the figure of him that Avas to come. 

15 But not os the offence, so also is tlie fnse gift. PV if 
through the offence of one many be dead, much more the 
grace of God, and the gift by grace, tvhich is by one man, 
Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 

18 Therefore as by the offence of one jud(/ merit came upon 
all men to condemnation; even so by the right cousne.s8 of one 
the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 

19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sin- 
ners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. 

20 Moreover the law entered, tliat the offence might abound. 
But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound ; 

21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might 
grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life 1^ Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 


428 


Eeflectxoks upon BoMAjrsT. — ^Faith, acoeptanoe, fomtencss, holy 
tranquillity and peace, form a bri^t consteUation in me finnamont 
of the believer’s heart, which afflictions may obscure, hut which the 
greatest earthly calamities cannot remove ff:om its place. Jesus said 
to his disciples, I am the door !” Truly, he is me door by which 
we enter the building of mercy, and the city of salvation. He is 
the door by which we are admitted into the covenant of grace, and 
become the possessors of its sacred troasures. He is the door by 
which wo have access to the throne of grace, before which wc 
present our petitions, and enjoy delightful fellowship with the God 
of our salvation. What a difference betwixt the first and second 
Adam ! Let us rejoice that the second has come to repair the ruins 
of the fall, and to deliver from the miseries of eternal death. Halle 
lujjxh ! 

PRAYER. 

TN approaching thy blessed throne, O Lord God of hosts, 
Ave acknowledge that there is no other mctliod of access 
but through Jesus, who is the way, the truth, and the life. 
Should we come before thee, O Lord, with burnt-offerings, 
and calves of a year old, thou wouldst not be pleased. If wc 
came before thee Avith thousands of rams, and ten thousands 
of rivers of oil, thou Avouldst not be pleased. Even if the 
first-born were presented for the transgression, and the fruit 
of the body given for the sin of the soul, thou wouldst not be 
pleased. Thou thyself hast found out the way, the only way 
by Avhich access to tliy throne can be obtained, even through 
the mediation of thine only-begotten Son. In that way, O 
Lord our God, we now draAv near to thy gracious throne, and 
Avould prostrate ourselves as humble suppliants at thy feet. 

Wc acknoAvledge the kindness we have experienced at thy 
hand in the various duties and engagements of the day. We 
praise thee that tlic streams of tliy goodness, special and com- 
mon, still continue to flow. When we arc surrounded with 
the sliades of darkness this night, may we he surrounded with 
thy perfections as our secure defence ; and when our days and 
nights shall cease, may our disembodied souls awake amid the 
glory of the heavenly world, Avhich is illuminated by the bright 
beams of the uncreated glory of God and the Lamb. 

Holy Spirit, enable us to express the unfeigned thankfulness 
of our licart, that thine ahundunt grace has enabled us to 
ansAver the all -important question, How should man be just 
with God? From all eternity thou didst contrive the Avon- 
droiis plan by Avhich man might be just with God, through 
the infinitely meritorious rigliteousness of Jesus, thine only- 
begotten Son. O Jesus, thine incarnation, obedience, suffer- 
ings, and death form that righteousness by which we shall be 
just before God. Holy Spirit, wo now earnestly implore thy 
grace, to give us that faith by which we shall come empty 
lianded, and seek and receive that blessed righteousness by 
Avhich we shall be justified from all things, from which we 
could never be justified by the law of Moses. As a family, 
bestow on each one of us that faith, by which we shall sing 
the triumphant language of the Apostle: Therefore, being 
justified by faith, Ave have peace with God, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 

Corwince ovr dear children of their guilt, and of the neces^ 
sitg of the righteousness of Christ for their pardon and 
acceptance, O may we see them building on Jesus, the 
Divine foundation ! 

Have mercy on our aged and afflicted friends. Give them 
large measures of that Divine faith by Avhich they shall look 
on all their bodily infirmities and sufferings as blessings in 
disguise, sent to prepare them for the, joys of heaven. Teach 
them and us to glory in tribulations also, knowing that tribu- 
lation worketh patience, and patience experience, and expe- 
rience hope. 

O heavenly Father, hear our prayers, forgiA^e our sins, and 
sanctify these imperfect services, for the sake of Jesus, our 
Surety and Advocate. Amen. 


THIETY.FIRST WEBK.— THURSDAY MORNING. 


eai»*t CONDESCENSION TO OUK WORSHIP. 

JDuhSimi. Orem*$lOOih. BoA^edU u 

1 rpHT favourSi Lord, surpriBe our soulg ; 

^ Will the eternal dwell with ub ? 

What oanBt thou ilnd beneath the poles 
To tempt thy chariot downward thus ^ 

2 Stm might ho fill his starry thrones 
And please his ears with Gabriers songs ; 

But tho heavenly Majesty comes down, 

And bows to hearken to our tongues. 

3 Great God, what poor returns we puy 
Por love so infinite as thine I 

Words are but air, and tongues but clay, 

But thy compassion's all divine. Wato, i.*), H II. 

1 KINGS VIII. 

SolomotCs prawi" in dedicating the Tmple. 

A ND Solomon stood before the altar of the Ijord in the 
presence of all the congregation of Israel, and spread 
forth his hands toward heaven : 

23 And he said, Lord God of Israel, there is no God like 
thee, in heaven above, or on earth beneath, who kcepest cove- 
nant and mercy with thy servants that walk before thee with 
all their heart : 

24 Who hast kept with thy servant David my father that 
thou promisedst him : thou spakcat also with thy mouth, and 
host fulfilled it with thine hand, as it is this day. 

25 Therefore now, Lord God of Israel, keep with thy ser- 
vant David my father that thou promisedst him, saying. There 
shall not fail thee a man in my sight to sit on the throne of 
Israel ; so that thy children take heed to their way, that they 
walk before me as thou hast walked before me. 

26 And noAv, O God of Israel, let thy word, I pray th(»e, be 
verified, which thou spakest unto thy servant David my father. 

27 But will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold, the 
heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee ; how niucli 
less this house that 1 have builded? 

28 Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant, 
and to his supplication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto the 
cry and to the prayer, which tliy servant prayeth before thee 
to day : 

29 That thine eyes may he open toward tliis house night 
and day, even toward the place of which thou hast said. My 
name shall be there: that thou mayest hearken unto the 
prayer w'hich thy servant shall make toward this place. 

80 And hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant, 
and of thy people Israel, when they shall pray toward this 
place ; and hear thou in heaven thy dw oiling place : and when 
thou hcarest, forgive. 

81 If any man trespass against his neighbour, and an oath 
be laid u|>on him to cause him to sw'ear, and the oath come 
before thine altar in this house : 

82 Then hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy ser- 
vants, condemning the w'icked, to bring his w^ay u]>on his 
head ; and justifying the righteous, to give him according to 
liis righteousness. 

86 Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy 
servants, and of thy people Israel, that thou teach them the 
good way wherein they should walk, and give rain upon thy 
land, which thou hast given to thy people for an inheritance. 

87 If there be in the land famine, if there be pestilence, 
blasting, mildew, locust, or if there be caterpillar; if their 
enemy besiege them in the land of their cities; whatsoever 
plague, whatsoever sickness there be ; 

88 What prayer and supplication soever be made by any 
man, or by ell thy people Israel, which shall know every man 

plague of his own heart, and spread forth his hands 
toward this house : 

89 Then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and for- 


give, and do, and give to every man according to his ways, 
whose heart thou knowest ; (for thou, even thou only, knowesi 
the hearts of all the cliildren of men ;) 

40 That they may fear thee all the days that they live in 
the land which thou gavest unto our fathers 

Kkflkctions upon 1 Kings viii. — A king j)rnying befom the throne 
of grace, clothed with humility, animated with devotion, and deeply 
concerned for the glory of God and the interests of his Church, is a 
sight on which angels gaze with delight. 8uoh kings are infinitely 
more honoured, engaged in such exercises, than when they are seated 
upon the throne of earthly majesty, arrayed in royal robes, and 
receiving tho liomage of nobles and princes. Wo must consider 
Solomon, in presenting his remarkable prayer in so remarkable a 
place, and on so remarkable an occasion, as typical of Jesus, our 
great intercessor, before tho heavenly throne. 

piiTmL 

“ji/f OST gracious and merciful God, we desire to address then 
this morning in the language of thy servant Solomon at 
the dedication of thy temple : Lord God of Israel, there is no 
God like thee in heaven above, or on earth beneath, who kcepest 
covenant and mercy with thy servants that walk before thee 
with all their hearts. As there is none like unto thee, O Jesus, 
may there be none in our hearts and affection allowed to oc- 
cupy that place which is due to thcc alone. We invite thee, 0 
Saviour, to come by thy grace into our souls, and make them 
thy sanctified temple. As an evidence that wc arc thine, may 
we walk before thee this day with all our hearts. In our tem- 
poral calling, in all our relative duties, and in mingling with our 
friends, may we give evidence to all that we are in covenant 
with God, and that wc are living in the fear of the Most High. 

We adore our God, as the God, the king, the glory, and 
the defence of Zion. We praise thee that the history of thy 
Church and people in all ages furnishes a joyful answer to that 
question, Will God indeed dwell upon the earth? Gloiy to 
thy name, that thou dost indeed dwell on the earth with thy 
Church and people. The heaven and heaven of heavens can- 
not contain thee ; and yet thou dost indeed dwell with thy 
people. As a family give us thy gracious presence, and as a 
congregation give us thy gracious presence. 

Wc thank thcc, O Lord, for the wisdom and piety thou 
didst give to Solomon, and which shone so pre-eminently in 
the building and dedication of the temple. Have mercy upon 
the nations of the earth, and bless them with righteous rulers. 
Deliver earthly princes and rulers from those vices which dis- 
honour earthly power, and entail such misery on states and 
nations. May our seats of authority ever be established by 
mercy, justice, and judgment. 

Blessed Jesus, exercise the gracious power of thy kingly 
office, and subdue to thyself the minds of our children. Give 
them faith to believe thy promises, and love to obey thy laws, 

O let a spirit of grace and supplication lie communicated to 
each one of us. May wc see the blessings we indispensably 
need, and by faith may we earnestly seek them at the throne 
of grace. It is our privilege as a family, to be jiermitted each 
morning and evening to surround the family altar. May our 
love to this exercise increase : and may our faith be strength- 
ened in God, who is the hearer of prayer; and in Jesus, 
through whose intercession our prayers shall come up before 
thee with acceptance. Looking to Jesus, the Intercessor* 
above, we plead, Have respect unto the prayers of thy ser- 
vants ; O hearken unto tlie cry and the prayers which we thy 
servants present from day to day. Hear thou in heaven thy 
dwelling-place : and when thou hearest, forgive. 

Wc thank thee for the care of a special Providence during the 
past night, and that we have been both preserved and enabled 
to present this onr morning sacrifice. These our prayers wo 
offer up in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

m 


tHlHTY-FIRST WEEK. -THURSDAY EVENING, 


BBLtSYERS BELIYBRSD FROM, ST N. 

Wmrington. 8i, Lmrtnoe Jcimj, Winchester l . m . 

1 T\0 we not know that solemn word, 

^ That wo are buried with the Lord, 

Baptised into his death, and then 

Put off the body of our sin r 

2 Our souls receive diviner breath, 

Baised from corruption, guilt, and death : 

So from the grave did Christ arise, 

And lives to God above the skies. 

8 No more let sin or Satan reign 
Over our mortal flesh again ; 

The various lusts wo served before. 

Shall have dominion now no more. Watts, 122, 1 . 

ROMANS VI. 

Dominim of Sin destroyed, 

T^HAT shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that 
grace may abound ? 

2 God forbid. How shall we, that arc dead to sin, live 
any longer therein ? 

3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into 
Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 

4 Therefore we are buried with him l)y baptism into death ; 
that like as Clirist was raised up from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

5 For if we have been ])lanted togetlier in the likeness of 
liis death, we shall be also in the lUcencas of his resun’cetion : 

6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, 
that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we 
ahould not serve sin. 

7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 

8 Now if we be dead with Christ, wc believe that we shall 
also live with him : 

9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dietli no 
more; death hath no more dominion over him. 

10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once : but in that 
he Ixvefch, he liveth unto God. 

11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to he dead indccil 
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

12 Let not sin therefore reigu in your mortal body, that ye 
should obey it in the lusts thereof. 

18 Neither yield yo your members as instruments of un- 
righteousness unto sin: but jdcld yourselves unto God, as 
those that are alive from the dead, and your members as 
instruments of righteousness unto God. 

14 For sin shall not have dominion over you : for ye are 
not under the law^, but under grace. 

19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity 
of your flesh : for as ye liavc yielded your members servants 
to imeleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now 
yield your members servants to righteousuess unto holiness. 

20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from 
righteousness. 

21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are 
now ashamed ? for the end of those things is death. 

22 But now, being made free from sin, and become ser- 
vants to God, ye have your fruit imto holiness, and the end 
everlasting life. 

28 For the wages of sin is death ; but the gift of God is 
. eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

BxxtionoKS UPON Homans vt.—They who abuse the glorious doo- 
trme of grace for the purposes of licentiousness, show fiiat'they are 
the determined enemies of grace, that they are without grace, that 
they are removing themselves to the greatest distance from grace, 
that thev are rendering their reception of grace most hopeless, and 
above aU, that they are exposing their soim to the hottest thunder- 
bolts of the Divine diimleasara. They whose hearts revolt from the 
480 


practice of sin, who mourn over the remabs of sin in their ofs 
hcarf> and who long and pray to be ccmpleteljr and for ever deEveiBed 
from ^e existence of sin in the soul, ftix^h satisfying and 
doubted evidence that they are the possessors of grace, Ihe regene- 


rated sons of God, and the heirs of heaven. Such have the ^tism 
of the Holy Spirit, and show that they ore inheriting the rich and 
imperishable blessings, which are the wonderM fhiits of Jesus’ 
death. What a consolatory truth! — Christ died, was buried, rose 
from the dead, and ascended into heaven, as the Surety, and rojpre- 
sentative of his people ! In this way he has secured fyr the objects 
of his lovo the blessmgs of salvation — ^namely, a new life, conformity 
to tho Divine likeness, an unstinged death, a blessed resurrection, 
and the glories of immortality. 

prayer! 

T)^E acknowledge thee, O Lord, as our Divine proprietor. 

Thou art our Creator and our preserver. Thou hast 
every claim upon us for our love and our obedience. We 
have reason to confess with shame that we have lived as if 
we were our own, and at our own disposal. We have often 
acknowledged thee as our king and our ruler; but we have 
reason with shame to confess that, in thousands of instances, 
we have not acted the part of loving and loyal subjects, hut of 
obstinate rebels and ofteuders. We confess that we have laid 
aside thy wise and holy laws, and have followed the carnal 
desires of our foolish and corrupted hearts. We have often 
acknowledged that thou ai’t goodness itself, that thou art a 
God of lovo, adorned with every amiable perfection, and there- 
fore infinitely entitled to all tlie affectioixs of our heart. Yet 
wc have reason to confess, to our shame — O that we could 
confess with genuine evangelical repentance 1 — we have given 
our hearts to unwortliy idols. Other lords and other gods 
have had the dominion over us. To this deceitful and un- 
worthy world wc have given our love, our care, our thoughts, 
our time, our labour, and our influence, as if this world were 
tp be our only residence, and as if this present state were not 
to be followed by an endless eternity. 

Now, O Lord, wc have confessed oui* sin, we would pray 
I earnestly, Lord, give us tby Spirit, that we may forsake our 
sill, and forsake it wholly and for ever. Through the peaoe- 
spcakiiig blood of Jesus, may our sins be forgiven. As far as 
tlie east is distant from the west, so far do thou remove our 
transgressions from us. Wc pray that we may be baptized 
by the Holy Ghost. As Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glorious power of the Father, may we be raised from the 
death of sin by the glorious power of Christ, and walk with 
him in newness of life. 

Lord, raise our dear children from the death of tAn ; and 
may we live to see them blessed with spiritual resurrection. 

Lord, thou kuowest the number and thp strength of our 
corruptions, and thou art willing to destroy the old man of 
sin, which has so long defaced thy lovely image, and alienated 
our hearts from thee. Heaven grant that our old man may 
be crucified with Christ, tliat the body of sin may be destroyed, 
that henceforth we should not serve sin. 

Wc acknowledge that wc have never derived any satis&c- 
tion from sin, and that the commission of sin only treasures 
up the most painful recollections in the heart. We have 
reason to take up tho apostle’s language into our lips, and 
acknowledge that the wages of sin is death. O heavenly 
Father, enrich us with that inestimable gift which is eternal 
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

We present our thanks for the food, raiment, and health we 
have this day enjoyed. Bless to us the sacred duties in which 
we have been permitted to engage. Youohsafe to *us this 
night thy gracious care, and may we fall asleep dnder the 
impression that thou art the Lord our God. AU we ask is 
for our dear Redeemer’s sake, to whom, with the Father and 
Holy Ghost, be ascribed ceaseless praises. Anunu 






THIETy.PIBS#WEEK.— PBIDAY MOENING. 


WAIfIlf0 OOJD’a Wll4i< 
PtHiwn, M(^ni, 

1 T^OST grwiouB God, reveal 

iTi couceming me ; 

WhateV I do, wbate’er I feel, 

I follow tby decree. 

Kyself, and all my ways 
To ilieo I still resign, 
lied by the Spirit of thy grace, 
And by the word divine. 

2 Jesus, I here abide 

Thy pleasure to fulfil ; 

My soul and all its motions guide, 
By thy most holy will; 

The counsels of thy love 
Be on my heart imprest, 

It then shall at thy bidding move, 
And at tliy bidding rest. 


a M. 


C. Wic8li:y. 


1 KINGS VIII. 

I>edication of the Tmjdc, 

*^/rOREOVER concerning a stranger, that is not of thy 
AtX people Israel, but cometh out of a far country for thy 

name^s sake. 

42 (For they shall hear of thy great name, and of thy 
strong hand, and of thy strctched-out arm ;) when he shail 
come and pray toward this house ; 

48 Hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and do accord- 
ing to all that the stranger callcth to then for : that all pcoph' 
of the earth may know thy name, to fear thee, as do thy 
people Israel; and that they may know that this house, which 
1 have builded, is called by thy name. 

44 If thy people go out to battle against their enemy, 
whithersoever thou shalt send them, and sliall pray unto the 
Loan toward the city which thou hast chosen, and toward the 
house that I have built for tliy name : 

45 Then hear thou in heaven their prayer and their sn])p i- 
cation, and maintain their cause. 

46 If they sin against thee, (for there is no man that 
sinneth not,) and thou be angry with them, and deliver them 
to the enemy, so that they carry them away captives unto the 
land of the enemy, far or near ; 

47 Yet if they shall bethink themselves in the land whither 
they were carried captives, and repent, and make Bupplieation 
unto thee in the land of them that carried them captives, 
saying, We have sinned, and have done perversely, we have 
committed wickedness ; 

48 And $0 return unto thee with all tlicir licart, and with 
all their sotd, in the land of their enemies, which led them 
away captive, and pray unto thee toward their land, which 
thou gavest unto their fathers, the city which thou hast 
chosen, and the house which I have built for thy name ; 

49 Then hear thou their prayer and their supplication in 
heaven thy dwelling place, and maintain their cause. 

50 And forgive thy people that have sinned against thee, 
and all their transgressions wherein they have transgressed 
against thee, and give them compassion before them who 
carried them captive, that they may have compassion on 
them ; 

51 For they be thy people, and thine inheritance, whicli 
thoi;i broughtest forth out of Egypt, from the midst of the 
f timaoe of iron : 

52 That thine ^es may be open unto the supplication of 
thy servant, and unto the supplication of thy people Israel, to 
h^aiken unto them in all that they call for unto thee. 

58 For thou didst separate them from among all the people 
of the earth, to be thine inheritance, as thou spakest by the 
hand of Mosm tty servant, when thou broughtest our fathers 
pf Bgypt^ O XKNfd Gon. 


54 And it was so, that when Solomon hod made an end of 
praying all this prayer and supplication unto the Loan, he 
arose from before the altar of the Lord, fi om kneeling on his 
knees with his hands spread up to heaven. 

55 And he stood, and blessed all the co.^ igregatiou of Israel 
with a loud voice, saying, 

56 Blessed be the Lord, that hath given rest unto his 
people Israel, according to oil that ho pro nised : there hath 
not failed one word of all his good promise, which ho promised 
by the liand of Moses his servant. 

Beflections upon 1 Einos vm. — We should daily remember that 
we are by nature strangers to God, and aliens from the common- 
wealth of Israel. May we be no longer strangers, but sons. May 
'we bo no longer aliens, but citizens ! Wo have hoard of Christ’s 
great name, and of Christ’s great salvation. Has the intelligence 
been grateful to our souls? has it produced saving find blessed effects 
on our souls ? Ciui wo say respecting Jesus’ name, it is more fragrant 
than the richest odour of the most refreshing perfume ? Happy ore 
we, if wo can say, ** Jesus we love thy charming name, ’tia music 
to our oars ! ” 

PRAYER. 

I jj^TERNAL Jehovah, who sittest between the cherubim, we 
desire this morning to assemble as a family before thy 
throne of grace, to dedicate ourselves to thy service and glory. 
As Solomon dedicated the temple to thee, to be constantly 
devoted to thine honour and worship, may we with our hearts 
surrender ourselves to thy service, that in time and eternity 
our souls may be temples devoted to thy praise. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, that thy name is great: O may 
wc never be left to dishonour thy glorious name. Holy ana 
reverend is thy name : God forbid that we should ever take 
thy blessed name in vain. 

We adore thee in thy po^ver ; thine hand is strong, and thy 
stretched-out arm in past ages has performed wonderful deeds 
for the deliverance of thy people, and for the destruction pf 
thy foes. We praise thee for all that thou liast done and art 
doing for thy Church. Blessed be the Lord, that hath given 
rest to his people, according to all that thou hast promised. 
We praise thee that thou hast given them rest in thy purpose, 
in thy love, in thy covenant, and in thy kingdom. We rejoice 
that thou hast provided for them a glorious rest in heaven. 
Give us faith to believe that this lieavenly rest is provided for 
us ; and may wc and all our relatives rejoice in the words of 
inspired truth : There remaineth a rest for tlic people of God. 

O teach our dear children and servants to seek a resting* 
place in Christ. Suffer them not to wander in the paths oj 
folly and sin, seeking rest and enjoyment where they never can 
be found. 

O Lord, thou art a God of truth, and not one good thing 
has failed of all that thou hast promised to thy people. Bestow 
on us that lively faith by which we shall lay hold of all the 
promises of a promising God : and then M'e shall be enabled 
to exclaim, in the language of an apostle, with joyfuluess of 
heart. Whereby arc given unto us exceeding great and precious 
promises ; that by these we might be made partakers of tho 
Divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is iu tho 
world through lust. 

As Solomon prayed for strangers, wo pray for all who are 
enduring the miseries of exile in various parts of the earth. 
May the suiferiugs of their restless and changing state lift up 
their hearts to heaven and Christ, and may they desire a city 
of habitations, even aiiouse not made with hands, eternal iu 
the heavens. 

We thank our God for the unmerited mercies of the night, i 
and we pray for grace lo live this day as if it were our last, i 
All we ask is for Jesus' sake, who died for us, the just for the | 
unjust. Amen. i 
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THIRTr-FIttST WEEK.— PEIBAY EVENINO. 


CONVICTION OP SIN. 

ITcSiMr*#. Zibulm. St, Marf^i, Wofiaop, a x. 

1 T OKO, how secure my conscience was, 

" And felt no inward dread ! 

I was alive without the law, 

And thought my sins wore dead. 
a My hopes of heaven were firm and bright ; 

But since the precept came 
With a convincing power and light, 

1 find how vilo 1 am. 

3 My guilt appeared but small before, 

Till terribly I saw 
How perfect, holy, just, and pure. 

Was thine eternal law. VVatoi, IJ5, D, /. 


KOMANS VII. 

Orace and Conniption. 

K now yc not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know 
the law,) how that the law liatli dominion over a man as 
long as he liveth ? 

2 For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the 
law to her husband so long as he liveth ; but if the husband 
be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. 

8 So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to 
another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her 
husband be dead, she is free from that law ; so that she is no 
adulteress, though she be married to another man. 

4 Where^re, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the 
law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to 
another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that wc 
should bring forth fruit unto God. 

6 For when w^e were in the flesh, tlie motions of sins, which 
were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth finiit 
unto death. 

6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead 
wherein wc were held ; that we should serve in newness of 
spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. 

14 For we know that the law is spiritual : but I am carnal, 
sold under sin. 

16 For that which I do I allow not • for what I would, that 
do I not; but what I hate, that do I. 

1 6 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the 
law that it is good. 

17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that 
dwelleth in me. 

18 For I know that in me, (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth 
no good thing : for to will is present with me ; but how to 
perform that whicli is good I And not. 

19 For the good that I would, I do not : but the evil which 
I would not, that 1 do. 

20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do 
it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 

21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is 
present with me. 

22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man : 
28 But I see another law in my members, warring against 
the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the 
law of sin which is in my members. 

24 0 wretched man that I am 1 who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death ? 

25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then 
with the mind I myself serve the law of God ; but with the 
flesh the law of sin. 


BNFtxoTXOsrs UPON Bon. vn.---Huinan laws reach the life and 
actions; the law of Ood reaches the heart, and all its movements, 
affeotton^ and desires. The power of himian laws terminates with 
ear mortal life; tho law of God is otomal in its aathority and 
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obligations. The most endearing of ei^y relations aro depti^yei 
by death ; but if we are savingly united to Christ, there exists a 
relation, the most endearing and profitable, over which death has no 
influence, and over which it can exercise no control. we^ are 
thus united to Jesus, he has our whole heart— no rival divide the 
government with him. He reigns superlative and fdone within us. 
Are we delivered from the law os a covenant ? Then, we are clothed 
with the righteousness of Christ, we are accepted in tho bdoved, 
and we yield to him the obedience of sons, and not of slaves ; tho 
obedience of love, and not of constraint. Is sin our greatest burden, 
and the possession of perfect holiness our greatest ambition ? Then, 
assuredly Christ is ours and we ore his. 


PEAYER. 

^ LORY to thy name, O Lord our God, that there is con- 
stant access to the throne of grace, through Jesus, tlm 
new and the living way. If in thy justice thou shouldst dekl 
with ns as wc deserve, thou wouldst place a seraph with a 
flaming sword, to prevent our access to thy mercy-seat ; or in 
thy wrath thou wouldst remove us to those abodes of misery, 
where despair reigns with irresistible control. What shall we 
render to the Lord lor all his benefits ? and for this — which 
ranks among the chief — constant access through Jesus to tho 
throne of grace ? 

Look upon us with great compassion, thou Shepherd of 
Israel, who neither slumbcrest nor sleepest, now that we aro 
assembled together to thank thee for the mercies of the past 
day, and to commit ourselves to thy gracious care this night. 
Forgive the sins and sanctify the events of the day. We 
acknowledge our unworthincss of the blessings received, and 
we acknowledge our uuthaukfulness : Bless the Lord^ 0 our 
soul, and forget not all his benefits. 

We are about to be surrounded with the shades of night, 
but there is no darkness with thee : to thee the night is as 
^lear as the day ; the darkness and the light are both alike 
unto thee. As a family and individuals we commit ourselves 
to thy protection, as to the care of a compassionate father. 
May we in reality belong to thy flock ; then we shall have an 
interest in that promise, He will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom. 

Presei've our beloved children fi'om the designs and ravages 
of Satan, who goeth about like a roaring lion, seeking whom 
he may devour, and who employs the most crafty and early 
methods for the destruction of the rising race. Thou Divine 
Shepherd, have mercy upon them and our domestics, 

Wc confess, O Lord, that we are by nature under the law 
as a broken covenant of works. By the righteousness of 
Christ imputed may all of us be delivered from the tremen- 
dous curse of that broken law. May we be married to Christ, 
even to him who is raised from the dead, and may we bring 
forth fruit unto God. Too long we have brought forth the 
vile and poisonous fruits of sin ; now may we bring forth the 
fruits of love, holiness, and obedience, which are to the glory 
of God the Father. May our 'obedience to thy law be the 
obedience of sons and not of slaves ; may it flow from love, 
and not from constraint ; and may we serve God in newness 
of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. 

Teach us, O Lord, ever to esteem sin a burden. May ire 
look on sin within us as a body of sin and death, and ever 
consider it the grievous plarae of the heart. AkSj that we 
have been so long under siir s dominion 1 that we hfkVe boon 
BO long its willing captives 1 May each one of ue be 
quaint^ with tho spiritual warfare, and know what it is to 
obtain victories over our mwerful corruptions. May we fcgmca 
that all who ^ht under Christas banners sliall be more ^uin. 
conquerors. Lord, hear the prayers of thine unwort|]^ piOti 
tioners, for the sake of Jesus Chmt onr XiOld. t 


THIRTY-PIRST WEEK.— SATURDAY MORNING. 


c. at. 


MAJESTY OP CHKIST. 

WoTtihip. jB^, IritL 

1 ^HE xnisgeat^ of Solomon, 

How glonous to behold ! 

The Beryants waiting round hie throne, 

The ivory and the gold ! 

2 •But, mighty God, thy palace shinoB 
With far superior beams ; 

Thine angel-guards are swift as winds, 

Thy ministers arc flames. 

3 Kow to the hands of Christ our King 
Are all their legions given : 

Th^ wait upon his saints, and bring 

His oliosen heirs to Imaven. Watts, 113 , 7?. //. 

1 KINGS^X^ 

Queen of Sheba wondering at Solomon. 

4 ND when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solo- 
mon concerning the name of the Loud, she came to 
prove him with hard questions. 

2 And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with 
camels that bare spices, and very much gold, and precious 
stones : and when she was come to Solomon, she eorarnuned 
with liim of all that was in her heart. 

8 And Solomon told her all her questions : there was not 
any thing hid from the king, which he told her not. 

4 And when the queen of Slicba had seeu all Solomoii’s 
wisdom, and the house that he had built, 

5 And the meat of his table, and the sitting of hia servants, 
and the attendance of his ministers, and their apparel, and his 
cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up unto the 
house of the Lord ; there was no more spirit in her. 

6 And she said to the king. It was a true report that I 
heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. 

7 Howbeit I believed not the words, until 1 came, and 
mine eyes had seen it : and, behold, the half was not told me : 
thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which 1 heard. 

8 Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, which 
stand continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom. 

9 Blessed be the Loud thy God, which delighted in thee, 
to set thee on the throne of Israel: because the Loud loved 
Israel for ever, therefore made he tliee king, to do judgment 
and justice. 

10 And she gave the king an hundred and twenty talents 
of gold, and of spices very great store, and precious stones : 
there came no more such abundance of spices as these which 
the queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon. 

11 And the navy also of llirarn, that brought gold from 
Ophir, brought in from Opbir great plenty of almug trees, 
and precious stones. 

12 And the king made of the almug trees pillars for the 
house of the Loud, and for the king’s house, harps also and 
psalteries for singers: there came no such almug trees, nor 
were seen unto this day. 

13 And king Solomon gave unto the queen of Sheba all 
her desire, whatsoever she asked, beside that which Solomon 
gave her of his royal bounty. So she turned and went to her 
own country, she and her servants. 

21 And all king Solomon’s drinking vessels were of gold, 
and all the vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon were 
qf pure gold; none were q/’ silver : it was nothing accounted of 
in the days of Solomon. 

22 For the king had at sea a navy of Tharshish with the 
navy of Hiram ; once in three years came the navv of Thar- 
shish^ bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks. 

28 So king Solomon exceeded dl the kings of the earth 
for riches and for wisdom. 

24 all the earth sought to Solomon, to hear his wisdom, 
wfaidi God had put in Iiis heart. 


25 And they brought every man his present, vessels of 
silver, and vessels of gold, and garments, and armour, ami 
spices, horses, and mules, a rate year by year. 

Kkflkctions upon 1 Kings x. — The fame of Solomon spread to 
distant Ethiopia; the fame of Jesus shall overspread the earth : ** h 
greater than Solomon is here.” It was lionourablo and praise- 
'worthy to the queen of Sheba, that she was attracted and charmed 
by the wisdom of Solomon. Are we attracted and charmed by the 
wisdom of Christ ? And arc wo concerned to be tho disciples of 
him wdio teaches as never men or angels taught ? Solomon showed 
himself to bo a willing, wise, condescending, uiid efficient instructor. 
Many possess stores of intelligence, who manifest no aptness in com- 
municating of tlieir treasures. In Jesus, our Divine Solomon, aro 
laid up idl tho treasures of 'wisdom. He is willing to receive the 
most ignorant, and enrol them among his disciples, and teach them 
lessons by which they shall be fltted for tho life that now is, and 
for that which is to come. 


PRAYER. 

^ OD the Father, Sou, a»id Spirit, one God, infinitely glo- 
rious and blessed in thyself, and in all thy perfections, 
we come unto thee as the Lord our God, to supplicate, accord* 
ing to thy will, the blessings of the covenant of grace, Wc 
adore thee, O Lord, as a God of boundless and unerring 
wisdom. ’J''hou art wise in heart and mighty in strength ; 
none ever hardened liimsclf against thcc and prospered. We 
have now read of the wisdom of Solomon, whose fame was 
conveyed to distant and remote nations ; and we adore thee 
for that wisdom given to tliy servant as a blessing to thy 
Church, and as an illustrious type of thy WTll-beloved Son. 
'What, O Jesus, was the wisdom of Israel’s king, conjpared 
with thine? When we think of thy wisdom, O King of Zion, 
O King of lieavcn, wc have reason to give utterance to the 
sublime expressions of an inspired and devout Apostle, O the 
depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God ! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past 
finding out ! For who hath known the mind of God, or being 
Ills counsellor bath taught him ? As the queen of Sheba was 
filled with wonder at the wisdom and wealth and splendour of 
Solomon, may our minds be filled with wonder, love, and joy, 
when wc think of the uncreated w isdom of Jesus, and the glory 
and majesty in wiiich he appears upon his heavenly throne. 

Wc bless thee, O Immanuel, for Avhat thou hast made known 
to ns already of thy greatness and thy grace. Convince us 
that much more remains to be revealed iu a future and a 
heavenly stale. O may Ave rejoice that, though we now sec 
thee through a glass darkly, there is a day fast approaching 
•avIicu all the dark clouds and shadows that obscure our minds 
shall be for ever removed, and w'e shall sec thee face to face. 
Prepare us, Holy Spirit, for that blessed day — teach us to 
long for the arrival of that glorious day. 

We have read of t)»o happiness of Solomon’s household, aud 
of the felicity and prosperity of his subjects. AVhat reason 
have Ave, thou exalted Saviour, thou blessed King of Zion, to 
exclaim. Happy ai*e thy men, happy are these thy servants, 
Avhich stand continually before thee, and hear thy wisdom 1 

We entreat thee^ O rnetxiful Saviour, to take our children, 
and make them thy children ; advance them to the honour of 
belonging to thy household, and may they sit and hear thy 
ivisdom. Make our servants thy sei'vants. 

Give aged saints enlarged enjoyment of heavenly consola- 
tion ; and comfort them with the near ]f.rospect of beholding 
(yhrist’s glory in heaven. 

Accept of our thanks tot all the mercies of the past night, 
and enable us to spend this concluding day of the week as if 
it were the concluding day of our lives. Graciously hear us, 
for Jesus’ sake, the only wise God our Saviour. Amen. 

8 K 



TIIIETY-FIRST WEEK.— SATUEDAY BVBNIN<J. 


SAINTS QTTIOKfiNED BT THE BFIRIT. 

BpIUmtok, St^phen*t, R. 

1 should our mouruirig thoughts delight , 

To grovel in the dust ? 

Or why should streams of tears unite 
Around the expiring just? 
t Did not the Lord our Saviour die, 

And triumph o’er the grave ? 

Did not our Lord ascend on higli, 

And prove his power to save ? 

- 3 Doth not the sacred Spirit eomc, 

And dwell in all the saints ? 

And should the temples of his grace 
Resound with long complaints ? 

4 Awake, my soul, and like the sun 
Rurst through each sable cloud ; * 

And thou, my voice, though broke with sighs, 

Tune forth thy songs aloud. Doddridoe. 

HOMANS VIII. 

The FLe&h and Spirit, 

rpHERE is therefore now no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit. 

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jeans hath 
made me free from the law of sin and death. 

3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God sending his own Son in tlic likeness of 
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh : 

4 That the righteousness of the law niiglit l)e fulfilled in us, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of 
the flesh ; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the 
Spirit. 

6 For to be carnally minded is death ; but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace. 

7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God : for it is 
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 

8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9 But ye are not in the flesh, hut in the Spirit, if so bo 
that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 

10 And if Christ de in you, the body is dead because of sin ; 
but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 

11 But if the Spirit of him thj)t raised up Jesus from the 
dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead 
shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that 
dwelleth in you. 

12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to 
live after the flesh. 

13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die : but if ye 
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall 
live. 

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, tlicy ai’e 
the sons of God. 

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to 
fear ; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, wdiereby we 
cry, Abba, Father. 

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that 
we are the children of God : 

17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint- 
heirs with Christ ; if so be that we suffer with Aim, that we 
mi^ be also glorified together. 

18 For 1 reckon that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy /o 6e compared with the gloiy which shall be 
revealed in ns* 

BavasonoNi irpcnir vm. — ^Exalted is the character, and 

distingniahad the privileges, of the children of Gk>d. Once they 
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wore condemned; now they ore acquitted. Onee they were living 
under God’s firowns; now they are living under his smiles. Oaeo 
they were bond-slaves ; now they enjoy a glorioup liberty, and shall 
return into bondage no more for ever. Once the flesh was their 
master; now they live by the Spirit, are enlightened by the Spirit, 
and oro led by the Spirit. Once they were spiritoally dead, and 
strangers to heavenly joys ; now they are spiritually alive, and are 
filled with that peace which passeth all understanding. Once they 
were rebels agamst the Divine authority; nowit is their earnest 
and unfeigned desire to be conformed to God’s image inwardly in 
their hearts, and to please him outwardly in their Uves. Are we 
tlie subjects of this change — this blessed change ? 

PRAYER. 

TT OLY and Divine Spirit, mercifully enable a company of 
unworthy suppliants to approach the throne of grace , 
with reverence, humility, and faith, and to offer up their even* 
ing prayer in spirit and in truth. 

O thou glorious Lord God, we adore thee as a God of 
justice, who cannot consistently pronounce upon the guilty a 
sentence of pardon, without ample satisfaction being given to 
the righteous demands of thy justice. We adore thee aa a 
God of infinite and unerring wisdom, and rejoice that thou 
hast in thy great mercy contrived a scheme of salvation, by 
which thou art able to exercise tliy justice and mercy to the 
fullest extent in the redemption of our ruined race. Praise 
to our God, that we ore able to sing of justice as well as 
mercy in the salvation of man. Justice and judgment are 
the habitation of thy throne, while mercy and truth go before 
thy face. 

We tliauk our God that we have been preserved to the close 
of another day and of another week, while many have been 
ushered into the eternal state who, at the beginning of this 
week, were in the land of the living. Sanctify to us all the 
events of thy Providence which have passed over our heads, 
aild mercifully forgive the guilt we have contracted. Give us 
this night an interest in thy protecting care; and may our 
lives and health be preserved to anotlier Sabbath, tliat we 
may enter thy courts, and unite with thy people in the sacred 
and animating services of thy sanctuary. 0 Lord, we desire 
to esteem a day in thy courts better than a thousand ony- 
j wlicre else. M ay we ever look on thy sanctuaiy as an emblem 
of heaven, and the Sabbath as an emblem of the rest which 
remaineth for the people of God. 

Wc thank thee, O Lord, for what we have now read of the 
privileges of thy people. We desire to long and prtw for 
their possession. May they be ours. May we be, in uhrist 
Jesus, interested in his love, his righteousness, and his spirit. 
Clothe us, O Jesus, with thy righteousness; then we shall be 
brought from a state of condemnation into a state of pardon 
and acceptance. Glory to thy name, great Advocate, that 
what the law could not do through the weakness of the flesh, 
thou hast done by thine atoning sacrifice. Lord, deliver us 
from the carnality and the enmity of our nature. 

Sanctify the hearts and affections of our dear children^ 
and may they f urnish early symptoms of being spiritually^ 
minded, which is life Mnd peace. 

May the spirit of Christ dwell in us, and in all our rela* 
tives, as an illuminating, quickening, and sanctifying spirit. 

O give us that spirit, by whose power our ladies shall be 
raised in the morning of the resurrection, and likened unto 
ChrisPs glorious body. Lord, give us the spirit of adoption, 
by which we shall cry, Abba, Father : and may the Spirit be 
a witness with our spirits that we are the sons of God, end 
the heirs of heaven. 

Condescend, O heavenly Father, to hear our toU 

Jesus^ sake. And may the grace of our Lord lesus Chrirt 
with us all. Amen. 


THIBTY.SBOON© WEEK,— 8ABBATH IfOENING. 


' OOP’s ANCIENT PEEPS. 

XmtP^ Jhwidmet CoUtffc. o, \i 

I pUi meditate his works of old ; 

4* The king that reigns above ; 

I’ll hear his anoient wondors told, 

And learn to trust his love. 

% Strange waa thy journey through tlic 
Thy footsteps, Lord, unknown ; 

Terrors attend the wondrous way, 

That brings thy mercies down. 

8 Tlyr voice with terror in tho sound 
Through clouds and darkness broke ; 

All heaven in lightning shone around, 

And earth with thunder shook. 

Waw, Pi. 77, p. //. 


PSALM LXXVII. 

lUmmhering Ood*i Works. 

TT^ILL the Lord cast off for ever ? and will he be favour- 
™ able no more? 

8 Is his mercy clean gone for ever ? doth his promise fail 
for evermore ? 

9 Hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath he in anger 
shut up his tender mercies? Sclah. 

10 And I said, This is my infirmity : bvt I will remember 
the years of the right hand of the most high. 

Ill will remember the works of the Lord : surely I will 
remember thy wonders of old. 

12 I will meditate also of all thy work, and talk of thy 
doings. 

13 Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary : who is so great a 
God as our God I - 

14 Thou art the God that doest wonders ; thou hast de- 
clared thy strength among the people. 

16 Thou hast with thine arm redeemed thy people, the sons 
of Jacob and Joseph. Selah. 

16 The waters saw thee, O God, the waters saw thee; they 
were afraid : the depths also were troubled. 

17 The clouds })Oured out water : the skies sent out a 
souud : thine arrows also went abroad. 

18 The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven : the light- 
nings lightened the world ; the earth trembled and shook. 

19 Thy way is ip the sea, and thy path in the great waters, 
and thy footsteps are not known. 

20 Thou leddest thy people like a flock by the hand of 
Moses and Aaron. 

PSALM LXXIX. 

Earnest Prayer. 

O JlEM]SMB!EIl not against us former iniquities : let thy 
tender mercies speedily prevent us : for we arc brought 
venr low* 

9 Help us, O God of our salvation, for tho glory of thy 
name ; and deliver us, and purge away our sins for thy name’s 
sake. 

10 Wherefore should the heathen say, Whore is their God ? 
let him be known among the heathen in our sight by the 
revon^ug of the blood of thy servants which is shed. 

11 Let the sighing of the prisoner come before time ; ac- 
cording to the greatpess of thy power preserve thou those that 
are appointed to dje. 

18 So we thy people and sheep of thv pasture will give 
thee thanks for ever: we will shew forth thy praise to all 
generations. 

, |lmso?zovs iPsiXH Lxxyi;., Lxxix.--In the believer we have 
a reniatkable mixture of good and evil, of grace and corruption. The 
question of the Psalinist, ** Will the Lord cast off for over,’’ is an ex- 
pression of unbelief, and yet we see in it an expression of love and a^ 
estimation of unspeakable privilege of the Divine AUowship. 


A superlative love to Jesus forms the basis of that sorrow he fbela 
when his Saviour’s smiles seem to be withdrawn, but which am 
only concealed by an intervening cloud, which shall soon be merci- 
fully removed. It is only in a littlo anger and for a short moment 
Jesus hides his face from his people. His affection never changes, 
W'hile with everlasting loving* kindness he will have mercy upon 
them. It is justly said tliat tho saint of God, under the influence 
of holy penitence, never forgets his sins. Like David, ** his sin is 
ever before him.” But God treats the sins of liis people as if he 
had forgotten them. Ho says, he will remember them no more. 
Clothed with tlio righteousness of Christ, ho looks upon them as 
free from guilt as if sin had never existed within them. 


PRAYER. 

TJT OLY Spirit, enable us to draw near to the God of oui 
salvation with filial boldness, and in the full assurancG 
j of faith. O give ua grace to present those prayers which will 
come up with acceptance before the throne of grace, through 
the merit of our Saviour’s righteousness. 

Our Father who art in heaven, we desire to address thee in 
the language of humility and thankfulness. We would extol 
thee, our God, O King ; we will bless thy name for ever and 
ever. Every day we would bless thee ; and we will praise thy 
name for ever and ever. We thank God for hearing our 
prayers, and preserving us through anotlier night. We bless 
thee that we have entered on another day of sacred rest. May 
we enter joyfully on the exercises of thy day, and may the 
j)rospect of entering thy sanctuary fill our hearts with holy 
delight. O that each one of us could say, in the language of 
thine inspired servant, I was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go into the house of the Lord. 

Teach our beloved children and servants to love thy day 
more than any other day^ thy house more than any othe^ 
placCy and thy service more than any other employmenL 

Lord, have mercy ou the heralds of salvation of every name, 
and give them a large portion of thy Spirit. May they bo 
filled with increasing zeal for the glory of God, increasing 
concern for the salvation of souls, and increasing desires for 
the extension of the kingdom of Christ. Fill thy servants in 
their public ministry with tlie fear of God, and deliver them 
from the fear of man, which ensnares the soul. 

Wc present our prayers for all who shall hear the glorious 
Gospel of our blessed Saviour this holy day. Have mercy on 
the hardened and indifferent; and awake them out of their 
slumbers. Have mercy on those who are convinced, and lead 
them to the feet of Jesus, to receive from his hand the blessed 
inheritance of pardon and eternal life. O have mercy on such 
as are on the borders of despair, and convince them that all 
who apply to Jesus as broken-hearted penitents he will not, 
he cannot, cast out. 

May thy Spirit graciously descend on all the churches, and 
in particular on the church and congregation with winch we 
as a family arc more immediately connected. Make it like a 
well- watered vineyard, even as a field the Lord hath blessed. 

Lord, have mercy on thy suffering children in every part of 
the habitable globe. Comfort them with the remembrance of 
tho works of the Lord, even with the remembrance of thy 
wonders of old. Thou art a God that doest wonders ; and 
thou hast declared thy strength among the people. 

Lord, bless our sovereign and all inferior rulers. May they 
seek the welfare of thy kingdom, and prove nursing fathers to 
thy Church. Make our great men tho ornaments of the 
Gospel, and may they bo enabled to furnish thfit example of 
piety which will induce multitudes to fear the Lord. 

O thou King of saints, mercifully hear our prayers foT 
Jesus’ sake, the Lamb that was slain. Amen. 

Our FatW which art in heaven, &;c. 

3k 2 488 


THIRTY-SECOND WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


TBl! CHUllCH god’s VINE, 

Job, Athlone, Rijypon,*9. l. n. 

\ IT AST thou not planted with thy lionda 
A lovely vine in heathen lands ? 

Did not thy power defend it round, 

And heavenly dews enrich the ground ? 

2 How did the spreading brunches shoot, 

And bless the nations with the fruit ! 

But now, dear Lord, look down and see 
Thy mourning vine, that lovely tree. 

3 Betiirn, almighty (lod, return. 

Nor let thy bleeding vineyard mourn ; 

Turn us to tlico, tliy love restore. 

Wo shall be saved and sigh no more. Watts, P », 80. 


PSALM LXXX. 

Suffurint/A of the Church. 

IVE ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph 
like a flock ; thou that dwcllest between the cherubim, 
shine forth. 

2 Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh stir up thy 
strength, and come and save us. 

3 Turn us again, O God, and cause thy face to shine ; and 
we shall be sat^ed. 

4 O Lovd God of hosts, how long wilt thou ])e angry against 
the prayer of thy people ? 

5 Thou feedest them with the bread of tears ; and givest 
them tears to drink in great measure. 

6 Thou makest us a strife unto our neighbours : and our 
enemies laugh among themselves. 

7 Turn us again, O God of hosts, and cause thy face to 
shine ; and we shall be saved. 

8 Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt : thou hast cast 
out the heathen and planted it. 

9 Thou preparedst room before it, and didst cause it to take 
deep root, and it filled the land. 

10 The hills were covered with the shadow of it, and the 
boughs thereof were like the goodly cedars. 

11 She sent out her boughs unto the sea, and her branches 
unto the river. 

12 Why hast thou then broken down her hedges, so that all 
they which pass by the way do pluck her ? 

18 The boar out of the wood doth waste it, and the wild 
beast of the field doth devour it. 

14 Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts : look down 
from heaven, and behold and visit this vine ; 

16 And the vineyard which thy right hand hath planted, 
and the branch that thou modest strong for thyself. 

16 It is burned with fire, it is cut down ; they perish at the 
rebuke of thy countenance. 

17 Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon 
the son of man whom thou modest strong for thyself. 

18 So will not we go back from thee ; quicken us, and wc 
will call upon thy name. 

19 Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts, cause thy face to 
shine ; and we shall be saved. 


Hkflections upon Psaxh LXXX. — How precious are the privileges 
of tho cluldren of God. They can say, Jesus is our Shepherd, .we 
shall not want. He leads us his wisdom and mercy through the 
waste howling wilderness of this world. With more than paternal 
afTedtion he listens to our complaints. He graciously hears and 
answers our supplications; and at lost he wiU conduct us to his 
heavmily palace, where he dwells in the midst of his adoring 
worshippers, sheds upon them the lustre of his glory, and fills 
them with ineffiible delight wd joy. On earth the light of Jesus’ 
oountenanoe is aometimes intoiupted, and even concealed. In 
heaven Jesus is to his people their everlasting light. He is their 
•un, and he never goes down ; and the days of their mourning are 
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ended— yes, ended for ever and ever. Glorious prosj^ 1— May tha 
prospect of that day, that blessed day, teach us to rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God. Tho bitter herbs and the bitter waters of amio* 
tion are indisponsably necess^ for promoting the spiritual healtii 
of the family of God, weaning their hearts more and more from 
earthly things, and lifting up their thoughts, hopes, and affections 
more fully, ardently, and constantly to the blessed realities of their 
heavenly home. 

PRAYER. 

O GOD of our salvation, thou art the Shepherd of Israel, 
and thou leadest Joseph like a flock. Blessed Saviour, 
thou art tho good Shepherd, for thou hast laid down thy life 
for the flock. We praise thee for the Divine and constant 
care thou dost unceasingly manifest to thy flock. Thine eye is 
never for one moment withdrawn from their interest, and all . 
the plans of their enemies thou dost effectually overturn. 
Lord, make us in reality the sheep of thy pasture. We are 
professedly thy sheep : God forbid that we should be wolves 
in sheep’s clothing. Divine Spirit, teach us impartially to 
examine ourselves— to bring ourselves to the light of thy 
Word, that wc may know whether we are Jesus’ sheep or 
Satan’s goats. If there are any of us who do not l)elong to 
the flock of Christ, let us not remain at a distance from his 
direction and defence, without which we shall never arrive at 
the shcepfold above. 

Make our dear children lambs of the Savioufs flock. 
Where can we take them^ O Jesus^ hut to thee?' IVe can 
entrust them to none else. Rejoice our hearts^ by encircling 
them with thine everlasting arms. May our servants belong 
to the flock of Jesus, and acknowledge him as the Shepherd 
of their souls* 

We earnestly pray that a Divine unction may abundantly 
attend the preaching of the everlasting Gospel this day, 
through all the churches. May thy Word prove to thousands 
aii enlightening word, and be instrumental in dispelling from 
the soul the dark clouds of ignorance, folly, superstition, and 
error. May thy Word prove a sanctifying word, and may tho 
unholy and impure be delivered from their degrading passions 
and lusts, and become lovely with the ornaments of holiness 
and grace. And may thy blessed Word prove to many a 
comforting word, and fill the hearts of the mourners, the 
sorrowful, and the despairing, with heavenly joy. O that 
many, by means of a preached Gospel, may be enabled this 
day to sing respecting Jesus, the only source of true and 
unfading joy. Whom having not seen we love : in whom, 
though now we see him not, yet believing, we rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory. 

We thank thee, God of ordinances, for the assistance given 
this day to all thy ministering servants, and in particular to 
thy servant our pastor. Wc thank thee for all the good en- 
joyed by the churches of the saints ; and in particular for the 
spiritual benefit enjoyed by the church and congregation to 
which we belong. | 

Lord, bless thy Church universal more and more. We 
thank thee that thou hast planted this noble vine on the face 
of the earth, and that thou hast most wonderfully preserved 
tliis vine, and hast not suffered Satan, the boar of the forest, 
to destroy it. We pray for the increase of the vine. We 
long for that day when the branches of this vine shall cover 
the earth. O Lord, look down from heaven, and visit this 
thy vine. May our sovereign and rulers be branches in this 
noble vine ! 

As a family, turn all our hearts to thyself, cause thy face to 
shine ; and we shall be saved. Protect us tUs night, 0 Lord : 
hear our prayers and forgive our sins, for Jesus, our Itodeemer’s 
sake. Amen. 

Our Father which ai't in heaven, ficc. 




THIRTY-SECOND WEEK.— MONDAY MORNING. 


FDLLT AND MADNESS OF SIN 
Old Ford, Wederham, AWt, 

1 QIN, like a venomous disease, 

^ Infects our vital blood; 

The only balm is sovereign grace, 
And physician, God. 

2 Our beauty and our strength are fled, 

And wo draw near to death ; 

But Christ tho Lord recalls t)io dead 
With his almighty breath. 

8 Madness by nature reigns within ; 
The passions bum and rage, 

Till God^s own Son with skill divine 


The inward flro assuage. 


WATTr., 15 .^ B, If. 


1 KINGS XII. 

Behoboam reftumg tht old Men's Counsel, 

A ND Rehoboam went to Shechem : for all Israel were come 
to Shechem to make him king. 

2 And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of Ncbat, 
who was yet in Egypt, heard of it, (for he was fled from the 
presence of king Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt ;) 

8 That they sent and called him. And Jeroboam and all the 
congregation of Israel came, and spake unto Ilehoboam, saying, 

4 Thy father made our yoke grievous : now therefore make 
thou the grievous service of thy father, and his licavy yoke 
which he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee. 

5 And he said unto them. Depart yet for three days, then 
come again to me. And the people departed. 

G And king Rehoboam consulted with the old men, that 
stood before Solomon his father while he y(it lived, and said, 
How do ye advise that 1 may answer this people ? 

7 And they spake unto him, saying, If thou wilt be a ser- 
vant unto this people this day, and wilt serve them, and answer 
them, and speak good words to them, then they will be thy 
servants for ever. 

8 But he forsook the counsel of the old men, which they 
had given him, and consulted with the young men that were 
grown up with him, and which stood before liim : 

9 And he said unto them, What counsel give ye that w^c 
may answer this people, who have spoken to me, saying. Make 
the yoke which thy father did put upon us lighter? 

10 And the young men that were grown up with him spake 
unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou speak unto this people that 
spake unto thee, saying. Thy father made our yoke heavy, but 
make thou it lighter unto us ; thus shalt thou say unto them. 
My little finger shall be thicker than my father’s loins. 

11 And now whereas my father did lade you with a heavy 
yoke, I will add to your yoke : my father hath chastised you 
with, whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions. 

12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the 
third day, as the king had appointed, saying. Come to me again 
the third day. 

18 And the king answered the people roughly, and forsook 
the old men^s counsel that they gave him ; 

14 And spake to them after the counsel of the young men, 
saying, My father made your yoke heavy, and I will add to 
your yoke : my father also chastised you with whips, but I will 
chastise you with scorpions. 

16 ‘Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the people ; for 
the cause was from the Loan, that he might perform his say- 
ing, which the Lord spake by Ahijah the Shilonite unto 
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat. 

16 So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto 
them, the people answered the king saying, What portion have 
we in Pavid? neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse : 
to your tents, O Israd : now see to thine own house, David. 
So IsMel departed unto their tents« 


17 But 08 for the children of Israel which dwelt in the cities 
of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. 

Reflections upon I Kinos xii. — Kings of human appointment arc 
no real benefit to mankind, unless, like David, they are anointed by 
God with tho spirit of wisdom and knowledge, tho spirit of under- 
standing, and of tho fear of the Lord. Like Rehoboam,’ tho instant 
kings mul nations begin to depart from God, his service and worship, 
then dangers and calamities begin. Those who honour God ho will 
honour; but they who despise him, he will lightly esteem. Though 
no obedience of ours can merit God’s defence, it is equally certain 
and true that they shall enjoy God’s protection and smiles who live 
in observing God’s ordinances, and in obeying his commandments. 
Tho accumulated experience of advanced ’ years is on inheritance 
more precious, and unspeakably more useful, than treasures of silver 
and gold. When tho young value, and seek tlio counsel of tho 
experienced and the wise, and when they follow the counsel they 
seek, it is an evidcnco^'»that already the plant of wisdom has taken 
root in iheir minds, and that, in future years, it shall bring forth an 
abundant harvest of precious fruit. 

PRAYER. 

T1|^E adore thee, O Lord, as the God of ordinances ; and wo 
praise thee for the gracious end of their institution, and 
for the blessed effects they have been instrumental in pro- 
ducing by the power of tho Holy S])irit. 

We thank and praise tiiee for tlie dispensation of tho Gospel 
during the ])a8t Sabbath, and for all the instances of saving 
benefit wbich haye accompanical a preached word. Wo present 
our thanks, that we have experienced the preserving kindness of 
our God during another night, and that we are now assembled 
before that throiu^ of grace wIktc the God of mercy is seated 
in all liis benignity to bestow the blessings of his salvation. 
What reason have we to sing, O give thanks unto the Lord, 
for he is good, for his mercy cnduretli for ever. 

O enable ns this day to live under the blessed influence of the 
Gospel of Jesus. May we be guided by Divine wisdom, and not 
be left to follow our own corrupted counsels. May our lives 
show that there is some differeiuie between us and the men of 
the world. May our actions manifest that we arc washed and 
sanctified. And even in our temporal pursuits may it bo 
evident tliat wc arc living above the world, and that our hearts 
and aflections arc placed on Clirist and immortality. Suffer 
us not, most gracious Eatlier, to seek a resting-place here 
below — may wc remember that a rest remains for tho people 
of God ; and wluni we have been delivered from this world 
and all its storms, may we arrive, through the blood of the 
Lamb, at that city of habitations whose maker and builder 
is God. 

Impress on our minds, Holy Spirit, w'hat we have now read 
from thy sacred word. May the folly of Solomon’s son con- 
vince us more and more of tho value and necessity of wisdom. 
Give us grace to love wise men, and to seek their counsel. 
Teach us to venerate our aged friends, and to listen with 
aflfectionate interest to the words of wisdom, piety, and expe- 
rience, which fall from their lips. 

Hare mercy on our dear children, and never suffer them to 
he led astray b^/ the ensnaring counsel of foolish men, O 
suffer not our children to be wise in their own conceit* 

iiord, bless our aged, pious friends. Long preserve them 
among us, as a blessing to our family, to society, and the 
church of Christ. 

Have mercy on our friends who are not yet the subjects of 
the kingdom of Christ. Persuade them, O Lord, to forsake the 
government of Satan and of sin ; and may they now exchange 
the government of these tyrants for Christ’s yoke, which is easy, 
and for his burden, whicii is light. O may all now prostrate 
before thee be thy faithful and loving subjects. Mercifully hear 
these our imperfect prayers, for the Mediator’s sake. Amen, 


THIETY-SECOND WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


COMPLETE SALVATION. 

ArwuM, Oyprtt$* AfJdty, m . 

1 O ALVATION, through our dying God, 

^ Shall surely be complete ; 

He paid whate’or his people owed, 

And cancelled all their debt. 

2 He sends his Spirit from above, 

Our nature to renew ; 

Displays his power, reveals his love, 

Gives life and comfort too. 

6 He heals our wounds, subdues aur foes, 

And shows our sins forgiven ; 

Conducts us through the wilderness, 

And brings us safe to heaven. Anon. 

ROMANS X. 

. Sufvatimi to all who believe, 

B rethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for 
Israel is, tlmt they miglit be saved. 

2 For I bear tlicm record that they have a zeal of God, but 
not according to knowledge. 

3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going 
about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves ninto the righteousness of God. 

4 For Christ ift the end of the law for righteousness to every 
pne that bclieveth. 

5 For Moses describeth the rigliteousness whicli is of tlic 
law, that the man which doeth timse tilings shall live by them. 

6 Rut the righteousness which is of faith sjicakctli on this 
wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven ? 
(that is, to bring Christ down from above :) 

7 Or, M'ho shall descend into the deep ? (that is, to bring 
up Christ again from the dead.) 

8 But what saith it ? 'I'be word is nigh thee, even in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart : that is, the word of faith, which we 
prcn(di ; 

9 That if thou ahalt confess with thy month the Lord 
JesuB, and shall believe in thine heart that (lod hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

10 For with the heart man belicvcth nnto righteousness ; 
and with the month confession is made unto salvation. 

11 For tlie Scripture saith, Whosoever belicvctli on him 
shall not be ashamed. 

12 For there is no difference between the Jew' and the 
Greek ; for tlie same Lord over all is rich unto all that call 
upon him. 

13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. 

14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not 
believed ? and how shall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard? and how shall they licar without a preacher? 

16 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it 
is written, How beautiful arc the feet of them that preach the 
Gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things I 

16 But they have not all obeyed the Gospel. For Esaias 
saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? 

17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God. 

20 But Esaias is very bold, and saith, I was found of them 
that sought me not; I waa made manifest unto them that 
asked not after me. 

21 But to Israel he saith. All day long I liave stretched 
forth my hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people. 

BEriEOTTONS irpoN Rom. x.— L ike the holy Apostles, may the 
spiritual interests and solvation of our relatives, our kindred, and 
our country, be near our beans. Their sins and intimities should 
stimulate us in our supplications, that the loveliness of grace may 
soon aopenede the d^raviiy of corruption, and that spiritual health 
4SS 


may take the place of spiritual disease. They who have clegi 
ana correct views of their guilt, on the one hand, and of the justice 
of God on the other, will soon tee that they never can be acquitted, 
pardoned, and accepted by a just and holy God, except by the 
righteousness of Christ. They are infinitely to be piti^ who 
imagine and believe they have a righteousness of their own, and 
who foolishly build their hopes of pwdon and eternal life upon a 
foundation which has no existence. This must be the greatest folly. 
And, what is worse, if mercy prevent not, must be followed by oon- 
sequences the most fatal and deplorable. From such delusions may 
God mercifully preserve us. 

PRAYER, 

O LORD our God, thou art infinitely great and infinitely 
gracious. The miud of an archangel cannot comprehend 
thy glory. Wliat reason have we to rejoice, as guilty crea-, 
tures, that thou dtdightest in mercy, and that thy mercies arc 
over all thy works ! We adore thee as a God ot imspeakable 
patience and long-suffering. Great and long continued our 
provocations have been, and tby patience has been equal to 
our oflences. Though our provocations are peculiarly aggra- 
vated, thy bounty lias never ceased, and our wants have 
continued to be abundantly supplied. O Lord, though infi* 
iiitely unworthy in ourselves, wc approacli thee in the name 
of Christ, and earnestly pray that bis blood may wash away 
tlio guilt of all our sins, and tliat the Holy Spirit may afford 
us that heavenly grace by which w’e shall resist every temp- 
tation, and obtain the most distinguished victories over all 
our corruptions. 

Let not the sins of the past day rise up in judgment against 
us; and may unfeigned and filial gratitude inspire our minds 
on account of the mercies we have this day received. May we 
enjoy this evening the blessing of sleep, and retire to rest under 
the blessed persuasion that wc are the children of God, O 
give us that faith in Christ by which W’C shall believe, that 
when the morning of the resurrection arrives, we shall awake 
under the inviting voice of our Saviour to enter the mansions 
of the blessed. 

Bless to us the reading of the Scriptures. We rejoice that 
this is one of tlie appointed means of salvation, and that the 
Holy Spirit in countless instances has rendered it effectual. 
May our knowledge of God and Christ, our acquaintance with 
our own hearts, our hatred of sin, and our love of holiness, be 
advanced by the reading of the Holy Scriptures. 

Lord, have mercy on Israel, tlvJ descendants of Jacob thy 
servant. O rescue that nation from the melancholy delusion 
and unbelief by which they have been held fast for ages. Now 
may they sec that the Messiah is come, and that Jesus is the 
Messiah who has taken away sin by the sacrifice of himself ; 
and that he is the end of the law for righteousness to every one 
that bclieveth. 

We would mourn, O Lord, over those parts of the earth 
wlierc the joyful sound of salvation is never heard. 4** ^^f^en 
cannot believe on him of whom they have not heard, and as they 
cannot hear without a preacher, O-send out the ambassadors 
of Jesus to every part of the earth, to proclaim the fame of 
Christ, and bcseeich rebellious man in Christ’s stead to be re- 
conciled to God. We thank thee, O God, for Gospel ministers, 
and that it is our privilege to hear the joyful sound. 

Give to our dear children and servants a warm love to 
thy ministering servants, and may they hear them as 
messengers. 

Lord, teach all of us to sav respecting them, with sentimenti 
of gratitude and love, How beautiful are the feet of them tRat 
preach the Gospel of peace. Lprd, hear the prayers aqd 
give the sins of thine unworthy suppliants, for Jesus’ s$k^, to 
whom, with the Father and Holy Ghost, be glory. honOur, and 
praise, for ever. Amen. 


THIRTY-SECOND WEEK.— TUESDAY MORNING. 


OOD OKLir KNOWN TO HIMSELF. 

p9tu, TrimnphamL Uheriione, l . si . 

} OTAKD and adore I bow glorious he 
That dwells in bright eternity ! 

We gasoi and we confound our sight, 

Flun^ in the abyss of daszling light ! 

2 Seraphs, the nearest to the throne, 

Begin, and speak the Great Unknown : 

Attempt the song, wind up your strings 
To no^ untried, and boundless things ! 

3 You, whose canacious powers survey 
Largely beyona our eyes of clay : 

Yet what a narrow portion too 

Is seen— or known — or thought — by you ! Wattb. 

Tkin^Ioil 

Jeroboam reproved by a Prophet. 

A ND, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by 
the word of the Loud unto 13eth-el ; and Jeroboam stood 
by the altar to burn incense. 

2 And he cried against the altar in the word of the Loud, 
and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the Loud; Behold, a child 
shall be born unto the house of David, Josiali by name; and 
upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high placcjs tliat burn 
incense upon thee, and men^s bones shall be burnt upon thee. 

8 And he gave a sign the same day, saying. This is the 
sign which the Lord hath spoken ; Behold, tlie altar shall be 
rent, and the ashes that are upon it shall be poured out. 

4 And it came to pass, when king Jeroboam heard the say- 
ing of the man of God, which had cried against the altar in 
Beth-el, that he put forth his hand from the altar, saying, 
Lay hold on him. And his hand, which he put forth against 
him, dried up, so that he could not pull it in again to him. 

6 The altar also was rent, and the ashes ])ourcd out from 
the altar, according to the sign which the man of God had 
given by the word of the Lord. 

6 And the king answered and said unto the man of God, 
Intreat now the face of the Lord thy God, and pray for me, 
that my hand may be restored me again. And the man of 
God besought the Lord, and the king^s hand was restored 
him again, and became as it was before. 

7 And the king said unto the man of God, Come home 
with me, and refresh thyself, and 1 will give thee a reward. 

8 And the man of God said unto the king, If thou wilt 
give me half thine house, 1 will not go in with thee, neither 
will I eat bread nor drink water in this place : 

9 For so was it charged me by the word of the Lord, say- 
ing, Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again by the 
same way that thou earnest. 

10 So he went another way, and returned not by the way 
that he came to Beth-el. 

11 Now there dwelt an old prophet in Beth-el; and his 
sons came and told him all the works that the man of God 
had done that day in Beth-el : the words wliich he liad spoken 
unto the king, them they told also to their father. 

J2 And their father said unto them, What way went he? 
For his sons had seen what way the man of God went, which 
came from Judah. 

18 And he said unto his sons. Saddle me the ass. So they 
saddled him the ass : and he rode thereon,' 

14 And went after the man of God, and found him sitting 
under an oak : aiid he said unto him. Art thou the man pf 
God that earnest from Judah? And he said, I am. 

18 Then he said unto him, Come home with me; and eat 
bread. 

16 Aoid he said, I may not return with thee, nor go in 
with thee ; neither will 1 eat bread nor drink water with thee 
in thisplace: 

17 Sw it was. said to mo by tho Mrord of the Lord, Thou 


shalt eat no bread nor drink water there, nor turn again to 
go by the way that thou earnest. 

18 He said unto him, I am a prophet also as thou art ; 
and an angel spake ULto me by the word of the Lord, saying, 
Bring him baclc with thee into thine house, that ho may eat 
bread and drink water. But he lied unto him. 

Reflections upon 1 Kinos xm. — Neither kin^ nor subjects can 
conceal their actions, nor the purposes and motives by which they 
are influenced. Wo should ever remember and bo impressed by the 
fact, that God is no indifferent witness of the thoughts and conduct 
of men. God is greatly and necessarily jealous of his glory ; and is 
never more greatly or justly oftended, than when rulers interfere 
with the purity and order of his worship. It is merciful in God to 
utter threateuings against offenders, that they may toko warning, 
seek grace to repent, and escape his vengeance. Solemn thought !— 

I f tiie tlireatcned warnings are despised, and that imponitontly, the 
flood-gates of wrath must be opened, and then escape is impossible ! 
They are really wise, who now consider the things which regard i 
their everlasting peace, and escape for safety to the bosom of a 
Saviour’s love. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, we approach thee in the name of Jesus, 
and, relying on hia righteousness for acceptance, we would 
present our morning sacrifice. Wc adore thee as the infinite 
and incomprehensible Jehovah. Thy being, attributes, and 
glory can be comprehended by none but thyself. How great 
is thy majesty, for the heaven is thy throne, and the earth is 
thy footstool! All tilings within the vast universe, how- 
ever great, or however minute, arc under tlie distinct ob- 
servation of thine eye; and all things are at tliy sovereign , 
disposal. Thou holdest with thy hand the helm of Provi- I 
donee. In this may we delight, and Avith this may we be 
satisfied, that thy hand is a hand of Avisdom and a hand of 
poAver. Thou art the searcher of hearts, and, wherever we 
are, our lives are under the observance of thine omniscience. 
Thou eucompassest onr path, and our lying down, and art 
acquainted Avitli all our ways. O that our minds were suitably 
impressed with Avhat our lips have now acknowledged ! 

We present our thanks before thy throne for the providen- ■ 
tial care and protection of the past night, for the sleep and 
repose by which avc arc refreshed, and for the opportunity 
noAV enjoyed of presenting our snpplications, and enjoying I 
fellowship with a prayer- hearing God. We seek thy grace » 
to enable us faithfully to serve thee this day, and that we may I 
mingle with the AvorJd and engage in our temporal business I 
under the ])urifying influence of the Gospel of Christ. 

O that our belored children resembled Josiah in early 
piety! God forbid that the beginning of their days, the 
beginning of their faculties and strength.^ the golden period 
of their Uves^ should be devoted to any but to thce.^ 0 Jesus! 

What cause have we to rejoice that, for a long series of 
generations, Christ Avas promised to thy Church, and that, 
Avlieii the fulness of time was accomplished, the promised 
Messiah appeared 1 Glory to thy great and gracious name, 
the Church can now sing, Unto us a Child is born, unto us a 
Son is given 1 

May the history we have now read teach ns to treat sacred 
things Avith solemnity. When we hear of the hand of Jero- 
boam being dried up, because he treated God’s messenger with 
contempt, may we see that God watches with the greatest 
jealousy over his sacred institutions, and considers every in- 
dignity shown to his ministers as shown to himself. May we 
ever receive thy ministers as thy messengers, and may we 
believe the promises of thy truth, and the invitations of thy 
mercy, which they are commissioned to make known. 

Lord, hear these our imperfect prayers, and sanctify t^ 
service, for Jesus’ sake, who is the resurrection and the life. 
Amen. 


C89 


THIRTY-SECOND WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


ftOMSREIONTY AND GRACE. 

Melody* ZcodamU* Tivaion. c. n. 

I T^HE Lord, how fearful is his name ! 

How wide is his command' 

Nature with all her moving frame 
llests on his mighty hand I 

42 Immortal glory forms his throne, 

And light liis awful robe; 

Whilst with a smile, or with a frown, 

He muuages the globe. 

3 A word of his almighty breath 
('an swell or sink the stjus; 

Luild the vast empires of the earth, 

Or break them, as he jdcasi'. Watts. 

ROMANS XL 

Jcice not wholly rejected. 

r SAY then, Hath God cast away liia people? God forbid. 

For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the 
tribe of IJenjamin. 

2 God hath not cast away bis people which lie foreknew. 
Wot ye not what the Scripture saitli of Elias? how lie inakcLli 
intercession to God against Israel, saying, 

8 Lord, they liavc killed thy propliets, and digged down 
thine altars ; and I am left alone, and they seek rn y life. 

4 Hut what saith the answer of God unto liim ? I have 
reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed 
the knee to //te image «/’Baal. 

6 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant 
according to the election of grace. 

6 And if by grace, tlien is it no more of works : otherwise 
grace is no more grace. But if it he of works, then is it no 
more grace : otherwise work is no more Avork. 

7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he 
seeketh for ; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest 
were blinded. 

8 (According as it is Avritten, God hath given them the 
spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that 
they should not hear;) unto this day. 

9 And Da\*id saith, ]jet tlicir table be made a snare, and a 
trap, and a stumbling-block, aiul a recompense unto them : 

10 Let their eyes be darkened, that tliey may not sec, and 
bow down their back ahvay. 

11 I say then, Have they stumbled tliat tliey should fall? 
God fovliid : but rather through their full salvation is come 
unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 

12 Now if the fall of them be the riches of the Avorld, aud 
the diminishing of them the riches of tlie Gentiles ; hoAv much 
more their fulness ? 

13 For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the 
apostle of the Gentiles, 1 magnify mine otficci : 

14 If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which 
are my flesh, and might save some of them. 

15 For if tlic casting away of them he the reconciling of 
the world, what shall the receiving of them he, but life from 
the dead ? 

16 For if the first fruit be holy, the lump is also holy : and 
if the root be holy, so are the branches. 

17 And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, 
teing a wild olive tree. Avert graffed in among them, and Avith 
them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree ; 

18 Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, 
■hou bearest not the root, but the root thee. 


Ksflkcxiok's UPON’ Romans xi. — Notwithstanding the strength of 
parental affection, instances have been found in which fathers, and 
3vcn mothem, have abandoned their offspring. The Are of parental 


love became extinguished in their bosoms, and was succeeded by the 
government of the vilest and most repulsive passions. With AVhat 
grandeur and endearing majesty the love of (lod rises to our view ! 
He never casts off his people; ho hateth putting away: ho loves 
with an ovorlasting love. How dreadful was the doom of ancient 
Israel, for despising the love which God manifested to them as a 
nation and people ! They cast off God, who^ brought them out of 
Egypt with a strong hand and a stretched out arm, and who put 
thtjm in possession of the loveliest and the richest spot upon the face 
of the earth. They preforred idols to Jehovah, and therefore they 
Avere cast off. Still, if they return and embrace his Son, ho wiU 
return unto thorn, and save them with an everlasting salvation. 


PRAYER. 

T^E adore thee, O Lord our God, in thy glorious sove- 
reignty. The thrones of earthly kings are overturned 
j in close and rapid succession, but thy throne stands for ever 
fixed. How limited are their kingdoms, confined to narrow 
spots of ground ! but the vast universe is thine empire, over 
which thou dost rcigii in undivided authority. All other 
kings are dependent on their subjects; but thou art the infi- 
nitely independent Jehovah, dwelling within thine own un- 
fathomed essence, aud filling the vast immensity of space with 
tliinc own unbounded presence. 

\Vc adore thee, O king of Zion, in the displays given of thy 
sovereignty in choosing the children of Israel from among all 
otlier nations to be thy people ; and avc adore that sovereignty 
Avliieli afterwards rejected them as a church, and took the 
long-rejected Gentile nations in their place. We praise thee 
that, even in the midst of this awful and just rejection, a 
remnant was preserved according to the election of grace. 
We thank thee, tliat a remnant has been preserved from the 
time of their being cast off till the present moment. O may 
tliat number rapidly increase ! W^e have great reason to 
mourn over tlui degeneracy of the present times, and on ac- 
count of the immense majority of the enemies beyond the 
friends of Christ. But av(^ praise tlieo that there are still 
many thousands who fear God, love Jesus, and refuse to bow 
the knee before the Baal of this Avorld. May the time soon 
arrive Avhen thy faithful Avorshippers shall be the majority 
among the nations; wlien a little one shall become a thou- 
sand, and ji small one a strong nation ; Avhen the feeble among 
tliem shall be as David, and the house of David shall be as 
God, as tlie angel of the Lord before them. Lord, fulfil thy 
gracious promise, — I the Lord Aviy hasten it in his time. 

We bless thte, O Lord, for the contrivance of salvation, for 
its gracious revelation, and for its merciful application to the 
hearts of the cliildren of men. Wc acknowledge that salva- 
tion is wholly of grace. Suffer none of ns to fall into the 
fatal delusion of imagining avc can do anything to merit the 
salvation Avhich is in Christ. We noAv come as humble sup- 
pliants, to seek salvation on God's own gracious terms, with- 
out money and Avithont price. Lord, we desire to be debtors 
to that Divine grace which is sovereign, rich, and free. 

Make our deny children subjects of grace* We pray not 
that they may he enriched with worldly wealthy or disiin^ 
guished by earthly honours, but may they be enriched with 
gjace^ and aiforned with salvation. 

Have mercy on our relatives and friends, and may all of 
them belong to the honourable remnant of those who fear 
God, keep his commandments, and build their hopes of salva- 
tion and heaven on the righteousness of Christ alone. Com- 
fort thine aged disciples Avith the assured conviction that the 
God of Jacob is their inheritance, and that they shall flourish 
in immortal youth beyond the skies. 

W^c thank our ^God for the blessings of the day, and we 
would commit ourselves into the hands of our covenant Gk>d 
this night, for Jesus’ sake, our Advocate and Lord. Amen. 





THIETY-SECOND WEEK-~W1ID1IESDAY MOENING. 


THl NARROW WAY^ 

Vol^anu Zanffbcfume, CUvyhwry, u n. 

1 T^HAT thousands never knew the road ! 

Vhat thousands hato it when ^tis known ! 

None but the chosen tribes of God 
Will seek or choose it for their own. 

2 K thousand ways in ruin end, 

One only leads to joys on high ; 

By that my willing steps wcend, 

Pleased with a journey to 'the sky. 

3' The Joy that fades is not for me, 

I seek immortal joys above ; 

There glory without end shall be 

The bright reward of faith and love. Oowk>isii. 

1 KINGS XIII. 

The diiohedUnt Prophet elain hy a Lion, 

A ND it came to .pass, aa they sat at the table, that the 
word of the Loud came unto the prophet that brought 
liim back : 

21 And he cried unto the man of God that came from 
Judah, saying, Thus saith the Lord, Forasmuch as thou hast 
disobeyed the mouth of the Loud, and hast not kept the com- 
mandment which the Loud tby God commanded thee, 

22 But earnest back, and hast eaten bread and drunk water 
in the place, of the which the LORD did say to thee, Eat no 
bread, and drink no water ; thy carcase shall not come unto 
the sepulchre of thy fathers. 

23 And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, and after 
he had drunk, that he saddled for him the ass, to wit, for the 
prophet whom he had brought hack. 

24 And when he was gone, a lion met him by the way, and 
slew him : and his carcase was cast in the way, and the ass 
stood by it, the lion also stood by the carcase. 

25 And, behold, men passed by, and saw tlie carcase cast 
in the way, and the lion standing by tlic carcase ; and they 
came and told it in the city where the old proplict dwelt. 

26 And when the proplict that lirought him back from the 
way beard thereof, he said, It is the man of God, who was 
disobedient unto the word of the Loud : therefore the Lord 
hath delivered him unto the lion, which hath torn him, and 
slain him, according to the word of the Loud, which he spake 
unto him. 

27 And he spake to his sons, saying, Saddle me the ass. 
And they saddled him, 

28 And he went and found his carcase cast in the way, and 
the ass and the lion standing by tlie carcase : the lion had not 
eaten the carcase, nor tom the ass. 

29 And the prophet took up the carcase of the man of God, 
and laid it upon the ass, afid brought it back : and the old 
prophet came to the city, to mourn and to bury him. 

80 And he laid his carcase in his own grave; and they 
mourned over him, saying, Alas, my brother ! , 

31 And it came to pass, after he had buried him, that he 
spake to his sons, saying. When I am dead, then bury me in 
the ^sepylchre wherein the man of God is buried; lay my 
bones beside his bones : 

82 For the saying which he cried by the word of the Lord 
gainst the idtar in Beth-el, and against all tlie houses of the 
h^h places which are in the cities of Samaria, shall surely 
come to pass. 

38 Aftcar this thing Jeroboam returned not from his evil^ 
way, hut made again of the lowest of the people priests of' 
ilm h%h places : whosoever would, he consecrated him, and 
he bemme one of the priests of the high places. 

34 .^d this thing became sin unto the.house of Jeroboam, 
ev^ cut U off} and to destroy it from off the face of the 
fSttthv ' 


Beylbctioks upon 1 Kikos xiu. — God displays 1^ sovemiguty in 


express command, are striking illustrations of this truth. Tho hearts 
and talents of all men are in God’e hand, and he can and will render 
them subservient to his pleasure. How very affecting tlie sudden 
and violent death of tho disobedient prophet ! May we live in tho 
implicit and constant keeping of God’s command, and at lost deport 
in tho enjoyment of the Divine smiles ! 


PEAYER. 

TV/TOST gracious Lord God, in approaching thy merciful 
throne in the name of Christ, we desire with humility 
and joy to ascribe to thy great name, glory, honour, and praise. 
O that each one of us would thus address thee in the exercise 
of a lively faith : Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and our God and Father in him, who, according 
to his abundant mercy, hatli begotten us again to a lively hope 
l)y the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

Wc adore thee, O Lord, in thy sovereign greatness, and in 
thy glorious power. Thou dost reign with undivided authority ; 
and men and angels are subject to thy control. Thou art the 
disposer of riches and honour : thou givest them as seemeth 
meet in thy sight ; and sometimes tlioii bestowest them on the 
basest of men. But wc rejoice that thou dost confer on thy 
people the choicest blessings of thy grace. Thou takest the 
choicest jewels out of thy cabinet, and givest them to thy 
saints. If their bodies are covered with mean garments, thou 
dost array their souls in raiment of spiritual beauty and 
glory ; and if they now inhabit mean abodes, thou hast made 
them heirs of many mansions above, where they shall enjoy 
the delights of thy fellowship for ever and ever. 

Wc praise thee, O Lord, that after another night wc are 
assembled before tby throne in the exercise of reason and 
in the enjoyment of health. Graciously enable us to resist 
the temptations of the day on which we have entered, and 
strengthen us in the discharge of the various duties wo have 
in prospect ; may our duty be always our delight, and may 
our obedience be that of loving children, and not of unwilling 
slaves. 

Sanctify to us what wc have now read of the disobedient 
prophet, and of the prompt and alarming punishment with 
which his crime was followed. Teach us, O Lord, to obey 
thee fully and obey thee readily. We confess our disobedience 
with respect to thy precepts, and with respect to thine ordi- 
nances. We confess we are very guilty, in having long re- 
sisted thy command to believe in Jesus, and receive him as 
thine unspeakable gift. If thou liadst destroyed us in the 
very midst of our acts of rebellion, if thine invitations of 
mercy had never been renewed, and if we hod been banished 
I as eternal exiles from the land of hope to the world of gloomy 
despair, thou wouldst only have dealt with us according to our 
deserts. But we praise thee that thou art continuing thine 
administration of mercy and grace. 

Convince our dear children of the dreadful consequences 
of a life of disobedience against God ; that rebellion is as 
the sin of witchcraft ; but that to obey is better than sacri^ 
Jice^ and to hearken than the fat of rams. 

Lord, prepare us for death. If thou shouldst remove us by 
sudden death, O may we not die, like the disobedient prophet, 
iinder the hand of thy judgment, but, like Mioses, under the 
smiles of thy mercy. May we live in Christ, and may wc die 
in Christ. 

, Graciously lend an ear to the voice of our supplication,, for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen* 

a t. 
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TBlBTy-S^COJJD VrmSL- 


I liEAaL PXTNISHED AND PARDONED. 

Imiah* Wirlmeortk % N. 

1 OD of eternal Iotc, 

^ How fickle are our ways ; 
i And yet how oit did Israel prove 

Thy constancy of grace ! 

HI They saw thy wonders wrought, 

And then thy praise they sung ; 

But soon thy works of power forgot, 

And murmured with their tongue. 

8 Kow they believe his word, 

While rocks with rivers flow ; 

How with their lusts provoke tlie Lord, 

And he reduced them low. 

I 4 Yet when they mourned their faults, 

' Ho hcai’kcned to their groans ; 

Brought his own covenant to his thoughts, 

And called them still his sons. 

Watts, Pt, 106 , p. //, 

ROMANS XI. 

Ood*s JudijmenU Unicarckalle, 

T hou wilt say then. The branches were broken off, that I 
might be graffed in. 

20 Well; because of unbelief they were broken oflT, and 
thou standest by faith. Be not highrainded, but fear ; 

21 For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed 
lest he also spare not thee. 

22 Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God : on 
them which fell, severity ; but toward thee, goodness, if thou 
continue in his goodness : otherwise thou also shalt bo cut off. 

23 And they also, if they abide not in unbelief, shall Ikj 
graffed in : for God is able to graft* them in again. 

24 For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild 
by nature, and wort graffed contrary to nature into a good 
olive tree : how much more shall these, which be the natural 
branches, be graffed into their own olive tree ? 

25 For I would not, brethren, that ye sliould bo ignorant 
of this mysterjr, lest yc should be wise in your own conceits ; 
that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness 
of the Gentiles be come in. 

26 And so all Israel shall be saved : as it is written. There 
shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob : 

27 For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take 
away their sins. 

28 As concerning the Gospel, they are enemies for your 
sahes : but as touching the election, they are beloved for the 
fathers’ sakes. 

29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 
80 For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have 
now obtained mercy through their unbelief ; 

81 Even so have these also now not believed, that through 
your mercy they also may obtain mercy. 

82 For God hath concluded them io. in unbelief, that he 
might have merev upon all. 

33 0 the deptn of the riches both of the wisdom and know- 
ledge of God 1 how unsearchable are his judgments, and his 
ways past finding out I 

84 For who hath known the mind of the Lord ^ or who 
hath been his counsellor? 

86 Or who hath first given to him, and it shali be pecora- 
pensed unto him again? 

86 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things : 
to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 


Banjmem upon Kov. xx.-^The Jews oast off bm the Church 
of God, after enjoying his ordinances, protection, and smiles during 


— ; 

a Iona snccossion of centurioe, and the introdiUHtion 

^ 7TP ..a « ^ .. . i * . J- ^ -A' \ 


history of man, and are most stupendous dispSAjH of the 
of God ! How peculiarly offensive is unbelief to God* who ii a 
of truth, of mercy, and of grace! This sin was the fidigliM aSoe: | 
which was laid to the root of the Jewish nation, tad by whiolv ^ e 
church, they were cut down and levelled with the mund, and have i 
continued prostrate for many hundreds of years. JCay God merel*^ ! 


lod prostrate for many hundreds of years. JCay God merel-^ 
fully preserve us from evil hearts of unbelief, that we may be pre^ 
served fVom the calamity of being oast off in the Divine diqdeesure ! 


PRAYER, 

gracious Spirit, the promised Comforter, we 
look up to thee for thy Divine influence, by which we . 
may approach the presence of our God with holy reverence 
and believing confidence. We feel our unfitness, as ignorant 
and corrupted creatures, to present our supplications eawe 
ought. With an Apostle may we be enabled to acknowledge 
, that the Spirit helpeth our infirmities, and maketii intmces^ 
sion for us, with groanings that cannot be uttered. 

Wc adore thee, 0 Lord, as a God of just severity, in casting 
off the Jews who crucified the Lord of glory, and who reftuied 
to receive him as thy Son and their Saviour. They imprecated 
the blood of Jesus to fall on their heads, and by an act of just 
severity thou hast visited that guilty natiou with thy merited 
indignation for many hundreds of years. O Lord, may we 
stand in awe and sin not ; and may we be prevented fifom 
rejecting thy well-beloved Son, and thus crucify him afresh. 
Convince us, O Jesus, that to reject thee is to commit 
against thee a sin of the highest aggravation ; yea, is putting 
thee to an open shame, and doing despite unto the Spirit of 
grace. 

We adore thee, most high God, as a God of unexampled 
and infinite goodness. We praise thee for that great mani- 
festation of thy goodness, in calling Gentile nations into the 
Christian church, and making them partakers of the bUuuiings 
of the covenant of grace. We praise thee for the benefits 
wc have received by the introduction of the Gentiles into the 
Church of Christ. We confess as a family that we belong by 
nature to the wild olive-tree. May we by grace, whiem is 
contrary to nature, be grafted into the good olive-tree. 

Take our dear children, who have received from us by 
natural descent a corrupted nature^ and may they receive 
from thee a new nature oy Divine grace. Our hearts^ desire 
and prayer is, that they may be upited to Christy the true 
vine. 

We rejoice, O Lord, that there is a time coming when all 
Israel shall be saved. We would look with pity on the re- 
jected and unbelieving descendants of Abraham thy sehrAnt, 
and we would earnestly pray that thou wouldist sp^dUy 
accomplish that promise, which is sure as thy throne : Ajid so 
all Israel shall be saved ; as it is written, There hbsU come 
out of Zion, the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness 
from Jacob : for this is my covenant with thm, when I shall 
take away their sins. 

We rejoice, O Lord, in the per]^tuity of thy saving gifts, 
and pray that we may be invested with their possession. Saffbr 
us not to imagine that, if we once possess them, we ever 
lose them, seeing the gifts and calling of God fUE^ irithont 
• repentance. 

When we meditate on the mysteries of thy piipvidenae wM 
grace, we would exclaim, O the depth of the pf 

the wisdom and knowledge of jjtod I ’ . ^ .y 

We thank God for our daily merdes, and supi^l^ ^ 
heavenly Father’s care this xught. Thm our ym 

pre^t in the name of Jesni, our great 
Mediator. Amen, and amen. ^ J ^ 





• YjirosKCB Ain> mAh* 

; , CWWMer. OmfUe. 

1 I radTed before the Lord» 

* Kow will I watch my tonguOi 
Lent I let Blip one BinM word, 

Or do my neighbour wrong. 

1 And if Tm e’er oonatramed to stay 
"With men of liyeB profane, 
rU let a double guard that day, 
Sfor let my talh be yarn. 

8 Yet if Borne proper hour appear, 

I’ll not be orerawed, 

But lei the scoffing sinners hear 
That I can spoah for Qod. 


Watto, Pt. 39, p. L 


1 KINGS XV. 


Ata*a Good Reign, 

' l^OW in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat reigned Abijam oyer Judah. 

‘ 2 Three years reigned he in Jerusalem. And his mother’s 
name was Maachah, the daughter of Abishalom. 

3 And he walked in all the sins of his father, which he had 
done before him t and his heart was not perfect with the Lord 
his God, as the heart of David his father. 

4 NevertWess for David’s^ sake did the Lord his God give 
him a lanm in Jerusalem, to set up his son after him, and to 
establish Jerusalem : 

5 Because David did that which was right in the eyes of 
the Lord, and turned not aside from any thing that lie com- 
manded him all the days of his life, save only in the matter 
of Uriah the Hittite. 

6 And there was war between Eehoboam and Jeroboam all 
the days of his life. 

7 Now the rest of the acts of Abijam, and all that he did, 
are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the 
kings of Judah? And there was war between Abijam and 
Jeroboam. 

8 And Abijam slept with his fathers ; and they buried him 
in the city of David : and Asa his son reigned in his stead. 

9 And in the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel 
reigned Asa over Judah. 

10 And forty and one years reigned he in Jerusalem. And 
his mother’s name was Maachah, the daughter of Abishalom. 

11 And Asa did that which was right in the eyes of the 
Lord, as did David his father. 

12 And he took away the sodomites out of the land, and 
removed all the idols that his fathers had made. 

18 And also Maachah his mother, even her he removed 
from being queen, because she had made an idol in a grove ; 
and Asa destroyed her idol, and burnt it by the brook Kidron. 

14 But the high places were not removed ; nevertheless 
Asa’s heart was perfe^ with the Lord all liis days. 

16 And he brought in the things which his father had 
dedicated,' and the things which himself had dedicated, into 
the house of the Lord, silver, and gold, and vessels. 

28 The rest of all the acta of Asa, and all his might, and 
idl that he did, and the cities which he built, are they not 
wiitten in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah ? 
Nevortheleas in the time of his old age he was diseased in his 

24 And Asa slept ^th hia fathers, and was buried with his 
fSvihem in the city of David his father : and Jehoshaphat his 
in hia stead. 


. uroR 1 Ibzras rv.«— A n u^dly ki^ ia an aCboting 

';%irtii0la. longs rebd agaiiist the Kbg of ki^ they pr 


a most corrupting examblo before their subjeots, which q)roadB its 
banoM fatal influence, like the desolating deadly peBtilenoe ! Ab^'am 
the king of Judah resembled his ihiher’s sms, and boro his father’s 
image. Our parents have handed down to us a legacy of sin, and 
we were by nature children of wrath, even as others. Parents 
cannot be too deeply and too constantly impressed with the im- 
portance of presenting before their offspring a holy example, ex- 
hibiting in living characters and lives the loveliness and influence of 
Gospel-trutli, the loveliness and influence of grace Divine. By a 
corrupt example, what myriads of children are led to heU ; while 
we rejoico that multitudes of children, by a holy example, arc 
allured and persuaded by the Holy Spirit to begin &eir journey to 
heaven. 

PEAYER. 

TTOLY Spirit, our sanctifier and comforter, let gratitude 
and joy inspire our hearts, that we are permitted, on the 
return of another day, to present our morning sacrifice. We 
adore the condescension of our God, that the sinfulness of our 
persons and the imperfection of our services are no insuperable 
i)ar in our way to prevent the acceptance of our persons or 
the answer of our prayers. Gracious God, thou hast done 
much for us, and thy patience is great in having borne long 
with us under all our numerous and aggravated sins. Thou 
art he alone from whom cometh our salvation ; and it is by 
thee alone we can be preserved from our spiritual enemies, 
and obtain deliverance from the sting of death. To whom 
therefore can we go, but unto thee ? Lord, prepare our hearts 
for approaching thy throne, and enjoying fellowship with thy- 
self. The preparation of the heart is from thee alone. O 
pour out upon us the spirit of grace and supplication. 

We bless thee, O Lord, for the mercies of the night. We 
laid ourselves down to sleep, and we have risen again in safety, 
for thou hast sustained us. In all the duties and engagements 
of this day, may we be disposed to glorify thy name. In all 
places, in all employments, and in all societies, may we be 
preserved from evil, and may we discover the sanctifying 
influence of religion on our heart, our conversation, and our 
lives. May we enjoy thy power as our guard, thy wisdom as 
our guide, and thy promises as our consolation. Along the 
vale of life may we be led by thy wisdom ; and, when our 
journey terminates, may we be brought to thy kingdom and 
glory. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in thy sovereignty, in permitting 
wicked kings to reign over nations, as a punishment of their 
sins. May our beloved land be preserved from the heavy 
calamity of wicked and profane rulers. Give unfeigned piety 
to our legislators and our magistrates; that they may not 
only be holy toward God, but righteous toward men. May 
our rulers resemble Asa, who did that which was right in the 
eyes of the Lord, as did David his father. 

We adore thee, O Jesus, as the King of kings. Thou art 
possessed of every perfection ; justice and judgment are the 
security of thy government, while thy mercy and truth difinse 
innumerable blessings among thy loving and devoted subjects. 

TFe find, O Lord, that Abijam walked in the sins if Ail 
father : mercifully prevent that we should exhibit before our 
children an example of sin, to betray them from thy paths. 

As thy servant Asa endeavoured to improve the cormpted 
inhabitants of the land over which he reigned, may we indi- 
vidually be enabled to remove from our hearts and lives what 
is offensive to God and injurious to the soul. 

When our present life comes to a dose, may wc die in 
peace, as Asa died. 0 impart unto us that lively faith in 
Christ by which we shall smile at dealh’s alarms, and look 
upon the last enemy as a conouered foe. 

Mi^ our praym ooUie up inlh aoceptance before thy throne^ 
through iesM Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

a L 2 44.^ 


fHlJlTY^BCOND WEEK.— THtTBSDAY EVENING. 




VLBAStrilBS OF BBNEVOLBNCB* 
OtweHry, Stainet BrcmooaU, 

1 WHAT utupendouB mercy shines 
^ Around the Majesty of heaven ! 
llebels he deigns to call his sons, — 

Their souls renewed, their sins forgiven. 

2 Go, imitate the grace Divine, — 

Tho grace that blazes like the sun ; 

Hold forth your fair, though feeble light. 
Through all your lives let mercy run ; 


Through all your lives let mercy run ; 
o Upon Tour bounty's willing wings 
Swift let the great salvation fly ; 

The hungry feed, the naked clothe ; 

To pain and sickness help ai)ply. Anon. 

EOMANS XII. 

Practical Dutien. 

T BESEECH you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

2 And be not conformed to this world : but be ye trans- 
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what 
is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every 
man that is among yo\i, not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as 
God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. 

6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is 
given to us, whether prophecy, let us propheexj according to 
the proportion of faith ; 

7 Or ministry, lei us wait on our ministering ; or he that 
teacheth, on teaching ; 

8 Or ho that exhorteth, on exhortation : he that giveth, let 
him do it with simplicity ; he that rulcth, with diligence ; he 
that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 

9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is 
evil; cleave to that which is good. 

10 Be kindly affcctioned one to another with brotherly 
love ; in honour preferring one another ; 

11 Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the 
Lord; 

12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing 
instant in prayer ; 

18 Distributing to the necessity of saints ; given to hospi- 
tality. 

14 Bless them which persecute you : bless, and curse not. 

15 Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them 
that weep. 

16 Be ot the same mind one toward another. Mind not 
high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not 
wise in your own conceits. 

17 Ilecompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things 
honest in the sight of all men. 

18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably 
with all men. 

19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give 
place unto wrath : for it is written, Vengeance is mine ; I will 
repay, saith the Lord. 

^ 20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him ; if he thirst, 
give him drink : for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire 
on his head. 

21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 

BJortBOizoKS UPON lloM. xn. — ^Did Jesus present himself a sacrifice 
for us upon the altar of the Divine nature f Did ho shed his blood 
for us ? Did his bodv experience the agonies of crucifixion for us ? 
In prdmtmg himself a sacr^ for us, did his blessed and spotless 
hunMiipjil^ expire up<Hi tho accursed tree ? Then how just, how im- 
patitim aow neeessarjr, that wo should dedicate ourselves and all we 
« 444 


are and have to his service and glory. Pride is the charaet6^Wi0 4i(: ; 
a child of Satan, but humility is a oharacteristio of a child of 
May we be clothed with humility ! M^ this grace be cur dtoly 
exorcise! Iday it be our daily apparel ! The believer, In addition to 
his natural talents, has spiritual and saving gifts* These are givw , 
by tho Divine Donor for the very highest purposes and the itaott 
important ends — ^namely, his own glory, his people's goo^^ and 
interests of Zion. In proportion as the graces of the Spirit are in 
lively exercise in the believer's heart, is he alive to the holy, sacred 
ends for which his gifts were bestowed, and diligent in devoting all 
to tho service and honour pf his Saviour and his (^. The 6o^l 
inculcates pure and universal morality. It especially teaches, that 
wo were not made for ourselves alone, that wo are all members of 
one groat redeemed family, whoso spiritual prosperity should bo 
the object of our aficctionato interest, and the subject of our earnest 
prayers. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, the God of salvation, the God and 
Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus* Christ, thou ajrt 
incomprehensible in thy nature, and infinite in all thine excel- 
lences. All things arc before thino eye, which is omnisdeat, 
and all things are at tliy disposal. Thou wilt overrule ev^ 
event for declaring tby glory and accomplishing thy will. 
How unfit are we to appear before the throne of an all-seeiiig, 
heart-searching God I We would therefore supplicate the 
Holy Spirit to give us that devotional, reverential frame, and 
those holy Divine graces, which are so necessary in approaching 
tho mercy-seat of a prayer-hearing God. 

0 Lord, we acknowltjdge our unworthiness of the mercies 
we have received during the past day. We thank thee for the 
exercise of our mental powers, and for the degree of health 
and bodily strength we enjoy. Lord, give us better blessings 
than those which are natural and temporal; give us blessings 
which are spiritual and eternal. Keep and bless us this night, 
and may thy powerful hand avert from us every description of 
danger. Wc feel our need of sleep and repose: may w6 bo 
refreshed by these blessings. May our bodily wants and bodily 
weakness remind us often of another and a better state, where 
the infirmities of mind and body arc for ever unknown. Lord, 
prepare us for the sleep of death ; and when our mortal eyes 
shall cease to see the glory of the natural sun, may the eyes of 
our soul be opened to behold the unveiled glory of God and 
the Lamb. 

Gracious Spirit, bless to us the suitable and practical coun- 
sels we have now read. Incline our hearts to follow and obey 
them. Now wc would dedicate to the Lord our God our 
bodies and our souls. We seek thy heavenly ^race, that wo 
may present ourselves living sacrifices, holy and acceptable, 
which is our reasonable service. 

May our dear children he persxmded to make an early 
swTexxder of themselves to Jesus, Never may they be left to 
give up their bodies and souls to the service of Satan or the 
rile drudgery of carnal lusts. 

Lord, deliver us from the corruptions of depraved and an 
ensnaring world. Suffer us not to be conformed to the world 
I in its sinful maxims and polluting pleasures. We long for the 
j transforming influence of the Spirit, by which our nund may 
j be renewed, and the image of Jesus impressed on our soul. 
Gracious God, inspire us with holy benevolence. Ever may 
we be kindly affectionate one toward another, in. honour pre- 
ferring one another. Give us sympathy for the indigent mem- 
bers of the family of Clirist. As far as providence has given ui 
the power, may we distribute to the necewities of the sainis. 
We pray that we may ever be the lovers, the promote^ andH^ 
followers of peace. As a family may we be blessed witih 
Gospel peace which is the prelude of the peace of beaten. 

Graciously hear, answer, and forgive, for Jesus otof ^ 
deemeris sake. Amen. ^ 


iimtTT-SB<X)ND TOBK— f HIDM MOENIKO. 


WOVIBENCB. 

Arabia. SiaughUfn. 

1 rpHT wisdom, power, and goodnefis, Lord, 
* In all thy works appear ; 

And, 0 ! let man thy praise record— 

Man, thy distinguished care * 

2 From thee the breath of life he drew ; 

That breath thy power maintains ; 

Thy tender mercy, ever now. 

His brittle frame sustains^ 

3 Yet nobler favours claim his praise, 

Of reoson^s light possessed ; 

By revelation’s biightest rays 
Still more divinely blessed. 

4 Thy Providence his constant guard, 

.^i^en threatening woes impend, 

Or will the impending dangers wwd, 

Or timely succours lend. 


1 KINGS XVII. 

Elijah fed by Ravens. 

A ND Eiyah the Tiahbitc, who was of the inhabitants of 
Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the Lord God of Israel 
liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain 
these years, but according to my word. 

2 And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, 

3 Qet thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself 
by the brook Cheritli, that is before Jordan. 

4 And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook ; and 
I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there. 

6 So he went and did according unto the word of the 
Lord : for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is 
before Jordan. 

ft And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morn- 
ing, and bread and flesh in the evening ; and he drank of the 
brook. 

7 And it came to pass after a while, that the brook dried 
up, because there had been no rain in the land. 

8 And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, 

9 Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, 
and dwell there : behold, 1 have commanded a widow woman 
there to sustain thee. 

10 So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came 
to the gate of the city, behold the widow woman vms there 
gathering of sticks : and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, 
I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. 

11 And as she was going to fetch it, ho called to her, and 
said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. 

12 And she said, As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not 
a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in 
a cruse ; and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go 
in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. 

18 And Elijah said unto her. Fear not ; go and do as thou 
hast said : but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it 
unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son. 

14 For thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of 
shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until 
the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth. ^ . 

16. And she went and Aid according to the saying of Elijah : 
and she, and he, and her house, did cat many days. 

' 16 4^ barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse 
of 4^ fail, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake 
isy . 

SanBOXioidi orow 1 Euros acra.— Hyah was one of the most 
W^erfhl cf Qpd’s saints and prophets that ever lived upon the 
^ ^ eiir&. Mia nfo^ie enoela every other name given even 


to the most distinguished of prophets. It literally signifles, **Uy 
God, he is Jehovah!’* God was pro-cmiuently his God: ho was 
pro-ominently with him all his Hfe, as his counsellor, his comforter, 
and his defender. He enjoyed in a most especial degree the fellow- 
ship of his God. Never were prayers more powerful than the prayers 
of this holy man, whether in a way of judgment, or in a way of 
mercy. His most interesting life was accompanied with the most 
splendid miracles, in a period of the darkest idolatry and contempt 
of Jehovah ; and miracles which mode him the terror of the worst of 
kings, and the most corrupted of priests. 


# PEAYER. 

T)|^E adore thee, O God of our salvation, as the Divine and 
inexhaustible source of all blessings. We thank thee 
for the gracious protection of another night, and that we hear 
the voice of mercy saying unto us, They that seek me early 
shall And me. May wo, as a family, answer in the language of 
holy and animating devotion, O Lord, thou art our God, and 
early will we seek thcc. Would to God tV-at all nossessed the 
spirit which animated thy servant, when he said, Unto thee 
have I cried, O Lord ; and in the morning shall my prayer 
prevent thee. I prevented the dawning of the morning, and 
cried; I hoped in thy word. Mine eyes prevent the night 
watches, that I might meditate in thy word. We would 
earnestly long for those sacred and animating emotions which 
warmed tlie Psalmist’s heart ; and would sincerely mourn in 
the presence of God, that our devotions arc so languid, and 
our hearts so cold. 

Wc look to God for grace to live up this day to the great 
end of our being. May w c not be slothful in business, but 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. Let us not be loft to seek 
temporal blessings in prefi'vencc to spiritual mercies, nor the 
comforts of the body before those of the soul. O teach us to 
seek the kingdom of heaven firsty believing, according to thy 
word, that all other things shall be added unto us. 

We adore thee, O Lord, as the God of prpvidence. We 
hear thy voice in the refreshing brccKc, and we. sec thy good- 
ness in tlie descending showers. When thou seest meet to 
punish a nation for their sins, how easily canst thou restrain 
the clouds from sending down rain, and how soon art thou 
able to involve a nation in all the calamities of destroying 
famine ! Thus thou didst punish guilty Ahab and his guilty 
subjects; for years thou didst withhold the Idessings of rain 
and dew. Wc thank thee for not dealing thus with our guilty 
nation; thou hast given us the former and the latter rain. 
And we praise thee for the appearance of plenty with which 
our valleys and our plains are adorned. 

We adore thee, O Lord, for all those gracious and Divine 
interpositions of thy Providence in behalf of thy people so 
numerously recorded upon the pages of inspiration. Thou 
didst often appear miraculously in behalf of tliy prophets and 
people. Give ns, we earnestly pray, a lively faith in thy pro- 
mises for temporal blessings as well as for spiritual comforts. 
If we are exposed to indigence and straits, may the remem- 
brance of the ravens which were sent to feed Elijah, and the 
supplies he received from the barrel of meal and the cruse of 
oil in the house of the widow of Zarephath — may this convince 
us that thou wilt never leave us, that our bread shall be given 
us, and that our water shall be sure. 

O that our beloved children may never feel the euffering of 
the want of bread. But, above all, may they and our domestics 
hunger and thirst after righteousness. 

May all of us dwell high in the Divine favour; and may 
our place of defence be the munition of rocks. Wc desire, O 
Lora, to trust in thee for life, for death, and for the eternal 
world. Hear our feeble prayers, for our adorable Bed^emer*s 
sake, Atnen. 








C.II. 


1 


abrsANMXNT raoK god. 

Bfitith, Carr*$ Lcme* Xtondm, 
t^TERNAL Sovereign of tho sk}*, 

" And Lord of all below, 

We mortals to thy majesty 
Out first obedience owe. 

Our souls adore thy throne supremo, 

And bless thy providence, 

For magistrates of meaner name, 

Our glory and defence, 
fl Let Ceosar’s duo be ever paid 
To Cmsar and his throne ; 

But consciences and souls were made 

To be the Lord^s alone. Watts I4&, B. 11. 


ROMANS XIII. 

Stibjeciion to MaguitrcUes* 

L et every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For 
there is no power but of God: the powers that be are 
ordained of God. 

2 Whosoever therefore rcsisteth the power, rcsisteth the 
ordinance of God ; and they that resist shall receive to them- 
selves condemnation. 

8 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. 
Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is 
good, and thou shalt have praise of tlie same : 

4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if 
thou do that which is evil, be afraid ; for he l)earcth not tlie 
sword in vain : for he is the minister of God, a revenger to 
CiVecute wrath upon him that docth evil. 

5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not orJy for wrath, 
but also for conscience sake. 

6 For this cause pay ye tribute also : for they are Ood^s 
ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. 

7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom 
tribute is due ; custom to whom custom ; fear to whom fear ; 
honour to whom honour. 

8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another : for he 
that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 

9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not 
kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, 
Thou shalt not covet ; and if there be any other command- 
ment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely. Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour : therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the law. 

11 And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time 
to awake out of sleep : for now is our salvation nearer than 
when we believed. 

The night is far spent, the day is at hand : let us there- 
fore cast ofiF the works of darkness, and let us put on the 
armour of light. 

18 Let us walk honestlv, as in the day ; not in rioting and 
drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife 
and envying. 

14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not 
provision for the flesh, to fitifil the lusts thereof. 


THIETY-BECOND WEBK.~^lttDAY- ^ 

meat are the habitation of bis throne, moroy and tenth 
face.” When the grace of Divine love haa taken po aa fliB on nf ; 

floul, it is tho Ueased fountain whence flowatheperiiasnaiioenfawan ” 

duties wo owe to our rulers, our relatives, ciiT Aeighboutg, -the 
Chu2%h, ourselves, and our God. If all otir duties we are remnred 
to perform bo compared to a machine, oonsuting of numerous wheeb, 
love is tho main spring which must move the whola otherwiiOt aU 
w’Hl bo motionless and dead. 


Bsixkciioks upon Bohans xm. — ^Is submission to human authori- 
tios esBontiaUy noccssary for our own individual happiness, and for 
the well-being of society? How much more necessary, just, and 
advantageous it must bo to yield implicit obedience to the authority 
of Jesus, who is both our Saviour and our King. If the violating of 
human laws be so injurious, an impenitent violation of the laws 
of Ghnst must be attended by consequences fatal and irreparable. 
Good earthly government never fiiils to prove a blessing to men : 
inestimable are the blessings which flow from the government of 
Obrist, Zionb i^owued and gracious King; and of whom it is said, 
os it imar could bo said of any earthly rulers, Justioe and jud^- 


PRAYER. 

TiyT OST blessed and glorious Jehovah, we thy creatures, de- 
pendents, and subjects, encouraged to aroroa^ thee 
under the merit of our divine Advocate, adore and praise thee 
as the unlimited and absolute ruler of the universe, from 
whom all righteous and legitimate authority and government 
proceed. It is by thee kings reign and princes decree iu8tw«. 
It is by thee princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges bi 
the earth. We adore thee, God of salvation, dn the glory and 
extent of thy dominion. 

High as the heavens are above the earth thou dost reign 
the Creator, God ; and thine awful rod extends as for as the 
limits of creation. 

We present the tribute of thanksgiving for the goodness 
wliich we, as thy subjects, have experienced at thy^ gracious 
hand this day. Every portion of our time proclaims, The 
goodness of the Lord endureth continually. While we hare 
reason to rejoice that thy goodness is daily, we have reason to 
lament that our sins are daily. Lord, extend, through Christ, 
thy pardoning goodness to the sins of the past day ; and may 
all of us have reason to believe that by an act of pardoning 
goodness thou hast removed our sins from us, as far as the 
cast is distant from the west. 

We seek the blessing of God on the word read. We thank 
God for the constitution and advantages of civil society. We 
thank thee that our lot is cast in a country where rulers and 
law» exist, under which great security is given to our life, pur 
property, our liberties, and our religious privileges. We praise 
God that we have the unspeakable privilege of sitting down 
under our own vine and our own fig-tree, none daring to 
make us afraid. Wc thank thee that not a few of our rulers 
fear ttod ; and we earnestly pray that all our magistrates and 
legislators may be adorned with Divine grace. May they 
ever trace the authority they possess to C^ist, the Lord of 
lords ; and may they employ their influence and power for the 
glory of God, and for advancing thp prosperity of ImmanueFs 
kingdom. Give to them a spirit of wisdom and understand* 
ing, a spirit of counsel and of might, a spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the Lord. 

Wherever wicked and tyrannical rulers are found, either 
mercifully renovate their souls with Divine grace, or, in com- 
passion to those who are suflering under their iron yo&e, do 
thou remove them from their authority. 

As it is our duty to j^ay lawful tribute to earthljr rulers, 
may wc never forget to render the tribute (rf Icvp, df IkHnsge, 
and obedience to our Saviour and Lord. 

0 Jesus, make our dear children thy loving yuMfSds, Mtug 
they love thee as a gracious and condescending King. JBver 
may they consider thy yoke easy and thy burden Ugkt 

Wo thank thee, 0 Lord, not only for the doctrimMii but 
also for the morality of the Gospel. Blessed iJestii% tibou 
author of the Gospel, in conformity to thy will, 
careful to owe no man anything, but to love one 
Let our family and our congregation be distiflgitisljeed^^ l^^^ 
Christian love. And by thy Spirit may we put on thif liriSt 
Jesus, and make no provision for the flesh to foiliSi the hhti 


Wo commit oumelves to thy care thii niihi SEl 
hiiinUb pmyom, for Jbsus oflr IHirme Ebdeemerl 


I 



MM’- 




|^pm4qBCQ|iS moaning. 


HdkllKlimiV 4WMOTIW. 

^ JQigMttL fMtun MUL Xmbul PaiuM^iiiL, p. 

. IBP fv"p v^* • ^ 

) yH |li 0 floods qI tcit^olAtioni 
4>. WMie tho bUlows o'er me roll, 

7eiiUi whiq^ ooneolaticm, 

^ 44 »d«nippoiiiniy flimtixigroul: 

HUlelujati, Helleliyeh, 

HoDelujah, Bnuse w Xobo. 

S Thus Ihe lion yields me honey, 

I^zn the eater food is given; 

Btrengthened thus 1 still press forward, 

Binging as I wade to heavon, — 

Sweet aJO^ction, sweet 'affliction, 

And my sms are all forgiven. 

3 *Mid the gloom, the livid lightnings 
With increasing brightness play ; 

^ 'ICid the thom-bi^e beauteous fiowreta 
Look more beautiful and gay : 

H^elujah, &c. S. Psaros. 


1 KINGS XVII. 

Widow^i Son raited to Life. 

A ND it came to pass after these things, that the son of the 
woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick ; and his sick- 
ness was so sore, that there was no breath left in him. 

18 And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, 

0 thou man of God? art thou come unto me to call my sin 
. to remembrance, and to slay my son ? 

19 And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took 
him out of her bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where 
he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. 

20 And he cried unto the Loud, and said, O Loan my 
God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom 

1 (mjoum, by slaying her son? 

21 And he stretched himself upon the child three times, 
and cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray 
thee, let this child's soul come into him again. 

22 And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah ; and the soul 
of the child came into him again, and he revived. 

28 And Elijah took the child, and brought liim down out 
of the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto his 
mother: and Elyah said, See* thy son liveth. 

24 And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know 
that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the Lord 
in thy mouth i$ truth. 

1 KINGS XYIII. 

Mijah and Ohadiak. 

A ND it came to pass after many days, that the word of the 
■A. Irf)BD came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, shew 
Ayadf unto Ahab; and 1 will send rain upon the earth. 

3 A"d Elijah went to shew himself unto Ahab. And there 
tw a aore famine in Samaria. 

8 A "d Allah called Obadiab, which wa» the governor of 
hit home. (Now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly : 

4 Eor it *»» Jezebel cut off the prophets of the 
IfO«D, that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them 
fay in a oave, abd fed them with bread and water.) 

5 And Ahab Mud unto Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all 
f pmitf ^ i wa of water, and unto all brooks : pepadventure we may 

gm to aave the horses and mules alive, that we lose not 
aatiwbeiwta. 

^ 6 So tfaiejr divide the land between them to pass Ihrough- 
Vtot one way by himself, and Obadiah went 
tmy by l^naeE 

^ xvnr* — Parents am much trM 

% Ibe insladies wilb their beloved of&pziug are visited in 

^ The ioffl^nngs of the ohildmu are the 
^Ihe fimnti ^ ftri&nreis am taught to behave ai&d e^joy 


this truth, That while God 4o^ not afflict his people willingly-— 
that though he takes no d^ht in their afflictions as such, ho 
afflicts them wisdy^ mercifully, and beneficially." "When may we 
know and oonolude cur afflictions ore sanctifi^ ? ' This is the case 
when they deeply and penitentially humble us, by bringing our sins 
to remembrance. Many have to mourn over the untimely death of 
their children, and jhmk that all these things are against thorn. 
But the child of God is taught to believe, that his dear little chil- 
dren removed by death are taken away fium the evil to come, and 
that they arc removed to a heavenly homo, for ever to enjoy a 
Saviour’s smiles. _* 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, thou art sovereign, wise, and just in all 
the afflictions of the children of men. We rejoice that 
no affliction ever befalls thy people, which is not mingled with 
thy goodness. We praise thee that the sufferings of thy 
people are not permitted to accomplish the destruction, but 
are employed to promote the improvement, of those that love 
thee. We rejoice that thou hast said, Behold, I have refined 
thee, but not with silver : I have chosen thee in the furnace 
of affliction. 

Wo thank thee, gracious God, that we arc not now laid 
upon the bed of affliction, but are permitted and enabled, in 
the enjoyment of some degree of bodily health and mental 
tranquillity, to approach thy throne, after the darkness and 
retirement of another night, and present oui’ morning suppli- 
cations. We seek thy grace to guide us this day in our 
various duties, whether these duties respect time or eternity, 
the soul or the body, earth or heaven. Lord, preserve ns 
from falling into temptation. Give us strong desires to seek 
and do thy will, and strong desires to avoid whatever is 
opposed to thy holy and Divine pleasure. 

We humbly crave the blessing of the Holy Snirit on what 
wc have now read. We adore thee in the aflliction which 
deprived the pious widow of Zarephath of her beloved son and 
her only child. We thank thee that the death of her child 
i)rought her sin to her remembrance. Lord, grant that all 
our afflictions may bring our sins to our remembrance. God 
forbid that we should be hardened under our afflictions, which 
arc sent by a wise and gracious God to soften our hearts, to 
alienate our affections from earthlv objects, and raise our 
I liopes and desires to heaven. In taking a review of all our 
I afflictions, we pray that we may have just cause to acknow- 
ledge, Lord, thou hast proved our suffering souls in thy mercy, 
to make our graces shine, as silver is refined by burning 
coals. 

We bless thee, O Lord, for the displays of thy meircy given 
to thy people in the furnace of affliction ; for supporting them 
under their afflictions, and for giving them sometimes the 
most unexpected deliverances. Wc adore thee in thy com- 
passion toward the bereaved widow whose son was mirapu- 
Jously raised to life by thy servant Elijah. Wc thank thee 
for the great honour thou hast affixed to the humble, earnest 
prayers of thy people, and for the instances recorded in Sorip- 
turo of miraculous answers given to their believing supplica- 
tions. 

As the prophet prayed for the natural life of the widow* s 
son, so we would pray for the spinlual life of our dear cAt7- 
dren. Let them no longer remain in a state cf spiritual death, 
0 have mercy on aU our relations who are dead in tres- 
passes and sins. May a principle of spiritual life be com- 
municated to them, which will issue in a life of immortality 
in heaven. We lament over the wa^s of sin, which is deatli ; 
0 give us reason to rejoice over tne gift of God, which is 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our l^ord ! We present 
these humble prayers before thee, with all their imperfectiens, 
and lift up our eyea to thee for aooqptanoe, for our Savim^'s 
si^e. Amen. 


THIRTY-SECOND WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENING. 


LOVE TO OUR NKIOHBOUK. 

H^arwiek, Roxton, ChaniMfiUk, 

1 *pATHER of mercies ! send thy grace, 
^ All-powerful from above, 

To form, in our obedient soule, 

The image of thy love. 

^ 0 may our sympathising breasts 
That generous pleasure know, 

Kindly to share in others’ joy, 

And weep for others* ‘Woe ! 

3 When the most helpless sons of grief 
In low distn'ss are laid ; 

Soft be our hearts their pains to feel. 
And swift our hands to aid. 


Doddridge. 


ROMANS XVI. 

PauPt Salutatiom, 

T COMMEND unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant 
of the church which is at Cciiciirea : 

2 That ye receive her in the Lord, as bccometh saints, and 
that ye assist her in whatsoever business she hath need of you : 
for she hath been a suecourcr of many, and of myself also. 

3 Greet Priscilla and Atjuila my lielpers in Christ Jesus: 

4 Who have for my life laid down their own necjks : unto 
whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the 
Gentiles. 

5 Likewise greet the Church that is in tlicir house. Salute 
iny well-beloved Epenetus, who is the first-fruits of Achaia 
unto Christ. 

6 Greet Mary, who bestowed mucb labour on us. 

7 Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and my 
fellow-prisoners, who arc of note among the Apostles, who 
also were in Christ before me. 

8 Greet Atnplias my beloved in the Lord. 

9 Salute Urbane, our helper in Christ, and Stachys my 
beloved. 

10 Salute Ajielles approved in Clirist. Salute them which 
are of Aristobulus' household, 

11 Salute Herodion my kinsman. Greet them that be of 
the household of Narcissus, which are in the Lord. 

12 Salute Tryphena and Trypliosa, wlio labour in the Lord. 
Salute the beloved Persis, which laboured much in the Lord. 

13 Salute Rufus chosen in the Lord, and his mother and 
mine. 

14 Salute Asyiicritus, Phlcgon, Ilermas, Patrobas, Hermes, 
and the brethren which are with them, 

15 Salute Philologus, and Julia, Nercus, and his sister, 
and Olympas, and all the saints which are with them. 

16 Salute one another with an holy kiss. The churches of 
Christ salute you. 

26 Now to him that is of power to establish you according 
to my Gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according 
to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since 
the world began, 

26 But now is made manifest, and by the Scriptures of the 
prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting 
Goa, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith : 

27 To God only wise, be glory, through Jesus Christ for 
ever. Amen. 

Reflections trroK Hom. xvx.—- P hebe was only a humble servant; 
yet, on account of her piety, zeal, and activity, she was instru- 
mental, in the hand of God, in rendering the Church and cause of 
Christ the greatest service in the days of their early history. While 
the names of kings and of heroes are forgotten, her honoured name 
is preserved upon the page of inspiration, and shall be for ever held 
in remembranoe. May we all feel powerfully and effectually in- 


fluenced by the example of Phebe, this httmUe^ honoured 
servant. May the genuine language of our hearts be, ''Lord Jesus, 
I am thy servant, what wilt thou have me to do}** How different 
from Priscilla and Aquila, are many professors of the faith !— instead 
of being helpers to the ministers of Christ, they are hindsrm. That 
is a noble ambition which God will honour, bless, and aoowte— 
namely, on earnest desire to he instruments in the hand of the 
Spirit, by giving help, succour, and encouragement to the faithful 
ministers of Christ, who are employed in the moft sacred and im- 
portant work that can possibly occupy the attention of men, or of 
angels — namely, holding up Christ and salvation, and making known 
his unsearchable riches to a perishing world. 


PRAYER. 

adore thcc, O Lord, as the Lord our Gtod, and as a 
God of boundless benevolence and mercy. Thou art 
the POTHER of mercies, dclightiug in the happiness of thjr 
creatures, aud making thy sun to shine alike upon the evil 
and the good, and causing the rain to descend upon the just 
and the unjust. Wc thank thee for the enjoyment of all that 
goodness, temporal and spiritual, we have experienced in the 
past day and enjoyed in the past week. We praise thee that 
another opportunity is afforded us at the end of the week to 
acknowledge thy mercy, and to supplicate the continued com- 
munication of thy goodness, till our bodily eyes are shut in 
death ; yea, to remain with us during an endless immortality. 

Wo invoke the protecting care of our heavenly Prather 
during this night. If consistent with thy wise and sovereign 
arrangements, may we rise, on the morning of the sacred 
Sabbath, from our bed, refreshed with sleep, aud invigorated 
and animated for the holy services of thy sanctuary. 

May all thy ministering servants enter upon the engage- 
ments of the day with spiritual animation and with holy 
vigour. May they bo like giants refreshed; may they re- 
semble tbe strong man, ready to run a race. May their 
hearts be warmed with Divine love, and may thy most blessed 
word fall with burning ardour from their lips. But above 
all, may tbe imctiou of the Holy Ghost accompany a preached 
Gospel. O take thy word, the incorruptible seed, and where 
it is sown may it spring up in tnany hearts, and bring forth a 
rich harvest of converting grace, and of the fruits of right- 
eousness. 

Let a preached Gospel be to our children and servaMs a 
saving message ; and, tvhile hearing the word with their external 
ear^ may their hearts inwardly experience its quickening power. 

Lord, bless to us that holy and abundant manifestation of 
Christian and apostolical love of which we have now read. 
When we think of that warm display of Christian affection, 
so beautifully expressed by thy servant in* his letter to the 
Roman Church, what reason have we to mourn over the 
coldness of our love to our Saviour, and to those who bear 
our Saviour’s image, breathe his spirit, and appear clothed in' 
his righteousness ! Lord, increase our love to thyself, and 
our love to thy saints. May each of this family, may all our 
relatives and friends, and may all who constitute the congre* 
gation to which we belong, be enabled with the heart to 
employ the language of an Apostle : We know that we have 
passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. 

Lord, graciously bestow on us these comely excellences, 
which adorned those humble, active, primitive Christians of 
whom we have now read. May we resemble Phebe, who was 
a succourcr of many. Like Aquila and Priscilla, may we ^ 
helpers in Christ Jesus. As a family may we be beloved in 
the Lord, and may we labour much in tbe Lord. Gnunousiy 
hear our prayer, for Jesus^ sake. The grace of oor hM 
Jesus be with us all. Amen. 

To God, only wise, be glory, through Jesus Christie lor eMt 
Amen. 


THIRTY-THIRD WEEK,— SABBATH MORNING. 


•IN VUNltBKP^ SAINTS SAVED. 

JPoUcttmut, Pdef*$. Gi»uld^9. l . ii . 

] ^KEAT God, how oft did Israel prove 
" By turns thine anger and thy love ! 

There in a glass our hearts may seo 
How fickle and how false they be. 

2 How soon the faithless Jews forgot 

The dreadful wonders God had wrought ! 

Then they provoke him to his face, 

Nor fear his power, nor trust his grace. 

3 The Lord consumed their years in pain, 

And made their travels long and vain ; 

A tedious march through unknown ways, 

Wore out their strength, and spent their days. 

4 Yet did his sovereign grace for^vo 
The men who not deserved to live ; 

His anger oft away he turned, 

Or else with gentle fiamo it burned. 

Watts, Pa. 78, p. IV. 


PSALM LXXXI. 

God's Kindness. 

Q ING aloud unto God our strength : make a joyful noise 
^ unto the God of Jaeob. 

2 Take a psalm, and bring hither the timbrel, the pleasant 
harp with the psaltery. 

8 Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, in the time ap- 
pointed, on our solemn feast day. 

4 For this was a statute for Israel, and a law of the Ood of 
Jacob. 

5 This he ordained in Joseph for a testimony, when he 
went out through the land of Egypt : where I heard a lan- 
guage that I understood not. 

6 I removed his shoulder from the burden : his hands were 
delivered from the pots. 

7 Thou calledst in trouble, and I delivcrcxl thee ; I answered 
thee in the secret place of thunder; I proved thee at the 
waters of Mcribah. Selah. 

8 Hear, O my people, and I will testify unto thee ; O Israel, | 
if thou wilt hearken unto me ; 

9 There shall no strange God be in thee ; neither slialt thou 
worship any strange god. 

10 I aTn the Lord thy God, which brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt : open thy mouth wide, and 1 will fill it. 

11 But my people would not hearken to my voice; and 
Israel would none of me. 

12 So I gave them up unto their own hearts* lust: and 
they walked in their own counsels. 

13 Oh that niy people had hearkened unto me, and Israel 
had walked in my ways ! 

14 I should soon have subdued their enemies, and turned 
my hand against their adversaries. 

15 The haters of the Lord should have submitted them- 
selves unto him ; but their time should have endured for ever. 

16 He should have fed them also with the finest of tlie 
wheat : and with honey out of the rock should I have satisfied 
thee. 


Reflections TJPON Psalm lxxxi.— Is Jesus our strength and salvji- 
tion ? then he deserves our loudest, sweetest, and most loving songs 
of praise. What reason we have for thankfulness and joy, that wo 
have so rich, and diversified, und suitable a collection of inspiiyd 
songs, by which we are assisted in presenting our sacrifices of praise 
before the throne of grace and also taught by the Spirit to make 
melody with our hearts unto the Lord. God’s deliverances of his 
Qiimm and of his individual saints furnish matter of never-ceasing 
•cmgB of thonksgiving and praise. While pious Israelites proceeded 


in their journey through tho wilderness to Canaan, groat were theii 
emotions of gratitude and love when they romembered tlicir .un- 
paralleled dehvorance from tho galling bondage of Egypt, and their 
miraculous passage through the Red Soa. Thougli Uod takoth no 
pleasure in tho troubles of his people, lie takes tho greatest pleasure 
m changing them into blessings, and in listening to their oiunest, 
believing, and loving supplications, which in tho day of trouble 
ascend before his throne . 


PllAYER. 

^ LORD our God, we praise thee for another day of sacred 
” rest, another day of the Son of man — another day, tho 
emblem of that eternal day of heavenly rest on wliich thy 
people shall enter, when tlie present night of their sorrow, 
temptation, and trial has come to an end. We thank a gra- 
cious and a special Providence that we have been refreshed 
and preserved during the jiast night. O Lord, we would begin 
the day by calling on thy name. With tlie Psalmist we desire 
to say, O Ijord, thou art our God, early will we seek thee. 
We acknowledge that this world in itself, and as it respects 
the concerns and wants of the soul, is a dry and tliirsty land, 
where no water is. Jlay wc look forward with earnest ex- 
pectations to thy public ordinances, that w^e may see thy 
powTr and thy glory. O let our souls be satisfied as wdtli 
marrow and fatness, when we surround tliy Gospel table, and 
wlicn tby rich blessings ai’c presented bedbre ns for our accept- 
ance. Blessed shall w e be, if each one of ns shall be able to 
say respecting the rich and the spiritual provision of tliy house 
and of thy holy, Ijaliow’ed day. Not all the ricdi dainties of a 
feast can please my soul so much, as when I taste the provision 
of tliy liouse, and dwell in tliy presence. 

O Jjord, fulfil tliy gracious jiromise in the experience of all 
thy ministers. Thou hast said, Lo 1 1 am with you alway. O 
enable them to lay hold of this promise ; then they shall 
enjoy thy help, and in thy strength shall be suceesafui in 
pulling down the strongholds of corruption and rebelliou. 
Make them faitliful in addressing the hearts and eonsciencea 
of men, faithful in exposing the corruptions of the heart, 
faitliful in showing the vanity and danger of false grounds of 
confidence and hope', faithful in proclaiming the nnsearcliable 
riches of Christ, and faithful in showing tlie necessity of the 
influences of tlu^ Spirit for tho conversion of sinners and the 
edification of saints. 

Have mercy on the thousands of the rising race who sliall 
be assembled this day for the purpose of Divine instruction. 
O Lord, have mercy on these lambs of tby lloek. Take them 
up into thine arms, and bless tliiuTi. 

Ma]i our dear children be inlroduced info the flock of Christ, 
and be enabled with the Psalmist to siny, The Lord is my Shep- 
herd, I shall not want. May our servants taste the pure joys 
of religion, und drink of the vmters of salvation. 

Have mercy on our rulers. Mjiy they hearken unto thee, 
and walk in thy ways; then thou wilt subdue their enemies, 
and turn their hand against their enemies. God forbid that 
our rulers shoidd ever provoke thee to say respecting them, 
So I gave them up unto their own hearts* lusts, and they 
walked in their ow n counsels. 

We pray, O Lord, for the afilicted who are unable to 
appear in tliy coui'ts this day. Have mercy on such of them 
as arc graceless, and lead them to Jesus, who alone can com- 
fort the soul amid the sorrows of life. O convince them of 
the dreadful folly of living Avithout 11 ni >vho is the only 
comforter of the afflicted. And have mercy on the afflicted 
who fear thy name ; and enable them this day to glory in 
tribulation, and look forward to the joys of heaven. 

Mercifully hear our prayers, for Jesus* sake. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 

3M 4id 


THiai’Y-THIllD WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


1IA0I8TEAT1BB WARNED. 

Md^AuHiula. Lvaion {Canada)* Tdin^tm. L. >i. 

1 A AiOJ^O the assemblies of the great, 

A greater Ruler takes his seat ; 

The God of heaven, as Judge, surveys 
Those gods on earth, and all their ways. 

2 Why will ye then frame wicked laws ? 

Or why support the unrighteous cause ? 

When will ye once defend the poor, 

That sinners vex the saints no more 

3 Aris(‘, 0 Lord, and lot thy Son 
Possess his universal throne, 

And rule tlu^ nations with his rod ; 

Ho is our Judge, and he our God. 

Watw, Pa. 02. 

PSALM LXXXII. 

Advice to Magistrates, 

OD standetli in the congregation of the mighty ; he 
jndgeth among the gods. 

3 llovv long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the persons 
of the wicked ? Sclah. 

3 Defend the poor and fatherless : do justice to the afflicted 
and needy. 

4 Deliver the poor and needy : rid them out of the hand of 
the wicked. 

5 They know not, neither will they understand ; they walk 
on in dai'kncss : all the foundations of the earth are out of 
course. 

G I have said, Yc are gods • and all of you a?*e children of 
the most high. 

7 But ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes. 

8 Arise, 0 God, judge the earth : for thou shalt inherit all 
nations. 

PSALM LXXXril. 

Miserahlc End of the Enemies of the Church. 

K eep not thou silence, 0 God : hold not thy peace, and 
be not still, O God. 

2 For, lo, thine enemies make a tumult : and they that 
hate thee have lifted up the head. 

3 Thev have taken crafty counsel against thy people, and 
jonsulted against thy hidden ones. 

4 They have said. Come, and let us cut them off from being 
a nation ; that the name of Israel may be no more in remem- 
brance. 

5 For they have consulted together with one consent : they 
are confederate against thee : 

13 O my God, make them like a wheel; as the stubble 
before the wind. 

14 As the fire buriicth a Avood, and as the flame setteth the 
mountains on fire ; 

15 So persecute them with thy tempest, and make them 
afraid with thy storm. 

IG Pill their faces with shame ; that they may seek thy 
name, O Lord. 

17 Let them be confounded and troubled for ever; yea, let 
them be put to shame, and perish : 

18 That men may know that tlion, whose name alone is 
JEHOVAH, ar/ the moat high over all the earth. 

llBPtEOTioNs UPON PsALM LXXKU., Lxxxni.— Diguiflod 10 the office 
of magistrates, as the dc^putios of God. And with solemn awe Riid 
strict equity ought they to tlx their decisions, as in God’s presonoo, 
and as accountable to him. Yet how commonly do many of them 
indulge themselves in bjiistice and partiality! For want of sub- 
Btanoo^ to obtain their rights, the poor are ordinarily trampled upon 
by unjust and cruel oppressors ; but God is their guardian ; and let 
wicked xnagistrates do their worst, he will at last redress the griev- 
ances of his poor and afflicted ones. When rulers are wicked, let us 
ferventlv pray that God may soon sub'due the world to the righteous- 
neas and government of his Son. When God in answer to the earnest 


and believing prayers of his persecuted people, lifts up hie ] 

ogainst the enemies of his Church, it is louder and more terrible 
than the thunders of the sky. For a season the enemies of Zion may 
appear to prosper and triumph ; but they are preparing for them* 
selves a dreadful doom. Now, they will not open thoir eyes to see 
their sin and their guilt ; but when the day of God's vengeance 
comes, their eyes shall be open to see the cup of wrath, the very 
dregs of which they shall bo compelled to drink. Often they have 
sought and attempted the utter destruction of Christ's oouse and 
kingdom; they have always failed, and they must always fail. For 
what can human craft do in contending with boundless wisdom and 
human weakness — in flghting with omnipotent power ? 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, with humility and reverence we would 
approach thy throne of grace, through the merit of our 
Divine and merciful Redeemer. We adore thee as the ruler 
of princes, and the ruler of angels. Thou art he who standeth 
in the congregation of the mighty, and who judgeth among 
the gods. Thou dost observe and control and overrule all the 
decisions of earthly kings and earthly rulers. How often hast 
thou in mercy to thy j)eoplc defeated their proud and t)nran- 
nical purposes ! how oft(in hast thou said to them, Hitherto 
shalt thou come, and no farther ; and here shall the proud 
waves of thy pride and cruel ambition be stayed ! Thy name 
alone is Jehovah. This thy name thou wilt not give to 
another, and this is thy glorious memorial, which shall endure 
to all generations. Thou art the Most High over all the 
earth; and all kings and princes and conquerors are only 
grasshoppers in thy siglit. O impress the minds of earthly 
rulers with a deep and humbling sense of thy glory, thy might, 
and thy sovereignty. May they feel their own insignificance 
when compared with thee ; and may they remember that they 
are accountable to thee, and that there is a day fast approach- 
ing when, like other men, they shall stand before thy tribunal, 
an«l hear a just and impartial sentence pronounced upon them 
by Christ, the judge of all. 

Teach all our rulers, and all the rulers of the earth, to 
place Jesus before them as their pattern, and may they walk 
in his footsteps as their example. May righteousness be the 
girdle of their loins, and faithfulness the girdle of their 
reins. 

We thank thee, O thou King of Zion, that the Gospel has 
been preached this day in many parts of the earth by thy 
faithful servants. We praise theq for all thy gracious assist- 
ance which has been afforded to thy ministers, and for all that 
edification and comfort which has been imparted to thy people. 
Especially we would thank thee for that saving benefit which 
has been extended to perishing sinners, in bringing them 
from under the degrading slavery of sin and Satan, and in- 
troducing them to the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

O Lord, wc would rejoice over their deliverance, and join our 
thanksgivings and praises with the songs of praises before the 
throne. 

Blessed Jesus, make our dear children and servants the «#A- 
jects of converting grace^ if they have not yet tasted the sweet 
joys of Divine love. 

! We pray for aged pilgrims. Encourage their hearts with 
I the animating prospect of being for ever with the Lord, when 
the infirmities of old age shall afflict them no more for ever. 
May they mount up with wings as eagles ; may they run, and 
not be weary ; may they walk, and not, faint. Make them in 
old age to flourish like the palm-tree, and grow like the cedar 
in Lebanon. 

We commit ourselves, and all our beloved conneotians and 
friends, this night, to the^care of our new-covenaut Ood. O 
hear our prayers, for Jesus our Redeemers sake* Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven^ fco. 


I 
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THIRTY-THIRD WEEK.~MONDAY MORNING 


VOV ASHAMID Of TBB GOSPEL. 

Mdchsudee. WiMcm, Onm ffovte* c. m. 

1 T^M not ashamed to own my !l^rd, 

X Or to defend his caixse, 

Maintain the. honour of his word, 

The glory of his cross. 

2 Jesusi my Qod, I know his name, 

His name is all my trust ; 

Nor will ho put my soul to shame, 

Nor let my hope be lost. 

3 Firm as his throne his promise stands, 

And he can well secure 
What I’ve committed to his hands, 

Till the decisive hour. Watts, 108, B. /. 

1 KINGS XVIII. 

Elijah, Obadiah, and Ahoh. 

A ND as Obadiah was in the way, behold, Elijah met him ; 
and he knew him, and fell on his face, and said, Art thou 
that my lord Elijah ? 

8 And he answered him, I am : go, tell thy lord. Behold, 
Elyah is here, 

9 And he said, What have I sinned, tliat thou wouldcst de- 
liver thy servant into the hand of Aliab, to slay me ? 

10 As the Lord thy God liveth, there is no nation or king- 
dom, whither ray lord hath not sent to seek thee : and when 
they said, He is not there ; he took an oath of the kingdom 
and nation, that they found thee not. 

11 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah 
is here, 

12 And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from 
thee, that the Spirit of the Lord shall caiTy thee whither I 
know not; and so when 1 come and tell Ahab, and he can- 
not find thee, he shall slay me : but I thy servant fear the 
Lord from my youth. 

18 Was it not told my lord, what I did when Jezebel slew 
the prophets of the Lord, how I hid an hundred men of the 
Lord^s prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread 
and water? 

14 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah 
is here : and he shall slay me. 

15 And Elijah said. As the Lord of hosts liveth, before 
whom I stand, I will surely show myself unto him to-day. 

16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him ; and Ahab 
went to meet Elijah. 

17 And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab 
said unto him. Art thou he that troubleth Israel? 

18 And he answered, I have not troubled Israel : but thou, 
and thy father’s house, in that ye have forsaken the command- 
ments of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim. 

19 Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto 
mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and 
fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at 
Jesebel’s table. 

20 So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered 
the prophets together unto mount Carmel. 

21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, IIow long 
halt ye between two opinions ? if the Lord be God, follow him ; 
but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him 
not a word. ^ 

22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain 
a prophet of the Lord ; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred 
and fifty men. 

28 Let them therefore give us two bullocks ; and let them 
oppose one buBook for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay 
ti on WQodi and put xio fire under : and I will dress the other 
buBockj, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: 

84 Jl^d call ye on the name of your gods, and I wul call on 


the name of the Lord : and the God that answercth by fire, 
let him be God, And all the people answered and said, It is 
well spoken. 

Reflections upon 1 Kings xvm. — In whntcvor plmc, or in what- 
ever circumstances true believers meet, like Obadiah- end Elijah, 
they recognise and love each other as children of the same family, 
redeemed by the samo Saviour, and travelling to the same heaven. 
As in the case of Ahab, we find that the most wicked of masters 
have sometimes the best of servants. Ahab was the vilest idolater, 
i and his servant Obadiah the most faithful and devout worshipper of 
I the God of Israel j the only, the living, and the true God. God 
oveiTulcd Obadiah’s servico in Ahab’s house for most important 
ends; and one of these consisted in this holy influential man’s 
i hiding an hundred of the Lord’s prophets in a cave. How com- 
mendable when pious servants, in’ grucelcsH families, lay themselves 
out for usefulness in Christ’s cause. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, wc desire, as thy humble and unworthy 
suppliants, to draw near to thy throne, under a reveren- 
tial impression of tliy glorious and unhounded majesty. O 
what reason have wc to rejoice that the God of glory is a God 
of grace, and that God is as glorious in his gractj and mercy 
as in any other of his attributes! O Tjord Jehovah, thou art 
he who framed the globe, and wlio built the firmament of the 
sky. The sliining w'orlds on high, the blessed residence oi 
angels, are thy workmanship. There thou art arrayed iu 
robes of uncreated light, conipared witli which the brightest 
created glory sinks into eomplete obscurity. How divinely 
bright, tliou great Immanuel, thy beauties shine amid the 
spirits of just men made perfect, who arc raised from ignominy 
and sin by thy blood and rigliteonsncss, to sit beside thee on 
ihy throne, and to he sharers of the blessedness of thy triumphs 
and thy glory 1 O that all who are kneeling before thee may 
now receive thee by faith as their Surety and Saviour 1 then 
shall they be associated for ever with those glorious bands 
who for ever live in the enjoyment of all that felicity which is 
peculiar to the beatific prcsene(\ 

Wluit reason have we to thank a gracious Providence for 
the preserving care wc have experienced during the past night, 
and that wc are now assembled in thy presence and around 
the domestic altar in circumstances of comfort and of peace I 
Give us thy Holy Spirit, that wc may serve thee faithfully 
this day, that we may he prcscTvcd from the snares of a cor- 
rupting world, and that our lives and actions may adorn the 
Gospel of Christ. 

Bless to us the important history we have now read. May 
all of us resemble Obadiah, tlic servant of king Ahab, in love 
to thy ministers. May we be instructed to love them, for the 
sake of their Divine Master, for the sake of the Gospel, aiwi 
for the sake of thy kingdom. Lord, have mercy on all thy 
persecuted servants, whether they are o])enly persecuted by 
wicked magistrates, or more privately by the crafty enemies of 
thy cliurch. 

O Lord, put the spirit of Elijah into the minds of all thy 
ministers. Deliver them from the fear of men and of princes. 
May they openly yet prudently expose the sins of the great 
before whom they are called to preach, as Elijah, with manly 
fidelity, exposed the sins of Ahab, who had forsaken the com- 
mandments of the Lord, and followed Baalim. 

Lord, show compassion to our beloved offspring, and let 
them not halt between two opinions, whether they shall serve 
sin or Christ, O give them and our servants grace to decide 
now, and surrender themselves to the love, the faith, and the 
service of Jesus, 

Prepare us, grtusious God, for all the duties, temptations, 
events, and trials of this week. All we ask is only for our 
dear i^deemer’s sake. Amen. 
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THIKTY-THIRD WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


THE OLOKV OP CHRIST. 

Ohri^n Soldiw, Warfare, Gloucester. L. m. 

1 TVTOW be my heart inspired to sing 

The glories of my Saviour King, 

Jesus the Lord ; how heavenly fair 
His form ! how bright his beauties lure ! 

2 O’er all the sons of human race 
He shines with a superior grace ; 

Love from his lips divinely Hows, 

And blessings all his state compose. 

3 Dress thcc in anus, most mighty Lord, 

Gird on the terror of thy sword, 

Jn majt'sty and glory ride, 

Willi truth and meekness at thj' side 

4 Thine anger, like a poinled dart, 

Shall pierec the foes of stubborn heart; 

Or words of mc'rey, kind and sweet., 

Shall midt the rebels at thy feet. 

Watts, Ps, 4 . 5 , p. /. 

1 COIUNTHIAT^S I. 

PotiVd ajfcrtlunate Sahitation. 

P AUL, called lo he an ajiostlc of Jesus Christ through the 
will of God, and Sosthenes our hrothor. 

2 Unto the chureli of God, whirh is at Corinth, to them 
that arc sanctified in Clirist Jc.sus, called to be saints, with all 
that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ oiu* 
Lord, both tbeir’s and our’s : 

3 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and 
fr07n the Lord Je.sus dirist. 

4 I thank my God always on your helialf, for the grace of 
God which is given you by Jesus Clirist; 

5 That in everything ye are enriched hy him, in all utter- 
ance, and hi all knowledge ; 

6 Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you ; 

7 So that ye come behind in no gift : w'aiting for the coming 
of our Ijord Jesus Christ : 

8 Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be 
blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

9 God is faitliful, liy wliom ye were called unto the fellow'- 
ship of his Sou Jesus Chri.st our Lord. 

10 Now I beseech you, bretlinui, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak tlie same thing, and that there 
be no divisions among you ; but that ye be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 

1 1 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, 
by them which arc of the house of Chloe, that there are con- 
tentions among you. 

12 Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of 
Paul ; and I of Apollos ; and I of Cephas ; and I of Christ. 

13 Is Christ divided? wuis Paul crucified for you? or were 
ye baptized in tlic name of Paul ? 

14 I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispiis 
and Gains : 

15 Lest any sliould say that I had baptized in miue own 
name. 

16 And I baptized also the household of Stephanus : be- 
sides, I know not whether I baptized any other. 

17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the 
Gospel : not witli wdsdom of words, lest the cross of Christ | 
should be made of none effect. 

18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish | 
foolishness ; but unto us which are saved it is the power of 
God. 

19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. 

Bkflectiohs upok 1 Cor. i . — "No human priesthood can make 
mortals like themselves ambassadors of Christ. Their office imme- 
452 


diutely emanates from Jesus, our real High-priest. And those h< 
colls, ho qualifies. What a comfort it is to faithful ministers, when, 
like Paul the holy Apostle, they enjoy the satisfying evidence that 
they have the call of Christ, and the sanctifying preparation of hie 
Spirit. Of nil places on the face of the earth, for the introduction of 
the Gospel, and the planting of a Christian Church, Corinth was the 
most hopeless. Iddatry the most gross, licentiousness the moat 
extensive and disgusting, and philosophy the most influential, stood 
in the way of the entrance of the Gospel, as a wall of brass. Nothing 
can withstand Jehovah’s purpose, or successfully resist tlie power of 
his omnipott‘iu e. the word, and a breach was made in the 

formidable w^iiU. I’ho Gospel entered. Tho banner of solvation was 
unfurled, and a Christian Church planted. 


! PRAYER. 

H oly spirit, our guide and comforter, breathe upon us 
thy gracious influences ; then wo shall draw near the 
' throne of God as children to a Father. We adore thee, O 
Lord, as our King; we bow down before thy blessed sceptre, 
and we rejoice in thy gracious government. O teach us and 
enable us to praise thy name for ever and ever I May we in 
reality enter upon that work of believing adoration and praise 
on earth, which will be continued through all eternity, in the 
heavenly w^orld, in loftier and purer strains. May a due and 
lasting impression be produced on our minds by the portion 
of the sacred records to which we have now listened. May 
om* eyes be opened to see wondrous things in thy laws. Con- 
vince ns that there are more wonderful things to be seen on 
the pages of the inspired volume than we can sec upon the 
starry sky, and that the perfections of the Divine nature are 
more remarkably e.\hil)ited hy the word of God than by the 
works of the visible universe. If there are any among us 
spiritually blind, graciously open the eyes of our understand- 
ing, and suffer our minds no longer to remain enveloped in 
the dark clouds of spiritual ignorance and moral death. 

‘We pray, O Lord, that all of us may resemble the Corinthian 
converts ; may we he sanctified in Christ Jesus, and called to 
be saints. We have the name ; O may we have the disposi- 
tions, the graces, the attainments, and the spirit of saints. 
Like thy saints, may w'e lov(J the name of Christ ; to us may 
it he as ointment poured forth; may it be fragrant and 
refreshing to our minds, travelling througli the wilderness of 
this world, and looking onuard to the joys of heaven. We 
bless thee, O Lord, for the institution of the ordinance of 
prayer. Grant that all of ns may be instructed in this most 
sacred and profitable exercise ; and daily may we call on the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. O Jesus, we acknowledge 
thy Divinity, and we would unite with primitive Christians in 
giving thee Divine homage, and in calling on thy blessed name 
in the exercise of prayer. 

IJaly Spirit, teach our beloved children and domestics the 
important lesson of earnest and believing prayer. Convince 
them of the necessity of prayer, and that h is vain to expect 
the joys of immortality after a prayerless life. 

We thank thee inliehalf of all oor beloved relatives, who are 
the partakers of saving grace, which is given them by Jesus 
Christ. May our remaining friends, who have not yet 
obtained the treasure of Divine grace, soon receive it from the 
hand of mercy. Say to them, O Jesus, I counsel of you to 
buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich 
O make with tliem an everlasting covenant, and give them 
the sure mercies of David. May ^1 of. us rejoice on account 
of the future appearance of the Son of God ; and may we long 
for his coming to judge the world. Accept of our thanks for 
the personal and family blessings we have this day xeoeived. 
May we, and all our friends, enjoy thy paternal care this 
night; and all we ask is for our Savioiu^s sake, the IiCrd 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


THIETY-THIRD WEEK.— TUESDAY MORNING. 



IDOLATRY REFECTED. 

MthekM, Smyrna, Salm. C u, 

1 CJ AVE me, 0 Lord, from every foe : 

^ In thee my trust I place ; 

Though all the good that I can do 

Can ne’er deserve thy grace 

2 Yet if my God prolong my breath, 

The saints may profit by it ; 

The saints, the glory of the earth, 

The men of my delight. 

3 Let heathens to tfieir idols haste, 

And worship wood or stone ; 

But my delightful lot is cast 

Where the true God is known. 

Watts, Ps, 10‘, p, I, 

1 KINGS XVIII. 

PropJitts of Paul ulahi. 

A ND Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you 
one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first ; for ye are 
many ; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under. 

26 And they took the bullock which was given tliern, and 
they dressed and called on the name of Baal from morning 
even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no 
voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the 
altar wliich was made. 

27 And it came to pass at noon, tliat Elijah mocked them, 
and said, Cry aloud : for he is a god ; either lie is talking, or 
he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he 
sleepeth, and must be awaked. 

28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their 
manner wdth* knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out 
upon them. 

29 And it came to pass, when mid-day was past, and they 
prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening saen* 
flee, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any 
that regarded, 

80 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto 
me. And all tlie people came near unto him. And he re- 
paired the altar of tlie Lord that was broken down. 

81 And Elijah took twelve stones, aecording to the iminher 
of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the 
Loud came, saying, Israel shall lie thy name: 

32 And with the stones he built au altar in the name of 
the Loud : and he made a treneli aljout the altar, as great as 
would contain two measures of seed. 

83 And he put the W'ood iii order, and cut the bullock in 
pieces, and laid him on the w ood, and said, i''ill four barrels with 
water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. 

34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it 
the second time. And he said. Do it the third time. And 
they did it the third time. ‘ 

85 And the water ran round about the altar , and he filled 
the trench also with water. 

86 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of tlie 
evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said. 
Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known 
this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy 
servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. 

87 Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know 
that thou art the Loud God, and that tliou hast turned their 
heart back again. 

88 Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt 
sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and 
liok^ up the water that was in the trench. 

89 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces : 
and they said, The Lord, he is the God ; the Lord, he is the 
God. 

40 And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal ; 


let not one of them escape. And they took them : and Elijah 
brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them thei*e. 


Rbplecttons upon 1 Kings xviu. — Wo should never road of 
idolatry, or think of those who are the deluded worshippers of falso 
gods, without thoughts of thankfulness to our God that we know 
him as the only, the living, and true God, that wo enjoy tho ordi- 
nances of religion as the appointed means of his worship, and aro 
taught to look to tho Holy Spirit for his gracious aid, and to rely on 
tho atonement of Clirist for accojitiince. With what just scorn 
Elijah treated idolatrous worship ; and with what dignified and holy 
sarcasm he treated the worshippers of Baal ! Truly, idolatry is a 
display of the greatest impiety against God, and tho greatest folly of 


PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, thou art God alone. There are lords 
many, and gods many, but thou alone art he who made 
the heavens; thou art he alotic who art possessed of every 
perfection. We would exclaim in the language of astonished 
Israel, wdieu fire came down from heaven and destroyed tlie 
sacrifice, The Lord, he is the God ; the Lord, lie is the God. 
Wc would address thee in the language of Elijah ; Thou art 
the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel. Let the day 
soon arrive when it shall be known in all the earth that thou 
art Isracrs God. Give us the pleasing evidence that we arc 
thy servants, that all around us may see tliat we have been 
with Jesus, that w^e arc on the Lord’s side, that wc are no 
more halting between two opinions, that wc arc for thee and 
not for another. 

We confess, O Lord, the treachery and the coiTuption of 
our hearts. As Baal reigned in the hearts of his blinded 
votaries, we conft'ss that the Baal of lusts and worldly-minded- 
ness has long reigned in our hearts. Idols have been per- 
mitted by our own consent to occupy that place in our 
aftcctions due to thee alone. O Saviour, dcliv(;r us from all 
our lusts and all our corruptions ; expel tliem from our souls; 
let tliem not be only subdued, but destroyed. 

Convince ottr dear children and servants of the natural 
depravitg of the human heart, O ^ire Ihenty hg thy Spirit^ 
a discovery of their own hearts, as deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked. Holy Sjjirit^ enable them thus to 
pray : Lord, bring me to Christ, renew my heart, forgive 
my sins, and keep me from evil. 

God and King of Zion, mercifully look down on the myriads 
of the cliildren of men living without the knowdedge of thy 
name, and yielding to false gods that worship and adoration 
which is due to thee alone. We long and pray for the arrival 
of that day, when all th(^ nations of the earth shall know that 
thou art the Lord God, and that thou art the God of salva- 
tion. Wc lament that the hearts of the greater number of 
the inhabitants of the earth arc alienated from thee. Let the 
knowledge of thyself and of thy plans of mercy be diflused 
among the blinded and idolatrous nations, and let the hearts 
of men be turned unto thee. 

Wo bless thee, most high God, that the true worship of thy 
name is established in our land. We thank thee for all the 
evidence thou hast given of the truth of thy Word and the 
Divine appointment of thine ordinances, by rendering them 
instrumental in the salvation of tliousands. Thou hast never 
left thyself without a witness. Thou didst give a miraculous 
testimony in the days of Elijah; and in our day thou art 
giving many special evidences of the Divine origin of thy 
Gospel, in its blessed effects upon the hearts of thousands of 
our race. 

We thank our God for the mercies of tho night, and we 
implore the gracious presence and blessing of our God in all 
the duties and engagements of the day. All we ask is for 
Immanuel’s sake. Amen. 



thirty-thihd wjsek.— Tuesday evening. 


CHRIST CRUCIFIED^ THE WISDOM AND POWER OP GOD. 

Kemsep* New BMekm, Old lOO^A. l. m, 

1 T^ATURE with open volume stunds 

To spread her Muker^s praise abroad, 

And every labour of his hands 
Hhows something worthy of a God. 

2 But in the grace that rescued man 
llis brightest form of glorj'^ shines ; 

Here on the cross ’tis 1‘airest drinvn, 
lu precious blood and crimson lines. 

8 Hero his whole name a])pcar8 complete; 

Nor wit can guess, nor reason prove 
Which of the letters best is writ, 

The power, the wisdom, or the love. 

Watts, 10, B, 111. 

1 COIUNTIIIANS I. 

Goapd Preaching, 

W HERE is the wise? where is the scribe? wdicrc the 
diaputcr of this world ? hath not God made foolish the 
wisdom of this world ? 

21 For after that in the wisdom of God the w'orld by wisdom 
knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching 
to save tliem that believe. 

22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after 
wisdom : 

23 But we preacli Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stum- 
bliug-bloek, and unto the Greeks foolislinesa ; 

24 But unto them Avhich are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 

25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and 
the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

26 For ye see your calling, brctliren, how that not many 
wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, 
are called : 

27 But God hath clioseu the foolish things of the WTOld to 
confound the wise ; and God hath chosen the weak things of 
the world to confound the things wliich are mighty; 

28 And base things of the world, and things which arc 
despised, hath God chosen, i/ca, and things which arc not, to 
bring to nought things that are : 

29 That no flesh sliould glory in his presence. 

80 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption, 

1 CORINTHIANS II. 

Shnplicitij of Preaching. 

A ND I, brethren, wdien I came to you, came not wuth ex.- 
cclleucy of speech or of wdsdom, declaring unto you the 
testimony of God. 

2 For 1 determined not to know any thing among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 

3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in 
much trembling. 

4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing 
words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power : 

5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, 
but in the power of God. 

Bspleotioxh upon 1 Cor. i., it. — Dark as midnight is the brightest 
intelligence, when compared wuth the omniscience of Jehovah; and 
the wisdom of men, and even angels, is folly, wlien compared with 
the wisdom of God. What an astonishing differenco betwixt the 
philosophy of the wisest of heathen sages, and the glorious doctrines • 
of the Gospel !— exhibiting the attributes of Jehovah in all their 
alluring excellence, the Son of God in all his loveliness and suitable- 
ness, and bringing life and immortality to light. May the Holy 
Spirit inspire us writh unfeigned thankfulness for the glorious Gospel, 
which is the wisdom and power of God to them who believe. Hume- 
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rous and poworfhl are the obstacles and impediments in the way e( 
man’s acceptance and belief of tho Gospel of Christ. This is i^li- 
cable to our whole race, of whatever age, and of whatever gme. 
But it is more especially and extensively true of the wealthy, the 
mighty, and the great. The allurements and temptations to keep 
the heai't away from Christ, and to prevent his acceptance, are more 
numerous in connection with them, than with any other portion of 
our race. Let us, however, rejoice in the instances, of a most illus- 
trious description, furnished by individuals of noble rank, who have 
lived and died the ornaments of tho Christian faith. 

PRAYER. 

M ost merciful and mighty Jehovah, how incomprehen- 
siljlo is thy glory, and how inconceivable thy blessed- 
ness ! Thou dwcllest, O Lord, amidst the dazzling light of 
vast immensity. So ineffable is that glorious and uncreated 
liglit, that no mortal eye has ever been able to approach it, 
and shall never be able to behold its Divine brightness, till 
mortal is swallowed up in immortality. Holy Spirit, teach 
our souls to soar and rise above earthly things, and ascend in 
longing desires to thy celestial tlirone. Give those holy and 
sacred affections which will lead us to anticipate with holy 
delight the arrival of that period when, through the right- 
eousness of Christ, we shall behold the Trinity in unity, the 
ble8S('d Three, the undivided One. 

We assemble before thee this evening, O prayer-bearing 
God, and we praise th(?e for the undeserved mercies of the 
day. Thou hast opened the hand of thy providential bounty, 
and afforded us our daily supply of mercies. May the offences 
of the day be graciously forgiven, and the events which are con- 
stantly passing over our heads be attended with thy blessing: 

Wc thank thee, O Lord, that, when our exhausted nature 
needs rest, thou hast provided beds where we may lie down 
and enjoy the blessing of repose. If it is thy will, give us 
refreshing sleep. 

1,1 ave merely on the afflicted and diseased from whose eyes 
sleep shall l)e banished, and lead their minds to the medita- 
tion of those Divine doctrines and animating discoveries of the 
Gospel which will cheer their hearts amid the heaviest afflic 
tion, and by thy graces enabhj them to glory in tribulation also. 

Lord, prepare t/ie minds of our beloved children for the 
sufferings and sorroivs which unavoidably awail them in the 
journey of life. Now may they receive thy grace, which will 
effeciually preserve them in every danger, and comfort them in 
every affliction. 

Teach us, gracious God, to express our thankfulness for 
spiritual blessings. We thank thee that thou bast not left 
our world with no more light than the glimmering rays of 
human ])hilosophy and wisdom. Glory to thy name for the 
Gospel of Christ. We praise thee that, though the men of 
the world have looked upon the preaching of the Gospel as 
foolishness, it hath pleased thee, by the preaching of the 
Gospel, to save them that believe. We rejoice that, though 
it is to unbelieving Jews a stumbling-block, it is both the 
wisdom of God and the power of Gofl to those wlio are taught 
by the Spirit to see its (jxcellence and feel its power. 

O Lord, may all of us be in Christ, interested in his love, ' 
llis righteousness, and intercession; and may Jesus, in his 
person, offices, and relations, be made of God unto us wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. 

Loi’d, teach all tliy ministers, of every name, to imitate thy 
servant Paul, in simple, plain, affectionate, earnest, and faith- 
ful preaching. May their speech not be with the enticing 
words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power, that the faith of their people may atandy not in 
the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 

Graciously bear our prayer, forgive our sins, and aooa^ 
our persons, for Jesus' si^e. Amen. 





THIRTY-THIRD WEEK.— WEDNESDAY MORNING. 


MC«lTjrULNJS«8 OF 8tX. 

M(nt 9 Traey. FaUtwartK WaUat. c. u. 

1 CIK has a thousand treacherous arts 

^ To practice on the mind ; 

With flattering looks she tempts our hearts, 

But leaves a sting behind. 

2 With names of virtue she deceives 

The aged and the young ; 

And wh&e the heedless wretch believes, 

She makes his fetters strong. 

3 She pleads for all the joys she brings, 

And gives a fair pretence ; 

But cheats the soul of heavenly things, 

^ And chains it down to sense. 

Watib, 150, B. It. 

1 KINGS XIX. 

Wickednm, and QoiVa Wwd to ElijaJi. 

A ND Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal 
how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. 

2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let 
the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the 
life of one of them by to-morrow about this time. " 

8 And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and 
came to Beer-sheba, which helongeth to Judah, and left his 
servant there. 

4 But he himself went a day’s journey into the wdldcrness, 
and came and sat down under a juniper tree : and he requested 
for himself that he might die ; and said, It is enough : now, O 
Lord, take away my life ; for I am not better than my fathers. 

6 And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, beliold, then 
an angel touched him, and said unto liini, Arise and cat. 

6 And he looked, and behold, there tvas a cake baken on the 
cools, and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and 
drink, and laid him down again. 

7 And the angel of the liOUD came again the second time, 
and touched him, and said, Arise and eat : because the journey 
is too great for thee. 

8 And he arose, and did- eat and drink, and went in the 
strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Ilorcb, 
the mount of God. 

9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there ; and, 
behold, the word of the Loun came to him, and he wsaid unto 
him, What doest thou here, Elijah ? 

10 And he said, I have been very jealous for the Loiin God 
of hosts : for the children of Israel havc^ forsaken thy covenant, 
thrown down thine altai^s, and slain tliy prophets with the 
sword ; and I, even I only, am left ; and they seek my life, to 
take it away. 

11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before 
the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a gn^at and 
strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks 
before the Lord; but the Lord was not in*theAfind: and 
after the wind an earthquake ; but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake ; 

12 And after the earthquake a fire ; but the Lord was not 
in the fire : and after the fire a still small voice. 

' 18 And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his 
face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in 
ot the cave. And, behold, thei'e came a voice unto him, and 
said. What doest thou here, Elijah ? 

14 And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord God 
of hosts : because the children of Israel have forsaken thy cove- 
nant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with 
the swonl : and I, even I only, am left : and they seek my life, 
to take it away. 

15 And the Lord said unto him, Go, return on thy way to 
the wilderness of Damascus ; and when thou comest, anoint 
Biiael to be king over Syria. 


Brflicctipks xreoTSf 1 Kikss xtx. — Ahab had snffleient proof by 
the miracle which was performed in the consuming of the sacrifices 
by fire from heaven, that the slaying of Baal's priests was a judg- 
ment immediately from God, and not an unauthorised act upon the 
part of Elijah. By such a miracle, connected withsu^h a judgment, 
lie was loudly and solemnly called ujjon to forsake his idols, and 
return to the worship of Jehovah, Israels God. He, and his 
abandoned queen, were wedded to their idols, and after thorn they 
would go. And after them they did go, to their own destruction. 
They prefbrred weak, dumb idols, which could give them no help, 
before the Most High, who was willing and able to deliver them 
from all their enemies, to beautify them wdth his grace, and at lost 
raise them to his heaven ! 


MlAYEll. 

^ RACIOUS and Holy Spirit, lift our thoughts above sub- 
lunary things, and mercifully dispose our minds to praise 
and adore the glorious and the triune Jehovah. Thou art 
from everlasting God. Long before the lofty skies were spread 
and stretched out like a curtain, thou, O Lord, didst fill the 
throne of thine essential majesty. Myriads of ages before 
the human race existed, or angels sliouted thy praise, thou 
didst live alone in the enjoyment of all thine infinite glory 
and blessedness. Great and glorious and incomprehensible os 
thou art, wc, humble worms of the dust, encouraged by thy 
mercy, approach thy throne, to present our morning prayer 
in the name of Jesus, the Son of thy love, and the Saviour of 
our souls. 

May the mercies of the past night inspire our hearts with 
gratitude, and warm our hearts witli love. Lord, make us thy 
willing, actives zealous, useful, and persevering servants. And 
ill the transactions of this day may the great end of our exist- 
ence, the glory of God, be ever present before our eyes. Give 
us that appropriating faith in Christ, by which wc shall see 
and rejoici; that wc arc not our own, and are therefore sweetly 
constrained to glorify God in our bodies and our spirits, which 
are his. 

May thy gracious blessing accompany the word now read. 
Teach us to read thy word with care, with reverence, with 
faith, and with earnest desire, that the Holy Spirit may render 
the exercises eflbctual in the enlightening of our understand- 
ing, the purifying of our afibetions, and the improvement of 
our hearts. 

May our minds be deeply affected with the malignity of 
sin, which was so extensively manifested by the cruelty and 
idolatry of Jezebel. May sin appear more odious to our minds 
than ever, when we look around us and see its painfully demo- 
ralising effects, not only on the sons, but also on the daughters 
of Adam. 

Lord, sanctify our beloved children and domestics, and may 
they never become the prey of mental passions, or the victim ^ 
bodily lusls. 

Promote grace, O Lord, in tlic hearts of all thy people, 
When tlicy are brought into great difficulties and straits, when 
borne down with accumulated sorrows, suffer them not, like 
thy servant Elijah, to give place to unhallowed fear, to the 
workings of unbelief, or the workings of a murmuring spirit. 
Give them courage and firmness in all their trials, relying on 
an arm of omnipotent grace, confiding in promises of un- 
changing truth, and rejoicing in the unbounded stores of 
Divine goodness. 

Lord, refresh our souls with the bread of life while travelling 
in this wilderness state, and give thine angels charge over us 
in all our wanderings. May the still small voice of the Gospel 
ever comfort us ; and in that voice may we hear the voice of a 
Father and a God. 

May our sins be pardoned, and our prayers answered, foi 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


THIETY-TIIIBD WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


HEAVEN INVISIBLE AND HOLY. 

Jfount PUtuamt. Umvtrsity, HvMtrtfitid. o# m. 

1 T^OR eye hath seen, nor oar has heard, 

Nor sense nor reason known. 

What joys the Father has prepared 
For those that love the Son. 

2 But the good Spirit of the Lord 

Reveals a heaven to come ; 

The beams of glory in his word 
Allure and guide us home. 

8 Pure arc the joys above the sky, 

And all the region peace ; 

No wanton lips, nor envious eye, 

Can see or taste the bliss. 

^ Watts, 105 , B. L 

1 CORINTHIANS 11. 

fVuidom of God in fialvation. 

H OWBEIT we speak wisdom among them that arc perfect : 

yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of 
tliis world, that come to nought : 

7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the 
hidden wisdom^ which God ordained before tlic world unto 
our glory : 

8 Which none of the princes of this world knew : for had 
they known i/, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 

9 But as it is uTitten, Eye hath not seen, nor car heard, 
neither have entered into tlie heart of man, the things whkdi 
God hath prep«ar(.‘d for them that love him. 

10 But God hath revealed them unto ns by his Spirit: for 
the Spirit scarclieth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 

11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the 
spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God 
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but 
the spirit which is of God ; that we might know the things 
that are freely given to us of God. 

13 Which things also wc speak, not in the words which 
man^a wisdom teaeheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth^ 
comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

14 But the natural man reccivetli not the things of the 
Spirit of God ; for they are foolishness urito liirn ; neither can 
he know them^ bcc'ause they arc spiritually discerned. 

15 But he that is spiritual jiidgeth all things, yet he him- 
self is judged of no man. 

10 For who liatli known the mind of the Lord, that he may 
instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ, 

1 CORINTHIANS III. 

Contentiona about Minuten, 

A ND 1, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto 
spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ, 

2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat : for hitherto i 
ye were not able to bear neither yet now are ye able. 

3 For ye are yet carnal : for whereas there is among you j 
envying, and strife, and divisions ; are ye not carnal, and walk ! 
as men ? 

4 For while one saith, I am of Paul ; and anotlier, I a?n of 
Apollos ; arc ye not carnal ? 

5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by 
whom yc believed, even as the Lord gave to every man ? 

6 I have planted, Apollos watered ; but God gave the 
increase. 

7 So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he 
that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. 

RiBVLiBCixoirs VPOH 1 Con. u., nr. — Earthly wisdom is from below— 
a stream flowing from human sources ; saving wisdom is from above 
— an emanation from^ the Sun of righteousness. Earthly wisdom 
has its eye only on time ; spiritual wisdom has its eye on heaven 
snd immortality. The one is flxed on objects which are perishing ; 
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the other is flxed on objects which shall endure for ever. The first 
is directed to honours which are fading like the grass upon the houas 
top ; but the second is directed to a crown of glory, which shall 
never fade away. May this wisdom, so heavenly and Divine, fill 
our souls with its brightness, and adorn our lives with its oelestial 
radiance I If we have this wisdom, we have the mind of Christ, 
and shall at last sit beside him on his throne. Ministers are 
I appointed by Christ for the interest of his Church, and are most 
useful, when viewed in their place, only as means which Christ has 
graciously appointed. 

PRAYER. 

TJ^XALTED Jehovah, thou art the only wise God, and the 
Lord our God. We adore thee in the displays of thy 
wisdom given in creation. The heavens declare the glory of 
thy wisdom, and the earth showeth thy handy-work. We 
adore thee in all the displays of thy wisdom given in provi- 
dence. Day unto day uttercth speech, and night unto night 
dcclareth knowledge of thee. But we adore thee in the richer 
displays of thy wisdom given in the contrivance of salvation 
by the incarnation, obedience, sufferings, and death of thy 
well-beloved and only-begotten Son. When we think of thy 
deep and wonderful design respecting the deliverance of a lost 
world, we would exclaim, in the language of the Apostle, For 
who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct 
him? or who hath been his consellor? Thy wisdom is a 
Divine and boundless sea, wliich flows too deep to be sounded 
by the conceptions of men. 

Loud, we confess the natural and practical depravity of the 
heart of man. Wc acknowledge the correctness of the melan- 
choly picture which the Apostle has given of the degenerate 
mind of man : The natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God : for they are foolishness unto him : neither 
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
Teach us, O Lord, to receive the things of the Spirit of God ; 
even those spiritual doctrines which the Spirit presents before 
us ‘in the Scriptures, and those spiritual blessings which he 
kindly ofiers in a prcaclied Gospel. May we no longer look 
upon these spiritual doctrines and blessings as foolishness. 
Open our eyes to sec tlicir incalculable value, and may wo 
receive and enjoy them as an invaluable inheritance. 

We thank our God for the blessed Gospel, which makes 
known to us the wisdom of God in our salvation, whicli is the 
wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom which 
God ordained before the world Ijcgau. O teach us to see that 
the contrivance of the scheme of salvation is the very master- 
piece, yea, tlie most glorious manifestation of Divine wisdom 
ever given to created intelligences. 

We praise thee, O Lord, for the glory and felicity of the 
heavenly world, which is a blessed part of the consequences 
M'hich follow tlio accomplishment of the scheme of mercy. 
Wc rejoice that thou hast prepared for thy people beyond the 
grave an itihcritaricc exceeding in glory and ricliness the 
utmost compreliensiou of the imagination of man. We 
thee that thou hast prepared for thnm that love thee, ^at 
eye hath not seen, what ear hath riot heard, and what has not 
entered into the heart of man to conceive. t 

O Lord, fill the hearts of our dear children with the love qf 
Christ and with the love of heaven. May they often think qf 
the purity and the joys of heaven, and now begin the journey 
to that celestial world. 

Comfort the pious poor with the hopes of the unseen 
inheritance laid up in heaven, and convince them that their 
present poverty will in some measure enhance the ei\joyment 
of the heavenly blessedness. 

We commit ourselves to the gr^ious core of our heaven^ 
Father this night, and all wc ask is for our great IBiedMmwn 
sake. Amen. 


THIETY-THIRD WEEK.--THURSDAY MORNING. 


VJLNITY OP THE WORLD. 
XendaU. Itratl. New York. 

1 TK Tain tho giddy world inquires^ 

^ For^tful of their Qod> 

Who will supply our vast desires, 

Or show us any good ? 

2 Through the wide circuit of the earth 

Their eager wishes rove, 

In chase of honour, wealth, and mirth, 
The phantoms of their love. 

8 Lord, from this world call off my love, 
Set my affections right ; 

Bid me aspire to joys above. 

And walk no more by sight. 


c. sr. 


Stbnnktt. 


1 KINGS XXI. 

Akcih ooveta NahM$ Vineyard, 

A ND it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the 
Jezreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard by 
the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. 

2 And Ahab spake unto Naljoth, saying. Give me thy vine- 
yard, that I. may have it for a garden of herbs, because it is 
near unto my house ; and I will give thee for it a better vine- 
yard than it ; or, if it seem good to thee, I will give thee the 
worth of it in money. 

8 And Naboth said to Ahab, The Lord forbid it me, that 
I should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee. 

4 And Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased, 
because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken 
to him ; for he had said, I will not give thee the inheritance 
of my fathers. And he laid him down upon his bed, and 
turned away his face, and would eat no bread. 

6 But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto him, 
Why is thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread ? 

6 And he said unto her. Because I spake unto Naboth 
the Jezreelite, and said unto him, Give me thy vineyard for 
money ; or else, if it please thee, I will give thee another vine- 
yard for it ; and he answered, I will not give thee my vineyard. 

7 And Jezebel his wife said unto him. Dost thou now 
govern the kingdom of Israel? arise, and eat bread, and let 
thine heart be merry : I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth 
the Jezreelite. 

8 So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, and sealed them 
with his seal, and sent the letters unto the elders and to the 
nobles that were in his city, dwelling with Naboth. 

9 And she wrote in the letters, saying. Proclaim a fast, and 
set Naboth on high among tho people : 

10 And set two men, sons of Belial, before him, to bear wit- 
ness against him, saying. Thou didst blaspheme God and the 
king. And then carry him out, and stone him, that he may die. 

11 And the men of his city, even the ciders and the nobles 
who were the inhabitants in his city, did as Jezebel had sent 
unto them, and as it was written in the letters which she had 
sent unto them : 

12 They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth on high among 
the people. 

18 And there came in two men, children of Belial, and sat 
before him: and the men of Belial witnessed against him, 
even against Naboth, in the presence of the people, saying, 
Naboth did blaspheme God and the king. .Then they carried 
him forth out of the city, and stoned him with stones, that 
he died. 

14 Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is stoned, 


dead. 


'And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth 
was stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, Arhe, 
taka posaession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezrwlite, 
which he refused to give thee for money : for Naboth is not 
oRve butdeaA 


RzrLEOTioirs uroK 1 Kings aoci.—No evil can arise from the pos- 
session of grace, or from being heirs of a heavenly inheritaaco. In 
Naboth’s tragi^ case, we see that earthly possessions often prove 
sources of the greatest calamities, and excite the enmity of the 
covetous, who will commit the most unseemly and repulsive crimes 
to become unjustly possessed of the property of others. Naboth 
may have considered his paternal estate enhanced in value, by being 
situated near the abode of royalty: whereas' this ver\^ circumstance 
was tho occasion of the loss of his property, and the loss of his life. 
IJncertainty is written on all earthly possessions, in language the 
most solemn, luminous, and distinct. 0 let us not then place our 
hearts on that which is not ! But what do we see written upon the 
bequeathed inheritance of tlie redeemed of God? We read these 
words, brighter than burnished gold, ** Incorruptible, uiidefilcd, and 
that which fadeth not away.” 




w\ 


PRAYER. 

2 adore thee, O Lord our God, as holy, just, and true. 
We desire to stand in awe of thee, most mighty Jehovah, 
when wc think of thy justice and thy terrible majesty. Thou 
art the witness of the crimes, the cruelty, and the oppression 
which stain the government of the unjust rulers of the earth ; 
and as thou didst punish Aliab and Jezebel for their covetous- 
ness, their cruelty, and their pride, so thou wilt bring down 
the iron rod of thy vengeance upon the heads of all the tyran- 
nical oppressors of the children of men. Wc adore aiid fear, 
for thou, O Lord our God, ai*t a consuming fire to thine 
obstinate and impenitent foes. O who can abide the fierce- 
ness of thine indignation ! 

We desire with humility and contrition to confess that we 
deserve thine anger, and that we have no claims on thy inercy. 
When we think of tiu: multitude and the aggravation of our 
iniquities, we have reason to wonder that long ere now the 
cup of wrath has not been put into our band. Holy Spirit, 
give us evangelical repentance, and enrich our minds with 
that faith in (Christ’s atoning sacrifice by which we shall see 
that all our sins are forgiven, and that a gracious and pro- 
pitiated judge has pronouncerl upon us a blessed sentence of 
justification, by which the debt of our guilt is for ever can- 
celled. 

We thank thee, gracious Father, that, during the darkness 
and silence of the past night, thou didst not visit us with the 
punishment of our sins. We thank thee that the angel of 
death was not sent to convey us unprepared into the world 
of spirits. Wc seek thy fatherly smiles this day: may we 
walk in thy fear and in thy love all the day long. May we 
walk, not after the flesh, but after the spirit. 

As Naboth resisted the temptation to surrender his paternal 
inheritance, may we be enabled to resist every temptation to 
surrender our souls to the lust of the eye, the lust oi the flesh, 
or the pride of life. 

When our dear children may be hard pressed by the allure- 
ments of the tempter, may they say in the language of Naboth, 
The Lord forbid it me ! and may they lift up their eyes to 
Christ for help. 

Preserve us, O Lord, from the sin of covetousness, of which 
we have read so melancholy and appalling a display. Give 
us grace to check the very earliest risirjg in our bosom of an 
unhallowed love of earthly olj^ects. If there arc any of ua, 
or of our beloved relatives, under the influence of a covetous 
heart, may we remember that the Lord abhors the covetous. 
O suffer us to remain no longer under the dominion of a 
disposition which secures the abhorrence of Jehovah. Teach 
all of \i8 to covet earnestly the best gift, even Jesus, and aR 
the blessings of his purchase. So earnestly may we seek this 
great gift, that we shall be ready to exclaim, Give me Jesus, 
else I die. 

May all our sins be pardoned, and our humble petitions 
aiuiwered, for Jesus’ sake, our God and Saviour. Amen. 

8 K 
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THIRTY-THIRD WEEK.— THURSDAY EVfiNHC0. 


CHRISTIAN TRKABXrRE. 

Samaria. StanU^f. PartugaL R. 

1 IT OW vast the treasure we possess ! . 

How rich thy bounty, Kong of grace ! 

This world is ours, and worlds to come : 

Earth is our lodge, and heaven our homo. 

2 All things are ours, the gifts of God, 

The purchase of a Saviour’s blood : 

While the good spirit shows us how 
To use and to improve them too. 

a If peace and plenty crown my days, 

They help me, Lord, to ^eak thy praise; 

If bread of sorrows be my food. 

Those sorrows work my lasting good. 

4 1 would not clinngc my blest estate 
For all the w'oiid (aills good or great : 

And while my faith can keep her liold, 

I envy not the sinucr^s gold. 

WikTTS, 43, B, I. 

1 CORINTHIANS III. 

InluTitanae of the Saints. 

“VT OW he that plantcth and lie that watereth are one : and 
aY every man shall receive his own reward according to liis 
own labour. 

9 For wo are labourers together with God : yc are God’s 
husbandry, ye are God’s building. 

10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, 
as a wise master-builder, I have laid the foundation, and 
another buildeth thereon. Hut let every man take heed how 
he buildetli thereupon. 

11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid^ 
which is Jesus Christ. 

12 Now, if any man build upon ibis foundation, gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble ; 

13 Every man’s work sliall be made manifest : for the day 
shall declare it, because it sliall be revealed by fire; and the 
fire shall try every man’s work of wliat sort it is. 

14 If any man’s work aliide, which he hath built there- 
upon, he shall receive a reward. 

16 If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: 
but he himself shall be saved ; yet so as by fire. 

16 Know ye not that ye are llic temple of God, and //^«/ 
the Spirit of God dwelletli in you Y 

17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God 
destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple yc are. 

18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you 
seemeth to be wise in tliis world, let him become a fool, that 
he may be wise. 

19 For tlie wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. 
For it is written, lie taketh the wise in their own craftiness. 

20 And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, 
that they are vain. 

21 Therefore let no man glory in men. For iiill things ore 
yours ; 

22 Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or 
life, or death, or things present, or things to come ; all are 
yours; 

23 And yc are Christ’s ; and Christ 13 God’s. 


RErLBcnoKs xrpoir 1 Coe. ni. — What a lovely plantation is the 
Church ! — filled with evergreens which shall never wither, and with 
tr^ of righteousness which shall never be plucked up by the roots. 
Pious parentSi teachers, and ministers, are engaged by the King and 
Head of the Church, in watching over the interests of this spiritual 
garden. Blessed are who are instrumental in training up plants 
for tbs heavenly paradise to fiourish in immortal bloom, and exhale 
4d8 


the iVagranoe of Divine grace, for ever and ever. Ihui they ara I 
fellow- workers with Christ, Umu^ ho stands in no need of tiieir ! 
aid ; thus they become sharers with Christ in his honour, andjaenr- 
tokers with Christ in his blessedness. Important question ! — ^What ; 
are wc doing in Christ’s service, and the mterests of his kingdom? 
Arc wo labourers or loiterers ? Christ’s servants are rich, beyond 
the princes of the earth. All things are theirs— grace here, and glory 

hereafter. wwv -u^uu^- 

I PRAYER. 

X^E assemble, O Lord our God, to worship thy great and 
i ▼ ▼ glorious name. Thou art a spirit, ana thou wilt only 
I accept spiritual worship. Holy Ghost, mercifully teach us to 
worship God in spirit and iu truth. Ever may we worship 
thee in a spiritual manner, from spiritual motives, and for 
spiritual ends. We adore thee as unspotted in thy holiness, 
whose pure essence is invisible to mortal eyes. Thou art 
from everlasting to everlasting, the infinite, the good, the 
only wise. 

We present before thee the humble tribute of our praise for 
the supply of our wants this day, and for any degree of assist- 
ance communicated in the various duties in which we have 
been engaged. We thank our God, the Father of mercies, 
for the continuance of our reason, and that we are not in the 
situation of many, who, by the suspension of their -rational 
powers, are a terror to themselves and all around them. We 
look up to thee our God for the continuance of thy gracious 
protection this night, and pray that the blessing of sleep may I 
be given to these dying tabernacles of dust. Keep thy kina ‘ 
arras around all our relatives and friends, and may they be J 
brought within the bonds of the covenant of grace, and 
enriched with the sure mercies of David. 

Wc thank God for the sacred truths we have now read 
respecting the ministerial office, respecting Christ the great 
foundation, and respecting the rich and imperishable inherit- 
apee of the saints. 

Make thy ministers very successful in planting trees of 
righteousness in the garden of thy Church. When they sow 
the good seed of the Word upon the minds of men, may it be 
watered by the influences of the Holy Spirit, without which 
tby servants must plant in vain and labour in vain. 

*Wc adore thy condescension and grace, thou King and 
Head of the Church, in making men fellow-workers with 
thyself. O that each one of us, in our various spheres, 
may be labourers together with God, in seeking the salvation 
of souls, and advancing the pfosperity of the kingdom of 
Christ. 

Lord, bless our beloved minister, who labours among us in 
word and doctrine; and make him a wise master-builder, 
and greatly successful in adding many living stones to that 
sacred temple, the Church, of which Jesus is the chief corner- 
stone. 

O Lord, separate our beloved children and servants Jrom 
the rude quarry of nature; polish them by thy ^ace; and 
may they form a part of thy buildings the Chur^, 

God forbid that any of us should reject Christ, who is the ‘ 
only foundation laid in Zion. O Jesus, we would cast off our 
own pretended righteousness, which is no righteousness, and 
we desire, through the Spirit, to build all our hopes of ao* 
ceptance, pardon, and heaven on thee as the only foundation. 
Make all of us thy temples, and may we find of a truth tiiat 
the Spirit of God dweileth in us. 

Comfort thy poor and indigent saints with the deli|^ifid 
conviction that they have a rich and im^rishalde inheritmoe : , 
and that all things are theirs ; that they are Christis j and 
Christ is God’s. 

Mercifully pardon the sins and bear the mraTera of i 
humble petitioners, for our dear Redeemer’s sm, Amam 


THIEiy-THIED WBBK-— FEIDAY MORNING. 


VEAXm Of TBS VHOOlfVXKTBD. 

Mlmdm. Btikiflm Sirmmi. bBr 

I *WOw in the heat of yonthfhl blood 
Bemember your Creator, God ; 

Behold, the mouths come hastening on, 

When you shall say, Our joys arc gone ! 
d Behdd, the aged sinner goes, 

Laden with guilt and heavy woes, 

Bown to the regions of the dead, 

With endless curses on his head. 

3 The dust returns to dust again, 

The soul in agonies of pain 
Ascends to G^, not there to dwell, 

But hears her doom and sinks to hell. 

Watts, 91, B . i , 

2 KINGS I. 

Beatruction of Peraecwlort. 

npIIEN Moab rebelled against Israel after the death of 
JL Ahab. 

S And Ahaziah fell down through a lattice in his upper 
chamber that was in Samaria, and was sick; and lie sent 
messengers, and said unto them, Go, enquire of Baal-zebub 
the god of Ekron whether 1 siiall recover of this diseases 

8 But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, 
Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, 
and say unto them, Is it not because there is not a God in 
Israel, that ye go to enquire of Baal-zebub the God of Ekroii? 

4 Now therefore thus saith the Lord, Thou shalt not come 
down Ifrom that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt 
surely die. And Elijah departed. 

5 And when the messengers turned back unto him, he said 
unto them. Why are ye now turned back ? 

6 And they said unto him, there came a man up to meet 
us, and said unto us, Go, turn again unto the king that sent 
you, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lorii, Is it not because 
there is not a God in Israel, that thou seudest to enquire of 
Baal-^zebub the God of Ekron ? therefore thou shalt not come 
down from that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt 
surely die. 

7 And ho said unto them, What manner of man was he 
which came up to meet you, and told you these words ? 

8 And they answered him. He was an hairy man, and girt 
with a girdle of leather about his loins. And he said. It is 
Elijah the Tishbite. 

9 Then the king sent unto him a captain of fifty with his 
fifty. And he went up to him : and, behold, he sat on the 
top of an hill. And ho spake unto him. Thou man of God, 
the king hath said, Come down. 

10 And Elijah answered and said to the captain of fifty, 
If I a man of God, then let fire come down from heaven, 
an d consume thee and thy fifty. And there came down fire 
from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty. 

11 Again also he sent unto him another captain of fifty 
with his fifty. And he answered and said unto him, O man 
of God, thus hath the king said, Come down quickly. 

12 And Elijah answered and said unto them, If I a man 
of Gh>d, let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee 
and thy fifty. And the fire of God came down from heaven, 
and consumed him and his fifty. 

18 And he sent again a captain of the third fifty with his 
fifty. And the third captain of fifty went up, and came and 
fiill on his knees before Elijah, ana besought him, and said 
imte him, O of God, 1 pray thee, let my life, and the 
these fifty thy servants, be precious in thy sight, 

14 Behold, there came fire down from heaven, and bmrnt 
im the two captMne of the former fifties with their fifties : 
^eiefore let my lifis now be precious in thy tight. 

16 And the angel of the Loan said unto SHjab, Go down 


with him : be not afraid of him. And he arose, and went 
down with him unto the king. 

17 So he died according to the word of the Lord which 
Elijah had spoken. And Jehoram reined in his stead in the 
second year of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of 
Judah; because he had no son. 

Beflrctions upon 2 Kings i. — When kings cast off thoir ollogiance 
to God, they may road their sin in thoir punishment, when their 
tributaries and subjects oast off allegianco to them. Ahaziali; in the 
time of health, was without tho comforts of religion, and in his 
affliction, and in tho prospect of his dissolution, was destitute of all 
the consolations which religion could ailbrd. In the article of death, 
royal splendour is of no avail ; Christ and his righteousness alone can 
inspire tho soul with peace and joy. 

PRAYEB. 

X>RAISE to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, that we are 
thy preserved worshippers, that no evil lias befallen us 
during the past night, and that we arc permitted, in tlie name 
of our adorable High- Priest, to approach the tlirone of Divine 
grace. We acknowledge thee, O Lord, as the immutable 
Jehovah. Thy nature, perfections, glory, blessed tiess, and 
purposes, have never experienced, can never experience, the 
slightest change. While nature changes, and while her works 
corrupt, decay, dissolve, and die, thy pure essence, O Lord, 
remains immutable, and secure of immortality. 

May tby gracious Spirit sanctify and apply to our hearts 
the reading of the Holy Scriptures. As we continue reading 
the sacred volume, may we discern increasing beauty in its 
doctrines, its precepts, and its promises. 

Lord, liless to our minds what we have now read of the 
sickness and death of a graceless and idolatrous prince. When 
we arc visited, in thy sovereign providence, with bodily suffer- 
ing, or any other atuiction, may we enjoy the sweet consola- 
tions of religion, may we have clear views of tliy wise and 
gracious purposes respecting us, and may our minds be 
soothed and comforted with that peace of conscience which 
flows from a lively faith in Christ the propitiation. May wa 
never, like Ahaziah, in the day of suffering, apply to improper 
sources for help. God forbid that we should prefer the broken 
cistern that holds no water, to Jesus, the living fountain, 
whence streams of blessings flow for ever. 

In all our afflictions, may we remember, and may we re- 
joice, that there is a God in Israel, a new covenant God, a 
God of boundless mercy and compassion, and a God near at 
hand, and not far off. In tlie time of health may we enjoy 
constant intercourse with Israel’s God, and exercise constant 
dcpendance on Israel’s God ; then we shall sing triumphantly, 
when the storms of outward adversity howl around us, God 
is our refuge and our strength, a very present help in time of 
trouble. 

If it is thy will^ 0 Lord, that our dear children should meet 
with bodily affliction in their early days, may they find it good 
to hear the yoke tn their youth, 

0 Lord, we adore thee in the exercise of thy righteous 
vengeance, in commanding fire to descend from heaven to 
destroy those men who had been persecutors of thy cause and 
people. If any of our beloved friends and relatives are not on 
the Lord’s side, open their eyes to see the danger of living 
constantly exposed to the Divine displeasure. Bring to their 
remembrance the doom of thiue enemies at death, who shall 
be cast into hell, with all the nations that forget God. O 
heavenly Father, may the death of Ahasiah convince us of 
the impeurtanoe of being prepared to die, by iiaving our faith 
ploo^ on Jesus, the only conqueror of death. 

Lord, give us tby gracious aid in the duties of the day, and 
hear our prayers, for Jeatia our blessed Saviour’s sake. Amem 
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THIRTY-THIRD WEEK.— FRIDAY EVENING. 


KlNIBTXll'a WISH FOR HIS FEOFLR. 
Charity. Warminster, MagdaUn. 

1 TITY brethren, from my heart beloved, 

IfX welfare fillH my daily care, 

My present joy, my future crown, 

The word of cxliortation hear. 

2 Stand fast upon the solid rock 

Of the Redeemer’s righteousness : 
Adorn the gospel with your lives, 

And practise what your lips profess. 

3 With pleasure meditate the hour, 

When he, descending from the skies, 
Shall bid your bodies mean and vile, 

In his all-glorious image rise. 


Gibbons. 


1 CORINTHIANS IV. 

Sufferings of Apostles. 

L et a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, 
atid stewards of the mysteries of God. 

2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found 
faithful. 

3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be 
judged of you, or of man^s judgment : yea, I judge not mine 
own self. 

4 For I know nothing by myself ; yet am I not hereby 
justified : but he that judgeth me is the Lord. 

5 Therefore judge nothing before tlic time, until the Lord 
come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of dark- 
ness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts : and 
then shall every man have praise of God. 

6 And these things, brethren, 1 have in a figure transferred 
to myself and to Apollos for your sakes ; that ye might learn 
in us not to think of men above that which is written, that no 
one of you be puffed up for one against another. 

7 For who maketh thee to differ from another? and 
what hast thou that thou didst not receive ? Now if thou 
didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not 
received it ? 

8 Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings 
without us: and I would to God ye did reign, that we also 
might reign with you. 

9 For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, 
as it were appointed to death : for we arc made a spectacle 
unto the world, and to angels, and to men. 

10 We are fools for Christ’s sake, but ye are wise in Christ ; 
we are weak, but ye are strong ; ye are honourable, but wc are 
despised. 

11 Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, 
and are naked, and arc buffeted, and have no certain dwelling- 
place ; 

12 And labour, working with our own hands : being reviled, 
we bless : being persecuted, we suffer it : 

18 Being defamed, we entreat; wc are made as the filth 
of the earth, and are the offscouring of all things unto this 
day. 

. 14 I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved 
sons I warn you. 

15 For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, 
yet have ye not many fathers : for in Christ Jesus I have 
begotten you through the Gospel. 

16 Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me. 

17 For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is 
my beloved son, and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you 
into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach 
everywhere in cveiy church. j 

30 For the kingdom of Ood ia not in word, but in power. 


Rbflbotioks upon 1 Cob. iv.-— The office of Oie ministry cannot 
be too highly estimated by the people of Ood. For their soke, men 
of like passions and infirmiues with themselves are placed in 
circumstances of the greatest responsibility; and a trust is com- 
mitted to their hands, of such magnitude and importance, as is quite 
sufficient to impress an angel’s mind with solemnity. How much 
then the heralds of salvation need the help, and enoouragment 
of the prayers of the loving and believing members of the ^uroh 
of Christ ! Ministers are peculiarly stewards. But every individual 
believer is also a steward. He is required to watch over his own 
soul, over the souls all oommitted to his charge, in consequence 
of tfie various relations he is called to fill in society and in the 
Church of Christ. May Uie Ixoly Spirit make us faithfhl to our 
trust. 0 how delightful to hear our Saviour thus address us in 
loving accents, when our stewardship shall come to a close : Well 
done, good and faithful servant; enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord ! ” 

PRAYER. 

T||^E bless thee, O Lord our God, that notwithstanding the 
sins and provocations of the past day, we are graciously 
permitted to lift up our eyes to thee at this time, as our Father 
who art in heaven. Enable us. Holy Spirit, under a gVateful 
sense of the unmerited goodness we have experienced this 
day, to approach the throne of grace and present our evening 
sacrifice. 

We adore thee, O Lord, as the infinitely glorious I am. 
There is none like unto thee among the greatest and the best 
of human beings ; and such is thy glory, that there are none 
among the archangels worthy to be compared unto thee. 

We thank thcc, O Lord, for all the rich privileges we enjoy 
in the Christian and New Testament Church. We bless thee 
for the Gospel, and tiiat thou hast entrusted the sacred oracles 
to ministers, who are men of like passions with ourselves, and 
who can sympathise with us, not only in the bodily afflictions 
to which we are exposed, but also in the mental weaknesses, 
infirmities, and sorrows, with which we may be tried. 

Have mercy on all thy stewards, of every name, and of every 
denomination in thy Church, and make them faithful. Make 
them faithful to their Divine Master, whose name they bear, 
faithful to that Divine cause in which they are embarked, and 
faithful to the souls of men, whom they profess to love. Affect 
their minds with the prospect of that judgment-day, when they 
must give an account of their stewardship. May they consider 
the favourable opinon of man as nothing without the accept- 
ance and approbation of God. May our beloved minister, at 
the last day, be enabled to give an account of his stewardship 
with joy, and not with grief. O that all our family may be 
found with him at the right hand of the judge, and hear a 
sentence pronounced upon us which will acquit us in the pre- 
sence of an assembled world, and welcome us to the mansions 
of the blessed. 

Affect the minds of our dear children and domestics with 
the prospect of the judgment-day, that great and awful day, 
that day for which every other day was made. 

If any of us are made partakers of Divine grace, preserve us 
from spiritual pride, remembering that grace has made us to 
differ ; and that all we possess is what wc have received. Gra- 
ciously animate us with the same mind which dwelt in thine 
Apostle. Like him, may we not only be zealous for the glory 
of God, but, if our heavenly Father should require, may we be 
willing to endure hunger, and thirst, and buffeting, and exile, 
and reproach, for the furtherance of a blessed Gospel. Teach 
us, ^acious God, to be followers of those who, after a life <A 
distinguished piety and zeal, are now inlmriting the promises. 
Like them, may we live by faith, and at last die in. peace. 

We humbly seek the care and guardianship of our heavenly 
Father this night. Hear our feeble prayers, for JmoM* sake, 
our glorious Advocate. Amen. 


THIRTY-THIRD WEEK.— SATURDAY MORNING. 


saints’ FAEEWSLL. 
JUnffwould, Alie Stmt. 

1 ^T'HY presence, everlasting God !. 

' A o'er all nature spreads abroad ; 
Thy watchM eyes, which cannot sleep, 
In every place thy children keep. 

2 While near each other we remain. 

Thou dost our lives and souls sustain : 
When absent, happy if wo share 

Thy smiles, thy counsels, and thy care. 

8 To thee wo all our ways commit, 

''And seek our comforts near thy feet; 
Still on our souls vouchsafe to shine, 

And guard and guide us still as thine. 


DODDRtOOiC. 


2 KINGS 11. 

JSlya^i, translatfd to Heaven, 

A ND it came to pass, when the Lord would take up Elijah 
i^to heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went witli Elisha 
from Gilgal. 

2 And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; 
for the Lord hath sent me to Beth-el. And Elisha said unto 
him, As the Lord liveth, and aa thy soul liveth, 1 will not 
leave thee. So they went down to Beth-el. 

3 And the sons of the prophets that were at Beth-cl came 
forth to Elisha, and said unto him, K no west thou that the 
Lord will take away thy master from thy head to day ? And 
he said. Yea, I know it ; hold ye your peace. 

4 And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray 
thee; for the Lord hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, 
Aa the Lord liveth, and ns thy soul liveth, I will not leave 
thee. So they came to Jericho. 

5 And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came 
to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Lord 
will take away thy master from thy head to day ? And he 
answered, Yea, I know it ; hold ye your peace. 

6 And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; for 
the Lord hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, Aa the 
Lord liveth, and aa thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. 
And they two went on. 

7 And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and 
itood to view afar oflf; and they two stood by Jordan. 

8 And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, 
and smote the waters, and they were divicled hither and 
thither, so that they two went over on dry ground. 

9 And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that 
Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before 
I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, 1 pray thee, 
let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. 

10 And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing : nevertheless, 
if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto 
thee ; but if not, it shall not be ao. 

11 And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, 
that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of 
fire, and parted them both asunder ; and Elijah went up by a 
whirlwind into heaven. 

12 And Elisha saw it, and he cried. My father, my father, 
the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw 
him no more : and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent 
them in two pieces. 

18 He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from 
him, and went back, and stood by the bank of Jordan ; 

14 And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, 
and smote the waters, and said, Where is the Lord God of 
Elijah ? And when he also had smitten the waters, they 
par^ hither and thither : and Elisha went over. 

16 And when the sons of the propliets which were to view 
at Jericho aaw him, they said, The spirit of Elijjah doth rest i 


on Elisha. And they came to meet him, and bowed them* 
selves to the ground before him. 

Reflections upon 2 Kings n. — The lovo and unity of the saints 
are always lovely; but when they are about to be separated by death 
these shine with peculiar splendour, and appear arrayed in peculiar 
comeliness. On earth believers are united by close, intimate, sacred, 
and endearing tics. They cannot bo dissolved by death. That event 
can only interrupt their fellowship for a season ; it shall bo resumed 
in heaven, to be interrupted no more for ever. How sublime and 
glorious, honourable and blessed, the translation of the prophet 
Elijah to heaven ! What a signal display of Jehovah's approbation 
and love ! And what a loud call to idolatrous Israel to return to 
the allegiance and worship of Israel’s God ! In this great event we 
have a typical representation of the ascension of Christ, ‘*Who 
ascended up on high, who led captivity captive, and who received 
gifts for men.” 

PRAYER. 

"I/FERCIEUL Hearer of prayer, we adore thee as the infi- 
nitely blessed and incomprehensible Lord God, our God. 
Though exalted angels are more extensively acquainted with 
thy perfections and glory than the wisest of human beings on 
earth, still thy perfections and purposes arc as incomprehen- 
sible to them as the most ignorant of the children of men. 
Adorable Jehovah, thou art only known to thyself, and thou 
canst only be known by thyself. 

We lift up, O Lord, the voice of gratitude and praise for 
the continuation of thy providential kindness and protection 
during the past night. O deliver m from a spirit of insen- 
sibility under thine abundant and unmerited goodness ! Lift 
upon us, heavenly Father, the light of thy countenance, in 
the performance of all the duties of this day. May we per- 
form spiritual duties in a spiritual, holy manner ; and may a 
holy, spiritual feeling inflluenee our minds, in all our worldly 
employments. May the apostolical advice sink deep into our 
hearts, and accompany us throughout the whole journey of 
life. Whether ye cat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God. 

We thank thee. Holy Spirit of inspiration, for the interest- 
ing portion of history wo have now read. We supplicate thy 
blessing. We adore thee in the display of thy gracious 
sovereignty, given, by conveying Elijah, thine honoured and 
faithful servant, to heaven, without tasting of death. We 
praise thee for this very remarkable testimony given to idola- 
trous Israel of the truth of all thy prophet proclaimed respect- 
ing the abominations of idolatry, and the w^orship of thyself 
as the true Jehovah, aiul the only legitimate object of religious 
homage and adoration. 

AVe rejoice that, though thy people cannot enter heaven 
without tasting of death, yet they are already delivered from 
the guilt of sin, which is death's most formidable sting. We 
rejoice that, though they shall not be conveyed through the 
sky by a chariot of fire and horses of fire, their happy, dis- 
embodied spirits shall be conveyed to the glorious portals of 
the New Jerusalem in the chariot of the covenant of grace. 

Sanctify to us, O Lord, the death of pious friends and 
useful ministers. May we, their survivors, be clothed with 
their mantle; and, when we come to the Jordan of death, 
may wc find the waters divided by the righteousness of Christ, 
and may we pass through dry-shod. 

If our dear children survive us in this vale of tears, map 
they be prepared for the solemn separation ; and when we are 
gone, may they find thee to be their Father and their God. 

Gracious God, may we, and all our friends, when this life 
comes to a close, meet joyfully in the heavenly world, to sing 
thy praise and enjoy thy love for ever and ever. Lord, hear 
our prayers, for the sake of Jesus, who is worthy of our adora« 
tion and praises. Amen. 


THIETY-THIED WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENING. 


SUMINOa or rRIBNDSBIf. 

DMim. John*t* i29ira 

1 TJOW pleasant 'tis to see 

Kindreds and friends agree. 

Each in their proper stations move, 

And ottch fulfil their part, 

"With sympathising heart, 

In all the cares of life and love. 

2 ^Tis like the ointment shed 
On Aaron’s sacred head, 

Divinely rich, divinely sweet ; 

The oil through all the room 
Diffused a choice perfume. 

Thin through his robes, and blest his feet. 

Watts, Pi . 13 a. 

1 CORINTHIANS VI. 

Holincm. 

D are any of you, having a matter against another, go to 
law before the unjust, and not before the saints? 

2 Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? 
and if the world shall be judged by you, arc yc unworthy to 
judge the smallest matters ? 

3 Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much 
more things that pertain to tliis life ? 

4 If then ye have judgments of tilings pertaining to this 
life, set them to judge who are least esteemed in the church. 

7 Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because 
ye go to law one with another. Why do yc not rather take 
wrong ? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded ? 
8 Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, aud tliat^owr brethren. 

9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God ? Be not deceived : ncitlier fornicators, nor 
ido&ters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of them- 
selves with mankind, 

10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 

11 And such were some of you : but ye are washed, but ye 
are sanctified, but yc arc justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

12 All thiugs are lawful unto me, but all things are not 
expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be 
brought under the power of any. 

18 Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats : but God 
shall destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for 
fornication, but for the Lord ; and the Lord for the body. 

14 And God hath both raised up the Lord, aud will also 
raise up us by his owui {)ower. 

15 Know ye not that your bodies are the members of 
Christ? shall I then take the members of Christ, aud make 
lAem the members of an harlot? God forbid. 

16 What? know yc not that he which is joined to an 
harlot is one body ? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh. 

17 But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. 

18 Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is with- 
out the body ; but be that cominittetb fornication sinneth 
against his own body. 

19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of 
the Holy Ghost w/iicA is in you, which ye have of God, and 
ye are not your own ? 

20 For ye are bought with a price ; therefore glorify God 
in your body, aud in your spirit, which are God^s. 

Bbflxotions upon 1 C(»R. VI. — Generally, legal litigations may be 
traced to corrupt passions. How important, then, it is to seek 
ggaoe to expel from our bosoms pride, envy, jealousy, and malice ! 
How important to supplicate the Holy Spirit to fill our souls with 
Christian love, that this noble and Divine grace may fill the throne 
of our heart! Thus animosity and strife would cease to exist, and 
our holy, peaceful, loving lives, would become an epitome and pre- 
lude of heavenly bliss. They who love their neighbour as sinoetely 
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as they love themselves, bear upon their heart the imege of Jeeuat 
and carry about with them in their bosom a heavenly treasure^ of 
holy principles, affections, and emotions, which are a preparation 
for heaven, and a most delightful foretaste of its joys. On the other 
hand, how fearful the state of tlioso who are the slaves of their 
passions, corruptions, and lusts. These form a diuadful wall of 
separation betwixt God and the soul, unfit for glorifying and enjoy- 
ing God on earth ; and, alas ! prepare for that world of endless woe, 
the misery of which is enhanced oy the unrestrained and unsubdued 
reign of these passions in the soul. 0 how blessed ^ they who are 
renewed by Divine grace, in whose soul the dominion of sin has 
ceased, and where grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life! 

PRAYER. 

TpATHER of mercies, and God of our salvation, we adore 
thee as the God of peace. Thou art the God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant. Blessed Jesus, we adore thee as the Prince of 
peace ; thou art our peace, who hath reconciled God to man 
by satisfying offended justice, and who reconciles man to God 
by taking away the enmity of bis heart, and filling his soul 
with Divine love. Eternal Jehovah, we desire to praise and 
adore thee for thine ancient, infinite, and eternal love. Holy 
Spirit, mercifully and deeply affect us with an admirihg and 
believing view of the saving love of the Father manifested in 
Christ. 

Give us grace, O Lord, at all times, to approach thy throne 
with sentiments of holy and evangelical repentance. Wo 
would mourn over that affecting change which sin has pro- 
duced upon the nature of man. When we look around ns, 
and see the animosity, strife, enmity, jealousy, and envy whioh 
so extensively prevail, what reason have wo to mourn over the 
ravages sin has committed upon the mind and happiness of 
the children of men ! We acknowledge that man is not only 
a practical enemy of the God that made him, and of the 
Saviohr that died to redeem him, but wo lament that the 
character of our race is, They are hateful, and hating one 
another. We would mourn over the consequences of this 
enmity, as they appear in innumerable litigations in courts 
of liuman laws, by which the reputation, property, peace, 
healtli, usefulness, and even souls of vast multitudes, have 
been lost and destroyed. We mourn over the natural and 
family ties which have been torn asunder by legal strife. We 
lament in thy presence, thou God of peace, that many pro*, 
fessed Christians have laid aside the 'Divine principle of love 
which the Gospel breathes, and have gone to law before the 
unjust, aud nut before saints. If there are any families with 
which we are connected afflicted by unhallowed litigation, O 
disappoint the expectation of their unjust adversaries, and suffier 
tbeiri not to be destroyed by the cruel plans of their enemies. 

We praise thee, O Lord, for the everlasting Gospel, which 
is calculated by thy Spirit to renovate the world, to subdue the 
vile and hateful passions of the human mind, and to plaoe the 
I soul under the pacific reign of sacred love. May the Gospel 
soon be universally preached, and its effects universally felt. 

May our beloved children and domestics feel its purifying 
influence. May we and all our relatives experience its sancti* 
fying power. O may we be washed and sanctified and justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the spirit of our God. 
Teach us, O Lord, to flee every lust, aud to perfect holmess 
in the fear of the Lord. We acknowledge, O Lord, that we 
are thine, soul and body ; give us grace to'glorify thee in our 
bodies and our spirits, which are thine. 

We thank our God for the mercies of the week. Miy we 
receive refreshing sleep this night, and be spared to eater pa 
the duties of thy day. All we ask is for Jesus’ sake. May 
the gr^e of the Lora Jesus Christ be with ua all. Ameft. 


UHIETY-FOUETH WEEK.— SABBATH MORNING. 


MUQIIT IN OOD’s COtTETt. 
Jlhmr^i* ITonMn. JMford* 

1 toitly ho'vr lovely is the plaoo 

ivl. To whioh thy God reiorts ! 

^Tib heaven to eee his smiling face, 
Though in his earthly courts. 

S There the great Monarch of the skies 
His saving power displays, 

And ^ht breaks in upon our eyes 
Wiw kind and quickening 'rays. 

3 With his rich gifts the heavenly Dove 
Descends ana dlls the place, 

Whije Christ reveals his wondrous love, 
And sheds abroad his grace. 


Watts, Pi. 84. 


PSALM LXXXIV. 

Love to the Pvhlic Ordinances* 


TTOW amiable ure thy tabernacles, O Lonn of hosts ! 
•*^*2 My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of 
the Loed : my heart and my flesh crietli out for the living 
God. 

8 Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a 
nest for herself, where she may lay her young, even thine 
altars, O Lord of hosts, my King, and my God. 

4 Blessed are they that dwell in thy house : they will be 
still praising thee. Selah. 

5 Blessed U the man whose strength is in thee ; in whose 
heart are the ways of them : 

6 tVho passing through the valley of Baca make it a well ; 
the rain also filleth the pools. 

7 They go from strength to strength, every one of them in 
Zion appeareth before Qod. 

8 0 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer : give ear, 0 God 
of Jacob. Selah. 

9 Behold, O God, our shield, and look upon the face of 
thine anointed. 

10 For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I 
had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to 
dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

11 For the Lord God is a sun and shield : the Lord will 
give grace and glory : no good thiny will he withhold from 
them that walk uprightly. 

12 O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee. 

PSALM LXXXV, 

Ood tJte Deliverer of hie People. 

L ord, thou hast been favourable unto thy land : thou hast 
brought back the captivity of Jacob. 

2 Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people ; thou hast 
covered all their sin. Selah. 

8 Thou hast taken away all thy wrath : thou hast turned 
ihyseU from the fierceness of thine anger. 

4 Turn us, O God of our salvation, and cause thine anger 
toward us to cease. 

6 Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? wilt thou draw out 
thine anger to all generations ? 

6 Wilt thou not revive us again : that thy people may 
rejoice in thee ? 

7 Shew us thy mercy, O Lord, and grant us thy salvation. 
8 I will hear what God the Lord will speak : for he will 
speak peace unto his people, and to his saints : but let them 
not turn again to folly. 

9 Surely. his salvation is nigh them that fear him; that 
gloi^ may dwell in our land. 

BmBouovB vjfoy Fsixic xxxxrv., lxxxv. — Love to the ordi* 
ESEoes of Qed*s house, and enjoyment in their observance, are 
iitisfyiiv evidenoes of a mnewed heart. As the ohild enjoys his 
nuMts’ presence under the parental roof, so believers rejoice in 
CBrdi^s presence in bis sanctuary. As* the child ike distant from 


home longs to return to bis father^s house, to onjoy his parents' 
fellowship and smiles, so tho believer, when at a distance from God’s 
house, longs — yea, earnestly lon^— to return to his heavenly Father's 
courts, that he may hear his voice and enjoy his smiles. Tho men 
of the world may wonder why tho people of Qod cherish sucjh love 
to his sanctuary and worship. It is the wonder of ignorance. It is 
in God's house and in ms worship they enjoy the foretaste of 
heaven — in which they experience joys as far superior to those of 
carnal sense, as tho light of day exceeds the obscurity of night. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, while entering on a new day ana on a 
new week, we would draw near the throne of grace, and 
in the name of Christ we would present our morning sacrifice. 
In the language of Joshua we would resolve, in humble de- 
pendence on the Holy Spirit, whatever others do : As for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord. Heaven grant that all 
our religious services may be accepted in the beloved, and 
that our prayers and praises may come up before God as the 
fragrant incense. 

Wo humbly and joyfully adore thee, most merciful Lord 
God, os a sun and shield ; thou wilt give grace and glory, 
and no good thing wilt thou withhold from them that walk 
uprightly. Thou art the God of salvation, and surely thy 
salvation is nigh unto them that fear thee, that glory may 
dwell in our land. Blessed art thou, O Lord, and blessed are 
all who trust in thee. Wc praise thee that thy blessedness is 
peculiarly manifested and thy blessings richly bestowed in thy 
public courts. We would therefore appropriate the language 
of the Psalmist, and sing, How amiable are thy tabernacles, 
O Lord of hosts 1 Blessed are they that dwell in thy courts ; 
they shall still be praising thee. Selah. 

Wc thank thee, God of grace, and God of ordinances, that 
wc have been preserved through another night, and that we 
have entered upon another hallowed day, another sacred day, 
another day of the Son of man. Give us an ardent love to all 
thine ordinances, and in particular to thy p»iblic courts. God 
forbid that we should ever treat them with indifference or 
neglect. Holy Spirit, mercifully bestow on us such enlarged 
and spiritual views of thy public courts, that we shall sing 
with inward sincerity, A day in thy courts is better than a 
thousand : wc would rather be doorkeepers in the house of 
our God, than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

Give to our children a strong and spiritual attachment to 
thy public courts. 0 may they acquire in early l\fe that love 
to thy house and thine ordinances which will attend them all 
their days. 

We aflectionately pray that a large measure of the influences 
of the Spirit may descend on all thy ministering servants, and 
in particular on thy servant whom thou hast appointed over us 
in the Lord. Give to them all an abundance of the heavenly 
treasure, that the excellency of the power may be of Ood. 

May our rulers feel the influence of Divine truth, and find in 
tliy courts that heavenly grace which will render their authority 
a blessing to those over whom they are required to rule. 

Bless the preached Word to all who Ipve the Lord Jesus 
Christ — to all whose flesh and heart are crying out for the 
living God. May they go from strength to strength, till at 
last they appear before God iu the heavenly Zion. 

Have mercy on unconverted sinners, and may they hear 
savingly what Ood the Lord will say unto them. O speak 
salvation unto them, and let them not return again to folly. 
Comfort the afflicted and aged in their retirements. Now do 
thou enrich them with grace, and animate their souls with the 
delightful prospects of glory beyond the Jord^ of death. 

May our prayers be answei^, and our sins forgiven^ we 
Jesus our Mediator’s sake. Amen. 

Our Fiitber which art in hearen, fta 




THIRTY-FOURTH WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


PRAISE TO OOD. 

Brook Street, SmUhfleld. Newington, 

1 A MONO the princes, eorthly gods, 

There’s none hath power divine; 
Nor is their nature, mighty Lord, 

Nor all their works, like thine. 

2 The nations thou hast made shall bring 

Thedr oiFerings round thy throne ; 
For thou alone dost wondrous things, 
For thou art God alone. 

8 Lonl, I would walk with holy feet ; 
Teach me thint; heavenly ways, 

And my poor scattered thoughts unite 
In God my Futlier’s praise. \ 


Watts, P§. 86. 


PSALM LXXXV. 

Harmony of the Atlributes. 

M ercy and truth are met together; righteousness and 
peace have kissed each other. 

11 Truth shall spring out of the earth and righteousness 
shall look down from heaven. 

12 Yea, the Lord shall give that which is good ; and our 
land shall yield lier iiwircase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before him ; and shall set us in 
the way of his steps. 

PSALM LXXXVI. 

Narnest Prayers. 

B OW down thine ear, O Loud, liear me : for I am poor 
and needy. 

2 Preserve my soul ; for I am holy : O thou my God, save 
thy servant that trusteth in thee. 

3 Be merciful unto me, O Lord : for I cry unto thee daily. 
4 Rejoice the soul of thy servant : for unto thee, O Lord, 
do I lift up my soul. 

6 For thou. Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and 
plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon thee. 

6 Give ear, 0 Lord, unto ray prayer; and attend to the 
voice of my supplications. 

7 In the day of my trouble 1 will call upon thee : for thou 
wilt answer me. 

8 Among the gods there is none like unto thee, O Lord ; 
neither are there any works like unto thy works. 

9 All nations whom thou liast made shall come and worship 
before thee, 0 Lord ; and shall glorify thy name. 

10 For thou art great, and doest wondrous things : thou 
art God alone. 

11 Teach me thy way, O Lord; I will walk in thy truth : 
unite my heart to fear thy name. 

12 I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart ; 
and I will glorify thy name for evermore. 

18 For great is thy mercy toward me : and thou hast de- 
livered my soul from the lowest hell. 

14 O God, the proud have risen against me, and the assem- 
blies of violent men have sought after my soul ; and have not 
set thee before them. 

15 But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and 
gracious, long suffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth. 

16 O turn unto me, and have mercy upon me ; give thy 
strength imto thy servant, and save the son of thine handmaid. 

17 Shew me a token for good ; that they which hate me 
may see f/, and be ashamed : because thou. Lord, hast holpen 
me, and comforted me. 

Bjbvubotiors upok Psalic LXXXV., LXXXVI. — Come my soul and 
behold the harmony of the Divine perfections in Chnst. Mercy 
longs and calls for the salvation of lost men. Justice says, 1 cannot 
•nbmit to the pardon of the sinner without satisfaction. My honour, 
my prerogatives cannot be compromised ; sooner than this, men must 
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be left to perish for ever in their guilt. Mercy calls on wisdom for 
her aid, and moves this glorious attribute to contrive a plan by 
which justice may receive all her righteous claims, and thus ^va- 
tion bo obtained for the objects of Jehovah’s love. The plan wisdom 
contrived, moved by Divine love, has been accomplished, and its 
invaluable blessings actually applied tb mjrnads of our race. Justice 
has .received all her claims j Mercy has rolled all her compassionate 
desires ; Truth shines forth in the fulfilment of the Divine purposes ; 
Peace is proclaimed between God and man — between heaven and 
earth ; and the harmony of the Divine perfections is for over secured* 
Hallelujah ! 

PRAYER. 

( 'I OD the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, thou art infinitely 
^ good in thyself. Thou art essentially good. There is 
none good but One, and thou art that blessed One. There 
is none essentially, infinil.ely, and immutably good but thyself. 
We rejoice that, while thou art infinitely good in thyself, thou 
art the most merciful and beneficent donor of good to others. 
Thou dost good continually ; yea, the Lord shall give that 
which is good ; and our land shall yield her increase. Blessed 
Saviour, wc praise thee that, when thou didst tabernacle 
amongst men in thy luimbled state, thou didst constantly go 
about doing good ; and thou hast left a blessed example, that 
wc should follow thy steps. Divine Redeemer, may thy 
blessed example be ever before our eyes, and may we look 
upon it with admiration and delight, and with greater joy 
than a child looks upon the countenance of a fond parent. 

God of salvation, we adore thee in all thy compassion, mercy, 
and grace, manifested in the pardon and acceptance of sinners, 
through our Saviour’s righteousness and death. Glory to God 
in the highest, that, by the accomplishment of the plan of 
salvation, mercy and truth arc met together, righteousness and 
peace have embraced each other. When we think, 0 Lord, of 
the rich provision thou hast made for wretched, guilty, ruined 
man, what reason have we thus to acknowledge and adore 
thee ! , Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive, and plen- 
teous in mercy to all them that call upon thee. Thou, 0 
Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracipus, long-suffer- 
ing, and plenteous in mercy and truth. 

We bless tliee, O Lord, for the glorious Gospel, which has 
been proclaimed in our hearing, and in the hearing of multi- 
tudes, this day. Glorious art thou in all the displays of thine 
attributes given in creation and providence; but how tran- 
scendent arc these manifestations of thy glory given in the 
contrivance, execution, and application of the plan of redeem- 
ing grace ! Truly, among the gods there is none like unto thee, 
O Lord ; neither are there any works like unto thy works. 

O may our dear children he added to the number of thy 
converts. Give them a place in thy family ^ and make them 
the early trophies of a Saviour^s conquest. May thy tender 
compassion lead our servants to cast themselves down at 
mcrctfs feet,, to seek salvation through the blood of Jesus. 

Have mercy on the Jews, thine ancient people, who origi- 
nally enjoyed the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, 
and the giving of tlic law, and the service of God, and the 
promises. Soon, O Jesus, may they and all the nations of 
the earth whom thou hast made come and worship before 
thee, and glorify tliy name. 

Lord, forgive the sins of this day — the sins of thy ministers 
in preaching, and of the people in hearing. 0 pity those who 
have treated thine ordinanees with open contempt, and have 
not even entered thy sacred courts. 0 change their rebellion 
into obedience and love I 

Oraciousl;i^ hear our prayers, and watch over lu this night* 
while we retire to eiyoy the blessings of repose. All we aak 
is for Jesus’ sake. Amen. ^ 

Our Father which art in heaven, kc 


THIRTY-POUETH WEEK.~MONDAY MORNIN(4 


filK A BUEDEN. 
pMitinU, CofOrUum, Mipp<m'$, 

1 T OBD ! with a grieved and aching heart, 
^ To thee I look— to thee I cry; 

Supply my wants, and ease my smart; 

0 help me soon, >or else I die. 

2 Here, on my soul, a burden lies ! 

No human power can it remove ; 

My numerous sins like mountains rise ! 

Do thou reveal thy pardoning love. 

3 Break off these adamantine chains; 

From cruel bondage set me free ; 

Bosoue from everlasting pains, 

And bring me safe to heaven and thee 


BnoDOMc. 


2 KINGS V. 

Naaman the Syrian cured of Jiu Leproay. 

TV OW Naaman, captain of the host of tlic king of Syria 
was a great man with his master, and honourable, because 
by him the Lord had given deliverance unto Syria : he was 
also a mighty man in valour, but be was a leper. 

2 And the Syrians had gone out by companies : and had 
brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid ; 
and she waited on Naaman^s wife. 

8 And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord taet'e 
with the prophet that is in Samaria I for he would recover 
him of his leprosy. 

4 And one went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and 
thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel. 

6 And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a 
letter unto the king of Israel. And lie departed, and took 
with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, 
and ten changes of raiment. 

6 And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, 
Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have there- 
with sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest 
recover him of liis leprosy. 

7 And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had read 
the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to 
kill and to make alive, tii.it this man doth send unto me to 
recover a man of liis lepros} ? wherefore consider, I pray you, 
and see how he sceketh a qua^Tel against me. 

8 And it was so, when Elish.i the man of God had heard 
that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to 
the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let 
him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a 
prophet in Israel. 

9 So Naaman came with liis liorscs and with his chariot, 
and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. 

10 And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and 
wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to 
thee, and thou shalt be clean. 

11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said. Be- 

hold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, 
and call on the name of the Lord his God, and strike his 
hand over the place, and recover the leper. | 

12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better 
than all the waters of Israel ? may I not wash in them, and 
be clean ? So he turned and went away in a rage. 

13 And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and 
•aid, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great 
thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather 
then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? 

14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in 
Jordan, aocording to the saying of the man of God : and his | 
'flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little childj and he 
iraeolean. 


Reflections ttpon 2 Kikos t. — God is the sovereign disposer of 
rank, talents, influence, and enjoj^nenta. How often is it that the 
greatest temporal comforts, are mingled with the greatest alloy! 
Let the leprosy of Naaman remind us of the leprosy of sin, with 
which all are affected by nature, and not one of the wliolo race of 
man exempted. All, without exception, have reason to exclaim 
under the influence of the deepest penitence and humility, ** Un- 
clean, unclean!*' Is it of great importance to bo informed by 
whom, and where, we may be cured of a dangerous, loathsome 
malady ? Surely, it is of infinitely greater, and more solemn im- 
portance, to bo informed by whom, and where, and when, wo may 
be delivered from the spiritual leprosy of sin. Naaman washed in 
Jordan, and was cleansed. May wo wash in Jesus* blood, and our 
leprosy of guilt and pollution shall bo washed away. 


PRAYER. 

T^E bless the name of the living God, the God and Father 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, that we have 
been refreshed upon our beds with sleep, and tliat our for- 
feited lives have been preserved, and tliat another sacred 
opportunity is now furnished of approaching thy throne of 
grace through the all-prevailing merit of the righteousness 
of Christ, and through the all-prevailing efficacy of his gra- 
cious and skilful intercession. Wc adore thee, O Lord, as an 
almighty deliverer. Thou art able to deliver from the diseases 
of the body and the soul ; and thou art able to deliver from 
enemies who endanger our eternal as well as our temporal 
prosperity and comfort. We attribute to thee alone, and not 
to statesmen and armies, all the deliverances which our nation 
has received from the plans and from the assaults of powerful 
enemies. When wc remember the history of our land, and 
more especially of tliy Church in our land, we would sing, 
The Lord of hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our 
refuge. 

Bless to us, Holy Spirit, the important and instructive 
history we have now read of the miraculous cure of Naaman 
the Syrian. May wc sec in his disease the vanity of wealth 
and greatness, as altogether insufficient to afford relief, when 
touched with the afflicting hand of God. Preserve us from 
the sinful love of earthly objects, and may all the affections 
of our hearts be placed on Jesus, and the invaluable blessings 
of salvation which lie died to procure. 

As Naaman mourned over the leprosy of his body, may we 
feel and mourn over the leprosy of our soul. Wc beseech 
thee that wc may not remain ignorant of our spiritual leprosv, 
and foolishly imagine that all is well, while we may be exact! v 
in the situation of the church of Laodicca — poor, wretched, 
blind, miserable, and naked. As Naaman could only obtain 
deliverance from his loathsome disease by washing in the 
river Jordan, O convince us that we never can be delivered 
from the vile pollution of sin, except by washing in Christp 
the only fountain opened for spiritual uncleanness. 

May our dear children feel the leprosy of sin. Enable 
them and our servants to feel it as a heavy burden — as a 
grievous^ a loathsome disease. To thee, O Jesus^ may they 
flee for the healing influence of thy bloods 

We adore thy sovereignty, O Lord, in employing a captive 
out of the land of Israel, a little maid, as the mean of direct- 
ing her master to the only source where he could obtain 
deliverance from his disease. We pray that servants gene- 
rally may be endued with grace, and rendered spiritual bless- 
ings to the families witli which they are connected. We 
praise thee for all the instances of saving benefit which have 
attended the humble efforts of pious domestics. 

Give us thy grace, O Lord, to glorify thee this dajr in all 
our engagements. Forgive all our sins, and hear our imper- 
fect, feeble prayers, for our dear Redeemer’s sake. 
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THIETY-FOUETH WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


OBBIIt’b care 0? MINISTEM. 

Woreciter. Providence. Braintree. C. K. 

1 T^E bless tho eternal source of light, 

Who makes tho stars to shine; 

And through this dark beclouded world 
Diffuseth rays Divine. 

I 2 We- bless the Churoh^a sovereign King, 

Wlioso golden lamps we ore ; 

Fixed ill the temples of his love. 

To shine with radiance fair. 

S Still be our purity preserved ; 

Still fed with oil the flume ; 

And in deep chuructera inscribed 
Our heavenly JM aster’s name. 

4 Then, while b('tween our ranks he walks, 

And all our state surveys, 

His smiles sliull witli now lustre dock 
The people of his praise. 

Doodridqb. 

1 CORINTHIANS IX. 

Kwdne^s to Minietera, 

A m I not an a])ostIe? am 1 not free? have I not seen Jesus 
Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in tlie Lord? 

2 If 1 be not an apostle unto others, yet doubtle.ss I am to 
you: for the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord. 

8 Mine answer to tliern that do examine me is this, 

4 Have we not power to eat and to drink ? 

5 Have we not power to lead aliout a sister, a wife, os 
well as other apostles, and as the brethren of tho Lord, and 
Cephas ? 

0 Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear 
working ? 

7 WIjo goeth a warfare any time at his own ehuvges? who 
plauteth a vineyard, and eatetli not of the fruit thereof? or 
who feedeth a flock, and eatctli not of the milk of the flock? 

8 Say 1 these things as a inau? or saith not the law the 
same also ? 

9 For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not 
muszle the mouth of (he ox that treadctli out the corn. Doth 
God take care for oxen ? 

10 Or suith lie it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, 
no doubt, this is written ; that he that ploweth sliould plow in 
hope ; and that he that tlircshcth in hope should be partaker 
of his hope. 

11 If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great 
thing if we shall reap your carnal tilings? 

12 If others be partakers of this power over you, are not 
we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but 
suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ. 

18 Do ye not know that they Mhich minister about holy 
tilings live of the thmt/s of the temple ? and they which wait 
at the altar are partakers with the altar? 

14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach 
the gospel should live of the gospel. 

15 But T have used none of these things: neither have I 
written tlicsc things, that it should be so done unto me : for 
ii tecre better lor me to die, than that any man should make 
xny glorying void. 

16 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory 
of: for necessity is laid. upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I 
preach not the gospel ! 

17 For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward : but if 
against xny will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed 
unto xne, 

18 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach 
the gosMl, I may make the gospel of Christ without cWge, 
that I ahuse not my power in the gospel. 


Befleotioks upon 1 Con. ix.— Saul, who was onoo th^ bloodf 
thirsty persecutor, and who becomo the Dsithful servant apostle 
of Christ, is ono of the most remarkable trophies of Divine grace 
furnished by tho history of the Church in any a^. 0 with what 
emotions of humility, love, thanklhlness, and joy, no gave utterance 
to the following exclamation: '*By the grace of God, I am what I 
am With groat interest parents look upon their own offspring- 
flesh of their flesh, and blood of their blood ; but with what peculiar 
interest holy ministers, and others, behold those of whose blessed 
conversion they havo been tho honoured means, and who are there* 
foro their spiritual children in Christ Jesus ! God has established 
n most interesting relation betwixt his people and his ministers. 
As to spiritual matters, he has committed his people to the affec* 
tionato care and supervision of his ministers ; and as to temporal 
matters and support, he has committed his minister to the affec* 
tionato care of his people. 

PRAYER. 

T^E acknowledge thy prerogatives, O Jesus our Saviour, 
as the King of Zion, and as the Shepherd of IsraeL 
As God, thou hast an essential right to tlie government of the 
Church ; and as Mediator, thou hast purchased by thy death 
a right to fill its glorious throne. We rejoice that God the 
Father has said in the glorious economy of salvation, Yet 
have I set my King upon my holy hill of Zion. Ask of me, 
and I will give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. We 
thank and praise thee, O Jesus, that, in the wise and gracious 
exercise of thine autliority, thou hast furnished thy Church, 
ill all ages, with ministers and office-bearers, for the perfect- 
ing of the saints, and for the edifying of the body of Christ. 

Sanctify to all our minds what we heard of thy glorious * 
Gospel from the lips of our beloved pastor on thy sacred day. 
lict not the sermons to which we have listened, and the 
ordinances we have observed, rise up against us and condemn 
! us. Deeply impress onr minds with the thought, that there 
will be at the last day a resurrection of sermons as well as of 
mihisters ; and that we must give an account of the manner 
wc have improved the labours of thy faithful servants. Alas, 
that we have valued our privileges so little, and that we have 
improved them so little ! Considering our great advantages, 
wc should have been qualified to be the instructors of others; 
but, to our shame, wc confess, we need to be taught ourselves 
the first principles of the oracles of God. 

Lord, give to us, and to all thy professed people, increased 
love to thy ministers, and an increasing veneration for their 
sacred office. May wo never speak of them or act towards 
them with di8i*espect. May the conviction never leave our 
minds, that Jesus identifies his ambassadors with himself, and 
that he considers injury done to them as committed against 
his own person, and that touching them he considers as touch- 
ing the apple of his eye. 

P^cver allow our children to fall into the sin of neglecting 
thy holy servants. In their early days may that hallowed 
affection toward thy ministers be formed in their bosoms 
which will follow them to the grave. 

Show great kindness to thy ministering servants who are 
tried with poverty; give them rich treasures of grace, aud 
many seals to their ministry. On the one hand, preserve thy 
ministers from a sinful love of worldly wealth, luxuiy, and 
ease; and, on the other, preserve them from those hypocritical 
oppressors who would l^ar down the minds of thine ambas- 
sadors, by withholding from them necessary support. May 
the mutual duties of ministers and people be better known and 
practised in the future than they have ever been in the past. 

We thank our God for the mercies of the day, and now 
commit ourselves and our relatives to thy g^ous protoetion 
and care this night. Lord, hear our supplicatioiia^ ibr Imnit 
sake. Amen. 


THIETY-FOUETH WBBK^TUBSDAY MOENING. 


eaiutr’s nrr to thb tbmptxd. 
WMm^Albeiy, Oraiomk Chapel, JCmeitPe, 

1 111 OW keen the tempter’s malioe is * 

How artftil and how great ! 

Though not one grain shall be destroyedi 
Yet will he silt the wheat 

2 But God can all his power control, 

And gather in his chain ; 

And, wheio ho seems to triumph most, 
The captive soul regain. 

3 There is a Shepherd, kind and strong, 

Still watchful for his sheep ; 

Kor shall the infernal lion rend 
Whom he vouchsafes tp keep. 


Doddriduc. 


2 KINGS XIX. 

MeMetiak*a piofU Conduct under Rah-ihalcclCa Threateninga, 

A ND it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard i/, that he 
rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and 
went into the house of the Loud. 

2 And he sent Eliakim, which was over the household, and 
Shebnah the scribe, and the elders of the priests, covered with 
sackcloth, to Isaiah the pmphet the son of Amoz. 

3 And they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day 
is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and blasphemy ; for tiic 
children are come to the birth, and l/iere is not strength to 
bring forth. 

4 It may be the Lord thy God will hear all the words of 
Hab-shakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to 
reproach the living God ; and will reprove the words which 
the Lord thy God hath lieard : wherefore lift up l/i?/ prayer 
for the remnant that are left. 

6 So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 

6 And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say to your 
master. Thus saith the Lord, lie not afraid of the words 
which thou hast heard, with Avhich the servants of the king of 
Assyria have blasphemed me. 

7 Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a 
rumour, and shall return to his own land ; and I will clause 
him to fall by the sword in his own land. 

8 So Kab-shakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria 
warring against Libnah : for he had heard that he was departed 
from Lachish.* 

9 And when he heard say of Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, 
Behold, he is come out to fight against thee : he sent mes- 
sengers again unto Hezekiah, saying, 

10 Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, 
Let not thy God in whom thou trustest deceive thee, saying, 
Jerusalem shall not be delivered into the hand of the king of 
Assyria. 

11 Behold thou hast heard what the kings of Assyria have 
done to all lands, by destroying them utterly : and shalt thou 
be delivered ? 

12 Have the gods of the nations delivered them which ray 
fathers have destroyed ; as. Gozan, and Haran, and Kezeph, 
and the children of Eden which were in Thelasar ? 

18 Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arpad, j 
and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, of Hcna, and Ivali ? 

14 And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the 
mesSen^rs, and read it : and Hezekiah went up into the 
hotM the Lord, and spread it before the Lord. 

15 And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said, O 
Lord God of Israel, which dwellest between the cherubim, 
tkon art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the 
earth ; thou hast made heaven and earth. 

16 L6rd, bow down thine ear, and hear : open Lord, thine j 
ejm, imd tee; and hear the words of Sennacherib, which 
hath sent him to veproadi the living God. 


17 Of a truth, Lord, the kings of 
the nations and their lands. 


Assyria have destroyed 


Reflections upon 2 Kings iix.— Under afflictions, wo should 
feel more anxious for their sanctified improvement than for thoir 
removal. Angels look down with affectionate iuU?re8t upon the 
people of God when with hiimilitjf, holy penitence, and filial de- 
pendence they submit to the afflictive dispensations of a sovereign 
and gracious Providence. When believers are sufleving at the hands 
of wicked men, they look on the Divine and sovereign will of God 
ns employing them merely as a rod of discipline to promote thoir 
spiritual advancement in things Divine. David was deeply, oml 
profitably impressed with this truth when he described even wicked 
men as ** God’s hand,” and ‘‘ God’s sword.” 

^PRAYER. 

rpHOUGH wc are w^orms of the dust, O Lord, we desire, 
through Jesus, the new and living way, to approach thy 
throne and adore thy majesty. And what are w'e, that adora- 
tions so feeble and imperfect should come up with acceptance 
before thee ! Even so, Father, for so it seemeth good in thy 
sight. 

We desire, holy and righteous God, to he humbled in thy 
presence, under a deep sense of our natural depravity and our 
actual transgression. Convince us that the greatness of our 
privileges adds to the greatness of our guilt and the aggrava- 
i tion of our sins. If thou hadst visited us with the demerit of 
our sins, long ere now awful calamities had visited us, and 
I swept us from the very face of the earth. Glory to tliy name, 

I that we arc prisoners of hope, and not of despair — that we are 
I monuments of mercy, and not the spectacles of thy merited 
indignation. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in all the afflictions which have 
behillen us ; for in these visitations thou hast manifested thy 
justice, thy wisdom, and tliy mercy, (live us the satisfying 
evidence that all our afflictions arc sanctified. May the same 
effects be produced on us by means of onr afflictions, wliich 
were produced on tlie mind of the pious Hezekiah, when the 
ambassador of the king of Assyria thn^ateru'd the overthrow 
of Judali, and blasphemed the God of Israel. May our afflic- 
tions never fail to remind us of our sins. Teach us to look on 
all our sins as the source of our afflictions, and with David to 
acknowledge — IniquiticvS, we must confess, prevail against us* 
as for our transgressions, O Lord, do tliou purge them away. 

Deliver us, most gracious God, from all our spiritual enemies* 
Preserve us from the fiery darts of Satan, an enemy far moi*e 
formidable than the jiroud Rab-sbakch, who struck terror into 
the mind of Judah’s king. We know, O Lord, that Satan 
goeth up and down the world like a roaring lion, seeking 
whom he may devour. May wo b(i preserved from his allure- 
ments when he transforms liimself into an angel of light, and 
may wo be defended from his fiery darts of blasphemies when 
he appears in his real, unveiled character. 

Captain of salvation, make onr dear children and servants 
soldiers in thine armtj, 0 put upon them the whole armour 
of God; then we shall see them valiant in thy service^ and 
victorious over all their enemies. 

As Isaiah thy prophet encouraged thine afflicted servant 
Hezekiah in the day of his sorrow, we praise thee that ministers 
still continue to be the comforters of thine afflicted people. 
Thy Gospel, O Jesus, is delicious wine, to comfort those who 
are of a heavy heart. To thee, and thee alone, may we look 
for the consolations and joys of thy salvation. 

The mercies of another night proclaim thy goodness ; O that 
we could present a suitable sacrifice of praise I Preserve us 
from the snares and temptations of this day, and make us 
diligent and conscientious in the discharge of its duties. 
Loid, hear and answer and forgive, for Jesus’ sake, our (mly 
Advocate. Amen. 
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THIRTY-POUBTH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


MOBTIITYINO COKBrPTIONS. 

OolcheMter, Melody. Tunbridge. a i*. 

1 O TEAIT IB the way, the door ia atrait, 

^ That leads to joys on high : 

'Tis but a few that find (lie gate, 

While crowds mistake and die. 

2 Beloved self must bo denied, 

The mind and will renewed ; 

Passions suppressed, and patience tried, 

And vain desires subdued. 

8 Flesh is a dangerous foe to grace, 

Where it prevails and rules ; 

Flesh must be bumbled, pride ab«sed 
Lest they destroy our souls. 

4 The love of gold be banished hence, 

(That vile idolatry,) 

And ever}" member, every sense. 

In sweet subjection lie. Watts, 161 , -B. //. 

1 CORINTHIANS IX. 

St. PavVa Ea}m4tatne8a in hia Wovlc. 

F >R though I be free from all men, yet have I made my- 
self servant unto all, that I might gain the more. 

20 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might 
gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the 
law, that I might gain them that arc under the law ; 

21 To them that are without law, as without law (being 
not witliout Jaw to Ood, but under the law to Christ), that I 
might gain them that are without law. 

22 To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the 
weak : I am made all things to all men, that 1 might by all 
means save some. 

23 And this 1 do for the gospePs sake, that I might be 
partaker thereof with you. 

24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but 
one receiveth the prize ? So run, that ye may obtain. 

25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is tempe- 
rate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible 
crown ; but we an incorruptible. 

26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly ; so fight I, not as 
one that beateth the air : 

27 But I keep under ray body, and bring it into subjection : 
lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I 
myself should be a castaway. 

1 CORINTHIANS X. 

Avoiding Sin. 

TyrOREOVER, brethren, I would not that yc should be 
ignorant, how that all our fathera were under the cloud, 
and all passed through the sea; 

2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in 
the sea ; 

8 And did all eat the same spiritual meat ; 

4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink : for they drank 
of that spiritual Rock that followed them : and that Rock was 
Christ. 

5 But with many of them God was not well pleased : for 
they were overthrown in the wilderness. 

6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we 
should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. 

7 Neither be idolaters, as were some of them ; as it is 
written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to 

^ Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them com- 
mitted, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand. 

9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, 
and were destroyed of serpents. 

10 Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, 
and were destroyed of the destroyer. 
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Ebsxxotzoks upok 1 Con. ix., x.— They who are really called to fha 
ministry, by the chief Shepherd and Bishop of souls, consider thein^ 
selves as the servants of all. Thus they b^the the spirit of their 
Divine Lord, who made himself the servant of all, who girded him* 
self with a towel, and washed his disciples' feet. What humility^ 
what condescension ! 0 what a blessed example, which should excite 
the admiring love, and secure the loving inutation of his ministers 
( and people in every age. The great Apostle of the Gentiles most 
faithfully walked in the footsteps of his Divine Lord* When the 
infiuenees of the Holy Spirit shall descend on aU who are invesM 
with the office of the ministry, a sun of millennial glory shall shine 
upon the Church of Christ, and Eli the earth with blessedness and 
peace. 

PRAYER. 

H oly and gracious Spirit, fill our minds with sublime and 
reverentid views of God, while, agreeaBly to the Divine 
command, we approach the throne of grace to present our 
evening sacrifice. We adore thee, O Lord, as a God of glory 
infinite, and of holiness unspotted. How inconceivable is thy 
holiness, when the very lieavens are not clean in thy sight I 
and how inconceivable is thy wisdom, when thou chargest 
with folly the wisest intelligences who stand before thy 
throne ! We praise thee for the pleasing and comforting 
lustre which is spread over thy holiness and truth by the 
atonement and intercession of Christ. 

We bless thee, O Lord, that the salvation of Christ is a 
salvation from sin as well as from misery. God forbid that we 
should be among the number who only wish to be delivered 
from misery, and wlio liavc no desire to be delivered from sin. 
Create in our minds, Holy Spirit, the hatred of sin, and the 
fixed determination, in thy strength, to mortify the lusts of 
the body, and to subdue the passions of the mind. May we 
admire the holy cliaracter of the Apostle, and, like him, 
keep our body under subjection. O Lord, deliver us from 
tlie fire of those lusts which, if not restrained and subdued 
in this life, must be followed by the pains of hell in that 
life which is to come. O that each of us were engaged in 
running the Christian race ! and may we be animated with 
the cheering prospect of obtaining, at the end of the Christian 
course, tliat blessed prize, the crown of life, which fadeth not 
away. 

Heaven grant that all our children may he persuaded to lay 
a.side every iveight, and enter upon that blessed and honour^ 
able career of piety, the Christian race, which conducts at 
last to the joys of heaven. * 

Wc thank thee, heavenly Father, for the account we have 
now read of the ministerial labours and diligence of the 
Apostle Paul. 0 that a large portion of his spirit may be 
communicated to the heralds of salvation in these lands, and 
throughout the world ! Taking the rules of thy Gospel for 
their guide, may they become all things to all men, that by 
all means they may save some. Teach them to lay aside aU 
repulsive and authoritative severity, and may they ever recom- 
mend Jesus and his cause by Christian kindness, humility, 
and love. 

Lord, teach all of us often and conscientiously to examine 
ourselves, whether we be in the faith, and whether our profes- 
sion of piety be accompanied by heartfelt sincerity. O suffer 
us not to wear the mask of hypocrisy ! God forbid that, when 
our souls lay down the tabernacles of clay, we should find our- 
selves for ever cast away from the gracious nresence of Jehovah. 
Now may we cat the spiritual food and oe refreshed bv the 
spiritual water which the Gospel supplies. Now may we buRd 
our hopes on Christ, the spiritual rock. 

Accept our thanks for the mercies of the day, and refresh 
us with sleep this night. Sanctify our services, and hear onr 
prayers, for Jesus^ s^ey the Divine Bedeemer. Arnen^ 


THIETY.FOURTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY MORNING. 


GROWTH IH GRACE. 

TramtfcH* JMby» Portugid Nm, l. h. 

1 T ORD, 'tis a pleasant thing to stand 
" In gardens planted by thy hand ; 

Let me within thy courts bo seen, 

Like a young cedar fresh and green. 

2 There grow thy saints in faith and lore^ 

Blest with thine influence from above ; 

Not Lebanon with all its trees 

Yields such a comely sight os theso. 
d The plants of grace shall over live ; 

S Nature decays, but grace must thrive ;) 
rime, that doth all things else impair, 

Still makes them flourish strong and fair. 

Watts, Pt. 92, p. II. 

2 KINGS XIX. 

Safety of the Church and Ruin of Scnnachanb* 

ripHEN Isaian the son of Amoz sent to Ilezekiah, sayings 
Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Thai which thou hast 
prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria I have heard. 

^ 21 This is the word that the Loud hath spoken concerning 
him ; The virgin the daughter of Zion hath despised thee, and 
laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken 
her head at thee. 

23 By thy messengers thou hast reproached the Lord, and 
hast said, With the multitude of my chariots I am come up 
to the height of the mountains, to the sides of Lebanon, and 
will eut down the tall cedar-trees thereof, and the choice 
fir-trees thereof: and I will enter into the lodgings of his 
borders, and into the forest of his Carmel. 

24 I have digged and drunk strange waters, and with the 
sole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers of besieged places. 

25 Hast thou not heard long ago how I have done it, and 
of ancient times that I have formed it ? now have I brought 
it to pass, that thou shouldest be to lay waste fenced cities 
into ruinous heaps. 

26 Therefore their inhabitants w^crc of small power, they 
were dismayed and confounded ; they were as the grass of the 
field, and as the green herb, as the grass on the house-tops, 
and as corn blasted before it be grown up, 

27 But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy 
coming in, and thy rage against me. 

28 Because thy rage against me and thy tumult is come 
up into mine ears, therefore 1 will put my hook in thy nose, 
and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the 
way by which thou earnest. 

31 For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they 
that escape out of mount Zion ; the zeal of the Lord of hosts 
shall do this. 

32 Therefore thus saith the Loud concerning the king of 
Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow 
there, nor come before it with shield, nor cast a bank against it. 

33 Bv the way that he came, by the same shall he return, 
and shall not come into this city, saith the Lord. 

84 For I will defend this city, to save it, for mine own 
sake, and for my servant David^s sake. 

85 And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the 
Lord went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an 
hundred fourscore and five thousand : and when they arose | 
early in the morning, behold, they ivare all dead corpses. 

86 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and 
returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. 

87 And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house 
of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons 
smote him with the sword : and they escaped into the land of 
Armenia. And Esarhaddon his son reigned in his stead. 

Refzjsctxoks trpoN 2 Ktkos — We cannot be too much en- 

oemroged with the loving readiness with which God graoioosly hears, 


accepts, and answers the prayers of his people. The prayers of holy 
I Hezekiah issued in the destruction of the proud Assyrian army; 
showing that the enemies of Zion have more to fear from the prayers 
of the people of God, than firom battalions of armed hosts. Blasphe- 
mous rebels against God are not aware of that groat €k)d wnom 
they impiously oppose. They shut their eyes, and will not see his 
justice and omnipotence ; they will not believe in the vials of his 
indignation ho has laid up in store for his audacious, impenitent 
enemies. At lost, the day of their just visitation arrives: the 
thunderbolts of Divine wrath burst uj)on their devoted heads ; and 
they find now, what they would not formerly believe, that escape 
from an offended God is impossible. 

prayer! 

T^OST glorious and merciful Lord God, while it is our 
privilege, at the commencement of another day, to ap- 

E ear as petitioners before thy throne of grace, O that it may 
c our blessing to draw near impressed by holy, reverential, 
and devotional feelings, arising from a sense of thy conde- 
scending mercy and our own insignificance and unworthiness. 

We adore thee, heavenly Fatlier, as a God of almighty 
power and unbending justice. While these attributes are so 
comforting to thy children, they arc clothed with terror to 
thine implacable and impenitent enemies. We have now 
read of the alarming threatenings with which the haughty 
king of Assyria struck terror into the hearts of thy people ; 
and we have also read, O Lord, of the untimely death of the 
proud tyrant whom thy justice laid low in the dust. We adore 
thy sovereignty in permitting his own sons to rise up against 
their father, and put to death a persecuting prince, who laughed 
to scorn thine eternal majesty, and who threatened to lay 
waste the vineyard of thy Church. We will proclaim thy 
justice and judgment, which arc the habitation of thy throne; 
and thy mercy and thy truth, which go before thy face. How 
swift is thy mercy, and how slow is tliine anger ! 

Wc present, O Lord, our united thanksgivings for thy pre- 
serving kindness during another night, and that we arc not 
sent unprepared into the eternal world, before the return of 
the morning's light. Give us grace to glorify thee this day, 
not only in our religious duties, but also in our temporal 
engagements. May the sweet savour of religion mingle with 
all our duties, all our sufferings, and all our enjoyments. 

We desire to pray for the enemies of Christ and his king- 
dom. Lay restraints upon their power and their malice. If 
it is thy will, mercifully accomplish in them a change similar 
to that which Paul experienced; who, from being a most 
violent enemy of the Gospel of Christ, was made one of the 
most eminent servants of the Cross. If there are any of our 
beloved friends secret or public enemies of the Gospel of 
Jesus, O let Divine grace reach their hearts, and may they 
now be more zealous in advancing the cause of Jesus than 
they have been in opposing it. 

Deliver our dear children and servants from the enmity cf 
the heart against things Divine. May we see in them a warm 
love to thy Bible, thy day, thy house, but, above all, to thy Son, 
Eminently bless the congregation with which we are con- 
nected. We would now bear them up affectionately in our 
prayers before thee. Under the sanctified labours of our be- 
loved minister may all the people become green olives in thy 
house. Make them trees of righteousness ; may they take root 
downward, and bring forth fruit upward. FulM that promise 
in the experience of thy people : I will be as the dew unto 
Israel; he shall revive as the com, and grow as the vine, and 
the scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. Lord, give 
each one of us grace, and growth in grace. May we be in 
reality living branches in Christ, the true vine ; and not withered 
branches, which shall be cut down and cast into the flame. 

Mercifully hear for Jesus’ sake, our merciful Redeemer. 
Amen. 


TraaTY-poimTH week.- 

WltCOMIKa THB OEOiS. 

SuJIMkNew. Zewt<m. ».«. 

1 my happincBB below 

* Kot to live without tho cross ; 

Bat the Saviour’s power to know, 

Sanctifying every loss : 

2 Trials must and will befall ; 

But — with humble faith to see 
Love inscribed upon them all — 

This is Imppiness to me. 

3 God, in Israel, sows the seeds 

Of affliction, pain, and toil ; 

These spring up and choke tho weeds 
Which would (dse o’erspread the soil; 

4 Trials make the promise sweet; 

Trials give now lif(i to prayer; 

Trials bring mo to his feet, — 

Lay mo low, and keep mo there. 

COWPKR. 

1 CORINTHIANS X. 

ffoly Counsels. 

VT OW all these things happened unto them for onsamples ; 

and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the world are cornc. 

12 Wlierefore let liim that thinkeih he standetli take heed 
lest he fall. 

13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is com- 
mon to man : but (lod is faithfid, who will not suffer you to 
be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the tempta- 
tion also make a w ay to escape, tliat ye may be able to bear it, 

14 Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry. 

15 I speak as to wise men; judge ye what I say. 

10 The cup of blessing which wc bless, is it not the com- 
munion of the blood of Christ ? The bread which we break, 
is it not the communion of the body of Christ ? 

22 Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy ? are w'C stronger 
than he? 

23 All things are lawful for me, but all things arc not 
expedient : all things are lawful for me, but all tilings edify 
not. 

24 Let no man seek his ow n, but every man another’s wealth. 

25 Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, that cat, asking no 
question for conscience sake : 

26 For the earth is llie Ijord’s, and the fulness thereof. 

27 If any of them that believe not bid you to a feast, and 
ye be disposed to go ; whatsoever is set before you, eat, asking 
no question for conscience sake. 

28 But if any man say unto you, lliis is offered in sacri- 
fice unto idols, eat not for liis sake that shewed it, and for 
conscience sake : for the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness 
thereof ; 

29 Conscience, I say, not thine own, but of the other : for 
whv is my liberty judged of another man^s conscience? 

do For if I by grace be a partaker, w hy am 1 evil spokei^ 
of for that for which I give thanks ? 

31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye 
do, do all to tlie glory of God. 

32 Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gen- 
tiles, nor to the church of God : 

33 Even as I please all meti in all things, not seeking mine 
own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved, 

BBtLicTioKs uroN 1 CoH. X. — The sins committed by ancient Israel 
were peculiarly great, and, therefore, the judgments inflicted upon 
them were justly severe. Even from those distant ages they speak 
to us with a loud, solemn, warning voice ; calling upon us to beware 
of despising God’s mercy, or of trampling upon his authority, if wo 
with t6 escape his indignation and enjoy his smiles. Some who 
470 ' 


WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


think they aro firm and secure, are in oircumstances of tiie grootasl 
peril, and tottering upon a pinnacle of the greatest danger. None 
are really safe, but they who feel tlieir own weakness and insuffl* 
ciency, and who implicitly lean upon the arm of Christ’s gracious 
omnipotence. Aro our eyes open to see our own helplessness ? Are 
our hopes built upon tho Rock of ages ? Then we are safe; yes, for 
ever safe. Then, we can smile at Satan’s rage yes, and we 
can face with confidence a frowning world.” Temptations are those 
spiritual whirlwinds, to wluch the heaven-bound travellers are 
exposed, in travelling through tho wilderness of this world to their 
celestial homo; but none of them shall prevent their certain and 
safe arrival at their promised rest. 


PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, we adore thee as a faithful God : thou 
” art faithful to thy purposes, and faithful to thy promises. 
Wc rejoice that, firm and sure as we know the heavens to be, 
thy word is more sure ; for the heavens and the earth mnj 
pass away, but thy word shall never fall to the ground. 
thank thee for the display of thy faithfulness given to thy 
people, in supporting them under all their afflictions, in miti- 
gating their sufferings, and in giving them deliverance at last 
out of all their temptations and troubles. 

Lord, give us confidence in thee, as a promising and faith- 
ful God. Deliver us, wc beseech thee, from evil hearts of 
unbelief. May we believe all thine invitations of mercy, and 
accept of them ; may wc believe all thine offers of spiritual 
blessings, and receive them ; and may we believe all the 
promises of thy truth, and rely upon them. We confess, O 
Lord, our unbelief; Ijord, destroy our unbelief, and take from 
us that heart-hardening and God-dishonouring sin. 

Wc thank God for the continued stream of thy providential 
goodness of which we have been permitted this day to drink. 
And wc thank thee that this day the waters of salvation have 
been brought within our reach, in the secret and private ordi- 
nances of religion. As we arc about to retire to rest, may we 
enjoy the fatherly care and protection of our God. May Our 
natural rest remind us of tliat spiritual and heavenly rest 
which remains for the people of God beyond the grave. 

Sanctify to us. Holy Spirit, our promised comforter, the 
Word now read. Bless to us the remembrance of departed 
saints. May we ever look on thy people, whose names are 
recorded in the Word of life, as examples, in whose steps we 
arc required to walk, in as far as they were followei^ of Jesus. 
For this purpose, bless to us the remembrance of departed 
friends wdio Lave fallen asleep' in Christ. And may the 
remembrance of such as have left behind them no satisfying 
evidence of vital godliness pi'odnce on our minds the most 
solemnising effects, and convince us liow awful it is to die 
witlumt an interest in Christ, and without a title to heaven. 

Lord, impress the minds of our dear children with the con^ 
viction of the nearness and the certainty of death. Daily may 
they think of death, and daily may they flee to Jesus, the 
conqueror of death. 

Preserve all of us, O Lord, from presumption. May we 
never confide in our own strength; and, while we stand, may 
wc take heed lest we fall. O convince us that it is in vain 
to expect to stand in the day of temptation without taking 
heed ; and that, if watchfulness and prayer are laid aside, we 
shall speedily fall. When we are tempted, holy Saviour, hold 
us up by thy mighty arm. Ever in thy strength may we 
resist the devil, then he will flee far from us. We rejoice 
there is always a way of escape. May we know the wav of 
escape, and not tarry till our tempting foe prevail. Ever 
may we glorify thy name, whether we eat or drink, or what* 
soever we do. 

Lord, hear our feeble, humble prayer, lor Jeoua’ sake, the 
I only wise God, our Saviour. Amen. 


THIETY.POUETH WBllC.~THtTRS»AT MOBNINO. 


RlfBKIAH^S 80HG. 

Swkm^m. S^hrook* Cmdk. c. m. 

1 T^HEK wo are raised from deep distress, 

^ * Our God deserves a song ; 

We take the pattern of our praise 
^ From Hezekiah’s tongue. 

9 The gates of the devouring grave 
Are opened wide in vain, . 

If he that holds the keys of death 
Commands them fast again. 

8 Fains of the Hcsh are wont to abuse 
Our minds with slavish fears ; 

Our days are past, and we shall lose 
The remnant of our yeai’s. 

Watts, 55, K. /. 

2 KINGS XX. 

JIexeJeiaJi*i SichietM and Recovery. 

TN those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the 
prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, and said 
unto him, Thus saith the Loud, Set tliine house in order ; for 
thou shalt die, and not live. 

2 Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto tlie 
Lord, saying, 

8 I beseech thee, O Lord, remember now how I have walked 
before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done 
that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore. 

4 And it came to piiss, afore Isaiah was gone out into the 
middle court, that the word of the lioan came to him, saying, 

6 Turn again, and tell Hezekiah tlie captain of my people, 
Thus saith the Lord, the God of David thy father, 1 have 
heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears : behold, I will heal thee: 
on the third day thou shalt go up unto tlie house of the Loud. 

6 And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and I will 
deliver thee and this city out of the liand of the king of 
Assyria ; and 1 will defend this city for mine own sake, and 
for my servant David’s sake. 

7 And Isaiah said. Take a lump of figs. And they took 
and laid it on the boil, and he recovered. 

8 And Hezekiah said imto Isaiah, What shall be the sign 
that the Lord will lieal me, and that I shall go up into tlie 
house of the Lord the third day ? 

9 And Isaiah said, This sign shalt thou have of the Loud, 
that the Lord will do the thing that he hath sjioken : shall 
the shadow go forward ton degrees, or go back ten degrees? 

10 And Hezekiah answered, It is a light thing for the 
shadow to go down ten degrees : nay, but let the shadow 
return backward ten degrees. 

11 And Isaiah the prophet cried unto tlie Lord • and he 
brought the sliadow ten degrees backward, by which it had 
gone down in the dial of Ahaz. 

16 And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear the word of the 
Lord. 

17 Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, 
and that which thy fathers have laid up in store unto this clay, 
shall be carried into Babylon : nothing shall be left, saith the 
Lord. 

18 And of thv sons that shall issue from thee, wliich thou 
shalt beget, shall they take away ; and they shall be eunuchs 
in the palace of the king of Babylon. 

19 Then said Hezekiah unto Isaiah, Good is the word of 
the Lord which thou hast spoken. And he said, Is it not 
good, if peace and truth Be in my days ? 

20 And the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and all his might, 
and how he made a pool, and a conduit, and brought water 
into the city, are they not written in the book of the chronicles | 
of the kings of Judah? 

21 And Hezekiah slept with his fathers: and Manasseh 
his son reigned in his stead. 


Beflrctioks vtov 2 Eikos xx.— W e shall be tiok unto deaths 

It is appointed unto man once to die.” In the prospect of passing 
through tho valley and shadow of death have we cominitted our 
souls, our precious souls, our never-dying souls, into the hands and 
caro of Jesus, the Conqueror of death ? Have we supplicated the 
Divine Spirit to enrich us with those graces by which wo shall be 
prepared for leaving the Church militant below, and of uniting with 
j the Church triumphant above ? Then we shall be able to welcome 
I death as a friend, and not look upon him as a foe ; then we shall 
I lift up our joyful hopes to Jesus, the Lamb of God, who fills the 
I loftiest throne in heaven, and sing, <^Even so come quickly, Lord 
Jesus ! ” 

^TJIl Father who art in heaven, we assemble to present our 
I morning sacrifice in the name of Christ. Mercifully 
, impart to us the believing conviction that we shall be gra- 
ciously accepted, and that our humble prayers shall be an- 
swered. 

We adore tbee, O Jcbovab, as a merciful sovereign. Thou 
art soverciign in all the afflictions which befall thy people, and 
thou art gracious in overruling all their afflictions to promote 
thy glory and advance their interest. How infinitely kind aiid 
merciful, that, when thy children, like Hezekiah, are assailed 
by temporal evils, thou bringest good out of evil; when 
enveloped in clouds of dark providences, thou bringest light 
out of darkness ; when the path before them is crooked, thou 
iiiakest it straight ; and when they are in rough places, thou 
makest them plain I 

We desire, O Lord, to stand in awe of thy sovereignty. 

We thank thee, 0 Lord, timt, in answer to our prayers, we 
are preserved in safety to behold tho light of another day; 
and that we arc engaged in those delightful services which 
not only prepare for heaven, but wliieh afford liy the Spirit 
the foretastes of celestial joys. 0 that all the families 
with which we arc connected were persuaded by the Holy 
Spirit to erect a family altar, and regularly under their 
domestic roof to adore the perfections and implore the grace 
of God ! We supplicate the guidance of thy wisdom in all 
the duties and amid all the perplexities wdiich may occur this 
day; and we seek thy grace, to enable us successfully to 
resist every temptation which may be placed before us by the 
enemies of the soul. 

Sanctify to us wdiat we have now read of the afflictions, the 
feelings, the prayers, and the recovery of thy servant Hezekiah. 
When sickness is laid upon our bodies, may it reniiud us of 
our mortality, and of the infinite importance of an immediate 
application to Jesus, that we may bo prepared for the eternal 
world. Give us thy grace, that we may set our house in 
order, under the solemnising impression that death is certain, 
and that a judgment-day is fast approaching, when W'e must 
answer for the deeds done in the body, whether they he good 
or whether they be bad. We seek for ourselves, and for all 
our relatives, a spirit of prayer. In the time of affliction may 
we know the benefit and enjoy the consolation arising from 
fellowship with God in the exercise of solemn and bdieving 
prayer. 

Give to our children and domestics the g\ft and spirit of 
prayer. At an early period may they possess the golden key of 
prayer, by which they shall have access to the treasury of 
heaven. 

We thank our God for all the recoveries from sickness and 
disease afforded us by our heavenly Father in answer to our 
prayers. O prepare us for our last sickness, which w'ill cut 
the silver cord of our mortal life. Then may wo die like^ 
Hezekiah; and, through the death of Jesus, may we receive' 
a life immortal in the skies. Hear these our prayers, for the 
sake of Jesus, who is the resurrection and the lite. Ame% 
and amen. 


THIETY-FOUETH WEEK.— THURSDAY EVENING. 


Christ’s body incompara.blb food. 

KemMey* AdminUion. Ulvertton. ^ R* 

TEStJS, we bow before thy feet, 

Thy table is divinely stored ; 

Thy sacred flesh our souls have cat, 

’Tis living bread ; we thunk thee, Lord ! 

2 And here wo drink our Saviour’s blood, 

We thank thee, Lord, ’iis generous wine. 

Mingled with love the fountain flowed 
From that dear bleeding heart of thine. 

3 On earth is no such sweetness found, 

For the Lamb’s flesh is heavenly food ; 

In vain we search the globe around 
For broad so flne, or wine so good. 

4 Carnal provisions can at best 

But cheer the heart or warm the head. 

But the rich cordial tliat wo tiiste 
Gives life eternal to the dead. 

Watts, Ifl, B. 7/7. 

1 CORINTHIANS XI. 

Lord's Supj)er. 

F or first of all, when yc conic together in the Church, I 
hear that there be divisions among you; and I partly 
believe it. 

19 For there must he also heresies among you, that they 
which are approved may he made manifest among you. 

20 When ye come together tlicreforc into one place, this is 
not to eat the Lord’s supper. 

21 For in eating every one taketh before other his own 
supper; and one is hungry, and another is drunken. 

22 What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or 
despise ye the church of God, and shame them that have not? 
What shall I say to you ? shall I praise you in this ? I praise 
you not. 

23 For I have received of the Lord that which also I 
delivered unto you. That the Lord Jesus the same night in 
which he was betrayed took bread : 

24 And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said. 
Take, cat : this is ray body, which is broken for you : this do 
in remembrance of me. 

25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he 
had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in ray blood : 
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 

26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 
do shew the Lord’s death till he come. 

27 Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this 
cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and 
blood of the Lord. 

28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of 
that bread, and drink of that cup. 

29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. 

80 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, 
and many sleep. 

31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be 
judged. 

32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, 
that we should not be condemned with the world. 

83 Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come together to eat, 
tarry one for another. 

84 And if any man hunger, let him eat at home ; that ye 
come not together unto condemnation. And the rest will I 
set in order when I come. 

Beixxotioks upon 1 CoK. XI. — ^When churches exemplify unity 
and love, they are like the applo-treo among the trees of the wood. 
When they are separated by the winds of division, bigotry, pride, 
and carnal ambition, they are like a tree nearly denuded of its leaves, 
whose blossoms have almost disappeared by the ravages of ^vouiing 


caterpillars. Satan has many expedients by which he attempts to 
hinder the fruitfulness of the churches. Erroneous (minions are 
among the most successful of his crafty and malicious efforts. The 
ordinances of the Gospel are all invaluable, but we must acknowledge 
with thankfulness and joy that Jesus, the King and Hood of the 
Church, has conferred very peculiar honour on the ordinance and 
sacrament of the Supper. In this ordinance he is held up even 
before the bodily senses in the elements of bread and wine ; and 
thus great spiritual edification and comfort are conveyed to the 
soul. Lot no genuine believers neglect this Divine ordinance while 
its observance is within their reach. Ever may the dying command 
be as music to their ears, ** Do this in remembrance of me ! ” 

PRAYER. 

TJI^E adore thee. Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, as the God 
of ordinances, and as the Lord our God. Thou art 
glorious in the appointment of the ordinances of nature : in 
the rising and setting of the sun, and in the succession of 
days and nights and months and seasons. But we rejoice that 
thy glory shines with greater glory in appointing the ordi- 
nances of worship for thy Church. Praise waiteth for thee, 
O God, in Zion : and unto thee shall the vow be performed. 
O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come. 
Honour and majesty are before tbee : strength and beauty are 
in thy sanctuary. Holy Spirit, bestow on us as a family an 
increasing love to thine ordinances, and an increasing delight 
in thy worship. May we ever look on thine ordinances as an 
invaluable inheritance ; and may we ever be led to worship 
thee in the beauties of holiness. 

Graciously bless what we have now read, and may it be 
profitable for correction and instruction in righteousness. Wo 
thank thee, O Lord, for the history of good men recorded in 
Scripture. We pray that wc may be followers of them, as 
they were of Christ. But, above all, may we ever place before 
our eyes the example of Jesus. We would immediately come 
to thee, O Jesus, that we might learn of thee; for thou art 
meek and lowly in heart. May wc bear some resemblance to 
thee in zeal — may we be constantly going about doing good. 
May we resemble thee in compassion to the souls of men ; and 
may we pray and strive that they may flee from the wrath to 
come. 

Like Paul, may wc travail as in birth, that Christ may be 
formed in the heart of our offspring. Soon inflame their 
hearts with Divine love, and may they testify their superlative 
admiration of Jesus, by sitting at his table, and partaking of 
the emblems of his body and blood. 

Lord, we bless thee for our New Testament passover, the 
sacrament of the Supper. Wc rejoice that by this sacred 
ordinance the death and sufferings of Christ liave been so 
clearly preserved in the remembrance of thy Church. We 
thank God for the unspeakable benefit which thy people, in all 
ages, have derived from this sacred institution. Wo praise 
thee for that most intimate and endearing fellowship which 
thy people have enjoyed with thyself while seated at the 
sacramental table. May all of us now in thy presence 
obtain correct and holy views of thp sacrament of the Supper, 
and may none of us die till we are enabled with conscientious 
liberty to sit down at the table of the Lord, to swear an oath 
of allegiance to his service, and thus testify our love to his 
person, and our admiration of the matchless love he manifested 
m his sufferings and his death. Teach us, heart-searching 
God, impartially to examine ourselves, to know whether we 
are in heart the disciples of Christ, and so eat of the sacra- 
mental bread, and drink of the sacramefntal cup. 

We thank God for the blessing and enjoyments of the 
day. Give ns thy gracious care this night, and may our sleep 
be refreshing and sweetr. Mercifully hear our prayers ana 
forgive otir sms, for our blessed Saviour’s sake. Amfttu 


THIRTY-FOUETH WE1K.~FRIDAY MORNING. 


iraBifcniNBss of thb scriftureb. 

TWicmpAMa. ifarFi. 

1 T^HEN Israel through the desert passedi 

* ^ A £ery pillar went before, 

To guide them through the dreary waste, 
And lessen the fatigues they bore. 

2 Such is thy glorious word, 0 God ! 

’Tis for our light and guidance given ; 

It sheds a lustre all abroad, 

And points the path to bliss and heaven. 

8 It fills the soul with sweet delight, 

And quickens its inactive powers ; 

It sets our wandering footsteps right, 
Displays thy love, and kindles ours. 


Brddomit. 


2 KINGS XXII. 

Qood Kifig JoHah. 

TOSIAH tuaa eight years old when he began to reign, and 
^ he reigned thirty and one years in Jerusalem. And his 
motner’s name was 3 edidah, the daughter of Adaiah of Boscath. 

2 And he did that which was right in the sight of the 
Lord, and walked in all the way of David his father, and 
turned not aside to the right hand or to the left. 

8 And Hilkiali the high priest said unto Shaphan the 
scribe, I have found the book of the law in the liouse of the 
Lord. And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it. 

9 And Shaphan the scribe came to the king, and brouglit 
the king word again, and said. Thy servants have gathered 
the money that was found in the house, and liavo deli^ ered it 
into the hand of them that do the work, that have the over- 
sight of the house of the Loiiu. 

10 And Shaphan the scribe shewed the king, saying, Hil- 
kiah the priest hath delivered me a book. And Shaphan read 
it before the king. 

11 And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words 
of the book of the law, that he rent his clothes. 

12 And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahi- 
kam the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of Michaiali, 
and Shaphan the scribe, and Asahiah a servant of the king^s, 


20 Behold therefore, I will gather thee unto thy lathery 
and thou shalt be gathered into thy grave in peace ; and thine 
eyes shall not see all the evil which I will bring upon this 
place. And they brought the king w^ord again. 

Rkplections trroN 2 Kikgs xxir. — A had king is the greatest curse j 
a good king is the groatost blessing. Therefore, a good king succeed- 
! ing a wicked king, is like the clear shining after the ruin : it is 
j like the sweet singing of birds, after the raging tempest and the 
i earthquake. In every rank and grade, however low, true piety 
sheds a lovely lustre on childhood and youth. But all must acknow- 
ledge, that piety in youthful princes shines with lustre of a peculiar 
brightness. What a sacred treasure is ^*thc Word of God!'^ the 
light which it contains is unspeakably more glorious than the light 
which fills the sky at noon* day. The love w’hich young king Josiah 
manifested to the volu»no of etenial truth was a lovely demonstra- 
tion of that unfeigned piety which was the brightest jewel in his 
crowm. In his day, only o)w coj)y could be found : in our day, the 
I copies of the Word of Life are like the stars for multitude. 

, PIIAYER. 

: ^IREAT and exalted Saviour, we adore thee in all thy 
j Divine and mediatorial prerogatives. Tliou art God, 
j and possessed of essential sovereignty. Thou art the Saviour 
; of a lost world, and as the Redeemer of men thou dost fill the 
I throne of Zion. Thou hast a name, with which the names of 
i archangels arc not WT>rthy to be compared. Thy name is 
I above every name ; and at tliy name every knee shall bow. 
j O what homage slmll bo paid to thy name, when a universe 
I of intelligence shall be assembled before thy tribunal ! Tlien, 

1 O Jesus, every longue, whether voluntarily or reluctantly, 
i shall confess that tliou art Lord, to the glory of God the 
I Father. Open our eyes to sec'. thine excellence and to admire 
thy beauty. May wc join tlic Old Testament Church, and 
sing, Our beloved is white and ruddy ; the chiefest among ten 
I tliousand, and altogether lovely. 

I Wc thank a gracious Providence that the last niglit has not 
proved to us the niglit of death. Wliat are we, that our lives 


saying 

IS Go ye, enquire of the Loiin for me, and for the people, 
and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that is 
found : for great is the wrath of the Loiin tliat is kindled 
against us, because our fathers have not hearkened unto the 
words of this book, to do according unto all that whicli is 
written concerning us. 

14 So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, and 
Shaphan, and Asahiah, went unto Iluldah the prophetess, the 
wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper 
of the wardrobe ; (now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the colkigc ;) 
and they communed with her. 

15 Amd she said unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, Tell the man that sent you to me, 

16 Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will bring evil upon 
this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all the 
words of the book which the king of Judah hath read : 

■ 17 Because they have forsaken me, and have burned incense 
unto other gods, that they might provoke me to anger with 
all the works of their hands; therefore my wrath shall be 
kindled against this place, and shall not be quenched. 

18 But to the king of Judah which sent you to enquire of 
the Lord> thus shall ye say to him, Thus saith the Lord God 
df Israel, As touching the words which thou hast heard ; 

19 Because thine heart was tender, and thou hast humbled 


should have been so long presoi vcd, wlnle thousands less guiltj' 
liavc been removed to the world of spirits unprepared ? 

As a family may Ave feel that love to tliy Word and law 
Avhich Josiah felt. As lie Avas powerfully impressed under 
tlic reading of thy Word, may our hearts be softened and our 
penitential feelings excited under this sacred ordinance. 

We pray that all our rulers may value tlie Word of God as 
Josiah valued it ; and, like him, may they be guided by its 
light and purified by its influence. 

Mag the history of the youthful piety of Josiah produce 
upon the minds of our dear children the most blessed effects, 
Like him, may they love thy Word and ordinances, and he 
affected in their early days with the infinite importance qf 
things Divine, 

Holy Spirit, fill our hearts Avith thankfulness for the abun- 
dance of the Holy Scriptures in these lands of our nativity* 
Wc thank our God that the period of the scarcity jpf the 
Word of life is now passed away. Wliile one wpy of thy 
Word could only be found in the days of good king Josi^, 
wc thank thee that in our day millions of copies of the in- 
estimable treasure are found in A^arious parts of the earth. 
Holy Spirit, enable us to value thy sacred Word. 

We have reason to lament that, in our hearts and lives, we 
have wandered so far from thy revealed will. Wc are guilty 
as individuals, as families, and as a nation. It is of thy mercy 


thyself before the Lord, when thou heardest what I spake 
against this place^ and against the inhabitants thereof, that 
^y should DCoome a desolation and a curse, and hast rent 
. ihy clothes^ and wept before me ; 1 b)so have heard thee^ saiiJi 
ibe Lord. 


that thy wrath is not kindled against us, because we have not 
hearkened unto the words of this book, to do according unto 
all that which is written therein. 

We pray that our persons and services may be accepted| 
and our sins forgiven, for Jesus* sake. Amen. 

3p iW 



THIETY-POUllTII WEEK.— PBIDAY EVENINQ. 


CKfLVlHOBft Of THB SPIRIT COMPARED TO WIND. 


Avhwm, Bmdgatt* FolUtt, c. x. 

1 ^pHE blcsBcd Spirit, like the wind, 

Blows when and where he please ; 

How happy are the men who fc(‘l 
The soul-enlivening breeze. 

2 He forms the carnal mind afresh, 

Subdues tlio power of sin, 

Transforms the heart of stone to flesh, 

And ])lants his grace within, 

3 He sheds abroad the Father’s love. 

Applies redeeming blood. 

Bids both our guilt and grief remove, 

And brings us near to God. Beodome. 

I COUINTIIIANS XII. 

Vanom Qifta of the Spirit. 

TY'OW concerning spiritual yijh, brethren, I would not have 
you ignorant. 

2 Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these 
dumb idols, even as ye were led. 

3 Wherefore I give you to understand, tliat no man speak- 
ing by the Spirit of God ealleth Jesus accursed : and that no 
man can say that Jesus is tlie Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. 

4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 

5 And there are dificrences of administrations, but the same 
Lord. 

6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same 
God which worketh all ia all. 

7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man 
to profit withal. 

11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, 
dividing to every man severally as he will. 

12 For as tlie body is one, and hath many members, and 
all the members of that one body, being many, are one body ; 
so also is Christ. 

13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether %ve be bond or free; 
and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 

14 For the body is not one member, but many. 

15 If the foot shall say. Because 1 am not the hand, 1 am 
not of the body ; is it therefore not of the body ? 

16 And if the car shall say, Because I am not the eye, I 
am not of the body ; is it therefore not of the body? 

17 If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? 
If the whole were hearing, wlierc were the smelling? 

18 But now hath God set the members every one of them 
in the body, as it hath pleased him. 

19 And if tljey were all one member, where were the body? 

20 But now are they many members, yet but one body. 

21 And the eye cannot say unto the band, I have no need 
of thee : nor again the head to the feet, I liave no need of you. 

22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which 
seem to be more feeble, are necessary : 

23 And those members of the body, which we think to be 
less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; 
and our uncomely ^parts have more abundant comeliness. 

24 For our comely parts have no need : but God hath tem- 
pered the body together, having given more abundant honour 
to that part which lacked : 

25 That there should be no schism in the body ; but that 
the members should have the same care one for another. 

BsFLXC^ioirs urow 1 Coa. xii. — Natund talents and gifts, however 
valuable in thoxnsolves, are never sufScient, without Divine grace, 
to enable us to live up to the great end of our existence— -namely, 
to glorify God and enjoy him for ever. Let us, therefore, with 
much earnestness, seek met spiritual gifts ; let us seek them as 
sQver, and search after them os for hiddou treaiuxes. Happy are 
474 


those who pray, not that they may be zidi in jpU# but that 
may be rich in grace. May it be our holy iiiid ued detenoinatiooi 
to seek the kingdom of God and its rigbtsoueneii oefiMHe eveiyt^g 
else, and in preference to everything else. Then idl other things 
necessary and suitable, according to the jjTomise, shall be given us. 
This will indeed be seeking, and obtaining, that good pai4 which 
shall never be taken away. We should be filled with admiration 
and thankfulness, when we think of the great variety of spiritual 
gifts imparted to all believers, but espedally to the ministers of 
Christ, for promoting the interests of his Jungdom, and for the 
edifying of the body of Christ, until all its members slxall reach the 
I full maturity and perfection of grace in heaven. 

I PRlYii! 

"jl/TOST gracious Lord God, we praise thee that there is a 
way of access to the throne of grace, through Jesus, the 
way, the truth, and the life. Holy Spirit, we adore thee as 
God, equal with the Father and the Son. Thou art he who 
in the morning of creation moved upon the face of the waters, 
and who brought order out of confusion. Thou art he who 
workest upon the mind of man in his unregenerate, state, and 
makest old things to pass away, and all things to become new. 
Thou art he who givest a quickening influence to the Word 
read and preached, by which the incorruptible seed springeth 
up unto everlasting life. Thou art he who standest by the 
grave of those who are spiritually dead, and sayest unto them, 
Come forth. We adore thee as the Divine author of all those 
gifts and graces by which thy people are enriched, and by 
which thy ministers are prepared for the arduous and im- 
portant duties of the ministerial oj05cc. We acknowledge 
that no prophets, or apostles, or pastors, or teachers, were 
ever fitted for their spiritual undertaking, but as they were 
inspired and qualified by thee. And we acknowledge that 
thou art the Divine agent by whom all the blessings of a 
Saviour^s purchase are conveyed to the minds of the children 
of men. 

We seek the blessing of the Holy Spirit on what we have 
now read. Make thy blessed Word profitable for our cor- 
rection, and instruction in righteousness, that we may be 
thoroughly furnished unto every good work. 

We thank thee, O Lord, that we are not surrounded by the 
abominations of pagan rites, and that we are not carried away 
by dumb idols. O have mercy on the myriads of the family 
of Adam who arc now giving that worship to false gods which 
is only due to thee, the Father, Son, and Spirit, the only, the 
living, and the true God. Hasteiv the day, the predicted day, 
when the banners of the Cross shall be ui]d'urled in every larid, 
and when the fame of Christas person and righteousness shall 
overspread and bless the earth. 

Bless tho heralds of salvation, and impart unto them ati 
increasing supply of gifts and graces. Great, O Ijord, is the 
work to which they are called. What reason have they to 
exclaim. Who is suflBcient for these things? We rejoice, 
gracious God, that their sufficiency is %of thee, and that thou 
hast never yet forsaken a minister thou hast sent to proolaiiii 
the glorious message of pardon and acceptance through a 
Saviour’s blood. 

Wc pray, heavenly Father, for thy Church universal. May 
all of us be members of thy body the Church, and may we 
look with peculiar affection on all the children of thy qpiritual 
family. 

Make our children thy children. We consider it a greai^ 
honour that they belong to thy Church, than they teere 
allied to the families qf kings, 0 Lordy make them irnne. 

Be our gracious protector this night, and maj our dyiim; 


Advocate. Amem 


TH»TT-FOUETH WEBR-^SATUEDAY MOENING. 


mriB lOB A MTITAXm 
JMpm* <!w^. ^ 

i ^ GOB pf iSiou !. fcpm thy throne 
V liOok with an eye of pihr down ; 

Thy CJhnroh now humbly makes her proyer— 

Thy Church, the objeot of thy care. 

^ We are u building thpn hast raised, 

How kind thy ht^, that band be praised ! 

Yet aU to utter ruin fidU, 

If thou £prsake our tottering walls. 
i 0 show that in our low estate, 

Ho blessing for us is too great ; 

Wo plead thy Son, we plead thy Word, 

0 Founder, Patron, bounteous Lord ! Amon. 

JoMi reforming Spiritual Ahum. 

A ND the king sent, and they gathered unto him all the 
elders of Judah and of Jerusalem. 

2 And the king went up into tlie house of tlie Lord, and 
all the men of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
with him,, and the priests, and the prophets, and all the 
people, both small and great : and he read in their ears all 
the words of the book of the covenant which was found in 
the house of the Loed. 

8 And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant 
Dcfore the Loud, to walk after the Lord, and to keep his 
commandments and his testimonies and his statutes with all 
their heart and all their soul, to perform the words of this 
covenant that were written in this book. And all the people 
stood to the covenant. 

19 And all the hoiises also of the high places that were in 
the cities of Samaria, wliich the kings of Israel had made to 
lu’ovoke the LORD to anger, Josiah took away, and did to 
them according to all tiie acts that he had done in Beth-el. 

20 And he slew all the priests of the high places that were 
there upon the altars, and burned men’s bones upon them^ 
and returned to Jerusalem. 

21 And the king commanded all the people, saying. Keep 
the passover unto the Lord your God, as it is written in the 
book of this covenant. 

22 Surely there was not holden such a passover from the 
days of the judges that judged Israel, nor in ail the days of 
the kings of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah; 

28 But in the eighteenth year of king Josiali, wherein this 
passover w^as holden to the Loro in Jerusalem. 

24 Moreover the workers with iamUiar spirits, and the 
wizards, and tlie images, and the idols, and all the abomina- 
tions that were spied in the land of Judsdi and in Jerusalem, 
did Josiah put away, that he might perform the words of the 
law which were written in the hook that Hilkiah the priest 
found in the house of the Loro. 

25 And like unto him was there no king before him, that 
turned to the Jjouo with all his heart, and with all his soul, 
aad with all his might, according to all the law of Moses; 
neither after him arose there anp like him. 

Notwithstanding the Lord turned not from the fierce- 
ness of his great wrath, wherewith his anger was kindled 
against Judali, because of all the provocations that Maiiasseli 
had provoked him witbsl. 

27 And the Lord said, I will remove Judah also out of my 
sig^^ as I have removed Israel, and will cast off this city 
Jerusalem which I have chosen, and the house of which 1 
said. My name shall hs there. 

28 Now the of acts of Josiah, sad all that he did, 

ens tbw not wfittoo in the book of the iduronicles of the 
kings of Judah? . ,--nr^r - rT-ir-.ir 

Ssvnaomirs nadir 2 Karst menr.— Ws sae in Josiah the great 
teiiwnes at Magt, and tiie nsspaskshle benefit aocoiapsaying and 


following tho holy example of good kings. Hations never can bs 
pronounced truly prosperous, unless God’s house is generally and 
regularly frequented, the ordinances of religion observed, and the 
Sabbath sanctiflod by all classes of tho community. Cities may be 
defended by lofty walls, and ‘ nations protected by numerous and 
powerful armies; but while God is dishonoured, his ordinances 
despised, his house forsaken, and his Sabbath desecrated, these cities 
and nations are w’eak, notwithstanding all their apparent strength, 
and in constant peril, notwithstanding all their appiu-ent security. 
Blessed are nations and individuals, when, like good Josiah, they 
have entered into covenant with God. We should give ourselves 
no rest until w^e have entered into covenant with Christ ; until we 
can say, in the language of holy assurance, ** Ho hath made with me 
an everlasting covenant.” 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, thou art our lawgiver, our king, and our 
judge. We acknowledge that all thy laws are infinitely 
worthy of thyself ; they are holy, just, and good. Thou art 
exalted, O Ood, inconecivably above the comprehension of 
men and of angels. O what reason have we to rejoice that, 
though thou art high, yet thou hast respect unto the lowly. 
May we be among tlic penitent, the humble, and the lowly, 
w'hom thou respectest. O deliver us from pride which is 
so abominable in thy sight. With justice thou seest the 
proud afar off. We confess the pride and the corruption of 
our hearts. We have now read of the corruption which pre- 
vailed in Judea, when Josiah, thy pious servant, ascended the 
throne. Gracious God, the depravity of that degraded and 
backsliding nation reminds us of tlie depravity of our own 
hearts. What reason have we as a family to mourn over our 
unconcern, our apathy, and carelessness, about things Divine I 
We would lament that as a family we arc so little governed 
by Gospel principle, and so little illuminated by Gospel light. 
We would lament that as a family we are so irregular in the 
discharge of those duties and the observance of those ordi- 
nances which are wisely appointed for thy glory and for our 
advantage; and as individuals ue would confess and mourn 
over our personal corruption. Incline our hearts, O Lord, to 
come unto thee for the sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit, 
by whom alone we can be instructed to liate and forsake sin. 
We pray for the gracious fulfilment of that promise : Then 
will 1 sprinkle clean water upon you, and yc shall be clean : 
from all your filtlnness, and from all your idols will I cleanse 
you. Heavenly Father, mercifully do as thou hast promised. 
Thou hast promised, A new heart also will 1 give you, and a 
new spirit will 1 put within you ; and I will take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of 
flesh. Heavenly Father, mercifully do as thou hast promised. 
Thou hast promised, 1 will put my Spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in mv statutes, and yc shall keep my judg- 
ments and do them. 0 heavenly Father, through the merit 
of our Saviour’s death, do as thou hast promised. 

ife lay the hearts of our beloved children before thee. Thou 
knowest their folly and ignorance and corruption. 0 give them 
new hearts — hearts beautified with holiness, and hearts warmed 
with the love of Christ. May our servants be born again. 

Wc thank thee, O King of Zion, that at various |>eriodt 
thou didst qualify and raise up men as reformers m thy 
Church, to correct and remove those abuses which in the 
course of ages were accumulated by the pride, ambition, euL 
covetousness of men. Lord, we pray for an increase of such 
men in our day. O let there be a reformation in our hearts, 
in our families,' in oiur churches, and in our nation. 

We present our thanks for the kindness of a gracious Pro- 
vidence during the past ni^t; and may Divine grace be 
communicated to assist in the duties of the day. Hear 
our imperfect prayers, and forgive our sins, for Jesus’ sake* 
Amen. 

3 P 3 


THIRTY-FOUBTH WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENING. 


HKtlOlON VAIN WITHOUT LOVE. 

Abbot Coimh, Charity, New Sahbath. i» 

\ TTAT) I tho tongues of Greeks and Jews, 

And nobler speech than angels use 
If love bo absent, I am found 
Like tinkling brass, an empty sound. 

2 Were I inspired to preach and tell 
All that is done in heaven and hell, 

Or could my faith the world remove. 

Still I am nothing without love. 

3 Should I distribute all my store 
To feed tho bowtds of the poor, 

Or give my body to the flame 

To gain a martyr’s glorious name; 

4 If love to God and Jove to men 
He absent, all my hopes are vain ; 

Nor tongues, nor gifts, nor iiery zeal, 

Tho work of love can e’er fulfil. 

^ Watto, 13i,H. /. 

1 CORINTHIANS XII. 

Cknrrh one Body, 

A nd whether one nicnihcr siifler, all the members suffer 
with it; or one member be honoured, all the members 
rejoice with it. 

27 Now ye arc tlic body of Christ, and members in par- 
ticular. 

28 And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, 
secondarily prophets, thirdly teaclicrs, after that miracles, then 
gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. 

31 But covet earnestly the best gifts : and yet shew I unto 
you a more excellent way. 

1 CORINTHIANS XIIL 

Christian Love, 

rpHOUOII I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, 
and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or 
a tinkling cymbal. 

2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand 
all mysteries, and all knowledge ; and though I have all faith, 
so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I 
am nothing. 

3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and 
though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it 
profiteth me nothing. 

4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; 
charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 

6 Doth not behave itself unseemly, sccketh not her own, is 
not easily provoked, thinketh no evil ; 

6 Rejoieeth not in iniquity, hut rejoiceth in the truth ; 

7 Bearcth aU things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
enduretk all things. 

8 Charity never faileth : hut whether there be prophecies, 
they shall fail ; whether there be tongues, they shall cease ; 
whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 

. 9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 

10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which 
is in part shall be done away. 

11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as 
a child, I thought as a child : but when I became a man, I 
put away childish things. 

12 For now we see through a glass, darkly ; but then face 
to face : now I know in part ; but then shall I know even as 
also I am known. 

18 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three ; but 
the greatest of these is charity. 

Rbflscixons trroK 1 Cob. xii., xht. — ^A ro wo the mombers of the 
mystical body of Christ.?' If so, we take an interest— a peculiar 
interest— in those who are fellow-members with ourselves in the 
same body. Wo weep with those of them who weep, and we 


rejoice with such of them as rejoice. Whmi we eemsidor those 
office-bearers whom Christ has appointed to watch over the ooucems 
of his Church, we should prav with much fervour and persevering 
constancy, that Go'd would fill his ministers with his Spirit. It 
is when ministers are eminently endowed with the infiuezioes of the 
Spirit, poured down from on high, that God’s saints shout aloud for 
joy. It is then that the gardens of the churches exhale in rich 
degree tho fragrance of grace, that the odoriferous spices flow out ; 

! and it is then tho fruits of righteousness are most rich and abundant, 
j “ God is love : ” love brought Christ from heaven to earth. Because 
he loved us, ho gave the highest testimony of his love — ^he died for 
us. If we are his, love reigns in our heart, and Jesus fills the 
I throne of our afiectious. May the grace of love be ours, and may 
' wc be made perfect in love ! Amen. 

PRAYER. 

B lessed Saviour, we acknowledge and adore thee in all 
thy Divine perfections and mediatorial excellences. Thou 
art God, equal with the Father and the Holy Spirit. Thou 
and thy Father are one ; thou art one in nature, in essence, 
in attributes, in prerogatives, in blessedness, and glory. Thou 
art uncreated, immutable, and independent, without begin- 
niug of days or end of life. We would therefore take up our 
song and sing, Hosanna to the Son of David in the highest ! 
Thy natures are two, thy person is one : hosanna in the highest 
to the Son of God ! 

Divine Saviour, we acknowledge and adore thee as the head 
of thy body, the Church. Thou art far above all principality 
and power and might and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but in that which is to come. 
We rejoice that in thy mediatorial capacity all things are put 
under thy feet, and that thou art the head over all. things to 
the Church. We rejoice, O Jesus, that thou art not only a 
liead of authority to thy Church, but also a head of influence. 
As the members of the natural body depend upon the head, 
so may wc depend on thee. As the members of the natural 
body derive influence from the head, so may we derive in- 
fluence and grace from thee. Lord, give us that faith, by 
which we shall hold Christ the head, from whom all the body 
by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, are knit 
together, and increase with all the increase of God, 

Wc thank the God of Providence that we are assembled at 
the close of the day, and at the close of the week, in such 
circumstances of comfort before the throne of grace. O that 
all of us may cherish the well-grounded hope of assembling 
together with angels and saints before the throne of glory ! 
May the mercies of the week excite the gratitude and love of 
our hearts. Lord, sprinkle us with the merit of our Saviour’s 
blood ; then shall the guilt of all our sins be removed from 
us, as far as the east is distant from the west. If consistent 
with thy holy will, may we be preserved through this night, 
and spared to see the light of another Sabbath-day. We 
thank thee for the Gospel, which contains a religion of love, 
and which exhibits a Saviour of love. May Divine love be 
richly shed abroad in the hearts of all thy ministers and 
people on the approaching day. .Bless to us what we have 
now read of Christian love. May that love reign in the midst 
of us as a family, and in the midist of us as a congregation. 

Let Christian love adorn the minds of our children and 
domestics, 0 fill their hearts with love to Christ, and with 
love to all who bear his image, • 

Comfort aged saints with the believing conviction of them 
interest in the love of Christ, and fill their hearts with in-^ 
creasing love to aU the members of his Church. As they 
draw nearer and nearer to that heavenly world where love 
reims pre-eminent, may their love to Christ become m<m 
ardent, and all their graces more vigorous and lively. 

Lord, hear our inmrfeot prayers, for Jesus^ sake. And 
may the grace of the Lord Jesua Christ be with ns alL Amiw 


THIRTY.PIPTH WEEK.—SABBATH MORNING. 


7B4I8X FOE EMINENT EELIVEEANCE. 

8aiid>uiy Plain. Oratitude, Maidttone. c. u, 

1 TXL bless tbo Lord from day to day ; 

^ How good are all his ways ! 

Te humble souls that use to pray, 

Come, help my lips to praise. 

2 Sing to the honour of his name, 

How a poor sufferer cried, 

Nor was his hope exposed to shame, 

Nor was his suit denied. 

3 I told the Lord my sore distress 

“With heavy groans and tears ; 

He gave my sharpest torments ease, 

And silenced all my fears. WAvrs, Pe. 34, p. J, 

PSALM LXXXVII. 

Mount Zion. 

TTIS foundation, is in the holy mountains. 

2 The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more than all the 
dwellings of Jacob. 

8 Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. Selah. 

4 I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon to them that 
know me : behold Philistia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia ; this 
man was born there. 

5 And of Zion it shall be said. This and that man was born 
in her : and the highest himself shall establish her. 

6 The Lord shall count, when he WTiteth up the people, 
that this man was born there. Selah. 

7 As well the singers as the players on instruments shall be 
there : all my springs are in thee. 

PSALM LXXXVIII. 

Pvayev in Affliction, 

O LORD God of my salvation, I have cried day and night 
before thee : 

2 Let my prayer come before thee : incline thine car unto 
my cry; 

8 For my soul is full of troubles : and my life draweth nigh 
unto the grave. 

9 Mine eye mourneth by reason of affliction : Loud, 1 
have called daily upon thcc, I have stretched out my hands 
unto thee. 

10 Wilt thou shew wonders to the dead ; sliall the dead 
arise and praise thee? Schih, 

11 Shall thy loviugkindness bo declared in the grave? or 
thy faithfulness in destruction ? 

12 Shall thy wonders be known in tlic dark? and thy 
righteousness in the land of forgetfulness ? 

18 But unto thee have 1 cried, O Loud ; and in the morn- 
ing shall my prayer prevent thee. 

14 Lord, why casteth thou off my soul ? why hidest thou 
thy face from me ? 

16 I am afflicted and ready to die from imj youth up ; ivhile 
I. suffer thy terrors I am distracted. 

16 Thy fierce wrath goeth over me ; thy terrors have cut 
me off. 

18 Lover and friend hast thou put far from me, and mine 
acquaintance into darkness. 

RsfLECTiONS TTPON PsALH LXXXVII., LXXXVIII. — How infinitely 
secure is Zion, the Church of t)ie living God, in having for her 
foundation Jesus the Rock of ages. ‘We cannot conceive Christ's 
love to his Church, and the delight he enjoys in tho adoring worship 
and in tho loving obedience of his people, for whom ho shed his 
blood and laid down his life. Let us rejoice in the glorious media- 
torial nctories Christ has yet to achieve. Ho is destined to conquer 
all nations by his Word and Spirit. He is destined to emancipate all 
nations fii^om paganism, idolatry, and superstition. When these 
moral, spitiiuol, and merciful victories are ocoomplished ; when the 
streams of salvation, flowing from the springs of Divine love, shall 
hasE invigorated and fertUisod all portions of the globe, then shall 


the arches of tho heavenly temple re-echo with the following song 
of triumph, ** The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdom 
of our Lord, and of his Christ ! Hallelujah ! Hallelujah ! *’ On earth 
believers cry in prayer ; in heaven, they lift up their voice in lofty 
songs of loudest, sweetest praise. Here, they are sometimes full of 
sorrows ; in heaven, they are filled with the delights of immortality, 
in the immediate presence of their exalted and glorified Redeemer, 

in whoso presence is fulness of joy, and at wdiose right hand are 
pleasures for evermore." 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, thou art the God of salvation, to whom 
^ all flesh should come in prayer and humble adoration. 
Great art thou, and greatly to be feared and held in reverence 
by all who draw near unto thee. We come unto thee as a 
family, on the morning of thy blessed, honoured day. We 
thank thee that we liave been preserved during another night, 
and that we appear before thee crowned with many blessings, 
and are encouraged to prostrate ourselves in thy gracious pre- 
sence to seek an increase of blessings from the treasury of thy 
grace. 

Glory to thy name, O Lord, that thou liast laid in the 
holy mountains of Zion Jesus Christ as the sure foundation of 
the faith and the hopes of thy people. Make thy ministers 
faithful in exhibiting this foundation in all the public services 
of the sanctuary. Teach them. Holy Spirit, to convince the 
hardened and the careless of their true state, and that their 
danger is great while they build their hopes on any other 
foundation than Christ; and that if they die rejecting Jesus, 
the only foundation, their destruction is inevitable. Lord, 
make thy servants compassionate and faithful. 

We bless thee, O God of ordinances, for that love which 
thou hast ever manifested to all the means of grace. But we 
acknowledge with joy that, while thou lovest thy private 
ordinances, represented by the dwellings of Jacob, thou hast 
a peculiar love to the public ordinances, represented by the 
gates of Zion. We bless thcc for all the saving good which 
has been effected through the private ordinances of religion ; 
but we would more especially magnify thy name because of 
the far more extensive benefit which the Holy Spirit has com- 
I municated by the public preaching of the everlasting Gospel 
of Christ. Thou hast promised, Of Zion it shall be said, This 
and that man was born in her; and the Highest himself shall 
establish her. The Lord shall count, when he writeth up the 
people, that this man was bom there. Heaven grant that this 
promise may be literally fulfilled in the experience of all now 
before thee. 

When our children hear the Gospel in Ihy courts, may it be 
instrumental in accomplishing their regeneration. May they 
be born of incorruptible seed, even the Word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever. Teach our servants to place their 
hopes of pardon, acceptance, and heaven on Christy the sure 
and only foundation laid in Zion, 

Lord, have mercy on all the hearers of thy Word, whenever 
and wherever they may he assembled. Faith cometh by hear- 
ing. O may multitudes give the hearing of faith I May the 
afflicted be comforted under the hearing of the joyful sound. 
Such as are confined at home by bodily affliction and the 
infirmities of age, may their meditations on the glorious doc- 
trines of the Gospel and the promises of Divine truth sooth 
their afflicted hearts, and may their souls be animated and 
cheered by the well-grounded hopes of the joys and the bless- 
edness of heaven. Lord, prepare us for the day of affliction ; 
and, when that day arrives, may we enjoy the presence of our 
God, which will render all our afflictions blessings in disguise. 

Graciously hear these our humble prayers, for Jesus^ sake, 
our Surety and Advocate. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, kc. 


THIBTY.PIBTH WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


rMIHFULNBSS OF GOD. 

£ritith» Devim* c. M. 

1 T nevor-ceating songs shall show 

The mercies of the Lord, 

And make Buecceding ages know 
How faitliful is liis word. 

2 The sacred truth his lips pronounco 

Shall firm as heaven endure ; 

And if he speak u promise once, 

Tlie eternal grace is sure. 

3 How long the race of David held 

The promised Jewish tlironc ! 

But there’s a nobler covenant sealed 
To David’s greater Son. 

4 His seed for over shall possess 

A tlirone above tlie skies ; 

The meanest subject of his grace 
Shall to that glory rise. 

Watts, Pa, 80, p. /. 

PSALM LXXXTX. 

Praise for QotVs Mercies. 

T WILL sing of the mercies of the Loud for ever : with my 
* mouth will I make known thy faithfulness to all genera- 
tioUB. 

2 For I have said, Mercy shall lie built up for ever : thy 
faithfulness shalt thou cstablisli in the very heavens. 

3 I have made a covenant with my chosen, I liave sworn 
unto David rny servant, 

4 Thy seed will 1 establish for ever, and build up tby throne 
to all generations. Selah. 

6 And the heavens shall praise thy wonders, O Loiin ; thy 
faithfulness also in the congregations of the saints. 

6 For who in tlie heaven can be compared unto the Loud ? 
who among the sons of the mighty can be likened unto the 
Lord? 

7 God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, 
and to be had in reverence of all tharn that are about him. 

8 O Lord God of hosts, who is a strong Lord like unto 
thee? or to tliy faithfulness round about tliee? 

9 Thou rulcst the raging of the sea: when the waves 
thereof arise, thou .stillest tlioni. 

10 Thou hast broken Kabul) in pieces, as one that is slain; 
thou hast scattered thine enemies with thy strong arm. 

11 The lieavcns thine, the earth also is thine: as for 
the wwld and the fulness thereof, tliou liast founded them. 

12 The north and the south thou hast created them ; Tabor 
and Hermou shall rejoice iii tiiy name. 

^ 13 Thou hast a mighty arm : strong is thy hand, a 7 id high 
IB thy right hand. 

14 Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne: 
mercy and truth shall go before tliy face. 

16 Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound : they 
Bhall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance. 

16 In thy name shall they rejoice all the day ; and in thy 
righteousness shall they he exalted. 

17 For thou art the glory of their strength : and in thy 
favour our horn shall be exalted. 

18 For the Loud m our defence; and the Holy One of 
Israel is our king. 


BEFiiiCTioNs UPON PsAi.M iJciXTX.— Who can calculate the multi- 
tude of God’s mercies in providence and in grace ? They arc 
fitiirs of heaven. Who can calculate the value 
A IT L more precious than the gold of Ophir. 

Ail that the heart of man can possibly desire ore not worthy to be 
compared with them ; especially the blessings of salvation, which 
cest Immanuel fals blood and his life, shaU furnish matter for the 
songs of the Church militant to the close of time, and for the songs 
rf the ChuToh triumphant in heaven through the ceaseleM ages of 


eternity. What a glorious edifice is the haildhig of mercy ! Look 
I to its foundations: they are the perfeotious and purposes of Qod) 
they are the righteousness and intercession of Cbnst ; they are the 
faithful promises of God, sure and firm as the throne of the great 
Eternal. Let us rejoice in the covenant conehnied betwixt tim 
Father and the Son. May we see our interest in that covenant 
And let us rejoice in the mediatorial throne which Jesus fills. 


I desire, exalted Jehovah, in dependence upon thy Holy 

> Spirit, and through the infinite merit of our Divine 

Mediator, to approach thy throne of grace, and present our 
evening sacrifice. Glory to thy name for a preached Gospel, 
for the assistance given to tby servant our minister, for the 
, assistance given to all the ambassadors of the cross, for the 
: comfort imparted to thy people, and for any instances of sav- 
; ing benefit, in turning sinners from the error of their ways, 
j and making them lie prostrate at our Saviour’s feet. May we 
I retire to rest under a lively impression of thy goodness; and, 
if w'c are sj)arc(l to enter upon the duties of another day, may 
wc testify that we have felt the saving and purifying influence 
of a preached Gospel. 

Wc adore thee, O Lord, for the displays of thy mercy given 
in Jesus (^lirist. May we know what saving mercy is, and be 
instructed with joyful hearts to sing of mercy. With the 
Church militant we would sing on earth of thy mercy flowing 
to sinful man through the channel of our Saviour’s righteous- 
ness ; and may we sing of tliy mercy w'ith the Church trium- 
phant for ever in heaA^eii. 

O Lord, thou art a faitliful God — faithful to thy purposes, 
and faithful to thy promises. Thy mercy shall be built up for 
ever; and thy faithluluess tiiou luist estalilished in the heavens. 
When we think of thy glorious attributes, and of the purposes 
of thy mercy — when wc meditate on the covenant of thy grace, 
and of the blessings of a Saviour’s purcliase, what reason liave 
w'c to adore thee in the language of the inspired Psalmist : For 
who in the heaven can bo compared unto the Lord? Who 
among the sons of the mighty can be likened unto the Lord? 
Thou, the Lord of hosts, art greatly to be feared in the 
as.scmbly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all that 
are round about thee. Lord, teach us to fear thee, and in 
every religious ordinance may wc be inspired with the rever- 
ence of filial devotion and unfeigned love. 

Thou art glorious, O Jjord, in all thou hast done for tby 
Church, and in the mighty deliverances thou hast accomplished 
for thy people. O Lord God oL hosts, who is a strong Lord 
like unto thee? or to thy faitlifulness round about thee? 

We desire, O Jesus, to rejoice in thy royal authority, and 
in the exercise of thy mediatorial power over thy Gliuxvh, 
Thy government is wise and righteous and merciful. Justice 
and judgment arc tlie habitation of thy throne; mercy and 
truth go before thy face. Wc acknowledge ourselves as thy 
subjects, and thyself as our king. May it be our happiness 
on earth, and our blessedness in heaven, to crown thee Lord 
of all. 

We thank our God for the joyful sound. May each one of 
us know it, and love it, and believe it. 

Lord, apply the joyful sound to the minds of our offspring 
and servants ; and may they walk in the light of thy cowsim>» 

praise thee that we have heard of the covenant of grace* 
May we and all our relatives and friends be brought within 
the bonds of the everlasting covenant, and may we be 
terested in all its blessings. As a family, as a congrega* 
lion, and as| a nation, iiia^ the Lord be our defence, and th* 
Holy One of Israel our king. All ve uk is for 
JesoB^ thy vrell-beloved Son. Amen. 

Our Father irhidi art in heami, Ito. 



TOUWT.FlPtH HfBEK.— MONDAY MORNINO. 


fo winiBU oxta cotrastt with jot. 
IHvmphafa, JTtr^. SMUt, l. m. 

1 A SSIST MB, Lord ! thy name to praise 
^ For the rich Gospel of thy gi’aoe ; 

And that our hearts may love it more, 

Teach them to feel its vital power. 

2 With joy may we our course pursue, 

And keep the crown of life in vijw ; 

That crown which in one hour repays 
The labour of ten thousand days. 

3 Should bonds or death obstruct our way, 

Unmoved their terrors we’ll survey; 

And the last hour improve for thee. 

The last of life or liberty. Gibbons. 

2 CHRONICLES XXXV. 

Oood JoaiaJi*8 Death, 

A PTER all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, 
Necho king of Egypt came up to figlit against Charche- 
nsish Euphrates: and Josiah went out against him. 

28 And the archers shot at king Josiah ; and the king said 
to his servants, Have me away; for I am sore wounded. 

24 His servants therefore took him out of tliat chariot, and 
put him in the second chariot that he had ; and they brought 
him to Jerusalem, and he died, and was buried in one of the 
sepulchres of his fathers. And all Judah and Jerusalem 
mourned for Josiah. 

25 And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah: and all the singiiig 
men and the singing women spake of Josiah in their lamen- 
tations to this day, and made them an ordinance in Israel : 
and, behold, they are written in the lamentatiorjs. 

26 Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and his goodness, 
according to that which was written in the law of the Lord, 

27 And his deeds, first and last, behold, they are written 
in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah. 

2 CHRONICLES XXXVI. 

The Captivity, 

rilHEN the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of 
Josiah, and made him king in his father’s stead in Jeru- 
salem. 

2 Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. 

8 And the king of Egypt put him down at Jerusalem, and 
condemned the land in an hundred talents of silver and a 
talent of gold. 

4 And the king of Egypt made Eliakim his brother king 
over Judah and Jerusalem, and turned his name to Jehoiakim. 
And Nccho took Jehoahaz his brother, and carried him to 
Egypt. 

8 Jehoiakim tvas twenty and five years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem : and he 
did that which was evil in the sight of the Loud his Qod. 

6 Against him came up Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 
and bound him in fetters, to carry him to Babylon. 

7 Nebuchadnezzar also carried off the vessels of the house 
of the Lord to Babylon, and put them in his temple at 
Babylon. 

8 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and his abomina- 
tions which he did, and that which .was found in him, behold, 
thev ate written in the book of the kings of Israel and J udah : 
and Jehoiachin his son reigned in liis stead. 

8 Jehoiachin eight years old when be began to reign, 
and he reigned three months and ten days in Jerusalem : and 
he did MnF tahich was evil in the sight of the Lord. 

10 Attd when the year was expired, king Nebuchadnezzar 
Sint, and brought him to Babylon, with the goodly vessels of 
the house of the Load, and made 2Sedekiah his brother king 
over JFudah and Jerusalem* 


Rsfleotxoks xrtov 2 Ohror. xxxv., zxxti.— It is humbling to 
think that a blemish should have appeared in the character of holy 
king Josiah, immediately before he exchanged his earthly for his 
I heavenly crown. At all times, we should (Carefully avoid every 
description of association and friendship with graceless men, which 
is not clearly sanctioned by duty, and pointed out by Iho Divine 
will. Most oamcstly should believers pray, tlmt they may be 
enabled to keep the garments of their profession 6lean and unspotted 
from the world. The dying pillow, even of a genuine saint, may 
be filled with the thorns of painful recollections and regrets. Happy 
and honoured are they who finish their coui-se with holy consistency, 
and thus prevent their genuine piety being suspected, or their 
dying moments from being enveloped *ivith the dark clouds of sorrow 
and gloom * 

PRAYER. 

XT OLY and gracious Spirit, our sanctifier, mercifully com- 
muiiicate to our souls thy Divine grace, that we may be 
enabled to lift up the eyes of our souls in earnest prayer to 
the perfections of God, tliose hills of Divine and uncreated 
strength from whence conieth our help. O that each one of. 
us could sing, in the exercise of a lively fairh, 1 will lift up 
mine eyes to the hills whence cometh my help. My help 
cometh from thee. Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

We would draw near unto thee, O Lord, under a deep and 
humbling sense of our sinfulness and guilt. O that we were 
instructed to view the corruptioiis of our hearts as a body of 
sin and death I God forbid that wc slioiild admire what is so 
vile and loathsome ; or that we sliould wish to preserve that 
which deserves to be destroyed. We would lament that we 
cleave so closely to that wliich should be cast away with ab- 
horrence, like the viper wdiich attached itself to the Apostle’s 
hand. Teach us, divine Spirit, to oppose and restrain and 
crucify the flesh, with its aflectioiis and lusts, W^o humbly 
seek an interest in the righteousness of Jesus, to take away 
the guilt of sin ; and we humbly seek an interest in the spirit 
of Christ, to take away the vile and hateful stains of sin, and 
adoni us with the imperishable beauty of Divine holiness and 
grace. O that each one of us were longing for holiness with 
greater earnestness than the hart j)antelh after the water- 
brooks ! May that day arrive wlien wc shall bo lioly as God 
is holy ; when that which is perfect shall have come, and that 
which is in part shall he done away. Wc ))ray, thou King 
of kings, that the nations of tljc earth may be I))es8ed with holy 
Christian rulers. Soon may the Gospel visit all the nations 
and kingdoms of the world, and its regenerating influence be 
felt by all their rulers. O that all rulers resembled good 
Josiah in their lives, and when they die had their memories 
embalmed in the loving lamentations of their subjects ! 

Deliver the earth from wicked rulers. Convince these 
enemies of God and men of their awful responsibility, and 
that they must stand, like the meanest of their subjects^ 
before the judgment-scat of Christ. Wc acknowledge thy 
justice in allowing wicked princes to reign as the punish- 
ment of sinful and rebellious nations. 

Enable us, O Lord, who are the lieads of this family, to 
exhibit before all who are committed to our care an example 
adorning the Gospel of Christ. God forbid tlmt we should 
present an example that should either lead them astray, or 
encourage indiflerence about the concerns of the soul. 

Suffer not our dear children to do what is evil in the sight 
of the Lord, May they never forget that thou art an alU 
seeing God. May our servants do the will of God from the 
heart. 

We present our humble thanks for the mercies of the past 
Sabbath and the past night. We supplicate the blessing and 
smiles of our God this day. May wo show by our lives that 
we have not heard the Gospel of Christ in vain. Graciously 
hear and forgive, for our great Redeemer’s sake. Amen. 


THIETY-FIPTH WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


okrist’b victory over bin, death, and hell. 

New Vktoty* New Conquest. Halifax. c. m. 

1 ^HE Lord I how glorious is his face ! 

How kind his smiles appear ! 

And 0 what melting words he says 
To every humble ear I 

2 When hell and all its spiteful powers 

Stood dreadful in my way, 

To rescue those dear lives of yours 
1 gave my own away. 


and souls are saved. What is the sum of GpspMsl-px^aohixig? His 
to hold up Jesus in his person, his offloes, iis righteou^ess and 
intercession. It is to point out his death os the fountain of 
and his exaltation as the glorious and wdll-meiited reword of his 
humiliation, obedience, and sufferings. How delightful, satiafSM>» 
tory, and consoling to know, and believe, the conneotion betwixt 
the resurrection of Jesus, and tho resurrection of his saints. He 
rose ns theii’ representative ; they rose in him ; and because he rose, 
their glorious resurrection is secured. 


3 But while I bled, and groaned, and died, 

1 ruined Satan’s throne; 

High on my cross I hung, and spied 
The. monster tumbling down. 

4 Victorious God ! what can we pay 

For favours so divine ? 

We would devote our hearts away 
To be for ever thine. 

Watts, 21 , B. III. 

1 COllINTHTANS XV. 

Chnst's Death and lleswrection. 

M oreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel 
which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, 
and wherein ye stand ; 

2 By which also yc arc saved, if ye kec]) in memory what 
I preached uiito you, unless yo have believed in vain. 

3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also 
received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures ; 

4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third 
day according to the scriptures : 

6 And tliat he was seen of (yCphas, tlieii of the twelve : 

6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren 
at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, 
but some are fallen asleep. 

7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 
8' And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out ! 
of due time. 

9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to 
be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 
10 But by the grace of God I am what T am : and his 

B ace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain ; but 1 
[)oured more abundantly than they all ; yet not I, but the 
gprace of God which was with me. 

11 Therefore whether it wei^e I or they, so we preach, and 
BO yc believed. 

12 Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, 
how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the 
dead? 

13 But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is 
Christ not risen : 

14 And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, 
and your faith is also vain. 

15 Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God ; because 
we have testified of God that he raised up Christ : whom he 
raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. 

16 For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised : 

17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain ; vc are 
yet in your sins. 

18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are 
perished. 

19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, wo are of all 
men most miserable. 


RXFI.BCTXOXS UPON 1 Cof. xv.—Whou the Gospel is faithfully pro- 
claimed, and believingly and affectionately received, the great end of 
tho Gospel is fblly obtained ; for God is honoured, Christ is exalted. 

Aan ' ’ 


PRAYER. 

J ESUS, our divine Saviour, we adore thee as a inighty con- 
queror ; and we praise thee for what we have now read of 
thy sufferings and thy glory, of thy contests and of thy 
triumphs. Thou art the conqueror of sin, of death, of the 
grave, and of the powers of darkness. Thou hast ascended 
up oil high, thou hast led captivity captive, thou hast received 
gifts for men, even for the rebellious also, that the Lord God 
might dwell among them. Thou art our God, even the God 
of our salvation ; and unto thee, the Lord, the issues of death 
do belong. We adore thee, O Jesus, in that honour and 
glory ascribed to thee by angels, after thy victory over death 
and the grave : they brought thy chariot from above, to bear 
thee to thy throne ; Oh with what ecstacies of loudest triumph 
tliey sweetly sung, The glorious work is done ! 

Father, Son, and S})irit, one Jehovah, we present our 
tribute of thankfulness before thee, that we are permitted, 
after the business, the cares, and the temptations of the day, 
to draw near to thy mercy-scat, to present our evening sacri- 
fice. Make us grateful for the undeserved mercies of the 
day. We thank thee for temporal mercies, but above all for 
spiritual blessings. O wash away, in the laver of a Re- 
deemer's righteousness the guilt we have contracted. The 
shades of night arc now beginning to surround us ; may they 
remind us of the approaching shades of death. Exercising a 
lively confidence in Jesus, may wo be no more afraid to lie 
down in the grave than to lie down on our beds. As we can 
only hejis to awake on tlie approaching day, without any 
assured oonfidence that our eyes shall see tlic light of to- 
morrow's sun, may we exercise the believing confidence that 
wc shall awake on the morning of the resurrection amid the 
songs of angels, and that these bodies of ours, which must bo 
reduced to the ruins of the grave, shall be raised out of the 
tomb arrayed in all the glories of immortality. 

We thank our heavenly Father for the great and encourag- 
ing truths we have now read. We thank thee for what they 
have told us of the resurrection of Jesus, which is past, and 
what they have foretold of the resurrection of believers, which 
is to come. O give us grace to admire and believe and retain 
that Gospel, which is the revelation of thy love, and which 
holds out the animating and encouraging prospects of a 
heavenly state. 

Lord, impart the grace of faith to our beloved children, that 
in their early days their minds may rejoice in the prospect of 
a glorious resurrection, and of eternal fellowship with Chiat 
in heaven. 

May wc and all our relatives possess that faith in Christ 
which will enable us to look onward to the heavenly state, 
when we shall be associated in the employments and sublime 
blessedness of the celestial world. Comfort the minds of our 
apd friends with the prospects of the glory of a future state. 
Though now surrounded by the mists of age, may they look 
through these dark clouds, and with the eye of faith hehoh^ 
the glory which awaits the saints of God. May they feel that 
they are on the verge of heaven, and therefore patiently boar 
the infirmities of advanced years. Graciously hear our prayen 
and forgive our sins, for Jesus^ sake. Amen. 



THntTY.nFTH WES5K.--^TUBSDAY MOENING. 


XffiMJSL’s ftIK AND PXTNISHMISNT. 

OM/ukr. /or(2afi*« j^atzAt. Oxford, c. m. 

^ O ® rebellious house 

^ Was JaooVs ancient race ; 

False to their own moat solemn tows, 

And to their Maker’s grace. 

2 He fh)m the rook their thirst supplied ; 

The gushing waters fell, 

And ran in rivers by their side, 

A constant miracle. 

3 Tot they provoked the Lord most high, 

And dared distrust his hand : 

Can he with broad our host supply 

Amidst this desert land } 

4 The Lord with indignation hoard, 

And caused his wrath to flame ; 

His terrors over stand prepared 

To vindicate his name. 

_ _ ^Wattb, 78 , /i. 

2 CHRONICLES XXXVI. 

Jew9 cm'i'ied captive. 

^EDEKIAH was one and twenty years old when he began 
^ to reign, and reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. 

12 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord 
his God, and humbled not himself before Jeremiah the pro- 
phet speaking from the mouth of the Lord. 

13 And he also rebelled against king Nebuchadnezzar, udio 
had made him swear by God : but he stiffened his neck, and 
hardened his heart from turning unto the Lord God of Israel. 

14 Moreover all the chief of the priests, and the people, 
transgressed very much after all the abominations of the 
"heathen ; and polluted the house of the Lord which he had 
hallowed in Jerusalem. 

15 And the Lord God of their fathers sent to them by his 
messengers, rising up betimes, and sending ; bc^causc he had 
compassion on his people, and on his dwelling place : 

16 But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised 
his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the 
.Lord arose against his people, till there was no remedy. 

17 Therefore he brought upon them the king of the 
Chaldees, who slew their young men with the sword in the 
house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion upon young 
man or maiden, old man, or him that stooped for age : he gave 
them all into his hand. 

18 And all the vessels of the house of God, great and 
small, and the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the 
treasures of the king, and of his princes ; all these he brought 
to Babylon. 

19 And they burnt the house of God, and brake down the 
wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, 
and destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof. 

20 And them that had escaped from the sword carried he 
away to Babylon, where they were servants to him and his 
sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia : 

21 To fulfil the word of the Lord by the mouth of 
Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths : for as 
long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore 
ana ten years. 

22 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the 
word of the Lord spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 
acoompliBhed, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of 
Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout ul liis king- 
doih, and put it also in writing, saying, 

28 Hixui saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of 
the earth hath the Lord G^ of heaven given me ; and he 
cdiav^ xne to build him an house in Jerusalem, which 
^ ta JttduM Who is there among you of all his peoj^e? The 
IiMD hii God he with him, and tet him go up. 


REFLBCiTOirs UPON 2 Chbon. xxxvr. — Had Zedekiah lived up by 
Divine grace to the meaning of his lovely name, ho would heye 
proved one of the best of men, and one of the most useful of princca 
xlis name signifies the ** righteousness of God.” By faith, may we 
receive tha righteousness of Christ. By faith may wo receive him 
as the Zot d our righteoMness, Then wo shall not bo, like Zedekiah, 
rebels against God ; then we shall not commit evil in tho sight of 
the Lord ; then our God will not leave us to fall into the hand of 
our spiritual enemies. Thus wo shall be preserved from tho gloomy 
' captivity of Tophet. Thus we shall reach the glories of immortality/ 

PRAYER. 

W E desire, O Lord our God, to approach thy throne this 
morning, in tho name of Jesus, and under a deep im- 
pression of thy holiness and justice. Thou art so holy, that 
thou canst not look on sin, but with the utmost detestation 
and abliorrencc; but thou art so just, that it is impossible for 
tliec to forgive sin without satisfaction. In this respect thou 
eaust by no moans clear the guilty. Thou art a jealous God ; 
tliou art jealous of thy prerogatives, and of the lionour of thy 
perfections, and authority, and laws. Thou canst not look 
down with indifference upon the sins and rebellion of men. 
In thy kindness thou didst warn ancient Israel of the conse- 
quences of breaking thy laws and forsaking thine ordinances. 
Thou didst promise that tiieir obedience should be followed by 
great blessings ; and thou didst threaten that great judgments 
should follow their disobedience. O Lord, ancient Israel 
rejected thy counsel, and would have none of thy reproof. 
We adore thee in the displays of thy justice, which brought 
upon them all the threatened calamities, and stirred up tho 
Assyrian king to carry them captive to distant Babylon. 

Bless to us, O Lord, the remembrance of the afflicting 
sufferings of the apostate Jews. 'I'eacli us to see that it is an 
evil and a bitter thing to forsake God. IVuly, O Lord, our 
offences have been great ; they have been of a crimson colour, 
and of a scarlet dye. Wc deserved to have been destroyed. 
If our portion had been assigned us in the regions of the 
lost, we had only received the reward of our deeds. But, 
glory to thy name, thou hast dealt with us in mercy and not 
in judgment. 

Wc would earnestly pray to be preserved from those sins 
into which Israel fell, and by which their ruin was accom- 
plished. Holy Spirit, preserve us from pride and hardness oi 
heart. May we learn of Jesus, who was meek and lowly oi 
heart. O make our souls susceptible of Divine impressions, 
and fulfil in our experience that promise : 1 will take from 
you the hard and stony heart, and I will give you an heart of 
flesh. 

Mercifully deliver our dear children and domestics from 
pride and hardness of heart, O melt them down with the 
influence of grace Divine^ and may they he moulded and 
fashioned after the lovely image of Christ, 

Lord, preserve us from the grievous sin of neglecting thine 
ordinances and despising thy ministers. Affect us with the 
thought that these are sins which in a very peculiar sense 
bring down the displeasure of heaven. O Lord, have pity on 
such of our relatives as are living the awfully perilous life of 
neglecting thine ordinances and despising thy ministers. May 
they remember this, that when Israel mocked the messengers 
of Gpd, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, tho 
wrath of the Lord rose against his people, till there was no 
remedy. 

Blessed Jesus, let all of us be the objects of thy love and 
the subjects of thy grace. O receive our thanks for the 
mercies of the night, and assist ns in all the duties of the day. 
Sun of righteousness, rise on each one of us this day with 
healing in thy wings. Lord, hear our prayers and forgive our 
sins, for Christ our Mediatoi^s sake. Amen. 

30 481 



THIB-TY-FIFTH WBBK.— TUBSPAlf EVENING. 


CBEiax’s KBSURRECTION. 

SmdgaU* Ccmbi'idge New, 

1 TT08ANNA to tho Prince of light, 
XI That clothed himself in clay ; 
Entered the iron gates of death, 

And tore tho bars away. 

2 Death is no more tho king of dread, 

Binco our Immanuel rose ; 

Ho took the tyrant^ s sting away, 

And spoiled our hellish foes. 

3 Heo how the conqueror mounts aloft, 

And to his Father flies, 

With scars of honour in his flesh, 

And triumph in his eyes. 

4 Ittiiso your devotion, mortal tongues, 

To rcacli his blessed abode, 

Sweet bo tho accents of your songs 
To our incarnate God. 


Watts, 70. 11 . JL 

1 CORINTHIANS XV. 

Christ rimi as First-fruits. 

B ut now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
first-fruits of them that slept. 

21 For since by man came death, by man came also the 
resurrection of tho dead. 

22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive. 

23 Hut every man in liis own order : Christ the first-fruits ; 
afterward they that are Clirist’s at Ins coming. 

24 Then cometh the end, wlien lie shall liavc delivered up 
the kingdom to God, even the Father ; when he shall have put 
down all rule and all autliority and power. 

25 For he must reign, till he hatli put all enemies under 
his feet. 

26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 

27 For he hath put all things under his feet. Hut when he 
saith. All things arc put under A/Vw, it is manifest that he is 
excepted, wliioli did put all things under him. 

28 And when all things shall l)e subdued unto him, then 
shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all 
things under him, that God may be all in all. 

29 Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, 
if the dead rise not at all ? why arc they then baptized for the 
dead? 

80 And why stand we in jeopardy every hour ? 

81 I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, 1 die daily. 

32 If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts 
at Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? let 
us eat and drink ; for to morrow wc die. 

83 Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good 
manners. 

84 Awake to righteousness, and sin not ; for some have not 
the knowledge of God : I speak this to your shame. 

35 But some man will say, How are the dead raised up ? 
and with what body do they come ? 

86 Thou fool, that which thou aowest is not quickened, 
except it die : 

87 And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body 
that shall he, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of 
some other ffrain : 

88 But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him : and 
to every seed his own body. 

SjonuMxroKS rmv I Cob. xv.-^It is the unspeakable privilege of 
the sons of God to bsliove, they are so interested in tho iSuneotum 
of Christ, as to isd their own Ueised retorreotion aeonied by tho 


resurrection of Jesus, as the Surety and the Bopresentatilve of hk 
l)eoplc. What a gloomy legacy we have received from our fiist 
covenant Head— namely, death ! 0 what a blessed inheritaaoe tbs 
redeemed have received from Jesus, the seooud Adazoi thefr eovenant ^ 
Jigad — namely, acceptance, forgiveness, holiness, and a title tore to 
mansions in the sky.^* True, death is a fbnnidable foe i the king of 
terrors, and the terror of kings. But Jesus is the Conqueror of death ; 
he hath deprived him of his sting. Jesus has i^veu to^ his people, 
who are tho objects of his love, the glorious fruits of his renowned 
triumph over d^eath and the grave. Has the saving knowledge of 
God enlightened our soul ? Has our spiritual night been changed 
into a spiritual day ? Then we shall live and reign with Christ fir 
ever and ever. 

^PrSeR. 

1 ;^ATHEE, Son, and Holy Ghost, thou art the only object 
- of religious worship, and thou only art possessed of in- 
finite and uncreated glory. We thank thee that we have been 
preserved during another day, and that we are enjoying the 
unspeakable privilege and the distinguished honour of prostrat- 
ing ourselves before thy throne, and acknowledging thy glory, 
majesty, and grace. TIiou hast set thy glory above the 
heavens. The heavens declare thy glory, and the firmament 
shewetli thine handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, 
and night unto night declareth knowledge. The heavens 
declare thy righteousness, and all the people see thy glory. 
Who is like unto the Lord our God, who dwelleth on high? 

We supplicate thy gracious, protecting care this night. Thou 
hast most mercifully watched over us to the present moment, 
and we earnestly pray that thou wouldst be our guide, even 
unto death. When our days and nights terminate on earth, 
may wc and all our relatives become the inhabitants of that 
blessed world, where our sun shall no more go down, and 
where our moon shall no more withdraw its shining ; where 
Jesus shall be our everlasting light, and where the days of 
our mourning shall be ended. 

We thank thee, gracious Father, for the animating and 
consolatory truths we have now read. We bless thee for hope 
in Christ ; that hope which maketh not ashamed ; that hope 
which is fixed on heavenly realities, sure as the throne of God. 
Mercifully bestow on each one of us good hope through grace. 
O tliat we could fix our eyes on Jesus, the foundation of our 
hoj)c, and sing. Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, 
both sure and steadfast, and which entcreth within the vail ! 

Deliver our dear children and domestics from the dangerous 
snares of carnal, earthly hope. Inspire them with the love 
of Divine blessings, and animate them with the hopes of ike 
ceaseless joys of heaven. 

Holy Spirit, give us grace to rejoice in the resurrection of 
Christ. O Jesus, may we look on thy resurrection as the 
blessed evidence of thy triumph over death, and as the blessed 
security of the glorious resurrection of the bodies of them 
that love thee. Deliver us, O Lord, from the gloom and the 
fear of death. Comfort us with this, that though in Adam all 
die, yet in Christ all shall be made alive. By Christ, may our 
souls become spiritually alive ; and by the Spirit of cWist, 
may our bodies receive in the morning of the resurrection an 
immortal life, which will be accompanied with the pmte and 
imperishable enjoyment of heaven. 

Lord, deliver our graceless relatives from a spirit of insensL 
hility as to eternal things. Suffer them not to imitate tti# 
example of those who say. Let us eat and drink, for to-nioimw 
we die. Lord, preserve us all from the influence of corrupt 
example ; and preserve us from exhibiting a corrupt 
before the eyes of others. O teach us to awake to righteous* 
ness, and sin not. 

Hear, answer, and forgive, for Jesus Christ’s aricf# 
with the Father and Holy Ghost, is worthy ^ sU hSMoepr 
prrise, for ever and ever. AmexL 



IMIRTY-FIFtH WEEK,- WEDNESDAY MORNING. 


MB sirmitKo Azx otrit nxsb. 
Ipdia, Jtimifitd. a^gbik. 

I I^Y Ood! how oheorful is the sonjid! 
How plcaBant to repeat. 

Well may tPat heart wim pleasure bouud 
Where God hath dzed his seat. 

8 What want shall not our God supply 
!From his redundant stores ? 

What streams of mercy ih>m on high 
An arm almighty pours ! 

3 Erom Christ, the cver-liviiig spring, 

These ample blessings flow : 

Prepare, my lips, his name to sing, 

Whose heart has loved us so. 

4 Now, to our Pather and our God 

Be endless glory given. 

Through all the realms of man^s abode. 
And through tho highest heaven. 


Doodaidge. 


EZRA I. 


Prodamaiwih of Cyrva rtapeciing iht TemjiU. 

N OW in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the 
word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 
fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of 
Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his king- 
dom, tJMSiput it also in writing, saying, 

2 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God of 
heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth ; and he 
bath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which 
U in Jud^. 

3 Who is there among you of all his people ? his God be 
with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, 
ond build the house of the Lord God of Israel, (he is the 
God,) which is in Jerusalem. 

4 And whosoever remaineth in any place where he so- 
joumeth, let the men of his place help him with silver, and 
with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, beside the free- 
will ofiering for the house of God that is in Jerusalem. 

6 Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Ben- 
jamin, and the priests, and the Levites, with all them whose 
spirit God had raised, to go up to build tlie house of the 
I^RD which is in Jerusalem. 

6 And all they that were about them strengtliened their 
hands with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, and with 
beasts, and with precious things, beside all that was willingly 
oflfered.* 

7 Also Cyrus tlie king brought forth the vessels of the 
bouse of the Lord, which Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth 
oat of Je:rusalem, and had put them in the bouse of his gods; 

8 Even those did Cyrus king of Persia bring forth by the 
band of Mithredath the treasurer, and numbered them unto 
Sheshbazzar, the prince of J udab. 

8 And this is the number of them : thirty chargers of gold, 
a thousand chargers of silver, nine and twenty knives, 

10 l^irty basons of gold, silver basons of a second sort 
four hundrra and ten, and other vessels a thousand. 

11 AU the vessels of gold and of silver were five thousand 
and four hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar bring up with 
them €(f the captivity that were ' brought up from Babylon 
tmlo Jeyusakia. 

Rjfivzaoxzoys urov Sziu i. — Some consider that the name “ Oynu** 
signifies the 8un*^ ^ As a pagan prince, Cyrus shone tmiivalled 
aaaoag the most celebrated and virtuous of heathen kings. His life 
fras peouUwly |»urei and uncontaminated by those inflirmties, vices, 
imd Crimea, wmbh in so many instances have disgraced the character 
wM reign ^the ruleors of the earth. This inan, in preference to all 
others^ was raised up to be the deliverer ot the Is^ and Church 


of God firom a long-continued captivity, and to restore them to the 
earthly Canaan which hod been promised to their fathers, and 
onioyed for so many ages by their descendants. This great prince 
acknowledges that he was immediately called by Jehovah himself 
to accomplish this great work — of sotting Israel free, and enabling 
them to rebuild that temple for IsraeTs God which had long re- 
mained in ruin and desolation. Daniel was for a oonsiderable time 
tho prime minister of this amiable and powerful monarch. And we 
have some reason to hope, that under such tuition ho became a pos- 
sessor of grace and an heir of heaven. 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, thou art the faithful God. We ap- 
^ proach thee under the covert of the righteousness of 
Christ. Thou art faithful to thyself, to thy perfections, to 
tliy purposes, to thy covenant, to thy promises, to thy threat- 
enings, to thy Son, and to thy people. What reason have we 
to rejoice that we are permitted, in the language of inspira- 
tion, thus to adore thee : Thou art the faithful God, which 
keepest covenant and mercy with them that love thee and 
keep thy commandments, to a thousand generations. Thy 
mercy. Lord, is in the licavens, and thy faithfulness rcacheth 
unto the clouds. O Lord God of hosts, who is a strong Lord 
like unto thee, or unto thy faithfulness round about tlicc ? 

We would express our thankfulness for what wc have now 
read of the displays of thy faithfulness and truth, in bringing 
the seventy years' captivity of thy Church in Babylon to a 
close. Glory to thy name for touching the heart of Cyrus 
thine anointed, and for raising up in him a glorious deliverer 
for thy people. Truly, O Lord, the hearts of all men are in 
thy hand ; O touch the hearts of all earthly kings and rulers 
by thy grace, and raise them up to be eminent blessings to 
tby cause and people. 

Eternal praises to the Most High, for raising up Jesus 
Christ to be the deliverer of his Church, and to rescue his 
people from the awful slavery of sin, and to preserve them 
from the captivity of hell. O Jesus, may we be thy rescued 
captives. Sin and Satan have long had tho dominion over 
us. Jjot their dominion continue no more. Destroy the 
power of the god of this world, and let Christ the anointed 
Son of God reign over us for ever. As thou didst bring back 
the captivity of Jacob, may each member of our family be 
delivered from tho captivity of sin and the chains of guilt. 
We have been long dead in sin — graciously quicken us by the 
power of the Holy Ghost. May we no longer walk according 
to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now 
worketh in the hearts of the children of disobedience. 

Convince our dear children that they are by nature chiU 
dren of wrath. Make them dissatisfied with their natural 
state i and may they long and pray to he the regenerated 
children of Christ, 

We supplicate for ourselves and all our relatives zeal for 
the glory of God. May the remembrance of the zeal of 
Cyrus animate us to seek from heaven that concern for the 
prosperity of Zion which every genuine believer feels. What- 
ever talents we possess, whether property, or influence, or 
grace, may we lay them willingly down at our Saviour's feet, 
and in the language of converted Saul of Tarsus exclaim, 
Lord, what wilt thou have us to do? 

Give to our servants love to Jesus as their Divine master. 
In yielding obedience to men^ may they not forget to yield 
service to Christ, 

We thank our God for the mercies of the past night ; and 
we seek the countenance, the smiles, and the gmdance of our 
God, to attend us in all the engagements of this day. Mer- 
cifully hear our feeble prayers, and forgive our sins, for tho 
sake and through the merits of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

Sa8 



THIRTY-FIFTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENINO. 


nCTOEY OVER DEATH. 

OairrU Lane, Montgomery, Ifephsibafi, c, k, 

1 ^ rOR OH overcoming faith 
^ To cheer my dying houw, 

To triumph o*or the monster Death, 

And all his frightful powders ! 

2 Joyful with all the strength I have 

My quivering lips should sing, 

Where is thy boasted victory, Grave, 

And where the monster’s sting ? 

3 If sin bo pardoned, I’m secure. 

Death hath no sting beside ; 

The law gives sin condemning j^ower ; 

But Christ my ransom died. W-irrs, \7, i>*. /, 

1 CORINTHIANS XV. 

Olories of the JUeurrcctim. 

A ll flesh is not the same flesh : but there is one kind of 
flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, 
and another of birds. 

40 There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial : 
but the glory of the celestial is one, and the fflortj of tlie ter- 
restrial is another. 

41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the 
moon, and another glory of tlic stars : for one star diflereth 
from another star in glory. 

42 So also is tlie resiu*rc*etioii of tlie dead. It is sown in | 
corruption \ it is raised in incorruptiou : 

43 It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory : it is sown | 
in weakness ; it is raised in power : | 

44 It is sown a natural body ; it is raised a spiritual body. | 
There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. i 

45 And so it is written. The first man Adam was made a I 
living soul ; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. 

46 Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that 
which is natural ; and afterward that which is spiritual. 

47 The first man is of the earth, earthy : the second man is 
the Lord from heaven. 

4<8 As is the earthy, such a7'e tliey also that are earthy : 
and as is the heavenly, such are tlicy also that are heavenly. 

49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall 
also bear the image of tlie heavenly. 

50 Now this 1 say, brctliren, that flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God ; neither doth corruption inherit 
incorruption. 

51 Behold, I sliew you a mystery ; We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed, 

52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump : for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and wc shall be clianged. 

68 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal mtutt put on immortality. 

54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, tlicn shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is sw allowed 
up ill victory. 

55 O death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy 
victory ? 

56 The sting of death is sin ; and the strength of sin is the 
law. 

67 But thanks he to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

68 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be yc stedfast, unmove- 
able, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as 
ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lori 

BETLEOTioirs UPON 1 CoR. XV.— How amazing are the displays of 
God’s power in the immense variety of living crcahmis ho liath 


formed, which exist in the sea, on the lani and in the airl In 
wisdom ho hath made them all. Great ifi the j^lory of the stars : ftr 
greater the glory of the saints, who shall shine brighter than the 
stars for ever and ever. Great is the glory of the’ sun , but infimtoly 
greater the glory of Christ, the Sun of righteousnew, whose beams 
shall fill heaven through endless day. Great has been the desola* 
tion effected by the apostasy of the first Adam ; but infinitely neater 
the blessedness of the restoration which has been.aocompushed by 
Christ, the second Adam. How affecting to think of the humiUating 
circumstances of tho bodies of the saints, when laid^ in the gravel 
but 0 how delightful to anticipate the change their bodies shall 
undergo in the morning of the resurrection, when the trumpet of 
tlie archangel shall sound ! How wonderful the conquests of Im- 
manuel ! He has deprived death of its sting, and the grave of its 
victory. And how inconceivable the lovo of Jesus, who is willing 
to give us the benefit of all his conquests ! 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, though we are worms of the dust, in- 
significant and sinful, yet we venture to approach thy 
throne of grace through the merit of the righteousness of 
tliy well-beloved Son. Holy Spirit, breathe upon ns in thy 
great mercy a spirit of grace and supplication. , 

We adore thee, O Ijord, as the infinitely incomprehensible 
Jehovah. The heaven is thy throne, and the earth is thy 
footstool. IIow insignificant and mean are earthly thrones 
when compared with thine ! and how limited are earthly 
kingdoms when compared with thy vast empire ! Thine eye 
is omniscient, and no action can possibly escape thine obser- 
vation ; yea, the very thoughts of the heart of men and of 
angels are naked and open before thee. As a family we would 
bow before thy sovereign majesty, and we will acknowledge 
thee as our lawgiver, our king, and our Saviour, 

Wc bless thee for the displays of thy gracious sovereignty 
given in our creation. We thank thee for making us rational 
beings, and not forming us among the irrational tribes of thy 
creatures ; we thank thee for giving us souls that shall'ncfver 
die,* and not souls similar to the beasts of the earth, which go 
down to the dust. And wc bless thee that, through Christ, 
our souls may be elevated to the purity, perfection, and glory 
of heaven, and be made to partake of glory far superior to tho 
brightness of the firmament and the lustre of the stars. 

Teach us, O Lord, to mourn over the melancholy and affect- 
ing change w hich sin has produced upon the body and the 
soul of man. We would mourn over the moral diseases and 
the frightful passions with which the beauty and the glory of 
the soul are defaced. We would mourn over the diseases, 
infirmities, and weakness by which the body is degraded, and 
afterwards made the humbled victim of mortality and cor- 
ruption. 

O svffer not our children to be proud of beauty or the sprighU 
liness of youthful ardour. Teach them to meditate on death 
and contemplate the grave. And 0 may they seek that life qf 
grace which will issue in the glories of immortality. 

We adore thee, O Jesus, as the mighty conqueror of death, 
and we rejoice that by death thou didst deprive death of its 
sting. Give us faith to believe that wc are interested in the 
blessing of a glorious resurrection. May we not be afraid to 
lie down in the grave, since thou hast promised, That which 
is sown in corruption shall be raised in incorruptiou, and that 
which is sown in dishonour shall be raised in glory. Teach 
us, O Lord, to look on death as a conquered enemy, and to 
lift up our hearts in such thankful acknowledgments as these : 
Thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through omr 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

MercifuUy watch over us this night, and accept of our thanks 
for the undeserved mercies of the past day. Into the hwdi: 
of a gracious God we commend our spirits; and we ask Is 
for Jesus’ sake, the mighty Conq^ueror of death. Amen. 


THIRTt.FDPTH WEEK,— THURSDAY MORNING. 


god’s gentle chastisement. 

8Ma/lK AUe Street, l . m . 

1 IT^HE Lord, how wondrous are his ways ! 

.X How firm his truth ! how large his grace ! 

He takes his mercy for his throne, 

And thence he makes his glories known. 

2 Not half so high his power hath spread 
The starry heavens above our head, 

As his rich love exceeds our praise, 

Exceeds the highest hopes wo raise. 

8 Not half so far hath nature placed 
The rising morning from the west, 

As his forgiving graco removes 
The daily guilt of those he loves. 

Watts, Pa. 103, IJ: 

EZRA IX. 

Eti*a*a Prayer and CenftaaiiM, 

OW when these things were done, the princes came to 
me, saying, The people of Israel, and the priests, and the 
Levites, have not separated themselves from the people of the 
lands, doing according to their abominations. 

2 For they have taken of their daughters for themselves, 
and for their sons : so that the holy seed have mingled them- 
selves with the people of those lands : yea, the hand of the 
pnnees and rulers hath been chief in this trespass. 

3 And when I heard this thing, I rent my garment and mv 
mantle, and plucked off the hair of my head and of my beard, 
and sat down astonied. 

4 Then were assembled unto me every one that trembled at 
the words of the God of Israel, because of the transgression 
of those that had been earried away ; and I sat astonied until 
the evening sacrifice. 

5 And at the evening sacrifice I arose up from my heaviness ; 
and having rent my garment and my mantle, I fell upon my 
knees, and spread out my hands unto the Lord my God, 

6 And said, O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up 
my face to thee, my God: for our iniquities are increased 
over our head, and our trespass is grown up unto the heavens. 

7 Since the days of our fathers have we been in a great 
trespass unto this day ; and for our iniquities have we, our 
kings, and our priests, been delivered into the hand of the 
kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity, and to a spoil, 
and to confusion of face, as it is this day. 

8 And now for a little space graco hath been shewed from 
the Lord our God, to leave us a remnant to escape, and to 
give us a nail in his holy place, that our God may lighten our 
eyes, and give us a little reviving in our bondage. 

9 For we were bondmen j yet our God hath not forsaken us 
in our bondage, but hath extended mercy unto us in the sight 
of the kings of Persia, to give us a reviving, to set up the house 
of our God, and to repair the desolations thereof, and to give 
us a wall in Judah and in Jerusalem. 

10 And now, O our God, what shall we say after this? for 
wo havo forsaken thy commandments, 

11 Which thou hast commanded by thy servants, the pro- 
phets, saying, The land, unto which ye go to possess it, is an 
unclean land with the filthiness of the people of the lands, 
with their abominations, which have filled it from one end to 
another with their uncleanness. 

12 Now therefore give not your .daughters unto their sons, 
neither take their daughters unto your sons, nor seek their 
peace or their wealth for ever : that ye may be strong, and 
eat . the mod of the land, and leave it for an inheritance to 
your children for ever. 

18 And after all that is come unon us for our evil deeds, 
and mr great traipass, seeing that tnou our God hast punished 
Ui less than our iniquities desmte, and hast given us such 
d^verance as this; 


14 Should we again break thy commandments, and join in 
affinity with the people of these abominations? wouldest not 
thou angry with us till thou hadst consumed us, so that 
there should be no remnant nor escaping? 

15 O Lord God of Israel, thou art righteous: for wo 

remain yet escaped, as it is this day : behold we are before 
thee in our trespasses : for we cannot stand before thee because 
of this. 

Reflections upon Ezra ix. — They nro blessed, and honoured, and 
useful, and happy, who have separated themselves from the sinful 
manners, customs, and pleasures of a corrupted and ensnaring world. 
Most assuredly, the secret of true happiness is true holiness. If we 
wish to havo a portion of the happiness of heaven in our souls, we 
must earnestly pray that we may have a portion of heaven’s holiness 
in our hearts. Marriages, alliances, and friendships, which have 
true religion for their basis, never fail to bo the sources of the 
greatest advantages and the richest enjoyments. 

PRAYER. 

^ THOU Holy One of Israel, our God and Father in 
Christ, though wc are polluted and vile, we venture to 
approach thy sacred and Divine presence. In all our ap- 
proaches, we pray that we may be most solemnly impressed 
with a sense of thy holiness, and with a sense of our own 
vileness and corruption. 

What reason have we, O Lord, to mourn over national and 
family and personal sins. We acknowledge the affecting pre- 
valence of corrupted manners and example among all classes 
of the community. How many of our rulers, who ought to be 
patterns of piety, arc patterns of profanity ! We would lament 
that thy laws are so despised and thine ordinances so neglected 
by rich and poor. Our land is called Christian, but we lament 
that so little even of the profession of Christianity exists. 

Lord, we confess our family sins. Our ignorance, our care- 
lessness, our irregularity in duty, and the very small degree of 
vital godliness which is found among us, should fill us with 
shame and confusion, in the presence of a holy and heart- 
searching God. What cause have wc to take up the penitential 
language of Ezra into our lips, and thus make confession before 
thee I O our God, wc are ashamed, and blush to lift up our 
face to thee, our God ; for our iniquities are increased over our 
head, and our tresspass is grown up into the heavens. We 
acknowledge that, as a family and individuals, our sins are far 
more aggravated than the sins of others, Wo have sinned 
against greater light, and greater convictions, and greater 
privileges, and greater mercies, and greater patience, O Lord, 
if thou shouldest deal with us according to our demerit, how 
dreadful at this moment would bo our doom ! As a nation 
thou wouldst deliver us up to the will of our enemies. For our 
iniquities thou wouldst deliver our rulers, our priests, find our 
people, into the hand of other nations, to the sword, to captivity, 
to a spoil, and to confusion of face. But, glory to thy name, 
that through Jesus, thy well-beloved Son, in the midst of de- 
served wrath thou hast remembered us with undeserved mercy. 

Take our beloved children, and make them disciples in the. 
school of Christ. Holy Spirit, soon do thou most graciously 
melt their hearts with evangelical repentance, and may we never 
see them hardened with impenitence and sin. 

O pour out upon us, as a nation, a congregation, a family, 
and as individuals, the influences of thy sanctifying Spirit 
We have provoked and grieved the Spirit bv our sins.; now 
turn us unto thee, 0 Lord, and let our hearts be living temples 
of the Holy Ghost. 

Give our servants the ^ace of true repentan^i^ arid preserve 
them from indifference about their eternal cof^cerns. 

Aooept of our thanks for the mercies of the past night, and 

f ive us grace to glorify thee in all the duties of the day, for 
esus our Divine Mediator's sake. Amen. 


THIETY.FIFTH WEEK. 


CHEISTIAN COMPA8SION. 

Watinch, Wiltshire New. MaidstoM.^ u m. 

1 *DEHOLD, where, breathing love divine, 

Oar dying Master stands ! 

His weeping followers gathering round, 

Receive hia last commands. 

2 Blest is the man whoso softening heart 
Feels all another’s pain ; 

To whom the supplicating eye 
Was never raised in vain : 

3 Whoso breast expands with generous warmth 
A stranger’s woes to feel ; 

And bleeds in pity o’er the wound 
He wants the power heal. 

Mrs. Barba ulo. 

1 CORINTHIANS XVI. 

Kindnees to poor Saints. 

OW concerning the collection for the saints, as T have 
given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. 

2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay 
by liim in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no 
gatherings when I come. 

8 And when I come, whomsoever ye shall api)rovc by your 
letters, them will I send to bring your liberality unto J crusalcni. 

4 And if it be meet that 1 go also, they shall go with me. 

8 But I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost. 

9 For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and 
there are many adversaries. 

10 Now if Tiraotheus come, sec that he may be with you 
without fear : for he worketh the work of the Lord, as I also do. 

11 Let no man therefore despise him: but conduct him 
forth in peace, that he may come unto me : for I look for him 
with the brethren. 

12 As touching our brother Apollos, I greatly desired him 
to come unto you with the brethren : but his will m as not at 
all to come at this time ; but he will come when he shall have 
convenient time. 

13 Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be 
strong. 

14 Let all your things be done with charity. 

15 I beseech you, brethren, (yc know the house of Stc- 
! phanas, that it is the first-fruits of Achaia, and that they have 

addicted themseves to the ministry of the saints,) 

16 That ye submit yourselves unto such, and to every one 
that helpeth with us, and lahourcth. 

17 I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatns, 
and Achaicus : for that which was lacking on your part they 
have supplied. 

18 For they have refreshed my spirit and yours: therefore 
; acknowledge ye them that arc such. 

I 19 The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla 
salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their 
bouse. 

20 All the brethren greet you. Greet yc one another with 
an holy kiss. 

21 The salutation of me Paul with mine own hand. 

22 If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be 
I Anathema Maran-atha. 

I 23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

24 My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

Reflections ui’ON 1 Con. xvi. — God has wisely ordered that the 
poverty of indigent saints should prove a real and substantial blessing 
to those believers who arc in circumstances of comfort or the possessors 
of wealth. Thus, occasions are afforded for exciting compassion, and 
fbr the performancse of acts of mercy and liberality, whi<di never fail 
to benefit the soul when they flow firom feelmgs of benevolence and 
futy. It is a blesaiM to receive ; *<But it is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” It is promis^ and the promise stands seoute, 


THURSDAY EVENING. 


Tho liberal soul shall be made &t ; ’’and He that wateretht shill : 
be also watered himself.” They who are without ^paasl^ to the 
poor, and particularly to tho poor members of Ohnifs fbimly, have 
reason to tremble, because they have just reason to call in ^uestioii 
tho sinocrity of their Christian profession. What saith the inspired 
Apostle ? But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother 
have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth tho love of Gk)d in him ? ” May tho success of the Gospel 
bo near our hearts, and by the exercise of vigorous faith, holy ooura^gie, . 
and lively xeal, may wo testify to all around that we are tbe loving 
and the faithful soldiers of Jesus, tho Captain of salvation. 


PRAYER. 

I N approaching thy throne, O Lord our God, in Jesus’ name, 
wc desire to feel deeply impressed with a sense of the 
providential kindness we have this day experienced. Our 
bread has been given us, and our water has been sure. And 
now, in this religious ordinance of domestic worship, thou art 
|)ermitting our souls to partake of that spiritual food, and of 
those spiritual comforts, which are suited to our present wants> 
and preparatory for our future glory. We look up to thee, 
our gracious Father, for the blessings of sleep, repose, and 
protection during the night on which we are now entering. O 
let not the shades of this night prove to us the shades of death ! 
’Fhou hast wisely concealed from us the time and manner of 
our dissolution ; but wc earnestly pray that thou wouldst not 
separate our souls from our bodies, till a saving couneotiou is 
formed ))etwccii Jesus and our souls. O let us not enter into 
the eternal state till wc are introduced into a state of grace. 
Let not our body die, till sin die within us, and its reigning 
power bo for ever destroyed. 

We seek the blessiug of the Spirit on what we have now 
read. Ever may the W ord of God prove to us spirit and life. 
Give us reason to exclaim, in the language of thankfulness, joy, 
and praise, Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, 
that wc should be a kind of first-fruits of his creatures. O 
may we be indeed born again, not of corruptible seed, but 
of incorruptible, even by tho Word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever. 

Breathe upon us, O Lord, the spirit of charity and com- 
passion, which shone with brightness in the life and character 
of thy servant Paul. We thank thee that, while in a measure 
forgetful of his own necessities and poverty, he was most 
sensibly alive to the poverty and wants of tried and afflicted 
brethren. Lord, animate us with love to the saints. Teach us 
to love them because they are the "objects of thy regard, because 
they arc members of thy body mystical, and because they are 
redeemed by the blood of Jesus. Convince us that if we are 
without love to the bretlnen, we have never passed from death 
to life. Lord, have mercy on thine afflicted and indigent 
saints. Supply all their wauts out of the inexhaustible stares 
of thy providential bounty. Touch the hearts of the wealthy 
with feelings of Christian charity and compassion, that they 
may minister of their abundance to the indigent and tried 
members of thy Church. 

Give us grace to be diligent in the service of our God. To 
all of us may a great and effectual door be opened for glcmfyw 
ing God, and for advancing the interests of Zion. 

Lord, give to our children an interest in Divine ihingi, 
and may their youthful ardour be devoted to the eervieo ^ 
Christ. 

Lord, richly endow us and our relatives with tbe graoss of 
the Spirit. Enable us. to watch, to stiand fast in the to 
quit ourselves Hke men, and to be strong. May we Eve and 
^ with hearts warmed with tbe love of Christ O jMeesve 
US from the awful curse which will light on those ioi# 
him not We present these our prayers in Jesn^ ilh# 

the grace of our Lord Jesus Chrat be with us all. Amenu 



THIRTY-FIFTH WESK.^-FRIDAY MORNING. 


mSffTOE IN CHRIST* 

JTbMam. 

\ TEStJS ! lover of my eoul, ' 

^ me to thy bosom fly, 

While the raging billoTTs roll, — 
While the tempest still is high ! 
Hide me, 0 my Saviour ! hide, 

Till the storm of life is post ; 

Safe into the haven guide, 

0 rooeive my soul at last ! 

2 Thou, 0 Christ ! art all I want ; 

AU in AU in thee I find : 

Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, 
Heal the siok, and lead the blind : 
Just and holy is thy name, 

1 am all unrighteousness ; 

Vile and full of sin I am — 

Thou art full of truth and grace. 


NEHEMIAH I. 

Nehemictk faating for Jerusalem* 


C. Weslkt. 


, rpHE words of Nehemiah the son of Haclialiah. And it 
came to pass in the month Chisleu, in the twentieth year, 
as I was in Shushan the palace, 

2 That Hanani, one of my l3rcthren, came, he and certain 
men of Judah; and I asked them concerning the Jews that 
had escaped, wliich were left of the captivity, and coucerning 
Jerusalem. 

8 And they said unto me, The remnant that are left of the 
captivity there in the province are in great affliction and 
reproach; the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and 
the gates thereof are burned with fire. 

4 And it came to pass, when I lieard these words, that I 
sat down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, 
and prayed before the God of heaven, 

5 And said, I beseech thee, O Lord God of heaven, the 
great and terrible God, that keepeth covenant and mercy for 
them that love liim and observe his commandments: 

6 Let thine car now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that 
thou mayest hear the prayer of thy servant, which I pray 
before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel thy 
servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel, which 
we have sinned against thee ; both I and my father’s house 
have sinned. 

7 We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not 
kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgments, 
which thou commandedst thy servant Moses. 

8 Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou com- 
mandedst thy servant Moses, saying. If ye transgress, I will 
scatter you abroad among the nations : 

9 But if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, 
and do them ; though there were of you cast out unto the 
Uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them from 
thence^ and will bring them unto the place that I have chosen 
to set my name there. 

10 Now these are thy servants and thy people, whom thou 
hast redeemed by thy great power, and by thy strong hand. 

11 O Loan, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive 
to the prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, 
who desire to fear thy name : and prosper, I pray thee, thy 
servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this 
man* For T. was the king’s cup-bearer. 

HaWBormas uton Krh. z. — ^Tho state of the Church of God on 
earUi is a state of coomiEirative oaptivit>^ Here, beliovers are in a 
sttwofee laod, and fiir from home. In some respects, their oircum- 
resemble those of the Israel and Ohurch of God when they 
. 4wd| in a strange land, beside the vtvata of Babylon. It is, how- 


ever, a captivity of short duration : their deliverance and emancipa- 
tion ate at hand. Soon they shall exchange the perplexities and 
Bufibrings of tlie desert of this world, for the pure and nnaUoyed 
delights of the celestial Canaan. How much there is in the character 
of Nehemiah to esteem, admire, and imitate! Though in the 
palace of a pagan prince, bo was not afraid nor ashamed to con- 
foas Israel’ B God, and to sliow his attachment to the despised Church 
of God. May wo never be asliamod of Christ, or of his people, or of 
liis ordinances. Though in a palace whore the discouragements to 
devotion W’^oro numerous, Nehemiah was a man of earnest believing 
prayer. Like him, may we possess the Spirit of grace and supplica- 
tion. Amen. 

PRAYER. 

^ OD the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, thou art the God 
of heaven, and the Lord our God. We adore thee an 
the great and terrible God, that keepeth covenant and mercy 
for them that love thee, and keep thy commandments. Mer- 
cifully look upon us in the face of thine Anointed. O that 
we as a family had reason thus to acknowledge, as thy servant 
Nehemiah did, We are thy servants, and thy people whom 
thou hast redeemed by thy great power and by thy strong 
hand. 

Lord, wc come unto thee in the name of Christ, rejoicing 
that, thougli in ourselves wo are infinitely unworthy, yet 
througli his M'orthiriess we can obtain acceptance. With the 
Psalmist we would now say. Our voice shalt thou hear in the 
morning, O Lord ; in the morning will I direct my prayer 
unto thee, and look up. Lord, give us praying hearts. May 
we feel ourselves surrounded with a sacred atmosphere of 
enjoyment and delight, when we engage in prayer, and in the 
other ordinances of religion. With thine inspired servant may 
we he enabled to say, with unfeigned hearts, Our soul shall 
be satisfied as witli marrow and fatness ; and our mouth shall 
praise thee with joyful lips ; when we remember thee upon 
our bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches. 

We thank our God that wc awoke on our beds this morn- 
ing in the enjoyment of reason and health, and that we arc 
now prostrate before the throne of grace, where a gracious 
Saviour most readily dispenses the blessings of his purchase. 
Teach us to honour God in all the engagements of the day, 
and, whatever wc do, to do all to his glory. 

Bless to us, O Lord, what wc liavc now read of thy sacred 
Word, respecting the humility, the zeal, and the piety of 
Ncliemiah. Like him, may wc feel a deep interest in the 
prosperity of thy Church . O let the welfare of Zion be near 
our lieart. May we ever say respecting it, If we forget thee, 
O Jerusalem, let our right hand forget her cunning, and let 
our tongue cleave to the roof of our mouth. We would 
lament, O Lord, over those circumstances of Zion which 
should excite our grief, and mourn over the small number of 
the genuine citizens of Zion. 

Graciously make our dear children members of thy Church* 
IVe would desire and pray^ rather that they may he allied 
to Christ by faith^ than allied to the most distinguished 
families on earth. May our servants resemble Nehemiah in 
fidelity to the Lord our God. 

We would earnestly pray for the increase of faithful minis- 
ters. O thou King of the Church, the harvest is great, the 
labourers are few ; send forth more labourers into thy harvest. 
Increase the number of thy faithful servants, and increase 
their graces. Suffer not, we pray, the enemies of the Church 
to exceed in zeal those who are its professed friends and 
advocates. God forbid that thy ministers should be less 
zealous in building up than thine enemies in pulling down 
thy cause. O that each one of us may say, like Paul, Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do? Graciously answer our hum- 
ble prayer, and forgive our sins, for Jesus’ sake, whom Aou 
hearest always. Amen. 


THIBTY-FIFTH WEEK.— FRIDAY EVENING-. 


?LEA8UaES OF A OOOD CONSCIENCE. 

DovenckUe, JUuUon (Oamada). Martinis Lane, l. m. 

1 T OUD, how secure ond blessed are they 

Who feel the joys of pardoned sin : 

Should storms of wrath shake earth and sen, 

Their minds have heaven and peace within. 

2 The day glides swiftly o^t their heads, 

Made up of innocence and love ; 

And soft and silent as the shades 
Their nightly minutes gently move. 

8 Quick as their thoughts their joys come on 
But fly not half so fast away ; 

Their souls are over bright as noon, 

And calm as summer evenings bo. Watts, 57, L. //. 

2 CORINTHIANS I. 

Use of Affliction, 

P AUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and 
Timothy our brother, unto the church of God which is 
at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia: 

2 Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and 
from the liord Jesus Christ. 

3 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort ; 

4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may 
be able to comfort them which are in any trouble by the 
comfort, wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. 

6 For as the suflTerings of Christ abound in us, so our con- 
solation also aboundeth by Christ. 

6 And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation 
I and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same 
sufferings which we also suffer : or whether we be comforted, 
it is for your consolation and salvation. 

7 And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that, as ye are 
partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation. 

8 For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our 
trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of 
measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of 
life; 

9 But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we 
should not trust in ourselves, but in God wliich raiseth the dead : 

10 Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth de- 
liver ; in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us ; 

11 Ye also helping together by prayer for us, that for the 
gift bestowed upon us by the means of many persons thanks 
may be given by many on our behalf. 

12 For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our con- 
science, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with 
fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our 
conversation in the world, and more abundantly to you- ward. 

18 For we write none other things unto you, than what ye 
read or acknowledge ; and I trust yc shall acknowledge even 
to the end ; 

14 As also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are 
your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in the day of the Lord 
Jesus. 

20 For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him 
Amen, unto the glory of God by us. 

21 Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and 
hath anointed us, is God ; 

22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the 
Spirit in our hearts. 

28 Moreover, I call God for a record upon my soul, that to 
spare you I came not as yet unto Corinth. 

24 Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are 
helpers of your joy ; for by faith ye stand. 

BarueoTtoKs vrov 2 Cob. i.^Like the Apostle of the Gentilei, 
aiay we show that we are membors of the xnystioal body of Ohxist, 

eaa 


by breathing a universal spirit of holy, oathoUo love fbr aU i a fa i i a> . 
If grace reigns in our hearts wo shall feel the most earnest desir^ 
and offer up the most earnest prayers, that grace nmy cemooriy 
descend on all in whom we are interestod, and espemally for the 
whole household of faith. God has the wisest ends in the afflictions 
and tribulations of his people ; while, at the same time, he has the 
greatest delight in pouring into their wounded spirits the balm of 
Bivino peace and consolation. Afflictions may aboimd to the objects 
of God’s love, but they shall never exceed their consolations. And 
their heaviest and most prolonged afflictions, when compared to the 
joys wlxich await them in heaven, are only momentary, transient, 
and light. Sanctified afflictions are to ministers the most valuablo 
lessons, by which they are qualified to be the instruments of con- 
ferring on their people the greatest benefit, and of communicating 
the greatest comfort. Have we received the earnest of the Spirit— 
the inward evidence that wo are the children of God i Then, all 
things wiU work together for our good. 

PRAYER. 

VXr® adore thee, O Lord our God, as the God and Father 

▼ ▼ of our Lord Jesus Christ. Through Christ as the way 
we approach the throne of God, believing what Christ has 
said : No man cometh unto the Father but by me. Blessed 
Jesus, wc desire to draw near the throne of grace through 
thee, as the way, the truth, and the life. O Lord, we rejoice 
in thee as the Father of mercies. Innumerable are the 
mercies we have received from thee. The history of our past 
days is a history of thy continued mercies. We acknowledge 
thee as the Father of all temporal mercies. Thou causest thy 
sun to rise upon the evil and the good, and makest thy rain 
to descend upon the just and the unjust. More especially we 
adore thee as the Father of all spiritual blessings. If any of 
118 have been made partakers of thy saving mercies, we would 
praise and magnify thy name for such manifestations of thy 
goodness. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places, in Christ Jesus. If there are 
any among us not yet the partakers of spiritual and saving 
blessing, may the time not be for distant when they shall be 
made the sharers of thy grace. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in all the afllictions we are called 
to experience in the journey of life. We acknowledge that 
they are all under thine arrangement ; and that thou art the 
comforter of thy people in all their tribulations. We thank 
thee for the comfort wc have experienced amid the various 
sufferings we have been called to endure. Give us grace to 
comfort others in their afflictions. Peculiarly sanctify the 
afllictions of thy ministering servants, that they may not only 
be the instructors, but the comforters of thy people. Enable 
all thy ministers to say, in the language of the Apostle, 
Whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salva- 
tion ; or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation 
and salvation. O Lord, impart to all pastors in thy Church a 
most earnest and conscientious desire to be useful to the souls 
of those who are committed to their care. May they dis- 
charge their ministerial duty, in the midst of their congrega- 
tions, with affection, simplicity, and godly sinceri^. 

Bring our children under the saving influence of a preached 
Gospel, Teach them to love and respect the ministers ^ 
Christ as the heralds of salvation and the messengers 
peace. 

Lord, we bless thee for the promises of eternal truth. We 
rejoice that they are all in Christ yea, and in him Amen^ 
unto the glory of God. We thank for the number of 
the promises and for the suitableness of the promises. Give 
us grace to value them as an unspeakable inheritanoe* 

We present our thanks for tne mercies of the dqr, $sA 
impbre thy Divine care this night. Hear our prayers, and 
forgive our sins, for Jesus^ sake. . Amen. 


THIRTY-PIFTH WEEK.— SATURDAY MORNING. 


DELIVIBRANCE BIT FRATEll. 

JhAt StmU Ptru, I$Hnffton, at . 

1 T ORD, I will bless thee all my days, 

" Thy praise shall dwell upon my teugue; 

My soul shall glory in thy grace, 

While saints rejoice to hear the song. 

2 Come, magnify the Lord with me ; 

Come, let us all exalt his name : 

1 sought the eternal God, and ho 

Hath not exposed my hope to shame. 

3 I told him all my secret grief, 

My secret groaning reached his ears : 

Ho gave my inward pains rcliijf, 

And calmed the tumult of my fears. 

Watts, Pe, 54^ p, L 

NEHEMIAII IT. 

Nehemtah's Prayer and Mission. 

A ND it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth 
year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine tvas before him : 
and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I 
had not been beforetime sad in his presence. 

2 Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy counten- 
ance sad, seeing thou art not sick ? this is nothing else but 
sorrow of heart. Then 1 was very sore afraid, 

8 And said unto the king. Let the king live for ever : why 
should not my countenance be sad, when the city, the place 
of my fathers^ sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof 
are consumed with fire ? 

4 Then the king said unto me, For what dost thou malce 
request ? So I prayed to the God of heaven. 

5 And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if 
thy servant have found favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest 
send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers’ sepulchres, 
that I may build it. 

6 And the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by 
him,) For how long shall thy journey beV and when wilt thou 
return ? So it pleased the king to send me ; and I set him a time. 

7 Moreover I said unto the king, If it please the king, let 
letters bo given me to the governors beyond the river, that 
they may convey me over till I come into Judah; 

8 And a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, 
that ho may give me timber to make beams for the gates of 
the palace which appertained to the house, aud for the wall 
of the city, and for the house that 1 shall enter into. And 
the king granted me, according to tlie good hand of my God 
upon me. 

9 Then I came to the governors beyond tlic river, and gave 
them the king’s letters. Now the king had sent captains of 
the army and horsemen with me. 

10 When Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, 
the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly that 
there was come a man to seek the welfare of the children of 
Israel. 

11 So I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days. 

12 And I arose in the night, I and some few men with 
me ; neither told I any man what my God had put in my 
heart to do at Jerusalem : neither was there any beast with 
me, save the beast that I rode upon. 

18 And I went out by night by the gate of the valley, even 
before the dragon well, and to the dung port, and viewed the 
walls of Jerui^em, which were broken down, and the gates 
thereof were consumed with fire. 

14 Then I went on to the gate of the fountain, and to the 
king’s pool : but there was no place for the beast that was 
un&t me to pass. 

16 Tfa^ w^t Imp in the night by the brook, and viewed 
the wall, and tnmea back, and entered by the gate of the 
TdDieyi and eo returned. 


16 And the rulers knew not wiiithcr I went, or what 1 
did ; neither had I as yet told it to the Jews, nor to the 
priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to the rest 
that did the work. 

Rkflkctions upon Nbu. u. — W hen we are grieved for the cx^ 
tomal calamities of the Church of Christ, and when her proRperity 
is the object of our afFectionate desire imd the subject of our ft'rvcnl 
supplications before a throne of grace, it is an undoubted evi donee 
that wo have experienced a regenerating change, and that wo are 
, members of the family of God. Tlie king affectionately noticed the 
' grief of Nchcmiah, inquired into its cause, and showed his rottdines.s 
to receive his petition and to accomplish his wishes. Jesus, our 
King and Saviour, most mercifully observes the afflictions of liis 
people, puts their tears in his bottle, and answers their prayers. 

PllAYER. 

^ LORD our God, thou who art the light of heaven, we 
^ bless thee that thou hast preserved us during the dark- 
ness and dangers of the past night, and that thou hast gra- 
ciously opened our eyes to behold the rciturning light of 
another day. Praise to thy name, that our eyes arc not 
closed in death, and that we have not been sent unprepared 
into the world of spirits. 

We supplicate from our God, in Jesus’ name, the mercies 
necessary for this day. Give ns day by day our daily bread. 
Give us wisdom and strength for the honourable management 
of all our temporal coiu;erus. Teacli us to testify to all 
around us, that in all our worldly pursuits we are iind(‘r 
the benign and sanctifying influence of the principles of the 
Gospel. We also humbly supplicate blessings for our souls, 
which require thy daily and constant care as mucli as our 
bodies of clay, which will soon be numbered with the dead. 
Lord, bestow upon us the grace of heaven ly-mindedness. In 
the midst of the pursuits of earth, may we find our thoughts 
and desires rise to the pure and sublime objects of heaven. 
May our thoughts he more in heaven than on earth, that our 
conversation may be in heaven, from wlnmcc wc look for the 
Saviour. CoiiN’incc us that our hopes of heaven an) vain and 
unfounded, if our thoughts and wishes are seldom directed to 
the heavenly state. Like Paul, thy faithful Apostle, may wc 
have a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. 

Wc adore thee, O Jesus, as the King of kings. We rejoice 
in the control thou dost exercise over earthly kings and rulers, 
in employing them as instruments in thy hand to defeat the 
purposes of thine enemies, and to advance the prosperity of 
thy Church. We thank God for what wc have now rend 
of the remarkable effect produced upon the mind of the Assy- 
rian king, in answer to the earnest prayers of Nehcmiah thy 
servant. Lord, make all the rulers of the earth nursing 
fathers to thy Church. 

O Lord, look down on thy Church in its present circum- 
stances. Give more zeal to thy ministers, and more activity 
to thy people. Raise up men of eminent gifts and eminent 
grace, who shall imitate the Ezras and the Nehemiahs of 
ancient days, and prove honoured instruments in reforming 
those abuses which have crept into thy Church, and which 
have defaced the beauty of thy kingdom. 

Make our dear children the admirers of Christ, and teach 
them to take the liveliest interest in the prosperity of his 
spiritual kingdom. 

Grant that our servants may be members of thy Church, 
and subjects of thy spiritual kingdom. 

Wo bless thee for the immediate answer thou didst give to 
the prayers of Nehcmiah. Teach us to pray in faith, and 
may we seek spiritual blessings under the assured conviction 
that we shall emtain them through the mediation of Christ. 

Mercifully hear our prayers, lor Jesus’ sake, our Mediator 
and Lord. Amen. 
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THIRTY-FIPTH WEEK. 


PEBDiNG Christ's lambs. 

Mownt Oalvcbry, Quebec, JSrif/hthelnufone, o, u, 

\ I T’^0 not I love thee, 0 mj Lord ? 

^ Behold my heart, and see; 

And turn each cursed idol out 
That dares to rival thee. 

. 2 Do not I love thee from my soul ? 

Then let mo nothing love : 

Dead bo my heart to every joy, 

When Jesus cannot move. 

8 Tlio i knowest I love thee, dearest Lord; 

But, 0 ! 1 long to soar 
Far from the sphere of mortal joys, 

And learn to love thee more. 

Doddridge. 

2 COIIINTIIIANS III. 

Efficacy of the Ministry, 

D O wc begin again to commend ourselves ? or need we, as 
some others, epistles of commendation to you, or letters 
of commendation from you ? 

2 Ye arc our epistle Avritten in our hearts, known and read 
of all men : 

8 Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle 
of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the 
Spirit of the living (xod ; not in tables of stone, but in fleshly 
tables of the heart. 

4 And such trust have wc through ("lirist to God-ward : 

5 Not that wc are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing 
as of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of God ; 

6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testa- 
ment; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter 
killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 

7 But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in 
stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not 
stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his coun- 
tenance ; which ylory was to be done iiway : 

8. How shall not the ministration of the Spirit be rather 
glorious ? 

9 For if the ministration of condemnation be glory, much 
more doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. 

10 For even that which was made glorious had no glory in 
this respect, by reason of the glory that cxcclleth. 

11 For if that which is done away was glorious, much more 
that which remaineth is glorious. 

12 Seeing then that wo have such hope, w^e use great plain- 
ness of speech : 

18 And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that 
the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of 
that which is abolished : 

14 But their minds were blinded : for until this day re- 
maineth the same vail untakcu away in the reading of the old 
testament ; which vail is done away in Christ. 

15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is 
upon their heart. 

16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail 
shall be taken away. 

17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: anA where the spirit of 
the Lord is, there is liberty. 

18 But we all, with open face, beholding as in a glass the 
I glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image, from 

j glory to glory, even as by the spirit of the Lord. 

[ 

I, Baok/KOTXoifs upok 2 Con, in. — ^The fldelity of ministo^ is their 
I greater honour, ahd thoir sucooss in witndhg souls to iJkmt Ihw 

i greatest delight. Xings may boast of their diadems, bid; no diadem 

I IB to be compared with the conversion of smners. which is the OTown 
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SATURDAY EVENING. 
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of rejoicing which faithful ministers wear, and which shall never 
fade away. The Apostle's success in the service of Christ was the 
most eminent and distinguished, while his views of himself were the 
most humbling; plainly illustrating that most important and lon|;- 
established truth, that those who have the greatest attainments in 
grace have the deepest sense of their own helplessness, unworthiness, 
and insufficiency. May we all possess that grace hero, which will 
be the morning-dawn of that glory we shall enjoy hereafter ! 


PRAYER. 

TTrE desire, O gracious God and Father in Christ, at the 
▼ ▼ close of another day and of another week, to approach 
thy throne and seek thy face. May each one of this family 
belong to the generation of them that seek thee, even of them 
that seek thy face, O God of Jacob. 

May our children he early taught to seek thee ; and may 
their hearts be touched with that promise^ They that seek me 
early shall find me. 

We come unto thee, O Lord, to present our adorations, 
acknowledgments, and thanksgivings. And to whom should 
we go but unto thee? Thou art the Father of mercies and 
the fountain of all goodness, and thou art able to do for us 
exceeding abundantly above all we can ask or think. In all 
our approaches to thy throne may our prayers be before thee 
as the incense, and may the lifting up of our hands be as the 
evening sacrifice, acceptable in thy sight, through the blood 
and intercession of thy well -beloved Son. 

Lord, forgive the sins of the past week. When we look 
upon the guilt of the sins of the week, and of the sins of our 
life, we would at the same time turn our eyes to the atoning 
blood of Jesus, which speaketh better things than the blood 
of Abel. Mercifully fulfil in our experience that promise, 
delivered by thy servant Micah, He will turn he Will 

have compassion on us : he will subdue our iniquities : and 
thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. Lord, 
satnetify to us the providences of the week, whether they have 
presented themselves before us in the u^ay of crosses or com- 
forts. May all things work together for our good. 

Wc seek the protecting care of our God during another 
night. May we and all our relatives have underneath us the 
everlasting arms of our God and Saviour. We would joyfuUv 
anticipate the holy Sabbath, which is drawing Hear at hand. 
Spare our lives to see thy sacred day, and to engage in thjr 
courts in its Divine observances. May our telovei minister 
come before the congregation poyverfully assisted by the Holy 
Ghost, and may a sacred unction accompany tte mesjMigo he 
may be enabled to deliver. Make us his epistie written in 
his heart, known and read of all men. Above all, may we be 
the epistle of Christ, having his love and grace written on our 
hearts, not with ink, but with the spirit trf the living God ; 
not in tables of stone, but in fleshly tables of the heart. Have 
mercy on all thy ministers. Let them not be discouraged bn 
account of their own personal weakness or nnworthine^s. In 
this may they rejoice, that their sufficiency is of God. Lo^d, 
make them able ministers of the New Testiai^^E^t ; not bf the 
letter, but of the spirit. 

We thank our God that we live, not under toe old, but under 
the Gospel dispensation. Have mercy on toe blinded Jews, who 
still cleave to the old dispensation, which is removed by toe 
coming of Christ. O take the vail away from their heaite/ 
and may they see that the true Messiah has really appeared. 

O that all of ns may with open face behold, as in a glstei 
toe glory of the Lord ; and may we be chaug^ into toe same 
image from glory to glory, even as by the spirit of the Lord* 
AH we ask is for Jeans' sake, who loved ua woA £ed for us* 
May the grace of the Lord JesuS Chtiat be wato to alL 
Amen. 


tHIBTY-SIXTH WEEK.— SABBATH MORNING. 


Omvt’l HKDIATOKIAl KBION. 

Sbentm New, Jnmdet, Mifboum J^orC, o. u, 

{ ‘LTEAB what the Lord in Tision said^ 

“ And made in merev Imown : 

Sinners, behold your hdip is laid 
On my almighty Son. 

2 High shall he reign on David’s throne, 

My people’s better King ; 

My arm shall beat his rivds down, 

And still new subjects bring. 

8 My truth shoU guard him in his way, 

With mercy by his side. 

While in mj name through earth and sea 
He shall m triumph ride. 

4 My covenant stands for ever fast ; 

My promises are strong ; 

Firm as the heavens his throne shall last, 

His seed endure as long. 

Watts, Pa. 89, p. IV, 

PSALM LXXXIX. 

. Proaptrity of CluiaVo Kingdom, 

rpHEN thou spakest in vision to tliy Holy One, and saidst, 
I have laid help upon one that is mighty ; I have exalted 
one chosen out of tne people. 

20 I have found David my servant ; with my holy oil have 
I anointed him : 

21 With whom my hand shall he established : mine arm 
also shall strengthen him. 

22 The enemy shall not exact upon him ; nor the son of 
wiekedness afflict him. 

28 And I will beat down his foes before his face, and plague 
them that hate him. 

24 But my faithfulness and my mercy shall he with him ; 
and in my name shall his horn be exalted. 

I 25 I will set his hand also in the sea, and his right hand in 
tlie rivers. 

26 He shall cry unto me, Thou art my father, my God, and 
the rock of my salvation. 

27 Also I will make him my firstborn, higher than the 
kings of the earth. 

28 My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my 
covenant shall stand fast with him. 

29 His seed also will 1 make to endure for ever, and his 
throne as the days of heaven, 

80 If his children forsake my law, and walk not in my 
judgments ; 

81 If they break my statutes, and keep not my command- 
ments; 

82 Then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and 
their iniquity with stripes. 

88 Nevertheless my lovingkindness will I not utterly take 
from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail. 

84 My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that 
is gone out of my lips. 

85 Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie 

I unto David. 

! 86 His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun 

before me. 

87 It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a 
fbitbful witness in heaven. Selah. 

52 Blessed As the Lord for evermore. Amen, and Amen. 


BisvLiconoirs UP0K.PS4XX lxxxix.-— Jesus is the Holy One. Do we 
bear any resemblanoe to him in holiness t He is the I^ghty One. 
Have we laid wei^i of our souls and of our salvation on him, 
who is mighty iuod vmling to save to the very uttermost? Jesus in 
his humanity was anointed with grace, and thus qualified for his 


mediatorial work. Are we anointed with the unction from the Holy 
One? Have wo received out of Christ’s fulness, and grace for grace? 

Let us rejoice in the kingly government of Christ; that ho is set 
upon the holy hill of Zion ; that all his enemies shall bo made his 
footstool ; that justice and judgment are the habitation of his throno ; 
that morcy and truth go before his face ; that his kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom; and that his dominion shall remain from I 
generation to generation. It is a humbling truth that through the | 
remains of corruption in their hearts, even saints have a natural j 
tendency to wander. In all their wanderings God’s eye is upon | 
them, and he employs the rod of his fatherly discipline to bring 
them back to the paths of righteousness, for his namo^s sake. 

PRAYER. I 

OD of our salvation, and hearer of prayer, thou art the j 
Lord of the Sabbath-day. Praise to thy name, that our I 
lives are continued to another day of the Son of man. We j 
adore thee as the God of grace ; and we rejoice tliat thou host 
laid the help of thy people on one that is mighty, even Jesus, 
thine anointed Son, in whose name we approacli thy throne. 
Thou art a God of faithfulness and of mercy; and in thy 
name shall the horn of our Redeemer be exalted. We adore 
thee, O Lord, as our Father, our God, and the Rock of our 
salvation. 

We thank thee, gracious God, that the enemies of Christ and 
his Church cannot prevail ; and we bless thee for the promise j 
that thou wilt beat down his foes befoni his face, and plague | 
them that bate him. We pray that by the preaching of the i 
everlasting Gospel this day many enemies of Christ and his 
kingdom may be persuaded to lay down their weapons ot 
hostility, and become the admirers of his glorious person. 
Such of our beloved relatives as have not yet become the 
decided followers of Christ, O suffer them no longer to halt 
between two opinions — suffer them no longer to delay the 
surrender of their persons and their liearts to Christ. 

May our eyes he blessed hy seeing our children become the 
loving and devoted servants of Christ. Blessed Saviour, captu 
rate their hearts, and adorn them with the graces of the Holy 
Spirit, Let the spirit which rested on thg sei'vant David rest 
on our servants. 

We pray for the rapid and extensive enlargement of the 
kingdom of Christ. We thank tliee, thou hast promised, I will 
set his hand in the sea, and his right hand in the rivers. Glory 
to God that this promise in many instances is already accom- 
plished, and the gracious and governing hand of Christ is 
already felt in many islands of the sea. Already, O Jehovah, 
thou hast made thy firstborn higher in his mediatorial capacity 
than all princes ; and wc rejoice that all the kings ot the eo^h 
shall bow down before him, and that all nations shall serve him. 

We supplicate the continued blessing of heaven on all 
Bible and missionary institutions which have for their object 
the extension of the fame of Jesns and the universal diffusion 
of the blessings of our Saviour’s purchase. 

Let all our universities and schools become nurseries for the 
Church. Let a more glorious light than that of human learn- 
ing irradiate these literary establishments — let them be illu- 
minated by the light of salvation. 

Sanctify all the sufferings of thine afflicted people. Convmce 
them that the afflictions of thy providence arc no evidence that 
they are without an interest in thy love. May they rejoice m 
this, that though their transgressions be visited by the rod, 
and their iniquity with stripes, thy lovingkindnesa shall not 
be taken from them, and thy faithfulness shall not utterly fi^ • 

Lord, assist all thy ministers and people in the solenmities 
of the day. May it be a day distinguished by the smiles of 
heaven. Lord, hear us, for Jesus' sake, who gave himself an 
offering for us. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, Ac. 
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THIRTY-SIXTH WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING, 


FBAILTY AND SHORT NE«S OF LIFE, 

Efjypi. Omiuja. (/stick. >»• 

1 T 0111), what a ftie]>lc piece 
" Is tins our mortal frame ! 

Our life, how poor u tn'flo 'tie, 

That scarce doBcrvcs the name. 

2 Our moments fly apace, 

Nor will our minutes stay : 

Just like a Hood our hasty days 
Ai’o sweeping us away. 

3 'Well, if our days must Hy, 

We’ll keep llieir end in sight,^ 

We’ll spend tliem all in wisdom’s way, 

And let them B 2 >eed their flight. 

4 They’ll waft us sooner o’er 
This lih^’s tempestuourt sea : 

Soon v.'o bhall reach the peaceful shore 

Of blest eternfty. Watts, Pb. 90. 


I’SALM XC. 

Jluman Frailty. 

L ord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. 

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou 
hadst formed tlie earth and the world, even from everlasting 
to everlasting, thou art (lod. 

3 Thou turncst man to destruction ; and sayest. Return, ye 
children of men. 

4 For a thousand years in thy sight arc but as yesterday 
when it is past, and as a watch in the night. 

5 Thou carriest them away as with a flood, they arc as a 
sleep . in the morning they are like grass which groweth up. 

G In the morning it liourisheth, and groweth up ; in the 
evening it is cut down, and withercth. 

7 For we arc consumed by thine anger, and by thy wrath 
arc wc troubled. 

8 Tliou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in 
the light of thy countenance. 

9 For all our days are passed away in thy wrath \ we spend 
our years as a tale that is told. 

10 The days of our ycai’s are threescore years and ten ; and 
if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their 
strength labour and sorrow ; for it is soon cut and we fly 
away. 

11 Who knoweth tlie power of thine anger? even accord- 
ing to thy fear, so is tliy wratli. 

12 So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our 
hearts unto wisdom. 

13 Return, O Lord, how long ? and let it repent thee con- 
cerning thy servants. 

14 0 satisfy us early with thy mercy ; that we may rejoice 
and be glad all our days. 

15 Make us glad according to the days wherein thou hast 
afflicted us, and the years wherein we have seen evil. 

16 Let tliy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory 
unto tlieir children. 

17 And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us: 
and establish thou the work of our hands upon us ; yea, the 
work of our hands establish thou it. 

RiiFLECTioNs UPON PsALic XC. — J 08 U 8 in his person, righteousness, 
offlcGs, and relations is the dwelling-place of his people, where they 
remain secure Irom every daijger, and safe from every' foe. ** A man 
shall be an hiding-place from the wind, a covert from the temjjest, 

I and the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.” Our great Re- 
l deemer was sot up from overlasting, from the beginning, or over the 
earth was. His goings forth were of old from everlasting ; therefore 
^ he must be God as well as man, essentially possessing all the Divine 
perfections and prerogatives in common with the Father and tho 
Holy Spirit. God is the living God, and he is the soyereign disposer 


of Hfo, giving it, and taking it away when he pleases; and n<ma 
daring to say, ** What doest thou ? ” But there is a life he giyes in 
his gracious sovereignty, and which ho will never take away, and 
that is S 2 )iritual life, which issues in life eternal. ** The LoM wijl 
give grace and glory. Tho gift of God is otemal life, through Jesus 
I Christ our Lord.” A constant living impression of the frailty, the 
: uncertainty, and the shortness of our mortal life is profitable to the 
I soul, calculated to wean our hearts from earthly things, and to roiAS 
! our thoughts to that holy, happy land, where there are rivers of 
Iileasuro for evermore. 


PRAYER. 

^ OD the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one undivided 
Jehovah, enable us by thy gracious Spirit to approach 
thee with that reverence with which creatures should approach 
I their Creator, and to draw near with that confidence and love 
1 with which thy children should come before their Father who 
I is ill heaven. O Lord, thou hast been the dwelling-place of 
thy people in all generations ; and thou hast ever surrounded 
tliy people with thy perfections, as with mountains of alrhighty 
and ctorual strength. We adore thee in the antiquity and 
eternity of thy being. Before the mountains were formed, 
even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. With theC 
the revolution of time and of generations is but as the passing 
of a moment. A thousand years in thy sight are but as 
yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, tlic ruin which is brought upon our 
race by the fall and apostasy of Adam, our covenant head. We 
adore thy justice in all the sufferings inflicted on man in con- 
sequence of the fall. Shall not the Judge of all tho earth do 
right? Thou art wise and just in permitting death, like an 
overwhelming flood, to convey one generation after another 
to the silent grave. Affect us, 0 Lord, with the brevity, un- 
certainty, and vanity of the present life. In the morning we 
are like grass when it groweth up ; in the evening of our days 
we resemble the flow er which is cut down and withereth. 

♦Lord, deliver us from a spirit of insensibility ; and may the 
thoughts of deatli, of the interment of the body in the tomb, 
of the appearance of our souls before the presence of the 
eternal Jehovah, and of a state of endless blessedness or 
misery beyond the grave, produce on our minds the most 
solemnising effects. 

Lord^ jjreservc our dear children from a spirit of ihou^ht^ 
lessuess and folly. Let them not live as^ if they imagined 
they were to live always. Teach them to live under the 
conviction that they must die, and under the impression that 
they may die soon. 

Bless the preaching of thy Gospel on this thy sacred day. 
Open the eyes of many to see that their sins deserve thy 
wrath j and tliat, unless their sins arc repented of and forgiven 
through a Saviour’s blood, the weight of thine anger must be 
endured for ever and ever. Affect our graceless friends with an 
alarming view of the Divine wrath. Who knoweth the power 
of thine anger? 

Merciful God, give us grace so to number and observe our 
days, us to apply our hearts unto wisdom. In behalf of the 
congregation with which w^e are connected, and our relatives 
and friends, and ourselves as a family, we would earnestly pray, 
O satisfy us early with thy mercy, that we may rc^ice and 
be glad all our days. Let the work of thy salvation appear 
unto thy servants, and thy glory unto their children* O let 
the beauty of the Lord, even the graces of the Spirit, be upon 
us; in all our pious designs establish thou the Work of our 
hands. 

Give us the sleep and the protection of thy Beloved tlm 
night. Aced^t us in the Beloved, whom thou hearest alwayti 
Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, ftc. 




THIRTY-SIXTH WEEK.— MONDAY MORNING. 


THE church’s changes. 

C?^roto. JBet?iUhe}n. Otarh*8. r. m. 

1 T 0, tho Church with gradual lights 
" Her opening charms displays, 

' After a long and dreary night 

Looks forth with glimmering rays ; 

Scarce nerooptible appears, 

Until the day-spnng from on high, 

All tho faco of nature cheers, 

And gladdens earth and sky. 

2 Pair- os the tmclouded moon, 

With borrowed rays she shines, 

Shines — ^bnt ah ! she changes soon, 

And when nt full, declines ! 

Frecjuerit, long eclipses feels, 

Till Jesus drives the shades away, 

All her doubts and sins dispels, 

And brings tho perfect day. C. vVksucy. 

NEHEMIAH VI. 

Sanballat opposing NeltemiaHi. 

T^OW it came to pass, when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and 
Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of onr enemies, heard 
that I had builded the wall, and that there was no breach left 
therein j (though at that time I had not set up the doors upon 
the gates ;) 

2 That Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, Come, 
let us meet together in some one of the villages in the plain of 
Ono. But they thought to do me mischief. 

8 And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a 
great work, so that I cannot come down : why should the 
work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you ? 

4 Yet they sent unto me four times after this sort; and I 
answered them after the same manner. 

5 Then sent Sanballat his servant unto me in like manner 
the fifth time with an open letter in his hand; 

6 Wherein was written, It is reported among the heathen, 
and Gashmu saith t/, that thou and tlie Jews think to rebel : 
for which cause thou buildest the wall, that thou mayest be 
their king, according to these words. 

7 And thou hast also appointed prophets to preaCh of thee 
at Jerusalem, saying, There is a king in Judah : and now 
shall it be reported to the king according to these words. 
Come now therefore, and let us take counsel together. 

8 Then I sent unto him, saying, There are no such things 
done* as thou sayest, hut thou feigucst them out of thine own 
heart. 

9 For they all made us afraid, saying. Their hands shall be 
weakened from the work, that it be not done. Now there- 
fore, O God, strengthen my hands. 

10 Afterward I came unto the house of Shemaiah the son 
of Delaiah, the son of Mehctabeel, who was shut up ; and he 
•aid. Let us meet together in the house of God, within the 
temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple : for they will 
come to slay thee ; yea, in the night will they come to slay thee. 

11 And I said, Should such a man as I fiee? and who is 
ihfrt, that, bdng as I am, would go into the temple to save 
his life? 1 will not go in. 

12 And, lo, I perceived that God had not sent him ; but 
that he pronounc^ this prophecy against me : for Tobiah and 
Sanballat had hired him. 

18 Therefore was he hired, that I should be afraid, and do 
SO, and sin, and that they might have matter for an evil 
report, tiiat they might reproach me. 

14 My God, think thou upon Tobiah and Sanballat accord- 
ing to these their works, and on the prophetess Noadiah, and 
ihi0 rest of the proj^ets, that would have put me in fear. 

15 So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of 
the mmUh Elul, in fifty and two days. 


16 And it came to pass, that when all onr enemies heard 
thereof, and all the heathen that were about us saw these 
things, they were much cast down in their own eyes : for they 
perceived that this work was wrought of our God. 

17 Moreover, in those days the nobles of Judah sent many 
letters unto Tobiah ; and the letters of Tobiah came unto them. 

Rkfleotions upon Neh. VI. — Tho constant watclifulness of the 
enemies of Zion, waiting for every opportunity to injure tho Church 
of Christ, should stir us up to increasing watchfulness and prayer, 
that their plans may be frustnitcd, and all their malicious efforts 
prove in vain. Our Saviour came from heaven lo earth to engage 
in a great work — far greater than the creation of the universe. In 
this great work he met with every description of interruption and ' 
opposition. But nothing prevented liim from pursuing his object, 
or accomplishing his jmrposc. lie set his face ns a Hint; and never 
ceased until he finished salvation, unci brought in an everlasting 
righteousness, infinite in its merit and boundless in its efficacy. j 

^ ^iniAYEK. 

A LMIGHTY and infinitely blessed Lord God, and the I 
Father of mercies, we come as a family, trusting in the • 
atonement of Christ, and bow as humble suppliants before 
thy throne. Thou art the inexhaustible fountain of all that 
blessedness which angels and men enjoy : in thy presence 
there is fulness of joy, and at thy right hand there are plea- 
sures for evermore. 

We thank our God, the bountiful giver of all good, for the 
preserving care we experienced during the past night, and 
that under the r^fresliing influence of rest and sleep we arc 
now enabled to approach the throne of our God, and seek the 
blessings of salvation. As in thy good providence wc are 
entering upon another day and another week, we humbly 
pray that we may live this week under the beneficial and 
sanctifying power of the religious ordinances observed during 
the past Sabbath. 

As the Father of mercies we seek from our God the supply 
of all our temporal necessities and wants. We ask not that 
we may fare sumptuously every day, but graciously feed us 
with food convenient for us, and afford us that bread which is 
necessary to strengthen man’s heart. 

Lord, we pray that our dear children may never he visitea 
with poverty and want. Never may they know v)hat it is to 
suffer scarcity of bread. Above all, enrich them with the bless- 
ings of thy salvation, and feed their souls with the bread of life. 
While our servants are under this roof, may they feed upon 
the bread of life, and ever relish the ordinances of religion. 

May the word we have now read he accompanied with thy 
blessing; O give it divine efficacy! We mourn over our 
indolence in thy cause; and mc feel ourselves reproved by 
the holy and persevering zeal of thy servant Nchemiah, in 
the midst of the annoying opposition and malevolent plots 
of the enemies of Jerusalem. God forbid that any of us 
should stand aloof from thy Gospel, thy cause, thy kingdom. 

We now seek from our God zeal for the Lord of hosts. Con- 
vince us that the cause of God is a great work, that there is 
no work worthy to he brought into comparison with it. May 
our whole souls, and every faculty and talent we possess, be 
engaged in the work of our Lord. Sufler ns not to he in- 
timidated by opposition or obstacles. May we go forward m 
the strength of God the Lord, neither turning to the right 
hand nor the left. 

Lord, bless thy Zion; build thou the walls of Jerusalem, 
thy New Testament Church, Strengthen and encourage all 
thy servants who are placed as watchmen upon the wall of thy 
Zion. O Lord, we would ever pray for thy Church. Peace 
be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. 

Graciously hear, accept, and forgive, for Jesus’ sake, the 
Lamb who was slain for us. Amen, and amen. 
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THIETY^SIXTH WEEK.— -MONDAY EVENING. 


UNSEKN FLEA3URICS. 

Ondw)» Beaumont. Proepect, C* K. 

1 O OW long shall earth’s alluring toys 

Detain our heart and eyes, 

Begordless of immortal joys, 

And strangers to the skies ? 

2 These transient scenes will soon decay, 

They fade upon the sight ; 

And quickly will the brightest day 
Be lost in endless night. 

8 Oh, could our thoughts and wishes fly 
Above these gloomy shades, 

To tlioso bright worlds beyond the sky 
Which sorrow ne’er invades ! 

4 Lord ! send a beam of light divine 
To guide our upward aim ! 

With one reviving touch of thino 

Our languid hearts inflame Stbejjl 

2 CORINTHIANS IV. 

Paul* 8 Zeal in 2^reachmg the OospeL 

rilHEREFORE seeing we have this ministry, as we have 
received mercy, we faint not j 

2 But have renounced the hidden tlnngs of dishonesty, not 
walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceit- 
fully; but by manifestation of tlie truth commending our- 
selves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. 

8 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost : 

4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds 
of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel 
of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 

5 For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord ; 
and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake. 

6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of dark- 
ness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. 

8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed ; we 
are perplexed, but not in despair; 

9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not de- 
stroyed : 

10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord 
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in 
our body. 

11 For wo whicli live are alway delivered unto death for 
Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made mani- 
fest in our mortal flesh. 

12 So then death worketh in us, but life in you. 

13 We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is 
written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; wo also 
believe, and therefore speak ; 

14 Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall 
raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. 

15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant 
grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to 
the glory of God. 

16 For which cause we faint not ; but though our outward 
man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. 

17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a for more exceeding and eternal weight of 
gloiy ; 

18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at 
the things which are not seen ; for the things which are seen 
are temporal ; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

Beflhoxxoiis upon 2 Cob. iv.— There is no employment so im- 
portant, sacred, and honourable, as that of the ambassadors of Christ. 
Very great are the discouragements they meet with tcom Satan and 

AOA 


wioked men ; but far greater are the encouragements they meet with 
arising from Olirist’s promise, Christ’s help, and Chrisrs presenoe 
What joy should fill our hearts, and what praise and thanks^Ving 
should flow from our lips, that we have the Word of God m its 
unadulterated purity in our hands, and that we have constant oppor- 
tuniticB of hearing the Gospel jjurdy, faithfully, and affectionately 
proclaimed! How lamentable it is to read the Word with the 
bodily eyes, and yet eryoy no spiritual disoemment of its excellenoe 
and loveliness and suitableness! May it not be our case to Ppssew 
the casket, and remain ignorant of the invaluable jewel wni^ it 
contains. By nature our minds resemble the dar^ess of midnight ; 
by grace may our souls be fllled with Divine light, and thus re- 
semble the sky, fllled with the brightness of the sun. 

PrAYEK 

O UR Father who art in heaven, thou art the all-seeing 
Jehovah, from whose penetrating eye no circumst^cea 
or actions can be concealed in any part of thy vast dominions. 
The darkness hideth not from thee ; but the night shineth as 
the day : the darkness and the light are both alike unto thee. 
Relying on the merit of our great High-priest, we approach 
thy throne. 

Every day of our lives, may we live under the lively seme 
of the all-seeing eye of God, and that thou who art our oon« 
stant witness shall be our impartial judge. 

We desire with affectionate gratitude to express our tbanhe 
for the mercies of the past day. We have been permitted to 
drink of the streams of thy common bounty ; for this we praise 
thee. And we trust that thou hast allowed us to taste of the 
blessings of thy special grace; and for this we praise thee. 
We are entering upon another night ; O let it not prove the 
night of death ! But, if it sliould, may this short night he 
followed by an eternal day of immortal blessedness and rest. 
Into the arms of our God and Saviour we commend our 
spirits. 

We thank our God for the portion of the Holy Soripturm 
we have now been permitted to read. Bivine Spirit, merci- 
fully apply it to our hearts. We bless thee for the holy 
ministry : for committing it into the hands of men of lite 
passions and weaknesses with ourselves; and for the moat 
blessed advantages which a Gospel ministry has been em- 
ployed to confer upon the children of men. We fervently 
pray that all thy ministering servants may be enabled to 
follow the example of holy Paul, in the faithful and humble 
and zealous performance of the duties of their sacred office. 
Suffer them not to faint when they meet with difficulties and 
discouragements. Never allow them to forget that they are 
not sent a warfare on their own charges. Teach all thy pro- 
fessed ambassadors to renounce the hidden things of dis- 
lioncsty; not to walk in craftiness, but in holy simplicity. 
So may they manifest the truth, as to commend themselves 
to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. Give all thy 
ministers large degrees of grace, that they may never preacn 
themselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord. We thank Goa that 
the heavenly treasure is put, not in angelic, but earthen 
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and 
not of men. 

Lord, bless our dear children and domesHcSt On tk$ 
morning of the resurrection may they and we be raised up 
in glory by Christ Jesus, and presented faultless itfore ims 
heavenly throne. 

Sanctify to us, O Lord, all the affiiotions of life. May we 
not despond when we feel the decay of natural strength, etihar 
by disease or advanced years. O teaoh us to look on all Ottf 
affiictions as light compared with the weight of that glory 
which is ju^omised ; and may we look on ^ our affiiotiona aa 
momentaiy compart with the eternal duration of iienvenlf jciit 
Graciously hear and answer and forgive, for Jtmr aalu^ 
our Prophet, Priest, and King. Ajoaen. 
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FAS0S ilND HUMILITT. 
Kendall NaUtweiilL Zondm, 


presume 


Himself on bis own Tirtues plume, 

And claim thy heaven hy right i 

2 1 boast of none, in none I’ll trust ; 

tVw mercy, Lord, I sue ; 

Ah, were my judge severely just, 

Perdition is my due. 

3 Shall mortal man, so blind and weak, 

On his own powers depend ? 

On thee I hope, thy blessing seek ; 

0 guide me, and defend. Scon. 

ESTHER TIL 

ffamafCa proud Revenge, 

A FTER these things did king Ahasuerus promote Human 
the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, 
and set his seat above all the princes that were with him. 

2 And all the king’s servants, that were in the king’s gate, 
bowed, and reverenced Haman: for the king had so com- 
manded concerning him. But Mordecai bow^ not, nor did 
him reverence. 

8 Then the king’s servants, which were in the king’s gate, 
■aid unto Mordecai, Why transgressest thou the king’s com- 
mandment ? 

4 Now it came to pass, when they spake daily unto him, 
and he hearkened not unto them, that they told Haman, to 
see whether Mordecai’s matters would stand : for he had told 
them that he was a Jew. 

6 And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor did 
him reverence, then was Haman full of wrath. 

6 And he thought scorn to lay hands on Mordecai alone ; 
for they had shewed him the people of Mordecai : wherefore 
Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that ivere throughout 
the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, even the people of Mordecai. 

7 In the first month, that w, the month Nisau, in the 
twelfth year of king Ahasuerus, they cast Pur, that is, the lot, 
before Haman from day to day, and from month to month, to 
the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar. 

8 And Haman said unto king Ahasuerus, There is a certain 
people scattered abroad and dispersed among the people in all 
the provinces of thy kingdom ; and their laws are diverse from 
all people j neither keep they the king’s laws : therefore it is 
not for the king’s profit to suffer them. 

9 If it please the king, let it be written that they may be 
destroyed ; and I will pay ten thousand talents of silver to the 
hands of those that have the charge of the business, to bring 
it into the king’s treasuries. 

10 And the king took his ring from his hand, and gave it 
unto Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the Jews’ 
enemy. 

11 And the king said unto Haman, The silver is given to 
thee, the people also, to do with them as it seemeth good to 
thee. 

12 Then were the king’s scribes called on the thirteenth 
day of the first month, and there was written according to all 
that Hainan had commanded unto the king’s lieutenants, and 
to the governors that were over every province, and to the 
nders of evenr people of every province according to the 
writing fihereoi^ and to every people after their language ; in 
the name of king Ahasuerus was it written, and sealed with 
the king’s ring. 

18 And the letters were sent by posts into all the king’s 
provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to cause to perish, all Jews, 
both young and ol^ Utde ehildren and women, in oue day, 
even upon the thirteenth day at the twelfth month, which is 
the month Adar, and to take the spoil of them for a pregr. 


Eiflxotioks upon Ebthse xn.-— A s in the case of Haman, we see 
that the worst of men are often elevated to power, wealth, and 
honour. And we also see that, liko him, they totter on the pinnacle 
of their glory. There are two things which strikingly illustrate the 
corruption of the heart of man. The first is, when men prefer 
their own honour before the glory of Gk)d.” The second is, ** giving 
honour to man without ever giving honour to God.” May it bo our 
blessedness to keep the end of our existence and the end of our 
salvation constantly in view — ^namely, To glorify God, and enjoy 
him for over.” Wicked Hamans may contrive plots to injure 
Christ’s fiook ; but ho who sits iu the heavens sh^ hold them in 
derision.” 

mAYBK 

O LORD onr God, most holy, most mighty, and most glo- 
rious, we acknowledge thine infinite greatness ; and we 
rejoice that wc are not overlooked by thee on account of our 
insignificance, nor cast off by thee on account of our sinful- 
ness and guilt. Wc praise thee that we are welcome to thy 
presence through Christ. Deeply impress us, O our God, with 
a sense of our unworthiness, of thy kindness and care toward 
us during the past night, which wc now humbly and gratefully 
acknowledge. Truly, O Lord, wc are less than the least of 
all thy mercies. Give us grace to walk humbly before thee 
during this day. May wc engage in our worldly business 
under the impression that all these employments shall soon 
come to an end, that every earthly object shall pass away liko 
the dream of night, and that wo shall enter into another 
world, where wc sliall be for ever surromided with the solemn 
realities of eternity. Preserve us this day from every temp- 
tation and snare to which we may be exposed and by which 
we may be endangered. May the God of Jeshurun be our 
God ; may the everlasting and almighty arms of Divine grace 
be constantly underneath and around us. 

Sanctify to us what we have now read of the pride and 
ambition of Ham an, an ancient and resolute enemy of thy 
Church. Lord, teach us to sec the insignificance of the 
wealth, greatnesss, and honours of this world, since the God 
of providence often allows the worst and the basest of men to 
be their possessors. Glory to thy name, that though thy 
children, the objects of tliy saving love, are often tried with 
poverty, yet thou, in tlic abundance of thy mercy, hast given 
them present blessings more valuable than the treasures of lungs, 
and also the assured hopes of celestial glory beyond the grave. 

Lord, deliver us from pride. Convince us that pride is 
idolatry — that it is a worship of self in preference to God. 
Open our eyes to see that pride is a sin of peculiar vilciiess, 
criminality, and danger. O give us the fear of the Lord, that 
we may hate evil, pride, arrogancy, the evil way, and the fro- 
ward mouth. Deliver us from pride, which bringetli shame ; 
and may we be among the lowly with whom wisdom is found. 
Convince us that while pride deserves destruction, it is the 
infallible harbinger of ruin. Deeply impress upon our minds 
these words of inspired truth : Pride goeth before destruction, 
and an haughty spirit before a fall. 

Preserve our beloved children from the risings of pride, 
and deliver them from every desire to obtain an unlawful 
superiority over each other, 0 give them and our servants 
tMt humility which is the great fountain of family peace and 
of social confort. 

Lord Jesus, teach us humility. In thee we behold the most 
glorious displays of humility. Thou didst take up little chil- 
dren into thine arms and bless them ; and thou didst wash the 
disciples’ feet. May we learn of thee, O Jesus, who art meek 
and lowly of heart. Drive the idol of pride from the throne 
of our souls, and make us meek and lowly in lieart. 

O Lord, hear the imperfect prayers of thy humble jjeti- 
tiouers, for Jesus’ sake, thy beloved Sou and our gracious 
Saviour, Amen. 


THIRTY-SIXTH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


BEATU AND IMMEDIATE GLORY. 

Mount PUcuant. Waldinf/Jleld, Path Chapel c. w. 

1 ^PHEllE is a house not made with hands, 

A Eternal and on high ; 

And here my spirit waiting stands, 

Till God shall bid it fly. 

2 Shortly this prison of my clay 

Must be dissolved and full ; 

Then, 0 my soul, with ^oy obey 
Thy heavenly Father s cull. 

3 ’Tis he, by his ulmighty grace. 

That forms thee tit for lieu von ; 

And, as an earnest of the; ]dace, 

Hus his own Hpirit given. ‘ , 

Watts, 110, i?. 7. 

2C0JUNTJ11ANS V. 

Glory of Heaven and the tjeneval Judf/ment. 

I j^OR wc know that if our earthly house of Ihis taberimele 
Avcrc dissolved, Ave liave a building of God, an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed 
upon with onr honse which is from heaven : 

I'J If so lie that being clothed wc shall not be found naked. 
4 For wc that are in tabernacle do groan, being bur- 
dened : not for that we nonld be unclothed, but clothed upon, 
tliat mortality might be swallowed up of life. 

h Now he that hath Avronght ns for the selfsame thing is 
God, Avho also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit. 

6 Therefore tne are always eonficlcnt, kuoAving that, whilst 
we arc at home in the l)ody, avc are absent from the Lord : 

7 (For we Avalk by faith, not i)y sight :) 

8 We arc confident, / and willing rather to be absent 
from the body, and to be present with the Lord. 

9 Wherefore avc labour, that, whether present or absent, avc 
may be accepted of him. 

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ ; that every one may receive the tilings doae in his body, 
according to that he hath done, Avhether it be good or bad. 

1 1 Knowing therefore the terror of the liord, we persuade 
men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also 
are made manifest in your coiiseienees. 

14 For tlie love of Christ eonstraineth us; because we thus 
judge, that if one died for all, then Avere all dead: 

15 And that lie died for all, that they Avliich live should 
not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died 
I for them, and rose again. 

I IG Wherefore heucefortli kriOAv we no man after the flesh : 

I yea, though wc have known Christ after the flesh, yet now 
henceforth know Ave him no more. 

. 17 Therefore if any man be in Clirist, he is a ncAV creature : 

old things are passed away ; behold, all tilings are become new'. 

18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled ns to 
himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of 
i reconciliation ; 

19 To Avit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them ; and 
hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 

20 Noav then avc are ambassador for Christ, as though 
God did beseech you by us : Ave pray you in Christ’s stead, be 
ye reconciled to God. 

21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin ; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 

^ Rsfleotionb upon 2 Coil. V. — Wc (;aiinot conceive the blessedness 
’ which awaits the souls of believers at death, when they lay down 
their earthly tabernacles, and aro admitted into their heavenly, 
glorious, and eternal abode. And we cannot conceive the glory 
which awaits their bodies at the resurrection, when, at the com- 
mand of Chiisti they shall rise to immortality. How, comparatively 
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speaking, the body is a clog and hindrance to the soul ; but, at the 
resurrection, the body, by the spiritual, holr, and immortal pro- 
perties with which it shall bo invested, shall be rendered a fit and 
glorious associate for the soul through the ceaseless ages of etemitv. 
Now, the bodily senses and appetites often prove a snare to the soul ; 
but after the resurrection, the body being perfect in holiness as well 
as the soul, shall delightfully participate in the reflned and spotless 
enjoyments of immortality. The fellowship of Christ on earth, in 
the observance of ordinances and in the exercise of grace, makes 
the state of the believer a little heaven here below. 8^1 this 
blesBedncBS fulls unspeakably short of that which consists in the full 
enjoyment of Christ, in heaven. Let us strive not to cleave to the 
dust, not to desire to live alway, but pray, with believing fervour, 
that we may bo both ready and willing to depart, and to be with 
Christ, which is far better. 


PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, w^e desire to address thy sacred throne 
in the exercise of filial confidence and holy reverence. 
Through the all-prevailing name of Jesus, we present our 
persons and our services before thee for acceptance. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in the essential eternity of thy 
being. From all eternity thou didst exist in thyself, infinitely | 
blessed in the enjoyment of thy being. Thy throne is of old, i 
and thou art from everlasting. IIoav short-lived are earthly | 
kings, and how temporary their thrones and kingdoms ! But j 
thou, O Lord, shalt endure for ever, and thy remembrance | 
unto all generations. Thou art Alpha and Omega, the begin- ! 
iiing and the ending, which Avas, Avhich is, and which is to I 
come — the Almighty. | 

We thank God for what avc have enjoyed this day of thy ' 
goodness, wheth(ir in the common blessings of thy providence, i 
or in the blessings of thy saving grace. O let the guilt we 
have contracted this day be Avashed away by the merit of our 
Saviour’s blood. Speak peace to all our consciences, by pro- 
noupcing a sentence of forgiveness, and by convincing us that 
all our transgressions are removed from us, as far as the east 
is distant from the west. Let all our relatives obtain regene- 
ration by the Spirit of Christ, and pardon through the merit 
of his blood. 

Cause the dew of heavenly grace to accompany the precious 
and animating words wc have now read from the volume of 
inspired and eternal truth. As wc have the assured prospect of 
the dissolution of the body, the earthly house of this taber- 
nacle, may avc possess the assured hope of a building of God, 
a house not made with hands, ctefnal in the heavens. Give 
us that lively faith in Jesus, and in the glories of the eternal 
world, Avhich will dispel the fears of death, and animate us 
with an earnest desire of laying aside the rags of mortality 
which we now Avear, that we may be clothed upon with the 
bright robes of immortality. 

Suffer not the minds of our dear children to be carried away 
by the delusive objects of the present world. In their early 
days may they know the walk of faith, and begin that life of 
grace which will terminate in a life of glory. 

O prepare us all for an appearance before the judgment- 
seat of Christ. Noav may we be clothed in that righteousness 
which will secure for us at the last day an acquittal before an 
assembled universe, and a place on the right hand of the 
alted Judge. Lord, make us new creatures. We bless thee 
for our first creation ; O bless us with a second creation 1 May 
old things pass away, may all things become new. 

O thou, who art our God in Christ, reconciling a guilty world 
to thyseli^ we earnestly pray that we may be reconimed to 
God, and that all the enmity of our hearts may be destroyed. 

We commend our souls and bodies to thy care this nighti 
and implore acceptance and forgiveness, for the sa^e of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen« 


THIRTY-SIXTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY MORNING. 


I WIU 00 IN ONTO THK KINO. 

0^/br(2. Mcuryl^OM. Lwiltno, c, v> 

I ^OME, humble sinner, in whose breast 
^ A thousand thoughts revolve, 

Come, with your guilt and fear opprest, 

And make this last resolve : — 

S I’ll go to Jesus, though my sin 
Hath like a mountain rose ; 

I know his courts, 1*11 enter in, 
i Whatever may oppose. 

3 I’ll to the gracious King approach, 

Whoso sceptre pardon gives ; 

Perhaps he may command my touch. 

And then the suppliant liv(.'R. Edmund Jonrs. 

ESTHEH IV. 

McrdecaVn Advice to Queen Esther, 

T^HEN Mordecai perceived all that was done, Mordccai 
▼ ^ rent his clothes, and put on sackcloth with ashes, and 
went out into the midst of the city, and cried with a loud and 
a bitter cry ; 

2 And came even before the king’s gate : for none might 
enter into the king's gate clothed with sackcloth. 

8 And in every province, whithersoever the king's com- 
mandment and his decree came, there was great mourning 
among the Jews, and fasting, and weeping, and wailing ; and 
many lay in sackcloth and ashes. 

4 So Esther's maids and her chamberlains came and told 
it her. Then was the queen exceedingly grieved; and she 
sent raiment to clothe Mordecai, and to take away his sack- 
cloth from him : but he received it not. 

6 Then called Esther for Hatach, one of the king's cham- 
berlains, whom he had appointed to attend upon her, and gave 
him a commandment to Mordecai, to know what it was, and 
why it was, 

6 So Hatach went forth to Mordecai unto the street of the 
city, which was before the king’s gate, 

7 And Mordecai told him of all that had happened unto 
him, and of the sum of the money that Human had promised 

i to pay to the king’s treasuries for the Jews, to destroy them. 

I 8 Also he gave him the copy of the writing of the decree 
I that was given at Shushan to destroy them, to shew it unto 
Esther, and to declare it unto her, and to charge her that she 
should go in unto the king, to make supplication unto him, 
and to make request before him for her people. 

9 And Hatach came and told Esther the words of Mordecai. 

10 Again Esther spake unto Hatach, and gave him com- 
mandment unto Mordecai ; 

11 Ail the king's servants, and the people of the king’s 
provinces, do know, that whosoever, whether man or woman, 
shall come unto the king into the inner court, who is not 
called, there is one law of his to put him to death, except such 
to whom the king shall hold out the golden sceptre, that he 
may live : but I have not been called to come in unto the 
king these thirty days. 

12 And they told to Mordecai Esther's words. 

18 Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think 
not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king’s house, 
more than ^1 the Jews. 

14 For if thou altogether boldest thy peace at this time, 
then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the 
Jews from another place ; but thou and thy father’s house 
shall be destroyed : and who knoweth whether thou art come 
to the kingdom for such a time as this ? 

15 I^en Esther bade them return Mordecai this answer, 

16 Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in 
Shuthan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat or drink three 
dayi^ night or day : I also and my maidena will fast likewise; 


and so will I go in unto the king, which is not aoooiding to 
the Jaw : and if I perish, 1 perish. 

17 So Mordecai went his way, and did according to all that 
Esther had commanded him. 

Reflections upon Estueb tv. — Often the saints of God are called 
upon, like holy Mordecai and the pious Esther, to sow in tears. But 
however much arid however long they sow in tears, they shall reap 
in joy. Never did these distinguished saints imogino that such a 
calamity should befall them as the threatening of the barbarous 
massacre and utter extinction of their people and nation. And 
when the dark cloud hovered over their heads, they could not 
anticipate the bright splendour with which tlio dark cloud was 
destined to be followed, and the harvest of tlio most astonishing joy 
and gladness which awaited them. Mordecai employed Esther as a 
mediator, to pltuid for the salvation of the Church of God : let us 
commit onr souls and all into the hands of Christ, to plead for us 
before his Eathcr’s throne. 

PRAYER. 

O LORH our God, wc desire to approach thy throne under 
deep impressions of thy sovereignty and of thy mercy, 
displayed in Jesus. We adore thee in all the sovereign ar- 
rangements of thy Providence, both as they respect individual 
saints and thy Church in general. Wc rejoice that all thy 
dispensations respecting tliy Church and people, however 
mysterious, dark, and afflicting, arc dictated by wisdom and 
mingled with mercy. We praise thee that the dispensations 
of thy sovereignty which wc shall not be able to comprehend 
or reconcile on this side the grave, we shall fully understand 
in the heavenly world. Glory to our God I 

Wc adore thy justice and wisdom in the dark cloud which 
covered tlic firmament of thy Church in the days of Esther 
and Mordecai, when Haman obtained the sanction of the king 
for the barbarous destruction of the believing Jews. May 
afflictive events of Providence produce on us, as a family and 
as individuals, effects similar to those which were produced 
upon thy Church, when the malevolence of Haman threatened 
it with destruction. May wc bo led to humiliation and prayer. 
If ever our afflictions have been instrumental in humbling us 
before thee, we praise thy name. If they have been in- 
strumental in taking our dependence from the creature, and 
placing it wholly upon Jesus, our Surety and Saviour, we 
give thee all the praise. 

We would glorify our God for tlic overthrow which has 
attended all the plans which tlie enemies of God have ever 
formed to oppose the purposes of heaven and accomplish the 
ruin of Christ's kingdom. Thou God of salvation, thine 
adversaries can conceal none of their conspiracies from thee ; 
and, with all their (lollected and boasted power, they arc un- 
able, even for one moment, to withstand the awful stroke of 
the iron rod of thine almighty vengeance. Myriads of arch- 
angels could never stand before thee, if once thou wast angiy ; 
yea, the whole intelligent universe could not abide the fierce- 
ness of thine indignation. 

O teach our dear children and our servants to be afraid of 
thy wrath, and suffer them not by early impiety to provoke 
thine anger. 

Deliver each one of us from a careless indifference about 
the glory of God and the salvation of our soul. Holy Spirit, 
give us thy grace, that we may fall in with the encouraging call 
of mercy : Kiss ye the Son, lest he he an^y. Show great 
pity to all who are under convictions of sin, and who now 
feel an anxious concern about deliverance from the wrath to 
come. 

Wc present the tribute of our thankfulness for the mercies 
of another night, and we seek the blessing of our God to 
attend us this day. Lord, pardon, accept, and save, for Jesus* 
sake, our only Advocate and Saviour, Amen» 
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THIRTY-SIXTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


I WILI- BE THBIB GOD. 

ProvkUnce. Ey$. Qrtm If</uae, c. v. 

1 TF God is mine, then present things, 

And things to come, urc mine ; 

Yea, Christ, his word, and spirit too, 

And glory all divine. 

i If ho is mine, then from his love 
Ho every trouble sends ; 

All things are working for my good, 

And bliss his rod attends. 

3 if he is mine, .1 need not fear 

The rage of* earth and hell ; 

Ho will siij>}>ort my feeble frame, 

Their utmost force n* 2 )cl. 

4 If ho is mine, hit friends forsake — 

Let wealtli and honours flee — 

8urc he wlio giveth me himself^ 

Is more than these to me. 

Bed DOMIC, alt. 

2 COHINTHIANS YT. 

PauVa Fa ithf ah\ cgs. 

'1]^E then, as workers together with him, ])eseee]i you also 
that yc receive not the grace of (lod in vain. 

2 (b'or he saitli, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and 
in the day of salvation have 1 succoured thee : heliold, now is 
the accepted time ; beliold, now is the daj'' of salvation.) 

3 Giving no offence in any thing, that tljo ministry be not 
blamed ; 

4 Hut in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of 
God, in much patience, in afllictiona, in necessities, in dis- 
tresses, 

5 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in 
watchings, in fastings ; 

6 Hy pureness, by knowledge, by long-suffering, by kind- 
ness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 

7 By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the 
armour of righteousness on the right band and on the left, 

8 By liouour and dishonour, by evil report and good report : 
as deceivers, and yet true ; 

9 As unknown, and yet well known ; as dying, and, behold, 
we live ; as chastened, and not killed ; 

10 As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing ; as poor, yet making 
many rich ; as having nothing, and yet j) 08 sc 88 iiig all things. 

11 O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our 
heart is enlarged. 

12 Ye are not straitened in us, hut ye are straitened in 
your own bowels. 

18 Now for a recorapcnce in the same, (I speak as unto my 
children,) be yc also enlarged. 

14 Be ye not unecjually yoked together with unbelievers : 
for what fellowship liath righteousness with unrighteousness ? 
and what communion hath light with darkness ? 

15 And W’hat concord hath Christ with Belial? or what 
part hath he that believctli with an infidel ? 

16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? 
for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, 1 
will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. 

17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye sepa- 
rate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing ; and I 
will receive you, 

18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my 
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 


KiwiawtioNs vpojf 2 Oob. vi.—Most justly is the Gospel designated 
the gi^e of God. It is a revelation of his grace^f tho plan of 
salvation, which frunishes a manifestation of grace the mosi won- 
derM tho eyes ot men or of angels could ever behold. It is. 
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besides, the great mean which the Divine Spirit employs for con- 
veying grace to the heart, and maintaining it m vaporous exorcise in 
the soul. By means of the Gospel, believers are introdui*ed into a 
state of grace, and prepared to enter into a state of glory . To la^or 
in the Gospel is the greatest honour; while to possess the privilege 
of hearing tho Gospel, without believing its doctrines or feeling its 
power, is the greatest calamity. Is this our day of salvation ? Are 
wo within mercy^s reach ? Do we hoar the invitations of mercy ? 

Are wo now welcome to receive all the blessings of a Baviour^s 
jmrehuse ? Then this, our day, is our day of salvation : a day more 
valuable than worlds. God forbid that we should neglect or despise 
this day — this precious day — which may soon pass away, never to 
return ! ^ 

PRAYER. 

LORIOUS and eternal Jehovah, the Father of all our ' 
mercies, and the fountain of all our comforts, we come 
before thee as a family at the close of another day, and we 
desire through Jesus Christ, at this time, to enjoy fellowsbip 
with thyself in the blessed ordinance of domestic worship. 0 
that each of us could say from the heart, and from a holy 
experience of Divine things, Truly our fellowship is with the 
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. i 

Wc thank a gracious Providence for the mercies of the day; 
for the supply of our tcin 2 )oral wants, for the continuance of i 
our lives, and for the exercise of our reason. If we have 
enjoyed assistance in our religious duties, if we have been ■ 

preserved from the sinful influence of the world, and if our \ 

meditations have ascended above the perishing objects of time, 
and have been raised to the animating realities and joys of 
heaven, we praise that Divine grace which has been so merci- 
fully extended to objects so unworthy. We desire, O Lord, 
with the loving confidence of children, to commit ourselves to 
the fatherly and gracious care of our God and Saviour this 
night. O prepare us for that heavenly state where the shades 
of night never obscure the celestial sky, and where the re- 
deemed are invigorated with such Divine strength as never to 
require the reviving influence of sleep, rest, or repose. What 
wc now supplicate for ourselves, we also seek for our beloved 
relatives and friends. May they and we live a life of grace 
oil earth, and through eternity a life of glory in heaven. On 
earth wc have fellowship with each other in our infirmities, 
weaknesses, temjitations, and sorrows; in heaven may we 
have fellowship with each other in the enjoyment of unspotted 
holiness, unclouded intelligence, perfect blessedness, ana eter- 
nal joy. 

Lo 7% give our children a love* to the heavenly world, 0 
teach their young minds often to think of the miseries of hell, 
that they may be induced to flee to Jesus from the wrath to 
come; and may they often meditate on the joys of heaven, that 
they may seek a title to immortal gloi'y. 

The word we have now read reminds us of the high and 
honourable office of thy ministers. Never may they forget 
that they are fellow-workers with Christ; and may their 
hearts feel the most vehement desire that the people of their 
care may not receive the Gospel of thy grace in vain. May 
we receive both thy Gospel and thy grace. 

O preserve us from the pollutions of the world, which are 
ever before our eyes as temptations to draw us from thyself. 
Lord, make us temples of the living Ood. In our heart may 
God be loved, worshipped, and adored. Fulfil in our bx- 
perience that most blessed promise, I will dwell in them, and | 
walk in them ; and I will he their God, and they shall be my 
people. O be to us a Father ; and may we be thy sons and , 
daughters. Give us fortitude and strength to separate oor^ 
selves from the unclean thing; then we shall be veeeived of 
thee. 

Graciously hear our feeble j^ayers, for our dear fiedaemar^s 
sake. Amen. 


TOttto-SIXTH WBIK.— THUBSDAT MORNING. 


TBB ACCBPTBD time. 

Mcmi Calvarp, Fatter. 

1 p<OME, ^Ity Bouls, and floo away 
^ To Christ, and heal your wounds ; 
This is the welcome gospol-day, 

Wherein free grace abounds. 

2 God loved the church, and gave his Son 

To drink tho cup of wrath : 

And Jesus says he’ll cast out none, 

That come to him by faith. 


0. It. 


Anon. 


Beelbotioks upon Estheb V. — ^How interesting and glorious it is 
to behold the Church, the Lamb’s wife, clothed with the garments - 
of solvation and arrayed in the robe of righteousncBs, presenting her 
adorations before the throne of gr^, filled by her Divine Lord, 
looking down upon her with smiles of complacency and love! 
Esther, in appearing before her royal husband, was accepted. If wo 
approach our God and Saviour with penitent and believing hearts, 
we shall bo accepted in tho beloved. God is ready to embrace us 
with the arms of his mercy, and to lay us in tho bosom of liis love. 
Esther’s acceptance was the harbinger of Ilaman’s overthrow ; and 
the acceptance of our prayers is the forerunner of the confusion of 
all our spiritual enemies. 


ESTHER V. 

Esther accepted by the Einy. 

OW it came to pass on tluj third day, that Esther put on 
her royal apparel, and stood in the inner court of the 
king’s house, over against the king’s house : and the king sat 
upon his royal throne in the royal house, over against the 
gate of tho house. 

% And it was so, when the king saw Esther the queen 
standing in the court, that slie o])taincd favour in his sight : 
and the king held out to Esther tlie golden sceptre that was 
in his hand. So Esther drew near, and touched the top of the 
sceptre. 

3 Then said the king unto her, AVhat wilt thou, queen 
Esther? and what is thy request ? it slihll be even given thee 
to the half of the kingdom. 

4 And Esther answered, If it seem good unto the king, let 
tho king and Hamau come this day unto the banquet that 1 
have prepared for him. 

6 ^rtieu the king said. Cause Haman to make haste, that he 
may do as Esther hath said. So the king and Haman came 
to tlie banquet that Esther liad prepared. 

6 And the king said unto l^sther at tho banquet of wine. 
What is tliy petition? and it shall be granted thee ; and what 
is thy request? even to the half of the kingdom it shall be 
performed. 

7 Then answered Esther, and said, My petition and my 
request is ; 

8 If I have found favour in the sight of the king, and if 
it please the king to grant my petition, and to perfonn my 
request, let the king and Haman come to the banquet that I 
shall prepare for them, and 1 will do to morrow as the king 
hath saia. 

9 Then went Haman forth that day joyful and with a glad 
heart : but when Haman saw Mordecai in the king’s gate, that 
he stobd not up, nor moved for him, he was full of indigna- 
tion against Mordecai. 

10 Nevertheless Haman refrained himself : and when he 
came home, he sent and called for his friends, and Zeresh his 
wife. 

3 1 And Haman told them of the glory of his riches, and 
the multitude of his children, and all the things wherein the 
king hsid promoted him, and how he had advanced him above 
the princes and servants of the king. 

12 Haman said moreover. Yea, Esther the queen did let 
no men oome in with the king unto the banquet that she had 
prepared but myself; and to morrow am I invited unto her 
abto wHh the king. 

13 Yet all this availeth me nothing, so long as I see Mor- 
dedai the Jew sitting at the king’s gate. 

14 Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends unto him, 
liCt a gallciws be made of fifty cubits high, and to morrow 

then unto the king that Mordecai maj^ be hanged 
tntfton: then go thou in merrily with the king unto the 
hin^net. And the thing pleased Hainan, and he oaused the 
gallows to be made. 


PRAYEll. 

O LORD our God, thou art clothed with majesty ; and we 
rejoice thou art also clothed with grace. Thou art clothed 
with strength, wherewith thou hast girded thyself. Thou hast 
established the world, so that it cannot be moved. While tho 
thrones of earthly rulers have been overturned and destroyed 
one after another, thy throne has never suffered the slightest 
change; it is established of old; thou art from everlasting. 
We come before thy throne of grace, relying on the blessed 
merit of the righteousness of thy beloved Son and our Inter- 
cessor, whom thou hearest always. 

Wc thank thee, O Lord, for watching over us during the 
silence and darkness of the past night, when we Avero uncon- 
scious of our very being, and when our situation was helpless, 
like that of children. May our awaking in the morning, under 
the light of the natural sun, remind us of the morning of the 
resurrection, when the sleeping Ijodics of the saints shall awake, 
and rise triumphantly from tlieir graves amid the songs of 
angels, and under the bright beams of the Sun of righteous- 
ness — the Sun of uncreated glory. Clive us, O Lord, the 
direction of thy wisdom this day. Instruct and teach us 
in the way in which we should go, and guide us Avith thine 
eye. 

Lord, give to us and all our relatives the genuine gift and 
spirit of prayer. As Estlier went into the presence of the 
king with humility and boldness, may we ever be enabled Avith 
unfeigned humility and holy l)olduess to approacli the lliroiie 
of God. As Esther approached tho king under an affecting 
sense of the alarming and dangerous circumstances in which 
her nation was placed, may we draw near to God imder a 
lively and humbling impression of the danger to which our 
immortal souls are exposed by Satan, the world, and the 
corruptions of our own heart. As Esther approached the 
king and obtained acceptance, O Lord, may we approach our 
God and Father in faith ; then shall wc obtain acceptance 
through our Saviour’s blood — then shall we touch the golden 
sceptre of thy grace, and live for ever. 

Heaven grant that our dear children may learn wisdom 
from the piety of Esther, and from the unhallowed amUiion^ 
pride., and wickedness of Haman. O may they imitate the 
j)iety of Esther ; and may they he preserved from falling 
into vanity, pride, and malice, by which the ruin of ungodly 
Haman was accomplished. Let our servants hear the voice 
of mercy, and live for ever. 

We would earnestly pray for poor, careless, graceless, 
prayerless sinners ; and particularly for such as may be found 
among our relatives and friends. Deliver them from the 
grievous and alarming infatuation of sporting on the brink 
everlasting woe. AAvake them out of their slumbers, lest the 
slumbers of impenitence should be followed by the affecting 
miseiy of the abodes of the lost. O Saviour, to-day may 
they near thy voice. 

Lord, hear our imperfect supplioations, and forgive our sins, 
for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
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THIRTY-SIXTH WBEK.-THUaSDAY EVENING. 


OF THINE OWN HAVE WE GIVEN THEE. 

Clioniy. Sabbath. Uanning. “• 

1 rilllE Lord, who rules tht.* woiid s ailtiu's, 

For me a well-Hpread board prepares : 

My grateful thunks to liim sliall rise, 

He knows niy wants, those wants supplieCj 

2 And shall I grudge to give his poor 
A mite from all my generous store ? 

No, Lord, the friends of thine and thee 

Shall always llnd a friend in me. Ana;?. 

2 COEINTHIANS VIII. 

lAberal if y to poor Saints. . « , n 

M oreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace ot 
God bestowed on the cliurehes of Macedonia; 

2 How that in a great trial of aflliction the abundance ot 
their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of 

their liberality. i • 

3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond t/ietr 

power they were willing of themselves ; , • i 

4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the 
gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the 
saints. 

5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their 
own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of (rod. 

6 Insomuch that wc desired Titus, that as he had begun, so 
he would also finish in you the same grace also. 

7 Therefore, as yc abound in every l/iiur/., in faith, and 
utterance, and knowledge, and iti all diligence, and in your 
love to us, see that ye abound in this grac(J also. 

8 I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the for- 
wardness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your love. 

9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that 
ye through his poverty might be rich. 

10 And herein 1 give my advice : for this is expedient for 
you, who have Ijcguii before, not only to do, but also to be 
forward a year ago. 

11 Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as there tvas 
a readiness to will, so there may be a performance also out of 
that which ye have. 

12 For if there he first a willing mind, it is accepted accord- 
ing to that a man hath, and not according to that he liath not. 

13 For I mean not tliat other men be eased, and yc 
burdened : 

14 But by an equality, that now at this time your abun- 
dance may he a supply for their want, that their abundance 
also may be a supply for your want : that tlierc may be 
equality : 

15 As it is written, He that had gathered much had 
nothing over; and he that had gathered little had no lack. 

16 But thanks be to God, which put the same earnest care 
into the heart of Titus for you. 

17 For indeed he accepted the exhortation ; but being more 
forward, of his own accord he went unto you. 

18 And we have sent with him the brother, whose praise is 
in the gospel throughout all the churches ; 

19 And not that only, but who was also chosen of the 
churches to travel with \i& with this grace, which is admi- 
nistered by us to the glory of the same Lord, and declaration 
q/* your ready mind ; 

20 Avoiding this, that no man should blame us in this 
abundance which is administered by us : 

21 Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the 
Lord, but also in the sight of men. 

22 And we have sent with them our brother, whom we have 
oftentimes proved diligent in many things, but now much 
more diligent, upon the grea confidence which I have in you. 
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Refleoitons upok 2 Coe. vin.— It is peculiarly comely and 
worthy of that grace which Jesus has conferred upon his people, 
when members of his Church show compassion to saints who am 
tried by indigence, and when they unite together to relieve thoii 
nccessitios and to promote their comfort. Is this mercy ours ? And 
do we dkdight in the performance of acts of mercy ? Then, wo 
breathe Christ's Spirit, and show that we arc members of his mys- 
tical body. What a blessed state is conversion! it is connected 
by on act the most honourable and blessed. In the very moment 
when the converting change is accomplished, the believer gives 
himself to God. If wo are new creatures, wo have received Christ 
as ours. 0 invaluable treasure I We have surrendered ourselves to 
Olirist os his. 0 invaluable privilege ! Where there is true grace, 
all acts of obedience to the Lord Christ flow from love, the only 
source of acceptable services. 


PRAYER. 

B lessed Jesus, our God and Saviour, we adore thee in 
thy boundless grace. All displays of generosity and 
compassion on the part of the best and most merciful of 
human beings sink into the greatest insignificance when com- 
pared with thy condescending kindness to our wretched and 
impoverished world. Though possessed of all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily, though the fountain of all that blessed- 
ness wliicli is enjoyed by the angels of heaven, though having 
at thy command and under thy control all the treasures of the 
universe, thou didst become poor, that we through thy poverty 
might become rich. Lord Jesus, have mercy on thy poor 
saints. When they are ready to be cast down by the fear of 
want, may they remember thy poverty. If they are tried by 
scarcity, may they remember that J esus was often an hungered. 
In their mean habitations, may they remember that Jesus had 
not where to lay his head. Glory to thy name, exalted Saviour, 
that from thy poverty flows the spiritual and eternal wealth of 
thy people. 

We pray, 0 Lord, for sanctified afflictions. May our afflic- 
tion.4 produce on us, by means of thy Spirit, an effect re- 
sembling that which afflictions produced on the minds of 
the Macedonian believers. As their trial of aflliction made 
them abound in liberality to saints more afflicted and impo- 
verished than themselves, may all our afflictions be instru- 
mental in the increase of love to thy people, and of compassion 
and pity toward the suffering and impoverished members of 
thy family. Lord, give us bowels of compassion to all who 
arc afflicted, and particularly to thy afflicted people. May 
we remember with joyful gratitude that our Saviour con- 
siders as done to himself those acts of benevolence and 
mercy which arc shown to the poor and afflicted members of 
his Church. 

Deliver us, O Lord, from hardness of heart. Convince us 
that if we see the afflictions and necessities of thy people, 
and shut up our bowels of compassion from them, it is 
a melancholy evidence that the love of God has no place 
within us. 

Lord^ teach otir children to love one another with pure 
hearts fervently^ and to love all’ thg people* May our 
children love each other all their days ; and if any of them 
should receive mc^e wealth than the rest^ may they abound 
in lovCf and kindness^ and mercy* 

Lord, bless us as a family in all our temporal concerns. 
Teach us to provide for things honest, not only in the sight of 
the Lord, but also in the sight of men. And may we abound 
in faith, and utterance, and in all dilijgence, and may we prove 
the sincerity of our love to aU the saints. 

Accept of our thanks for daily bread, daily raiment, and 
daily protection. Be our God and our defence this night. 
Mercifully foi^ve our sins and hear our feeble prayersi for 
Jesus' sake. Amen. 



THIETY-SIXTH WEEK.— PEIDAY MOENING. 


TDK saint’s trial AND SAFETY. 

Worc^ter, Waltham Abifey, JrUh. c. «. 



l^lrm as a rock the sotil shall rest 
That leans, 0 Lord, on theo. 


2 Not walls nor hills could guard so well 

Old Salem’s happy ground, 

As those eternal arms of love 
That every saint surround. 

3 Deal gently. Lord, with souls sincere, 

And lead them safely on 
To the bright gates of Parudiso, 

Where Christ our Lord is gone. Watts, 125. 

ESTllLU VI. 

Mordecai homvred aivL Uaman disappointed, 

that night could not the king sleep, and he commanded 
” to bring the book of records of the chronicles ; and they 
were read before the king. 

2 And it was found written, that Mordecai had told of Big- 
thana and Teresh, two of the king’s chamberlains, the keepers 
of the door, who sought to lay hand on the king Ahasuerus. 

8 And the king said, What honour and dignity hath been 
done to Mordecai for this? ’Flicn said the king’s servants 
that ministered unto him. There is nothing done for him. 

4 And the king said, Who is in the court ? Now Hamaii 
was come into the outward court of the king’s house, to speak 
unto the king to hang Mordecai on the gallows that he had 
prepared for him. 

5 And the king’s servants said unto him. Behold, Haman 
standeth in the court. And the king said. Let him come in. 

6 So Haman came in. And the king said unto him. What 
shall be done unto tlie man whom the king delighteth to 
honour? Now Haman thought in his heart, To whom would 
the king delight to do honour more than to myself? 

7 And Haman answered the king, For the man whom the 
king delighteth to honour, 

8 Let the royal apparel be brought whicli the king useth to 
wear, and the horse that the king rideth upon, and the crown 
royal which is set upon his head : 

9 And let this apparel and horse be delivered to the hand 
of one of the king’s most noble princes, that they may array 
the man withal whom the king delighteth to honour, and 
bring him on horseback througli the street of the city, and 
proclaim before him. Thus shall it be done to the man whom 
the king delighteth to honour. 

10 Then the king said to Haman, Make haste, and take 
the apparel and the horse, as thou hast said, and do even so 
to Mordecai the Jew, that sitteth at the king’s gate : let 
nothing fail of all that thou hast spoken. 

11 Then took Haman the apparel and the horse, and ar- 
rayed Mordecai, and brought him on horseback through the 
street of the city, and proclaimed before him. Thus shall it be 
done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honour. 

12 And Mordecai came again to the king’s gate. But 
Haman hasted to his house mourning, and having his head 
covered. 

13 And Haman told Zeresh his wife and all his friends 
every thing that had befallen him. Then said his wise men 
and Zeresh his wife unto him, If Mordecai be of the seed of 
the Jews, before whom thou hast begun to fall, thou shalt not 
prevail against him, but shalt surely fall before him. 

14 And while they were yet talking with him, came the 
king’s chamberlains, and hasted to bring Haman unto the 
banquet that Esther had prepared. 

Rf.flib€ttok 8 tjpour Esthkb VI. — Tlio inliucncu of God upon the 
BiiiuU of kings — ^particularly in connection with the interests of 


Zion — is most mysterious and irresistible. How delightful it is to 
observe the preliminary arrangements of Zion's King, in preparing 
the way for the deliverance of his Church from ono of the greatest 
calamities with which she had ever been threatened and alarmed ! 
We see the malicious enemy of the Church of God glorying and 
rejoicing in the false and presumptuous assurance, that his cruel 
and infernal scheme should succeed, and that for the Church's ruin. 

On the other hand, we see and admire the wise plans laid by Zion’s 
Saviour, for overturning the scheme of the Churcli’s enemy, and for 
bringing destruction and inevitable ruin upon his guilty head. How 
astonishing the exultation of Mordecai ! and how confounding to his 
mortal adversary to be compelled to proclaim the glory and renown 
of him, whom he expected to see brouglit out on the following day 
to die an ignominious death, by the hand of the common executioner ! 
Great, infinitely great, were the sufferings and humiliations of Christ; 
but infinitely great and glorious his exaltation to his heavenly throne. 
And what shall be the confusion of his enemies, when, at the last 
day, they shall appear before his judgment-seat to receive their finul 
doom ! 

PHAYER. 

^ LORD our God, thou art the God of providence and of 
^ grace. Floods of wicked men have lifted up, O Lord, 
the floods have lifted up their voice : the floods have lifted up 
their waves. Tliis thy people have seen from the time of the 
cruel malevolence of Haman to the prciseiit day. We praise 
thee that they have enjoyed the most illustrious demonstra- 
tion of this animating and encouraging truth. The Lord on 
high is mightier than the noise of many waters, yea, than the j 
mighty waves of the sea. . 

We thank tliee, gracious Father, for tlie mercies of another 1 
night, and for the opportunity we now enjoy of calling on thy • 
name. O incline our hearts to worship and adore thee. Ever i 
may our outward observances of religion be accompanied with j 
unfeigned piety. O Lord, we would not remain satisfied with 
a name to live, and yet continue in the state of spiritual death. | 
Give us this day the benefit of thy counsel, that our thoughts, j 
words, and actions may be regulated agreeably to thy holy I 
will. i 

Preserve us from every snare and temptation. In all our j 
lawful worldly pursuits may we be preserved from worldly- : 
mindedness ; and may our worldly engagements not be suffered 
to deaden our spiritual feelings. Every day may the merciful 
admonition of our Lord be alive in our remembrance : Seek 
yc first the kingdom of God and his righteousness. 

We pray for the sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit to | 
attend the word we have now read. May we learn many 
useful lessons from this portion of the inspired volume. We 
rejoice in the especial care thou dost exercise toward thy 
people, so wonderfully exemplified in the history of Mordecai. 
Mcrcifhlly make all of us thy children ; then shall we be the 
objects ot thy special care. 

Convince our dear children of the immense benefit of being 
the children of God; and may they give themselves no rest till 
they find that they are indeed the children of God and the 
heirs of heaven. 

Blessed Jesus, we desire to rejoice in the great glory and 
honour which, as Mediator, thou hast received from thy 
Father, as the well-merited reward of thy sufferings and 
death. O may it be our blessedness, and that of all our 
servants, to witness thy glory upon the golden streets of the 
new Jerusalem, that we may join the ransomed millions in 
their joyful anthems, and thus sing. Blessing, and honour, 
and glory, and power, be unto him that sits upon the tlirone, 
and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. 

Through Christ may all of us be delivered from the degra- 
dation of sin, and be raised to the enjoyment of all those 
honours wliich accompany salvation. Lord, accept our persons 
and hear our prayers, for the Redeemer’s sake. Amen. 
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THIRTT-SIXTH WEEK.— FRIDAY EVENING. 


PILOBIMAOB OP THB SAINTS. 

Kew Windtor, Jordan*s JBanh* Newbury, c. m. 

1 T OKD ! what a barren land is this, 

That yields ns no supply ! 

Ko cheering fruits, no wholesomo trees, 

Nor streams of living joy I 

2 But pricking thorns through all the ground, 

And mortal poisons grow, 

And all the rivers that arc found 
With dangerous waters flow. 

3 Yet the detir path to thine abode 

Lies through this sinful land ; 

Lord, we would keep the heavenly road, 

And run at thy command. 

WATfS, h'6, li. jIJ. 

2 CORINTHIANS X. 

Spintual Warfai'e. 

N OW 1 Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gen- 
ticiiess of Christ, who in presence mn base among you, 
but being absent am bold toward you ; 

2 But I beseech you, tliat I may not be bold when I am 
present with that confidenec, wherewith I think to be bold 
against some, which think of us as if we walked according to 
the flesh. 

3 For though we walk in the flesh, wc do not war after the 
flesh : 

4 (For the weapons of oiir warfare are not carnal, but 
miglity through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 

5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that 
cxalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing 
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ. 

2 CORINTHIANS XL 

PauVs Sitfferhye. 

T SPEAK as concerning reproach, as though Ave had been 
weak. Howbeit Avhereinsoever any is bold, (I speak fool- 
ishly,) 1 am bold also. 

22 Arc they Hebrews? so am I. Are tliey Israelites? so 
I. Are they the seed of Abraham ? so am 1. 

23 Are they ministers of Christ ? (I speak as a fool) I am 
more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in 
prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 

24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 
25 Thrice Avas I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice 
I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day 1 have been in the 
djep; 

26 In journeyings often, in perils of Avaters, in perils of 
robbers, in perils by rnim own countrymen, in perils by the 
heatlien, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in j 
perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 

27 In AATariiiess and painfuluess, in Avatchings often, in 
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 

28 Beside those things that are A^itbout, that Avbich comclli 
upon me daily, the care of all the churches. 

29 Who is weak, and I am not Aveak ? avIio is offended, and 
I bum not ? 

80 If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things Avhich 
concern mine infirmities. 

31 The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Avhich is 
blessed for evermore, knoAvctli that I lie not. 

82 In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king kept 
the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desirous to appre- 
hend me : 

33 And through a window in a basket was I let down by 
the Avail, and escaped his hands. 

llBMJcoTioirB UPON 2 CoE. X., XI.— How astonishing and delightful 
the change which grace produces on the heart, the dispositions, and 
the character of man! Witness the Apostle of the Gentiles: in a 
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state of nature, he was like a fiirious and blood-thirsty wolf; in a 
state of grace, he was meek and gentle as a little child. Kay it be 
our blessed privilege to be the subjects of this spiritual, this amazing 
change ! Grace meets "with much opposition m the carnal heart of 
I man ; but the spiritual weapons of the Divine law, and of the holy 
Goa2)el, Avieldod by almighty power, soon subdue the rebellious heart, 
and All the soul with joy and peace and love. Paul, and his asso- 
ciates, had tlio honours, and enjoyments, and successes, and the 
gracious rewards of apostleship. But they had also the reproach, 
j and poverty, and toil, and suffering, and martyrdom, with which 
I their grout office was accompanied. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, we adore thee as the God and Father of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Thou art blessed 
for evermore. In thyself thou art infinitely and essentially 
blessed, and from eternity thou didst exist in the enjoyment 
of thy glorious excellences. The creation of the universe, 
though it furnishes a most magnificent display of thy glory, 
yet can add nothing to thine essential blessedness. We adore 
thee as the fountain — the overflowing fountain of all the 
blessedness enjoyed by angels and men. Through Christi 
may each one now kiuicling prostrate before thee be admitted 
to drink of the streams of grace Avhich flow from thee as the 
God of salvation ; and through eternity may we drink of that 
river of life, pure as crystal, which flows from the throne of 
God and the Lamb. 

Mercifully forgiA'e the infirmities and blemishes and offences 
of llic past day. Forgive our worldly-raiudedness, carnality, 
and carelessness. O manifest to us our interest in a Saviour’s 
blood : then sliall we have the pleasing evidence that our sins 
are pardoned ; then shall we enjoy that peace which passeth 
all understanding, and Avhich the men of the world know 
nothing of. 

Extend toAvard us, and all our beloved relatives and friends, 
tby providential protection and care this night. Give us faith 
to »lie down upon our beds in the believing conviction that 
thou art our God, and that we are tby people. 

Gii^c us grace to enp^gc in that warfare of Avhich we have 
now read. While Ave Avalk in the flesh, may Ave not live 
under the dominion of the flesh. Teach us to war against 
the sinful appetites of the flesh, and the corrupted passions 
of the mind. We thank thc(j, blessed Saviour, for spiritual 
AA'eapons to enable us to engage successfully in our spiritual 
Avarfare. Teach us to look upon the graces of the Spirit as 
those blessed Aveapons Avhicb are mighty through God, to the 
pulling down the strongholds of sin, and to the casting down 
I imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God. 

Lord, make our dear children the good Soldiers of Jesus 
Christ, Never, never allow them to be subdued and earned 
away captive by vile lusts and corrupted pa,^sion8, O give 
them and our servants the lovelmess and the dignity of true 
grace. 

Sanctify to us, O Lord, what we haA'e now read of the 
labours and the sufferings of Pant. We thank God for the 
great success which attended his labours, and for the blessing 
with which his extraordinary sufferings were crowned. From 
the zealous labours of thy servant may we learn to be the 
active servants of our Saviour ; and from the sufferings 6f thy 
distinguished apostles may we learn to endure hai^ness as 
good soldiers of Jesus Christ, if we should ever be called to 
suffer for his sake. O Lord, make us .ashamed of our past 
indifference about Divine things and the prosperity of ChrisPs 
kingdom, and may the future part of oui^ lives be distin- 
guished by zeal for the glory of God. Graciously hear and 
answer ouf imperfect prayers, for Christ our Mediaitor’i sake# 
Amen. 





THIETY-SIXTH WEEK.— SATURDAY MOENm<J. 


roKISHMXWT OF PK|l 8 ECUTOIt 8 . 
Wtaerhan^ W^tr, Wwh90p. 

1 T^Y tniBt is in my heavenly friend ; 
DX My hope in thee, my God ; 

Rise, and ray helpless lifo defend 

From those that seek my blood. 

2 Let sinners and their wicked rage 

Re humbled to the dust ; 

Shall not the God of tnith engage 
To vindioato the just ? 

3 Re khows the heart, ho tries the reins, 

He will defend the upright ; 

His sharpest arrows he ordains 
Against the sons of spite. 


Wattm, 7.^ 


ESTHER VII. 

ffamaai hunged. . .. 

QO the king and Haman came to bapquet with Esther* th® 
^ queen. 

2 And the king said again unto Esther op the second ^ day 
at the hanqucit of wine, What is thy petition, queen E»th«i*r? 
and it shall be granted thoo : and what is tliy r^ucst au^ 
it shall be performed, to tl^ haU of the kingdom. . . 

3 Tlieii Esther the qppeu a;oswerw and said, If I have fpqhd; 

favour in thy sight, 0 if .it pleasb the kiiqf^ 1# TH\y. 

life be given me at my my people at, my request:! 

4 For we arc sold/ T to bo desirpyet^'tip he 

slain, and to perish. beep sold jfoir hottdraea 

and bondwomen, I mjr tongue^ although the, enepiy 

could not countervau.i^o kin^s damage. 

5 Then the king' Ahaauerus, answered pud s^id upto Esther 
the queen. Who is hq, apd yKhero is he, that durst presume iu 
his heart to do so? ' 

6 And Esther said^ The ad^rsaryawd enemy U this wicked 

Ifaraan. Then HamaA was afriia h^ the king and the 
queen. , ' ’ . 

7 And the king arWnjf %pTcn ihe henquet of wine ih*Wi|r 

wrath, tveni into the palace garden : 'apd Hamau stood up .to! 
make request for his life to Esther the queen ?, for be saw that * 
there was evil determined against him by t^o king. ^ . .. 

8 Then the king returned oUt of the palace g»m^ into the ' 
place of the biampiet of wine ; and Haman v^as fallen upon the ' 
bed whereon Esther was. Then. said the king, Will he force 
the queen also before mo in the house ? As the word went ' 
out of tlic king's moqtk, they covered Haman's face. 

9 And Havbonalv on© pf.tiho cliamberlaiins, said before the, 

king, Heboid also, the g^owB fifty cUbitalugh,w^^ Hamah 
had made for Mordeoaa, wlip had spoken ^od for the kiivg, 
standeth in the house qf Hatttan. Then the king said, H|mg 
liim thereon. , ' 

10 So they hanged t]^an on . the gallows that he had ’ 
prepared for Mordecai. Thai- was' the kipg's wath pacified. . 

Exflections upon E^thke yit.— W g now see Haman in thu pre- 
senco of the king and queen, animated with murderous Hopes wnicli 
were never realized, and visited with a disgraceful doom which lie 
never anticipated. The delivorunco of the Church of God, wliose 
destruction Haman plotted, is now at; hand ; there was an inter- 
cessor near, whose pleadings God mercifully made successful in 
reaching the heart of her exalted and mighty Lord. The intended 
murderer was present to hear those eloquent and melting pleadings, 
which should issue in the extinction of all his hopes, the termination 
of his wicked blood-stained life, and in the glorious deliverance of 
the people of God from one of the most dreadful and heart-appalling 
schemes that ever originated in the malicious enmity of the ima- 
gination of man. EsUier was encouraged, by the affectionate and 
munificent offers of her royal husband, to present before him the 
most enlarged petitions. Infinitely more munificent and liberal 


ore those gracious Gospel offers and promises, by which wo are 
encouraged to approach the throne of grace, and Tcek those spiritual 
blessings which our souls need. Such is the love of him who fills 
the mercy-seat, that he is ever willing to bestow upon ue ''exceed- 
ing abundant, more than we can ask, or think *’ Esther was a royal 
intercessor: Jesus, the King of kings and Lord of lords, is our 
Interoessoi:, before the throne above. Esther pleaded with licr 
husband: JesuS ple^ids with his Father, and our Father, Esther 
pl^dedforlheHfo m h^ people: Jesus pleafls for his people, his 
breihren, whose nature he wears; Jesus pleads for their lifo, that 
they may be delitrered ffcqm death, and inherit eternal life. 

Esmer interc^ed .success/iSilly ; Jeaqs obtains all he asks before his 
Falher-s throne. - > v . V.i 

O I^HD TOost WglS,,in W High-Priait, 

of grace; and 

we desire to ex!preM through his 

pnsora agpisglUjefQre thy glo- 

jfiops thro^ej^ WWeB.. - ** 

.to. Ji|i^ ^ f 

of thy pro,vi4jeBcettay.Bfl[flliS»te T}i 8e&re w and we are 
»(» aolewtf coma and remove 

118 , one liftefT aiiotfeer/fr^iftli piwni to the 

Voyl^, of ipmtl. with this 

thought. ; that we 

may oil 9»H 

8ufferiug8,iwdtr«f8 0 t;^o.giBi«^t;fife.: Q of u8 sit 

down Al^rajliniiip, of our 

God, ill yi«?|S'9V® company 

wJ»q fbiU fiM'^fi^ly, pf- |ii^o mynadi, 

Wori*y is die Lamb; ib^ was wain, to reewya power, and 
ripbei, apd fttfcngth/t^d bon«>»ri:«W!4 ^ofy^wrf blessing. 

thanirfuUy pckaowledge the goodness ai^jpcrcy of our 
IjO<4;.}n'gresetyi«g pur livea Wd.l^ 4wi“t|ppther night, 
aild diat ftp apopded-W. iif tbS .^joyraeut of 

ipany. pdinfrifts, to b W tb® tbiftinp. of ;ifi!|eOj^and engage 
in tSe plwldtablo and alleged dxercisp of domestic worship, 
l^oly ^.rj^/^ve Ufbt^ w'A^ipg, eies to tbpe; to give us 
grat^ui<,bl«rt». and 

’never tb&i^sr dptly to.pKprea^ tb* w^bfidiisa* of our souls. 
:^i|ea^r»P ttt.' ^ fr^m tbe dep^^^rpf OW own hearts, 
fronjetbp 'tew^tiemaof l^eri^ipbod^^ ftoip the snares 
oftbe wPofld.- ’Gi^e uaipra^ tp pur temporal 

oailmg, wkd tp: to.isip<i91!e ip plb.pbf.i?3igidpa Pibsigrvances. 

' We prMi«tibeutiipt ti^.;prt’ua3^r^ the fcing 

paid to , Wbfti! il thy p^ip>jp ? .iwd jt shall be 

grauiad ; and WhaJ;-i| tby TedUbJt? pnd itsbaft be performed. 
Glory r to % name, that Ohs w tlpt there is a 

iRprcyrseat, that tbofo*i|,P'8bi4^.*P|fi^.pf IpTP} nnd that 
^esus.' ip-the-iipay c^f^acoesp, to God, by ,wb*W''':tHp vilest and 
WMrdrtbx..v^o pro inj^upbpd by. peurte]^ hearts may 
obtam^an answer to thpir earn.*»t pfay«!*f 

d«r joetif ioa osrf Vtff M, G 1^4, that mr dear chtl- 
dreu^may ie<iH$lru4iied PPrups/, beli^tug^ 

oad.cop«to»i4p*;oy!er* b^jifore yi’PO®. 

Gur petition and our request is, that our aervants and all of 
us may be arrayed in the robe of a llcdeemer’s righteousness ; 
and that those of our relatives who are living in sin^ and far 
from God may be plueked as brands out of the burning, may 
be introduced into the family of Christ, and may be advanced 
to the distinguished honour of being heirs of^ heaven. 

May the most miserable death of the impious Ham^ 
deeply impress our minds with the necessity of an interest in 
Christ, without whom we can never obtain deliverance from 
hell and receive a title to heaven. 

Lord, hear our imperfect prayers, for Jesus’ sake, the Lamb 
of God and Saviour of men. Amen. 

0PS 


THIRTYrSIXTH WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENING. 


MY OIUCE IS STJFPICIKNT. 

Brook Street. New Victory. Spragut. c. ■. 

1 *1^ INI) are the words that Jesus spealcs 

To cheer the drooping saint ; 

My grace sufficient is for you, 

Though nature’s powers may faint. 

2 My grace its glories shall display, 

And make your griefs remove ; 

Your weakness shall the triumphs tell 
Of boundless power and love. 

8 Wlmt though my griefs are not removed, 

Yet why should 1 despair? 

While my kind Saviour’s arms support. 

I can the biirden bear. ef.dk am. 

2 CORINTHIANS XII. 

Pau/ caught up to the third Heaven. 

TT is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. 1 will come 
to visions and revelations of the Lord. 

2 I knew a man in Christ about fourteen years ago, 
(whether in the body, I cannot tell ; or whether out of the 
body, I cannot tell ; God knoweth ;) such an one caught up 
to the third heaven. 

3 And I knew such a man, (whctlicr in tlie body, or out of 
the f)ody, I cannot tell : God knoweth ;) 

4 How tliat he was caught up into paradise, and heard 
unspeakable words, wliicli it is not lawful for a man to utter. 

6 Of such an one will I glory : yet of myself I will not 
glory, but in mine infirmities. 

7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the 
abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in 
the .flesh, the messenger of Satan to buflet me, lest I should be 
exalted above measure. 

8 For this thing I besought the Lord tlirice, that it might 
depart from me. 

9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee : for 
my strength is made perfect in w'eakness. Most gladly there- 
fore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. 

10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, 
in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christas sake : 
for when I am weak, then am I strong. 

11 I am become a fool in glorying ; ye have compelled me : 
for I ought to have been commended of you : for in nothing 
am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing. 

12 Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you 
in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds. 

13 For what is it wherein you were inferior to other 
churches, except it he that I myself was not burdensome to 
you? forgive me this wrong. 

14 Behold, the third time I am ready to come to you; and 
I will not be burdensome to you : for 1 seek not your^s, but 
you : for the children ouglit not to lay up for the parents, but 
the pai*ents for the children. 

15 And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; 
though the more abundantly I love you, the less 1 be loved. 

1() But be it so, I did not burden you; nevertheless, being 
crafty, I caught you wdth guMe. 

17 Did 1 make a gain of you by any of them whom I sent 
unto you ? 

18 I desired Titus, and with him I sent a brother. Did 
Titus make a gain of you ? walked we not in the same spirit ? 
walked we not in the same steps? 

19 Again, think ye that we excuse ourselves unto you? we 
speak before God in Christ ; but we do all things, dearly 
beloved, for your edifying. 


Reflxcxioks ttpow 2 Ooa. xii. — The greater God displays hts grace 
(0 his people, the objects of his redeeming love, the greater is their 


display of self-abasement and humility. Paul, in oonsequenoe of 
his union to Christ, had a wonderfUl sight of the glories of heaven. 
If we are united to Jesus, wo shall obtain a glorious entrance into 
the Now Jerusalem, and at the last day our souls and bodies, united 
never more to be separated, sliall enter into the heaven of heavens, 
with the countless myriads of glorified saints, to be ever with the 
Lord. Wo can form no conception of the pure delight enjoyed in 
licaven while listening to the conversation and melodious songs of 
the blessed inhabitants, who are all perfect in knowledge, wisdom, 
purity, and love. In our present state of imperfeotion, great mani- 
festations of Divine love are sometimes made, by the corruptions of 
the heart, occasions of sinful pride. What need, therefore, have the 
: most eminent saints of watchfulness, prayer, holy jealousy, and deep 
searchings of heart ! God employs sanctiftod afflictions, as blessed 
and eflectual means of suppressing the prido and promoting the 
humility of his people. 

PRAYER. 

LORIOUS Lord God, wc draw near to thy gracious pre- 
seuee in the name of Christ, whose name is above every 
name. What are we, that we should be permitted to fall down 
before thy mercy-seat, and address thee as our Father who art 
in heaven? Each one of ua has reason to say, in the language 
of Asaph, So foolish am 1, and ignorant, I am as a beast before 
thee. Holy Spirit, give us faith, by which we shall claim an 
interest in the Lord, and exclaim, with lively and humble 
confidence. Whom have we in heaven but thee, and there is 
none upon earth whom wc desire beside thee. When our flesh 
and our heart faileth, O l)e thou the strength of our heart, 
and our portion, for ever. 

We thank our God for the continued and uninterrupted 
kindness we have received during the past week. While many 
have been removed to eternity since the commencement of the 
week, we have been mercifully preserved ; for this great mercy 
wc praise the Lord. Grant us this night the blessings of sleep, 
rest, and protection. Let not the hopes of seeing the light 
of thy Sabbath, and of entering thy courts, be disappointed. 
How ^miablc are thy tabernacles, Lord God of hosts I When 
we think of thy courts, we would say, Return to thy rest, O 
I my soul, for the Lord liath dealt bountifully with thee. Shine 
upon the understanding of our minister, and of all thine 
ambassadors, and touch their lips with a live coal from thine 
altar. 

May the blessing of God crown our domestic worship, and 
may the Holy Spirit l)le88 for our instruction and consolation 
the W’^ord of life we have now read. We thank God for that 
blessed and miraculous siglit of heaven which Paul was ad- 
mitted to enjoy. Lord, give us a believing sight of heaven. 
Bv faith may wc sec the King in his beauty, and the land 
which is afar off. 

O make our children heavenly -minded. We see with gri^ 
that they have received from us an inheritance of corruption, 
binding them to the earth; O may they and our domestics 
receive from Jesus an inheritance of grace, by which their 
affections shall rise to heaven. 

We adore thee, 0 Lord, in all the afflictions of thy people, 
and in all the afflictions by which we are tried. Give us grace 
to endure the pain inflicted by the thorn in the flesh. May 
it lead us, like Paul, to approach the throne of grace, and in 
earnest prayer to seek the blessing. Comfort us with a be- 
lieving application of that promise which comforted the mind 
of the Apostle in his sufferings, My grace is sufficient for 
thee ; for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Give to 
thy ministering servants that love to souls, and that earnest 
anxiety for their salvation, which warmed PauFs heart. Teach 
them gladly to spend and be spent, that saints may be edified 
and sinners saved. Lord, hear our feeble prayers, and forgive 
our sins, for Jesus’ sake, our light and our salvation. And may 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us all Amen, 


’XHIRTY-SEVENTH WBEK.~SABBATH MORNING. 


SAFSTY IN OOB. 

Simtrton, L* »« 

t TTE that bath made his refuge God, 

AA Shall find a most secure abode ; 

Shall walk all day beneath his shade, 

And there at night shall rest his head. 

9 Then will I say, My God, thy power 
Shall be my fortress and my tower ; 

I, that am formed of feeble dust, 

Moke thine almighty arm my trust. 

3 Thrice happy man ! thy Maker’s care 
Shall keep thee from the fowler’s snai’o — 

Satan, the fowler, who betrays 
Unguarded souls a thousand ways. 

4 Just as a hen protects her brood, 

From birds of prey that seek their blood, 

Under her feathers, so the Lord 
Makes his own arm his people’s guard. 

Watis, P ». 91, p. I . 


PSALM XCI. 

Qod the Refuge of hie People, 

H e that dwelleth in the secret place of the most high shall 
abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 

2 I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and niy fortress : 
my God ; in him will I trust. 

8 Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, 
and from the noisome pestilence. 

4 He shall cover thee with his feathers, aticl under his wings 
shalt thou trust : his truth shall be thy shield and buckler. 

6 Thou shalt not be afraid foi the terror by night ; nor for 
the arrow that flicth by day ; 

6 Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness ; nor for 
the destruction that wasteth at noonday. 

7 A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at 
thy right hand ; but it shall not come nigh thee. 

8 Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the 
reward of the wicked. 

9 Because thou hast made the Lord which is my refuge, 
even the most high, thy habitation ; 

10 There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague 
come nigh thy dwelling. 

11 For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep 
thee in all thy ways. 

12 They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash 
thy foot against a stone. 

18 Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder : the young 
lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet. 

14 Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I 
deliver him : 1 will set him on high, because he hath known 
my name. 

16 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him : I will be 
with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him. 

16 With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my 
salvation. 


Brflrctioks upon Psauc XCI. — Kings may boast of their castles, 
palaces, and towers, which in one moment the earthquake may level 
with the dust. The believer can boast in loudest strains of thanks> 
living and praise of Jesus, as his defence, his munition of rocks, his 
imjmgnable fortress, against which tho gates of hell can never pre- 
vau. From this lofty tower he can look down with scorn on all 
his enemies, and utter the bold and the blessed challenge: ^^Who 
shall separate me from the love of Christ?” Cau we use the bold 
•ad apf^piiating langoogo of faith, and say : Christ is ours ; his 
omaipoteaee is our defence^ his wiedom is our guide, his faithfulness 


is our shield?” Is this tlie case? Then we shall be safe from 
Satan’s subtilty and from Satan’s malice. Bin is a pestilence which 
consumes by its filth and destroys by its guilt. If wo have fled to 
Jesus as our refrxge, we shall be safe from this pestilence, by which 
myriads have b^n destroyed. We sliall be delivered from sin’s 
guilt by his righteousness, and from sin’s filth by the influences of 
his Spirit. 


PRAYER. 

desire, most merciful and gracious Jehovah, our God 
and Father in Christ, to approach thy throne of grace 
on tho morning of the first day of the week, to express our 
homage, adoration, gratitude, and praise. Holy and reverend 
is thy name : O give us that reverence and godly fear which 
are so suited to thy worshippers. By the merit of our Lord 
and Saviour, may our services and persons be acctqjtcd. 

O Lord, thou art the Most High. In thy government 
thou art most high above all rulers and kings ; and in thy 
nature and essence thou art most high, being infinitely above 
those spotless cherubim who praise and adore before thy 
heavenly throne. We adore thee, O Lord, as our refuge, 
our fortress, and our God, in whom it is our privilege and 
duty to place all our confidence and trust. 

What reason have we to mourn, O gracious God, that wo 
have been so backward in placing our trust iu thee ; and that 
we have often preferred an arm of flesh before an arm of 
almighty grace ! Deliver us, we pray, from the sin of placing 
that confidence in the creature which should only be placed 
in God our Creator. God forbid that we should be left to 
fall into the sin of making a saviour of our own righteousness, 
to the neglect of the righteousness of Christ our Saviour. 

Give thy ministers grace to preach faithfully this day thy 
law, to awaken sinners who are dead and unconvinced ; and 
faithfully to proclaim the doctrines and the promises of thy 
Gospel, for the comfort, nourishment, and edification of thy 
people. Give each one of us grace to embrace Jesus as our 
refuge from guilt and condemnation, and as our fortress of 
defence from Satan, death, and hell. 

Convince our dear children that the devil is a fowler who 
has already spread snares for their feet. Give them and our 
servants the Holy Spirit, that they may watch and pray ; then 
the wings of thy love will protect them from all their enemies. 

This day may the righteousness of Christ cover many souls, 
now defeiicelens, as with glorious and Divine wings. Such as 
are travelling headlong the downward road to perdition, may 
their souls be awakened to see the true danger of their case, 
and, before the sun shall have performed his daily course, may 
they have fled for refuge to Jesus, the only help and the only 
hope set before ihcm. We bless thee, O Lord, that we ever 
heard of the wings of mercy. May wc, our servants, and all 
the families with which we are connected, and the congrega- 
tion with which we are associated in holy fellowship and reli- 
gious ordinances, enjoy the comfort and protection of the 
wings of thy mercy. 

Preserve us from all our enemies, temporal and spiritual. 
Though they resemble lions and dragons, may we trample 
them under our feet. 

We pray for our legislators and our rulers; make them 
men of prayer and men of God. 

Comfort afllicted souls iu their retirement, satisfy them 
with long life, and show them thy salvation. Hear, answer 
and forgive, for Jesus, our divine i^deemeris sake. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 

8 T ^ 


THIETY-SEYENTH WEEK.— S^BATH EVENING. 


SERVING GOP DELIGHTFUL. 

Mamikon. JBeninck. Transport. Derby. h. M. 

1 OWEET is the work, my God, my King, 

^ To praise thy name, give thunks and sing, 

To show thy love by morning light. 

And talk of all thy truth at night, 

2 My heart shall triumph in my Lord, 

And bless his works, and bhiss his word ; 

Thy works of grace, how bright they sliine ! 

How deep thy counsels — how divine ! 

8 Fools never raise their thoughts so high ; 

Like brutes they live, like brutes they die; 

Like grass they flourish, till thy breath 
Blast them in ev erlasting d(‘alh. 

4 But 1 shall share a glorious part 
Wlu'n giace liath well refined iiiy heart. 

And fresh supplitJS of joy are shed, 

Like holy oil, to cheer my head. 

5 Then shall I see, and h(‘ar, and know, 

All I desired or wished below ; 

And every power And sweet employ 
In that eternal world of joy. 

Watie, Pi. 92, p. I, 

PSALM XCTT. 

A Psalm for tfie Sahhath-Day. 

TT is a good thhu/ to give thanks unto the Lord, and to 
sing praises unto thy name, O most high : 

2 To shew forth thy loving-kindness in the morning, and 
thy faithfulness every night, 

3 Upon an instrument of ten strings, and upon the psaltery; 
upon the harp witli a solemn sound. 

4 For thou, Loud, hast made iu(5 glad through thy work : 
I will triumph in the works of thy hands. 

6 O Loud, how great are thy works ! and thy thoughts are 
very deep. 

6 A brutish man kuowetli not ; neither doth a fool under- 
stand this. 

7 When the wicked spring as the grass, and when all the 
workers of iniquity do flourish ; il is that they shall be de- 
stroyed for ever ; 

8 Hut tlioii, Lord, aid most liigli for evermore. 

9 For, lo, thine enemies, O Lord, for, lo, thine enemies 
shall perish ; all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered. 

10 But my horn shalt thou exalt like the horn of an uni- 
corn : I shall be anointed with fresh oil. 

11 Mine eye also shall see my desire on mine enemies, 
and mine ears shall hear my desire of the wicked that rise up 
against me. 

I 12 The righteous shall flourish like the palm-tree : he shall 
I; grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

i 13 Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall 
flourish in the courts of our God. 

I 14 They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall 
: be fat and flourishing ; 

15 To shew that the Loud is upright : he is my rock, and 
there is no unrighteousness in him. 


Keflrcxioks upon Psalm xcn. — God's mercies are innumerable, 
like the hairs of our head ; and are continued every moment of our 
existence, without interruption. How reasonahlo and how just it 
is to cultivate thankful dispositions, and to pour from our lips 
expressions of thanksgiving and praise! The works of creation, 
and the works of Providence, call forth our wonder and our praise ; 
but it is the work of redemption which fills the hearts of the children 
of God espeeially with joy unspeakable and e^orious. Hot to observe 
800 


and admire tlie works of God— not to see and admire God. in hit 
works, is a mark of confirmed folly. But to see and admire and 
adore God in his glorious perfections, as manifested in his works— 
and especially in the work of redemption — is a mark of that true 
wisdom which cometh from above. What a lovely sight is au a^d 
saint, filled with grace, and prepared for glory I Truly, hoary hairs, 
accompanied with piety, are a crown of greater glory than was ever 
placed on the head of kings. 


PRAYER. 

E desire, O Lord our God, in the name of Christ, in 
the exercise of thankfulness and joy, to draw near thy . 
mercy-seat. What abundant reason have we to express our. 
gratitude and praise for the innumerable blessings of thy 
providence and grace which we have received and enjoyed | 
as a family and as individuals I Teach us, we pray, the blessed 
lesson of thanksgiving. Surely it is good to give thanks unto I 
thee the Lord, and to sing praises unto thy name, O Most ! 
High. It is good to show forth thy loving-kindness in the | 
morning, and thy faithfulness every night. We adore thee, 

O Lord, in thy works of creation, providence, and grace. O 
Lord, how great are thy works 1 and thy thoughts are very 
deep. How vast and impenetrable are thy purposes and 
plans 1 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are thy judgments, 
and tby ways past finding out I We adore thee in all thy 
moral perfections manifested in the government of the world 
and in the government of the Church. Thou art upright, 
thou art the rock of thy people^s confidence, and there is no 
unrighteousness in thee. 

Wc acknowledge and confess the brutish depravity of our 
fallen race ; and wo desire with humble penitence to confess 
our own ignorance, folly, carnality, and unbelief. We have 
reason to lament that the works of creation and providence, 
and more especially that the works of redemption, engage so 
small a portion of the thoughts of the children of men. 

j4t an early period may the thoughts of our dear children 
be directed to the concerns of the soul and lo the wonders of 
redeeming grace ; and may they show early symptoms of being 
regenerated by the power of the divine Spirit, 

Have mercy on our aged friends. In the evening of their 
days, when natural vigour is beginning to decay, may they 
discover the actings of vigorous^ grace. Grant, O Lord, that 
they may flourish like the palm-tree, bringing forth fruit in 
old age, and grow like the cedar in Lebanon. As the cedar 
strikes its roots deep into the ground, may we be rooted and 
grounded in Christ. As tlie cedar of Lebanon was remarkable 
for its height, may we grow upwardly in heavenly-mindedness. 

O give us that lively faith and hope by which we shall rise in 
our affections and wishes above sublunary things; yea, by 
which we shall mount up with wings as eagles, run and not 
be weary, walk and not faint. 

O bless the preaching of the Gospel this day. We rejoice 
it has been preached, and that it shall not return unto thee 
void. We rejoice it has been preached: O that it were 
universallv proclaimed throughout the earth 1 Soon may 
millions far from God be brought within the influence of 
a preached Gospel : O may they be planted in the house of 
the Lord, and flourish in the courts of God ! 

Wc present the humble tribute of our praise for the iperoiee 
of the day. Be onr God and our refuge this night. Herd- ^ 
fully hear our prayers and accept our persons, for the si|kp of * 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. ’ i 

Our Father which art in heaven, fcc. 



TfllBTY-SEVlNTH WEEK.— MONDAY MORNING. 


BLSMXDI!nS88 OF TBfi 8A1NT8. 
fmwor^ Calcutta. Wetthwy. Kentucky. p . 

1 the mountam^B top appearing, 

^ Lo tho suored herald stands ; 

Welcome news to Zion bearing, 

Zion long in hostile lands : 

Mourning captive ! 

God himself will loose thy hands. 

2 Has thy night been long and mournful ? 

All thy feends unfaithful proved ? 

Have thy foes been proud and scornful, 

By thy sighs and tears unmoved ? 

Cease thy mourning ! 

Zion still is well beloved. Kelly. 

ESTHER vfii ' 

MordteaCa great Hanoim. 

that day did the king Ahasnerus give the house of 
^ Haman the Jews* enemy unto Esther the queen. And 
Mordecai came before the king : for Esther had told what he 
was unto her. 

2 And the king took ofi* his ring, which he had taken from 
Haman, and gave it unto Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai 
over the house of Haman. 

8 And Esther spake yet again before tlic king, and fell 
down at his feet, and besought him with tears to put away 
the mischief of Haman the Agagite, and liis device that he 
had devised against the Jews. 

4 Then the king held out the golden sceptre toward Esther. 
So Esther arose, and stood before the king, 

6 And said. If it please the king, and if I have found 
favour in his sight, and the thing seem right before the king, I 
and I be pleasing in his eyes, h^t it be written to reverse 
the letters devised by Haman the son of Hammedatha the 
Agagite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews which are in all I 
the king’s provinces : 

6 For how can I endure to see the evil that shall come 
unto iny people ? or how can I endure to see the destruction 
of my kindred ? 

7 Then the king Ahasnerus said unto Esther the queen and 
to Mordecai tlie Jew, Behold, I have given listher the house 
of Haman, and him they have hanged upon the gallows, 
because he laid his hand upon the Jews. 

8 Write yc also for the Jews, as it liketh you, in the king*8 
name, and seal it with the king’s ring : for the writing which 
is written in the king’s name, and sealed with the king’s ring, 
may no man reverse. 

10 And he wrote in the king Ahasnerus’ name, and sealed 
it with the king’s ring, and sent letters by posts on horseback, 
and riders on mules, camels, and young dromedaries : 

11 Wherein the king granted the Jews which were in 
every city to gather themselves together, and to stand for their 
life, to destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish, all the power 
of the people and province that would assault them, both little 
ones and women, and to take the spoil of them for a prey, 

12 Upon one day in all the provinces of king Ahasnerus, 
namely, upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which 
is the month Adar. 

13 The copy of the writing for a commandment to be given 
in every province was published unto all people, and that the 
Jews should be ready against that day to avenge themselves on 
their enemies. 

14 So the posts that rode upon mules and camels went out, 
being hastened and pressed on by the king’s commandment. 
And the decree was given at Shushan the palace. 

15 And Mordecai went out from the presence of the king 
ill royal apparel of blue and white, and with a great crown of 
gold, and with a garment of fine linen and purple : and the 
city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad. 


■ RisPLKcrnoNS ttfost Esthee vm. — Jesus has secured for his ran* 
somed ones a oomploto and glorious victory over all their onomics. 
And even os to temporal prosperity, the history of God’s special pro- 
videnoo furnishes many instancos, as in tho case of Mordecai, of tho 
meek inheriting the earth ; and also of ** tho wealth of tlie sinner 
being laid up for the just.” The king conferred gi'cut honour on tho 
holy Mordecai in putting the royal ring upon bis finger. Jesus has 
greater honour in reservo for all his people when they reach their 
heavenly homo. He will give them a white stone, and in tho stone 
a new name engraven, never to bo oruscri, and which no man 
knoweth, saving ho wlio receivoth it. The king raised Mordecai to 
the power and authority of a prinoo, and made him next unto him- 
self upon his throne. Hear tlie song of the redeemed in heaven, 
expressive of tho honour, power, anil autliority to which they are 
exalted : “ Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and his 
Father, to him bo glory and dominion, for ever and over. Amen ” 


PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, to whom we look in Jesus’ name, thou 
^ art the God of inviolable truth, and all the promises on 
which thou hast caused thy children to rest shall most 
assuredly be fulfilled. The heavens may pass away, and the 
mountains may be east into the midst of the sea, but not one 
word thou hast spoken shall ever fail of its aceumplishmetit. 
Thou art sovereign, just, and wise, in all the dark clouds of thy 
providence which have for a time overspread thy Church and 
people. Thou hast always made tin; alllictioris of thy people a 
furnace, to purge away their dross, and take away their tin. 
For this we praise thy name. O that our applications may 
he instrumental in producing on us similar etteets ! We thank 
God for thy very remarkable intcr[)osition in behalf of thy 
Church, when overwhelmed with griid', and sunk down in the 
deepest sorrow, by the infernal plots of Hainan. O how 
wonderfully iliou didst turn headlong his crafty designs I 

Deliver us, O Lord, from a sinful love of worldly wealth, 
greatness, and power. May the sudden fall and the complete 
destruction of Haman convince us of the vanity of all earthly 
greatness, and of the necessity of an interest in Clirist and his 
righteousness, for the present fidieity and the eternal safety of 
the soul. Impress ns deeply with the thought, how awfully 
affecting it is to fall from the lofty pinnacle of temporal 
wealtli, splendour, and power, into the deeps of liell. 

Wc adore thee, O Lord, in thy justice and mercy, wlicn 
wicked men arc driven from their situations of greatness and 
influence, and tlma deprived of that power whiidi they em- 
ployed in the days of their unhallowed greatness for inflicting 
cruelty on tliy people, and opposing the prosperity of the 
kingdom of Christ. We adore thee in thy goodness and 
grace, when good men are raised to greatness and power, as 
Alordccai was raised at the palacii of Shushan, to ho a guar- 
dian to thy people, and to watch over the interests of thy 
Church. 

Teach our dear children the blessed lessons of earnest, per^ 
severing, and believing prayer. As Esther touched the golden 
sceptre, and supplicated the king, may our dear children and 
domestics daily approach thy throne in prayer, and touch the 
golden sceptre of thy grace. 

We adore thee, ‘O God of Zion, in the awful calamities 
which have befallen the cruel and persecuting enemies of thy 
Church. Surely thine enemies have perished, they have been 
as the fat of lambs ; they have consumed, into smoke have 
they consumed away. Have mercy on all our relatives and 
friends who are living in a state of enmity against God. Take 
away the enmity of their hearts, and fill them with the love 
of Christ. 

Accept of our praises for the mercies of the night, and assist 
ns in all the duties and lawful engagements of the day. Hear 
our imperfect prayers, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
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THIRTY-SBVBNTH WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


THB BENEDICTION. 

XbmtMir Chapel, Koh/ran of Qermcmy. Jemn Street, P. m. 

1 IV/T-^Y the grace of Christ our Saviour, 

And the Father’s boundless love, 

"With the Holy Spirit’s favour, 

Rest upon us from above ! 

2 Thus may wo abide in union, 

With each other and the Lord ; 

' And possess, in sweet communion, 

Joys which earth cannot afford. Kewton 

3 Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, 

All his boasted pomp and show ! 

Solid joys and lasting treasure, 

None but Zion’s childnm know. Anon. 

2 CORINTHIANS XIII. 

Important Couneelt. 

•11HIS is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth 
of two or three witnesses shall every word he established. 

2 I told you before, and foretell yon, as if I were present, 
the second time; and l)eing absent now I write to them which 
heretofore have sinned, and to all other, that, if 1 come again, 
I will not spare : 

3 Since yc seek a proof of Christ speaking in me, which to 
you-ward is not weak, but is rniglity in you. 

4 For though he wiis crucified through weakness, yet he 
liveth by the pow er of God. For we also arc weak in him, 
hut w^e shall live with him by the pow'er of God tow^ard 
you. 

5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith ; prove 
your own selves. Know yc not your own selves, how that 
Jesus Christ is in you, except yc be reprobates? 

0 But I trust that yc shall know that we are not re- 
probates. 

7 Now I pray to God that yc do no evil; not that we 
should appear approved, but that ye should do that wdiich is- 
honest, though we be as reprobates. 

8 For wc can do nothing against the truth, but for the 
truth. 

9 For we are glad, when we are weak, and ye are strong : 
and this also wc wish, even your perfection. 

10 Therefore I write these things being absent, lest being 
present I should use sharpness, according to the power 
which the Lord hath given me to edification, and not to 
destruction. 

11 Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good 
comfort, be of one mind, live in peace ; and the God of love 
and peace shall be with you. 

12 Greet one another with an holy kiss. 

J 13 All the saints salute you. 

14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. 
Amen, 

Reflectioks ttfow 2 Coe. xni. — Christ’s ambassadors address 
I sinners under his high sanction, in his name, in his place, and for 
his sake. The truth which they proclaim is substantiated by the 
highest testimony and the most satisfying evidence. "When it is 
brought home with power to the heart — when it is instrumental in 
opening the eyes of the understanding, in purifying the affections, 
in hurling sin down from his usurped dominion, and in kindling in 
the soul a flame of superlative love to the Father, Son, and Spirit, 
one God, then there is the most powerful, convincing, and satisfying 
evidence that the Gospel is the timth of God, stamped with the seal 
of the immutable veracity of the great Jehovah. Glorious mystery! 
Christ was weak upon Ihe cross, and his humanity became the victim 
of death ! Yet upon the cross he displayed his power more wonder- 
606 


fully than when he called into existence unnumbered worldi of 
light. On that very cross he finished transgression, and mada an 
end of sin : he sapped the foundations of Satan’s empire and deprived 
Death of his sting. On that cross, and in the very moment of dis- 
I solution, when his humanity reached the very extreme of weakness, 
i he satisfied offended justice, ho paid the last farthing of the enormous 
I debt contracted by Adam’s fallen race, brought in an everiasting 
^ righteousness, and obtained salvation for countless millions of rebel- 
lious, fallen men. 0 what deeds of mercy ! 0 what stupendous 
deeds of power ! Often saints on earth utter the word **far$W€llP^ 
But in heaven they meet together to part no more for ever. Glorious 
prospect ! Blessed hope ! 

PRAYER. 

G od and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
thou art the King of saints. O enable us with humility 
and holy confidence to claim an interest in thee as the Lord 
our God. By thy Divine Spirit may we obtain a sight of tly 
glory, and may we be captivated with thy grace. O Lord, 
thou art the great and eternal Majesty, and thy kingdom is 
the vast and boundless universe. Thou art the most high 
God, blessed for ever and ever. Thou art God alone, pos- 
sessed of infinite and immutable excellences, and enjoying 
undivided and eternal dominion. 

Wliat are wc, that wc should approach the throne of God? 
Wc, who are only sinful dust and ashes, have taken upon us 
to speak to God. Wc deserve for our sins eternal banishment 
from thy presence ; and, were we immured in the prison of 
woe, we should only receive the demerit of our crimes. But, 
glory to thy name, thou art aiTayed, not in the robes of 
vengeance, but in robes of mercy ; thou art a God in Christ, 
reconciling a guilty world unto thyself. O enable us to lay 
aside the enmity of our hearts, and may we be reconciled unto 
God through Christ. 

We acknowledge our unworthiness of the temporal mercies 
and the spiritual blessings we have received and enjoyed this 
day. May our daily guilt be forgiven, and our daily mercies 
followed by constant thankfulness and love. Graciously watch 
over us this night. We rejoice that the watchman of Israel 
never slumbers or sleeps. Give ns, O God, an interest in thy 
watchful care this night, and may we lie down to rest under 
the agreeable conviction that we are the children of thy 
redeemed family, and the objects of thy special care. 

May the Word we have now read prove the spiritual food 
of our souls. O bless to ns the remembrance of the cruci- 
fixion of Christ. In his agonizing and shameful death may 
wc see the greatness of the' guilt of sin, that could only be 
expiated by such sufferings; and may we see in the death of 
Christ the infinite greatness of his love, that led him to endure 
such sufferings for the salvation of an abandoned and fallen 
world. 

0 that our children were taught by the Spirit daily to re^ 
member the sufferings, the death, and the love of Christ / May 
their youthful bosoms be warmed with love to that Jesus who 
died from love to them. 

Lord, make all of us concerned to possess religion in our 
hearts, in all its genuine influence and power. Convince us 
of the great importance of the ordinance of self-examination. 
Lord, enable us impartially to examine ourselves whether wo 
he in the faith ; to prove our own selves, and to know our own 
selves, that Jesus Christ is in us, unless we be reprobates. 
Lord, give us the consolations of the Gospel, and the peace 
which passeth all understanding. As a family teach us to live 
in that holy unity which death itself cannot destroy. O may 
the God of love and of peace ever abide in the midst of us, 
for Jesus^ sake. And mav the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost 
be with us all. Amen. 


THIRTY.SBVBNTH WEEK.~TUESDAY MOBNING. 


TH« ORITECU’S TRIUMPHS. 

Olpniw, JBdikUKm. Olarh% r. m . 

1 T>RIQHT with lustre not her own, 

The woman now admire, 

Clothed with that eternal Sun, 

Which sets the worlds on fire ! 

BMht shall she for ever shine, 

Enjoying, like the Church above, 

All the light of truth divine, 

And all the fire of love. 

2 From her dark, inconstant slate 

To perfect love restored, 

Stands the Church divinely great — 

The army of the Lord ; 

Wide his bloody sign displays ; 

And lo, the hosts of Satan fall ! 

Terrible in holiness, 

She more than conquers all. C. Wesley. 

ESTHER IX. 

7%e Chwtch*$ Ihrumphs over /in* Encm iee, 

"VrOTV in the twelfth month, that is, the niontli Adar, on 
the thirteenth day of the same, when the king’s com- 
mandment and his decree drew near to be put in execution, 
in the day that the enemies of the Jews hoped to have power 
over them, (though it was turned to the contrary, that the 
Jews had rule over them that hated them ;) 

2 The Jews gathered themselves together in their cities 
throughout all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, to lay 
hand on such as sought their hurt : and no man could witli- 
stand them; for the fear of them fell upon all people. 

8 And all the rulers of the provinces, and the lieutenants, 
and the deputies, and officers of the king, helped the Jews; 
because the fear of Mordecai fell upon them, 

4 For Mordecai was great in the king’s house, and his 
fiune went out throughout all tlic provinces: for this man 
Mordecai waxed greater and greater. 

6 Thus the Jews smote all their enemies with the stroke of 
the sword, and slaughter, and destrimtion, and did what they 
would unto those that hated them. 

C And in Shushan the palace the Jews slew and destroyed 
five hundred men. 

10 The ten sons of Haman the son ot Hammedatha, the 
enemy of the Jews, slew they ; but on the spoil laid tlicy not 
tlieir band. 

11 On that day the number of those that were slain in 
Shushan the palace was brought before the king, 

12 And the king said unto Esther tlic queen, The Jew's 
have slain and destroyed five hundred men in Shushan the 
palace, and the ten sons of Haman ; what have they done in 
the rest of the king’s provinces ? now what is thy petition ? 
and it shall be granted thee : or what is thy request further ? 
and it shall be done. 

18 Then said Esther, If it please the king, let it bo granted 
to the Jews which are in Shushan to do to-morrow also 
according unto this day’s decree, and let Haman’s ten sons 
be hanged upon the gallows. 

14 And the king commanded it so to be done : and the 
decree was given at Shushan ; and they hanged Ilaman’s ten 
sons. 

16 For the Jews that w^e in Shushan gathered themselves 
together on the fourteenth day also of the month Adar, and 
slew three hundred men at Shushan ; but on the prey they 
laid not their hand. 

16 But the other Jews that were in the kingj’s provinces 
gathered themselves together, and stood for their lives, and 
had rest from their enemies, and slew of their foes seventy and 
five thousand, but th^ laid not their hands on the prey, 

17 On the thirteenth day of the month Adar; and on the 


fourteenth day of the same rested they, and made it a day oi 
feasting and gladness. 

18 But the Jews that were at Shushan assembled together 
on the thirteenth day thereof, and on the fourteenth thereof; 
and on the fifteenth day of the same they rested, and made it 
a day of feasting and gladness. 

Replkctions upon Estukk IX. — In the confusion which fell upon 
tho enemies of the Church of God throughout the I’ersian empire, 
and in the sudden and marvellous deliveranco achieved for God’s 
Israel, when they appeared altogether and inevitably doomed to 
destruction, we see the immutability of God’s purpose with respect to 
tho safety and prosperity of his redeemed kingdom. There is some- 
thing peculiarly lovely and animating, when wo behold tho prac- 
tical unity and co-operation of the members of Christ’s Church : it 
is then that fear, and even U*rror, fall upon tho Church’s enemies ; 
it is then she appears “fair os the moon, clear os tho sun, and 
terrible os an army with banners.” 


PRAYER. 

W E adore thee. Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, as infinitely 
blessed in thyself, and infinitely glorious in all thy 
works. In the name of our divine Mediator we approach thee, 
rejoicing that, notwithstanding our fall in Adam, and the 
melancholy change which sin has accomplished in our souls, we 
are still welcome to draw near thy mcrcy-seat, and supplicate 
the blessings of tliy salvation. Thou hast made heaven, the 
heaven of heavens, with all tlicir shining liosts ; thou hast 
made the seas, and the innumerable myriads of living crea- 
tures by which they are ijihabitcd. By thy bounty they arQ 
all preserved; they are all fed at thy tabic ; thou suppliest the 
wants of every living tiling : none of thy creatures arc un- 
known to thee; thou takest notice of the most insignificant 
and minute ; yea, a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without 
thy knowledge. 

We thank thee that we liave not only been preserved, but 
that wc have been refreshed with sleep during the past night, 
and that wc are permitted, in the enjoyment of renewed 
vigour and health, and in tlic exercise of tho inestimable 
faculty of reason, to encompass the family altar : O that in 
the exercise of lively and vigorous graces we were enabled to 
present our morning prayer ! We pray, O I^ord, that, as 
thou art distinguishing us day aftc^r day by thy preserving 
care, our lives may be more distinguished by active oliedience, 
and by humble and unfeigned expressions of gratitude and 
prai.se. Alas, that we have hitherto made such poor returns 
for thine abundant and unmerited and unceasing kindness! 
May our future days manifest increasing gratitude and love 
and may our w hole lives demonstrate that we arc thy faithful 
subjects and thy loving children. 

We thank God for wliat wc have now read of the great 
triumph which thy Church obtained over numerous and 
powerful enemies, who waited for the cruel overthrow of thy 
people. 

Suffer not onr dear children to join the ranks of the 
enemies of thy Church. Neither allow them, to remain in^ 
different to the advancement of religious objects, or to the 
increase of the kingdom of Christ. 

Have mercy on the rising race, and cause, by tby good 
Spirit, their youthful ardour to be devoted to the glory of God. 
Have mercy on the aged ; and though their natural ardour is 
diminished, O may their sseal for the glory of God increase. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in thy sovereign disposal of earthly 
honour, greatness, and power ; and we praise thee when thou 
conferrest these talents on men of wisaom and piety, for the 
honour of thy name, and for the defence of thy ^ople. 

Graciously bear our prayers and forgive our sins, for Jesus' 
sake, our only Intercessor before tliy heavenly throne. Amen 


THiaTY-SEVBNTH WEEK,— TUESDAY BVENIKG. 


SrCCKftS OF THE 008FKL. 

Ntwport^ Ihweniry, Wdli» l> m. 

1 "DBIOHT as the sun’s meridian blaze, 

Vast as the blessings he conveys, 

"Wide os his reign from pole to pole, 

And pennancnt as his control : 

2 So, Jesus, lot thy kingdom come, 

Then sin and hell’s terrific gloom 
Shall, at his brightness, flee away, 

The dawn of an eternal day. 

3 Then shall the heathen, fill(‘d with awe. 

Learn the best knowledge of thy law, 

And antichrist, on ev(‘ry shon*, 

Pall from his thrones to rise no more. 

A SON. 

GALATIANS I. 

PanVs Commission and Doctrine* 

T>AUL, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by 
Jesus CJirist, and God the Father, who raised him from 
the dead ;) 

2 And all the brethren which arc with me, unto the 
churches of Galatia : 

8 Grace he to you, and peace, from God the Father, and 
from our Lord Jesus Clirist, 

4 Who gave hiinstdf for our sins, that he might deliver us 
from this present evil world, according to the will of God and 
our Father : 

5 To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

10 For do I now persuade men, or God ? or do I seek to 
please men? for if I yet pleased men, 1 should not be the 
servant of Christ. 

11 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was 
preached of me is not after man. 

12 For I neitlmr received it of man, neither was I taught 
•/, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ, 

13 For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in 
the Jews’ religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the , 
church of God, and wasted it : 

14 And profited in the Jew^s’ religion above many my 
equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous 
of the traditions of my fathers. 

15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my 
mother’s >vomb, and called ine by his grace, 

16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him 
among the heathen ; immediately I conferred not with flesh 
and blood : 

17 Neither w^ent I up to Jerusalem to them which were 
apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned 
again unto Damascus. 

18 Then after tlirec years I went up to Jerusalem to see 
Peter, and abode w ith him fifteen days. 

19 But other of the apostles saw 1 none, save James the 
Lord’s brother. 

20 Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before 
God, 1 lie not. 

21 Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia; 

22 And was unknown by face unto the churches of Judea 
which were in Christ : 

23 But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us 
in times past now preaeheth the faith which once he destroyed, 

24 And they glorified God in me. 


KEFXiECTioNs uroN Gal. I. — How infinitely worthy is the Gospel 
of our acceptance, when wo consider that this stream of purity juid 
of truth flows from Christ the Divine fountain, full of grace and of 
truth ! Did Jesus rise triumphantly from the grave ? This stupen- 
dous and magniflcent event demonstrated to the minds of men and 
of angels the authenticity of the Gospel which Christ proclaimed, 


I and that it is the wisdom of God and the power of God to all who 
; believe. How delightful it is to observe the frequency with wMoh 
i the Son is associated with the Father in the same Divine, gracious, 

; and almighty acts, and in the reception of the same Divine worship, 

! homiigc, and adoration. No archangel can conceive that love jso 
boundless and so free, which moved our glorious Surety to present 
his humanity a sin-offering to moke atonement for our guilt; and 
it will require eieniity to illustrate the blessed oonsequenoes of his 
death. May each of us, by the Holy Spirit, be taught to say, in 
the language of appropriating faith and of comforting assurance^ 
j Jesus sufibied for me, died for me, atoned for me. He paid my 
; debt : justice will demand no more. Clothed in his righteousness, 1 
I stand acquitted before my heavenly Father’s throne.” Those who 
are called to proclaim the messages of mercy preach under the 
highest sjmcition ; they receive their qualiflcations and supplies from 
him in whom all fulness dwells. 

PRAYER. 

0 THOU who art our Creator, our Preserver, and our 
redeeming God, with what reverence and solemnity we 
should approach thy gracious throne, and make mention of 
thy great and glorious name 1 O lock down upon us in the 
Beloved I We acknowledge thee as the only Lord God, and 
as a God of boundless grace. Praise to thy name, that, 
tho\igh thou art infinitely greater and more exalted than we 
can possibly imagine or conceive, thou dost display conde* 
scension, mercy, and grace, as wonderful and great as thy 
glorious majesty and might. 

O how imspeakahly worthy art thou of the admiration of 
our hearts ! hut we have reason to mourn over the coldness of 
our aflections, and also the strength of our enmity against 
God. Alas, if we have no grace, enmity reigns predominant 
w ithin us. Deliver us, we pray, from the enmity of our souls, 
and grant that we may love the Lord our God with all our 
heart and with all our mind. 

We supplicate pardon for the offences of the past day. 
Wash us in the fountain opened for sin and uneleanness, O 
Jesus, be to us the Lord our righteousness; then there will 
be no condemnation to us in time, nor at the judgment-day. 
May our hearts be warmed with gratitude on account of the 
temporal and spiritual blessings we have this day received 
from the stores of thy providence and grace. Continue with 
us this night thy gracious kindness and care. This night 
may we lie down in peace with God ; and i^t last, when this 
our mortal journey is brought to a close, may we fall asleep 
in the arms of our redeeming Saviour, and may the eyes of 
our souls aw ake amid the bright glories of heaven. 

Jilxalted Jesus, we adore tfiee as the King of Zion, and as 
having in thy gracious sovereignty appointed apostles, evan- 
gelists, and pastors, to proclaim, during a succession of many 
ages, the glorious Gospel of peace. Grant that all who have 
the name of ministers of Christ may be in reality called to the 
great work, not by men, but by Jesus Christ, and God the 
Father, who raised him from the dead. 

Thou divine Saviot4r, who callcst thy faithful servemta into 
their sacred office^ 0 call our dear children into a state qf 
grace. Present them and ouk servants from Satan^s snares, 
and preserve them from the miseries (f the losU 

Glory to thy name, O Jesus, that thou gavest thyself for 
our sins. Graciously preserve us from this present evil world, 
according to the will of God our Father. Preserve us from 
the world’s smiles, that we may not be too much lifted up in 
prosperity ; and presers^e us from the frowns of an evil world, 
that we may not be cast down in adversity. Teach us to live 
above the world, to live as those whose inheritance is secure 
beyond the skies, beyond the restless elements and hnpetuous 
storms of the present life. Lord, hear us, for Jesus^ salee. 
And to Father, Son, and Spirit, one God, be glctty, kx evef 
and ever. Amen. 


THIETY-SEVENTH WEEK.—WEDNBSDAY MORNING. 


JOT OF THJB HUMBLC. 
Oranbrook. Orpheu$» Man^/Uld, 
VE humble souls, rejoice, 

•*’ And cheerM praises sing ! 
Wake all your harmony of voice, 

For Jesus is your King. 

That meek and lowly Lord, 

Whom here your souls have known, 
Fledges the honour of his word 
To avow you for his own. 

He brings solvation near, 

For which his blood was paid ! 

How beauteo\is shall your souls appear 
Thus sumptuously arrayed ! 


UODUiUOGE. 


ESTHER IX. 

The great Jltgvicing of the Church, 

A ND Mordocai wrote these things, and scut letters unto 
all the Jews that were in all the provinces of the king 
Ahasuerus, both nigh and far, 

21 To stablish this among them, that they should keep the 
fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of the 
same, yearly, 

22 As the days wherein the Jews rested from their enemies, 
and the month which was turned unto them from sorrow to joy, 
and from mourning into a good day ; that they should make 
them days of feasting and joy, and of sending portions one to 
another, and gifts to the poor. 

23 And the Jews undertook to do as they had begun, and 
as Mordecai had written unto them ; 

24 Because Hainan the son of Plamraedatha, the Agagitc, 
the enemy of all the Jews, had devised against the Jews to 
destroy them, and had cast Pur, that w, the lot, to consume 
them, and to destroy them ; 

25 But when Esther came before the king, he commanded 
by letters that his wicked device, which he devised against the 
Jews, should return upon his own head, and that he and his 
sons should be hanged on the gallows. 

26 Wherefore they called these days Purim after the name 
of Pur. Tlierefore for all the words of this letter, and of that 
which they had seen conceruiug this matter, and which had 
come unto them, 

27 The Jews ordained, and took upon them, and upon their 
seed, and upon all such as joined themselves unto them, so 
as it should not fail, that they would keep these two days 
according to their writing, and according to their appomted 
time every year ; 

28 And that these days should be remembered and kept 
throughout every generatiem, every family, every ])rovince, 
and every city ; and that these days of Purim should not fail 
from among the Jews, nor the memorial of them perish from 
their seed. 

29 Then Esther the queen, the daughter of Ahihail, and 
Mordecai the Jew, wrote with aU authority, to confirm this 
second letter of Purim. 

80 And he sent the letters unto all the Jews, to the hundred 
twenty and seven provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, with 
words of peace ana truth. 

ESTHER X. 

A nd the king Ahasuerus laid a tribute upon the laud, and 
upon the isles of the sea. 

2 And all the acts of his power, and of his might, and the 
declaration of the greatness of Mordecai, whereunto the king 
advanced him, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia? 

8 For Mordecai the Jew was next unto king AhMuerus, 
and great among the Jews, and accepted of the multitude^ of 
hit brethren, seeking the i^ealth of his people^ and speaking 
peace to all his seed. 


Rbflxotions upok Esthbk DC., X.— Mordeoai’s astonishing eieva- 
Hon to rank, wealth, and yoweac, increased, and did not diminish, 
his concern for the prosperity of the Church of God, and that its 
members should offer before the throne affectionate sacrifloeB of 
thanksgiving for the wonderful and effectual deliverance which God 
so mercifully accomplished in their behalf, out of the hand of 
enemies so numerous, malicious, and powerful. This holy man was 
anxious that the deHveronco should bo constantly and periodically 
I remembered, from generation to generation. His recommendation 
I has been faithfully followed ; and tlie Jews to the present day keep 
I up the remembrance of the great event which bo remarkably illus- 
trates Qod^fl constant care of his Church, and his special interposition 
in its behalf. What on unpamlleled event is the death of Christ! 
It is the most w^ondorftil that ever took place in the universe of God. 
On this event depends the deliverance of millions of millions from the 
lowest liell. May wo remember it with the deepest interest — 
obeying the dying command of Him who said, '*I)o this in remem- 
brance of me.** 

PRAYER. 

^ liORD of hosts, in all our approaches to thy throne in 
^ Jesus* name, may our hearts be sweetly allured by thy 
love. It is good to draw near unto thee iii prayer, and in all 
the ordinances of thine appointment. O may wo find it good 
to draw near unto God. Like the Psalmist, may our hearts 
pant after thee, and may we say with Job, O that Ave. could 
come nigh thee, even unto thy scat I Draw us, O Lord, and 
wc will run after thee. When thou hast enlarged our liearts, 
we will run in the way of thy commandments. 

Ilumhle us, O Ixird, under a sense of our sinfulness and 
uiiworthincas. Wc confess that we liave been very unmindful 
of thy mercies. Wc have not called to our remembrance many 
particular instances of thy special kindness wliieli should never 
have been erased from our minds. And wc acknowledge that 
wc have been unthankful as well as forgetful. Lord, forgive 
tliesc our sins, and preserve us from the cominissioii of those 
sins in the future, of which we have been so guilty in the past. 

We have now read of the great joy with wliich the hearts of 
the Jews were filled, when thou didst so wonderfully deliver 
them from the machinations of their enemies. O deliver us 
from the intentions of all our spiritual and all our earthly 
enemies, and may we never be delivered up to their will. Give 
us, wc eaniestly pray, the joys of religion, the joys of salvation. 
Give us the joy of pardon ; and may wc find that all our sins 
are forgiven through a Savi()ur*s blood. Give us the joys 
which flow from the conviction that we arc the children of 
God. Teach us, in the exercise of lively faith, to siug, Be- 
loved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall he; but wc know that when he shall appear 
we shall be like him, for wc shall see him as he is. 

O Lortf teach our dear children to seek after better jot/s 
than this world can afford. Let them not be carried away 
by those earth! y^ carnal joys which are followed by remorse 
and misery^ and which lead to the chambers of perdition. 

We thank thee, gracious God, that as the Jews were com- 
manded to observe a feast in commemoration of their great 
deliverance from the destruction contrived by Haman, thou 
hast appointed the feast of the Lord*8 Supper, to preserve the 
remembrance of tliat most glorious deliverance from sin, 
death, and hell, which was accomplished on Calvary by the 
death of Christ. O that all now kneeling before thee were 
prepared to observe that sacred ordinance, by sitting down at 
the sacramental tabic, and in the exercise of faith to receive 
the elements of bread and wine ! 

We bless God for the renewed instances of thy kindness 
during the past night, and we seek the direction, the presence, 
and the blessing of our God in all the duties of this day. 
Hear our imperfect prayers, for the sake of Jesus who died for 
us, and rose again. Amen. 

m 


THIRT y. SEVENTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


CKUCIiaED WITH CHRIST. 

Kenmy, Bethlehem, Marks, L. M. 

1 pMPTIED of ottrtb, I fain would bo, 

" The world, myself, and all but tbec ; 

Only reserved for Christ that died, 

Surrendered to the crucified. 

2 Sequestered from the noise and strife. 

The lust, the pomp, the pride of life ; 

Eor heaven alone my heart prepare, 

And have my conversation there. 

3 Nothing, save Jesus, would I know ; 

My friend, and my companion thou ; 

Lord, take my heart— assert th}" right, 

And put all other loves to flight. Topladv. 

GALATIANS 11. 

Justification hy Faith. 

T hen fourteen years after 1 went up again to Jerusalem 
with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also. 

2 And 1 went up by revelation, and eorninunicated unto 
them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but 
privately to them which w(U’e of reputation, le.st by any means 
I should run, or had run, in vain. 

3 But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was 
compelled to be circumcised : 

4 And tliat because of false brethren unawares brought in, 
who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in 
Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage: 

5 To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an 
hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with yon. 

9 And when James, Cephas, and John, wlio seemed to be 
pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave 
to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship ; that we 
ihould go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision. 

10 Only the]/ would that wc should remember the poor; 
the same which 1 also was forward to do. 

11 But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him 
to the face, because he was to be blamed. > 

12 For before that certain came from James, he did eat 
w'ith the Gentiles : but wlien they were come, he w ithdrew and 
separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision. 

13 And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; in- 
somuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissi- 
mulation. 

14 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according 
to the truth of the gospel, 1 said unto Peter before them all, If 
thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and 
not as do the Jews, wliy compellest thou the Gentiles to live 
as do the J ews ? 

15 We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the 
Gentiles, 

16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of 
the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed 
in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of 
Christ, and not by the works of the law ; for by the works of 
the law shall no flesh be justified. 

17 But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, wc our- 
selves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister 
of sin ? God forbid. 

18 For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I 
make myself a transgressor. 

19 For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might 
live unto God. 

20 I am crucified with Christ : nevertheless I live; yet not 
1, but Christ liveth in me : and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave himself for me. 

21 I do not firustrate the grace of God : for if righteousness 
come by the law, then Chiist is dead in vain. j 

612 


IlEFLECTiojfs UPON Qii. u. — Peculiarly valuable, and extendftij 
useful, were the years of the greet Apostle’s life. What an 
honour and what delight it was to Barnabas and Titos to have boon 
associated with a man whoso labours were so«pre«exninently blessed, 
ill the conversion of multitudes of sinners, and in the planting of 
numerous churches ! Ministers have only one message to deliver, 
under the high sanction of the King and Head of the Church, and 
j in humble and implicit reliance upon the promised aid of the Holy 
I Spirit. That message is the blessed and glorious Oospel, which is, 
j by way of eminence, the rod of the Bedeemer’s strength, by which 
I rebellious and obstinate sinners are made willing in the day of his 
I power. In things not sinful, ministers may employ discretion and 
wisdom in softening and overcoming the prejudices of the hearers of 
tlie Oospel. The Apostle was not only faithful in preaching the 
Oospel ill its puiity and in its fulness, but ho was also wise in the 
manner, time, and place in which he proclaimed its glorious doc- 
trines. Ho became all things to all men ; but never in the slightest 
d(*grco did he compromiso the truth by passing over the line marked 
by his Saviour and his Ood. The Gospel is a system of praotioal 
mercy: while it reveals God’s mercy to us, it calls upon us to show 
merry to others, and especially to indigent saints. 

^PBAYEK 

/"k LORD our God, we address thee as our Father^ who art 
” iu heaven, and as our God and Father in Christ. How 
infinite is thy goodness, and how infinite is thy delight in the 
manifestations of thy goodness and grace ! Thou ddightest in 
mercy. Thy loving-kindness is new every morning, and thy 
faithfulness every night. The history of every day is a history 
of thy forbearance, compassion, and mercy. 

Wc thank our God for the manifestations of thy providential 
and gracious goodness this day. Because thou hast been at ' 
our right hand, we have not been greatly moved. In our past j 
afflictions, if thou hadst not been our stay and our help, we had ' 
been overwhelmed, and had sunk into the deeps of despair. 
This night fulfil in our experience thy promise, The eternal 
God is thy refuge. Wc feel the weakness of our bodies, and 
our need of sleep to refresh our exhausted earthly frames. O 
prepare us for that heavenly world where there is no bodily 
weakness and no mental languor — that blessed land where 
the redeemed shall possess the vigour of angels, and where the 
soul with unwearied attention shall for ever gaze upon the 
unveiled splendours of the uncreated Jehovah ! 

May the Word of God we have now read be instrumental in 
producing on our minds sanctifying effects. May the diligence 
of St. Paul in preaching the Gospel animate us with zeal for 
the salvation of souls, and for the extension of the kingdom of 
Christ. We pray for ^Ixe prosperity of Zion. Suffer not false 
brethren to enter in unawares and disturb its peace. Deliver 
thy Church from wolves in sheep’s clothing. Give thy minis- 
tors abundance of grace, that they may be enabled in all ** 
circumstances, and in the midst of the greatest dangers and 
temptations, to act consistently. 

We commend our children to_ thine especial care* Inlro- 
duce them into thy family and may their lives be marked hy 
Christian consistency all their days. 

Suffer us not to seek justification by the works of the law; 
but may we obtain it by faith in the righteousness of Christ. 
Impress upon our heart the words of eternal truth : By the 
works of the law shall no flesh liviug be justified. We bless 
thee, O Lord, that thou hast revealed to us the method by which , 
alone a poor guilty sinner can be justified in thy sight as a ij 
God just and holy. Enable us to believe that when Christ was 
crucified, he was crucified for us, and therefore that in the eye 
of the law we were crucified with him. O may we live in 
Christ, and derive from him that life of justification and rege- . 
neration which can be derived from him alone ; and may we 
live by the faith of the Sou of God, believing that he loved us, , 
and gave himself for us. Mercifully hear our prayers and I 
forgive our sins, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. j 



THIRTY-SEVENTH WEEK.— THURSDAY MORNING. 


SUBMISSION TO GOU's WILL. 

(TpMm Okwrek, BighhvLfy CaHUge* Bangot', y.. 

1 I^AKED as from the earth we came 
Anl crept to life at first; 

We to the earth return again, 

And mingle with our dust, 
fi The dear delights we here enjoy, 

And fondly call our own, 

Are but short favours borrowed now 
^ To be repaid anon. 

8 ^Tis God thnt lifts our comforts high, 

Or sinks them in the grave ; 

He gives, and (blessed bo his name I) 

Ho takes but what he gave. Watts, 5, JL /. 

JOB I. 

Job^a Calamili-ea. 

^pHEBE was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was 
^ Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that 
feared God, and eschewed evil. 

2 And there were born unto him seven sons and three 
daughters. 

8 His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three 
thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and live 
hundred she-asses, and a very great household ; so that this 
man was the greatest of all the men of the cast. 

6 Now there was a day when the sous of God came to pre- 
sent themselves before the Loud, and Satan came also among 
tiiem. 

7 And the Loud said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? 
Then Satan answered the Loud, and said, Prom going to and 
fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. 

8 And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my 
servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect 
and an upright man, one that fearcth God, and eselievvcth evil ? 

9 Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, Doth Job fear 
God for nought ? 

11 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he 
hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. 

12 And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, all that lie hath 
is in thy power ; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. 
So Satan went forth from the presence of the Lord. 

18 And there was a day wlien his sons and his daughters 
Wet'e eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house : 

14 And there came a messenger unto Job, and said. The 
oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding beside them : 

16 And the Sabeans fell uj)07i //tern, and took them away; 
yea, they hav6 slain the servants with the edge of the sword ; 
and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 

16 While ho was yet speaking, there came also another, 
and said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath 
learned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them ; 
aud 1 only am escaped alone to tell thee. 

17 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, 
and said, The Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon 
the camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the 
servants with the edge of the sword ; and I only am escaped 
alone to tell thee. 

18 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, 
and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were eating and drink- 
ing wine in their eldest brother's house ; 

19 And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilder- 
ness, and smote the four corners of the hoijse, and it fell upon 
the young men, and they are dead ; and I only am escaped 
alone to tell thee. 

20 Then Jnb arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his 
head, and fell down uj^u the ground, and worshipped, 

21 And said, Naked came I out of ray mother’s womb. 


and naked shall 1 return thither: the Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the name of the Lord. 

22 In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishLv. 

Hkflrctions upon Job i. — ** Joh '* signifies ** weeping.*^ This 
man, so eminent for piety, ■was a remarkable illustration of that 
Divine saying, “ He that goeth forth and wt'ejifth, bearing precious 
seed, shall doubtless come again wuth rejoicihg, bringing his slieavcH 
■with him.’’ How mysterious aud how wise tlie arrange *11101118 of the 
God of providence and of grace! Numerous ai’e the instances in 
which saints, who have been peculiarly enriched ■witli grace, have 
been peculiarly tried by severe sufferings and heavy afflictions. At 
one time we be.hold Job’s temporal prosperity consisting of a nume- 
rous, promising, dutiful, and loving family ; of thousands of sheep 
and oxen, camels and asses; of abundance of silver and gold; of 
numerous servants ; and of groat honour, and inllucuice, and power. 
Then, the sun of his prosperity shone in an unclouded sky. And at 
another time we see him stripped of all, forsaken, indigent, and 
afflicted. Even so, Eather ! for so it seemed good in thy siglit.” 

PliAYEll. 

^ LORD our God, whom wc approach in the name of Christ, 
” give ua thy good Spirit, that we may have boldness to 
draw near unto thee by the blood of Christ, that new aud 
living way which Jesus hath consecrated for us througli the 
vail ; that is to say, liis flesh. O that now, and in all our 
approaches, we were enabled to draw near with a true heart, in 
the full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from 
an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water I 

AVc thank thee, O Lord, for the circumstances of comfort in 
which we are permitted and enabled to present ourselves as a 
family, this morning, before the throne of grace, where the 
prayers of thy people are iireseuled and answered. When we 
consider the dangers to which we are exposed iu the helpless 
hours of sleep, what reason have we, with renewed acelarna- 
tious of praise, to thank thee that we are now iu one of the 
most sacred aud honourable places on earth, before thy mercy- 
seat ! O that all the families with which we are connected 
were enabled conscientiously, regularly, and devoutly to wor- 
ship God iu their habitations, to erect a family altar in their 
dwellings, and call on the name of the Lord. 

Give us thy grace, that we may live tliis day as in the 
presence and under the eye of the Lord our God. Whatever 
wc do, may we do all to the glory of God. 0 tliat we could 
mingle our secular and worldly duticis with religious feelings, 
and never forget the inflnite superiority of the things of the 
soul beyond those of the body ! 

Give us Divine wisdom to improve what we have now read 
of the liistory of Job. We adore thy sovereign grace in 
giving piety as well as wealth : that piety which preserved him 
liunible amid the sunshine of prosperity; that piety which 
preserved him submissive and patient amid the dark niglit, 
and the raging storms of adversity. Deeply aflcct our miuds 
with the uncertainty of worldly wealth, and of the vanity of 
placing our hearts 011 that which may so soon take to itself 
wings, and flee away as an eagle toward the heavens. Lord, 
give us the imperishable iuhcritance of salvation. We rejoice 
thou art willing to give us this description of invaluable 
treasure. 

Spare the lives and save the souls of our dear children, 
0 cut them not down, as tender flowers^ in the beginning oj 
their days. Spare theni to a good old age the bright orna^ 
metUs of thy Gospel, 

Sanctify to us all the bereaving events of providence. May 
the language of our souls be, under the most painful bereave- 
ments, whether of substance or of friends. The Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of tlie Lord. 
Mercifully hear our feeble and unworthy supplications, for 
Jesus our Mediator’# sake. Ameu. 

^ u 


THIHTY-SkVENTH WEEK.— THURSDAY EVENING. 




LAW AND OOSPBL. 

OtdJSHglemd. JBlmdon. Grun*a\mK t. 21. 

1 pTJKST be tbo man, for ever curst, 

^ That doth one wilful sin commft : 
jJeath and perdition for the first, 

Without relief and infinite. 

2 Thus 8inai ronra, and round the earth 
Thunder and fire and vengeance ilings ; 

But, Jesus, thy dear dying breath. 

And Calvary, say genthjr tilings : 

Pardon, and grace, and boundless love, 
streaming .'dong a Saviour’s blood j 
And lifi', and joys, and crowns above. 

Obtained by a dour bleeding Gotl. Watts. 

GALATIANS III. 

No Hidvafion hy the 7 mv\ 

0 FOOLISH Galatians, wlio hatli bewitched you, that jre 
should not obey the truth, lui fore whose eyes Jesus Christ 
liatli been evidently set forth, eriicified among you ? 

2 This only would I learn of you, lleceivial ye the Spirit 
hy the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith ? 

8 Are yc so foolish ? liaving begun iu the Spirit, are yc now 
made perfect hy the flesli ? 

4 Have ye suflered so many things in vain ? if it be yet in 
vain. 

6 He therefore that ministeretli to you the Spirit, and 
worketh miracles among you, docih he it by the works of the 
law, or by tlie hf*aring of faith ? 

6 Even as Abraham liclievcd God, and it w'as accounted to 
him for righteousness. 

7 Know yo therefore that they which arc of faith, the same 
are the children of Abraham. 

8 And the scripture, foreseeing tliat God would justify the 
heathen through faitli, preached before tlu^ gospel unto Abra- 
ham, saying^ In thee shall all nations be lihi scd. 

9 So then they wlilcli be of faith are blessed witli faithful 

Abraham. J 

10 For as many as arc of the w'orks of the law ar^ 'uu^^v- 
tlio curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that con- 
tinuetli not in all things wdiich arc writteu iu the book of the 
law to do them. 

11 But that no man is justified by the law iu the sight of 
God, it is evident: for, 'The just slmll live by faith. 

12 And thi^ law’ is not of faitli : but, The man that doeth 
them shall live iu them. 

18 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
being made a curse for us : for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that hangetli on a tree : 

14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gen- 
tiles through Jesus Christ; that we miglit receive the promise 
of the Spirit thixmgh faith, 

15 Brethren, I speak after the manner of men ; Though it 
be but a niaiTs covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man dis- 
annulleth, or addeth thereto. 

16 Now to Abraliam and his seed were the promises made. 
He saith not, And to 8eed.s, as of many ; but as of one, And 
to thy seed, which is Christ. 

17 And this 1 say, that the covenant, that was confirmed 
before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and 
thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the 
promise of none cflect. 

18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of 
promise : but God gave it to Abraham hy promise. 

19 Wherefore then serveth the law ? It was added because 
of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the pro- 
mise was made ; and it was ordained by angels iu the hand of 
a mediator. 


Bbixsctions upon Gal. m. — ^The df ahi k 

deluding, bewitching, and destroying. May we be fmmed, mm 
the dominion of sin, and ever ^joy the tmqpeekable advantages bf 
the reign of grace! Destruction and min dte the consequences of 
living and dying under the covenant of works. with what eagen^ 

ncBB the heart of man cleaves to that covenant, that broken dovenahi, 
which hoB now no blessings to bestow, but only curses to pmnouiMk 
on those who are under its sway ! Have we received the Spirit ^ Me 
has been communicated through the medium of the oovenant ofgk«Q% 
all the conditions of which Josus the great Surety has honourably 
and amply fulfilled. Have we received the Holy Spirit ? Then we 
are taught to seek salvation only through the covenant of grace ; 
then we have left the shifting sands of our own supposed merit as the 


foundation of our hope, and are now building our hopes alone upon 
the righteousness of Christ, as all our solvation and all our desire. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, the Father of mercies, the God of all 
comfort, we come before thee in the name of Jequa the 
Divine Mediator. We are so guilty and vile, that we could 
never approach thee, and our prayers could never be hoard, 
without a mediator. Glory to thy great name, there ii a 
Mediator. O how wonderful thy grace ! thou, the God whom 
we have offended, hast thyself provided the Mediator ! We 
thank thee as a family and as individuals that there is one 
Mediator between God* and man, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
What reason then have we to rejoice that we may, with the 
assured hopes of acceptance, lift up our eyes to thee with 
gratitude ! Now, O Lord, we lift up our eyes unto thee, 
from whence alone cometh our help. Our help eometh firom 
thee our God, who made heaven and earth. 

Wc confess that we are sinners. We were born corrupted, 
and we were born under the curse of the law as a broken cove- 
nant of works. Ever since reason dawned in our bosom, wc ‘ 
have committed innumerable offences against thee. What 
reason have we to w^ondcr that wc have not been destroyed I 
that the curse of a broken, insulted, violated law has not 
fallen with overwhelming violence on our guilty heads ! Justly 
^ut us down, without remedy, as cumberers 
"ground. "^ory"^0 uny n..:, vehUc the covenant of 

works breathes nothing but vengeance and wrath, the covtnant 
of grace breathes mercy, compassion, and love. Lord, we now 
seek au interest in the rich blessing of the covenant of grace. 
O Jcsu.s, all the blessings of that covenant are at thy disposal 
We therefore come unto thee as the only refuge from the wrath 
of God aud the curse of a violated law. 

Affect the minds of our dear children and servants with 
the thought^ that they were horn under a dreaeful curse* 
Convince them that sin is an infinite evil^ and thdt^ if U is 
not forgiven and removed^ they must perish. 0 preserve 
them from such a doom I 

Lord, enable us to obey the truth. Wo praise , thee that 
thou hast put into our hands thy Gospel and thy laws. May 
>ve ever obey the truth of the Gospel by believing its doctrines, 
and receiving with all our hearts that exalted Saviotur whom 
it sets forth as crucified and slain. Ever may we yield a filial 
obedience to all thy blessed laws, submitting to them joyftllly 
as a rule of life in the hands of a Mediator. God forbid that 
wc should ever trust for salvation to our own works. Tbou 
alone, O Jesus, canst redeem from the curse of the law by Ihy 
righteousness. May we, and all our relatives and friend, be 
enabled to use the language of the Apostle in the exercise of 
a lively faith ; Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us. Under the impression of fids 
blessing may we retire to rest, committing ourselves to tlw 
everlasting arms of a gracious God. We thank thee^ 0 
for the mercies of the past day. O hear out pray^ 
forgive our sins, for Jesus^ sake, our Prophet, 

King. AmeiL ' 


THIBTY-^VBNTH WBBK.— FWPAY MOBNING. 


MTAN’s TIMfTATIOKa. 

. %<ft raafc &, Xw^f*.. Sr igMUbmlo i u , 

1 Pi GW long viit thou ooaceal thy fac<>, 

how long delay i 

‘When db(4i I feel those heavenly rays 
That chase xny £ears away ? 

2 See how the prinoe of darkness tries 

All his mancious arts ; 

He spreads a mist around my eyes, 

And throws his fiery darts. 

3 Bo thou mjr sun, and thou my shield, 

My soul in safety keep ; 

Hake haste before mine eyes iiro sealed 


In death^B eternal sleep. 


Watts, Ps. 1 . 3 . 


JOB II. 

Satan*t Pttgt mid Job*a Sufferingt. 

A GAIN there was a day when the sons of God came to 
present themselves before the Lokd, and Satan came 
also among them to present himself before the Lord. 

2 And the Lord said unto Satan^ From whence comest 
thou? And Satan answered the Lord, and said, From going 
to and fro in the earth, and from walking np and down in it. 

3 And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my 
servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect 
and an upright man, one that fearcth God, and esclicweth 
evil? and still he Loldeth fast his integrity, although thou 
movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. 

4 And Satan answered the Loud, and said, Skin for skin, 
yea, all that a man hath will lie give for his life. 

5 But put forth thine hand now, and toueli his bone and 
his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. 

6 And the Lord said unto Satan, Bcliold, lie is in thine 
hand ; but save his life. 

7 So went Satan forth from the presence of tlio Lord, and 
smote Job with sore boils from the sole of Lis foot unto his 
crown. 

8 And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal ; 
and he sat down among the ashes. 

9 Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine 
integrity ? curse God, and die. 

10 But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the 
foolish women speaketh. What! shall we receive good at 
the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this 
did not Job sin with his lips. 

11 Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that 
was come upon him, they came every one from his ow n place ; 
Eliphas the Temanite, and Bildad the Sliuhite, and Zophar 
the Naamathite : for they had made an appointment together 
to come to mourn with him, and to comfort him. 

12 And when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew 
him not, they lifted up their voice, and wept ; and they rent 
every one his mantle, and sprinkled dust upon their heads 
toward heaven. 

. 18 So they sat down with him upon the ground seven days 
and seven nights, and none spake a word unto him ; for they 
saw that his grief was very great. 

BgrUKttxoirs trroN Job it. — ^How presumptuous the conduct of 
Sstcui'^^tgally to enter God's sauctmary, to mingle himself with 
Ood^s peo])lB and worshippers, and to endeavour to counteract the 
bless^ iuuence of the Gospel of Christ upon the hearts of the 
ehildr^ d meni How important then it is, before we enter 
the <>f "God, to put on the whole spiritud armour, that wo 

tnjsyiie able manfhlly and successfully to resist the wiles of the 
wicked one ! Satan is a spirit distinguiBhod by tho most restless 
and persevering aetivify. He can move in an instant to tho most 
distant places) and WfO cannot conceive the multitude of immortal 
souls ho can visit in one honri and influence in the xntet astonishing 
variety ^ by his vile suggestdona. Hoes he go up and down 


tho world like a roaring lion, sowing whom he may alarm, injure, 
and destroy ? How infinitely neboisary for us to be on our constant 
guard ; and by earnest prayer and uncea^g wuitchfulneBS to take 
care that we fall not into temptation ! To whnt pains und sufierings 
sin has exposed lis in this life ! But let believers never lose sight of 
the glorious and consolatory truth, that God appoints und employs 
the diseases of tho flesh to promote the h(?alth of tho mind, mid tho 
sutferings and pains of the* body to onhonpe the joys and comfort 
of the soul. 0 how singularly distressing it is when, in the day 
of temporal calamity and aflliolion, our earthly relatives should 
prove tormentors and not comforters! Jesus is our true friend in 
our affliction, for he is *^tho Brother born for adversity.” When 
Job’s relatives beheld his extraordinary suflerings, tlu'y lifted up 
their voice and wept. Blessed truth : ” In all our afflictions Christ 
is afflicted!” that is, in all our afflictions wo have his sympathy, 
compassion, and love. 

PKAYER. 

O LOllD our God, the creator and preserver of all things, 
wc bow ourselves prostrate before thy throne, in tho name 
of Jesus, our Advocate and Saviour, in whom are laid up all 
tho treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Lord, wc adore thee 
as the sovereign disposer of all events, and wc acknowledge 
thine agency in all the afflictiona wliich befall tho children of 
men ; and we acknowledge thy gracious and paternal agency 
in all the aillictions wliich come upon thy people, who are the 
objects of thy favour. O Lord, thou art mighty, and deajiisest 
not any ; thou art mighty in strength and in wisdom. 

Warm our hearts with lively gratitude, on account of thy 
continued kindness unto us during the past night. We thank 
God that our bodies arc not overspread Mith loathsome disease, 
like the body of Job, when Satan was permitted to afflict him 
with the most grievous maladies. Lord, bless us this day, 
and preserve us from the temptations of Satan. Suffer not 
the adversary of souls to tempt us by bis allurements, or to 
terrify and afflict us by his fiery darts. Preserve us from his 
snares when he comes in the disguise of an angel of light; 
and preserve us from Ids fiery darts, when he would fall upon 
us as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 

Give us that grace by which we shall remember that Satan 
is a restless, an active, and a most malignant enemy. Lord, 
bless us with the grace of watelifulness. Convince us that 
Satan never can be resisted without power and watchfulness. 
Let these bo united in us ; then wc shall be able to stand in 
the evil day. 

Preserve our dear children and domestics from the devices 
of Satan, Make them sensible of the affeciimj iruthy that this 
jiowerful enemy has already contrived their rfiiw, and that 
nolhimj can prevent the execution of his purpose but an interest 
in Christ. 

Wc bless thee, O Lord, that wo have on record the remark- 
able piety of Job. Like him, may we possess tlie reality of 
grace; like him, may wc be upright; like him, may we fear 
God and eschew evil. May we much rather desire to imitate 
thy servant in his piety, than to resemble him in the wealth 
he originally possessed, when for liis affluence and power he 
was the greatest man in the cast. O Lord, prepare us for all 
the future afflictions of life. Convince us tliat nothing but 
grace can bear np the mind amidst tlio waves of earthly afflic* 
tion. Affect our graceless friends most deeply with a sense 
of the misery of those who suffer affliction, without an almighty 
arm of grace on which to lean. 

Give us thy merciful spirit, that we may weep with them 
that weep. May we be afflicted in the afflictions of our 
friends; atid in the day of our grief may we be blessed with 
the' sympathy of kind and praying friends, but, above all, 
with the sympathy of Christ. O Jesus, tljou art our best, 
our unchan^ng friend. O hear our prayers, for tho sake d 
Jesus, who is ^ bright and morning star. Amen, 
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THIRTy.SEVENTH WEEK.— FRIDAY BVENINU. 


CIIIMS 07 god’s CHILDllEN. 
P§Um, Shem^oum* C/lrerttim. 

1 not too hard, too high an aim, 

Secure in Christ thy part to claim ; 
The sensual instinct to control, 

And worm with purer fires the soul. 

3 Nature will raise up all her strite, 

Toe to the flesh-absising life ; 

Loath in a Saviour’s death to share, 

Her daily cross compelled to bear. 

3 Lut grace omnipotent at length 

Shall arm the saint with saving strength ; 
Through the sharp war w'ith aids attend. 
And his long conflict safely end. 

•I A (it but the infant’s gentle part, 

(live up to love tliy willing heart; 

No fondest jiarent’s tender breast 
Yearns like thy God’s to make thee blest. 


GALATIANS III. 

Salvation throvph Faith, 

OW a mfidiator is not a mediator of one, but God is one. 
21 Is the law then against the promises of God? God 
forbid : for if there had been a law given which could have 
given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. 

22 Ilut the scripture hatli concluded all under sin, that 
the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them 
that believe. 

23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, 
shut up unto the faith which should afterwards lie revealed. 

24 Whcrc^orc the law was our schoolmaster to bring ns 
unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 

25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a 
schoolmaster. 

26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ 

Jesus. 

27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ 
liave put on Christ. 

28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond 
nor free, there is neither male nor female : for yc are all one 
m Christ Jesus. 

29 And if yc be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and 
heirs according to the promise. 

• GALATIANS IV. 

Ood sending hit Sm, 

TVTOW I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, dif- 
fereth nothing from a servant, though he be lord-of all; 

2 But is under tutors and governors until the time ap- 
pointed of the father. 

8 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage 
under the elements of the world : 

4 But when the fulness of the time was come, Goi sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 

6 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons. 

6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit 
of his Son into your lioarts, crying, Abba, Father. 

7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, hut a son ; and if 
a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 

BuFLWjnoNS UPON Gal. hi., p.— What a glorious revelation, and 
worthjr of all acceptation — Christ the Mediator, the only mediator — 
a mediator infinitely su^lcient, and our mediator ! Lot us put our 
oanse, without delay, into the hand of this mercifiil and skilfiil 
interoessor; through the influence of whose intercessory prayers, wo 


shall at last reach the heavenly kingdom. It is in Christ we sCf 
the blessed harmony betwixt the law and the Gospel— both or^nat** 
ing in God. We behold Jesus magnifying the iaw^ and nudemg if; 
honourable. We behold Jesus presenting the me^T^ified, satiiSled^ 
law as a rule of life, to guide the obedienoe of his people. And wd^ 
see in the Gospel the most powerful motives and reasons to enoou^ . 
rage and enforce obedience. Has the law been brought home to our 
conscience by the power of the Divine Spirit? Has it been insiru* 
mental in showing us our need of Christ, and in stirring us up to 
floe to Jesus from the wrath to come ? Then we are the adopted 
children of God, and heirs of the heavenly inheritance. 


PRAYER. 

T^IIEN we think, O Lord, our God and Saviour, on what 
thou art, and on what thou hast done, and on the 
streams of blessings which are unceasingly flowing from the 
fountain of thy kindness and mercy, what reason have we to 
exclaim, in the language of thy servant the prophet, How 
great is thy goodness ! Thy paternal care has followed us all 
our days, and every day of our lives we have existed upon thy 
goodness. 

We thank thee that no evil has befallen us this day, that 
our wants have been supplied', and that we are encouraged to 
draw near to thy throne, and supplicate the blessings of thy 
special goodness. Preserve us from all evil this night. While 
we arc awake, may our thoughts rise to the Father, Son, and 
Spirit; and may we he able to say, in the language of the 
Psalmist, Our soul shall he satisfied as with marrow and 
fatness, and our mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips, 
when we remember thee upon our beds, and meditate upon 
thee in the night watches. Whether asleep or awake, may 
we be ever with God. Be thou constantly at our right hand; 
then we shall never he greatly moved. 

Wc rejoice, 0 Jesus, that thou art our Mediator. We 
pray that we may receive a lively faith in thee as the Me- 
diator between God and man; then our approaches to the 
throne of grace will be followed by showers of blessings from 
on high. We acknowledge that we are all by nature under 
sin, and exposed to the wrath of an offended God. O give 
us faith, by which we shall lay hold of the righteousness of 
Christ; then we shall be delivered from the curse, and become 
heirs of the blessing. Blessed Saviour, thou art the author 
of faith, and wc now humbly seek from thee that faith by 
which wc shall lay hold of thy justifying righteousness, and 
thus be delivered from the condemning power of sin. Deliver . 
us from a legal, self-righteous spirit. Convince us of the 
vanity and folly of imagining that by our works of .obedience 
we can obtain eternal lifb, seeing that the obedience and death 
of Christ were absolutely necessary for procuring a blessing sb 
transccndcntly great. We seek from God the ^ptism of the 
Spirit. We acknowledge that the baptism with wator will 
avail us nothing without the baptism of the Spirit. 

O Lord, baptize our children with the Holy Qhoit. We 
long for their salvation. We would travail as in birth, that 
Christ in his blessed graces may be formed in their souls. 

Adored and praised be thy name for ever, O Loid, that| in 
thy pity for our fallen, ruined race, thou didst send Ay Son 
on an embassy of mercy for our r^emption. We bleea thee 
that in the fulness of time the Saviour came^ made of a 
woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under 
the law, that they might receive the adcqption of sons, 0 
Lord, put the rairit of thy Sou into' our hearts, md teach 
to cry, Abba, Father. Make us children, then we Aalt be 
heirs of God through Christ. 

Hear our feeble praymrs, for Jesus’ sake^ the iMialM 
diator between God and man, and our Surety axti. EaiMUn« 
Amen. ' • ^ 





THUKPy-SBVBNTH WEER—SATURDAY MOENINO. 


I 


GOP FAK ABOVE MSN. 

J^erdingMdffe, Dovmdale. Wareham, l. n, 

Q HALL the vile race of flesh and blood 
^ Contend with their creator, God ? 

Shall mortal worms presume to be 
More holy, wise, or just than her 

2 Behold, he puts his trust in none 
Of all the spirits round his throne ; 
llieir natures, when compared with his, 

Are neither holy, just, nor wise, 

3 But how much meaner things are they 
Who spring from dust and dwell in clay ? 

Touched by the finger of thy wrath, 

Wo faint and vanish like the moth. W wr , v.2, />*. /. 

jobTv. 

Eliphaz reptmtih Job. 

T^HEN Eliphaz the ’I'cmanite answered and said, 

2 I/we assay to commune with thee, wilt thoii be grieved ? 
but who can ’vvithhold himself from speaking? 

8 Behold, thou hast instructed many, and thou hast 
strengthened the weak hands. 

4 Thy words have upliolden him that was falling, and thou 
hast strengthened the feeble knees. 

5 But now it is come upon thee, and thou faintest ; it 
toucheth tlioc, and thou art troubled. 

6 Is not this thy fear, thy confidence, thy hope, and the 
uprightness of thy ways? 

7 Remember, I pray thee, who etwr ])rrishcd, being inno- 
cent? or where were the rigliteous cut off ? 

8 Even as I liave seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow 
wickedness, reap the same. 

9 By the blast of God they perisli, and by the hreatli of liis 
nostrils arc they consumed. 

10 The roaring of tlie lion, and the voice of the fierce lion, 
and the teeth of the young lions, are broken. 

11 The old lion perislieth for lack of prey, and the stout 
lion’s whelps are scattered abroad. 

12 Now a thing was secretly brought to me, and mine ear 
received a little thereof. 

13 In thoughts from the visions of the night, when deep 
sleep falleth on men, 

14 Fear came upon me, and trembling, which made all my 
bones to shake. 

15 Then a spirit passed before my face; the hair of my 
flesh stood up : 

16 It stood still, but I could not discern the form thereof : 
an image was before mine eyes, ihe?*e was silence, and I 
heard a voice, saying , 

17 Shall mortal man be more just than God? shall a man 
be more pure than his maker? 

18 Behold, he put no trust in his servants ; and his angels 
he charged with folly : 

19 How much less in them that dwell in houses of clay, 
whose foundation is in the dust, which are crushed before the 
moth? 

20 They are destroyed from morning to evening : they 
perish for ever without any regarding it. 

21 Doth not their excellency which is in them go away ? 
they d&e, even without wisdom. 

&BFLXOTJOKS TOOK JoB IV.— Communing with our own hearts, and 
with each other, are Divine ordinances which should be conscicn* 
iiously cultivated and observed, as greatly calculated to strengthen 
foe graces,' and to advanoe the soul in spiritual attainmonts. If wc 
iu*6 anxious to fostruot the ignorant and to comfort the aJB^cted and 
foe sorrowftil, we bear some resemblance to Jesus, who strengthened 
the weak bandit and who oonflrmed the feeble knees, who comforted 
foose who mourned^ Who gave foem beauty for ashes, and the oil of 
pf for mourning. Bdievars of foe most mature grace are weak in 


themselves, and without leaning upon the arm of Divine sufflcic nr y 
would soon sink and faint in the day of temporal adversity. With* 
out this dependence tho lightest afiliction would ovci-whelm them : 
with this dependence they can do all things, and stand secure undtr 
the heaviest burden, God seorcheth tho heart; and ho knew the 
righteousness and genuine integrity of his servimt Job, while Eliplmz 
and his friends drew false conclusions from his outw'ard trials, and 
pronounced upon him a sentence of liarsh condemnation, considering 
him as a hypocrite, who had hitherto acted ns a deceiver, and there- 
fore was deservedly abandoned of God. This formed one of the 
severest parts of his sufferings, and added i)ungent gall to the bitter 
w'ormwood which ho was called to drink. What n bh^ssing ! God secth 
not as man seoth, God judgeth not as man judgetli. Man judgoth 
according to the outward appearance, but God judgoth the lieart.” 
In oursedves, wo must plead guilty before God ; but if wo are clothed 
with the righteouHuess of Christ, tho sentence of condemnation has 
passed away for ever. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD, our God and Father iu Christ, thou art the 
infinitely glorious and absolutely indepondeut Jehovah* 
Thou puttest no trust in thy servants, and thine angels thou 
chargest with folly. The greatest power of the inigliiiest of- 
thy creatures is weakness compared with thy strength, and 
the richest wisdom of the most exalted of archangels is folly 
compared with thy wisdom. May we be humbled in the dust 
when w'e consider our weakness, our ignorance, our folly, and 
our guilt. AVhat are we in thy presence, Divine and gracious 
Majesty, wl)o dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is iu 
the dust, and who are crushed before the moth ? 

Praise to our God, that, notwithstanding all our unworthi- 
ness, and helplessness, and vilencss, there is a new and living 
way, by wliich we may not only approach the throne of God 
with acceptance, but also wdtli boldness-. 

We tliank God that thou hast raised us this morning from 
our beds iu salbty and iu peace ; and that we arc now assem- 
bled in the gracious presence of our God, to seek mercy and 
grace to help in every time of need. Lord, enable us to hold 
converse with thyself iu the exercise of holy reverence and 
filial confidence. Leave us not, w^e beseech thee, this day, to 
our own corruptions, or to our own weakness. Preserve us 
from mnful tliouglits, let no unhallowed expression fall from 
our lips, and may our actions be in conformity to thy holy 
will. We seek the guidance of thy wisdom, and the protec- 
tion of thy power. Tliy w isdom is an unerring counsellor, and 
thy power is an almighty chdender. 

O Lord, enricli ns with thy grace, that we may serve the 
great end of our existence — that we may glorify God, and 
prove useful to our fellow-men. Like thy servant Job, may 
w’C instruct many. 

Make our children apt to receive instruction. As the newr 
horn babe desires the milk of its mother^ may they long 
for the milk of useful and saving knowledge^ that they may 
grow thereby. 

Lord, inspire ns with merciful dispositions. As Gbd 
delights in acts of mercy, may we delight in acts of mercy. 
In imitation of the example of thy servant, of whose excel- 
lences and sufferings we have now read, may we strengthen 
the weak hands, may our words of comfort uphold those that 
are falling, and may w'o strengthen the feeble knees. 

Lord, have mercy on our graceless friends. Open their eyes 
to see the consequences of living without Ood and salvation. 
Open their eyes to see that they who plow iniquity and sow 
wickedness reap the same. O convince them that by the 
blast of God they must perish, and that by the breath of his 
nostrils they must be consumed, unless they flee to Christ for 
refuge and ibrgiveneas. 

Graciously hear our prayers, for Jesus’ sake, who died to 
wash us in his blood. Amen. 
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THIRTY-SEVENTH WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENING. 




Im u. 


MNCBHITY PROlfBSgED. 

ContrUUm. Munich, Kmgtbridffe, 

1 T^Y God, what inward grief I feel 

jjA ‘Whon impious men transgress thy will ; 

I mourn to hoiir their lips profane, 

Take thy tremendous name in vain. 

2 Does not my soul detc'st and hato 
The sons of malice and deceit ? 

Those that oppose thy laws and thee, 

I coimi them enemies to me, 

3 Lord, search my soul, try every thought ; 

Though my own heart accuse me not 

Of walking in a false disguise, 

I hog the trial of thine eyes. 

4 Doth secret mischief lurk within ? 

Do I indulge some unknown sin.'' 

0 turn my feet whene’er I stray. 

And lead mo in the perfect way. 

Watts, Pi, 139, p. ///. 


GALATIANS IV. 

T/mj (ICO Covenanti, 

TITY little children, of whom I travail in birth again until 
Christ be formed in you, 

20 I desire to be present with you now, and to change my 
voice; for I stand in doubt of you. 

21 Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not 
hear the law ? 

22 For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one 
by a bondmaid, the other by a freewomau, 

23 But he wfio was of the bondwoman was horn after the 
flesh ; hut he of the freewomau tvas by promise. 

24 Which things are an allegory : I'or tlicse are the two 
covenants; the one from the mount Siuai, which gendereth to 
bondage, winch is Agar. 

25 For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth 

to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her chil- 
dren. ‘ 

26 But Jerusalem whicli is ahoi^e is free, which is the 
mother of us all. 

GALATIANS V. 

The Libo'ty Chrkt has given, 

S TAND fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath 
made us free, and be not entangled again with tlie yoke of 
bondage. 

2 Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if yc be circumcised, 
Christ shall profit you nothing. 

3 For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that 
be is a debtor to do the whole law. 

4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you 
ore justified by the law ; ye are fallen from grace. 

5 For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteous- 
ness by faith. 

6 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any- 
thing, nor unoircumcision ; but faith which worketh by love. 

7 Ye did run well ; who did binder you that yc should not 
obey the truth ? 

8 This persuasion cometh not of liim that calleth you. 

9 A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 

Bevlectionr UPON Gal. IV., V. — True piety manifests itself in 
highly estimating the value of tho soul, and in earnest, longing 
d^ros, to be successful in winning souls to Christ. How important 
and usefhl are these affectionate desires in the minds of ministers, 
of parents, and of the instructors of the rising race ! Professors of 
the faith should study great Christian consistency, without which 
the rincerity of their profession may be justly oallod in question, 
weak saints injured, and those who are without may be tempted to 
east reproach upon the Christian name. The desire to be aeoepted 
nad pamoned, a supposed personal righteousness, is both natuiil 
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nnd strong : if we etre nnder its influence, let M wiflioal - , 

for delivoranoe : if we ore relying alone oa tiie flniilied and ia^tt^ 
meritorious righteousness of Christ, the Divme ^irit has i&deed 
placed our feet upon a Hock, and hath eatabliahed onr goin^ Ve 
arc in reality set free from the bondage of the law as a oondeniaing 
covenant; we are as completely Ireo and safe from its ouraea as if w« 

I hud never sinned. We arc the adopted and re^nerated children of 
I God ; we are the saved citizens of tho Now Jerusalem— fto Obureb 
I of the living God— and are invested with all tiio rich privily of 
i citizenship, of which we shall never bo deprived. Blessed me they 
I who SCO tliat this is truo liberty, and who have fled from the oovo- 
: nant of works and all its threatenings, and who have come to the 
I covenant of grace, to bo interested in all its promises and in oil its 
I blessings. ^ 

I PRAYER. 

O THOIT Hearer of prayer, and the God of our salyatiou^ 
wc desire as a family, in the name of Christ, and in 
■ humble dependence on thy Holy Spirit, to separate ourselves, 
at the close of the day, and at the close of the week, from 
' worldly pursuits and cares, and now prostrate ourselves before 
' thee, to supplicate the blessings of salvation through a 
Saviouris blood. 

Glorious slehovab, we adore thee as the only Lord God. 
There is none like unto the Lord our God. Who is like unto 
thee, O Lord? amongst the gods who is like unto thee — 
glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? 

"We now plead with our God to pardon the sins of the past 
week. We lament that our thoughts, desires, and affections 
are so carnal and corrupted. We lament that our speech is. 
so seldom seasoned with the salt of wisdom, meekness, and 
grace. We lament that so many of our actions are the fruits 
of sin, and not the fruits of holiness. Lord, forgive our sins, 
through the merit of our Saviour’s righteousness. 

Graciously watch over us and all our relatives this night, 
and may wo be preserved in health, and itr soundness and 
tranquillity of mind, to enter into thy blessed sanctuary, and 
to worship thy great and glorious name in the ordinances, of 
thy wise and gracious appointment. Lord, prepare thy minis- 
ters for standing between the Jiving and the dead, and for 
proclaiming the threatenings of thy law, and delivering the 
invitations and promisees of thy Gospel, May all parents, 
instructors of the rising race, and ministers of Christ, resemble 
thy servant, the Apostle of the Gentiles, in their ardent and 
earnest desires and prayers for the salvation of men. O that 
every minister entrusted with the care of souls could say 
re8})ecting the peojile of Aheir charge, We travail in birtn 
again, until Christ be formed in you. Lord, hear this our 
prayer, for the honour of thy name, and for the advancement 
of thy kingdom. King and Head of the Church, suffer none 
to embrace the holy office of the priesthood as a mere pro- 
fession, or as a source of temporal support. May none enter 
upon the duties of that sacred office, except they who love 
Jesus Christ, who mourn over man’s sinfulness and tniaeryf 
and who are earnest to be made instruments, in the band Of 
the Spirit, in setting Satan’s captives free. 

Lord^ deliver our beloved children and servants from kis 
influence and reif^n. Give them the liberty qf thy sons^ and 
in that liberty may they stand fast till the day arrive 
they shall exchange earth for heaven, , 

O Lord, who searchest the heart, deliver us all froni A 
hypoeritical profession of the faith of Christ. Sufl^ not 
to belong to that class of whom the Apostle stood in JoUbta 
Teach us often to examine cursives, to look within, to 
ourselves in the glass of thy Word, that we may know 
state. Whatever we have been in the p^t, 0 mnke ^ 
cliildren now, and fill us with the graces of the 
We present these our prayers in Jesus’ nnme, 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with us idl* 




THIfi-TY-EIGHTH WEKK.~SA3BATH MORNING. 


aovrn oovbekmbnt. 
JS^kniOemadaJ^ . WiminffUm^ Old lOOtA* 


TSHOYAH reigpiB ! he dwells in light, 
^ Oixded with nn^ofltv and might ; 

The world, created by his hands, 


Still on its hrst foundation stands. 

2 But ere this spacious world was made. 

Or had its hrst foundations laid, 

Thy throne eternal ages stood. 

Thyself the ever-living God. 

8 Like floods the angry nations rise, 

And aim^their rage against the skies ; 

Vain floods that aim their rage so high ! 

At thy rebuke the billows die. 

Watts, Ps. f) 3 . 

PSALM XCIII. 

Ood^a Oovat'fment, 

rpHE Lord reigneth, he is clothed with majesty; the Lord 
is clothed with strength, wherewith he hath girded him- 
self; the world also is stablishcd, that it cannot be moved. 

*2 Thy throne ia established of old : thou art from ever- 
lasting. 

8 The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted 
up tlieir voice ; the floods lift up their waves. 

4 The Lord on high ia mightier tlian tlic noise of many 
waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the sea. 

6 Thy t^timonies are very sure : holiness becometli thine 
house, O Lord, for ever. 

PSALM XCIV. 

JSncmiea of tfie Church. 

O LORD God, to whom vengeance bclongeth; O God, to 
whom vengeance bclongeth, show thyself. 

2 Lift up thyself, thou judge of the earth : render a reward 
to the proud. 

8 Lord, how long shall the wicked, how long shall the 
wicked triumph ? 

4 How long shall they utter and speak hard things ? and 
all the workers of iniquity boast themselves ? 

5 They break in pieces thy people, O Lord, and afflict tliiiic 
heritage. 

6 They slay the widow and the stranger, and murder the 
fatherless. 

7 Yet they say, The Lord shall not see, neither shall the 
God of Jacob regard it. 

8 Understand, ye brutish among the people : and ye fools, 
when will ye be wise ? 

9 He that planted the ear, shall he not hear? he that 
formed the eye, sliall he not see ? 

10 He that chastiseth the heathen, shall not he correct ? 
he that teacheth man knowledge, ahull not he Jmow ? 

11 The Lord knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are 

vanity. 

12 Blessed ia the man whom thou chastenest, O Lord, and 
teachest him out of tljy law ; 

18 That thou mayest give him rest from the days of adver- 
sity, until the pit be digged for the wicked. 

14 Par the jjord wiS not cast oflf his people, neither will 
he forsake his inheritance. 

. 15 But judgment shall return unto righteousness : and all 
the upright in beari shall follow it. 

Baetacxiioirs UPOir PsaItXS xoni., xav. — Christ reigns over tho 
as God, and over the Church as Mediator. His attributes 
am the Ctyal robes of his Divine and kingly Majesty; and tho 
stability of the earth, the foundations of which he has laid, shows 
the greatness of his power* Earthly kings are but of yesterday ; 
Jeaui, foe Sing of kin^ is fatm evorlasting. Wicked man in their 
po^er, and violence, may resemble the roaring waves of 


the tempestuous ooeon ; in one moment Zion’s Xing con control thdir 
violence, when he says, with the voice of his irresistible omnipotence, 
Peace, be stiU.” The doctrines and promises of tho Gospel, tho 
I oommandments and ordinanoes of God, are bis testimonies* they 
declare his will ; they bear his impress ; they breathe the purity of 
his nature; and, in the hand of the Spirit, they are that precious 
mean by which the soul is sonctifled, and flttcd, and disposed for tho 
holy services of God’s house. The wicked may seem to prevail and 
to prosper, but it is only for a season. Their cup of jjunishmont 
and suffering is fast filling up ; every day they are heaping up for 
themselves, by their own act and deed, wrath against tho day of 
wrath. Their outrageous cruelty against the fatherless, the widow, 
and the unoffending sheep of Christ’s flock, shall soon, very soon, 
meet its merited reward ! 

^ PRAYEll. 

O N the morning of this joyful, this sacred day, wo desire, 
O Lord, to appear before thee in the name of Christ, to 
present our prayers, and to express our homage. God and 
Father of Christ, thou dost rcigii over the vast universe, thou 
art clothed with majesty infinitely more glorious than the 
splendour of ten thousand suns. Thou art clothed with 
strength ; w'ith the greatest case thou ennst pluck up moun- 
tains by the roots, and cast them into the deeps of the ocean. 
Thou hast establislicd the world, tiiat it cannot be moved ; 
even tliou hangest it upon nothing. Eternal is the duration 
of thy government, and the security of thy throne cannot be 
disturbed by the fall of men or the rebellion of myriads of 
powerful angels. 

We adore thy w'isdora and justice in all tho afflictions 
which have befallen us in the ])ast period of our lives. Glory 
to Iby groat name, that the floods have not bcicn permitted to 
carry us away or overwhelm us. And we rejoice that, not- 
witbstauding all the proud waves of persecution which have 
rolled over thy Churcli, thou hast preserved thy sacred ark 
from sinking among the waves. The Lord on hign is mightier 
than the noise of many waters, yea, than tho mighty waves of 
the 8(!a. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in thino omniscience. Thou art 
lie who planted the car, and therefore must hear; thou art lie 
who formed the eye, and must see* thou art he who teacheth 
man knowledge, and therefore must know. Impress the minds 
of all thine enemies with the alarming truth, that all their 
malicious purposes formed against thy Church, and all their 
attempts to injure thy people, are fully known to thee ; that 
they are all recorded in the liook of thy remembrance. Con- 
vince them that, if the weapons of their enmity are not laid 
aside, and tlieir hearts humbled before thee in unfeigned 
repentance, their destruction is inevitable. 

pray for all thy ministers and people this day. Give to 
thy ministers freedom in proclaiming tlie tidings of salvation 
and peace, and give thy people faith in lively exercise to feed 
upon the W ord of life. 

Lordy ffive oar children and domestics divine love to 
divine things : 0 may we soon see them living examples of 
the saving power and the sanctifying influence of the Gosjiel 
of Christ. 

Wc pray for all thy afflicted people, whether confined in 
their abodes or able to attend thy sanctuary. Comfort them 
with this most consoling truth : Blessed is the man whom 
thou chastenest, O Lord, and teachest him out of thy law. 
May they rejoice that there is a day coming when they shall 
receive rest from the days of adversity, and that thou wilt 
never cast off thy people nor forsake thine inheritance. 

We present our thanks for the mercies of the night, and 0 
may this day prove to us and thousands a day never to be 
forgotten. O Lord, hear our prayer, for the sake of Jesus 
who was slain to take away the sins of the world. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 
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THIETY-EIGHTH WEEK. — SABBATH EVENING. 


SEASONS FOR FIIAISINO 001). 

Furman, Suffolk, • f*- 

\ CING to the Lord Jehovah’s name, 

^ And in his strength rejoice ; 

When his salvation is our theme, 

Exalted he our voice. 

2 With thanks approach his awful sight, 

And psalms of honour sing ; 

The Lord’s a God of boundless miglif, 

Tlie whole creation’s King ! 

3 Let princes hear, let angels know, 

How mean their natnn*8 seem ; 

Those gods on high, and gods below, 

When once compared W'ith him. 

Watts, /V f)o. 

PSALM XCIV. 

God the Helper of his People, 

W HO will rise up for me against the evil-doers . or who 
will stand up ibr me against the workers of iniquity? 
17 Unless the Loud had batti my luilp, my soul had almost 
dwelt in silcnee. 

18 When I said, My foot slippeth; thy mercy, O Loitn, 
held me up. 

10 In the multitude of my thoughts witliin me thy comforts 
delight my soul. 

20 Shall the throne, of iuiquity have fellowship with tlicc, 
which frameth miseliiof hy a Jaw ? 

21 They gather tliemscdves together against the soul of the 
righteous, and condemn the innocent blood. 

22 But the Loud is my defence ; and my God is the rock 
of my refuge. 

23 And he shall bring upon tliem their own iniquity, and 
sliall cut them off in their own wickedness ; the Loud 
our God shall cut them off. 

PSALM XCV. 

Praising God, 

^ COME, let us sing unto the Lord : let us make a joyful 
^ noise to the rock of our salvation. 

2 Let ns come before his presence with tlianksgiving, and 
make a joyful noise unto him with psalms, 
j 3 For the Loud is a great God, and a great King above all 
I gods. 

4 In his hand are the deep places of the earth : the strength 
of the hills is his also. 

6 The sea is his, and he made it ; and his hands formed the 
dry land, 

6 O come, let ns worship and bow down : let n.s kneel 
before the Loud our Maker. 

7 For he is our God ; and wc are the people of his pasture, 
and the sheep of his hand. To day if ye will hear liis voice, 

8 Harden not your heart, as iu tlie provocation, and as in 
the day of temptation in the wilderness : 

9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, aud saw my 
work. 

10 Forty years long was I grimed with this generation, and 
.'iaid, It is a people that do err in their heart, and they have 
not known my ways : 

11 Unto whom I sware in my wrath that they should not 
enter into my rest. 

11efl»ctioks upon Psalms XCIV., xcv.-— Evil-doers are God’s enemies, 
and their own enoraios. In proportion as they oppose God’s will do 
they accelerate their own ruin. While evil-doers oppose the saints 
of God, the saints have reason to rejoice; tliey have omnipotence 
upon their side, who will vindicate them against every unjust 
accusa^on, and deliver them from every ‘danger. Believers are 
sonstantly exposed to temptations and snares, but they arc infinitely 


indebted to the hand of mercy, ^ which they are preserved 0m 
falling in the evil day. In no instanco have believers ofver boim 
lield up and preserved from falling, but by the hand of gradious 
' omnipotence. How solemn the anticipations of the judgment* day t 
then God will pour out the vials of his wrath upon the head of all 
his impenitent enemies; then ‘"the wicked shall go awav into 
evtrlasting punishment, and the righteous into life eternal.’^ 0 
I what a contrast ! May we belong to the latter, and not unto the 
; former ! If we hope and desire to praise God with the ransomed 
millions in heaven, we must unite in praising him with the ransomed 
.s.iiuts on earth. Has God filled the cup of our lot with blessings, 
bus ho crowned us with mercies? then let us approach his throne 9I 
grace in the (dosot, in the family, and in the sanctuary, with thanks* 
giving aud praise ! ^ ^ 

FliAYEll. 

4 T the close of thy blessed day we desire, O Lord our God 
in Jesus^ name, to come into thy presence with thanks* 
giving. What reason have w e to express our adoring thanks- 
giving, that we have enjoyed another Sabbath-day, another 
(lay the harbinger, the emblem of an eternal day of glorious 
rest beyond the skies ! Praise to our God that our ears have 
beard the joyful sound; that sound which has gladdened the 
hearts of millions, and imparted to them a foretaste of th| 
joys of heaven. Tlianks to the Most High for all that assist- 
ance given to the ministers of truth, and ibr tlie heavenly trea- 
sure which has been put into the earthen vessel ; and we bless 
thcc above all for the saving benefit which has attended a 
preached Gospel in the accessions which have been made to 
the kingdom of Christ, by poor captives of sin and guilt being 
set at liberty, and the fetters of tlioir spiritual and legal slavery 
being burst asunder. 

We acknowledge thee, Father, Son, and Spirit, as a great 
God, and a great King above all gods. In thy hand are the 
deep places of the earth, and in thy hand arc the destinies of 
nations and of worlds. O Lord, we stand in awe of thy 
majesty. The strength of liills is tliino also. ITie sea is 
thine, for thou didst make it ; thy hands formed the dry land. 
Notwithstanding thy glorious majesty and might, wc look up 
to thee as our God and Father in Christ. O Lord, thou art 
our God, and wc are the people of tliy pasture and the sheep 
of thy'^ hand. 

We ackiiowU'dge thee, O Lord, as our helper. Thou art, O 
.lesns, a suilleicnt help ; thou art a help near at hand ; thou art 
ever w illing to afford thy help to those wlio lift up their hearts 
to thy throne in earnest supplication. Wc bless thee, Divine 
Saviour, that in many instances, when we were in the greatest 
danger of fulling into temptations, thou didst hold us up. 

Lordj preserve our dear children during the dangerous 
and slippery period of youthful years. Enable them to take 
Jesus for their guide ; then they shall be instructed to sing. 
When tny foot slipped^ thy mercy ^ 0 Lord^ held me up. 

O Lord, be our defence all our (lays. Be our defence from 
the corruption, pride, and vanity of our own hearts. Be oui 
defence from the snares of the w^orld. Be our defence from 
the fiery darts of the wicked one. Be our defence from the 
malevolence and the eunmng of ungodly men. When W€ 
come to encounter the storms of affliction, be the rock of our 
refuge. When we come to die, may we be delivered from all 
our fears, rejoicing that Jesus is the rock of our refuge. Lord, 
deliver us and the congregation with which we are connected, 
and all our beloved relatives, from hardness of heart. SuiSer 
us not to offend the holiness or provoke the displeasure of our 
God, or grieve his Holy Spirit God forbid that we should 
come short of the heavenly rest ! Through Jesus may We at 
last ai’rive at those peaceful mansions, where a nest i^mainetb 
fbr the people of God. In the name of Jesus we p^menli our 
evening sacrifice. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heavcu* ficc. ^ ^ 


THIETY-BIGHTH WBEK.—MONDAY MOENING, 


AFFttCTION lANCTXHBD, 

BtUh Av/rimla» FoOkUone* PortugaX, f . m. 

1 A MIDST these various soenes of ills^ 

^ Each stroke some kind design Mills ; 

And shall I murmiir at my God, 

When sovereign love directs the rod ? 

2 Peace, rebel thoughts! — I’ll not complain, 

My Father’s smiles susj^nd my pain ; 

Smiles that a thousand joys impart, 

And pour the balm that heals the smart. 

3 Though heaven afflicts, I’ll not repine, 

Each heart'folt comfort still is mine ; 

Comforts that shall o’er death prevail, 

And journey with me through the vale. 

Ct»'rroN. 

JOB VI. 

Job Juii^/les hia Complaint, 

UT Job answered and said, 

2 Oh that my grief were throughly weighed, and my 
calamity laid in the balances together ! 

8 For now it would be heavier tlian the sand of the sea : 
therefore my words are swallowed up. 

4 For the arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poison 
whereof drinketh up my spirit: the terrors of God do set 
themselves in array against me. 

5 Doth the wild ass bray when he hath gross ? or loweth 
the ox over his fodder? 

6 Can that which is unsavoury be eaten without salt ? or 
is there any taste in the white of an egg? 

7 The things that my soul refused to touch are as my 
sorrowful meat. 

8 Oh that I miglit have my request ; and that God would 
grant me the thing that I long for ! 

9 Even that it would please God to destroy mej that he 
would let loose his hand, and cut me oft' ! 

10 Then should I yet have comfort ; yea, I would harden 
myself in sorrow : let him not spare ; for I have not concealed 
the words of the Holy One. 

11 What is my strength, that I should hope? and what is 
mine end, that I should prolong my life ? 

12 Is my strength the stren^h of stones ? or is my flesh of 
brass ? 

18 Is not my help in me ? and is wisdom driven quite from 
me? 

14 To him that is afilicted pity should be shewed from his 
friend ; but he forsaketh the fear of the Almighty. 

16 My brethren have dealt deceitfully as a brook, and as 
the stream of brooks they pass away ; 

16 Which are blackish by reason of the ice, and wherein 
the snow is hid : 

17 What time they wax warm, they vanish : when it is hot, 
they are consumed out of their place. 

25 How forcible arc right words I but what doth your 
arguinr reprove? 

26 Do yc imagine to reprove words, and the speeches of 
one that is desperate, which are as wind ? 

27 Yea, ye overwhelm the fatherless, and yc dig a pit for 
your friend. 

28 Now therefore be content, look upon me; for it is 
evident unto you if I lie. 

.29 Eetum, I pray you, let it not be iniquity ; yea, return 
again, my righteousness is in it. 

80 Is there iniquity in my tongue? cannot my taste discern 
perverse things ? 

ExitJBCrnm trroir Job vi, — ^I f the sufierings of the saints are some- 
Utiim heavy, the burden pf Christ’s sufferings and sorrows was inff- 
aite. Unra the humanity had been held up by the almighty power 


of the Divinity, it never could have borne the enormous load of 
suffering and of wrath necessary to atone for human guilt If the 
fatherly chastisement which Job received was so sevoro, what must 
have been the judicial vengeance which Christ endured ! Animals 
by their natural instinct express their sense of hunger, thirst, pain, 
or pleasure : may we by the Spirit know our wants and necessities ; 
and by him may we bo taught to plead before a throne of grace for 
the merciful supply of all our wants, and for the relief of all our 
necessities! Job was earnest to obtain an answer to liis prayers: 
like him, may we possess the spirit of grace and supplication ; then 
wo will patiently wait, as loving children, for the answer of those 
prayers we present before our heavenly Father’s throne. 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD, our God and our guide, thou art the uncreated 
” and the eternal Jehovah, before whom all the kings of 
the earth, with their mighty armies, are only as grasshoppers. 
In thyself, thy blessedness, and thy government, thou art 
infinitely exalted above our highest thoughts. Thy works 
declare thy glory and thy majesty. Wc rejoice that thou 
hast given us a rich display of tliy goodness in the provision 
thou hast made for supplying the wants of every living thing. 
Thy holiness and justice shine in thy laws, thy truth shines 
in thy promises, and thy grace shines with pre-eminent lustre 
in the plan of salvation contrived for the recovery of our 
ruined race. 

Wc present our thanksgivings for the mercies of the past 
night, and for the continuance of many blessings, without 
which our existence here below would be intolerable and 
miserable. Let all our temporal comforts bo sanctified, may 
wc see a good and a gracious God in all hia blessings, and 
may they fill our hearts witli emotions of gratitude, love, 
aud praise. We look up unto thee our heavenly Father for 
tliy direction and blessing this day. In our temporal pursuits 
sufibr us not to offend thee, either ])y an unhalk)wed attach- 
ment to time’s objects, or by a cold indifference about the 
Divine and exalted realities of the heavenly world. Ever 
keep us in thy fear, and may impressions of thine omnipre- 
sence and of thine all-aeeing eye continue with us all our days. 

May thy Word wliieli we liavc now read be instrumental in 
solemnizing our thoughts, and may it teach us by thy Holy 
Spirit lessons of humility, wisdom, and experience. May the 
grief of Job remind us of the grief of Jesus. Blessed Saviour, 
thou wast a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. Thy 
grief was heavier than the sand of the sea. Give us grace to 
wonder that thy love to our ruined race did make thee wil- 
lingly submit that the arrows of the Almighty should enter 
within tliec, the poison whereof drank up thy spirit. Glory 
to thy name, that thou didst willingly submit to endure the 
severest suffering, that man should inherit eternal and un- 
fading joys; and that thou didst die, that they might live 
who deserved for ever to be tlie objects of thy vengeance, 

Teach our children daily to remember the love of Christ, so 
wonderfully manifested bf his sufferings and death, O that 
the remembrance of such love may warm their hearts, and the 
hearts of our servants, with love to Christ, 

Lord, preserve us from a sinful dependence on earthly 
I friends. May the instances in which we have found them 
! deal deceitfully as a brook, and the instances in which we 
have seen them pass away as a stream, produce on our own 
minds sanctifying and useful effects. If our earthly friends 
have resembled the snow and the ice which have melted 
before the sun, may wo rejoice that Jesus is an unchanmng, 
a tender-hearted, compassionate friend, who will never leave 
us, and who will never forsake us. 

Thou Hearer of prayer, listen to the voice of our supplica- 
tion, forgive our sins, and save our souls, for Jesus' saxe, 
whom thou hearest always. Amen. 





THIRTY-EIGHTH WBEK.--MOIJDAY EVENING. 


H‘ 


PITINE GL0EIK8 AND OBACIS. 

Iwrad* S^rmiiy, Oeorge*t, 

OW are thy glories here displayed ! 
Great God, how bright they shine, 

While at thy word we break the bread, 
And pour the flowing wine ! 

H Here thy revenging justice stands, 

And pleads its dreadM cause ; 

Here saving mercy spreads her hands, 
Like Jesus on the cross. 

Thy saints attend with every grace 
On this great sacrifice ; 

And love appears with cheerful face, 
And faith with fixed eyes. 

Dear Saviour, clmnge our faith to sight, 
Let sin for ever die ; 

Then shall our souls be all delight, 

And every tear be dry. 


G. M. 
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Watts, 25, B. IIL 




GALATIANS V. 

Wwlci nf the Flesh and Graces of the Spirit. 

I HAVE confidence in you through the Lord, tlint ye will 
be none otherwise minded : hut he that troubleth you 
•hall bear his judgment, w'hosoever he be. 

11 And 1, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do 
I yet suffer persecution? then is the oficncc of the cross 
ceased. 

12 1 would they were even cut off which trouble you. 

13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only 
use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve 
one another. 

14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this ; 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour ns thyself. 

15 But if ye bite aud devour one another, take heed that 
ye be not consumed one of another. 

16 7'his 1 say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall ‘not 
fulfil the lust of the flesh. 

17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh : and these are contrary the one to the 
other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 

18 But if ye he led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 
19 Now the ^vorks of the flesh are manifest, which arc 
these; Adultery, fornication, unclcanness, lasciviousness, 

20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, 
strife, seditions, heresies, 

21 Envyings, murders, druukeuncss, rcvellings, and such 
like : of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in 
time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit 
the kingdom of (lod. 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffer- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, 

28 Meekness, temperance : against such there is no law, 

24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with 
the affectioifs and lusts. 

25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit, 

26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoldng one 
another, envying one another. 


llfiiXBOTioKS UPON Gal. V.-— Erfonoous opinions arc a dangerous 
•pixituol pestilonco. They are to the souls of men firebrands, 
arrows, ahd^ death.*' Certainly, a great punishment awaits those 
who disseininate corrupted opinions, to the dishonour of God, to the 
hinderanco of the Gospel, and to the injury of the souls of men. 
Paul's voluutaify sufferings for Christ show his sincerity in the 
dootrinea be taught, and his ardent attachment to him whoae name 
ho bore. Many may profess Christ, but how few# lilMi Paul, will 


suffer for Christ. They who disturb the peace of dimxtim ^ 
themselves off from that blessing and promise of our Lord, ^'Bleoied 
are the peace^inakers, for they shall be called the bhildreii pt God**' 
May Divine grace incline our hearts ** to follow peaoe whh all men, 
and holiness, without which no man can see the Lord ! Have we 
the graces of the Spirit f Lot us breathe after an increase of moe, 
that wo may flourish like the palm-tree, and grow like the cedar of 
Lebanon. 


PBAYER. 

O LOED God of Israel, the Father of mercies, there is no 
god like thee, in heaven above or in earth l^neath, who 
keepest covenant and mercy with thy servants that walk before 
thee with all their hearts. We praise thee that we are encou- 
raged by thy great kindness and condescension to draw near 
to thy presence in Immanuel's name. As children seek the help 
and succour of their earthly parents, we are permitted in like 
manner to seek from thee, our Father who art in heaven, the 
blessings of thy grace. 

We thank our God for the mercies poured into the wp Qf 
our lot this day. Thou art he who givest us life, and health, 
and all things. Every moment we are furnished with some 
fresh occasion of praise aud thankfulness. 

May the preaching of the Gospel on the past Sabbath bo 
followed by the illuminating and saving power of the Spirit, 
Abundantly bless the labours of our beloved pastor. May he 
be upheld by the power of Divine grace, in answer to the 
fervent, affectionate, and believing prayers of his people. 
May he and all thy faithful ministers have reason to say to 
the congregations of their care, Our Gospel came unto you 
not in word only, but also in power, and m the Holy Ghost, 
and in much assurance. 

Give us the defence of thy Divine care this night, and 
prepare us for that heavenly state where the shades of night 
and the darkness of death shall bo for ever unknown. 

Animate us, Holy Spirit, with the delightful sentiments 
expressed in the word we have now read. Warm our hearts 
with Christian love. By love may we ever serve one another, 
aud may our hearts bo forcibly anocted with the declaration, 
The law is fulfilled in one word ; Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself. Let Christian love reign in all the families 
with which we are connected, and let it reign in all the 
churches. We would mourn over the enmity and all the 
other corruptions of our heart. We would mourn ovei 
the great absence of Christian love among those who are 
Christians by profession. As an evidence, O Lord, that thou 
art again visiting the churches, let brotherly love prevail. 

Preserve us as a family from all the works of the flesh. 
Suffer us not to live under the degrading influence pf bodily 
lusts, nor under the humiliating sway of mental passions. 

Preserxw our dear children from the works qf the flesh. 
By Divine grace may they be taught to flee yontlful lutis^ 
and be aitwng the happy number who cruefy the fle^h Wth 
the ejections and lusts. 

We would earnestly pray for the graces of the Spirit. En- 
rich our souls aud adorn our lives with love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, and temperance. Daily 
mav we admire those graces, daily may we seek thena, ima 
daily may we exercise them to the honour of God, to the 
welfare of our own souls, and for the comfort of others* May 
it be our privilege, our blessing, our honour, our deHffht* to 
walk in the Spirit, and to live in the Spirit; then wo 
not be desirous of vain glory — then we shall not be 
the number of those who provoke one another, and wfaoow 
one another. 

I -M' in Jau#* name, to 

I with the Father and S^t, be endleia tnmiae. 




THlttW.BlQHTH WSBK.— TKJBSDAY kORNlNQ. 


ldrl>OOJilBT 

JSMdm, Bahykn Angets Bpm, i. m. 

* t ^jtE Lord, the Judge, his churches warns, 

■*" Let hypocrites attend and fear, 

Who place their hope in rites and forms, 

But make not faith nor love their care. 

2 They watch to do their neighbours wrong, 

Yet dare to seek their Maker’s face ; 

They take his covenant on their tongue, 

But break his laws, abuse his grace. 

3 To heaven they lift their hands unclean, 

Defiled with lust, defiled with blood ; 

By night they practise every sin. 

By day their mouths draw near to God. 

Watts, Ps, .50, p. III. 

JOB VIII. 

Ttte Hypoci'itc^a Doom, 

^HEN answered Bildad the Shuhito, and said, 

A 2 How long wilt thou speak these things ? and how long 
shall the words of thy mouth be like a strong wind ? 

8 Doth God pervert judgment? or doth tlie Almighty 
pervert justice ? 

4 If thy children have sinned against him, and he have 
oast them away for their transgression ; 

5 If thou wouldest seek unto God betimes, and make thy 
supplication to the Almighty; 

6 If thou wert pure and upright; surely now he would 
awake for thee, and make the habitation of thy righteousness 
prosperous. 

7 Though thy beginning was small, yet tliy latter end 
should greatly increase. 

11 Can the rush grow up without mire? can the flag grow 
without water ? 

12 Whilst it is yet in Ids greenness, and not cut down, it 
withereth before any other herb. 

13 So are the patlis of all that forget God ; and the hypo- 
crite^s hope shall perish : 

14 Whose hope shall be cut ofi’, and whose trust shall be a 
spider’s web. 

15 lie shall lean upon his house, but it shall not stand : he 
shall hold it fast, but it shall not endure. 

16 He green before the sun, and his branch shooteth 
forth in his gardep. 

17 His roots are wrapped about the heap, and seeth the 
place of stones. 

18 If he destroy him from his place, then it shall deny 
nim, saying, I have not seen thee. 

19 Behold, this is the joy of his way, and out of the earth 
snail others grow. 

20 Behold, God will not cast away a perfect many neither 
will he hdp the evil doers ; 

21 Till he fill thy mouth with laughing, and thy lips M’itli 
rejoiciM. 

22 They that hate thee shall be clothed with shame ; and 
he dwelling place of the wicked shall come to nought. 

Ba^acTiOKS UPON Job viii. — The wisest sayings are perverted 
wheh heard by the ear of prejudice. How peculiarly becoming is 
Ohristian love f **It1hinketh not evil.” It traces holy actions to 
holy prmcl|)ies and holy motives, and refuses to consider that they 
iNttfortned for hypocritical purposes, or merely to servo selfish 
ends. 'Ood is assenually possessed of every perfection, and his 
mfttnl gov^meni foroiBhes a bright display of the moral attributes 
qI hte naitirs. la thousands of instances, afEiotions and bereave- 
neats are testhnoaies of God’s fatherly love, and not of his judicial 
displaaiUre. When parents are deprived by death of their ofispring, 
Uli^ahbujid mnamtW that they are more Christ’s property than 
th sr si their a^thn bn^rs no proportion to Chnst’s lovo, and 
fitnt ia aDAn At to th^ enrnert thqr have entered upon 


the Uessedness of immortality. The ohildren of Qod are adorned 
with purity, they are enriched with uprightness, and ho casts them 
into the furnace of afiliotion, that they may become morc pure, and 
that their graces may shine forth with all the brightness of noon- 
day, It is true of the believer, his beginning is small ; but when he 
reaches his heavenly homo, to what an astonishing incrooso of know- 
ledge, wisdom, and felicity ho shall have attained ! Here he is the 
tender plant, in heaven he is the full-grown tree. Here, he snows 
the feeble light of a star ; in heaven, he shines with the glory of 
a sun. 

PRAYER. 

O LOIID, thou art the merciful Jehovah, and by thy mercy 
thou hast shed the most blessed and glorious lustre over 
all thy perfections. Thine eye is ever open to see all the 
injuries thy people sustain from the hand of their enemies, 
and in thy due time thou wilt accomplish in their behalf a 
most complete deliverance. O Lord, who is like unto theOi 
who deliverest the poor from him that is too strong for him, 
yea, the poor and the needy from liim that spoileth him I 
We desire, O Lord, to feel humbled in thy presence, under 
a conviction that wc have siuned against thee; and great 
reason have wo to wonder that thou hast not cast us away for 
our transgression. We have often forgotten thee, O Lord; 
we have forgotten thy omnipresence, we have forgotten thy 
holiness and justice, and we have been most unmindful and 
insensible of thy goodness. W o have also reason to mourn 
over our formality in our religious services, and, alas I that in 
many instances our professions of piety have been accom- 
panied with the most culpable hypocrisy. Now we plead the 
merit of our Saviour’s blood, by which alone the guilt of these 
our sins can be washed away. And we supplicate the cleans- 
ing power of the Holy Spirit, by whom alone wc can ba 
adorned with the beauties of holiness. Wc lift up our eyes 
to thee for holiness. Sprinkle us with hyssop, and we shall 
be clean : wash thou us, and we shall bo whiter than the snow. 

Lord, extend thy great compassion to pious parents who 
arc afflicted with ungodly and perverse children, and who 
daily send their supplications to thy throne that they may 
not be for ever cast away in thy wrath. O remove from them 
the dark cloud of suffering and grief which hangs over them, 
and do thou send them relief, by plucking their graceless 
children os brands out of the burning, and making them 
monunieuta of thy saving mercy. 

Lord, awake slumbering hypocrites out of that lethargy 
which endangers their eternal peace. O show them the 
fallacy of their present hope — that it is a hope which must 
perish. Mercifully give us that hope which is a fruit of the 
Spirit, and deliver us from that false confidence which must 
be cut off, and from that trust which only proves a spider’s 
web, which can afford no defence from the raging storms of 
adversity and affliction. 

Look down with compassion on our offspring, and 0 give 
them the pearl of great price — an interest in Jesus, thine 
unspeakable gift. Never may our children prefer the profes^ 
sion before the reality of Divine grace. 

We thank our God that we have been preserved through 
the night, and that we have lived to see another day. This 
day may we walk with God ; may we walk in dependence on 
an arm of gracious ‘power, and may we walk under the direc- 
tion of thy wisdom, O Jesus, in whom are laid up all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

Have mercy on aged and afflicted travellers,, and give them 
an animating prospect of the King in his beauty, and of the 
land that is afar off. 

Hear our unworthy and imperfect prayers, for Jesus’ sake, 
to whom we ascribe gloty, honour, and praise, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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THIKTY.EIGHTH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING, 


GLORYING IN THE CROSS. 

VoUtkam, Ame, CwrtyU, i** 

1 OEDEEMER! whither should I flee, 

Or how escape the wrath to come ? 

The weary sinner flies to thee, 

Eor shelter from impending doom : 

, Smile on me, gracious Lord, and show 

Thyself the friend of sinners now ! 

2 Beneath the shadow of tliy cross 

Tlui heavy-laden soul finds rest ; 

1 would esteem the world but dross. 

So I might be of Christ possessed ! 

1 borrow every joy from thee, 

1 For thou art life and light to me. 

TOI LADY. 

(lALATIANS VI. 

Hxkortailons to Dutiet. 

TDRETIIKEN, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which 
are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meek- 
ness ; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 

2 Bear ye one anotheris burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ. 

3 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is 
nothing, he deceiveth himself. 

4 But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he 
have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. 

6 For eveiy man shall bear his own burden. 

6 Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto 
him that teacheth in all good things. 

”7 Be not deceived ; God is not mocked : for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap. 

8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of tlic flesh reap 
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting. 

9 And let us not be weary in well doing : for in due season 

we shall reap, if we faint not. , 

10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto 
all men, especially unto them who are of the houseliold of 
faith. 

11 Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with 
mine own hand. 

12 As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, 
they constrain you to be circumcised ; only lest they should 
Bufler persecution for the cross of Christ. 

18 For neither they tlicinselves who arc circumcised keep 
the law ; but desire to have you circumcised, that they may 
glory ill your flesh. 

14 But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto 
me, and I unto the world. 

15 For in Clirist Jesus neither circumcision availeth any 
thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature. 

16 And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be 
on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. 

17 From henceforth let no man trouble me : for I bear in 
my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. 

18 Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
your spirit. Amen. 

Reflections upon Gal. ti. — ^Fallon brethren and sistets in Christ 
need our pity, our forbearance, our counsel, and our prayers. Ex- 
pressions of anger may do them the greatest injury; while expres- 
sions of afleotion and tenderness may be of the greatest benefit, in 
awaking their idumbering graces, and in restoring them to that 
sphere of Christian usefulness from which they have been removed 
, for a season by the influence of temptation. Is Christian forbear- 
I anoe a grace? Then we may expect, while we continue in this 
I state of imporfeotion and frailty, numerous opportunitios will occur 
;* A24 


for the exorcise of this grace. As nothing has woh a teirfanoy to 
produce self-deception as pride, let R 

that we may bo dothed with humihty, and ^od those abaSii^ 
views of ourselves, which will prove the eimlted plaoe we ooeupy m 
Christ’s unmerited and boundless love. We oaanot ^ narrowly 
wtttch our own hearts; wo cannot too closely sorttrimao our own 
motives and ends ; wo cannot too earnestly ^lead wito God to aear^ 
us and try us. It is thus, by tbo Holy Spm^that we shall 
rapid progress in Divine and holy attainments, and flounsn like 
the palm- tree, and grow like the cedar in Lebanon, 




PRAYEH. 

M ost merciful and gracious Lord God, while there is 
none like thee in thy power and majesty, there is none 
like thee in tliy compassion and goodness. Thou, O Lord, 
art a God full of compassion, and gracious ; long suffering, 
and plenteous in mercy and truth. 

We humbly approach thy footstool in the name of our 
Divine Intercessor, whom thou hearest always. Behold, O 
Lord, our shield, and look upon the face ot thine anointed. 
Such is our vileness and guilt, that without a mediator our 
prayers never could ascend to thy throne, and our persons 
never could be acceptable in tliy sight. O ’be merciful to 
our unrighteousness ; our sins and our iniquities, remember 
them no more. Blessed Saviour, vfc are affected with the 
leprosy of sin; our disease is deeply rooted, and it has over- 
spread all the faculties, desires, and affections of our soul. If 
thou wilt, O Jesus, thou canst make us whole. Graciously 
say to us, in the exercise of thine almighty power, I will; be 
ye whole. 

We supplicate forgiveness of the sins of the past day, and 
pray that the mercies wc have received may excite repentance, 
love, thankfulness, and praise. We thank a prayer-hearing 
God that we are enabled, and we trust in some measure 
disposed, to draw near the throne of grace to present our 
evening prayer. Lord, enable us to present it in the 
exercise of a lively faith in thee, as willing to answer our 
requests through the atonement of the Lamb of God. Be 
our God and our guard this night. Refresh our bodies with 
sleep, and mei’cifully spare our lives to another day. May 
we love to live, tliat wc may glorify the living God, be more 
diligent in his service, and more useful to all around uSi but 
more especially to the Church of Christ. 

Give us grace to follow the wholesome counsels we have 
now read in the sacred volume. Give us that wisdom and 
compassion by which wef must endeavour most tenderly to 
recover a fallen brother. Let us not despise him when ho 
has fallen, but rather consider ourselves, lest we also be 
tempted. 

Suffer not our children to fall into temptation. By the 
guidance of early piety may they be preeerved from iempit^ 
lions, which will othei'wise prove overwhelming, 

O tcacli us witli Christian affection to bear one anotherii 
burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. Give us humility, 
and Bufler us not to think we are something, if we are nothing. 
Deliver us from self-deception, and may we never forget that 
God cannot be mocked. Convince the unconverted among 
us — if there be any such — that, if they sow to the flesh, they 
shall of the flesh reap corruption. O teach us all to sow to 
the Spirit, then of the Spirit we shall reap eternal life. 

As a family may we all glory in the cross of Cflirist. ' Teach 
us to glory in thy love, O Jesus, which brought thee to the 
accursed tree. Teach us to glory in the honour brought to 
the Divine perfections, and the salvation brought to ruined 
men, by thy sufferings and death on the acoursed tree. God 
forbid that we should glory, save in the cross of Jesus Gfarist. 
All we ask is for Jesus’ sake. And may the gr^ m# 
Lord Jesus Christ be with our spirit. Azoen. 


THIB?ry.BIGHTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY MOENINQ. 


PJSRFBCTIONB. 

/ W^mUk, PtfkrkL fimbridgt, c. m. 

1 1J OW shall I praise the etomol God, 

That inftnito Unknown? 

Who can ascend hU high abode, 

Or venture near his throne ? 

* 

2 The great Invisible ! he dwells 

Concealed in dazzling light ; 

But his all- searching e}'e revoals 
The seorots of the night. 

3 Those watchful eyes that never sloop 

Survey the world around ; 

His wisaom is a boundless deep, 

Where all our thoughts arc drowned. 

WATrs, /i II. 

JOB IX. 

Qod'B (jh*ecUifie»9 mid Jiutlcc, 

rpHEN Job answered and said, 

-^2 1 know it U so of a truth : but how should man be just 
with God ? 

8 If he will contend with him, he cannot answer him one 
of a thousand. 

4 He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength : who hath 
hardened himself against him, and hath })ro:^percd ? 

6 Which removeth the mountains, and they know not : 
which overturneth them in his anger. 

6 Which shaketh the earth out of her place, and the pillars 
thereof tremble. 

7 Which commandeth the sun, and it risetli not ; and 
sealeth up the stars. 

8 Which alone spreadeth out the heavens, and treadeth 
upon the waves of the sea. 

9 Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the 
chambers of the south. 

10 Which doeth great things post finding out; yea, and 
wonders without number. 

11 Lo, he goeth by me, and 1 see him not ; he passeth on 
also, but I perceive him not. 

12 Behold, he taketli away, wdio can hinder him ? who will 
•ay unto him, What doest thou? 

18 If God will not withdraw his anger, the proud helpers 
do stoop under him. 

14 How much less shall I answer him, and choose out my 
words to reason with him ? 

15 Whom, though 1 were righteous, yet would I not 
answer, but I would make supplication to my judge. 

16 If I had called, and he had answered me ; yet would 1 
not believe that he had hearkened unto my voice. 

17 Por he breaketh me with a tempest, and multiplieth 
jny wounds without cause. 

18 He will not suffer me to take ray breath, but fillcth me 
with bitterness. 

19 If I speak of strength, lo, he is strong : and if of judg- 
ment, who shall set mo a time to plead ? 

'20 If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me : 
\f I say, I am perfect, it shall also prove me perverse. 

21 Though I were perfect, yet would I not know my soul : 
I would despise my life. 

22 This is one thing, therefore I said it, He destroyeth the 
perfect and the wicked. 

28 If the scoui^ slay suddfenly, he will laugh at the trial 
of the innocent. 

24 The earth is given into the hand of the wicked ; he 
coveieth the fsoes of the judges thereof ; if not, where, and 
who is he? 

26 Now my days are swifter than a post : they flee away, 
tUqr see no good. 

26 They are paMed away as the swift ships ; as the eagle 
iiutt hasteth to the prey. 


liEFtKCTiOKs uroK JoB IX. — How vilo is man, when compared with 
a holy God! and if God were to enter into judgment with us, wo 
could not answer for one of a thousand of our transgressions. It is 
they only whom God has pardoned, accepted, and sauctified, who 
have just, deep, penitential, and humbling views of their personal 
sinAilness, helplessness, and unworthiness. This is a lesson never 
, learned while the soul remains in nature’s dtirkness. When the soul 
' is spiritually prosperous, and the graces of the spirit vigorous and 
active, it is then the believer has the most exulted views of God’s 
1 majesty, glory, and grace. When we view the omnipotence of God 
connected with his justice, how great the folly and madness of those 
appear, who live the open and avowed enemies of tho Most High I 
Their opposition must necessarily prove 11 ui most hopeless, and, 
without a regtmerating change, issue in their endless j)ordition. 
Infinitely blessed are those who can say, Wo have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Chiist.” 

PRAYER. 

E desire, O Lord, our merciful Father, to approach thy 

^ ^ throne with solemnity, and under a grateful impression 
of the mercies we have received during the paat night. We 
praise thee that we are in the land of the living, and that we 
arc now prostrate before thy gracious throne, where the 
blessings of salvation are dispensed. We acknowledge thee, 0 
Lord, as wise in heart, and mighty in strength. None ever 
hardened himself against thee and pro8j)ered. Mercifully 
impress this solemn and serious truth upon the minds of our 
graceless friends, who arc sunk in cold indifference, and, 
without the risings of an awakened conscience, are living in a 
state of ojiposition to tbc Divine Majesty, and in a course of 
rebellion against the Divine laws. We adore thee, O Lord, in 
thy great power. Thou removest tlie mountains, and they 
know not ; they arc overturned in thine anger. Thou dost 
shake the earth out of her place, and the pillars thereof tremble. 
Thou commandest the sun, and it riseth not ; thou scalest up 
the stars. Thy mighty hand did spread out the heavens, and 
thou treadest upon the waves of the sea. The glorious con- 
stellations of the sky are thy workmanship. But who can 
conceive the glory of thy works ? Ibr thou doest great things 
past finding out, and wonders without number. We rejoice 
that wc have heard of the greatest of thy wise contrivances — 
the plan of redemption; and wc rejoice that we have heard 
of the most wonderful of thy works— salvation through a 
Saviour’s blood. Adorable Saviour, thou dost appear more 
wonderful, working out salvation on the cross of Calvary, than 
calling worlds into existence at the commencement of the 
creation. O thou holy and righteous God, we acknowledge 
our uuworthiness Jind guilt. In ourselves wc cannot be just 
before God. Surely, if thou wert to contend with us, we 
could not auswer thee one of a thousand. Lord, teach us often 
to take a review of our sinfulness, and in the exercise of 
genuine repentance, may we be humbled in the dust in the 
presence of a heart-searching God, because of the sins of our 
heart, and the errors of our lives. 

Sanctify all our past afflictions ; and in the afflictions that 
await us, may we never be left to arraign the wisdom, the 
justice, or the mercy of our God. 

Let the minds of our children be impressed with the uncer- 
tainty, the shortness, and the swiftness of time. Convince 
them that, though they are young, their days are swifter than 
a post. May they not calculate on length of days, and may 
they be taught by grace to lay up treasures for eternity. 

Bless our aged friends ; and, while they find that their days 
are passed away as the swift ships, and as the eagle that 
hasteth to the prey, may their hopes of heaven be firmly fixed 
on Jesus, the unchanging rock. 

Assist us, 0 Lord, in all the duties of the day, hear our 
prayers, and forgive us our sins, for Immanuel’s sake, oar 
Intercessor and Saviour. Amen. 



THIRTY-BIGHTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY 


SAINT! BELOTBD IN CHRIST. 

Oswettry, Peru, Bramcoaie, m . 

1 TB8U8, we bless thy Father’s nume ; 

Thy God and ours are both the same ; 

What heavenly blessings from his throne 
Flow down to sinners through his Sou ! 

2 Christ be my first elect, he said, 

Then chose our souls in Christ our Head, 

Before ho gave the mountains birth, 

Or laid foundations for the earth. 

3 Thus did eternal love begin 

To raise us up from death and sin ; 

Our characters were then decreed, 

Blameless in love, a holy seed. Watts, 54, B. 1. 

EPHESIANS I. 

The Grace of God. 

"DLESSED be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly placen in Christ : 

4 According ns he hath chosen us in him before the foun- 
dation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before him in love ; 

5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by 
Jesus Christ to himself^ according to tlie good pleasure of his 
will, 

6 To the praise of the glory of liia grace, wherein he hath 
made us accepted in the beloved. 

7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace ; 

8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us iu all wisdom and 
prudence ; 

9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, 
acoordiug to his good pleasure which lie hath purposed iu 
himself: 

10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might 
gather together in one all tilings in (Christ, both which arc» in 
heaven, and which are on earth ; even iu him : 

11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being 
predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own will : 

12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first 
trusted in Christ. 

18 In whom ye also hasted, after that ye heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that 
yo believed, ye were scaled with that holy Spirit of promise, 

14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his 
glory. 

15 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the 
Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, 

16 Ceaae not to give thanks for you, making mention of 
you in my prayers ; 

17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation 
in the knowledge of him : 

18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened ; that 
ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the 
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 

19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to 
us- ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty 
power, 

20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from 
the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly 
places, 

21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this 
worlds but aliO in that which is to come : 

m 


22 And hath put all things under his and gave ie 
be the head over all things to the churoh, 

23 Which is his body, the fhlnesa of him that dUeth att m 

aU. 

Beflkctioks upon Epujss. i. — A re the blessings of solvatioii oum^ 
then the God of salvation infinitely deserves our love, our thanks- 
giving, and our praise. What a delightful subject of contemplation 
are the decrees of God to the believer I who can, on the one hand, 

I read his name in the Lamb’s book of life, and, on the othw, ^ re^ 

I his title clear to mansions in the sky.” May the Holy Spirit inspire 
US with that faith by wdiich wo shall enjoy this glorious discovery, 
and cx})oricnce this holy delight. What a rich and overflowing 
Fountain is Christ I from him the river of salvation flows — consisting 
of innumerable streams of blessings — “which make glad the city 
of God, even the holy place of tabernacles of the Most High.” Is 
Jesus, as the Surety of his Church, the great depository of wisdom 
and knowledge ? May we be enlightened by the bright beams of, 
that knowledge, and irradiated by the bright rays of that wisdotn 
which emanates from him alone — the glorioiMj Sun of righteousness 
and of grace ! 

PRAYER. 

O UR creating, our preserving, and our redeeming God, we 
adore thee as the God of grace. God the Father, we 
adore thee as a God of grace. Thou art a gracious God, and 
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness. God the Son, 
thou art a God of grace : thou art full of grace and truth. O 
that each member of this family could sing, in the exercise of 
a lively, vigorous faith, Out of thy fulness liave we all received, 
and grace for grace. God the Holy Ghost, we adore thee as 
a God of grace : thou, art the Spirit of grace and supplication. 
Glory to God in the highest, that the Triune Jehovah is held 
up before us iu the everlasting Gospel, shining in all the love* 
liuess of mercy and grace. 

We present oui’selves before a throne of grace, filled by a 
God of grace, to present our evening sacrifice. O Lord, we 
offer up a sacrifice of thanksgiving for the food, the raiment, 
the health, tlie reason, and all the temporal and spiritual, 
personal and social blessings we have this day enjoyed. Lord, 
forgive the sins of the day. We desire to repose with confi- 
dence on thy goodness this night. In our defenceless state 
upon our beds may wo be surrounded by thy special care. 

While our dear children are enjoying the health, the spright-^ 
liness^ and vivacity of early day, O may they remember that 
the days of affliction will come, and may they flee to Jesus now, 
who is willing to comfort them in all their afflictions, and in 
due time to convey them to the enjoyments of heavep. 

Lord, we come to thee as a family, and we would now 
earnestly pray that all of us may be put in possession of 
converting grace, Ijord, save us. O that we could sing 
together on earth, and after death in heaven, that song which 
the Apostle and the believing Ephesians sung : Blessed be the 
God and Fatiicr of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ. 
Give us faitli to receive and rest on Jesus as he is offered to 
us in the Gospel ; then shall we see that we have been chosen 
in Christ before the foundation of the world, according to the 
good pleasure of thy will, to the praise of the glory of thy graee. 

Eternal praises to our God that there is redemption, and 
that the chief of sinners arc encouraged to seek redempiioti 
through the blood of Clirist, even the forgiveness of siiiis, 
according to the riches of his grace. 

We thank thee for the work of the Spirit in ' tlio lieaifte 
of thy people, which is the blessed earnest the heaveid^ 
inheritance. We humbly ask this earnest, and that we totstf 
be sealed by the Holy Spirit 

May our prayers and our persons be aeoepMd throvgb 
Christ the beloved, and the chiefeit among km ^htfdtilbAr 
Amen. 



MORNING. 


^ ixVXNm AND XKC0MPRlBH|IK91Bl<li* 
8tr(tnitff* MarykAmi^ Cka/i-mwik, 

I DHALL fooliahi weak, short-sighted man 
^ Beyond arohangels go, 

Tl^e gtmt Almighty Gt^ explain, 

Or to perfection know ? 

B His attributes divinely soar 
Above the creatures’ sight, 

The prostrate seraphim adore 
The glorious Iniimte. 

8 Jehovah’s everlasting days. 

They cannot numbered fx*, 
Incomprehensible the spacer 


Of thine immensity. 


C. WlCSLRT. 


truo the saying of the Apostle : ** He that oifondeth not in word 
is a perfect man I Wsdom is the most precious, the most useftil 
jewel. May it be the object of our love and of our choice! May 
we seek after it, even with greater intensity and eumestnoss than 
the covetous man seeks after his treasures of siUer and of gold. 
Jesus is the depository of this jewel, and if we ask it, he will 
mercifully bestow it. 


PRAYER. 


JOB XI. 

Ood incomprcheruible. 

npHEN answered Zophar the Naamathitc, and said, 

^ 2 Should not the multitude of words be ansuTred? and 
should a man full of talk be justified ? 

8 Should thy lies make men hold their peace ? and when 
thou meekest, shall no man make thee ashamed ? 

4 For thou hast said, My doctrine is pure, and I am clean 
in thine eyes. 

5 But oh that God would speak, and open his lips against 
thee ; 

6 And that he would shew thee the secrets of wisdom, that 
ihet/ are double to that which is ! Know tlierefore that God 
exacteth of thee less than thine iniquity deserveth, 

7 Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find 
out the Almighty unto perfection? 

8 It is BA high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than 
hell ; what canst thou know ? 

9 The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and broader 
than the sea. 

10 If ho cut off, and shut up, or gather together, then who 
can hinder him ? 

11 For he kuowctli vain men: he seeth wickedness also; 
will he not then consider it? 

12 For vain man would be wise, though man be born Vilce 
a wild ass^s colt. 

13 If thou prepare thine heart, and stretch out thine hands 
toward him ; 

14 If iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away, and let 
not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles. 

16 For then shalt thou lift up thy face Avithout spot; yea, 
thou shalt be stedfast, and shalt not fear : 

16 Because thou shalt forget thy misery, and remember it 
as waters that pass away : 

17 And thine age shall be clearer than the noon-day ; thou 
shalt shine forth, thou shalt be as the morning. 

Apd thou shalt be secure, because tlicrc is hope ; yea, 
thou sWt dig about thee, and thou shalt take thy rest in 

safety. 

19 Also thou shalt lie down, and none shall make thee 
afetidj yea, many ahall make suit unto thee. 

90 But 1^6 eyes of the wicked shall fail, and they shall not 
WApB* ftnd their hope shall be as the giving up of the ghost. 


RaWiaOTlOirs upow Job xi. — Lot us take warning from Zophar, to 
guai4 a^inst an nnohoritable spirit, which never fails to obscure tlic 
luntro or tha graces ; which stren^hens the moral maladies of the 
heartf alto makes the most sinful application of truth the most 
saoced and Suable. It should bp our constant care, both in the 
Wl^d and inthe Ohurobi that our words be few, well ordered, ever 
aaiimsod w salt of graoe, and directed to the great object of 
glbry and the jpiritual walfere of ourselvot and others. How 


Thine attributes never can be comprehended, even by the most 
exalted and intelligent beings who minister before thy heavenly 
throne. Thy days are everlasting, and cannot be numbered, 
and thy nature fills the immensity of space. The line of 
human or angelic understanding can never sound the wonder- 
ful depths of thy ])iirpo8es or thy wisdom. Who can by 
searching find out God? who can find out the Almighty unto 
perfection? It is high as heaven; what can we do? it is 
deeper than hell; what can we know? The measure thereof 
is longer than the earth, and broader than the sea. Impress 
us, O Lord, with a sense of thy glory. In the presence of 
such boundless majesty, wo desire to be affected with a sense 
of our own insignificance ; and before the lustre of thy holi- 
ness, we desire to mourn over the vileness and depravity of 
our nature. 

Truly, O Lord, thou hast not dealt with us as our iniquities 
deserved. In all the afflictions which have befallen us, even if 
they had been tenfold more severe, wc should still have reason 
to acknowledge, witli gratitude and praise, God hath exacted 
of us less than our iniquities deserved. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, thy great and irresistible power. 
When thou stretehest forth the hand of thy vengeance, thy 
mightiest foes are compelled to trenii)lc. If thou dost cut oft^ 
or shut up, or gather together, then who can hinder thee ? 
When thy wrath is kindled but for a little, blessed arc all 
they Avho put their trust in thee. 

Lord, impress the wicked, and particularly our ungodly 
relatives, with the solemn truth, that a God of holiness and 
justice is the witness of all their purposes, their words, and 
their actions. Thou knowest vain man ; thou secst his wicked- 
ness also, and thou Avilt consider it. 

May our dear children he humbled by the thought, that they 
are born like the ivild ass^s colt ; yea, that folly is bound up in 
their hearts. Lord, give them wisdom. We thank thee thou 
hast given them reason ; in addition, give f hem and our servants 
thy grace. 

liumble all of us deeply under the thought, that we are 
born in such circumstances of degradation as to resemble 
the Avild ass’s colt. We rejoice that through Christ we may 
be raised up from the degradation of folly and sin, to the 
blessed lieiglits of holiness and AA'isdom. Lord, prepare our 
hearts, that they may love and honour thee. And give us 
grace, in earnest and believing prayer, to stretch out our 
hands to God. 0 teach us to put the iniquity of our lives 
far away, and may we not suffer wickedness to dwell in our 
tabernacle. May our hearts be holy temples, and may our 
habitations be a Bethel, the holy, consecrated residence of 
the Lord our Ood. 0 prepare us for the heavenly world, 
where we shall lift up our face without spot or wrinkle, or 
any such thing; where Ave shall shine forth, and be as the 
morning. 

We thank a kind Providence for the mercies of the night, 
and may we live aud act this day under the direction and 
smiles of a new-coveuant Ood. 

Lord, hear our prayers and forgive our sins, for Jesus’ sake, 
who is worthy to receive power and riches and strength. 


THIETY-EIGHTH WEEK THUBSDAY BVENIKG. 


NOT OF WORE8. 

SbeMiier, ffdiMtone, Mitcham* p* m. 

1 ^UACE, triumphant on tho throne, 

^ Scorns a rival, reigns alone ! 

Come, and bow beneath her sway, 

Oast your idol-works away. 

Works of man, when made his plea, 

Never shall accepted be ; 

Fruits of pride (vain-glorious worm !) 

Are the best he can perform. 

2 Seif, the god his soul adores, 

Iiillucnoes all his powers ; 

Jesus is a sligliled name, 

Seli'-advaneement all his aim : 

But M’hen God the Judge shall come, 

To pronounce the final doom. 

Then for rocks and hills to hide. 

All his works and all his pride ! Cowpwi. 

^ EPHESIANS II. 

Salvation hy Grace, 

A ND you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins j 

2 Wherein in time past yc walked according to the course 
of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience : 

3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times 
past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh 
and of the mind ; and were by nature the children of wratli, 
even as others. 

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love where- 
with he loved us, 

6 Even wlien we were dead in sins, hath quickened us 
together with Christ, (l)y grace ye arc saved ;) 

6 And hatli raised us up together, and made us sit together 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus : 

7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding 
riches* of his grace in his kindness toward us through , Christ 
Jesus. 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith ; and that not of 
yourselves : it is the gift of God : 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in (Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in tiiem. 

11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles 
in the flesh, who are called IJncircumcision hy that which is 
called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands ; 

12 That at tliat time yc were without Christ, being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the 
covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the 
world : 

18 But now in Christ JesuS, yo who sometimes were far off* 
are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 

14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath 
broken down the middle wall of partition hetiveen us ; 

18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto 
the Father. 

19 Now therefore ye a e no more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow-citizens with thj saints, and of the household of God ; 

20 And are built upoi . the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ h'mself being the chief corner stone; 

21 In whom all the building fitly framed together growctli 
unto an holy temple in the Lord : 

22 In whom yc also arc builded together for an habitation 
of God through the Spirit. 

EinrxxmoKfl ttpov Eraies. ii. — Tho first Adam has left us a legacy 
of death, temporal, spiritual, and otcrnal ! If we fiee for refuge to 
Christ, the second Adam, he will confer upcm uo a legacy of i^iritaal 


and eternal life ; and in the morning of the resnmotiim he irfllTaise 
our lifeless bodies to the possession of immortality, and liken them 
to his own glorious body. Unspeakably Messed is the change which 
takes place in the moment of conversion. He who was running the 
downward course to the world of misery and despair, now berina 
the upward course which leads to heaven and its endless joys. It is 
humbling and profitable to tho child of God to remember, and thaf 
frequently, what he once was, and to think with thankfulneBS and 
praise on what he now’ is. He con say, Once I was dead, now I 
; am alive; once I was the child of Satan, bound for heU; now I 
: am the child of God, and bound for heaven. “ 0 to grace how 
i great a debtor !’* 

I PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, we come before thee as a family this 
evening, because thou art a God of boundless eompasaiou 
and grace. We are unworthy, but thou art gracious to the 
unworthy. Divine Saviour, ^ve us an interest in thy right- 
eousness and intercession, while we present our supplications 
before a prayer-hearing God. Holy Spirit, give us the benefit 
of thy blessed influences in our present approach to the Lord 
our God; then shall we draw near in the exercise of holy 
sincerity, deep humility, and lively faith. In the exercise of 
thy grace, O Lord, thou art a sovereign. Thou hast said, I 
will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have 
rn(jrcy on whom I will liave mercy. We bless thee that thou 
hast given some of the most illustrious instances of thy gra- 
cious sovereignty, in changing the hearts of the very vilest 
of the children of men, and making them the objects of thy 
saving love. 

Bless to us the Word of inspired wisdom yve have now read. 
We thank God for the faithful account there given of man's 
depravity as a fallen being, and the encouraging description of 
man's state as restored to God's favour, image, and fellowship. 

O Lord, \vc would with humility acknowledge the degraded 
and wretched circumstances of man ns living without thee. 
We confess that by nature we were dead in trespasses and 
sins; that in time past wo walked according to the course 
of this world, according to the dictates of the prince of the 
power of the air, and not according to the spirit of Christ. 
We confess, O Lord, that we had our conversation in times 
jiast in the lusts of the flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh 
and of the mind ; and that l)y nature we were children of 
wrath, even as others. 

Lord, im/)re,^s or/r beloved children with the melancholy 
truth, that they arc hy nature children of wrath, 0 by 
grace, hy a new and divine birth, make them children y 
God, 

We also acknowledge that in our natural state we were 
without Christ, having no interest in his merit, and having no 
interest in his spirit. We were aliens from the commonwealth 
of Israel thy spiritual Church, we were strangers from the 
covenants of promise, we were without God, and we were 
without hope in the world. 

If any of us have been delivered from this state, we ascribe 
to a God of love and mercy, glory, honour, and pmse. 
Through Jesus may we be raised from the grave of a spiritual 
state, and at last may we be elevated to those heavenly man- 
sions where Jesus dwells in all the splendour of his uncreated 
and mediatorial glory. We pray for all our relatives and 
friends who are still far from Gm. Let them be no more 
strangers and foreigners ; make them feUow-citisens with IAm 
saints; and may they form a part of that Churdi of which 
Jesus is the foundation-stone. We thank onr God^'for the 
mercies of the day, and we would bdievingly commit our- 
selves, 0 gracious Father, to thy care this night, Graotoudy 
hear our prayers and forgive our sins, for the s«he of Jesus 
I Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


TOIRrY-BlOBTH WESR^yEIDAY MOENIN&. 


W3lb*B aaSAHKBSS ANB KAN’s MBANNES8. 

JS^tamL PMbury, SUvling. l . k . 

1 VIBS weak mhabitanta of olay^ 

-*■ Ye trifling insects of a day, 

Low in your native dust bow down 
Before the EtemaVs awful throne 

2 With trembling heart, with solemn oyo 
Behold Jehoy(£ seated high ; 

And search what worthy sacrifice 
Your hands can give, your thoughts devise. 

3 Loud let ten thousand trumpets sound, 

And call remotest nations round, 

Assembled on the crowded plains, 

Princes and people, kings and swains. 

4 The drop that from the bucket falls, 

The dust that hongs upon the scales, 

Is more to sky, and earth, and sea, 

Than all this pomp, 0 God, to thee. Do:»diui>gb. 

JOB XII. 

Ood*a Power and WUdom. 

A ND Job answered and said, 

2 No doubt but ye are the people^ and wisdom shall die 
with you. 

8 But I have understanding as well as you; I am not in- 
ferior to you : yea, who knoweth not such things as these ? 

4 I am as one mocked of his neighbour, who calleth upon 
God, and he answereth him : the just upright man is lauglied 
to scorn. 

5 He that is ready to slip with his feet is as a lamp despised 
in the thought of him that is at ease. 

6 The tabernacles of robbers prosper, and they that provoke 
God are secure ; into whose hand God bringetli abundantly, 

7 But ask now the beasts, and they shall teach thee ; and 
the fowls of the air, and they shall tell thee : 

8 Or speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee : and the 
fishes of the sea shall declare 'unto thee. 

9 Who knoweth not in all these that the hand of the Lord 
hath wrought this ? 

10 In whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and the 
breath of all mankind. 

11 Doth not the ear try words? and the mouth taste his 
meat? 

12 With the ancient is wisdom; and in length of days 
understanding. 

18 With him is wisdom and strength, he hath counsel and 
understanding. 

14 Behold, he breaketh down, and it cannot be built again ; 
he shutteth up a man, and there can be no opening. 

16 Behold, he withholdeth the waters, and they dry up : 
also he sendeth them out, and they overturn the earth. 

16 With him is strength and wisdom : the deceived and tho 
deceiver are his. 

17 He leadeth counsellors away spoiled, and maketh tho 
judges fools. 

18 He looseth the bond of kings, and girdeth their loins 
with A girdle. 

19 He leadeth princes away spoiled, and overthroweth the 
xoighty, 

20 He removeth away the speech of the trusty, and taketh 
away the understanding of the aged. 

21 He Mureth contempt upon princes, and weakeneth the 
eti^eugth of the mighty. 

EatfiBaTiOBS trpoir Job xjj . — ^Pride is on abomination to the Lord. 
It eatidUed angels from heaven and man from Paradise. It is a 
moral midady) which covers the soul with spiritual deformity, and 
renders it ijeouliarly loathsome in the eyes of a holy God. May God, 
by his gracious Spirit, preserve us from this most dangerous disease, 


I and may we ever exemplify the humility of tho genuine followois of 
the Lamb, ** esteeming each other better Hian ourselves!” As 
outward adversity, in itself, is no proof of God’s wrath, outward 
prosperity is often no proof of his love. Does the sun of prosperity 
sometimes shine with great brightness and long continuance on tho 
enemies of God ? This bright day, if mercy prevent not, shall be 
followed by a dreary night of endless darkness and woo ! Are wo 
thirsting after wisdom ? Are we in any meas.ure apt to learn and 
receive instruction ? Then creotures animate and inanimate shall 
become our teachers. These proclaim God an omnipotent and wiscj 
Creator; these proclaim God in liis providence holy, benevolent, and 
kind. 


! PEAYEB. 

^ LORD our God, thou art the great Omnipotent, who 
^ created all things. When we behold the earth with all 
its inhabitants, every thing proclaims, The Lord hath wrought 
this. When wc look up to the heavens, every sparkling star 
proclaims, The Lord hath wrought this. O, through Christ, 
accomplish in us a new creation. May our minds experience 
that blessed change, tlirough regenerating grace, by which our 
souls shall ever appear lovely in the eye of God. 

We adore thee, O Lord, as the source of life. In thy hand 
is the soul of every living thing, and the breath of all man- 
kind. O breathe upon us the Holy Spirit, and impart to each 
of us that spiritual life which will be followed by a life of 
immortality beyond the skies. Thou, O Lord, art the ancient 
One, with whom there is wisdom ; and thou art the fountain 
of all that wisdom which is communicated to angels und 
men. Lord Jesus, give each of us saving wisdom — that 
wisdom by which wc shall know God as the God of salvation 
— that wisdom by which we shall act the wise part of com- 
mitting our souls to the hand of Christ, who is a faithful 
Redeemer. 

Wc adore thee, O Lord, in the almighty and irresistible 
control thou dost exercise over all beings and events. May 
a sacred solemnity fill our minds when wc think of thine 
awful sovereignty, and of thine absolute dominion. Thou 
breakest down, and it cannot be built up again ; and when 
thou shuttest up a man in thy providence, there can be no 
opening. 

O God of salvation, suffer not our dear children to remain 
shut up in the grave of a natural state. Praise to God, it is a 
grave that may be opened. Say to them, by thy mighty power, 
Come forth ! 

Have mercy, on the hardened, impenitent, and profane, and 
particularly on such as are related to us by the ties of nature 
and blood. Stop them, gracious Saviour, in their course of 
guilt, and allow them to go no farther in a road which 
inevitably leads to the dark chambers of everlasting perdition. 
Teach them to think of the unutterable miseries of the state 
of the lost, who are shut up in the prison of God^s justice, 
where there is no opening. 

We acknowledge, mighty Saviour, thine infinite superiority 
to the kings of the earth, in wisdom, power, and dominion. 
O teach earthly kiugs and ’ dependence upon thee, 

and that they are respoiiwiblo ...iec r the use they make of 
that authority %.ith which they are entrusted. 0 with what 
ease thou i^anst punish, with what case thou hast punished 
wicked kings ! Thou leadest princes away spoiled, and over- 
thi^est the mighty. Thou pourcst contempt upon princes, 
and thou dost weaken the strength of the mighty. O teach 
our rulers to stand in awe of thee, and sin not ! 

We thank thee, most gracious God, for thy kindness during 
the past and we implore the guidance and protection of 
thy grace this day. Lord, hear, answer, and forgive, for 
Jesus^ sake, in whom are laid up all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge. Amen, 

.S Y 320 
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THIBW-BIGHTH WBEX.— FEtDAY HVENING. 


CHRlST^i LOVl IH TBS BKART. 

LuUon, Oo¥>eher, * Judt^*, £(Uon, t. ii« 

1 jOOME, dearest Lord, descend and dwell 
^ By faith and love in every breast ; 

Then shall wo know, and taste, and feel 
The joys that cannot bo cxprest. 

2 Como lili our hearts with inward strength, 

Make our enlarged souls possess, 

And learn the height, and breadth, and length 
Of thine unmeasurable grace. 

3 Kow to the God whose power can do 
More than oui* thoughts or wishes know. 

Be everlasting honours done 
By all the church, through Christ his Bou. 

Watts, 135, B. 7. 

EPHESIANS III. 

Oospel and the Lwt of CkruU 

T^OR this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you 
Gentiles, 

2 (If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God 
which is given me to yon-ward : 

3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the 
mystery ; as I wrote afbrc in few words, 

4 Whereby, w'hou ye read, ye may understand my know- 
ledge in the mystery of Christ) 

5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons 
of men, us it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and pro- 
phets by the Spirit ; 

6 ‘That the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same 

partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel : 

7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of 
the grace of God given unto me by the ctfeetual working of 
Ins power. 

8 Unto me, who less than the least of all saints, is this 
grace given, that 1 should preach among the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ ; 

9 And to make all men see what is the fellowshio of the 
mystery, which from the beginning of the world liath been hid 
in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ : 

10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and 
powem in heavenly places might be known by the church the 
manifold wisdom of God, 

11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in 

Christ Jesus our Lord : ^ 

12 In whom we have boldness and access with confidence 
by the faith of him. 

18 Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations 
tor you, which is your glory. 

14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

1 ft family in heaven and earth is named, 

16 lhat he would grant you, according to the riches of his 

glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner 
man ; 

17" That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith: that ye, 
being rooted and grounded in love, ^ 

1 comprehend with aU saints what it the 

breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 

19 And to kiiow the love of Christ, which passeth know- 

0*5?’ XT * ^ the fulness of God 

^ Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly 

WOTkrthin *<> the power that 

21 Unto him be glory in the dmreh by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end. Atn4 . 


while k Ida oonflnaneB^ he was insp^ ie wtiita h^tan fii 
which multitudes have been made nuritually wi ItAlnB ofaMm 
the glorious liberty of the sons of God. Kimsters of Ros ' 
upon a blessed and sublime embassy, and are ooiMoanded to 
a commission of mercy, on which depends tlm ^xry of God, ^ 
interests of Zion, and &e salvation of myriads. How striking 
d(’claratiou of the Apostle, ^'We then, as ambassadors ficom God,^ 
beseech you in Christ’s stead, be ve reconciled to God!*’ Hoir 
thankful we should feel that we are bom amid the bright beams of 
the Gospel-dispensation. Under the law the great mystery of salva* 
tion was enveloped in comporitive obscurity. That period was only 
the morning dawn of the Church. Then believers saw through a 
glass darkly ; now we see face to face. Glory to God I 


At 

% 


O' 


Bxnaonoiw took Bphm. ni.--How mirterioue and wise the 
nnwg^ti of providence ! Paul was o piKmer aTio^ ul 


PRAYER. 

|UR God and our Father in Christ, we adore thee in those 
rich displays of thy wisdom, power, and goodness, which 
appear in the works of creation, the visible universe around 
us. But we more especially praise thee for those richer mani- 
festations of thy wisdom, power, and goodness which shine in 
the great work of redemption through our Saviour^s blood. 
As a family wc thank thee for all those temporal, sooial, and 
earthly comforts we are permitted to enjoy; but we would 
more especially thank our God for the mystery of the Gospel, 
which was hid in God before the foundation of the world. We 
Avould thank thee, God of grace, for the Gospel, which is the 
word of thy grace, and which is able by thy quickening and 
promised spirit to build us up, and to give us an invaluable 
inheritance among them who are sanctified. Glory to God on 
high, that the grace of God, which bringeth salvation, hatl^ 
appeared unto all men. Holy Ghost, may we be enabled ix) 
show to thy Church, and to all around, that we have not 
received the Gospel of thy grace in vain. 0 that we may 
show, and that abundantly, the living, sanctifying effects of 
the Gospel on our hearts and lives. May we practically deny 
all ungodliness and worldly lusts, and live soberly, righteously, 
and godly in this present world, looking for the blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearance of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

Forgive the sins we have committed this day, and may we 
earnestly desire that we may be the inhabitants of that holy 
heaven where sin’s polluting stain shall never appear to 
deface the beauty of the glorified immortals. Graciously 
afford us this night the care and the protection of thy provi* 
dential wings. O that we could say every evening, wh^ 
retiring to rest, We know'in whom we have believed, a n d are 
persuaded that he is able to keep that which we have com- 
mitted tp him against that day. 

Wc thank God that the Gospel is preached imto the 
Gentiles, and that St. Paul was especially appointed to be the 
apostle of the Gentiles. Glory to our God for the numerous 
churches which were ])lanted among Gentile nations, and 
the vast multitudes of Gentiles who were converted to Jesus 
through his instrumentality. O hasten the day when all 

nations shall hear of the unsearchable riches of Christ 

when all nations shall be astonished at the love of ChxisL 
which passeth knowledge. 

Open the eyes of our children to see the wonders of thy bw* 

U Jesus. May they and our domestics see greater glory in 1% 
person than in the sun ; and greater wonders in thy Um than 
%n all the universe beside. 

May all of iw savingly know the love of C^riat. 
pasMth knowledge. May we evor admire tiie lieightp'4 ^ 
depth, the length, and the breadth of the love of Chriat. ■ We 
pr^nt our prayer in Jeaaa' name. Now to him iiuit'k 
to do exceedum abundantly above all that we 

m^A “. Chriat Jeaua, throtu^iOOt iS 

world without end. Amefi, ^ • 









miMm^EWtum wiEK*^i?uaa>AY moehing. 


tr^TINO lOR DEATR AND GliOEY. 
ilwtiqr ipdham. Firth'i. 

1 UCDE me in my Sayionr’e grave 

Till thy wrath ia all overpast; 
Kow appoint a time to save, 

Think on me for good at last ; 
Brought out of thy secret place, 

Pure m heart, to aeo thy face. 

2 For this only thing 1 wait, 

Wait with fervent, patient hope, 
liaised to an eternal state 
I shall after God wake up, 

Glorious in thine imago shine. 

Pilled with life and love divine. 


P. K. 


C. Wkslkv. 


JOB XIV. 

The Condition of Man'e Life. 

TIT AN that is bom of a woman is of few days, and full of 
iJx trouble. 

2 He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down : he fleeth 
al^ as a shadow, and continneth not. 

8 And dost thou open thine eyes upon such an one, and 
. bringest me into judgment with thee ? 

4 Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? not one. 

8 Seeing his days are determined, the number of his 
months are with thee, thou hast appointed hia bounds that 
he cannot pass ; 

6 Turn from him, that he may rest, till he shall accom- 
plish, as an hireling, his day. 

7 For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will 
sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will not cease. 

8 Though the root thereof wax old in the earth, and the 
stock thereof die in the ground ; 

9 Yet through the scent of water it will bud, and bring 
forth boughs like a plant. 

10 But man dieth, and wasteth away : yea, man giveth up 
the ghost, and where is he? 

11 tlie waters fail from the sea, and the flood decayctli 
and drietli up : 

12 So man lieth down, and riseth not : till the heavens he 
no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep. 

18 O that thou wouldest hide me in tlie grave, that thou 
WQuldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, that thou 
wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me ! 

14 If a man die, shall he live again F all the days of my 
appointed time will I wait, till my change come, 

16 Thou shalt call, and I will answer thee : thou wilt have 
a desire to the work of thine hands. 

16 For now thou numberest my steps : dost thou not watch 
over ray sin? 

17 My transgression is s caled up in a bag, and thou sewest 
up mine iniquity. 

18 And mxrthf the mountain falling cometh to nought, and 
the rock is removed out of his place. 

19 The waters wear the stones: thou washest away the 
things which grow out of the dust of the earth; and thou 
efasstroy^ the hope of man. 

20 Thou prevailest for ever against him, and he passeth : 
thou ohangest his countenance, and sendest him away. 

21 His sons come to honour, and he knoweth it not ; and 
thw ore hnmght low, but he perceiveth it not of them. 

. But his flesh upon him shall have pain, and his soul 
wi^n him shall mourn. 


WN Job xrv.— Is the life of believers on earth 
thurtt life in heaven shall extend through the ages of a 

nef^Mdiag eteroity. BelkKtfol and assured hope ! Is ^eir life 
iia many oseee fhU of ixoufaie? In heaven it sh^ be filled with 


imjpenshable joy. 0 delightful anticipation ! Is their mortal lifis 
a fading flower ? Shall their bodies wither like tho tender herb 
under thb rays of a sultry sun? An immortal and glorious life 
awaits the bodies of the redeemed when, at the lust day, that which 
is sown in corruption shall be raised in incorriiption, and when this 
mortal shall put on immortality. 0 delightful expectation ! Shall 
tho death of their bodies be a long sleep, and probably extended 
during thousands of years ? It shall not be an endless sleep. When 
the heavens and the earth shall pass away as a scroll, when all 
terrestrial glory shall bo burnt up, the bodies of tho saints shall 
awake out of this long sleep, amidst tho music of angels and tho 
splendours of the descending Judge ! 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, whom we approach in the name of 
Christ, thou dwellest in the highest heavens. No arch- 
angel can conceive the height or the glory of thy throne. O 
with what awe and reverence we should prostrate ourselves 
before thee ! With humility and thankfulness we acknow^- 
ledge thy gracious condescension, that, notwithstanding thy 
greatness, majesty, and powdjr, thou dost humble thyself to 
admit such worms as we are into thy presence; thou dost 
encourage us to present our supplications, and assure us that 
all the mercies wc seek in the name of Christ, and agreeably 
to thy holy will, w^e shall certainly obtain. Thou art worthy 
to be admired with our highest thoughts : O let our thoughts 
rise to thyself. Thou art worthy of our most ardent affec- 
tion ; teach us to love tliee with all our heart, with all our 
strength, and with all our mind. Thou art entitled to all 
our obedience; give us gi’acc that we may serve thee cheer- 
fully and constantly all the days of our life. When our 
journey on earth comes to a close, may wo be engaged in 
admiring, serving, praising, and enjoying thee, for ever and 
ever. 

AVc thank God that during the past night thou hast pre- 
served om' lives, our reason, and our health. We rejoice that 
wc are permitted to begin the day with thee. May we now 
receive from thy throne all those graces wc require to enable 
us to serve and honour thee this day. Thou hast brought us 
ill safety to the end of another week; bring us in safety to 
the end of our life. We are now entering upon the last day 
of the week ; teach us to live as if it were the last day of our 
lives. Wc are drawing near the Sabbath; O that we could 
feel as if wc were drawing near the glorious Sabbath in heaven, 
which will last as long os eternity itself. 

Bless to us the very solemn truths we have now read. May 
they be instrumental in bringing our mortality to our remem- 
brance. 

Make them the mean of impressing the minds of our dear 
children with the shortness of time, the certainty qf deaths 
and the nearness of eternity. 

Teach us daily to think upon the event of death ; and may 
we never separate the remembrance of death from the remem- 
brance of Christ, the glorious conqueror of death. Give us 
tho animating hope that, when our bodies shall bo cut down 
like fading flowers, our souls shall flourish in heaven, amid 
all the glories of immortality. Enable us to believe that 
when our bodies shall be fast asleep in the tomb, our souls 
shall be mingling with angels amid the glories of heavenly 
light. 

We thank thee, O Jesus, that thou hast sanctified the 
grave of thy saints, and that it is changed into a bed of rest. 
In the hopes of an unstiuged death, in the hopes of a blessed 
resurrection, and in the hopes of a glorious immortality, may 
each one of us say, in the lonpiage of Job, All the d^ys of 
my appointed time will I wait till my change come. 

Hearer of prayer, bless this service, and hear our suppiica* 
tions, for Jesus^ sake^ our divine Mediator. . Amen. 

3 Y 2 631 




THIRTY-EIGHTH WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENING. 


MINISTERS PROM CHRIST. 

Alfrtd. Nefwpori, Cliard. i« M. 

1 Tj^ATHER of mercies, in thy house 

A' Smile on our homage and our vows ; 

While with a grateful heart we share 
These pledges of our Saviour’s care, 

2 The Saviour, when to lieaven he rose 
In splendid triumph o’er his foes, 

Scattered his gifts on men below, 

And wide his royal bounties flow. 

3 Hence sprung the apostles’ honoured name, 

Sacred beyond heroic fame ; 

In lowlier forms to bless our eyes. 

Pastors from hence, and teachers rise. 

4 From Christ their various gifts derive. 

And fed by Christ their graces live : 

While, guarded by his potent hand, 

’Midst all the rage of hell thoy stand. 

Doddridqe. 

EPHESIANS IV. 

Holiness and Vnity recommended, 

I THEREFORE, tlie prisoner of the Lord, beseech you 
that yc walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are 
called, 

2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsufFering, for- 
bearing one another in love ; 

3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. 

4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called 
ill one hope of your calling ; 

5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

6 One (lod and Father of all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all. 

7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the 
measure of the gift of Christ. * 

8 Wherefore he saitli, When he ascended up on high, he 
led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 

9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also 
descended first into the lower parts of the earth ? 

10 He that descended is the same also that ascended np 
far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) 

11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists ; and some, pastors and teachers ; 

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ : 

18 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ : 

14 That wc henceforth he no more children, tossed to and 
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in 
wait to deceive ; 

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him 
in all things, M'hich is the head, even Christ : 

16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to 
the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh 
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 


Refuboxions upon Epres. IV. — True piety in the heart cannot bo 
concealed: it must show itself in the life. As health of body 
appears in the countenance, piety, which is the health of the soul, 
appears in all its loveliness, liveliness, and influence, in the walk 
and conversation, the expressions and actions, of those who a«e the 
partakers of grace and the sons of God. Among the graces of the 


Spirit, humility, meekness, and love, Mae with peonltacr and be* 
coming brightness. While men of carnal ambitimi seek after wmrldlf 
fame— whUe they who hold their persons in admwtion seek after 
jewels and imposing costly apparel, may we seek after the graces of 
the Holy Spirit, which will be an unfading ornament to our head, 
and chains of imperishable brightness about our neck. Wl^t a 
wonder, before the eyes of heavenly hosts, is the mystical body of 
Christ ! Are wo members of this body, of which Jesus is the iUus- 
trious head? Have wo entered into covenant with him, and given 
him our hearts? Then a union exists, which neither time nor 
eternity shall dissolve. 


PRAYER. 

■\¥7E adore thee, O Lord our God, thou hearer of prayer, 
^ as the Father, Son, and Spirit, one Jehovah; and we 
rejoice that thy threefold personality is so clearly illustrated 
and held forth by the great plan of the salvation of our ruined 
race. Glory to our God, that we see in that scheme of mercy 
the Father contriving, the Son accomplishing, and the Holy 
Spirit applying. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in the blessed unity of thy nature, 
being, perfections, blessedness, and glory. There is one Lord, 
one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and in all. O Jesus, we adore thee as an exalted Mediator 
and King. Thou hast received the deserved honours which 
thou didst purchase by thine incarnation, obedience, and 
death. Thou hast ascended to the highest heavens, to receive 
the adoration and homage of the spirits of just men made 
perfect, and of holy angels. Thou hast led captivity captive ; 
thou hast received gifts for men, even for the rebellious, that 
the Lord our God should dwell among them. We praise 
thee that thou hast continued to confer abundant blessings 
on thy Church and people, ever since thou hast taken posses- 
sion of thy mediatorial throne above. We bless thee, O 
Jesus, for the succession of office-bearers and instructors thou 
hast given to thy (>hurcli. And now as a family we thank 
and praise thee for all those apostles and prophets, evangelists, 
pastors, and teachers, thou hast given to thy Church since 
thine ascension to thy celestial kingdom. We thank thee for 
all the benefit the Churcli has derived from the labours of thy 
faithful servants, in all the ages that are past. We earnestly 
pray that thou wouldst most eminently bless the labours of 
thy ministers in the present day, and let multitudes through 
their instrumentality flock to Jesus the Saviour, as doves to 
their windows. May tho handful of com on the top of the 
mountains soon shake like Lebanon. Let the great nurposes 
designed by the institution of the Gospel ministry oe fully 
served. Let thy saints be led from one degree of grace untc 
another, until they reach perfection, and all come in the unity 
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto 
perfect men, and unto the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ. 

Ma^ our dear children experience the benefit of the 
Gospel ministry. Under a preached word may their con* 
sciences be awakened to or sense of sin, and may their hearts 
be made the subjects of converting grace. 

Prepare all thy ministering servants for the duties of an 
approaching Sabbath. May our pastor be divinely assisted 
in holding up Christ, the head, to the view of the people. 
May we, as a family and as a congregation, be unned to 
Christ as the head of the Church, and may we grow iqp into 
him in all things. 

We thank our God, and our fathers^ God, for the merdet 
of the week. O let the sins of the week be graciously for- 
given. Encompass us with thy favour this night, and hear 
our imperfect supplications, for Jesus’ sake. And may tha 
grace of the liord Jesus Christ be with us alL Ameiu 


THIETT.NIKTH WEBK.~SABBJLTH MOENINO. 


TR GOB 09 THB GXNTILXS. 

00$*$. NewOomi. 113;Au. 

IT BT ail tho earth their Toioes raise 

To sing the choicest psalms of praise, 

To sing and bless Jehovah’s name ; 

His glory, let the heathens know, 

His wonders to the nations show, 

And all his saving works proclaim. 

2 The heathens know thy glory. Lord ; 

Tho wondering nations read thy word, 

And here art thou, Jehovah, known : 

Our worship shall no more bo paid 
To gods which mortal hands have made, 

Our Maker is our God alone. 

^ ^ Watt:^, Ph. So. 

PSALM XCVI. 

Ood*8 Qlory, 

O SING unto the Lord a new song: sing unto thr^ Lord, 
all the earth. 

^ S Sing unto the Lord, bless liis name; show forth his 
salvation from day to day. 

8 Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders among 
ail people. 

M For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised : he is 
to be feared above all gods, 

5 For all the gods of the nations are idols : but the Lord 
made the heavens. 

6 Honour and majesty are before him : strength and beauty 
are in his sanctuary. 

^ 7 Give unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people, give 
unto the Lord glory and strength. 

» 8 Give unto the Loud the glory due unto his name : bring 
an oflFering, and come into his courts. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness : fear before 
him, all the earth. 

10 Say among the heathen that the Lord reigneth: the 
world also shall be established that it shall not be moved : he 
shall judge the people righteously. 

^ 11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let 
the sea roar, and the fulness thereof. 

. 12 Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein : then 
shall all the trees of the wood rejoice 

18 Before the Lord : for he cometh, for ho cometh to judge 
the earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness, and 
the people with his truth. 

PSALM XCVII. 

Qod^s Majtsty. 

T he Lord reigneth ; let the earth rejoice ; let the multi- 
tude of isles be glad thereof. 

2 Clouds and darkness are round about him : righteousness 
and judgment are the habitation of his throne. 

8 A fire goeth before him, and burneth up his enemies 
round about. 

4 His lightnings enlightened the world : the earth saw, and 
trembled. 

5 The hills melted like wax at the presence of the Lord, at 
the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 

6 The heavens declare his righteousness, and all the people 
sea hia glory, 

IIkflictioks ITPOK PsiiLHs XCVI., xcvn.— Eedeeming love fumishoB 
matter for songs of praise which shall never end, and yet shall bo for 
ever new. May the salvation of Christ be the delightful subject of 
out daily thought, and the burden of our daily praise ! Wo hail the 
day, the happy day, when the glory of Christ shall shine among all 
nations | wW the wonders of salvation shall be known by all people ; 
and wlw }oj$ and peaeoi and universal brotherhood, and love, shall 
ployail over the whole earth. Dumb, motionless idols shall not 
aiWiQ*f reoeiva roligioua homage: he, who is above all gods, shall 


triumph over all nations, establish his mediatorial reign over all 
kingdoms, and then he shall receive the homage, love, and obedience 
of fdl the inhabitants of the world. If it is so delightful to see Christ 
by tho ©ye of faith on e€U*th, how inconceivable must bo the blessed- 
ness of those who behold his unveiled glory in heaven ! May that 
be our hope — may that be our blessedness ! May our worship be 
the worship and melody of tho heart ! May our songs bo lioly songs, 
flowing from holy minds, sanctified by the Holy Spirit, and bearing 
some resemblance to the holy image of a holy Saviour ! How 
different the reign of earthly kings from tho reign of Christ ! That 
of tho former is often a source of unmixod suffering and sorrow; 
that of the latter is alw.ays a source of blessedness and peace. 

PRAYE^ 7 ^ 

E desire, most merciful and gracious Lord God, with 
joyful hearts, to draw near to thy throne on the morning i 
of die first day of the week, in the name of Christ, and under 
the covert of the righteousness of Christ ; and to adore thee 
in tliy majesty, and in thy glorious and unci’cated perfectioiis. 
Truly, O God, the Father, Son, and Spirit, one God, thou art 
great, and greatly to be praised ; thou art to be feared above 
all gods. All the gods of the heathen are idols ; they have | 

neither power, nor life, nor being ; but tliou art he who made 
the heavens. Honour and majesty are before thee, thou God 1 

and Father of Christ; thou God of salvation, strength and • 

beauty are in thy sanctuary. 1 

We adore thee as the God of providence. Though all thy I 
movements are under the direction of wisdom, and infinitely 
calculated to accomplish thy purposes, yet to us many of them ; 

arc involved in the greatest mystery, (vlouds and darkness i 

are round about thee ; still we rejoice that justice and judg 
meut are the habitation of thy throne. In thy providence thou 
hast often proved thyself terrible to thine enemies. A fire i 
goeth before thee, and burneth up tliine enemies round about. * 
So dreadful is thy wrath that, when it is kindled but a little, 
the earth trembles. The hills melt like wax at thy presence, 
at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. Under tlic 
ministry of thy word this day may multitudes of thine enemies 
be made sensible of their true state, and see how foolish it is 
to live in a state of enmity against God, whoso power is so 
great, and whose justice is so tremendous. O let there be a 
great awakening among souls dead in trespasses and sins, under 
the convincing influences of the Holy Gliost. Have pity on any 
members of this family, or any of our beloved relatives, who 
are still held fast by the deadly chains of sin. O set them at 
liberty from the captivity of spiritual death : breathe upon them 
by thy spirit; then a new and divine life will be communi- 
cated, the blessed commencement ofthat lifeof glory in heaven, 
which will be continued during the endless ages of eternity. 

Glorify thyself this day, O Lord, in all the cliurcbes. We 
pray for every congregation, every minister, and every saint 
upon the face of the earth. Enable all thine ambassadors, and 
in particular thy servant our pastor, to hold up Jesus in his 
loveliness, majesty, and grace, in a preached gospel. May all 
their hearts be inditing a good matter concerning the King, 
and may their tongue be as the pen of a ready writer in pro- 
claiming his glory. 

Lord, make our beloved children and servants Hit genuine 
and the devout worshippers of God. May they be instructed 
to worship God in the beauty of holiness. 

Bless our rulers, and teach them to bow in humble and 
believing adoration at the feet of Jesus. Have mercy on the 
afflicted this day. If they cannot attend thy courts, send to 
them in their retirements the special tokens of thy love. Mav 
their afflictions be to their souls what the furnace is to the gold. 

Accept of our thanks for the mercies of the past night, and 
graciously answer our imperfect prayers, for Jesus’ sake, our 
exalted High Priest. Amen. 

Our Father which art in beaveu, &o. 

m 
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THIBTY-NINTH WEEK.— SABBATH BVJ5NINO. 


Christ’s coming and kingdom. 

Arundel. Jerusalem. MUhoum Poi't. c. m . 

\ TOY ,*0 the world ; the Lord is come : 

V Let earth receive her Kiug ; 

Let every heart prepare him room, 

And heaven and nature sing. 

2 Joy to tlie earth, the Saviour reigns; 

Lot men their songs employ ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, 

Ilopoat the sounding joy. 

fl No more let sins and sorrows grow. 

Nor thorns infest the ground ; 

Ho comes to make his blessings flow. 

Far as the curse is found. 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace. 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness. 

And wonders of his love. 

Watts, Pa. 98, p. //. 


PSALM XCVII. 

Fail of Idol a. 

pONFOUNDEI) be all they that serve graven images, that 
^ lK)aflt themselves of idols : worship him, all ye gods. 

8 Zion lieard, and was glad ; and the daughters of Judah 
fejoiced because of thy judgments, O Lord. 

9 For thou, Lord, drt high above all the earth : thou art 
exalted far above all gods. 

10 Yc that love tlio Lord, hate evil: he preserveth the 
souls of his saints ; lie delivereth them out of tlie hand of the 


wo belong to that honourable oommunity, Jmm fiSt tiie thrm of 
our heart, sin is the objeot of our deep-rooted, penitent^ abhor- 
rence, the Sun of righteouioieBs has enlightened our undefstediiw 
with the bright beams of saving knowledge, and we delight in God 
as a God of holiness, as well as a God of love. The great thin|pi 
God has done for his Church, the miracles ho has i^ormed m 
w'orking out her deliverance from the most alarming dangers, and 
from the most formidable enemies, will famish matter for the 
praises of tho redeemed to the end of time, and throughout tho 
ceaseless ages of eternity. 


PEAYER. 

G od and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
thou art transcendently great and glorious, and still wo 
venture to approach thy throne of grace as humble suppliants. 
Thou aloae canst prepare the heart for presenting earnest and 
believing prayers before thy mercy-seat. The preparations of 
th(5 heart in man, and the answer of the tongue are from thee, 
the Lord. Mercifully prepare our hearts to worship thee, and 
I enable us to order our speech aright before thee. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in thine unrivalled majesty and 
glory. Thou art high above all the earth ; thou art exalted 
lar above all gods. Thou art not forgetful of the meanest of 
thy saints ; tliou dost preserve their souls, and deliver them 
out of the hands of the wicked. Lord, preserve our souls, 
and deliver us from the malice and the plans of wicked men. 

Preserve our dear children from the snares of the wicked. 
Never leave theniy 0 Lord, to be led astray from the ways of 
wisdom into the crooked 2 mihs of folly, destruction, and sin. 


wicked. 

11 Light is sown for tho righteous, and gladness for the 
upright in heart. 

12 Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous; and give thanks at 
the remembrance of bis holiness. 

PSALM XCVIII. 

CJirUVa Salvation and Glory. 

O STNd unto the Lord a new song; for lie hath done 
marvellous things : his right hand, and his holy arm, 
hath gotten him the victory. 

2 The Lord hath made known his salvation : liis righteous- 
ness hath he openly shewed in the sight of the heathen. 

3 He hath remembered his mercy and liis truth toward the 
house of Israel ; all the ends of the earth have seen the salva- 
tion of our God. 

4 Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the eartli : make 
fi loud noise, and rejoice, and siug praise. 

5 Sing unto the Lord with the harp ; with the harp, and 
the voice of a psalm. 

6 With trumpets and sound of cornet make a joyful noise 
before the Lord, the King. 

7 Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; the world, 
and they that dwell therein. 

8 Let the floods clap their hands: let tho hills be joyful 
together 

9 Before the Lord ; for he cometh to judge the earth : 
with righteousness shall he judge the world, and the people 
with equity. 


Reflections upon Psalms xcvir., xovin. — ^How debasing is ido- 
latry, and how debased arc idolaters ! Lot us earnestly pray for 
idolatrous nations, that tho light of Divine knowledge may shine 
upon them, and that they may l)e turned from tho worship of dumb 
idols to know, and love, and serve the living God. It is the privi- 
lege of the citizens of Zion to hear the GospeFs joyful sound ; and 
they must be blessed, — the posscsBors of happiness now, and the 
heirs of perfect felicity hereafter. Are we tho dtisens of Zion ? If 


Blessed Jesus, wc adore tbee as a mighty and triumphant 
Saviour. Thou liast done marvellous things. Even on the 
cross of Calvary, and amid the pains of death, thou didst 
confound the plans of thine enemies, and didst accomplisli a 
salvation for thy people, which will animate their hearts with 
joy, and fill their inouibs with praise, for ever and ever. We 
rejoice that tby right hand and thy holy arm hath gained the 
victory, and that thou hast, even by thy death, spoiled prin- 
cipalities and powers, and made a show of them, openly 
triumphing over them in thy cross. Give us faith, we 
earnestly beseech thee, to see the glorious victories which 
Clirist gained when suspended from the accursed tree. O enable 
us to see the glory which the perfections of the Divine nature 
obtained by tlie sufferings and dying agonies of God’s eternal 
Son. By faitli may wc see that our salvation as individuals 
was wrought out on Calvary’s tree. With an apostle may we 
exclaim, with believing wonder, ccstacy, and joy, God forbid 
that we should glory, save in the cross of Jesus Christ, by 
which we arc crucified to the world, and the world crucsified 
to us. 


We thank thee. Holy Spirit, for that gracious assistance 
which thou hast afforded to the ministers of eternal truth. 
We praise thee in behalf of all those who have teen intro- 
duc(Kl into a state of grace. And if any now before thee have 
been benefited under a iircached word, to thee we ascrite 
deserved glory and thanksgiving. We praise thee that light 
is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in 
heart. And we thauk thee for all that light which has shone 
this day upon the minds of thy people, and for all that spiri- 
tual gladness which has filled their hearts. Lord, make us, 
and all our relatives and friends, truly righteous. May we 
possess the righteousness of Christ, and the inward gram of 
liis spirit; then we shall be tmly righteous, and live and^ib 
in the enjoyment of the light of thy countenance. 
over us this night, and hear our prayers, for Jesus’ 
is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Amen* 

Our Father which art in heaven, 





iHIRTir.NrNTH WEEK.— MONDAY MOBNING. 


ftiJNT BAtVr, •tm SIKNBE MISSEABLB. 

Swu^tfidd, JUomimter, ApnAoe, t. m. 

1 ^pHE man is dTsr blest 

"Wlxo shuns the sinner’s ways, 
ilmong their oounoile never stands, 

* 'N^or takes the scorner’s place : 

2 But makes the law of God 
His study and delight, 

Amidst the labours of the day 
And watches of the night. 

3 He like a tree shall thrive 
With waters near the root : 

Eresh as the leaf his name shall live; 

His works are heavenly fruit. 

4 Hot so the ungodly race, 

They no such blessings hnd : 

Their hopes shall flee, like empty chaff 
Before the driving wind. 

Wati’s, Pd . 1 . 


JOB XV. 

Misery of the Wicked. 

npHEN answered Eliphaz the Teinanitc, and said, 

2 Should a wise man utter vain knowledge, and fill his 
belly with the east wind ? 

8 Should he reason with unprofitable talk ? or with speeches 
wherewith he can do no good ? 

4 Yea, thou castest off fear, and restrainest prayer before 

God. 

6 For thy mouth uttereth thine iniquity, and thou choosest 
the tongue of the crafty. 

6 Thine own mouth condemneth thee, and not I: yea, 
thine own lips testify against thee. 

7 Art thou the first man thw was bom ? or wast thou made 
beforo the hills ? 

8 Hast thou heard the secret of God? and dost thou 
restrain wisdom to thyself? 

9 What knowest thou, that we know not? what under- 
standest thou, which is not in us ? 

10 With us are both the greyheaded and very aged men, 
much elder than thy father. 

11 Are the consolations of God small with thee? is there 
any secret thing with thee ? 

12 Why doth thine heart carry thee away? and what do 
thy eyes wink at, 

18 That thou turnest thy spirit against God, and lettest 
such words go out of thy mouth ? 

14 What is man, that he should be clean ? and he which is 
bom of a woman, that he should be righteous ? 

16 Behold, he putteth no trust in his saints ; yea, the 
heavens are not clean in his sight. 

16 How much more abominable and filthy is man, which 
drihketh iniquity like water? 

17 I will shew thee, hear me ; and that which I have seen 
I will ; 

, 18 "^^ich wise men have told from their fathers, and have 

not hid U : 

19 Unto whom alone the earth was given, and no stranger 
passed amcmg them. 

SO The wicked man travaileth with pain all his days, and 
the number of years is hidden to the oppressor. 

^S1 A dreadful sound is in liis ears: in prosperity the de- 
strby<^ shall come upon him. 


SavnaoxiOKS mir Job by. — ^M en may possess, like Job, the iewel 
of SWmg wisdom>^ and yet be stigmatised as fools. Even our blessed 
b^his kinSfolk as beside himself, and by the 
mlidoai Jewli as possessed , of a demon, and speaking and acting 
under hSi irJiuenoes* In the vile end oroel reproai^ which lights 


on Job, he was a remarkable type of our Lord, whose heart was 
wound^ and lacerated by the cruel reproaches of his enemies. 
They who are blessed with genuine wisdom put a watch before the 
door of their lips, and endeavour to order their conversation aright. 
Such are blessed in themselves, and they are a blessing to others, li 
grace is prospering in our heart, we are studying to walk in God’s 
fear all the day long, and we are enjoying sweet fellowship with 
God in prayer and in the other ordinances of his gracious appointment. 
** Out of tho abundimco of the heart the moufii spookoth,” and the 
wicked show their true state, as enemies of God, by the streams of 
corruption and depravity which flow from their lips. True saints 
aro never backward to acknowledge, with penitence and humility, 
thoii- own personal guilt, while they con sing with tomph, There 
is therefore now no condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus ” > 


PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, our creating, preserving, and redeeming 
God, we bow the knee before thee, and would present our 
morning sacrifice in the name of Jesus Christ. Lord, deliver 
us from formality in our religious services. We humbly seek 
the gift, the grace, and the sj^t of prayer. O Lord, thou 
art infinitely great, and exalte(^bove the conceptions of arch- 
angels. Thou puttest no trust in thy saints, and the heavens 
are not clean in thy sight. Thou art glorious in holiness. 

We thank our God for all the showers of spiritual blessings 
which descended upon the churches during the past Sabbath. 
Wc praise thee for any assistance afforded to thy servant who 
ministered to us in holy things ; and for any blessings of 
conversion to sinners or edification to saints which attended 
his labours. 

Accept of our expressions of gratitude for thy kindness to 
us during the past night. W c praise thee for the continuance 
of life, reason, health, hope, and the means of grace. Lord, 
graciously assist us in all the duties of this day. May we 
show to all around us that wc are living under the salutary 
and practical influences of those sacred and Divine truths to 
which we listened on the past Sabbath. 

May tlie Holy Spirit bless the portion of the inspired Word 
we have now read. May these affecting declarations of human 
depravity and guilt to which wc have now listened produce ou 
our minds humbling effects. Suffer us not, like the wicked, to 
east oft’ the fear of God, or to restrain prayer before God. O 
may we live in the fear of God all our days. Teach us to bo 
afrcaid to sin against a God of such holiness, justice, and 
power, as thou art. But above all, make us unwilling to sin 
against a God of such goodness, compassion, and mercy. 

Inspire our children with a genuine delight in prayer. 0 
convince them that^ if they restrain prayer before thee^ the 
flood-gates of sin will open upon ihem^ and, if mercy prevent 
not^ accomplish their ruin. 

We acknowledge, O liord, the depravity and corruption of 
our fallen race. We confess that the degeneracy is great and 
universal. What is man, that he should bo clean? and he 
which is bom of a woman, that he should be righteous ? If 
the very heavens are not clean in thy sight, how much more 
abominable and filthy is man, which drinketh iniquity like 
water? We confess, to our shame, our natural love of sin, 
and that we have often drunk it like water, and rolled the 
deadly poison as a sweet morsel under our tongue. Lord, we 
rejoice that there is a fulness in Christ ; and that we are 
encouraged to look to him for sanctifying grace. O let Christ 
be made of God to us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 
and redemption. Deliver us, O Jesus, from the love of sin, 
and create within us a real and superlative love of holiness. 
May we and all our beloved relatives hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, and give ourselves no rest till we are adorned 
with the beauties of holiness. Graciously hear our prayers, 
tot Jesus our Bedeemeris sake. Amen. 


THIETY-NINTH WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


MAIKS or TBK CHILDREN OF OOD. 

Lm/t. KenwelL Gainsborough. c. m. 

1 yi S now- bora babes desire the breast 

To feed, and grow, and tJirive ; 

So saints with joy the gospel taste, 

And by the gospel live. 

2 With inward gtiat tlicir heart approves 

All that the word relates : 

They love the nion their Father loves, 

Arid hate the works lie hates. 

3 Not all the flattering baits on earth 

Can make them slaves to lust ; 

They can’t forgot their heavenly birth. 

Nor grovel in the dust. 

4 Not all the chains that tyrants use 

Shall bind their souls to vice ; 

Faith, like a conqueror, can produce 
A thousand victories. 

Watts, 143, K 1 . 


EPHESIANS IV. 

The Old and New Afan. 

fPIIIS I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye 
henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity 
of their mind, 

18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated 
from the life of God throngli the ignorance that is in them, 
because of the blindness of their heart ; 

19 Who being past feeling have given thcmaelvea over 
unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 

20 But yc have not so learned Christ ; 

21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught 
by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 

22 That ye put olV concerning the former conversation, the 
old man, which is corrupt according to tlic deceitful lusts; 

23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind ; 

24 And that yc put on the new man, whicli after God is 
created in righteousness and true holiness. 

25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth 
with his neighbour : for we arc? members one of another. 

26 Be yc angry, and sin not ; let not the sun go dowui upon 
your wrath : 

27 Neither give place to the devil. 

28 Let him that stole steal no more : but rather let him 
labour, working with hist hands the thing which is good, that 
he may have to give to him tliat needeth. 

29 Let no corrupt communication proceted out of your 
mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it 
may minister grace unto the hearers. 

80 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye arc 
sealed unto the day of redemption. 

31 Ijet all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, 
and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice : 

32 And be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiv- 
ing one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 
you. 


Rsflictjons upon Epurs. IV.-— Wo should mourn over the melan- 
choly fact that the greater proportion of the human race is travelling 
tho downward road to perdition I Have we, by Divine grace, left the 
way of a natural state which leads to hell, and arc we pursuing that 
way of faith, holiness, and love, which leads to heaven ? Bodily blind- 
om is a great calamity ; but to have the eyes of the understanding 

blinded by the god of this world, is a far greater Womily ! If we are 


delivered from such a calamity, we have reaacm to utter hallelujahe 
of praise. If we are not, let it be our earnest myer that our night 
of spirituil darkness may bo changed into a day of glorious light 
It is a state greatly to be deplored to ‘have the heart ruled by the 
feelings of licentiousness, and to be destitute of that holy feeling of 
spiritual affection which is tho greatest honour of holy ang^, and 
tlie greatest blessedness of the spirits of just men mode perfect in 
hciavcn. Let it be our constant prayer before the mercy-seat, that 
the Holy Spirit may sanctify our heart, and conform it to the Divine 
image ; and sanctify our life, and conform it to the Divine law. 


PRAYER. 

E ver blessed and glorious Lord God, whose we are, and 
whom wc are bound to serve by the most sacred obliga- 
tions, look down upon us at this time in mercy from the 
habitation of thy holiness. O give us thy good spirit, that 
Avc may lift up our licarts with our hands unto the heavens. 
Thou art the Creator of the ends of the earth; and it is by 
thy spirit the new man is formed in the heart of thy pecmle, 
when they are made tho subjects of regenerating grace. Thy 
perfections appear in thy works. The invisible things of thee 
from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being under- 
stood by the things that are made, even thine eternal power 
and Gcidhcad ; so that they are left without excuse who pro- 
fanely deny thy being and oppose thine authority. 

We desire at this time to present our evening prayer under 
a deep and humbling sense of our sinfulness and unworthiuess. 
O give us that repentance which is evangelical, and which 
never needs to be repented of; that repentance which is 
accompanied by spiritual and followed by eternal life. We 
acknowledge that, if wc were left to ourselves, and thy re- 
straining and renewing grace withdrawn, such is the depravity 
of our nature, that we should walk according to the enmity 
of our minds, and live in the indulgence of our vile passions 
and our fleshly lusts. Too long, O Lord, our understandings 
have been alienated from thee, through the ignorance and 
vanity of our heart. Let them be alienated no more ; and 
do thou enkindle in our souls that genuine love to God 
and Christ wliicli many waters cannot quench, nor floods 
dro>vn. 

Lord, have mercy on the thousands of our race who are 
sunk in the polluted mire of licentiousness ai;id sin, who are 
given over to lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with 
greediness. If there are any of our relatives who are such 
slaves of the flesh, O convince them by thy spirit that a 
life of unhallow ed indulgence must be followed by the miseries 
of hell. Fix their minds on the contemplation of the affetkitig 
consequences of sin, on that state where the worm of an 
awakened conscience never dies, and where the fire of Divine 
wratli is never quenched. 

Preserve our dear children and servants from the dominion 
and infatuation of sin. Renew them in the spirit of their 
mind. 

Lord, give to all of us that principle of grace which is the 
new man ; and may our hearts be created i3ter God in right* 
eousness and true holiness. Lord, teach us to employ the 
faculty of speech in thy service. Let no lying or deceitful or 
corrupt communication ever fall from our lips. Deliv^ us 
from sinful passion ; when w'e are justly angry, may we sin 
not. We have often grieved the Holy Spirit: God forbid that 
we should evermore grieve the Spirit 1 0 fill us with the love 
ofGodl 

Accept of our thanks for the mercies of the day, and wateh 
over us this night. May our persons be accept^ Sa^d WX 
prayers answered, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


THIETY.NINTH WBEIL--TUBSPAT MOENING. 


WAITINO FOE EBATH* 

BwiU AiiKi LmMk. JVInd Jttmaiem, 

1 T WAIT a few eorrowful years, 

*■* And then I no longer shall mourn, 
!Sut flee from the valley of tears , 

A way I shall never return : 

From earth I shall quickly remove 
To sure everlasting abodes, 

And sing with the spirits above, 

And ^urnph with angels and' gods. 

2 My days are extinguished and gone, 

My time as a shadow is fled, 

And gladly I lay myself down 
To -rest with the peaceable dead : 
The dead ever-living attend. 

Whose dust is all safe in the tomb. 
And many a glorified friend 
Is ready to welcome me home. 

JOB XVI. 

t Job* 8 Sufferinga. 


C. Wksjjet. 


f PHEN Job answered and said, 

2 I have heard many such things ; miserable comforters 
are ye all. 

8 Shall vain words have an end? or what emboldenetli 
thee that thou answerest ? 

4 I also could speak as ye do : if your soul were in my 
souFs stead, I could heap up words against you, and shake 
mine head at you. 

B But I would strengthen you with my mouth, and the 
moving of my lips should asswage your ginif. 

JOB XVll. 

TITY breath is corrupt, my days are extinct, the graves are 
iJLL ready for me. 

2 Are there not mockers with me? and doth not mine eye 
continue in their provocation ? 

8 Lay down now, put me in a surety with thee ; who is he 
that will strike hands with me ? 

4 For thou hast hid their heart from understanding : there- 
fore shalt thou not exalt them. 

6 He that speaketh flattery to his friends, even the eyes of 
his children shall fail. 

6 He hath made me also a by- word of the people; and 
aforetime 1 was as a tabret. 

7 Mine eye also is dim by reason of sorrow, and all my 
members are as a shadow. 

8 Upright men shall be astonied at this, and the innocent 
shall stir up himself against the hypocrite. 

9 The righteous also shall hold on his way, and he that 
Lath clean hands shall be stronger and stronger. 

10 But as for you all, do ye return, and come now : for I 
cannot find one wise man among you. 

11 My days are past, my purposes are broken off, even the 
thoughts of my heart. 

12 They change the night into day: the light is short 
because of darkness. 

13 If I wait, the grave is mine house : I have made my 
bed in the darkness. 

14 I have said to corruption. Thou art my father : to the 
worm. Thou art my mother, and my sister. 

16 And where is now my hope? as for my hope, who shall 
•ee it? 

16 They s hril go down to the bars of the pit, when our 
rest togethei is in the dust. 

Banmrxoxs ttfow Joe xn., xvu.— It is a painM ev^t for genuine 
b^iovm to be fslsdj calumniated, to be charged with sins which 
\ieix soul bates; sud it is often difficult to stop the mouth of 


accusers. But how delightfid to the children of God — their Bivino 
Saviour is their witness, their heavenly Father is their judge ! and 
since he justifies, who dare, who can condemn ? Their accusation? 
as far as it respects God's accused saints, ore only empty air, or like 
the chaff which the wind speedily and effectually chasoth awny 
Jesus is the true Comforter. In the day of affliction, if wo apply 
to human sources for consolation wc shall find thorn to be woUb 
without water; yea, poor empty cisterns that can hold no water. 
Are ministers comforters? They are only so as Christ teaches them, 
as Christ makes them, who is the consolation of Israel. Happy are 
we, if wo can look on Jesus with the eye of love and with the faith 
of believing exporienco, and say, Jesus, all my springs are in 
thee!*’ Job had on affecting view of the frailty of bis humanity, 
and of the humbling change which awaitt^d it in the grave. Th(i 
noisome sores which covered him indicated the change that should 
inevitably take place. Though ho met with no pity from his earthly 
relatives ho was comforted in Christ his Surety, and lie rejoiced in 
the prospects of a glorious resurrection. Blessed hope ! 

PRAYEll. 

^UK Father who art in heaven, thou art the Alpha and the 
” Omega, the first and the last ; the blessed and only Poten- 
tate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords, before whom all 
the monarchs of the earth shall be compelled to bow in pros- 
trate submission. Give us, O Lord, that faith and love by 
which we shall be enabled to draw near unto thee with child- 
like confidence, and address thee as our Father in heaven. 

We thank our God for all the blessings of life. For our 
health, our reason, our food, our raiment, our liberty, and our 
friends, we adore and praise thy glorious name. We thank 
thee for tlie protection and the comfortable rest extended to 
us during tlic past night. Wc would commit our persons, 
our friends, and all our spiritual and temporal concerns, into 
iby hand this day. Fill our hearts with ccstacies of joy, that 
w(5 have at all times a redeeming God, to whose care we may 
commit ourselves for time and for eternity. 

Bless to us, Holy Spirit, the mournful expressions wo have 
now read, which fell from the lijis of Job, thy tried and 
afliicteul servant. As he found even his earthly friends miser- 
able comforters, may wc bo prevented from falling into the 
dangerous snare of preferring earthly comforters before Christ. 
O enable us to seek comfort from Christ, the consolation of 
Israel, when disappointment can never take place. Give us 
grace to look on all earthly objects, on wealth and honour and 
poM^er, yea, even on earthly relatives and friends, and say to 
them all, Compared with Christ, miserable comforters are ye all. 

Lord, diminish thq number of those who arc the open and 
profane enemies of the Gospel of Christ. Pity such as belong 
to the class of mockers of eternal things, O let them beware, 
lest their bands be made strong, and their hearts become 
so hardened and insensible, tliat they shall never feel their 
danger, till their eyes and their cars are opened amid the 
torments of hell. 

Preserve our children from the itMuence of the pernicious 
example of those who treat the Gospel with scorn. God 
forbid that they who are related to us by the dearest ties 
should ever belong to that devoted class who set Ood at 
defiance, and sport with the solemvities of eternity. 

Lord, deeply impress our minds with the prospect of the 
dissolution of our mortal frame. Daily may we remember 
that the grave is our house, and that it is appointed unto man 
once to die. We would say, with thy servant, to corruption. 
Thou art our father ; and to the worm, Thou art my mother 
and my sister. Lord, make us righteous, and the prospects 
of death will be a source of joy and not of grief. Make us 
righteous, then wo shall hold on our way ; sanctify us, give us 
clean hands, and we shattVox stronger and stronger. Gra- 
ciously listen to the voice of our supplication, for our gracious 
Saviour’s sake. Amen. 

8z 631 



TlilETY-NINTH WEEK.— TTJBiaiDAY EVENING. 


chexst’s w>vb. 

IHiiMpAanf. AdminUion* Jtedmption. 

1 ‘KTOW let our faith grow strong, and rise 
^ And view our Lord in all his love ; 
Look bagk to hear his dying cries, 

Then mount and see his throne above. 

2 See where he languished on the cross ; 
Beneath our sins he groaned and died ; 

See where ho sits to plead our cause, 

By his almighty Father's side. 

8 If we behold his bleeding heart. 

There love in floods of sorrow reigns ; 

He triumphs o'er the killing smart, 

And seals our pleasure with his pains. 

4 How shall vile pardoned rebels show 
How much they love their dying God ? 
I^rd ! here we^d banish every foe, 

We hato the sins that cost thy blood. 


EPHESIANS V. 

Chrutian D\Uutt 

B e ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 

2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and 
hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God 
for a sweet-smelling savour. 

3 But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let 
it not be once named among you, as hccometh saints ; 

4 Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which 
are not convenient : but rather giving of thanks. 

5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean 
person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any in- 
heritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God, 

6 Let no man deceive you with vain words : for because of 
these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of 
disobedience. ' 

7 Be not ya therefore partakers w ith them. 

8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in 
the Lord ; walk as children of light ; 

9 (For the fruit of the spirit in all goodness and righ- 
teousness and truth;) 

]0 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 

11 And have no fellow^ship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove them, 

12 For it is a sliame even to speak of those things which 
are done of them in secret. 

13 But all things that are reproved are made manifest by 
the light : for whatsoever doth make manifest is light. 

14 Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise | 
from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. 

15 See then that yc walk circumspectly, not as fools, but 
as wise, 

16 Adeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what 
the will of the Lord is, 

18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess ; but be 
filled with the Spirit ; 

19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiri- 
tual songs, singing and making melody iu your heart to the 
Lord; 

20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 

21 Submitting yourselves one to another iu the fear of 
God. 

Rjonsorioirs vpoe Efkxs. t.— G od has his inimitable attributes, 
but let UB regoioe he has also his imitable perfections. Maj we by 
«88 


I Dime grace be asBiinilated to the image of CSiri^ taaght^te ' 
walk in his footsteps! Truly, Jesus came to atonment te 
our guilt by his death, and he also came, that by hu life ho 
teach us the lessons and the praotioo of hoh^. If wo are hm 
genuine disciples our souls ore saved by tiie former, md our Utoo 
ho regulated W the latter. May we, thereforo, as malmg progress 
in Dime things, have Jesus daily before our eyM, that wo may 
rejoice in the acceptance and pardon he has obtained for us by bis 
death, and in the perfect example he has placed for our xrotatton m 
his life ! As an evidence that our faith in the atonement is genmne, 
may holiness be the object of our affection and the ornament of our 
life! 


PRAYERo 

TT7E desire, O Lord our God, to approach thy gracious 
throne under a deep sense of thy houndless beneficence 
and mercy. All our temporal comforts flow from thee. Prom 
thee descends every good and perfect gift. It is in thee we 
live, move, and have our being. And if any of us are bom 
again, if any of us are the subjects of redeeming grade, it was 
thy gracious power which accomplished this blessed change. 
For our natural birth and being we praise thee ; but if we are 
thine by regeneration, we more especially praise thy name, 
that we are the children of the living God by faith in Christ 
Jesus. 

We acknowledge, holy Lord God, the corruptions of our 
nature, and the errors, transgressions, wanderings, and incon- 
sistencies of our lives. We would lament over our fleshly 
lusts and carnal passions. Lord, sanctify us ; Lord, save us. , 
Teach us to mourn over the general depravity which pervades 
the children of men. May our minds lament, when we be- 
liold our fellow-immortals living in the unhallowed indulgence 
of passions, which prepare for hell and exclude from heaven. 
Lord, have mercy on the unclean and covetous, and convince 
them that, without a change, it is altogether impossible they 
can have any inheritance in the kingdom of Gods O strike 
terror into the heart of the licentious and impenitent, and 
opcui their eyes to see that the wrath of God rests upon tho 
children of disobedience. 

Preserve our dear children from the alluring and destroy* 
mg charms of sin. Convince them that there is deadly 
poison in the cup of carnal and unlawful pleasure : 0 pre- 
vent them from drinking the deadly cup. 

Holy Spirit, teach us as a family to be followers of God as 
dear children. With one another, and with thy Church, may 
we walk in love, as Christ also bath loved us. O may the 
remembrance of his love and of his death powerfully excite us 
to love him and to love oho another, Never, O Jesus, may 
wc forget the sacrifice of thy body and soul, which thou didst 
give to satisfy ofleiflled justice, and make atonement for the 
sins of men. 

We arc by nature in the darkness of ignorance, pollution, 
and death : O that we, who were sometimes darkness, may be 
light ki the Lord. May all of us live under the light of Jesus, 
the Sun of righteousness. 

Have mercy on our unconverted friends. Bring all of 
them under a preached Gospel; and may the Holy Spirit sEy 
to them with almighty and irresistible power, Awa&e, thou 
that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give 
thee life. Lord, give to us the joys of religion. Teach ns to 
speak to ourselves in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual son^, 
singing and making melody in our hearts to the Lord. 

Accept of our humble tribute of praise for the mer^^iliai of 
the day, and give us the sleep of thy beloved this nig^^^fbt 
Jesus’ sake, thy Son and our Surety. Amen* 


THIBSTTP-NIFTH WBSK—WICNISBAY MOENING. 


fionV KXAtoMiNa yntn hvnbbi. 

Warrington* CfantpbeU* OovitPs, 

1 ^ OHE, 8ii)Aer8, iaith the mighty God, 
^ Heittous as all your crimes have bct*n, 
IiO ! 1 desomid from mine abode 

To reason iirith the sons of men. 

2 So clouds of darkness veil my face, 

So vengeM lightnings flash around ; 

I come with terms of life and peace ; 
Where sin hath reigned, let grace abound. 

iJ STes, Lord, wo will obey thy call, 

And to thy gracious sceptre bow ; 

0 make our crimson sins like wool. 

Our scarlet crimes as white os snow ! 


S. STK.NNiSTT. 


JOB XVIU. 

Mi$ery of the Wicked* 

rpHEN answered Bildad the Shuhitc, and said, 

2 How long will it be ere ye make an end of words ? 
mark, and afterwards we will speak. 

8 Wherefore are we counted as beasts, and reputed vile in 
your sight ? 

4 He teareth himself in his anger: shall the earth be 
forsaken for thee ? and shall the rock be removed out of his 
place ? 

6 Yea, the light of the wicked shall be put out, and the 
spark of his Arc shall not shine. 

6 The light shall be dark in his tabernacle, and his caudle 
shall be put out with him. 

7 The steps of his strength shall be straitened, and his own 
counsel shall cost him down. 

8 For he is cast into a net by his own feet, and he woiketh 
upon a snare. 

9 The gin shall take him by the heel, and the robber sliall 
prevail against him. 

10 The snare is laid for him in the ground, and a trap for 
him in the way. 

11 Terrors shall make him afraid on every side, and shall 
drive him to his feet. 

12 His strength shall be hunger-bitten, and destruction shall 
be ready at his side. 

13 It shall devour the strength of his skin : even the first- 
born of death shall devour his strength. 

14 His confidence shall be rooted out of his tabcniacle, and 
it shall bring him to the king of terrors. 

16 It shall dwell in his tabernacle, because il is none of 
his : brimstone shall be scattered upon his habitation. 

16 His roots shall be dried up beneath, and above shall his 
branch be cut off. 

17 His remembrance shall perish from the earth, and he 
shall have no name in the street. 

18 He shall be driven from light into darkness, and chased 
out of the world. 

19 He shall neither have son nor nephew among his people, 
nor remaining in his dwellings. " 

20 that come after him shall be astonied at his day, 

they that went before were affrighted. 


21 Surelv such are the dwellings of the wicked, and this is 
m place qf him that knowoth not God. 


BvKLXcmoas upoir Job xvxn * — The words of men arc too often 
swords, and even the words of good men sometunes par- 
e more of oorrupted'flesh than oi their sanctified spirit. How 
different ihe kind, the consolatory words of Christ to ms suffering, 
aflioted people ! They am sweeter than tho honey which droppeth 
flrom the oomb; they are irore refreshing than the ripe clusters 


whioh are sun^nded from the vino,* they are music to their ears; 
and they aro like the bright shining of morning sky after the 
darkness of midnight. Can we say with tho proj)het, “ thy word 
was found of me and I did eat it, it was the joy and tho reioicing of 
my heart Can we say with the holy Pstilmist, Thy word is my 
song in the house of my pilgrimage i If so, Jesus has given us 
that grace, that vital, heavenly principle, which is in us a ** weU of 
water springing up into everlasting life.'* 


PRAYER. 

“INTERNAL Jehovah, we adore thee as the only object of 
religious worship, as the living and true God, as the 
glorious source of all being, wisdom, perfection, and blessed- 
ness, and as the Lord our God. Thou art the portion of 
Jacob, and Israel is the lot of thine inheritance, the Lord of 
hosts is thy name. We are infinitely unworthy to approach 
thy gracious presence, and to lift up our eyes toward thy 
mcrcy-seat. We have nothing of our own, and we can do 
nothing of ourselves, to present before thee, by which we can 
procure thy gracious acceptance, or obtain the answer of our 
prayers. Wherewith shall we come before the Lord, and bow 
ourselves before the high God? Shall we come before thee 
wdth burnt offerings, or with calves of a year old? Will the 
Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands 
of rivers of oil? Will the Lord accept a first-bom for a 
transgression, or the fruit of the body for the sin of the soul ? 
O thou holy and righteous God, u'ere we able actually to pre- 
sent these offerings before thee, they would all be deservedly 
rejected. In the name of Jesus alone do we draw near, and 
in dependence alone on his righteousness and intercession do 
we look for pardon, acceptance, and eternal life. 

O Jesus, wc come to thee this morning as the fountain 
opened for sin and uncleanness; O wash us in thyself, as the 
only fountain where alone wc can be delivered from the guilt 
and pollution of sin. 

We bless our God for the preservation and refreshment of 
the past night. Thou art adding to our days ; mercifully add 
to our graces. May thy kind providence watch over us this 
day, and all our days. While engaged in worldly business, 
may wc be preserved from the love of the world, and from • 
that covetousness which excludes from the heavenly inherit- 
ance. May wc never fall into the sin of neglecting ordinances 
and religious duties by an over anxious attachment to worldly 
enjoyments. 

Bless to us whal we have now read respecting the impiety 
and misery of the wicked. Affect us with the thought, that 
the candle of his life and hopes and enjoyments shall be put 
out at death, and remain in eternal darkness and gloom. Lord, 
impress the minds of our graceless relatives and friends with 
a lively sense of the deplorable misery of the wicked at death, 
when all his false and foolish confidence shall cease, when it 
shall be taken up by the roots, and only serve to bring him to 
the king of terrors as a miserable captive, pressed down under 
the intolerable load of unpardoned guilt. Lord, teach us all 
to see the utter vanity of earthly prosperity without an interest 
in Christ and a title to heaven. 

Lord, teach our children thy fear, and enable them to re-- 
member their Creator in the days of their youth* May they 
never be found in the situation of the wicked, who at death are 
driven away in their wickedness. And make ovr servants heirs 
of heaven. 

Grant, O Lord, that when our eyes are shut in death, 
our souls may ascend to the heavenly abodes, and join 
the ransomed millions in their songs of praise to the God of 
salvation. 

Mercifully hear our feeble prayers, for the sake of Jesuit 
the Lord our righteousness. Ai^. 



CHRlBrS LOVE TO THE CHURCH. 

CcmlicUi, Amana. Bredhy. 

1 XT IND is tho speech of Ciirist our Lord, 

Aflbction Bounda in every word ; 

Lo, thou art fair, my love, he cries, 

Not the young doves have sweeter 03 'es. 

2 Sweet arc tliy lips, thy pleasing voice 
Salutes mino ear with secret joys, 

No spico so much delights the smell, 

Nor milk nor honey taste so well. ., 

11 Thou art all fair, my bride, to me, 

I will behold no spot in thee : 

What mighty wonders love performs, 

And puts a eomelinoss on worms I 

4 Defiled find loathsome as wo ore, 

H<5 makes us whiUi, and calls us fail*; 
Adorns us Avith that heavenly dross. 

His graces and his righteousness. 




Watts 78, B . f . 


EPHESIANS V. 


Ch'utian reUUive Baites. 

T^IVES, submit yourselves uuto your own liusbauds, as 
^ ^ unto the Lord. 

23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ 
is the head of the church ; and lie is the saviour of the body 

24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the 
wives he to their own husbands in every thing. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
(diuroh, and gave? himself for it ; 

26' That he might sanctify and cleanse it with tlic washing 
of water by the word, 

27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle, oi any such thing; but that, it 
should be Iioly and without blemish. 

28 So ought men to love tlieir wives as their own bodic.< 5 . 
He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 

29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh ; hut nourlshotb 
.and cherishetli it, even as the Lord the t^lmrch: 

30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his 
bones. 

81 l^or tliis cause sliall a man leave his father and mother, 
and shall he joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one 
flesh. 

32 This is a great mystery: but 1 speak concerning Christ 
and the church. 

83 Nevertheless, let every one of you in particular so love 
Ills wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence 
her husband, 

EPHESIANS VI. 

obey your parents in the Lord : for this is 

2 Honour thy father and mother; which is the first com- 
mandment with promise ; 

8 That it may be w^ell with thee, and thou mayest live long 
on the earth. ^ 

4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath : but 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 


HinAmoKs trroir Epeks. v., vi, — Qonuine affection among mom- 
Mrs of is the only real source of domestic comfort and 

happiness. When fkthers and mothers exemplify this love, united 

instrumental in conferririg the 
greatest benefit upon their offspring, and in making their habitation 
on of heaven. Is the relation of husband t^^ical and ilhis- | 


trative of Christas blessed relation to his Ohorch } Then how mitdh 
should husbands endeavour to imitate Christ in following his blessed 
example — in loving their wives as he loved the Churoh ! Let us 
admire the display of Christ’s love to his Churoh, in sanctifying her 
by his Spirit, making her conformable to his hofy image, and in 
adorning her with his comeliness. This teaches the importwt lesson, 
that Avc Bhould feel deeply concerned for each other’s spiritual im- 
provement ; that we should study to resemble Christ’s image, and to 
follow his footsteps. 


PRAYER, 

M ost merciful Father and God, in drawing near thy 
throne we would humbly pray that, in our frequent 
approaches to thy presence, Ave may receive an increasing love 
i to religious exercises, and an increasing delight in fellowship 
with thee, the Father, Son, and Spirit. With reverence and 
humility we adore thc(i as the self-existent God. Before the 
mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the 
earth and the Avorld, even from everlasting thou art God. We 
seek the aid of the Holy Spirit, to enable us to present our 
evening sacrifice with sincerity and faith ; remembering that 
Avithout faith it is impossible to please God, and whatsoever 
is not of faith is sin. Let our prayer at this time be set 
bclbrc thee as incense, and the lifting up of our bauds as the 
evening sacrifiee, through the merits of Jesus. 

Bless to us Ihc reading of tlie Holy Scriptures; may what 
w'c have now road remind us of our great short-comings in the 
exercise of Christian love, and in the performance of relative 
duties. liord, bless all the families with which we are con- 
nected, and let Christian love reign in the midst of them, 
bhiable fathers and mothers to love one another as Christ 
loves the Churoh. Teach husbands ever to place before their 
eyes the most blessed example of Jesus, and. may the love of 
the Redeemer to bis people stir them up mightily to the 
(jxercise of that Christian aflectiou which will render their 
families on earth a blessed emblem of the felicity of the 
church in heaven. 

We ])ray for ])arcnts generally, that they may be enabled, 
Avith eouNcientions diligence and aflectiou, to watch over the 
eternal ijitcrests of their children, and train them up for God, 
for heaven and immortality. O impress the minds of parents 
Avith a sense of the uns])eakable worth of the souls of their 
oflspring. Teacli them to surrender their children to the 
arms and the care of Jesus, encouraged by the merciful invi- 
tation which fell from the lips of the Saviour of men ; Sufler 
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of 
such is the kingdom of God. 

We pray for the rising race. May the means used for their 
conversion issue in the conversion of thousands. O that all the 
children in our land were instructed to sing, Hosanna to the 
son of David, Avho has come in the name of the Lord to save 
us ! hosanna in the highest ! 

May our dear children wevei' forget the first commandmeni 
with promise : Honour thy father and mother. 

O Jesus, we rejoice in thy love to the Church. Thou hast 
died for thy pco])le, and we rejoice that thou wilt present 
them all before thy Father’s throne in heaven, a glorious 
church, without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing. May 
we belong to thy Church and kingdom, and be found among 
thy people, for ever arrayed in garments of salvation tm 
glory. 

Mercifully forgive our sins, and accept of thanks for tke 
mercies of the day. Give to our* feeble bodi^ of day in- 
vigorating and refreshing sleep. Hear our prayers, for otir , 
Mediator’s sake. Amen. 


THIETY.NINTH WEEK. -THUBSDAY MORNING. 


TRltTMPH OVER DEATH. 

OhaikM* Oramm Providence OoUege* C. m. 

1 ^REAT God, I own thy aentence juat, 

” And nature must decay : 

I yield my body to tlie dust, 

To dwell with fellow clay. 

2 Yet faith may triumj-jh o’er the grave, 

And tinmplo on the tombs : 

My Jesus, my lledeemer lives. 

My God, my Saviour comes. 

8 The mighty Conqueror shall appear. 

High on a roy^ seat. 

And Death, the last of all his foes, 

Lie vanquished at his feet. Watto, fl, I?. /. 

JOB XIX. 

Joh*e Sorrows and Hopes, 

rpHEN Job answered and said, 

A 2 How lotig will ye vex my soul, and break me in pieces 
with words ? 

3 These ten times have yc reproached me: ye arc not 
ashamed that ye make yourselves strange to me. 

4 And be it indeed that 1 liave erred, mine error remainetli 
with myself. 

5 If indeed ye will magnify yourselves against me, and 
plead against me my reproach : 

6 Know now that God hath overthrown me, and hath 
compassed me with ins net. 

7 Behold, I ciy out of wrong, but I am not heard ; I cry 
aloud, but there is no judgment. 

8 He hath fenced up my way that I cannot pass, and he 
liath set darkness in my paths. 

9 He hath stripped me of my glory, and taken the crown 
from my head. 

13 He hath put my brethren far from me, and mine 
acqxiaintance arc verily estranged from me. 

I'i My kinsfolk have failed, and my familiar friends have 
forgotten me. 

15 They that dwell in mine house, and my maids, count me 
for a stranger ; I am an alien in their sight. 

16 I called my servant, and he gave me no answer ; I en- 
treated him with my mouth. 

17 My breath is strange to my wife, though 1 intreated for 
the children's sake of mine own body. 

18 Yea, young children despised me; I arose, and they 
spake against me. 

20 My bone cleaveth to my skin and to my flesh, and I am 
escaped with the skin of my teeth. 

21 Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye my friends ; 
for the hand of God hath touched me. 

23 Oh that my words were now written ! oh that they were 
printed in a book ! 

24 That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the 
rock for ever I 

26 For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth ; 

26 And though after my skin worms destroy this body^ yet 
in my flesh shall I see God : 

27 Whom I sbcdl see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, 
and not another ; though my reins be consumed within me. 

28 But ye should say, Why persecute we him, seeing the 
root of the matter is found in me ? 

29 Be ye afraid of the sword : for wrath bringeth the punish- 
ments of the sword, that ye may know there is a judgment. 

Bjunaonoirs itpoit Jos xzx.«— A re believers sometimes sorrowful 
and peiplexed } Jesus is their very presmt help in time of trouble. 


He is ncor thorn to comfort them, and ho is near to counsel them. 
Valuable as human comforters are, tliey sink into insignifloancs 
compared with him. What is the cup of water (lompared with 
the overflowing fountain ? And what is the twinkling star com- 
pared with the splendours of tho sun? Wo can afford to be without 
earthly comforters if Jesus is our comforter, wlio is tho consolation 
of Israel. False ftiendship fades and dies under tho inHuenco of 
adversity. Tho love of Jesus, the true friend, remains still the same, 
even when his people are enveloj)ed with fuiversity’s darkest gloom. 
While adversity drives false friends away, it is then Christ’s love 
shines with greatest brightness. May wc ho inspired with faith in 
Clirist as the resurrection and tho life, and as the glorious Judge, 
who shall pronounce upon us a sentence of acquittal before an 
assembled universe. Like Job, may we have tho assured hopes that 
our bodies at the last day shall awoke, arrayed in robes of immor- 
tality. Amen. 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, thou art the sovereign of the universe, and 
^ the almighty maker of heaven and of earth, O graciously 
help us at this time by thy good spirit to call on thy great 
name with filial affection and devotional humility, relying on 
Christ for acceptance. Thou liast set thy glory above the 
heavens. Thou art so exalted al)ove all blessing and praise, 
that the loudest anthems of the chiefest angels cannot in the 
slightest degree increase thine essential felicity. 

What reason have we to mourn uJidcr the influence of the 
most sincere penitence, Uiat the glory of our nature, with which 
we were originally formed, has been laid in the dust by tho 
desolating ravages of sin ! We should not only lament over 
our own individual and family sins, but wc should mourn over 
the alarming prevalence of sin among all the tribes of men. 
Aias, O Lord, our world is a [)rovince of thy vast dominions, 
where all the race of man has risen up in rebellion against 
thee their Creator and God ! Lord, have mercy on a rebellious 
world, aud turn the hearts of the inhabitants to thyself. Lord 
Jesus, gird thy sword on thy tlngn, ride prosperously in thy 
gospel chariot among the nations, and let the kingdoms of the 
earth bow in loving submission before thy mediatorial authority. 

Sanctify to our minds what we have now read of the afflic- 
tions of Job. We rejoice that the bright beams of heavenly 
glory shone through the dark cloud of his suffering and grief. 
In all our afflictions, may we have the presence of God, and be 
comforted with the hopes of tlic joys of heaven. 

When we are called upon in thy providence, O Lord, to be 
vexed in our spirit by the malevolence and enmity of men, 
may we rejoice in the unchanging love of God. Blessed Jesus, 
teach us to remember thy sorrows. Wliat are all the sorrows 
of the most afflicted of human beings compared with thine? 
Truly there was no sorrow like unto thy sorrow, in the day 
when the Lord afflicted thee. 

Give to our children that grace by which they shall be 
2 )repared for the day of affliction. Should they be called in 
early life to endure thy chastening rod, may they find that it 
is good to bear the yoke in their youth. 

May the pride of our heart be humbled and subdued, when 
we think of the body being dissolved by death, and laid down 
in the dust, to lie reduced to ashes in the tomb. But may wo 
not be overwhelmed with the thought, when we remember 
that Jesus died to take the sting of death away, and raise the 
bodies of the saints from the ruins of the grave arrayed in robes 
of immortality. May each one of us be taught to sing, I know 
that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter 
day upon the earth ; and though after my skin worms destroy 
this body, yet in my flesh shill I see God, whom I shall see 
fur myself, though my reins be consumed within me. 

We thank our God for the blessings of another night : guide 
us by thy counsel this day ; and all we ask is for Immanuel^s 
sake, our blessed and exmt^ High Priest. Amen. 
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THIRTY-NINTH WEEK.— THURSDAY EVBNINH. 


TBS ABMOCB OV GOD. 

VermfmU LcMdalt* * p * m . 

1 OOLDIERS of Clirist, arise 

And put your armour on, 
dtroug in the strength which God supplied!, 

Through his eternal Son ; 

Strong in the Lord of hosts, 

And in his mighty power ; 

Who in the strength of Jesus trusts. 

Is more than coiuiueror. 

2 Stand then in his great might, 

With all your strength endued, 

But take, to arm you for the fight, 

The j)nnoply of God : 

That having all things done. 

And all your coiiilicts past, ^ 

Ye may o’crcome through Clirist alone, 

And stand entire at lust. 

C. Whsley 

EPHESIANS VI. 

Tht Chrhtian A rmour. 

\ OERVANTS, be obedient to them that are your masters 
^ aoeording to the flesli, with fear and trembling, iu single- 
ness of your heart, as uiito Christ ; 

6 Not with eyescrvice, as meupleasers ; but as the servants 
of Christ, doing the will of God from tlie heart ; 

7 With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to 
men : 

8 Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the 
same shall he receive of the Lord, whether //e bond or free, 

9 And, ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbearing 
threatening: knowing that your Master also is iu heaven; 
neither is there respect of persons with him. 

10 Finally, my brethren, be strong iu the Lord and in the 
power of his might. 

11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may dc jarne 
to stand against the wiles of the devil, 

12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulcirs of the darkness 
of this world, against spiritual wickedness iu liigli pfiwes, 

13 Wherefore take unto you the wLole armour of God, that 
ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all, to stand. 

14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about witli trutli, 
and having on the breastplate of righteousness ; 

15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel 
of peace ; 

16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall 
be able to quench all the fiery darts, of the wicked. 

17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God : 

1 8 Praying always with all prayer and supplication iu the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and sup- 
plication- for all saints; 

19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that 
I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of 
the gospel, 

20 For which I am an ambassador in bonds ; that therein 

1 may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. I 

21 But that ye also may know my affairs, and how I do, 
Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, 
shall make known to you all things : 

22 Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that ye 
might know our affairs, and that he might comfort your hearts. 

28 Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

24 Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ 
in sincerity. Amen. 

W 


ItowtcTiows OTOW Ephbs. VI.— SeTTants aboM xeme^ tot 
Jesus, though Lord of aU, became the servant of in 

the Ukenoss of God, and esteeming it no rpbb^ to be equM nritt 
God, ho took upon him tlxo form of a servant. Let sewimta 
Christ their pattern : then they wiU prove vjduable to thwoartbdy 
employers, as Eliezer proved to Abraham, and as Phoebe ma to toe 
apostles. Those servants are blessings to themselves, to others, and 
to the Church of Christ ; yea, they ore lovely and Hvely 
and read of all men, who, in their service, are more influenced by the 
fear of God than the fear of man. On the other hand, masters who 
have the fear of God in their heart, will never act toward their 
servants the ovc‘rbearing part of tyrants. They will study to perform 
the part of friends, comforters, guardians, and instructors. Are we 
the soldiers of Christ ? May wo carefully and valiantly flght the 
good light of faith, then wo shall at last receive the conqueror’s 
crown. 


PRAYER. 

O LORD, our God and Saviour, thou alone hast immortalily. 
How inconceivably dazzling and glorious is that light in 
which thou dost dwell, and which no mortal eye has seen or 
can see, till it is invested wdtli spiritual properties and immortal 
strength ! We are infinitely unworthy to take thy holy, 
reverend name into our polluted lips. We rejoice that there 
is an infinite worthiness in Jesus, and that we are encouraged 
to draw near thy mercy-seat with confidence and acceptance. 
Thou, O Lord, art the searcher of all hearts, and thou under- 
standest all the thoughts of the imaginations of men. Thine 
eye is never for one moment removed from the meanest of thy 
creatures ; and thou art constantly beholding the evil and the 
good. 

Alas, that our hearts, our imaginations, our desires, and our 
affections are so vile ! Thou scest all the corruption and de- 
pravity of our deceitful hearts. Truly, O Lord, we have been 
unprofitable servants, and deserve to be cast into outer dark- 
ness, where there is weeping and wailing and gnashing of 
teeth. We bless thee that we have not been sent to receive 
the demerit of our sins. We thank thee for sparing mercy ; 
O bless us witli saving mercy ! Now wc are tne monuments 
of thy forbearance — through eternity may wc be the objects of 
thy love. 

We thank a gracious Providence for the mercies of the day. 
May the sins of which we have been guilty be forgiven, Blot 
out as a thick cloud our transgressions, and as a cloud our 
sins. May we and all our relatives be in thy holy keeping 
this night. When we a/c asleep, may we bo secure from all 
danger, undo’ the wings of thy love. 

Give all of us grace to obey the salutary counsels we have 
now read. Bless all who are in the capacity of servants. May 
they be obedient to those who are their masters after the flesh, 
in singleness of heart as unto Christ. Comfort them with the 
pleasing tmth, that they arc under the Saviour’s affectionate 
eye, and that their faithful service given to their earthly masters 
will meet with the acceptance of their gracious Redeemer. 

We thank thee, the captain of our salvation, for providing 
the whole armour of God. Convince us of the absolute neces- 
sity of this armour. Give us thy grace, that we mav put it on, 
and use it iu our spiritual defence. Arrayed in this armour, 
may we obtain victory over our flesh and blood, principalities 
and powers, the rulers of the darkness of this^ world : yea, even 
over spiritual wickednesses in high places. Lord, give us skill 
to use the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God j tbm 
we shall be conquerors, and more than conquerors. 

Make our dear children and domestice the good eoldiere ^fr 
Jems Christ ; and in early Itfe may they subdue their spiritwil 
foes. 

Graciously hear our prayers, and lEbrgive our sins^ to Jeans 
our Redeemer’s sidLC. Amen. 


'tHIBTY.iaifTH WEEK,— JIUDAir UO^INO 


l^iMMnftlTT OF THX WIOKSO. 

jioxtoih W(Mta^» M* 

1 1^0» I ditiU envy them no more 

Who grow profanely great, 

Though they inoreas’e their golden store, 

And rise to wondrous height. 

8 Thw taste of all the joys that grow 
ijpon this earthly clod ; 

Well, they may search the creature through, 

For they have ne’er a God. 

8 Shake off the thoughts of dying too, 

And think the life your own ; 

But death comes hastening on to you, 

To mow your glory down. 

Watts, 56, /?. 7/. 

JOB XXI. 

Proiperity and Ruin of wicked Meiu 


B ut Job answered and said, 
2 Hear diliireiitlv mv anee 


2 Hear diligently my speech, and let this be your con- 
solations. 

8 Suffer me that I may speak; and after that 1 have 
spoken, mock on. 

4 As for me, is my complaint to man ? and if if were soj 
why should not my spirit be troubled ? 

6 Mark mo, and be astonished, and lay your hand upon 
yemr mouth. 

G Even when I remember I am afraid, and trembling 
taketh hold on my flesh. 

7 Wherefore do the wicked live, become old, yea, are 
mighty in power? 

8 Their seed is established in their sight with them, and 
their offspring before their eyes. 

9 Their houses are safe from fear, neither is the rod of God 
upon them. 

10 Their bull gendereth, and faileth not ; their cow ealveth, 
and casteth not her calf. 

11 They send forth their little ones like a flock, and their 
children dance. 

12 They take the timbrel and harp, and rejoice at the 
sound of the organ. 

13 They spend their days in wealth, and in a moment go 
down to the grave. 

14 Therefore they say unto God, Depart from us ; for we 
desire not the knowledge of thy ways. 

16 What is the Almighty, that we should serve him ? and 
what profit should we have, if we pray unto him ? 

17 How oft is the candle of the wicked put out ? and how 
oft cometh their destruction upon them? God distributeth 
sorrows in his anger. 

22 Shall any teach God knowledge? seeing he judgeth 
those that are high ? 

28 One dieth in his full strength, being wholly at ease and 
quiet. 

24 His breasts 'are full of milk, and his bones are moistened 
with marrow.. 

25 And another dieth in the bitterness of bis soul, and 
never eateth with pleasure. 

26 They shall lie down alike in the dust, and the worms 
shall ODver them. 

,BKl!£aotxoirs uFON Job xxi. — Job’s pretended friends refused to 
hsss hk Toioe. May we never refuse to hear Christ’s wise and 
'merciftd voioe. May it not bo said of us at the judgment-day, 

cail^ and ye refused; I stretched out my han^ and no man 
May God forbid, and prevent that wo should live 
’ sim din in iKitinnisafon of such a sin, and that we should ever 
upon ovmieives auoh a doom! We should never undervalue 


the oompassion of earthly friends; but the situation of those ii 
exceedingly to be deplore, who prefer the compassion of human 
Mends to the compassion of Christ, and who would rather pour 
their complaint into thsir bosom than into the bosom of Christ. 
Long life, wealth, and power, without piety, arc lost talents, which 
will immensely add to the compunction, sorrow, and despair of 
wicked men, when they shall shut their eyes in death, and enter 
I upon the awful realities of a future world. When the wicked man 
dies, nil is lost, irrevocably lost, lost for ever! When the righteous 
man dies, all is gain, he enters upon an inheritance that never fadeth 
away. 

PRAYER. 

TNFINITELY holy and blessed Jehovah, whom we approach 
in Jesus^ name, we worship and adore thee as the un- 
created fountain of all being, wisdom, purity, and perfection. 
Thou art God alone, and beside thee there is none else. So 
dependent are all creatures and worlds on thee, that, if thou 
wert to withdraw from them for one moment thy maintaining 
and upholding hand, they must instantly return to their original 
nothing. Thou art the wonderful Creator of the vast universe, 
and art worthy of the homage of all thine intelligent subjects. 
We feel that it is not only our duty, but our privilege, to 
worship before thee. O may we experience increasing deliglit 
in thy service 1 May we ever find that there is no time so 
pleasantly, so profitably engaged, as that which is filled up by 
the service and the worship of God. Animate our hearts with 
unfeigned thankfulness and joy, that we can have constant 
access to the mercy-seat, by the blood which Jesus shed upon 
I th(i accursed tree. 

Wc thank thee, gracious God, for thy patc^rual and watchful 
care during tlui past night, and that we are still within the 
reach and call of mcrey’s voice. We bless thee for the light 
of another day ; O give us the light of thy smiles, and the 
light of thy salvation ! Entering on another day, wo would 
resign ourselves and all that wc have into thy hand, that we 
may ever be employed in thy service and devoted to thy glory. 
Direct us in the path of duty, prciserve us in thy fear, and may 
all our lawful undertakings be crowned with success. When 
we are blessed with temporal prosperity, make us humble ; 
and when wc are called to experience temporal losses, make 
us sul)missive to the will of our heavenly Father, who has 
permitted ns to call him the portion of our soul. 

Wc pray for the blessing of tlie Holy Spirit on what we 
have now read. May we ever look upon the sacred Scriptures 
as the speech of Christ, ’l^each us diligently to hear the speech 
of Christ; then we sliall find his speech comforting worM. 0 
that we could say of Christ’s gracious words, Thy word was 
found of me, and I did cat it ; thy word was the joy and the 
rejoicing of my soul ! 

In all our alllictious may we be instructed to make our 
complaint known unto God ; and may we rejoice exceedingly 
that, though the door of earthly friends is shut against us in 
the day of our calamity, the door of mercy is ever open, and 
the throne of grace constantly accessible. 

Lord, give thy Holy Spirit to our children. Never may 
they be left to say to God, Depart from us, for we desire not 
the knowledge of thy name. 

O have mercy on hardened and impenitent souls, who say 
with daring presumption, and on the very border of eternity. 
What is the Almighty, that we should serve him ? and what 
profit should we have, if we pray unto him ? Teach such to 
reflect on the awful consequences of such hardened impeni- 
tence, in the world of spirits. O pluck our graceless friends 
as brands out of the burning ! 

We present before thee our morning sacrifice. Hear, 
answer, and forgive, for the sake of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


THIETY-NINTH WEEK.— FRIDAY EVENING. 


£T£RNA.L AND tJNCHANOSABLE LOVB. 
BimmgKam. Stourport. JBethesda, 

1 f \ MY distrufitful heart, 

^ How small thy faith appears ! 
But greater, Lord, thou art 
Than all my doubts and fears : 

Bid Jesus once upon me shine r 
Then Jesus is for ever mine. 

2 Unchangeable his will. 

Though dark may be my frame, 
Ilis loving heart is still 
Eternally the same : 

My soul through many changes goes, 
Ilis love no vuiiation knows. 

3 Thou, Lord, wilt carry on. 

And perfectly jierform 
The work thou hast begun 
In mo a sinful worm : 

Midst all my fears, and sin, and woo, 
Thy Spirit will not let mo go. 


PHILIPPIANS I. 

Tkfi Apoitlea* Lore to the Saints. 

P AUL and Tiraotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all 
the saints in Christ Jesus whieh are at Philippi, with the 
bishops and deacons : 

2 Grace he unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 

4 Always in every prayer of mine for you all making 
request with joy, 

6 For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until 
now; 

6 Being confident of this very tiling, that he which hath 
begun a good work in you will perform il until the day of 
JesuB Christ ; 

7 Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, 
because I have you in ray lieart ; inasmucli as both in my 
I)onds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye 
all are partakers of my grace. 

8 For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in 
the bowels of Jesus Christ. 

9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more 
in knowledge and in all judgment ; 

10 That ye may approve things that are excellent ; that ye 
may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ ; 

11 Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, wliich are 
by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. j 

12 But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the 
things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto 
the fiirtherance of the gospel ; 

13 So that my l)ond8 in Christ are manifest in all the 
palace, and in all other places; 

14 And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing con- 
fident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word 
without fear. 


Bbtovctiobb vtov Philip, i. — Paul, and his associates in the holy 
ministry, furnish a lovely and instructivt) lesson of Christian unity. 
This is the bond of pt'ace. This is the Divine cord which binds 
saints on earth and saints in heaven. This is tho cement which 
strengthens and unites the living stones of the spiritual temple, the 
Church, forming a compact whole, which never can be rent asunder. 
0 whet an infinite, over-flowing, ever-flowing fountain of streams 
and blesaings, meroies and comfit, is the Qod of solvation, Hie Qod 


and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ! Let us dailjv 
eamesUy, and thankfuUy apply to this Divine and ^ous fountain 
There we shall receive grace for every time of need ; there we shall 
receive that peace which passeth all understanding, which is of a 
heavenly origin, which is a preparative for, and a ^lude c^, the joys 
of heaven. 0 may we hear Jesus saying to us, << Peace I leave with 
'^you, my peace I give unto you ; not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you : let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afimd!” Amen. 


PRAYER. 

0 LORD, thou art most high and holy. The very heavena 
arc not clean in thy sight. We adore thee as the Lord 
and the life of all creation. Great is our Lord, and of great 
power; his understanding is infinite. Holy Spirit, give us 
thine influence, that we may glorify thy perfections, which 
appear in all the objects of thy vast creation, by which we are 
surrounded. O what riiason have we to rejoice in the richer 
manifestations of thine attributes in the great plan of salvation 
iiecomplished in the fulness of time on Calvary^s cross 1 

Blessed be thy name, that, when sacrifices and offerings 
could not remove thine anger, which our sins had awfully pro- 
voked, at the appointed time thy Son came from heaven to 
earth, and bowed his head and died. We rejoice that by 
his blood justice is satisfied, and that by his stripes we are 
iiealcd. 

Thou gracious and Divine Benefactor, we thank thee for the 
protection and blessings of the past day. By thy goodness we 
arc, continued in the land of the living ; and we are the wit- 
cesses of thy mercy, compassion, and forliearance. O that 
the conclusion of the day may remind us of the close of life I 
We commend ourselves and all our relatives and friends to thy 
care this night. Give thine angels charge over us, and may 
they hold us up in their hands for good. During the hours 
of darkness, sleep, and repose, may they watch around our 
beds. ’ And may we awake on the approaching day, to speak 
of thy power and to glorify thy grace. 

Like Paul, may we he loving and faitlifiil servants of Christ. 
By nature wc are sinners, filled with enmity against God ; by 
grace may we be made saints, filled with the love of God. By 
nature we are sinners, travelling the downward road to per- 
dition ; by grace may we be made saints, then shall we travel 
upwards to the abodes of holiness and love. Lord, give us 
unfeigned love to thy saints, and unfeigned compassion for 
souls perishing in sin. Let this loVe, let this compassion 
pre-eminently reign in the hearts of all who profess to be the 
heralds of the Gospel and the ministers of Christ. 

Enable us as a family fervently to love each other, and 
eai'uestly to commend each other to the mercy of God on the 
anus of our affectionate supplications. Give each one of us 
the satisfying evidence that we are the subjects of grace. If 
the good work of salvation is begun within us, we praise and 
adore thine unmerited love and boundless compassion. 

If our dear children or servants have’ not yet tasted that the 
Lord is gracious^ if they have not yet seen and admired the 
loveliness of Christ, 0 do Thou begin in ikeir souls the good 
work of a regenerating change. 

Teach us all to abound iu love more and more, in knowledge 
and in all judgment. May we approve the things that are 
excellent; and in the day of Christ may we be sincere and 
without offence. O fill us with the fruits' of righteoasnessi 
which aie by Christ, unto the glory of God. 

Lord, hear our imperfect supplications, for Jesus’ sdee, who 
is worthy of the praises of saints, and of the adoration of 'anged^ 
Amen. 


THIRTY-NINTH WEEK.— SATURDAY MORNING. 


^ OOD 8£LF«8I7PF1CIENT. 

Wwrmck, JoTdm*i Jhmki, Elinu Prac(/M. c. tc. 

1 L' ARTH has engrossed my love too long ! 

" 'Tis time I lift mine eyes 

Upward, dear Father, to thy throne, 

And to my native skies. 

2 Seraphs with elevated .strains 

Circle the throne around ; 

And move and charm the starry plains 
With an immortal sound. 

8 Jesus, the Lord, their harps employs : — 

Jesus, my love, they sing ! 

Jesus, the life of both our joys, 

Sounds sweet from every string. 

4 Now let mo mount and join their song, 

And bo an angel too ; 

JkTy heart, my car, my hand, my tongue, — 

Heroes joyful work for you ! Watih. 

JOB XXII. 

Eliphaz reproving Job. 

rilHEN Eliphaz -the Temanite answered and said, 

2 Can a man be profitable unto God, as lie that is wise 
may be profitable unto liimself? 

3 Is it any pleasure to the Almighty, that thou art righ- 
teoiis? or is it gain to him, that thou inakest thy ways perfect? 

4 Will he reprove thee for fear of thee? will he enter Avith 
thee into judgment? 

5 Is not thy wickedness great? and tliinc iniquities in- 
finite ? 

6 For thou hast taken a pledge from thy brother Ibr 
nought, and stripped the naked of their clothing. 

7 Thou hast not given water to the weary to drink, and 
thou hast withholden bread from the luiiigry. 

8 But as for the mighty man, he lia(i the earth ; and the 
honourable man dwelt in it. 

9 Thou hast sent widows away empty, and the anns of the 
fatheideRS have been broken. 

10 Therefore snares are round about thee, and sudden fear 
troubleth thee. 

12 Is not God in the height of heaven? and behold the 
height of the stars, how high they arc ! 

13 And thou sajTst, How doth God know? can he judge 
through the dark cloud ? 

14 Thick clouds are a covering to him, that he sceth not; 
and he walkcth iu the circuit of heaven. 

21 Acquaint now thyself with liim, and be at jieace : 
thereby good shall come unto thee. 

22 llcceive, I pray thee, the law from his mouth, and lay 
up his words in thine heart. 

23 If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up, 
thou shalt put away iniquity far from thy tabernacles. 

24 Then shalt thou lay up gold as dust, and the ^old of 
Ophir as the stones of the brooks. 

26 Yea, the Almighty shall be thy defence, and thou shalt 
have plenty of silver. 

26 For then shalt thou have thy delight in the Almighty, 
and shalt lift up thy face unto God. 

27 Thou shalt make thy prayer unto him, and he shall 
liear thee, and thou shalt pay thy vows. 

28 Thou shalt also decree a thing, and it shall he esta- 
blished unto thee : and the light shall shine upon thy ways. 

29 When men are cast down, then thou shalt say, T/{,ere is 
lifting up ; and he shall save the humble person. 

30 He shall deliver the island of the innocent ; and it is 
delivered by the pureness of thine hands. 

Rkvlecxioks UFOir Job xxn. — Infinite independence is one of the 
Miontial attributes of Jehovah. All arc necessarily dependent on 


him ; for ** it is in him we live, and move, and have our belag.^ 
He is, therefore, necessarily independent of nM, and dependent on 
none. The graces and righteousness of God’s people cannot add 
to his essential happiness, but still ho delights in their graces moie 
than they can do themselves, and in that glorious robe of right- 
eousness in which they aro arrayed. No (‘urthly parent, of the 
most exalted piety, can possibly rejoice in the virtues and graces 
which beautify their regenerated children, as Christ delights in the 
graces of liis redeemed people. In the glow.ihg language of the 
sacred, inspired song, Jesus is represented as saying respoctuig his 
Church, Let mo sec thy face, let mo lioar Ihy voice ; lor sweet is 
thy voice, and thy countenance is comely.’^ 


PRAYER. 

0 LOR1) our God, thou art infinitely independent of all 
beings, and thou requircst neither the counsel of the 
Avisc nor the help of the mighty. Compared Avith thy wisdom, 
the Avisdom of the wisest is folly ; and, compared Avith thy 
power, the strength of the most mighty is weakness.- None 
can be profitable nnto thee, as he that is wise is profitable to 
himself. The righteousness of men cannot increase thine 
essential blessedness ; and it is no gain to thee, even if our 
Avays were perfect. O Lord, thou dwellest on high ; thou art 
in the height of heaven, on a throne so high that the imagina- 
tion of archangels cannot reach its height. Even tlio height 
of the stars sinks into insignificance, compared with the lofty 
magnificence of thy throne. Still, it is our privilege to 
approach thy throne in Jesus^ name. 

Lord, we confess that our iniquities arc great, and our 
wickedness infinite. We acknowledge that ail oiir sins are 
directed against the infinite glory of all tliy perfections. 
Lord, enter not into judgment Avith us, for we could not 
stand before thee. Look upon us not as we have sinned, but 
look upon us in the face of thine Anointed ; then we shall bo 
accepted in thy sight. 

Lord, have mercy on our dear friends Avho are living in 
impenitence and sin. Deliver them from the delusive thought 
that they can conceal their sin and impiety from thee. Suffer 
them not to say, in the language of atheistical profanity, How 
doth God know? can he judge through the (lark cloud? O 
Lord, thick clouds arc no covering to thee; and, though thou 
Avulkcst through the circuit of heaven, thy penetrating eye 
sees with the greatest distinetiiess all the thoughts, purposes, 
and actions of the children of men. 

Lon/, ma/ce our dear children and domestics savingly 
acquainted with thee ; then they shall he at peace with thee 
as their reconciled God in Christ, 

Blessed Jesus, may ail of ns be under thy Divine and 
saving instruction. Teach us to receive the law from thy 
mouth, and to lay up tliy A\ords in our heart. Graciously 
sanctify our memory, and make it a treasury filled with the 
richest jewels of Divine knoAvlcdge. Lord, wc mourn over 
the weakness and the treachery of our memory. 

We confess that ])y nature and practice avc have wandered 
far from God. Thou art calling upon us in thy Gospel, 
Return, If thou hadst dealt witli us according to our desert, 
thou AA^oUidst have cast us off’ for ever, and have said to us. 
Depart, Holy Spirit, turn us and all our relatives to God 
our Father in Christ. AVc tliank thee that thou hast pro- 
mised that, if wc turn, thou Avilt build us up,. and thou wilt 
put iniquity far from our tabernacles. As a familjr may we 
be Avholly turned unto thee, the Father of our spirits ; then 
our abode shall become the sanctified residence of the Lord 
our God. 

We thank God for the mercies of the night, and we seek 
the comfort of thy direction and presence this day. Lord, 
bear the prayer wc have presented before thee, for Jesus' 
sake. And to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost we would 
ascribe glory, honour, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen* 
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THIKTY-NINTH WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENING. 


NSiaiNa TO UBPART^ AND UK WITH CHRIST. 
Deliverance. NaiUwovtk. FmocctU 

1 Ty'IIIIiE on tlie vorgo of life I stand, 

And view tho scone on either bund, 
Mysi )irit struggles with my clay, 

And longs to wing its ilight away. 

2 here Jesus dwells my soul would be, 

And fttiiits my much-loved Lord to see ; 

Earth, twine no more about my heart ! 

Eor ^tis far better to depart. 

3 (lome, yo angelic envoys ! come, 

And lead tho willing pilgrim hoiiio ! 

Ye know tho way to .tesus’ throne, 

Hourco.of my joys, and of your own. 

4 That blissful interview, how sweet ! 

To fall transported at his feet! 

Ed sod in his arms to view his face, 

Through the full beamings of )jis grace ! 


DouuiiiiHm. 


PHILIPPIANS I. 

Paul'* Devotednejia to Ch*riai. 

O OME indeed preacli Christ even of envy and strif(! ; and 
^ BOine also of good will : 

16 The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, su])- 
posiiig to add allliction to my bonds : 

17 But tho otlicr of love, knowing that I am set for the 
defence of the gospel. 

IB Wliat then? notwithstanding, every Avay, whether in 
pretcuce, or in truth, Clirist is preached; and I therein do 
rejoice, yea, and wdll rejoice. 

19 For 1 know tliat tliis sliall turn to my salvation through 
your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus (.’hrist, 

20 According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that 
in nothing I sliall ho ashamed, hut that with all boldness, as 
always, so now also Clirist shall he magnified in my body, 
whether it be by life, or by death. 

21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die? is gain. 

22 But if I live in the flesh, tin’s is the fruit of my labour: 
yet what 1 shall clioose I wot not. 

23 For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to 
depart, and to be witli Christ; which is far better: 

24 Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for 
you. 

25 And having this confidence, I know that I sliall aliido 
and continue witli you all for your furtherance and joy of 
faith ; 

26 That your rejoicing may be more abundant in Jesus 
Christ for me by iny coming to you again. 

27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel 
of Christ : that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, 
I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, 
with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel ; 

28 And in nothing terrified by your adversaries : which is 
to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, 
and that of God. 

29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not 
only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake ; 

80 Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now 
hear to be in me 

Rkflkctiows upon Puitir. i. — What a precious boon is the Gospel 
of Christ ! and it is peculiarly and flagrantly dishonoured and dese- 
crated when it is proclaimed, not for the honour of God, or the 
etornal interest of souls, but from the base motives of pride, selfish- 
ness, or envy. The Gospel is pre-eminenUy the gospel of peace, 
showing how peace with God may be obtained, and dso the mean in 
546 


tho hand of God’s Spirit by which peace is conveyed to the sod, 
from which it never can bo removed. How preposterous, how 
daring, to employ this peaceful gospel as a mean of animosity and 
contention! Let us rejoice tho Gospel is preached, and may it bt 
our earnest prayer, that all who preach this gospdi of love and peace 
may have their hearts warmed with love to Jesus, the author of this 
gospel, that their lives may exemplify that gentleness and peace- 
fulness which tho Gospel breathes, and which appeared in our 
Saviour’s life in all their loveliness and glory. 




PRAYER. 

O Ull God and b’ather in Christ, thou host proclaimed thy- 
self to be gracious and merciful, and thou hast declared 
thy delight in forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin. Lord, 
be gracious to us, for we are unworthy ; be merciful to us, for 
we have rendered ourselves miserable by sin. O thou Hearer 
of prayer, give us the Divine aid of thy Spirit, while we 
endeavour to lift up our eyes in earnest, humble, and believ- 
ing prayer. Lord, we arc unworthy of thy smiles and of 
thine acceptance, for we are perverse and Usobedient ; and we 
have, ill instances without number, trampled upon the autho- 
rity of tho Lord our God. O enable us to epraplify a godly 
sorrow for sin, aiul the most lively faith in Jesus as tho 
Saviour from sin. 

AVc tliank thee, O Lord, for the favours of the past day 
and of the past week. Surely goodness and mercy have fol- 
lowed us all tlic clays of our life. O may we dwell in the 
house of the Lord for ever. Preserve us from all those 
dangers to wliieli we may be exposed this night, and suffer 
no plague to come near our dwelling, or to come near the 
abode of those families and friends in whose welfare we are 
deeply concerned. 

Prepare us, and the minister who watches over us, and 
prepare all the congregations of the people, for the solemni- 
tietl and services of the approaching Sabbath. May the Sun 
of righteousness shed down Ids glorious beams of light arul 
love on every family and on every congregation who shall 
sujipHcato th(j mercy and grace of God. 

May Christ be clearly and faithfully preached by all who 
profess to be the ministers of Christ. We desire to rejoice 
with the apostle that Christ is preached. May all who preach 
Christ proclaim his glory and his grace from holy motives, 
from Jove to his person and admiration of his excellences, and 
an experience of the blessings of his purchase. Lord, give to 
us a rich supply of the influences of the Holy Spirit. 

Maij our children and servants be Jilted with the Holy 
Ghost. 0 may we behold in them the blessed and satisj'ying 
evidence that they are the subjects of his enlightening and 
sanctifying grace. 

Thou, O Jesus, as a Divine creator, hast given us life; and 
as our Saviour thou didst die, that we might live for ever : O 
enable us to live to thee. Great are the obligations under 
which we are laid to live to thee ; give us grace, that, whether 
we live, we may live to Christ ; or,'whetner we die, we may 
die to Christ. With the apostle may we be able to say, For 
to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. Lord, give us a 
greater love to heaven than earth ; ^ive us, we earnestly ptaji 
a greater desire to depart and be with Christ, than to remam 
here below in this life of sin, of weakness, of ignorance, per- 
plexity, temptation, and sorrow. Teach us, in the exercise of 
lively faith, to believe that it is infinitely better to depart and 
be with Christ. Lord, sanctify us ; and may our conversation 
be such as becometh the Gospel. Mercifully hear our prajoni, 
and blot out our sins, for Jesus' sake. Amen, 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with m all 
Amen. 


K)RTIKTH WKEK.^SAJiBATH MOIINING 


SMTKRINQ 000*8 COURTS WIT^ JOY. 

Mdamcthm. JUngwuld, Jhnmark. New Ikmyiarh. l. m* 

J OlJfO to the Lord with joyful voice ; 

^ Let every soul his name adore ; 

The Britiah isles shall send the noise 
Across the ocean to the shore. 

2 Nations, attend before his throne 
With solemn fotw, with sacred joy ; 

Know that the liord is God alone; 

He con create, and he destroy. 

8 His sovereign power, without our aid, 

Made us of clay, and formed us men ; 

And when like wandering sheep we strayed, 

He brought us to his fold again. 

4 We are his people, ■wo his cure, 

Our souls and all our mortal fraTne : 

What lasting honours shall wc rear, 

Almighty Maker, to thy name ! 

6 We’ll crowd thy gates with thankful songs. 

High as the heavens our voices raise ; 

And earth, with her ten thousand tongues, 

Shall fill thy courts with sounding praise. 

6 Wide as the world is thy command, 

Vast as eternity thy love ; 

Firm os a rock thy truth must stand, 

When rolling years shall cease to move. 

Watts, Ps. 100. 


PSALM XCIX. 

Woi'skippiiif/ Qod» 

^T^HE Lord reigiietli; let the people tremble: he sitteth 
between the cherubims ; let the earth be moved. 

2 The Lord is great in Zion ; and he is high above all tlic 
people. 

3 Let them praise thy great and terrible name ; for it is 
holy. 

4 The king’s strength also lovetli judgment; thou (hvst 
establish equity, thou exccutest judgment and righteousncAs 
in Jacob. 

5 Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worship at his footstool ; 
for he is holy. 

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among 
them that call upon his name ; they called upon the Loan, 
and he answered them. 

7 He spake unto them in the cloudy pillar : they kept his 
testimonies, and the ordinance that he gave them. 

8 Thou answeredst them, O Lord our God : thou wast a 
God that forgavest them, though thou tookest vengeance of 
their inventions. 

9 Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at his holy liill; 
for the Lord our God is holy. 

PSALM C. 

Joy fulness in Oodls Service, 

li/T AKE a joyful noise unto tlie Lord, all yc lands. 

2 Serve the Lord with gladness : come before his pre- 
sence with singing. 

8 Know ye that the Lord he is God : it is he that hath 
made us, and not we ourselves ; we are his people, and the 
sheep of his pasture. 

4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his 
courts with praise : be thankfdl unto him, and bless his name. 

6 For the Lord is good ; his mercy is everlasting ; and his 
truth endureth to all generations. 

Rbflrctioxs urox Pbalks xcix., c. — Christ as God reigns over the 
uUiireriie. Does Christ as Mediator reign over my soul ? Have I 
supplicated Jesus to fill the throne of my heart ? was his heart torn 
with a* spear' for mo ? 0 how infinitely entitled is he to reign on 
my affections I Happy is ho who can say, ** 0 Jesus, 


if I had a thousand hearts, I’d give thorn all to thee !” Jesus is 
exalted high in the adoring admiration of the Chureli triumphaiit ia 
heaven, and in the Church milibuit on o»irth. Let it be our earnest 
prayer, that he may be exalted high in our adoring admiration, and 
that wo may say with holy sincerity and devotion, None but Christ ! 
none bet Christ!” If the joy of boliovcrH bo so great ou entering 
God’s sacred courts }>elow, what must bo their . ecstae.ies of delight 
when they shall ptiss through the pearly gates, and en+ertho heavenly 
temple above ! May our hearts be filled with the love of Christ ' 
i This will tune our hearts to sing his praise, and prtipnre us for 
I joining sweetly in the song of Moses and the Lamb before his glorious 
tlirone. 


PRAYER. 

G lorious Jehovah, the creator of the universe, the 
author and the end of all things, thou art the Lord of 
the Sabbath-day. In the name of Jesus we approach thy 
throne of grace. We seek thy spirit, that we may enter on 
this thy day, and engage in its various sacred ordinances with 
reverence, 1‘aith, and thankfulness. 

O Lord, wc adore thee as wonderful in thy nature, and in 
all thine acts. Thou hast done marvellous things. Thou hast 
confounded thine enemies; thy right liand and thine holy 
arm hath gotten thecftbc victory. Enable thy ministering 
servants to speak faithfully of the marvellous things of redemp- 
tion, whicli so far surpass tlie wonders of creation and provi- 
dence. Prepare our miuds, and the minds of the congregation, 
and the minds of all who shall assemble in thy courts, to hear 
and believe and enjoy the wonders of redeeming love. Thou, 
O Lord, art the God of salvation ; and wo rejoice this salvation 
is revealed in the Holy Scriptures, and that it is made known 
to many nations of the earth. Glory to God that the tidings 
of this salvation have readied these lands and the islands of 
the sea. Wc thank thee, O Most High, for all the natural 
and national blessings thou hast conferred upon our native 
land ; but, above all, w'c thank thee for the glorious Gospel, 
the mc8sag(i of eternal love, and for that salvation by which 
the hearts of millions have been filled with joy. 

Have mercy on heathen lands, and soon may this salvation 
and thy righteousness be shown in the sight of the heathen. 
O let the abominations of idolatry speedily be destroyed before 
the blessed light of the Gospel of Christ, Let the efforts which 
are employed by tlic people to disseminate tlie knowledge of 
Jesus in pagan countries V crowned with increasing success. 
O have mercy on the fallen house of Israeli Remember 
graciously thy mercy and thy truth to the liouse of Jacob; 
let all the ends of the earth see the salvation of our God. O 
Lord, tliou art great in Zion ; appear great iu Zion this day. 
May Christ’s glory be revealed to thousands, and may thy 
great grace be glorified iu the conversion of multitudes who 
are now in the darkness of spiritual death. 

Enable all thy ministers and people and churches this day 
to make a joyful noise unto the Lord. May we all enter thy 
courts with thankfulness, and thy gates with praise. To us 
may thy Sabbath be a profitable and a joyful day. 0 gladden 
the hearts of those who are cast down ; and may aged pilgrims 
experience a revival of their spiritual strengtli. May they 
bring forth fruit in old age. 

Bless to our dear children the solemn services of thy day. 
May Divine impressions be produced on their minds, and on the 
minds of our domestics, salutary, saving, and lasting. 

Have pity on the sous and daughters of affliction. Mav 
they rejoice, amidst the clouds of suffering, that thou art good, 
that thy mercy is everlasting, and that thy truth endureth to 
all generations. 

Accept of our thanks for the mercies of the night, and give 
us this day thy Holy Spirit. Hear our prayers, for Jesus’ sake, 
our only and our exalted Saviour. Ameii. 

Our Father which art iu heaven, &c. 

4 /L 2 W 


POETlE'l’Il WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


l^L\t FOR THE HEAD OP A FAMILY. 

Mehtta^d* Swanmclc, Bedford c. M« 

1 justico and of grace I sing, 

^ And pay my Ood my vowh; 

Thy grace and justice, heavonlj^ 

Teach mo to rule niy house. 

2 Now to my tent, 0 God, repair. 

And make thy servant wise ; 

1^11 suffer nothing near mo there 
That shall offend thine eyes. 

3 The man that doth his n(nglihour wrong, 

By falsehood or by force, 

The scornful (iye, the slandorous tongue, 

I’ll thrust them from my doors. 

4 I’Jl seek the faithful and the just. 

And will their help enjoy ; 

These are the friends that 1 shall tnisf, 

Tho servants I’ll employ. 

^ ^ ^ Watte, Pe. 101. 

PSALM Cl. 

Family Order. 

T WILL sing of mercy and judgment: unto thee, O Loan, 
will 1 sing. 

2 I Avill behave myself wisidy in a perfect way. O wdien 
wilt thou come unto me ? I will walk within my house with 
a perfect heart. 

3 I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes : I hate the 
work of them that turn aside ; it shall not cleave to me. 

4 A froward heart shall depart from me : 1 will not know 
a wicked 

5 Whoso privily slandoreth his neighbour, liim will T cut off: 
him that hath an higli look and a proud heart w ill not I suffer. 

C Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that 
they may dwell with me : he that w^alkcth in a perfect way, 
he shall serve me. 

7 He that worketh deceit shall not dwell wdthiu my liousc : 
he that tellctli lies sliall not tarry in my sight. 

8 I will early destroy all tlic wicked of the land ; that I 
may cut oft* all wicked doers from the city of the Lord. 

PSALM OIL 

The Projiktea yrievoua Complaint. 

LAP my prayer, 0 Lord, and let my cry come unto 
thee. 

2 Hide not tiiy face from me in the day I am in 
trouble ; melmo tliine car unto me : in the day ivhen I call 
answer me speedily. 

3 For my days arc consumed like smoke, and my bones are 
burned as an hearth, 

4 My heart is smitten, and withered like grass: so that I 
forget to eat my bread. 

5 By reason of the voice of my groaning my bones cleave 
to my skm. 

6 1 am like a pelican of the wilderness; I am like an owl 
of the desert. 

7 I Y**®**' ““4 am as a sparrow alone upon the house-top. 

8 Mine enemies reproach me all the day: and they that 
are mad against me are sworn against me. 

with wwpiug^^ mingled my drink 

^'^'^'{Jaation and thy wrath : for thou 
hast lifted me up, and cast me down. 

> ^^^ributes, glorified in 
Chnst, will furnish matter for tho songs of angels and of saints for 

* wf’ animating, as if they had neyor be^ sung 

"a “churches in the house/’ the voice of 


H 


singing and of joyful praise is heard ia their habitations. 0 may 
this be true of our families — may this be true of our habitatioiis ! 
May our families be regulated on Gospel principles ! May it be 
written on tho lentils and posts of our doors, Jehovah Shammah — 
tho Lord is there ! When all the families on tho face of tho earth 
shall be so regulated, when the morning and evening sacriffoe shall be 
regularly presented upon the family altar, then shall have arrived 
tho days of millennial glory, and of millennial blessedness. Great 
and many wore the afflictions of David. But what stamps them 
with peculiar interest is this — they were typical of tho afflictions of 
our Lord, David’s root and David’s offspring. There was no suffer- 
ing like Christ’s suffering, and now there is no glory like his glory. 
Now ho is highly exalted, and has received a name above every 
name ; jind, infinitely blessed himself, he fills heaven -with blessed- 
ness and joy. 


PPAYER. 

f'pHOU Holy one of Israel, before whom cherubim and 
^ scrapliirn bow in humble adoration, thou art the Lord 
God Almighty, which art and wast and art to come. Thy 
great and glorious name endurcth for ever, and thy memorial 
to all generations. O give us thy good Spirit, to help us, at 
the close of the day, to bow before thee in profound reverence, 
adoration, and love. We desire with grateful hearts to thank 
thee for the Sabl)ath, and all those sacred privileges by which 
it is distinguish ed. What are we, tliat wc have been allowed 
to enter thy holy courts, mingle with thy spiritual family, and. 
licar the animating and consolatory accents of the gospel 
trumpet ! Our eyes are honoured to read the pages of thy 
word, our ears arc honoured to liear the joyful sound, and oiir 
lips arc honoured to proclaim the praises of the God of our sal- 
vation. Lord, accept of tlio services of thy people wlicrcver they 
have been assembled in thy name throughout the Christian 
world. Through the mediation of Jesus, the Divine advocate, 
may all the solemnities of this day be followed by consequences 
glorious to Ood and beneficial to men. Wc present an offering 
of tliankfulness for all the assistance thy ministering servants 
have received from Jesus, tlie great Head of the Church, and 
for all the benefit which the souls of men liave derived from 
their labours. Lord, forgive the sins which have accompanied 
our Jioly things. If we have been guilty of wandering imagina- 
tions, if w^e have waited upon thee with cold and languid hearts, 
if our minds have been more inffucnccd by unbelief than by 
faith, wc seek forgiveness througli our Saviour^s blood. 

Praise to our God, that we are surrounded by mercies. Not- 
withstanding all the afflictions we have been called to endure, 
we acknowledge that they are infiifitely less than our iniquities 
deserve ; and we acknowledge with thankfulness that thy mer- 
cies far exceed tliy judgments. As a family we will sing of 
mercy as well as of judgment ; unto thee, O Lord, will we sing. 

Lord, give grace to the heads of this family, to regulate all 
our domestic concerns on those blessed principles and by those 
Divine rules by which the inspired Psalmist was resolved to 
manage the affairs of his house. O keep back fronl our family 
and our abode those who slander their neighbour, and such as 
are of an high look and a proud heayt. 

May the character of our dear children ^never be stained by 
the foul blot of lying lips and a deceitful tongue. May they 
forget that hell is the doom of those who speak lies. 
Wherever our servants are placed in thy providence, let m • 
tegrity and truth preserve them, 

r 3fU;^er8. Like David, may their eyes be upon the 

faithful of the land, that they may dwell with them : and may 
all the wicked be removed far distant from the seat of ffovem- 
ment and influence. ® 

Lord, watch over us this night, and let no evil befall us. 
Hear our imperfect prayers, for Jesus our Redeemer’s sa kft 
Amen. 

Our Fatlier which art in heaven, 


FORTIETH WEEK,— MONDAY MORNING. 


61Na AND SORROWS SPREAD BEFORE GOD. 

Bighbvry, New Oxetiden* Quthec, Ch*owU. c. u. 

1 fY THAT I knew the secret plarc 
" Where I might find my God ! 
l*d spread my wants before his face, 

And ponr my woes abroad. 

2 tell him how my sins arise, 

What sorrows I sustain ; 

How grace decays, and comfort dies, 

And leaves my heart in pain. 

3 l^d say — How flesh and sense rebel ! 

What inward foes combine 
With the vain world and powers of hdl. 

To vex this soul of mine ! 

4 lie knows what arguments I’d take, 

To wrestle with my God; 

I’d plead for his own mercy’s sake, 

And for my Saviour’s blood. Watt.u 

JOB XXIII. 

Job* a Lore to Ood vi Affliction. 

rpHEN Job answered and said, 

2 Even to-day is my complaint bitter : mj stioke is 
heavier than my groaning. 

3 Oh that I knew wlicrc I might find him ! that I miglit 
come even to his seat ! 

4 I would order my cause before him, and fill my moiitli 
with arguments. 

• 5 I would know the words tvhich he would answer me, and 
understand what he would say unto mo. 

6 Will he plead against me with his great pow'er? No; 
but he would put strength in me. 

7 There the righteous might dispute Avith him ; so should 
I be delivered for ever from my judge, 

8 Behold, I go forward, but he is not there ; and liackward, 
but I cannot perceive him : 

9 On the left hand, where he doth work, hut I cannot 
behold him : he hidctli himself on the right hand, that I 
eaiinot see him : 

10 But he knoweth the way that I take: whe?i he hath 
tried me, I shall come forth as gold. 

11 My foot hath held his steps; his Avay have I kept, and 
not declined, 

12 Neither have I gone back from the commandment of 
his lips ; I have esteemed the Avords of his mouth more than 
my necessary /ooi/. 

13 But he is in one mmd, and who ean turn him ? and 
what his soul desircth, even that he docth. 

14 For he performed the thing that is appointed for me : 
and many such things are with him. 

15 Therefore am I troubled at his presence: Avheu I 
consider, I am afraid of him. 

16 For God maketh my heart soft, and the Almighty 
troubleth me : 

17 Because I Avas not cut off before the darkness, neither 
hath he covered the darkness from my face. 

Reflections upon Job xxrir. — In the day of severe trial may Ave 
be mercifaUy preserved from a murmuring spirit ! God’s judgments 
ore never heaArier than we deserve, and there is no affliction whicii ho 
has not promised to bless, and there, is no burden which ho has not pro- 
mised to enable us to bear. When afflictions arc sanctified, believers 
earnestly desire God’s fellowship, and they long after the enjoyment 
of his smiles with as much earnestness as the liunted, parched hart 
panteth after the water-brooks.” It is Avhen the Spirit comes Avith 
his gracious influencos, that wo ore taught to present suitable and 
acceptable petitions before the mercy-seat, and successfully to plead 
our cause l^fore a prayer-hearing God, relying wholly on the atone- 
ment of Jesus. It is when wc nro taught by the Spirit tx) pray, and 
when we found our plea upon tho merit ol Christ’s atonement alone, 


that our cause is ordered wisely b<‘ibrc God, and that our suppU* 
cations aro to him as tho odour of. tho fragrant incciiso. Thus may 
wo be taught to pray ; then our prayers herts Avill prove the happy 
prelude of our introduction to that holy, happy land, whore the 
prayers of tlie saints on earth ore oxchnngcHi for songs of (mdlesa 
praises in heaven. What an encouraging and whut a mysterious 
truth — God graciously communicates his ow^n power to his praying 
I children, that they may have poA^^cr to prevail over hiiuHelf, uml 
I obtain Uie most abundant ansAvers to theii* earnest supplication i* • 
Thus praying, Jacob had power and prcv'ailcd. 

PRAYER. 1 

O LQllD our God, our God and Father in Christ, thou | 
who art the hearer of prayer, and wlio delightest even in i 
the imperfect praises and adorations of thy people, thou art ■ 
the unchanging Jehovah. In thy nature, perfections, pur- 
poses, and blessedness, thou art the unchanging Jcliovali. | 
Thou art of one mind, and Avho can turn thee ? and what thy 
soul desireth, that thou docst. 

We bless the Lord our God that wc have enjoyed the com- 
forts of tliy Avatchful care during the past night. In thy 
goodness thou hast opened our eyes to see the light of another 
day. May oiir awaking on our beds amid the light of a 
rising sun remind us of the morning of the rcsurrection-day, 
when all the saints avIio sleep in the dust shall awake, to 
enjoy the glories of immortality. Wc supplicate the blessing 
of our God to attend ns this day. May Ave keep our hearts 
Avith all diligence, seeing out of them arc the issues of life. 
Suffer no temptation to befall us; give us devotional feelings 
in our religious duties; and in our Avorldly pursuits may 
A^'c he preserved from the pernicious intlueucc of earthly 
cares. 

Sanctify to us and all our relatives the public ordinances of 
religion yesterday dispensed. May avc be cnal)lcd during the 
Avliole of the week, and during the Avholc of our lives, to 
exemplify the blessed influence of the holy and Divine truths 
to which wc have listened. () lot not the Avord, to Avliieh avc 
have so long and so often listened, resemble Avater spilt upon 
the ground, that cannot be gathered up again. God forbid 
that this should he the ease in the midst of such privileges, 
and surrounded by such invaluable opportunities. 

Mag wc sec in oar chi I dr c a and in oar servants, the 
.saving effects of a preached Gosptd, Heaven grant that 
the iVord of God mag come to them in the demonstration oj 
the Spirit and with jfower. 

O Jesus, wc bless tliec tliat thou didst Avillingly undertake 
to endure the heaviest suflerings to accomplish the salvation 
of men. If the complaint of Jol) Avas bitter, and if his stroke 
was heavier than his groaning, all his sufferings were light as 
air, compared Avith that aAvful load of ignominy and wrath 
to Avhich thou didst Avillingly submit, to rescue a miseralile 
Avorld from the consequences of the fall. Truly, O Lamb 
of God, there Avas no sorroAV like unto thy sorrow^, in the day 
Avhcu the Lord afflicted thy suffering humanity for the sins 
of men. 

In the day of our affliction may we resemble Job, in 
laying all our suflerings before thee in earnest prayer. May 
the school of our affliction prove to ns a school of instruction, 
Avhere we shall learn to plead earnestly with God, And if 
our bodily aflliction is connected with the hiding of thy 
countenance, may this only tend to excite our love, and 
promote the earnestness of our supplications. O that all 
of us may he able to say, in the assurance of a lively faith, 
When lie hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold. In day a 
of trouble may we especially esteem the words of Christ more 
than our necessary food. 

Bless this domestic ordinance, and hear our jiraycrs, foi 
Jesus’ sake, our only Saviour and Advocate. Amen. 


FORTIETH WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING 


U>NOING you THE MIND OF CHRIST. 

Armdd* Stratford, Condmentim. c. v. 

1 TF duty calls, and suffering too, 

My Lord ! I’d follow thee ; 

As thou hast done, so would I do. 

As thou art would 1 be. 

2 Willi zeal inflamed, ’twas thy delight 

To do thy Father’s will ; 

May the same zeal my soul exciU; 

Thy precepts to fultil. 

3 Meekness, humility, and love, 

Did through thy conduct shine ; 

0 may my whole deportment prove 

A copy. Lord, of thine ! Bkdoome. 


salvation. Ministera have abundant I’eason to rejoieo in tho belief 
that thoir labours arc crowned with the efficacy of the Holy Spirit^ 
when they are successful in producing among the people of t^eir 
care, love, unity, and peace. Rehold how ^ood and now pleasant ii 
this unity ! It is like the copious and fertilising dew that descended 
upon tho mountains of Zion, for there God commanded the blessing, 
even life for ev(?rmore. Disintcrestedncjss is one of the loveliest 
branches wdiioh grows upon the plant of grace. While the holy 
Apostle reciommended the practice of this Chnstian virtue to others, ' ■ 
he enforced his command by being himself one of its brightest exam- 
ples. But it was in Jesus this gracious disposition shone forth in 
all its matchless excellence. Wo sec it in his poverty and want — in 
the privations to which ho willingly submitted, and in the sufferings • 
which he readily endured. And all this for sinful, rebel man ! 


PIlILirPIANS If. 

7'/ie Love, HumiUty, and Glory of Chi'int, 

I F there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any com- 
fort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels 
and mercies, 

2 Fulfil yc my joy, that yc be likeminded, having the same 
love, being of one accord, of one mind. 

3 Let nothing he done through strife or vain-glory; hut in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 

4 Look not every man on his own things, hut every man 
also on the things of others. 

5 Let this mind he in you, which Avas also in Christ Jesus; 
G Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery 
to be equal witli God ; 

7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in tho likeness of men : 

8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled him- 
self, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross, 

9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a name which is above ev(U 7 Bame : 

10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should how, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth; 

11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

12 Wherefore, my beloved, as yc have always obeyed, not 
as in my presence only, l)ut now much more in my absence, 
M'ork out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 

13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to 
do of his go’od pleasure. 

14 Do all things without murrmirings and dipputings : 

15 That ye may be blameless and liarmless, the sons of 
God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
nation, among w liom ye shine as lights in the world ; 

16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in 
the (lay of Clirist, that 1 have not run in vain, neitlier laboured 
in vain. 

17 Yea, and if 1 he offered upon the sacjrifice and service of 
your faith, I joy, an^l rejoice with you all. 

18 For the same cause also do yc joy, and rejoi(!C with me. 
19 But I trust in the Lord Jesus to seiulTimothcus shortly 
unto yon, that I also may be of good comfort, when 1 know 
your state. 

20 For I have no man likeminded, wdio will naturally care 
for your state. 

21 For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus 
ChrisPs. 


Refleotions rroR Piiilip. n. — Jesus is an overflowing fountain of 
grace and consolations. Sunctifled ordinances ore wells filled IVom 
this blessed and glorious fountain. May it be our privilego and 
dolight, daily to draw water wdUi joy out of these wells of 

m 


PRAYER. 

T)^E desire, O Jesus, to adore thee in thy Divinity, and 

^ ^ in all the majesty and glory of thy nature, character, 
and office. We praise thee for that unparalleled love which 
tlion hast manifested to fallen man. Though in the form of 
God, thou thoughtest it no robbery to bo equal with God, yet 
thou didst make thyself of no reputation, and didst take upon 
thee the form of a servant. O Jesus, we adore thy love. 
Being found in fashion as a man, thou didst humble thyself, 
and become obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
O Jesus, wo adore thy condescending grace. Praise to thy 
name, O Immanuel, that the day of thy suffering is past, ana 
that the day of thy glory is come. Praise to thy name, O 
Immanuel, that tlK)u didst pass through the deep seas of thy 
hiiniiliatiou, and tliat thou art now seated on the lofty throne 
I of thine exaltation. As God, thou art possessed of glorious 
prerogatives which never could be laid aside ; thou Tillest a 
throne of (essential glory. But we also rejoice that, in thine 
official capacity as Mediator, thou art elevated to tho enjoy. 
iTunit of the greatest honour, blessedness, and power. Thou 
hast r(H*eivcd the rich reward of thine obedience, sufferings, 
ai,d death. Thou art highly exalted ; a name is given thee by 
thy Father above every name. O Jesus, every knee shall 
how before tliy name, and every tongue confess that thou art 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. As a family wo now 
ncknowledgei thy Divine majesty and thy mediatorial glory. 

Great Satriour, malic our dear children the subjects oj' tlig 
mediatorial government. Give them grace to touch the 
golden sceptre of thy love ; and may they be eternal trophies 
of thy gracious coiKjuest, 

Lonl, w (2 pray for the increasing influence of Christian love 
in our family, in all the families with whieli we are connected, 
and in all the churches. May they he all like-minded, having 
the same love, being of one accord, and of one mind. Let 
tlie same mind be in us that was also in Christ Jesus. Teach 
us to resemble Jesus in zeal for the glory of God, for tho 
extension of his (yhureh, and for the salvation of the souls of 
perishing immortals. We mourp over tho coldness of our 
zeal, and over tlie great deficiency of this grace among those 
who bear the nanui of Christ. Teach us to resemble Jesus in 
nuudviiess and humility. Subdue in our minds all those angry 
passions which arc so injurious to the soul, and so offensive 
to the Lord our God. Make us meek and lowly in heart. 
Holy Spirit, let the same mind be in us which was also in 
Christ. And if ever sufferings should be necessary for testify- 
ing our attaiihmcnt to his cause, and for promoting the 
interest of his Church, may wc willingly submit, may we 
readily endure, remembering the animating example of Christ, 
who left the realms of bliss, to save from sin and hell. 

Accept of our thanks, gracious God, for the mercies of the 
day, and continue with us this night thine unmerited care, 
Fomvc all our sins, and hear our prayers, for our Divine aiid 
exalted Saviouris sake. Amen. 


FOETIBTH WEEK.— TUESDAY MORNING. . 


XNO Of THE RiaHTBOUS AND THE VaCKED. 

" WiUM^ Ntw, Bu/rfvrd, c. u. 

, I *I>LEST is the man who shuna the place 

" Where iinnera love to meet ; 

Who fears to tread their wicked ways, 

And hates the scoffer’s seat • 

/ But in the statutes of the Lord 
Has placed his chief delight : 

By day he reads or hears the Word, 

And meditates by night. 

3 Green as the leaf, and ever fair, 

Shall his profession shine, 

While fruits of holiness appear 
Like clusters on tJie vino. 

4 Not so the impious and unjust, 

What vain designs they form ! 

Their hopes are blown away like dust, 

Or chaff before the storm. Watts, P8, 1 

mBXXlV. 

Prosperity and Destruction of the Wicked, 

W HY, seeing times are not hidden from the Almighty, do 
they that know him not see his days V 
2 Some remove the landmarks; they violently take away 
flocks, and feed thereof. 

8 They drive away the ass of the fatherless, they take the 
widow's ox for a pledge. 

4 They turn the needy out of the way : the poor of the 
earth hide themselves together. 

7 They cause the naked to lodge without clothing, that 
they have no covering in the cold. 

8 They are wet with tlie showers of the mountains, and 
embrace the rock for want of a shelter. 

9 They pluck the fatherless from the breast, and take a 
pledge of the poor. 

10 They cause him to go naked without clothing, and they 
take away the sheaf from the hungry. 

14 The murderer rising with tlie light killeth the poor and 
needy, and in the night is as a thief. 

15 The eye also of the adulterer waiteth for the twihght, 
saying, No eye shall see me : and disguiseth his face, 

16 In the dark they dig through houses, which they had 
marked for themselves in the daytime : they know not the i 
light. 

17 For the morning is to them even as the shadow of 
death ; if one know thejn, they are in the terrors of the shadow 
of death. 

18 He is swift as the waters ; their portion is cursed in the 
earth : he beholdeth not the way of the vineyards. 

19 Drought and heat consume the snow waters : so doth 
the grave those which have sinned. 

20 The womb shall forget him ; the worm shall feed sweetly 
on him : he shall be no more remembered ; and wickedness 
shall be broken as a tree. 

21 He evil entreateth the barren that bcareth not : and 
doeth not good to the widow. 

22 He draweth also the mighty with his power : he riseth 
up, and no man is sure of life. 

28 Though it be given him to be in safety, wliereon lie 
resteth ; yet his eyes are upon their ways. 

24 They are exalted for a kittle while, but are gone and 
brought low; they are taken out of the way as all other , and 
cut off as the tops of the ears of com. 

25 And if it be not so now, who will make me a liar, and 
make my speech nothing worth? 

Bbelkotions upon Job xxiv.— -Since God is onmisciont, he is in- 
finitely qualified to govern the Church, and the world, and the 
universe. But multitudes think and qpeak and act as if there were 
no omniscient God to witness them, no righteous God to judge them, 


and no almighty God to punish them. Tliey attempt to hide thom« 
selves amid the thick darkness of their unbelief and atheism, and 
thus foolishly imagine that they con with impunity commit the most 
daring acts of cruelty against men, and the most presumptuous acts 
of impiety against God. The following practical truth should ever 
bo present in our mind : “ ThoUf Qody smt me.** Thus, by the aid 
of tne Holy Spirit, with what watchfulness wo would guard against 
every temptation, and with what carefulness wo would endeavour to 
discharge every duty ! Is tho life of the righteous now often marked 
with adversity, and that of the wicked marked by prosperity? 
What a change hereafter, in the world to come ! Endlces hliss will 
be tho portion of tho one, and endless woe the portion of the other 

PRAYER. 

M erciful and glorious Lord God, though thou dwellest 
in tho highest heavens, though thou art receiving the 
homage and praises of the loftiest of archangels, though thou 
art clothed with the splendours of uncreated glory and light, 
we draw near unto thee under the sanction of the name of 
Jesus : and on thine own most gracious authority we address 
thee as our Father and our God. O inestimable, incon- 
ceivable privilege, that creatures so mean and so vile should 
be permitted to claim the highest honour, and to enjoy the 
greatest blessedness that can be enjoyed, even by the most 
exalted of created beings, that of calling thee our Father and 
our God 1 

O (each our beloved children to address thee as their 
Father who art in heaven. Enable them, under the influence 
of the spirit of thy Son, to cry, Abboy Father. 

Lord, we desire to feel amazed at thy condescending grace. 
Notwithstanding the ineffable greatness of thy majesty, thou 
dost Immblc thyself to take notice of creatures so sinful and 
rebellious, and thou sayest in language the most consolatory 
and encouraging, I am the Lord your God. In our ap- 
proaches to thy throne, may our minds be animated by pure 
devotion, and may we admire, love, and praise thee as the 
God of grace and salvation. 

Wc thank thy gracious providence that, after the mercy 
and protection of another night, we arc permitted as a family 
to draw near the throne of grace, and supplicate those bless- 
ings that arc necessary for time and eternity. Suffer us not 
to value temporal mercies more than spiritual blessings. 
Grant that the unceasing continuance of thy temporal good- 
ness may produce on our minds spiritual effects, and make us 
thirst more and more after those heavenly comforts which 
flow from thee as the God of salvation. 

May our minds be suitably impressed with what we have 
now read. Convince us of the real misery of those who, iu 
the midst of temporal prosperity, are living as practical 
atheists, without God, and under the reigning power of tho 
vilest passions of the human heart. Lord, preserve the needy 
and the fatherless from the tyrannical cruelty of such men. 
Lord, pity the widow, the fatherless, and the orphan. Pre- 
serve tliem from every altcmpt that may be made to deprive 
them of their rights. O Jesus, though they are deprived of 
human protectors, may they have the protection of thy mighty 
arm ; and if the rapacious hand of covetousness and injustice 
should take from them earthly possessions, mercifhlly give 
them thy salvation, adorn them with thy righteousness, and 
make them the blessed heirs of an inheritance inoorrui»tihle 
and undefiled, beyond the skies. , . . , . 

Lord, have mercy on all our graceless friends, and give 
them grace to think of the grave, where their bodies shall 
soon be consumed, and of that eternity into which their souls 
shall soon bo introduced. . , , -r , , 

Assist us iu all the duties of the day, hear our feeble 
prayers, and forgive our aggravated sins, for the sake of Jesus, 
in whom all the nations of the earth shall be blessed. Amen. 



FOUTIETH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


VALUE OP CHRIST AND HIS IUGHTEOUSNKSS. 

Bradley. Berwick. Lewtan. u K. 

1 MO more, my God, I boast no more 

Of nil the duties I have done; 

I quit the hopes I held before, 

'fo trust the merits of thy Son. 

2 N’ow, for tlio love 1 boar his name, 

What was my f^ain I count inj' loss : 

My former prkhi I call my shame, 

And nail my glory to his cross. 

Yes, and I must and will esteem 
All things but loss for Jesus’ sake : 

O may my soul be found in him, 

And of his righteousness partake'. Watts, 109, B . 1 . 


PHILIPPIANS III. 

Pmd H Love to Christ. 

"nilNALLY, nay brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write 
the same things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but 
for you ii is safe. 

2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the 
concision. 

3 For wc are tlio eircumcision, which worship God in the 
spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and liave no eonfidence in 
the flesh. 

4 Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If 
any other man thiiiketh that he hath whereof he might trust 
in the flesh, I more : 

5 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, an ilebrcw of the Ilelircws; as touching 
the law, a Pharisee ; 

6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church ; touching the 
righteousness which is in the law, hlarnclcss. 

7 But what things were gain to me, tliose I counted loss 
for Christ. 

8 Yea doubtless, ami I count all things but Joss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of (flirist Jesus my Lord: for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but duug, that I may win Christ, 

9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteous- 
ness, which is of the law, but that whicli is tlirough tlic faith 
of Christ, tlic righteousness whicli is of God by faith : 

10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrec- 
tion, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made con- 
formable unto Iiis death ; 

11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of 
the dead. 

12 Not as though I had already attained, either were 
already perfect : but I follow after, if that I may apprehend 
that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 

13 Brethren, 1 count not myself to have apprehended: but 
this one thing I do, forgetting those tilings which arc beliind, 
and reaching forth unto tliose things which are before, 

14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the liigh call- 
ing of God in Christ Jesus. 

15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded : 
and if in any thing yc be otherwise minded, God shall reveal 
even this unto you. 

16 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us 
walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing. 

,17 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them 
which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. 

20 Por our conversation is in heaven ; from whence also we 
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ : 

21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may he fashioned 
like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby 
he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 

M2 


Bkflectionb upon Philip, hi. — Regenerate men have unomsing 
reasons of constant joy ; nnregenerate men have constant reasons ol 
unceasing sorrow. How dcsirablo to have sanoMed lives I but to 
obtain and to preserve this blessing, it is of indispensable necessity 
that we keep at a distance from those who are erroneous in their 
principles and corrupted in their practices. How exalted aro the 
graces and attainments of the children of God ! ^ TJieir hearts are 
circumcised to love God ; the fire of sacred devotion glows in their 
bosom ; a song of joyful praise is upon their lips; they ore separated 
from a world lying in wickedness ; and their hopes and confidence 
are built on Christ, the only foundation laid in Zion. Great were 
the uttainmonts, distinguished the usefulness, rich the gifts, and 
transcendent the graces of tlie Apostle of the Gentiles; but he 
rejected them all as a ground of confidence, and built his hopes of 
pardon, acceptance, and immortality alone on Jesus, as the Lord his 
righteousness. 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, so glorious art thou, that thou art pos- 
scssed of every perfection. Justice and judgment aro 
the habitation of that throne of government and dominion 
thon dost fill, and mercy and truth go before thy face. Lord, 
enable us to draw near in faith, relying on the atonement of 
Christ alone for acceptance, and believing that we shall be 
accepted through his merit. 

We adore tliy goodness for the mercies of another day, for 
the temporal blessings of thy providence, and for the special 
comforts of thy grace. Divine Saviour, thou didst promise to 
tliy Church, before the ascension of thy humanity to heaven, 

I will not leave you comfortless. Wc praise thee for the 
promise, and for the fnlfllmont of the promise. Thou hast 
not left thy children comfortless ; and thou hast given them 
and continued with thorn thy Spirit, who is the 'Comforter. 
Continue with us this night thy kindness, and give us, w'e 
humbly pray, the blessings of sleep, protection, and repose. 

We seek from our God the Divine blessing on that portion 
of sacred food of which we have been permitted to partake. 
(Give us, wo pray, the gift of caution, and the grace of watch- 
fulness. Teach us to beware of the wicked, who resemble 
dogs, and may we always keep ourselves at a distance from 
the corrupting example of evil- workers. 

God forbid that onr dear children should ever allow them* 
selre.s' to become the companions of fools; hut may they be 
followers of Christy as dear children. 

May wc as a family bo among those whose hearts are cir- 
cumcised by the Holy Spirit, who worship God under his 
sacred influences, and wlio have no confidence in the flesh. 
Preserve us from a pliarisaical spirit, and may we never 
remain under the power of that most destructive infatuation, 
satisfying ourselves with a name to live, while we may be 
spiritually dead. Graciously warm our hearts with a super- 
lative love to Jesus, in his person, in liis righteousness, and 
in his cross. Teach us to count all things but loss, when 
compped with the excellency of the knowledge of Christ. O 
illuminate our minds with enlarged views of Christ, and with 
enlarged degrees of the knowledge of Christ. May we be 
found in liim, found in his righti^ousness, found in bis cove- 
nant, and at last found iu his heaven. Give us the satisfying 
evidence that we are clothed with the righteousness of Christ 
and that we indeed know him in the power of his resurrection! 
and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable 
to his death. May our conversation be in heaven, from 
whence also we look for the Saviour. Enable us to think 
much and often of heaven ; and^to look upon it as our home. 
Give us faith to believe with the apostle, and to say with him, 
Christ will change our vile body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto his glorious body. 

Me^uUy lUtea to the voice of our feeble urayen. for tlie 
■ake of Jesus, our Saviour oud Lord. Amy n ' 


FORTIETH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY MORNING, 


OOD*8 QLORIOUS EXCELLENCES. 

ZdhUwk, Penrith, Tmbridge* Abridge, c,m, 

1 LJ OW wondrous great, how glorious bright 
Must our Creator bo, 

Who dwells amidst the dazzling light 
Of vast infinity ! 

2 Our soaring spirits upward rise 
Toward the celestial throne ; 

Fain would wo see the blessed Three, 

And the almighty One. 

3 Our reason stretches all its wings, 

And climbs above the skies ; 

But still how far beneath thy feet 
Our grovelling reason lies ! 

4 Lord, here we bend our humble souls, 

And awfully adore, 

For the weak pinions of our mind 
Can stretch a thought no more. Watts, 87, B, II, 

JOB XXV. 

Ood^i Qlory. 

•^HEN answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said, 

2 Dominion and fear are with him, he maketh peace in 
his high places. 

8 Is there any number of his armies ? and upon ndiom dotli 
not his light arise ? 

4 How then can man be justified with God? or how can 
he bo clean that is bom of a woman ? 

6 Behold even to the moon, and it shineth not : yea, the 
stars are not pure in his sight. 

6 How much less man, that is a worm ; and the son of 
man, which is a worm ? 

JOB XXVI. 

TIT Job answered and said, 

2 How hast thou helped him that is without power? 
how savest tliou the arm that hath no strength? 

3 How hast thou counselled him that hath no wdsdom ? 
and how hast thou plentifully declared the thing as it is \ 

4 To whom hast thou uttered words? and whose spirit 
came from thee ? 

5 Dead things are formed from under the waters, and the 
inhabitants thereof. 

6 Hell is naked before him, and destruction luiili no 
covering. 

7 He stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and 
hangeth the earth upon nothing. 

8 He bindeth up the waters in his tliick clouds ; and the 
cloud is not rent under them. 

9 Ho holdeth back the face of his throne, and spreadeth his 
cloud upon it. 

10 He hath compassed the waters with hounds, until the 
day and night come to an end. 

11 The pillars of heaven tremble and are astonished at Ids 
reproof. 

12 He divideth the sea with his power, and by his under- 
standing he smiteth through the proud, 

13 By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens; his hand 
hath formed the crooked serpent. 

14 Lo, these are parts of his ways ; but how little a portion 
is heard of him? W the thunder of his power who can 
understand ? 

lisFLfiCTiOKS UPON Jou XXV., xxYi . — A holy, believing meditation 
on tiio vast and absolute authority of God, is well calculated, by the 
Divine Spirit, to fill our minds with humbling views of ourselves, 

' and tojmmote a holy, reverential, adoring fear of tho Most High. 
Is the Lord the Lord of Hosts ? Has he innumerable armies at his 
command, ready to vindicate his justice, to punish his enemies, and 
to prove a powerftil wall of defence to tho objects of his love ? What 


cause of joy, of triumph, and of praiso it is to tho bel'cver to be 
able, in the Ml assurance of faith, to say, ^‘This God is my God, 
and will be my guide, oven unto deatli ! ” It is true wo are by nature 
and practice guUty in God’s sight, and that it is impossible for us to 
work out a righteousness by which wo can bo justified in God’s sight; 
but it is also true, that God himself has found for us, through Christ, 
a justifying righteousness, by which tho guilt of our sins may bo 
effectually and for ever removed. Let me seriously ask, Have I been 
able to receive, by faith, this righteousness as mine ? May we bo 
amazed at the bglit of God’s wisdom and omniscience, compared 
with which the shining of tho moon, and tlio brightness of tbo sun, 
arc darkness ! And how holy is God, when the parity of the spark- 
ling stars, compared with him, is impurity ! May wo bo filled with 
wondt^r when wo think of God’s power in creation and providence ; 
and with adoring delight, when we contemplate his matchless power 
in tho great scheme of redemption and of grace ! 

PRAYER. 

W E desire, O Lord our God, on the return of another day, 
with thankfulness, joy, ami reverence to approach thy 
blessed throne in our domestic worship, and to adore thee in ; 
thy grace, and in all the. uncreated excellences of thy nature. 
Dominion and fear arc with thee. O Saviour, thou fillest the 
throne of thy Zion, and the throne of universal empire ; and 
there is a period fast approaching wheiv all tlic intelligences in i 
thy vast dominions shall fear thy great and glorious name. 
Great is the number of thine armies, Lord of hosts, and thou 
art able, as thou hast done in times past, to call forth thine ' 
armies in one moment of time, and execute thy vengeance on 
thine impenitent foes. Infinitely holy art thou, O King of 
saints, O God of salvation. Behold even the moon, and it 
shineth not ; yea, the stars arc not clean in thy sight. How 
loathsome then, and how vile must we be, in the sight of a 
holy God ! How can we he justified before God, if we only 
appear in the rags of our own rightcousuess ? How can man 
be clean that is born of a woman? 

Lord, justify us by the righteousness of thy dear Son ; then 
we shall be justified with thee our God. O sanctify us by the 
purifying grace of thy spirit ; then in due time we shall bo 
presented before the throne above, without spot, or wrinkle, 
or any such thing. 

O Lord, hell is open before thee, thine eye seeth the inhabi- 
tants of the grave, and thou belioldest all those miserable 
captives who are now reserved in everlasting chains, in the 
abodes of the lost, until the judgment of the great day. 

Graciously convince our dear children and our servants^ 
thaU without an interest in Ghrist,^ it is impossible they can 
ever escape the ja ison of hells or obtain admission into the 
heavenly slate. 

O Lord, wc adore thee in thy great power, manifested by 
the creation of tho heavens and the earth. With the greatest 
case thou didst call into existence those revolving worlds 
which move in the immensity of space. Thou stretchest out 
the north over the empty place, and thou hangest the earth 
upon nothing. Thou bindest up the waters in the thick 
clouds; and then thou cauSest them to send down refreshing 
showers on the parched ground. O Lord, mercifully exert ^ 
thy great power in creating us anew in Christ Jesus. And 
may the showers of heavenly grace descend upon us as a family | 
and as a congregation, and may avc become gardens of spiritual 
beauty and fruitfulness, and may we resemble a well watered ' 
vineyard, a field the Lord hath blessed. 

We present our humble thanks for the repose, sleep, and 
protection of the past night. May God bless us this day. Give 
us grace to be diligent in business, fervent in spirit, serving the ^ 
Lord. Suffer us not to fall into temptation, or to be ensnared 
by the corruptions of our own heart. All we ask is for our j 
blessed Saviour^s sake, who bled and died for us. Amen. I 

4 B bm . I 




FORTIETH WEEK. — ^WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


JEtVS WITH THOSE WHO PRAY. 

CoHiMge, Sharon'i Vale* Wareham. J** M 

1 V^HEN two or three, with Bwoot accord, 

Obedient to their sovereign Iiord, 

Meet to recount his acts of grace, 

And offer solemn prayer and praise ; 

2 There, says the Saviour, will I be, 

Amid this little company ; 

To them unveil my smiling face, 

And shed my glones round the place. 

3 We meet at thy command, dear Lord, 
llclying on thy faitliful word : 

Now send thy Spirit from above ; 

Now dll our hearts with heavenly love. 


PHILIPPIANS IV. 

Prayers and Gontentment. 

T herefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, 
my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly 
beloved. 

2 I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntychc, that they be 
of the same mind in the Lord. 

8 And I infroat thee also, true yoke-fellow, help those 
Romen which liboured with mo in tlic gospel, with Clement 
also, and with other my fcllovvlabourers, whose names are in 
the book of life. 

4 Rejoice in the Lord alway : and again I say, Rejoice. 

6 Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord 
is at liand. 

G Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God. 

7 And the peace of God, wliich passeth all understanding, 
shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
things are pure, wliatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
thhigs are of good report ; if there be any virtue, and if there 
be any praise, think on tliese things. 

10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last 
your care of me hath flourished again ; wlierein ye were also 
careful, but ye lacked opportunity. 

11 Not that I speak in nispeet of want : for I have learned, 
in whatsoever state 1 am, therewith to he content. 

12 I know both liow to be abased, and I know how to 
abound : every where and iu all things I am instructed botli to 
be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 

“ 13 I can do all things through Christ wliich strengtheueth 
mo. 

14 Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did com- 
municate with my affliction. 

17 Not because I desire a gift i but I desire fruit that may 
abound to your account. 

18 But I have all, and abound : I am full, having received 
of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour 
of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wcllplcasing to God. 

19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 

20 Now unto God and our Father be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

21 Salute every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren which 
are with mo greet you. 

22 All the saints salute you, chiefly they that arc of Cmsar’s 
household. 

28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all 
Amen, 

StVI 


RaFLscTioys upon Ptmip. it. — If the graces ot the saints afford 
tlxe ministers of Christ such joy on earth, what inezpressihlo and 
ineffable delight must they experience when they behold their per- 
fection, blessedness, and glory in heaven ! Here, they see them as 
the tender child ; there, they see them perfect men in Christ T 
Here, they see them as little plants ; there, they behold them as trees 
of righteousness, having reached a glorious maturity. Let men of 
ambition bo£»t of their titles, and kings of their diadems ! Believers 
have something infinitely more important of which to glory, and in 
which to rejoice : their names are written in the Lamb’s book of 
life, and neither death nor life, time nor eternity, shall ever erase 
them from the hallowed, sacred page. 0 how infinitely desirable 
are the ornaments of grace ! Their loveliness shall never fade, their 
excellence shall never bo impaired, and their duration shall never 
cease. While the men of the world ore seeking after the objects of 
a carnal ambition, which, when obtained, can never satisfy, may we 
seek after the graces of the Spirit, which are an imperishable inherit- 
ance, and a well of water springing up into life eternal. Amen. 


PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, great is thy glory. Inconceivably great 
^ is the glory of thine uncreated essence. Great is the 
glory of thy works of creation and providence ; but peculiarly 
great is the glory of tliy redeeming acts, by which the greatest 
honour is brought to thy perfections, and n great salvation to 
thy people. We have abundant reason to rejoice that, tliougb 
tliou art higher than the conception of archangels, yet thou 
hast respect unto the lowly and humble in spirit, while the 
proud thou secst afar off*. 

We present before thee the tribute of our thanksgiving for 
the kindness of the past day. Sanctify the events wliich have 
passed over our heads, and sanctify the duties in which wo 
have been permitted to engage. Witli humility we confess 
our daily sins, and supplicate pardon through our Saviouris 
blood. We commit ourselves, and all our beloved relatives 
and friends, to thy providential care this night. May we lie 
down to rest, exercising the well-grounded conviction that we 
afro the objects of thy love and the subjects of thy grace. 

Lord, we desire to pray for all the hearers of the everlasting 
Gospel, tliat they may become the joy and crown of all thy 
faithful ministers who dispense among them the oracles of 
eternal truth. 


O make our dear children a crown of joy and rejoicing io 
our beloved minister in the day of the Lord. May they, and 
our servants, be eternal monuments of thy mercy ^ and not of 
thy wrath* 

Lord, grant that we may all ^stand fast in the Lord ; and 
may wc have the pleasing evidence that our feet are placed 
upon Christ, the Rock of ages, against which the gates of hell 
can never prevail. Give these undeniable marks of grace, by 
which we shall clearly sec that our names are written upon 
the pages of the book of life. Give us the unfeigned joys of 
religion. Elevate our affections and desires above the most 
valuable of earthly objects, and may wc rejoice in - the Lord 
always. Teach us to rejoice in the name of Christ, which is as 
ointment poured forth. Enable us to rejoice in Christ's wisdom 
m our prophet, in his merit and intercession as our priest, and 
in his power, authority, and laws, as our king. O that we 
could rejoice in God always, even all our days; and when our 
pilgrimage state is over, may we enter upon the joys of heaven. 

Lord, have mercy on the poor and needy; preserve them 
from sinful and immoderate care about the supply of their 
temporal wants. May we be sinfully careful about nothing, 
but lu everything by prayer and supplication make our re- 
quests known unto God, with thanksgiving. Lord, give us con- 
tent^ hearts. Like Paul, may we be instructed by the Spirit, 
m whatsoever state we are, therewith to be content. Hear 
our prayers, for our Saviour's sake ; and may the ^ace of the 
XKird Jc.uis Christ be with us all, for ever and ever. Amen, 



i?X)BTIETH WEEK,— THURSDAY MORNING. 


SINCERITY AND TRUTH. 

OMuttr, KentotU, Ami*#. c. «. 

I T ET those who bear the Christian name 
j Their holv vows ftiMl ; 

The saints— the followers of tho Lamb — 

I Are men of honour still. 

I 2 True to the solemn oath they take, 

! U'hough to their hurt they swciir ; 

Constant and just to all they speak— 

I Eor God and angels hear. 

3 Still with their lips their hearts agree, 

Nor flattering words de^viso : 

They know the God of truth can boo 
Through every false disguise. 

Watts, 35, If. /. 

JOB XXVII. 

2%e Hmocrite* 

J^OREOVER Job continued his parable, and said, 

2 Ab God liveth, who hath taken away my judgment; 
and the Almighty, who hath vexed my soul ; 

8 All the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God 
ii in my nostrils ; 

4f My lips shall not speak wickedness, nor my tongue utter 
deceit. 

6 God forbid that I should justify you : till I die I will not 
remove mine integrity from me. 

6 My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go : my 
heart shall not reproach me so long as I live. 

7 Let mine enemy be as the wicked, and he that liseth np 
against me as the unrighteous. 

8 For what is the hope of the hypocrite, though he hath 
gained, when God taketh away his soul ? 

9 Will God hear his cry when trouble cometh upon him ? 

10 Will he delight himself in the Almighty? will he always 
call upon God ? 

11 I will teach you hy the hand of God: lhat which is 
with the Almighty will I not conceal. 

12 Behold all ye yourselves have seen it : wljy tljon arc yc 
thus altogether vain ? 

13 This is the portion of a wicked man with God, and 
the heritage of oppressors, zp/iich tlicy sliall receive of the 
Almighty. 

l-l* If bis children be multiplied, it is for the sword : and 
his offspring shall not be satisfied witJi bread. 

15 Those that reiuaiii of him shall be buried in death: and 
liia widows shall not weep. 

16 Though he heap up silver as the dust, and prepare 
raiment as the clay ; 

17 He may prepare it, but the just shall put it on, and the 
innocent shall divide the silver. 

18 He buildctli liis house as a moth, and as a booth /hat 
the Iceeper maketlu 

19 The rich man shall lie down, but he shall not be 
gathered : he openeth his eyes, and he h not. 

20 Terrors take hold on him as waters, a tempest stcaleth 
him away in the night. 

21 The cast wind carrictli him away, and he departeth ; 
and as a storm hurlcth liim out of his place. 

22 For God shall cast upon him, and not spare ; he would 
fain flee /)ut of his hand. 

28 Men shall clap their hands at him, and shall hiss him 
out of his place* 

Reflections upon Job xxtu. — In tho midst of every affliction, 
however sovore, may it bo our privilege and our delight ever to 
rmflioate tho rightcousncBS, wisdom, and benevolence of the Divine 
government; and constantly to employ our reason and our speech in 
j^omoting the glory of Goa, and m advancing the interests of his 


Clmrch. Hjmocrisy is a sin tho most daring, presumptuous, and 
dangerous. The hypocrite, during the whole of his life of delusion 
and deceit, is an object of the Divine displeasure and abhorrence. 
How miserable must that death be which is preceded by such a life ! 
Our heart shudders at the thought ! In tho hour of affliction, the 
hypocrisy of the spiritual deceiver shuts him out from Divine 
consolation ; in tho hour of suffering, he is an utter stranger to tho 
delightful enjoyment and soothing comfort which flow from fellow- 
ship with God ; in the hour of dissolution, all his false confidences 
vanish as a shadow, and he dies despised by men and rejected of 
God ! 0 let iis, therefore, carneslly pray for unfeigned piety, tho 

assured harbinger of heavenly joys ! 

PRAYER. 

"Y^E adore thee, O Lord, our God and Savioilr, as the wise, 

YY just, and irresistible Sovereign. However mysterious 
many of the events of thy providence are to our obscure and 
feeble minds, whatever thou doest is infinitely consistent with 
the glory of thy perfections, and with the present and eternal 
interests of thy people. Just ami true arc all thy ways, thou 
King of saints. Thou hast at various times visited thy children 
with afflictions outwardly severe ; but even in those instances 
thy mercies have exceeded thy judgments, both in number and 
in magnitude. Glory to our God, that Jesus the Divine surety 
has converted sufferings into blessings, and that he has formed 
a link between the afflictions of the wilderness and the glories 
of heaven. 

Lord, we confess that for our sins we deserve the heaviest 
burden of sorrow. When we think of tho infinite demerit of 
our sins, and the lightness of our afflictions, w'e have abini- 
dant reason to be amazed at the gentleness, compassion, and 
forbearance of God. 

I Wc pray for all that arc afflicted. Particularly bless, comfort, 
and relieve those of whom it may be said, The Almighty hatli 
afflicted their souls. Preserve them from calling in question 
their interest in Jehovah^s love or in Jesus* righteousness. 
Preserve them, we earnestly pray, from falling into the horrors 
of despair. In their affliction may their lips not speak wicked- 
ness, but may they be taught, in Inimhlc su))nus8i()n, to ex- 
claim, Good is the will of the Lord. O prepare us all for the 
day of affliction, and may wc now be enriched with that grace 
wliich will prove our guide, our comfort, and our defence, 
when assailed by tlic severest storms of distress. 

Heavenly Father, enable our dear children and domestics 
to form the resolution of Job, when he said, My lips shall not 
speak wickedness, nor my tongue niter deceit. Preserve them 

from lyings profane, polluted, and unkind expressions^ 0 
that grace may be poured into their Ups / 

We praise thee, () Lord, that we have heard of the righteous- 
ness of Christ. May that righteousness be ours by imputation, 
and may we receive it by faith. In the prospect of death, the 
solemnities of judgment, and the important realities of the 
eternal world, we desire at tliis time as a family to say, W*c 
will hold fast the righteousness of Clirist, and will not let it go. 

O Lof’d, wc pray for all professors of the Gosj)el who are 
hypocrites in the sight of God. If any now kneeling before 
thee arc in this state, O may they bo led to see that there is 
nothing more vain than the hope of the hypocrite ; that it is 
like the spideris web ; and that he will have gained nothing 
but the miseries of hell, when God sends the messenger of 
death to take away his soul. If we have any friends who are 
rich, and who prefer their perishing possessions before an 
interest in Jesus, O give them grace to seek the sure mercies 
of David. 

We thank God for the mercies of the night, and for the 
return of another day. Bless us this day witli thy guiding and 
protecting hand, for the sake of Jesus, thy dear Son our 
Saviour, whom thou hearest always. Amen. 




FORTIETH WEEK.— THURSDAY EVENING. 


GRAOB ASn OLORY BY THE DEATH Of CHRIST. 

Warwick, Mairinf/ton. Liidlow. o. M. 

J. ^JITTING around our Father’s board, 

We raise oTir tunel'ul breath ; 

Our faith iHjholds her dyinp: Lord, 

And dooms our sins to death. 

2 We BOO the blood of Lisus shod, 

Whence all our jjardons rise ; 

The sinner views tho atonoment made, 

And loves the sacrifice. 

3 Thy cruel tliorns, thy shameful cross, 

Procure us heavenly crowns ; 

Our liighest gain siuings from thy loss, 

Our h(‘alujg from thy wound.s. 

^ WAi-i-a, 23, i?. ///. 

COLOSSIANS 1. 

Chnnt*s Dignity. 

P AUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and 
Tiniothcus our brother, 

2 To the saints and faitliful brethren in Christ which are at 
Colosse : Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 We give thanks to God and tlic Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, praying always for you, 

4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the 
love lohich ye have to all tlie saints, 

5 For the liope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof 
ye heard before iu the word of the truth of the gospel. 

9 For this cause we also, since the day w(i heard i/, do not 
cease to pray for you, and to d(;sirc that yc might be filled 
with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding ; 

10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleas- 
ing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the 
know'ledge of God ; 

11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious 
power, unto all patiejice and long-suffering with joyfulncss; 

12 Giving thanks unto tlic Father, which liath made us 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light : 

13 Wlio liath delivered us from the power of darkness, and 
hath translated t/.v into the kingdom of his dear Son ; 

M' In whom wc Jiave redemption through his blood, evm 
the forgiveness of sins : 

15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 
every creature : 

16 For by him were all things created, that arc in heaven, 
and that arc in earth, visible and invisible, whether t/iey he 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers : all things 
were created by him, and for him ; 

17 And he is before all things, and by him all things 
consist. 

18 And lie is the head of tlie body, the cliurcli : who is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things lie 
might have tho pre-eminence. 

19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness 
dwell ; 

20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, 
by him to reconcile all tilings unto himself; by him, 1 say, 
whether they be things in earth, or tilings in heaVen. 

21 And you, tliat were sometime alienated and enemies in 
your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled 
22 In the body of liis flesh through death, to present you 
holy and unblameable and unrejiroveable in his sight. 

Reflkctions T7POK Coi/iss. I, — What reason wo have to njoice 
with thankfulness that God has prt^served in his Church, from tho I 
cemmencemont of time to tho present day, a succession of foithfhl 
prophets, priests, and ministers to proclaim his will, and to present j 


before tlie minds of men the great scheme of redemption through the 
incarnation, death, and righteousness of his well-beloved Son, God 
has made tho prayers of his people valuable and usefriL May we 
consider it a greater privilege to be interested in the prayers of the 
righteous, than to enjoy the patronage of kings. How delightfrd to 
obseiw^e how love glowed in the bosom, and shone in tho life, of the 
i great Apostle of the Gentiles ! like him, may wo possess and 
I cherish an ardent love to the Gospel of Christ ; to his saints, who 
I bear Christ’s imago ; to his ordinances, which ho has appointed as 
j galleries to display liis glory and bestow his grace ; and to the best 
, interests of his kingdom, for which he laid down his life. Such love 
! in tho heart is heaven in tho soul, and the foretaste of tho bliss of 
. the heavenly paradise. 

prayer! 

^ LORIOUS Lord God, we fall prostrate before thee, at the 
close of another day, in Jesus* name, and we adore thee 
as the king eternal, immortal, and invisible, and as the Lord 
our God. Wc praise thee for the revelation of the mysteries 
of the Trinity, and that wc have heard of the glorious truth of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, as one God. 

Blessed Jesus, thou art the image of the invisible God, and 
as Mediiitor thou art the first-born of every creature. Thou 
art in thy Divine nature the Creator of all things. By thee all 
things were created that are in heaven and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible ; whether they be thrones or doiyiinions, 
or principalities or powers, all things were created by thee 
and for thee. O thou mighty Creator, impart to us, by thy 
Divine power, tlic graces of thy Spirit. Let a new creation 
take )dace within us; and may wc have the satisfying evi- 
deriee to believe that wc are new creatures, the blessed work- 
manship of a gracious Saviour. Exalted and blessed Saviour, 
we acknowledge thee in the eternity of thy being. Thou art 
before all things ; from everlasting thou art God. In thy me- 
diatorial capacity, thou >vast set up from everlasting. Thou, 
Divine Redeemer, didst not only create, but thou dost main- 
tain all things. By thee all tilings consist. 

We acknowledge thee, thou Lamb of God, as the glorious 
and Divine head of the Church. Thou art the beginning ami 
first-born from the dead. With great power and glory thou 
didst rise triumpliarit from the tomb, and didst demonstrate 
tljy complete victory over death and the grave. In all things 
thou liast the ])re-emincncc. Thou art infinitely exalted above 
all earthly potentates and princes, in the throne on which thou 
art seated, and in the kingdom over which thou dost reign. 
In all tilings thou hast the pre-eminence. Thou art infinitely 
exalted above all the principalitres and powers iu the heavenly 
places. Tlicse heavenly hosts acknowledge thee as their Lord, 
and bow in humble adoration before thy throne. In all things 
thou shalt have the pre-eminence. 

All fulness dwells in thee. The fulness of Divine wisdom, 
power, holiness, and love dwells in thee. Wc come unto thee, 

O Jesus, that wc may receive out of thy fulness, and grace for 
grace. 

W 's tvould remember our dear children before thee, and pray 
that thou wouldst deliver them from the kingdom of darkness, 
and translate them into the kingdom of thy dear Son, 

Have mercy on aged saints bowing down under the pressure 
of advanced years ; make them meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light. Lord, have mercy on all 
with whom we are united by the ties of nature and blood, or 
church fellowship ; may they and wc walk worthy of the Lord 
unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, increasinff 
in the knowledge of God. 

Accept of our thanks for the temporal and spiritual m^ercies 
this day received, and graciously watch over us this niglit. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hear our prayers and forgive 
our sins, for Jesus* sake, our only Advocxite and Saviour 
Amen* 


FORTIETH WEEK.— FRIDAY MORNING. 


TllUB WISDOM. 

Odttkum, Ame, Oare^t, f« m. 

1 “DE it my only wisdom hero 

" To serve tho Lord with lilial fear, 

With loving gratitude ; 

Superior sense may I display 
By shunning every evil way, 

And wal&g in the good. 

2 0 may I still from sin depart ! 

A wise and understanding heart, 

Jesus, to me be given ; 

And let me through thy Spirit know 
To glorify my God below, 

And find ray way to heaven. C. Wkslky. 


JOB XXVIII. 

The Fear of Ood ia Wiadom, 

^URELY there is a vein for the silver, aud a place for gold 
^ where they fine iL 

2 Iron is taken out of the earth, and brass is molten out of 
the stone. 

3 He setteth an end to darkness, and searoheth out all 
perfection: the stones of darkness, and the shadow of death. 

4 The flood breaketh out from the inhabitants; evefi the 
waters forgotten of the foot : they are dried up, they are gone 
away from men. 

5 As for the earth, out of it cometh bread : and under it is 
turned up as it were fire. 

6 The stones of it are the place of sappliires : and it hath 
dust of gold. 

7 There is a path which no fowl knoweth, and which the 
vulture’s eye hath not seen : 

8 The lion’s whelps have not trodden it, nor the fierce lion 
passed by it. 

12 But where shall wisdom be found ? and where is the 
place of understanding ? 

13 Man knoweth not the price thereof ; neither is it found 
in the land of the living. 

14 The depth saith, It is not in me : and the sea saith, It 
is not with me. 

15 It cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be 
weighed for the price thereof. 

16 It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the 
precious onyx, or the sapphire, 

17 The gold and the crystal cannot equal it: and the 
exchange of it shall not be for jewels of fine gold. 

18 No mention shall be made of coral, or of pearls : for the 
price of wisdom is above rubies. 

19 The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, neither shall it 
be valued with pure gold. 

20 Whence then cometh wisdom ? and where is the place 
of understanding? 

21 Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, aud kept 
close from the fowls of the air. 

22 Destruction and death say, Wc have heard the fame 
thereof with our ears. 

28 God understandeth the w ay thereof, and he knoweth 
the place thereof. 

24 For he looketh to the ends of the earth, and seeth 
under the whole heaven ; 

26 To make the weight for the winds ; and he weigheth the 
waters by measure. 

26 When he made a decree for the rain, and a way for the 
lightning of the thunder : 

27 Th^en did he see it, and declare it ; he prepared it; yea, 
and searched it out. 

28 And unto man he said. Behold, the fear of the Loan, 
that is wisdom ; aud to depart from evil is understanding. 


IIeflkctions upon Job xxviii. — G old and silver lequiro to bt 
ptirified from dross ; how much more do tho souls of men need to 
bo purified from the dross of corruption ! The opulent may rejoice 
in their earthly treasures, which perish in tho using, and which at 
the death of their possessors flee away, never, never to return ! but 
the genuine, humble saint can rejoice in the possession of saving 
wisdom — a treasure which never can bo lost — a tree of life and of 
eternal verdure — a star whoso burning and living brightness shall 
never be extinguished — a croNvn of glory, of righteousness, and of 
life, which never fadeth away. With tins treasure, the humble 
saint, in his lowly cottage, is unsptxikably more opulent, honourable, 
and blest, than the graceless monarch, of the greatest might, in- 
habiting his gorgeous palace, and seated upon his magnificent throne. 
^'My soul, seek this wisdom from Jesus: he is willing, tho precious 
JEWEL, to bestow!” 

PRAYER. 

O LORD, thou art a God of boundless knowledge, and of 
infinite and unerring wisdom. Look upon us in the 
face of Jesus, thine Anointed. Thou art tlio great and in- 
exhaustible fountain from whence flows all the wisdom of 
angels and of men. Thy spirit, O Lord, is that spirit of 
inspiration by whom the writers of the Holy Scriptures were 
enlightened, and by whom thy servants tlie prophets were 
enabled to foretell the events of future and of distant ages. 
Thou art the all-seeing Jehovah ; thou lookest to the ends of 
the eartli, and seest under the wliole heaven. Thou makest a 
weight for the wdnds, and thou dost weigh the waters by 
measure. Thou lioldcst in the hollow of thine hand all the 
waters of the ocean. Thou alone hast made a decree for 
the rain, and a way for the lightning of the thunder. All 
the elements of the sky arc under tliy control, and ever ready 
to execute thy commands. 

Lord, wc thank thee for what wc have now read of wisdom. 
We confess our folly ; by nature folly is bound up in us. 
While wc have reason to bless thee for our natural under- 
standing, yet wc have reason to confess that if wo lean to our 
own understanding we cannot stand, and if wc follow the 
dictates of our o\vn mind we shall wander in the paths where 
destroyers go. O wise Saviour, give us wisdom to see our 
own folly — give us wisdom to love wisdom ; and let it be our 
happiness to enjoy the saving tuition of thy Holy Spirit. 

Lardy convince our dear children of the necessift/ of Divine 
wisdom. May their minds be deejdy affected with the melan^ 
choly instances around them of many of the rising race has- 
tening to ruin tinder the dictates of their foolish hearts. 

Wc thank thee, O Jesus, for the promise of the Holy 
Ghost as an instructor. Wc praise thee for ministers as 
instructors ; but, above all, we praise thee for the instruction 
of the Holy Spirit. Divine Spirit, lead us into all truth, and 
show us things to come. We pray, O Lord, that we may be 
taught to prefer wisdom before gold and silver. God forbid 
that we should seek a perishing inheritance in preference to 
wisdom and grace, an inheritance w'hich shall endure for ever. 
Make us thankful for the Holy Scriptures, where true wisdom 
is to be found. O teach us by faith to dig in that sacred 
mine where treasures arc to be found, with which those jewels 
that sparkle in tho diadems of kings are unworthy to be 
compared. Give us grace to make thy Word our counsellor 
and guide ; then it will be a light to our feet and a lamp unto 
our paths. 

We thank thee that thou hast informed us that the fbar 
OF THE Lord is wisdom. O teach us thy fear. Give us a 
filial fear of thee as our Father and our God. 

We thank thee for the rest and sleep of another night, and 
pray that wc may be preserved from the temptations and 
snares of another day. O hear us, for Jesus’ sake, who is 
worthy of the praises of saints, and of the adoration of angds 
Amen. 


m 


FORTIETH WEEK.— FRIDAY EVENING. 


HUMIMATTON ANP TRIUMPHS OF CHRIST, 

Fmrdingb^ndgc* Admiration, AngcV* Hymn. f* m. 

1 'T'HE mighty frame of glorious grace, 

^ That brightest monument of praise 

That e’er the God of lovo designed. 

Employs and dlls my labouring mind. 

2 Begin, my soul, the heavenly song — 

A burden for an angel’s tongue : 

When Gabriel sounds these awful thingfi, 

He tunes and summons all his strinjiffl. 

[i Proclaim inimitable lovo ! 

Jesus, the Lord of worlds above, 

Puts off the beams of bright array. 

And veils the God in mortal clay. Watts. 

(^OLOSSIANS II. 

Comtancy in Christ. 

F )ll 1 would that ye knew what gi'cat conflict I have for 
you, and for tliem at Laodicea, and for os many as have 
not »een my face in the flesh ; 

2 That their hearts might he comforted, being knit to- 
gether in love, and unto all riches of tl)c full assurance of 
understanding, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, 
and of the Father, and of Christ ; 

3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and know- 


4 And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with 
enticing words. 

5 For though I be absent in the flcsli, yet am I with you 
in the spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the sted- 
fastness of your faith in Christ. 

6 As yc have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
walk yo in him : 

7 Hooted and built up in him, and stahlishcd in the faith, 
as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. 

8 Beware lest any man spoil you tlirough philosophy and 
vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of 
the world, and not after Clirist. 

9 For in Jiiin dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily. 

10 And yc are complete in him, which is the head of all 
principality and power : 

11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision 
made without hands, in putting oil' the body of the sins of 
the flesh by the circumcision of Christ : 

12 Buried witli him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen 
with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath 
raised him from the dead. 

13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uiicircum- 
cisiou of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, 
having forgiven you all trespasses ; 

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was 
against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the 
way, nailing it to his cross ; 

15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made 
a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 

16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, 
or in respect of an holy-day, or of the new moon, or of the 
sabbath days ; 

17 Which are a shadow of things to come: but the body is 
ofChrist. 

18 Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary 
himility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those 
thinM which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly 

19 And not holding the Head, from which all the body by 
joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit 
together, increaseth with the increase of God. 


Heflecttons upon Coloss, ii.— H ow necessary it* is for parents, 
teachers, and ministers to wrestle in prayer for the eternal salvation 
of those precious and immortal souls committed to their oare. Of 
this, the holy Apostle was a §^eat, an encouraging example. The 
unity of the Church, the increase and prevalence of Christian love, 
should form an especial part of the matter of the earnest prayers of 
the followers of tho Lamb. When this unity and love prevail in . 
churches and families, it is on evident proof of the descent of the 
influences of the Spirit, a satisfying evidence of the prosperity of 
grace in tho soul, and a proof of the gracious presence of him, who 
walked in the midst of tho golden candlesticks. Let’ us daily rejoice 
in the fulness of Christ, in the fulness of his love, his wisdom, his 
grace, and his influence. Glorious truth — we are os welcome to the 
blessings flowing from the inflnito fountain of his fulness, as we are 
to the light of tho sun, to the air we breathe, to the descending 
showers, and to the influence of the breezes of the sky ! 


PRAYER. 

A DORABLE Jehovah, we rejoice that we can approach thy 
Divine presence acceptably through the Mediator Jesus 
Christ. Wc lift up to thee the eyes of our souls for that 
faith without which wc cannot lay hold of Christ as our advo- 
cate. In thee, 0 Jesus, are hid all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge. In thee are laid up those stores of wisdom 
from whence ancient prophets received all their prophetic 
wisdom and intelligence. Thou, O Immanuel, didst instruct 
all those inspired penmen who were employed in writing the Old 
Testament Scriptures. Holy men of old spake as they were 
moved and illuminated and directed by thy good spirit. Great 
Saviour, thou art God as well as man ; and we bless thee for 
the numerous and forcible illustrations and proofs of thy 
Divinity with which the Bible is stored. In thee dweUetii 
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. All the perfections of 
Jehovali are thine, for thou art Jehovah. Thou art infinite, 
eternal, and unchangeable in thy being, wisdom, power, holi- 
ness, justice, goodness, and truth. Thou art possessed of 
' unlimited, absolute, and eternal authority. All rulers on 
earth, and all principalities and powers in heaven, arc thy 
subjects. O Jesus, mercifully enter the chariot of thy Gospel, 
and ride triumphantly among all the nations of the earth, 
that all tluiir inhabitants may know thee, and acknowledge 
thee as their Saviour and their God. Lord Jesus, as a family 
we acknowledge and adore thee as our Saviour and our God. 
Out of thy fulness may we all receive, and grace for grace. 
Thou art the glorious and eternal Head of thy Church. O that 
the heads and the members of^this family may be members of 
that body of which Jesus is the Divine and glorious head 1 
Give ns faith to hold tlie head every day, from whom the body 
in all ages, by joints and bands having nourishment ministered 
and knit together, increased with all the increase of God. 

May our dear children and servants be savingly united to 
thee, 0 Jesus. From thee as their prophet may they receive 
wisdom, from thee as their priest may they receive a justu 
fying righteousness, and from thee as their king may they 
receive defence from all their enemies. 

We praise thee, exalted Saviour, that thou hast removed 
by thy death the hand-writing — tho awftil claims which the 
law as a covenant, and which the offended justice of God, 
could make upon us, but claims which we were infinitely 
unable to answer. Thou, as our surety, hast taken gway the 
hand-writing by thy death upon the accursed tree, and thou 
hast answered every claim. Lord Jesus, accept the praises 
and the homage of our hearts. We present our thanks for 
the mercies of another day — for mercies conferred upon iho 
body, but more especially upon the soul. Watch over us this 
nigbt, give us the sleep of thy beloved, bear our prayenii gnd 
forgive our sins, for Jesus' sake, our Prophet, Prtest, and 
King. Amen. 



IXJETIETH WEEK.— SATURDAY MORNING. 


BXMEMBSE ME. 

Mmmt (Mtary, UnivervUy* JBrif^tkdmaUme, 

1 ^ THOU, from whom all goodness flows ! 

I lift my heart to thee ; 

In all my sorrows, conflicts, woes, 

" Dear Lord ! remember me ! 

2 When Ranine, on my burdened lieurt 

My sins lie heavily, 

My pardon speak, new peace impart, 

In love remember me ! 

3 Temptations sore obstruct my way, 

And ills I cannot flee ; 

0 giyo me strength, Lord ! as my day ; 

For good remember mo ! 

4 Distressed with pain, disease, and grief. 

This feeble body sec ; 

Grant patience, rest, and kind relief; 

Hoar, and remember mo ! 


JOB XXIX. 

Job*s Remembrance of former* Dayt, 

M oreover Job continued his parable, and said, 

2 Oh that I were as in months past, as in the days 
when God preserved me ; 

8 When his candle sliined upon my head, mid when by liis 
light I walked through darkness ; 

4 As I was in the days of my youth, when the secret of 
God was upon my tabernacle ; 

6 When the Almighty was yet with me, when my children 
about me ; 

6 When I washed my steps with butter, and the rock 
poured me out rivers of oil ; 

7 When I went out to the gate through the city, when I 
prepared my seat in the street ! 

8 The young men saw me, and hid themselves : and the 
aged arose, and stood up. 

9 The princes refrained talking, and laid their hand on 
their mouth. 

10 The nobles held their peace, and their tongue cleaved to 
the roof of their mouth. 

11 When the ear heard mcj then it blessed me; and when 
the eye saw me, it gave witness to me : 

12 Because I delivered the poor that cried, and the father- 
less, and him that had none to help him. 

13 The blessing of him that was ready to ])eri«h came upon 
me : and I caused the widow^s heart to sing for joy. 

14 I put on righteousness, and it clothed me: my judg- 
ment was 08 a rol>e and a diadem. 

15 I was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the lame. 

16 I was a father to the poor : and the cause which I knew 
not I searched out. 

17 And I brake the jaws of the wicked, and plucked the 
spoil out of his teeth. 

18 Then I said, I sliall die in my nest, and I shall multiply 
my days as the sand. 

19 My root was spread out by the waters, and the dew lay 
all night upon my branch. 

20 My glory was fresh in me, and my bow was renewed in 
my band. 

21 Unto me men gave ear, i^nd waited, and kept silence at 
my counsel. 

22 After my words they spake not again ; and my speech 
dropped upon them. 

Reflections upon Job xxix. — Wo should make it matter of daily, 
fervent prayer, that wo may wisely remember, observe, and improve 
the post events of a gracious, sovereigu, and special providence. The 
remembrance of past sins will then fill us with penitential humility, 
and the remembrance of past mercies with adoring thankhilness. 0 


hpw important and encouraging it is, to be able to look book upon 
the bloom of youth accompani^ with the glowing loveliness of early 
piety ! Many saints mourn with shame that their youthful days 
were graceless days, and that the most precious period of their past 
lives was devoted to sin, and not to holmess ; to tho service of the 
flesh, and not to tho service of Christ. Happy are they who can 
look back, like Job, on their early days, and say, ** Then wo walked 
with God ,* then wo enjoyed the influences of his Spirit, tho de- 
light of his fellowship, and tlie smiles of his countenance.** Thk 
furnishes a preparation for usefulness and suflering in future days, 
yea, for heaven and its unceasing joj^s. 

PRAYER. 

O Ull God and our Father in Christ, thou art the mighty 
God; thou hast spoken, and called the earth from the 
rising of the sun unto the going down thereof. O God, thou 
hast shined out of Zion, the perfection of beauty. Great art 
thou, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, and 
in the mountain of thy liolincss. In the midst of all the 
afflictions, changes, and bereavements connected with our 
pilgrimage state here below, we would say with the Psalmist, 
God is our refuge , and our strength, a very present help in 
trouble. The Lord of hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is 
ou? refuge. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, thy kindness toward us during 
the past night. We thank thee for the refreshing and in- 
vigorating influence of sleep ; and we pray that we may be 
enabled to live this day as children of so many mercies, wnoee 
cup has long overflowed with the unmerited and abundant 
goodness of Jehovah. 

Holy Spirit, may tho ordinance in which we are now en- 
gaged prove profitable to our souls, and may we enjoy fellow- 
ship with the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. O may we 
experience that sweet enjoyment in those sacred observances 
will give ns the assured foretaste of the blessed enjoy- 
ments of the heavenly wwld. Sanctify what we have now 
read, and may the sacred and affecting truths which have now 
presented themselves before us in reading thy Word be applied 
to our heart by the gracious and irresistible power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Give us grace, like Job, to remember past times, past 
mercies, and past sins.. If any of us, in looking back to past 
times, have reason to conclude that onr love to Jesus is less 
ardent, and our zeal more languid, than in former days, O 
may we be deeply humbled under a sense of our spiritual 
decay. We would now earnestly pray that our baiTcii and 
unfruitful minds may again revive as the corn, under the 
blessed influence of tlie Holy Spirit. O brcntlic upon tho 
garden of our soul, that the spices of Divine graces may flow 
out. Gracious Goa make thy candle to shine upon us, and 
by thy light may we walk through darkness. May we be 
among the happy number to wliom God reveals the secrets of 
his love. O give us a token for good, that wo arc in reality 
the children of God. 

Lord^ give our dear children and servants that sacred pm- 
dence which will teach them to respect their superiors, and 
particularly to venerate the aged. 

Have mercy on such as, like Job, are mourning over the 
death of their offspring. Give them submission, and may 
they say with thy servant, the Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away ; blessed be the name of the Lord. 

Lord, have pity on the poor and needy. Give ns com- 
passion for the indigent and the afflicted ; and may we have 
the blessing of those who arc ready to perish. In the name 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, wo present our morn- 
ing sacrifice. And to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost be 
ascribed gloiy, honour, dominion, and power, for ever aud 
ever. Amen. 

m 


FORTIETH WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENING. 


HOPES OP THE RKSURttECTION. 

Bamkfield* Zara, Whitfield, Bi'wierip*B, «• 

1 A ND must this body die ? 

This mortal frame decay ? 

And must these active limbs of mine 
lie mouldering in the clay ? 

2 Corruption, earth, and worms 
Shall but refine this flesh, 

Till my triuniphaiit spirit comes 
To put it on afresh. 

3 Arrayed in glorious grace 
Shall these vile bodi(‘S shine, 

And every shape and every face 
Look heavenly and divine. 

I These lively hopes wo owe 
To Jesus’ dying love ; 

We would adore his grace below. 

And sing his power above. 

Watts, no, i#. iy. 

COLOSSIANS III. 

Hopei and Oounseln. 

I F ye tlien be risen with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 

2 Set your affection on things above, not on tilings on the 
earth. 

3 For ye are dead, and your life is liid with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall yc 
abo appear with him in glory. 

5 Mortify therefore your members ivhicli are upon the 
earth ; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affbetioii, evil con- 
cupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 

6 For which things^ sake tlic wrath of God comctli on the 
children of disobedience : 

7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in 
them, 

8 But now ye also put off all these ; anger, wrath, malice, 
blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. * 

9 Lie not oiio to another, seeing that ye have put off the 
old man with his deeds ; 

10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of him that created him : 

11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision 
nor uncircumcisiou, Barbarian, Scythian, bond no?' free : but 
Christ is all, and in all. 

12 Put on therefore, as tlio elect of God, holy and beloved, 
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 
longsuffering ; 

13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if 
any man have a quarrel against any : even as . Christ forgave 
you, so also do ye. 

14 And above all these things pul on charity, which is the 
bond of perfectness, 

15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the 
which also ye arc called in one body ; and be ye thankful. 

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wis- 
dom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord. 

17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father 
by him. 

18 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as 
it » fit in the Lord. 

19 Husbands, dove your wives, and be not bitter against 
them.* 


Rupusctions upon Coloss. hi. — They who are saved by grace 
fv\joy the deepest interest in the resurrection and ascension of 


Christ. When he rose from the dead, he rose as their Head, and 
secured their glorious resurrection. When he asoended to heaven, 
ho asoended as their surety pd representative, and thus secured 
for them a sure and happy residence in the heavenly places. Do wo 
possess this blessed interest in Christ.^ Then it will appear in our 
heavenly dispositions, heavenly hopes, and heavenly lives. If we 
have a title to heaven, and arc in reality bound for heaven,^ our 
conversation must be in heaven, whence we look for the Saviour.^* 
If this be the case, bodily lusts, vile appetites, and corrupted passions, 
will bo hateful to our souls. We shall look upon them as mortal 
cncmicB, with whom we can conclude no truce. We sholl view 
them as robbers, wishing to deprive us of all that is valuable here, 
and all that is desirable hereafter. Wo shall look upon them as 
murderers, whom nothing will satisfy short of our everlasting 
destruction. Are these the views and feelings of our heart ? Then 
Jesus is our Saviour, and heaven will be our home. 

PRAYER. 

I NFINITELY powerful and ^acious Jehovah, in whom wo 
live, move, and have our being, to whose fatherly care we 
owe onr preservation during the past day and the past week, 
Ave draw near tliy sacred throne to express our thanksgivings 
and to present our petitions. We thank thee for the supply of 
our wants and the continuance of our lives. We bless tliee 
that wc are enabled, in the possession of some measure of 
health, in the exercise of reason, and in the enjoyment of 
some degree of confidence in God, to approach the throne 
of grace, to supplicate mercy in the name of Christ. 

We commit ourselves to thy watcliful providence this night. 
Wc cannot secure and protect ourselves ; may wc be secured 
and protected by thy powerful arm. If consistent with thy 
Divine arrangements, may wc awake in safety on the morning 
of thy sacred day, and be permitted, in company with thy 
people, to enter thy sacred courts, and hear of Jesus, of 
salvation, and of immortality. Lord, prepare our beloved 
minister, and all thy servants, for sounding the Jubilee 
trumpet of the Gospel. May multitudes, through their 
instrumentality, flee to Christ, the true city of refuge, where 
they shall find the most secure defence from the storms of 
Divine wrath, and from the alarming consequences of sin. 

Have mercy upon us as a family, and have mercy upon ua 
as individuals. Give us faith to believe that we are risen 
Avith Christ, that (flirist is risen as our public Head, and 
therefore that our glorious resurrection at the last day is 
secure. As an evidence that we have already received a 
spiritual resurrection, and that by Christ Ave are raised from 
the grave of a spiritual statp, may Ave set our affections on 
those exalted objects and blessings which are at God's right 
hand. O convince us that, if our affections arc cleaving to 
earthly objects, we have no evidence whatever that we are the 
regenerated children of the Most High. God grant that we 
may he dead to sin, dead to its reigning power, dead to its 
love, and dead to its condemning curse. Give us that Divine 
life Avhieli is hid with Christ in God, that life which arises 
from union to Christ, that life which the men of the world 
can neither impair nor destroy, that life which is for ever 
secured by thee, O Jesus, from whom it flows, and with whom 
it is hid. 

Holy Godf prese?'ve our children and servants from vile 
affections and corrupted lusts. May they begin soon to 
watch over their oivn minds, and to mortfy every rising 
passion. Enable them now to com?nence that warfare with 
their own hearts which will issue in the joys of heaven. 

We pray that we may be enriched Avith Christian tempers 
heavenly graces, and constantly put off the old man with 
his deeds, and put on the new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of him who created it. 

O hear our prayers, for Jesus' sake. Amen. And may the 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with us all. Ameu* 


FOETY-FIKST WEEK.—SABBATH MOENING. 


nATBB'HEAaD AND ZION RBSTOEZD. 

CUftm* Zion Ckureh* WiitMrt, c. 

! I ET Zion and lier aons rejoice, 

Behold the promised hour; 

Her God hath heard her mourning voioo, 

And comes to exalt his powcT 

2 Her dust and ruins that remab j 

Are precious in our ejcs ; i 

Those ruins shall be built i^ain, 

And all that dust shall rise. | 

3 The Lord will raise JerusolcTn, j 

And stand in glory there ; i 

Nations shall bow before hi.s name, ! 

And kings attend with fear. I 

4 Ho sits a sovereign on his throne, ' 

' With pity in his eyes ; | 

He hears the dying prisoners* groan, 

And sees their sighs arise. Watts, Pt. 102, p. 11, 

PSALM CII. 

ChrieVs Dominion and Qloi'y, 

T^y days are like a shadow that declineth; and I am 
ijX withered like grass. 

12 But thou, O Loud, shalt endure for ever; and thy 
remembrance unto all generations. 

18 Thou shalt arise, aiid have mercy upon Zion : for the 
time to favour her, yea, the? set time, is come. 

14 For thy servants take pleasure in her stones, and favour 
the dust thereof. 

15 So the heathen shall fear the name of the Loud, and 
all the kings of the earth thy glory. 

16 When the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in 
his gioiy 

17 He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not 
despise their prayer. 

18 This shall be written for the generation to come : an J 
the people which shall be created shall praise the Lord. 

19 For he hath looked down from the height of his sanc- 
tuary ; from heaven did the Lord behold the earth ; 

20 To hear the groaning of the prisoner; to loose those 
that are appointed to death ; 

21 To declare the name of the Lord in Zion, and his 
praise in Jerusalem ; 

22 When the people arc gathered together, and the king- 
doms, to serve the Lord. 

23 He weakened my strength in the way; he shortened 
my days. 

24 I said, O my God, take me not away in the midst of 
my days : thy years are throughout all generations. 

26 Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth : and 
the heavens are the work of thy hands. 

26 They shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea, all of 
them shall wax old like a garment ; as a vesture shalt thou 
change them, and they shall be changed : 

27 But thou art the same, and thy years shall have no end. 

28 The children of thy servants shall continue, and their 
seed shall be established before thee. 


Ebpibctions upon Psalm cii.-- Under the influence of grace, the 
believer feels solemnly impressed with a sense of his mortal life, 
which must soon come to a close; but, by the same influence, ho is 
comforted with the assured hope of his life beyond the Jordan of 
death, which will continue encompassed with a halo of perfect 
blessedness throughout the endless ages of eternity. While ho feols 
that ho has a life that shall die, he knows and rejoices that he has 
a life, hid with Christ in God, which shall endure for over. Innu- 
merable are the springs from which the children of God derive 
comfort and peace. The attributes of God glorified in Christ, the 
eternity and immutability of Jehovah, God’s love to his Church, the 
security of Zion arising from the constant care and guardianship of 


Zion’s King, the animating prospect of heathen nations elevated to 
the knowledge, worship, and enjoyment of God, God’s tender 
passion to the afflicted, his most merciful attention to their prayers, 
and the deliverance which he will at last give thorn from all their 
sorrows and from all their onomies, oro souroes of consolation and 
springs of comfort, which fiimish believers with joy unspoakahlo 
and hope which makoth not ashamed. Ancient is the foundation 
of our world ; but it is only of yesterday, when compiired with the 
unbeginuing existence of God. Let us look on Jesus with holy 
delight, and acknowledge with holy adoration, Thou art from 
everlasting to everlasting God !” 

I’RAYElir 

G 1 LORY to God in the highest, that wc arc among the 
^ number of those higlily favoured multitudes whose eyes 
are permitted to behold the cheering light of another day of 
the Son of man, and to draw near thy throne in Jesus’ name. 
We who now bow before tliec are but of yesterday ; and, as to 
our mortal nature, wc are like a shadow that declineth. But 
thou, O Lord, shalt endure for ever, and thy remembrance 
unto all generations. Thou whose glory shall continue for 
ever immutably the same, look down on thy Church in mercy ; 
arise and have mercy on Zion ; may the time to favour her, 
the set time, be come. Then shall the hcatlxen fear the name 
of the Lord, and all the kings of the earth shall see and 
admire thy glory, as the Father of mercies and the God of 
salvation. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in the immutability of thy nature, 
the eternity of thy being, and the perpetuity of thy throne. . 
Blessed Redeemer, of old thou didst lay the foundations of 
the earth, and the heavens are the work of thine hands. 
They shall perish, but thou shalt endure ; yea, all of them 
Dhall wax old like a garment ; as a vesture shalt thou fold 
them, and they shall be changed : but thou art the same, and 
thy years shall have no end. 

Wc pray, O Jesus, that the glory of thy person, the won- 
ders of thy death, the merit of thiue atonement, the infinite 
excellence of thy righteousness, and the greatness of thy 
salvation, may this day bo faithfully proclaimed. May thy 
ministers feel the importance of their office, and may they be 
determined to know nothing in preaching the truth except 
Je.su8 Christ, and Inm crucified. 

Lord, have mercy on such as arc destitute, whether as to 
temporal comforts or spiritual blessings. When, in the bitter- 
ness of their heart, they present their supplications before 
thee, O hear their cry and despise not their prayer. If they 
enter thy sacred sanctuary, may they find those Divine con- 
solations which will mitigate the severest sufferings, and 
which will lighten the heaviest burdens. O what reason have 
we to bless and praise thee for thy condescending compos- 
sion ! Thou lookest down from the height of thy sanctuary, 
from heaven thou beholdcst the earth, to hear the groaning 
of the prisoner, and to loose those that are appointed to 
death. Gracious God, may enslaved nations be set at liberty 
from the tyranny of cruel despots ; but, above all, may en- 
slaved souls be set at liberty, through the instrumentality of 
a preached Gospel, from the. tyrannical yoke of Satan’s slavery. 

Suffer not our dear vMUlren, or serimntSy to remain the 
daves of Satan and the captives of sin. Holy Spirit, set 
them at liberty^ and give them the liberty which the sons of 
God enjoy. 

Lord, liave mercy on all Satan’s slaves. Deliver them from 
the delusion by which they are held fast. Open their eyes to 
sec their true state, and may they give themselves no rest till 
they are the citizens of Zion. 

Give us grace to glorify thy name in all the services of the 
day. Hear our prayers, for Jesus’ sake, our exalted Re- 
deemer and Intercessor. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 

4 0 


FOETY-FiaST WEEK.— SABBATH EVENIN0. 


PRAISE FOE MERCIES. 

I^haron, Wettmimier. Stockport, •. n, 

0 BLESS the Lord, my soul ; 

Let all within me join. 

And aid my tongue to bless his name, 

Whoso favours are Divine. 

I 0 bless the Lord, my soul ; 

Nor let his mercies lie 
Forgotten in unthankfulness, 

And without praises die. 

^Tis he forgives thy sins, 

^Tis ho relieves thy pain, 

*Ti8 he that heals thy sicknesses, 

And mokes thee young again. 

He crowns thy life with love, 

Wlien ransomed from the grave ; 

Ho that redeemed my soul from hell 
Hath sovereign power to save. 

Watts, Pi. 103 , p , /. 


PSALM cm. 

Oo<Pa Mercies, 

T>LESS the Lord, O niy soul : and all that is within me, 
blens his holy name. 

2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits : 

8 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities ; who healeth all thy 
tliseoses; 

4 Who redeem eth thy life from destruction ; who crowneth 
thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies ; 

6 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things ; so that thy 
youth is renewed like the eaglets. 

6 The Lord executeth righteousness and judgment for all 
that are oppressed. 

7 He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the 
children of Israel. 

8 The Lord f> merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
plenteous in mercy. 

9 He will not always chide : neither will he keep his anger 
for ever. 

10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins ; nor rewarded 
us according to our iniquities. 

11 For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is 
his mercy toward them that fear him. 

12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he 
removed our transgressions from us. 

18 Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth 
them that fear him. 

14 For he knoweth our frame ; he remembereth that we 
are dust. 

15 As for man, his days are as grass : as a flower of the 
field, so ho flourisheth. 

16 For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the 
place thereof shall know it no more. 

17 But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to ever- 
lasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto 
children's children ; 

18 To such as keep his covenant, and to those that remem- 
uer his commandments to do them. 

19 The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens ; and 
nis kingdom ruleth over all. 

20 Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that excel in strength, 
that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his 
word* 

21 Bless ye the Lord, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his, 
that do his pleasure. 

22 Bless the Lord, all his woriis in aU places of his domi- 
nion .* bless the Lord, O my soul. 

em 


IIEFLRCTIORS upoK PsALM ciu.— The tmdmuj io for^ God’s 
mercies is one of the humUing infirmities of frail humanity, Which 
genuine believers gfteatly deplore, and whioh ca lls forth the eiceroise 
of constant watchfhlness and earnest prayer. 0 how profitable and 
deliffhtM to the soul, the frequent survey of those mercies, Mess- 
ingsT and graces whioh God confers upon the objects of his love ! 
Does the miser gazo with interest upon his golden and iflvep trea- 
sures ? Does the rich man survey ^m on emin^oe, with inw^ 
giatulation, his wide-spreading ana richly cultivated estate ? With 
unspeakably greater enjoyment the child of Gk)d can look upon the 
blessings of salvation and the rich inheritance in heaven, and say, 
with thankfulneBB and praise, “They are all my own That will 
bo a blcBBcd day, when he shall take his plaoo among the heavenly 
hosts, and unito with them in hallelujahs of sweetest praise to God 
and the Lamb. • 

PRAYER. 

pi OD of grace and of salvation, we draw near unto thy 
throne of mercy at the close of thy sacred day, and in 
the name of Christ we would lift up our eyes to thee, from 
whence cometh our aid. We bless thee for the enjoyment of 
another Sabbath on earth, and for all the benefits we and 
others have enjoyed under the means of grace. 

Thou, O Lord, art merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
and plenteous in mercy. Thou wilt not always chide, nor keep 
thine anger for ever. Greatly we have sinned against thee : 
from our childhood to the present time wo have committed 
against thee innumerable offences. We have reason to mourn 
and be ashamed, yea,* even confounded, when we think of the 
sins of the heart, of secret sins, and of presumptuous sins, 
with which we are chargeable in the sight of a holy and of a 
heart-searching God. Thou hast not dealt with us as wo 
have sinned, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. If 
thou hadst visited upon our heads the demerit of a small 
number of our sins, long ere now we had been confined as 
eternal prisoners within the adamantine gates of Tophet Our 
history and thy forbearance are most blessed evidences that 
thou delightest in mercy. Merciful Father, through Jesus 
Christ, let our transgressions he removed from us, as far as 
the east is from the west; then may we know by holy expe- 
rience that, as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is 
thy mercy toward them that fear thee. O teach us to fear 
and reverence thy name; teach us to fear and love thine 
attributes, and to fear and serve thee. 

Teach our children to fear thee. Convince their youU^ul 
minds of the unspeakable advantage of fearing Ood^ seetng 
thy mercy is from everlasting to everlasting on them that 
fear thee, and thy righteousness unto children's children. 
May our servants for ever sing of thy mercy, and in this 
family enjoy the blessings of a rich and free salvation, 

Wc thank thee, O Lord, for the preaching of the Gospel, 
and for the dispensation of Divine ordinances this day in all 
the churches. We rejoice that the jubilee trumpet of salva- 
tion has been sounded in the ears of thousands, and that the 
blessings of a Saviour’s purchase have been affectionately 
pressed upon the attention of men for their immediate acoept- 
ance. Now, O Lord, we desire to'supplicate these iuvaluaDle 
blessings for ourselves, and for all our beloved relatives and 
friends. Lord, forgive all our iniquities, and heal all our 
diseases, for they are loathsome, numerous, and dangerous* 
Let our lives be redeemed from destruction, and may we be 
crowned vdth loving-kindness and tender mercy. Satisfy our 
souls with heavenly manna, and may we feast on the rich 
provision of thy Gospel. 

Show compassion to our aged friends, and may they renew 
their youth like the eagle’s. 

Graciously watch over and defend us this night, fpii ti|S 
sake of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Our Father which art in h^ven, &c. 


POETY-PIRST WEEK.— MONDAY MORNING. 


lIliVopEKlAL. 

isindigilY Abingthn* Qnm Bomc 

1 A ED must 1 part vitk oil 1 havo, 

Mj dearest Lord, for thee ? 

It is but right ! since thou hast done 
Much more than this for me. 

2 Yes, let it go ! — One look foom thw^ 

'WiU more than make amends 
For all the losses I sustain 
Of credit, riches, foiends. 

3 Saviour of youls ! could I from thee 

A single smile obtain, 

Though destitute of all things else, 

I’d glory in my gain. 


Bsodoxr. 


JOB XXXI. 

/o&’i Iwt^rUy, 

T^OR what portion of God is there from above ? and what 
inheritance of the Almighty from on high ? 

8 Is not destruction to the wicked ? and a strange punish- 
went to the workers of iniquity? 

4 Doth not he see my ways, and count all my steps ? 

6 If I have walked with vanity, or if roy foot hath hasted 
to deceit ; 

6 Let me be weighed in an even balance, that God may 
know mine integrity. 

7 If my step hath turned out of the way, and mine heart 
walked after mine eyes, and if any blot hath cleaved to mine 
hands; 

8 Then let me sow, and let another cat; yea, let my off- 
spring be rooted out. 

9 If mine heart have been deceived by a woman, or if 1 
have laid wait at my neighbour’s door ; 

10 Then let my wife grind unto another. 

11 For this is an heinous crime; yea, it is an iniquity to he 
punished by the judges. 

12 For it M a hre that consumeth to destruction, and 
would root out all mine increase. 

18 If I did despise the cause of my manservant or of my 
maidservant, when they contended with me ; 

14 What then shall I do when God riseth up? and when 
he visiteth,. what shall I answer him ? 

15 Did not he that made me in the womb make him ? and 
did not one fashion us in the womb ? 

16 If I have withheld the poor from their desire, or have 
caused the eyes of the widow to fail ; 

17 Or have eaten my morsel myself alone, and the father- 
less hath not eaten thereof; 

21 If I have lifted up my hand against the fatherless, when 
I saw my help in the gate : 

22 Then let mine arm fall from my shoulder blade, and 
mine arm be broken from the bone. 

24 If I ]^ve made gold my hope, or have said to the fine 
gold, Thw art my confidence ; 

25 If I rejoiced because my wealth was great, and because 
yninfl hand had gotten much ; 

26 If I beheld the sun when it shined, or the moon walk- 
ing m brightness ; 

27 And my heart hath been secretly enticed, or my mouth 

hath kissed my hand : ' 

28 This also were an iniquity to be j^nished by the judge : 
fqr I should have denied the God that is above. 

Birticnoics trpov Jos xxzi.^Thcy who seek after the unhal- i 
lowed pleasures of the flesh, preforring them before the pure and 
sodidymg joys which true rehgion imparts, inflict upon themselves 
the greatest ii^ary; for th^ cut themselves off froxp the God of 
ialvation» in whose presence alone is folness of joys, at whose right 


hand alone are pleasures for evermore. The soul which is deter- 
mined upon following out a couiso of continued rebellion against 
God, is preparing for itself a portion. But what is it? It h 
nothing loss than eternal destruction from the presence of the Ix>rd, 
and from the glory of his power ! Though Job, as an humble saint, 
remembered with penitential humility the offences of his past life, 
yet, to the praise of Bivine grace, ho remombered with thankfulness 
many transgressions ho was enabled to avoid. Even in his sorrow 
he was comforted by tho remembrance, that ho was preserved from 
vain practices, and that he was not drawn aside by vain company ; 
that ho had not been left to invade the rights of others, either ns it 
respected their property or relationship ; that ho had not gloried in 
his wealth, and that his possessions hod not alienated liis heart from 
God. 


PRAYER. 

T^E desire, most merciful Lord God, with gratitude and 
joy to approach thy sacred presence. Wc have sinned 
against thee, and deserve to bo excluded from thy presence. 
But we praise thee it is on record, If any man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. O 
Jesus, through thee, our advocate, we present ourselves as 
humble suppliants before the throne of God. 

O Lord, the nilor of the heavens and the earth, the Lord 
of angels and of men, thou art exalted infinitely above our 
highest thoughts. Thy greatness and glory shine in thy 
works of wonder by which we arc surrounded. We would 
admire and adore thy bountiful beneficence manifested in thy 
providence, in making so rich a provision for all thy creatures. 
What reason have we to rejoice for the displays of thy holi- 
ness given in thy precepts, for the displays of thy love in the 
doctrines of thy Gospel, and for the manifestations of thy 
veracity in the promises of thy truth. 

We present before thee our thanks for the mercies of ^he 
j past Sabbath and the past night. We would reflect with joy 
on the edification of thy saints and the conversion of sinners 
j under a preached Word, accompanied by the almighty jpower 
of the Holy Spirit. We desire, O Lord, to enter this day 
upon its duties and engagements, under tho sanctifying im- 
pression of the sacred ordinances yesterday dispensecl. Alas, 
that we should enter upon the temporal pursuits of another 
week, as carnal and earthly and unconcerned about Divine 
things, as if we had never enjoyed the privileges of a Christian 
Sabbath, or had never listened to the joyful sound 1 
Bless what wc have now read of the integrity of Job. We 
praise thee that, in the day of his great prosperity, his heart 
was not lifted np with pride, nor hardened by cruelty. Wo 
bless thee that wealth was not permitted to captivate his 
heart, nor lead his thoughts after unhallowed or sensual 
enjoyments. Have mercy on such of our friends as are 
endowed with wealth, ana let not their hearts be ensnared 
by that avarice which is the melancholy evidence of the 
absence of grace, and a sad mark of approaching destruction. 
We pray that none of us may ever make gold our hope, or 
say to the fine gold, Thou art our confidence. Holy Spirit, 
we seek faith that wo may make Jesus our hope, and may say 
to his finished and glorious righteousness. Thou art our con- 
fidence. 

Preserve our children and domestics from the love qf sin* 
ful pleasure. Suffer them not to seek qfter those earthly^ 
carnal joys^ which drown men in destruction and perdition. 
Lord, affect us all with the prospect of a judgment-day and 
its solemn events. With seriousness may we remember that 
then we shall be weighed in an even balance. Wo know, O 
Lord, that, if we appear without an interest in the righteous- 
ness of thy Son, woen we are weighed, we sliall found 
wanting. Evermore give us this righteousness. Pardon all 
our sins and bear our prayers, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

4c 3 563 


POETY.PIRST WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


SPIRITUAL JOY. 

Britiali* Oldham, JioUh Okapel, FarHngdon. c. M. 

1 XJENCE from my soul, sad thoughts, begone. 

And leave me to my joys; 

My tongue shall triumph in ray God, 

And muko a joyful noise. 

2 Darkness and doubts had veiled ray mind, 

And drowned my head in tours. 

Till sovereign grace with shining rays 
Dispelled ray gloomy fears. 

3 0 w'hat immortal joys I felt. 

And raptures aU Divine, 

When Jesus told me I w^as his. 

And my beloved mine ! 

4 In vain the tempter friglits niy soul, 

A nd breaks my peace in vain ; 

One glimpse, dear Saviour, of thy face 
Itevives my jo 3'8 again. 

WAvrs, 7:h H. //. 

COLOSSIANS TV. 

Sundry Countda, 

jy/TASTEllS, give unto yottr servants tliat which is just and 
equal ; knowing that ye also have a Master in lieaveu. 

2 Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanks- 
giving; 

3 Withal praying also for us, that Cod would open unto 
us a door of utterance, to apeak the mystery of Christ, for 
which I am also in bonds ; 

4. That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. 

6 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeem- 
ing the time. 

6 Let your speech he alway with grace, seasoned with salt, 
that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man. 

7 All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you, who is a 
beloved brother, and a faithful minister and fellow-scrvant in 
the Lord : 

8 Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that 
he might know your estate, and comfort your hearts ; 

9 With Ouesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is 

one of you. They shall make known unto you all things 
which are done here. * 

10 Aristarchus my fellow-prisoner salutcth you, and Mar- 
cus, sister’s son to Barnabas, (touching whom ye received 
commandments : if he come unto you, receive him ;) 

11 And Jesus, which is called Justus, who are of the cir- 
cumciBim. These only are my fellow- workers unto the king- 
dom of God, which have been a comfort unto me. 

12 Epaphras who is one of you, a servant of Christ, salutcth 
you, always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ve 
may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. 

18 For 1 bear him record, that he hath a great zeal for 
you, and them that are in La^icca, and them in Hierapolis. 

14 Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you. 

15 Salute the brethren which are in Laodicca, and Nym- 
phas, and the church wliich is in his house. 

16 And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it 
be rew also in the church of the Laodiccans ; and that ve 
likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. 

say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministiy which 
Jiou hast received m the Lord, that thou fulfil it. 

18 The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember 
my bonds. Grace be with you. Arti Bn 

Rsfikctiohs umw Comss. IV.— God is a righteous and merciful 
governs, and tterofore takes cognizance of the just plain's of 
servants, md of the oonduot of masters in dealing with these claims. 

It IS weU for nmstera and servants constantly to remomber, that 
they are boOi under the discomiug eye of them Uaster in hmven 


Arc we truly concerned about our ^iritual proQ)erify and tfao 
gro3^ of grace ? Then we must be instant, eamast, and constant 
in prayer. What fhel is to the fire, and refreshing (lowers to the 
herbs of the field, prayer is to the soul, when aooompanied by the 
infiuonces of the Holy Spirit. A prayerless soul is a spiritually barren 
desert. Prom such barrenness, and its cause, may God mero^iUy 
preserve us ! Hearers of the Word cannot be too deeply and seriously 
impressed with the important and urgent necessity of praying for 
those who dispense the Word. They should suppucato the Divine 
Spirit to enable them freely, fully, and faithfully to make known 
the truths of the glorious Gospel, which reveal the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. Such prayers cannot fail to be crowned with 
success. 

PRAYER. 

TjlATHER, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God, and the Lord 
our God, how excellent is thy loving-kindness I therefore 
do the children of men put their trust under the shadow of 
thy wings. Because thy loving-kindness is better than life, 
therefore we are encouraged to erect a domestic altar in our 
habitation, and worship thy name, which is glorious and 
gracious. What reason have we to bless the Lord our God 
for the constant and abundant supply of all our wants since 
the day wc were helpless babes upon our mothers* breast ! 
What shall wc render to a God so gracious and so kind I We 
can make no suitable return to thee, O Lord. O that we 
were enabled by thy spirit to lay at thy feet a sacrifice of 
unfeigned thankfulness and love ! 

Give us grace to obey the wise and salutary counsels we 
have now read. May we ever remember tlnit, though these 
individuals and saints to whom this and other epistles were 
immediately addressed arc no more on earth, yet whatever 
was written aforetime was written for our instruction and 
improvement, on whom the ends of the world are come. 

We pray for masters, that they may be enabled to give 
their servants what is just and equal: may they not only 
exercise a care over their bodies, but also over their souls. 
May pious masters be instruments in the conversion of grace- 
less servants, and pious servants be the mean of the conver- 
sion of graceless masters. 

Teach us all to continue in prayer. In our closet, at the 
domestic altar, and in the sanctuary, may wc ever continue in 
prayer. Lord, give us a watchful spirit ; and may we never 
ibrsake our watch-tower, seeing our spiritual enemies are 
crafty and persevering, and will allow no opportunity to 
I escape to do us injury. 

I O Lord, give our beloved offspring the grace of watch- 
fulness, Teach them to watch their heart, and to keep it 
with all diligence ; teach them to watch their tongues, that 
no corru^ communication may fall from their lips. 

Lord, nave mercy on all thy ministers. Give them bold- 
ness to preach the pure and everlasting Gospel of Christ. 
Give to them a door of utterance to speak the mystery of 
Christ, for which Paul, thy beloved servant, suffered impriron- 
ment and bonds. May the heart and lips of our dear minister 
in an especial manner touched, as with a live coal, from 
thine ^tar. Enable all of us who are now before thee to 
testify in the presence of a corrupted world, that we are 
the purifying and saving power of that Gospel we profess to 
believe. Enable us to walk in wisdom toward them that are 
without, ^eeming the time. Grant that our speech may be 
alway with grace, seasoned with salt. May we stand pe&ct 
and complete in aU the will of God. ^ 

Lorf, have mercy on all who are bound by the bonds of 
afflirtion : and may their present bonds be followed by tlw 
glonousbberty of heaven. ^ 

We commend ogives, soul and body, to thy care this 
night; and we implore an answer to our prayers, toe Jesu^ 
sake, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


F0KTY.PIR8T WEEK*— TUESDAY MORNING. 


OOD ESADY TO FOEOIYB. 

PmUtnit, Oamfibdl, Kinftbridge. Vii-ginia. u h . 

1 fjy HAT mean those jealousies and feai*s r 

As if the Lord was loth to save, 

Or loved to see us drenched in tears, 

Or sink with sorrow to the grave. 

2 Not all the sins which wo have wrought 
So muoh his tender bowels grieve*, 

As this unkind, injurious thought, 

That he’s unwilling to forgive. 

5 What though our crimes are black ns night, 

Or glowing like the crimson morn ! 

Immanuors blood will make them m bite 
As snow through the pure ether borne. 

d Lord, ’tis amazing grace, wo own, 

And well may rebel worms surprise ; 

But, was not thy incarnate Son 
A most amEizing sacrifice ? Stocjdon. 

ToiTxSii^ ‘ 

BWvtCa litaaonintj vnth Job. 

T]^IIEREFORE, Job, I pray thee, hear niy speeches, and 

^ ^ hearken to all my words. 

2 Behold, now I have opened my mouth, my tongue hath 
spoken in my mouth. 

3 My words shall be of the uprightness of my heart : and 
my lips shall utter knowledge clearly. 

4 The Spirit of God hath made me, and tlie breath of the 
Almighty hath given me life. 

5 If thou canst answer me, set thy words in order before 
me, stand up. 

13 Why dost thou strive against him ? for he giveth not 
account of any of Ins matters. 

14 For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man pcrcciveth 
it not. 

15 In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep 
falleth upon men, in slumberings upon the bed ; 

16 Then lie openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their in- 
struction, 

17 That he may withdraw man from his purpose, and hide 
pride from man. 

18 He keepeth back his soul from tlie pit, and his life from 
perishing by the sword. 

19 He is chastened also with pain upon his bed, and the 
multitude of liis bones with strong pain: 

20 So that his life abliorreth bread, and his soul dainty 
meat. 

21 His flesh is consumed away, that it cannot be seen ; 
and liis bones that were not seen stick out. 

22 Yea, his soul draweth near unto the grave, and his life 
to the destroyers. . 

28 If there be a messenger with him, an interpreter, one 
among a thousand, to shew unto man his uprightness : 

24 Then he is gracious unto him, and saith. Deliver him 
from going down to the pit : I have found a ransom. 

25 His flesh shall be fresher than a child’s : he shall return 
to the days of his youth. 

27 He looketh upon men, and if any say, I have sinned, 
and perverted that which was right, and it profited me not ; 

28 He will deliver his soul from going into the pit, and his 
life shall see the light. 

BaBVLionoKS ttfon Job xxxni. — All who are called to bo the 
instmotom of others, whether parents, teachers, or ministers, should 
employ kind and affeotionato entreaties ; for love, at all times, gains 
more ready access to the heart than authority. Love is the mightiest 
moral agent in the universe, and what Qod himself employs in sub- 
dtuag the hearts of men. ^e flusulty of speech is one of the greatest 
gifts by whioh Qod has distinguished the human race, and man is 
poottliorly honoured and blesi^ when this talent is sanotifled by 


grace, and implicitly devoted to God’s servioo and praise. Wo should 
often consider the origin of our being, and the great end of our being. 
We are tho wonderful workmanship of the almighty, wise, and im- 
mutable Jehovah. Wo should seriously and thank lully reflect on tho 
important end for which our rational and immortal oxisteuco was 
conferred upon us by our Creator, so munifleont and kind. It was 
for tho glory of bis great name. May the influences of tho Holy 
Spirit descend upon us! Then wo shall not bo blanks in God’s 
creation, but live up joyfully to tho end of our existence, namely — 
‘*To glorify God, and enjoy him for ever,” 

PRAYER. 

M ost merciful Lord God, thou art the God of life, and 
our God in Christ. Thy spirit hath made us, and the 
breath of the Almighty hath given us life. As thou hast 
conferred upon us natural and rational life, O give us spiritual 
life. May the influences of thy spirit rest on all now prostrate 
before thee, and may we be animated with that spiritual and 
Divine life which will issue in the glorious enjoyment of a life 
immortal in the skies. If there are any among ns in a state 
of spiritual death, mercifully unite us to Jesus Christ; then 
we shall become spiritually alive, and form a part of that 
mystical body of wdiicli Jesus is the Divine and exalted liead. 
We adore thee, O Lord, in thine infinite greatness. God 
is greater than man. All the potentates of the earth are 
only the small dust of the balance when compared with thy 
power, thy majesty, and thy glory. Thou, O Lord, art 
accountable to none, and thou givest not account of any of 
thy matters. 

Lord, give ns grace to hearken to thy words. Thou art 
addressing us in thy providence, both by adversity and pros- 
perity; thou art addressing us in the Word of life, and by the 
preaching of thy Gospel : 0 give us grace to hearken to all 
thy M^ords : let us not be like the deaf adder, that stoppeth 
her ear, and will not hearken to the voice of charmers, 
charming never so wisely. 

O give our children and our domestics ears to hear the voice 
of wisdom. Convince them that they alone are happy and blest 
who hear Christ, watching daily at his gates, and waiting at 
the posts of his doors, O preserve them from the ensnaring 
voice of folly, which leads to destruction and death. 

We have now read, that in a vision of the night God 
openeth the ears of men ; and we praise thee that in various 
ways, in Old Testament times, thou didst communicate thy 
mind to the Church. Adored be thy name, that the Scrip- 
tures of inspiration arc complete, and that they shall he 
handed down in their present form to the close of time. As 
our days increase, may our love to thy Word increase; and 
may we apply to it every day, as to a refreshing fountain, 
where our souls shall drink reviving and invigorating draughts 
of lieavcnly consolation. 

Lord, extend tliy saving compassion to the aged and the 
afflicted. Have mercy on those who are chastened upon their 
beds with pain, and the multitude of their bones with strong 
pain ; whose flesh is consumed away, and wliose hones stick 
out. O give them an interest in Jesus, fill their souls with 
grace, honour them with the enjoyment of thy fellowsliip, 
and animate them with the hopes of heaven. May Jesus, the 
messenger and tho interpreter, one among a thousand, reconcile 
them to God’s mysterious will, and enable them to approve 
of all his dispensations as holy, just, and good. 

Glory to God the Father for Christ the Redeemer, and 
that the voice of mercy is heard proclaiming, in sweetest 
accents. Deliver him from going down to the pit: I have 
found a ransom. 

O hear our prayers, for Jesua’ sake, our Divine Redeemer, 
in whom are laid uu all the treasures of wisdom and know* 
ledge. Amen. 


K)BTy.PIBST WEEK.— TIFESDAY EVENING. 


INCUEABE 0? TU£ CHURCH. 

Ncwpwi, Bomaion. Ooomb9\ i 

1 OHOXrr, for the blesBed Jesus reigns ! 

^ Through distant lands his triumphs spread ; 
And sinners, freed from endless pains, 

Own him their Saviour and their head. 

2 TIis sons and daughters from afar, 

Daily at Sion^s gate arrive ; 

Those who were dead in sin before. 

By sovereign grace are made alive. 

8 0])pro88or8 bow beneath his feet, 

O’crcome by his victorious power ; 

Princes in humble posture wait, 

And proud blasphemers learn to adore. 

4 Gentiles and Jews his laws obey, 

Notions remote their oiTerings bring ; 

And unconstrained their homage pay 
To their exalted God and King. 

5 0 may his conquests still increase, 

And every foe his power subdue ; 

While angels celebrate his praise. 

And saints his growing glories show. 


Boooohb. 


1 THESSALONIANS I. 

Powa* of the Qoepd, 

13AUL, and Silvanus, and Timothcua, unto the church of 
the Thessalonians which is in God the Father and m the 
Lord Jeaus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God 
our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making men- 
tion of you in oiir prayers ; 

8 Bemembcring without ceasing your work of faith, and 
labour of love, and patience of liopc in our Lord Jesus Clirist, 
in the sight of God and our Father ; 

4 Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. 

b For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also 
iti power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; 
ns ye know what manner of men we were among you for 
your sake. 

6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having 

received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holv 
Ghost: ^ 

7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Mace- 
donia and Achaia. 

8 For from you sounded out tlie word of the Lord not only 

HI Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith 
to God-ward is spread abroad ; so that we need not to speak 
any thing. ^ 

9 For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering 
m we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to 
serve the living and true God ; 

10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised 
from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath 
to come. 


Rkpl^ions uroN 1 Tukss. i.— T hrough the salvation which is in 
tnnst, God stods to his people in tlic most endearing relations. Are 
we redeemed, by grace ? God is our Father ; we are spiritually in 
iiim, and he m us; we have a place in his love, and in his covenant, 
I? j which we shall never be removed ; and as 

Ihe God of our solvation ho iills the throne of our hearts, where he 
shaU rei^ for ever. As the shepherd rejoices in the 

pro^ty of his fl^, and tho husbandman m the fruitftOness of 
las fields, so the holy parent rejoices with great joy in the salvatioa 


of his family, and tho faithful minister in the prosporons graces of 
the people of his chargo. Grace is in its nature acuve and fimitftiL 
It is a shining light, and its ra^ irradiate tho Ufb and actions of the 
children of God, who are emphatically called the ^^chil^n of the 
light and of the day.” Immense are the personal, praotioal, en« 
porimental benefits which grace confers, such as holiness, 
and happiness; and also the assured hopes of heaven's blessedness. 


PBAYER. 

TTOLY Spirit, our comforter and guide, in all our ap- 
“■“A proachos to the throne of grace, whether in the closet, 
or in the family, or in the sanctuaiy, may we find ourselves 
drawn by the cords of Divine love, and our^ minds influenced 
by thy Divine ^ace. We would feel astonished, O Lord, at 
thy condescending mercy, in thy great willingness to admit 
guilty and polluted sinners into thy presence, to present their 
humble and earnest supplications in the name of Jesus. T^ou 
art always more ready to hear than we are to pray ; and thou 
art more able to give than we are to ask. Pour out upon us 
tliy sanctifying mercy ; and, though we are infinitely unworthy 
in ourselves, yet do thou give us a rich supply of those bless- 
ings we need in time, at death, and through eternity. 

We thank a gracious Providence for tho food and raiment, 
health, reason, domestic comfort, and all the spiritual mercies 
we have this day received, from the kind and bountiful hand of 
our heavenly Father. We arc entering on another night, and 
the darkness which is beginning to surround us reminds us of 
the approaching night of death. During this night may we 
be safe in the arms of thy providence ; and when tho night of 
death comes, may we be safe in the arms of thy salvation. 

As a family may we receive and enjoy the benediction 
which St. Paul pronounced upon the Thessalonian church : 
may grace be unto us, and peace fi*om God our Father, apd 
.from the Lord Jesus Christ. Let pure Christian love prevail 
among us as a family. Not only may we love one another, 
but may wo be enabled to present in each other’s behalf 
earnest and affectionate prayers before the throne of grace. 
Increase our love to all the saints, and to all the churches; 
and may our daily prayers rise up before the t^one of God 
in behalf of the church and congregation with which we are 
more immediately connected; and may the spiritual society 
to which we belong prove, like the church of Thessalonica, an 
example of unity and zeal to alj the surrounding churches. 

O Lord^ make our dear children and servants living mem* 
bers of the Church of Christ Baptize them with the Hohj 
Ghost ; and may a spirit of prayer and of love abundantly 
rest upon them. 

Lord, enable us and all our relatives to manifest to all 
around us that work of faith, that labour of love, and that 
patience and hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, which will be an 
evident token that we arc the members of thy Church in* * 
visible. Give us thy spirit, th%t wo may make our calling 
and election sure, ® 

May the Gospel como unto ns, not in word only, but also 
m power, and m tho Holy Ghost, and in much aasuranoe. 
Teach us to receive the Gospel with faith and love, notwith* 
stanmng all the discouragements which may be put in our 
way by Satan, and our own corruption. O to be fimong 
the number who are waiting for thy Son from heaven, whom 
thou h^ost raised from the dead, even Jesus, who deliveteth 
from uie vrath to come ! 

Xiordf our feeble suppkcatioiu, for .Tewu* ealMu wW 
lov^ w and died for in, and to whom, with the Ibther and 
Holy Spmt, we ascribe undivided nnd endless glojy 


FORTY-FIRST WBBK.~WBDNESDAT MORNING. 


GOD^9 PBRKECTIONS, 
FilirdUigbridge* lAObm, JUmiUt, SUl'ling, 

1 TEHOYAH reigiu, his throne if high, 

^ His robei an) l^ht and m^estj ; 

His glory shines with beams so bright, 
Ko mortal oan sustain the sight. 

2 His terrars keep the world in awe. 

His justioe guakb his holy law ; 

His loTe reveals a smiling faoe, 

His truth and promise seal the grace. 

8 Through all his works his wisdom shines, 
And bafBes Baton’s deep designs ; 

His power is sovereign to fuldl 
The noblest oounsels of his will. 

4 And will this sovereign Lord descend 
To be my Father and my Friend ? 

Then let my songs with angels join ; 
Heaven is secure if God be mine. 


Watts, 168, J5. //. 


JOB XXXV. 


Slihu refnMi JoVs luird Speeches. 

CpLIHU spake moreover and said, 

2 Thinkest thou this to be right, that thou saidst. My 
righteousness is more than God’s? 

3 For thou saidst, What advantage will it be unto thee ? 
and, What profit shall I have, if I be cleansed from my sin ? 

4 I will answer thee, and thy companions with thee. 

5 Look unto the heavens, and see ; and behold the clouds 
which are higher than thou. 

6 If thou sinnest, what doest thou against him? or if thy 
transgressions be multiplied, what doest thou unto him ? 

7 If thou be righteous, what gWest thou him ? or what rc- 
ceiveth he of thine hand ? 

8 Thy wickedness may hurt a man as thou art ; and thy 
righteousness may profit the son of man. 

9 By reason of the multitude of oppressions they make the 
oppressed to cry : they cry out by reason of the arm of the 
mighty. 

10 But none saith. Where is God my maker, who giveth 
songs in the night ; 

11 Who teacheth us more than the beasts of the earth, and 
maketh us wiser than the fowls of heaven ? 

12 There they cry, but none giveth answer, because of the 
pride of evil men. 

18 Surely God will not hear vanity, neither will the Almighty 
regard it. 

14 Although thou sayest thou shalt not see him, yet judg- 
ment if before him ; therefore trust thou in him. 

15 But now, because it is not so, he hath visited in his 
anger ; yet he knoweth it not in great extremity ; 

16 Therefore doth Job open his mouth in vain ; he multi- 
plieth words without knowledge. 


RftLBOXioirs UPON Job xxxv. — We should entertain the most just 
and oorreet views of God’s providential dealings with tnen, however 
daik and mysterious ; and, like Elihu, rejoice in strenuously vindi- 
cating the wisdom, righteousness, and mercy of God’s providence, in 
ofmositlen to aU the charges with which it may be as^ed. How 
inmate^ desirable is the state of that man’s mind, who, even in the 
midst of the greatest losses, the heaviest trials, and the most sovero 
bereavementi^ remains perfectly satisfied with the wisdom and good- 
ness of the Bivine administration, and who oan say, under the darkest 
oloiidf> this God is my God, and will be my guide even unto death.” 
Thet is Indeed a state of mind, eonstituting an inheritanee more 
valuable than aU the kingdoms of ^ earth uud their glory, llie 
heavens and the clouds speak for God ; they proclaim his greatness. 


wisdom, and goodness. ” Tlio heavens declare his glory, and Ui6 
firmament sheweth his handywork;” but the Word of God imeaks 
more fully and distinctly of God’s being, perfections, and will. A 
life of sin is altogether without gain ; though opposed to God’s 
glory, it cannot impair his felicity; whilo the deluded transgressor, 
by multiplying his ofienoes, increases his misexy. What matter of 
lamentation it is, that so few serve God, seek after God, know God, 
and enjoy God ! Let it be our earnest prayer, that the number of 
those who seek God their Maker, and who proclaim his praises in 
the night watches, may rapidly increase. Amen. 


PRAYER. 

O LORD, our God and Father in Christ, may unfeigned 
thankfulness and love inspire our hearts, on the return 
of the morning light, that we are permitted to approach thy 
sacred throne, and to enjoy fellowship with the Father of 
our spirits, the Saviour of our souls, and the sanctifier and 
comforter of our hearts. 

Most blessed and glorious Jehovah, wo acknowledge the 
inconceivable height of thy majesty, and the infinite independ- 
ence of the blessedness, the felicity, and glory of thy being. 
If we sin, we cannot injure thee ; and if our transgressions be 
multiplied, the glory ol' thy character is still the same. If we 
are righteous, our righteousness cannot increase thy felicity; 
and it is impossible that thou canst receive anything from our 
hand that can add to the unbounded stores of thy fulness. 
Our wickedness may hurt a man as we arc, but cannot hurt 
thee ; and our righteousness may profit the son of man, but 
can never profit thee. O give us an interest in the righteous- 
ness of Jesus Christ, which will reflect the glory of thy grace, 
justice, and holiness, for ever and ever. 

We adore thee, 0 Lord, as the Creator of angels and men, 
and we praise thee that we arc not only thy creatures, but thy 
rational subjects. Glory to thy name, thou hast given us 
reason and immortality. Thou tcachest us more than the 
beasts of the earth, and makest us wiser than the fowls of 
heaven. We adore thee, O Jesus, as the great teacher of thy 
people. We thank thee for the Holy Scriptures, from which 
we may derive knowledge and wisdom, compared with which 
all the wisdom of the wisest of heathen sages sinks into the 
greatest obscurity. 

Lardy impart saving wisdom to our children and domestics, 
and may they never be left to fall into the sin of self-conceit. 
0 may they know their ruin by Adam, and may they know 
their recovery by Christ. 

Holy Spirit, may all of us derive benefit from the reproofs 
which Elihu administered to Job. Preserve us from a phara- 
saical and self-righteous spirit. Open our eyes to see our 
true state before a holy and a righteous God. Humble us in 
thy presence, and with penitential hearts may we look upon 
ourselves as sinful dust and ashes ; yea, as less than the very 
least of all thy mercies. 

Have mercy on our aged friends ; and as they arc advancing in 
years, may they advance in humility and heavenly-mindcducss. 
Lord, cleanse us and all our relatives from our sins. Let us 
not be less careful about the daily cleansing of our souls than 
the daily cleansing of our bodies. Every day we would come 
to Jesus, the fountain opened ; every day we would come to 
the blood of sprinkling; every day we would come to the 
purifying spirit of God, 

Lord, bless us all in the duties of this day : may we live as 
those who make the glory of God the great end of their lives ; 
and may we Uve as those who consider the enjoyment of God 
as their greatest blessedness. 

Mercifully hear our prayers, and oast all our sins into the 
sea of thy forgetfuluessi for the sake of Jesus. Christ oiu 
Lord. Ameu. 

667 


FOETY-FIRST WEEK.— THURSDAY EVENING. 


P»AR NOT. 

AmuM. Arabia. Oxford. 

1 VE trembling louls! dismiss your fears; 

^ Be mercy all your theme ; 

Mercy, which like a river flows 
In ono continued stream. 

2 Pear not the powers of earth and Ik.II ; 

. God will these powers restrain ; 

His mighty arm their rage repel, 

And make their efforts vain. 

8 Fear not the want of outward good ; 

He will for his provide, 

Grant them supplies of daily food, 

And all they need beside. 

4 Pear not that ho will e*er forsaken, 

Or leave his work undone ; 

He’s faithful to his promises, — 

And fuitliful to his Son. 


C. ML. 


ilBDUOMR. 


we 


I THESSALONIANS HI. 

Orace aad Cor^imation of Bclicven. 

"Y^j^HEREFORE when we could no longer forbear, 
thought it good to he left at Athens alone; 

2 And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of (lod, 
and our fellow-labourcr in the gospel of Clirist, to establish 
you, and to comfort you concerning your faith : 

8 That no man should be moved by these afflictions : for 
yourselves know tliat wo arc appointed thereunto. 

4 For verily, wlien we were with you, we told you before 
that we should suffer tribulation ; even as it came to pass, and 
ye know. 

6 For this cause, when I could no longer forbear, I sent to 
know your faith, lest by some means tlic tempter have tempted 
you, and our labour be in vain. 

6 But now when Timotheus came from you unto us, and 
brought us good tidings of your faitli and charity, and that 
ye have good remembrance of us always, desiring greatly to 
see us, as we also to see you : 

7 Therefore, brethren, wc were comforted over you in all 
our affliction and distress by your faith : 

8 For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord. 

9 For what thanks can wc render to God again for you, 
for all the joy wherewith wc joy for your sakes before our 
God; 

10 Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see 
your face, and might perfect that which is lacking in your 
faith ? 

11 Now God himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ, direct our way unto you. 

12 And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love 
one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward 
you; 

18 To the end he may stablish your hearts unblaraeable in 
holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints. 


BirxJtoTioMs UPON 1 Tuess. ui. — G enuine believers are willing to 
submit to any inconvenience for the furtherance of the Gospel, and 
kingdom of Christ. They who willingly 
Christ’s cause have nmtdi to comfort them: they know 
mw, that no affliction nm como upon them without their heavenly 
Father s permission, nor without his blessing. Believers ore warned, 
that in this world they shall have tribulation ; but they are refreshed 
\inth the promise, that when their tribulations on earth como to a 
close, It is ^eir Father’s good pleasure to give them the kingdom. 
1 iirents and mimsters should exercise great and affectionate watob- 
fulness over those who are committed to their cm, seeing Satan, 


the great adversary, is exercising constant diligenoe to pieyent Ihe 
efflcacy of the means of grace, and to acoompHsh the ruin of im« 
mortal souls. They who take a deep interest in the spiritual weL 
fare of those who aro committed to their tuition and guidance, ore 
flUed with great joy when they see the blossoms of a profession 
followed by the friiits of grace. 


PRAYER. 

^ LORY to thy name, O God of salvation, that, though 
thou managest the immense concerns of the universe, 
thou still takest so kind and gracious on interest in the wel- 
fare of thy people, that thou art ever ready to hear their 
prayers, and give them grace to help in every time of need. 
We desire at this time to draw near unto thee in the name of 
Christ, and as children would draw near to their earthly 
parents, on whom their confidenco and aflfections are placed. 
Holy Spirit, mercifully breathe upon us thy heavenly in- 
fluence at this time. 

We thank our God for all the blessings, temporal and 
spiritual, we have received this day from the fountain of 
Divine goodness. Graciously forgive the offences of the day, 
and let not our sins rise up against ns in judgment to con- 
demn us. Thy righteousness, O Jesus, is the only founda- 
tion of our hope, and the only ground of our confidence. 
Where can the sinner flee for safety but to thee, thou Lamb 
of God, thou Rock of ages? We implore the continuance of 
thy protecting care this night. May we and all our relatives 
retire to rest, enjoying an interest in the blessings of the 
covenant of grace, and encompassed by the arms of redeeming 
love. Preserve us, thou preserver of man ; for in thee do we 
trust. 

We seek the blessing of our God on the word we have 
now read, and on the sacred ordinance in which we are now 
engaged. O let blessings descend upon us, like rain upon 
the tender herb. And may all of us find that it is good to 
draw near to God. 

God grant that each member of our family may be a par- 
taker of grace. May we be established in the faith and 
comfort of the Gospel, not driven about with every wind of 
doctrine, or like the waves of the sea, driven by the wind and 
tossed. Give us not only the power of religion in strengthen- 
ing our minds, but the joys of religion in comforting our 
hearts. 

I Deliver our dear children from the delusion of imagining 
1 that the pleasures of the world are superior to the pleamres of 
religion. Convince them that* those pleasures which are agree- 
able to the carnal senses, are always dangerous to the soul and 
offensive to God. 

Let not our aged friends be moved by their aflffletions ; but 
may they remember that thereunto they were appointed. May 
present sufferings carry on their thoughts to the heavenly 
state, where they shall for ever enjoy, through our Saviour's 
blood, the glorious delights of immortality. 

Bless to us the ordinances of religion, and the labours of 
our minister. Let not the tempter prevail against us, and 
thus render his labour in vain. By our faith and love may 
we furnish the pleasing evidence that the ordinances of the 
sanctuary, the family, and the closet, are accompanied with 
the saving power of the Holy Ghost. May we ever value, 
seek, and enjoy iho wise direction of God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. May all of us increase and abound in 
love one toward another, and toward all men. 0 stablish our 
hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints. 

Hear these our prayers, for the sake of our Diyiue and 
exalted Mediator, who is the brightuoss of the P’ather^s glorv, 
world without end. Amen. 


PORTY-PIRST WEEK.— PllIDAY MORNING. 


tHR OOD OR THUNDBR. 
Wwrkisftm. Jl^ormBUL 0<<ll00e/t« Dreiden. 

1 1^ THSI immenfce, the amajsing height, 
^ The boundless grandeur of our God ! 
Who treads the world beneath his feet, 
And swajB the nations with his nod ! 

2 He speaks; and lo! all nature shakes, 
Heaven’s everlasting pillars bow; 

fie rends the olouds with hideous cracks, 
And shoots his fieiy arrows through. 

8 Well, let the nations start and fly 
At the blue lightning’s horrid glare. 
Atheists and emperors shrink and die, 
When flame and noiso torment the air : 

4 Let noise and flame confound tlic skies, 
And drown the spacious realms below. 

Yet will wo sing the Thunderer’s praise, 
And send our loud hoynnas through. 


JOB XL. 

Jch*8 ITumility and QwVs Power. 

I^ORtlOVER the Lord answered Job, and said, 

2 Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty instruct 
him f he that reproveth God, let him answer it. 

8 Then Job answered the Lord, and said, 

4 Behold, I am vile ; what shall I answer thcc ? I will lay 
mine hand upon my mouth. 

6 Once have I spoken ; but I will not answer : yea, twice; 
but I ^ill proceed no further. 

6 Then answered the Lord unto Job out of the whirlwind, 
and said, 

7 Gird up thy loins now like a man : I will demand of 
thee, and declare thou unto me. 

8 Wilt thou also disannul my judgment ? wilt thou con- 
demn me, that thou mayest be righteous? 

9 Hast thou an arm like God ? or canst thou thtinder with 
a voice like him ? 

10 Deck thyself now with majesty and excellency; and 
array thyself with glory and beauty. 

11 Cast abroad the rage of tliy wrath: and behold every 
one that is proud, and abase him. 

12 Look on every one that is proud, and bring him low ; 
and tread down the wicked in their place. 

18 Hide them in the dust together ; and bind their faces in 
secret. 

14 Then will I also confess unto thee that thine own right 
hand can save thee. 

15 Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee; he 
eateth grass as an ox. 

18 His bones are as strong pieces of brass ; his bones are 
like bars of iron.* 

19 He is the chief of the ways of God : he that made him 
can make his sword to approach unto him. 

20 Surely the mountains bring him forth food, where all 
the beasts of the field play. 

21 He lieth under the shady trees, in the covert of the 
reed, and fens. 

22 The shady trees cover him with their shadow : the 
willows of the brook compass him about. 

28 Behold, he drinketh up a river, and hasteth not : ho 
trusteth that he can draw up Jordan into his mouth. 

24 He taketh it with his eyes : his nose pierceth through 


XtcRLBcnoRS UPOJT JoB XL.— It is not only most presumptuous, but 
most perilous, to arraign the wisdom of Qod, or to call m question 
his mercy in connection with the arrangements of his providence. 
Xmly, is inflxiitely gracious in bearing with the provooations of 


men, and, lot each one of us say, '*in bearing with my piovocationi 
and numerous oflenoes.” ‘‘The voice of the Lord is powerful,” 
and soon melts the heart into humility and penitence. If wo are 
under the salutary influence of genuine contrition, wo know and feel 
that we cannot answer for one of the thousands of our traiiBgresHions ; 
and that if Qod should enter into judgment with us, we could not 
stand before him. Unspeakable privilege ! — we con plead for pardon 
on the foundation of the atoning righteousness of Jesus, the great 
Surety, and exclaim, “ 0 Lord, look not on us as we have sinned, 
but behold, 0 Qod our shield, and look upon tho faco of thino 
Anointed ! ” 

PRAYER, 

T^HO can comprehend thy glory, O Lord our God ? TIiv 
greatne.ss is infinite; all thy purposes arc formed by 
wisdom which cannot possibly err, and therefore thy judg- 
ment can never be disannulled. Thine arm, O Lord, is 
almighty, and the power of archangels is only the power of a 
feeble motli compared with thine. Who can thunder with a 
voice like thine? Awful and overwhelming was thy thunder- 
ing voice on mount Sinai, when thon didst deliver the law 
to Israel ; and far more awful and overwhelming will be the 
thunders of thy power and of thy justice when thou shalt 
appear in the clouds of heaven to judge the world, and to 
assemble guilty nations before thy tribunal to receive their 
final doom. 

Lord, affect the minds of our beloved children and servants 
with the prospects of that solemn day. When they hear the 
voice of thy thunder in the skies, may it remind them of the 
certain approach of that day when Christ shall come in the 
capacity of judge, and bring bifore his bar all that ever lived^ 
or shall live, on the face of the earth. 

O Lord, thou art decked with majesty and excellency, thou 
art arrayed with glory and beauty. May all of us be travel- 
ling to that heavenly world where w^c shall behold thy perfec- 
tions unveiled, where wc shall see God as he is, and where w^o 
shall witness the mediatorial glory of the Lamb in the midst 
of the throne. Give us the w'ell-grounded hope of that blessed 
state ; then our minds shall be supported under all the afflic- 
tions of life, and wc shall look on death and siqg with triumph, 
O death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy victory ? 

Lord, fill us with awe, when we think of the rage of thy 
wrath, which is directed against thine enemies, and in par- 
ticular against the proud. Thou beholdest every one that is 
proud; thou seest his haughty purposes and lofty designs; 
thou dost observe the actions of his life, which show his 
rebellious opposition to thine authority and laws : but thou 
beholdest him as heaping up wrath, and preparing himself for 
the vials of thine indignation. Thou beholdest every one that 
is proud, and wilt abase him. Thou lookest on every one that 
is proud, and wilt bring him low ; and thou wilt tread down 
the wicked in their place : thou wilt hide them in the dust 
together, and bind their faces in secret. Lord, give us 
humility, which is the pleasing mark of the favour of God; 
and deliver us from pride, which is the evident token of tlie 
displeasure of heaven. 

Holy Spirit, inspire our minds with that humble penitence 
which inspired the mind of Job. Like him may we thus 
address the throne of God, and lock for pardon through our 
Saviour^s blood : Behold, we are vile ; what shall we answer 
thee? Wc will lay our hand on our mouth. Once have we 
spoken; but we will not answer: yea, twice; but we will 
proceed no further. Blessed Jesus, cast the skirt of thy right- 
eousness over us ; then shall we be pardoned and accepted. 

We thank our God for the mercies of the night. May 
we be preserved from all the temptations of this day, and 
be enabled to live as the children of God and the heirs of 
heaven. Graciously hear our prayers, for Jesus’ sake, OUT 
exalted Surety. Amen* 

4 D 2 «1 


FOETY-FIRST WEEK.— FRIDAY EVENING. 


HOTR IN THE MIDST OF MOllTALTTY. 
Ortm Walk, Chatham* Weahwy Leiyli, 

1 T F death my friend and me divide, 

Thoti dost not, Lord, my sorrow chide, 
Or frown, my tc'ara to aoc ; 

Restrained from j)a8sionato excess, 

Thou biddest me mourn in calm distress 
For them that rest in thee. 

2 I feel a strong immortal hope, 

Which bears my mournful spirit up 

Rencath its mountain-load : 

Rc'deemed from death, and grief, and ]<Min, 
I soon shall find my friend again 
AVilhin the arms of God. 


’C* WiESl.KY. 


1 TIIESSALONIANS IV. 

Chemtity^ Holiness^ ami Love. 

F URTHERMOllE then we beseech you, brethren, and 
exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received 
of US how ye ought to Wtalk and to please God, so ye would 
abound more and more. 

2 For ye know what commandments we gave you by the 
Lord Jesus. 

3 For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that 
ye should abstain from fornication : 

4 That every one of you should knoAV how to possess his 
vessel in sanctification and honour; 

6 Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles 
which know not God: 

6 That no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any 
matter : because that the Lord is the avenger of all such, as 
we also have forew^amed you and testified. 

7 For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but uuto 
holiness. 

8 He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, 
who hath also given unto us his holy Spirit. 

9 But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write 
unto you : for yc yourselves arc taught of God to love one I 
another. 

10 And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which arc 
in all Macedonia: but we beseech you, brethren, that yc 
increase more and more ; 

11 And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own 
business, and to work wfith your own hands, as we commanded 
you; 

12 That ye may walk honestly toward them that are with- 
out, and that ye may have lack of nothing. 

13 But 1 would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them wdiich are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as 
others which have no hope. 

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
80 them also which sleep in Jesus wdll God bring with him. 

16 For this we say unto you by the word of the Ijord, that 
we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord 
shall not prevent them which are asleep. 

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God : and the dead in Christ shall rise first ; 

17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air ; 
and BO shall we ever be with the Lord. 

18 Wherefore eomfort one auothcr with these words. 

Beflections upon 1 Tuess. IV.— -Bo we know the practice and the 
blessedness of walking in the way of saving faith and holy, filial 
obedience ? If wo are tho poRBessors of grace, wo aro thunkiul for 
what we have received ; but not satisfied with the degree of grace, 
being desirous to grow in grace and to abound in grace. Love to 
Christ manifests itself by love to his commandments. He said to 
Us disciples ** If ye love me, keep my commandments. Ho that 

m 


hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that Ip^oth me; 
and he that lovoth me shall be loved of my Father, and I wiU love 
him, and will manifest myself to him.” May each one of us possM 
this indispensable mark of love to the person of Christ, n^ely, 
love to the law of Christ. How important and beneficial it is con- 
! stantly to war with the corruptions of our nature, to hold our bodily 
appetites in subjection, and to seek the Spirit, that they may never 
obtain over us the ascendancy ! What a bright jewel is holiness 1 
May this jewel shine in our persons and lives, and, at last, may we 
reach to the attainment of spotless purity in tho heavenly mansions. 
All moral and spiritual excellences are concentrated in love. May 
I love to tho brethren glow in our bosom ! Let it be our daily prayer 
I that love may increase, and prevail, and reign throughout all tho 
churches. Then will the sun of millennial blesBedness illumine the 
j whole earth, when Christian love shall prevail over tho whole family 
of man. 

PRAYER. 

G racious Lord God, n^ay the important truths we have 
now road deeply impress our minds with a sense of tW 
spotless holiness, and our own deformity, vilencss, and sin. O 
what a mystery of grace and mercy, that such unholy beings 
should be found at the footstool and before the throne of God, 
who is 80 glorious in holiness, and so transcendent in his 
purity ! Holy and reverend is thy name ; and we would now 
adore and praise thee for thy spotless holiness, shining glo- 
riously in all thy works, but shining with pre-eminent bright- 
ness in the person and Gospel of thy Son. Thou art great in 
Zion, and thou art high above all people. Let all the nations 
of the earth praise thy great and terrible name ; for it is holy. 

Give us grace to study to ant in conformity to thy holy will, 
to obey thy holy laws, and diligently to observe thy holy ordi- 
nances. As obedient children, and as loving children, may we 
know how to walk and please God. We would not only pray. 
Thy will be done; but would pray. Teach us to know and 
practise what is the good, and perfect, and acceptable will of 
God. Lord, wc confess and mourn over our disobedience; and 
we -would adore and praise tbee for thy forbearing kindness, 
in not destroying us in the midst of our iniquities. 

Holy Spirit, graciou.sly sanctify all the powers, desires, and 
affections of our minds ; and may our bodies be consecrated 
to the honour and service of the Lord our God. 

We pray for the sanctification of our children. We seek not 
for them worldly honours, but we seek for them the honours of 
piety and the imperishable ornaments of Divine purity. 

Lord, wc present our supplication for all those who are the 
slaves of the flesh, and who arc lovers of pleasure more than 
level’s of God. O nflect them with the awful thought, that their 
present imaginary delights arc only preparing them for that 
world of misery where there is not so much as one drop of 
water to cool the tongue of the tormented prisoner. Lord, 
have mercy on them ; deliver them from tlfeir delusive dream. 

Sanctify to us the removal of departed relatives to the world 
of spirits; and particularly sanctify the death of such as lived 
with God on earth, and are now mingling with angels in 
heaven. May wc rejoice in this, that, as Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also that sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him. Almighty Saviour, who didst triumph over death and 
the grave, give us that faith wdiich will enable us to say, in the 
triumphant accents of the Apostle, When Christ shall appear, 
wc shall be caught up, together with those that remain, in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air ; and we shall be ever witli 
the Lord. 0 teach us to comfort one another with these 
words, when weeping over the lifeless dust of those beloved 
relatives who have fallen asleep in Christ. 

We thank our God for tho mercies of the day, and we 
l^mbly commit ourselves to thy Divine care durinc the niffht. 
Hear us ^ciously. for the sake of our Lord and Samur 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


FORTY.PIRST WEEK.-SATURDAY MORNING. 


THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 
Meketahd* Waltham Abbey. Worhop. 

1 T'lTOXrGH Bainta to sore distress arc brought, 

■- And wait and long complain, 

Their cries Rhall not be still forgot, 

Nor shall their hopes be Tain. 

2 Rise, great Redeemer, from thy sent, 

To judge and save the poor; 

Let nations tremble at thy feet, 

And men prevail no more. 

3 Thy thunder shall aflright the proud, 

And put their hearts to pain ; 

Make them confess that thou art Ood, 

And they but feeble men. Watts 9, 


JOB XLII. 

Job's Prosperity and Death. 

rpHEN Job answered the Lord, and said, 

-^2 1 know that thou canst Ido every thing, and that no 
thought can be withholden from thee. 

8 Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? 
therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too 
wonderful for me, which I knew not. 

4 Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak : I will demand 
of thee, and declare thou unto me. 

6 I have heard of thee by the hearing of the car : but now 
mine eye seeth thee. 

6 Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. 

7 And it w^aa so, that after the Lord had spoken these 
words unto Job, the Lord said to Eliphaz the Tcmanitc, My 
wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends : 
for ye have not spoken of me the thing that is right, as my 
servant Job hath, 

8 Therefore take imto you now seven bullocks and seven 
rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a 
burnt offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you: for 
him will I accept : lest I deal with you after your folly, in 
that ye have not spoken of me the thing which is right, like 
my servant Job. 

9 So Eliphaz the Temanitc and Bildad the Sliuhite and 
Zophar the Naamathite went, and did according as the Lord 
commanded them ; the Lord also accepted Job. 

10 And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he 
prayed for his friends : also the Lord gave Job twice as much 
as he had before. 

11 Then edme there unto him all his brethren, and all his 
sisters, and all they that had been of liis acquaintance before, 
and did eat bread with him in his house : and they bemoaned 
him, and comforted hirti over all the evil that the liOiu) had 
brought upon him : every man also gave him a piece of 
money, and every one an carring of gold. 

12 So the Lord blessed tlie latter end of Job more than 
his beginning : for he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six 
thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thou- 
sand she asses. 

18 He had also seven sons and three daughters. 

14 And he called the name of the first, Jemima; and the 
name of the second, Kezia; and the name of the third, Kercn- 
happuch. 

15 And in all the land were no women found so fair as the 
daughters of Job: and their father gave them inheritamee 
among their brethren. 

.16 After this lived Job an hundred and forty years, and 
saw his sons, and his sons’ sons, even four generations. 

17 So Job died, being old and full of days. 

Revlxotions upon Job xm. — The omniscience, omnipotence, and 
mercy of Ood, are sources of unspeakable comfort and encourage- 
ment to his ransomed children. They know that because he is 


ommscient, he is able to hear their prayers; because ho is almighty, 
ho is able to answer their prayers ; and because of bis love, he is 
willing to answer their prayers. Here, believers have reason to 
mourn over their ignorance and folly, but in heaven they shall 
know, even fis they are known ; and unerring wisdom shall for ever 
shine upon their understandings, like the brightness of a meridian 
sun. Our ears have hoard the joyful sound : have we felt its saving 
influence } Have we seen Jesus by the eye of faith, and can vco 
say with unfeigned sincerity and love, ‘‘ He is all our salvation, and 
all our desire ? Is our knowledge of God saving, and not specula- 
tive ? Then wo ore clothed with humility, and, in penitential self- 
abasement, wo fall prostrate at Jesus’ feet. Job was unjustly 
accused by men, but he was mercifully justified by God : and if God 
justifies, who dare (jondemn ? Amazing were the sufferings of Job, 
but amazing the prosperity which folloAved. Thus the humiliation of 
Christ, is followed by a glorious exalfiition in the heavenly kingdom. 

PRAYER. 

O UR Father in heaven, we approach thee as our God in 
Christ. We adore thee, O Lord our God, in all the 
arrangements and operations of thy providence, which we 
acknowledge are sovereign, just, and good. We thank thee 
for the remarkable and animating account we have now read 
of the blessed interpositions of thy wise and gracious provi- 
dence in behalf of thy servant Job, during the concluding 
part of his wonderful and eventful life. Thou art the Lord 
who preserveth the faithful. Lord, make us faithful ; then we 
shall have the unspeakable advantage of the care and protec- 
tion of thy special providence. Wc rejoice that thou, the 
Lord, never forsakest thy saints, but thou preservest them 
for ever. O make us thy saints : then we shall be preserved 
for ever, and at last obtain a place in tliose heavenly man- 
sions, where the malignity of enemies shall never reach the 
blessed inhabitants. 

O Lord, we adore thee as the almighty ruler ; we know 
that thou canst do everything. Thou art omniscient; the 
hearts of all men arc laid constantly open before thee, and no 
thought can be withholden from thee. 

Ever preserve in the minds of our children and servants this 
important truth, that thou art not only the witness of their 
actions, hut of their thoughts. 

Remember not against us the careless and sinful words 
which have fallen from our lips; and forgive the rash and 
unguarded words we have uttered on subjects sacred and 
Divine. Wc liave uttered what we understood not; yea, 
things too wonderful, which we knew not. 

Glory to our God for the revelation thou liast given of thy 
nature, glory, and grace. Praise to our God for the account 
which is given us of the great Messiah, the Saviour of men, 
the brightness of the Father’s glory, and tlie express image of 
the Father’s person. O Jesus, we would rejoice that we have 
lieard of thee by the hearing of the ear, in the preaching of 
the everlasting "Gospel. Lord, grant that wc may hear of 
thee bj the hearing of faith ; and with the eye of faith may 
wc see thy loveliness, glory, fulness and grace. May we 
obtain a sight of thee in thine offices, relations, and blessings, 
as a Saviour infinitely suited to the poor sinner’s case. Above 
all, may we obtain a sight of thee as our Saviour ; then we 
shall say with thy servant of old, Wc have heard of thee by 
the hearing of the ear, but now our eye seeth thee. 

Like Job, may all our clouds disappear before we enter into 
the Jordan of death. Whether wc die at an early period, or 
advanced in years, may we die under the smiles of God, and 
in the arms of Christ. 

Wc thank God for the mercies of the past night ; and we 
supplicate the presence and assistance of God’s spirit during 
the whole of this day. Graciously hear our prayers and for- 
give our sins, through the merits of our Ijord Jesus Cfunst 
Amen. 
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PORTY-FIttST WEKK.— SATURDAY EVENING. 


imVAllD RELIGION. 

Jitehihj, Warwick. Ann'i. 

I TJ ElilQlON is the chief concern 
Of mortals here bolow ; 

May I its great importance Icarii, 

Its sovereign virtue knew ! 

^ More needful this than glittering wealth, 
Or aught the world bestows ; 

Not reputation, food, or health, 

Can give us such repose. 

3 lleligion should our thoughts engage 
Amidst our youthful bloom ; 

’Twill fit us for declining age, 

And for the awful tomb. 


pAWrETT. 


1 THESSALONIANS V. 

Holy Commh. 


TMJT of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no 
need that I write unto you. 

2 For yourselves know pijrfectly that the day of the Lord 
BO cometh as a thief in the night. 

8 For when they shall say, Peace and safety ; then sudden 
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with 
child ; and they shall not escape. 

4 But ye, brethren, arc not in darkness, that that day 
should overtake you as a thief. 

6 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the 
day ; we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 

6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch 
and be sober. 

7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; and tliey that be 
drunken arc drunken in the night. 

8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the 
breastplate of faitli and love ; and for an lielmet, the hope of 
salvation. 

9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain 
salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 

10 Who died for us, that, whether wc wake or sloop, wd 
should live together with liim. 

11 Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one 
another, even as also yc do. 

12 And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which 
labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and ad- 
monish you ; 

13 And to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s 
sake. And be at peace among yourselves. 

14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn tliem that are un- 
ruly, comfort the feeble-minded, support the weak, be patient 
toward all men. 

16 See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but 
fiver follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and 
to all men. 

16 Rejoice evermore. 

17 Pray without ceasing. 

. ^ thanks : for this is the \Vill of God 

m Christ Jesus concerning you. 

19 Quench not the Spirit. 

20 Despise not prophesyings. 

21 Prove all things ; hold fast that which is good. 

22 Abstain from all appearance of evil. 

23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly ; and 7 

C God your whole spirit and soul and body be Preserved 
leless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

24 Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. 

26 BrethrfiU, bray for us. 

26 Qreftt dll the brethren with an holy kiss. 

JL ^ A*”?® tWs epistle be read unto 

all the holy brethren. 

28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ie with you. Amen . 
074 


llr.FLECTiONs UPON 1 TnEss. v. — As all things are known to Jesua 
our Saviour and God, we have no reason to be perplexed about 
futurity and its events. The arrival of death is often sudden, and 
the time uncertain. In this we see the wrisdom^ of God, as this Ibims 
1 a solemn and urgent reason to be always watching and ready for our 
I Saviour’s call. At whatever time we may hear our Saviour’s voice, may 
I we have our loins girt about, and our lamps burning, and ourselves 
prepared and waiting for the coming and call of dur Ijord. What a 
difference betwixt tho state of nature and the state of grace ! The 
I former is tho dark night of sin, bondage, miseiy, and dea^; the 
' latter is tho blessed day of holiness, liberty, happiness, and life. A 
; state of nature is marked by lethargy, indifferent, and imooncem ; 
a state of grace is distinguished by neal, activity, fireedom from 
fleshly lusts, and holy heroism in fighting the good fight of faith. 
They who dio in a state of nature, are made for ever the objects of 
God^s wrath ; they who dio in a state of grace, shall be for ever the 
objects of Jehovah’s love. Hero they live with Christ on earth, in 
the enjoyment of his fellowship mid smiles; and hereafter they shall 
live for ever with Christ in lieaven, to behold his glory and sing his 
praise. w/v -V^>VWVVWW>.WWWWWVWWWWWWWW . 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, thou art the God of peace, who brought 
again from the dead the Lord Jesus, the great shepherd 
of the sheep. May the God of peace sanctify us wholly ; and 
may our whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blame- 
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Lord, we 
acknowledge our weakness and infirmity. Wo can neither 
preserve ourselves from danger nor from sin. We praise thee 
that, as thou hast said to Jacob, thou dost also promise to all 
thy people : Behold I am with thee, and will keep thee in all 
places whither thou gocst, and I will not leave thee. Agree- 
ably to the blessing with which the Old Testament Church 
was blessed, we pray that as a family thou wouldst bless us 
and keep us. Make thy face to shine upon us, and be gra- 
cious unto us. The Lord lift up his countenance upon us and 
give us peace. 

What shall we render to the Lord for the mercies of the past 
day and the past week 1 Gracious God, accept the Immblc 
tribute of our thankfulness and praise. We seek the watchful 
care of our Father in heaven this night. May wc and all our 
relatives be in thy holy keeping. Lord, keep us as the apple 
of thine eye. On the morning of another Sabbath may we 
rise invigorated and refreshed. May our bodies be blessed 
with health, and may our minds be enriched with grace. By 
the blessed influences of the Holy Spirit may the congregation 
and our minister enter upon the solemnities of the day, filled 
with love to Christ, compassion for souls, and concern for the 
prosperity of Immanuel’s kingdom. Bless the sacred and 
seasonable counsels we have now read. Prepare us for the 
day of the Lord, which will come as a thief in the night. 

Maj/ our dear children he spared to a good old age^ the 
ornaments of the Gosj^rl But whether they shall be removed 
in early days or in advanced years^ 0 that they may be 
ready and waiting for the coming of their Lordt 

Such of our dear relatives as are living in the service of 
fleshly lusts, or more especialfy under tho alarming sway of 
the sin of drunkenness, by thine almighty grace deliver them 
from their present perilous situation. 

Let all of us who profess to be the children of the day of 
grace be examples to all around. Teach us to be sober, pnt- 
iing on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, 
the hope of salvation. May the remembrance of the death 
of Christ powerfully persuade us to seek after that holinoss, 
without which no man shall see the Lord. O give us the 
pure joys of religion, and enable us to rejoice evermore. Pour 
out upon us a roirit of prayer; and may we, from love to 

S 5r, daily and constantly send up to heaven the eevnest 
ations of our souls, u hear us, for Jesus’ sake. And 
may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with ns all. Amen. 


FOETY.SEC!OND WEEK.— SABBATH MORNING. 


TEA ^aiUMAN’s SONG. 

^ Ihmidale, Piter^s, l* ks. 

1 "yHOTJLD you behold the works of God, 

Hii vendors in the world abroad, 

Go with the manners, and trace 
The unknown regions of the seas. 

2 They leave their native shores behind, 

And seize the favour of the wind, 

Till God command, and tempests rise, 

That heave the ocean to the skies. 

3 When land is far, and death is nigh, 

I^ost to all hope, to God they cry ; 

His mercy hears their loud address. 

And sends salvation in distress. 

4 0 may the sons of men record 
The wondrous praises of the Lord ! 

Let them their private oiferings bring, 

, And in the church his glory sing. 

PSALM evil. 

Danga's of the Sea, 

O GIVE thanks unto the Lord, for he is good: for his 
mercy ^dureth for ever. 

2 Let the redeemed of the Lord say whom he hath 
redeemed from the hand of the enemy ; 

8 And gathered them out of the lands, from the east, and 
from the west, from the north, and from the south. 

4 They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way ; they 
found no city to dwell in. 

6 Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them. 

6 Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he 
delivered them out of their distresses. 

7 And he led them forth by the right way, that they might 
go to a city of habitation. 

21 Oh that meti would praise the Lord for his goodness, 
and for his wonderful works to the children of men ! 

22 And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, 
and declare his works with rejoicing. 

23 They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business 
in great waters ; 

24 These see the works of the Lord, and his wonders in 
the deep. 

25 For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which 
lifteth up the waves thereof. 

26 They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to 
the depths : their soul is melted because of trouble. 

27 They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, 
and are at their wit^s end. 

28 Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he 
bringeth them out of their distresses. 

I 29 He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof 
are still. 

! 80 Then are they glad because they he quiet ; so he bringeth 

I them unto their desired haven. 

I 81 Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, 

I and/or his wonderful works to the children of men ! 

• 40 He poureth contempt upon princes, and causeth them 

I to wander in the wilderness, where there is no way. 

I 41 Yet setteth he the poor on high from aflliction, and 
maketh Aim families like a flock., 
j 42 The righteous shall see it, and rejoice : and all iniquity 
sheJl stop her mouth. 

48 Wh 080 is wise, and will observe these things, even they 
! shall understaEd the lovingkinduess of the Loud. 


, RsvusceriuNS upoa Vssjm. ovn. — ^When we think of Ohrist ai the 
Fonutain of goodness, and on tfie streams of b^essingB which flow 
from this Fountain, what reason wo have for sonp of thanksgiving 


and praise ! The saints are Christ’s redeemed people ; and the lov& 
whi(m moved him td become their Bedeemer, and the price which he 
gave for their redemption, will be the burden of their songs for ever 
and ever. When the redeemed family shall be oomplotod, and when 
all its members rfiall assemble before the heavenly it will 

appear an assembly which no man con number, out of all nations, and 
tongues, and people, .and languages. Who can conceive tho sweet- 
ness of their music, and tho rapturous molodv of their songs, when 
they shril unite in one vast chorus to shout tab praises of God and 
tho Lamb ! May wo bo found among the redeemed of God on earth 
in the ranks of the church militant, then wo shall at last form a 
part of tho church triumphant in the Now Jerusalem, tho city of 
I the Great King ! 

PRAYER. 

LORY to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, that we have 
been spared to another Sabbath-day, to approach the 
throne of grace in Jesus’ name, and to adore the God of 
salvation. Thy mercy, O Lord, is infinite like thyself: thy 
mercy is higher than the heavens ; thy mercy endureth for 
ever ; thy mercy flows to sinful men through the channel of 
the Saviour’s blood. O teach us to give thanks unto the Lord, 
who is good. Let the redeemed of the Lord, whom he hath 
redeemed out of the liand of their enemies, give thanks unto 
the Lord, for he is good ; for his mercy endureth for ever. 

O Lord, thou art the Creator of the sea, and thou didst 
form the waters of the vast ocean. Thou hast gathered the 
waters of tlie sea together as an heap, and thou layest up the 
depth ill storehouses. The sea is thine, thou didst make it, 
and thine hand formed the dry latid. Thou didst prepare the 
heavens, and set a compass upon the face of the deep. Thou 
hast given to the sea his decree, that the waters should not 
pass thy commandment. Thou knowest every drop of water 
(if which the vast ocean consists, and thou dost measure the 
wat(*rs in the hollow of thine hand. 

While thou art wonderful as a creating God, we rejoice thy 
perfections have shone with far more glory as a redeeming 
God. Thy goodness is every day most abundantly displayed 
in providence, in supplying the wants of every living thing. 
But wc rejoice that, m the great scheme of redemption 
through our Saviour’s death, thou hast furnished the most 
pre-eminent manifestations of thy glorious attributes. When 
wc think of thy love flowing to a ruined world through the 
mediation of thy well-beloved Son — when wc think of the 
astonishing change accomplished in the situation of those who 
are preserved from the stormy sea of Divine wrath — ^when we 
think of the glorious licaven to which they shall be exalted, 
where they shall dwell and reign with Christ for ever and ever, 
may our hearts be tuned to celebrate the praises of a redeem- 
ing God, and may wc join with the Psalmist, and say. Oh 
that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his 
wonderful works to the children of men ! 

We pray, gracious God, for the multitudes of our fcllow- 
creatures who go down to the sea in ships, who do business in 
mighty waters, and who see the works of the Lord, and his 
wonders in the deep. Let a spirit of prayer descend upon 
them. When they think of the storms of the sea, may they 
remember the storms of Divine wrath which Jesus bore, and 
may they flee to him from the avenging ire of God, which 
will pursue and overtake those who die his obstinate and 
impenitent enemies. 

Prepare us, and all tby churches and ministers, for the 
solemnities of this day. May we be in the spirit on the 
Lord’s day. 

Teach our children and servants to believe that the wrath of 
God is infinitely more drea^l than the raging of the sea. 
Enable them to flee to Jesus, the only r^ge. 

Lord, hear our prayers, for the Mediator’s sake. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 

6U 



rOUTV-SECOND WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


Christ’s kincdom and priesthood. 

Ikttul New, Carr's Latte. Otford, 

1 *1 ESUS, our Lord, asuend thy throne, 

And near the Father wit ; 

In Zion shall thy power bo known, 

And make thy foes submit. ^ 

2 What wonders shall thy Gospel do ! 

Thy converts shall surjiass 
The numerous drops of morning dew, 

And own thy sovereigu grace. 

3 Go<l hath pronounced a lii*m decree, 

Nor eluiugcB what ho swore ; 

Kternal shall thy priesthood be, 

When Aaron is no more. 

Watts, P&, 110 , 

PSALM CX. 

CkrisCs Offices, 

rilHE Lord said unto niy Lord, Sit thou at niy right hand, 
until I make thine enemies thy footstool. 

2 The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion : 
rule thou in the midst of thine enemies. 

3 Thy people shall bt willing in the day of thy power, in 
the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning : thou 
hast the dew of thy youth. 

4 The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, TIk-u art a 
priest for ever after the order of M(deliizcdek. 

5 The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in 
the day of his wrath. 

6 He shall judge among the licathen; he shall fill the 
places with the dead bodies j he shall wound the heads ovci 
many countries. 

7 He shall drink of the brook in the way : therefore shall 
he lift up the head. 

PSALM CXI. 

Itcasuns for Praise. 

P RAISE ye the Lord. I will praise the Loud with my 
whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, and in the 
congregation. 

2 The works of the Lord arc great, sought out of all them 
that have pleasure therein. 

3 His work is honourable and glorious : and his righteous- 
ness endureth for ever. 

4 He hath made liis wonderful works to be remembered ; 
the Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 

5 He hath given meat unto them that fear him ; he will 
ever be mindful of his covenant. 

6 He hath showed his people the power of his works, that 
he may give them the heritage of the heathen. 

7 The works of his hands verity and judgment; all Ids 
commandments are sure. 

8 They stand fast for ever and ever, a7id are done in truth 
and uprightness. 

9 He sent redemption unto his people ; he liath commanded 
his covenant for ever ; holy and reverend is his name. 

10 The fear of tlie Lord is the beginning of wisdom : a 
good understanding have all they that do his commandinenis : 
his praise endureth for ever. 

Rkflkctions upon Psalms cx., cxi. — Unspeakable must have beCn 
the delight of David’s heai't when, by prophetic inspiration, he fore- 
euw the future government, triumphs, and glory of the Messiah, who 
should descend from him after the flesh. Great wonders were effected 
by means of the rod of Moses ; but infinitely greater by’- the Gospel- 
rod of JTesus. It is profitable seriously to inquire, Are our hearts 
subdued by grace Divine? Arc wo adorned with the beauty of 
holiness ? Is Christ’s comeliness put upon us ? Have our souls been 
refreshed by the dew of the Muences of the spirit of Christ? 
What joy is diffused through the believer’s heart when he contem- 
plates, in the exercise of appropriating faith, his interest in the 


‘ boundless merit of Christ’s righteousness, and in •the eternal eflacaoy 
I of the intercession of Christ! How wonderful are the works of 
creation, providence, and redemption, wliich shall matter of 

sweetest praise to the saints of God for ever and ever I If our hearts 
are now sacred temples, consecrated to the service and worship of 
God and the Lamb, it is a satisfying evidence that we shall form a 
part of the innumerable company in heaven, whose hearts shall be 
lor ever tuned to celebrate the praises of the God of salvation. 
the Holy Spiiit make our hearts such sacred, consecrated temples ; 
then we shall commence on earth that delightful employment which 
shall for ever engage our minds in heaven ; then we sliall have 
the delightful foretaste of those pure and^refiued joys which shall 
constitute our eternal inheritance above. 

PRAYER. 

0 LORD our God, we desire to approach thy throne with 
the voice of thanksgiving and praise, and in the name of 
our glorified Redeemer. Glory to thy name for thy sanctuary 
and the ordinances of thy day. Praise to thy name for the 
assistance given to thy ministers and people; but more 
especially for the benefit which has attended the preaching of 
the Word. We thank thee for all the edification and comfort 
thy people have derived from the ministrations of the sanc- 
tuary; and we praise thee lor all those instances of conversion 
whicli have taken place throughout the Christian world. 

U Lord, thy works arc great, and sought out of all those 
who take pleasure therein. ’J’hy redeeming work is the most 
wonderful of all thy works ; this thy gracious work is honour- 
able and glorious, and thy righteousness endureth for ever. O 
cause this great work of salvation to be made known through 
all the earth, and make this most blessed and wonderful work 
to be remembered among all nations. As a family may we 
never forget the great work of redemption, and may we never 
forget the death and suftcrings of Christ, the wondrous moans 
by M'hich this great work was cftcctcd, by which the perfections 
of God were glorified, and the salvation of man accomplished. 

We acknowledge and praise thee, O Jesus, as the eternal 
and essential and only-begotten Son of God. As God thy 
glory is essential, but as Mediator thou hast purchased the 
most distinguished hoiioui’s. Thou boldest the most elevated 
station, and thou fillest the most exalted thronq in the heaven 
of heavens. Thou art seated at thy Father’s right hand, and 
from thy lofty eminence thou shalt see the overtfcfow of all 
thine enemies, and all thy I’oes made thy footstool. Blessed 
Jesus, may wc long to see thee in thy glory above. Here may 
wo see thee by the eye of faith; and at death may we be ad- 
mitted to heaven, where we shall sec thee as thou art, where 
we .shall behold thee face to face. 

We thank thee for the glorious Gospel, which is the rod of 
the Redeemer’s strength. We praise thee for all that has been 
effected by means of this rod ; and that wonders have been 
])crformed by this rod far exceeding the wonders which were 
accomplished by the rod of Moses. To us and to all our 
relatives may it prove the rod of the Redeemer’s strength. 

Lord, subdue and destroy the enmity of the hearts of men 
against Christ, Let this promise be fulfilled most extensively 
among the nations, and wliCTever the Gospel is proclaimed*: 
Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power. 

Make our dear children the willing subjects of thy grace; 
and 7nay they feel the saving influence of a preached Ctospel^ 
which is the rod of a Sa viour* s gracious strength. May our 
servants trust in Jesus as their atoning j)riest,f and submit to 
him as their loving king. 

Divine Saviour, we adtuowlcdgp thee in thine eternal priest- 
hood. Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchixedek. 
Now we would receive thee as our Prophet, Priest, and King. 

Into thy kind arms we commit ourselves this uighi. 0 hw 
our prayers, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 



FOETY.SEOOND WEBIL~MONJ3AY MORNING. 


CSRXHT’s invitations HBCBIVED or RfiJECTEO. 

Sherhoum. XlMdon, Wa/rehum, l. m. 

1 ^PHUS saith the wisdom of the Lord, 

^ Biased is the man that hears my word, 

Keeps daily watch before my gates, 

And at my feet for mercy waits. 

2 The soul that seeks me shall obtain I 

Immortal wealth, and heavenly gain ; 

' immortal life is his reward, 

I Life, and the favour of the Lord. 

d But the vile wretch that flies from mo 
Doth his own soul an injury ; 

I Fools that against my grace rebel 

I Seek death, and love the road to hell. Watts, o.'i, It. f 

I PROVERBS I. 

' CaXU of Wudom. 

rpHE proverbs of Solomon the son of David, the king 
■I- Israel; 

2 To know wisdom and instruction ; to perceive the words 
of understanding; 

' 8 T6 receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judg- 

ment, and equity ; 

I 4 To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man know- 
I ledge and discretion. 

6 A wise man will hear, and will increase learning ; and a 
man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels : 

8 My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake 
j not the law of thy mother ; 

9 For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, 
and chains auout thy neck. 

10 My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. 

I 20 Wisdom crieth without ; she uttereth her voice in the 
! streets : 

■ 21 She crieth in the chief })laoe of concourse, in the open- 

ings of the gates ; in the city she uttereth licr Avords, saying, 

22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the 
i scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge ? 

1 28 Turn you at my reproof : behold, I will pour out my 

spirit unto you, I will make known my Avords unto you. 

24 Because I have called, and ye refused ; I have stretched 
dut my hand, and no man regarded ; 

I 25 But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and Avoiild 
: none of my reproof ; 

I 26 I also will laugh at your calamity ; I will mock when 
I your fear cometh ; 

j 27 When your fear cometh as desolation, and your dcstriic- 
I tion cometh as a whirlwind ; when distress and anguish cometh 
! upon you. 

! 28 Then shall they call upon me, but I will not ausAAcr ; 

1 they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me : 
i 29 For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the 
I fear of the Lord ; 

! 80 They would none of my counsel : they despised all my 

reproof. 

81 Therefore shall they cat of the fruit of their own way, 
and be filled with their own devices. 

32 For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and 
the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. 

88 But whoso hearkencth unto me shall dwell safely, and 
shall be quiet from fear of evil. 

REFtvenoKS trroN Prov. i. — B lessed is the man w'ho sees tlmt in 
this work of wisdom a greater than Solomon is licrc— even Jesus, 
j the root and offspring. May it over bo the chief ambition of niy ' 
I heart to obtain wisdom and understanding ; ornaments which will 
1 flourish in unfading beauty when the crowns of kings are buried in 
the dust. How precious is this Bible, which by the Holy Spirit gives 
wisdom to ,tho young, the inexperienced, and foolish ! Surely that 
young man shall safely escape the snares of a tempting world, who 


takes its proverbs, its maxims, its precepts, as a Limp tc liis feet and l 
a light unto his paths. While others listim to the Avords of ftdly, | 
may our ears bo ever open to hearken to the words of wisdom ; ano j 
while others seek after perishing pleasures, may we attain to wise I 
counsels. Surely there can be no wisdom without the fear of God I 
Have we submittod ourselves to the tuition of Jesus, who alone I 
can teach the fear of the Lord, and instruct in those lessons of 
Avisdom which will bo followed Avith the glories of immortality? Lot 
us never trifle with the invitations of mercy, seeing that rejected 
offers of grace may be succeeded by the heaviest judgments inflicted 
by offended justice. 

PRAYER. 

O LOHD our God, thou art the only wise God. Thou art 
mighty in strength and in wisdom. Wherever we turn 
our eyes in thy vast creation, whether we view objects of 
the greatest magnitude, or creatures of the smallest and the 
feeblest form, we have reason with the Psalmist to exclaim, in 
wonder and adoration, O Lord, how manifold are thy works ! 
in AA'isdom liast thou made them all. But we have infinite 
cause of thankfulness and praise, tliat thou hast given the 
richest displays of thy wisdom in the great plan of redemption 
by the incarnation and death of thine only Son. In this most 
blessed scheme thou hast abounded towards us in all wisdom 
and prudence. In thy person and righteousness, O Jesus, has 
been made known the manifold wisdom of God. 

Gracious God, wc acknoAvledgc Avith humility that our first 
father, Adam, has left us his descendants a legacy of ignorance 
and folly. At first Ave were formed after thine image, in know- 
iedge as well as in holiness; but alas ! aac are now resembling 
the image of our covenant head in ignorance, folly, and sin. 

We thank our God for the means of instruction yesterday 
enjoyed. May the light Avhieli shone around us in the preach- 
ing of the Gospel shine Avithin us by the enlightening influence 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Suffer not the minds of our dear childreny or of our servants, 
to be retained in darkness hij Satan, the god of this worhL 
Holt/ Spirit, take the Word read and preached, and may it 
Jill their souls with the saving light oj' spiritual day. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for thy holy Word, by Avhicli, 
accompanied by the poAver of thy Spirit, saving light has been 
communicated to the minds of myriads. We thank thee for 
that sacred book, Avhicli thou hast promised to employ as the 
glorious mean of enlightening the AAorld. We praise thee for 
the hook of Divine proA^erbs, part of which avc have now read. 
Teach all, and particularly the rising race, to follow the wise 
and practical counsels Avhich this portion of the BiWe contains. 
Preserve the rising race from disobedience to parents ; and do 
tl;ou incline their hearts to hear the instruction of their father, 
and not to forsake the law of their mother. Impress their minds 
Avith a sense of the blessedness and honour which accompany 
filial love and obedience. Convince them that it will be an 
ornament of grace unto their head, and chains around their 
neck. 

Gracious God, wc praise thee for the calls of wisdom, and 
the invitations of mercy, avc have noAv read. God, enable us 
to accept those gracious invitations. Lord, enable us to turn 
at thy reproof, and receive from Christ’s hand his righteous- 
ness as the foundation of our hope, and his laAvs as the rule ot 
our life. 

Lord, have mercy on Gospel despisers, particularly such ns 
are related to us by the ties of nature and of blood. O con- 
vince them that a continued and impenitent rejection of Christ 
must be followed by the miseries of hell. 

We thank thee for the mercies of the niglit, and imploro 
thy blessing to rest upon us this day. Mercifully hear our 
supplications, and forgive our sins, for the llcdeemer’s eokei 
Amen, 

4 R 
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CHaiST’s RKION. 

KmwtU, Oravm Chapel, Jame^, o. u. 

1 TT^HY did tlie nations Join to slay 

▼ » The Lord's anointed Son ? 

Why did they cast his laws away, 

And tread his Gospel down ? 

2 The Lord that sits above the skies, 

Derides their rage below ; 

He speaks with vengeance in his eyes, 

And strikes their spirits through. 

3 I coll him my eternal Son, 

And raise him from the dead ; 

I make my holy hill his throne. 

And wide his kingdom spread. 

4 Ask me, my Son, and then enjoy 

The utmost heathen lands : 

Thy rod of iron shall destroy 
The rebel that withstands. 

Watfs, Ps, 2. 

2 TIIESSALONIANS I. 

Bleesedtiese of Chi'ieCe Friendly and the deetruction of hie Foes. 

P AUL, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of 
the Thessalouians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ : 

2 Grace unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 We arc bound to thailk God always for you, brethren, 
as it is meet, because that your faith groweth exceedingly, 
and the charity of every one of you all toward each otiier 
aboundeth ; 

4 So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of 
God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and 
tribulations that ye endure : 

6 Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of 
God, that yc may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, 
for which yc also su flier : 

6 Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense 
tribulation to them that trouble you ; 

7 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels, 

8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know' 
not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: 

9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; 

10 When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to 
be admired in all them that believe (because our testimony 
among you was believed) in that day. 

11 Wherefore also wc pray always for you, that our God 
would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the 
good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with 
power : 

12 That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glori- 
fied in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


EKFLspioKB UPON 2 Thkrs. I. — Sjtcred, intimate, inseparable, and 
eternal, is the union subsisting betwixt Christ and his Church ; he 
is in them, and they are in him. How encouraging to his disciples 
were the following words, which he addressed to them a short while 
before his death: '^At that day yo shall know that I am in the 
Father, and ye in me, and I in you." Let us think with admiration 
on God, tho God of salvation, the overflowing fountain of mercy, 
whence blessings flow infinitely sufficient for all the redeemed on 
earth, and for idl the glorified saints in heaven, Uiroughout tiie end* 


.—MONDAY EVENING. 


less ages of eternity. Holy, parents look with peculiar d«U|^t up« 

Ihcir'toloTed o4mg they ^ 

minietera are filled with pecuhar omotioM ^ thrakftjlneaa and 
when they look upon the churches oommtted t® thw care, aad m 
that they resemble fruitMyincyards, well- wote^ gardens, end flel^ 

Trtiich the Loid hath blessed. 0 may the spint^ prospenty and 
fruitfulness of our famiUes be near our liearte, imd may our prayers 
be incessant and earnest, that the Holy Spirit bv his mflueooes 
may blow upon them ; then the fragrant spices Will now out’i^^then 
Christ will como into his gardens, and eat his pleasant iruit. 


PRAYER. 

G lorious Lord God, sanctify the solemn and affecting 
truths we have now read ; and, duly impressed with their 
importance, we would now draw near in the name of Christ, 
•to present our evening prayer. With thy servant, may all 
I of us have reason to say, It is good for us to draw near to 
God. Holy Spirit, enable us, in the exercise of a lively faith, 

! to draw near to God; and O may we find the fulfilment of 
' that promise. If ye draw nigh to God, he will draw nigh to 


We present our tribute of praise fo^ the temporal and 
spiritmd mercies we have this day received. May the sins 
and infirmities with which wc are chargeable be forgiven, and 
the pollutions of our souls washed away by the Saviouris 
blood. We seek tho fatherly protection of our God and 
Saviour this night. May we confidently believe that, when 
awake or asleep, we are encompassed with the gracious 
arms of our redeeming God. This blessing wo supplicate, 
not only for ourselves, but for all in whom we are interested 
and to whom we are related. May our relation be spiritual 
ns well as natural ; then our bond of union shall not be 
destroyed by death, but continues through endless ages, amid 
the joyful blessedness of heaven. 

We acknowledge thee, 0 Lord, as our God and Father. 
As an evidence tliat We are thy children, may grace be unto 
iis, and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Jesus, thou Divine head of thy Church, thou blessed 
fountain of all grace, give us, we humbly pray, a lively faith 
in thee, and in all the doctrines and promises of the everlast- 
ing Gospel. Grant that we may not only possess faith, but 
may our faith grow exceedingly ; and may our love toward 
each other abound. In all the tribulations we are called to 
endure, may we be invigorated with patience and faith, believ- 
ing that by an interest in the righteousness of Christ, and 
by the sanctifying influences of 'the Holy Spirit, we shall be 
counted worthy of the kingdom of God. In the midst of all 
the troubles of life, may we be comforted with the animating 
prospect of that rest which remains for the people of God, 
and which shall be enjoyed in the fullest and most glorious 
extent when Christ shall be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels. 


O that our fellowship with our beloved children may not be 
confined to the present life. Give them grace to receive Jesus 
as their Saviour and Lord; then we shall have the pleasing 
hope of living together through eternity in heaven. 

Lord Jesus, look with mercy on thine hardened and im- 
penitent foes. Bring them under the preaching of thy Gt)spel, 
and persuade them to lay down their weapons of rebelliou, 
and no longer to continue the presumptuous struggle of fight- 
ing against Christ, and resisting tho invitations of his Gospel. 
O affect them with the thought that, if they ivill not submit 
to thee as a Saviour, thou wilt appear against them as a 
destroyer, and take vengeance on all who know not God. and 
obey not the Gospel of his Son. 

Mercifully hear the prayers and forgive the sins of thine 
unworthy petitioners, for Jesus* sake, our great lutereessor* 
Amen. ” 


P0ETY-8BC0ND WBEK.—TUESDAY MOENINa 


OHEiiT oya witaoMi 
BradUy. Okmity, l . m . 

1 t) T7BIED in i^iadowB of the night 

" We lie till Ohriet restores the light ; 

Wisdom desoends to heal the blind, 

And chase the darkness of the mind. 

2 Our guilty souls are drowned in toan 
Till his atoning blood appears ; 

Then we awake from deep distress, 

And sing, The Lord our rightoousneas. 

3 Our very frame is mixed with sin, 

His Spirit makes our natures clean ; 

Such virtues from his sufferings flow, 

At onoo to cleanse and pardon too. 

4 Jesus beholds where Satan reigns, 

Binding his slaves in heavy cliains ; 

Ho sets the prisoners free, and breaks 

^ The iron borage from our necks. 

Watts, 07, ii. i. 

PROVERBS III. 

TTudom. 

T^Y son, forget not my law ; but let thine lieart keep my 
AYL commandments: 

2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they 
add to thee. 

8 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee : bind them about 
thy neck ; write them upon the tabic of thine heart : 

4 So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the 
sight of God and man. 

18 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man 
that getteth understanding. 

14 For the merchandise of it is better than the merchan- 
dise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. 

18 She is more precious than rubies ; and all the things 
thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her. 

16 Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left 
hand riches and honour. 

17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths 
are peace. 

IB She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her : 
and happy is every one that retaineth her. 

19 The liORD by wisdom hath founded the earth ; by under- 
standing hath he established the heavens. 

20 By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the 
clouds drop down the dew. 

21 My son, let not them depart from thine eyes : keep 
sound wisdom and discretion : 

22 So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy 

neck. * 

23 Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot 
shall not stumble. 

24 When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid : yea, 
thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet. 

26 Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation 
of the wicked, when it cometh. 

26 For the Loan shall be thy confidence, and shall keep 
thy foot from being taken. 

85 The wise shdl inherit glory : but shame shall be the 

promotion of fools. 


RmacTxoFS tJPOK Feov. in. — Blessed are those memories which 
are stored with Divine truth, and blessed is that heart on which the 
laws of heaven are inscribed by the power of tho Holy Ghost. Reli- 
gion not only brings from her treasures blessing for the soul, but 
often prevente the body from becoming the victim of dwase; vea, 
even nrblongs the life to a good old age. 0 how blessed is that long 
life wnich is adorned by the graces of piety, and which is sweetened 


by the consolations of religion ! While the vain seek after Uie 
foolish ornaments of dress, lot it be my desire to bind mercy and 
truth around my neck; then I shall be enriched by attainments 
which will survive tho ruins of tho grave, and shine like the bright- 
noBB of the firmament for ever and ever. Rich is that man who is 
endued with those virtues and graces which not only secure tho 
favour of tho good and wise, but meet with the smiles and accept- 
ance of God. Alas! because of tho impiety of those who seek 
happiness in folly ! Let Divine wisdom be my guide ; then shall I 
I bo led to drink the waters of salvation, and bo conducted at last to a 
! celestial paradise, where grows the tree of life in tdl tlio beauty of 
I eternal luxuriance. 


PRAYER. 

^LORIOUS Jehovah and God of solvation, thou art the 
only wise God, and with the piercing eye of thine omni- 
science tJiou dost behold every creature in thy vast dominions, 
aiid art perfectly acquainted with every particle of matter 
composing thy glorious universe. O tho depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God I How unsearch- 
able are tby judgments, and thy ways past finding out ! 

Divirj^e Saviour, we adore thee as the wisdom of God. As 
God, equal with the Father and the Holy Spirit, thou art 
possessed of essential and uncreated wisdom ; and as Mediator 
the spirit of the Most High doth rest upon thee, as a spirit of 
knowledge, of wisdom, and undeinstanding. Even in the days 
of thy humbled humanity thou didst furnish many evidences 
of thine omniscience. Thou didst manifest a perfect know- 
ledge of the thoughts of men. Thou hast a perfect and 
comprehensive knowledge of thine eternal Father. No man 
knoweth the Father, save the Son, and ho to whom the Son 
will reveal him. 

To thee, O Jesus, our Mediator and Lord, we come for 
wisdom. May Clirist be made of God unto us wisdom. In 
thee are hidden, O Immanuel, the treasures of wisdom and of 
knowledge ; and may we receive, out of the treasures of thy 
wisdom, that saving intelligence and light by which we shall 
be led into Divine triith, and by which we shall be guided 
with honour and with salbty to those heavenly regions where 
we shall for ever behold, and admire, and enjoy, the glory of 
thy Divine person. 

We thank thee for the mercies of the night, and for the 
opportunity now enjoyed of approaching the mercy-seat, and 
casting ourselves upon the Divine and fatherly protection of 
the Lord our God. Watch over us tliis day, and may that 
promise be accomplished in our experience : I will guide thee 
with mine eye. 

Bless to us the sacred and seasonable truths we have now 
read. We thank thee for thy wise and holy laws. Teach ns 
to love them as the expression of thy will, and give us grace 
diligently to obey them. Suffer us not to place any depen- 
dence on our obedience as a ground of pardon and accept- 
ance. Preserve us from the folly of going about to establish 
our own righteousness, not submitting to the righteousness of 
Christ. Lord, give us saving, sanctifying, practical wisdom. 

Convince our dear children and domestics of the iifinite 
importance, benefit, and blessedness of Divine wisdom, 0 
JesuSy take them into thy school; then shall they learn in- 
valuable lessons for time and eternity. 

Have mercy on our aged friends. Thou hast given them 
the experience of years : O give them the wisdom of salvation. 
Have mercy on the aged who are living in the folly of sin. 
Before their short life terminates, O do thou open their eyes 
to see the infinite importance of Divine things ; and may they 
lay hold on wisdom, which is a tree of life to all that re- 
ceive it. 

Graciously hear our prayers and forgive our sins, for Jesiui' 
sake, thy Son and our Advocate. Amen. 

An 2 



POETY-SECOND WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


PRAI8B FOR SALVATION. 

IgnalbifM, Suuex. Hanover, v, w. 

1 Saviour alone, the Lord, let us bless, 

” Who reigns on his throne the prince of our peace ; 

Who evermore saves us by shedding his blood ; 

All hail, holy Jesus, our Lord and our God. 

2 Wo thankfully sing thy glory and praise, 

Thou merciful spring of pity and grace ; 

Thy kindness for ever to men we will tell, 

And say. Our dear Saviour redeems us from hell ! 

3 Preserve us in love while hero we abide : 

0 never remove tliy presence, nor hide 

Thy glorious salvation, till each of us see 

With joy the blessed vision completed in thee. Axon. 

2 THESSALONIAKS 11. 

Antichrist and Salvation, 

T^OW wc beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering togctlier unto 

him, 

2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, 
neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as 
that the day of Christ is at hand. 

8 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day 
shall not come^ except tlicrc come a falling away first, and 
that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition ; 

4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is 
called God, or that is worshipped ; so that he as God aitteth 
in the temple of God, shewing himself that lie is God. 

I 5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told 
you these things ? 

6 And now ye know what withholdcth that lie might be 
revealed in his time. 

7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work : only he 
who now letteth will Ivi^ until lie ho taken out of the way. 

8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, u^hom the Jjord 
shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy 
with the brightness of liis coming : 

9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan 
with all power and signs and lying wonders, 

10 And with all deceivablencss of unrighteousness in them 
that perish ; because they received not the love of the truth, 
that they might be saved. 

11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delu- 
sion, that they should believe a lie : 

12 That they all might be condemned who believed not the 
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

18 But we are bound to give tlianks alway to God for you, 
brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the 
beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of 
the Spirit and belief of the truth : 

14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtain- 
ing of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions 
which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle. 

16 !Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our 
Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting 
consolation and good hope through grace, 

17 Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good 
word and work. 

Bpi^iONS irpoN 2 TttEss. ii.— -When tho graces of the Spirit 
are in lively exercise, the prospect of Christ’s glorious appearance at 
the judgment-day fills the heart of the believer with confidence and 
joy. And abundant reason he has to rejoice : for then ho shall be 
acknowledged and acquitted before an assembled universe by tho 
Judge of all; then ho shall sit upon tho right hand of him who 
controlit the destinies of tho countless myriads of his intelligent 
sttlgecti; then the following sentence will bo pronounced on all | 
the redeemed multitude, and wbioh all their enemies shall hear 


distinctly with envy and disappointment, Come yo Uess^ of my 
Father, ^erit the kingdom prepared for you^m foundation of 
the world.” 0 what extraordinary events shall place » our 
world before the airival of that day, that augns^ that solemn day ! 
Already, ns foretold, men bearing the name ot Chnst, Md decl^g 
themselves the depositories of the Word of God, ^d the orades of 
Divine truth, have usurped honours and claimed UUos due to Ohnst 
alone. Already the mystery of iniquity has appem^ ; for ages it 
has darkened tho firmament of the Church. But that mystery sl^ 
pass away like a cloud— like a dream — like a wsion of the mglit. 
The darkness which has long hovered over tho nations shaB bo 
removed, and exchanged for tho bright sliming of a glorious n^on- 
I niol day. Let us earnestly pray for tho arrival ot that penod of 
holiness, blessedness, and peace. 

PllAYEK. 

O LORD our God, at the close of another day, and after 
the gracious protection and kindness we have received, 
we desire, with gratitude and joy, to draw near unto thee as 
the liope of Israel, and the Saviour thereof in the day of 
trouble. There is no Saviour beside thee. Thou who art 
the living God, art the Saviour of all men, and especially of 
them who believe. 

Lord, we confess our sinfulness and iin worthiness. We 
have not been sufficiently impressed with Divine truth ; and 
the predictions of a judgment-day, and the future appearance 
of Christ, have failed to produce on our minds those solemn 
and practical effects which our hearts and lives ought to have 
exhibited. We arc greatly chargeable with insensibility of 
Iicart. Lord, deliver us from this dangerous malady, and 
may we feel more than ever the importance of Divine things, 
the value of tlie soul, and tho necessity of an interest in the 
righteousness of Clirist, without which we can never obtain 
an honourable and blessed acquittal at the judgment-day. 
Lord, give us that faith in Christ, that confidence in God as 
our Father, and those assured hopes of heaven as our home, 
which will enable us to meditate on the coming of Christ 
’ with emotions of joy and not of terror. 

Wc adore thee, O Lord, in all thy mysterious dealings, in 
permitting the opposition which lias been made in various ages 
to thy Church. Wc bless thee that this opposition has been 
clearly foretold. Gracious King of Zion, thou hast wise reasons 
for i^ermittiug the antichrist of superstition, of idolatry, ol 
error, of temporal aggrandisement, of pride, of worldly policy 
and persecution, to assail thy Church. Even so, Father, for 
so it seemeth good in thy sight. Glory to thy great name 
that these various formidable appearances of antichrist shall 
not continue, and that there is a day approaching when all these 
forms shall be consumed with the breath of thy mouth and 
the hrightuess of thy coming. Lord, hasten that blessed day. 

JSttffh' not our children to join the ranks of those who are 
profe,ssedly opposed to the Gospel and the Church of Christ, 
God forbid that they should bring upon themselves the dreads 
ful doom of the enemies of Christ, 

Impress our minds, O Lord, deeply with the thought, that 
every unbeliever is an antichrist. Prevent any of us from 
falling into the delusion, that to believe or not to believe is a 
mere matter of indifference, and not affecting our eternal 
safety ; seeing thou hast said that they shall be condemned 
who believe not the truth, but take pleasure in unrighteousness. 
That God may be honoured, and that such a calamity may be 
prevented, may all of us, and all our relatives, be effectually 
called by the Gospel to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Mercifully watch over us this night, hear our imperfect 
prayers; and may God, even our Father who hath loved us, 
comfort our hearts, and establish us in every good word and 
work. Bless this sacred ordinance and forgive our sins, tat 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


FORTY.SECOND WEEK.— WEDNESDAY MORNING. 


OORRtXPt KATVBR FROM ADAM. 

OokKuUr, Ohadwttt, JUvmrpooL c. m. 

1 T) LESSED with the joy of innocence 
" Adam, our father, stood, 

Till he debased his soul to sense, 

And ate the unlawful food. 

2 Now we are bom a sensual race, 

To sinful joys inclined ; 

Reason has lost its native place, 

And flesh onslavoB the mind. 

3 While flesh, and sense, and passion rcigiifi. 

Sin is the sweetest good ; 

Wo fancy music in our chains, 

And so forget the load. 

4 Great God, renew our ruined frame, 

Our broken powers restore, 

Inspire us with a heavonly flarao, 

, And flesh shall reign no more. 

WATfs, 1‘2H, B. IL 

PROVERBS V. 

TIlc Fooliilt Woman. 

Y son, attend unto my wisdom, and bow thine ear to my 
understanding: 

2 That thou mayest regard discretion, and that thy lips 
may keep knowledge. 

3 For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, 
and her mouth is smoother than oil : 

4 But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged 
sword. 

5 Her feet go down to death, her steps take hold on hell. 

6 Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life, her ways arc 
moveable, ihai thou caust not know Ihem, 

7 Hear me now therefore, O ye children, and depart not 
from the words of my mouth. 

8 Remove thy Avay far from her, and come not nigh the 
door of her house : 

9 Lest thou give thine honour unto others, and thy years 
unto the cruel : 

10 Lest strangers be filled with tliy wealth; and thy 
labours be in the house of a stranger ; 

11 And thou mourn at the last, when thy flesh and thy 
body are consumed, 

12 And say, How have I hated instruction, and my heart 
despised reproof ; 

13 And have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor 
inclined mine ear to them that instructed me ! 

14 I was almost in all evil in the midst of the congregation 
and assembly. 

22 His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he 
shall be holden with the cords of his sins. 

23 He shall die without instruction ; and in the greatness 
of his folly he shall go astray. 


Reflections upon Pbov. v. — It is well not only to admire the 
intrinsic excellence of gracious wisdom, but highly to v^uo the 
unspeakable blessings which follow in its train. How desirable is 
that Divine Mend whose counsels preserve the young from those 
delusive snares of youthful lusts, which have done greater havoc 
among the sons of men than the cruelty of war or the ravages of 
pestilenoe ! . Let daughters commit themselves to the care of Christ, 
then they shall be preserved from the foulest blots which can degrade 
the reputation or deface the beauty of the soul ; and let som sur- 
render their hearts to Christ, then they shall not be left to fall 
before the temptations of the strange woman, whose feet go down 
to death, and whose steps take hold of hell. How short-lived, 
how unprofitable, how unsatisfying, yea, how destructive, are the 
pleasures of sin 1 The wages of sin is (h^th. 0 how misendfle the 


life of the wicked ! — he is held by the cords of h^s sins. And how 
affecting his death ! — ^he dies without wisdom, and under tho load 
of unpardonod guilt. Great is the infatuation of thoso who are 
determined on seeking after carnal, earthly, unhallowed pleasures. 
They are deliberately binding themselves with fetters, the badges of 
an ignoble captivity. ''Let tho wicked forsake his way and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return to the Lord, and 
ho will havo mercy upon him.** 

PRAYER. 

O LORD, our God and Father, thou art infinitely and in- 
conceivably holy. Thou art not a God that hast pleasure 
in wickedness, neither shall evil dwell with thee. Thou caust 
not be tempted with evil, neither teraptest thou any man. Thy 
name is holy; holy and reverend is thy name. Thy throne is 
holy; thou sittest upon the throne of tliy holiness. Thy heaven 
is holy; and thou wilt hear the prayers of thy people from thy 
holy heaven nnd thou wilt deliver them from their enemies by 
the savinp :*'trength of thy right hand. 

We acknowledge that we were made at first holy beings, pure 
and spotless like thyself ; but, alas ! our whole race is defiled 
and debased by sin. The whole head is sick, the whole licart 
is faint. The defilement of sin is ancient ; and wc confess that 
it is as extensive and wide as the habitations of men. 

Bless to ns. Holy Spirit, the very humiliating account we 
have now read of those who arc the subjects of sin and tho 
slaves of lust. Truly the gold has become dim, and the most 
fine gold changed. Wc lament, O Lord, with shame and 
confusion, that so many of that part of our species formed to 
reflect the brightest virtues, and to display the most comely 
excellences, are so debased l)y sin and infatuated by lust, as 
deliberately to form plans for leading astray multitudes of the 
rising race, and ultimately conducting tliem to temporal ruin 
and to eternal destruction. Convince the young and rising 
race of the unspeakable danger of listening to the voice of 
temptation. May they feel convinced that the lips of the 
alluring and tempting flatterer, thougli they drop as the 
honeycomb, will in tho end prove more bitter than worm- 
wood, yea, sharp as a two-edged sword. O preserve them 
from those tempters whose feet go down to death, and whose 
steps take hold ou licll. 

Blessed Saviour^ may toe never have reason to mourn and 
weep over any of our dear children, for having become the 
voluntary victims of that unhallowed pleasure which, if not 
repented of, is invariably followed by the alarming miseries of 
hell, O God, prevent such a doom ! 

We confess, O Lord, the strong desires of our heart after 
forbidden and sinful pleasures. We lay our diseased souls 
at thy feet ; Lord, lical us. Look down upon our corrupted 
desires, our fleshly passions, our debasing lusts, and destroy 
them before our eyes. Those enemies which have murdered 
myriads, O suffer them not to destroy us. Give us thy 
Spirit ; fill our hearts with thy grace ; then shall ue triumph 
over all our lusts, and at last be presented hy our Divine 
Redeemer pure and spotless before the throne of our heavenly 
King. 

Have mercy on all who are the slaves of lusts and the 
voluntary servants of Satan. Lord, convert them by thy 
grace, and may the day never arrive when they shall mourn 
at the last, and say, Our flesh and body are consumed, and 
our souls are lost for ever. 

We thank our God for the mercies of the night, ana 
that we have now been permitted to approach the throne 
of God. In all we do this day, teach us to seek the honour 
of thy name; and in the strength of grace to resist every 
temptation. All we supplicate is for the sake of Christ, to 
whom be ascribed glory, honour, and power, now and ever. 
Amen, . 


FORTY-SECOND WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


SAINT INDEED. 

PKrfy. WUUkirt Ntw» MieKaeVt. c. M. 

1 TJAPPY the man whoso cautious stops 

Still keep the golden mean ; 

Wliose life, by wisdom’s rules well formed, 

Declares a conscience clean. 

2 To sect or party his large soul 

Disdains to bo confined : 

The good lie loves of every name, 

And prays for all mankind. 

3 Tuni is liis i^eal, the offspring fair 

Of truth and heavenly love ; 

’fho bigot’s rage con never dwell 
Where rests the peaceful dove. 

4 Not on the world his hoai't is set, 

Ifis treasure is above ; 

Nothing beneath the sovereign good 

('uu claim his highest love. Nekdraii. 


2 THESSALONIANS III. 

T/te Apotile^a xoiu Counselt, 

F inally, hrothrun, pray for ns, that the word of tlie 
Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is 
with you : 

2 And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and 
wicked men : for all mm have not faith. 

3 Dut the Lord is faitlifiil, who shall stablish you, and 
keep t/ou from evil. 

4 And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that 
yc iKSth do and will do the things which we command you. 

5 Attd the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, 
and into the patient w^aiting for Christ. 

6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every 
brother that wmlkefh disorderly, and not after the tradition 
M’hich he received of us. 

7 For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us : for we 
behaved not ourselves disorderly among yon ; 

8 Neither did we eat any man's bread for nought; but 
wrought with labour and travail night and day, that we might 
not be chargeable to any of you : 

9 Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves 
an ensample unto you to follow us. 

10 For even when we w'ere with you, this wc commanded 
you, that if any would not work, neither should he cat. 

11 For we hear that there are some which walk among you 
disorderly, working not at all, but arc busy bodies. 

12 Now them that are such we command and exhort by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and cat 
their own bread. 

13 But yc, brethren, be not weary in well doing. 

14 And if any man obey not our word by tliis epistle, note 
that man, and have no company with him, that he may be 
ashamed. 

15 Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a 
brother. 

1() Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace always 
by all means. The Lord be with you all. 

17 The salutation of Paul with mine own hand, which is 
the token in every epistle : so 1 write. 

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
Amen. 


IIefleotions upon 2 Tuess. hi. — The success of the Gospel is 
always preceded and accompaiiied by fervent prayer. Ilie Psalmist 
was deeply and powerfully impressed with this truth, when ho said 
and sung, ** Pray for the peace of Jerusalem ; they shall prosper 
that love thee/' And Prayer shall be made for hm oontinu^y. 

662 ^ 


and dofly diaU ho be praised.” Mon who oppose the pipg^ of ^ 
truth* are the servants of the wicked one ; they ^ anunat^ by hw 
spiriliiiia, if mercy prevent not, they murt be Carers with tom in 
hiB endlesi toftwy and eternal woe. Such kJm powOT ^ has 
given to the devout and believing prayers of his pegjl®/ thrall 
human impediments in the way of the progr^ 
shall be removed ; and though lofty as the hills, shall be levell^ 
with tho dust. God’s mercy and faithfulness are to ms people, the 
munition of rocks.” This is the security of their contmuance in a 
state of grace, and of their introduction at last into a state of gloiy. 
Mercy is abundant in the promises of spiritual blessings; and faith- 
fulness gives the believer tho assured confidence that all these pro- 
mises shall bo amply and honourably Mfilled. May such promises 
be our inheritance, the ground of our fisith, tho foundation of our 
hope, and the fountain of our ^ 


PlAYER. 

F ather of mercies, thou art the faithful God, aif.d thou 
wilt not allow one word thou Hast promised to fall ^ the 
ground. Thou art a God of truth and without iniquity; just 
and right art thou. While thou art merciful and gracious, 
thou art abundant in truth. All thy paths are mercy and 
truth to such as keep thy covenant and thy testimonies. O 
fulfil in our experience that blessed promise. His truth shall 
be thy shield and buckler. 

We thank our God for every instance of thy kindness to us 
this day ; and that thou hast not withholden from us those 
temporal comforts which are essential to our very being. And 
we praise the God of all mercy that we are not prohibited from 
enjoying the greatest of all honours, and the most distinguished 
of all privileges, that of approaching the throne of grace, and 
enjoying fellowship with a redeeming God. Vouchsafe to us 
this night, gl’acious God, rest and sleep for those bodies that 
shall soon rest in the grave ; and grant refreshing repose to 
these minds of ours, which shall exist for ever in a state of 
the greatest activity in the world that is to come. 

Bless to us the word of wisdom and of truth which we have 
!now been privileged to read; and may our minds be filled 
with that grace by which we shall be disposed and enabled 
to yield a ready and loving obedience to those salutary and 
inspired precepts to wliich wc have now listened. 

We thank thee for the ministers of Christ. Lord,, bless 
them, and may they be delivered from unreasonable and 
wicked men : for all men have not faith. We thank thee, O 
King of Zion, that mortal lips are employed to proclaim tho 
unsearchable riches of Christ. We pray that the Word of the 
Lord may have free course wherrever it is proclaimed, and bo 
abundautly glorified. 

Lord, impart saving grace to each member of this family, 
and may wc all be estaWished in the faith, and be kept from 
evil. Lord, direct our hearts into the love of God, and into 
the patient waiting for Christ. Our hearts were formed to 
love thee : O fill them with thy love. Let that sacred flame 
be enkindled in our hearts, and let it continue within us in 
peat strength till the close of life ; and when we fall asleep 
ill death, may our souls be elevated to those regions of purity 
where the love of God shall shine in the heart with greatw 
glory than the sun in its strength. 

Preserve our children from the sin of idleness. May they 
neither be idle in the business of time, nor in the olyects of 
eternity. Preserve them from that spiritual idleness which 
never fails to cover the soul with the loathsome rags of sin^ 

Let none of us be weary in well-doing. May we ardently 
love the service of God, and continue in it with humility and 
diligence all our days. Give us wisdom to withdraw from those 
who walk disorderly ; and may the Lord of peace himself give 
us peace always by all means, for Jesus' sake. The grwfe of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with us all. Ameu. 



FORTY-SBCOND WEEK.— THURSDAY MORNING. 


SFIEITUAL BLOTH, 

WaroMr, SermUy* FMitU - CTH. 

1 drowsy powers, why sleep ye^plr 
Awake, my sluggish soul ! 

Nothing has half thy work to do. 

Yet nothing's hafi so dull. 

2 The little ants for one poor grain 

labour, and tug, and strive ; 

Yet we who have a heaven to obtain, 

How negligent we live ! 

3 We for whom God the Son came down, 

And laboured for our good. 

How careless to secure that crown 
He purchased w^.,l|iB blood ! Watts, 25, B . IL 


PEOVERB8 VI. 

Slothfidnea, 

M y son, if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast 
stricken thy hand with a stranger, 

2 Thou art snared with the^ords of thy mouth, thou art 
iaicen with the words of thy mouth. 

8 Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself, when thou art 
come into the hand of thy friend ; go, hum])le thyself, and 
make sure thy friend. 

4 Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids. 
6 Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the hunter, and 
as a bird from the hand of the fowler. 

6 Go to the ant, thou sluggard ; consider her ways, and bo 
wise : 

7 Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, 

8 Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her 
food in the harvest. 

9 How long wilt thou sleep, 0 sluggard ? when wilt thou 
arise out of thy sleep ? 

10 Yet a little sleei), a little slumber, a little folding of the 
bands to sleep ; 

11 So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and 
thy want as an armed man. 

12 A naughty person, a wicked man, walketh with a 
froward mouth. 

15 Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly 
shall he be broken without remedy. 

16 These six thim)9 doth the Loan hate; yea, seven are an 
abomination unto him : 

17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed 
innocent blood, 

18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be 
swift in running to mischief, 

19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and ho that soweth 
discord among brethren. 

20 My son, keep thy father’s commandment, and forsake 
not the law of thy mother : 

21 Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them 
about thy neck. 

22 When thou goest, it shall lead thee ; when thou sleepest, 
it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with 

thee. ^ n 

24 To keep thee from the evil woman, from the flattery of 

the tongue of a strange woman. 

26 Lust not after her beauty in tliiue heart ; neither let 
her take thee with her eyelids. 

Rsflbctioxs xrroN Paov. vi.—SuretyBhip engagements have involved 
multitudes in min ; and Christ’s suretyship engagements for a lost 
world brought him to the dust of death. We are forbidden to become 
luraty for friends ,* but Jesus, by an act of unparalleled mer^, became 
surety for enemies. When we were yet sinners, Christ dic'd for us. 
O with what diligence we should engage in the service of Christ! 


I From this day, let us take shame to ourselves for our most culpable 
neutrality, indifforence, and indolence. The example of the ant 
should arouse us to diligence, and at the samo time humble us in the 
dust, that an insect should be more active in its lowly station than 
we are in the service of God. Wo should conscientiously examine 
ourselves, whether we love what Gk)d loves, and hate what God hates. 
May the Holy Spirit communicate to our souls Divine grace ; then 
we shall be conformed to the Divino likeness. Blessed are those 
children who keep the instructions of their parents : while othc^rs 
sink into degradation and misery, they live in honour and comfort; 
and at death join the spirits of the just in the abode of peace. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, in drawing near to. thy throne in the 
name of Christ, we desire, with humility and joy, to 
ackil^wledgc that wo are thine. Thou art the Maker of all 
things, and therefore thou hast an infinite right to dispose of 
dl that thou hast made. For thy pleasure and for thine 
honour they are and were created. Thy hands fashioned us } 
and we rejoice that we were made rational and immortal 
beings, and that we were not formed among the fowls of the 
air or the beasts of the field. And while the hand of thine 
omnipotence created us, the hand of thy gracious providence 
has constantly maintained us, and abundantly supplied our 
wants. O what claims, what powerful claims thou hast upon 
us for our gratitude, love, and praise I As we are thy natural 
workmanship, O make lui thy spiritual workmanship, created 
anew in Christ Jesus unto righteousness and true holiness. 
Thou hast formed us for thyself, to show forth thy praiM| jpve 
us thy Spirit, then we shall live every day to thyglorf,''te we 
live every day upon thy bounty. 

We thank our God that we have been mercifully preserved 
during the past night, and that we have been graciously per- 
mitted to hold fellowship with God in the reading of the Word 
of life, where thou art as really addressing us as if we heard thy 
voice calling upon us from the skies. We thank thee that in 
what we have read we have been drinking of the waters of 
Divine wisdom. 

Give us grace to follow the wholesome counsels of tliy 
wisdom to which we have now listened. Preserve us from rash, 
foolish, and dangerous engagements. May we not become 
surety in cases that may give little or no assistance to our 
friend, and which may involve ourselves and our family in 
temporal ruin. Glory to thy name, O Jesus, that thou didst 
become surety for a fallen/ sinful world. Thou, O Saviour, 
didst smart for thy suretyship engagements. In fulfilling thine 
engagements, thou didst encounter the wrath of thy Father, 
the enmity of devils, and the infuriated rage of men. O what 
wondrous love! Thou didst endure sorrows, agonies, and death. 
O what wondrous grace ! 

Lord, preserve us from the sin of spiritual slothfulness ; and 
may we learn from the ant : may we carefully consider her 
ways, and be wise. While the summer of opportunities and 
privileges continues, O may we diligently seek thy heavenly 
grace, which will prepare us for the wintry evening of human 
life ; yea, which will prepare us for the realities of the eternal 
world. Have mercy on such of us as are spiritually asleep, 
and such of our relatives and friends as are in this state. Say 
to them by thy spirit. How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard ? 
when wilt thou awake out of sleep 'i 

Enable our dear children to keep their father’ s command, 
ment, and not to forsake the law of their mother : may they 
hint! them upon their heart, and tie them about their neck. 
Give us thy counsel and presence this day, and suftcr us not 
to fall before the power of temptation. Lord, hear our prayers 
and forgive our sins, for Jesus’ sake, to whom, with the Father, 
a-nd dvine Spirit, we would ascribe glory and majesty, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 



FORTY-SECOND WEEK 


OOerSL WORTHY op ALt ACCEPTATION. 

Arundel, Haiwver Chapel, Ineh, i*» 

1 TESUB, the eternal Bon of God, 

"Whom seraphim obey, 

The bosom of the Father leaves, 

And enters human clay. 

2 Into our sinful world h<5 comes, 

The messenger of grace, 

And on the bloody tree expires, 

A victim in our place. 

3 Transgn^ssors of the deepest stain 

In him salvation lind : 
llis blood removes the foulest guilt, 

His Spirit heals the mind. Ginnoxi. 


1 TIMOTHY I. 

PanVe wonderfid Conversion. 

P AUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ by tlic commandment of 
God our Saviour, and Lord Jesus Christ, which is our 
hope ; 

2 Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith : Grace, mercy, 
peace, from God our Father, and Jesus Christ our Lord. 

8 As I besought thcc to abide still at Ephesus, when T went 
into Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some that they 
teach no other doctrine, 

4 Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which 
minister questions, rather than godly edifying which is in faitli: 
^0 do. 

5 Now tlie end of the commandment is charity out of a 
pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned : 

G From which some having swerved have turned aside unto 
vain jangling ; 

7 Desiring to be teachers of the law ; understanding neither 
what they say, nor whereof they affirm. 

8 But we know that the law is good, if a man use it law- 
fully; 

9 Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous 
man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and 
for sinners, for unholy and prufam^, for murderers of fathers 
and murderei^s of mothers, for manslayers ; 

11 According to the glorious Gospel of the blessed God, 
which was committed to my trust. 

12 Aud I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled 
me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the 
ministry ; 

13 Who was before a blasplieiner, aud a persecutor, and 
injurious : hut I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly 
in nnl)elief. 

14 And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant witli 
faith and love which is in Christ J(;sus. 

15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus carac into the world to save sinners; of 
whom I am chief. 

.16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me 
first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffcriug, for a 
pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to 
life everlasting. 

17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the 
only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

18 This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according 
to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by 
them mightest war a good warfare ; 

19 Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some 
having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck : 

20 Of whom is Hymcnieus and Alexander; whom 1 have 
delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme. 


Rkklectioxs upon 1 Tim. i. — Genuine mmisters of Christ are 
introduced into their sacred office by a Divine and gracious call; 


.—THURSDAY EVENING. 


fulfil its duties according to a Divine command ; and perform its 
functions in humble dependence on Divine and promised strength. 
Unspeakably great is the honour which God confers upon his 
faithful ambassadors : he makes them spiritual fathow, as instruments 
in the regeneration of sinners, and he warms their hearts with a 
holy, ardent affection to their spiritual offspring. The Gospel is a 
system of love; and love fills the heart of those who feel its saving 
power. If we compare the Gospel to a casket, lovo is the inestimable 
jewel which this casket contains ; if we compare it to a fountain, 
love is the copious stream which flows from ^is fount^; if we 
compare it to the firmament, lovo is tho sun which fills this sky wi^ 
its brightness. Lot us therefore admire the Gospel as the gift of 
Divine love, ns making tho riches of Divine love known, and as the 
blessed mean by which Divine lovo is communicated to the hearts of 
tho adopted children of God. 

PRAYER. 

W E praise thcc, O Hearer of prayer, and God of salvation, 
that, after the businesB and cares and temptations of the 
day, we arc allowed as a family to separate ourselves from tho 
world, and hold intercourse with thyself in the exercise oi 
domestic worship. Holy Spirit, thou knowest our infirmities ; 
O help US to pray. Blessed Jesus, we adore thee as ovir 
almighty Creator, and as our Divine Saviour. Thou art our 
glorious hope. We praise thee that as our hope thou art 
within the vail, and that we have every encouragement to 
place all our expectations on thee, and that thou wilt take us 
at last to tliyself, to enjpy in thy presence the pure delights 
of immortality. Triune Jehovah, we adore thee as the King 
eternal, immortal, and invisible, the only wise God ; and to 
thcc we would ascribe honour and glory, for ever and ever. 

Wc thank a gracious Providence tor the blessings of the past 
day. O Lord, give us the satisfying evidence that we are thy 
children ; then shall we be able to look on all our mercieSj 
whether temporal or spiritual, as new covenant blessings. 

While wc humbly seek the gracious continuance of all those 
temporal mercies w hich thou secst meet for us, we would more 
earnestly seek for spiritual mercies, which are essentially 
necessary to fit us ibr thy glory, and to secure our eternal 
felicity in the life that is to come. May grace, mercy, and 
j)euce bo to us, and to all our relatives aud friends, from God 
our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Give us, O 
Lord, an increasing love to thy law ; and may we esteem it 
sweeter to our taste than honey to our mouth. Lord, give ns 
thy Spirit, that wc may walk in the way of holiness, faith, and 
love. O Jesus! thou art the Witness, the Leader, and the 
Commander of thy people. Under thy guidance and pro- 
tection, may wc successfully pursue our course in this straight, 
safe, and honourable way, until at last we reach our heavenly 
home, and enjoy that rest which remains for the people of 
God. 

Lord, have mercy on the multitudes in our land who are 
law'less, disobedient, unholy, and profane ; who are living in a 
state of habitual opposition to tliy holy law : 0 bring them 
under the saving inlluence of the Gospel of Christ. 

We praise thcc, O Lord, for the astonishing conversion of 
Saul of Tarsus, and that he has left on record these remarkable 
words ; This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptatior*, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of 
whom I am chief. Lord, wc are sinners ; we are the chief of 
sinners: Jesus, thou chief of saviours, thou only saviour, bo 
tliou the saviour of our souls. 

Open the eyes of our dear children and domestics to see 
ihai^ they are sinners ; and open their hearts to receive 
Christ the Saviour, 

O that all of us may be enabled to say, aud soon to say, 
W^e have obtained mercy. Graciously accept our persons, 
hear our prayers, and forgive our sins, for our Redc^er’s 
sake. Amen. 


yORTY.SECOND WEEK.— FRIDAY MORNING. 


HEAVENLY WISDOM. 

Aubwm* Jrrael, Cambrid^/c New. C. ftf. 

1 YY HAPPY is the man who hears 
^ Instruction’s warning voice ; 

And who celestial wisdom makes 

His early, only choice. 

2 For she has treasures grcatt‘r far 

Than oast to west unfold, 

And her reword is more secure 
Than is the gain of gold. 

3 She guides the young with innocence 

In pleasure’s paths to tread ; 

A crown of glory she bestows 
Upon the hoary head. 

4 A jcording as her labours rise, 

So her rewards increase ; 

Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 

And all her paths are p(*ace. Loj.an. 


PROVERBS VIII. 

CAmt the Wudom of God. 

T^OTH not wisdom cry? and understanding put forth her 
voice? 

2 She staiideth in the top of high places, by the way in the 
places of the paths. 

3 She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at the 
coming in at the doors. 

4 Unto you, 0 men, I call; and my voice is to the sous of 
man. 

5 0 ye simple, understand wisdom : and, ye fools, be ye of 
an understanding heart. 

6 Hear; for I will speak of excellent things ; and the open- 
ing of my lips shall be right things. 

7 For my mouth shall speak truth : and wickedness is an 
abomination to my lips. 

8 All the W'ords of ray mouth are in righteousness ; there is 
nothing froward or perverse in them. 

9 They-«rc all plain to him that understandeth, and right 
to them that find knowledge. 

10 Receive my instruction, and not silver: and knowledge, 
rather tliau choice gold. 

1 1 For wisdom is better than rubies ; and all the things 
that may be desired are not to be compared to it. 

12 I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge 
of witty inventions. 

13 The fear of the Lord is to hate evil : pride, and arro- 
gancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate. 

14 Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom : I am understanding: 
I have strength. 

16 By mo kings reign, and princes decree justice. 

16 By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of 
the eaTth. 

17 I love them that love me ; and those that seek me early 
shall find me. 

18 Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches 
and righteousness. 


RBjfLECtiONS XJPOK pEov. viii. — Christ is the wisdom of God. In 
him are kid up all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. How 
wise is Jesus, who inspired those men by whom the Word of God 
was written ! How wise is Jesus, who illuminates the Church 
militant and trium^ant, who gives wisdom to angels, and who is 
the glmry of heaven l Amazing condescension ! — Christ caUs on the 
sons of by his word, and in the preaching of the Gospel by his 
ministers, to come and i^ive from the hands of his mercy the rich 
blessings of his salvation ! My soul, fall do Wn prostrate at his feet| 


and pray, ''Lord Jesus, have mercy on mo a sinner 1” How ino^ 
tixnably precious ore the doctrines of the Gospel! Those are the 
excdlent things which drop as the honeycomb. Insigiiilicant is the 
power of the greatest of earthly rulers compared with Christ’s. Their 
authority is derived and perishing; but the reign of Jesus is essential, 
underived, and eternal. Blessed Jesus, I acknowledge tueis os my 
king : reign over me for over and ever. If Christ be the object of 
our love, then wo may conclude that we are the objects of his love. 
There is no flower so lovely, or so delightful in its fragrance, as 
early piety. And what encouragement have the young to seek Jesus? 
They have the assured promise that they shall find him as their 
Saviour and their All. 


PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, wc would with humility draw near to 
thy throne, under a deep impression of thy wisdom and 
our folly, of thy knowledge and our ignorance, O that each 
one of us may feci the practical and sanctifying effects of thine 
omniscience. Thou art a God of knowledge, and by thee 
actions are weighed. Thine understanding is infinite. There 
is no searching of thine understanding. Thou that hast 
planted the car, shalt thou not hear ? thou that hast formed 
the eye, shalt thou not see ? aud thou that teachest man 
knowledge, shalt tliou not know ? 

O Jesus, wc adore thee as the wisdom of God. From thee 
ancient prophets received all their acquaintance with Divine 
things, and their knowledge of future events. From thee 
apostles and evangelists received all that information, wisdom, 
and grace, by which they were qualified to be the heralds of 
salvation to a pagan, a corrupted, and a benighted world. 

We bless thee for the calls and invitations of wisdom in the 
everlasting Gospel. Adored Ue thy mercy, that wisdom doth 
not only call, but cry. When the invitations of mercy are 
delivered, in the preaching of the everlasting Gospel, O incline 
the hearers of the Gospel to listen to the calls of wisdom, aud 
to accept of the rich and kind invitations which are addressed 
to them by the voice of mercy. We lament that in a land of 
Gospel light, so few enter the sanctuary of God, Mhere mercy 
is proclaimed ; and yvG lament that so few of those who attend 
thy courts believe the joyful sound. Convince us, O Lord, of 
the infinite importance of hearing, believing, and accepting 
the invitations and calls of mercy. May we love the excel- 
lent things which the lips of mercy make known ; and may wo 
believe the right things which mercy reveals. O wc thank 
thee for the clearness and simplicity of the Gospel, by which 
It is suited to the young as well as the old, to the child as 
well as the man of hoary hairs, to the unlearned as well as 
the wise, and to the bond as well as the free. We bless thee 
that the Gospel is plain to him that understandeth, and right 
to them that find knowledge. O teach us to prefer the glorious 
doctrines of the Gospel, aud the blessings of salvation, Ijcfore 
silver; may they he in our estimation more valuable than 
rubies ; and may we ever believe that all the things that the 
heart of man can desire arc not to be compared unto them. 
Divine Saviour, wc adore thee in thine essential government, 
and in thy mediatorial dominion. It is by thee kings reign, 
and princes decree justice; it is by tlicc princes rule, and 
nobles, even all the iudges of the earth. O reign spiritual Iv 
over our hearts os individuals, over all the families with whicn 
wc are connected, and over our laud. 

Impress on the hearts of our children, tvith saving power, 
that most encouraging promise : I love them that love me f 
and those that seek me early shall find me. 

Accept of our thanks for the mercies of the night, and give 
us grace to glorify thee in the faithful discharge of the duties 
of the day. Hear our imperfect supplications, forgive our 
aggravated offences, for the sake of Jesus, our mediator and 
lawgiver. Amen. 

i? 6B6 


FORTY-SECOND WEEK.^^J’RIDAY EVENINa 


GOD WITH US, 

Slim Ciuipd, Orange, Turin, r. u, 

I 1^01^ with us ! 0 glorious namo ! 

Lot it shine in endless fume : 

God and man in Christ unite : — 

O mysterious de 2 >th and height ! 

3 God with us ! amazing love 
' Brought him from his courts above ; 

Now, ye saints, his grace admire., 

Swell the song with holy fire. 

3 God with US ! 0 blissful theme ! 
liOt the impious not blaspheme ; 

Jesus shall in judgment sit, 

Dooming rebels to tho jut. 

4 God with us ! 0 wondrous grace ! 
lA't us see him face to face, 

That wo may Immanuel sing, 

As wo ouglit our God and King. Anon. 

1 TIMOTHY III. 

Qualijicatiom of Pastw's, 

npms is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, 
i he deslrcth a good work. 

! 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one 

j wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, 

I apt to teach ; 

3 Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre ; 
hut patient, not a brawler, not eovetoiis ; 

4 One that riileth well his own house, having his children 
in subjection with all gravity; 

5 (For if a man knew not how to rule his own house, how 
shall he take care of the church of God?) 

0 Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into 
the condemnation of the devil. 

7 Moreover he must have a good report of them which are 
without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 

I 8 Likewise must the deacons he grave, not double-tongued, 
not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre ; ^ 

9 Holding the mystery of tlm faith in a pure conseienec. 

10 And Jet tliese also first be proved ; then let them use 
the office of a deacon, being blameless. 

11 Even so must their wives he grave, not slanderers, sober 

faithful in all things. ^ 

12 Let the deacons be the liusbands of one wife, ruling their 
children and their own houses well. 

18 For they that have used the office of a deacon w^ell pur- 
chase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

14 These things write I unto tliee, hoping to come unto 
thee shortly : 

15 But if I tarry long, that thou raayest know how thou 
oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, wliich is the 
church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 

16 And without controversy great is the ravstery of god- 
liness : God was manifest in the flesh, justiHcd in the Spirit, 
seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the 
world, received up into glory. 

Rotleoiioits urotf 1 Tnt. ni.— Tho ofBco of the minialrr ia pecu- 
liarly saered and holy, appointed for tho moat holy pnrposea and 
enda. How ncci ssury that they who aualain thia office should be 

S! . adorned by Divine grace! 

Chnst s faithful ministers keep themselves unspotted from tho world: 
they live ^hovo carnal, earthly pleasures; their conversation is in 
heaven; their lives aro a commentary upon their sermons ; they aro 
living epurtles, seen and read of all men. Their famiUes are little 
churches; the voice of rejoicing and salvation is heard in their 
dwellings. They tm clothed mth humility. In their puUio in- 
stmotions they avoid the foolish notions of men, and tho tenets of 
what is felsely called science. Their object and their delight is to 


preach Christ and him crucified, to make known his unsearohaUn 
riches, and to proclaim his righteousness as tho only foundation of 
a sinner’s hope. Is this the character of a genuine minister of Christ? 
With what affectionate oamostnoss should we plead, in the language 
of the holy and devotional Psalmist, to whose heart the interests of 
1 the Church were so dear : Clotlie thy priests with salvation, then 
sliall thy saints shout aloud for joy.” May our hearts bo filled with 
increasing wonder and love, when we think of tho profound mys- 
teries connected with the person of Christ, the work of Christ, the 
i salvation ho lias accomplished, and tho glory to which he is exited 
. us the reward of his obedience, sufferings, and death ! 


! PRAYER. 

\ / 'i OD the Father, Son, and' Holy Ghost, we adore thee in all 
the mysteries of thine unsearchable essence, and in all 
the depths of thine unfathomable purposes. Glory to thy 
blessed name, that thou hast made known to us, through the 
everlasting Gospel, the mystery of the incarnation of Jesus, 
the second person of the Trinity, and thine only-begotten and 
well-beloved Son. 

O teach us with genuine emotions of thankfulness, wonder, 
joy, and praise, to give utterance to the sublime and inspired 
language of the Apostle; And, without controversy, great is 
tlie mystery of godliness : God was manifest in the flesh, 
justilied in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the 
Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. 

Lxalted Saviour, wo thank the& for becoming our surety, 
and undertaking our cause. If thou hadst not appeared for 
us, our situation had now been deplorable and desperate, like 
that of fallen angels. We thank thee that, to save the human 
race, thou didst take upon thee human nature. Eternal 
honours to thy name, that thou didst appear in Bethlohem^s 
manger in the form of a feeble babe, and that the Church is 
now enabled to sing, Unto us a child is born, and unto us a 
son 18 given. We rejoice, O Jesus, for the testimony given 
by the Spirit to the divinity of thy mission, in the miracles 
which proclaimed that thou wast indeed the promised Messiah • 
and in thy resurrection from the dead, which declared with 
power that thou art the Son of God. We praise thee that the 
glorious tidings of thine incarnation, obedience, death, right- 
cousneas and triumphs, were not confined to the Jews, but 
that the blessed news arc liommunicatcd to Gentile nations. 
Adored be the name of our God, that the heralds of salvation 
were sent to this our land, and that our cars, and the ears of 
our ance-stors m long distant ages, have heard the wonders 
of the Son of God taking ujion him the nature of man, and 
dying for a sinful and miserable world. 

Convince us that a mere knowledge of this feet will avail 
us nothing without faith. We rejoice that Christ has been 
b^eved on in the world. O may Jesus be believed on by uT 

the tree, our sms were there, and that he was wounded for our 
transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities. 

Lord, impart saving faith to our children. 0 enable them 
to obey that most merciful invitation. Look unto me and be 
yemved, for I am God, and'tl,ere is' none X ’ 

e pr^ for all thy ministers, of every name and dmnmi 
nation. Make them vigilant, sober, of gLd behaviors given 

and punfy aU the members and Lnistew ofXoh^Sh 



FOBTY-SECOND WEEK.— SATtJBDAY MORNING. 


€HKI8T THE WISDOM OF GOD. 

HmUey phturcK KirmU Moor, Peckham, t. w, 

1 OHALL wisdom cry aloud, 

^ And not her speech be heard ? 

The Toico of God^s eternal Word, 

Deserves it no regard ? 

2 I was his chief delight, 

His everlasting Son, 

Before tho first of all his works, 

Creation, was begun. 

5 ‘‘Upon the empty air 

The earth was balanced well : 

• With joy I saw tho mansion where 
The sons of men should dwell. 

4 ** My busy thoughts at first 

On their salvation ran, 

Ere sin was born, or Adam’s dust 
Was fashioned to a man. 

6 " Then come, receive my grace, 

Yo children, and be wise ; 

Happy tho man that keeps my ways ; 

The man that shuns them dies.” 

Watts, 92, L 

PROVERBS VI IT. 

ChrUt the Wiidom, of God* 

M y fruit w better than gold, yea, than fine gold ; and niy 
revenue than choice silver. 

20 I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the 
paths of judgment : 

21 That I may cause those that love me to inherit sub- 
stance ; and I will fill their treasures. 

22 The Loud possessed me in the beginning of his way, 
before his works of old. 

23 I was set up from everlasting, from the bcgimiing, or 
ever the earth was. 

24 When there were no deptlia, I was brought forth ; when 
tfmre were no fountains abounding wdth water. 

25 Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was 
I brought forth : 

26 While as yet he had not made the efirth, nor the fields, 
nor the highest part of the dust of the world. 

27 When he prepared the heavens, I was there : when he 
set a compass upon the face of the depth : 

28 When he established the clouds above: when he 
strengthened the fountains of the deep ; 

29 When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters 
should not pass his commandment : when lie appointed the 
foundations of the earth : 

80 Then I was by him, as one brought up with him : and I 
was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him : 

81 Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth ; and my 
delights were with the sons of men. 

82 Now therefore hearken unto me, 0 yo children : for 
blessed are they that keep my ways. 

88 Hear instruction, and bo wise, and refuse it not. 

84 Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at 
my gates, waiting at tlie posts of ray doors. 

85 For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain 
favour of the Loan. 

86 But he that siuueth against me* wrongeth his own soul : 
all they that hate me love death. 

BfiFLECTroys upok Pkov. vin. — The fruits which grow upon the 
tree of wisdom are delicious to the spiritual taste, infinitely bene- 
ficial to the soul, and more to be valued than the richest of earthly 
treasures. How to think of those plans of mercy, and of 

those purposes of salvraon, which were contrived and formed for 
^be deliverance of a fallen world, myriads of ages before the founda- 


tions of the earth wore laid ! Tho love of Christ to sinful men b* 
anoient as eternity. As the delights of tho 8oii of Qod from all 
eternity were with tho sons of men, may Jesus ever bo the delight 
of our soul, and may the heart be filled with a Divine and superlative 
regard. The true testimony of love to Christ is keeping his com- 
mandments and walking in liis ways. How delightful it is to see 
tho young, and the men of hoary hairs, walking in those ways of 
faith and obedience which at last lead to tlie abodes of tho blest. 
How amiable, 0 Lord, are thy tabernacles ! If we are found watch- 
ing at the gates of Gospel ordinances on earth, wo shall be found at 
lust before tho throne above, adoring worshippers of God and tho 
Lamb. 


PRAYER. 

^ LORIOUS Jehovah, we adore thee as the only Lord God. 

We acknowledge thee in the eternity of thy being, and 
in the immutability of thy nature. 

Exalted Saviour, wc adore thee as God equal with the 
Father. From eternal ages thou didst exist with tlie Father, a 
sharer of all the blessedness and glory of uncreated Divinity. 
Before the mountains were settled, before the bills thou wosl 
brought forth. When thy Divine Father prepared the heavens 
thou wast there. When he appointed the foundations of tho 
earth, thou waat by him, as one brought up with him. Glory 
to thy name, that in those periods of eternal antiquity thou 
didst rejoice in the habitable parts of the earth, and thy 
delights were with the sons of men. Hallelujahs of praise he 
for ever ascribed to thy name, that thou didst undertake our 
cause before the commencement of creation, and that in the 
fulness of time thou didst actually appear iu our world in 
thy humbled Iiumauity, to complete the purposes of eternal 
sovereignty and love. 

We tlmnk a gracious providence for the mercies of the past 
night and of this morning. Wc laid ourselves down upon our 
beds, and our sleep has been sweet. W(i tliank thee that we 
have awoke in the land of the living and iu the place of hope, 
and that we have not opened our eyes in the abodes of tlie 
lost and in the world ol’ despair. Wc seek the countenance 
and assistance of our God in all tlie duties and engagements 
of' this day. Give us tliat blessed frame and disposition of 
mind which will lead us, in all wc do, to seek the glory of 
God. 

We supplicate the blessing of God on what we have now 
read. Give us grace to relish the fruits of wisdom, and may 
we consider them better than gold } yea, than fine gold. Lord, 
make us trees of righteousness; then we shall bring fortli 
fruit honourable to thee, and profitable to our own souls. Lord, 
destroy in our minds tliat natural and powerful attachment 
wc feel to the fruits of sin. 

Deliver our children and servants from a natural love to 
sinful pleasures, 0 convince them thaty though sweet to the 
taste, they are spiritual poison, and destructive to the souL 

Blessed Jesus, wc acknowledge thee as a Divine, a wise, 
and a merciful leader. Wc would now commit ourselves to 
thy guidance, that we may be led in the way of righteousness, 
and in the midst of the paths of judgment. Lord, give us an 
increasing love to thy ways. Form within us a powerful love 
to the ways of faith and the ways of obedience. We seek a 
stronger attachment to thine ordinances than we have ever 
felt. We lament that we have so little valued thy courts, and 
so little improved thy sanctuary. Holy Spirit, enable ns to 
bear the voice of Christ, and teach us to watch daily at his 
gates, and wait at the posts of his doors. May we and all our 
relatives esteem a day iu thy courts better than a thousand 
any where ^Ise. In thine ordinances may we find life and 
obtain favour of the Lord. 

Pardon the sins of our holy things, hear our prayers, and 
bless our souls, for Jesus^ sake. Amen. 

4 F 2 
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FORTY-SECOND WEEK.-SATURDAY EVENING- 


HAPPINJSSS OP SALVATION. 

Oottcuqe, NewBdJdehm. Alpha, Lanffdon, 

\ I Ni)ULGENT God ! to thco 1 raiscj 
A My Spirit, fraufflit with joy uml pruine : 
Grateful 1 bow before thy throne, 

My debt of mercy there to own. 

2 lUvcrs, doEcending, Lord ! from thee, 
Perpetual glide to solace me : 

Their varied virtues to rehearse 
Demand an everlasting verso. 

3 And yet there ia, beyond the res! , 

One stream — the widest and the bt-si— 
Salvation ! lo ! the purple flood 
Rolls rich with my Redeemer’s blood. 

4 I taste— delight succeeds to woo ; 

I batho— no waters cleanse me so ; 

Such joj' and purity to share, 

I would remain enraptured there. 


1 TIMOTHY TV. 

}f{vistcrial Jhifitfi. 


Francis. 


"VT OW the Spirit speaketli expressly, that in the latter times 
A V some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing 
•pirits, and doctrines of devils J . . . 

3 Speaking lies in liypocrisy : having their conscience 
seared with a liot iron ; | 

3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to alxstain from 
meats, which God hath created to he received with thanks- 
giving of them which believe and know the truth. 

4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be 
refused, if it be received with thanksgiving : 

5 For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 

6 If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these, things, 
thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished np 
in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whercunto thou 
hast attained. 

7 But refuse profane and old wives* fables, and exercise > 
thyself rather unto godliness. 

8 For bodily cxercisfe profiteth little : but godliness is pro- 
fitable unto all things, having prouiiso of the life tliat now is, 
and of that which is to come. 

9 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation. 

10 For therefore we both labour and siifl'er reproach, 
because we trust in the living God, who is the saviour of 
all men, specially of tliose tliat believe. 

11 These things command and teach. 

12 Let no man despise thy youth ; hut he thou an examjdc 
of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, 
in faith, in purity. 

18 Till 1 come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, 
to doctrine. 

14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given 
thee by prophecy, with the laying on of tlie hands of the 
presbytery. 

15 Meditate upon these things ; give thyself wholly to 
them j that thy profiting may appear to all. 

16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine ; continue 
in them ; for in doing this tliou shalt both save thy thyself, 
and them that hear thee. 

REFiiKOTiONs UPON 1 TiM. IV. — ^Wlmtovcr others do, may we stand 
fast in the faith, rejoicing in tbo gr(‘at doctrim^s of tlio Trinity in 
unity, the unity in Trinity, tho Divinity and righteousness and 
atonement of Christ, and the work of tho Spirit, essontiully necessary 
for regenerating tho soul, for commimicating and preserving grace, 
and for preparing believers for entering tho heavenly kingdom, and 
taking their place amid tho countless multitude of pure and happy 
spirits, who are before the throne of God and the Lamb. \Yheu we 
third: of the foolish, pro&no, and destructive errors and heresies into 


I t r linn miiv wo rcfoice with great thankfalncsi 

•which mflny have fato to see, «sd know, and 

I that wc have Jo spiXal intercoms and feUow- 

love, and enjoy the trn . ^ minds of each 

ship of behovm, ® Qospol there is a rich treaauro 

othcrbywayof remomhrMca intn ,4ich should pass in daily 
of tho most j pic of God ; thus their graces wifi 

review before the minds of ^ 1 1 fruitful ; their consola- 

becomo ?heir Lnformity to tho Divine likeness 

tion, joy, and pea nrenaradon for tho heavenly kingdom ad- 

be promoted, and their prepa PmilraiRt “Mv soul 

ranccd. ° an^^ fatness, when I remember 

wTls: 

PRAYER. 

A LORD, thou art the living God, and the Saviour of all 
U men, especially of those who believe. Wc acknowledge 
that we arc by nature dead in trespasses and in sins; and we 
come to thee, the living God, that we rnay obtain spiritual 
life. Graciously unite us to Jesus Christ; then shall wc 
derive from him, as our head, that life of grace on earth 
which will be followed by a life of glory in heaven. 

Wc tliank thee, O Lord, for the Holy Spirit. Wc rejoice 
that the Holy Gliost speaks in the Holy Scriptures ; and we 
pray that the Divine Spirit may take the Word of life, 
through it speak effectually and savingly to our hearts. We 
lament that so many erroneous opinions have appeared m 
various ages, in direct opposition, to the mind and will of the 
spirit of truth. 0 heavenly Father, cause the light of truth 
to shine with increasing brightness, and may all the clouds of 
heresy and error disappear before its glorious rays. As false 
teachers arc so diligent in disseminating error, and corrupting 
the minds of men, make thy ministers equally diligent in 
disseminating Gospel truth, and advancing the eternal in- 
tercets of the souls of men. 

We tliank thee, 0 Lord, for all the good creatures of thy 
providence wliich thou hast brought within our reach. Let us 
not full into the sin of abusing thy good creatures ; but may 
we receive them with thanksgiving, and find that they arc 
sanctified and blessed by the Word of God and prayer. May 
all of us live under the purifying influence of the Gospel of 
(flirist, and may wx he nourished up in the words of faith and 
good doctrine. Give us unfeigned godliness, wdiicli is the fruit 
of the Divine Spirit, and wliich is profitable unto all things, 
liaving the promise of the life tliat now is, and of that which 
is to come. ' 

Impart to our dear children the unspeakable blessings of 
true godliness. We seek not for them earthly wealth or 
earthly greatness ; bat we supplicate true godliness^ that in- 
heritance which shall continue during an endless immortality. 

Give to our aged friends all the consolation and support in 
the evening of their days which unfeigned godliness never 
fails to bestow. Lord, enable us all to be examples of Chris- 
tian grace. May all around us have reason to say, They have 
been with Jesus. O that we may be examples in worn, and 
in conversation, and in a spirit of charity, faith, and purity. 
Graciously instruct us in the important exercise of medita- 
tion. O that the doctrines of the Gospel, and the mysteries 
of salvation, and the holy precepts of the Most High, were 
more frequently the subjects of our devout and believing 
meditation I 

Wc present our thanks for the mercies of the day, and for 
the mercies of the week. May the guilt of our weekly sins, 
and of all our sins, be washed away by the merit of our 
Saviour*8 blood. Watch over us as a family this night, 0 
prepare us for the solemnities of thy day. All we ask is for 
Jesus* sake. And may the grace of tho Lord Jesus Christ bo 
with us all. Amen. 




VfKTL.'ii 



FOaTY-THIRD WEEK.— SABBATH MORNING. 


BLsmiNos or the charitable. 

iHcXw StruL lUfuge, JVeiif SalhcUh, t * •* 

1 ^HRICE happy man who fears th^;iKM^ ' . ^ ^ * 
^ Loves his commands, and 

Honour and peace his days att$^ » " " " . 

And blessings to his seed ; • 

2 Compassion dwells upon rhil iniiid/ 

To works of mercy s^.^p)inc4; 

He lends the poor so^e .jpiiiB^idnt aid, 

Orgives them, not* W^ reptdd. / ' • “ ^ 

3 When times grow: dittij and tidings sfaread ' 
That fill his ne^bhurs rmihd with d^ 

His heart is arm^ %atost ‘th^.fQar, 

For God with jftU h^j^powet! is there. 

4 His soul, wdl the Lo^d, ; 

Draws heavenly .pourage from wojrd ; 

Amidst the sli^^ rise, . / 

To cheer his h and Woss his oyes. , Watts, Ps. i 


I m possessed of true wealth. Hero they have the wealth 
the soul is satisfied, exalted, and blessed ; and 
the treasures of glory, represented by 
righteousness, by fulness of joys and 
<^^^d actions, fumisli 
wealth of grace, and 
of tbo treasures of glory, 
an fho soul is con- 

bondage to liberty, and 
frooidcatlito^, : take place 

when the beliefei' (i faiadd ekirth w luiEVeii ! 




rSAEM'CXII. ■-" •; 

' ■ • The ffdtiA'Mim. ' , • • 1 

P RAISE ye the Lonn, Btonaed u the^miei /An/ fi^aneth 
the Lorp, /Aa/ ddiighteth greatly in hia ooRinmniments. 

2 His seed shall be m'i^ty mpou earth ; the gene^tioh of 
the upright shall be.%iess^. . ' r 

8 Wedth and riohea $h(M be )in his boulo: t end hoA rig^r 
cousness endureth for -e^er: 1 ^ ^ 

4 Unto the upright there ariaOth l^^ m the.dahkness: He 
is gracious, and fullof eatupassion, arid righteous. 

5 A good man s^iewir^b &Vour, and: lehdeth : he 'mil guide 
his affairs with discretion. . . , 

6 Surely he shali hot .he moved; for ever: the righteous 
shall be in everlastihg remembrance. » 

7 He shall not he afraid of evil tidings; his. heart is fixed, 
trusting in the Lorp; > ; . : 

8 His heart is estaUished, be ahaU not be afraid, until he ' 
see Aw rfmre upon Me enemies. 

9 He hath dispersed, h© hath given to th© poor.; his rigbt- 
cousness endureth fbr ever; hii horu' shall be exalted w4tii 
honour. ' - . ? * ' ^ , 

10 The wicked shall sec it, and be gtievid ;. he shall gnash 
with his teeth, and melt away: the. desire of th© '^ickod^shaU 
perish. ' 

PSALM exiii. 

Profiting Owh . 

P RAISE yc the Lorp. l^ise, 0 ye servants of the Lorp, 
praise the name of the Loiip. 

2 Blessed be the name of the Lorp from this time forth 
and for evermore. - 

8 Prom the risii^ of the sun unto the going down oS, the 
same the Lord^s napu^ w to be praised. 

4 The Lord is high above all nations, and his glory above 
the heavens. ^ . 

5 Who is like unto the -L mp, our God# ^who dweHetb on 
high, ' • s’ • ' . . ' . , ^ ^ ^ 

6 Who humbleth. te bdiold /Aa that ore in 

heaven, and in the eip^hl : . ‘ ^ 

7 He raiseth up the poor out of the diist, and lifteth the 
needy out of the dunghill ; 

8 That he may set him with princes, even with the princes 
of his people. 

9 He maketh the barren woman to keep house, and to be a 
joyful mother of children. Praise ye the Lord. 

Rbeleciioeb 'TOON' PsALUs cxii., cxiii. — ^Whilc othera seek tlieir 
enjoyment in the perishing objects of time, may our minds be filled 
with a holy, loving, filial fear of God. May our delight be in the 
law of God, and may we meditate upon it with joy day and night. 
Then we shall be like a tree planted by the side of a flowing stream, 
and bringing forth his firuit in his season. Only they who aro 


LORY’to the aame lejlfitite Spirit, for the 

return of anbtljWv^*^ 0^ IW"*® to our God, 
that we aro not a^seROtl^ .togfcihrir i».eiu^ in the worship 
of false gods, but thar^e^airt prostrate in 

hitntble adoration the «iijg!b^ God, Only Jehovali, 

who is the God of salvRtioni imA^^ho nJafla Ao heavens and 
the earth. 

O Divine Spirit, give .tWi^ K'ri^O that we 

prewnt those Mpimtions said' , petition our God 

win accept; aiid tlatVe miyjproifejwt^^ that 

is artreeabkWi%''^#piitt.3™A« wAo-'A 
. O Lord, thoii ;^'l;dgh i^bote kingdoms 

of the world are ]|«OiMbnteAi;'thyfh^,',i^^ dispose of 

them and of thcir rulers at^fiing to thy wise tod sovereign 
win. Thy glory ’fiUiHhe earth, said i^y gloil;^.'i8 above the 
heavens. No aVchadigel can eopefeive heigbt-of thy glory, 
nor the grandeur of .thine infipite arid linoreiitcd majesty. 
Who is lilttf '.unto 'thee, who dwellest oil htih ! Notwith- 
staridmi tbe ,infilutiely lofty throne of glory’ arid of power 
whie^rfli^’ dost '4ill;rin thy ^at corideseerimbn thou dost 
hun|[ble thya^ to li^tild. the Giings that are in heaven and in 
'th^earthV Sinoe itjs.rii act of condescenston i^i thee to take 
notifee bf 'tbe mt^t 'diiltfed of angels, O hdw inconceivably 
great thy eondestieril^ori in takirif nbtiro of 'B^bn man, and 
mrdvidirig .fw him 'a ' Savipur„by whom he be rescued 

the'. iriiteirieB 'bt hel^' Mid^ bbtain a title" to the joys of 
he^^I Thou ait' t^e sqyereigh disposer of the lot of man. 
,'lPmces thdu ^bi^ ’batt into the lowest degradation, and 
pmaons bf.the ibt^.d^ree thou dost elevate tb distinguished 
honbriif ’idid ' We praise thee , that, spiritually con- 
sidered, thou 2^1 raise abject, fallen man, placed in the most 
humiliating chfbumatarices bf sin and guilt, and raise him by 
thy grace to the enjioyriwritibf the distinguished honour and 
blessedness of salvation, This d^y, by means of a preached 
Gospel, may many who' are* now the abject slaves of corrup- 
tion and-sin be raised by thy spirit out. of the dust, and may 
they be set with' princes, even the princes of the land. 

0 convince our dear children that a life of^ain is not only 
a U/e 'af dkng^ibut a l\fe of misery and dtsgrace. Ogive 
them no rest tiU they have fled to Jesus, ivho is willihg to 
raise them fJhm the depths of guilt, and place them on the 
sife and blessei. htighjs'' ^ Salvation. Lord, teach our ser- 
vants to t^e and praisiliM mtlyihey breathe thy holy spirit. 

During this Sabbath, may the character ana nature and 
state of multitudes undergo a saving change. May many be 
instructed to fear the Lord, and greatly to delight in his com- 
mandments. Give them that righteousness which endnreth 
for ever, namely, the righteousness of Christ imputed, and 
the graces of the Spirit implanted. O that all of us were 
upright, that we were gracious, and fiiU of compassion, and 
righteous. 

Assist our minister, and all thy servants, in the solemnities 
of thy house. Prepare our minds for entering thy sanctuary ; 
and all we ask is for Jesus the Mediator’s sake. Amen. 

Our Father which art iu heaven, &c. 

m 



POllTY-THIRD WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING, 


IDOLATEY HlsyHOVED. 
J)9V€r9d(dt, Warrington, Wortham. 

1 "^OT to ouraelvefl, who aro but duat, 

Not to ourselveB ia glory due, 
Eternal God, thou only just, 

Thou only gracious, wise, and true. 

2 The. God we serve mamtains his throne 
Above the clouds, beyond the skies, 
Through all the earth his will be done, 
Ho knows our groans, he hears our cries. 

3 But the vain idols they adore 

Are senseless shapes of stono and wood ; 
At beat a moss of glittciring ore, 

A silver saint, or golden god. 

4 0 Israel, moke the Lord thy hope, 

Thy help, thy refuge, and thy rest; 

'The Lord shall build thy ruins up. 

And bless the people and the priest. 


Watts Pt. i IX 

^SALM CXV. 

Vanity of Idols. 

OT unto US, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name 
give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth’s sake. 

2 Wherefore should the heathen say. Where is now their 
God? 

3 But our God is in the heavens : he hath done whatsoever 
he hath pleased. 

4 Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men’s hands. 

6 They have mouths, but they speak not : eyes have they, 

but they see not : 

6 They have ears, but they hear not : noses have they, but 
they smell not : 

7 They have hands, but they handle not; feet have they, 
but they walk not; neither speak they througli their throat. 

8 They that make them arc like unto them ; so is every 

one that truateth in them. ‘ 

9 O Israel, trust thou in tlie Lord : he is their help and 
their shield. 

10 O house of Aaron, trust iu the Lord : he is their help 

and their shield. ^ 

1] Ye that fear the Lord, trust in the Lord ; he is their 
kelp and their shield. 

32 The Lord hath been mindful of us: he will bless us; 
he will bless the house of Israel ; he will bless the house of 
Aaron. 

13 He will bless them that fear the Lord, small and 
great. 

14 The Lord shall increase you more and more, you and 
your children. 

15 Ye are blessed of the Lord which made heaven and 
earth. 

16 The heaven, even the lieavens, are the Lord’s ; but the 
earth hath he given to the children of men. 

17 The dead praise not the Lord, neither any that co 

down into silence. ® 

18 But we will bless the Lord from this time forth and for 
evermore. Praise the Lord. 


Boteotionb UPON Psalm cxv.— Saints delight to give Christ all 
tho glo^of thoir salvation; and they rejoice in being debtors to 
free, noh, and sovereign grace for all they are, for all they have, and 
for ^ they oxp^t to enjoy. Ungodly men ore compJeto strongera 
to the pea^ and consolation which hcliovors derive from tho assur- 
ance, that God is ever near them to give them his counsel and help 
Wo have abundant reason to rejoice in the exalted views the inspired 
rolumo gives of God, as reigning over the heavens and tho canh iu 


his wisdom, power, justice, and goodness. How lusignij&cant ore tHe 
mightiest of earthly potentates when compared with Christ, of whom 
it is said in his Divine sovereignty, ‘‘The heavens are thy throne, 
and the earth is thy footsto* >1 !” Let us rejoice that the dark clouds 
of idolatry are removed froni our land, and that we enjoy the cheer- 
ing light of a blessed Gospel-day I 


PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, thou art God alone. Thou art in the 
heavens, ruling over all the shining ranks of angels and 
archangels, of principalities and powers. In all ages thou 
bast done whatsoever thou hast pleased ; none can stay thy 
hand, or say unto thee. What doest thou ? The gods of the 
heathen are gold and silver, the work of men’s hands. They 
have the outward form of living beings, but are only lifeless, 
helpless, lying vanities. They that made them are like unto 
them ; so is every one that trusteth in them. Thy peculiar 
and most glorious residence is the heaven of heavens. The 
heaven, even the heavens, are the Lord’s : but the earth thou 
hast given to the children of men. 

Wc would unite in our expressions of thanksgiving^ and 
praise for the mercies of another day, and of another Sab- 
Ijath-day. We thank thee for the exercise of our reason and 
the enjoyment of health, without which wo could not have 
waited on thee our God. Glory to thy name, that we were 
not assembled in a heathen temple, and that we have met in 
a Christian sanctuary : that we did not assemble to fall pros- 
trate before dumb idols, the workmanship of men’s hands; 
but that wc met to fall down and worship and praise the God 
and Father of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who made 
the heavens. O that we may be blessed of God, who made 
heaven and earth ! We thank the Holy Spirit for all that 
assistance communicated to thy ministers in dispensing the 
truth, and for all that assistance given to thy people in receiv- 
ing it. Wc adore the gracious power of God, which has this 
' day raised dead souls to life, and set at liberty some of Satan’s 
captives. There is joy in heaven over one sinner that rc- 
peiiteth : O that we on earth may join our grateful praise with 
angels in heaven in ascribing honour and glory to the God of 
salvation, for delivering the poor sinner from the dominion of 
sin, and for bringing him under the reign of grace. 

Merciful God, wc would commend to thy gracious sym- 
pathy all vyho love thy name, and who have been prevented 
from attending thy courts by bodily afflictions. We rejoice, 
and may they rejoice, that thy gracious presence is not con-' 
fined to the public sanctuary of praise. Comfort them in 
their abodes of suffering. Give them grace to trust in the 
Lord, who is their liclp and shield. Lord, help them; Lord, 
cielend them^. If they are poor, supply their temporal wants 
out of thy fulness ; and if they are friendless, raise up for 
them human friends and pious friends, who shall minister to 
their temporal necessities; but, above all, may they cleave 
closely by faith to Jesus, their Divine, their unchanging friend 
the friend that sticketh closer than a brother, and who lives 
when all other friends are numbered with the dead We 
rejoice, 0 Lord, that thou art mindful of thy minister^, that 
thou wilt hlcM the house of Israel, and that thou wilt bless 
the liouse of Aaron. And we praise thee that thou art mind- 
I ful of thy people, and wilt bless them evermore, 

o"** ^ear children, and 
teach thmi to rejoice that they do not dwell in a land of idol- 
atry and graven imayes. ^nao/ioot- 

providential care this night. 
Hear our imperfect supplications, and foririve our 
W sake, the Lamb that was sliin. a2 ' 

^ f-t i-i ... 


Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 


FORTY-THIRD WEPA.- 


MONDAY MORNING. 


INVITATIONS OF VTISBOM. 

iVeto Vidory. MMcnaty, c. m. 

1 T 0 ! wisdom stands with smiling face, 

" And courts us to her arms ; 

Who can resist the wondrous grace, 

And slight her powerful charms ? 

2 She, generous, holds out to our sight 

Riches which shall endure ; 

Not sparkling rubies half so bright, 

Nor ^est gold so pure. 

3 Eternal pleasures fill her train, 

Pleasures which never cloy ; 

* Come, drink of bliss unmixed with pain, 

And taste celestial joy. 

4 Immortal crowns she now displays, 

And thrones beyond the skies : 

Accept her blessings while she stays, 

And seize the glorious prize. 

^ Doddbidqe. 

PROVERBS IX. 

Oalhi of Windomf and EnticemenlB of Folly, 

"TITISDOM hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her 
seven pillars : 

2 She hath killed her beasts ; she hath mingled lier wine ; 
she hath also furnished her table. 

8 She hath sent forth her maidens : she crieth upon the 
highest places of the city, 

4 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither : as for him that 
wanteth understanding, she saith to him, 

5 Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I 
have mingled. 

6 Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of 
understanding. 

7 He that reproveth a scoriier getteth to himself shame : 
and he that rebuketh a wicked man gctleth himself a blot. 

8 Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee : rebuke a wise 
man, and he will love thee. 

9 Give instruction to a wise w«/i, and he will be yet wiser : 
teach a just man, and he will increase in learning. 

10 The fear of the Loud is the beginning of wisdom : and 
the knowledge of the holy is understanding, 

11, For by me thy days shall be multiplied, and the years 
of thy life shall be increased. 

12 If thou be wise, thou sbalt be wise for thyself : but if 
thou scornest, thou alone shalt bear it, 

13 A foolish woman is clamorous : she is simple, and 
knoweth nothing. 

• 14 For she sitteth at the door of her house, on a scat in 

the high places of the city, 

15 To call passengers who go right on their ways ; 

16 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither : and as for him 
that wanteth understanding, she saith to him, 

17 Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is 
pleasant. 

18 But he knoweth not that the dead are there ; and that 
her guests are in the depths of hell. 

Rsvhotxohb upon Pbov. IX. — Who can conceive tlic suitableness 
or the richness of the Gospel feast } It is prepared in the Church of 
God, for the refreshment and salvation of nations. The humanity 
and offlioes of Christ, the blessings of his purchase, the doctrines of 
the Gospel, the precepts of the law, and the promises of inviolable 
truth, are ^e Divine dainties with which the feast is enriched. How 
kind is it m God to send forth his ministers to invite the simple, 
the foolish, the profane, the wanderers, and the lost, to sit down 
among the guests, and b^me the heirs of heaven ! Glorious day, 
when all nations shall partake of the feast prepared for all people ! 
How blessed are those femUies who are united together in their 
admiration of^Cbrist, and who are assooiated together in partaking 


of the bonntiM provision of the Gospel-feast! In this imperfect 
state reproofs ore often necessary ; and when they are administered 
to me seasonably and affectionately, lot me receive thorn with thank- 
fulness and huinility; then I shall grow in learning and in wisdom. 
How dreadful the doom of those who are deluded by tho society of 
the foolish ! Their destination, if mercy prevent not, is tho depths 
of hell. How short-lived are carnal, forbidden pleasures ! Most 
grievous are tbeir present effects, in alienating tho mind from God, 
in unfitting tho soul for his service and enjoyment, and in loading 
down to tho gloomy chambers of eternal death ! 


PRAYER. 

f \ LORD our God, we praise thee that, under all our infir- 
^ mity, weakness, impurity, helplessness, and unworthiness, 
there is a throne of grace, filled by a God of boundless mercy 
and compassion, and that we are always welcomed and en- 
couraged to draw near, and supplicate mercy to forgive, and 
grace to help in every time of need. Thy great goodness, O 
Lord, reminds us of our great sinfulness. We have not suffi- 
ciently valued our privileges, and we have not sufficiently 
improved them. We have reason to wonder that they have 
not either been withdrawn from us, or we removed from 
them. O let not our case resemble that of Capernaum of 
old, whose situation at the judgment-day sliall be worse than 
that of Tyre and Sidon, which cities long ago would haVe 
repented in dust and in ashes, if they had possessed tho 
Gospel privileges which we have so long enjoyed and so sin- 
fully abused. 

We praise tbee for tliy patience and forbearance. Accept 
our thanks for the mercies and ordinances of the past Sab- 
bath. We thank thee for thy day, thy house, thy ministers, 
and thine ordinances. Receive the tribute of our gratitude 
for thy continued kindness during the past night, and fulfil 
in our experience this day tby promise, which wo find needful 
' r the things of the body as well as for those of the soul ; 

1 Avill instruct thee, and teach thee in the way which thou 
sbalt go ; 1 will guide thee with mine eye. May all our stops 
be ordered by the Lord, and ever may we delight in his way. 

We thank God for what we have now read of the calls of 
wisdom, and the enticements of folly. Give us grace to accept 
the one and to reject the other. We confess our natural 
aversion to wisdom's invitations ; O destroy, in thy mercy 
destroy this aversion. We confess our natural attachment to 
the enticements of folly : O destroy, in thy compassion destroy 
this blinded attachment, and open our eyes to see the danger, 
the disgrace, and the ruin which must attend tho service of 
folly and of sin. 

Lord, wo praise thee for the building of mercy, which 
wisdom has contrived for perishing souls : and we praise thee 
for the rich and delicious feast of salvation, of which, simple, 
wandering, perishing sinners are permitted to partake. Enable 
each one of us to accept the kind and affectionate invitations 
which are addressed to us. We are simple ; enable us to turn 
in to the building of mercy ; we are naturally without under- 
standing, but at mercy's call may we forsake the foolish and 
live ; may we eat of the bread of life wliich wisdom has pre- 
pared, and drink of the wine which wisdom has mingled. 

O Lord, convince our dear children of their simplicity^ 
their ignorance^ their folly, and their weakness. O teach 
them most vigorously and promptly to resist the entice^ 
ments of folly. 

Have mercy on all the blinded sons and daughters of 
carnal pleasure and sinful mirth. Open their eyes to see 
that the dead are in the house of folly : and that her former | 
guests are now in the depths of hell, bewailing their misery | 
in endless despair. Lord, hear our prayers and forgive our ' 
sins, for the sake of Jesus, who is the Lord our righteousness. | 
Amen. 

m 




FORTY-TIITUD WJSEK.— MONDAY EVENING 


$ubm(mnon. 


CONTENTxMKNT. 
Qjcenden, Scotch Church, 


Frame, 


0. M. 


F ATHEll, wliato’er of earthly bliss 
Thy sovereign will denies, 

Accepted at thy throno of grace, 

Let this petition rise : 

2 Give mo a calm, a thankful heart, 

From every murmur free ; 

The bhjssings of thy grace impart, 

And make ino live to thee. 

3 Let the sweet hope that thou art mine 
My life and death attend : 

Thy presence througli my journey shine, 
And crown my journey’s end. 


Stkele. 


1 TIMOTHY VI. 

Contentmeutf AvancCt d;c. 

G i ODLINESS with contentment is groat gain. 

^ 7 For we brought nothiiig into this world, and it is cer- 
tain we can carry nothing out. 

8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. 
9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, 
and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
destruction and perdition. 

10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which 
Avkile some coveted alter, they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 

II But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow 
after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 

12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, 
whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good pro- 
fession before many witnesses. 

13 1 give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth 
all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate 
witnessed a good confession ; 

14 That thou keep this commandment u ithout spot, unre-, 
bukeable, nntil the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

16 Whicli in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed 
and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords ; 

16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling iu the light which 
no man can approach unto ; whom no man hath seen, nor can 
sec : to whom he honour and power everlasting. Amen. 

17 Charge them tliat are rich in this world, that they be 
not high-minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the 
living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy ; 

18 That they do good, that they be rich in good works, 
ready to distribute, willing to communicate ; 

19 Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation 
against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal 
lifb. 

20 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, 
avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science 
falsely so called : 

21 Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. 
Grace be with thee. Amen. 

Heflections urox 1 Tni. vi. — That mau is poor indeed who 
possesses great earthly treasures if he is destitute of a contented 
heart. He who has tho grace of contentment, even iu connection 
with privation and sufiering, bos a present inheritance more precious 
than silver and gold, and ho is the heir of an imperishable inhe- 
ritonoo beyond the J orduu of death, which ho shall enjoy for ever. 
There are several humiliating circumstances connected with tho 
birth of man. Ho is bora helpless and feeble, unconscious of his 
oxistenoe, ©very faculty of his soul fast asleep, and sin slumbering 
in his bosom ready to awake and burst forth when the mental powers 
are developed : thus wo entered this world with a legacy of sin. 0 
when we leave this world, may wo depart in the possession of a 
092 


rich lecacy of grace ! It is truly delightful to <*>«* « a 

Kmoious provXce on which wo ore dependent ft* eyo^ temporal 
STand that we are fed every day at the table of providence, and 
dotlZd every day out of tho wardrobe of providence. How monjr 
2,uls are losTby the unhallowed, idolatrous lovo of ear^y Ajwte! 
To gain wealth is nothing unless wo gam grace; to gam kin^oma 
is nothing if wo lose heaven. Let the groat object of our ambition 
be to seek the kingdom of heaven first, and ererythmg else will be 
added which our heavenly Father considers wUl prove fbr his glory 
and our good. The unhallowed lovo of earthly thmgs is a moral 
pestilence, which has destroyed its thousands and tens of thoMands. 
If we receive the wisdom which is from above, we will no© from it 
as wo would escape from the devouring fiames. 

PRAYER. 

G GLORIOUS Immanuel, wc bless thee for those adoring 
^ expressions which the inspired Apostle has recorded under 
the direction of the Holy Spirit, and which we are now per- 
mitted to employ, in acknowledging thy Divine glory and 
thy mediatorial majesty. Thou, O Jesus, art tho blessed and 
only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords. Thou 
only hast immortality in a sense in which it can belong to no 
creature, and in a sense in which it can only belong to thee, 
the uncreated Jehovah. Thou dwellest in light which no man 
can approach unto. Thou art possessed of glorious excellences, 
which no man hath seen or can see. To thee, iu common with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, we ascribe honour and power 
everlasting. 

We desire, O Hearer of prayer, with grateful hearts to 
approach the mercy-seat, and present our expressions of 
thankfulness for the mercies of the day. While we thank 
thee for blessings which perish in the using, may we have 
reason to praise thee for those mercies which shall endure for 
ever. Continue thy providential kindness and protection this 
night; and may we be ever kept by him who keepeth Israel. 
O prepare us for that heavenly and perfect state, where the 
eternal vigour and the blessed perfection both of soul and 
body, shall render repose and rest for ever unnecessary. 

Holy Spirit, may the dew of thy grace accompany what we 
have now read. Give us a high estimate of godliness, and 
may wc seek it in preference to all earthly honours and to all 
earthly treasures. Lord, give us Christian contentment, that 
we may fully approve of the lot thou hast prepai*ed for us, and 
that wc may earnestly seek the Divine and promised blessing 
on all the events of a sovereign providence. Deliver us from 
a sinful love of the comforte of life. If we have food and 
raiment, make us therewith content. Treserve us from tho 
most destructive sin of covetousness. Open our eyes to see, 
and open the eyes of covetous men to see, the most certainly 
fatal consequences of an unhallowed desire to accumulate 
earthly treasures ; that it leads to temptations and snares, and 
plunges the soul into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which 
drown men in destruction and perdition, 

Lordy have mercy on onr childreny preserve them from tho 
love of money ; O give them the love of grace. May they 
daily seek Christy the pearl of ^reat price, 

God grant that all of us may be the good soldiers of Jesus. 
Under the direction of the Spirit may we fight the good fight 
of faith, and lay hold on eternal life. Have mercy on all our 
relatives, and may they and we ever follow after righteousness, 
godliness, faith, lovo, patience, and meekness. 

Such of our relatives as are rich, preserve them from being 
high-minded ; let their confidence not be placed in riches, but 
in Christ. Make them ready to do good, ready to diatriUte, 
and willing to communicate. O enable all of us to lay up 
in store for ourselves a good foundation for the time to coma 
Heax our prayers, for Jesus' sake ; and may thy grace be mill 
us, for ever and ever. Amen. 



FORTY.THIED WEBK.—TUESDAY MOENINQ. 


OUR PAEBENT IMPERFECT KNOWLEDGE. 

JZ'cduIiMi. MaiyUbone. CkanumutL c. m 

1 ^PHY way, 0 God* is in the sea; 

Thy paths I cannot trace ; 

Nor comprehend the mystery 
Of thy unbounded grace. 

2 Here the dark Ycils of flesh and sense 

My captive soul surround, 

Mysterious deeps of providence 
My wondering tlioughts confound. 

8 'WTxen I behold the awful hand 
My earthly hopes destroy, 

In deep astonishment 1 stand. 

And ask the reason why. 

4 As through a glass I dimly see 
The wonders of thy love ; 

How little do I know of thee, 

Or of the joys above ! Fawcstt. 


PROVERBS X. 

Virtues and Vtcet, 

^HE Proverbs of Solomon. A wise son makcili a glad 
father : but a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother. 

2 Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness 
delivereth from death. 

3 The Lord will not suffer the soul of the righteous to 
famish : but he casteth away the substance of the wicked. 

I 4 He becometh poor that dealcth wi//i a slack hand ; but 
the hand of the diligent maketh rich. 

5 He that gathercth in summer is a wise son : dui he that 
sleopeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame. 

6 Blessings are upon the head of the just: but violence 
covereth the mouth of the wicked. 

7 The memory of the just is blessed : but the name of the 
wicked shall rot. 

8 The wise in heart will receive commandments : but a 
prating fool shall fall. 

9 He that walketh uprightly walketh surely : but he tliat 
perverteth his ways shall be known. 

10 He that winketh with the eye causeth sorrow : but a 
prating fool shall fall. 

11 The mouth of a righteous man is a well of life: but 
violence covereth the mouth of the wicked. 

12 Hatred stirreth up strifes : but love covereth all sins. 

13 In the lips of him that hath understanding wisdom is 
found : but a rod is for the back of him that is void of under- 
standing. 

14 Wise men lay up knowledge: but the mouth of the 
Abolish is near destruction. 

16 The rich raan^s wealth is liis strong city: the destruction 
of the poor is their poverty. 

16 The labour of the righteous tendeth to life : the fruit of 
the wicked to sin. 

17 He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction : but he 
that refuseth reproof erreth. 

18 He that hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that 
uttereth a slander is a fool. 

19 In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin : but 
he that refraineth his lips is wise. 

Reflections upon Peov. x. — I ncolculablo is tho joy of pious 
parents when their children are adorned by heavenly wisdom. No 
language can depict the base cruelty of those children who bring 
down the grey hairs of thoir parents with sorrow to the grave. Tho 
happiness of our world much depends upon the dutiful obedience 
of children to thoir parents. Calamities numerous, extensive, and 
overwhfdming, mkj easUy be traced to the disobedience of children — a 
fountain lyhich sends forth the most bitter streams of suffering and 
angoirii My soul, beware of the unhallowed love of gain, seeing 
that treasures sinMly obtained are the chains which will for evejr 


bind the soul in the captivity of hell. Blessed are tho righteous; fbi 
they are tho oljeots of the care of a special Providence, and are 
encnroled by the arms of eternal love. Let tho young, in the spring* 
time of their life, seek the cultum of Divine grace; then their 
summer will be beautiful with the flowers of holiness, and their 
harvest will bo laden with tho fhiita of eternal lifo. A righteous 
man is employed on earth in sowing precious seed, which no stormy 
tempests shall be able to dostroy ; and this seed shaU be productive 
of a harvest of glory, which shall be reaped for over in heaven, 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, wc desire that we may lie enabled at 
this time, with godly fear, and with filial confidence, to 
approach thy Divine and gracious presence, and to ascribe to 
thcc, the hearer of prayer, the glory and honour due unto tliy 
name. We are, by thy good providence, permitted to enter ou 
another new day. Holy Spirit, enable us to direct our prayer 
unto God, and look up. We thank thee for the mercies of 
the past night; that we have been preserved, that we have 
been refreshed by sleep, that we have arisen from our beds in 
health and peace ; and, above all, that we are permitted to fall 
prostrate before tho throne of grace, and address thee as o\ir 
Father who art in heaven. We seek thy spirit, to teach us to 
set a high value on time, and ever to be impressed with the 
connection between time and eternity. Enable us to improve 
time, and therefore to begin and spend and conclude this day 
with God. Prepare us for the duties, trials, and difficulties 
of the day. Preserve us from the evil of sin, that it may not 
grieve us ; and, when tribulations fall to our lot, may we have 
the animating hope of passing triumphantly through all these 
tribulations, and at last reaching the heavenly kingdom. 

Bless the wise counsels we have now read : and open the 
eyes of every member of our family to see their excellence and 
suitableness. 

Make our children wisCi that they may rejoice ikeir 
parents^ heart ; and may they never become the slaves and 
servants of folly. God forbid that they should bring down 
the grey hairs of their parents with sorrow to the grave. ^ 
Lord, pity those parents whose children arc blindly pursuing 
the ways of folly, to their own destruction. May the hand of 
mercy arrest them in their career of sin, and may the resistlcM 
grace of the Holy Spirit change their heart, and fill their 
souls with heavenly love. 

Prevent us, O Lord, from loving or seeking the treasures of 
sin ; but may we seek after an interest in thy love, and in thy 
promises, and in the righteousness of thy Son — the only trea* 
sures which can profit us travelling along the vale of life, and 
the only treasures which can deliver us in the day of death. 

O give us wisdom every day to think upon our last day ; and 
every day to look to Jesus for that blessed salvation which 
will enable us triumphantly to pass through the day of our 
dissolution, and wing our flight to the regions of immortality 
where pain and sin and death are for ever unknown. 

Convince all of us of the unspeakable advantages of un- 
feigned godliness. Lord, make us righteous, and may we be 
indeed separated from the w»orld lying in wickedness ; then 
thou wilt not suffer our soul to famish. May our minds be 
suitably affected with the unspeakable, the irreparable loss 
which those sustain, and must through eternity endure, who 
live without an interest in Christas atoning saorifice, and who 
die under the wriith of an offended God. Lord, give tw dili- 
gence, not only in our worldly calling, but in our spiritual j 
duties. Let it not be found, when we. come to die, that we 
have been all our life asleep, as it respects the objects of tho 
soul and an eternal world. 

In the name of Jesus we present these our suppHcatiouf, 
and for his sake we implore the pardon of all our sms. Amen 
and amen. 
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FORTY-THIBD WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


VICTORY OVER l^EATH. 

Coletham, A me* Carey' 9* p« m. 

1 A grant me, Lord, in death to find 
^ That death in swallowed up in tlux* ; 

While on thjr loring breast reclined, 

I long for immortality", 

Purchased by thine expiring groan, 

And f(?el it in iny heart made known. 

2 Ah, Saviour, now in me reveal 

Th<5 etcnial life thou dost bestow, 

And when my mortal foe I feel, 

I’ll trample on my niort^ foe, 

Into thy hands my spirit give, 

And long as my Iti^deeraer live. C. WRa.BY. 

2 TIMOTHY I. 

Paul's Love to Timofhy, 

P AUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ by tlie will of God, ac;- 
cording to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus, 

2 To Timothy, my dearly beloved son : Grace, naercy, and 
peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

3 1 thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure 
conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee 
in my prayers night and day ; 

4 Greatly desiring to sec thee, being mindful of thy tears, 
that 1 may be filled with joy ; 

5 When 1 call to rcmeiiilirancc the unfeigned faith that is 
in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandraotluir Lois, and thy 
mother Eunice ; and I am persuaded that in thee also. 

6 Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the 
gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. 

7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 

8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our 
Lord, nor of me his prisoner : but be thou partaker of the 
afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God ; 

9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to his own purpose 
and grace, which was given us in (Christ Jesus before the world 
began ; 

10 ]lut is now made manifest by the appearing of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolishal death, and hath 
brought life and immortality to light through tlie gospel : 

1 1 Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, 
and a teacher of the Gentiles. 

12 For the which cause 1 also suffer these things: never- 
theless I am not ashamed : for 1 know wlioin I have believed, 
and am persuaded that ho is able to keep that which I have 
committed uuto him against that day. 

13 Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast 
heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 

14 That good thing whicli was committed unto thee keep 
by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us. 

15 This thou knowest, that all they which arc in Asia be 
turned away from me; of whom arc Phygellus and Hermo- 
genes. 

10 The Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; 
for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain : 

17 But, when he was in Home, he sought me out very 
diligently, and found me* 

18 The Lord grant uuto him that he may find mercy of the 
Lord in that day: and in how many things he ministered unto 
me at Ephesus, thou knowest very well. 

Eeflectiovs npoK 2 Tim. i. God’s promises are a blessed and 
delightful expression of his will ; they are an invaluable treasure laid 
up in Christ; and if Christ is ours, these promises are ours. May 
the sacred fir© of holy, Christian love glow in out bosom ! Wherever 
it exists it calls forth holy w'ishes, and devout and earnest prayers, 
in behalf cf those, on whom that love is placed. Communion of 


saints is a spiritual ordinance, and a most useful pri^ege* There 
is a time to weep, sometimes-to shed teari! of pemtential sowow ; and 
at other times to shed tears of love, of thankfulness, and of joy; such 
tears are valuable in Christ’s estimation, and such teaw are profitable 
to those who shed them. Jesus is represented as putting them m his 
bottle 08 the most precious and fragrant ointment: and such tears 
are followed by a rich harvest to the soul. They who sow in tears, 
it is promised, shall reap in joy. Pious parents are a most valuable 
inheritance ; multitudes of children have been converted to Jesus by 
' means of parental instruction, and in tmswer to earnest parental 
I prayer. It has been well and justly remarked, that ‘though grace 
; docs not run zu the blood, it often runs with it ; ^ though it is not 
i given by liereditary descent, it often accompanies it. God has groat 
respect to his promise, that ho will take the children in the place of 
the fathers, and make them noble princes in all the earth. It is 
endearing, the natural relation of parents and their children ; but 
infinitely more so when accompanied with grace. 

O LORD our God and Father in Christ, thy glory fills 
the earth, and it is above the heaveiis. The heaven of 
heavens is the throne of thy glory. O how infinitely glorious 
are thy perfections, and with what transcendent brightness 
does thy glory shine in all thy works ! Thou art infinitely 
worthy to he praised with the rapturous and everlasting 
songs of men and of angels, for thou hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they are and were created. Wo ore the 
creatures of thy wisdom, power, and goodness; and may we 
ever remember with the liveliest interest that thou hast formed 
118 for thyself, to show forth thy praise. But our consciences 
tell 118 that we have not glorified thee as we ought. Alas, 
much of our lives has been actually spent without glorifying 
thee at all, we have not only neglected to honour thee, but we 
have actually dishonoured thee. We acknowledge that wc 
have had no fruit, no real enjoyment in those parts of our lives 
of which wc have now abundant reason to be ashamed, 
j We seek thy fatherly pardon of all our sins, through the 
meritorious a^^oi.cment of our Saviour Jesus Christ. May the 
offences of this day be forgiven, and may the continuance of 
temporal comforts and spiritual mercies produce on our minds 
sanctifyii-g effects. We commit our bodies to thy care this 
night, and we would place confidence in thy mercy. O enable 
118 , with Paul the apostle, to commit ourselves to the gracious 
care of our heavenly Father, as our covenant God in Christ. 

Wc thank our God for the faculty of conscience which is 
implanted within us. Sanctify our conscience, that ,it may 
daily reprove us for sin, and aroufie us to the diligent discharge 
of duty. Like Paul, may we serve God with a pure conscience. 

Lord, give our children a tender conscience, and may they 
hearken diligently to the voice of conscience ; and when con- 
science warns and reproves, may they remember that it is the 
voice of God speaking withm them. 

Gracious God, give us a taste for religious observances, and 
may we be the partakers of religious joys. We have the 
profession of the faith of the Gospel : O may our faith bo 
unfeigned, like that of Timothy. We thank thee in behalf of 
all our relatives who are the partakers of grace. We bless 
thee for the rich inheritance of grace which thou hast given 
them, and we praise thee for all the benefits we have denved 
from their wise counsels, holy example, and earnest prayers. 
Glory to thy name, 0 Jesus, that thou hast appeared in our 
world, and that thou hast abolished death by thy death, and 
hast brought life and immortality to light by thy Gospel. 
Bless our aged friends, who have the* near prospect of passing 
through the valley and shadow of death. Deliver from 
the fear of death. May they believe tljut throuirh Chriat they 
are even now delivered from the sting of death/ 

Graciously hew our feeble prayers and foigive oxv riiw. for 
Jesus sake, our Saviour and Intercessor. Amen, 


FOaTY-TIUED WEEK.^^WEDNBSDAY MORNING, 


l AITH RKVITING, 

Uaye$» CkajtcU JVitiburif Leigh. y, u. 

1 I^ROM whence this fear ttnd unbelief? — 

Hast thou, 0 Father, put to grief 
Thy spotless Son for me ? 

And will the righteous Judge of men 
Condemn mo for that debt of sin, 

Which, Lord, was charged on thoe I 

2 Complete atonement thou host made, 

And to the utmost farthing paid 

Whatever thy people owed; 

How then con wrath on me take place, 

If sheltered in thy righteousness, 

And sprinkled with thy blood ? 

If thou hast my discharge procured, 

And freely, in my room, endured 
The whole of wrath Divine ; 

Payment God cannot twice demand, — 

First at my bleeding Surety’s hand. 

And then again at mine. Anon. 

PROVERBS XIV. 

Virtuca and Vices, 

E very wise woman builcleth her house : but the foolish 
plucketli it down with her hands. 

2 He that walkcth in his uprightness feiireth the Lord ; 
but he that is perverse in his ways despiseth him. 

8 In the mouth of the foolish is a rod of pride : but the 
lips of the wise shall preserve them. 

18 Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful ; and the end of 
that mirth is heaviness. 

14 The backslider in lieart shall be filled with his own 
ways ; and a good man shall be satisfied from himself. 

16 The simple believeth every word : but the prudent man 
looketh well to his going. 

16 A wise man feareth, and doparteth from evil : but the 
fool rageth, and is confident. 

17 He that is soon angi*y dcaleth foolishly : and a nuiii of 
wicked devices is hated. 

18 The simple inherit folly : but the prudent arc crowned 
with knowledge. 

19 The evil bow before the good; and the wicked at the 
gates of the righteous. 

20 The poor is hated even of his own neighbour ; but ilic 
rid) hath mauy friends. 

He that despiseth his neighbour siiinetli : but he that 
liath mercy on the poor, liappy is he. 

22 Do they not err that devise evil ? but mercy and trutli 
shidt be to them that devise good. 

28 In all labour there is profit: but the talk of the lips 
iendeth only to penury. 

24 The crown of the wise is their riches : hut the foolish- 
ness of fools is folly. 

26 A true witness delivereth souls : but a deceitful witness 
speaketh lies. 

26 In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence : and his 
children shall have a place of refuge. 

27 The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, to depart 
from the snares of death. 


‘ Reflectiows upok Prov. XIV. — Wisdom and grace give to a family 
greater happiness and security than riches and honour. The folly of 
parents will entail infamy and misery upon their descendants, which 
‘ often continue through many generations. Tho fear of God is asso- 
ciated with the loveliest , graces, and the want of it attended with 
the most loathsome crimes. Pride exposes to the greatest dwger, 
while humility end prudence form around the soul a barrier of 
defence. we would escape from the pestilence, so should wo 


ovoid the society of tho foolish, whoso language and example so 
rapidly spread abroad the infection of sin. As indolence in my 
temporal concerns would involve me in perplexity and lead to ruiii, 
how carefully should I avoid indolence in the concerns of my soul, 

I which may lead to the miseries of eternal woe ! As sin is tho 
greatest evil, let me never think lightly of sinful acts, which are so 
offensive to God, and may bring down tho irresistible vengi*nnce of 
heaven. How blessed ore they who seek grace, which is sulEcient 
to comfort the heart amid the most bitter of earthly sorrows ! 

PRAYER, 

l^ERCIFUL Lord God, day after day, and night after 
-LYL night, proclaim thy goodness. We desire with thank- 
ful hearts to praise thee that we have been preserved during ' 
another night, and have been permitted to sec tho light of 
another morning. We find that it is pleasant for our bodily 
eyes to behold the light of the natural sun ; may we find it 
infinitely more pleasant to our souls to behold the enlivening 
beams of Christ, the Sun of righteousness. This day may 
our meditations rise up to the heavenly world, where tho 
1 redeemed enjoy, and where wc hope in fellowship with them 
to enjoy, unspeakable blessedness and felicity in beholding 
tliy countenance, and in seeing the Lamb in the midst of the 
throne shining brighter than the sun in his strength. 

May thy Word reflect on our minds the light of Christ. 

As the return of the sun dis[)el8 the shades of night, O may 
thy blessed Word be instrumental by the Spirit in dispelling 
all the dark clouds of ignorance, unbelief, doubts, and fears. 
We seek the blessing of our God to attend us during the day. 
May our lives show that wc are really under the practical and 
saving influence of the words of w isdom wc have now read in 
the volume of inspired truth. 

As a family may wc be closely united by the bonds of Chris- 
tian affection. May our love to each other not only be that 
which arises out of our natural relation, but may it be that I 
which is spiritual and sacred, arising from our mutual interest 
in Christ as our God and Saviour. Never allow, O Lord, the 
thorns of discord to spring up amongst us. May our house 
be established upon the foundations of Christian love, and 
may wc never resemble the foolish woman, who plucketh 
down her house with her hands. O that every njcmbor of 
our family may be a living stone in that noble edifice, the 
Church — that glorious structure that never can be pulled 
down — that temple of whieli Jesus is the chief corner-stone. 

Preserve our dear children and servants from scelch?ff 
after the j)erishing enjotjment of sinful jjleasure and unhal- 
lowed joy. Convince them that all these joys are mingled 
with the hitter curse of thy displeasure ; and that, \f they 
arc not for,sakeny they will he followed hy the miseries of 
hell, 0 ajfect their minds with this solemn truth. 

Gracious God, enable us to subdue all our angry passions. 
May wc sec that to be soon angry is not only a mark of the 
greatest weakness, but that it also exposes the soul to the 
greatest danger. May w'c be angry with sin ; and may we bo 
angry, and sin not. Lord, j)re8erve us from the sin of back- 
sliding. We have been often chargeable with this sin: O 
forgive our past backslidings, and suffer us no longer and no 
more to wander from thee our God. 

Give us faith ; and, if we have faith, strengthen our faith, 
revive our faitli. In thee, 0 Lord, may we have strong con- 
fidence. Give us strong confidence in thy love, in thy power, 
and in thy truth. May we look on Jesus with the eye of 
faith, and then sing, How can we sink with such a prop ? O 
Jesus, thou art our place of rc^fugc, and to thee we fly, and in 
thee we shall be for ever safe. 

Lord our God, hear our imperfect prayers, and forgive oiir 
sins, for Jesus' sake, who is worthy of the praises of saints 
and the adoration of angels. Amen. 

4 G 2 


PORTY-THIRD WEEK. — WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


CNBEUEF REPKOVED. 

Blourport ArehangeL EagU Street, Betheeda. 

1 / \ MT distrustful heart ! 

^ ^ What ! must I always doubt ? 

Btill must I feel this smart, 

And thus be tossed about ? 

Did Jesus once upon theo shine ? — 
ITien Jesus is for ever thine. 

2 Immutable his will, 

Whatever bo thy frame. 

His loving heart is still 
Unchangeably the same : 

My soul through many changes gooii — 
llis love no alteration knows. 


Hammond. 


2 TIMOTHY II. 


Victory over Death, 

rilHOU therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus. 

2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall 

able to teach others also. 

3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ. 

4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the aflhii’s 
of this life ; that he may please him wlio liath chosen him to 
be a soldier. 

5 And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not 
crowned, except he strive lawfully. 

6 The husbandman that labourcth must be first partaker of 
the fruits. 

7 Consider what I say ; and the Lord give thee understand* 
ing in all things. 

8 Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was 
raised from the dead according to my gospel : 

9 Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto 
bonds; but the word of God is not bound. 

10 Therefore I endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that 
tliey may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus 
with eternal glory. 

11 // is a faithful saying : For if we be dead with him, ure 
shall also live with him : 

12 If we suffer, we shall also reign w ith him : if we deny 
him, he also will deny us : 

13 If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful : he cannot 
deny himself. 

14 Of these things put them in remembrance, charging 
them before the Lord that they strive not about words to no 
profit, but to the subverting of the hearers. 

16 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth. 

24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive ; but be 
gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 

25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves ; 
if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknow- 
ledging of the truth ; 

20 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare 
of the devil, who arc taken captive by him at his will. 


RxvtxcnoNS UPON 2 Tim. n. — There is in Jesus a boundless ful- 
ness of graoe. Bo wo possess grace ? Let it bo our daily exorcise 
to seek more grace, and to pruy that the grace which w'e possess 
may bo more vigorous, active, and fruitful. We should earnestly 
pray, that the king and head of the Church would increase the 
number of faitbM labourers, filled with wisdom, shining with grace, 
and apt to touch. All saints oro soldiers in Chiist’s army; and 
tm 


ministorB are spiritual officers in this 

required to show an example of 

to those committed to their oare, and whom 

lead and guide in tho Christkn warfare. Aw we (W s wldiers » 

Has he won our hearts ? Then, rel^g on him, we shall tread on 

the Uon and the adder, and we shaU be more than conquerors 

through him that loved us. 

PRAYER. 

0 LORD our God, thou art the governor among the nations. 

Thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms 
of the earth ; thou hast made heaven and earth. Thou art 
God in heaven, and rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of 
the heathen? and in thine hand is there not power and might, 
so that none is able to withstand thee? O thou blessed and 
only Potentate, who hast the sovereign control of all nations 
and thrones, exercise thy gracious power, and hasten the day 
when all the kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdom 
of our Lord and of his Christ. Jesus, thou king of Zion, take 
to thee thy great ])Owcr and reign. Wc long for the arrival 
of that period, when all people and nations and languages 
shall serve thee, and when the kings of the earth shall esteem 
it their greatest honour to be thy subjects, and their greatest 
enjoyment to devote their influence and lives to thy glory. 

We acknowledge thine undeserved kindness we have this 
day received. Forgive the imperfect manner in which we 
have discharged religious duties ; and give us grace to lament 
that our thoughts are so much occupied with the objects of 
the body and time, and so little engaged with the objects of 
the soul and eternity. Mercifully watch over us this night. 
Preserve us, O Lord, for in thee do we put our trust. 

We seek grace from our God, if we have not yet received 
it. If we have tasted that God is gracious, make us strong 
in the grace that is in Christ. Make us strong in grace to 
perform duty, to resist temptation, to surmount obstacles, and 
to conquer enemies. Raise up faithful ministers to labour iu . 
ihy Church, and who shall be able to teach others. Enable 
them to endure hardness as the good soldiers of Jesus Christ. 
Make us all the good soldiers of Christ, tho captain of our 
salvation ; and may we furnish the most satisfying evidence 
to all around that we arc studying to please him who hath 
called us to his service. Lord of light and wisdom, give us 
understanding in all things. Give us a saving knowledge of 
the great plan of salvation, and a saving acquaintance with 
the doctrines of the Gospel. Enable us to maintain a lively 
remembrance of the resurrection of (Christ, and may we see 
in this event a blessed demonstration of the sonship of Christ, 
and of the Divine authenticity of his Gospel. 

Lord, sanctify all the afflictions of thy saints, and in par- 
ticular the afflictions of thy ministers. May they be instru- 
mental in stirring up the careless and graceless to flee to 
Jesus for mercy ; and may they be the means of promoting the 
edification of thy people. Should any of us be ever called to 
endure suflPering for (Christ or his cause, enable us to count it 
all joy ; and may we be comforted by the animating promise, 
that, if we sufler with him, we also shall reign with him. We 
pray that we may be preserved from unbelief. God forbid 
that we should be among the number of those who believe 
not. If we do believe, increase our faith. Thy truth, O 
Lord, cannot be aifected by our unbelief. Thou abidest 
faithful ; thou canst not deny tfiyself. 

Lord, give our children faith, that they may be recovered 
out of the snare of the devil, and no longer be carried captive 
by him at his will. 

We present these our humble and imperfect prayera before 
thy gracious throne. Lord, hear us, for Jesus^ aake^ the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. Amen. 


FOUTY.THIRD WBEK.—THURSDAY MORNING. 


IS THIS THY KINDNESS TO THY FRIEND? 
Kmsey* AlphcL Moffdakn, 

1 UUT, ah! my inmost spirit mourns; 

" well my eyes with tears may swim, 
To think of mjr perverse returns ; — 

I've been a faithless friend to him. 

2 Often my gracious Friend I grieve, 

Neglect, distrust, and disobey : 

And often Satan^s lies believe 
Rooncr than all my Friend can say. 

3 Sure, were not I most vile and base, 

I coiild not thus my Friend requite ; 

And were not he the God of grace, 

He'd frown and spurn me from his sight. 


Nswton. 


PROVERBS XVII. 

Virtues and Vicea, 

"DETTER is a dry morsel, and quietness therewith, than an 
^ house full of sacrifices with strife. 

2 A wise servant shall have rule over a son that causetli 
shame, and shall have part of the inheritance among the 
brethren. 

8 The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold : but 
the Lord trieth the hearts. 

4 A wicked doer giveth heed to false lips ; and a liar giveth 
ear to a naughty tongue. 

6 Whoso mocketh the poor reproacheth his Maker: and 
lie that is glad at calamities shall not be unpiuiished. 

6 Children's children are the crown of old men ; and the 
glory of children are their fathers. 

7 Excellent speech becometh not a fool; much less do 
lying lips a prince. 

8 A gift is as a precious stone in the eyes of him that hath 
it ; whithersoever it turneth, it prosperetli. 

9 He that covereth a transgression seeketh love; but he 
that repeateth a matter separateth ve?y friends. 

10 A reproof entereth more into a wise man than an hun- 
dred stripes into a fool. 

11 An evil man seeketh only rebellion ; therefore a cruel 
messenger shall be sent against him. 

12 Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a man, rather 
than a fool in his folly. 

13 Whoso rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart 
from his house. 

14 The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out 
water: therefore leave off contention, before it be meddled 
with. 

16 He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth 
the just, even they both a?x* abomination to the Lord. 

16 Wherefore is there a price in tlie liand of a fool to get 
wisdom, seeing he hath no heart to it ? 

17 A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for 
adversity. 

18 A man void of understanding striketh hands, and be- 
cometh surety in the presence of his friend. 

19 He loveth transgression that loveth strife ; and he that 
exalteth his gate seeketh destruction. 

20 He that hath a froward heart findeth no good : and ho 
that hath a perverse tongue fallcth into mischief. 

21 He that begetteth a fool doeth it to his sorrow ; and the 
father of a fool hath no joy. ^ 

22 A meny heart doeth good like a medicine : but a 
broken spirit drieth the bones. 

Bbfleoxions upon Pbov. xvn. — What an enjoyment — ^peaoo with 
God, peace of conscience, and peace in our habitations ! The splen- 
dour of palaces, the sumptuous delicacies which are spread upon the 
tables of pxinoes, never can repay the want of peace.— Little do 


rebellious sons think of the infamy they are bringing upon iheit 
own heads. — In every part of the journey of life may I feel im* 
pressed with the conviction that I am under the eye of Omnisoienco, 
and that God trioth the heart. — How odious, as well os ii\jurious, 
the lymg tongue I over may I be preserved by integrity and truth, — 
Peculiarly hateful to the eye of God are they who rejoice at the 
calamities of others. If wo have no compassion for others in their 
afflictions, what will be our doom, when placed before the tribunal 
of a righteous God, by whom nations are weighed I Great is the 
influence of a gift ; but who can calculate the effect produced by 
Christ, the unspeakable gift of eternal love ! All who possess it 
are blessed with prosperity, which will last when suns and moons 
shall shine no more. 

PRAYER. 

W E adore thee, O Lord, as almighty. Thou art as able 
to form a world, as thou art to form a particle of dust. 
Thou art as able to form an archangel, as thou art to form 
the smallest insect. With thy wisdom there is no peiplexity, 
and with thy power there is no difficulty. In thine hand is 
power and might, and in thine hand it is to make great, and 
to give strength unto all. What Ood is there iu heaven and 
in earth, that can do according to thy works, and according 
to thy might? Blessed be God, for wisdom and might are 
his. Comfort thy weak and doubting saints with believing 
views of thy power, thy wisdom, and thy grace. Bring home 
to their hearts this sweet declaration. Hast thou not blown ? 
hast thou not heard, that the everlasting Ood, the Lord, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is 
weary? there is no searching of his understanding. Holy 
Spirit, apply with gracious efficacy to the souls of thy people 
these animating, these consolatory declarations. 

We unite as a family in expressing our humble acknowledg- 
ments for the mercies of the night. While many have been 
deprived of rest by anguish of their minds, and others by the 
pains of their diseased bodies, thou hast not only given iw 
protection, but thou hast afforded us repose. When we die 
may the grave be a bed, and not a prison for the reception of 
our bodies; and through the blessed atonement of Christ may 
heaven be a prepared mansion to receive our disembodied and 
happy souls. Give us grace to glorify thee this day : whether 
we eat or drink, whether we engage in relirious duties or in 
our usual temporary avocations, O may we be enabled to do 
all to the glory of God. 

Divine Redeemer, we adore thee as the friend of man, as 
the sinner's friend, as a loving friend, as a friend of the most 
unparalleled disinterestedness, and as a friend who loveth at 
all times. There is no friend like thee. Thou art an un- 
changing friend ; the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. 
Thou art an almighty friend, encouraging weak saints to lean 
upon thine omnipotent arm. And thou art a friend of the 
most tender compassion ; for as a father pitieth his children, 
so thou, O Lord Jesus, dost pity and comfort and bless them 
who fear thee. Divine Saviour, enable us to receive thee as 
our loving, our saving friend. O give us that faith by which 
we shall even now receive thee as our only friend, our best 
friend, our everlasting friend. 

Give our beloved children grace to look upon thee and 
to take thee as their friend. The time may soon arrive 
when we shall be separated from them by death. Be thou 
their friend, and the want of earthly parents shall be infinitely 
made up. 

Lord, comfort all the aflfiicted. Mav sufferers who have no 
grace have recourse to Jesus iu their auctions ; then they will 
find a brother bom for adversity; yea, bom to be the com- 
forter of those who are surronndea by the dark clouds of 
adversity. And give thine afflicted people greater confidence 
and joy in Jesus as their elder brother. Graciously hear 
our prayers and forgive our sins, for the Saviour^s sake. Amen* 


FOaTy-THIBD WEEK.— THURSDAY EVENING. 


INSrrRATION OF fHB SCllirTUIlES. 

Lvutm. WamUmter, Ayliff Street, L. M. 

J ^''p'W'AS by an order from tlio Lord 

The ancient jirophcts epoko his word ; 

His Spirit did their tongues inspire, 

And warmed tlieir hearts with heavenly lire. 

Sj The works and wonders which they wrought 
Confirmed the messages they brought ; 

Tlie prophet's pen succeeds his breath, 

To save the holy words from death. 
a Great God, mine eyes with pleasure look 
On the dear volume of thy book ; 

There my lledcemer’s face I see. 

And read his name who died for me. WAnti, Ifil, R //. 

2 TIMOTHY III. 

PcTHoidoTi of tlbe Trvik, 

^pHIS know also, that in the last days perilous times shall 
come. * 

2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, 
iKiasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthank- 
ful, unholy, 

3 Without natural affection, truce-breakers, false accusers, 
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that arc good, 

4 Traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God ; 

6 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power 
thereof: from such turn away. 

6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and 
lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers 
lusts, 

7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge 
of the truth. 

8 Now as Jamies and Jambres withstood Moses, so do 
these also resist the truth : men of corrupt minds, reprobate 
concembg the faith. 

9 But they shall proceed no further : for their folly shall 
be manifest unto all men, as their^s also M as. 

10 But thou hast fully known ray doctrine, manner of life, 
purpose, faith, long-suffering, charity, patience, 

11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at An- 
tioch, at Iconium, at Lystra ; what persecutions I endured : 
but out of them all the Lord delivered me. 

12 Tcea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
sufler persecution. 

13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving, and being deceived. 

14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned 
and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned 
them ; 

15 that from a child thou hast known the holy scrip- 
titfes, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faitli which 18 in Christ Jesus, 

fi. M “ripture M given by inspiration of God, and is pro- 
ptable tor doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
HI righteousness : 

• of God may be perfect, throughly fur- 
nished unto all good works. ^ ^ 


sion of oomipt opinions in opposition to the purity of Gospel* tru^ 
Let such enemies beware, lost the day amva wh^ thw te 
driven away in their wickedness, and be romofed from the face of 
the earth without hope in their death ! God observes and watohet 
the movements of the enemies of the truth : he says, ** Hi^erto 
Bhalt thou go, and no further;*' and if mercy prevent not, will, in 
the day of just retribution, visit them with everlastum destruotioii 
from his presence, and from the glory of bis power. Let us r^'oico 
that the truth of the Gospel remains sure. It is a sun which shall 
never sot — a sun whose glory shall never bo extinguished. 


Hkfusottons upon 2 Tim. in. — Times may bo perilous, and events 
threatening; but stnctly spooking, the 
** I'orilouH, and the Cliureh is never in 

bSt L Church is 

mlt on the liock of ages, and can defy every enemy and with- 

by the dclUBioM of sm. bewitched by the ohanns of eertbWn^ 

&"tosterlo by hi. corrupted pas^Xnd 

r i s? V .X ^ »an is Hke the doubled sea. 

agitetion the mire of hatcftil and oontamina^ 
puliulmm Enmity agamst God shows itself in the voluntary di^ 


PRAYER. 

O LORD, thou art the mighty God, and the God of salva* 
tioii. Who among the sons of the mighty can be likened 
unto the Lord ? The Lord on high is mightier than the noise 
of many waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the sea. Thou 
art the great and mighty God, the Lord of hosts is thy name. 
In thy providence, thou hast furnished illustrious displays of 
thy might and of thy wisdom, in overturning the plans of the 
enemies of thy Church, in laying restraints upon them, !n 
taking away their power, and in bringing down upon their 
heads deserved vengeance. 

We assemble in a family capacity around thy gracious 
throne. We acknowledge thee as the fountain of all our 
mercies, and as the source of all the comforts we have this 
day enjoyed. Forgive the sins of our heart, our expressions, 
and our actions this day chargeable upon us. We desire this 
night to repose with confidence in thy providential care, that 
thou wilt suffer no evil to befall us, nor any plague to come 
near our dwelling. Keep the arms of thy protection around 
all our relatives and friends. If there are any of them tried 
with affliction, O fulfil in their experience those promises, 
which breathe such comfort and peace : When thou passest 
through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest 
through the fire thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the 
flame kindle upon thee : for I am the Lord thy God. 

* Bless to us, O Lord, what we have now read from thy sacred 
Word. What reason have wc to rejoice that thy Word bears 
as evident marks of being thy word, as the sun of being thy 
workmanship I We would acknowledge with grateful hearts, 
in the language of the Apostle, All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, ' 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness : that the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works: 

Give to our dear children an increasiny love to thine in^ 
spired Word; and may its doctrines be the foundation of iheit 
Jaith, and its precepts the rule of their life. 

Sanctify to our souls what we have now read of the horrid 
depravity the heart, and the dreadful corruption of the life 
ot man. We confess that our hearts contain the seeds of all 
those frightful passions, grovelling lusts, and appalling sins of 
which we have now read. If we have been i^eserved from 
mch heart-re^lting excesses, we take no honour to ourselves 
Not unto us 0 Lord, not unto us, but uuto % namrS “j 
gloiy; for thy mercy and thy truth's sake.^ Lord, have 

“e lovera of their owa 
elves, wrapt up m their own sensual gratification: who are 
’’Outers, bla8phemer8,®unthankful, and un- 

faith, Md love which the Gospel makes knlwa 



POllTY-THIRD WEEK.— FRIDAY MORNING. 


I 


VKAKIKO GOD All, THE DAY. 
KailttmrA. Mdody, BHghihdnuioM. 
^HRICE liapp 7 soul^ who bom from heaven 

•I WIiiIa VAf. f hAW 


C. II. 


While yet thejr sojoum herci 
Humbly begin their days with God, 

And spend them in hU fear. 

2 So may our eyes with holy zeal 
Prevent the dawning day, 

And turn the sacred pages o^er, 

And praise thy name, and pray. 

8 'Midst hourly cares, may love present 
Its incense to thy throne — 

And, while the world our hands employs, 
Our hearts bo thine alone ! 


liOUDRlDQS. 


PROVERBS XXIII. 

Virtuet and Vicet. 

M y son, if thine heart be wise, my heart shall njjoice, even 
mine. 

16 Yea, my reins shall rejoice, when thy lips speak right 
things. 

17 Let not thine heart envy sinners ; but be thou in the 
fear of the Loan all the day long. 

18 For surely there is an end ; and thine expectation shall 
not be out oif. 

19 Hear thou, my son, and ho wise, and guide thine heart 
in the way, 

20 Be not among winc-hibhers ; among riotous eaters of 
flesh: 

21 For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty: 
and drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags. 

22 Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, and despise 
not thy mother when she is old. 

28 Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and in- 
struction, and understanding. 

24 The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice : and 
he that hegetteth a wise child shall have joy of him. 

25 Thy father and tliy mother sliall be glad, and she that 
hare thee shall rejoice. 

26 My son, give me tliine heart, and let thine eyes observe 

my ways. 

29 Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath conten- 
tions? who hath babbling ? who hath wounds without cause? 
who hath redness of eyes? 

80 They that tarry long at the wine ; they that go to seek 
mixed wine. 

81 Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it 
giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright. 

82 At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stiiigeth like an 
adder. 

83 Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart 
shall utter perverse things. 

84 Yea, thou shalt l^e as he that lieth dowm in the midst of 
the sea, or as ho that lieth upon the top of a mast. 

85 They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not 
sick ; th^ have beaten me, and 1 felt it not : when shall 1 
awake? 1 will seek it yet again. 


RstitBOTXOKS UPON Pkov. xxiii. — Binncrs who are living in the 
enjoyment of the glittering splendour of rank, who ore clothed 
WTO purple, and who fare sumptuously every day, ore so fkr from 
bmng the objects of envy, that they are objects of pity. A life of 
sin is foUow^)d by the darkness of eternal despair; but the fear of 
God, though accompanied bjr present soitowb, is followed by the 
refined, exalted, ana eternal joys of heaven. 0 how foolish, how 
infatuated the conduct of those who are not deterred, by the fear 
of hell, firom seeking after unhallowed and lioentious enjoyments ! 
How chould wo mourn over the desolating effects of sin, when wo 


witness beings rational and immortul— -beings whose nature is capable 
by Divine grace of partaking of the Divine likeness, and beings who 
are welcomed to become the children of God and the heirs of heaven, 
literally sunk below the level of beasts by unsubdued lusts, gro- 
I veiling appetites, and hatefhl sensuab'ty! 0 for grace to seek utter 
! the boautios of holiness, which will wine brighter than the stars 
' for ever and ever ! 


I PRAYER. 

I N the name of our exalted Redeemer, we draw near to the 
throne of grace, praying to be thankful for thy kind and 
preserving care of us, O Lord our God, during the past night, 
for which we would adore and magnify thy name. O that 
our soul, and all that is within us, were stirred up by a holy, 
grateful, and Divine impulse to praise thy holy name. O 
Lord, thou art the bountiful preserver of all things. By thee 
all things consist; thou preservest and upholdest all things 
by the word of thy power, and they continue this day accord- 
ing to thine ordinance. 

Blessed Saviour, we need every day a supply of grace for 
our souls, as much as wc require a supply of temporal blessings 
Ibr our bodies. Wc come to thee for both. Lord, supply our 
temporal wants out of the stores of thy providence, ana supply 
our spiritual wants out of the stores of thy grace. O that wc 
may be enabled this day to live in thy fear all the day long. 
Teach us to begin our day, to spend our day, and to end our 
day, under the influence of thy fear. May we not only be 
afraid to offend thee because of thy justice and power, but 
may we, as loving children, be unwilling to offend thee because 
of thy love, thy holiness, thy mercy. 

Deliver our minds from envious and malignant passions. 
Suffer us not to envy sinners their temporal prosperity, seeing 
worldly wealth can never satisfy the desires of man. Suffer 
us not to envy the prosperity of sinners, when we consider 
(.!;• !: iMvfully affecting doom in the world of spirits. Give us, 
and all our relatives, the rich treasure of grace ; then we shall 
enjoy an inheritance Avhich will afford us consolation here, anti 
eternal joy and triumph hereafter. 

We praise thee, O God of salvation, for the hopes which 
the Gospel affords. O that these hopes may bo ours I Placing 
all our expectations on Christ, and on Christ alone, may wc 
hope for the sanctified improvement of all our afflictions, may 
wo hope for an unstinged death, may we hope for an abundant 
entrance being administered to us into the heavenly mansions, 
and may we hope that we shall ever ho with the Lord, Glory 
to Ood in the highest, that such hopes, placed on such a foun- 
dation as the righteousness of Immanuel, God with us, shall 
never be disappoined — that it is an expectation which shall 
not be cut oft’. 

Deeply impress upon the minds of our dear children that 
blessed and affectionate command of the kind Saviour, My son, 
give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways. 

Lord, take our hearts, and suffer not our affections to he 
placed on the sinful and unhallowed objects of the present life. 
Lord, preserve us from every description of in temperance. In 
eating and drinking, may we use, and not abuse, the provi • 
dential goodness of our God. O forbid that we should take 
the good creatures of our God, and make them instruments 
of rebellion against thee. 

Have mercy on those who have fallen into the awful 
temptation, and who have acquired the soul-debasing habit 
of drunkenness. Lord, stop them in their career. Suffer 
them not to accomplish their present and eternal ruin. Shew 
the strength of thy grace, by enabling them to abandon this 
their besetting lust, and by turning them to the fear and ser- 
vice of God. 

Graciously hoar our prayers and forgive our sms, for Jesus- 
sake. Amen. 
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PORTY-THIRD WEEK.— FRIDAY EVENINGi 


ASSURANCE OF HEAVEN. 

PiiMral Ohadwdl, A mCt. c. m . 

1 ‘F|EATH may dissolva my body now, 

^ And bear my spirit homo ; 

Why do my minutes move so slow 
Nor my salvation como ? 

2 With heavenly weapons I have fought 

The battles of tho Lord, 

Finished my course, and kept the faith, 

And wait tho sure reward. 

3 God has laid up in heaven for mo 

A crown which cannot fade ; 

Tho righteous Judge at that great day 
Shall place it on my head. 

4 Kor hath the King of grace decreed 

This prize for mo alone : 

But all that love and long to see 

Tho appearance of liis Son. Watts, 27, B. /. 

^timothy IV. 

PattVa Tinumph in the Prospect of Pcath. 

1 CHARGE ihee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his 
appearing and his kingdom ; 

2 Preach the word ; be instant in season, out of season ; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine. 

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine ; but after their own lusts shall they heap to thera- 
xlves teachers, having itching ears ; 

4 And they sliall turn away their ears from the truth, and 
shall be turned unto fables. 

5 But watch thou in all things, endure afllictions, do the 
work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 

6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my 
departure is at hand. 

7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, T 
have kept the faith : 

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which tlic Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at 
that day : and not to me only, but unto all tliem also that 
love his appearing. 

9 Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me : 

10 For Demos hath forsaken me, having loved this present 
world, and is departed unto Thcssalonica ; Crescens to Galatia, 
Titus uuto Dalmatia. 

11 Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him wdth 
thee : for he is profitable to me for the ministry. 

16 At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men 
forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their 
charge. 

1 7 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strength- 
ened me ; that by me the preaching might be fully known, 
and that all the Cfentiles might hear : and I was delivered out 
of the mouth of the lion. 

18 And the Lord shall deliver me from cvejy evil work, 
and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom : to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

19 Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesi- 
phorus. 

20 Erastus abode at Corinth ; but Trophimus liavc 1 left at 
Miletum sick. 

21 Do thy diligence to come before winter. Eubulus 
' greeteth thee, and Pudeus, and Linus, and Claudia, and all 
the brethren. 

22 The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. Grace be 
with you. Amen. 

Rkflections oroN 2 Tm. iv. — When Jesus appeared in his 
humiliation, ho seemed os a root sprung out of a dry ground, with* 
out form or comeliness ; but at the judgment-dny he will fill t!it: 
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firmament with the brightness of his glory. Shall we appear before 
tho judgment-seat of Christ? Wo shall! Let us then paw llm 
time of our sojourning in godly, filial fear, pr^wng fcr tho oomiug 
of our Lord, and rejoicing in tho prospect of bis appearance. Thr 
prospect of such on appearance, and of such a day, lou^y calls for 
: the greatest activity in Christas service on the part of private Chris- 
tians, and the ministers of the Gospel of truth. Delightful and 
encouraging were tho recollections of tho Apostle, when^ he looked 
back and remembered what he was enabled to accomplish for tho 
Church of Christ ; and how comforting his anticipations when ho 
looked before him, and beheld the gracious and glorious reward ho 
was destined to receive ! 

PRAYER. 

O LOllD our God, we desire that our minds may be solem- 
liiscd in tliy presence, when we consider that thou art the 
omniscient witness of all our purposes, imaginations, words, 
and actions ; and that there is a day approaching when m o 
shall appear before thy dread tribunal. Great Saviour, the 
second person of the adorable Trinity, we acknowledge thee 
in all thy Divine honours as God essential, and we adore thee 
in all thy mediatorial and official honours as the glorified and 
exalted Saviour of men. All judgment is committed into thy 
hand, and at thine appearing and kingdom thou shalt judge 
tlie quick and the dead, and all nations shall be assemble 
before thee as the righteous Judge of all. When that day 
arrives, that great, that solemn day, that day for which every 
other day was made, may we rejoice at thy appearance, lii 
company with those who shall remain on earth, when thou 
the Judge shalt appear in the clouds, may we ascend to meet 
the Lord in the air ; and now, in the exercise of that hope, 
which shall never be cut off^ may wc comfort ourselves with 
these words ; We shall be ever with the Lord. 

Wc desire, O Lord, at the close of the day, to express our 
thankfulness for the temporal and spiritual mercies received. 
Forgive, through the merits of our Saviour^s blood, what thy 
pure eyes have seen amiss in the various duties and avocations 
in which we have been engaged. May a humbling sense of our 
daily infirmities make us long for the arrival of that heavenly 
day when, through the blood of Jesus, we shall exchange sin 
for holiness, when that which is perfect shall have come, and 
when that which is in part shall be for ever done away. 

Lord, let thy spirit ho eminently poured out on all thy 
ministering servants. For the honour of thy name, and for 
the eternal interests of the souls of men, may all thine ambas- 
sadors on the face of the earth, and in particular thy servant 
our pastor, he instant in season and out of season ; and may 
they reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering and doc- 
trine. Have mercy on those hearers of the Word who prefer 
error to truth, and who would rather have their imagination 
pleased than their hearts improved. 

Bring our dear children under the saving power of the Gos^ 
pel of Christ. At an early period may their understandings be 
enlightened with the knowledge of Jesus, the Lamb of God. 

Lord, inspire us with that faith which comforted Paul in tlm 
jirospect of a future state. As he was ready to be offered to 
endure the pains of martyrdom, O' may we be ready to die, and 
depart to be with Glirist, which is far better. When about to 
step from time into eternity, with humility and triumph may 
we give utterance to the l)ie88ed words which the Apostle has 
left on record : Wc have fought a good fight, we have finished 
our course, we have kept the faith : henceforth there is laid up 
for us a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will give unto us at that day ; and not to us only, but 
unto all them that love his appearing. 

We supplicate thy fatherly care this night. Refresh us with 
sleep and repose. Hear these the feeble prayers of this wor- 
5 hipping family, for our merciful Redeemer’s sake. Amen. 


FORTY-THIRD WEEK.— SATURDAY MORNING. 


FRAYKR ron MERCIES. 

^ SertnUy, Arahiok, H^on^osrc. «. 

I ^ PEACH me to feel another’s woe, 

-*• To hide the faxilt I seo : 

Mercy may I to other’s show ; 

, Show mercy, Lord, to me ! 

) Moan though I am, not wholly so, 

Since quickened by thy breath ; 

I 0 load mo, wheresoe’er I go, 

I Through this day’s life or deatli ; 

I 3 This day bo bread and peace my lot ; 

1 All else beneath the sun 

Thou know’st if best bestowed or not, 
i And let thy will bo done ! I'lyic, 

PROVERBS XXX. 

'• Agur'i Confmion and Prayw. 

T he words of Agur the son of Jakch, even the prophecy : 
the man spake unto Ithiel, even unto Itliiel and Ucal, 

I 2 Surely I am more brutish than any man, and have not 
I the understanding of a man. 

i 8 I neither learned wisdom, nor have the knowledge of the 
I holy. 

I 4 Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended ? who 
: hath gathered the wind in his fists? w'ho hath bound the 
i waters in a garment ? who hath established all the ends of the 
I earth ? what is his name, and what is his sou’s name, if thou 
I canst tell ? 

6 Every word of God is pure : he is a shield unto them that 
I put their trust in him. 

■ 6 Add thou not unto his words, lest lie reprove thee, and 

j thou be found a liar. 

j 7 Two things have I required of thee \ deny me them not 
I before I die : 

I 8 Remove far from me vanity and lies : give me neither 
' poverty nor riches \ feed me with food convenient for me ; 
j 9 Lest I be full, and deny thee^ and say, Who is the Loan ? 

I or lest I bo poor, and steal, and take tbe name of iny God in 
i vain. 

' 10 Accuse not a servant unto his master, lest lie curse thee, 

and thou be found guilty. 

I 11 There is a generation that curseth their father, and doth 
! not bless their mother. 

j 12 Thet^e is a generation that arc pure iu their own eyes, 
i and yet is not washed from their filthiness, 
i 17 The eye that moeketh at his father, and despiseth to 
j obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and 
the young eagles shall cat it. 

21 For three things the earth is disquieted, and for four 
which it cannot bear : 

22 For a servant when he reigneth ; and a fool when he is 
filled with meat ; 

I 28 For an odious woman when she is married; and an 
handmaid that is heir to her mistress. 

24 There he foui* things tvhich are little upon the earth, hut 
they are exceeding wise : 

25 The ants are a people not strong, yet they prepare their 
meat in the summer ; 

26 The conies are but a feeble folk, yet make they their 
houses in the rocks ; 

27 The locusts have no king, yet go they forth all of them 
by bands ; 

28 The spider taketh hold with her hands, and is in kings’ 
I palaces. 

} BmiBOTiORB xnpon Pbov. xxx. — Wo never see ourselves as we 
pught till tro arc instructed in lessons of humility and repentance. 

wo mourn over our deficiency in wisdom and knowledge, it 
16 a true evidence that we aro walking in wisdom’s ways, and that 


I our path will be as tho shining light, which Bbiuotii rrioro and more 
I until the perfect day. How inexpressibly glorious tho power and I 
j the majesty of God! All tho elements of nature oio under his I 
I management, and all the events of providence are undei his oontrol. 
j Delightful thought, that the God of creation and providence is the 
j God of grace ! — The purity of the Scriptures, the sanctifying effects 
I which they produce upon tho heart and life by the influences of the 
, Spirit, and tho consolation and relief which they afford to thoso who 
j pnt their trust in thorn, are a plain testimony of their Divine origin — 

; that they como from God. — Hapi>y aro they who aro contented with 
their lot in circumstances of poverty ; and blessed aro they who, in 
circumstances of wealth are humble and thankful, singing, 0 to grace 
i how great a debtor I 

^ PRAYER. 

^ OD of our salvation, we come to thee iu the morning of 
another day, to supplicate thy mercy and adore thy grace. 
Wc acknowledge before thee that we arc in a wilderness, ex- 
posed to many dangers from the corruptions of our own hearts, 
from the snares of the world, and from the temptations of Satan. 
Glory to thy great name that w'c are not left defenceless. Thy 
name, O Lord, is a strong tower, the righteous runneth into 
it and is safe. O put us among the number of the righteous ; 
then shall we run to tliy glorious attributes ; then shall we 
escape to the arms of thy mercy, where wc shall be safe, and 
where no evil can possibly befall ns. Thou hast said, and 
promised, Whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe. 
Give ns grace to put our trust iu thee, and wc shall he safe. 

O Jesus, enable us to trust in tliy love; then we shall ever 
enjoy the unspeakable advantages of thy fellowship. Enable 
us to trust in thy righteousness ; then shall we be delivered 
from the condemnation of thy law. Enable us to trust in thy ' 
promises ; then shall w^e he enriched with the choicest bles- 
sings. Enable us to trust in thy power ; then we shall be able 
to obtain tlie most distinguished victories over all our enemies. 

Wc desire with renewed gratitude to tliank thee for renewed 
mercies. Thou hast given us a new day accompanied by new 
mercies ; O may renewed blessings excite renewed emotions of 
thankfulness, love, and praise. Give us thy grace to honour 
thee in all the engagements of the day, whether of a temporal 
or a spiritual nature. Should we he exposed to temptation, or 
visited by affliction, may we be enabled with Habakkuk to 
sing, The Lord is our strength ; and may wc he animated by 
the promise w hich cheered the heart of the Apostle, wlien tried 
by a messenger of Satan : My grace is sufficient for thee, and 
my strength shall he made perfect in thy weakness. 

Lord, inspire us with that humility and holy repentance 
which Agur felt when he said, Surely 1 am more brutish than 
any man, and have not the understanding of a man. I neither 
learned wisdom, nor have the knowledge of the holy. — We 
have great reason, O Lord, to confess our igiioraiice of things 
Divine ; and that, while the light of the Gospel has been 
sliiiiing so clearly arOund us, our minds are so little illumi- 
nated by its sacred beams. Great have been our privileges, 
but great has been the abuse of our privileges, and great the 
misimprovement of our opportunities. 

Lore/, grant that our dear children may ever be enabled to 
honour and obey their father and mother.^ which is the first 
commandment with promise ; and may we, their parents, 
diligently train them up for Jesus and immortality. 

Have pity on disoheaient children. Open their eyes to see 
their danger, and incline their hearts to forsake their sin. 
Impress upon their minds this awful threatening : The eye 
that moeketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, 
tho ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles 
shall eat it. 

Lord, forgive the imperfect manner in which wo hare 
approached thy tlirone; and hear our prayers, for Jestu’ sake,* 
our merciful and exalted Redeemer. Amen. 
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FORTY-THIRD WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENING. 


SALVATION BY GRACE. 

Wcsterham. HighJbwry College* Cfowlc. c. m. 

1 T^OliB, WO confess our numerous faults, 

How great our guilt has been ! 

Foolish and vain were all our thouglits, 

And all our Hvos were sin. 

2 But, O my soul, for ever praise, 

For over lovo his name, 

Who turns thy feet from dangerou.s ways 
Of folly, sin, and shame. 

3 ’Tis not by works of righteousness 

Which our own hands have done ; 

But wo arc saved by sovereign grace 
Abounding through his Sou. 

Wavi-s, 111, A /. 


look on Jesus and say, “Ho is all our salvation and all out- desiro?" 
Then wo are blessed debtors to Divine grace, aovoroign, rich, and 
free. The Gospel is itself pure and (^tlese, and when iQ>pli«d by 
the Spirit to the soul of man, makes him holy in his heart, and holy 
in his life. An inward belief in its dootrinos is invariably oonneoted 
with the outward visible ornaments of a holy conversation and holy 
actions. The subjects of grace are the most urefhl subjects of earthly 
— they are blessed with gentleness of disposition, gentleness of 
expression, and gentleness of conduct ; they show that they have 
been brought up at Jesus’ feet, and that they are the scholars of him 
who is meek and lowly of heart. True believers think with humility, 
penitence, and shame, on what they once wore, and are filled with 
astonishment and thankfulness for what they now are : what a. 
difference — once they were the children of wrath, now they are the 
sons of God ! 


TITUS II. 

Christ the SanouTM 

I ^011 the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared 
- to all men, 

12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we sliould live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present 
world ; 

13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious ap- 
pearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 

14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniciuity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works. 

15 These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all 
authority. Let no man despise thee. 

TITUS III. 

T>UT them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, 
^ to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work, 

2 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, 
shewing all meekness unto all men. 

3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, 
deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice 
and envy, hateful, and hating one another. 

4 Hut after that the kindness and Jove of God our Savio'^^ 
toward man appeared, 

6 “ 

according 

neration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 

6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour; 

7 That being justified by his grace, we sliould be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life 

8 This is a faithful saying, and th<‘sc things I will that thou 
affirm constantly, that they which lu ve believed in God might 
he careful to maintain good works. ^lUiese things arc good and 
profitable unto men. 

10 A man that is an herctirk after the first and second 
admonition reject; 

11 Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, 
being condemned of himself. 

12 When I shall send Ai'temas unto thee, or Tychicus, he 
diligent to coine unto me lo^icopolis : for 1 have determined 
there to winter. \ 

13 Bring Zeuas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey 
diligently, that nothing be waiting unto them. 

14 And let ouris also Icarii to maintain good works for 
necessary uses, that they he not unfruitful. 

16 All that arc with me salute thee. Greet them that love 
ns in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen. 

RBjrLKcrnoN^ upon Titus n., iii. — There is a great salvation, 
provided at an infinite expense for sinners, even the chief. Have 
our eyes been opened to seo our absolute need of this salvation ? 
Have we received this solvation from tho hand uF mercy ? Cun wo 
602 


PEAYER. 

TTTE adore and praise thee, O Lord, at our creator and 
preserver. What shall we render unto thee Ibr our 
being, our reason, our health, our social and domestic comforts, 
and for the immortal nature with which thou hast invested 
our souls. While we praise thee for these mercies, we have 
infinitely greater reason to praise thee for Jesus Christ, as 
our Saviour from sin, death, and hell. In thine abundant 
mercy thou hast provided a Saviour for lost sinners. In thy 
sovereignty thou hast past by fallen angels, and thou hast 
provided salvation for fallen men. Even so, Father, for so 
it seemed good in thy sight. We bless thee that we arc 
permitted and enabled to sing, in the language of iuspiration, 
This is life eternal, to know thee tho Loi*d, and Jesus Christ 
whom thou hast sent. 

We bless thee, O Lord, that we have an opportunity, at the 
close of the day and at the close of the week, of falling down 
prostrate before thy throne, to present the tribute of our praise 
for the continuance of thy mercies. Sanctify the events of thy 
providence which have passed over our heads, bless the various 
religious ordinances and duties in which we have been en- 
jgartcd, and forgive the offences which we have committed, 
seek thy gracious care this night \ and pray that our lives 
be prolonged to another day, an|i that we may be per- 
Not by works of righteousness which we have lone Jjtff^witteJ to enter 4nto thy sncrcli courts, gnd hear the animating 
fdiiig to his mercy he saved us, ])y the waaliing'«8f'’r^c- and joyful accents iof the Gospel trumpet. 

- ‘ — Wesupplicate the blessing of the Hoi/ Spirit on the gracious 

words we have now read. Glory to God that thy grace, which 
hringeth salvation, hath appeared unto all men. O may saving 
grace appear to all who are now prostrate before thee. Give 
us the rich graces of the Holy ^irit, the promised Comforter; 
then shall wc most effectually .deny all ungodliness and 
worldly lusts — then shall we live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world. O inspire us with the grace of 
hope — that hope which maketh not ashamed — that hope of 
which Christ is the author and the object ; then shall wo joy- 
fully look for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
tho great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. Eternal praises 
to thy name, O Jesus, that thou gavest thyself for us, that wc 
might be redeemed from all iniquity, and purified unto thy- 
self a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

O Lordf we seek for our dear children the washing of rege^ 
neration, as in them we see the evident mafks of the degenerate 
nature they have derived from us ; mercifully grant that we 
may see in them a new nature derived from Hwe, even the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost. 

Lord, give us d^ar views of salvation as wholly of grace. 
May we never fall into the dangerous and God-dishonouring 
notion, that we can do anything to merit the pardon of sin, 
or acceptance with God. 


Mercifully hear our prayers, through the merits of <mr Lord 
Jesus Christ. And may the grace of the Loi’d Jesus Christ 1)0 


with us all. Amen. 



PORTY-POUETH WEEK.— SABUATH MORNING. 


TOWS AND THANKSDIVINO. 

Buckingham, Warwick, New York, c. u. | 

1 T^HAT BhoU 1 render to my God | 

^ ’ Por all his kindness shown > i 

My feet shall visit thine abode, 

My songs address thy throne. 

2 How much is mercy thy delight, 

Thou ever-blessed God ! 

How dear thy servants in thy sight 
* How precious is thoii blood ! 

3 How happy all thy servants arc ! ! 

How great thy grace to me ! 

My life, which thou hast made thy care, 

Lord, I devote to thee. Watts, Pe, 116, j). //. 

PSALM CXVI. 

Thmktgiving for DtUvertmcc, 

I LOVE the Lo£d^ because he hath heard my voice and my 
supplications. 

2 Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore will 
I call upon him as long as I live. 

3 The sorrows of death compassed rae, and the pains of 
hell gat hold upon rae : 1 found trouble and sorrow. 

4 Then called I upon the name of tlie Lord ; O Lord, I 
beseech thee, deliver my soul. 

5 Gracious ia the I^rd, and righteous: yea, our God is 
merciful. 

6 The Loro preserveth the simple : I was brought low, and 
he helped me. 

7 Return unto thy rest, O my soul ; for the Lord hath 
dealt bountifully with thee. 

8 For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes 
from tears, and ray feet from falling. 

9 I will walk before the Lori) in the laud of the living. 

10 I believed, therefore have I spoken: I was greatly 
afflicted: 

11 I said in my haste. All men are liars. 

12 What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits 
toward me ? 

18 I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name 
of the Lord. 

14 I will pay my vows unto the Loud now in tlie presence 
of all his people. 

16 Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his 
saints. 

16 O Lord, truly I am thy servant ; I am thy servant, and 
the son of thine handmaid : thou hast loosed my bonds. 

17 I will offer to thee the sacrifice of tliankagiving, and 
will, call upon the name of the Lord. 

18 I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence 
of all his people, 

19 In the courts of the Lord^s house, in the midst of thee, 
O Jerusalem. Praise yo the Lord. 

Ebvlbotioks uroN Psalm cxvi. — ^May it be our privilege to know 
what it is to possess the spirit of prayer, to enjoy the answer of 
prayer, and to have our heai'ts warmed with loro mid thankfulness 
to Hue who is the hearer of prayer. The answer of prayer, is 
tliO greatest encouragement for persevering continuonco m prayer. 
Sometimes the sorrows of believers are intense, and tboir sufferings 
severe ; but they are only of short duration, and the short night of 
weepii^^ shall soon be lollowed by a bright, serene, and cloudless 
day of endless felicity andj^aco. Inconceivable were tlie anguish, 
sorrow, and sufferings of (mrist ! How his ^lory and blessedness 
exeeed the oonoeption of archangels. It is truly animating, encou- 
raging, and delightflil to think of the blessed effects produced in the 
minds of believers by sanctified affliction. Their faith becomes 
more tigorous, and their prayers more earnest. The afflictions of 
believers, however numerous, severe, and lasting, never alter their 
opinion of God as a wise and merciful Father. On the darkest 


cloud of sorrow they sec with the eye of faith thw bright rainbow 
of mercy. Though the believer is low and insignificant in his own 
estimation, still he occupies a lofty place in Cluist's love and ih 
Christ’s covenant. And when ho lays down the (‘crthlv house of 
this iabcmaclo, ho shall be elevated to a lofty place on Christ’s 
throne. Blessed promise, *‘To him that overcometh will I grant 
to sit with me on my tlirono, even as I also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father on his throno.” May we ho among tho 
happy number of those who shall be faithful unto death ; then shall 
we at lost receive a crown of rightoousneas, a crown of life, and a 
crown of glory, that shall never fade away. Amen. 

PRAYER. 

O TIIOU Lord of the Sabbath-day, this day, in its inslitu* 
tion and in its ordinances, is a blessed demonstration of 
thy boundless grace. Gracious is the Lord, and righteous ; 
yea, our God is merciful. The Lord preserveth the simple. 
O fill our hearts with love to thee as a God possessed of every 
perfection, and as having all thy perfections eminently glori- 
fied by the displays of thy grace. 

Wc thank a gracious Providence that we have been refreshed 
and preserved during the past night, and that our eyes have 
been opened to sec the light of another hallowed day of sacred 
rest. O what reason have we to praise thee, thou God of sal- 
vation, for all spiritual and heavenly blessings in Christ Jesus, 
for all the means of grace with which we arc so richly sur- 
rounded, and for all the hopes of glory ! When we enter thy 
sacred courts, may our hearts be blessed with the rich commu- 
nications of thy grace. May our beloved minister, and tho 
congregation with which wc arc connected, and ourselves as a 
family, derive such benefit from a preached Gospel;^ and enjoy 
such Jlivine comfort in waiting upon thee in thy house, that 
we shall have reason to sing with joy and thankfulness. Surely 
it is none other than tlie house of God, it is tho gate of heaven ! 

O Lord, we seek thy love. Give us the satisfying evidence 
that we are beloved of God. Warm our hearts with love to 
thee, as the God and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ ; then we shall be autliorized to conclude that we are 
indeed beloved of God, and that our name is recorded iu the 
Lamb’s book of life. Enable us with the Psalmist to sing. 
We love the Lord, because he hath heard our voice and our 
supplication. Bestow upon us graciously the gift and the 
spirit of prayer ; then shall wc know the blessedness and the 
delight of the answer of prayer. If we have reason to believe 
that a prayer-hearing Goa has condescended to hear and 
answer our supplications, may we take encouragement to con- 
tinue instant in prayer, and thus to resolve, in the strength of 
grace Divine, Because our GchI hath inclined his car, there- 
fore will we call upon him as long as wc live. 

Pour out upon our children and domestics a spirit of 
grace and of supplication. Map thep know the unspeak* 
able delight of fellowship with God, in 2 )Our%ng out their 
hearts b^ore him in earnest supplication, 

O Lord, we bless thee for all the deliverances thou host 
wrought out for us in the days that arc past. When the 
sorrows of death compassed us, when wc found trouble and 
sorrow, we called on thy name, O Lord, and thou didst deliver 
us. We have been brought low; then we cried unto thee, 
then thou didst help us ; thou hast delivered our soul from 
death, our eyes from tears, and our feet from falling. When 
we think of all thy mercies, and more especially thy saving 
mercy, may we thus resolve, in dependence on Divine grace, 
and in the language of thy servant. We will take the cup of 
salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord ; wc will pay 
our vows unto the Lord now, in the presence of all his people. 

Gracious God, hear our prayers and forpve our sms, foi 
[ the sake of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

I Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 

1 H 2 600 


PORTY-FOURTII WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


t 


IHAJSR TO OOD FROM ALL NATIONS. 

Wwihip, Netoington c. u. 

^ ALL ye nations, praise the Lord, 

^ Each with a different tongue ; 

In every language learn his word, 

And let liis name be sung. 

2 His mercy reigns through every land j 
Prodaim his grace abroad ; 

Por ever firm his truth shall stand ; 

Praise ye the faithful God. 

Watt^, Ps. 117. 

PSALM CXVII. 

Praidny Qod, 

0 PRAISE the Lord, all ye nations: praise him, all ye 
people. 

2 For his merciful kindness is great toward us : and tlic 
truth of the Lord endureth for ever. Praise ye the Lord. 

PSALM CXVIII. 

Praising Qod fur Mercks* 

GrIVE thanks unto the Lord ; for ?ic is good : because 
^ his mercy mdurvth for ever. 

2 Lot Israel now say, that lii.s mercy c.ndurtlh for ever. 

3 Let the house of Aaron now say, tliat his mercy endureth 
for ever. ^ 

4 Let them now that fear the Lord say, that his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

5 I called upon the Lord in distress : the Lord answered 
me, and set me in a large place. 

6 The Lord is on my side; I will not fear; wliat can man 
do unto me ? 

^ Lord taketh my part with them that help me ; 
therefore shall I sec my desire upon them that hate me. 

8 It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence 
m man. 

^ 9 // is better to trust in the Lord than to put coufidcnce 
in pnnees. 

30 All nations compassed me about; but in the name of 
the Lord will I destroy them. 

11 Ihcy compassed me about; yea, they compassed me 

^ 1 mu ^ dc.stroy them. 

compassed me about like bees ; they arc quenched 
as the fire of thorns; for in the name of the Loud I will 
destroy them. 

13 ^ou hast thrust sore at me that I might fall : but the 
Lord helped me. 

salvation^ w my strength and song, and is become my 




— The mercy of God is 
mftCr ““r fountain of blessings, furnishing 

praises ot the Church militant on earth, and 
wL * "“"K" of the Church triumphant in hewen. 

mSd * movements in the Divine 

ni.*T “od its shall continue to over- 

? mimstew are appointed to publish his mercy, and 
wey are required to be Imng examples in singing to the honour of 

afflietiou^is^hc 

LJh.* ante-chambor of heaven. They who are the one- 

<^1 their number and all their 
stiw^, emk into insigniaoanco when compared with Him who is 
on their side, namely, Jesus, the Lord of hosts, the mighty Col 
the everlasting Father. With such a defender they can lol S 
«b^.enomeswith scorn, Md defy their rage, thir violence, Td 

Q^^ncb«n^«*> T^' Is man mutable, and 

^unehangmg? Is man treacherous, and God faithfiil? How 
wise, hw advantageous to trust in God, and to place no conlldonM 


in man ! Kations and kings have combined against Christ and his 
saints ; but it has been all in vain. And they may continue to com- 
bine ; but their opposition is hopeless, and their d^truotion certain. 
Blessed are they, and they alone, who can rejoice in Qod as the Qod 
of their salvation. * 


PRAYER. 

O LORD, our heavenly Father, whom we desire to worship 
and adore, let all the nations of the earth praise thee; 
let all the people praise thee. Destroy the worship of idols, 
and let all the kingdoms of the earth worship and adore thee 
as the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; for thy merciful loving- 
kinclness is great toward the children of men, and thy truth 
endureth for ever. O what reason have we as individuals, as 
a family, as a congregation, and as a nation, to give thanks 
unto thcc the Lord ! for thy mercy endureth for ever. Hasten 
the promised day, when the children of Israel, the descendants 
of faithful Abraham, shall unite with the Christian Church, 
and say that his mercy endureth for ever. Let the hearts of 
kings, of rulers, and princes, be made the subjects of redeem- 
ing grace ; and let them unite with their believing subjects in 
proclaiming the honours of Jesus, and in saying with thy 
Church on earth, and thy Church triumphant in heaven, O 
give tlianks unto the Lord ; for he is good : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

Praise to our God, that wc arc encouraged to adore thee as 
the God of salvation. Holy Spirit, we earnestly pray that 
thou wouldst communicate thy grace ; then wc shall be able 
to say, in the Janguage of appropriating faith, and to the 
honour of God, The Lord is our strength and song, and he 
also is become our salvation. 

May we live to witness a saving change in our beloved 
children, and to hear them sing, in joyful accents, The Lord 
is our strength and song^ and ts become our salvation. 
Lord, teach our servants to trust in thee, and under this 
roof may they receive holy impressions never to be effaced. 

I Have mercy on all who" have called upon thy blessed name 
this day. Thou hast never said to any of the seed of Jacob, 
Seek ye me in vain. Many have called upon thee in their 
afflictions ; 0 that they may have abundant reason to say with 
thy servant. We called upon the Lord in distress ; the Lord 
answered us, and set us iu a largo place. Many have called 
upon thee this day, to be delivered from enemies temporal 
and spiritual—to be preserved from wicked men, from fleshly 
lusts, and from tempting devils. O enable them to say, in 
the language of lively faith, Tl>e Lord is on our side, we w’ill 
not fear what man can do unto us : the Lord taketh our part 
with them that help us ; therefore we shall see our desire on 
them that hate us. 

We rejoice, O Lord, in the glorious victories which Jesus, 
the captain of salvation, has gained over all the enemies of 
the Church. O Jesus, thine enemies compassed thee about, 
they compassed thee about like bees ; but by thy powerful 
arm thou h^t destroyed them, and 'thou hast quenched them 
as tlie fire of thorns. 

young and rising generation, and 
particularly the thousands who have this day been placed 
under the means of Christian instruction. Preserve their 
unsuspecting minds from all their lusts, their youthful pas- 
sions, and from the crafty designs of aU the enemies of tLir 
enable them, in the exercise of humble faith in 
Christ, to look their spiritual enemies in the face and say. 

In the name of the Lord we will destroy them. 

As a femily we commend ourselves to the care of oui 
heavenly Father this night. Mercifully hear our prayers Tr 
Jesus our Redeemer's sake. Amen. prajers, lor 

Our Father which art in heaven, jjc. 


FORTY.POURTH WEEK.— MONDAY MORNING. 


CHRISTIAN lUCE. 

AvJmn, Piety, Cambridye New» l. m. 

1 A WAKE, our souls, away, our fears ; 

Let every trembliug thought be gone : 

Awake, and run the heavenly race, 

And put a cheerful courage on. 

2 True, *ti8 a straight and thorny road. 

And mortal spirits tire and faint ; 

But they forget the mighty God 
That feeds the strength of every saint. 

3 Thee, mighty God, whose matchless power 
Is ever new and ever young. 

And ■firm endures, while endless years 
‘ Their everlasting circles run : 

4 From thee, the overflowing spring, 

Our souls shall drink a fresh supply; 

While such as trust their native strength 
Shull melt away, and droop, and die. 

Watts, 4(*, U /. 

PROVERBS XXXI. 

The wine Woman. 

T^HO can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far 
above rubies. 

11 The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so 
that he shall have no need of spoil. 

12 She will do him good and not evil all the days of her 
life. 

13 She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with 
her hands. 

14 She is like the merchants' 8hij)a, she bringeth her food 
from afar. 

15 She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to 
her household, and a portion to her maidens. 

16 She considereth a field, and buyeth it : with the fruit of 
her hands she planteth a vineyard. 

17 She girdeth her loins with strength, and strcngtlieneth 
her arms. 

18 She pcrceiveth that her merchandise is good : her candle 
goeth not out by niglit. 

19 She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold 
the distaff. 

20 She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she 
reacheth forth her hands to the needy. 

21 She is not afraid of the snow for her household ; for all 
her household are clothed with scarlet. 

22 She maketh herself coverings of tapestry ; her clothing 
is silk and purple. 

28 Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth 
among the elders of the land. 

24 She maketh fine linen and sclleth ii ; and dcliveretli 
girdles unto the merchant. 

25 Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall 
rejoice in time to come. 

26 She openeth her mouth with wisdom ; and in her tongue 
is the law of kindness. 

27 She looketh well to the ways of her household, and 
eateth not the bread of idleness. 

28 Her children arise up, and call her blessed ; her husband 
also, and he praiseth her. 

29 Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou exccllest 
them all. 

80 Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but. a woman 
lAal feareth the Lord, she shall be praised. 

81 Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own 
works praise her in the gates. 

BjorLKcnoKS ttpok Prov. xxxi. — To no individuals, under God, ore 
society and the Church more indebted than to mothers blessed with 
wisdom and adorned with piety. Their price is far above rubies. 
Husbands blessed with such associates, and children blessed with 


such guardians, counsellors, and comforters, cannot Bufllcicntly ex* 
press their thankfhlncss to the God of providence and grace. Lot 
all of us take up the maxim by which the virtuous woman is in- 
fluenced, and in w our relative situations in life let us do each other 
good, and not evil, all the days of our life. The prosperity of families 
much depends upon the industry and prudent economy of parents. 
From this source flow health, cleanliness, and comfort. But when 
industry is connected with piety, and when tho interests of the soul 
have tho precedency of those of tlie body, such families have tho 
peculiar smiles of Jehovah, and they are a blessed epitome of tho 
heavenly state. Happy families, where tho government of the parents 
is tho reign of affection, and tho obedience of the children the sub- 
mission of love ! 

PRAYER. 

T\/^ITH humility, reverence, and love, we desire to bow 
down before thee, O Lord, as the omniscient Jehovah, 
who searcbeth the heart and tricth the reins of the children 
of men. 0 that we could say with the Psalmist, and with the 
same solemnity of feeling, Search us and know our hearts, 
try us and know our thoughts ; see if there be any wicked 
way in us, and lead us in the way everlasting. We plead, O 
Lord, that we may acquire the important habit of self-exami- 
pation. With the greatest impartiality may we inquire. Have 
we obtained a sight of the plagues of our heart ? Have we 
seen our need of Christ ? Have we fled for refuge to lay hold 
of the hope set before us ? Do we love the Lamb of God, 
who taketh away the sins of the world ? Can we say respect- 
ing him, lie is white and ruddy ; he is the chiefest among 
ten thousand, and altogether lovely; he is all our salvation, 
and all our desire? lloly Spirit, grant that we may often 
address such questions as these to our heart, and that we may 
be enabled to give those replies which will be the satisfying 
evidence that we have passed from death to life. Merciful and 
Divine Counsellor, we seek thy grace, that we may be enabled 
to obey the wholesome and practical counsel of the inspired 
Apostle : Examine yourselves whether ye bo in the faith ; 
prove your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except 
ye be reprobates. O Lord, may the value of the soul, and the 
infinite importance of having our feet firmly placed on tho 
Rock of ages, stir us up often and conscientiously to engage 
in the exercise of self-examination. 

We present the humble tribute of our thanksgiving for the 
mercies of the past night and for the mercies of the past 
Sabbath. Wc thank thee we were permitted to observe the 
ordinances of thine appointment, and that opportunities were 
afforded us, and the congregation of which we form a part, 
for drawing water with joy out of the wells of salvation. Wo 
supplicate thy wisdom to direct our steps this day, and thy 
grace to strengthen us in discharging duty and resisting 
temptation. Lord, prepare us for all the trials, the events, 
and the duties of the week. 

O enable our dear children to devote the golden period oj 
their days, the spring season of their lives, to the service and 
the honour of Jesus, 

Lord, we present our prayers for heads of families, for guar- 
dians of youth, for fathers and mothers, and for all the instruc- 
tors of the rising race. Mercifully give them thy saving grace. 
Give them that wisdom and prudence and diligence and affec- 
tion which are the ornaments of that mother of whom we have 
now read, and of whom it is said, Her children arise up, and 
call her blessed ; her husband also, and he praiseth her. Many 
daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all. 

Lord, enable parents by thy spirit to open their mouth with 
wisdom; and in their tongue may the law of kindness be 
found. Lord, forgive and accept our imperfect services. May 
our souls profit by drawing near thy throne. May these our 
prayers come up before thee with acceptance, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

aos 


POETy-FOUBTH WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


VA8TOHAL TKNDEllNKSS. 

Komty, iS&ormi'i Vale, Ulvertion. 
Y^IIO can a pastor’s heart express, 
The unutterable tenderness ; 
Beyond what fondest mothers prove 
The yearning pangs of softest love ? 

Ko only comprehends, who knows 
^^lienoe every grace and blessing flov/s, 
ArVho feels, but never can explain 
The bowels of the Son of man. 


C. Wkslet. 


PHILEMON. 

Cmvtrdon of One/nmiu, Sfrvai}f of Philnuon. 

pAUL, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and I^hiotliy our brother, 
unto Philemon oiir dearly beloved, and fellow-labourer, 

2 And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellow- 
soldier, and to the chundi in thy house : 

B Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the 
liord Jesus Christ. 

4 I thank niy (jod, making mention of thee always in my 
prayers, 

6 Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward 
the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints ; 

C) That the communication of thy faith may become effec- 
tual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in 
you in Christ Jesus. 

7 For we have great joy and consolation in thy love, hecause 
the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother. 

8 Wherefore, though I might bo much bold in Christ to 
i»iJoin thee that which is convenient, 

9 Yet for love’s sake I rather beseech thee, being such an 
orn^ as Pan! the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ. 

10 I beseech thee for my son Oncsimus, whom 1 have 
begotten in my bonds : 

11 Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now 
profitable to thee and to me ; 

12 Whom I have sent again : thou therefore receive him, 
that is, mine own bowels : 

13 Whom I would have retained with me, that in thy stead 
he might have ministered unto me in the bonds of the gospel : 

14 Put without thy mind would I do nothing; that thy 
benefit should not be as it were of necessity, but willingly. 

15 For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that tiiou 
sliouldest receive him for ever ; 

Ifi Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother 
beloved, specially to me, but how much more unto thee, both 
in the flesh, and in the Lord ? 

17 If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as 
myself. 

18 If he hath wronged thee, or owctli thee ought, put that 
on njine account ; 

19 I Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will repay 
it : albeit I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even 
thine own self besides. 

20 Yea, brother, Jet me have joy of thee in the Lord : 
refresh my bowels in the Lord. 

21 Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote unto thee 

knowing that thou wilt also do more than I say. * 

22 But withal prepare me also a lodging : for I trust that 
through your prayers I shall be given unto you. 

23 There sdute thee Epaphras, my fellow-prisoner in Christ 
Jesus ,* 

24 Marcus, Aristarchus, Deraas, Lucas, my fellow-labourers. 

25 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 

Amen. ^ 

‘ Bbflectiokb uroK Puilemox.— T he bodies of saints may be shut 
up in prisons and bound with chains, but their souls are free and 

' «oe V, ouu 


their prayers ascend with glorious liberty to the throne of G^, 
Prayers, graces, and holy affections, ** no human power oon bind 
with chains.” God peculiarly smiles on those houses where his 
w'orship is observed. These aro the dwellings of Jacob, which 
Jehovah loves. He says respecting them, ''Here will I stay, for I 
have desired it.” The possession of grace is the highest dignity 
which an immortal mind cun receive ; it is on inheritance which 
can never bo lost ; it is a lovely plant which never withers, nor can 
bo plucked up by the roots ; it is a Divine principle in jthe heart, 
springing up into life eternal. How mysterious the movements of 
providence! Onesimus, a slave, runs away from his master, is 
brought under the Word of life, is converted by Divine grace, and 
from being a slave of Satim becomes a child of God ! 


PRAYER. 

/'Y LORD our God, in approaching thy throne in prayer, we 
^ earnestly supplicate thy Spirit, and the rich effusion of 
his influences. Father of lights, send forth thy light and thy 
trntli ; let thorn lead us, and let them bring us to thy holy 
habitation. By nature we seek and love and pursue the path 
which leads to destruction : but we would for ever praise and 
adore tby holy name, that in thy condescending mercy thou 
hast made known in thy Gospel, to wandering, guilty sinners, 
the blessed way of peace, of safety, and of life; that way 
through Christ which leads to heaven and immortality. 

Glory to thy great name, O Jesus, that thou art revealed 
as laid in Zion for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a pre- 
cious corner-stone ; and that thou liast given us the blessed 
assurance that whosoever believe in Jesus, by building all 
their hopes on this stone, shall never be disappointed. Suffer 
us not to build our hopes of pardon, acceptance, and heaven, 
ou any other foundation than that which has been laid in 
Zion by unerring wisdom and unbounded mercy, 

W(^ thank our heavenly Father for the mercies of the day, 
and pray that the blessing of God may rest on all our temporal 
and spiritual engagements. Hide us and all our relatives this 
night under the shadow of thy providential wings; but, above 
all, under the wings of tliy special love. Whither, 0 Jesus, 
can wc look for spiritual defence but unto thyself? Hangs 
our helpless soul on thee ? ^ 

Bless the interesting account wo have now read of the con- 
version of Oncsimus. Glory to thy grace, that, though in the 
capacity of a servant he robbed his master of his property and 
left his employment, thy rich and saving mercy followed the 
wandering, wretched sinner, brought him under the ministry 
of thy servant the Apostle, and made him the object of 
redeeming love, and the remarkable subject of a converting 
change. Adored be thy gracious sovereignty, that thou di^ 
employ the preaching of thy servant Paul, when a prisoner 
in Rome lu bonds, as the blessed mean* of setting a DOor 
abandoned, miserable slave at liberty. ^ * 

Wc confess, O Lord, that wc are by nature Satan’s slaves 
carried captive by him at his pleasure. By nature we are the 
s aves of vile passions and hateful lusts. By nature we are the 
slaves of guilt and of the law as a broken coveSant^fworh. 

If any of us have been set at liberty, we would adore and 
magnify the grace of God, which has conferred upon us a 
blessing of such inestimable excellence. If there^ anr 
BOW kneeling before thee who are still the slavesTf S SJ 
the captives of guilt most merciful Saviour, in thine abun- 
dant compassion do thou set them free * • 

*« captivitvi O 



FORTY-rOUimi WEEK,— TUESDAY MORNING. 


VAKITY OP BARTH, AND SATISFACTION IN CHRIST. 

Suftr^ CliapeL Sglon, Firth*9» Tvri/t^ p, m. 

1 ^AUGHT by long exporience, Lord, 

**- Bjr thy Spirit taught, I see 
True IS thy severest word, 

All on earth is vanity. 

Empty all our bliss below, 

Seeming bliss, but real woo. 

2 Turning then from earth away, 

Seek, my soul, the joys abo\‘i:, 

Solid joys without allay ; 

Saviour, in thy heartfelt lovo, 

Heavenly comfort I possess, ♦ 

True, substantial happiness. 

3 How I find the good of man, 

How I answer thy design, 

All in thee alone obtain 
Plenitude of grace Divine, 

Plenitude of glory too, 

Thee when face to face I view ! C. WtaLKY. 


npHE 

A .Tai 


words of 
Jerusalem. 


ECCLESIASTES I. 

Vanity of Earth. 

the Preacher, the son of 


David, king of 


2 Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; 
all 19 vanity. 

3 What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh 
under the sun? 

4 One generation pasaeth away, and another generation 
coraeth ; but the earth abideth for ever. 

5 The sun also ariseth, and the sun gc'ctli down, and hasteth 
to his place where he arose. 

6 The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about 
unto the north; it whirleth about continually, and the wind 
returneth again according to his circuits. 

7 All the rivers run into the sea ; yet the sea is not full ; 
unto the place from whence the rivers come, tliithcr they 
return again. 

8 All tilings are full of labour; man cannot utter it : the 
eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. 

9 The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and 
that which is done is that wliich shall be done : and there is 
no new thing under the sun. 

. 10 Is there any thing whereof it may be said. See, this is 
now ? it hath been already of old time, w Inch was beforbsns. 

] 1 There is no remembrance of former things ; neither sTWl 
there be any remembrance of things that are to come witli 
those that shall come after. 

12 I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 

18 And I gave my lieart to seek and search out by wisdom 
concerning all things that are clone under heaven : this sore 
travail hath God given to the sons of man to he exercised 
therewith. 

14 I have seen all the works that arc done under the sun ; 
and, behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit. 

15 That which is crooked cannot be made straight: and 
that which is wanting cannot be numbered. 

16 I communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo, I am 
come to great estate, and have gotten more wisdom than all 
they that have been before me in Jerusalem: yea, my heart 
had great experience of wisdom and knowledge. 

17 And I gave my heart to know wisdom, and to know 
madness and folly ; I perceived that this also is vexation of 
spirit. 

18 For in much wisdom is much grief : and he that in- 
creaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow. 


Rbpxxoxxons Eoolbs. r. — It is infinitelT greats honour U> 
princes to inherit the piety of their fathers, tnan to inherit their 


crowns, tlirones, and kingdoms. As earthly objects, even tho most 
precious, can never prove a* portion suited to tho spiritual and im- 
mortal nature of the soul, and as they cannot possibly impart satis- 
faction to the mind, Famty is properly inscribed upon them all. 
Multitudgs have lost their souls in seeking after earthly wealth ; 
while they who seek after spiritual treasures shall at last inherit 
immortal joys. Tho rapid succession of ^nerations fumiahes tho 
most solemn refiections, and should stimuluto us to seek after mi 
interest in Christ, which will secure for us a fixed residence in 
heaven, where such changes are for ever unknown. Very mys- 
terious and inexplicable is the blowing of tho winds; and ns 
mysterious the breezes of tho influences of tho Spirit, by wliich 
a regenerating change is effected, and tho spiritually dead soul 
called into newness of life. 


PRAYER. 

^ LORY to thee, O Lord our God, that thine ears are ever 
open to the prayers of those who seek thee in sincerity 
and truth. Preserve us from a spirit of formality in our 
approaches to the Divine presence ; but may we ever draw 
near with a true heart, and in the full assurance of faith. Wo 
humbly seek the spirit of grace and supplication. If we have 
received that spirit in any degree, Lord, we pray that we may 
receive it in greater measure. May our prayers be copious 
and rich, like those of David ; and earnest, like those of Jocol) 
when he wrestled with the angel, and prevailed. Praise to 
our God for the encouragement we have to pour out our sup- 
plications before thee, for thou art a God of compassion, and 
gracious; long suflering, and plenteous in goodness and trutli. 

We acknowledge, O Lord — and we pray that we may make 
our acknowledgments with thankfulness and love — that all 
our dependence is on thee. It is in thee we live, move, and 
have our being. Every breath we draw depends on thee. If 
for one moment thou shouldst withdraw thy gracious, powerful 
hand, we must instantly sink into the state of the dead. 

We thank thee for protecting ns during the past night, and 
that w e now appear before the throne of grace the monuments 
of thy sparing and providential care. We supplicate all that 
grace which is necessary for us this day in our various avoca- 
tions and duties. As our day is, so let our strength be. () 
enable us every day to cultivate vital, personal religion ; and 
may the influence of the Gospel attend us wherever wc arc', 
whatever wo do, or with whomsoever we may bo called to 
have intercourse in the lawful business of life. At all times 
may the men of the world have reason to say respecting us, 
They have been witlx Jesus. 

Bless to ns, Holy Spirit, what we have now read of tho 
experience of Solomon respecting the vanity of all earthly 
objects, and their total insufficiency to impart peace and satis- 
faction to the soul. Give us grace to see the emptiness of the 
world and the fulness of Clirist. Thou hast given us, O Lord, 
boundless desires ; convince us of tho truth, that it was nevc^r 
thy design that these desires should bo satisfied with any- 
thing short of thyself. Enable us to compare all earthly 
things with Jesus in his person, his righteousness, his offices, 
and his salvation ; and then may we say respecting an empty, 
deceiving world, what Solomon said as the result of his exten- 
sive experience: Vanity of vanities, all is vanity. 

Preserve our dear children from the delusive hopes of worldly 
wealth, or earthly pleasure. 0 give them a love to spiritual 
treasures and heavenly joys, and inspire them with those hopes 
which reach to heaven and God. 

Bless our aged frieuds, who have had lengthened opportu- 
nities of seeing the emptiness and vanity of eartlily objects. 
Give them a vigorous faith in Christ ; then they shall bear the 
infirmities of age with patience, and be animated with tho 
hopes of heaven and immortality. 

Graciously hear our prayers and forgive our sins, for Jesxw' 
sake. Amen. 


I 


I 


607 



FORTY-FOUllTH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


THE HOLY SCniFTUllES. 

Auricvila, SahbafJ^ Islington. 

1 who in variouB methods told 
" His mind und will to saints of old, 
Hent down his Son, with truth and gvuoo, 
To teach us in these latter days. 

2 Our nation reads the written word, 

That book of life, that sure record : 

1 ho bright inheritance of heaven 
Is by the sweet conveyance given. 

d God’s kindest thoughts are hero expressed, 
Able t .0 make us wise and blessed*; 

The doctrines arc divinely triu*, 

Fit for reproof and comfort too. 

4 Yc happy lands, who read his love 
In long cpistl(!8 from above, 

(Ho hath not sent his sacred word 
To e^•ery land,) Praise ye tlie Lord. 

m Wa 


Watt.s, B . /. 


! HEBREWS I. 

Chi'UfVa Cihrt'if. 

who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in 
^ time past unto the fatliers by tlic prophets, 

2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by fiis Son, whom 
he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made 
the worlds ; 

3 Who being the brightness of hia glory, and the express 
image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of 
his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down 
on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 

4 Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath 
by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. 

6 For unto vk’hich of the angels said he at any time,* Thou 
art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, 1 
will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son? 

6 And again, when he bringeth in the first-begotten into 
tlic world, he saith. And let all the angels of God worship him. ' 

7 And of the angels he saith. Who maketh his angels 
spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire. 

8 But unto the Son he saith, ^fhy throne, O God, is for 
ever and ever : a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy 
kingdom. 

9 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; there- 
fore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of 
gladness above thy fellows. 

10 And, Thou, Lord, in tlie beginning hast laid the founda- 
tion of the earth ; and the heavens are the works of thine 
hands : 

11 They shall perish; but thou reraaincst; and they all 
shall wax old as doth a garment; 

12 And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall 
be changed : but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail. 

13 But to which of the angels said he at any time. Sit on 
my right hand, until 1 make thine enemies thy footstool ? 

14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister 
for them who shall be licirs of salvation ? 


Kkflkctions upon Heb. 1. — It is consistent with reason, and also 
with God’s sovereignty, wisdom, and goodness, that he should make, 
even to fallen man, a revelation of himself, his puqioscs, and his 
will. What joy should fill our hearts, that lie has made himself 
known os the God of salvation ! Blessed is he who can say, “ God 
by his Spirit hath made himself known to me as the God of my 
salvation, as my God and my Father in Christ.” So infinitely 
important is the revelation which God has given to our world, that 
his only-begotten Son, the second person of the Trinity, becamcj 
incarnate, and tabernacled among the children of men, that this 
eoH 


glorious revelation of mercy and grace should bo made known. 
May our hearts bo filled with exalted and adori^ views of Christ 
in his Divinity, os the Creator of the vast universe, and as the 
providential preserver of all things by the h^d of his omnipotent 
power. Amaxing love ! matchless condescension ! — that the mighty 
Creator, who made all worlds, should, in circumstances of un- 
pai-alleled humiliation, have made atonement for human transgres- 
sions ! Are angels c^lod to love and adore this glorious Saviour, 

I who never required the benefit of his righteousness ? Surely wc 
have far more reason to love and adore the Prince of life, wi&out 
wlioso atoning sacrifice wc must have perished for ever. 

PRAYER. 

I N approaching thy throne, O Lord our God, wc seek the 
gracious aid of thy heavenly grace. O prepare our hearts 
to present suitable supplications before thee, and cause thine 
car to hear the requests which we offer up iu the name of 
Christ. Lord, quicken us, and we will call on thy name. 

Blessed and Divine Saviour, wc desire as a family to adore 
thee in all thy Jlivine excellences and prerogatives. We 
praise thee for the rich and sublime declarations of thy 
Divinity contained in the portion of Scripture we have now 
read. Holy Spirit, enable us with the most devout reverence 
to acknowledge and adore our exalted Saviour, as possessed 
of uncreated attributes, and of Divine and underived per- 
fections. 

O Jesus, thou art he who made the worlds. All things 
were made by thee, and without thee there was nothing made 
that was made. TIiou art the brightness of the Father^s 
glory, and the express image of the Father's person. Infinite 
is thy power ; for by the word of thy power thou dost uphold 
all things in nature, in providence, and grace. Thau art the 
Lord of angels : tliey are thy creatures, thy subjects ; and it is 
their delight to minister before thy throne, and to hasten 
even to tlic most distant parts of thy vast dominions, to 
execute thy will. Thou makest thine angels spirits, and thy 
ministers a flame of fire. Lord Jesus, make us thy willing 
subjects, and tliy devout worshippers. Like angels, may it 
be our greatest delight to obey the commands of our merciful . 
Redeemer, and to devote ourselves wholly and implicitly to 
thy service. 

Ma.y our dear children take angels for their pattern, in 
yielding a ready and a loving obedience to Jesus Christ, O 
enable them, almighty Saviour, to surrender their heart to 
thee. 

We acknowledge thee, O Jesus, as the King of nations and 
as the King of Zion. How .insignificant and perishing arc 
earthly thrones compared with thine ! Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever. How corrupted and unjust the adminis^ 
tration of earthly governments when compared with thine ! 
for a sdeptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 
Thou dost Jove righteousness and hate iniquiW. Blessed 
Saviour, may we as a family, and may all the families with 
which we are connected, be under the mild and merciful sway 
of thy mediatorial sceptre. O have compassion on an igno- 
rant, enslaved, polluted, miserable world. May the blessings 
of thy mediatorial government soon overspread the earth 
Sway thy sceptre, Saviour, all the world around. O Jesus* 
we adore thee iu thine immutability. The visible heaverm 
shall perish, but thou remainest ; as a vesture shalt thou fold 
them, and they shall be ehanged : hut thou art the sam^ and 
thy years shall not fail. Lord Jesus, give us an interest in 
thine unchanging love, and iu the unchanging merit of thy 
nnished righteousness. ^ 

Accept our thanks for the mercies of the day. foisire 
wherein we have offended thee our God, watch wer our 
persons this night, and sanctify our approach to thv throne 
for onr Divine R^eemer’s sake. Amen. ^ ' 


FOKTYtFOURTH WK16K.— inti»fi;SDAY MORNING 


HEATH OV THE BXOH BINNEB. 

Skerdcunh PauT*. l. is. 

I IN vain tti6 wealthy mortals toil, 

^ Axul heap their shining dost in vain, 

Xiook down and soom the humble poor, 

And boast their lofty hills of gain. 
i .Their golden cordials cannot ease 
Their pained hearts or aching heads, 

Kor fiight nor bribe approaching death 
From glittering roo& and downy bods. 

3 The lingering, the unwilling soul 
dismal summons must obey. 

And bid a long, a sad farewell * 

To the pale lump of lifeless clay. Watts, 24, B. A 

ECCLESIASTES VIII. 

^ ^ Providence and BecUh, 

TITHO ii as the wise man ? and who knoweth the interpre- 
I ▼▼ tation of a thing? a man’s wisdom maketli his face 
to shine, and the boldness of his face shall be cliangcd. 

2 I counsel thee to keep the king’s commandment, and that 
in regard of the oath of God. 

3 Be not baaty to go out of his sight ; stand not in an evil 
thing; for he docth whatsoever pleaseth him. 

4 Wh^ the word of a king is, there is power : and who 
may say unto him, What docst thou ? 

6 Whoso keepeth the commandment shall feel no evil 
thing : and a wise man’s heart discerneth both time and judg- 
ment. 

6 Because to every purpose there is time and judgment, 
therefore the misery of man great upon him. 

7 For he knoweth not that which shall be : for who can tell 
him when it shall be ? 

8 There is no man that hath power over the spirit to retain 
the spirit ; neither hath he power in the day of death : and 
there is no discharge in that war; neither shall wickedness 
deliver those that are given to it. 

9 All this have I seen, and applied my heart unto every 
M’ork that is done under the sun : there is a time wherein one 
man ruleth over another to his own hurt. 

10 And so I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone 
from the place of the holy, and they were forgotten in the city 
where they had so done ; this is also vanity. 

11 Because sentence against an evil work is not executed 
speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in 
them to do evil. 

12 Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his days 
be prolonged, yet surely I know that it shall be well with them 
that fear God, which fear before him : 

18 But it shah not be well with the wicked, neither shall he 
iHolong his days, which are as a shadow ; because he. feareth 
not before God. 

14 There is a vanity which is done upon the earth ; that 
there be just men, unto whom it happeneth according to the 
work of the wicked ; again, there be wicked men, to whom it 
happeneth accor^ng to the work of the righteous : 1 said that 
thm also is vanity. 

16 Then I commended mirth, because a man hath no better 
thing under the sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be 
" merry : for that shall abide with him of his labour the days of 
iiii life, whudi God giveth him und^r the sun. 

16 When lappUed mine heart to know wisdom, and to see 
the business that is done upon the earth : (for also there is that 
neither day nor night seeth sleep with his eyes :) 

17 Tlien I behdd all the work of God, that a man cannot 
.fibil put the work that is done unde;? the sun ; because though 
Sk mm lehemr to seek ii out, yet he shall not find it; yea, 
Ifhrther ; tboo^h a wise, man think to know it, yet shall he not 
he )ible to flm U. 


Ebfuscwoks uroK Eoclrs. vui.— Who can describe the oxccllcnoos 
and the advantage of that saving wisdom which comes down from 
above ? It lilts up the mind to the noblest heights of moral and 
spiritual elevation ; it gives clearness and penetration to tho mental 
eye ; it removes the deformity of pride, and imparts lovely ornaments 
of humility; it softens tho asperities of temper, and beautifies the life 
I with gentleness, meekness, and love. Is it so important and so ncces- 
^ sory for the well-being of society, and for the profiiotion of individual 
happiness, to ksep^the commandments of earthly kings ? How infinitely 
more important it is to keep the commandments of tho King of kings; 
and to yield a loving and filial obedienco to the laws of heaven — pre- 
sented by tho hand of our Divine Mediator — as a rule of life ! Is the 
eye of an earthly king so powerful and infiuontial } 0 how much 
wo should feel impressed under tho eye of the omniscient Jehovah ! 

E adore thee, O Lord, our God and Father in Christ, as 
the blessed fountain of all wisdom. Thou art the 
teacher of* angels and the instructor of men. Thou hast given 
instinct to the inferior tribes of 0|pAtion, but to man thou hast 
given reason and underetanding. Thou teachest us more than 
the beasts of the earth, and makest us wiser than the fowls of* 
heaven. O what reason have we to mourn that, on account of 
our depravity, we are in many respects more degraded than the 
brutal tribes. What thou didst say of ancient Israel, is justly 
applicable to us as a family, as a neighbourhood, and as a 
nation : The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s 
crib ; but Israel doth not know, my people do not consider. 
Lord, we acknowledge the vileness and the deceitfulness of our 
heart. In our most serious and devout moments, wo can 
perform no services which deserve thy love, and we can 
present no sacrifices which merit the pardon of the least 
offence. O Lord, we would earnestly plead that the guilt of all 
our sins may be washed away in the precious blood of Christ; 
and through his righteousness may we be accepted in the sight 
of a holy and a righteous God. 

We desire with grateful hearts to acknowledge thy goodness 
during the past night. Praise to our God that goodness and 
mercy have attended us all our days. O may it be our hapr 
piness to dwell in the house of the Lord for ever, to mingle 
with pure and perfect spirits, and to shout the praises of our 
God through the ceaseless ages of eternity. Grant us thy 
Divine aid, that we may glorify thee during the whole of this 
day, and during the whole of our lives, in our bodies and in 
our spirits, which are thine. 

Give us, O Lord, saving wisdom. We have now read that 
a man’s wisdom maketh his face to shine. Give us Divine and 
saving wisdom, then our hearts shall stiine with grace, and 
our lives with holiness. Blessed Saviour, give us thy wisdom ; 
then our light, derived from thee, shall so shine before men, 
that they shall be induced to associate themselves with us in 
thy service, and glorify our Father who is in heaven. While 
it is our duty to keep the commandment of earthly rulers, 
above all, O may we be enabled to keep the commandment 
of Jesus, the King of kings. 

May our dear children, and servants, feel the ifffluence of ^ 
thy Jvord, Thy Word is powerful; may they feel itspowerftd 
and its saving efficacy. 

Jesus, thou conqueror of death, prepare us for the event of 
dissolution. Affect us with the solemnity of death, and with the 
irresistible power of that enemy, in laying level with the dust 
all ranks and descriptions of men. Affect us with a sense of 
the awful situation of the rich, the mighty, and the great, who 
die unprepared. Blessed Saviour, may we be clothed in thy 
righteousness : then shall we gbrify thee in death, and ex- 
change the sufferings of a dying bed for the triumphs of heaven. 

Lord, hear, answer, and forgive, for Christ’s sake, who is 
worthy of the praises of angels and saints, for ever and ever, 
Amen. 

4X m 


POETY-FOURTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY BVBNINO. 


DITINB COMPASSION. 

NuHvm (kiKsmanu, Geat'd, p. m. 

1 IJOW ffroat that compassion, my Saviour, my God, 

Wbioh led thee to purchase our peace with thy blood ; 
When clouds and dark vengeance encompassed the throne, 
'Twas pity, soft pity, which brought Jesus down. 

2 More mild than morning the Saviour was seen, 

His heart all comnassion, his spirit serene ; 

His brow crowned with thorns, and extinguished his eyes, 

My fhther, forgive them — ^he whispers and dies. 

8 Amiy; me, Bedoemor, that pardon to gain, 
j Which thou at the price of thy life didst obtain ; 

! Speak peace to my spirit — then caU me away. 

To triumph with thee in the mansions of da}'. Colltcu. 

• hebrewTil 

Love to Man* 

rpHEREFORE wo ought to give the more earnest heed to 
the things which we have heard, lest at any time we 
should let them slip. 

2 For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every 
•transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of 
reward ; 

8 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation ; 
vhich at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was 
confirmed unto us by them that heard him ; 

4 God also bearing them witness, both with signs and won- 
ders, and with divers miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
according to his own will ? 

5 For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the 
world to come, whereof we speak. 

G But one in a certain place testified, saying. What is man, 
that thou art mindful of him ? or the son of man, that thou 
visitest him? 

7 Thou madest him a little lower than the angels \ thou 
crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him over 
the works o> thy hands : 

8 Thou hrjit put all things in subjection under his feet. 
For in that he put all in subjection under him, ho left nothing 
that is not put under him. But now we see not yet ail things 
put under him. 

9 But we sec Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 
angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and 
honour ; that he by the grace of God should taste death for 
every man. 

10 For it became him, for whom are all things, and by 
whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to 
make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 

11 For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified 
are all of one : for which cause he is not ashamed to call them 
brethren, 

12 Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in 
the midst of the church will 1 sing praise unto thee. 

18 And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, 
Behold I and the children which God hath given me. 

14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh 
and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same ; that 
through death he might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil ; 

15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage. 

16 For verily he took not on him the nature of angels ; but 
he took on him the seed of Abraham. 

17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like 
unto his Inrethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful 
high priest in %)xin%e pertaining to God, to make reconciliation 
for the sins of the people. 

18 For in that he himself hath suffiered being tempted, he 
is able to succour them that are tmnpted. 

eiu 


RisFLBcnoKB upow Heb. n.— The Qoi^l is an invslnahie tmciimt 
may God the Spirit teach us to see its worth, to receive ths 
which it makes known, and to lay hold upon .it and retaimt, se an \ 
inhoritanoe rich and transcendent. In proportimi to the exostknioe 
of the Gospel-message, is the guilt and the of its rejeotion. Is 

salvation a deliverance fcom. every evil, especially kt the world to 
como ? — to refuse its acceptance must expose us to all the miseries of 
the lost. Is salvation the enjoyment of the greatest ’ blessings hero 
and hereafter ?■— if by faith w© receive this salvation, we obtain a 
secure title to the joys of immortahly: to reject such a boon must 
be the greatest folly, and to accept it the greatest wiadm. ‘ The 
Gospel has hod the most astonishing outward, miraculous evidence of 
its Divine origin and truth. Have we eiyoyed the^iirard testimony 
of the Spirit, that we are enlightened by its truth, and sanctifled by 
its influence ? Then we count all things but loss for the excellency 
! of the knowledge of Christ.** 

PRAYER. 

LORIOUS Jehovah, the God of salvation, and the only 
object of religious worship, thou art he for whom are oil 
things, aud by whom are all things. The heavens and the earth 
thou didst call into existence, to declare the honour of thine 
exalted perfections. The heavens declare thy glorjr, and the 
earth shewrth forth thine handiwork. We would rcpoice in the 
glory derived from the visible creation ; but we rejoice that thy 
perfections are more glorified by the work of redemption than 
by all thy works beside. Great is thy delight in the first crea- 
tion, but infinitely greater thy delight in the new creation, even 
redemption through the righteousness of thy well-beloved Son. 

Forgive, O Lord, the sins of the past day. If we have 
followed our temporal business with too great earnestness — if 
we have allowed the love of the world to obtain too great 
ascendancy — if we have engaged in our spiritual duties with 
cold indifference, with languor of spirit — if we have yielded to 
any temptation, or given way to angry and envious pasrions. 
Lord, we supplicate pardon through our Saviour’s blood, and 
we seek supplies of restraining and renewing grace, that, in ’ 
the time to come, we may be effectually preserved fi?om the 
' recurrence of those sins. We seek the continued protection 
and care of our heavenly Father this night. May we retire to 
rest under the encouraging influence of thjr promise : Thou 
wilt keep liim in perfect peace whose heart is stayed on thee, 
because he trnsteth in thee. 

May the influence of the Spirit render the word we have 
read profitable to cur souls ; and may the solemn, animating, 
and comforting truths sink deep into our hearts, and produce 
impressions never to be erased. We bless thee for the whole 
of Divine revelation, part of which was made known by angek 
to ancient prophets, and part of which was communicated by. 
thine only-begotten Son in his own person, clothed with 
human flesh. We would lament the treachery of our memoiT, 
and that the most sacred and important truths so readilT slio 
from our remembrance. y wp 

Teach our children to treasure up in their memory a rifih 
store of Divine truth* Like Timothy, may they know ihe 
Scriptures from their early days^ and in future l^e ehow 
their saving and sanctifying effects* 

We thank thee, O Jesus, for a great saltation. O snflfer 
us not to despise this salvation. Convince the graceless 
profane, who treat the offers of salvation with soonii, 
unless mercy prevent, they cannot escape the miieriea bf hdU. 
Lord, arrest them in their mad career of impietT. obitiniilrir. 
and rebellion. ^ ^ f* 

Wc adore thee, 0 Saviour, in thy matoUess love ind 
l^undless mercy, in talcing upon thee the nature cif tom to 
beconie the Redeemer of men. Deliver us, we flrom 

of / 

We humbly supplicate the answer of our 
the name of Uhnst, our Mediator and Lord. Mm* ' 


vomt^mvMu vnmL^mvsM>AX moening. 


un tun 94 Y Of oiucB and aops. 

JJmrfUi, mMhpkmdi jLnff^iBymn. 

I T IIE li the time to serve Lord, 

" ,l?iie time io invare the great reward ; 
And while the lamp holds out to burn, 
.The Tilost sinner may return. 

*i Life is the hour that God has givon 
To esoape firom hell, and fly to heafen ; 
The day of grace, and mortals may 
Secure the blessings of tho day. 

3 The living know that they must die, 

But all the dead forgotten lie ; 

Their memory and their sense is gone, 
Alike unknowing and unknown. 


Watw, 88, /. of I)ivino grace ! 


Emaonoirs nroir Sooiw. ii:~Truo believers know with satisfac- 
tion, joy, and thankftdaess, that all which oonoems them in time 
and in eternity is in the hand of God, who loves them and watches 
over them ymk the tenderness of a compassionate Father ; while at 
the same time they do not judge of their interest in God's lovo by 
mere outward events ; when enduring calamities in common with 
others, they have the inward testimony of the Spirit bearing witness 
with their spirit that they arc the children of God. 0 may this 
testimony, tliis witness, this assurance bo ours ! There is often a 
great resemblance in the outward circumstances of the righteous 
and the wicked in this life ; but what a difference in thei^ inward 
dispositions, views, affections, and cinoyments ; and what a wonder- 
ful difference beyond the grave ! True piety produces true joy. 
May wo be enabled to exemplify to all around, tho holy choorfhlnoss 
of Bivino araco ! 


ECCLESIASTES IX. 

^ Like (hinge happening to Qood and Bad. 

OOE^ all this I considered in my heart even to declare all 
tliia, that the righteous, and the wise, and their works, 
ar$ in the hand of God: no man knoweth either love or 
hatred by all that is before them. 

2 All things come alike to all: there is one event to the 
righteoua, and to the wicked ; to the good and to the clean, 
and to the unclean; to him that strcrificeth, and to him that 
sacrificeth not : as is the good, so is the sinner ; and he that 
Bweareth, as he that feareth an oath. 

8 This is an evil among all things that arc done under the 
sun, that there is one event unto all : yea, also the heart of 
the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart 
while they live, and after that they go to the dead. 

4 For to him that is joined to all the living there is hope : 
for a living dog is better than a dead lion. 

6 For the living know that they shall die : but the dead 
know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward ; 
for the memory of them is forgotten, 

6 Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now 
perished ; neither have they any more a portion for ever in 
any thing that is done under the sun. 

7 Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine 
with a merry heart ; for God now accepteth thy works. 

8 Let thy garments be always white ; and let thy head lack 
no ointment. 

10 Whatsoever thy hand fmdeth to do, do it with thy 
might ; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest. 

Ill returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to 
the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the 
wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to 
men of skill ; but time and chance happeneth to them all. 

12 For man also knoweth not liis time : as the fishes that 
are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are caught in 
the snare; so are the sons of men snared in an evil time, 
whe^i it falleth suddenly u^n them. 

18 This wisdom have I seen also under the sun, and it 
semed great unto me : 

14 7%sre was a little city, and few men within it; and 
th^ came a great king against it, and besieged it, and built 
great bulwarks against it : 

J16 Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by 
bii wisdom delivered the city ; yet ,no man. remembered that 
ssipe poor man* 

10 Tnben said I, Wisdom is better than strength : never- 
thrteil the pOmr man^s wisdom is despised, and his words are 
not hei^. 

11 The W<Wds of wise men are heard in quiet more than 
tW tite jpoldtli among fools. 

' 1$ wisdom U better than weapons of war : but one sinner 
destroyeih good* ^ 


PRAYER. 


■jl/TERCIFUL Lord God, we acknowledge that the righteous 
and the wise, and their works, are in thy hands. Our 
souls, our bodies, our substance, our comfort, our hopes, and 
all, are in thy hand. We desire, in the language of humble 
submission and believing confidence, to say, We are the^ 
Lord^s ; let him do with us what seemeth good in his sight ! 

We adore thee, O Lord, in thy sovereignty and wisdom 
displayed in all the events which befall the children of men. 
All is under the managing hand of thy providence. In those 
events which happen alike to the righteous and the wicked, 
we adore thy wisdom and equity. There is one event to tho 
righteous and the wicked ; to the good and to the clean, and 
to the unclean; to him that sacrificeth, and to him that 
sacrificeth not. When thou dost permit famine, pestilohce, 
and war, to visit the nations, wx see one event befalling the 
righteous and the wicked. Thou sendcst tlic ordinary diseases 
which afflict the children of men, and there we see one event 
befalling the clean and the unclean. In all these wc acknow-* 
ledge the wisdom >nd the justice of thy providential govern- 
ment. But may our eyes be open to sec the affecting difference 
between the righteous and the wicked, as it respects their 
state, their prospects, and their enjoyments. Lord give us an 
interest in thy favour, in thy covenant, in the person and 
righteousness of thy Son, and in all the blessings which he 
purchased by his death. O Lord God, give us this interest; 
then we will say with thy servant Habakkuk, Although the 
fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vine; 
the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no 
meat ; the flocks shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall 
be no herd iu the stalls ; yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I 
will joy in the God of my salvation. 

Graciously impress on our hearts what wo have now read of 
death, that last and solemn event, which shall separate us for 
ever from the objects of time and earth. As wc are sure we 
must die, O enable us assuredly to seek our interest in Christ, 
without which wo shall never be prepared to die. May the 
prospect of death powerfully convince us of the sinfulness of 
indulging envious and malevolent passions. And as death 
may so soon separate us from each other, may we study to 
provoke each other to love and good works. 

Lord, bless to our children and servants that wise and 
wholesome counsel, Whatsoever thy handfindeth to do, do it 
with thy might ; for there is no wqrk^ nor device, nor know^ 
ledge, nor wisdom, in tfie grave, whither thou goest. 

Lord, have mercy on our careless and graceless friends, 
and suffer them not to neglect the great concerns of the soul. 
May the certain prospect of death animate them to flee to 
Jesus from the wrath to oome. 

Accept our thanks for the meroidi of the night, and assist 
us in all the duties of the day. Give us grace to 'glorify 
thee ; and mav our prayers be graciously answered, for our 
Redeemer's sake. Amen* 


FOETY.POUETH WEKK.~TH0ESDAY EVENIN©. 


mercy’s CALL. 
Fordht^nidge. OharUy. Fiiuibury. 


1 /^OME, lot US bear his voice to-day, 

^ The counsels of his love obey ; , 

Nor let our hardened hearts renew 
The sins and plagues that Israel knew. 

2 Israel, that saw his works of grace, 

.Yet tempt their Maker to his face, 

A faithless, unbelieving brood 
That tired the patience of their God. 

3 Thus saith the Lord, How false they prove ! 

Forget my power, abuse my love ; 

Since they despise my rest, I swear. 

Their feet shall never enter there. 

Watts, Ps. 05. 

HEBREWS HI. 

OhriiVa FaithfiUneat and Intitaiions. 

W HEREFORE, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly 
calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our 
profession, Christ Jesus; 

2 Who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also 
Moses was faithful in all his house. 

3 For this man was counted worthy of more glory than 
Moses, inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more 
honour than the house. 

4 For every house is builded by some man*, but he that 
built all things is Ood. 

6 And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a ser- 
vant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken 
after ; 

6 But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house 
are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the 
hope firm unto the end. 

7 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day, if ye will 
hear his voice, 

8 Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day 
of temptation in the wilderness : 

9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my 
works forty years. 

10 Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said. 
They do alway err in their heart ; and they have not known 
my ways. 

11 Sol sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my 
rest.) 

12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil 
heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. 

.18 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day ; 
lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulncss of sin. 

14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if wo hold the 
beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end ; 

15 While it is said, To day, if yc will hear his voice, harden 
not your hearts, as in the provocation. 

16 For some, when they had heard, did provoke ; howbeit 
not all that came out of Egypt by Moses. 

17 But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it 
not with them that had sinned, whose carcases fell in the 
wilderness? 

18 And to whom sware he that they should not enter into 
his rest, but to them that believed not ? 

19 So we see that they could not enter in because of uu- 

beHef. 

Bbelxctioits upon Heb. in. — May Jesus, as our great Surety and 
High-^pnest, be the daily object of our loving and adoring admira- 
tion. ^ What a rich illus^ation and proof his incarnation, obedience, 
sufferings, and death, give of his faithfiilness to his new covenant 
engagements! Great was the work of Moses; infinitely greater the 
work of Christ Connected with the Old Testament Church, Moses 
was wonderful; connected with the Now Testament Ohuroh. Christ 
612 - ) 


is infinitely more wonderfiil. Great is the name of ifosee^ ^ ; 

! king of Jeshunm ; Christ’s name, as the xenowiied fikmooritf wMt 
I world, is above every name. Now iB our 6oi|«l«da^| is 
day of mercy, when we may enter into covenant Wiw God new 
wo may become the possessors of grace, and be tnade the heus of 
glory. Woe will be to those whose hearts confmue hardened dnxint 
such a day ! If such a day is lost, never to return, it- had beim 
better for them if they had never been bom I Mhjr the Holy %dzlt 
communicate his grace, that 4 ve may improve this our day ! Then 
wo shall at last enter upon tho ei\joyment of that rest whi<m re tti a im 
for the people of God. 

PRAYER. 

^ OD of salvation, and Hearer of prayer, enable us ^ thy 
good Spirit to draw near thy blessed throne, in the 
exercise of godly fear and lively confidence. In apjuoaohing 
the Divine presence, may we be impressed with tho necessity 
of purity of heart and holiness of affections ; remembering 
that, if we regard iniquity in our heart, thou the Lord wilt 
not hear us. May we therefore resolve with the Psalmist, We 
will wash our hands in iimocency, so will we compass thine 
i altar. 

We adore thee, O Jesus, as the apostle and high-priest of 
our profession ; and we praise thee that thou didst cheerfully 
come from heaven to earth on an errand of mercy, to deliver a 
miserable and enslaved world from the alarming consequences 
of sin. Great Saviour, we adore thee as the creator of that 
vast structure, the universe; thou art God, who built all 
things. But we adore thee as the builder of another structure, 
even thy Church, which reflects greater honour on thine attri- 
butes than all thine other works beside. 

We desire, O Jesus, to rejoice in the glorious fidelity with 
which thou didst fulfil all thy suretyship engagements. Greatly 
didst thou honour Moses, in giving him grace to be so faithful 
in all his house; but thou, O Redeemer of the Church, art 
infinitely more worthy of honour than Moses, for thou art* 
the actual builder of that spiritual temple, the Church, which 
I thou wilt preserve with great glory for ever. O that we may 
belong to this house, that we may be living stones in the 
sacred edifice. 

O may our beloved childr/m belong to this spiritual temple ; 
and may they be pillars in thy heaven above, to go no more 
out. 

Give all of us the satisfying evidence that we belong to thy 
Church. Give us confidence in the righteoumiess of Christy 
and give us joy in Christ ; and teach us to hold fast the con- 
fidence and tho rejoicing of thq hope firm unto the end of our 
days ; then we shril have the pleasing inwai^ testimony that 
we are thine, and that wc shall live in thy glorified presence 
through endless day. 

What reason have we, thou holy and heart-searching God, to 
mourn over our own hardness, and obstinacy, and unbelief I and 
what reason have we to mourn and lament over the proud and 
infatuated resistance which is made by thousands who hear, the 
Gospel, against the blessed, the affectionate, and the earz^t 
calls of meiw. Alas, multitude are constantly erring in their 
hea^B, and deliberately refusing 4:o know the ways of wiadoiUj 
holiness, and faith, wnich lead to heaven and immortali^. 
Glory to thy name, O God of mercy, that the calls of love are 
stiil continued to the impenitent among us. To such in thy 
presence as may belong to that number, O say, lirith Divm 
and effectual power, To-day, if you will hear my voice, 
not your hearts. Take heed lest there be in any of youbu 
evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living 

We thank thee, O God, for the mercies of the day, and ^ ' 
this opp^unity of addressing thy throne as the omMll 
thy special care. Mercifully hear our ^ W i^aid 
supplications, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. - 


rOWnr.POUETH WBBK^fRI©AY moaning. 


YotirrH AKo nnioMSNT. 

' Wmfkigion, M, Jtipp(m*9* 

X \r!Ei «oiis irf Adiun^ vain and young, 

4 Indillgo jrour eyea, indulge your tongue, 
aeb^hta your bouIs desire, 

And give a loose to all your fire : 

S Pursue the pleasures you design, 

And obeer your hearts with songs and wine ; 
]&joy the day of mirth, but know, 

There is a day of judgment too. 

8 GM firom on high beholds your thoughts, 

/ His book record your secret faults ; 

The works of darlniess you have done 
Ifust all appear before the sun. 

4 The vengeance to your follies due 

Should strike your hearts with terror through 
How will ye stand before his face, 

Or answer for his injured grace ? 

5 Almighty God, turn off their eyes 
From these alluring vanities ; 

And let the thunder of thy word 
Awoke their souls to fear the Lord. 


Watts, 89, J?. 7. 


ECCLESIASTES XI. 


JHligtnee in Qod*i Service, 

^AST thy bread upon the waters : for thou shalt find it 
^ after many days. 

2 Give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for thou 
knowest not what evil shall be upon the earth. 

8 If the clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves upon 
the earth : and if the tree fall toward the south, or toward the 
north, in the place where the tree falleth, there it shall be. 

4 He that observeth the wind shall not sow ; and he that 
regardeth the clouds shall not reap. 

8 As thou knowest not what is the way of the spirit, nor 
how the bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child : 
even so thou knowest not the works of God who maketh all. 

6 In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening with- 
hold not thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall 
prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be 
alike good. 

7 T^uly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for 
the eyes to behold the sun : 

8 But if a man live many years, and rejoice in them all; 
yet let him remember the days of darkness ; for they shall be 
numy. All that cometh is vanity. 

8 Bejoice, O young man, in thy youth ; and let thy heart 
cheer t^ in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of 
thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes : but know thou, 
that for all these things God will bring thee into judgment. 

li) Therefore remove sorrow from thy heart, and put away 
evil from thy flesh : for childhood and youth are vanity. 

JBhm9otX0in trvoif Eoouss. xi. — What a plain, profitable, and im- 
pogimt duty is that of giving to the poor ! In othing is a more 
certain mean of making men rich. No objections, drawn from our 
light to whait we have, from the narrowness of our circumstanoes, 
the dtSQ^^ which we have already met with in it, or 
froih ^ not knowing, how it can be made up to us, ought to make 
na ne^ebt so much os one opportunity of charity. Bn^ above all, 
it Is moal;:sfaififl and fbolish for either old or young to indulge their 
imd live imoOi}^^ about Jesus Christ and his salvation, 
an important death, an awfril judgment, and 
before them, and thej know not bow near. 
PllWiiiht fa the natural day, but infinitely ia<aedelightfrd 

ihi of the Sun of righteousness. 0 may this suu rise 


on us with holding in bis winga ! Temporal prosperity is a snare 
and injury to the soul, when it excludes from the mind the daily 
oontemplsrion of the day of death and the eternal world. What a 
charm is given to youth by the oheerfrilness of unfeigned piety ! 
Even the proimeots of a judgment-^y will not lessen or interrupt 
the joys or reugion. In the exercise of grace, the youthM saint 
longs for that day, that glorious day. 


PRAYER. 

W E bless thee, merciful God, who graciously hearest the 
prayers of thy people, as thou hast promi^ : The eyes 
of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open to 
their cry. Lord, we are in ourselves unrighteous, and there<« 
fore, on our account, no prayer that we present, however 
suitable, can possibly be answered. But* we rejoice that 
Jesus, our surety, has provided a righteousness, and that we 
are welcome to receive the benefit of that righteousness, and 
allowed on the foundation of its merits to plead the answer of 
our prayers. Look upon us, O prayer-hearing God, in the 
face of thine Anointed. 

We present our humble thanks for the mercies of the night, 
and that we are now permitted to fall prostrate before the 
throne of grace. Preserve us this day from offending thee by 
sinful imaginations, words, or actions. Teach us daily to 
remember the great end of our existence : to glorify God and 
enjoy him for ever; and give us grace to live up to that 
glorious end. 

Lord, instruct us in the important habit of going constantly 
about doing good. Give us a superlative love to God, and a 
lively, active faith in Christ; then we shall possess within 
us those holy motives and principles by which wo shall be 
animated to seek the glory of God, and the best interests of 
the children of men. Teach us to cast the seed of benevolent 
actions, holy counsels, and wise evangelical instructions, on 
the waters of society, encouraged by thy promise ; then wo 
shall not sow the seed in vain, but assuredly reap the fruit, 
though at the distance of many days. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for the clouds of rain, which empty 
themselves on the earth in refreshing showers ; but, above all, 
we thank thee for the clouds of grace, from which showers of 
saving blessings descend upon the garden of thy Church. | 

Lord, persuade our dear children in the morning of Ife to 
sow the seeds of diligence and knowledge and wisdom^ by a 
constant observance of the ordinances of religion, which will 
afterwards spring up by thy spirit into immortal life* 

We thank thee, O Lord, for the natural light of the suu of 
heaven, and for eyes to behold it. Wo bless thee we can say, 
in the enjoyment of the blessings of light, and eyes to see it, 
Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the 
eyes to behold the sun. Lord, cause the light of salvation, 
even the light of Jesus, to shine within us, and give ns the 
eye of faith to behold it ; then we shall be able to sing, in 
joyful accents, Truly the light of salvation is sweet, and it is 
a pleasant thing to behold the rays of the Sun of righteous* 
ness rising upon us with healing in his wings. 

Have mercy on our youth, O Lord. 0 may they never 
forget that, while they walk in the sight of their eyes, and in 
the ways of their own heart, yet for all these things God will 
bring them into judgment. On no day of our lives may we 
forget that there is a day of death and a day pf judgment. 

In the prospect of those days mav we flee to Jesus, who is 
willing to introduce us into another day, even an eternal, 
heavenly day. Father of all our mercies, graciously hear our 
prayers, for our exalted Saviour’s sake. Amen. 
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HOPS 119 THB SUES COVENANT. 

Pimtinii, Mtlianee* Wareham, u m. 

1 IJOW oft have sin and Satan itroTO 

To rend my soul from thee, my God ! 
vBttt everlasting is thy love, 

And Jesus seals it with his blood. 

2 The oath and promise of the Lord 
Join to confirm the wondrous grace ; 

Etemiil Power performs the word, 

And fills all heaven with endless praise. 

3 Amidst temptations sliarp and long 
My soul to this dear refuge flies ; 

Hope is ray anchor firm and strong, 

While tempests blow and billows rise. Watts, laa, J3. /. 

HEBREWS VL 

Apottcuy and Steadfoitnua. 

rilHEREFORE leaving the principles of tli© doctrine of 

^ Christ, let us go on unto perfection ; not laying again the 
foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward 
God, 

2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, 
and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 

3 And this will we do, if God permit. 

4 For ii is impossible for those who were once enlightened, 
and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers 
of the Holy Ghost, 

6 And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers 
of the world to come, 

6 If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repent- 
ance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, 
and put Atm to an open shame. 

7 For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft 
upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it 
is dress^, feeciveth blessing from God : 

8 But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and 
ii nigh unto cursing ; whose end is to be burned. 

9 But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and 
things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak. 

10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and 
labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in 
that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 

11 And we desire that every one of you do shew the same 
diligenoe to tlie full assurance of hope unto the end : 

12 That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who 
through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

18 For when God made promise to Abraham, because he 
could swear by no greater, he sware by himself, 

14 Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiply- 
ing 1 will multiply thcc. 

18 And so, after ho had patiently endured, he obtained tlie 
promise. 

16 For men verily swear by the gi’cater : and an oath for 
confirmation is to them an end of all strife. 

17 Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto 
the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed 
ii by an oath : 

18 That by two immutable things, in which it was impos- 
sible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who 
have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us : 

19 Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure 
and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil ; 

20 Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, 
made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 

^ Rafxaomjrs upon Heb. vi.— Perfection in knowledge, and in 
ev^ry grace, should be the object of our holy ambition, and the 
subjeot-mattar of our most earnest prayers. Wo should never rest 
satisfled with present attainments, nor with preset degrees of grace; 
but diligently s^k after a more extensive knowkd^ of the mys- 


' lories of the Gospel, and greater oonf<wwi<y to the Kjrine 
Let ns examine ourselves, whether our kUotrledgU of Iirvw thinijl 
is speculative or saving, and whether our emoymei^t of 'Religion has 
its orig^ in the living principle of grace in the souL Zt is a seule^:^ 
truth, that much may resemble grace which is not grace, as tho 
counterfeit resemblos the oniront com. Thoc^j^ iio genuine beiiev^ 
can fall from grace, many, alas ! have fallen into the depths of 
less woo from the lofty pinnacle of numerous, ' great, and distin* 
ipiishod attainments. What a dreadful spiritual calamity is aposta^ ! 
it is a disease seldom cured, and, alas! it is the awftil precursor of 
everlasting despair. Let nothing satisfy us but the root of the 
matter, namely, the possession of that spiri^al life, which flows 
from a saving union to Jesus, the fountain of life, the way, the truth, 
and the life. Then we shall be able to sing, “ When he who is our 
life shall appear, we shall bo like him, for wo shall see him aa he is.’*^ 

PRAYER. 

F ather of our mercies, with solemnity and godly fear we 
ought to approach thy sacred presence. 0 Lord, gra- 
ciously enable us in this manner to approach thee. May 
these words deeply affect our minds, when we draw near thy 
throne, and assemble around the domestic altar : The sacrifice 
of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, but the prayer 
of the upright is his delight. Lord, make ns holy and up- 
right and sincere in all our religious professions, and in dur 
religious services. O fulfil in our experience as a family that 
encouraging promise, and may we feel its influence in all our 
religious observances : I will refine them as silver is refined, 
and I will try them as gold is tried; and they shall call on 
my.name, and I will hear them : I will say. It is my people, 
and they shall say. The Lord is my God. 

We adore thee, O Lord, as a God of immutable truth. And 
we praise thee that thou hast given to thy Church thine oath, 
to convince them of the immutability of the counsels of thy 
law and of the covenant of thy grace. 

Holy Spirit, sanctify io oiir minds the affecting account we 
have now read of the awful and alarming sin of apostasy." 
Preserve us from that destroying sin. Convince those who 
s have a profession of religion without its power, that apostasy 
is a sin to which they are liable. May this conviction animate 
them to seek that saving grace which alone can prevent the 
calamity of apostasy from befalling them. Open their eyes 
to see the aggravation as well as the danger of this sin. O 
convince them that lo cast off a profession of the faith of 
Christ, is to crucify to themselves afresh the Son of God, and 
put him to an open shame. 

O Lord, wc lament that while nominal professors are liable 
to apostasy, real Christians are liable to baoksUding. We 
would mourn over the numerous instances of baokslidilig 
which have occurred among thy people ; and we confess Ieto 
lament that we have often offended thee by falling into a 
backsliding state. Lord, bring home thy word with power to 
the minds of backsliders. May this word be brought to their 
remembrance : If any man draw back, my soul shidl have no 
I pleasure in him. May we and our beloved relativeB haw 
reason humbly and confidently to say, We are not of them 
who draw back to perdition, but of them that b^eve to the 
saving of the soul. And now tre pray that our whole spirit 
and soul and body may be preserved blameless utkto file 
coming of our Lord Jesus. 

Lordj preserve our dear children from aposietsy or 
siting , The Lord preserve them unto his heavenly 
Have mercy on aged saints, and comfort them 
ho^ of heavenly joys. May they long to enter those baswui 
whither Jesus, the forerunner, has gone before them* ^ 

Accept our thanks for the mercies of the day. 
us thy fatherly care this night. Lord, hear toe 


of thine TOworthy Bupplumts, fat 
ithfbl and true Witness. Amen. ^ 
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. UW, R4imt| AUD HtAYBK. 

^ r MMUm» 

1 VtTHAT if life ?~ tif but a vapour, 

" Soon it vaiuibofl Away^ 

Life if Iflce a dying taper, 

Then my fom, why wish to stiw? 

Why not spread thv wings, and fly 
Up to yonw world on high ? 

3 What if earth ? — a world of sorrow, 
Btrow’d with flowers that quickly die ; 
Lovely though they seem, to-morrow 
All in ruin they shall lie I 
Upwards flx thy longing oyes, 

Beck a heavenly paradise ! 

3 What is heaven ? — a land of glory. 

Where the ransomed spirits dwell ; 
Ohaunting forth their wondrous story, 
Which they shall for ever tell ! 

Up my soul, and join their lays, 

to realms of endless praise. , 


. Templo. 


ECCLESIASTES XII. 

Oomsda to the Tovng, 

R emember now thy creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, 
when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them : 

2 While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, 
be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain : 

8 In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, 
and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders 
cease because they are few, and those that look out of the 
windows be darkened, 

4 And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the 
pound of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice 
of the bird, and all the daughters of musick slndl be brought 
low ; 

6 Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and 
fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish, 
and the grasshopper sh^l be a burden, and desire shall fail : 
because man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go 
about the streets : 

6 Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be 
broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel 
broken at the cistern. 

7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was : and the 
spirit shall return unto God who gave it, 

Sr Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher ; all is vanity. 

9 And moreover, because the preaclier was wise, he still 
taught the people knowledge ; yea, he gave good heed, and 
aotught out, and set in order many proverbs. 

W The preacher sought to find out acceptable words : and 
thi$i which was written was upright, even words of truth. 

I I The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened 
Aa the masters of assemblies, wh%<^ are given from one shep* 
herd* ’ 

12 Aicther, hy these^ my boDj be admonuhed: of 
many booika there ie no end; and mueh atudy is a 
weirinMa of the fleah. 

IS Let na hear the oonelusion of the whole matter: Fear 
God', and keep hia commandments : for this is the whole duty 

14 ^ God ahall bring every work into judgment, with 
lMl>g» whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 

jfKa Bqou8< xn.-"When the young devoutly and 
napemher that they ore mode by God, and for God, 
'inmw^wey' and have wwe ipven to be devoted to God’s service 
that he hM a ii|4t to their love, service, and 


comparative darkness i it will soon be followed by the joys of heaven, 
where ** Ood ahall be Us everlasting light, and whore the daypof hii 
mourning shall be , ended.*’ True piety, obtained in youth, sheds 
over the whole of life a most salut^ influence, and in advanced 
years wUl sustain and oomfort the mind, even under a heavy loud of 
infirmities, and will animate the soul with the cheering prospect of 
the imperishable vigour and liveliness of the celestial state. The 
believer, while meditating on 'the frailty and feebleness of his earthly 
tabernacle, can take up the language of the inspired Apostle aud say, 
in the exercise of triumphant feith, “ He will change our vile body, 
and liken it to Christ’s glorious body.*’ 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, enable us by thy spirit to present onr 
" mornins sacrifice in the name of C^ist. Adored and 
praised be thy name, O Saviour, that thou hast said, for the 
encouragement of thy Church in all generations, Whatsoever 
yo shall ask the Father in my name he will give it you. 
Holy Spirit, enable us to depend upon the righteousness and 
intercession of Christ alone for the acceptance of our persons 
and for the answer of our prayers. Respecting our blessed 
Saviour may we be enabled to* say, in the exercise of lively 
faith. In whom we have boldness and access by the faith of 
him. 

Lord, acoept our thanksgivings for the refreshing rest and 
the kind protection afforded us during the past night. Thou 
hast kept us as the apple of thine eye, and thou hast hidden us 
under the shadow of thy wings. Be our God and our guide 
this day. Thou hast brought us in safety to the concluding 
day of another week ; and we praise thee that long ere now we 
have not been cut down in the midst of our iniquities. Wo 
thank God for what we have now read in the Holy Sermtures* 
Thou art the Creator of the ends of the earth. Exalted 
Saviour, we desire to ascribe to thee deserved glory as Creator 
of all things. By thee were all things created that are in 
heaven or in earth, visible and invisible; whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers, all things 
were created by thee and for thee. Thou didst exist before all 
things, and that eternally ; and by thee all things Consist. 

Give the rising race thy holy spirit, that they may be 
enabled to follow the wholesome counsels we have now read. i 
Teach our beloved children to remember thee their Creator 
in the days qf their youth, before the days of old age arrive 
— those evil days of infirmity and weakness and pain, when 
they shall say, Jre have no pleasure in them* Give our 
servants Divine grace to remember their Creator daily, and 
to feel more concerned to please God than man* 

Lord, enable all of us to remember thee our Creator. Ever 
may we remember that, because thou art our Maker, we are 
tby property, and therefore thou bast a sovereign right to 
dispose of us as seemeth meet in thy sight. May we remember 
that our bodies and souls were formed not only by thy power, 
but for thy glory. O may we never forget that our Creator 
actually became man, and came from heaven to earth to 
become our Redeemer. Thou, O Jesus, art not only the 
mighty Creator; thou art also the mighty Saviour, 

Iioid God, have mercy on the aged, whose situation is so 
affectingly described in what we have now read. While to 
them the very light of the sky appears darkened by the dim- 
ness of their sight, O may their minds be illuminated by the 
increasing light of a spiritual day. When the hands of the 
keepers of the house begin to tremble with weakness, O tiiny 
the hand of their faith be strong and mighty to perform 
spiritual exploits. When their desire even for lawful, earthly 
enjoyments begins to fail, may thmr desire for spiritual and 
heavenly enjoyments inorease. 

For the sake of Jesus, mercifully hear our prayers and 
forgive our sins, Ametu 
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IS2tO&LtKKCt OF CHRISTAS FRIESTHOOD. 

Ihikc Street. Icede- ^ ■* 

\ ^ liyrONG all the priests of Jewish race, 
iVi j08ug the most illustrious stands; 

Tlie radiant beauty of his face 
Buporior lovo and awo demands. 

2 Not Aaron or Melchisedek 

Could claim such high descent ns lie ; 

His nature and his name bespeak 
His unexampled pedigree. 

9 Descending from the otemal God, 

3 Io bears tho name of his own Son ; 

And, dressed in human flesh and blootl, 

Ho puts his priestly garments on. 

4 The mitred crown, the embroidered vest 
With graceful dignity he wears ! 

And, in full splendour, on his breast, 

Tho sacred oracle appears. 

5 So ho presents his sacrifice, — 

An oftbring most Divinely sweet ; 

While clouds of frogrant incense risi^, 

And cover o’er the mercy seat. 

5 The Father with approving smile 
Accepts the offering of his Son : 

New joys the wondering angels feel, 

And haste to bear the tidings down. 

S. Stennktt. 

HEBREWS VIII. 

CkrieVe PrieeUiood and the New Covenant. 

lyr OW of the things which we have spoken this is the sum : 

We have such an high priest, who is set on the right 
hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens j 
2 A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, 
which the Lord pitched, and not man. 

8 For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacri- 
flcea: wherefore it is of necessity that this man have somewhat 
also to offer. 

4 For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing 
that there are priests that offer gifts according to the law : 

6 Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly 
things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about 
to make the tabernacle : for. See, saith he, that thou make all 
things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount. 
6 But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministrv. bv 


B»raxono« vmv Era. mflnitdy 5^. 

appears in heaven as the representatlTO and advocate w 
Church ! There he is exalted for above oU 

there he receives tho homage of angels, and the j^mcs^rniist nM 
made perfect : there they have no need of or of pie moon, 

for God and the Lamb are the light thereof. Wo caimot conceive 
tho perfection of tho worship of heaven; which. is perfeM^ 
perfect beings, and imder tho sole direction and management of Jettts, 
in his mediatorial capacity, as the minister of the heaven^ sanctuaiy, 
Arc wo interested in Christ? then wo have the assured hopes that 
we shall form a part of tho innumerable choir of adoxiw womapmrs, 
under tho direction of tho same Divine Advocate, and animated, by 
his spirit; then we shall rejoice in the exaltation of Christ, and in 
tho assured hope of the glory of God. 

PRAYER. 

H eavenly Father, thou art IsraeFs God, and as an 
evidence of thy love to thy people, thou hast made with 
them an everlasting covenant, well ordered in all things and 
sure. In our approach to the throne of grace, O Hearer of 
prayer, graciously fulfil in our blessed experience the promi^ 
given to thy Church : T will pour out upon the house of David 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and of sup- 
plication. O pour out on each of us, on all of us, the spirit of 
grace and of supplication. 0 instruct us in the matter of prayer, 
teaching us what we ought to pray for. Instruct us in the 
manner of prayer, that we may know how to pray for what we 
nee%l. Instruct us ever to present our supplications through 
the ali-prevailing merit of the atonement which Jesus made 
on Calvary, and through his all-prevalent intercession before 
the heavenly throne. 

We thank our heavenly Father for the mercies of another 
day, and for the blessings of another week. Forgive the sins 
we have committed, and sanctify the events of providence 
which have passed over our heads. 

W atch over us this night ; and 0 spare us to see another day 
of sacred rest, and to enjoy the delightful ordinances of thy 
I house. On thy approaching day may great joy pervade all 
the churches : and may multitudes of Satan^s captives be set 
free, and the songs of angels be proclaimed in sweetest melody, 
because of repenting sinners. 

We would rejoice, O Jesus, in thine exaltation as the great 
high-priest of the Church. We have such an high-priest, who 
is set on the right hand of tlie throne of the majesty in the 
heavens. 0 may we reflect, with wonder, joy, and tbankfoU 
ness, on the unparalleled dignity of thy priesthood. O Jesus, 
thou art the second person of the adorable Trinity, the Son 
of God, equal with the Father and the Divine Spirit. Enable 
us to rejoice in the dignity of thy priesthood. O Jesus, tho * 
sacrifice thou presentedst was infinitely more valuable than 
all the thousands of sacrifices presented during centuries by 
Jewish priests; for the sacrifice was thyself, thy spotlesi 
humanity, rendered infinitely valuable by its connection with 
thy Divine person. Enable us to wonder, love, and pratse, 

I when we contemplate the dignity of thy priesthood. 

O Lord, make with us as a family an everlasting covenant 
I of grace, of love, and of faithfulness. Say to ns, we earneltlj 
pray, I will put my laws into your mind, and write them in 
your hearts ; and I will be to you a God, and ye shall to 
me a people. , ^ 

0 make thh blessed covenant with our dear ehiUlren .r ; wirf , 
thy law in their mind, and write it in their hearts* 

Itear this our petition in their behalf. 

Hasten the day when all the nations of the eartb 4^1 ; 
Bubwibe thy covenant, Jews as weU as Gentilea: . 

all shall know the Lord, from the least even uiito ; 

Graciously hear pur prayers, for Jesus’ 1 

graccT of our liord «Tesus Cfirist le with us aU. An^. 


6 But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by 
how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which 
was established upon better promises. 

7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should 
no place have been sought for the second. 

8 For finding fault with them, he saith. Behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah : 

9 Not according to the covenant that I made with their 
fathers in the day when 1 took them by the hand to leful them 
out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my 
covenant, and I regard^ them not, saith the Lord. 

10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel after those days, saith the Lord ; 1 will put my laws 
into their mind, and write them in their hearts : and I will be 
to them a God, and they shall be to me a people : 

11 And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and 
every man his brother, saying, Kno^y the Lord : for all shall 
know me, from the least to the greatest. 

12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and 
their sins and their iniquities will 1 remember no more. 

18 In that be saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first 
old. Now that which deoayeth and waxeih old is ready to 
vanish away. 
ei6 
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THl CHIEF C0UNEa*8T0NE. 

^ItS what a liTing stone 
^ Tb^ builden did refhse ; 

Tet God hath built his Ohuroh therconi 
In spite of envious Jews. 

The soribe and on^y priest 
Beject thine only Son ; 

Yet on this rook shall Zion rest, 

Am ^e chief corner-stone. 

The work, 0 Lord, is thine. 

And wondrous in our eyes ! 

This day declares it all Divine 
This day did Jesus rise. 

This is the glorious day 
That our Bedeomer made ; 

Lot us rejoice, and sing, and pray, 

I^ot oil the. Church bo glad. 


Watts, /'#. 118 . 


PSALM CXVIII. 

O/urti iht Coi-ncr-stone. 


f PHE voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tabernacles 
of the righteous: the right hand of the Loud doeth 
valiantly. 

16 The right hand of the Lokd is exalted : the right hand 

the Loud doeth valiantly. 

17 I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the 
Loiu>« 

18 The Lord hath chastened me sore: but he hath not 
given me over unto death. 

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go in to 
them, and I will praise the Lord : 

20 This gate of the Loud, into which the righteous shall 
enter. 

21 I will praise thee; for thou hast heard me, and art 
become my salvation. 

^22 The stone which the builders refused is Deeome the 
head atone of the comer. 

28 This is the Lord's doing ; it is marvellous in our eyes. 

24 This is the day zahich tlic Loud hath made ; wo will 
rejoice and be glad in it. 

25 Save now, I beseech thcc, O Lord : O Lord, I beseech 
thee, send now prosperity. 

26. Blessed 6e ho that coraeth in the name of the Lord : 
we have blessed you out of the liouse of the Loud. 

27 God is the Lord, which hath shewed us light : hind the 
aabrifioe with cords, even unto the horns of the altar. 

28 Thou art my God, and I will prai'*e thee ; thou art my 

Gpd# I will exalt thee. , . , . 

29 O give thanks unto the Lord ; for he is good : for bis 
mmey mdureth for ever. 


JtEFZJBOTioini tnpoir Psiuc cxvin. — ^Tho heart of the believer is the 
seat of happi&ess; because Jesus fills the throne of his affections. 
Hb is the scene of blerndne^; because his abode is a 

temple, where God is praised and adored. God has 
glorMuiriy diqplayed bis power in the triumphs of the cross ; and ho 
Wi^; illustrious manifestations, in the conquest 

pfiA deatrooiioii of all the enemies of hi3 Church. On earth, the 
be&ew redly lives, for Christ lives in him hy his grace: and ho 
lo flie glory of God, as the God of his salvation. 

live; and in the heavixoly, happy land, he 
W in aweet, mdodious accents, ms dear 

wdum ^od chaatiseB his people, he chastises 
as a be sore, but in mewum. 

If he wounds, his are the wounds of a mend, while he amots, 


ho upholds: his rod is di^^wd in love, and is applied in mci^y,--^ 
With great joy the believer enters through the gates of the sanctumy 
on eaith, to smg his great Bedeemer’s praise. He is glad when it . 
is said to him, Let us go up to the house of the Lord our God.*’ 
But with, what triumph, and with what ecstaoies of joy, ho shall 
pass through tho pearly gates of heaven, to unite with the myriads 
of spotless redeemed spirits in singing the praises of God and tho 
Lomh! None can pass through those gates without a title to 
heaven, without preparation for heaven^: the righteousness of Christ 
is tho title, and the preparation is given by Christ’s spirit. Xf wo 
earnestly seek them, we shall oasur^y obtain thorn. 


PKAYER, 

^ LORD our God, the return of thy sacred day reminds us 
of thy mercy, and of the powerful obligations under 
which we are laid to worship and praise thy name as the God 
of salvation. We praise tliee that we are assembled as a 
family to glorify thee, our God and Father in Christ. May 
our abode ever prove to be tho habitation of the righteous, 
and within our walls may tho voice of rejoicing and salvation 
be daily heard. O teach us to sing praises to our God, to 
sing praises ; to sing praises to oui* King, to sing praises. 
Because thou art King of all the earth, may we sing praises 
unto thee with the understanding. 

Thou, O Lord, art tlie mighty God ; and as the God of 
Zion, and tho saviour and defender of thy people, thy right 
hand hath done valiantl 3 ^ In all our supplications may we 
have abundant reason to believe that thou art the hearer of 
prayer, and therefore sing with the Psalmist, We will praise 
thee ; for thou hast heard us, and art become our salvation. 

O God, thou art the Lord, the sovereign Ruler ; and in thy 
government cxcrcisest almighty power, unerring wisdom, and 
unlimited goodness. But, in the government of thy Church, 
how eminently dost thou appear as the God of light ! O that 
each member of our family may have reason to say, God is 
the Lord which hath shewed us light. We are encouraged, 
O Lord, to claim an interest in thee as our God in Christ. 
Holy Spirit, enable us to say with sincerity of heart, Thou 
art our God, and we will praise thee \ thou art our God, and 
wc will exalt thee. 

O Lord, let the fame of Christ he exalted this day in the 
preaching of the everlasting Gospel. And let the right hand 
of God be exalted, in bringing many under tho saving power 
of the Word of life; and may thy right hand, O Lord, do 
valiantly in subduing the enemies of the cross, and in making 
a people willing in the day of thy power. 

Gracious God, we rejoice that thy people enjoy a spiritual, 
a Divine, and an honourable life, which is hidden with Christ 
in God. O give each of us, and all our relatives, and the con« 
gregation with which we hope to worship thee this day, that 
spiritual life which arises from union to Jesus Christ, and 
which shall never terminate in death. O Lord, wo pray that 
we may all be taught hy thy spirit to say, in the exercise of 
faith in Christ as our living head, Wo shall not die, but live, 
and declare the works of the Lord. 

0 bless our dear children; may they not die etemaUy^ 
but may t*iey live spiritually ; and wlhen our heads are laid 
in the nikni tomb, may they 4eclare the works of the Lord. 

We thank thee for the mercies of the past night. Grant 
us thy gracious countenance when we enter ihy courts. Assist 
our beloved minister and all thy servants to proclaim the glory 
of Jesus, as the stone which the builders despise, hut who is 
now made the chief stone of the comer. O hear our feeble 
prayers fbr^iur Saviour’s sake., Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, fte. 
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FOETY-ijlTH WEEK. — SABBATH EVENING. ' 


BUMBDNKU ov lUlim AMO MnBBT OF 8IMNBM. 

MmmM. Worcttkr. Mfford. c. 

1 TliaiST are the undefiled in heart, 

" Whose ways are right and clean : 

Who nerdr from thy law depart, 

But fly from eyery sin, 

2 Blest are the men that keep thy word, 

And practise thy commands ; 

With their whole heart they seek the Lord, 

And serre thee with their hands. 

3 Great is their peace who love thy law, 

How firm tneir souls abide ! 

I^'or can a bold temptation draw 
Their steady feet aside. 

4 Then shall my heart have inward joy. 


And keep my face from shame, 
When all my statutes I obey. 
And honour alLthy name. 


Watts, P#. 1J9, p. 7. 


PSALM CXIX, 

BUmdnest of moving Qod, 

ALEPn, PART 1. 

B lessed are the undeflled iu the way, who walk in the 
law of the Lord. 

2 Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek 
him with the whole heart. 

8 They also do no iniquity : they walk in his ways. 

4 Thou hast commanded u$ to keep thy precepts diligently. 
5 O that my ways were directed to keep thy statutes 1 
6 Then shall 1 not be ashamed, when 1 have respect unto 
all thy commandments. 

7 1 will praise thee with uprightness of heart, when I shall 
have learned thy righteous judgments. 

8 I will keep thy statutes : O forsake me not utterly. 

DETH, PART II. 

TITHERE WITHAL shall a young man cleanse his way? 
by taking heed thereto according to thy word. 

10 With my whole heart have I sought thee ; O let me not 
wander from thy commandments. 

11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not 
•in against thee. 

12 Blessed art thou, O Lord : teach me thy statutes. 

18 With my lips have I declared all the judgments of thy 
mouth. 

14 I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as much 
oa in all riches. 

15 1 will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto 
thy ways. 

16 I will delight myself in thy statutes : I will not forget 
thy word. 

BsFUicmoKS upoK PsALu; ciix, Parts i. and n. — Impurl of 

nature, unsubdued lusts, and ungovernable paBsions, oro tho greatest 
ourso, and the most grievous calamity. A sanctified soul, holy 
affections, heavenly desiros, Divine principles, and a godly life, ore 
the sure evidonoes of the favour of God, and a title to the celestial 
abodes. While tho men of the world ore seeking a^r its profits, 
its pleasures, and its honours, may the fondest object of my heart 
be, to seek conformity to God^s imago, and to live in the enjoyment 
of his gracious smiles. What an inestimable blessing, that God.has 
giv«i us his laws to direct our steps ! In all the perplexities of 
Bfe, if we take the Hght of the Divmc law for our guide, our path 
will be att^ded with safot}', smd «our minds will be filled with 
peace. Bhame and odnfhsion and fear are certainly found associated 
with a lifr of profanity and sin; while they who observe God*s 
ordinances, and respect his laws, are not ashamed in the^prasnee of 
men, nor confound^ in the presence of God. ^cy who love God’s 
6X8 


laws iiiT«riabl 7 admire his perfeoboM ; and ^ 

is always aeoompaded with the adotujgpraiae of ttaMJwr, Btowed 

axe they who drink at the fotmtains of im^pinrfiwkr the yratoa ww 
pure, spottess, purifying, and refireohii^. ^ a» ^ 

whose memories are the saored depositonea (H xhyiae troth. 


FBAYEB. 

TMTOST merciful Father and God, we deaire, at the doae of 
lu. thj bleased day, to draw near thy throne in the name 
of our great High-prieat, and to acknowledge thy Me aa ed n eea. 

! Blessed art thou, 0 Lord ; teach us thy statutee. Thou art 
' cascntially blessed, and thou art independently and infinitely 
blessed. Nothing can affect thy blesaedneaa. It remains 
undisturbed even when the standard of rebellion was unfurled 
near thy celestial throne, and when myriads of angels left 
their first estate, and attempted to oppose and oyertoni thy 
government. We rejoice in thy communicative blessedness. 
All the blessedness of angels and men fiows from thee. What 
reason have we to rejoice that thou hast innumerable bleasings 
laid up in the covenant of grace, and that thou art willing to 
enrich any penitent, humble applicant with that vast and 
spiritual inheritance 1 O Lord, may we be blessed with all 
spiritual and heavenly blessings iu heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus. 

We present the tribute of our praise for the distinguished 
mercies and privileges of this Sabbath. We thank &ee for 
answer to prayers presented in behalf of ministers and coa- 
gregations. We trust that in many instances thou hast put 
the heavenly treasure into the earthen vessel, that the excel* 
lency of the power may be of God, and not of man. We 
commit ourselves to thy gracious care this night. May we 
and all our relatives find that we are mercifully preserved by 
him who is the guardian of Israel, who never slumbers nor 
sleeps. 

God grant that the truth to which we have listened this 
day may be deeply impressed on all our hearts ; and let it not 
‘ resemble the water spilt upon the ground, that cannot bo 
gathered up again. 

Lord, sanctify us as a family, and make us an evntnplB and 
a blessing to the neighbourhood iu which we dwell, and to the 
families with which we are connected. May we be ftmong 
those blessed ones who are the undefiled in the way, and who 
walk in the law of the Lord. Teach us to walk in the way of 
faith and in the way of obedience. Enable us to lay up in 
our heart the promises and precepts of our God j and may wo 
keep them as a sacred treasure of invaluable worth. We gre 
now professedly seeking thee our God and Saviour; O 
us to seek thee with our whole heart. 

/lave merctj on our dear children. Bkn io them tkit 
important question : Wherewithal shall a young man "k'mr 
his way t Impress this question on their hsarts ; and c b ut 
vince them that their way and life wiU be cleansed, by 
heed thereto according to thy word. Teach our servsmts 


to love thy word^ to have respect to thy to Jekr 
naftie, and to run tn the way qf Ihy commandm^ntSi 

Lord, suffer us not to wander from thy ommnaQdma&tfe. 
We confess that wo are prone to wander. Give us gntee to 
hide thy word in our heart, and to follow it ir. our livM ; 
wo shall not sm against thee. Lord, make ua to rtiaiw ax 
the way of thy testimonies, and may we sbundantlr onenmiL 
the truth, that wisdom’s ways are ways of 
all her paths peace. We desire to prti^ tbs tasHmofiiMh 
word, thine ordinances, and % Son, faefiito adl ijaWAV 

Heaf these our impeifoot prayers, for Jesu*^ i«li. i Aimn. 

Our Father whioh art in heavmii, ftc. , 


W^K.--M0KMY HOSKINO. 


tittutftf MifftAMim TO ttia raoptB. 

JMMjjgdrf* Cum M ei. KiiMUv^ JLiHwvtm* l. «• 

- 1 rpBS .tbioe of my beloved aotmda 

^ Oveettbetodos and rising gro^^ 

O^et hills of g^lt, and seas of griefi 
He lea]^ he dies to mj relief. 
i HoVr through the veil of flesh I boo 
With eyes of love he looks at me ; 

Kow in tho gospel’s clearest glass 
He shovrs the Mauties of his face. 

' 3 Gently he draws my heart along 

Both with his beauties and his tongue ; 

Bise^ saith my Lord, make haste away, 

No mfirtal joys are worth thy stay. 

' Watts, 69, H. /. 

SOLOMON^S SONG I. 

Zove of Chitt a/ad ilvt Chm'cK 

rpHE song of songs, which w Solomon’s. 

A 8 Because of the savour of thy good ointments thy 
name is Oi ointment poured forth, therefore do the virgins 
love thee. 

4 Draw me, we will run after thee : tho king hath brought 
me into his chambers : we will be glad and rejoice in thee, wc 
Will remember thy love more than wine: the upright love 
thee. 


6 I om black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, as 
the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon. 

6 Look not upon me, because I am block, because the sun 
hath looked upon me : my mother’s children were anpy with 
me j they made me keeper of the vineyards ; but mine own 
vineyard have I not kept. 

7 Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth, where thou 
feedest, where thou makest thy jlock to rest at noon : for 
why should I be as one that tumeth aside by the flocks of 
thy companions ? 

8 If thou know not, O thou fairest among women, go thy 
way forth by the footsteps of the flock, and feed thy kids 
beside the shepherds’ tents. 

9 I have 'compared thee, O my love, to a company of horses 
in Pharaoh’s chariots. 

10 Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels, tliy neck 
with chains of gold. 


SOLOMON’S SONG II. 

I AM the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys. 

2 As the lily among thorns, so is my love among the 
daughters. 

8 As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my 
beloved among the sons. I sat down under his shadow with 
great ddight, and his friiit was sweet to my taste. 

4 He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner 
over me was love. 

10 My beloved spake, and said unto me. Rise up, my love, 
my jfair one, and come away. 

11 For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone ; 

12 The &wers appear on the earth ; the time of the Sing- 
hs of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in 
our lend; 

18 The fig tree putteth forth her green fi^, and the vines 
teifA the tender grape give a good smell. Arise, my love, my 
one^ and come away. 

14 0 my dove,^fAa/ art in the clefts of the rock, in the 
auevet plaeso of the stairs, let me see thy countenance, let me 
thy voioe; for tweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is 



BsttJiarioiis UKW Sonaxoir’s Soto x., n.— The great burden of 
tiblonm’s SoBl^ is Christ and his Church. They who read these 
songs with a Spiritual stfo, esn eaperienoe no dudculty in soeiiig 


that they are fhU of Christ, fiiU of the poetical delineations of bio 
exoeUenoes, and fall of tho expresrions of his love. The graces of 
believers are that precious ointment which Christ pours upon his 
people. When these graces are in exercise, th^y exhale deughtfd 
fragrance; and it is then that tho name of Christ, which is above 
every naipe, peculiarly inspires his people with lovo, .confldenoo, and 
joy. The religion of Christ is full of the most wonderful attractions : 
Jesus attracts believers to himself. This holy attraction begins in 
conversion, continues till time shall cease, and shall endure for ever. 
Tho ordinances of religion are those blessed chambers where this 
attraction is especially experienced ; it is there the soul is especially 
drawn out in love to Christ; it is there the believer especially 
enjoys the delights of his fellowship. 


PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, in obedience to thy gracious command, 
we desire, as a family, to seek thy face and the blessings 
of thy salvation. O that we were enabled to say, in the Ian* 
guage of thine inspired servant. When thou saidst. Seek yo. 
my face, my heart said unto thee, Thy face. Lord, will I seek. 
Holy Spirit, enable us to seek the Lord and his strength ; yea, 
to seek his face continually. Teach us to seek God with tho 
heart, and then we shall find the accomplishment of thine 
encouraging promise : Thou shalt find the Lord, if thou seek 
him with all thy heart and with all thy soul. 

We present our humble acknowledgments for tho mercies 
of the night, and that we are the kind monuments of the 
sparing mercy of the Lord our God. Long hast thou given 
us providing mercy, supporting mercy, and forbearing mercy; 
we now earnestly pray that thou wouldst give us, through 
Christ, saving and redeeming mercy. Graciously continue 
with us this day the supplies of thy providence. Give us 
bodily strength and mental energy to perform the duties of 
our temporal calling, which are necessary for time, but, above 
all, that wo may ardently engage in those spiritual duties 
which are necessary for eternity. Suffer us not to offend thee 
this day. O Lord, hold up our goings. 

Holy Spirit, bless to us what wc have now read of tho 
mutual love of Christ and his Church. Make us living, holy, 
and useful members of the Church of Christ; give us the 
pleasing evidence that we are the objects of the Saviour’s 
love ; and O let our hearts be inspired with a superlative love 
to Christ. Thy name, O Jesus, is above every name. Thy 
name is infinitely more honourable and exalted than the 
names of angels and archangels ; and at thy name every knee 
shall bow, and every tongue shall confess that thou art Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. Give us grace to love thy 
name, and may we feel what the saints of old felt, when they 
said. Thy name is as ointment poured forth. Lord Jesus, 
draw our hearts to thyself, that we may behold the glorious 
excellences of thine essence as God, and the matchless per- 
fection of thy character as Mediator. Lord Jesus, draw us 
by the sweet influences of thy spirit ; then shall we observe 
thine ordinances with delight, and run with joyful persever- 
ance in the way of thy commandments. 

O may we see in our dear children the pleasing evidefwe 
of their youthful hearts being warmed with lope to Christ. 
Discover to them, O Jesus, thy loveliness, and captivate them 
with thy glory. 

O Lord, have mercy on our aged friends, who are drawing 
near the grave. Give them assured confidence that they are 
Christ’s, and that Christ is theirs. “When they come to the 
verge of the Jordan of death, O may they hear Jesus inviting 
them to heaven in such language as the following : Rise up, 
my fair one, and come away« For, lo, the winter is past, and 
the rain is over and gone. Arise, my love, my fair one, and 
come away. 

Lord, hea]r our prayers and forgive our sins, for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 
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FORTy-riFTH WEEK.— MONDAY BVBNINO. 


mot Ot PABDOK. 

Cfmtlle, Nem Oxenden, Oond^mlm, c. m. 

1 IJ OW condescending and how kind 

Was God’s etemS Son ! 

Our misery reachod his heavenly mind, 

And pity brought him down. 

2 Wlien justice, by our sins provoked, 

Drew forth its di'eadful sword, 

He gave his soul up to the stroke. 

Without a murmuring word. 

3 He sank beneath our heavy woes, 

To raise us to his throne ; 

There’s ne’er a gift his hand bestows, 

But cost his heart a groan. 

Watts, 4, i?. Jlf. 

Jc8U8 the Hiffk-piieat and Testator* 

B ut Christ being come an high priest of good things to 
come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not 
made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; 

12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his 
own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having ob- 
tained eternal redemption for us. 

18 For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes 
of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purify, 
ing of the flesh : 

14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit oftcred himself without spot to God, purge 
your conscience from dead works'to serve the living God ? 

16 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testa- 
ment, that by means of death, for the redemption of the 
transgressions that were under the first testament, they which 
are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 

16 For where a testament is, there must also of necessity 
be the death of the testator. 

17 For a testament is of force after men are dead : other- 
wise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth. 

18 Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated 
without blood. 

19 For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the 
people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and 
of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and 
sprinkled both the book, and all the people, 

20 Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God 
hath injoined unto you. 

21 Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, 
and all the vessels of the ministry. 

22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood ; 
and without shedding of blood is no remission. 

28 It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in 
the heavens should be purified with these ; but the heavenly 
things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 

24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with 
hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us : 

26 Nor yet that he should oftcr himself often, as the high 
priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of 
otheh ; 

26 For then must he often have suffered since the founda- 
tion of the world : but now once in the end of the world hath 
he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 

27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after 
this the judgment ; 

28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; 
and unto them that look for him shall ho appear the second 
time without sin unto salvation. 


Bjn^cTiOHS um Hbb. ix.— Our blessed Lord appeared on earth, 
in his humiliation, as a saoiificiug High-priest ; but he now appears 
020 


in heayen, in hii exaltation, ai an intemeding ]li3r.S 

be onr priTilMe to behold him id the beaTenfy tabecn^.-ana^ 
in all the aplendour of hia sJoriona medu^anal. yeheal^ 
infinitely premou* is the blood of Ohriat, in doimiie^ 0(f flw 
mysterious personal connection subsisting betwixt his Divinity and 
humanity! The value of his preoiouB blood appeaw in the |fl<«y to 
which ho himself is exalted, and in that great salvation which tin 
shedding of his blood procured. Did Josus shed his blood to aave? 
Let us then never doubt of his willingness to save. Did ho ftedy 
die to save? 0 lot ns fireely, thankfully, and immediatdy Motive 
I that salvation which is the fimit of his death. Did all the Leyitioal 
observances point to holiness ? Did they constantly enfone hoi^ess? 
Did they direct the mind to Josus, the founttin opened for sin and 
uncleenncsa? Then lot us in these blessed Now Testamimt Gospel 
days look to Josus, that by hia righteousnoaa wo may bo deU^erod 
from sin’s guilt, and that by his spirit we may be washed from sm’s 
pollution. 

PRAYER. 

I N all our approaches to thy throne, 0 Lord our God, may 
we be ever deeply sensible of our numerous infirmities and 
great unworthiness. What reason have we to praise thee, that 
thy Holy Spirit is willing to help our infirmities, seeing we 
know not what to pray for as we ought ! Lord, enable us to 
draw near to thee as sons, and may God send forth the spirit 
of his Son into our hearts, teaching us to cry, Abba, Father. 

Forgive, O Lord, the sins of which we have been guilty 
during the past day. From thee, O Jesus, as the R(mk of 
ages, we seek shelter from that wrath which our sins deserve, 
and from which nothing can defend us but the shield of thy 
righteousness. We thank God for the mercies of the day; 

I and we earnestly pray that wo may be ever preserved from 
the sin of unthankfulness. 

W’^c acknowledge thee, blessed Saviour, as the high-pricst of 
things to come. Praise to thy name, that, as our high-priest, 
thou hast obtained for us, by the sacrifice of thyself, a glorious 
inheritance beyond the grave. Lord, give us a love to heavenly 
objects, and a longing desire to be admitted into' the heavenly 
• world. With an apostle may we be enabled to say, Our con- 
versation is in heaven, whence we look for the Saviour. O 
that our words, our actions, and our life were constantly 
manifesting the heavenly influence of the Gospel ; and that 
we were really among the number of those who are travelling 
to the blissful regions of immortality, holiness, and joy. 

Sanctify, Divine Saviour, what we have now read of thy 
blood and righteousness. We rejoice that, while the blood of 
bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer, could only 
sanctify ceremonially to the purifying of the flesh, the blo^ 
of Christ can purge our conscience from dead works to Serve 
the living God. Glory to thjr name, thou exalted Surety, that, 
for the purpose of sanctifying a polluted world, thou didst 
offer thyself, through the eternal Spirit, without spot to God. 

O enable us to believe that, when thou didst offer thyself, thou 
didst offer thyself for us. We desire at this time to receive 
thee as our Mediator. Thou art the Mediator of the NSw 
Testament, even the covenant of grace; and we thank th^ 
that, agreeably to the arrangements of that covenant, thou 
didst actually appear in our world in the fulness of time, and 

^ the testator ot the new covenant lay down thine invaluable 
life. 

our dear children an interest in that 
blessed covenant which is made of force by the layina dam 
of thy hfe. ^ ^ ^ s ^ 

Enabfe us as a family to believe that thou art now aopei^- 
ing in heaven for us. 0 Jesus, be our InteroeseoTv 

cause but thyself. None has witii 

he^cn but thyself. We therefore commit our omirn to t iyMii 
U Lord, watch over us this night and for ey^. 
sake, on whom all our hopes are placed. At^u* 


fouriJimm week.— tuesdaIt moettino. 


tm OH0j»CH FXNHINQ RE]^ LORD. 

^ ' MraiUef* Jfiunio. Sredbff* x« ». 

. > ; - I I^ITEST I aoolc my Lord br niglit, 

” Jesaff^ my love, my sours delight: 

, With warm &sira and restless thought 

> I seek him oft, hut find him not. 

2 Then I orise, and search the street 
Till I my Lord, my Saviour meet ; 

I ask the Watchmen of the night, 

Where did you see my souPs delight } 

3 Sometimes I find him in my way, 

Directed a heavenly ray ; 

I loan for joy to see Ids face, 

And hold him fast in mino embrace. 

I I bring him to my mother’s homo, 
li'or does my Lord refuse to come 
To Sion’s sacred chambers, where 
My soul first di*ow the vital air. 

Watts, 7), /?. /. 


SOLOMON’S SONG HI. 

The Lwe of Believere to ChrieL 

TJY night on my bed I sought him whom my soul lovctli : 

I sought him, but I found him not. 

2 I will rise now, and go about the city in the streets, and 
in the broad ways I will seek him whom my soul loveth : I 
sought liim, but I found him not. 

8 The watchmen that go about the city found me : to 
whom I said, Saw ye, him whom my soul loveth? 

4 It was but a little that 1 passed from them, but I found 
him whom my soul loveth ; I held liim, and would not let him 
go, until I had brought him into ray mother’s house, and into 
tlio ohamher of her that conceived me. 

5 I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the rocs, 
and by the hinds of the field, that ye stir not up, nor awake mt/ 
love, till he please. 

9 King Solomon made himself a chariot of the wood of 
Lebanon. 

10 He made the pillars thereof of silver, the bottom thereof 
qf gold, the covering of it of purple, the midst thereof being 
paved with love, for the daughters of Jerusalem. 

H Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold king 
Solomon with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him 
iu the day of his espousals, and in the day of the gladness of 
his hoart. 

SOLOMON’S SONG IV. 

The Church a Garden, 

A garden inclosed is my sister, my spouse; a spring 
abut up, a fountain sealed. 

18 Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant 
fruits ; camphire, with spikenard, 

14 Spikenard and saffron ; calamus and cinnamon, with 
ali|iarees of frankincense; myrrh and aloes, with all the chief 
spices : 

16 A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and 
strwsis from Lebanon. 

16 Awake, O north wind ; and come, thou south ; blow 
upom my rarden, that the spices thereof may flow out. Let 
my beloved come into his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits. 

IUbeLBOXIOKS ttpok Solomon’s Song m., iv.— By night and by day 
bufileVwM hig hly estimate, and earnestly seek, Christ’s presence and 
ftlloWfhip. Jesus hides his oountenanoe, or seems to with- 

dmif ',US\pt6S6hoe fix)m his people, it is to produce more ardour in 
niore earuosmess in their prayers. Ministers are 
Xing axid Bead of the Church to bo oounsellors and 
his afflicted saints; it is therefore well for l^lievcrs in 
|i||i6 da^ dirildrnlibcify to apply to them as counsellors, and in the dark 
of sumwg and ^rmw to tqpply to them os comforters. Minis- 


ters should nover forget the command of their Lord: Com fort yC; 
comfort ye my people, qpeak yo comfortably to Jerusalem; tell net 
that her warfare is accomplished, and that she shall receive of the 
Lord’s hand double for oil her sins.” The Hearer of prayer never fails 
to honour comest, believing, and constant prayer. They who per- 
severe in seeking Christ’s fclloAVship shall certainly find him at last; 
and then they will cleave to him with more affection than ever ; then 
their sorrow will bo changed into gladness of heart, their sighs into 
songs of praise, and their dark clouds ‘‘into the clear shining after 
the rain.’^ That will be a day infinitely blessed, when, at the close of 
ages, Jesus, the great King of Zion, shall appear in his glory with 
ten thousands of his saints, and when tlm heavens shall re-ccho wdlh 
his pmisc! | 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD, our heavenly Father, wc rejoice that it is tliy 
” will, thy pleasure, thy command, that we should seek thee 
in prayer. Wonderful condescension ! though our prayers and 
homt^c cannot add to thy glory, we praise thee that it is well- I 
pleasing to thee that we should draw near unto thee in our 
religious exercises, and that we should pour out our suppli- 
cations, in the name of Christ, before tiie throne of grace. O 
that the following promise may be fulfilled in our experience : 
Blessed arc they that seek the Lord with their whole heart. 
Holy Spirit, we lift up our hearts to thee, that thou mayeat 
graciously teacli us to set our heart and our soul to seek the 
Lord our God. 

We thank thee, O thou Preserver of men, for thy gracious 
care of us during the past night and this morning. As we are 
jireserved by thy goodness, may we ever be devoted to thy 
glory. Wc seek the direction of thy Divine wisdom this day. 
May wc take thy Word every day to be a light unto our feet, 
and a lamp unto our paths. O convince us that, if we lean 
to our own understanding, we must unavoidably fall into the 
snares of corruption and the temptations of Satan. 

May the influences of the Holy Spirit sanctify the good ; 
word we have now read. As we seek thy blessing on the food 
which nourishes the body, may we never forget to seek thy 
blessing on the "Word of life, which nourishes the soul. 

Lord, have mercy on thy people who arc without the 
sensible enjoyment of Christ’s fellowship and smiles. When, 

O Jesus, they seek thee in thine ordinances, may they find 
thee the object of their affections and the joy of their heart. 
Show pity to those who walk in darkness and have no light ; 
may they trust in the name of the Lord, and stay themselves 
on their God. 

We supplicate our God in behalf of those who have not yet 
begun to seek Jesus and his salvation. Open their blinded 
eyes to sec that their all, their eternal all, depends on their 
seeking Christ, and finding him as their Saviour. Such of our 
beloved relatives as have never yet, with sincerity of heart, 
presented one petition to Christ for mercy, allow them no 
longer to delay committing their souls to his care, and crying 
out for an interest in his righteousness. 

We thank thee for what we have now read of the covenant 
of grace, under the figure of a royal chariot of^tate. 

0 may our dear children and domestics be introduced into 
that magnificent chariot, which is paved with love to the sons 
and dauffhters of the Lord God Almighty, 

We am)re thee, O Jesus, in thy royal honours. We rejoice 
that the Church has placed a crown upon thy head. Enable 
us by faith to go forth, and behold thee wearing thy crown of 
glory and of beauty. 

May all of us belong to thy garden, the Church, and be 
fruit-bearing trees in that sacred enclosure. We pray for the 
refreshing wind of Divine influence, to breathe upon us as a 
family and as a congregation. 

O forgive our sins and hear our prayers, for our Divine and 
merciful Saviour’s sake. Amen. 
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lonnf.FiFrH week.— Tuesday ivbnin(j. 


trVES 07 CHRIST. 

Wriuw^phmt. Pemn* Derby, L. H. 

T^SHOLB the woman’s promised seed ! 

^ Behold the great Messiah come ! 

Behold the prophets all agreed 
To give him the superior room 

2 Abraham the saint rejoiced of old 
When visions of the Lord ho saw ; 

Moses the man of God foretold 
This great fulflller of his law. 

3 The types boro witness to his name, 

Obtained tlieir chief design imd ceased ; 

The incense and the bleeding Iambi 
Tho ark| the altari and the priest. 


attempting to make saviours of 

ancient Jews. May the languaM of onr 

Chiist; ho is aU our salvation, ho is ^ 

important faculty is conscience, as one of the^»at controUjag BMW. 
ties of the soul ! 'but what a blessing and what a « a 

fied conscience, which prodauns peace to the Bund, ^u^ ^ 

•« .1 our Xiioru 

and Saviour Jesus Christ! When the oonsoienoe tos apeaks, it is 
sprinkled with tho blood of Christ, which speaketh better things 
than the blood of Abel.” No sacrifice could atone fc» fmi^hut one of 
infinite excellence and boundless merit; none but 
sacrifice to present: glory to God in the highest! he has presented 
t.Vift aap.rifir.fi. and the atonement is made ! 


PRAYER. 


rrcdictions in abundance meet 
To join their blessings on his head ; 

JosuB, we worship at thy feet, 

And nations own tho promised seed. 

Watts, 13.% D, JL 


of Jewish Saci'ifica, 

T^OR the law having a shadow of good things to come, and 
not the very image of the things, can never with those 
sacrifices which they oflered year by year continually make 
the coraws thereunto perfect. 

5 For then would they not have ceased to be offered? 
because that the worshippers once purged sliould have had no 
mbre conscience of sins. 

8 But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made 
of sins every year. 

. 4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats 

‘^ould take away sins. 

6 Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, 
Sabrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou 
prepared me ; 

6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no 
pleasure. 

7 Then said I, Lo, I come (in tlie volume of the book it is 
written of me,) to do thy will, O God. 

8 Above when he said. Sacrifice and offering, and burnt 
offerings, and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst 
pleasure therein ; which arc oflered by the law ; 

9 Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He 
taketh away the first, that lie may establish the second. 

10 By the which will we are sanctified tlirough the offering 
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all, 

11 And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering 
oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away 
sins: 

12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins, 
for ever sat down ou the right hand of God ; 

13 From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his 
footstool. 

14 For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that 
ai'O sanctified. 

16 Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us : for 
after that he had said brfore, 

16 This is the covenant that I will make with them after 

those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their 
hearts, and in their minds Avill I write them ; \ 

17 And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more, i 

18 Now where remission of these is, there ie no mom * 
offhring for sin. 


BxFEidnoics upoir Hjes. x, — It is fatal to bulla our Hopes of 
solvation on any other foundation but Christ. Let us beware of 
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O LORD, our God and our guide, we adore thee as a holy 
and a righteous God. Thou art so hok, that thou art 
necessarily, and unavoidably, and infinitely onbuded with siu ; 

' and thou art so righteous and just, that thou canst not forgive 
sin without satisfaction being given to thy righteous demands. 
O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us con* 

, fusion of face, as at this day. If thou, 0 holy and righteous 
1 Jehovah, hadst laid judgment to the line and righ^usness to 
the plummet, long ere now we had been confined in the habi- 
tations of the lost, where no ray of hope ever shines, and where 
thy mercy is clean gone for ever. Instead of dealing with us 
according to the demerit of our sins, thou host dealt with us‘ 
according to the magnitude of thy mercy, flowing to us in the 
channel of the Saviour’s righteousness. Thou hast prevented 
us with the blessings of thy goodness. 

We thank our God for the mercies of the past day, and we 
humbly seek the preserving kindness of our God this night. 
O place beneath us and around us thine everlasting arms. 

What reason have we to thank thee, 0 Lord, that we live 
under the New Testament dispensation. We thank thee that 
it is no longer necessary to worship thee by means of expen- 
sive and bloody sacrifices. O Jesus, thou the great fthtitype 
hast appeared, to take away sin by the sacrifice of thyself. 
Glory to thy name, that thou didst so willingly engage from 
all eternity in the covenant of grace to become the surety of 
thy people, and to present thyself in sacrifice for their mdemp- 
tiou. Glory to God in the highest, that we have these most 
wonderful words recorded, wnich fell from our Saviour’s Ups, 
when he engaged in the council of peace to be the Redeemer 
of men : Lo, 1 come (in the volume of the book it is written 
of me,) to do thy will, O God.*^ Sacrifice and offering, and 
burnt offerings, and offering for sin, thou wouldest not, neither 
hadst pleasure therein. 

O Lord, wc confess that by nature and practice while we are 
under the covenant of works, we are the servants of sin, and 
devoted to the working of iniquity. We pray that all of us 
may enjoy the unspeakable benefit of the blessed fulfilment of 
Christ's suretyship engagements. O that we may be sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ. 

Sanctify, 0 Lord, the corrupted nature of our bshwtid 
children; and may wf witness in their conversiUion and 
the purifying influence of that grace which is ihefmAt if 
Saviour's death. 

Wo desire to feel astonished, exalted Saviour, when we 
think on what thou hast done through the sacrifice of thlWsl& 
By one offering thou hast perfected for ever them Ihkt ire 
sanctified. O Jesus, the merit of thy sacrifice is infiui^ : |[ive 
us, we pray, the benefits flowing frdm that 
Make ^th us thy covenant ; put thy laws into Ow liei^ 
and write them in our minds. ; 

We present our imperfect prayers before God, ind 
an answer, for Jesus^ sake. Ametu 



FOm-HlTH WBB|L^WBI)N»SJ>AT MORmNG. 


CmStT’g 10YBL1NB8S, 

; Kmmih NewOtmri. l. n,. 

1 wondering world inquires to know . 

^ Why I ehodd loya my Jesui so; 

Wlmt are hie otuurmBi say they above 
Xho objects of a mortal love ? 

f White is iiis soul, firom blemish free ; 

Bed with blo^ he shed for mo ; 

1?he ‘ftirest of ten thousand fairs ; 

^ A sun amongst ten thousand stars. 

3 ilis head the finest gold excels, 

' There wisdom in perfection dwells ; 

And glory, like a crown, adorns 
Those temples once beset with thorns. 

4 Compassions in his heart are found, ^ 

Hmrd by the signals of his wound ; 

His sacred side no more shall bear 
The cruel scourge, the piercing spear. 

5 All over glorious is my Lord, 

Kust be boloYcd, and yet adored ; 

His worth if all the nations knew. 

Sure the whole earth would love him too. 

Watts, 75, B, /. 

SOLOMONVS SONG V. 

. SiiUual Love of Oht'ut and Bdievet's* 

"IT^HAT thy beloved more than another beloved, O thou 
fairest among women? what is thy beloved more than 
another beloved, that thou dost so charge us ? 

10 My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten 
thousand. 

16 His mouth is most sweet ; yea, he is altogether lovely. 
This is my beloved, and this is my friend, 0 daughters of 
Jerusalem. 

SOLOMON’S SONG VI. 

T AM my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine : he feedeth 
among the lilies. 

4 Thou art beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah, comely as 
Jerusalem, terrible as an army with banners. 

10 Who is she that looketh forth as tlie morning, fair as 
the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with 
banners? 

11 I went down into the garden of nuts to see the fruits 
of the valley, and to see whether the vine flourished, a7id the 
pomegranajies budded. 

12 Or ever I was aware, my soul made me like the chariots 
of Amtni^nadib. 

18 Jletum, return, O Shulamite; return, return, that we 
may look upon thee. What will yc see in the Shularaite? 
As it were the company of two armies. 

SOLOMON’S SONG VIII. 

"in^HO is this that oometh up from the wilderness, leaning 
^ upon her beloved? I raised thee up under the apple 
faree: there thy mother brought thee forth; there she brought 
thee forth that bare thee. 

f Hai^y Watets cannot quench love, .neither can the floods 
dri>wn it ; if a man would give all the substance of his house 
m love, it woidd utterly be contemned. 

14 haate, my beloved, and be thou like to a roe, or to 
a iiart^^uppn the mountains of spices. 


trroir SonoKOir’s Bom v., vi., ym.— Believers are 


cnooii^iSs; when they sh^ i^each heaven, 0 what a 


change ! they riudl be without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; 
** they shall be presented fauUleis by tbeir Lord before the presence 
of his glory with ^ceeding joy.” If we toe the sharers of grace, 
Jesus fills the throne of our superlative regard; and wo consider all 
other beauty deformity, when compared with his lovolinoss. Lot us 
press aft;er this superlative admiratiou of Christ with tho greatest 
earnestness ; for tnily that mind is an epitome of heaven, which is 
filled with Divine love. How rich, how varied is tho loveliness of 
Christ ! Ho is white in his Divini^, ho is i^dy in his humanity : 
ho is white in his innocence, and ruddy in the imputation of our guilt; 
ho is white in his obedience, and ruddy in his sufferings.” 


PBAYER. 

^ GOD of our salvation, we have abundant and infinite 
” reason to rejoice in thee. Holy Spirit, enable us to use 
with the heart the language of the Apostle : Wo joy in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now 
received the atonement. Lord, teach us to rejoice in thy 
being, thy perfections, and thy purposes. Teach us to rejoice in 
the works of thy power, and in the words of thy grace. Teach 
us to rejoice in the person, the offices, and the relations of 
Christ. Lord, put gladness into our heart, more than in the 
time when the men of the world rejoice on account of the 
increase of their corn and wine. O that each member of our 
family may be enabled to sing, in sweet and believing accents, 
Thou wilt show me the path of life : in thy presence is fulness 
of joy, and at thy right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

We pray that the animating things we have now read of 
the fervour of Christ’s love to his people, and of the ardour 
of the Church’s love to Christ, may produce on our minds the 
most blessed effects. Thou, O Jesus, hast discovered love to 
thy people, at the same time the most unmerited and most 
transcendent. Even an ocean of wrath and floods of vengeance 
could not extinguish thy wondrous love. How true of thy 
love. Many waters could not quench it, nor floods drown it ! 
O fix our eyes on Calvary’s cross, to see, by our believing 
remembrance, our Saviour dying on the accursed tree to work 
out the redemption of rebel man ; and then mav we exclaim 
with wonder and with joy, His love is strong as death ! 

Divine Saviour, we praise thee for that spiritual loveliness 
thou hast given to thy Church. The time was, when she was 
overspread with the vilest deformity, and when she was sunk 
deep in the very lowest degradation. We bless thee that thou 
host taken from her the chains of her guilt, the melancholy 
badges of her captivity and bondage, and hast given her the 
robe of thy righteousness. O take from us our guilt, the 
badge of our spiritual bondage, and array us in the robe of 
thy righteousness. When thy Church was overspread with 
the defilement of sin, thou didst apply the infiuenoes of thy 
spirit, and wash out the vile, tho hateful stain. Looking on 
thy Church as justified by thy righteousness, and sanctified by 
thy spirit, thou didst say respecting her. Thou art beautiful 
as Tirzah, and comely as Jerusalem. Who is she that looketh 
forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the bu|i, and 
terrible as an army with banners? 

Lord Jesus, enable us to claim an interest in thee as ours. 
Give us that appropriating faith, by which each of us shall sayi 
My beloved is mine, and I am his. 

Captivate the hearts of our children with love to Christ, 
0 that they and our domestics may be instructed to say^ Our 
beloved is white and ruddy; he is the chiefest among ten 
thousand^ and the altogether lovely. 

Accept dor thanks, O Lord, for the rest, sleep, refreshment, 
and protection of the night. Give us grace to think, speak, 
and act this day as thv children. Forgive our sins and hear 
our prayers, ffir Jesus^ sake. Amen. 


FORTY-PIFTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


BOLY BOLDNESS. 

Jwim New, JCHuUltan^ Binlon, IVMury 

1 ^PEDfXLED with reconciling bldbd, 
^ I dare approach thy throne, 0 God ; 
Thy face no frowning aspect woai’s, 

Thy hand no vengeful thunder bears ! 

2 liOt mo my grateful homage pay ; 

"With courage sing, with fervour pray ; 
And though myself a wretch undone, 
Hope for acceptance through thy Son. — 

3 Thy Son, who on the accursed tree 
Expired to set the vilest free ; 

On this I build my only claim. 

And all I ask is in his name. 


HEBREWS X. 


BionoME. 


Danger of A poetaey, 

H aving therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into tho 
holiest by the blood of Jesus, 

20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for 
US, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh ; 

21 And having an high priest over the house of God ; 

22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and 
our bodies washed with pure water, 

23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without 
wavering ; (for ho is faithful that promised ;) 

24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love 
and to good works : 

25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as 
the manner of some is ; but exhorting one another : and so 
much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 

26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the 
! knowledge of the truth, there remaiucth no more sacrifice for 
sins, 

27 But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery 
indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. 

28 He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under 
two or three witnesses : 

29 Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be 
ihouglit worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of Uod, 
and hatli counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was 
sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace ? 

80 For we know him that liath said. Vengeance belongeth 
unto me, I will recompense, saith tho Lord. And again. The 
Lord shall judge his people. 

81 It is ^ fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God. 

82 But call to remembrance the former days, in which, 
after ye wore illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflic- 
tions ; 

83 Partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by re- 
pro^hes and afflictions ; and partly, whilst ye became com- 
panions of them that were so used. 

84 For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took 
joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that 
ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. ' 

85 Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath 
great reoompence of reward. 

86 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye haye done 
the will of God, ye might receive tho promise. 

87 For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, 
and will not tarry. 

88 Now the lust shall live by faith ; but if any man draw 
back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. 

89 But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition ; 
but of them that believe to the saving of the aoul. . 


Reflections upon Heb. x. — Boundless as the mmt of ldodtl« 
or rightoousnees of Christ; for if wo r^ve this nghteeuj^ 
bv faith, we obtain delivorahce fmm hell, and a soimw titto W 
heaven. The adamantine gates of tho former shall never ^ nm 
to receive us; but the pearly gates of the latter sh^ be open to 
' us into the celestial city, and into tho ivory pakce# of tho Qr^t 
King. There is n way to heaven, capacious, free, im safe^ the 
: righteousness of Christ is that way. Sinners, even the ch^, am 
! nermitted, yea, invited and commanded to walk in tto safe, 'thw 
i blessed way. This is tho command of God, that we ^hove m his 
j Son Jesus Christ.'' Are wo exercising faith in the nghteousneas of 
Christ? We are then walking in tho now and Rring way. ^ 
arc our guards; the eternal God is our lofuge, Ks overlaating aTtos 
are underneath us, and wo shall at lust obtain our heavenly pnzo. 

O LORD, thou art the living God; to thy people tjiou 
art a God of tenderness and compassion, but to thine 
impenitent enemies, who resist thy grace and despise thine 
authority, thou wilt prove a God of awful vengeance. Then 
will be accomplished these words. It is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God. Lord, have mercy on such 
among us as may be living in a state of enmity against Go<l, 
and who have not felt one serious thought about the danger or 
salvation of the soul. We earnestly pray that their minds 
may be led to see their folly, and may be persuaded to think 
of the inconceivable misery of those who live in the midst of 
great spiritual Gospel privileges, and who die the confirmed 
despisers of God's love. May they sec that it is better for such 
persons that they had never been born. 

Gracious and Holy Spirit, preserve us from the sin of 
apostasy. O convince the apostate and the backslider, that 
their sin partakes of the greatest criminality; that they 
arc treading under foot the Son of God; that they are 
counting the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanc- 
tified, an unholy thing ; and doing despite unto the spirit of 
grace. Lord convince apostates and backsliders that, unless 
they turn to God in humble penitence, looking for mercy alone 
through the merit of our Saviour's death, there remaiucth no 
more sacrifice for sin, there is no other method by which they 
can escape tlic miseries of hell, and tliat there is nothing before 
them but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery 
indignation, which shall devour tho adversaries. 

Wc present our thanksgivings that the way to the heavenly 
world is opened up by the blood of Jesus. Fill us wifli wonder 
when wc think that the way to the land of immortality and 
WessednesB is sprinkled with blood, and with the blood of tlie 
only-begotten and w^ell-beloVcd Son of God* Lord, we pray 
that, through the blood and righteousness of Christ, we may | 
obtain at death a glorious entrance into the holiest of alt ; 
whither the Forerunner hath for us entered, even Jesus, who 
is made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchii^ek. 

Lord, give us faith at all times, that, in our apph>aohes to 
the tlirone of grace, we may constantly draw near with a4rue 
lieart, in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with purd 

It /» A... 


each oue of us consider one another, to provoke unto imd 
unto good works. 

Suffer not our dear children to belong to the* does o£ 
Gospel^despisers, or ever to forsake the assembltHg of 
selves in thy public courts. 

We thank God for the mercies of another day, imd 
commit ourselves,, and all our relatives, to thy 
this night. 

Graciously condescend to hear our imparfeot 
for Jesus' sake, AmetL ^ ^ ^ 


mobning. 


" ^ stififjtmi UAiONK]) mtn , 

fimkmttitfm, JhMcL Should. PauV$. l, u. 

J OllfSXB, 0 why so thoughtless grown ? 

^ Why in suoh djreadfol haste to dio, 

V Baring to leap to worlds nnknown, 

Hoodless ago^t thy God to fly ^ 

2 Wilt <hou despse eternal fato, 

Urged on by ion’s fantastic dreams ^ 

Madly attempt the infernal gate, 

And force thy passage to the flames ? 
d Stay, sinner! on the Gospel plains 
Behold the God of love unfold 
. The glories of his dying pains, 

Tor evei* telling, yet untold. Watts. 

_ ^ laAIAH L 

^ ^ Jlfan*$ D^xivity and HypoerUy, 

fllHE vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw con- 
oeming Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Ukiziali, 
Jotham, Ahae^ and Hezekiali, kings of Judah. 

2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth : for the Lord 
hath spoken, 1 have nourished and brought up children, and 
^y have rebelled against me. 

8 The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s crib : 
but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider. 

4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of 
evil-doers, children that are corrupters : they have forsaken 
the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto 
anger, they are gone away backward. 

5 Why should ye be stricken any more ? ye will revolt more 
and more : the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. 

6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head thei'e is no 
soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying 
sores : they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither 
mollified with ointment. 

10 Hear the wePbd of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom ; give 
ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrali. 

11 To what purpose is the multitude of your saeriflccs 
unto me? saith the Lord : I am full of the burnt offerings of 
]:am8, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the 
blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats. 

12 When ye come to appear before me, who hath required 
this at your hand, to^read my courts ? 

18 Bring no more vain oblations ; incense is an abomina- 
tion unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of 
assembU^, 1 cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the 
solepm meeting. 

14 Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul 
bateth : they are a trouble unto me ; I am weary to bear them, 

15 And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine 
eyes from you : yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not 
liear : your hands are full of blood. 

16 Wash you, make you clean ; put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes ; cease to do evil ; 

17 liCaiti to do well ; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed. 
Judge .the fatherless; plead for the widow. 

18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord : 
though your tuns be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
tlu^ghAiiey be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 

19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of 
the loud: 

.20 ButJf ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with 
thie eword : for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it* 

Ismu i.— AoiaA signifle8|^*tho Salvation of 
me Most suitable to him, who is designated by way 

the Bvsn^ical Prophet and who wrote with peou- 
iiar end ftuness reiq>ecting Jesus, in his person, his 

sis dea^i and his triumphs.— Man’s enmity 
and God^s loTe» mmu rebellion and God’s forbeanmoe, may justly 


attract the attention, and excite the wonder of an intelligent uni- 
verse. What a humiliating eflbot sin has produced o^ur race I 
It has struck the eye of the understanding with blindness, filled 
the firmament of the soul with impenetrable clouds of ignorance 
and folly; it hath changed wisdom into stupidity and folly, alien- 
iited the affections from God, changed love into enmity, confidence 
into distrust, and filial obedience into the most obstinato rebellion, 
and has covered the whole mind with the most loathsome diseases! 
But what reason we have to rejoice, there is balm in Gilead, and 
a physician there ! ” 

PRAYER. 

IV/rOST glorious and merciful Lord God, enable us to pre- 
sent our morning prayer under the lively influence of 
the grace of love ; then sb^I we meet with the accomplish- 
ment of that blessed promise, Because he hath set his love 
upon me, therefore I will deliver him, and honour him : with 
length of days will I satisfy him, and I will show him niy 
salvation. O that we could draw near in the exercise of a 
holy, filial fear, rejoicing that thou hast promised. The Lord 
will fulfil the desire Of them that fear him ; he also will hear 
their cry, and will save them. Unto thee alone, O Lord, do 
we lift up our soul. With sincerity of heart may we ever 
offer up our supplications, for thou art nigh unto all then! 
that call upon thee in truth. 

We present our thanks for the mercies of the past night. 
Thou art our hiding-place, thou hast preserved us from 
trouble. We seek the blessing of our God this day to rest 
upon us in all our lawful, temporal engagements, and in all 
our spiritual duties. . Suffer us not, we beseech thee, to be 
drawn aside by the corruptions of our own hearts, or by the 
allurements of an ensnaring w orld. 

O bless to us the true and melancholy account we have m)w 
read of the depravity of corrupted, fallen men. Wc acknow- 
ledge that thou hast nourished and brought us up ; thou hast 
given us temporal blessings richly to enjoy ; thou hast given 
us reason, and the means of grace : and yet we have acted the 
part of enemies ; we have rebelled against thee. O suffer us 
no more to rebel against thee ; from henceforth, by the in- 
fluences of thy spirit, may we be obedient subjects and loving 
children. Lord, wo confess the sins of our native land. 
There is no portion of the earth on which thou host con- 
ferred more distinguished favours than ou us. But we are 
obliged to confess, to our shame, that wo are a sinful nation, 
a people laden witli iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that 
are corrupters : we have forsaken the Lord, we have provoked 
the Holy One of Israel unto anger, we have gone away back- 
ward. Lord, have mercy on our beloved but guilty land. O 
make us a nation of righteousness. Enable our rulers and 
magistrates to observe thine ordinances, to sanctify thy Sab- 
bath, and to venerate thy name. 

Lord, affect the minds of our dear children ivith a sense 
of their native and acquired corruption. Open their eyes to 
see the diseases by which their minds are wholly corrupted; 
and may they give themselves no rest till they have fled to 
Jesus the Divine physician* 

Lord Jesus, heaf all our diseases, for we confess that, 
spiritually considered, our whole head is sick, our whole 
heart is faint. O dcUver us from the disease of hypocrisy. 
Convince us that multitudes of outward services, without 
inward sincerity, are only an abomination in thy sight. 0 
Lord, we thank thee for these gracious words. Come, let us 
reason together; though your sius be as scarlet, they shall be 
white as snow ; though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool Fulfil this promise in our experience. 

Graciously bless this sacred ordinance of domestic Avorship, 
hear our prayers, and forgive our sius, for the Saviour’s sake. 
Amen. 

4L m 


f THUaspAY IPOTINO. 


OP FAITH, 

Osrr^f Xttiie, Oxenden. Sadch ChureK* Abingdon, 
I *OAlTH tdda aew oharmB to earthly hliw, 
* And iaves me from its snares j 
Itn aid in every duty brings, 

And softens all my cares : 

8 EEtingnifl] lies the thirst for sin, 

And lights the sacred frre 
Of love to God and heave^y things, 

And feeds the pure desire. 

8 The wounded conscience knows its power 
The healing balm to give ; 

That balm the saddest heart can cheer. 

And make the dying Jive. 


TuilNEll. 


HEBREWS XI. 

Alfcacy of Fxkh, 

"VrOW faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen. 

2 For by it the elders obtained a good report. 

8 Throuffh faith we understand that the worlds were framed 
by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not 
made of thingii which do appear. 

4 By faith Abel oflfered unto God a more excellent sacrifice 
than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, 
God testifying of his gifts : and by it he being dead yet speaketh. 

6 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; 
and was not found, because God had translated him : for be- 
fore his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 

6 But without faith it is impossible to please him : for he 
that cometh to God must believe that ho is, and that he is a 
re warder of them that diligently seek him. 

7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen 
as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his 
house; by the which he condemned the world, and became 
heir of the righteousness which is by faith. 

5 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a 

place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed ; 
and he went out, not knowing whither he went. , 

9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a 
strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, 
the heirs with him of the same promise : 

10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God. 

11 Through faith also Sara herself received strength to 
conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past 
age, because she judged him faithful who had promised. 

12 Therefore sprang there even of one, and him es good as 
dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the 
sand which is by the sea shore innumerable. 

13 These all died in faith, not having received the pro- 
mises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of 
them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were 
stramo^s and pilgrims on the earth. 

14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they 
seek a. country. 

15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that country 
from whence they came out, they might have had opportu- 
nity to have returned. 

16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an 
heavenly ; wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their 
God ; for he hath prepared for them a city. 

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tri^, offered up. Isaac : 
and he that bad received the promises offered up his only 
l)egotten PCw; 

18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be 
called: 

19 Acooaiitin| that God was able to raise him up, even 
from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure. 


20 By faith Isaac blessed Jimob and VmvL concerniiig ifaitifa 
to come. .. 

i ,-ui.ru-inr i j‘ * * * ~ * * ■ ■ 

BraiTOTTOHs TOOK Hiffl. u.-How 

The eye of faith sees the glories of heaven; and the hand cf frith 
brings down from heaven delioious clusters from file wide-spreading 
branches of the tree of life. While faith brings gjreat 
Christ, it greatly honours those who believe in Ohrist. By fritii 
the believer looks back, and views with adoring ddight the vast 
universe his Saviour has formed ; and by faith he lodks forward into • 
a distant futurity, and clearly sees the wonderful thiM which 
Christ shall accomplish in behalf of his Church. What a difference 
betwixt those who have faith, and those who ore without it ! Oam, 
without faith, was au envious murderer; Abel, with frith, was a 
holy and devout worshipper. May it be our privilege to possess 
faith — strong faith — triumphant faith ! 

PRAYER. 

O LORD of hosts, we believe that thou art, and that beside 
thee there is none else. In all our approaches may we 
be impressed with the truth of thy glorious existence, and 
that thou art the gracious ^warder of those who diligentl? 
seek thee. We adore thee as the almighty Creator of w 
things. The worlds were framed by the word of thy power. 
We adore thee, Holy Spirit, as the author of a new omtioru 
O make us the subjects of thy new creation. May* we be 
created anew in Christ Jesus; and may we experience the 
washing of regeneration, and the renewing of the Ho^ Ghost, 
shed on us abundantly by Jesus Christ our Lord. Convince 
us of the unspeakable importance of faith in our religious 
observances. May we remember that whatsoever is not of 
faith is sin ; and that, without faith, it is impossible to please 
God. 

Accept of our feeble expressions of gratitude for the blest«> 
ings of thy providence and grace during the past day. May 
wo be humbled under a sense of our daily infirmities, and 
blemishes, and weaknesses. We look up to thee, our reoonoiled 
God and Father in Christ, for thy kind and protecting care 
during this night ; and, if consistent with thy sovereign and 
wise arrangements, may our lives be prolonged to another 
day. () that we could say with thy servant, For us to live ia 
Christ, and to die is gain. Living or dying, may we be the 
Lord's. 

We thank God for what we have now read of the triumphs 
of faith. Lord, give us that saving faith which 09 mfbrted 
thy people in all their afflictions, and which enabled* them to 
look forward, in the exercise of an assured hope of reaching a 
heavenly city, which hath/ foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God. May we ever look on the present world as 
a strange country, and on ourselves as pilgrims and strangers 
on earth. Give us a spiritual love to the heavenly state, and 
daily may we desire a better country, even an heavenly. 
Amid all the dark clouds of human adversity, may we look 
upward to the heavenly state, and rejoice in the prospect of 
being ever with the Lord, where there is no sin to pdlttto^ no 
enemy to disturb, no sorrow to afflict, and no teiftptdion 
to ensnare. ^ 

As Noah and his family were preserved from Me smmda- 
Uon of waters by the ark which he built under ihe Bmine 
command, may our dear children be preserved fnm the 
storms of Divine wrath by the covenant of grace, O 
our children within that blessed ark, # ^ 

Gracious God, make us heirs of the righteousness Whids^ia 
by faith* Make us heirs of all those present and fiitnpe Misci 
in^ wmch the righteousness of Christ procured/ ICidiBe ifr 
glonous heaven. to which we esm never oblidn a 
tit^but by the.infinite merit of the righteomneas CSiriit 
We humUy seek an answer to our prayers, ^ 

mont of our Saviour’s rightoonsuess. WrWIa 


fOfiTrilOTM WKBK.— flHDAIf MOaitim 


mufi oBirtM THiB mavckit vmion. 

^ oioends bit lofty throne, 

^ ArAkyed in majesty niinownj 
Hi* Insia^ all tho temple Alls, 

And aineada o’er all the ethereal hill# : 

3 The holy, holy^ holy Lord, 

By all tho Bmnpblm adored ; 

And| while they atand beneath his scat, 

They reil their faces end their feet. 

S Iiord ! how can sinful lips proclaim 
Tho honour of so great a name ! 

0 for thine altar’s glowing coal, 

To touch his lips, to fire his soul ! Ason. 

ISAIAH VI. 

Oo^s Hotwm md Qloi'y, 

|N the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord 
Upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train 
filled the temple. 

% Above it stood tho seraphims : each one had six wings ; 
with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered nis 
feet, and with twain he did fly. 

8 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, 
f# the Lord of hosts : the whole earth i$ full of his glory. 

4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that 
cried, and the house was filled with smoke. 

5 Then said I, Woe w me ! for I am undone ; because I am 
a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips : for mine eyes have seen tlic King, the Lord of 
hosts. 

6 Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live 
coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from oflf 
the altar : 

7 And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath 
touched thy lips ; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy 
sin purged. 

8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall 
I send, and who will go for us ? Then said I, Here am J ; 
send me. 

9 And he said. Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, 
but understand not ; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 

10 Make the h^rt.of this people fat, and make their ears 
heavy, and shut their eyes ; lest they see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and imderstand with their heart, and 
convert, and be healed. 

11^ Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until 
the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and tho houses without 
man, and the land be utterly desolate, 

12 And the Lord have removed men far away, and there 
be a jgreat forsaking in the midst of the land. 

18 But yet in it ehall be a tenth, and it shall return, and 
shell be eaten : as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance 
U imtnem, when they cast their leaves : so the holy seed shall 
MiSkib substance thereof. 

IteceMtxeKs XTPOR ISAUH TI. — Short ore tho lives, and perishing 
are the dynasties of earthly princes. Jesus, the Kibg of Zion, was 
dpd, but he is stive again : he is the resurrection and the life ; he 
hfi the ef hril and of death suspended to his girdle; and he 
lihsU reijpi ibr ever and ever, the glory of his Church, and the 
sovsisifa of universe. How delightful it is to Christ’s redeemed 
out earths^lo seh Jesus with tho eve of faith! And how 
be Iheir joy when they shall behold him face to 


aKSttdbd iff immmeraUe angels of light, presenting their adoia- 
: tiohs $k his ;lbet wi& fhe most loving and humble reverence. Is it 
tte present the tribute of their 

aoo<mipairied wim iidb femigs and with 


what self-abasement should polluted wmmis of the dust appmaofa his 
presence ! Angeli, and the spirits^ of just men made periect, are 
peculiarly enrapto:^ with the spotless noliness of Immanuel, which 
will prove an overflowing fountain of delight, and furnish matter for 
their songs of praise throughout the endless ages of eternity. Kay 
it bo our honour and blessedness to see Christ on earth as our Surety 
and Saviour ; and when time with us shall oease, may wo behold him 
in heaven for ever and over, as the objoot of our Idve, adoration, and 


PRAYER. 

^ OD the Father, Son, and Spirit, one Jehovah, thou art 
the governor of the universe, infinitely entitled and infi- 
nitely qudified by thy boundless attributes to bold tho reins 
of authority. Thou art the Lord, sitting upon a throne, 
high and lifted up ; and thy train flileth the temple. How 
insignificant the pomp and majesty of earthly kings, when 
compared with thy glory I What are the grandees of the earth 
compared with those seraphim and cherubim, those angels and 
archangels, who for ever wait upon thine uncreated miyesty, 
and who are ever prepared and willing to go to the utmost 
parts of thy vast dominions, to execute thy righteous and thy 
merciful will ! 

We desire, O Lord, to imitate the example of holy and 
adoring angels ; and, in the exercise of the deepest humility, we 
would say. Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts : the whole 
earth is full of thy glory. Lord, enable us to love thee as a 
holy God. O give us thy spirit, that we may love thy holy 
perfections, thy holy laws, thy holy ordinances, thy holy 
Gospel, thy holy day, alfid thy holy people. 

Wc confess that we are unlioly and polluted. We are 
unclean; we are altogether unclean, O that we felt the 
humility, and penitence, and self-abasement which Isaiah felt, 
when he said, Woe is me, for I am undone, because 1 am a 
man of unclean lips, and dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips ; for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 
hosts. Gracious Spirit, give us those discoveries of Christ’s 
glory and holiness and excellence which will teach us to form 
correct and humbling views of our own vilcncss, impurity, 
and unworthiness. 

We present our prayers in behalf of all thy ministers in 
every part of the earth. Graciously do to them what thou 
didst to thy servant the prophet. Take as it were a live coal 
from the heavenly altar, and touch their hearts, that they may 
burn with increasing zeal for the glory of God ; and touch 
their lips, that with increasing earnestness and love they may 
proclaim the unsearchable riches of Christ. For the sake of 
thy glory, for the honour of Jesus, for the extension of thy 
Church, and for the downfall of Satan’s kingdom, do thou 
raise up and prepare more zealous, more holy, more devoted, 
and more successful labourers for thy vineyard, the Church, 
than any who have filled the ministerial office in the days 
that are past. While thou art saying, in thy providence, 
Whom shall I send, and who will go for us, to proclaim 
salvation through our Saviour’s blood to the blinded and 
miserable iiJiabitants of the earth ? O that many may refily, 
in the language of Isaiah, Here am 1 ; sent} me. 

Have mercy on our dear children and domestics^ and suffer 
them not to be hardened under the means (j/* grace. 0 may 
they see with their eyes, and hear with their ear$, and under- 
stand with their hearts; and may they be converted^ and be 
healed. 

Lord, we seek pardon and purity for ourselves and all our 
beloved relatives. O say unto us. Your iniquity is taken 
away, and your sin is pur^d. Accept of thanks for the 
nxerries of the night, and assist in all the duties of the day, 
fat the sake of dur dear Redeemer, the Lamb who died for us. 
Amen, 

4l2 


JOEtY-PIPTH WBBK^PaiDAY EVENING 


THB PIXiGEIM^B M08PBCT8. 

Mhn Widk. JSroadmead. p . u 

1 TTOW happy i» the pilgrim’s lot, 

•CL How IVee from every anxious thought, 

From worldly hope and fear ! 

Confined to neither court nor cell, 

His soul disdains on earth to dwell, 

He only sojourns here. 

2 Though I no foot of land possess, 

Nor cottage in this wilderness, 

A poor wayfaring man, 

I lodge awhile in tents below, 

Or gladly wander to and fro. 

Till I my Canaan gain. C. Wjwlb\*. 

HEBREWS XI. 

Triumphs of Faith, 

B y faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons 
of Joseph ; and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his 

staff. 

22 By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the 
departing of the children of Israel ; and gave commandment 
concerning his bones. 

28 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three 
months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper 
child ; and they were not afraid of the king’s commandment. 

24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to 
be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter ; 

25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of 
Ood, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season ; 

26 Esteeming tlie reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures in Egypt : for he had respect unto the recompence of 
the reward. 

27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the 
king : for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible. 

28 Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling 
of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch 
them. 

29 By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry 
land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned. 

80 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were 
compassed about seven days. 

81 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that 
believed not, when she had received the spies with peace. 

82 And what shall I more say ? for the time would fail me 
to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jeph- 
thao ; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets : 

88 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought right- 
eousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 

84 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in 
fightj turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 

85 Women received their dead raised to life again: and 
others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they 
might obtain a better resurrection : 

86 And others had trial of cruel mockings and seourgings, 
yea^ moreover of bonds and imprisonment : 

87 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were 
tempted, were slain with the sword : they wandered about 
in riieep-skins and goat-skins ; being destitute, afflicted, tor- 
mented ; 

88 (Of whom the world was not worthy :) they wandered 
m deserts, and in mountains, and tit dens and caves of the 
earth. 

89 And these al], having obtained a good report through 
faith, recehred not the promise : 

40 God having provided some better thing for ns, that they 
witibout us sikOvM not be made perfect. 

628 


RKHaonoOT TOOK Hbb. II.— The life of a Wiww it a Bfe 
prayer. It ie hie cieroiBe, haWt, end de^t, ^ to joum^ thro^h. 
It aocompanies him in all his trials, and it sttebds hnn on iot f^u 
b<*d He spends his last bresth in accents oi prayijr, irnme^btely 
before ho enters his celestial home, There payer on earth 
cbnnjred for eternal praises in heaven. How interoeting to ttosk 
Jacob blessing his sons at the close of a life which wm aoooiMMU^ 
with wonders! but how peculiarly interesting to think of Jesus 
bleftsing his disciples on the summit of the Mount of OU^ xmme- 
diatoly before he entered his cloudy ohmot, ^d asoendM through 
the sky to the heaven of heavens, to receive his mediatorial reward » 

PRAYER. 

B LESSED arc they; O Lord our God, who dwell in thy 
house, and blessed is that abode where thou dost take up 
thy residence. O that our dwelling may be. thy residence ! In 
the devotional services of the closet, and in surrounding the 
family altar, may we often have reason to exclaim, from the 
sweet enjoyment of thy fellowship, and from the gracious 
communications of thy Spirit, It is none other than the house 
of God, it is the gate of heaven ! 

Lord, we desire to seek thy faqp, and to wait upon thee at 
this time in the duties of sacred worship. To whom should 
we draw near in religious and adoring services but to thyself? 
Thou art the Father of all mercies, and thou art our Father. 
Thou art the fountain of all goodness, and we have been 
drinking of the streams of thy goodness from our birth to the 
present hour. O what encouragement we have to come I for 
thou art not only able, but willing to do for us, above all that 
we are able to ask or think. 

We thank a gracious providence for the mercies we have 
received and enjoyed during the past day. May thy daily 
goodness lead us to daily repentance, and to daily thankful- 
ness. We desire, in the exercise of faith, to commend our- 
selves to the care and protection of a gracious and almighty 
providence this uight. Even when we are fast asleep, may our 
hearts be awake, and may onr souls lie open to the influence of 
thy holy Spirit. As a family may thy blessings never cease 
to shower down upon our heads, and may the voice of joy and 
praise be ever heard in our dwelling. May our abode be an 
house of prayer, and every member of the family a temple of 
the living God. 

Bless to us what we have now read of the illustrations of 
the grace of faith. Give us, O Lord, that faith which com- 
forted Jacob through life, and which strengthened him upon 
the bed of approaching dissolution. Like him, may we honour 
thee in life, and may wo worship Ihee in death. As Joseph 
exercised au wsured faith that the Church should beuohduoted 
safely and triumphantly to the promised Canaan, O may we 
exercise in Jesus our Saviour an assured confidence, that we 
shall be led in triumpli through this wilderness-state^ and 
when our mortd journey terminates, that we shall bo admitted . 
into the celestial Canaan. Blessed Saviour, may we see in 
Moses a type of thyself. Thou, O Jesus, in thine infancy, 
wast presented to the Church, as a proper child^ as the diild 
bom and the son given. 

May our children resemble thee^ and furnish wsdeme to 
all around^ that^ Jesus ^ who was the babe (f is (ks 

Saviour of their souls, 0 Lord, hear this our praysr* 

Lord, teach us to prefer poverty with Christ, to ireatidi 
without Christ; and teach us rather to cleave to Jesus unit 
reproach, than choose the honours and distinettons Of 
alienated from Christ and his salvation. Support ns by fya&L 
O !^rd, under all the afflictions of life, and may We ehdttteidili 
seeing him who is invisible. 

Lorf, hear, accept, antwer, and forgive, far wdia, who 
M worthy of all onr love, adin^ation, and praiae. Amen. 


FOKTY-WFTH 'WEEK.—SATtlRDAY MORNING. 


PIUUINO QOO. 

iV(Nr« CbolsAaiit. SitHU* 
t T praise thee every day, 

* Now thine anger’s turned away I 
Comfortablo thou^ts arise 
From the bleeding sacrihce. 

22 Here^ in the fair gospel-field, 

Wells of free salvation yield 
Streams of life, a plenteous store, 
And my soul shall thirst no more. 

3 Jesus is become at length 
My salvation and my strength ; 

And his praises shall prolong, 

While I live, my pleasant song. 


CowrjhR. 


2 Behold, God i» my Balvation; I will trust, and not be 
afinid ; iot ,the Loed JEHOVAH is my strength and my 
»ong ; he also is become my salvation. 

.8 Therefore joy shall ye draw water out of the wells 
of salvation. 

4 And in that day shall ye say, Praise the Lobd, call upon 
his name, dedare his doings among the people, make mention 
that hk name is exalted. 

5 Rin g unto the Lord ; for he hath done excellent things : 
this is know in all the earth. 

-6 Xhr oat .and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion : for great is 
ti|a Om o&Jainel in the midst of thee. 

Jmuu XI., xn. — The truth of God shines with 
haW in the foMlment of the promise which he gave to 
' jravid, ibiii the fruit .<rf hu loms should fill his throne for ever. What 
a mystonM^lhrist inhis Bivinity is David’s root, and in his humanity 
he is David’s idSMdtig! The rngn of So^mon wm a reign of peace. 
When Ohiist’s te^ (k earth shul he aaivenah 0 what peace shall 


ISAIAH XI. 

ChiiiCi peaecahle Kingdom. 

A ND tliere shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, 
and a Branch shall grow out of his roots : 

2^ And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon liim, the 
spirit of wisdom .and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Loud ; 

8 And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear 
of the Lord : and he shall not judge after the sight of his 
eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his cars : 

4 But with righteousness shall lie judge the poor, and 
reprove with equity for the meek of the earth : and he shall 
smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 
breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. 

6 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and 
faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 

6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid ; and the calf and the young lion 
and the failing together ; and a little child shall lead them. 

7 And the cow and the bear shall feed : their young ones 
shall lie down together : and the lion shall eat strawlike the ox. 

8 And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice^ den. 

9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun- 
tain : for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea. 

10 And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, wdiich 
shall stand for an ensign of the people ; to it shall the Gen- 
tiles seek : and his rest shall be glorious. 

ISAIAH XTL 

P^HAising Qod. 

A ND in that day thou shalt say, 0 Lord, I will praise 
thee ; though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is 
tamed away, and thou oomfortedst me. 

2 Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be 


peace shall 


overspread and ' bless the kingdoms of the world ! Men. more fero- 
cious than wild beasts, shall become meek and gentle ns the lamb 
and the dove. Then the inhabitants of the earth eboU constitute a 
holy family of brotherhood and love.^ Sweet are the songs of Zion ; 
and they are especially sweet, melodious, and rapturous, when Ood 
withdraws tbo marks of his displeasure, and manifests the bright 
shining of his smiles, complaccnoy, and grace. What precious wells 
of living water ore God’s word, promises, preceptis, and ordinances ! 
Do wo value these sacred fountains ? Bo we daily visit these wells, 
to bo refreshed with those streams which flow out so abundantly, 
for the consolation and peace of the Church of God ? 

PRAYER. 

T^ITII humility and love we would bow, O Lord our God, 
lieforo thy tlirone. In the name of Jesus we would 

P resent our morning prayer; and in depcndance upon the 
[oly Spirit we would ofier up our supplications. O that we 
could take up the language of the Church of old, and thus 
address thee : Behold, God is our salvation ; we will trust and 
not be afraid : for the Lord Jehovah is our strength and our 
song : he also is become our salvation. O what reason have 
we to praise thee, when we consider the great, the merciful, 
and the excellent things thou hast done ! Thou art the Holy 
One of Israel ; the Saviour, the deliverer, and the comforter 
of thy people. O that the whole earth were acquainted with 
thy mercy and grace, and that the nations were taught by 
the influence of the Gospel, universally preached and univer- 
sally felt, to cry out and shout, because of the greatness, of 
the God of salvation in the midst of his Church ! 

O Lord, be in the midst of us as a nation ; then we shall 
find thee our almighty defence from the malevolence and 
assaults of all our enemies. Be in the midst of us os a neigh- 
bourhood ; then the voice of melody and praise shall be heard 
in all our habitations. Be in the midst of us as a congregation ; 
then shall thy word have free course and be glorified. O bo 
in the midst of us as a family ; then we shall be members of 
Christ’s mystical body, and living stones of that spiritual 
temple of which Christ is the glory and defence. 

We praise and adore thee, O Jesus, because of the blessed 
excellences which belong to thee as Mediator. We adore 
thee in that spirit of wisdom, and understanding, and counsel, 
and might, and knowledge, which thou didst so remarkably 
display in the days of thy humbled humanity, and w^hich thou 
dost still gloriously manifest as the King of Zion, With 
righteousness thou dost judge the poor, and reprove with 
equity the meek of the earth. Lord Jesus, we acknowledge 
thee in thy mediatorial and essential dominion, and pray that 
we may enjoy the benefit of thy gracious authority. 

We would mourn over the sad effects and consequences of 
sin, BO extensively manifested by our fallen race. We lament 
that men have even exceeded wolves and leopards and lions, 
in the ferocity and cruelty of their nature ; that the venom of 
the asp and the voracity of the crocodile are exceeded by the 
enmity of the heart of man, O let that blessed day soon 
arrive when a change as wonderful shall take place in the 
nature and dispositions of men, as if the wolf dwelt with the 
Iamb, and the leopard lay down in harmony with the Idd. 
We long for the period when the knowledge of the Lord shall 
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. \ 

Teach our dear children and servants to look on thine ordi- 
nances as sacred wells ; and enable them with joy to draK 
water out of these wells of salvation. 

Lord, accept our thanks for the mercies of the night, and 
with the Church we would sing, The Lord Jehovah is our 
strength and our song ; he also is become our salvation. Give 
us grace to spend this day in tby fear. 

Mercifully hemr the prayers of thine humble supplicants, 
for Jesus our Mediator’s sake. Amen, 


PORTY-FIfTH WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENING- 


OBEiarr’fl PBlStTHOOD. 

StmaHa* Boftlty. WeynmikNtw* 

1 Tl LOOD hflii a voice to pierce the skies, 

^ Revenge, the blood of Abel cries ! 

But the dear stream when Christ was slain 
Speaks peace as loud from every vein. 

2 Pardon end peace from God on high, 

Behold, he lays his vengoonce by, 

And rebels that deserved hii sword 
Become the favourites of the Lord. 

8 To Jesus let our praises rise, 

Who gave his life a sacrifice ; 

Kow he appears before his God, 

And for our pardon pleads his blood. 


Watw, Ilf., Ji. //. 


HEBREWS XIT. 

ChaatUmtnt, 

y^HEREPORE seeing we also arc compassed about with 
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset ub, and let us 
run with patience the race that is set before us, 

2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of tlie 
throne of God. 

8 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sin- 
ners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. 
4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. 
5^ And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh 
unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the 
chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of 
him: 

6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he roceiveth, 

7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with 
sons ; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not ? , 

8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are par- 
takers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 

11 Now no chastening for the present seemetli to be joyous, 
but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. 

18 For ye ore not come unto the mount that might be 
touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and i 
darkness, and tempest, 

19 And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; 
which voice they that heard intreated that the word should 
not be spoken to them any more : 

20 (For they could not endure that which was commanded, 
And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it sliall be 
stoned, or thrust through with a dart : 

21 And to terrible iru the sight, Moses said, I ex- 
ceedingly fear and quake :) 

22 Bat ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city 
of the hring God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innu- 
merable company of angek, 

[ ^28 To the general assembly and church of the hrsthorn, 

which an written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all 
and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 

. P**® mediator of the new covenant, and to 

the of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than iAa/ 
qf Abel. 

- i - < - ii vvvxrv>r i nriAa'Ti.ninjL'. 

Hw^ots »»» Hra. xti.— We should osrefuHy study, admire, 
and zButate the «umpl6 of those saints, whoss histories are reoewded 

especially tlie holy, lovely, and 
Meet rattwn Jesos has left, that we should jfoUow Us stms. The 
belioTer bos a most honoumblo race in wkieh to run : it is Us orivi- 


lege to look to Jesus os his guide, his example, and his alml^ty 
; defence. At the conclusion of the race, he imall receive a g^rious 
prize : an unfading crown shall be placed upon his head, by the 
gracious hand of the Captain of his smvation. Let us so run, w^ 
humility, perseverance, zeal, and holy dopendance, that we may at 
last obtain this blossod prize, and hear our Saviour utter the IfiiUow- 
ing welcome, Well done, good and faithful servants, enter ye into 
tho joy of your Lord.^' 


PRAYER. 

^ LORD of hosts and Father of mercies, we desire, at the 
” conclusion of another week, as a family enridied by 

thy goodness, to encompass the domestic altar, and call on 

thy name. We would say with thy Church, Let ns lift up 

our heart with our hands to God in the heavens. O that we 
could approach thee, and give utterance to our prayers, undier 
the influence of penitential humility, and under a determina- 
^ tion to forsake all iniquity in the strength of grace Divine* 
^ May our minds be deeply impressed with the importance of 

j the counsel and the promise delivered to ancient Israel: If 

my people shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my 
. face, and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from 
^ heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land, 
j Wc desire, O Lord, to acknowledge and adore thee as our 
Father. Thou aa*t a loving Father, and thou dost manifest 
thy love in chastising thy children. O enable us to consider 
tho afflictions of life as evidences >.of love and not of wrath. 
By faith may we look upon our afflictions as coming from tho 
hand of a loving Father, and not from an angry judge. God 
forbid that we should despise the chastening of the Lord, or 
• faint when we are rebuked of him. Lord, give us strength 
to bear all our afflictions, and grace to improve them. Though 
at present they are not joyous but grievous, may they after* 
wards produce the peaceable fruits of righteousness. Lord, 
give us the blessedness of connecting present sufiering with 
future glory ; and may we sing, in the triumphant language 
of an apostle. The sufferings of the present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed. 

Wc thank thee, most gracious God, for tho cloud of wit- 
nesses whose names are recorded in the Holy Scriptures, and 
who^ have left behind them a blessed example of running the 
Christian race. Like them, may we in reanty lay aside every 
weight, every corruption, every favourite lust, every beaettinir 
sill; and run with patience the race set before us. Above all 
may we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
laith. Wc praise thee, blessed Saviour, that the shame and 
agonies of the cross did not discourage thee from pursuing 
thy mediatorial course. 0 enable us to rgoiee in those 
honours to which thou art exalted as a triumphant Saviour. 

U give us thy grace, give us saving interest in thy righteous- 
ness i then shall we rejoice in joining the ransomed mvrifld* 
thy pUse^ we for ever engaged in prodamiing 

Fill (he hearts of our dear children mth a spirUu^ love 
oj heaven. May they long to enter heaven, not onlv beetutte 
tl IS happy, but because it is holy. 

®®ee^ie“etely pray for all our relative* kod ftfoailt. 
May they and wc to admitted at last into the heavenlr Jeru- 
salem, to mingle with an innumerable company of kngw, and 
to fom a pwt of the general assembfy and OfauKiI^ the 
nrst-born, wtech are written in heaven. O let thes e nwneet* 
be ourej and, when our pilgrimage on earth is finisto^i^ ' 

Sfaf 'pare us to ^terh^too^ diy of - 

the Son of mm , and all we ask is for Jesus^W^Sd mw 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with ui® A^n. ^ 


SOm-SOTH IqjBk.— SABBATH KOBNING. 


FMviaiioKa ov atucsEtiT. 

Tor*, ZiNliff. c. H. 

1 art my portioui 0 my God ; 

Soom aa I imow thy way, 

My haart makes haate to obey thy word, 

Aad auffers no delay. 

2 I chose the path of heavenly truth, 

And glory in my choice : 

Kot all the riches of the earth 
Could make me so rejoice. 

d The testimonies of thy grace 
I set before my eyes ; 

Thence I derive my daily strength, 

And there my comfort lies. 

4 If once I wander from thy path, 

I think upon my ways. 

Then turn my feet to thy commands. 

And trust thy pardoning grace. 

Watxb,P<(. 11.0, p, liL 

PSALM CXIX. 

OIMEL, PART III. 

Qreai Love to Qod*a Word* 

T^EAL bountifully with thy servant, that I may live, and 
keep thy word. 

18 Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law. 

19 I am a stranger in the earth : hide not thy command* 
ments from me. 

20 My soul breaketh for the longing that it hath unto tliy 
judgments at all times. 

21 Thou hast rebuked the proud that are cursed, which do 
err from thy commandments. 

22 Remove from me reproach and contempt j for I have 
, kept thy testimonies. 

25 Princes also did sit and speak against me: hut thy 
servant did meditate in thy statutes. 

24 Thy testimonies also are my delight and my counsellors. 

DALETH, PART IV. 

Lamest Prayers. 

lUr Y soul cleaveth unto the dust : quicken thou me accoi'd* 
ing to thy word. 

26 I have declared my ways, and thou hcardcst me: teach 
me thy statutes. 

27 Make me to understand the way of thy precepts ; so 
shall I talk of thy wondrous works. 

28 My soul melteth for heaviness: strengthen thou me 
according unto thy word. 

29 Remove from me the way of lying : and grant me thy 
law graciously. 

80 I have chosen the way of truth : thy judgments have I 
laid bfffore me. 

81 I bave stuck unto thy testimonies : O Lord, put me not 
to shame. 

82 I will run the way of thy commandments, when thou 
•hdt enlarge my 


JlaKteonoirs tmir Pbaiic cxix., Pajbts in. Aim xv. — ^The servants of 
God esfom the frvour of Christ as the chief enjoyment of their exist- 
^0% Ithe gtsoo of God aa the.onlv security for their obedience. 
They iieiease of sniritual light Jhat they may become 
ihoii^^wbgly with i^ctries in me Word of Hfe, far more 

WOndesM than SS (luit can be witnessed in the visible creation, with 
its raidtttttdei of suns and myriadli of stars. Believers look on this 
e^rid si a strai^ifS land, and bn hiMTeaes the delightfU 


they shall frr ever ei^oy the fellowship of their Father and God. 
Wime the lofty ind the proud are cursed, the humble saint 
the assured hope, that be shall finally reach the poaoefril realms of 
heavenly joy, where he shall be for ever removed bevund the per* 


secution of princes, and the malevolent reproaches, of cruel foes. 
Carnal men oloave to the dust, to the world, and its perishing objects 
and empty pleasures ; the believer cleaves to Christ in his person, 
his attribute, his offices, and his Word. Have wo given our hearts 
to Christ } 


PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, our creating, preserving, and redeeming 
” God, thou alone art worthy to be praised, and to receive 
the homage of religious adoration. Praise to thy great and 
gracious name, for preserving us during the past night, and for 
enabling us, in such circumstances of comfort, to encompass 
the family altar, and to draw near to the throne of grace oU 
the morning of thy holy, thy hallowed day. As a family, we 
would encourage each other, and say, in the language of the 
Psalmist, O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel 
before the Lord our Maker : for thou art our God, and we are 
the people of thy pasture, and the sheep of thine bond. 

Holy Spirit, graciously make us, and the congregation with 
which we are connected, increasingly and feelingly sensible of 
the absolute necessity of thy Divine aid, to enable us, gnd all 
thy worshippers, to present the supplications of the heart, in 
the exercise of repentance) humility, faith, and love. Holy 
Spirit, condescend to breathe upon us thy blessed influences. 
May we ever experience thy sacred and Divine power upon 
our hearts, bearing witness with our spirits that we are the 
children of God, O give us thy grace, and may it blossom; 
and bring forth a rich harvest of fruit, good and acceptable. 

Wc thank our God for the blessed truths we have now rqad. 
As our ears have been honoured iu being permitted to hear 
them, may our hearts be still more honoured by feeling their 
quickening and sanctifying power. 

What reason have we, O Lord, to adore thee in the displays 
of thy bounty. Thou hast been to us bountiful in providence. 
Goodness and mercy, streams flowing from thy bounty, have 
followed us all the days of our life. O bless each one of us 
with thy gracious, saving bounty. In the language and spirit 
of thy servant we desire to pray : Deal bountifully with us as 
I a family and as individuals ; then shall we live and keep thy 
Word. If thou hast opened the eyes of the understanding of 
any now before thee, we give thee glory and praise ; and we 
earnestly pray for increasing light, that we may behold won- 
drous things out of thy law. If any in thy presence are 
blinded by the god of this world, O may the eyes of their 
understanding be opened, and may they see the excellence 
of thy Word, the value of the soul, and the glory and the 
suitableness of Christ. 

For the honour of thy name, for the advancement* of thj 
kingdom, for the edification of thy saints, and for the salvation 
of those who are ready to perish, do thou ^werfuUy assist 
thy ministering servants of every name and denomination, 
that they may display the wonders of Divine revelation, ex- 
hibit the glory of Jesus, and make known the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. O that every sanctuaiy may be found this 
day to be indeed the house of God and the gate of heaven. 

Lord, enable our dear children to chooee the way of truth, 
and to run in the way of thy commandments. May our servants 
be in reaU^ thy se^'vatUs, and may they live spiritually and 
keep thy fVwd, 

Hear our prayers, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, kc. 


FORTY-SIXTH WBfiX.— SABBATH EVENING. 


DEUQHT IN god’s , WORD, 

Bedfoird* Nwibwy, c. M. 

1 r\ HOW I love thy holy law ! 

” 'Tis daily my delight; 

And thence my meditations draw 

Divine adviiie by night. 

2 My waking eyes prevent the day 

To meditate thy word : 

My soul with longing melts away 
To hear thy gospel, Lord. 

3 How doth thy word my heart engage ! 

How well employ my tongue ! 

And, in my tkesomo pilgrimage, 

Yields me a heavenly song. 

4 When nature sinks, and spirits droop, 

Tliy promises of grace 
Are pillars to support my hope, 

And there 1 write thy praise. 

Watts, /*«. 119, p. T. 


PSALM CXIX. 

HE, PART V. 

Prayer for Qrwe* 

rpEACH me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes ; and 1 shall 
keep it unto the end. 

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law ; yea, 
I shall observe it with my whole heart. 

35 Make me to go in the path of thy commandments ; for 
therein do 1 deliglit. 

36 Incline xny heart unto thy testimonies, and not to 
covetousness. 

37 Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; a^id 
quicken thou me in thy way. 

38 Stablish thy word unto thy servant, who is devoted to 
thy fear. 

39 Turn away my reproach which I fear ; for thy judg- 
ments are good. 

40 Behold, I have longed after thy precepts : quicken me 
in thy righteousness. 

VAU, PART VI. 

Hidy liexoluiions, 

L et thy mercies come also luito me, O Lord, even thy 
salvation, according to thy word. 

42 So shall I have wherewith to answer him that rc- 
proacheth me : for 1 trust in thy woiul. 

48 And take not the word of truth utterly out of my 
mouth ; for 1 have hoped in thy judgments. 

44 1^ shall I keep tliy law continually for ever and ever. 

46 And I will walk at liberty : for I seek thy precepts. 

46 I will speak of thy testimonies also before kings, and 
will not be ashamed. 

47 And I will delight myself in thy commandments, which 
I have loved. 

48 My hands also will I lift up unto thy commandments, 
which I have loved ; and I will meditate in thy statutes. 


lUixxciiONs UPON PsALK CXIX., Pabts V. AND VI. — A saving know- 
of God’s Word is infinitely more valuable than all the leaniing 
wmoh can be derived from the wells' of human intelligence. The be- 
liever is a scholar in the school of Christ, and there he wishes to make 
constant projpress in the sublime mysteries of salvation; while he is 
oomfortea with the hope of being at last introduced into the heavenly 
world, where he shall no hmger see God through a glass darkly, but 
632 ** 


where he shaU behold him feoe to Lot^ to G^’« tows, niaaiM 
in the way of his commandment*, haying the «u*^ Oxm toe 
vanities of this world, and having earnest de^ to 1» adnn^ ^to 
the graces of the Spirit, ore all assured endOnoe* of an into^ a 
Christ, and n title to hcavmi. How comely is the g*w» of se^ 
which enables the believer, if opportumties ooonr.^to ptoolsto tto 
testimonies of God in the presence of the rulers of toe «^1 Of 
this, St. Paul was a most illustrious example. As to wwldly men, 
their delight is in their com, their wine, their oil, “ th^ mid and 
silver, or in their rank, influence, and power. God the Father, oen, 
and Holy Ghost, one Jehovah, is the deUght of the saints. The men 
of the world say, What shall we oat, what shall we drink, and 
wherewithal shall wc be clothed } The followers of the Lamb sar, 
The Lord is the strength of our hearts, and our portion for over,'' 


PEAYER. 

F ather of mercies, thou art he alone whom we ought to 
love, praise, and adore. What are we, that we should be 
the recipients of so many blessings ! This day thou hast 
crowned us with thy loving-kindness, thou hast permitted ua 
to engage in the secret, the domestic, and the public ordinances 
of our holy faith ; though worms of the dust, we have been 
allowed to enjoy fellowship with thyself, whose presence and 
smiles constitute the joy and glory of the celestial mansions. 
Bless the Lord, O our soul, and forget not all his benefits I 

We pray that thy Word may be sanctified to us, and to all 
who heard it. Accompany the sowing of the sacred seed with 
the influences of the Holy Spirit ; then there will be a rich 
harvest of sacred and immortal fruit, which will be gathered 
unto eternal life. We adore thee for tlic accomplishment of 
thy promise to the Church, which has continued in its fulfil- 
ment uninterrupted until the present day : The Lord hath 
chosen Zion ; 1 will clothe her priests with salvation, and her 
saints shall shout aloud for joy. May thy ministers be more 
impressed than ever with the lionourable and important nature 
of their sacred office. Amid all the discouragements arising 
from their own infirmities, the opposition of Satan, and the 
obstinacy and unbelief of men, may their hearts be cheered 
and comforted by tliat sublime and animating promise, They 
that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament ; 
and they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars for 
ever and ever. May they ever remember their high calling, 
and that they are not sent a warfare upon their own charges, 
but tliat tlieir sufficiency is of God, and their strength is 
arm of almighty power. 

Wc humbly seek the blessing of the Holy Spirit upon the 
ordinance in which we are now engaged ; and in particular 
on the Word we have now read. May ^1 the petitions wo 
have read be in reality the desires of our hearts. Holy Spirit, 
be our instructor ; then we shall know the will of God, and, 
unto the end of our days, shall adhere to thy Word, thy 
statutes, and thine ordinances. We mourn over the ignorance 
of pur minds ; and where can we go, O Jesus, but to t)iyself| 
that the eyes of our understanding may be opened ? 0 give 
us understanding. Thou who givest grace to saints and 
wisdom to angels, mercifully give understanding to us thy 
humble petitioners ; then wc will yield sincere and conitaut 
obedience to thy laws. 

Incline the heart of our children unto thy teetimofiieM, and 
give them an unfeigned delight in thy Word, Make thy Word 
their daily counsellor and daily comforter. 

As a family, let thy mercies come unto us, 0 hovi ; 
thy salvation, according to thy Word, Wo autroildor nm 
souls and bodies to thy care this night : and may tHm iwrali 
be heard, for Jesus^ saaes Amen, . , 

Our Father which art in heaven, &c« ^ v 



FOIOTY-SIXTH W]5I!K.--M01«)At MOEMINO. 


9AFBTt or THS CBVEOH. 

Xio%*$Ohurek. JftW. 

1 U 0 W hoEourable is the plaoe, 

^ * Where we adoring stand ! 

2Smp the gloiy of the earth, 

beaufy of the land ! 

2 Bulwarks of mighty grace defend 

The city where we dwell; 

The walls, of strong salvation made, 
Defy the assaults of hell. 

3 lift up the everlasting gates, 

The doors wide open fling, 

Enter, ye nations that obey 
The statutes of our King. 

4 Here shall you taste unmingled joys, 

And live in perfect peace, 

You that have known Jehovah’s name, 
And ventured on his grace. 


^VAr^s, B, /. 


strengtl^ and its duration: Jesus is its architect, he is a wedl of Are 
around it, and the glor^ in the midst of it ; his person, righteousness, 
and intercession, constitute tiie foundation on which it is built. Can 
the gates of hell prevail against it ? Impossible— -impossible ; it can- 
not bo. What reason for thanksgiving and praise !-r-the gates of this 
noble city are open night and day for peoj^e of all nations and 
tongues ; they shall continue open till all we objects of Jehovah’s 
love have entered, until the number of his redeemed family is com- 
plete. 0 what mvriads shall pass through the gates of this city in 
the bright days or millennial blessedness ! they shall resemble the 
stars of the sky, and the sand by the sea-shore for multitude — oven n 
multitude which cannot be numbered. Are we the citisons of that 
illustrious city ? Are we among the righteous nation who keep the 
truth and enter in ? 


ISAIAH XXVI. 

Confidence in Qod, 

FN that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; 

We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for 
walls and bulwarks. 

2 Open ye the gates, that tlie righteous nation which 
keepeth the truth may enter in. 

8 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind f> stayed 
on thee : because he trusteth in thee. 

4 Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord JE- 
HOVAH is everlasting strength. 

6 For he bringeth down them that dwell on high : the 
lofty city, he layeth it low; he layeth it low, even to the 
ground ; he bringeth it even to the dust. 

6 The foot shall tread it down, even the feet of the poor, 
and the steps of th^ needy. 

7 The wav of the just is uprightness : thou, most upright, 
dost weigh tne path of the just. 

8 Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Lord, have we 
waited for thee ; the desire of our soul is to thy name, and to 
the remembrance of thee. 

9 With my soul have I desired thee in the night ; yea, with 
mj spirit within me will I seek thee early : for when thy judg- 
ments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn 
righteousness. 

10 Let favour be shewed to the wicked, yet will he not 
Icam righteousness ; in the land of uprightness will he deal 
unjustW, and will not behold the majesty of the Lord. 

11 Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not see : but 
they shsdl see, and be ashamed for their envy at the people ; 
vea^ the fire of thine enemies shall devour them. 

12 Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us ; for thou also hast 
wrought all our works in us. 

18 O Lord out God, other lords beside thee have had 
dominion over us : but by thee only will we make mention of 
thy name. 

jl4 They ore dead, they shall not live : they are deceased, 
th^ shall not rise : therefore hast thou visited and destroyed 
them, atid made all their memory to perish. 

19 Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead body 
shall they arise., Awake and sing, ye that dwell in the dust : 
for' thy mw is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast 
onttfaedea^. 

HQ' Oome, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and 
abut ^7 doom nhout thee: hide thyself as it were for a little 

21 iw, bdiold, the Lord oometh out of his place to pumsh 
the inhaUtauta of ibn oartb for &eir iniquity : the earth also 
shall disclose blood, and ehall no more cover her slain. 


PRAYER. 

T^E bow before thee, O Lord, and acknowledge and adore 

^ » thee as the King eternal, immortal, and invisible. Thou 
art Zion’s God, and thou hast surrounded her with salvation 
Tor walls and bulwarks. We desire to acknowledge thee as the 
Lord our God. As a family may we enjoy thy special pro- 
tection ; and 0 may the salvation of our God surround us as 
walls and bulwarks. 

O Lord, have mercy on our nation, and make it a righteous 
nation. Deliver us from national pride and national luke- 
warmness and national profanity. O that all the inhabitants 
of our land may be admitted within the gates of thy Church, 
even Zion, thy sacred city, against which thou wilt never* 
permit the gates of hell to prevail. Have pity on all the nations 
of the earth, and deliver them from the dominion of the god 
of this world. Jesus, thou great Immanuel, appear in thy 
majesty and grace ; take to thyself thy ^eat power, and reign ; 
and soon may the blinded, pagan niyriads of our fallen race 
enjoy the benefits of thy mediatorial government. 

We thank God for giving us the truth as it is contained in 
the Word of life. Enlighten our uuderstandings, that we may 
know the truth : and impart unto us saving grace, that we 
may keep the truth. Lord, deliver us from evil hearts of 
unbelief, and in thy mercy bestow upon us that faith by which 
our minds shall be stayed on the Lord our God. Suffer ns 
not, most gracious God, to make man our confidence, but 
may we trust in the Lord for ever; for in the Lord Jehovah 
there is everlasting strength. O Jesus, teach us to trust in 
thy righteousness for acceptance with God, whose justice we 
have offended, and to whose wrath we have exposed ourselves 
by our sins. Deliver us from a legal confidence in our own 
supposed righteousness, which is only a collection of rags 
polluted and vile. We would now, O Jesus, forsake every 
other refuge but thyself. To thee we would look alone, as the 
only refuge from the wind, and the only covert from the storms 
of Divine wrath ; and may we ever be prevented from fleeing 
to refuges of lies. 

Bless our dear children vnth saving grace. Preserve them 
from the sin of pride, and give them humility. Deliver them 
from the sin of hardness of heart, and give them the gracs oj 
evangelical repentance. 

Teach us, and all our relatives, to wait on God. May we 
wait upon thee in all thine ordinances, and wait on thee in all 
the dispensations of thy providence.' Let the desire of our 
soul be to thee and to the remembrance of thy name. And 
on the morning of the resurrection may we awake out of the 
dust, and unite vrith angels and saints in songs of praise. 

We thank God for the mercies of the night, and imploro 
the Divine blessing during this day. We seek the answer 
jod oar prayenfi only for our dear Redeemer’s sake. Ameu. 

4 M 638 


POBjt-SIXTH WfiEK.--MONDAY EVBi^YNO. 


# 

CHRIflT^S ETEHNtTir, 

Pm^dtOt, Jllindon. Warekam. h, M. 

1 TT is tho Lord our Saviour’s hand 

Weakens our strength amidst the race, 

Disease and death at his command 
Arrest us, and cut short our days. 

2 Spare us, 0 Lord, aloud wo pray, 
ilor let our sun go down at noon ; 

Thy years ore one eternal day, 

And must thy children die so soon? 

5 Yet in tho midst of death and grief 
This thought our sorrow shall assuage, 

Our Father and our Baviour live ; 

Christ is the same through every age. 

Watts, Pi, 102 , p. III, 


HEBREWS XIIT. 

Pivera Admonitions, 

R emem HER them which have the rule over you, who 
have spoken unto you the word of God : whose faith 
follow, considering the end of iheir conversation : 

8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 
9 Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. 
For itiaa good thing that the heart be established with grace ; 
not with meats, which have not profited them that have been 
occupied therein. 

10 We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat 
which serve the tabernacle. 

11 For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought 
into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned 
without the camp. 

12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people 
with his own blood, suffered without the gate. 

13 Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, 
bearing his reproach. 

14 For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one 
to come. , 

16 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to 
God continually, that is. the fruit of our lips giving thanks to 
his name. 

16 But to do good and to communicate forget not : for with 
sudh sacrifioes God is well pleased. 

17 Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit 
yourselves : for they watch for your souls, as they that must 
give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: 
for that is unprofitable for you. 

18 Pray for us : for we trust wo have a good conscience, in 
all things willing to live honestly. 

19 But I beseech you the rather to do this, that I may be 
restored to you tho sooner. 

20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the 
blood of tho everlasting covenant, 

21 Mgke you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is wellpleasiug in his sight, through 
Jesus Christ; to whom glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

22 And I beseech you, brethren, suffer the word of exhor- 
tatiott : for I have written a letter unto you in few words. 

23 Know ye that our brother Timothy is set at liberty ; 
with whom, if he come shortly, I will see you. 

24 Salute all them that have the rule over you, and all the 
saints. They of Italy salute you. 

26 Graee Ac with you all. Amen. 


RmacrioJrl Heb, xrn.— Gfenuine pie^ shows its^ in love 
to the ministers of Christ, for iheir Master’s sake and for the truth’s 
sake. How sublime, how animating, how encouraging, ore the great 


subjects which constitute the glory ond fiobnm of gbs{^<*nrea(foiHg 
—namely, Jesus in his person, in the boundless mont Of his 
eousness, in the aU-provailing efficacy of his iatefoe^non, andin the 
immutabrntyof his love! May those subjects, so blessed and Divine, 
bo the objects* of our love, and the overflowing founl^ of our loy I 
What a blessing it is to be preserved from the pestilen^ winds of 
erroneous doctrines, and to enjoy Divine proteotioa in the impregnable 
tower of Divine truth. Ancient Levitioal altars, whioh gave a oere^ 
monial value to the victims offered upon them, were' typiool of the 
Divinity of Christ, which imparts an infinite value to the sooxifiee of 
his humanity. Levitical priests fod upon the sacrifioes which wew 
presented upon their altars ; and believers food on tho glorioua socri- 
fico of his humanity, whioh Christ presented upon the altar of his . 
Divinity. May wo by faith feed on Christ, tho Bread of life ! 


PRAYER. 

G 1 OD of our salvation, we desire, at the close of onothei 
^ day, to draw near thy throne, and seek the light of thy 
countenance. With grateful hearts we would acknowledge the 
unmerited mercies of the past day, and we would- take en- 
couragement to seek renewed mercies for this night. 

O Lord, thou art the God of peace ; give us that peace 
which paaseth all understanding. Thou art the God of peace , 
graciously preserve us this night in safety and peace, and 
encompass us with the arms of thy Divine protection. 

We adore thee, O Lord, as having exercised thy Divine 
power, agreeably to the conditions of the covenant of grace, 
in bringing again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant. O give us the unspeakable benefits of the covenant 
of grace, purchased by Christ’s death, and secured by his 
resurrection. Make us perfect in every good work, to do the 
will of thee our God and Father, working in us that which is 
well-pleasing in thy sight, through JeSus Christ. We thank 
thee, most merciful God, for the seasonable and sacred in- 
structions we have now read. We pray for a disposirion to 
follow them, and for grace to obey them. Praise to thy naayd 
for the ordinances of thy house, and for the ministers of the 
sanctuary. Give us thy spirit, that we may conscientiously 
observe thine ordinances, and affectionately remember and 
follow and obey thy ministers. Glory to oui* God that thou 
hast in all ages raised up and qualified and appointed men to 
be the heralds of salvation. And praise to thy name that the 
Gospel they preach is made mighty by God, to the puUing 
down of strongholds of iniquity, and of levelling with the dust 
everything that is at variance with the will of God, Incr^e 
in the minds of thy people, and throughout all the churches, 
love and veneration for the ambassadors of eternal truth; and 
make thy people readily to submit themselves to the sacred 
counsels of their instructors, seeing they watch for the souls 
of men, as they who must give an account, that they may do 
it with joy, and not with grief. 

Graciously deliver thy Church from those men who proif^ 
to be the ministers of Christ, but who are neither sent God 
nor are they blessings to men. O introduce into thy Ohureh 
those who are clothed with thy spirit, and who esteem the sal- 
vation of souls a greater object than the conquest of empires. 

Make our children rnemben of the Church of Chriet^ e$ta^ 
blieh them in the faith, and may they never be carried about 
with divers winds qf human doctrines and opinions. " 

As the time will come when death will dissolve Hi as i 
family, may we remember daily that here we have no 
nmng city, but may we constantly seek one whioit is to eoxMi 
even a city which hath foundations, whose buildsir aed 
is God. Hear our feelfle prayers, for Jesus’ sdcA irhd ii Um 
same yesterday and to-day and for ever i to whom hi dloevi, 
for ever and ever. Amen. * 


TOETY^SIXTH TUBSDAT MOBiJINO. 


cmnn tm bbfuov . 
Mfttfim. Madttoek Tifik^ikam OowrL 

1 TIT in«, 0 my SaTiour, stand 
^ la cvei^ trying hour; 

Guard me with thy outstretched hand, 
And hold me by thy power ; 
HindM of thy fisuthful word, 

Thine aU-aoffloient grace bestow ; 

Keep me, keep me, dearest Lord, 

And never let mo go. 

2 Never let me go, till I, 

Upborne on wings of love, 

Gain the regions of the sky, 

And take my seat above : 

Thou hast passed thy gracious word, 
That thou wilt bring me safely through : 
Thou wilt, therefore, keep me, Lord, 
Nor ever let mo go. 


ISAIAH XXXII. 

Bleannga of the Church. 

TlEHOLD, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes 
shall rule in judgment. 

2 And a man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, 
and a covert firom the tempest ; as rivers of water in a dry 
place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land. 

8 And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the 
Cars of them that hear shall hearken. 

4 The heart also of the rash shall understand knowledge, 
and the tongue of the stammerers shall be ready to speak 
plainly/ 

6 The vile person shall be no more called liberal, nor the 
churl said to be bountiful. 

6 For the vile person will speak villany, and his heart will 
work iniquity, to practise hypocrisy, and to utter error against 
the Loan, to make empty the soul of the hungry, and he will 
cause the drink of the thirsty to fail. 

7 The instruments also of the churl are evil : he deviseth 
wicked devices to destroy the poor with lying words, even 
when the needy speaketh right. 

8 But the liberal deviseth liberal things; and by liberal 
things shall he stand. 

9 Kise up, ye women tliat are at ease ; hear my voice, ye 
careless daughters ; give ear unto my speech. 

10 Many days and years shall ye be troubled, ye careless 
women ; for the vintage shall fail, the gathering shall not come. 

14 Because the palaces shall be forsaken ; the multitude of 
the city shall be left ; the forts and towers shall be for dens 
for ever, a joy of wild asses, a pasture of flocks ; 

15 Until the spirit be poured upon us from on high, and 
the wilderness be a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be 
counted for a forest. 

X6 Then judgment shall dwell in the wilderness, and right- 
^usn<w remain in the fruitful field. 

I7\^d tke work of righteousness shall be peace, and the 
ei^t of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever. 

18 And my people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, 
andiit ihnre dweUings, and in quiet resting places; 

Id. it shall hail, coming down on the forest; and the 
city shall be low in a low place. 

^ Blea^d ye that sow beside all waters, that send 
Ib^h ilbe feet of the ox and the ass. 


xxxn.— The good kings of Judah in 
Am and aevaniinettt were typical of Jesus, who innoitely 

Stsl^^^ibest^gs that ever Hved or shi^ Uye, who is by way 
Oi omin^ceiChe King of kings, and of whom it is said, '^Bightoous- 


ness is the girdle of his loins, faithfulness the girdle of his 
reins.*’ Let us think with humility on that to which sin expose 
us, and let us think with thankfhmess on Jesus as our protector, 
defondor, and deliverer. Sin exposes us to the stormy tempost of 
Divine wrath : Jesus comes and hides us in his rightoousnoss. Sin 
exposes us to the fiery darts of the wicked one: Jesus comes and 
spreads over us the shield of his omnipotence. Sin exposes us to 
temptations furious and fieroe: Jesus comes and hides us in tho 
secret of his pavillion. Sin has struck the soul with blindness : 
Jesus comes with his regenerating spuit, and opens the eyes of the ' 
understanding. Sin has made tho soul earthly, covetous, and selfish ; 
Jesus comes and raises the soul above earthly things, and makes it 
generous, merciful, and kind. Blessed Jesus I 


PRAYER. 

A DURABLE Mediator, we acknowledge thee in thy royal 
and Divine glories, perfections, and prerogatives. Though 
thou didst appear on earth clothed with human flesh, thou art 
God as well as man, being in nature and essence the same and 
equal with the Father and Spirit. We acknowledge thee as 
the great King of Zion, who dost reign in righteousness. 
Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne, mercy 
and truth go before thy face. Thou art, O Jesus, as the 
Mediator between God and man, the only hiding-place from 
the winds of Divine wrath, and tho only covert from the 
violent tempests of Divine vengeance. We come to thee this 
morning to seek defence and protection under the covert of 
thy righteousness. Teach us by thy spirit to view this world 
as a dry place, furnisliing no streams of consolation, peace, or 
hope to the souls of men. Preserve us from an unhallowed 
love of this world, and may we never fall into the sin of 
expecting to find it a paradise of delight and enjoyment; while 
it is only a dry place, and can never furnish the verdure of 
heavenly bliss. 

We pray that Christ’s fame as a Saviour and a refuge may 
spread speedily over the whole earth ; and may the kingdoms 
of the world soon rejoice in the benefits of the reign of Jesus 
as the Prince of peace. And wherever the Gospel is preached 
may the eyes of the dim bo made clearly to see Divine things, 
may the ears of the deaf be enabled to hearken to the voice of 
mercy and the proclamations of love. Under the preaching 
'of the Gospel may the foolish understand knowledge, and the 
tongue of the dumb be made to sing the praises of God. We 
have reason, O Lord, to lament over our ignorance in the 
midst of such invaluable opportunities of having our minds 
enriched vdth an extensive knowledge of Divine things. De- 
liver us from a covetous, avaricious, worldly-minded spirit. 
Preserve thy Church from worldly-minded men, who are 
governed by worldly policy, and not the principles of the 
(jospel, and whose affections are captivated by earthly objects, 
and not placed on the realities of heaven. 

Suffer not onr dear children^ and domestics, to be carried 
away by the allurements of this world. Preserve them from 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride oj life. 

We supplicate in behalf of our family and all the families 
with which we are acquainted, in behalf of our congregation 
and all the congregations of thy people, the descent of the 
Holy Ghost. O let the Spirit bo poured out from on high ; 
then the wilderness shall be a fruitful field, and the fruitful 
field shall be counted for a forest ; then judgment shall dwell 
ill the wilderness, and righteousness shall remain in the fruit- 
ful field. Let Divine peace prevail throu^ all the churches, 
and hasten those days of millennial glory when thy wplo 
shall dwell in peaceable habitations, and iu sure dweUings, 
and in quiet resting-places. 

Accept our praises for the mercies of the night, and assist 
in the duties of the day/for Jesus* sake, our Advocate and 
Saviour. Amen. 
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yoary-sixTH week.— Tuesday evbnino. 


OOKVLAININO OF INCONSTANCY. 
jPro^an. AMme, Vityinia, 

1 wandering star, and fleeting wind, 
^ Both represent the unstable mind ; 
The morning cloud and early dew 
Bring our inconstancy to view. 

2 But cloud and wind, and dew and star, 
Faint and imperfect emblems are ; 

Nor can there aught in nature be 

Bo flcklc and so false as we. 

3 We sin forsake, to sin rotum ; 

Are hot, arc cold ; now freeze, now bum ; 
In deep distress, then raptures feci ; 

We sour to heaven, then sink to hell. 


Bkddome. 


JAMES I. 

£nduring Affiiction. 

J AMES, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting. 

2 My brethren, count it all joy when yc fall into divers 
temptations ; 

8 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh 
patience. 

I 4 But let patience have perfect work, that yo may be 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 

5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to men liberally, and upbraideth not ; and it shall 
be given him. 

6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering.. For he that 
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and 
tossed. 

7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any 
thing of the Lord. 

8 A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. 

9 Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is ex- 
ulted : t 

10 But the rich, in that he is made low : because as tlic 
flower of the grass he shall pass away. 

11 For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but 
it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the 
grace of the fashion of it perishcth : so also shall the ricli man 
fade away iil his ways. 

12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation ; for when 
he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord 
hath promised to them that love Iiim. 

13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of 
God : for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth 
he any man : 

14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of 
his own lust, and enticed. 

15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: 
and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 

16 Do not err, my beloved brethren. 

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
and Cometh down from the father of lights, with whom is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning. 

18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that 
we should be a kind of first-fruits of his creatures. 

19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift 
to hear, slow to sneak, slow to wrath : 

20 For the wratii of man worketh not the righteousness of 
God. 

lifiFLSOTiONs trroK Jaiueb I.— >A deep concern for the spiritual 
pro^peht^ of the Oiurch of Christ, and love to his saints, are satis- 
tying evidences of unfeigned nioty. Support under affliotion, the 


bonofloiul cifecU of iaii< 
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iiotion, the connection betwixt Jesus Ch^t. 


sources of joy and matter ot tnaaw^ a receive this ooofflv 
great price: let u» ^ obtained^by prayer? let our 

the glory of which shall endure for ever. 

PRAYER. 

W E bow before thee, O Lord, as ow Governor and our 
Lord. Too long we Lave been the wnranta of Satan, 
of the world, and of our own corruptions. We a« thine, ^ 
therefore we would feel our obligation to love and serve th^. 
While we acknowledge the duty, we would humblv rejoice m 
the privilege. Thy ways, 0 Lord, are ways of plewtatn^p 
and in keeping thy commandments there is great vtWBXiL 
Like James, the Apostle, may each member of our family be 
a servant of God, and of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

O teach our dear children to surrender their youthful 
hearts to Christy and now to commence that course of obe-^ 
dience to his wholesome laws which will testify their lone to 
his person^ and their faith in his righteousness. 

We acknowledge, holy Father, the corruption of our heart, 
and the sinfulness of our lives. We confess our unbelief, and 
that many of our prayers have not been presented in faith. 
Wc have wavered in our hearts, when we have approached thy 
throne. We have resembled the waves of the sea, which ore 
driven with the wind and tossed. If thou hadst dealt with us 
as our unbelieving prayers deserved, thou wouldest never have 
answered one of our petitions. 

Wc adore thee, O Lord, as just, and wise, and good, in all 
the temptations and afflictions which have befallen us in this 
wilderness state. We pray that our afflictions may be sancti- 
fied. If we have no saving faith in Christ, may the trials of 
life show the necessity of this invaluable grace. If we have 
faith, 0 may our affliction be instrumental in strengthening 
our faith and increasing our patience. May patience have 
her perfect work, that we may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing. 

We adore thee, gracious Saviour, as the only wise God. 
Thou art the fountain of all wisdom. Thou art the merciful 
and condescending instructoi^ of the ignorant and foolish. 

O Jesus, we come to thee as ignorant and foolish. We lack 
wisdom. We praise thee for the encouragement given us to 
seek this blessing : for God giveth to all men liberjally, and 
upbraideth not; and thou hast promised it shall be given 
them. 

We pray for the poor and needy. Mercifully supply their 
wants out of the inexhaustible treasury of thy providence. 
Though thou hast denied them earthly riches, give . them a 
spiritual inheritance ; make them rich in faith, and heirs of 
thy kingdom. 

We pray for those who are exalted to the enjoyment of 
tempor^ wealth and earthly honours. Give theip thy grace, 
which will make them humble disciples at Jesus’ wt. O 
Lord, grant that wo and all our relatives may be heirs of a 
crown of life, which God has promised to them that Iwn 
him. 

Bless the duties and engagements of the day. Hay onr 
a^nowledgments for thy mercies be accepted. Oraoiioiisly 
bless and protect us this night* Forgive our inns hear 
our prayers, through the merits of our Lord and l^our. : 
Jesus Christ. Amen. ■ 


THl WlTf TO HEAVBN. 

Smx. UMomOoUctffe, Ptioe'i. %,m* 

I Ottr Toioes joi» 

To form a sacred song : 

Y^ilgrims in Jehovah’s wayn^ 

With music pass along. 

3 Hovr straight the path appears, 

How open and how fair ! 

No lurking gins to entrap our feet, 

» No fleroe destroyer there. 

d But flowers of paradise 
In rich profusion spring ; 

The sun of glory gilds the path, 

And dear companions sing 

4 See Salem’s golden spiros 
In beauteous prospect rise ; 

And brighter crowns than mortals wear. 

Which sparkle through the skies. 

^ 5 All honour to his name. 

Who marks the shining way ! 

To him who leads the wanderers on 
To realms of endless day ! 

DODDElOao. 

ISAIAH XXXV. 

Future Glory of tli^e Church, 

rpHE wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for 
^ them ; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the 
rose. t 

2 It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy 
and singing : the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the 
excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of 
the Lord, and the excellency of our God. 

3 Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble 
knees. 

4 Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear 
not ; behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God 
with a recompence ; he will come and save you. 

6 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears 
of the deaf shall be unstopped. 

6 Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue 
of the dumb sing : for in the wilderness shall waters break out, 
and streams in the desert. 

7 And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the 
thirsty land springs of water : in the habitation of dragons, 
where each lav, s?iall be grass with reeds and rushes. 

8 And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall 
be called, The way of holiness ; the unclean shall not pass over 
it ; but it shall be for those : the wayfaring men, though fools, 
shall not err therein, 

9 No lion shall be tliere, nor any ravenous beast shall go up 
thereon, it shall not be found there ; but the redeemed shaU 
walk there : 

10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come 
to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads : they 
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 


SsFLiOTXONS UPOK IsAiAU XXXV.— How ^at and how W’-onderful are 
the eibsts produ^ upon tlie minds and circumstances of men by the 
Gow^ when agoomnanied by the effectual power of the Holy Spirit ! 


i^dtaal barrenness IS oh^ged into fertility, sorrow into joy, and tho 
dark night ^oraaoe. into the bright ^y of saving wisdom and 
iateUteencS. ^^blossoma with all their fh^grance, no flowers with . 
altii^lov^nsss, ho ta^ wi& all their luxuriant fhiitfulness, can 
be seiShsred with the apiritual loveliness and sacred fmgmnce of 
gm^, w ^ ^ i^teousnesB of Christ, in which the 

saints of are anhyed. How mflmtely adapted to our fallen raoe 


ia tho Goapel with its blesainga! Are we weak? the Gospel fUmiihes 
spiritual strength. Are we overwhelmed with fear ? the Gospo) 
furnishes the assured oonviotion of an interest in redeeming love, and 
the assured hopes of a glorious immoiTtality beyond the grave. Ate 
wo exposed to the craft, enmity, and oniolty of spiritual enemies ? 
tho Gospel leads us to Jesus, tno almighty and meroiful Deliverer* 
Are we lu a vole of tears ? the Gospel reveals heaven und its blessed- 
ness as our otomal home ! Hallelujah ! 

PRAYER. 

^LORY to thy gracious name, O Lord our God, that thou 
hast mercifully preserved us during the past niglit, and 
that we are now honoured by enjoying another blessed op|)or. 
tunity of bowing down before tliy throne of grace. We thank 
a kind providence for sleep, and for awakening us from our 
slumbers, and permitting us to see the return of the morn- 
ing’s light. On the morning of the resurrection, may we 
awake to behold the gi*aciou8 smiles of Jesus, our Saviour and 
our Judge. 

Blessed God, we acknowledge — and would do it with grief— 
the sad and ruined state of our world, by the sin and apostasy 
of man. The soul, which was originally a garden of beauty, m 
now a wilderness of deformity. We rejoice that thou hast not 
forsaken and abandoned our sinful world. In thy gracious 
wisdom thou hast contrived a plan by which the depravity ot 
sin may give place to the beauty of holiness. We adore tliec' 
in the display of thine Almighty power, by which, in instances 
innumerable, the wilderness has been changed into the fruitful 
field. O continue and increase the displays of thy gracious 
power. Look down on pagan nations, and on myriads of 
human beings, which present the sad spectacle of a moral 
wilderness, where grow nothing but the thorns of corruptions, 
and where the devouring dragons of lusts and hideous passions 
so alarmingly prevail. Look down on this dreary and exten- 
sive moral desert. O make the wilderness and the solitary 
place to rejoice under the Gospel sound. Cause the desert to 
be glad under the fertilizing influence of Gospel ordinances, 
and to blossom as the rose. May Jesus, the true rose of 
Sharon, be planted in every land, that all nations may be 
captivated with his beauty and refreshed by his fragrance. 

We pray for those that are fearful ; may they be strong and 
fear not ; may they rejoice that God the Saviour is come, and 
has worked out a glorious salvation for a lost and ruined world. 
Have mercy upon those who are spiritually blind, and open 
their eyes to see their sinfulness and misery by the fall of 
Adam. Open their eyes to see the blessed recovery from guilt 
and ruin, by Christ the second Adam. Persuade men to hear 
the Gospel ; and, when they hear it, 0 give them grace to 
believe it. 

Lord, comfort aged. saints with the promises of thy Word. 
May their weak hands be strengthened, and their feeble knees 
confirmed. May their hearts be filled with great joy by the 
prospect of joining the company of the ransomed of the Lord 
when this mortal life shall cease, and of dwelling in that laud 
where sorrow and sighing are unknown, and where joy and 
gladness reign for ever. 

Bless our family. Let it not be a moral desert, but make 
it a spiritual garden of thy grace. May all of us be trees of 
righteousness. 

Take our dear children and domestics out of the desert of a 
natural state, and 0 plant them in the lately garden of thy 
Church. 

We praise thee for the heavenly world, where the ransomed 
of the Lord for ever praise thee, and where there is nothing to 
hurt or destroy. Give us grace to glorify thee this day* 
Preserve us from every snare. Forgive our sins and heat our 
prayers, for Jesus our Redeemer’s sake. Amen. 

m 


POETY-SIXTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


rniUtTIAN LOVX. 

Uftgddm, Peru. 

B USSSEI) Bedeomer ! how Divine, 

How righteous is this law of thine, — 

<< Never to deal with others worse 
Than we would have them deal with us !** 

This golden lesson, short and plain, 

Gives not the mind nor memory pain ; 

And every conscience must approve 
The law of universal love, 
d ^Tis written in each mortal breast, 

Whore ail our tenderest wishes res^* 

Wc draw it from our inmost vciiw, 

Where love to self resides and reigns. 

4 Jesus, forgive us, that we keep 
Thy sacred Jaw of love asleep, 

And take our envy, wrath, and pride, 

Those savage passions, for our guide. 

Watts. 


JAMES III. 

Sint of the Touifue. 

M y brethren, be not many maatcra, knowing that we ahall 
receive the greater condemnation. 

2 For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not 
in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the 
whole body, 

8 Behold, wo put bits in the horses’ mouths that they may 
obey us ; and we turn about their whole body. 

4 Behold also the ships, which though ilwy be so great, and 
are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a 
very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth. 

6 Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great 
things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindletli 1 
6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity ; so is the 
tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, 
and settctli on fire the course of nature; and it; is set on fire 
of hell. 

7 For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, 
and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of 
mankind : 

8 But the tongue can no man tame ; it is an unruly evil, 
full of deadly poison. 

9 Therewith bless we God, even the Father ; and therewith 
curse we men, which arc made after the similitude of God. 

10 Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. 
My bretliren, these things ought not so to be. 

II Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet 
water and bitter ? 

12 Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either 
a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and 
fresh. 

13 Who is a wise man, and endued with knowledge among 
you ? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with 
meekness of wisdom. 

14 But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, 
glory not, ana lie not against the truth. 

15 This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, 
sensual, devilish. 

16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and 
every evil work. 

17 But tlie wisdom that is from above is first pure* then 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 

18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them 
that make peace. 

Bb»eot 205 S vpok Jaiocs in.— Those who are filled with carnal 
ambition, arc in constant danger ; they who are dothed with Chns* 


that they hare Jaany and Wa- 
of tho beneacial influence and reipi of grao a ^ >0 ™ 

heaven! May God preserve us &om tke 
Spirit, in his abundant mercy, graciously 

May our speech bo ever consecrated to God s somco and praise . 

Amnn. 


PRAYER. , . j 

O LORD our God, thou art arrayed in robea of glon<^ ^ 
uncreated majesty. Thy throne, 0 Jmus, » mfimtely 
more exalted than the thrones of the mightiest of earthly 
kings ; yea, infinitely more exalted than the lofty thrones ol 


heavenly places. , , vi j . 

Great and glorious Saviour, we desire to feel numblea in 
presence. Deliver us from the pride of our own heartSs 
Prevent that wc should think of ourselves more highly than 
wc ought to think ; but may we think soberly. Suffer us not 
to manifest to others the pride of our hearts, or ever to swk 
to obtain over them an undue superiority. Restrain the pride 
of haughty rulers ; disappoii^ their plans, and set at liberty 
those who are oppressed or afflicted by their tyrannical in- 
fluence. Strike cruel and tyrannical rulers with thy terrors, 
and convince them that a great condemnation awaits their 
crimes, if they arc not speedily abandoned with unfeigned 
repentance. 

Wc confess the number and aggravation of our sins. We 
would not, we dare not stand before thee with a self-righteous 
spirit. In many things we offend, in all things wo offend. 
While we have reason, with emotions of thankfulness, to praise 
thee for the gift of speech, we ought to be humbled in the dust 
for our abuse of this great, this distinguished gift. If thou 
sliouldst enter into judgment with us for the profane, the 
irreverent, the false, the idle, the angry, and the rash words 
which have fallen from our lips, we could not stand ifi thy 
presence, holy and righteous Jehovah. Wc acknowledge our 
sins of omission, in connection with the faculty of speech. 
Thou didst give us this facujty to praise thee; alas! how 
little we have proclaimed thy praise 1 Thou didst confer Upon 
us this faculty, that we might speak to the honour of Cbrift, 
and make known in our respective stations, however humble, 
the riches of his grace ; but, alas ! how little we have said in 
honour of his renowned fame ! Lord, forgive this our sin. , O 
Jesus, blot it out by the merit of thy righteousness, and let it 
be remembered no more. By thy good spirit may we be pre- 
served from offending God with our lips, and by thy good 
providence may wc be preserved from the corrupted tongues of 
others. 


Take our children under thy management and care* Itfit 
them not fall into the temptation of uttering profaHe^ di/e, or 
lying words. 

Give all of us gi^e to glorify thee with our sp^ch, by 
praying to and praising thee. We seek not for 6va(%mH 
earthly treasures, but 0 give us graciously that wisdom 
is from above, which is full of mercy and good fruits, Hrittout 
partiality and without hypocrisy. 

Receive our humble acknowledgments for the ^ 

the day, and be our defender this nighty Accept of .tikts 0Uf 
evening sacrifice, for our blessed Saviouris sake. Arn^eh. 




tIUlil mn B8UVS&ANCB FKOM DBATH. 

Jioeekn* Balm. c, n. 

1 T QM>, thjott hMt heard thy ■enra&t cry, 

' ^ And reaoued feom the grave ; 

Kow ahall he live : (and none can die, 

If €h)d reeolre to aam) 

2 Thr praise, more constant than before, 

Shall fill hia daily breath ; 

Tl^ hand, that hath chastised him sore, 
defends him still ftnm death. 

3 Open the gates of Zion now, 

Per we shall worship there, 

1 The house where all the righteous go, 

Thy mercy to declare* 

Watts, Ps. lift, p. I/, 

ISAIAH XXXVIII. 

HmHaki Semg, 

I N thoee days was Heasekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah | 
the prophet the son of Amos came unto him, and said I 
unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Set thine house in order : for 
thou shalt die, and not live. 

% Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and 
prayed unto the Lord, 

8 And said. Remember now, O Lord, I beseech thee, how 
I liave walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, 
and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah 
wqpt sore. 

4 Then came the word of the Lord to Isaiah, saying, 

5 Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the Lord, tlie God 
of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy 
tears : behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years. 

6 And I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of 
the king of Assyria ; and I will defend this city. 

7 And this shall be a sign unto thee from the Lord, that 
the Lord will do this thing that he hath spoken ; 

8 Behold, I will bring again tlie shadow of the degrees, 
which is gone down in the sun dial of Ahaz, ten degrees back- 
ward. So the sun returned ten degrees, by which degrees it 
was gone down. 

9 The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had 
been sick, and was recovered of his sickness : 

10 I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to the 
gates of the grave : I am deprived of the residue of my yearo. 

11 I said, 1 shall not see the Lord, even the Lord, in the 
land of the living : I shall behold man no more with the 
inhabitants of the world. 

12 Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as ^ a 
shepherd's tent \ I have cut off like a weaver my life ; he will 
cut me off with pining sickness : from day even to night wilt 

thou make an end of me. , 

13 I reckoned till morning, that, as a lion, so will he break 
all. my bones ; from day even to night wilt thou make an end 
of me. 

14 Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter : I did mourn 
ae R dove t mine eyes fell with looking upward : 0 Lord, I am 
oppreased ; undertake for me. , . j 

Ifi What shall I say ? he hath both spoken unto me, and 
him«el£ done it/ I shall go softly all my years in the 

bitterness toy soul. , . . 1 . 

16 O Lons, by these iAinfft men- live, and in all these 
tk/^ it ibe fife of my spirit : so wilt thou recover toe, and 

touke me to liye. - , , ... x.. 1. * 

' 17 behold, for peace I had great bitterness : but thou hast 
in &V0 to aiy loul delivered it fifom the pit of corruption : for 
all toy «ns behind thy b^. 

# tibe gntye euinot praise thee, death can nol celebrete 

ti^ go down into the pt cannot hope for thy 

truth. 


19 The living, the living, he ahall praise thee, as 1 do this 
day : the frtiifti. to the children shall make known thy truth. 

20 The Loan woe readv to save me : therefore we wiU sing 
my songs to the stringed mstmments all the days of our life 
in the house of the Loan. 

Keixsoiioms xtpoh Isaiah xxxvm.— Kings must die like other 
men, and lay their honour in the dustj Jeeus, ow glorious and 
exalted King, lives for over as the fou n t ain of lifo j and all who 
believe in him as the resurrection and the life shall have everlasting 
lifo. How interesting, but, alas ! how rare, are piotte, praying kings ! 
IcsuB is not only our King, but our Advocate, who ever lives to 
plead before his Father’s throne in behalf of tlioso for whom bo bled 
and died. A holy life is inseparable from a renewed heart. On a 
dying bed, the remembrance of n life devoted, to the gfery of God 
and the intorcsts of his Church, is comforting to the believer’s soul. 
Ho can look to this as an evidonoe of grace, but will not look to it 
as the foundation of bis hope. There is one foundation, one suro 
foundation laid in Zion, and that foundation is Cheist, May wo, 
like holy T To » okmh, enjoy the consolation that our prayors aro heard, 
accepted, and answered by our God, and by our fathers’ God ! 

PRAYER. 

N approaching thy blessed throne, thou merciful hearer of 
— primer, we desire to thank our God that out lives, our 
forfeited lives, have been mercifully preserved during another 
night, and that thou art still continuing with us the day of 
grace and the season of hope. , , , 

We adore thee, O Lord, as the living God, and as the dis- 
poser of life. It is in thy sovereignty thou dost confer life, 
and in thy sovereignty thou wilt take it away. Lord, impress 
us with the thought that the time will come, and may come 
soon, when thon wilt call upon us, by a command that cannot 
be resisted, to lay aside our mortal life, to appear before thy 
tribunal, and to give an account of the deeds done in the b(^y, 
whether they be good or whether they be evil. Holy Spirit, 
grant that the prospect of such events may fill us with earnest 
desires to be prepared to meet our God. Teach us not only 
to set our house in order, to arrange our temporal concerns, 
hut, above all, may we be enabled to set our souls in order, by 
committing them to the care of Jesus, our Lord and Saviour. 
Seeing we never can be prepared for the solemnities of eternity 
without an interest in Christ, O graciously bestow upn ns 
now faith in Jesus as our atoning high-priestj then shall wo 
be ready to obey the call of our heavenly Father when he will 
say to us, Thou shalt die, and not live j for then we shall die 

to live for ever. .... . 

O Lord, affect ue deeply with the vanity, the shortness, and 
the uncertainty of the present life. Affect us with the tho^ht 
that the grave cannot praise thee, that death cannot celebrate 
thee; and that they who go down to the pit cannot hope for 
thy truth. O therefore teach us, the living, to praise thee 
this day ; and may the fathers to the children make known 

deeply imprest our beloved children with the certainly 
of their own dissolution. 0 give them early piety, which alone 
can prepare them for early death, if providence should toon 
remove them to the world oj spirits, • . „ . . 

As in the. presence of God and in the prospect of the eternal 
state, give ns thy Holy Spirit, that we may walk before thw in 
truth and with a perfect heart, and that we may constantly do 
that which ie good in thy sight. Lord, enable us to do what is 
well-pleaaing in thy sight, not from slavish fear, but from filial 
love. Glory to thy name, that thou art ever ready to mvc; 
and, like Hezekiah, may we praise thee in the house of the 
Lord all the days of our life. , , , . ,, 

Hear our prayers, 0 Lord God, and assist us, thine unww thy 
smantSy in erery duty, far Jcstia' sake, our merciful 
priest. Amen* ^ 


FORTY-SIXTH WEEK.— THURSDAY EVENING. 


im8EA]tOHABl.t mOHXS. OP CHIUST. 

BroMam, Oothen New. Uxbiidge* f. m. 

1 IJOWBball I my Saviour set forth? 

How shall I his beauties declare ? 

0 how shall I speak of his worth, 

Or what his chief dignities are ? 

2 His angels can never express, 

Nor saints who sit nearest his throne, 

How rich are his treasures of grace ; 

No ! this is a mystery unknown. 

• 3 In him all the fulness of God 
For over transcondently shines ; 

Though once like a mortal he stood 

To finish liis gracious designs. Maxwcll. 

JAMES V. 

Wiched rich Men warned of Qod. 

G O to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries 
that shall come upon you. 

5 Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton ; 
ye have nourished your hearts, ns in a day of slaughter. 

6 Ye have condemned and killed the just; ,and he doth not 
resist you. 

7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the 
Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit 
of the eartli, and liath long patience for it, until he receive the 
early and latter rain. 

8 Be ye also patient ; stablish your hearts : for the coming 
of the Lord draweth nigh. 

9 Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be 
condemned : behold, the judge standeth before the door. 

10 Take, ray brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in 
the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, 
and of patience. 

11 Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have 
heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the 
Lord ; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy. 

12 But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by 
heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath : but 
let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay ; lest ye fall into con- 
demnation. 

18 Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any 
merry ? let him sing psalms. 

14 Is any sick amodg you? let him call for the elders of 
the church ; and let them pray over him, anointing him with 
oil in the name of the Lord ; 

15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the 
TiOrd shall raise him up ; and if he have committed sins, they 
shall be forgiven him. 

16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for 
another, that ye may bo healed. The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much. 

17 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and 
ho prayed earnestly that it might not rain : and it rained not 
on the earth by the space of three years and six months. 

18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the 
earth brought forth her fruit. 

19 Brethren, if any of you do err from tlie truth, and one 
convert him ; 

20 Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from 
the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall 
liide a multitude of sins. 

Ja.mks V.— -Bichos can do much, but they cannot 
remove the pollution of the heart ; they cannot 4:y up the fountains 
sorrow; they cannot prevent the punishment of sin. 0 may it 
^ our privilege to jpossesa the sure mercies of David, the blessings 
»f salvation 1 This inheritance secures unfading blessedness and 

m 


eternal life. The pleasures of the wicked aw ^ a time, a 
time: the pleasures of the righteous are evw pat on eyfe, but 
they are inexpressible and eternal in heaven. and emm tyrants 
may kill the bodies of the saints, and meet with no resistance J a 
day will come when these rulers, cruel and unjust, shiffl ^ suinm<mea 
to appear before the judgment-seat of the Saviour of believers, 
all resistance wiU bo in vain. The cruelty of the enemies of the 
people of God is followed by the miseries of Tophet ; but the Mtienoe 
and sufferings of the saints of God are followed by the joys of heaven, 
the fellowship of the Father, Son, and Spirit, and by the reoep^on 
of a crown, ‘‘which God, the righteous Judge, will give unto them 
on that day.” 

PRAYER. 

M ost glorious and exalted Lord God, we adore thee as the 
omniscient witness, whose eye is invariably fixed on all 
the persons and thoughts and actions of the children of men. 
Thou who formedst the eye, shalt thou not see? Thou Lord 
art judge. Impress on all our minds the solemn truth, tihat 
thou the judge standest at the door, and that the coming of 
thee, the Divine and almighty judge, draweth nigh. Alaa, O 
Lord, because of the forgetfulness of our minds, and that our 
hearts and lives should be so little impressed and influenced 
by the solemn truth, that our God is our witness, and that our 
God, who searches the heart, will be pur judge ! 

We adore tliee, 0 Lord, as the sovereign disposer of riches, 
honour, and power. We adore thee in thy sovereignty, so 
often displayed in giving wealth and honour to the unjust, the 
profane, and the cruel; while many of the most distinguished 
objects of thy regard are sunk in poverty and tried by want. 
Even BO, Fatlicr, for so it seemeth good in thy sight. May 
thy children who arc tlms tried be comforted with a delightful 
prospect of dwelling for ever with God and the Lamb ; in 
whose presence is fulness of Divine joy, and at whose right 
hand are pleasures the most refined and transcendent, which 
will continue without interruption through the endless ages of 
eternity. 

Lord, preserve us from the siuful love of earthly riches. 
Teach us to see the vanity of this world as a portion, when we 
think of tlie inconceivable misery of the greater number of 
the rich and the mighty in a future state. Have mercy on 
thy people who may now be suffering by the severity, cruelty, 
and pride of the ungodly rich. Give them patience to endure 
their sufferings; and may they look forward with solemn 
interest to the arrival of that day when they shall be placed 
on the right hand of the Judge, and when all the enemies 
of Christ and his people shall be humbled in the dust before 
them. ' 

Gracious God, preserve the minds of our dear children from 
the love of the world. May toe see them now laying up trea^ 
sures in heaven, and seeking an inheritance lasting as thy 
throne. 

Grant, O Lord, that all of us now kneeling before thee may 
belong to the number of thy people. Make us just, and may 
our path be that of spiritual light, shining more and more unto 
the perfect day. We supplicate patience from God, amid all 
the unavoidable sufferings and trials of our journeying stato. 
Give us grace to remember the patience of Job, and to rejoice 
that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy. 

We pray that God would communicate all the consolations 
of his grace to the aged and afflicted. Enable them to believe 
that they are not forgotten of God, and may their minds be ' 
soothed by the conviction that the Lord is very pitiful, o£ 
tender mercy. ' 

Accept our thanks for the mercies of another day. Bleii 
our reli^ous service in ^preaching thy throne, aod m 
with sleep this night. Forgive our sins and hear oar Mayers, 
for Jesus^ sake, the Divine Surety, and the blessed wd onb 
potentate. Amen. . 



FOBTY-SIXTH WEEK.— FRIDAY .MOBNING. 


8YE1RQTH FBOM filBAVKN. 

Ofwm Okopa. c. u. 

I * I l^^llESrCB do our moumful thoughts arise ? 

" And whereas our courage fled r 
Bus restletyi sin and raging hell 
Struck all our comforts dead ? 

^ S Have we fbrgot the Almighty name 
That formed the earth and sea ? 

And can an all^creating am 
Grow weary and decay ? 

3 Treasures of everlasting might 
In our Jehovah dwell : 

He gives the concjfuest to the weak, 

And treads their foes to hell. Watts, 82 , A /. 

ISAIAH XL. 

OontolaHom of Ute Churek* 

^lOMFORT ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 

^ 2 Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, 
that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is par- 
doned : for she hath received of the Lord’s hand double for 
all her sins. 

9 O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the 
high mountain; 0 Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift 
up thy voice with strength ; lift it up, be not afraid ; say unto 
the cities of Judah, Behold your God ! 

10 Behold, the Lord God will come with strong hand, and 
his arm shall rule for him : behold, his reward is with him, 
and his work before him. 

11 He shall feed his flock like a shepherd : he shall gather 
the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and 
shall gently lead those that are with young. 

12 Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his 
. liand, and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended 

the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains 
in scales, and the hills in a balance ? 

18 Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being his 
counsellor hath taught him ? 

14 With whom took he counsel, and who instructed him, 
and taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him 
knowledge, and shewed to him the way of understanding ? 

15 B^old, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are 
counted as the small dust of the balance : behold, he taketh 
up the isles as a very little thing. 

10 And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts 
thereof suflBcient for a burnt offering. 

17 All nations before him are as nothing; and they are 
counted to him less than nothing, and vanity. 

27 Wliy sayest thou, 0 Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My 
way is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over 
from my God ? 

28 Hast thou not known ? hast thou not heard, that the 
everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the 
eSrtbi feinteth not, neither is weary ? there is no searching of 
lus understanding. 

29 He giveth power to the faint ; and to them that have no 
might he increaseth strength. 

80 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young 
men shall utterly fall : 

81 But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
'Strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they 

shall run, and ndt be weary; and they shall walk, and not 
faint, 

BairLaaciONS vwjs Iuxam xl. — The religion of Jesus is a religion 
of li^i, Irf purity, and of joy ; and all who feel its power should 
oatemily study is be cotnfhiders of each other in seasons of suffering, 
bereavement, and sorrow. It is only the citizens of Zion who drink 
of the streams of eoniolatiqn which flow from the rook Christ; and 


they must be jovM in Christ their Saviour, when they think of the 
victories which ne has gamed over the enemies of his Church ; whon 
they remember that they are pa^oned and accepted in Jesus, and 
that they have received an inltieritanee from the hand of God, more 
valuaUe and satisfying than all the wealth, and honour, and pleasure 
which this world can bestow. Wonderful, sublime, and peculiar, 
wore the commission, offico, and ministry of John, the forerunner 
of our Lord. Mahy hundreds of years before, ancient prophets 
held up this extraordinary and infinitely honoured messenger before 
the eyes of the Old Testament Church. Nothing can prevent the 
accomplishment of the predictions of eternal truth, which we find 
fulfllled to the very letter in the history of John, tho humble and 
honoured messenger of the Lord of hosts. 


PRAYER. 

desire witli reverence and thankfulness to appear 
before thee our God to present our morning sacrifice. 
We thank thee for the mercies of the night, for our rest, our 
sleep, our protection ; and that we are neither prevented by 
mental affliction nor bodily paiii from assembling at this time 
around the domestic altar. Lord, give us tby grace, that vre 
may engage in all our temporal employments, as those who 
arc longing and expecting to engage in better employments 
in another and in a more blessed world. And may yvG enter 
tins day, and every day, on our spiritual employments, as 
those who esteem a day in thy service infinitely better than 
years successfully employed in seeking after and obtaining 
earthly gain. 

Bless to us. Holy Spirit, the sublime and consolatory truths 
we have now read. In all ages they have been the conso- 
lation of myriads of those who love thee. O make them 
the joy of our hearts. Let the hearts of all thy people be 
comforted, when they remember that thou hast expressly 
appointed thy ministering servants, to be the comforters of 
thy people. Give thy ministers grace to be faithful to their 
commission ; and make them, in preaching the Gospel, the 
comforters of thy children. Jesus, thou captain of salvation, 
we praise thee that thou hast accomplished the warfare of thy 
Church, by subduing all her enemies and frustrating all their 
designs. 

Wo adore thee, O Jesus, as the shepherd of thy spiritual 
flock. Thou didst die for thy sheep, and thou art still the 
almighty defender of thy flock. Praise to thy name, that 
thou gatherest the lambs with thine arm, that thou dost carry 
them in thy bosom, and that thou dost gently leAd those that 
are with young. 

fVe fen ently and affectionately pray that our children 
may be lambs in thy flock, O anther them with thine artns, 
and carry them in the bosom of thy love. 

Deeply impress our minds with a sense of thine omni- 
potence, majesty, and glory. Thou didst measure the waters 
of the ocean in the hollow of thine hand, and thou hast 
meted out the heavens with a span. How inconceivable thy 
greatness ! Thou dost comprehend the dust of the earth in 
a measure, thou weighest the mountains in scales, and the 
hills in a balance. How inconceivable thy greatness! All 
nations before thee are as nothing, and they are counted unto 
thee less than nothing, and vanity. O how inconceivable is 
tby greatness I 

Lord, comfort thine afflicted and thine aged people by the 
remembrance of thy gracious power and blessed promise. As 
thou hast said, O give power to the faint, and increase strength 
to them that have no might ; enable tby people to wait upon 
thee, then their strength wi^ be renewed ; they shall mount 
up with wings as eagles ; they shall run, and not be weary; 
they shall walk, and not faint. 

Hear our pray^, O Lord, for Jesus’ sake,' to whom bo 
fdory, both now and ever. Amen. 

^ in Wi 


TOtlY-SIXTH TFBBK.— FRIDAY EVENING. 


EBBSMPTION IN CHRIST ALONB. 

Old 8t* Iioihrmtci Winohe$ier* 

^ T?Ji^8LAVBp by tin, and bound in chainsi 
Beneath its droadfiil tyrant sway, 

And doomed to everlasting pains. 

We wretched, guilty captives lay. 

2 .^or gold nor gems could buy our peace ; 
Kor the whole world’s collected store 
JSuffice to purchase our release ; 

\ thousand worlds were all too poor. 

5 Jesus, the Lord, the mighty God, 

An all-sufficient ransom paid : 

Invaluod price I his precious blood, 

For vile rebellious traitors shed. 


I I 1 PETER 1. 

I Comfort to i^iritual Slrangert. 

T)ETER. an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the straneers scat- 
^ tered throughout Pontua, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, 

2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father 
through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprink- 
m^l%liS°”^ of -^“08 Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, 

3 Blessed i<? the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again 
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 

j 4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
tadeth not away, reserved iu heaven for you, 

5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto 
salvation ready to bo revealed in the last time. 

6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though uow for a season, if 

manifold temptations: 
of your feith, being much more precious 
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might 

of JcSSJchristT'^ appearing 

8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now 
an^ll rf gtory**^ believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable 

ya«r «f 

prophets have inquired and 

Stto yo*u: 

manner of time the Spirit of 
ff signify, when it testified hoforc- 
19 *TT °f Christ, and thff glory that should follow 

12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselres’ 

, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now 
ro^rted unto you by them that have preached the gospel 
unto you with the holy Ghost sent down from heSr* 
which things the angels desire to look into. ' 

13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind be sohor 

and hoi« to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto 
you at the revelation of Jeans Christ ; Jrougnt unto 

fssbioning yourselves accord- 
ing to the former lusts in your ignorance : 

16 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ve hoi., 
m all maimer of conversation ; ^ 

16 Because it is written. Be ye holy j for 1 am holy ! 

17 And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of i 
persons judgeth according to every man’a work, pass the time 
of your sojourning futre iu fear. ^ ' 

18 Forasmuch as ye know thaf ye were not redeemed with * 
corniptible things, at silver and gold, from your vain i 

eation received by tradition from%uriatheni • } 


19 But with the precious blood of Chnst^ as of a lamb 
without blemish and without s^t : 

20 Who verily was foreordained before the £>u]idatioii^ of 
the worldy but was manifest in these last times for you. 

Reflectionb upon 1 Pbteb 1 . — ^AU believers Imow and feel that 
they are pilgrims and strangers on earth, as all their fathers were. 
l)o we belong to the honourable com|>any of spiritual strangers? 
Can we say, ** Hero we have no continuing oity nor nlaoe of ab^, 
but wo aro looking assuredly and joy^Uy for a oity mat hath foun- 
dations, whose builder and maker is God?’’ Bo wo possess the 
pleasing evidence that we are chosen of God ? If holiness is our 
I delight, and the object of our sonotided ambition, if we are taught ' 
j by Divine grace to look to Jesus as our only Saviour, then, we may 
I rest assured that wo ore the chosen of God, and that our names are 
I inscribed upon the shining pages of the Lamb’s Book of life, from 
which they shall novor be erased. Are we bom again ? Have w© 
obtained a place in the family of God, and among the sons of God ? 

’ 0 whiit joy and thankfulness should inspire our heart, and what 

^ melodious praises should ascend from our lips to hiTn who loved ua^ 

and washed us from our sins in his blood, who hath put us, even ns 
, among the children, and ''who hath made us kings and priests to 
God and our Father.” 

PRAYER. 

. ^RACTOUSLY solemnize our minds. Divine Spirit, oui 
i ^ sanctifier and guide, while we endeavoui* humbly and 
! joyfully to approach the presence of a prayer-hcaring God. 

\\c look up unto thee, O Lord, for the pardon of all our 
sins, and for the pardon of the sins of the past day. 0 say to 
us as individuals and as a family, Your iniquity is pardoned. 
We thank God for the blessings of thy providence and of thy 
grace, which we have this day received. May our religioti 
duties and our temporal engagements be followed by thy 
blessing. Convince us of the vanity of expecting true succew 
or enjoyment in any temporal undertaking or spiritual duty ' 
without the blessing of our God. Impress on our minds thine 
own declaration Except the Lord build the house, th^ labour 
]n vam that bmid it. ^ 

Give us the rest and sleep of thy beloved this night. O 
have mercy on those for whom sleepless nights are appointed 
Give them sweet and profitable meditation on Divine things 
and lift up their thoughts and hopes to that heavenly state oi 
winch It is said. There shall be no night there. ^ ' 

■ for the abundant consolation 

provided for thy children here below, while they are pilg rim. 
and strangers on earth. Sufler them not to be overwJmldbi 
the sufferings of the. present state. Enable them, and eShte 
’t * ®*crci8c of a lively faith, thus to praise the yrne of 
the Lord our (/od : Blessed be the God and Father of mir 
S Christ, which, according to his abundant mem 

I IS. ““ 

distinguished among the failies rf^the laSh for 
wealth and dignity and power, but wo prav tha t we mav !» 
rich m faith, and that we may be kept by tL S 

unto sdvation ret^y to be revealed in the last tme. 

U gtpe our children and dometAes the imperiehahle 

in the improvement of our faifli v . 

Pe«o“»l glory and exoeUence. ^ admiratMm of % 

O^rd, hear our nravera. for tliA T .. 


!.» S Sum!' “k« f «k. V.. 

Christ be withal. AmSi? ^ ^ owYonl iw 


FORTY.SIXTH WEEK.— SATURDAY MORNING. 


tilK IKO&lUAll 09 TM ClHUltCU FAOMlIKD. 

Inrad, o. k. 

I 'PATBKEt^ is not thy promise pledged 
^ To exalted Son, 

That through the nations of the earth 
Thy Word of li& shall fad ? 

it Ask, and I’ll give the heathen lands ' 

For thine inheritance, 

And to the world’s remotest shores 
lliine empire shall advance. 

3 Hast thou not said, the blinded Jews 
Shall their Redeemer own ; 

While QentUes to his standard crowd, 

And bow before his throne ? Giuhons. 

ISAIAH XLI. 

Sneauraging Promma. 

YjIEAR thou not ; for I am with thee : be not dismayed , 
^ for I am God : I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will 
help thee ; yea^ 1 will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness. 

11 Behold, all they that were incensed against thee shall be 
ashamed and confounded : they shall be as nothing ; and they 
that strive with thee shall perish. 

12 Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find them, eveti 
them that contended with thee ; tlicy that war against thee 
shall be as nothing, and as a thing of nought. 

13 For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying 
unto thee, Pear not j I will help thee. 

14 Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel ; I will 
help thee, saith the Lord, and thy redeemer, the Holy One of 
larkel. - 

16 Behold, I will make thee a new sharp threshing in- 
strument having teeth : thou shalt thresh the mountains, and 
beat them small, and shalt make the hills as chaff. 

16 Thou shalt fan them, and the wind shall carry them 
away, and the whirlwind shall scatter them : and thou shalt 
rejoice in the Lord, and shalt glory in the Holy One of Israel. 

17 When the poor and needv seek water, and there is 
none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will 
hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them. 

18 I will open rivers in high places, and fountains in the 
midst of the valleys : I will make the wilderness a pool of 
water, and the dry land springs of water. 

ISAIAH XLII. 

TDEHOLD my servant, whom I uphold ; mine elect, in whom 
JLJ tny goul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he 
shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 

2 He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be 

heard in the street. , . « 

d A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax 
shkll he hot qminch : he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. 

‘4 He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set 
judgment in the earth : and the isles shall wait for his law. 

6 Thus saith God the Lord, he that created the heaveni, 
Slid Stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth; and 
that which oometh but of it; he that giveth breath unto the 
nechie unun it, and spirit to them that walk therein : 

the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will 
hOlAihin^ hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a cove- 
nahi of the beoide, for a Ught of the Gentiles ; 

7 Tb bbcn the WindUyes, to bring out the prisoners from the 
tS^n imit them thht sit in darkness out of the prison house. 

lam the Low : that to thf name ; and my glory will I 
tie* nrither my 

fi RStelfo the imam thfags are come to pw, and new 
things do I declare: before they spnttg forth I teU yen of 
them* 


Rsfjlsotioks C90H IsAXiH XLI*, XLU. — Is JcBus our God and 
Saviour? Is he our strength, our help, our confidence, and the 
fotmdation of all our h<m6s ? then we may look on all our enemies 
and say, Of whom shall we be afiraid ?” The enetnies of God and 
his Church are engaged in a most hc^less contest. May they hear 
the voice of mercy, and, ‘‘Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and they 
perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a litUo/’ 
Glorious prospect — when the days of millennial blessedness arrive, 
the enemies of the Church shall bo sought, and shall not bo found I 
** There shall be nothing to hurt nor destroy in God’s holy mountain, 
for tho knowledge of the glory of the Lord shall cover the earth as 
the waters cover tho sea.” Wonderfully great were tho natural gifts 
of sagacity, wisdom, and bravery conferred on Cyrus: a greater 
than Cyrus is here. The Holy Spirit in his influences was poured 
out on the humanity of tho Son of God, by which ho was qualified 
for his mediatorial work, and which will render him a blessing to all 
the nations of tho earth. 

PRAYER. 

TT7B thank thee, O thou God of providence and of grace, 
that thou hast kindly comforted and protected us 
during the past night, and that we are brought in safety and 
peace to see the morning of the last day of another week. 
Affect us with the thought, that the time is drawing nigh 
when we shall enter on the morning of the last day of our 
mortal lives. We humbly supplicate God’s blessing to attend 
us in all the duties and engagements of the day ; and may 
Divine grace be to us as sacred armour, to defend us from the 
snares and temptations which may be presented before us by 
the enemies of our soul. 

We thank thee, O God of truth, for the encouraging pro- 
mises we have now read ; in the day of afiliction may we fear 
not, believing that thou art with us ; may we not be dismayed, 
believing that thou art our God. When we ore brought into 
the deep waters of affliction, fulfil in our experience that pro- 
mise, I will stieugthen thee ; yea, I will help thee ; yea, 1 will 
uphold thee by the right hand of my righteousness. Preserve 
us, O Lord, from our spiritual enemies, and abo from all the 
designs of wicked men to wound our character, to inj^e our 
usefulness, or to hurt our interest. Awaken convictions in 
the mind of such of our relatives and connections in life as 
are living in a state of hostility to thy laws. Open their eyes 
to see the alarming and inevitable consequences of living and 
dying in a state of enmity against God, seeing that all thine 
enemies shall be as nothing, and that they who strive with 
thee shall perish. Say unto us, I the Lord thy God will hold 
thy right hand, saying unto thee. Fear not; I will help thee. 
We praise thee for all thy gracious interpositions in behalf of 
thy Church. Though, considered in itself, it is only a worm, 
yet, wo bless thee, thou hast enabled thy Church, a contemp- 
tible worm in the eyes of men, to thresh the mountains, to 
beat them small, anu to make the hills as chaff. 

Have mercy on our children and uervantSi and preserve 
them from the assaults of those powerful iemptaiions which 
may oppose them in the journey of life. By thy grace may. 
they tnresh the mountains of temptation and beat them smaU. 

Manifest thyself graciously, O Lord, to the px^r and needy 
of thy people. When, spiritually considered, they s^k the 
watew of Divine consolation, and there is none, and when 
their tongue faileth for thirst, hear them> O Lord, and do not 

forsake them. , , j 

Look down with great mercy on a pagan world, and m thy 
due time accomplish that graciouk promise, I will open nvers 
in the high places, and fountains in the midst of the valleys ; 

I will make the wilderness it pool of water, and the dry land 

pwyw, aoo^t tw* our mwming aacrifice, for 

Jesus’ sake, our* only Saviour. Amen. 

4 w 2 ^ 


FOETT-SIXTH WBBK.--SATUEDAY EVENING 


■roxiMioir, OR FOU/>wiNe Christ’s xxai(pi.e. 

Ooluktm, CcA^*s* BoxUm. p . m . 

1 p OHE, O my soul, the call obey, 

^ Take up the buithen of the Lord ! 

His practice is thy living way, 

Thy guide his pure unerring word : 

The lovely, perfect pattern reed, 

And haste in all his steps to tread. 

2 Here, then, my calling I discern, 

('Tie written in affliction’s book) 

My lirst and latest lesson lenm, 

For nothing here but sufferings look : 
i I bow mo to the will Divine, • 

To suffer with my Lord be mine. C. Wkslbt. 

1 PETER II. 

ChrUt pi'ecioui, 

rTNTO you therefore which believe he is precious : but unto 
^ them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders 
disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 

8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to 
them which stumble at the word, being disobedient : where- 
unto also they were appointed. 

9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people ; that ye should shew forth the 
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light : 

10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the 
people of God : which had not obtained mercy, but now have 
obtained mercy. 

1 1 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, 
abstain from fleshly Justs, which war against the soul ; 

12 Having your conversatiou honest among the Gentiles: 
that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by 
your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the 
day of visitation. 

18 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord’s sake : whether it be to the king, as supreme ; 

14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him 
for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them 
that do well. 

15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may 
put to silence the ignorance of foolish men : 

16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of mali- 
ciousness, but as servants of God. 

17 Honour all i/jen. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. 
Honour the king. 

18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear ; not 
only to the go(^ and gentle, but also to the froward. 

19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward 
God endure grief, suffering wrongfully, 

20 For what glory is ity if, when ye be buffeted for your 
faults, ye shall take it patiently ? but if, when ye do well, and 
suffer /or i/, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 

21 For even hereunto were ye called : because Christ also 
si^ered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow 
Ills steps : 

22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth : 
28 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again ; when he 

suffmd, he threatened not ; but committed himseff to him 
that jttdgeth righteously : 

24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteous- 
ness : by whose stripes ye were healed. 

Bxnjtforzojfs urow 1 Pbtxb n.—* May we be preserved fW)m un- 

bdiei; which sees no beauty in Christ; and may we be enriched with 

faith, by which we shall see him to be more precious than rubies, by 
m ir , j 


which we shall acknowledge, under the influenee of iuperlafa^ lore 
and admiration, that he is ‘‘the ohiefest among ten thousanda and 
altogether lovely,” How dangerous is unbelirf! if we die under its 
power, Jesus becomes a stone to destroy ; but if we believe, we dialt 
find him willing and able to the very uttermost to mm 0 kt ns 
earnestly seek after this grace, this precious ^raee ! ^ wan^ 
believers occupy a rank unspeakably superior to that of eartluy 
princes — they belong to the household of fiuth, they are God s 
servants, they are God’s sons. Amazing the difference which grace 
I produces in the state and circumstances of those who are saved !— 

I formerly they wore aliens from God, now they are aons ; formerly 
I they were at enmity with the people of God, now they are fellow- 
I citizens with the saints; formerly they were spiritual slaves, now 
I they are made free ; formerly they were children of wrath, now 
i they are heirs of heaven. 

PRAYER. 

H oly and gracious Spmt, in humble de|>endance on thy 
promised aid, we desire, at the close of the day and th^ 
close of the week, to approach the mercy-seat of the Lord oui 
God. We present oui* thanks for the family and peraomd 
blessings we have received this day ; and for all the protection 
from sin, direction in perplexity, consolation in suffering, and 
assistance in duty, we have enjoyed through the past week. 
Thou hast crowned us with loving -kindness and tender 
mercies. We deserved for our sins a cup of cursing, and in 
tliy rich mercy we have received a cup of blessing. O enable 
each one of us to take the cup of salvation, and to call upon 
the name of the Lord. 

We thank our gracious God for the rich repast of Divine 
truth which has now^ been presented before us in the reading 
of the Holy Scriptures, May we find thy Word sweet to our 
taste, and more valuable iu our estimation than fine gold. 

Exalted Jesus, we adore thee as infinitely precious. Thou 
art precious iu thy Divine person, in thy blessed offices, and 
iu all thine endearing relations. O be precious to each 
member of our family. Give us a lively faith in Christ, that 
we may sec his beauty, his suitableness and his worth. May 
Jesus be precious to all our relatives, and increasingly precious 
to all our aged frieuds. May the near prospect of seeing the 
King in his beauty, and seated on bis throne of glory, fill them 
with unspeakable joy. 

Blessed Jesus, captivate the minds and affections our 
children, and fill them with thy love. Take their heart from 
lying vanities, and O place it on thyself alone. 

We acknowledge thee, O Jesus, as the corner-stone of the 
Ch\u*ch. Though disallowed of men, thou art the ancient 
choice of thy Father, and infinitely precious and glorious. In 
all ages thou hast been the corner-stone of Zion, her defence, 
and her ornament. We pray that we, and all in whom we are 
interested, mav be lively stones in the edifice of the Church; 
that we may be built up a spiritual house, an holy priest- 
hood, to offer spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God. Lord 
we acknowledge that we are by nature allied to Satan: by 
grace may we be allied to thee, and receive from thy spirit the 
blessed evidence that we are a, chosen generation, an holy * 
nation, and a peculiar people. May we testify our interest in 
Christ, by showing forth the praises of him who hath called 
us out of darkness into his marvellous light. May we ottm 
remember our original state, that we were not a people: now 
may we be the people of the living God. By nature yfa were 
without mercy ; now may we obtain mercy. O JesuA who 
bwe our sins in thine own body on the tree, on thee alone we 
place our hopes of pardon and immortality. 

O Lord, watch over us this night, forgive our sins, md hear 
our prayers, for Jesus’ sake. And may the grawntf the LoS 
Jesus Christ be with us all. Amen. w ww uoia 


W5BTY.SBVBNTH WBBB.— SABBATH HOENINO. 


'0Ot> TBB BKllRVBR^B PORTION. 

Madock* IMwry, Otfmd, E]f$koim. e. m. 

1 ,T OEP> I havB mado thy word my choice, 

^ Vy laatmg heritage ; 

There ahall my noblest powers rejoice, 

My warmest thoughts engage. 

FU read the histories of thy love. 

And keep thy laws in sight. 

While through the promises I rove 
With ever fresh delight. 

3 'Tis a broad land of wealth unknown, 

Where springs of life arise, 

Seeds of immortal bliss ore sown. 

And hidden glory lies. 

t The best relief that mourners have, 

It makes our sorrows blest ; 

Our fairest hope beyond the grave, 

^And our eternal rest. 

Watts, Ps. . 9. VJJJ. 


PSALM CXIX. 

ZAIN, PART VII. 

Great Comfort in Qod*8 Word. 

‘DEMBMBEE the word unto thy servant, upon which thou 
hast caused me to hope. 

60 This 18 my comfort in my affliction : for thy word liath 
quickened me. 

51 The proud have had me greatly in derision : yet have I 
not declined from thy law. 

52 I rememh^ed thy judgments of old, O Lord; and have 
comforted myselt. 

68 Horror hath taken hold upon me, because of the wicked 
that forsake thy law. 

64 Thy statutes have been ray songs in the house of my 
pilgrimage. 

66 I have remembered thy name, O Lord, in the night, 
and have kept thy law. 

66 This I had, because I kept thy precepts. 

CHETn, PART VIII. 

Cleaving to Cod, Holy Reiolntiont, 

^HOU* art my portion, O Lord ; 1 have said that I would 
keep thy words. 

68 I intreated thy favour with my whole heart : be mer- 
ciful unto me according to thy word. 

59 I thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy 
testimonies. 

60 I made haste, and delayed not to keep thy command- 
ments. 

61 The bands of the wicked have robbed me : but 1 have 
not forgotten thy law. 

62 At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto thee 
because of thy righteous judgraeirts. 

68 1 am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of 
them that keep thy precepts. 

64 The earth, O Lord, is full of thy mercy : teach me thy 
statutes. 


BmacTtONs upon Psalv oxix., Parts vii. and yni. — How blessed 
is^he hope of the believer above that of the worldling, having inunor- 
tslify fdr its ohieot, and God’s Word for its soourity ! .This hope is 
sap of cohsolation which he drinks in the day of affliction, and which 
the heaviest burden feel light. The saints can well bear the 
malevctoioe of the proud, knowing that they are interested in Jeho- 
vah’s love, and arrayed in the garment of a Saviour’s righteousness. 
Bomembraiioe of past meroies is on abundant source of oomfort to tho 


children of God, and oomfirms their faith in the reception of fhtum 
blcasuigs. Mourning over the sins of others, and grief for prevailing 
iniquity, are undoubted evidences of true grace. The pilgrimage of 
believers is enlivened by songs of praise. These travellers have joys to 
which the men of the world are strangers; they return to Zion w*ith 
songs, and everlasting joy upon their heads. — Christ's name is as 
ointment poxured forth ; and the believing remembrance of it dispels 
the gloom of night, and gives a foretaste of the joys of heaven. 
Faith in Christ, and obcdionco to his laws, ore invariably oonnootod 
with tho most exalted enjoyments. 


I PEAYER. 

^ LORY to thee, O gracious God, that thou hast watched 
I over us during another night, and that wo arc led in 
I safety and comfort by the hand of a kind Providence to the 
I domestic altar, where we now prostrate ourselves as a wor- 
shipping family before the throne of grace, in Jesus’ name. 
We thank God for the gift of reason, and the continuance 
of its exercise. O that each one of us may possess, in 
addition, the gift of grace, and enjoy its lively exercise till the 
close of life. 

Lord, enable us by thy good Spirit to enter on the solemni- 
ties of this day with suitable feelings of reverence and love. 
With tho Psalmist may wc say, in the language of unfeigned 
sincerity. Our heart saith unta thee, Thy face, Lord, will 
wc seek. Our flesh and our heart cry out for tho living 
God. 

We present our prayers for all the congregations of thy 
people. Fulfll thy promise, and be in the midst of them. 
Teach all thy people to plead the promise, In all places 
where I record my name, I will come unto thee, and I 
will bless thee. We thank our God for this exceedingly 
great and precious promise; and we would accept it at thy 
hand, as our encouragement and joy, in the future observance 
of all thine ordinances, till tho close of life. God of ordi- 
nances, assist all thy ministers, of every name and denomina- 
tion. Deliver them from the fear of man, and strengthen 
them with a lively, vigorous confidence in God. Make them 
faithful in exhibiting the whole counsel of God, and in 
proclaiming the unsearchable riches of Christ. When they 
sound the trumpet of the Gospel in the hearing of ca{>tive 
souls, may such feel their chains, and cry aloud for deliver- 
ance. May many wretched captives of sin and Satan be set 
at liberty ; and, before this hallowed day comes to a close, may 
multitudes receive the blessed liberty of the sons of God. 

Give us grace, O Lord, to hope in thy Word, and mercifully 
fulfil in our experience thy gracious Word. We thank thee 
that thou hast provided for us a comforting Word in our 
affliction: O may the bright beams of thy Word shine upon 
the dark sky of our afflictions. Bring to our grateful remem- 
brance past mercies, and thus we shall be comforted by the 
evidences of thy love. Lord, affect us deeply with the sins of 
others. May we mourn over the prevailing sins of our 
neighbourhood and of our country, and lament that by 
far the greater majority are living in contempt of thy laws, 
and without God and without hope in the world. O Loi’d, 
turn the hearts of*the people to thyself, and make the inhabi- 
tants of our land a nation of righteousness. 

Bless our children and domestics with delight in thy Word. 
May thy statutes be their songs in the house of their pilgrim* 
age. 

O may thy promises this day be the songs of all thine 
afflicted peo^e. Lord, hear our prayers for Je^us oqr 
Redeemer’s s^e. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &o. 


FOETY-SEVENTH ‘WEEK.—SABBATH EVENDJG. 


DXVlIfV KKOWLVDai. 

OmImf* 

thy waiting wrvant, Lord, 

Devoted to thy fear; 

Remember and confirm thy word, 
all my hopes are there. 

d Hast thou not writ salvation down, 
And promised quickening grace ? 
Doth not my heart address thy throne ? 
And yet thy love delays. 

Mine eyes for thy salvation fail ; 

0 bear thy servant up ; 

Tni* Ipf. f.liA aAnfHiio> lina nrov/iih 


lievera are, in having God for their instruotor, wl 
in himself, and whow constantiy performing note 
comfort and blessedness of those who Tolue and 

Happy are we when even the nudevolanee of the wuked 
Butuumies US to a greater watohfolness over ourselves, and to 
greater diligence in God’s sorvice. 


PRAYEE. 

O TI101J God of ordinances, and only object of religious 
worship, we bow ourselves before thy throne of grace, and 
we desire that, in the exercise of prayer, we may enj^ fellow- 
ath the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, as the Lord our 


Didst thou not raise my faith, 0 Lord ^ 

Then let thy truth appear : 

Saints shall rejoice in my reward, 

And trust us well as fear. 

Watts /»*. U9, p. A. 


CXIX. 

TETH, PAIIT IX. 
of AJlicfi&n, 

hast dealt well with thy servant, O Ijoro, according 
unto thy word. • 

66 Teach me good judgment and knowledge: for I have 
belicwed thy commandments. 

67 Before I was afflicted I went astray : but now have I 
kept thy word. 

68 Thou ar/ good, and doest good ; teach me thy statutes. 

69 The proud have forged a lie against me : in/ 1 will keep 
thy precepts with my whole heart. 

70 Their heart is as fat as grease j iu/ I delight in thy law. 

71 // is good for mo that I have been afflicted; that 1 
might learn thy statutes, 

72 The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thousands 
of gold and silver. 

JOD, PAUT X. 

(/recU Umging for ipiriiual 

fJ^HY hands have made me and fashioned me : give me un- 
dentanding, that I may learu thy comniaudaieats. 

74 They that fear thee will be glad when they see me; 
because I have hoped in thy word. 

76 I know, O Loan, that thy judgments are right, and 
fhat thou in faithfulness hast a/Hicted me. 

76 Let, I pray thee, thy merciful kindness be for my com- 
fort, according to thy word unto thy servant. 

77 Let thy tender mercies come unto me, that I may live : 
for thy law u my delight. 

^ 78 Let the proud oe ashamed ; for they dealt perversely 
with me without a cause : but I will meditate in thy precepts. 

79 Lot those that fear thee turn unto me, and those that 
have known thy testimonies. . 

80 Let my heart be sound in thy statutes; that I he not 
ashamed. 

..... PsAUi cxnt., Pasts rx. asb x.— G od is ever 

^ithiul to his word, oven in the darkest dispensations; and believers, 
looking back on all the sufferings they have endured, will niadily 
^tifr the providenoo of God, aud say, He hath done all things well, 
xutb m God’s word is a most active principle, and filla the beliovor 
with eamost desires for advanoemont m Hivine knowledge and every 
other spiritiial attainment. His sacred education is begun on earth, 
shd wm be perfeotsd In heaven. It is in the corrupted nature even 
of believers to go astray; but as the shepherd’e dog brings back the 
wandering sheep, so affliotiona are sent by Christ ue good shepherd 
to bring back hie wandeiiag saints. How infinitely honoured be- 
646 


uoa. 


j We arlorc tliee as oui* Creator. Thy hands have made us 
I aud fashioned us. Thou hast placed within us the lamp of 
I reason, and hast made us intelligent beings, ^ving ns in imme 
I measure an alliance to angels. O place within us the Divine 
I light of saving wisdom, and kindle in our hearts the love of 
; Christ; then we shall be allied to thee as thy children, and 
■ be adorned with the comeliness of thine image. 

We adore thee, O Lord, as a God of mercy. Thy mercy 
] exceeds tlie height of the stars, and the blessings of thy mercy 
arc countless, like the leaves of the forest. ,We deserve thy 
wrath, and not thy mercy; yet, through Jesus, the Son of 
thy love, we would pray, Let thy tender mercies come unto 
us, that we may live. 

Wc present before thee, 0 Lord, the tribute of our thanks, 
giving for all the goodness which thou hast made to pass 
before thy people in public and private, throughout all the 
churches. We thank thee that the joyful accents of the 
Gospel trumpet have fallen upon the ears of thousands, and 
gladdened the hearts of many. Praise to God for the descent 
of the Spirit, and for the accomplisliment of that promise. Ho 
sUidl come like rain upon the mown grass, and like showers 
that water the earth. AVe tliank thee for any measure in 
which the kingdom of Satan has fallen as lightning from 
heaven, and for any blessed accessions which have been added 
to the kingdom of our exalted Immanuel. 

Heavenly Father, may we retire to rest this night under a 
sweet impression of the truths to which we have listened this 
day. We ask the care of our Ood, and may our lives be 
spared to see the return of the morniiig^s light. 

Give to our children a veneration for thine ordinancee^ a 
love to thy name^ and a warm attachment to a preached 
Gospel. While wc live^ and when our heads are laid in the 
darksome tomh^ may our children never forsake the sanctuary 
oj Gody never abandon the assemblies of thy saints. Teach 
our servants judgment and knowledge^ that they may believe 
thy commandments. 

O Lord, we desire to acknowledge all the kindness thou 
hast made to pass before us. Thou hast dealt well with os 
Uiy servants, 0 Lord, according io thy Word. O be to us our 
Divine instructor, and let our minds be filled with saving and 
heavenly light. We adore thee in aU the offlictiems which 
have befallen us, and for all the benefit we have derived fifesn 
thy gr^ious aud necessary ‘discipline. We naturally go 
wtray from thee. Alas, we have wandered much\and far 
from Gw. Grant that our afifiictious may bring us badk to 
God, and lead us to the feet of meroy, to implore redosaiiAioa 
through our Saviour's blood. God forbid 
hardened under our afflictions, but may we unfoig uedk Jovo 

JeJus'Se. ^ Amer^*^ MerdfuUy heat our prayo^ for 
Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 



'fOETY-aEVENTH WEEK.— liOKDAt MOENINQ 


aOD*> TPNOBA OA»* OF THB OHUBCH. 

. J R *gS * l * ’. OoMmugh, 

.1 MOV thtll uj mirard joy»aiiie 
And burst mto u soitg^ 

Almightr lore uspiret m j heart, 

Aud poasore tunes mj tongue. 

3 Ood oh his thirsty Zion-hiU 
Borne hieroy-drops has thrown, 

Ahd solemn oaths haye bound his love 
To shower salvation down. 

8 Why do we then induhre our fears. 

1 • i ' 


Suspioions and complaints f 
Is he a Gk>d, and shall his grace 
Grow weary of his saints ? 


Watts, 35, B, /. 


ISAIAH XLIX. 

Christ* t Commission, 

T ISTEN, 0 isles, unto me; and hearken, yo people, frv'>m 
far; The Lord hath called me from the womb; from the 
bowels of my mother hath ho made mention of my name. 

2 And be hath made mv mouth like a sharp sword; in the 
ehadow of his hand hath ne hid me, and made me a polished 
shaft; in his quiver hath he" hid me ; 

8 And said unto me. Thou art my servant, 0 Israel, in 
whomT I will be glorified. 

4 Then I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my 
strength for nought, and in vain : yet surely my judgment is 
with the Lord, and ray work with my God. 

6 And now, saith the Lord that formed me from the womb 
to be his servant, to bring Jacob again to him. Though Israel 
be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the 
Lord, and my God shall be my strength. 

6 And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my 
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the 
presented of Ismel : I will also give thee for a light to the 
G^tiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of 
the earth. 

7 Thus saith the Loud, the Redeemer of Israel, and his 
Holy One, to him whom man despiseth, to him whom the 
nation abhorreth, to a servant of rulers, Kings shall see and 
arise, princes also shall worship, because of the Lord that is 
faithful, and the Holy One of Israel, and he shall choose 
thee. 

8 Thus saith the Lord, In an acceptable time have I heard 
thee, and in a day of salvation have I helped thee : and I will 
preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the i)eoplo, to 
establish the earth, to cause to inherit tjio desolate heritages ; 

9 That thou mayest say to the prisoners. Go forth; to 
them that are in darkness. Shew yourselves. They shall feed 
in the ways, and their pastures shall be in all high places. 

.10 They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shdl the heat 
nor sun smite them : for he that hath mercy on them shall 
lead them, even by the springs of water shall he guide them. 

11 And I will make all my mountains a way, and my high- 
ways shall be exalted. 

12 Behold, these shall come from far : and, lo, these from 
the north and from the west; and these from the land of 
Sinitn. 

18 Sing, 0 heavens) and be joyful, O earth; and break 
foHlt into singing, O mountains : for the Lord hath comforted 
his perale, and will have mercy upon his afflicted. 

14 But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my 
Ikfidi hath forgotten me. 

18 €an a womim forget her suckkig child, that she should 
uni have oompaasion on the son of her womb ? yea, they may 
forget, will 1 not forget thee. 

16 Behold^ 1 ha^ gniVen thee upon the palms of my hands ; 
^ walb mri oontbm^y before me. 


ItsfxxcTZOirs uroir Isauh xlcc.-— T he call of Christ to his media- 
torial work oonoemt all the nations of the earth, and aU the islands 
of tho sea. Bo we Ibel an interest in this wonderful call ? Have wo 
entered into covenant with Christ, by whioh we shall be seoured in 
all the blessings of our Saviour’s purohase i How infinitely qualified 
was Jesus for the great work in whioh he was engaged ! This he 
has demonstrated by the triumphs of his cross, and by the myriads 
who are now the subjeots of his grace. Was Christ m his humffla- 
tion the Father’s servant ? How wonderful the service he rendered 
his Father by the boundless revenue of glory he brought to all tho 
Divine perfections ! How unkin(% our dear Saviour was received 
in his public ministry on earth 1 His doctrines were looked upon as 
falsehoods, and he himself was treated as an impostor ! Ho came 
to his own, and his own received him not.” This was part of his 
suffering : and it was necessary that he should thus be made perfect 
through suffering? But these sufferings have produced glorious 
fruit. Already our Lord has seen of the travail of his soul, and is 
satisfied. ^ 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, thy mercies are new imto us every 
” morning : how great is thy faithfulness I 

We are now, in thy kind providence, assembled before thy 
throne of grace : O give to us thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
present believing and acceptable supplications. We are'about 
to enter upon the secular duties and engagements of another 
week. O may the Word to which we have listened on the 
past Sabbath prove a heavenly guide to lead us in those paths 
which are agreeable to thy will, amd may it prove a guard to 
defend us from those temptations which may be laid in our 
way by the enemies of the soul. May a sense of the Divine 
presence, and a deep impression that we shall appear before 
the judgment-seat of Christ, accompany us in all the engage- 
ments of the week. 

We thank our God for the kindness yesterday manifested 
to all thy ministering servants, and in particular to thy servant 
our pastor. O that our congregation may ever prove a spiritual 
garden of luxuriance and beauty, and that all who worship with 
us may be trees of righteousness in the garden of the Cnuroh, 
that God may be glorified. 

We thank God for what we have now read of Christ’s 
mediatorial commission, and of the success with which his 
Gospel shall be attended among Gentile nations. We praise 
thee, O Lord, that the isles have listened unto thee, and that 
the people of distant lands have heard salvation’s joyful sound. 

Blessed Jesus, may our minds be filled with thankfulness 
and love, when we remember that as a Mediator thou didst 
become the Father’s servant, that thou mightest lift thy 
people from the degradation of Satan’s servitude, to the 
dignity and blessedness of being the oliildren of God. We 
rejoice, Divine Redeemer, because of thine infinite fitness for 
the mediatorial work, and that thy humanity was filled with 
that abundance of grace necessary for the ‘ unparalleled engage- 
ments of the covenant of grace. O cummunioate riohly of 
thy grace to all thy ministering servants, that they may laltour 
with wisdom, seal, and suocess in thy cause. O let the success 
of the Gospel constantly increase, and let none of thy qjsrvants 
have reason to mourn and complain, Wo have labour^ in vain ; 
we have spent our strength for nought, and in vain. O say to 
Satan’s prisoners. Go forth. 

Let not our dear children, or servants, remain any longer 
the ,prisoner8 of the destroyer qf souls* J[f they are his 
caj^ives, say to ihem^ Goforth* 

We thank thee that it is said for the comfort of thine 
afflicted people, Sing, O heavens ; and be jovful, 0 earth ; and 
breaJc forth into singing, O mountains s mr the Lord hath 
comforted his people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted. 
0 enable all of us to believe that 6ur names are engraven on 
the palms of thy hands. Graciously hear our prayers and 
forgive our sins, tor out tLedeemer’s sake. Amen. 


FOETY-SEVENTH WEEK. — ^MONDAY EVENING. 


WOHDIBS OF BKOBUPTION. 

WwryM* Oxenden, Scotch Church, c. m. 

1 A ND did the holy and the just, 

^ The Sovereign of the skies, 

Stoop down to wretchedness and dust, 

That guilty worms might rise ? 

, 3 Yes ! tho Bedeemer left his throne, 

His radiant throne on high, 

(Surprising mercy! love unknown !) 

To suffer, bleed, and die. 

8 Ho took the dying traitor’s place, 

And Buffered in his stead ; 

For man, (0 miracle of grace !) 

For man the Saviour bled ! Stkbuc. 

1 PETER III. 

MutxuiX 

X IKEWISE, yo wives, be in snbjection to your own hus- 
^ bands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may 
without the word be won by the conversation of the wives ; 

2 While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with 
fear. 

8 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of 
plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of 
apparel ; 

4 But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which 
is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit,* which is in the sight of God of great price. 

5 For after this manner in the old time the holy women 
also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in sub- 
jection unto their own husbands : 

G Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord ; whose 
daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid 
with any amazement. 

7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to 
knowledge,, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker 
vessel, and os l>eing heirs together of the grace of life ; that 
your prayers be not hindered. 

8 Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of 
another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous : 

0 Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but 
contrariwise blessing. 

10 For he that will love life, and see good days, let him 
refrain his tongue from evil, and liis lips that they speak no 
guile : 

11 Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, 
and ensue it. 

12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and 
his ears are open unto their prayers ; but the face of the Lord 
is against them that do evil. 

18 And who is he that will harm you, if yc be followers of 
that which is good ? 

14 But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are 
ye i and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled ; 

15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts : and be ready 
always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear : 

16 Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak 
evil of you, as of evil-doers, they may be ashamed that falsely 
accuse your good conversation in Christ. 

17 For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer 
for well doing, than for evil doing. 

18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for 
the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death 
in the flesh, but quickened by tho Spirit. 

BiOPXBorioirs upox 1 Pbstxr m.— When true piety is grafted on 
genuine aflbotion, the duties of our mutual reiatioxiBhip are per- 
formed with the greatest fldelity and delight, and also accompanied 


with the n>eoial hle«nnK<r£beayfm.mhwiotteaemjA<^ ^^ , 
ample as a^werfol mean in 

relatiree Truly a Christian, meek, and pnraa example, »MCti ^ 
lorelincssof the^Divine likeneee; it w 
and refreshing fragrance, and W 0 ,bm 

noss of bumiahed gold, the insonption, “Wisdom is more preoions 
than rubies, and a§ the things thou oMst 

pared unto it.” Holy gentleness, meekness, and oourt^, velmm 
which grow upon the tree of genuine piety; 
prosperity, and happiness of the Chnstian 

and lovof How liferent the maxims of the world ^ from the 
maxims of the Gospel ! The former arc founded in pndo, and envy, 
and revenge ; tho latter are founded in humility, kindness, and love. 
If we wish to lead lives of useftilness and happiness here belew, wo 
must seek grace to subdue sinful passions, to govern our tongue, and 
eadcavour to abound in acta of benevolence, dismteresteoneBs, ana 
mercy. 


PRAYER. 

O LORD, our God and Father in Christ, we adore thee in 
thy special providence, and in the exercise of thy special 
providence toward us this day. We thank thee for all the 
streams of thy goodness which we have been allowed to taste; 
but, above all, for tlie wells of salvation, from which we have 
been allowed to draw water with joy. Continue thy kindndss 
with us, and all our relatives and friends, during the night 
on wliich we are entering. As we feel the frailty of nature 
requiring the refreshing and invigorating influence of sleep, 
O teach us to place all our confidence in thee for tho supply 
of the wants of the dying body, and our faith in thee for the 
supply of all the wants of our immortal souls. O Lord, we 
would now attempt to cast ourselves wholly on thy caw for 
time and eternity ; and we would now solemnly commit our 
souls into the hand of Jesus, our Divine Mediator; that, 
arrayed in his righteousness and animated by his spirit, we 
may be fitted for glorifying our God on earth, and prepared 
for eternally enjoying and praising our God in heaven. 

Wc bless thee, our heavenly Father, for what we have now 
read. O accompany the gracious w ords with gracious influence 
from above. Glory to thy great name for the unspeakable 
encouragement now held out for the consolation of thy people. 
Thou hast said by the mouth of thine inspired servant, The 
eyes of the Lord arc over the righteous, and his ears are open 
unto their prayers. May this consolatory truth ever uphold 
thy people in the midst of the unavoidable sufferings and trials 
of the present life. May every affliction appear light when 
.compared with an interest in the love and the increasing care 
of their heavenly Father. May they be filled with amasement 
and delight when they consider that, on all occasions, the ear 
of God is open, and in a state of readiness to hear their 
prayers. 

Lordj deliver our beloved children from that thoughtlessness 
and folly so peculiar to the rising race. Impress on their 
youthful minds that alarmuig trutli^ The face of the Lord is 
against them that do wickedly. 

Gracious God, wc humbly pray that the practical influence 
of the Gospel may be more extensively felt in all the relations 
of life. Teach wives and husbands by thy spirit to fl^low 
the wholesome counsels of unerring wisdom. May graceless 
husbands be converted by the means of the example of ^tts 
wives, and may graceless wives be converted by means orihe 
holy example of pious husbands. 

Lord, enable all of us to love one another as Christ loved 
us. May we be courteous, and pitiful, and compasmnute. 
Give us grace to restrain our tongiie from evil, and our lips 
from speaking guile. Lord, sanctify us wholly, iu soiil, body, 
and spirit. Forgive the sins of thine unworthy petitioners, 
and hear pur prayers, for Jesus’ sake, who is infinitely worthy 
of all honour and praise. Amen. 


BOJITY-SBVBNTH WEERWTUBSDAir MORNING. 


IMOPIflCtJIIIOT Of OUA K1GHTSOUBNE88. 

Chntrkum, jBabjfhtk J^rmnu. 

1 "'t^HBRE are the moomers, saitk the Lord, 

{Chat wait and tremble at my word, 
Thai walk ia darkness all the day ? 

Come, make my name your trust and stay. 

2 No works nor duties of your own 
Oan for the smallest sin atone ; 

The robes that nature may provide 
Will not your least pollutions hide. 


Watts, 154, JB. IL 


ISAIAH XLIX. 

Prtmmt to ihe QentiUt, 


T^R tky waste and thy desolate places, and the land of thy 
A destruction, shall even now be too narrow by reason of the 
inhabitants, and they that swallowed thee up shall be far away. 

iO The children which thou shalt have, after thou hast lost 
the other, shall say again in thine ears, The place is too strait 
for me : give place to me that I may dwell. 

21 Then shalt thou say in thine heart, Who hath begotten 
me these, seeing I have lost my children, and am desolate, a 
captive, and removing to and fro? and who hath brought up 
these ? Behold, I was left alone ; these, where had they been ? 

22 Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I will lift up mine 
hand to the Gentiles, and set up my standard to the people : 
and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters 
shall be carried upon their shoulders. 

28 And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens 
thy nursing mothers : they shall bow down to thee with their 
face toward the earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet; and 
thou shalt know that I am the Lord : for they shall not be 
ashamed that wait for me. 

24 Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the lawful 
captive delivered? 

25 But thus saith the Lord, even the captives of the mighty 
shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall he 
delivered : for I will contend with him that contendeth with 
thee, and I will save thy children. 

ISAIAH L. 

Ckrut tlie Saviour. 

fT^HUS saith the Lord, Where is the bill of your mother’s 
•A divorcement, whom I have put away ? or which of my 
creditors is it to whom I have sold you ? Behold, for your 
iniquities have ye sold yourselves, ana for your transgressions 
is your mother put away. 

2 Wherefore, when I came, was there no man ? when I 
called, was there none to answer? Is my hand shortened at 
idl, that it cannot redeDui? or have I no power to deliver? 
behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the rivers a 
wilderness ; their fish stinketh because there is no water, and 
dieth for thirst. 

8 I dothe the heavens with blackness, and I make sack* 
doth their covering. 

4 The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learned, 
that X should know how to speak a word in season to him that 
is weary: he wd::eneth morning by morning, he wakeneth 
mine ear iso hear as the learned. 

5 Ube Lcnrd God hath opened mine ear, and I was not 
1fd>ell¥mS|jneither turned away back. 

6 1 gave my back to the smiters, arid my cheeks to them 
that j^limked off the hair : I hid not my face from shame and 
ap^ttmg. 

7 1^ the Lord God will hdp me ; therefore shall I not be 
eqn^Mmded : therefore We I set my hce like a Hint, and I 

kndr tW X ^ ^ 

8 foneer that |iistifieth me ; who will contend with me? 
let itisetKad who is nsine adversary? let him come 
near to me. 


Bsvlbctioks UFOir Xsaiak zux., l. — Wo hail the illusttioos day 
when cities which are now desolate shall be rebuilt with great 
splendour ; and when they shall be filled, not with the luxurious and 
proud, but with the fhithnil followers and the sincere worsluppors of 
Immanuel. There is a day fixed by heaven’s decree, when the family 
of God shall exhibit a most astonishing increase ; when towns, and 
cities, and provinces, and kingdoms snail bo filled, not with the 
mercenary and ambitious, but with the humble, crucified, and re- 
deemed children of the Most High. When that day arrives, the 
Church will compare her past ciroumstances with those which shall 
then be present, her former destitution with her present prosperity. 
Then her heart will be filled with holy amasement, and her mouth 
with accents of joyM praise. Are we by nature and practice 
alienated from God ? Have we by our sins become debtors to the 
justice of God — a creditor whom we shall never be able to repay ? 
Let us rejoice in the boundless mercy of Jesus, who is willing to 
clothe us with his righteousness, to cancel our enormous debt, and 
to restore us to that union with God which shall never be dissolved. 


PRAYER. 

B lessed Jesus, thou art an almighty Saviour, and we 
acknowledge that, if thou liadst not been God as well as 
man, thou never couldst have been the Redeemer of mon» 
We would rejoice iu the testimonies we have now read of thj 
power, thy love, and thy conquests. Glory to thy name, that 
when thou sawest our helpless, hopeless state, thou didst come 
to our relief. Surely thine hand is not shortened, that it 
cannot redeem. Thou hast power to deliver. At thy rebuke 
thou dost dry up the sea, and thou dost make the world a 
wilderness. When thou seest meet, thou dost clothe the 
heavens with blackness; and thou makest sackcloth their 
covering. O Jesus, thou art the mighty God, the everlasting 
Father, the Prince of peace. 

In thy mediatorial capacity thou didst most wonderfully 
manifest the tongue of the learned, in speaking words in season 
to the weary, O give wisdom to all thy ministering servants 
of every name ; and teach them to speak words in season to all 
thy people, according to their various circumstances, trials, 
and temptations. And enable them to deliver words in season 
to those who arc far from God, that they may be aroused to 
think of their guilt and danger, and see the necessity of an 
immediate application to Jesus, who alone can deliver them 
from the wrath of an offended God. 

JVhen words in season are delivered to our dear children, 
either by us their parents^ or by thy ministers, may they feel 
their lost estate by the first Adam, and may they long and 
pray for redemption by Christ, the second Adam. 

We bless the Lord our God tliat thou hast planted a church 
on earth, and we thank the God of truth for the rich and 
animating promises which respect the future increase and 
glory of the kingdom of Christ. O hasten those days, those 
happy days, when the Church, astonished at the rapid and 
extraordinary increase of her members, shall exclaim. The 
place is too strait for me ; give place to me that I may dwell. 
O Lord, fulfil thy gracious promise, and lift up th^ hand 
among the Gentile nations where the light of s^vation has 
not yet shone ; and may the inhabitants of these lands bring 
thy sons in their arms, and may thy daughters be carried upon 
their shoulders. May kings be nursing fathers to thy Church, 
and may queens be nursing mothers. 

Adored he thy name, 0 Jesus, that, to save thy Church,, 
thou didst give thy back to the smiters, and thy cheeks to 
those that plucked off the hair. May all those among thy 
people who are in darkness remember thy love and thy suffer • 
ings; and may all their darkness be dispelled. 

We thank thee for the mercies of another night, and wc 
seek thy grace to rest upon us this day. O hear, answer, and 
forgive, for Jesus’ sake, our Advocate and Saviour. Amen. 
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TOETY-SEVENTH WlIi!K.-—TUlS8DAY BVENINtt. 


LOED, BATS MB. 

Ohaihtm, 

1 \]| 71 LEK all thy wave* and storms arc past 
* » Shall I, shall I be saved at last f 
Then let my Lord conceal his face. 

Withhold the knowledge of his grace, 

Leave mo in doubts, in darkness leave ; 

But at my latest hour forgive. 

£ Deliver from the wrath to come, 

And scourge mo, Saviour, to the tomb, 

1 to thy righteous will submit. 

And weep unanswered at thy feet; 

But when my dying head I bow. 

Assure me then, thou heard’st me now ! 


1 PETER IV. 

CoTnfort in Affliction. 

T^ORASMUCH then as Christ hath suflfered for us in the 
flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for 
he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin ; 

2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the 
flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. 

8 For the time past of our life may suffice us to have 
wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasci- 
viousness, lusts, excess of, wine, revclliugs, banquetings, and 
abominable idolatries : 

4 Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them 
to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you : 

6 Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

6 For for this cause was the Gospel preached also to them 
that are dead, that they might be judged according to men in 
the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit. 

7 Rut the end of all things is at hand : be ye therefore 
sober, and watch unto prayer. 

8 And above all things have fervent charity among your- ^ 
selves : for charity shall cover the multitude of sins. 

9 Use hospitality one to another without grudging. 

10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister 
the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God. 

11 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God ; 
if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God 
giveth ; that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened 
unto you : 

13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of ChrisPs 
sufferings ; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be 
glad also with exceeding joy. 

14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are 
ye ; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you; on 
their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. 

16 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, 
or as an evil-doer, or as a busy-body in other men^s matters. . 

16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed ; but let him glorify God on this behalf. 

17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the 
house of God : and {f it first bepin at us, what shall the end 
be of them that obey not the Gospel of God ? 

18 And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the 
ungodly and the sinner appear ? 

19 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of 
God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, 
as unto a faithful Creator. 

fldO 


llRTiJBOTioirs 0 POK 1 PbAe — What cfl^t have flw 
Clirist, and the maimer in which he inhered, ^ 
and Uvea ? We hare reason to rejoice if 

in making us seek more resemblance to and wim mem 

earnestness to follow after holiness, without which no man can aM 
tho Lord. They who Uvo to thoir lusts and oormptionB arc ^ 
while they Kvo. They who lire to God’s glory an Messed whilo 
they live, and a life of imperishable bloss^oss awaifo them hwoi^ 
the sky. A life of sin is a lost life j yea, it is w^^ than hMt, for it 
is accompanied with the displeasure of the Most High, and ' 

paratory to a life of endless misery beyond the y thfl 

ungodly, the impious, and tho profane would think of uiot guilt Sim 
thoir danger, and seek Divine grace to floe from sin, wl^h, if not 
repented of, must issue in everlasting perdition ! Mav the prospect 
of the end of our mortal lives All our minds with holy sencmiaeBl, 
and thus lead us to ask, Have we received the rightoou^esi of 
Christ, by which we shall bo prepared to meet our God ? 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, we approach thee at the close of another 
day, and before retiring to the seclusion and sUenoe of 
sleep, to acknowledge our obligations to thee at our Saviour and 
Lord, and earnestly and humbly to seek the ^ht of thy couu« 
tcnance and the blessings of thy grace. Thou art a faithful 
Creator, and we praise thee that we are encouraged to place 
all our confidence in thee as a faithful and affectionate Father, 
ever faithful to tliy people, and faithful to thy promise. Holpr 
Spirit, in thy grace and condescension, enable us to commit 
our souls for time and eternity in well-doing into the hand of 
our God, as unto a faithful Creator. 

Wc thank thee for the goodness and mercy which have 
attended us this day. How gracious art thou, O Lord, that 
the continuance of our provocations has not prevented the 
continuance of thy mercies ! We commit our souls and bodies 
and property to thy providential care this night. When awake, 
may our thoughts be engaged in the contemplation of God and 
Christ and heaven ; and when asleep, let not our minds be 
, under the influence of a corrupted, wandering imagination. 

We thank God that, in reading the Scriptures, we are so * 
often reminded of the sufferings of Christ. Eternal praises to 
thy name, 0 Jesus, that thou hast suffered for us in thy flesh, 
and that so much has been accomplished by thy sufferings. 

May the hearts of our beloved children and domestics be 
melted into love, when they think of the sufferings which 
Christ endured for the salvation of a ruined world. 

Lord, impress our mind with the great end of the sufferings 
of Christ— to finish transgression and make an end of sin. 
Fixing our eyes upon a. suffering Saviour, and relying on the 
Holy Spirit, may we no longer live in the flesh to the lusts of 
men, but to the will of God. We would mourn that so much 
of our time has been lost to God, to the Church, to the soul, 
and to eternity. Have mercy upon us, and enable us to devote 
the period of our life that remains to the service and hohour 
of God. Lord, extend thy saving grace to such of dUr relatives 
as are living under the dominion of the flesh. Open their eye« 
to see that the time past of their lives should suffice to have 
wrought the will of the Gentiles ? O may they Walk no longer 
in lusts and lasciviousness. ® 

. Solemnize all our minds with the prospect of the day when 
wo shall stand, each one of us, at the judgment-seat of OhrUt. 

O that we may be prepared to give an account to him who 
shall judge the quick and the dead. In the projipect of thlit 
day, may we be sober, and watch unto prayer ; and, above all 
thinM, have fervent love among ours, elves. Whatever giace 
or gift we may have received from thy hand, may we 
^acTof another, as good stewards of ther^i^rilbld 

Hear ow feeble prayer, and forgive our ains, tot MluL 
_ to whom be praise and dominion, for ever and ever. Am^ 


FOm.SEVJBNTH WMK.— WEDNESDAY MOENINO. 


PRAIM FOE THE GOSPEL. 

Btihd Nm* PoIoiuL Sp^enkam, c. m. 

1 fpO our Alttiigbty Maker^ God, 

KwhaiiouM be addr^d; 
file gveat salTstion sbines abro^, 

And makes the nations blessed. 

2 He fi^ake the word to Abraham £Lrst ; 

His truth fUlhls the grace ; 

The Gentiles make his name thoir trust, 

And learn his righteousness. 

3 Let the whole earth his love proclaim 

With all her dilferent tongues ; 

And spread the honours of his name 
^ In melody and songs. Watts, P*. 9B, p. /. 


ISAIAH LII. 

2%e Church rorntd aiid comforfetL 

A WAKE, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on 
thy beautiful garments, 0 Jerusalem, the holy city : for 
henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircum- 
cised and the unclean. 

2 Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O 
Jerusalem : loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O cap- 
tive daughter of Zion. 

3 For thus saith the Lord, Ye have sold yourselves for 
nought ; and ye shall be redeemed without money. 

4 For thus saith the Lord God, My people went down 
aforetime into Egypt to sojourn there; and the Assyrian 
oppressed them without cause. 

5 Now therefore, what have I here, saith the Lord, that 
my people is taken away for nought? they that rule over 
them make them to howl, saith the Lord ; and my name 
continually every day is blasphemed. 

6 Therefore my people shall know iny name : therefore they 
shall know in that day that I am he that doth speak : behold, 
it isl. 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him 
that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace ; that bringeth 
good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation ; that saith unto 
Zion, Thy God reigneth I 

8 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice ; with the voice 
together shall they sing : for they shall see eye to eye, when 
the Lord shall bring again Zion. 

9 Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of 
Jerusalem : for the Lord hath comforted his people, he hath 
i^eemed Jerusalem. 

10 The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of 
all the nations ; and all the ends of the earth shall see the 
salvation of our God. 

11 Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no 
unclean thing ; go ye out of the midst of her ; be ye clean, 
that bear the vessels of the Lord. 

12 For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight : for 
the Lord will go before you ; and the God of Israel will be 

‘ your rereward. , 

18 Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be 
. exalted and extolled, and be very high. 

14 As many were astonished at thee; his visage was so 
marred more tnan any man, and his form more than the sons 
of men. : 

lIS So lie sprinlcle many nations j the kings shall shut 
nioiiths at hiiu ! for that which had not heen told them 
th^ see j and that which they had not heard shall they 

oonaider. 

' BxnJtpnoin vxm ui. — should watch and pray, that 

wo may:’ bo preaervod tom spiritual slothfiilnoas; that wo may be 
strong in (atrist’s steWJgth} that our graces may bo Tigorous ^d 
ootiTO} that wo may bo comely with Christ’s oomoliness} and that 
<ydr persons, our fttullies, snd churches, may be ademed with the 


beauties of holme8s.-^B6liever8 were once spiritual slaves : what a 
change, what a blessed change ! — they are now free ! Once they 
were sold for nought : now they are r^eemed by the preoious blood 
of Ohriflt. How weloomo to the exiles in Babylon, was the proola*^ 
mation of their liberty from Ohaldesn captivity ! but unspeakably 
more welcome to the convinced smner, is the Gospel-message of 
salvation. Bo we hail the ministers of Christ as the heralds of 
mercy ? And have the messages which they deliver brought peace 
and comfort to our souls? Then we have reason to sing, Bless 
the Lord, 0 our souls I ** 


PRAYER. 

li/T OST merciful Lord God, we draw neai thy throne this 
morning in our great Redeemers name, that wc may 
worship and glorify thy name as Zion^s king, Zion's glory, 
and Zion's deliverer. When thou dost punish the enemies of 
thy Church, when thou dost turn their counsels headlong, 
then shall thy people know thy name ; therefore they shall 
know in that day that it is thou alone that dost speak. Fill 
our hearts with joy, that thou the Lord not only reignest in 
the world, and in the universe, but that thou dost reign espe- 
cially in thy Church ; not merely to govern thy people with 
thy laws, but to defend them by thy power from all their foes. 
Lord, teach us and all our relatives to exclaim with faith and 
exultation, in the language of a prophet of old, How beautiful 
upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of 
good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy 
God reigneth ! 

We humbly pray that the Church in all places may be 
visited with the quickening influences of the spirit of God. 
May she awake out of her lethargy, and be preserved from all 
her fears; may she put on strength; may she lay aside her 
raiment of sorrow, and put on her beautiful garments, when 
she thinks that God will frustrate all the plans of her enemies, 
and accomplish all the promises of his truth. Glory to thee, 
O God, that thou hast given to the Church a rich inheritance 
of promises, and that not one of these promises shall fail in 
their accomplishment. Graciously fulfil this promise: Thy 
watchmen shall lift up the voice ; with the voice together shall 
they sing. In preaching the everlasting Gospel, may all thy 
ministers lift up their voice like a trumpet ; and may the fear 
of man never be allowed to deter them from faithfully and 
boldly proclaiming the whole truth. O impart unto them a 
holy uniformity iu their views of Divine truth, and holy seal 
in promoting the same scriptural plans for advancing the 
prosperity of thy kingdom. 

Mercifully deliver an enslaved world from the tyranny of 
Satan. O make bare thine arm in the sight of all nations, 
and soon cause all the ends of the earth to see the salvation 
of our God. 

Open the eyes of ottr beloved children to see their absolute 
need of salvation. Open their eyes to see that the salvation 
they need is only to be found in Jesus, Open their hearts to 
receive it 

Divine Spirit, bless to us what we have now read, and may 
wc rely by faith on the promises which have now engaged our 
thoughts. Holy Spirit, mercifully fill our souls with a holy, 
believing admiration of Christ. Make us astoxiiahed at the 
prudence which he manifested in his humbled humanity. 
May the remembrance of his sufferings, and of his visage 
more marred than any man, fill us, and fill many with 
astonishment. May we live this day under the impression 
of Divine truth, and may we go from this service surrounded 
with a holy atmosphere of ^race. We thank God for the 
refreshing rest and the gracious protection afforded during 
the past night. Hear our prayers and forgive our sins, for 
Jesus' sake. Amen. 
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POETY-SBVBNTH tTEEK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


A fBAYER FOR nUMIUTY. 
MumiUtg. Aleattr. 

1 T OBD, if ttou thy grsM impart,- 
" Poor in spirit) meek in hearty 

I shall as my Master be^ 

Booted in humility ; 

2 Simple, teachable, and mild, 
Changed into a little child ; 

Pleased with all the Lord provides, 
Weaned from all the world besides. 

3 Father, fix my soul oh thee ; 

Every e\5il let me flee* ; 

NotMing want, beneath, above, — 
Happy in thy precious love. 

4 0 that all may seek and find 
Every good in Jesus joined ! 

Him lot Israel still adore, 

Trust him, praise him evermore. 


Anon. 


1 PETEll V. 

Seasonable ComseU, 

fpHE elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an 
elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a 
partaker of the glory that shall he revealed : 

2 Peed the flock of God which is among you, taking the 
oversight thereof ^ not by constraint, but willingly; not for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind ; 

3 Neither as being lords over God^e heritage, but being 
ensamples to the flock. 

4 And when tlie chief Shepherd shall appear, yc shall re- 
ceive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 

6 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. 
Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with 
humility ; for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to 
the humble. 

6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty band of 
God, that he may exalt you in due time : 

7 Casting all your care upon him j for he careth for you, 

8 Bo sober, be vigilant ; because your adversary the devil, as 
a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour ; 

9 Whom resist atedfast in the faith, knowing that the same 
afflictions are accomplished in your brediren that are in the 
world. 

10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his 
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a 
while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you, 

1 1 To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

12 By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, 
I have written briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this is 
the true grace of God wherein ye stand. 

13 The church that is at Babylon, elected together with 
you saluteth you; and so doth Marcus my son. 

14 Greet ye one another with a kiss of charity. Peace be 
with you all that are in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


BaraonoNS urox 1 Petee v. — ^Even saints of great ago and 
experience need counsel ; and men of tlie greatest piety and wisdom 
most readily and thankfully welcome it and receive it. Parents 
and> teachers, but especially miniators, require great degrees of com- 
passion and faithfulncsa, in watching over and promoting the spiri- 
tual interests of those precious and immortal souls committed to 
their care. Ib Chnst’s Church a flock .> 0 how dear is that flock 
to Christ, the Bivine shepherd! For this flock ho shed his blood; 
for this flock he laid down his life. Is this flock so dear to Jesus ? 
0 may it be dear to our hearts; and, by every mean within our 
reach, may wo aeolously and lovingly endeavour to promote its 
652 


Intoresta.— Great honOTT •»«* 

Here they walk in the T^e of 

SdttlTS™ ««k, i. i-T- 

Fathcr^s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 


w 


PBAYBE. 

E come before thee, 0 Lord 
• » who leadeth Joseph like a 
acknowledge thee in the language of David, P*® 

Shepherd, we shall not want. He leadeth us m green pas- 
tures, beside the still waters. j esi. v j 

Blessed Jesus, wc acknowledge thee aa the Shepiiera. 
Thou didst Jay down thy life for the sheep, and thus preacrye 
them from the storms of Divine wrath, which omerwise 
have scattered and consumed them. Thou art the chief Shep- 
herd, who shall appear at the last day, to own thv ]^pl^ 
before an assembled universe, and to bestow on all thy faith- 
ful ministers a crown of glory which fadeth not away. 

Merciful God, wc ask forgiveness of all the sins of the day. 
Wherein we have been guilty of worldly-mindedncss, or ex- 
cessive anxiety and care about worldly objects, or forgetfulness 
of God and the eternal world — ^for these sins we ask forgive- 
ness, through the merit of a Saviouris death. We present 
our thanks for all the smiles and blessings of thy providence ; 
whether those smiles respect the body, that shall die, or the 
soul, that shall live for ever. We commit ourselves, our rela- 
tives, and all our concerns, into thy hand and care this night. 
O tliat we could retire to rest under tlie believing conviction 
that we are the cliildrcn of God and the heirs of heaven. 

May the influences of the Spirit render the Word we have 
now read savingly profitable to all our souls. We thank Qtid 
for appointing men of like passions with ourselves to feed the 
flock of Christ, and to take the spiritual oversight of thy 
sheep. Give them grace to feed them with the wholesome 
food of eteniaJ life. Ever may they engage willingly, and not 
by constraint, in thy blessed cause. May they never be in- 
fluenced by the unhallowed love of earthly gain, but by the 
earnest wish of glorifying God, edifying his Church, and 
turning sinners from the error of their ways. When they 
arc called to submit to privations, or to endure actual suffer- 
ings in the great cause, may the prospect of receiving from 
the liand of Clirist a crown of glory make all their present 
discouragements appear less than nothing, and vanity. 

Give our dear children grace to he sober and vigilant 
knotving that their adversary ike devil goeih about like a 
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Lord, enable 
them to resist him steadfast in the faith, 

Wc would earnestly pray that sdl of us may be ddivered 
from the sin of pride, and that we may be blessed with the 
grace of humility. May we ever remember that God resisteth 
the proud, but that he giveth grace unto the humble. 0 
teach us by thy spirit to humble ourselves under the mighty 
hand of God, believing that we shall be exalted in due time. 

Lord, deliver us from sinful and excessive care. 0 preserve 
us from unhallowed anxiety, about any temporal objwt; and 
instruct us in tlie blessed^lesson of casting all our cares on 
Jesus, who careth for us. Ever may our chief anxiety be 
about the soul, and the important objects of an eternal world. 
Into thy hands, O Jesus, we commend our spirits. 

Mercifully hear our prayers, for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our Lord; to whom, with the Father and Holy Spiiit, be 
gloiy and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 



FORTy.SEVBNTH WSBE.--r!rHUB8»Air MOElrtNQ. 


SOTFE&mOS, 

6ertn4tif, Omille. AmiU, c. m, 

1 TJOW few receive vrith cordial faith 

The tidinga which we bring ! 

How few have «e6n,the arm revealed 
Of heaven’s eternal King ! 

2 The Saviour comes ! no outward pomp 

Bespeaks his presence nigh ; 

No earthly beauty shines in him, 

To draw the carnal eye. 

8 Fair as a beauteous, tender dower 
Amidst the desert grows, 

So, slighted by a rebel race. 

The heavenly Saviour rose. 

4 He died to bear the guilt of men, 

That sin might be forgiven ; 

He lives to bless them and defend, 

And plead their cause in heaven. 

^ ^ ilODERTSON. 

ISAIAH LIII. 

ChrUfi Suffet'ingB. 

hath believed our report ? and to whom is the arm 
of the Lord revealed ? 

2 For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and 
as a root out of a dry ground : he hath no form nor come- 
liness ; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we 
should desire him. 

8 He is despised and rejected of men ; a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with griei* : and we hid as it were our faces 
from him ; he was despised, and wc esteemed him not. 

4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sor- 
rows:, yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and 
afflict^. 

6 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him ; and with his stripes we are healed. 

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
everjr one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. 

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened 
not his mouth : he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth. 

8 He was taken from prison and from judgment : and who 
shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the 
land of the living ; for the transgression of my people was he 
stricken. 

9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the 
rich in his death ; because he had done no violence, neither 
was any deceit in his mouth. 

10 Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him ; he hath put him 
to grief; when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he 
shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure 
of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 

11 He shfdl see of the travail of his soul, and shall be 
satisfied : by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify 
many ; for he shall bear their iniquities. 

12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, 
and he shell divide the spoil with the strong ; because ho hath 
ponr^ out his soul unto death : and he was numbered with 
the tta|iS{gressors ; and he bare the sin of many, and made 
interc^on for the transgressors.* 

.lUuxRCXtCKs tJPOir IsAxiH Din. — ^Ministers need not wonder that 
the Goipel^iixessage proclaimed by them should be rejected, but 
should remember that even when the incarnate God of truth preached 
to mankind, his message was rejected as falsehood, and himself de- 
spi^ as an In Ohmt we have an assemblage of mys- 


teries: in himvre see the personal union of two natures infinitely 
diffbrent, and mfinitely distant see the creature and 
Greater; the weakness of a feeble babe, ^ and the power of omnipo- 
tence; humanity of 'recent date, and Divinity from everlasting; 
humanity which expired on a cross, and Divinity the source of life, 
and giving life to all the countless myriads of animated beings. 
May we never be left to d^ise infinite love, to hate infinite love- 
liness, or to look with aversion on infinite benevolence all of which 
shone forth in Christ, in the midst of his sufferings and sorrows, 
with infinitely greater brightness than the sun shines forth in the 
firmament of the heavens. Let us rejoioe, that our Saviour who 
suffered for us has now received his glorious reward, and is enjoying 
the delicious fruit of his sufferings and death. 


PRAYER. 

'VITE desire, O Lord our God, to approach thy throne uuder 
a deep impression of thy justice, holiness, and grace, 
still believing that through Jesus we are welcome. Thou art 
infinitely holy, and therefore must hate sin with the greatest 
detestation and abhorrence. Thou art infinitely and neces- 
sarily just, and therefore canst not pardon sin without satis- 
faction. Thou art infinitely gracious, and delightest to extend 
mercy to sinners, even the chief. We adore thee that, in thy 
wisdom, thou didst find out a plan by which thou couldst 
justify and save the ungodly, and yet thine offended justice 
receive all its claims. We praise thee that, in the salvation 
of guilty man, mercy and truth have met together, righteous- 
ness and peace have embraced each other. 

We present our united thanksgiving for the mercies of the 
past night, and praise thee that we ate permitted to begin the 
engagements of another day in the enjoyment of fellowship 
with thyself. We humbly seek thy guidance this day, iu 
preserving us from sin, and in assisting us in the discharge 
of our various duties. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for the blessed Gospel, which 
proclaims salvation through our Saviour's blood. We have 
been long privileged to hear that Divine report. Give us, 
and all in whom we are interested, grace to believe the Gospel 
report. Suffer not, we pray, our minister to have reason to 
say respecting the people of his charge, Who hath believed 
our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? 

Lord, give our children and servants the attentive ear to 
hear the Gospel report^ give them a retentive memory to re- 
member the Gospel report, and give them a loving heart to 
believe the Gospel report* 

O reveal the arm of thy grace in the midst of us as a 
family; and may all of us receive faith to believe the Gospel 
as thy message, and faith to believe in Jesus as our Saviour. 
Glory to thy name, 0 Jesus, that for our salvation thou didst 
become a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground 
For us, O Jesus, thou didst consent to be despised of men 
that we might be accepted of God. For this instance of thy 
condescending love we praise thy glorious name. We seek 
faith to believe in Jesus as our surety. Holy Spirit, when 
we think of our sinfulness and our guilt, when we see what 
sin deserves, and to what sin exposes, O may our consciences 
be purified, and may our hearts be comforted by the believing 
conviction, that Christ hath borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows; that he was wounded for our transgressions, and 
bruised for our iniquities ; that the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him, and that by bis stripes we are healed. We 
confess that we have gone astray like lost sheep, and that 
we have followed the corrupt dictates of our depraved hearts, 
by turning to our own way. Praise to our God, that the 
guilt of our iniquity was laid on Christ, that we wretched 
wanderers might be brought back to thyself, and become thy 
sons and daughters. 

Gracious Father, hear our feeble and imperfect prayers, for 
Jesus' sake, our Mediator and Redeemer. Amen. 

de8 


yOBTY-SBVENTH WEEK.--THUBSDAY EVENING. 


THlKtTlNO AFTEB OOD. 

Bmk Otrmt. Haidtiwt* 

1 TJTOW iweet the name of Jesus sounds 
** In a believer’s ear ! 

It Boothes his sorrows, heals his woundsi 
And drives away his fear. 

2 It makes the wounded spirit whole, 

And calms the troubled breast; 

'Tis manna to the hungry soul, 

And to tho weary, rest. 

3 Dear name ! the rock on which I build, 

My shield and hiding-place ; 

My never-failing treasury, filled 
With boundless stores of grace. 


2 PETER I. 

Ohristimx Qracea. 

OIMON Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to 
^ them that have obtained like precious faith with us through 
the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ : 

2 Grace and peace l)e multiplied unto you through the 
knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Ijord, 

8 According as his divine power hath given unto us all 
1 things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the know- 
ledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue : 

4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious 
promises : that by these ye might be partakers of tho divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust. 

6 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith 
virtue ; and to virtue knowledge ; 

6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance pa- 
tience ; and to patience godliness ; 

^ 7 And to godliness brotherly kindness ; and to brotherly 
kindness charity. 

8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make 
you that ye ehall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the know- 
ledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

9 But he that lacketh those things is blind, and cannot see 
afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sius. 

10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make 
your calling and election sure : for if yc do these things, ve 
shall never fall : 

1 1 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abun- 
dantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in 
remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be 
established in the present truth. 

18 Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, 
to stir you iip by putting you in remembrance ; 

14 Knowing that shortly I must put off this my taber- 
nacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me. 

16 Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after 
my decease to have these things always in remembrance. 

16 For wo have not followed cunningly devised fables, 
when we made known unto you the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye-witnesses of his majesty. 

17 For he received from God tho Father honour and glory, 
when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory. 
This is ray beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when 
wre Were with him in the holy mount. 

19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; where- 

mito ve do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth 
in a dark place, until the dav dawn, and thA d flivtaA in 


in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in 
your hearts. 

BEiXKCtroys trroir 2 PaxEa i.— How infinitely precious is the 
righteousness of Christ ! Have we received tiMt precious fliuth 
6W 


which lays hold of this precious righteousness, and will not let it 
go ? While the men of the world long for the increase of eariWy 
wealth which perisheth, may it be our earnest pray^that we may 
be enriched with an increase of impenshable grace. How ^nndlflii 
is the fulness of the God of salvation, from whom inexhaustible 
stores of benevolence flow all those blessings, whidh are neoessa^ 
for the life which now is, and for that which is to come. Have our 
eyes boon opened to see the value and the suitableness* of Divine 
promises ? Have our hearts been opened to woeive them ? Hever 
did casket contain such jewels, as those inestimably precious jewels 
of Gospel blessings contained in the casket of the promises of God. 
The graces of the Spirit are remarkable for their lovelinass, their 
excellence, their usefulness. 3fay we possess graoe> and grow in 
grace, that we may be fitted to glorify God on e^h, and at last to 
enjoy him in heaven. Amen. 

PRAYER. 

rPHOU Hearer of prayer and Father of mercies, we adore 
thee as the self-existent God. Before the mountains weye 
brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the 
world, even from everlasting thou art God. O with what 
humility and reverence we should approach thy throne I We 
look to thee, Holy Spirit, for assistance ; and to thy righteous- 
ness alone, O Jesus, wc look for acceptance. Tlaou art the 
beloved Son of the Father. Thou didst receive from the 
Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to 
thee from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased. 

Lord, we come before thee in tho capacity of sinners. We 
lament that the actions of every day lengthen the catalogue of 
our sins. We arc laden with iniquity. If thou wert to visit 
ns in thy justice for a small part of our offences, or even for 
the offences of the past day, we could not stand before thee. 
We therefore pray that we may be baptized with the blood of 
tho Lamb, and then our guilt shall disappear as a cloud from 
the sky. 

We thank thee for thy watchful care over us during another 
day. Lord of life and salvation, keep us as a family this night. 
May wc and all our relatives sleep in peace and awake in safety. 
We thank God for all the interesting, animating, and com- 
forting truths we have now read. Lord, give us precious 
faith. Convince us of the necessity of faith, and may wc 
give ourselves no rest till wo obtain it. Give us the eye of 
faith, by which we shall see the King in his beauty, and even 
obtain a glinipse of the glories of heaven. We pray that all 
our friends, and those who worship with us in thy sanctuaiT, 
may obtain like precious faith. May grace and peace be 
multiplied unto them and us, thivugh tho knowledge of God 
I aud dr our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

O give our children repentance to see ihdr sin and ruin 
and give them faith to look to Jesus, the only deliverer from 
guilt and woe. 

We thank our God that wc have heard of the rich treasury 
of grace laid up in Christ. To thee, O Jesus, we apply this 
^emng, that we may receive from thee, and grace for grace. 
We come, that we may add to our faith virtue ; and to virtue 
knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance 
patience ; and to patience godliness ; and to godliness brotherly 
kmdnew; and to brotherly kindness charity. Grant, most 
merciful Father, that we may not only receive these irraces 
but may wc abound in them ; then wc shall neither he momn 
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesui. 

Lord, prepare ns for %ing down the tabernacle of onr 
mortal flesh. O that we were able to look on death iSh 
wmpoaure, joy, and ronfidence similar' to the i^stle, -when 

Payers, and accept our evening aeon. 
flee, for the sake of our dear Bedeemer, Jesus Christ. Amen. 


fos^^i^vENTH; 


, MBtxAoa or god’s sketants. 

^ To bow before thy meroy-seat; 

B ut ^ unite with lessened joy, 

While foxiner days our min& employ 

2 All ! how we hastened to thy house ; 

Mingled our jop, our tears, our vows ! 

We thronged to hear, and pray, and praise, 

On Sabbath and on weekly days. 

0 Alas ! those happy days are past, 

Our smiling skies are overcast ; 

But shall we now despairing mourn ? 

No I— for we hear thee say, Beturn ! Anon. 

ISAIAH LIV. 

^-S. • Pi-otperUy of the Church. 

U ING^ 0 barren^ thou thai didst uot bear ; break forth into 
^ singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with 
child: for more are the children of the desolate than the 
children of the married wife, saith the Lord. 

2 Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth 
the curtains of thine habitations ; spare not, lengthen thy 
cords, and strengthen thy stakes ; 

8 For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the 
left; and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles, and make the 
desolate cities to be inhabited. 

4 Fear not ; for thou shalt not be ashamed : neither be 
thou confounded ; for thou shalt not be put to shame: for 
thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, and sh^t not 
remember the reproach of thy widowhood any more. 

6 For thy Malcer is thine husband ; the Lord of hosts w 
his name ; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel ; The 
God of the whole earth shall he be called. 

6 For the Lord hath called thee as a woman forsaken and 
grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou waat refused, 
srtith thy God. 

7 For a small moment have I forsaken thee ; but with great 
mercies will I gather thee. 

8 In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; 
hut with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith 
the Lord thy Redeemer. 

9 For this is as the waters of Noah unto me : for as I have 
sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the 
earth ; so have I sworn that 1 would not be wroth with thee, 
nor rebuke tbee, 

10 For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be re- 
moved ; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither 
shall the covenant of my peace he removed, saith the Lord 
that hath mercy on thee. 

11 O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not com- 
forted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay 
thy foundations with sapphires. 

12 Axid I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates 
of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones. 

And all thy children shall be taught of the Loro ; and 
great shall is the peace of thy children. 

l4 In righteousness shalt thou be established : thou shalt 
be far from onpression; for thou shalt not fear: and from 
terror; for H imalLxiot come near thee. , 

in Bdfadld, they shall surely gather together, but not by 
me : whosoever jhall gather together against tbee shall fall 
thy abke. 

16 have created the smith that bloweth the coals 
in, the 6% ^nd that bringeth forth an instrument for his 
work ; and 1 have created the waster to de«ftrpy* 

17 NjC weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper ; 
and every tongue tkai shall rise against thee in judgment 


tbou sbalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of 
the Loan, and thdr righteousness is of me, saith the Lord. 

EurtsemoKS im>K Isaxis uv.— The Ohuroh of Chriat shall not 
alwap have reason to mourn over the very limited number of her 
members. There is a time fixed by heaven’s immutable deoree, when 
she shall increase like the stars of the sky for multitude. Hitherto 
a very narrow space has been suffloient for the residence of her 
childmn ; but the day, the joyful day shall arrive, when they shall 
fill nations, and kingdoms, and islands, and continents; yea, the 
day shall come, when they ifiiall inherit the earth* Already the 
whole earth is consecrated to be their future abode, when the beams 
of intellectual, moral, social, and spiritual prospority shall shod 
abundantly their animating lustre upon all nations. Most intimato 
and endearing is the relation subsisting betwixt Christ and his 
Church; more endearing than the relation betwixt husband and 
wife, or betwixt parents and children. 

PRAYER. 

A LMIGHTY God and merciful Father, thou art the maker 
of heaven and earth. Glory to thy great and wondroua 
name, that thou hast said to the Church, for her encourage- 
ment, Thy Maker is thine husband ; the Lord of hosts is his " 
name ; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel ; The God 
of the whole earth shall he be called. Wo approacli thee in 
the all-prevailing name of Jesus. . 

We adore thee in all the events of thy providence, connected 
with thy Church, in all past periods of her history. Though 
thou couldst have prevented dl the storms which have assailed 
her, yet thou hast been more glorified by permitting them than 
by preventing them. And we praise thee for promises of the 
future glory of thy Church, which shall most assuredly bo 
accomplished. Glory to God in the highest, that the day is 
approaching, and hath in part arrived, when thy Church snail 
enlarge the place of her tent, and when the curtains of her 
habitation shall be stretched forth ; when her cords shall be 
lengthened, and her stakes strengthened ; when she shall break 
forth on the right hand and on the left ; when her seed shall 
inherit the Gentiles, and when all the desolate cities shall be 
inhabited by the genuine followers of the Lamb of God. 

pray that our children and household may be made 
living members of Christas Church, and lining branches tfi 
Christ the true vine. May we live to see them the living 
ornaments qf the Gospel, and practical examples of the 
power of Divine grace. 

Coml’ort all thine afflicted people. Convince them that, 
though the storm may be severe, it shall be followed by a 
calm ; that, though the night be dark, it shall be followed by 
a day of eternal glory. Teach them more and more to look 
upon the afflictions of life, not as evidences of judicial wrath, 
but as tokens of fatherly love. 

We thank thee that thou hast declared in language so strong 
and comforting, the immutable nature and the eternal dura- 
tion of thy love. Enable each 6ne of us now, and through 
all our days, to take the x:onifort of thy promise : The moun- 
tains shall depart, and the hills be removed ; but my kind- 
ness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of 
my peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath merqr on thee. 

Wo thank our God for the refreshing repose of the past 
night, that our lives are preserved, and that we are surrounded 
this morning by so many blessings of thy providence and grace. 
As we are loginning this day before thy throne, may wc spend 
the day in thy fear, and may our time and services be devoted 
to thy glory. May all our future days be devoted to thee; 
and when our days and nights on earth shall come to a close, 
may we enter upon a cloudless, holy, happy, and eternal day 
in heaven. Mercifully listen to the voice of our feeble suppli* 
cations, for Jesus^ sake, our exidted High-priest. Amen. 


POETir-SEVBNTH WEEK.— -FEIDAY EVENING. 


AUOBLS AND MIN SAVED. 

J^nmdry. ItUUon {OaMdaJ, AlU Si/rtii, L. M. 

1 'DKOlf heaven the sinning angels fell, 

^ And wrath and darkness chained them down ; 

But nian» vile man, forsook his bliss, 

And mercy lifts him to a crown. 

2 Amazing work of sovereign grace, 

That could distinguish rebels so ! 

Our guilty treasons called aloud 
For everlasting fetters too. 

8 To thee, to thee, almighty love, 

Our souls, ourselves, our all we pay ; 

Millions of tongues shall sound thy praise 
On the bright hills of heavenly day. 

. Watte, 07, A //. 


2 PETER II. 

Fall of Angela and Wickedneaa of Men* 

B ut there were false prophets also among the people, even 
as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily 
shall bring in condemnable heresies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 

2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways ; by reason 
of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 

8 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words 
make merchandise of you : whose judgment now of a long 
time lingeretli not, and their condemnation slumbereth not. 

4 For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast 
them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, 
to be reserved unto judgment; 

6 And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth 
per$on, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon 
the world of the ungodly ; 

6 And turning the cities of Sodom and Gornorrha into 
ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an 
f nsample unto those that after should live ungodly ; 

7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation 
of the wicked : 

8 (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing 
and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with 
their unlawful deeds ;) 

9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judg- 
ment to be punished : 

10 But chiefly them tliat walk after the flesh in the lust of 
uucleanness, and despise goverumeut. Presumptuous are they, 
self-willed, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. 

11 Whereas angels, wliich are greater in power and might, 
bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord. 

13 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken 
and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand 
not; andahall utterly perish in their own corruption ; 

17 These are wells without water, clouds that arc carried 
with a tempest ; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for 
ever. 

18 For wlien they speak great swelling words of vanity, 
they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much 
wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who 
live in error. 

19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are 
the servants of corruption : for of whom a man is overcome, 
of the same is he brought in bondage. 

SO For if after they have esca^ the pollutions of the 
world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christy the^ are again entangled therein, and overcome, the 
latter end U worse with them than the beginning. 

21 For it had been better for them not to have known the 
way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn 
from the holy edmmandinent deliver^ unto them. 


Rktoectioks xtpok 2 Pkteb n.— Spiritual are a dastroyina 

pastilenoe, more dangerous to tho pteowus som th^ postuenoe and 
toine to the perishing body. They who kill the body incur great 
guilt, and are Uable to heavy punishment; erroneous tethers 
more enormous guilt, and expose themselves to the heaviest puius^ 
ment, because they are cruel murderers of the souls of men • It is 
astonishing tho infatuating influence of, sin, and the deluding in- 
fluence of erroneous opinions. And these considerations are r^- 
dered the more distressing by the ruinous consejiuenoes with which 
such infatuation and delusion are followed in time, and more espe- 
cially followed in eternity! May it be our happy, blessed privilege, 
to be fir ml y rooted and grounded in the trutli, and then we shall 
not bo driven about by every wind of doctrine. Th^ we shall 
remain sure, like the cedar of Xiebanon, and able to wit h sta nd the 
fury of the raging storm. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, thou art infinitely holy, and for ever 
blessed. Thou art the inexhaustible fountain of wisdom, 
holiness, and felicity. Thou art Jehovah, possessed of every 
perfection, glorious in every attribute, and worthy of the 
homage, love, and praises of all thine intelligent subjects. We 
rejoice, that through Jesus, we can approach thy throne, and . 
with acceptance present our prayers. 

Wc desire as a family, and with sincerity of heart, to 
acknowledge that it is our duty and our privilege to worship 
before thy throne of grace. Holy Spirit, grant that it may 
be ever our delight. While the ungodly and profane wander 
far from thy ways, may we pursue them with holy avidity 
and joy; and may we ever acknowledge, with thankfulness 
and praise, Thy ways are ways of pleasantness, and all tlijr 
paths are peace. 

Accept the tribute of our thankfulness for thy kind and 
paternal care of us during the past day. Thou hast clothed 
and fed and sustained us. All the days of our lives, thy mweies 
towards us have been innumerable and unceasing. The stream 
of thy providential supplies has never ceased. Every moment 
of our lives is a witness of thy goodness. With the Psalmist 
we would exclaim, Open thou our lips, and our mouth shall 
show forth tJiy praise. Grant, O Lord, that each member of 
our family, and that the families with which we are connected, 
may be in thy holy keeping this night. While we are asleep, 
may all danger sleep around us ; and kindly spare us to see 
the light of another day. O that the remaining portion of our 
days may he spent in the love of God, and in the exercise of a 
lively faith in Christ ; then wc shall have the pleasing evidence 
tliat our mortal life shall be followed by a life of blessedness 
and immortality beyond the gra(^e. 

We pray, O Lord, for the prosperity of thy Church. Deliver 
it from false, heretical, and seducing teachers. Bring thy 
terrors home to tho minds of such men, and convince them 
that without repentance they must endure the special indig- 
nation of heaven. 

We adore thee, 0 Lord, in the sovereignty thou hast dis- 
played ill connection with fallen angels. Thou didst provide 
no Saviour for them ; while thou didst send the Son of 
love into our fallen world, and proclaim the joyfiil tidinii^ 
that whosoever believeth in him shall not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 

0 suffer not our dear children to reject the offerc of 
Christ and his salvation* Convince them, that ^ i hf fU 'riir 
rejecting Jesus, salvation will be for ever hopeless* ' " 

We seek the grace of the Holy Spirit, that wo may be • 
preaerred from the siu of backalidmg. Affect na wilj^tbe 
alarmmg truth, that it is better not tO have known way 
of nghteouan^, than, after it is known, to tom fieoi Em 
holy commandment which has l)een delivered unto ua 

Jea^'^ak? 


TOftTY-SEVENTH WBEK>*SAOT1«>AY MOENING. 


, lltVlTAtlONS OF MEltCT. 

AiiMii* Mjwic. ^foom^gfroM. c. N. 

1 tJQ I y e tiiat tbirst, appi^oach the spring 
. ** Whim living waters flow : 

Freo« to that sacr^ fountain all 
Without a price may go. 

2 How long to streams of false delight 

Will ye in crowds repair ? . 

How long your strength and subBtancc wa^uo 
On trifles, light as air ^ 

S My stores aflbrd those rich supplies 
That health and pleasure give ; 

Incline your ear, and come to me ; 

The soul that hears shall livo. 

4 With you a covenant I will make, 

That ever shall endure ; 

The libpe which gladdened David's hope, 

My mercy hath made sure. 

Scotch pAUAriinASB, 2C. 

ISAIAH LV. 

JimteUiona and Promises, 

H O, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and 
he that hath no money ; come ye, buy, and eat ; yea, 
come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

?. Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not 
hread? and your labour for that which satisfioth not? 
hearken diligently unto me, and eat yo that which is good, 
and let your soul delight itself in fatness. 

8 Incline your ear, and come unto me : hear, and your soul 
shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
even the sure mercies of David. 

4 Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a 
leader and commander to the people. 

B Behold, thou shajt call a nation that thou kuowest not, 
and nations that knew not thee shall run unto tliec because of 
the Loan thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel ; for he 
bath gloriliea thee. 

6 Seek ye the Lord while lie may l)c found, call ye upon 
him while he is near : 

7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts : and let him return unto the Lord, and he 
will have mercy upon him ; and to our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon. 

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways tny ways, saith the Lord. 

9 For aa the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. 

10 For aa the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, 
and retumeth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh 
it bring £srth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, 
and bread to the eater : 

11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth : 
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I 
sent it. 

12 For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with 
peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before 
l^^nto singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 

18 Instead ihe thorn shall come up the fir tree, and 
hkSteadcf the brier shall come up the myrtle tree : and it shall 
be lo the Xioan for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall 
not be cut oE 

Eieeusorievs vetat Isaeah lv* — ^D o wc know and believe that in the 
Qcspel, Jeaus has provided a feast for perishing sinners, for perishmg 


smners of all nations? We are by nature spiritually hungry; in this 
feast we find the bread of life. We are by nature spiiitually thiwty ; 
in tliits feast we find the water of life, cleju: as crystal, to refresh and 
revive our thirsty souls. Have we experienced the spiritual hunger, 
and partaken of the heavenly manna? Have wo experienced the 
spiritual thirst, and partaken of tho waters of salvation proceeding 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb ? Tlie world bus never 
impaned true joy, or communicated permanent delight. It canuot ! 
Have we received the joys of religion secured by the covenant of 
grace ? Tfien we have entered into covenant with Christ, and shall 
inhoilt for over the sure mercies of David. 


I PEAYEB. 

^EACIOUS aittd merciful Lord God, whom we approach 
through Jesus, thou art infinitely exalted above angels 
and men in thy nature, thine excellences, thy thoughts, and 
thy works. Thy thoughts are not as our thoughts, nor thy 
I ways as our ways. For as the heavens are higher than the 
! earth, so are thy ways higher than our ways, and thy thoughts 
than our thoughts. The pillars of heaven tremble, and are 
astonished at thy reproof. Thou dividcst the sea by thy 
power, and by thine understanding thou smitest through the 
proud. By thy spirit thou hast garnished the lieavens, and 
thy hand hath formed the crooked serpent. Lo, these are 
parts of thy ways, but how little a portion is heard of them I 
And ihe thunder of thy power who can tell? 

We thank our God for the present opportunity of enjoying 
fellowship with thyself in reading the Word of eternal life, 
and in observing the ordinance of prayer. We thank thee 
that we have been refreshed with sleep, and that we have 
entei*cd upon another day crowned with mercies. In all the 
engagements of the day may we be preserved in thy fear, may 
we be directed in the path of duty, and may we prosper in all 
our lawful undertakings. Whether we cat or drink, or what- 
ever we do, may wc do all to thy glory. 

Bless to US, Holy Spirit, the encouraging promises and 
invitations we have been privileged to read. We have reason 
to cenfess with shame, that we have long thirsted after sinful, 
earthly, and carnal enjoyments. O give us a distaste for those 
corrupting and perishing delights, and enable us to hunger 
after righteousness. We praise thee for the waters of salvation : 
may we drink of these waters now, and livo for ever. Glory 
to thy great name for the abundance, the richness, and the 
frccuess of the blessings of salvation. May all these blessinge 
be ours, 

0 teach and persuade our dear children and domestics to 
buy of thee the wine and milk of salvation, without money 
and without price. 

Have mercy on the multitudes who hear the Gospel, but 
who have never heard it with interest, who have never heard 
it with faith. By the power of thy spirit may they incline 
their ears and come unto thee. O may they hear with humi- 
lity and faith ; then shall their souls live for ever. Make with 
us and all our relatives an everlasting covenant, even the sure 
mercies of David. Show compassion to our graceless con- 
nections. Wc would mourn over their sin, their danger, and 
their impenitence. O persuade them to forsake their ways of 
sin, and may they return unto thee the Lor(|, who will have 
mercy upon them, and who will abundantly pardon. In all 
our places of worship may the efficacy of the Gospel be exten- 
sively felt. Instead of the thorn, cause the fir-tree to appe^ ; 
and instead of the brier, O cause the myrtle-tree to spring 
up ; and let it be for an everlasting sign, that shall not be 
cut off. 

We humbly seek the pardon of our sins and the answer of 
! oiur prayers, mr the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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FOary.SEVBNTH WEEK.— BATUBDAY EVENING. 


fm BK0 Of THS WORLD. 

SaHtiibtrjf PMn» JCttmingttn* TufiMdpe, o. k. 

1 "WTHY should this earth delight us so ? 

"Why should wo fix our eyes 
On these low grounds where sorrows grow, 

And eyery pleasure dies ? 

2 While Time his sharpest teeth prepares 

Our comforts to devour, 

There is a land above the start 
And joys above his power, 
d Nature shall be dissolved and die, 

The sun must end his race, 

The earth and sea for ever fiy 

Before my Saviour’s face, Watts, 164, /?. //. 


12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of 
God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and 
the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 

18 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new 
heavens an^ a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, 
be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without 
spot, and blameless. 

15 And account that the lougsufifering of our Lord is salva- 
tion ; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the 
wisdom given unto him hath written unto you. 

18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ To him ie glory both now and for 
ever* Amen* 

EkstlscxiORs vtoh 2 Petkr m. — The very best Christian pro- 
fesBorn have need to be repeatedly stirred up to their duties, to be 
reminded of all the doctrines and commandments of Jesus Christ, and 
cautioned against the errors and evil practices of wicked and design- 
ing men. And the purer men’s min^ are, the more wicked is it to 
corrupt them.— How jrecisely the Scripture foretells the conduct of 

aas 


2 PETER III. 

OhrUCi Appearomce at Judgment* 

rilHIS second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you j in both 
which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance : 

2 That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken 
before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us 
the aposdes of the Lord and Saviour : 

8 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days 
scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 

4 And sayiug. Where is the promise of his coming ? for 
since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were 
from the beginning of the creation. 

5 For this they willingly arc ignorant of, that by the word 
of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of 
the water and in the water : 

6 Whereby the world tliat then was, being overflowed with 
water, perished : 

7 But the heavens and the earth, which arc now, by the 
same word arc kept in store, reserved imto fire against the day 
of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 

8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one 
day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day. 

9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, os some 
men count slackness ; but is longsufl'ering to us-ward, not 
willing that any slioidd perish, but that all should come to 
repentance. 

10 But the dajr of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
ni^ht; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth 
also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 

11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and 


it* advemries, our own deist* not and thereby 

their wicked opposition a proof of it* own Dirme inspiiabon I «t, 
notwithstandi^ aU tbo scoffii of it* adrerrerm 
patience doe* God delay the *ea*an* of hi* wrato, parh^ly the last 
fudgment, that sinner* may have foil space to re^ti and ^nthnoe 
hi* salvation. And delay of year* i* quite insigmfloanl^ whmi ooai> 
pared with his absolute eternity.— In the most trem^iu njaimw 
Jesus will come at last ! The heavens shaU pen^ hoto ““I the 
elomonts melt away ; and the earth, with all that is emmt 

up. How terrible for carnal men ! when that world whioh have 
chosen for their portion, universally kindling into flames, wall give 
them a final adieu, and a fearftil introduction into the abodes of the 
lost! But blessed is the change which shall then be made in the 
purification of our lower world, and in forming out of its aehes new 
heavens and a new earth for tho everlasting Happiness of ransomed 
men. In tho faith and contemplation of these groat events, how 
circumspect, holy, and religious ought we to be I Fully should 
vro be weaned from the world, bo steadfast in our profession and 
practice, fervent in prayer for necessary supplies, and earnest to 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of Christ our Lord. 

PRAYER. 

T^E come before thee, 0 Lord our God, relying for accept- 
ance on the righteousness t)f Christ, to pay the© homage, 
and to render unto thee deserved praise, as the self-existeut 
and the infinitely blessed Jehovah. We adore thee in 
eternity and immutability of thy being. With thee one day 
is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 
The past, the present, and the future, are equally present with 
thee. Thou art a God of inviolable truth. Great, unspeakably 
great, is the encouragement thou hast given to thy people to 
rely on the promises. Sooner shall the earth be removed out 
of its place, than the stability of thy promises be shaken. 
Thou art not slack concerning thy promise, as some men count 
slackness ; but thou art long-suffering to us-ward, not willing 
that any should perish, but that all should come to the know- 
ledge of the truth. 

, Glory to thee, our God, for the blessed manifestations thou 
hast given of thine infinite willingness to save. God forbid that 
any of us or our beloved relatives should resist the invitations 
of mercy. Affect them and us with the solemn thought that, 
if wc despise the oilers of thy mercy, we must endure the ven- 
geance of thy justice. O Divine mercy, save us, and stretch 
forth thy gracious arms, and place us on Jesus, the true corner- 
stone ; then shall we be secure against the attacks of all our 
enemies, and be preserved in safety for thy heavenly kingdom. 

Grant that our dear children ^may he delivered from the 
bewildering errors and the fascinating delusions of sin ; and 
may they be brought to the knowledge of the tmth in the 
golden period of their days, 

Wc lament that, as there were in the days of the apostles, 
so there arc in ours, scoffers walking after their own lusts, and 
endeavouring to prove the fallacy of Divine revelatidn. Divine 
predictions, and Divine promises. We pray for the conversion 
of such daring enemies of Christ and the Word of life. We 
know that thy grace is fully sufficient to regenerate and soften 
their hearts, though powerfully subdued by enmity and un- 
belief. Lord Jesus, save them, and make them more zealous 
as thy friends than they have ever been as thy foes, 
rrepare all of us, gracious God, for the coming of Chriit 
the judge. O may we bo found of Christ in peace, vitSumt 
spot, and blraeless: and may we grow in grace, and in!th« 
kn^ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

We present our thanks for the blessing's of the day and tiha 
merciw of the week. We commit ourselves to thy^ 
me this mght. May we awake in peace on tho m^ng of 
thy day; ^d may it prove a blessed day to ns and all the 

t*. 


FOUTV-EIGHTH WB»K.*,«aABBA1« ttOENHJO. 


BAllYHtltO fOU OOMfOIlT AW1> BBLITSIUNCS. 

Wmtrhrn^ mgJOwyCmifi. WnMl c,u. 

J IVr^ consider my distress; 

Let meroy plead my cause ; ' 

Though I hare aimed against thy grace, 

' I can’t foiget thy laws, 

9 Forbid, forbid tiie sharp reproach 
Whioh I so justly fear ; 

Uphold my life, uphold my hopes, 

Nor lot my shame appear, 

3 Bo thou a surety, Lord, for me, 

Nor let the proud oppress ; 

But make thy waiting sorvant see 
The shinings of thy face. 

4 Look down upon my sorrows. Lord, 

And show thy grace the same 
Aathou art ever wont to afford 
To those that lore thy name. 

Watts, Ps, 119, p. XII. 

PSALM CXIX. 

Praywfw divine Ooneolation and Help. 

CAPH, PAllT XI, 

soul fainteth for thy salvation : but I hope in thy 
word, 

82 Mine eyes fail for thy word, saying, When wilt thou 
comfort me? 

83 For I am become like a bottle in the smoke ; yet do I 
not forget thy statutes. 

84 How many are the days of thy servant? when wilt 
thou execute judgment on them that persecute me ? 

86 The proud have digged pits for me, which are not after 
thy law. 

86 All thy commandments are faithful ; they persecute me 
wrongfully ; help thou me. 

87 They had almost consumed me upon earth ; but I for- 
sook not thy precepts. 

88 Quicken me after thy loving-kindness ; so shall I keep 
the testimony of thy mouth, 

LAMKI), PART XII. 

T^Br ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven. 

90 Thy faithfulness is unto all generations : thou hast 
estoblished the earth, and it abideth. 

91 Th^ continue this day according to thiue ordinances : 
for all are thy servants. 

.92 Unless thy law bad been my delights, I should then 
have perished in mine afBiction. 

98 I will never forget thy precepts : for with them thou 
hast quickened me. 

94 1 am thine, save me ; for I have sought thy precepts. 

95 Tho wicked have waited for me to destroy me : but I 
will consider thy testimonies. 

96 I have seen an end of all perfection : but thy oommaud- 
luent jf exceeding broad. 


JljmMmoiim U3POK Fsaiic CXIX., Parts xi. ard' xu. — ^No objects aro so 
deiitabte to a boUever os Christ and salvation. On these his affections 
ase ]^oed ; and« in his estimatibn, pearls and rubies, gold and silver, 
idiypia obn m ayed with them, are less than nothing, and lighter than 
vatdiy* while ung^y men apply directly to perishing creatures 
as the sonrbss of their comfort, believers applv directly to the great 
Creator, ihe of solvation, with whom is the boundless fountain 
of all blessednsss and joy. An interest in God's love does not exempt 
from affliotioA and admniujt on earth ; but it lemoves the cum of 
afBiction, and gives a tii^ to that hoavenly worid where no okmd 


of sorrow is ever seen* and where no tear of sorrow is ever shed. 
Though God may delay the ponishment of the enemies of his people, 
yet the day will come when the proud opposors of the truth sh Jl 
endure the weight of Divine vengeance. The oruelty and persecution 
of the wicked do not discourage believers in the service of Christ, 
but rather stir them up to greater aotivity in promotmg his glory. 


PEAYEE. 

TITOST merciful Lord God, in the name of the great 
Intercessor, we present to thee the tribute of humble 
thankfulness and praise, that we have been preserved in safety 
by the gracious hand of thy merciful providence during the 
past night, and that we are honoured and privileged by being 
permitted to enter on another Sabbath-day, another day of 
sacred rest. Give us grace more and more to love that day, 
whose dawning rays first beheld our triumphant Saviour 
leave the dark abode of the grave, and rise the conqueror 
of death. 

We thank thee, O God of ordinances, for all the institu- 
tions of religion, but more especially for the Sabbath-day. 
Wc prajr that we, and the congregation with which we hope 
to worship thy great name, may be in the spirit on the Lora’s 
day, and engage in all the duties of religion with ardour, 
humility, love, and joy. As Jesus was raised on the morning 
of this day by the power and glory of his Father, may all of 
us now before thee be raised by Divine grace from a death of 
sin to a life of holiness. O cause thy spirit to descend on the 
heart and lips of all the heralds of salvation. We ask great 
things for all the churches ; and let thy goings, the goings of 
thy majesty and grace, O God, be seen in every worshipping 
assembly : and to thousands may thy sanctuary be the house 
of God and the gate of heaven. 

Bless a preached Gospel to all our rulers. Under its blessed 
sound, may they see the vanity of earthly greatness and power ; 
and that nothing will avail them in the day of death but an 
interest in the righteousness of Christ, by whom kings reign 
and princes decree justice, O that all in our land who aro 
raised up to administer justice were the subjects of grace. 

Wc adore thee, O Lord, in the security of thy throne, and 
in the stability of thy Word. Thy Word is settled in heaven. 
Thou art a faithful God, and thy faithfulness remainetfa to all 
generations. 

0 teach our dear children to flee to Jesus as to a faithful 
Redeemer. Allure them by these words : I love them that 
love me., and they that seek me early shall find me. When 
we shall he separated from them by deaths may they rejoice 
and confide in theC as an unchanging friend. Enable our 
servants to take delight in thy Son and in thy testimonies ; 
then they shall be comforted in all their afflictions. 

O Lord, make all now before thee the subjects of thjr 
salvation. Convince the unconvinced among us of the great 
and urgent necessity of salvation through the death of Christ 
and may they long for it with most earnest desires. 

Have pity on the aged and the afflicted, the widow and the 
fatherless. May they apply for comfort to no other fountain 
but Christ, and may they drink of the waters of consolation 
which are found in thy Word, as one of the UoMed wells of 
salvation. May they sing with the Psalmist, Unless thy 
law had been my delight, I should then have perished in ^ 
mine affliction, ^ I 

Lord, forgive our sins and accept our services, for Jcaiut^ | 
sake, our glorious Mediator, Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &c, 
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FOBTY EIGHTH WBBK.—SABBATH EVENING. 


TINDSSNICaS 0» COKWIBNCE. 

OlaANR. Sieaniritk. SripUhdmitene. o. «. 

1 WITH my whole heart I’to aought thy face, 

0 let me never stray 
From thy commands, 0 God of grace, 

Nor tread the sinner’s way 

2 Thy word I Ve hid within my heart 

To keep my conscience clean, 

And bo an everlasting guard 
From every rising sin. 

3 I’m a companion of the saints, 

Who fear and love the Lord ; 

My sorrows rise, my nature faints, 

When men transgress thy word. 

4 While sinners do thy Gospel wrong. 

My spirit stands in awe ; 

My soul abhors a lying tongue. 

But loves thy righteous law. 

Watts, Pt. 110, p. XtJI. 

PSALM CXIX. 

it^uence of OoiVa Word, 

MKM, PART XIII. 

O HOW love I thy law ! it is my mcflitation all the day. 

98 Thou through thy commandments hast made me 
wiser than mine enemies : for they are ever with me. 

99 I have more understanding than all my teaclicrs , for 
thy testimonies are my meditation. 

100 I understand more than the ancients, because I keep 
thy precepts, 

101 I have refrained my feet from every evil way, that I 
might keep thy word. 

102 I have not departed from thy judgments : for thou hast 
tau^t me. 

103 How sweet are thy words unto my taste 1 yea, sweeter 
than honey to my mouth I 

104 Through thy precepts I get understanding : therefore 
I hate every false way. 

NUN, PART XIV. 

rilHY word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path, 

106 I have sworn, and I will perform it, that I will keep 
thy righteous judgments, 

107 I am afflicted very much : quicken me, O Lord, 
according unto thy word. 

108 Accept, I beseech thee, the free-will offerings of my 
mouth, O Lord, and teach me thy judgments. 

109 My soul is continually in my hand: yet do 1 not 
forget thy law. 

110 The wicked have laid a snare for me : yet I erred not 
from thy precepts. 

Ill Thy testimonies have I taken as on heritage for ever : 
for they are the rejoicing of my heart. 

112 I have inclined mine neart to perform thy statutes 
alway, even unto the end. 


Bsvleouons uroN Psalm cxix., Parts xiii. and xtv. — The Word 
of God is the object of the believer’s love ; and ho has abundant 
reason to admire it, for it is the revelation of God’s mercy, 'and 
brings life and immortaUty to hght. Whatever knowledge we possess, 
we nevertheless are fools if we ore not savingly instructed out of the 
oracles of eternal truth. They who are taught of God, and interested 
in the unerring wisdom of Christ, shall never be destroyed by the 
craft, or oreroome by the power of their spiritual adversaries 0 
bow infinitely blessed are they who have the God of Jacob for their 
rehige ! Such is the Divine influenoe of the Qoml, {hat they who 
fiOO 


S S’fSS*? »«».«« hrf)ltjdly Jt 

laws • wWle they who endeavour to lead a holy 1^, *ow they taw 
laws, wnuo Mi^ -niirinfi tpf i'’V'infy fonus the foundation of holy 

“ TT mn^'oro tterwhoSa real delight in God's W; 
? roU it fuLshes enjoyment which the rich detaooies 

of a royal feast can never afford. 


PRAYEB. 

G od the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the eternal and 
self-existent Jehovah, we adore thee as the ^ of all 
wisdom, knowledge, and light. Glory to thy grax^w 
that the light of thy salvation shines in the midst of thy 
Church militant on earth, and that multitudes have this day 
seen thy light, and have rejoiced under the beams of thy 
saving grace. Eternal praises to our God and Father in 
Christ for the Holy Scriptures, on the pages of which the 
light of Divine wisdom and love shines with rays of peculiar 
glory. Illuminate our minds, Holy Spirit, by^means of thy 
Word read, and by means of thy Gospel preached ; then we 
shall be able to say, in the language of the inspired Psalmist, 
Thv Word is a light unto our feet, and a lamp unto our paths* 
O may thy Word prove to us as a sun, as a heavenly and 
unerring light, to guide us all the days of our earthly pil- 
grimage ; and as a lamp to lead us in safety through every 
dark niglit of affliction, and at last through the darkness of 
the valley of the shadow of death. 

Wc desire, O Lord, thankfully to recall to our remembrance 
tlie mercies of the past Sabbath, We thank thee for the 
sounding of the Gospel-trumpet, and for all the benefit which 
has been received under a preached Gospel. We thank thee 
for the assistance graciously afforded to thy servant who brake 
among us the bread of life, and who dispensed the oracles of 
‘ Divine truth. Enable him to take these instances of thy 
kindness as a token for good ; and as an evidence that thou 
hast sent him into the sacred office, and that thou wilt give 
to his labours the broad seal of thy blessing. We commit 
ourselves to the care of our heavenly Father this night. O 
preserve us from the terrors of the night, and from the pesti- 
lence that walketh in darkness. When we lie down, and when 
we rise up, may wc enjoy thy presence and care. When the 
night of death shall arrive, may all now before thee, and all 
our beloved relatives, fall asleep in Jesus; and, on the morning 
of the resurrection, may our bodies awake amid the songs of 
seraphim, and our souls and bodies united enter into the bouse 
not made with hands eternal in the heavens. 

Bless to us as a family the services of the day. We earnestly 
pray that our lives and conversation may furnish a plain and 
evident proof that we are improving under the means of grace. 
May we have spiritual delight in thy law and in thy Word ; 
may we enjoy comforting meditations on thy Gospel ; may we 
find thy words sweeter to our taste than honey; may we find 
ourselves growing in holiness and heavenly-mindedness^ and 
may we feel within an increasing admiration of Christ; then 
we shall have reason to conclude that the ordinances of thy 
house are accompanied with a saving influence from above* 
I^rd, give our children grace, that they may rej/Mn 
their feet fi^om every evil way, and be preserved from evdry 
snare which may be laid b^ore them to endanger their 
salvation. 

^ What are we, that wc are allowed to present tibese 
tions? O Lord our God, answer them in thy meroy, for 
Jesus^ sake, who loved us and died for us. 

Our Father which art in heavenj ftc* 



IfOETY-EIGSTH WBEK.-.MONDAY MOENING 


COHrORT TO BERBAVEO PARENTS. 
.Brockt, JFwm'tU Thought. Oi*owk. 


• V VB molimiQg saints, whose streaming tcara 
* Kow o’er your children dead, 

8ay not, in transports of despair. 

That bU your hopes are fled. 

2 While cleaving to the darling dust. 

In fond distesa ye lie, 

KisG, and with joy and reverence view 
A heavenly parent nigh. 


^ UeoDBibOE. 

ISAIAH LVI. 

Ble$$edneaa of pleating Qod, 

fimUS saith the Lord, Keep ye judgment, and do justice : 

for my salvation is near to come, and my righteousness to 
be revealed. 

2 Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man 
that la^eth hold on it ; that keepeth the sabbath from pol- 
luting it, iuid keepeth his hand from doing any evil. 

8 Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined 
himself to the Lord, speak, saying, Tlie Lord hath utterly 
separated me from his people: neither let the eunuch say, 
Behold, 1 am a dry tree. 

4 For thus saith the Lord unto the eunuchs that kec]) my 
sabbaths, and choose the things that please me, and take hold 
of my covenant ; 

5 Even unto them will I give in mine house and within my 
walls a place and a name better than of sons and of daughters : 
I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off. 

6 Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the 
Lord, to serve him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be 
his servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from pol- 
luting it, and taketh hold of my covenant; 

7 Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make 
them joyful in my house of prayer : their burnt offerings and 
their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine 
house shall be called an house of prayer for all people. 

8 The Lord God which gathereth the outcasts of Israel 
saith, Yet will I gather othet's to him, beside those that are 
gathered unto him. 

9 All ye beasts of the field, come to devour, yea, all yc 
beasts in the forest. 

10 His watchmen are blind : they are all ignorant, they are 
all dumb dogs, they cannot bark ; sleeping, lying down, loving 

to slumber. 

ISAIAH LVII. 

Righieoae cmd Wicked. 

rpHE righteous perisheth, and no man layetli it to heart: 

and merciful men are taken away, none considering that 
the righteous is taken away from the evil to come. 

2 He shall enter into peace : they shall rest in their beds, 
each one walking in his uprightness. 

15 For thus saith the high and lofty One that inliabitcth 
eternity, whose name is Holy ; I dwell in the high and holy 
place, with him also that ^ of a contrite and humble spirit, to 
teyivc the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of tlu» 
contrite ones, 

16 For I will not contend for ever, neither will 1 be always 
.wroth : for the spirit should fail before me, and the souls which 
1 have made. 

17 Few the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, and 
amote Hm : I hid me, and was wroth, and he went on 
firowiu^y in the wav of his heart. 

16 I haye seen his ways# wnA will heal him : I will lead 
him sliOi and restore comforts unto him and to his mourners. 

19 1 create the fruit of the lips ; Peace, peace to him that 
is far off, and to him that ie near, saith the Lord : and I will 
heal him. 


20 But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it 
cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. 

21 There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked. 

Refxrctiors upon Isaiah LVI., lvh. — Salvation! 0 the joyful 
sound!'* It is brought near to us in the Word of God, and in the 
sanctuary of God. It is brought near our eye. Have we admired 
its beauties ? It is brought near our ear. Have we received it into 
our hearts } The robe of righteousness has been placed before us in 
all its richness, loveliness, freencss, and merit. Have wo received 
Jesus as the Lord our righteousness? Valuable to his family, to 
society, and to tho Church of Christ, is the life of a righteous man. 
We should rejoice in tho continuance of such men on earth, wo 
should earnestly plead for their preservation ; and when holy men 
are removed by death, we should fervently supplicate the God of sal-’ 
ration to raise up others in their stead. 


PRAYER. 

TT7E bless thee. Father of mercies, for what we Iiave now 
YV read of the Word of eternal tnith; for the wholesome 
counsels, the salutary warnings, and the encouraging promises 
which have now been presented before ua. lu reading the 
Bible, may we believe that God actually speaks to us in hia 
Word ; and in hearing the Gospel, may we believe that we arc 
actually addressed in the preaching of the Word. Lord, 
enable us with devotional solemnity to adore thee in the 
words of inspiration we have now read. Thou, O God of sal- 
vation, art the high and lofty One that inhabitest otemity, 
whose name is Holy. Thou dwellest in the high and holy 
place ; with him also that is humble and of a contrite spirit, 
to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of 
the contrite ones. Lord, give us the humility of unfeigned 
piety, and give us the contrition of unfeigned repentance; 
then shall we have the pleasing evidence, confirmed by thine 
own promise, that wc arc honoured by the Divine presence, 
and that our abode is the residence of the God of Jacob. 

Wc bless thee, O Lord, for the sleep, refreshment, and pro- 
tection of the past night. Continue with us this day the 
watchful care of thy providence. Suffer us not to discover a 
sinful desire for worldly objects ; and, in all our dealings with 
mankind, may we ever manifest tliat rectitude which flows 
from the fear of God and love to Christ. Preserve us from 
every snare, and give us that degree of prosperity in our 
temporal calling which will tend to promote thy glory and 
our good. 

Give us thy Spirit, that we may be enabled at all times to 
keep judgment and do justice. Thy salvation has visited our 
world, and has been proclaimed in our hearing. O let that 
salvation be ours, and let tby righteousness be savingly re- 
vealed to our souls. 

Teach our dear children and sei^ants to sanctify the Sabbath, 
O suffer no temptation to take them from thy sanctuary, or tc 
alienate them from thine ordinances. 

Have mercy on parents who are l)ereaved of children, and 
on those who are deprived of all their children. O give them 
the rich consolations of religion, and convince them that, if 
they keep thy Sabbath, arid choose the things that please th^, 
and take hold of thy covenant, thou wilt most assuredly give 
to them In thine house and within thy walls in the new Jeru- 
salem above, a place and a name better than of sons and of 
daughters, even an everlasting name, that shall never be cut 
off. , . 

Sanctify the death of thy saints to surviving relatives. 
Raise up others in their room, to prove as great ornaments m 
they have been to thy Gospel, atm as great blessings to thy 
cause. 

Hear these our imperfect prayers, and forgive our sins, for 
Jesus onr Mediator’s sake. Amen. 


F0ETY«H16H.T1{ WEEK.— MONDAY EVENING. 


voummioK with 000 and ohrist. 

$imon Sarltarcuffh. Miand, 

1 heavenly Father colls, 

^ And Christ invites us near ; 

The Spirit mohes our friendship sweet, 
And our communion dear. 

2 Jesus, our living head, 

We bless thy faithful care ; 

Our advocate before the throne, 

And our forerunner there. 

3 The Spirit gives new life. 

And prayer and praise inspires ; 

*Tis ho who plucks the worthless brands 
From the devouring fires. 


Doodridcr. 


oTcrlasting Ood. They were htowed who mw ^ 
and beaded. And blessed are we, if we say m faith, 
SavinTiiot «M3n, we love; ia whom, 

ret believing wo rejoice with joy unapeokabl^ Wd ^ of glo^. 
St M iriTe* ourselves no rest, tiU we can utter thew premus 
SprcBsions with unfeigned md lov^ 

is the life! As God, “iu him we live; as M^iator, he u ^e 
author of life spiritual and eternal. 0 may ^ /J* 

“ i-esurrcetion and the life I” How infinitely is the Gospel ^pted 
to our case! Wo ore guilty: it presents Jesus aa the,I<«d our 
righteousness.” Wo need an intercessor before hea-^ s^ne; 
it reveals Jesus as the great Intercessor, and informs ua that he u 
willing to plead our c«u.,e. May it be our happiness to wy m ^th. 
“ Wo know in whom we have believed, and are persuM^ ^at how 
able to keep that which wo have committed to him agtunst that day. 


1 JOHN I. 

7%e JVord of Life, 

rilHAT which was from the beginning, wliieli we have lieard, 
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked 
upon, and our hands have handled, of the Wcrd of life ; 

2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen i/, and 
bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was 
with the Father, and was manifesteil unto us ;) 

3 That which we have seen and heard declare wc unto you, 
that ye also may have fellowship with ua: and truly our 
fellowship f# with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may 
be full. 

6 This then is the message which we have hoard of liim, 
and declare unto you, that Ood is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all. 

6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in 
darkness, wc lie, and do not the truth : 

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, wc liavo 
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son clcanseth us from all sin. 

8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not iu us. 

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
otir sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

10 If we say that wc have not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us. 

1 JOHN II. 

The A dvocate, 

little children, these things write I unto you, that ye 
sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 

2 And he is the propitiation for our sins : and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins o/the whole world. 

8 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep 
his commandments. 

4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his com- 
mandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 

6 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of 
God perfected : hereby know we that we arc in him. 

6 He that saith he abideth iu him ought himself also so to 
walk, even as he walked. 

7 Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but 
an dll comtnandment which ye had from the beginning. The 
old commandment is the word which ye have heard from the 
beginning. 

1 Again, a new commandment I write unto yon, which 
thing is true in him and in you : because the darkness is past, 
and the true light now shineth. 

9 Ho that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, 
is in darkness even until now. 

fimaoiroirs ttpok I Jomr i., n.^-^We should erer think with 
adoring love of Jesus, who iu his Divinity is everla^g to 
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PRAYER. 

O GOD of heaven and of earth, the Father of mercies^ tV)U 
arfc light, and in thee there is no darkness at Thou 
art the light of angels and of men. Thou art the light of the 
Church militant on earth, and the light of the Church tritw* 
pliant in heaven. W^e adore thee as the author of that divine 
light which shines upon the pages of inspiration, and that 
saving light which shines in the souls of all thy regenerated 

people. . . 

Wc acknowledge the miserable state of spintual ignorance, 
darkness, and folly in which we have been left by the fall and 
apostasy of Adam. If the eyes of our understanding have 
been opened to see the light of spiritual dav, we praise and 
adore that sovereign grace which has bestowed on us a blessing 
so distinguished and precious. If no ray of saving light has yet 
entered into our souls, we humbly supplicate our God to open 
our blind eyes, and make us to see the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Wo pray 
that each one of our family may be enabled to say spiritually, 
in the language of tho man whom our Saviour miraculously 
restored to sight, One thing I know : onfcc I was blind, now 
I see. 

‘ Convince our beloved children thaty spiritually considered, 
they are born blind, Su^er not Satan, who is the god of this 
world, any longer to keep them in this state. Holy Spint, 
open their eyes, that the light of the glorious Gospel qf God 
may shine unto them. 

Merciful God, wo supplicate the pardon of the sins of the 
past day, and of our past lives. Blessed be God, thaf a just 
God may perform an act of the greatest mercy in pardoning 
tlie guilty through the righteousness of the great advocate, 
Jesus Christ. Glory to tho unmerited grace of God, that, if 
any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ, tlic righteous. 0 for that faith by which we shall be 
able to say with joy, He is the propitiation for our sins ; and 
not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world. We 
thank a gracious rrovidenco for the mercies of the day. 0, 
thou who art the founder and tho benefactor of families, bless 
our family. O thou God of Jacob, make this house a Bethc4i 
and here may thou delight to dwell. And if any before thee 
shall be the heads of other iamilies, may their families be, 
blest of him by whom all the families of the tarth alone can > 
be blessed. May we lie down on our beds this night in tnm- 
quillity and peace. May we lie down at peace with Gted, and 
having our minds warmed with benevolence toward the whple; 
human race. Protect us during the defenceless hours of slccgp ; 
and may we live to see the light of another day, rfjjotoing 
the loving-kindness of God, and prepared to enter npon its 
duties with alaority and seal. Every day may our fellowtdMp 
be with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ | and now 
may we have that life of grace which will be follow^ by a life 
of glory in the skies. All we ask is for the Mediator’s takeu 
to whom be glory, both now and for ever. Amen. 



ItoBTY-KlOHTH WBl8K.-WB8iJAt MO&Kim 


VMinrcOBSSm TASTS. 

M mnSiat. A«Um«. UwiMt. un, 

I jV^BSKBSIatorereigamotoygoae? 

^ nation’s God withdrawn ? 

That flttough long yeaw she ahould complain 
She and mouniBi and cries in vain r 
- $ ^ heard, thine eye hath seen, 

!»ttt Ht^t hath spread a cloud between ; 

And, rising stiU rofore thy fiice, 

Ave^ thy long entreated grace. ‘ 

3 Din>el that doud by rays Divino, 

And cause thv cheering face to shine ; 

Ouf land s hall shout from shore to shore, 

And dread encroaching foes no more. Duuoridox. 

ISAIAH LVIII. 

ffypoeriay reproved. 

I^RY aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, ami 
^ shew my people their transgression, and the house of 
Jacob their sins. 

H Yet they seek mo daily, and delight to know my ways, 
as a nation ^at did righteousness, and forsook not the ordi- 
nance of their God : they ask of me the ordinances of justice; 
th^ take delight in approaching to God. 

8 Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not? 
wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no know- 
ledge? Behold, in the day of your fast ye find pleasure, and 
exact all your labours. 

4 Behold, ye fast for strife and debate, and to smite with 
the fist of wickedness ; ye shall not fast as ye do this day, to 
make your voice to be heard on high. 

6 Is it such a fast that 1 have chosen ? a day for a man to 
afflict his soul ? is it to bow down his head as a bulrush, and 
to spread sackcloth and ashes under him ? wilt thou call this 
a fast, and an acceptable day to the Lord ? . 

6 Is not this the fast that 1 have chosen? to loose the 
bands wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let 
the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke ? 

7 is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou 
bring the poor that arc cast out to thy house ? when thou 
seest the naked, that thou cover him ; and that thou hide not 
thyself from thine own flesh? 

8 Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and 
thine health shall spring forth speedily : and thy righteous- 
ness shall go before thee ; the glory of the Lord shall be thy 
fereward.. 

0 Then.shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer; thou 
shalt cry, and ho shall say, Here I am. If thou take away 
from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the 
finger, and speaking vanity ; 

10 And thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy 
the afflicted soul ; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and 
thy darkness he as the noon day : 

11 And the Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy 
thy soi4. iu drought, and make fat thy bones : and thou shalt 
bo lUie a waterea garden, and like a spring of water, whose 

&il not. 

id And iA^ that shall be of thee shall build the old waste 
idaees: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many gene- 
ratUms ; and thou shalt' be called, The repairer of the breach. 
The r0^ref of paths to dwell in. 

I^aiSJSOTOVi uroiT isAUH LVici. — ^Afieotiou, foithMness, and 
esmestoess, ore essentially nooossary to qualify ministers for pre- 
amitinff beto si&ners a just acooimt of their gout, their danger, and 
the osly by ijvMoh their natures mav be renewed, their pol- 

lution wsihed aiMr, ^eir guilt removed, and the ex^oment of Qod*s 
feUowridp restoiM. Ihe state, of those profesaors is trulv to be 
dqdMod who have a delight in ikecutwaifiobservaaDeof oxmnsn^ 


but who have no ddight in the God of ordinanoes ; who have s 
delight in the mdody of pndse, but who take no pleasure in the 
object of religious aaorati^« Oormpted in the extreme are the 
hearts of men who peifbxm the outward rites of religion for the 
purpose merely of obtaining temporal advanta^, and who have no 
reg^ for God’s glory, the extension of the kingdom of Christ, or 
the spiritual interest of their never-dying souls. From suoh dese- 
cration of ordinances may God ijreserve us, and mav our characters 
never be stained nor our souls ixgured by a sin of such enormity, and 
of so deep a dye. Mortification of the body, fiom sacred motives, 
greatly tends to subdue the corruptions and the pride of the soul. 
Otherwise, the greatest mortifications can only fiow from pride and 
from a self-righteous spirit ; and thus produce upon the heart ike 
most pernicious and fatal effects. 

PRAYER 

^ LORD our God, we would draw near thjr throne under 
" deep and lively impressions of thy majesty and love. 
Enable us to address thee as our Father in heaven, with the 
loving confidence of children, looking up to thee for accept- 
ance in the Beloved. 

We adore thee as the Alpha and the Omega, the first and 
the last ; as the blessed and only potentate, the King of kings, 
before whom the kings and princes of the earth are only as 
grasshoppers, their armies as chaff, and the nations over which 
they reign as the small dust of the balance. Thou knowest 
our thoughts and purposes afar off. Thou oorapassest our 
path, and our lying down, and art acquainted with all our 
ways. Thou art a heart-searching God. It is impossible for 
thee, O Lord, to be satisfied with services and sacrifices which 
are only outward, and not acoompanied with devotion of the 
heart. The sin of formality and hypocrisy is peculiarly hateful 
in thy sight. 

Enable thy ministers to be more and more faithful in 
showing the people of their charge their transgressions. Let 
them not be prevented or discouraged by the fear of man. By 
the operation of the fear of God may the fear of man bo extin- 
guished in the bosom. Lord, preserve us from the sin of 
formality and hypocrisy. When we confess sin with the lips, 
may we really mourn over sin with the heart. When we seek 
grace with our lips, may we hunger and thirst for it with our 
hearts. Lord, instruct us in spiritual fasting and humiliation. 
May we never imagine that they consist in bowing down the 
head like a bulrush, or in any other external acts of apparent 
grief. Convince rulers that they are strangers to true repent- 
ance unless they show evident signs of mercy and compassion, 
such as loosing the bands of wickedness, undoing heavy 
burdens, setting the oppressed at liberty, giving bread to the 
hungry, and clothing the naked, and not hiding themselves 
from their own flesh. 

Lord, bestow evangelical repentance on each member of this 
famUy. Open our eyes to see that there is an infinite evil in 
sin, and that it is infinitely offensive to a holjr and righteous 
God. Teach us to mourn over the sins of childhood, youth, 
and riper years. Affect us, O Jesus, with the evil of sin, when 
we think of the overwhelming and unparalleled sufferings thou 
didst endure to take away the sins of men. 

Lord, teach our children the lesson if true rep^iance ; 0 
convince them that early repentance will prevetU innumerable 
sins and innumerable sorrows ,• and may our servants fear 
thy name. 

Lord, make us a holy family; then we shall have tby 
guidance continually, and we shall be like a watered garden, 
and like a spring of water whose waters fidj not. 

We praise thee for the comfortable rest of the past night. 
Assist us in aU ^ duties iucumbent upon us this day. Every 
day may we grow most fit to live and more prepared to die. 

Ixurd, hear our andi forgive our sins, for Jfssus* sake, 

who is our Prophet, Priest^ and King. Amen. 
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BOETY-EIGHTH WEBK.--TUBSDAY EVENING. 


THE WOELO’e three CHIEF TEMPTATIONS. 

/ordtm't Batikt. Orove Home* c. x. 

1 WHEN in the light of faith Bivino 

We look on things below, 

Honour, and gold, oud Benauol joy, 

How vain and dangerous too. 

2 Honour’s a puff of noisy breath ' 

Yet men expose their blood, 

And venture everlasting death, 

To gain that airy good- 

3 Whilst others starve the noblet mirul, 

And feed on shining dust. 

They rob the serpent of his food, 

To indulge a sordid lust. 

WiTTS, 101, i?. II. 

1 JOHN II. 

Temptoitiotu of (he World. 

H e that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there 
is none occasion of stumbling in him. 

11 But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and 
walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goetb, 
because that darkness hath blinded his eyes. 

12 I write unto you, little children, because your sins are 
forgiven you through his name’s sake. 

13 I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known liim 
that is from the beginning. I write unto you, young men, 
because ye have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, 
little children, because ye have known the Father. 

14 I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known 
him that is from the beginning. I have written unto you, 
young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God 
abideth in you, and yc have overcome the wicked one. 

15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 
world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him. 

16 For all that is in the world, the lust of tlie flesh, and 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, 
but is of the world. 

17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: hut 
he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 

18 Little children, it is the last time : and as ye have heard 
that antichrist shall come, even now are there many anti- 
christs ; whereby we know that it is the last time. 

19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if 
they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with 
us : but they went out, that they might be made manifest that 
they were not all of us. 

20 But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know 
all things. 

21 I have not written unto you because ye know not tlie 
truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 

22 Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the 
Christ? he is autichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. 

23 Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the 
Father, [du/] he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father 
also* 

24 Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard 
from the beginning. If that which ve have heard &om the 
bqginitfng shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the 
Son, and in the Father. 

26 And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even 
etemd life. 

26 These things have I written unto you concerning them 
that seduce you. 

27 But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth 
in you, and ye need not that any man teach you : but as the 
same anointing teacheth you of ^1 things, ana is truth, and is 
uo lie, and even as it hath taught you, yo shall abide in him. 
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Refleotons trpoR 1 John ii.-Divine love w ever^mpa^ 
by Bivine Hght. That man enjoys the si^w of 0^ whose ui^^ 
standing is enlightened by spintual knowledge, whoye heart ts 
warmed with Christiim love. Enmity reig^ in the souls of 
generate men, and it is associated with the darknou w sp^tuu 
f death. And if mercy prevent not, darkness now bMI be followed 
j by the gloom of endless despair. Happy, pocmiarly happy, lue the 
young, whoso youthful hearts ore the subjects of gtnoe ; and wim have 
' just mason, from their sanctilied nature, to believe t^t their sms, 
i through a Saviour's merit, are forgiven, blotted out, and remembered 
no more. Valuable in its place is the knowledge of vanous soiences, 

I which regard God’s wonderful works ; but even this we should count 
■ loss when compared “ with the excellency of the knowledge of Hhrist 
Jesus our Lord.” The world in its wealth, pleasures, and honours, 
is an idol which tons of thousands worship, and by which tens of 
thousands have perished. May that idol never receive the homage 
and worship of our hearts, and may Jesus reign for ever upon tile 
throne of our affections ! 

PRAYER. 

O UR Father who art in heaven, and whose compassion and 
grace exceed all limits, thou art God over all, blessed for 
evermore. Who in the heavens can be compared unto thee I 
or wlio among the sons of the mighty can be likened unto 
tlicc ! Thy goodness, O Lord, is boundless as immensity, and 
endless as eternity. We approach thee in our great Re- 
deemer’s name. 

Thou art the Holy One. So holy art thou, that the 
heavens are not clean in thy sight. How vile and abominable, 
then, must our falleii, corrupted natures appear before the eyes 
of thy sj)otle88 purity I Glory to thy name, that thou art 
willing to take our polluted hearts, overspread with the defor- 
mity of sin, and to adorn them with the beauty of holiness. 
By the righteousness of thy Son, may wc be rendered comely 
in the eye of Divine justice ; and by the communication of the 
graces of thy 8])irit majr wc be rendered comely in the eyes of 
thy holiness. Lord, give us an unction from the Holy One; 
then shall the corruptions of our heart begin to wither and 
* (lie, and then shall the plants of heavenly disposition and 
affection spring up in sacred luxuriance, and bring forth the 
fruits of righteousness. O give us the unction from the Holy 
One ; then shall wc know all things necessary for life and 
godliness and immortality. 

Wc thank thee, O Lord, for all the instances of thy pi;ovi- 
dential goodness this day. Write the law of gratitude upon 
our hearts in lines deep and indelible. As every day is bring- 
ing us a day nearer eternity, may each day be bringing us 
a day nearer heaven. O tcaclf us so to number our aays, as 
to apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

Bless to our souls the Word of Divine truth we have now | 
read. By thy spirit may it shed heavenly light upon our 
understandings, and enkindle Divine love in our hearts. 
Convince us that our religion is vain, if wo live in the indul- 
gence of the passions of enmity and envy. 

Lord, liavc mercy on little children ; and, with thmr ex- 
panding faculties, may they receive the saving knowledge of 
God as the God of salvation ; have mercy oii fathers — ^on those 
who have reached the evening of their days, and may 
.savingly know Jesus, who is from the beginning, and who 
alone can comfort their hearts while bowing down to meet the 
grave. Have mercy on young men, and enable them to 
overcome the wicked one. 

Bless our dear children, and carefully preserve them from 
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eye, and the pride 
Itfe. Make our servants holy* 

May all of us be delivered from the love of the iforid, and 
may our souls be filled with the love of Christ, v^ho is the 
ehiefest among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely* 

O hear and answei^ our prayem, for the Saviouris sake. Ameu. 


30KTY.BIQHTH WEEK.— WH>NESBAY MOBKING. 


CBHIST^S COMMISSION. 

Oompiudon^ nnikmd. SvU<m. 1.1,, 

^ 1? triumphant songs 

*To to immortal tune ; 

Let &e wide earth resound the deeds 
Celestial graee has done. 

2 Sing how eternal love 
Its chief beloved choSe^ 

And hid him raise our wretched rnc(> 

, From their abyss of woes. 

3 His hand no thunder bears, 

Nor terror clothes his brow; 

No bolts to drive our guilty souls 
To fiercer fiames below. Watte, 104, ii //. 

ISAIAH LIX. 

B WTirvT*f\ "L T ffenercU Depravity. 

iSHOLD, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it can- 
not save ; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear : 

2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your 
God, and your sins have hid hU face from you, that he will 
not hear. 

8 For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers 
with iniquity ; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue hath 
muttered perverseness. 

4 None c^leth for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth : they 
tanut in vanity, and speak lies ; they conceive mischief, and 
bnng forth iniquity. 

9 Therefore is judgment far from us, neither doth justice 
overtake us: we wait for light, but behold obscurity; for 
brightness, but we walk in darkness. 

10 We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as 
if we had no eye^: we stumble at noon day as in the night; 
we are in desolate places as dead men. 

12^ For our transgressions arc multiplied before thee, and 
our sins testify against us : for our transgressions are with us ; 
and ae for our iniquities, we know them ; 

18 In transgressing and lying against the Lord, and de- 
parting away from our God, speaking oppression and revolt, 
conceiving and uttering from the heart words of falsehood. 

14 And judgment is turned away backward, and justice 
standeth afar off : for trutli is fallen in the street, and equity 
cannot enter. 

15 Yea, truth faileth; and he that departeth from evil 
maketh himself a prey: and the Lord saw it, and it dis- 
pleased him that there was no judgment. 

16 And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that 
there was no intercessor : therefore his arm brought salvation 
unto him ; and his righteousness, it sustained him. 

17 For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an hel- 
met of salvation upon his head; and he put on the garments, 
of vengeance /or clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloke. 

18 According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay, fury 
to his adversaries, recompence to his enemies; to the islands 
he will repay recompence. 

19 So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the west, 
and his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy 
sliidl come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up 
a standi^ against him. 

20 Aiad the Bedeemer shall come to Zion, and unto thorn 
that tifrn from trans^ssion in Jacob, saith the Lord. 

21 As for me, tl^ is my covenant with them, saith the 
TjOto; iq^irit that is upon thee, and my words which 1 
liave put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, 
nor cf the mqulh of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of tliy 
seed's sairii the Lord, from henceforth and for ever. 

RKixtotioHS inpoir Ismn wx. — Difficulties, trials, sufferii^, and 
:oiiteitis, are cscmected Wifli the believer's journey through the wU- 


domesB of this world; but he eqjoys the unspeakable plessat^ of 
having a Father's grarious and almighty arm on which to lean, and 
a Father’s gracious ear into which he may pour his cries and sup- 
plications. Kay this privilsto be ours ! It should be our oonsttot 
prayer to be prosorved from the love and commission of sin, which 
separates from God’s fellowship and smiles, and which exposes to 
his fatherly displeasuro and frowns. — ^How a^cting and meknoholy- 
it is to cost our eyes over the family of man, and see tho universal 
alienation of our race from God, manifesting itself in ten thousand 
forms; but more especially in acts of cruelty, falsehood, profanity, 
and injustice ! The great and the mighty, who should bo exanmles 
of every virtue, ore in many instances examples of every vice. May 
tho punfying influence 01 tho Gospel soon overspread tho earth, 
then wo shall see a holy, renovated world ! Amon. 

PRAYER. 

lyrOST merciful Jehovah, after the enjoyment of the con- 
tinued displays of thy providential goodness and care 
during another night, we desire, in humble dependence on 
thy Holy Spirit, and in the name of Jesus, to come before 
thee in the exercise of worship and of prayer, to acknowledge 
and adore thee as the Lord our God. Thou art glorious aa 
the former of the universe, in its infinite variety of worlds and 
beings ; but thy glory shines with peculiar splendour as tho 
God of salvation. Wc tliank thee for an opportunity of 
adoring thee in the language of the inspired prophet : Behold, 
the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save ; neither 
his ear heavy, that it cannot hear. 

Blessed Spirit, enable us now to make a penitential acknow- 
ledgment of our own sins, and of the sins of our nation. Our 
iniquities have separated between us and our God ; and our 
sins have hid thy face from us. If at any time our prayers 
have remained unanswered, we acknowledge it has been the 
merited punishment of our wilful and presumptuous trans- 
gressions. Wc confess, and we would do it with grief, that 
as a nation our sins are of a nature peculiarly aggravated in 
thy sight. The hands of multitudes are defiled with blood, 
and their fingers with iniquity; their lips have spoken lies, 
and their tongue liath uttered perverseness. How few, alas I 
are guided by justice ! how few plead for truth I they trust in 
vanity and speak lies ; they conceive mischief, and bring forth 
iniquity. Wo confess, O Lord, that, in lying against the 
Lord and departing from our God, by speaking oppression 
and uttering from the heart words of falsehood, our nation 
has offended thee, and provoked thy displeasure. Thou hast 
seen these things, O Lord, and it hath displeased thee that 
there is no judgment. 

O gracious God, deal not with our nation as we deserve for 
these our numerous and grievous sins. We pray that the 
waters of salvation may overspread our laqd, and that all the 
inhabitants may drink and live for ever. Though the enemy 
has come in like a flood, and presumptuously displayed his 
banners over the breadth and the length of the land, may the 
spirit of the Lord, by the influence of a preached Gospel, lift 
up a standard against him. 

Glory to thy name, O Jesus, that when thqro was none to 
help, and when thou sawest there was no intercessor, thou 
didst pity ruined man, and thine own arm brought salvation 
unto thee, and thy righteousness sustained thee. 

Have mercy on our children, and make thy covenant with 
them. Give them thy spirit; then thy words shall not depart 
out qf their mouth. 

This day may wc be directed by thy wisdom, in our 
thoughts, words, and actions. Assist us in all the lawful 
duties and business of life. Let it be our blessedness to do 
all to thy glory. 

Forgive our sins and hear our prayers, for the Redeemer’s 
sake. Amen, 

4 Q iWft 



POUTY-BIGHTH WEIK.— WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


ADOPTION. 

UUdldm, Bgpm. Hew SagU ^ e. m . 

1 WEiHOLB, what wondrous grace 
^ The Father has bestowed 

On surneiB of a mortal race, 

To call thorn sons of Qod ! 

2 ’Fis no surprising things 
That wo should be unknown ; 

The Jewish world knew not thoir king, 

God's everlasting Bon. 

3 Nor doth it yet appear 
How great wo must be made ; 

Tint when wo see our Saviour here, 

Wo shall bo like our head. 

4 A hope BO much Divino 
May trials well endure, 

May purge our souls from sense and sin, 

As Christ the Lord is pure. 

Watts, 64, B . 1 


1 JOHN III. 

The Love of Qod to Ida People. 

X)£IiOLD, what mauner of love llie Father hath hestow'ed 
upon US, that wo should be called the sons of God ; there- 
fore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 

2 Beloved, now arc we the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be : but wc know that, when he shall 
appear, we shall be like him ; for we shall see him as he is. 

8 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth him- 
self, even as he is pure. 

4j Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law : 
for sin is the transgression of the law. 

^ 6 And yo know that he was manifested to take away our 
sms ; and m him is no sin. 

6 Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not : whosoever sin- 
neth hath not seen him, neither known him. 

7 Little children, let no man deceive you ; he that doeth 
righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. 

^ 8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil 
Binneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of 
God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the 
devil. 

9 Whosoever^ is born of God doth not commit sin ; for his 
i*emaineth in him ; and he cannot sin, because he is born 

of God. 

10 In this the children of God are manifest, and the chil- 
dron of the devil : whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of 
God, neither he that loveth not his brother. 

11 For this is the message that ye heard from the begin- 
ning, that we should love one another. 

13 Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his 
brother. And wherefore slew he liim? Because his own 
works were evil, and his brother’s righteous. 

brethren, if the world hate yon. 

14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, bc- 
«»u8e we love the brethren. He that loveth not hit brother 
abideth m death. 

16 Whosoever hateth hia brother is a murderer ; and ye 
know rtat no murderer hath etemd life abiding in him, 

we the love of God. because he laid 

thebrethren ‘ ^ 

world’s good, and seeth his brother 

hST ^ compunon from 

nim, how dwelleth the love of God in him ? 

Enra^ons vrpv ni.--How infinitely great the tappi- 

love'rf redeemed in heaven! for^&e 

^ leather, Son; and Spm^ is the constant suljeot of their 


praise. It hath not entered, and it cannot eatoiato the h^ 
believers here below, what God hath pr^a^ m haavw for mi 
adopted children, the objects of his uxxohaaging love. Whot ttwy 
shall be as to mental enlargement* ns to punty, M to wisdom and 
intelligence, as to blessedness and enjoyment, as to fellowshm and 
employment, and as to dignity and glory/ no imagination of man 
con possibly conceive. Bo we stand to Christ in^ the rmati^i of 
sons r Are our hopes of heaven the genuine creation of tao Holy 
Spirit ? The reality of our sonship, and the sinoenty of our hope, 
wiU. bo manifested by the holiness of our lives. I‘ 
to a holy heaven, wo show that we ore heirs of the <nty that ham 
foundations, by loving, practising, and following afto 
without which no man can see the Xoi^. May the love of God 
rfiiflrn in our hearts, then holiness will shine in our lives ! 


PRAYER. 

D ivine saviour, we adore and praise thee for thy bound* 
less love. Thy love brought thee from heaven to earths 
Thy love to lost ana ruined men. nrevailed on thee to become 
a man of sorrows and acquaintca with grief, that they might 
enjoy rivers of pleasures for evermore. Thy love led thee to 
Calvary's cross, where thou didst die, surrounded by the dark 
clouds of thy Father's wrath, that men might live for ever jn 
the enjoyment of Jehovah's smiles. Hereby we perceive thy 
Divine, thy matchless love, because thou didst lay down thy 
life for us. May thine unmerited love to us teach us to love 
one another. As thou didst die for us, may we be willing to 
endure sufferings for the brethren. As thou didst become 
poor for us, O make us willing to communicate of our sub- 
stance with the greatest readiness, that we may relieve the 
necessities of suffering saints. 

Lord, touch the hearts of those professors who are enjoying 
an abundance of earthly things, but whose minds are insen- 
sible to emotions of compassion and pity. Convince them of 
their state, their sins, their danger. 0 let those solemn words 
most deeply and powerfully affect their hearts : But whoso 
Jiath this world's good, and sceth his brother have need, and 
shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth 
the love of God in him 1 If there are any of us, or any of 
our dear relatives, bound fast by the chains of avarice, Lord, 
accomplish a saving change, and may the love of Christ soon 
expel this destroying and heart-withering passion from the 
soul. 


we acKnowicage tnat we are by nature the children of 
Satan ; by grace may we be made the children of God. Teach 
us seriously to inquire, Are we tjie children of God? If we 
are not thy children by regeneration, O mercifully perfoith 
an act of distinguished grace, and admit us into thy family. 
Blessed, blessed shall we be, if we are enabled to sing with 
thine inspired servant, Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed on us, that we should be calM the 
sons of God. 

O make our children thy children. Give them and our 
servants the washing of regeneration; and let their tire$ and 
characters show that they are indeed born again. 

Lord, comfort all thy people, and in particular thine aged> 
araicted saints, vnth the prospect of that blessed change l^ieh 
awaits them in a future world. Enable them, with ftith Und 
*^®lody, to sing that song, Beloved, now are w6 the ions 
of God ; and it doth not yet appear what we shall he : but we 
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like hUdi for 
we shall see him as he is. 

We thank thee for the mercies of the past day# that we 
are still the monuments of mercy, and tW we aw atiU the 
prisoners of hope. Lord of life, keep us this night. Mat we 
sleep m peace and awake in safety. ^ ^ ^ 

Sanctify the observance of this domestic at&iawce, hear our 
prayers, and forgive our sins, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amem 



10BTY.BIQHm WEEK.— taURSDi^t HOENINO. 


raS BTULAaTlNO LIGHT. 
OwNdtoi A9oee4 Sminffitm, Maidtt<me. 

^ lamps of heaven, ferweU. 

with all your feeble light ; 

IFarewell, thou ever-changing moon, 

Ifale empress of the night. 

9 AM thorn refhlgent orb of day, 

In brighter flames arrayed, 

My soul, that springs beyond thy sphere, 
iXo more demands thine aid. 
d Ye stars are but the shining dust 
Of my divine abode, 

The pavement of those heavenly courts, 
Where I shall reign with God. j 


Doodbioob. 


ISAIAH LX. 


Ood the Olory of the Church, 

A BISE, shine ; for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee. 

2 For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross 
darkness the people ; but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and 
bis glory shall be seen upon thee. 

8 And the Gentiles snail come to thy light, and kings to 
the brijghtness of thy rising. 

4 Lut up thine eyes round about, and sec : all they gather 
themselves together, they come to thee : thy sons sliall come 
from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. 

6 Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart 
shall fear, and be enlarged ; because the abundance of the sea 
shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall 
come unto thee. 

6 The multitude of camels shall cover thee, the drome- 
dfaries of Midian and Ephah; all they from Sheba shall 
come : they shall bring gold and incense ; and they shall 
shew forth the praises of the Lord. 

7 All the floclcs of Kcdar shall be gathered together unto 
thee, the rams of Nebaioth shall minister unto thcc: they 
shaU come up with acceptance on mine altar, and 1 will glorily 
the house of my glory. 

5 Who are ^ese that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to 
their windows ? 

9 Surely the isles shall wait for mq, and the ships of 
Tarshish first, to bring thy sons from far, their silver and their 
gold with them, unto the name of the Lord thy God, and to 
the Holy One of Israel, because he hath glorified thee. 

10 Aud the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and 
their kings shall minister unto thee : for in my wrath 1 smote 
thee, but in my favour have I had mercy on thee. 

11 Therefore tbv gates shall bo open continually; they 
shall not be shut day nor night ; that men may bring unto 
thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings may be 
brought. 

12 For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee 
ifliall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted. 

13 The g^ory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, 
the jane and the box together, to beautify the place of 
my sanctuary ; and I will make the place of my feet glorious. 

14 The eons also of them that afflicted thee shml come 
bending unto thee ; and all they that despised thee shall bow 
themsmTca down at the soles of thy feet ; and they shall call 
thee. The city of tihe Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of 
IsridL 

15 Whereae thou hast been forsaken and hated, so that no 
man went through thee, I wiU make thee an eternal excellency, 
a joy of many gmieorations. 

16 Thou shalt also sudk the milk of the Gentiles, and shalt 
buck the breast of kii^ t and thou shalt know that I the Lord 
am thy Savidtir and thy Redeemer, the mighty one of Jacob. 


BionuBOXXoirs ttfor laxiAit Lx.-- 7 -It is only in the firmament of ine 
I Church where the lig^t of salvation and of the glory of God in the 
ihoe of Jesus shines. Paganism overspreads the nations with im- 
penetrable darkness; the Goi^ enli^ht^s nations with the glorious 
brightness of Divine knowled^, holmess, and peace. Has that light 
shone into our hearts ? Have we passed flom the darkness of a 
natural state, and have we been introduced into the kingdom of 
light, of life, and of joy ? Let us pity from our heart pagan nations 
sitting in tho darkness of ignorance, idolatry, and death. And lot 
us rejoice that this darkness shall bo dispelled, and that tho time 
shall, come, fixed by heaven’s meroiM and immutable decree, that 
all nations shall see Christ’s glory, when ** the Sun of righteousness 
shall riso upon them with healing in his wings.” 


PEAYBB. 

^ LOED, thou art the Saviour, the Eedeemer, and the 
^ mighty one of Jacob. Be to us our Saviour and our 
Redeemer ; and by our deliverance from our spiritual, nume- 
rous, and powerful enemies, may we savingly and experi- 
mentally laiow that thou art the mighty one of Jacob. Thou, 
O God of salvation, art the light of thy Church, and thou wilt 
conduct her iu safety through this wilderness to thy heavenly 
kingdom, where thy people shall be for ever surrounded with 
the light of Divine and immortal blessedness. 

Wc adore thee, O Jesus, as Zion’s King. Thou art placed 
upon her throne, and thy reign wiU bring infinite glory to the 
Divine perfections, and infinite prosperity to thy Church. Let 
not tliy Church be cast down amid outward discouragements. 

Enable her to shako off her fears ; to arise, and by the light 
of prophecy to see tho glory which awaits her in « future days. 
Wc adore thcc, O Immanuel, for all that thou hast done for 
thy Church, and for the extension of thy spiritual kingdom in 
our day. We lament that spiritual and moral darkness still 
covers the larger proportion of the earth, and that gross dark- 
ness covers the people. Arise, O Sun of righteousness, on 
these dark and benighted regions, and let the glory of thy 
salvation and of thy grace be seen among them. Great Re- 
deemer, cause the Gentile nations to come to thy light, and 
all their kings to come to the brightness of thy rising. May 
wc as a family come to thy light, and behold the brightness 
of thy rising. O sufier not one indiridual among us to remain 
in the darkness of spiritual death. 

Taka our children, and unite them to thy spiritual king* 
dom, 0 bring them under thy mediatorial government, and 
let their minds be filled with the light of thy salvation. 

Graciously fulfil the great and gracious promises thou hast 
made respecting the conversion of heathen lands. Lot the 
abundance of the sea be converted unto Christ, and let the 
numerous forces of the Gentiles be added unto tby Church. 
Persuade multitudes to flee to the Gospel standard, as doves 
flee to their windows. 

We rejoice that the gates of the Church are open con- 
tinually day and night. O may the forces of the Gentiles be 
introduced through these gates, and may all their kings and 
rulers be brought to do homage to Zion’s King. 

Have mercy on thine aged and afflicted people. When they 
look on the dark clouds of affliction or old age, may they look 
onward to the brightness and glory of heaven, where their sun 
shall no more go down^ where God shall be their everlasting 
lights and their God their glory. 

We present our thanks for the repose and protection 
afforded during the past night, and that we are assembled 
in comfort around the domestic altar. May we live this day 
to thy glory, and in all we do remember the great end of our 
existence, the glory of God, . 

We humbly ask that our prayers may be answered and our 
sins pardoned, for Immanuel’s sake. Ameu. 

4 0 2 007 


FOE'rY-EIOHTH WBEX.—THUaSDAY EVENING. 


LOVB AND CHARITf. 

‘ Aubmi, Oldham. JlammoHd. M. 

1 T ET PhariseeB of high esteom 
" Their faith and Keal declare, 

Ail their religion is a dream, 

If love be wanting there. 

2 Love Buflers long with patient vyo, 

Nor is provoked in hoetci ; 

She lets the present injury dir, 

And long forgets the past. 

3 Malice and rage, those hres of hell, 

She quenches with her tongue ; 

Hopes, and believes, and thii^s no ill, 

Though she endures the wrong. 

4 Love is the grace tliat keeps her power 

In all the realms above ; 

There faith and hope are known no more, 

But saints for ever love. 

Watts, 133 , £. /. 


1 JOHN III. 

Prayer and Faith. 

M y little children, let us not love in word, neither in 
tongue 1 but in deed and in truth. 

19 And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall 
assure our hearts before him. 

20 For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our 
heart, and knoweth all things. 

21 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we 
confidence toward God. 

22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we 
keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing 
in bis sight. 

23 And this is his commandment. That we should believe 
on the name of his Sou Jesus Ghrist, and love one another, as 
he gave us commandment. 

24 And he that keepeth his commandments dwclleth in 
him, and he in him. And hereby we know that ho abideth 
in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us. 

1 JOHN IV. 

TS'ying the Spirits, 

B eloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits 
whether they are of God : because many false prophets 
are gone out into the world. 

2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 
confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of 
God : 

3 And everv spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh is not of God : and this is that spirit of 
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and 
even now already is it in the world. 

4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them : ' 
because greater is ho that is in you, than he that is in the 
world. 

6 They are of the world: therefore speak they of the 
world, and the world heareth them. 

6 We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he 
that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the 
spirit of truth, and the spirit of error. » 


HKTUSctiOKB UPON 1 JoHN HI., iv.-rit is easy to deceive men 
with goodly words, and conceal a deceitful heart ; but God cannot 
be mocked.” 0 may wo be impre.9sed with that great and solemn 

m 


truth • Ck>d soarcheth the heaits and trieth reiw of the MU 
dren of men ” Ho cannot be mocked.”—* A hdy life never can be 

£ procuring cause of salvation ; but it is a wtisfymg mark ^ an 
£teLt in cLst, and that ho is “mode of Ood 
tion.” They who habitually lead ungodly lires, their prayers ate 
the czprossiins of presumption, and must bo an abommafaon tea 
prayerLaring Godf If we wish our ^ 

Moved, and graciously answered, wo must srok the Holy Bj^t, that 
we may “ walk in all the commandments and ordinoa^s of toe ^rd 
blameless.” While there are false spirits over ready to en^, that 
they may lead to the abodes of woe, let us rejoiM that we hare the 
Holy Spirit over willing to guide us into all truth, and to us to 
the abodes of bliss. 

PRAYEK. 

A dored and praised be the name of God, that another 
blessed opportunity is aftbrded us of enjoying fellowship 
with the God of our salvation, in the exercise of domestic 
worship. We have abundant reason to wonder at thy con- 
descension, when wc remember and feel that we are .unworthy 
to appear in thy presence, or even to take thy holy, sacred 
name into our polluted Hps. In thee, 0 Jesus, infinite worthi- 
ness is found ; and we rejoice that through thy worthiness 
and merit we are now actually before the throne of grace, 
and enjoying fellowsiiip with the Father, and with his Son 
Jesus Christ. 

Lord, affect us witli the solemn truth, that thou searchest 
all hearts, aud that all the purposes and imaginations^ of 
the thoughts are clear aud evident before the eye of thine 
omniscience. 

Wc desire with feelings of humility aud thankfulness to 
bless thee that wc have been sustained during the past day, 
and all our wants abundantly supplied. Give us the protection 
of thine almighty aud everlastitig arms this night ; and may 
wc lie down to sleep under the comforting conviction that we 
arc the sons and daughters of the Lol’d of angels and of the 
Saviour of men. 

We thank our God for the Word we have now read. 0 grant 
us thy Spirit, that thy Word may be quick and powerful, sharper 
than any two-edged sword. O make it the blessed instrument 
of separating our corruptions from our souls, and adorning ns 
with the resemblance of the Divine likeness. Wo pray, O 
Lord, that our hearts may be warmed with love to Jesus, and 
with love to one another. Enable us to love one another and 
all the saints, not in word or in tongue merely, but in deed 
and in truth. Convince us that, if we are without this loyc, 
we are without the truth, and that all our professions are 
vain, and nothing better than sounding brass or a tinkling 
cymbal. Lord, impart unto us genuine piety ; then our heart 
will not condemn us ; then shall wc have confidence towards 
God. 

Give our children love to Jesus, May they love thee, 0 
JesuSj more than us their parents. May they love thee more 
than one another, more than all on earth. 

O bestow upon us the spirit of prayer. Teach us, O Lord, 
to ask suitable blessings, and to -ask them with earnestness, 
humility, and faith. Convince us that, if we keep thy oom- 
mandments in love, it is the pleasing evidence that a turayer- 
hearing God is our God, and that our prayers will meet with ' 
his gracious acceptance. 

preserve within us, clear and correct viewa 
01 Divine truth. May wo not be carried about with' every 
wind of doctrine, but remain steadfast. in the faith, grounded 
and settled in love. ^ 

We present these our imperfect petitions, together with 
ourselves at mercy’s feet, and seek an answer and acceptan^, 
for Jesus’ sake, the faithful aud true witness. Amen. 


I 


I 


FOETY^MGHTH WEEK^-^fEIDAY ItOENINO, 


nMXJKltt OF cheibt’s sbkkp. 

IriowMutiSP* MdfffOite* ffopkinM* XUnoorth, a. n. 

1 Mn®" joy attend, 

IHule Jesua suenco breaks ; 

No angers harp such muaio yields 
As what my Shepherd speaks. 

2 I know my sheep, ho cries, 

My soul approves them well : 

Vain is the treacherous world’s disguist^ 

And vain the rage of hell. 

E 1 f^ly feed them now 
With tokens of my love ; 

But richer pastures I prepare, 

And Bwoeter streams above 

Doouridor. 


ISAIAH LX. 

The Light of ffeavm» 

rWlHE aun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for 
brightness shall the moon give light unto thee : but the 
liORD shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy 
glory. 

20 Thy sun shall no more go down ; neither shall thy moon 
withdraw itself : for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, 
and the days of thy mourning shall be ended. 

21 Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall in- 
herit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the work 
of my hands, that I may be glorified. 

22 A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a 
stixing nation : I the Lord will hasten it in his time. 


ISAIAH LXI. 

ChriiVa Umed CommMon* 

rilHE Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the 
Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the 
meek j he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to pro- 
claim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to 
them that are bound ; 

2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the 
day of vengeance of our God ; to comfort all that mourn ; 

8 To appoint unto Tthem that mourn in Zion, to give unto 
them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the 
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness : that they 
might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the 
Lord, that he might be glorified. 

4 And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up 
the former desolations, and they shall repair the w'uste cities, 
the desolations of many generations. 

5 And strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, and the 
sons of the alien shall be your plowmen and your vinedressers. 

8 But ye shall be named the Priests of the Lord: men 
shall call you the Ministers of our God : ye shall eat the 
riches of the Oentiles, and in their glory shall ye boast your- 
selves. 

7 Eor your shame ye shall have double ; and for confusion 
they shall rejoice in their portion: therefore in their land 
they shall possess the douJ)le : everlasting joy shall be unto 
them. 

8 For I the Lord love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt- 
offering; and I will direct their work in truth, and I will 
make an everlasting covenant with them. 

9 And their seed shall be known among the Oentiles, and 
their offspring among the people : all that see them shall ac- 
knowledge them, that they are the seed which the Lord hath 
blessed. 

18 1 will ffes&j rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be 
joyful in my God ; for be hath clothed me with the garments 
of salvarion, he J^th covered me with the robe of righteous- 
ness, as a Mdegi^m decketh himey^ with ornaments, and 
us a bride adorncth her8e^f with her jewds. 


11 For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the 
garden oauseth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; 
so the Lord Ood vrill caum righteousness and praise to spring 
forth before all the nations. 

Keflbotions upoir Isaiah lx., Lxr.*-How glorious shall be the 
period of millonniol blossodness! Then tho light of Gospel-truth 
shall overspread the earth, and the Sun of rightcouBness shall shine 
upon his Church with peculiar splendour. The glory of those days 
will be figurative of the blessed state of the Churon of Christ in 
heaven, when the whole family shall be collected into one immense 
multitude, and when the full brightness of the unveiled attributes of 
Jehovah shall shine on all the gloiided saints for ever and ever. 
In those illustrious days, tho Church shall appear os a tree of the 
greatest magnitude and fruitfulness. All nations, and islands, and 
continents, shall recline in peaceful security under those branches, 
which shall overspread the globe. And by whom shall this be 
uccomplished ? By tho Great Mediator, in whom dwells all the 
fulness of tho Godhead bodily, and whose Spirit shall be copiously 
jioured out from on high. 


PRAYER. 

^ LORD, our God and Father, who art in heaven, as a 
” family we draw near thy throne of grace, to worship thee 
oil earth. As a family may wc assemble at last to worship 
thee ill the beauties of perfect holiness, before thy throne 
of glory in heaven. Thou art the ever-blessed God, and the 
fountain of all that blessedness enjoyed by men on earth, and 
by angels and the spirits of just men made perfect in heaven. 
Thou art the Creator of the ends of tho earth, and art in« 
finitely worthy of the love and adoration of all thine intelligent 
subjects. May our hearts ever be filled with feelings of the 
liveliest thankfulness that there is a throne of grace, and 
that we arc ever welcome, through the merit of our Saviour’s 
death, to prostrate ourselves before this blessed throne, and 
pour out the supplications of our hearts. O instruct us in the 
important lesson of offering up believing prayers, which are 
always accompanied with the all-prevailing incense of Christ’s 
intercession. 

We have reason, O Lord, this morning, for erecting a fresh 
Ebenezer of thankfulness for the mercies of another night, 
that wc have enjoyed the paternal care of our God, and that 
we are now before the throne of our God and Father in 
Christ, We bless thee that, in entering on another day, we 
are permitted, not only to seek thy counsel, but allowed to 
commit ourselves and our coneoms iuto thy hand, and to 
place all at the disposal of our God, who has promised that all 
things shall work together for good to them who love God, 
and who arc the called according to his purpose. Keep us 
in thy fear all the day ; direct us in the path of duty with 
thine unerring wisdom; preserve us from the snares of the 
world, the temptations of Satan, and the corruptions of our 
own hearts. 

We praise thee, O Jesus, for what we huve now read of thy 
gracious commission. Glory to thy name, that thou hast 
most am^y fulfilled thy commission, and that myriads in 
heaven are singing thy lofty praises, that thou hast 'delivered 
them from Satan’s captivity, aud advanced them to the glories, 
of immortality. 

Ij our dear children are the captives of sin and guiU, Divine 
Saviour^ me^'cifully come and set them free. May we see ous* 
offspring delivered from the power of their spiritual enemies, 
and blessed with the liberty of thy children. 

Show thy tender compassion to the. afflicted, O Lord. 
Comfort all that mourn in Zion; give them beauty for ashes, 
the oil of joy for mourning, and the garments of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness. 

Bless our religious eitercise at this time, hear' our prayers, 
and forgiv'e our sins, for Jesus our Saviour’s sake. .Amou. 

m 


FOETr-BIGHTH WEEK,— FEIDAY EVENING. 


0 . Mi 


®OD U tOVB. 

Chapel, Ufferpool. Stavghion, 

•W?»wC thy love appean, 

With the soft radionoe of the moon 
Among a thousand stars. 

2 through all her ample round, 

boundless power proclaims, 

A^in melodious accents speaks 
The goodness of thy names. 

^ Thy justice, holiness, and truth. 

Our solemn awe excite; 

charms of sovereign grace 
0 orwhelm us with delight. 

4 Sinai, in clouds and smoke and fire 
Thunders thy dreadful name ; ' 

Sioa Bings in melting notes. 

The honours of the Lamb. 

6 In ^ thy doctrines and commands, 

Ihy counsels and designs— 

In weiv work thy hands have framed 
Iny love supremely shines. 

i JOHN IV. 

j0ELOVED^ let us love one another.* for love is of Ond 
^ .nd every one that loveth « born of God!!? klS 

8 He that loveth not knoweth not God : for God is Inv* 

^ manifested the love of God i i' 

»oU,.“ ' ” "I" to love «c 

12 No man hath seen God at miv t/* i ' 

“iSHereW “il"’ •"'* “ Porf^ °u'«r' 

St. sip -t 

fe2r^!£th“ tOTmLt“‘ TeUTh*®-** 

wade perfect in love. , leareth is not 

80 K k min “»• 

. to “i "."CiiSIri '*»“■»• k* i" 

M airrsM" k- 


ment, unspeakable privilege!— wo bear a lesamUance to Oed him- 
self, in the most wonderful and glorious of his moral attrilmtei^ 
that is, his lovx ! Is God xovs f Is lovb CM? How inconoeividily 
glorious then is this attribute, which shines so ^rahemmently amemg 
perfections of Jehovah, and sheds its ramant lustre on them 
all ! Lamentable is the state of thosoy in whom t^s precious plant 
of love docs not grow ; in whom this dre of love does not Mine. 
‘‘ Holy Spirit, give us this love.^' 



PRAYEE. 

INTERNAL praises to thy name, O Lord our God, that 
thou hast not only revealed thyself as a loving God, but 
as the God of love. We bless thee that in thy holy Word 
wc have now read, God is lovjk. If thou hadst dealt with us 
according to our sins, we should only have heard of thee as a 
God of wrath. Because thou delightest in meroy wa now 
hear of thee as a God of love. Through the merits of a 
loving Saviour we approach thy throne. 

Wc have reason to lament that our minds have been and 
A.™ I with the tidings of thv love Maw 

<«• I thy love mamfested in Christ so powerftSy affeo^t our'mindi! 
hat we shall rejoice more than they rejoice who divide the 
spoil; that we shall rejoice with joy unspeakable and ftill 
of glory. And may thy love so deeply affect our hearts, that 
we shall fe^ently love aU who resemble the image^God. 

and feel within oumelves the affection of benevoSce to S 
whole race of man. w me 

Thy continued blessings, 0 Lord call x 

patitude and the «ireoteft' praisi 
benefactor, we th^ thee for the mercies TthHas^ Z® 
If we have received thine assistance in our religious SlrcJ2‘ 
and if we have enjoyed thy smiles in our temp^JS 
wo praise thee for thine unmerited kindness. fSS 
be the affectionate witnesses of thy continiipd ^ 

grace. We commend ourselves to thrc!e!lS“*TkJ"^ 
thine angels watch around our beds. ^ May wl awfke on^S 
morning of the approaching day impressed with kltf 
tions to glorify thYnumo and klcp7y!a^s "***"■ 

We pray that all of us may obtain a savins* knn«irYs>s 4 t 

We adore a^pUrthee f * G«l. 

unparallelcd%vs in sendinir ^h! Manifestation of 

we meditate on this manifestation ! love Si wW 

hearts burn with admiration nf i feel our 

deeming God. ’ iove and meroy of a 

Enable our children to love one atmih,,. jlt 
parents, enjoy their undiminished lont> 

Sg?ed!e iVc? of ttoThitS 

tiatoiy sacrifice of thysdf to V«>/- 

display of Divine W to ua^hif 
Mfiictlon of God's wrath, •*‘‘1 
greatness of the sin of hatinw ^ 

one anothe? •“<* *l»«.«re»tiiHB 

We seek a filial fear of *Tk i* 
fear which is incompatible with love*^ aLI** elavitii 

Ml to sing. We love ChrisrheaZ he f 

to, to ^ S".’™*'* — k 

bo all praise, both now and ww. Spirit. 


FORTY-IIGHTH W15BK<^ATl?IHMi.T MOENINtt. 


MimSTIM BNCOUBAOSR. 

iJbPm, fT JCbfiiM JH^phroiiiL JLowdL 

1 VB WMengera of Ohiieti 

His Boyeroign voicse obey ; 

Arise ! and follow wbere he leads, 

And peace attend your way. 

3 Tl^ ICaster whom you serve 
lIVill needful strength bestow ; 

Depending on his promised aid, 
with sacred courage go. 

fi Kountains shall sink to plains, 

And hell in vain oppose ; 

The cause is God’s, and must prevail, 
In spite of all our foes. 

4 Go, spread a Saviour’s fame ; 

And tell hie matohless grace 

To the most guilty and depraved 
Of Adam’s numerous race. 

6 We wish you, in his name. 

The most Divine success ; 

Assured that he who sends you forth 
Will your endeavours bless. 


ISAIAH LXII. 

Ood*8 Zove to the Church. 

F ib Zion’s sake will I not liold my peace, and for Jeru- 
salem’s sake I will not rest, unBi nhe riglitcousness 
thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a 
lamp that burneth. 

3 And the Gentiles shall sec thy righteousness, and all 
kings thy glory : , and thou shalt be cidled by a new name, 
which the mouth of the Lord shall name. 

3 Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the 
IjOKd, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. 

4 Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken ; neither shall 
thy land any more be termed Desolate : but thou shalt be 
called Heph-aibah, aud thy land Beulah ; for the Lord dc- 
Ughteth in thee, and thy land shall be married. 

6 For as a young man raarrieth a vir^n, so shall thy sons 
marry thee : and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, 
$0 shall thy God rejoice over thee, 

6 I have set watchmen upon thy walls, 0, Jerusalem, which 
shall never hold their peace day nor nigb. : ye that make 
mention of the Lord, keep not silence, ^ 

7 And give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth. 

8 The Lord hath sworn by his right hand, and by the arm 
of kis strength. Surely I will no more give thy com to be meat 
for thine enemies ; and the sons of the stranger shall not drink 
thy. wine, for the which thou hast laboured : 

But they that have gathered it shall eat it, and praise the 
Ixian ; and they that have brought it together shaU drink it 
in the courts of my holiness. 

V 10 Go through, go through the gates ; prepare ye the way 
'3m people; past tm, cast up the highway; gather out the 
•tones j lift up a standard for the people. 

11 Behold, the Loan hath proclaimed unto the end of the 
w^td, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy salvation 
eometh; neiiold, Kis reward is with him^ and his work before 
him. 

m Atid they 3iall call them, The holy people, The redeemed 
of Loan ! and thou shalt be called. Sought out, A city not 
fiMMdpenu ^ — 

BsttmtoKli wow Iauwi^wn.-*^It is charaoteristio of toe saldb, 
and of toe ftithfol mmisters of Clnist, that toe prosperity of the 
UhuTOh is near their heart sad dear to their, oiflbctim ; her interests 
lead them to too throne of graoe, where they poor out the most 


earnest suppUcatioiui in her behalf which God in his own time will 
most abunaantly answer, fiw beyond what they osn even ask or 
think. Delighnhl thought*-*the Heater of prayer is infinitely more 
interested in the welfare of his redeemed Church, than even the saints 
who send up their earnest supplications for its prosperity, its extent, 
and its blessedness ! In the most wonderful way Jesus manifests his 
love to his Church, and too boundless complaoenoy and delight wito 
which he looks upon her. His salvation shines in too midst of her 
like a glorious lamp, kindled wito the fire of Divine love. Ho has 
given her a whito stone, on which he has engravon a new name, in 
linos shining with brighter lustre than the mlendonr of tho stars. 
Such is tho beauty with whioh he has odomea her, that he oalls her 
his royal diadem and crown of glory 1 


PRAYER. 

/^LORY to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, that, after 
the protection thou hast afforded us during the dark and 
helpless hours of night, we are now assembled, in the name of 
Jesus, before tho mercy-scat, to present our morning sacrifice. 
Teach us, O Lord, highly, yea, increasingly to value these 
privileges and opportunities; and, by the assistance of thy 
Holy Spirit, may we improve them as the harbingers of heaven, 
and as a preparation for the employments of the heavenly 
state. 

We adore thee, O Lord, as our Father in Christ. 0 that 
we could thus acknowledge thee, under the holy feeling of the 
love of children. As our Creator, thou art our Father. Hath 
not one God created us ? As our preserving God, thou art 
our Father. Wc are fed and clothed by thy fatherly hand. 
Give us faith to adore thee as our redeeming Father. Make 
us thy children by regeneration and adoption ; then shall we 
cry, Abba, Father; then shall we love thcc and servo thee as 
children; and then shall our minds be animated with the 
assured ^opes of joining the ransomed family above, and 
dwelling for ever in the presence and in the enjoyment of our 
Father who is in heaven. 

We thank our God that we have beo«| preserved from evil 
during the past night, and wc pray that%c may be preserved 
from the evil of sin this day. Preserve ihir bodies from the 
evils of disease and accidental injury, an)l^ preserve our soais 
from temptation. Give us day by day our daily bread — the 
constant and unmerited supply of dl our temporal wants. 

We bless God for the interesting and animating predictions 
and promises wc have now read respecting the glory and prospe- 


rity of thy Church. Wc pray for the enlargement of thy Church. 
May the righteousness with which Zion is adorned go forth 
as brightness, and the salvation with which she is blessed go 
forth among the nations of the earth as a lamp that burneth, 
that all the inhabitants of the earth with their kings may see 
this righteousness, an4 be astonished at this glory ; and thus 
be induced to join the city of Zion, and fall down oefore Jesus 
as their Saviour and Lord. Comfort thy people throughout 
the world, and in particular thine afflicted and thine aged 
people ; and may they dwell with delight upon the thou^t, 
that they are the objects of Jehovah’s love — that they are a 
crown of ^ory in the hand of the Lord, and a royid diadem in 
the hand of their God.^ \ 

Lord Jesus, have mercy on our dear children. Deeply im- 
press their minds with the value of their souls^ and the very 
great and absolute necessity of salvatiow through a Savtour^s 
blood, 0 make them jewels in the Samouf^e crown. 

Hfflten the day when the fame of Jesus shall overspread the 
wmB; and we pray that thou mayest ^ve thyself no rest, till 
Jerusdtem is made a praise on the earth* 

Forgiye our mm and hear o«r prayers, for Jesus’ sakoi thy 
Son and our Saviour. Amen. 

•71 


FORTY-EIGHTH WBBK.'^-SATtJEOAY EVENING. 


VAfTH CONQVBItlNa. 

Jhtimmth MhiiiNeio, JUunheth. New Jerutatm. p * m . 

1 ^HE moment a sinner beHeves, 

^ And trusts in his crucified God, 

His pai^on at onco ho receives-- 
Bodemption in full through his blood : 

Though tnousands and thousands of foes 
Against him in malice unite, 

Their rage ho through Christ can oppose — 

Led forth by tho^Spirit to fight. 

2 The faith that unites to the Lamb, 

And brings such salvation os this, 

Is more than mere notion or name, — 

The work of God’s spirit it is ; 

A principle, active and young, 

That lives under pressuro and load ; 

That makes out of weakness more strong, 

And draws the soul upward to God. Hart. 

1 JOHN V. 

Faith and eternal Life. 

T^HOSOEyER believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born 

” of God: and every one that loveth him that begat 
loveth him also that is begotten of him. 

2 By this we know tliat we love the children of God, when 
we love God, and keep his commandments. 

3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his command- 
ments : and his commandments are not grievous. 

4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world : and 
this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 

6 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that bc- 
lieveth that Jesus is the Son of God? 

6 This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus 
Christ ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is 
the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth. 

7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and tlie Holy Ghost ; and these three arc 
one. 

8 And there arc three that bear witness in earth, the spirit, 
and the water, and the blood : and these three agree in one. 

9 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is 
greater : for this is the witness of God which he hath testified 
of his Son. 

10 He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness 
in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; 
because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. 

11 And this is the record, that God liath given to us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son. 

12 He that hath the Son hath life ; and he that hath not 
the Son of God hath not life. 

18 These things have I written unto you that believe on 
the name of the Son of God ; tliat ye may know that ye have 
eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son 
of God. 

14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if 
we ask anything according to liis will, he heareth us : 

15 Ana if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we 
know that we hare the petitions that we desired of him. 

16 If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto 
death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that 
sin not unto deatli. There is a sin unto death : I do not say 
that he shall pray for it. 

17 All unrighteousness is sin : and there is a sin not unto 
death. 

18 We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; 
but he that is be^tten of God keepeth himself, and that 
wicked one toacbeth^ him not. 

19 And we know that we are of God, and the whoki world 
leth in wickedness. 


20 And we know that the Son of God ia come, and hath 
Kiven tJ aT understanding, that we may know him that 

» Mm tat i. y ? M. £k» 

Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. 

21 Little children, keep you rselves from id dls. Amen. 

IlEFLECTioifs Ui-ON iTohm V.— Ate wo enabled to oxeroiso a^ 
nriatinK faith in Jesus as our anointed Saviour, telievmg thrt he 
to. to », tat to »d«md to to 

atoned for us? If so, wo possess on evidonoe on whiA we may 

Cnd that we OTO the mJ of S® 

of regeneration and renewing of the ^ojy Ghost, ^ed 
abundantly by Jesus Christ o^Lord. It is ^ 

without loving the children of God, without loving and admirmg the 
likeness of the Divine Father beaming m the countenaooo md ^ 
of his redeemed children. Love m too he^ is a frm,^ tree, 
hrincinir forth the Ihiits of evangelical obedience, profitable to mm 
and acceptable to God. How often tho laws of mon are uniust, 
in-ievous, and oppressive ! God’s lows breathe the grodness, wisdom, 
mid meriy of thoir author. His laws tend as much to promote the 
happiness of his people, as his own glory. Perverted in tte extreme 
arc the minds of those who hate God’s laws, and who refose to obey 
them : they ore as much opposed to their own interest and happiness, 
ns they are hostile to God’s authority. 

prayer. 

P RAISE to our God and Father in Christ, that no injury 
or disease has prevented us from appearing before the 
throne of grace, and around tlie domestic altar, at the close 
of another day and another week. May it be the unfeigned 
delight of our souls, all our lives, to begin and end our days 
with God, and to begin and end our weeks in thy service and 
in thy fellowship. 

Wc seek the promised blessing of the Spirit on what we 
have now read; and we seek the aid of the promised Spirit to 
enable us to present humble, earnest, and believing prayers 
before the throne of grace. 

We adore thee, O Divine Majesty, in all tho deep and 
unfathomable mysteries of the Trinity. TVuly there are thr^c 
that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
Holy Ghost: and these three are one. Suffer us not fo 
stumble at this blessed revelation thou hast condescending^v 
made of those mysteries of thy threefold personality, which 
never can be comprehended by the minds of men or angels. 

O Lord, we thank thee for what we have now read of itie 
great usefulness of faith. We are in a world where tempta- 
tions surround us, which we have no native power of our own 
to resist ; and we are exposed to enemies, which we have no 
native power of our own to subdde. Graciously give us faith, 
that lively, blessed grace ; then shall we be able to withstand 
temptation, however violent, and to triumph over our enemies, 
however malignant, or however powerful. May we have 
reason on good grounds to say. We are born of God, and 
therefore liave overcome the world, and this is the viotoiy 
that overcometh the world, even our faith. 

O Lord, may our children be born of God, and may they 
receive the faith of children ; then they shall be able success* 
fully to encounter the world, and to trample its temptations 
under their feet. 

We thank a gracious Providence for the mercies of the digr 
and of the week, and for the long catalogue of mercies we have 
received during our whole life. As there are past mercies to 
excite our thankfulness, may we remember there are past sine 
to excite our penitence and grief. Watch over us thu night, 
cover us with the powerful wings of thy protection, and aWli^ 
us on the morning of thy Sabbath-day/ refreshed with iAasm, 
and prepared by thy spirit for the solemn and /the joyful 
engagements of thy house. * . 

Hear, and answer, and foi^ve, for Jesus’ sake. And may 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with us all. Amen. 



FOKTY-NINTH. WEEK*— SABBATH MOENING. 


HOLY BE80LUT10N8. 

BrUuk, Sjflvanut, FoUeU, c. it, 

1 r) THAT thy statutes every hour 

^ Might dwell upon tny mind ! 

Thence I derive a quickening power, 

And daily peace I find. 

2 To meditate thy precepts, Lord, 

Shall be my sweet employ ; 

My soul shall ne’er forget tliy word, 

Thy word is all my joy. 

3 How would I run in thy commands, 

» If thou my heart discharge 

From sin and Satan’s hateful chains, 

And set my feet at laige. 

4 My lips with courage shall declare 

Thy statutes and thy name ; 

I’ll speak thy word, though kings should hear, 

Nor yield to sinful shame. 

PSALM CXIX. 

SAMKCII, PART XV. 

Mttti'y of the Wicked and Cuixfidencc of the JueU 

HATE vain thoughts : but thy law do I love. 

114 Thou art nay hiding place and mv shield : I hope in 
thy word. 

il6 Depart from me, ye evildoers : for I will keep the com- 
mandments of my God. 

116 Uphold me according unto thy word, that I may live: 
and let me not be ashamed of my hope. 

117 Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe : and I will have 
respect unto thy statutes continually. 

118 Thou hast trodden down all them that err from thy 
statutes : for their deceit is falsehood. 

119 Thou puttest away all the wicked of the earth like 
dross ; therefore I love thy testimonies. 

120 My flesh trembleth for fear of thee ; and I am afraid 
of thy judgments. 

AIN, PART XVJ. 

Salvation more valuable than Qold. 

T HAVE done judgment and justice: leave me not to mine 
oppressors. 

122 Be surety for thy servant for good : Jet not the proud 
oppress me. 

123 Mine eyes fail for thy salvation, and for the word of 
thy righteousness. 

124 Deal with thy servant according unto thy mercy, and 
teach me thy statutes. 

125 1 am thy servant ; give me understanding, that I may 
know tliy testimonies. 

126 It is time for thee, Lord, to work : for they have made 
void thy law\ 

127 Therefore I love thy commandments above gold ; yea, 
above fine gold. 

128 Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning all 
things to be right ; and I hate every false way. 


Bbflectioks upon Psalm cxix., Parts xv. and xvi. — The existence 
of true grace conspicuously appears in keeping the heart with all 
diligence, and maintaining a constant watchfulness against vain 
thoughts. 0 that I were panting for holiness of soul, os the hurt 
panto th after the water -brooks ! The unregonerato arc in a state of 
constant danger ; they are under the dominion of their own hearts’ 
lusts, and thoy ore exposed to the wrath of oflendod justice. They 
I who lovo Qod, and rely on the atonement of Jesus as the only ground 


of their hopes of pardon and acceptance, shall find tho perfections ol 
God to bo tho flhidd of their defence, and tho hidbg-place of thoir 
safety. Believers cannot ^nduro the society of tlio wicked in time, 
uiid they shall be for ever delivered from thoir company in otornity. 
If we have no relish for tho company of tho redeemed on earth, w’o 
have no evidence that we shall be admitted to onioy their fellowship 
iu heiivon. Awful state — to bo confined in hell through eternity 
with the spirits of ungodly men ! Blessed state — to enjoy for ever 
the society of angels, and the spirits of just men made ptaibct ! but, 
above all, the fellowship of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ! As 
a family wo would comfort oursdves togotlier with these words : 
‘‘ We shall be ever with the Lord.” 


PEAYEii, 

^ OD and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
thou art infinitely glorious in thyself, and infinitely 
gracious in thy Son. We thank thee for preserving us to see 
another Sabbath, and thus permitting us to enter on its sacred 
and its pleasant cm ploy in cuts. Wc thank and praise thee for 
this blessed day of spiritual rest, when our minds may be 
relieved from earthly cares, and our souls comforted with the 
sweet enjoyment of spiritual tranquillity and peace, 

Wc bless the Lord, whose lovo assigns so sweet a rest to 
wearied minds, iu providing an antepast of heaven, and in 
giving this day the food of seven. 

We would humbly and fervently seek the smiles and bless- 
ing of the God of ordinances to attend us this day, and also 
to animate and comfort all our dear relatives, and tlie congre- 
gation with which we hold sacred and heavenly counsel in thy 
earthly courts below. O preserve our minds all this day in an 
holy, spiritual frame ! We acknowledge that our thoughts 
arc soon and easily drawn aside, when we would wish them 
to be engaged with things heavenly and spiritual. Lord, give 
us thy good spirit, that our minds may he fixed with serious 
attention on Divine things; that we may hear the Gospel as 
tlic voice of God himself from the throne of mercy; that we 
may maintain a lively sense of the perfections of God glorified 
in Christ, and glorified iu the salvation of men ; and that our 
hearts may burn with a fervent and superlative admiration of 
Christ, as the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of the 
world. 

Give to thine ambassadors all that grace they need to 
qualify them for the duties of an office which is the most 
solemn, important, and difficult which can he filled on earth. 
Wc praise thee that thy grace is more than sufficient to 
quality thy faithful servants for encountering all the diffi- 
culties, and surmounting all the obstacles, which may he 
placed ill their way by the enemy of souls. 

Lord, sanctify the Word now read. Teach us to hate every 
description of vain thoughts, and give us love to thy law in 
its spirituality, holiness, and extent. 

Preserve our children from making their own will and cor- 
rupt passions the rule of their conduct. Give them wisdom 
to receive thy Gospel as the foundation of their faith, and thy 
law as the unerring rule of their actions. 

Be to us, O Lord, our hiding-place and our sliicld. Hide 
us from the malevolence of our enemies, and from the storni.s 
of Divine wrath ; and sliield us from the fiery darts of the 
wicked One. May multitudes under a preached Gospel see 
their danger, and be persuaded without delay to flee to Jesus, 
the only hiding-place from tho wind, and the only covert 
from the tempest. O Jesus, suffer us not to flee to our own 
supposed merit, or good works, for refuge and defence. Now 
we come to thee, O Jesus : extend thy merciful hand, and save 
us. Lord, hear our prayer, and forgive our sins, for Jesus our 
lledeemei^s sake. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, See. 

4 a flW 


PORTY.NINTH WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


I 


FBATBB FOR QUICKENING GRACE. 

OiMwOer, MaryUhone* Irith, t» M. 

T^y soul lies cleaving to the dust ; 

Lord, give mo life divine ! 
vain desiixts and every” lub*t 
Turn off these eyes of mine. 

2 I need the influence of thy grace 
To speed mo in thy way, 

Lest I should loiter in my race, 

Or turn my foot astray. 

3 When sore afflictions press mo down, 

I need thy qiiiekenmg powers, 

* Thy Word that I have rested on 

Shull help my heaviest hours. 

4 Arc not thy mercies sovoroign still ? 

And thou a faithful God ? 

Wilt thou not grant mo warm(T zeal 
To run the iK'uvonl}'^ road ? 

WA-rrs, P8, 1 1.0, p, XVL 

PSALM CXIX. 

PK, PART XVIT. 

_ Earnat Prayen. 

T^keepTheT”'*"' = therefore doth my soul 

% »f m.u ; ra mJl I tep 

Jp 

TZADUI, PART XVII I. 

Comfort in God's 

"8'’'- 

139 My zeal hatii consumed me, because mine enemi’n. 
have forgotteu thy words. ® enemies 

14-0 Thy word M very pure : therefore thy servant loveth it 

oeptf ' ““ »•' ^ “• 1 fotga % pre; 

(h ” “ ""'““"S "Sl.tau.ne«, „,„1 


When they open the moilth of prayer and faith, God fills it abun 
duntly with choice blessings from the fulness that is in Christ. They 
who do not open their mouths on earth in the exercise of believing 
prayer, shall never open their lips in the exercise of joyftd praise in 
heaven. Believers value the favour and smiles of a God in Christ 
above the richest treasures that can be bestowed by earthly princes. 
0 what a solace does the mercy of God afford to believers in the 
dark night of affliction, and when fighting the good fight feith ! 
The sources of earthly comfort arc soon eiiausted, but the fountain 
of spiritual consolation is the love of God, which is boundless as 
infinitude, and endless as eternity. 


RmIOECIIONS upon PsiUi CXIX., riUIg xm Aim xvTtr n 4 . 
wonders are scon in the book of oroBiinn . k, . v ^ *vm. — Qrcat 

»™i i»™ th. <7. of towEri ^ I 

the wondOT of r^elation, I must have the eye of faith Glorioul 
18 the light of the sun; but far more blessed the liVhi- 
truth, when it is communicated by the Holy Spirit a 


PRAYER. 

T^E desire, O Lord our God, with thankfulness, at the 
» “ close of thy hallowed day, and at the conclusion of the 
sacred and public engagements of thy house, to approach thy 
throne, and present our evening sacrifice of adoration, gratU 
tude, and praise. We have been permitted to hear thy Word, 
and wc have been privileged to read thine inspired volume • 
aud, from a conviction of the superlative excellence of the 
Gos|)el and of Divine revelation, we would say, in the lan- 
guage of the Psalmist, Thy testimonies arc wonderful; there- 
fore doth our soul keep them. We thank thee for all the 
wonderful things wo have seen in thy Word. Praise to tlie 
God of grace, that we have there read of a wonderful Saviour, 
aud of a wonderful salvation. Praise to thy name, that we 
have there read of wonderful mercy and wonderful love. O 
how wonderful are thy testimonies ! Praise to thy name, that 
we have there read of a wonderful city, the city of Zion; and 
of a wonderful heaven, where the' general assembly and 
church of the first-horn shall for ever dwell in the enjoyment 
of perfect bliss. Wc praise thy name, that there we have 
licard of Jesus, the wonderful way by which we may be led in 
safety and triumph into the palace of the great King above. 
O how wonderful are thy testimonies ! 

, Wc thank God for the unspeakable benefit derived from a 
preached Gospel, when applied by Divine power to the souls 
of men. The entrance of thy words giveth light : O may thv 
Word, to which thousands have listened this day, enter into 
the uuderstauding, the conscience, and the heart of those who 
have heard It and make it the instrument of filling their souls 
with that light of grace which will be followed by the light of 

a heavenly day beyond the grave. * 

introduce ihy Word into the memorm 

'■>" V 

mprl^ b Lord, increasing manifestations of thy 

nand. Itor all thy temporal mercies we desire to be un 

8Sfied^wifV^^“’’ heavenly Father, we would not be 
satisfied with temporal mercies— we seek saving mercies the 

Look”nn covenant of grace, the sure mercies of David 
Look upon us as a family, aud be merciful unto us as thou 
uscst to do unto those that love tliy name. Give us DiviL 

lot to tho eternal world • 
ordered in tliy Word; and 0 let no iniouitr 
ave dominion over us. Though we deserve thy frowns^ vit 
we pray tl, at through the merit of our Divine RedSmer 
"■ 

® aged who have been unable 

to attend thy public courts, and may they reioice in th^it 

of CkriM, .hick i. „ 

Our bather which art in heaven, fSm. 


FOETY.NINTH WEEK.— MONDAY ^JOENINO, 


Christ’s triumph over his enemies. 

JibcHczcr New, ^ Worthip, Alton. America, c. m- 

1 W^HAT mighty, man, or mighty God, 

Comes travelling in state, 

Along the Idumeon rood, 

Away from Bozrah’s gate ? 

2 The glory of Ids robes proclaim 

’Tis some victorious king : 

** ^Tis I, tiie just, the Almighty One, 

That your salvation bring.'^ 

3 <'Why, mighty Lord,*’ thy saints inquire, 

** Why thine apparel red ? 

And all thy vesture stained like those 
Who in the wino-press tread?” 

4 I by myself have trod the press, 

And crushed my foes alone ; 

My wrath hath struck the rebels dead, 

My fury stamped them down.” Watts, 2a, //. /. 

ISAIAH LXIII. 

_ ^ ' ChriaVi glorious Victories, 

XTj^HO is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments 
from Bozrah? this that is glorious in his apparel, 
travelling in the greatness of his strength? I that speak 
in righteousness, mighty to save. 

2 Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy gar- 
ments like him that treadetli in the wiiiefat ? 

3 I have trodden the wdnepress alone ; and of the people 
there was none with me : for I will tread them in mine anger, 
and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be 
sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment. 

4 For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the yeat 
of my redeemed is come. 

5 And I looked, and there was none to help ; and I won- 
dered that there was none to uphold : therefore mine own arm 
brought salvation unto me ; and my fury, it upheld me. 

6 And I will tread down the jieoplc in mine anger, and 
make them drunk in my fury, and 1 will bring down their 
strength to the earth. 

7 I will mention the lovingkindness of the Lord, and the 
raises of the Lord, according to all that the Loan hath 
estowed on us, and the great goodness toward the house of 

Israel, which he hath bestowed on them according to his 
mercies, and according to the multitude of his lovingkind- 
nesses. 

8 For he said. Surely they are my people, children that 
will not lie : so ho was their Saviour. 

9 In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his 
presence saved them : in his love and in his pity he redeemed 
them ; and he bare them, and carried them all the days of old. 

10 But they rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit : therefore 
ho was turned to be their enemy, and he fought against thcin. 

11 Then he remembered the days of old, Moses, and his 
people, saying, Where is he that brought them up out of the 
sea with the shepherd of his flock ? where is he that put his 
holy Spirit within him ? 

12 That led them by the right hand of Moses with his 
glorious arm, dividing the water before them, to make himself 
an everlaating name ? 

13 That led them through the deep, as an horse in the 
wilderness, that they should not stumble ? 

14 As a beast goeth down into the valley, the Spirit of the 
Lord caused him to rest : so didst thou lead thy people, to 
make thyself a glorious name. 

15 Look down from heaven, and behold from the habitation 
of thy holiness and of thy glory; where is thy*zeal and thy 
strength, the sounding of thy bowels and of thy mercies 
toward me ? are they restrained ? 

16 Doubtless thou art our Father, though Abraham be 


ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not: thou, O 
Lord, art our Father, our Redeemer ; thy name is from ever- 
lasting. 


PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, thou art be who seest the deepest re- 
cesses in the heart of man, and with the utmost ease 
thou dost penetrate tlirough the thickest veil of hypocrisy. 
With humility and reverence wc would fall down before thee, 
supplicating thy Holy Spirit, that we may be enabled to pre- 
sent the sacfrifices of sincerity, love, and faith, in Jesus’ name. 

We thank thee for graciously preserving the lives and health 
and reason of thine unworthy petitioners through the past 
night, and during our past lives. What reason have wc to 
praise thee, that we arc now before thy mercy-seat, where wc 
may readily obtain from tliy hand, in answer to the prayer of 
faith, all the rich jewels of thy grace. We humbly seek wisdom 
from thee, O God, to guide us this day, and every day, until 
the glories of eternity shine on our souls, when w'e shall no 
longer be exposed to the perplexities of the desert, and when 
we shall bo for ever irradiated by the glorious beams of un- 
clouded intelligence. O preserve us from the temptations 
that may beset us this day. Teach us to reflect with astonish- 
ment on the victories Jesus gained over all the enemies of 
the Church. Following his example, and leaning on his 
almighty arm, O make us conquerors, and more than con- 
querors, through him that loved us. 

Bless to us, O Lord, the animating account we have read of 
our Redeemer’s success in accomplishing the salvation of the 
Church, and in trampling all his and our enemies under his 
feet. Wuly, O Jesus, thou art glorious in thine apparel, glo- 
rious in the perfections of thy Divinity, and glorious in the 
excellences which adorn thy mediatorial character. Great is 
thy power. In obtaining victories over the enemies of thy 
kingdom, over sin, Satan, death, and hell, thou didst travel in 
the greatness of thy strength. O may the remembrance of 
thy love fill us with an ardent love to thee. When we think 
that thou didst tread the wine-press of thy Father’s wrath 
alone, may we be led to exclaim. Behold how he loved us ! 

Lord Jesus^ rescue our dear children from the power of 
sin, and from the captivity of Satan, O hurst the bonds of 
their captivity asunder^ and may they be for ever free from 
the yoke of such enemies. Give our servants spiritual liberty ^ 
and set them free from Satan^s j}ower. 

Graciously bless us as a family, and may we have reason 
with the Church of old to sing. We will mention the loving- 
kindness of the Lord, and the praises of the Lord, according 
to all that the Lord hath bestowed upon us, and the great 
goodness toward our house, which thou hast bestowed accord- 
ing to the multitude of all thy loving-kindnesses. 

Graciously hear our humble petition, and forgive our sins, 
for our Divine Redeemer’s sake. Amen. 

4 R ^ 676 


Refi-bctions upon Isaiah Lxiri.— Jesus is infinitely glorious as 
tho Captain of salvation, clothed with strength, righteousness, and 
victory. My soul ! behold, udtuire, and adore tlu^ coiKpiering 

* Saviour. 0 what an object of wonder and deliglit is Jesus in tin? 

estimation of his Church, wheu they see him returning victorious 
. from the field of conflict, and having his armour stained with the 
I blood of his furious and malicious foes. This was work which none 
but Christ could have accomplished ; and how completely has he 
confounded and subdued these powerful enemies, sin, Satou, death, 
and hell ! having trampled upon their neck, and laid them prostrate 
: in the dust. Delightful truth — Christ’s heart is lillcd witli love to 
] his redeemed and believing people ! Solemn truth — it is filled with 
vengeance against his rebellious and impenitent foes ! ^fay we hear 
and obey tho warning voice : “Kiss ye the Son, lest ho be angry.” 
What reason then have Clirist’s enemies to tremble, and his friends 
to rejoice, love, and adore ! 


FORTY-NINTH WEEK.— MONDA.Y EVENING, 


CHHIBTIAN PELLOWSU1P. 
Sbtnmr, Hoxiim CoUiigc, Uciham» 

1 TESXJS ! soft harmonious name, 

Every I'aithful lieart’s desire ! 

See thy followers, Holy Lamb ! 

411 at once to thee aspire : 

2 Drawn by thy uniting grace, 

After thee we swiftly run : 

While we liumbly seek thy face : 
Como and porfoct ua in one ! 

3 Mollify our harsher will : 

Each to each our tempers suit, 
lly thy modulating skill, 

Heart to heart, as lute to lute. 

4 Sweetly on our spirits move ; 

Gent ly touch the trembling strings : 
Make the harmony of love 
Music for the King of kings ! 


C. Weslkv. 


2 JOHN. 

WalHntj in the Truth- 

^pHE elder unto the elect lady and licr children, whom I 
love in the triitli ; nnd not 1 only, but also all they that 
have known the truth ; 

2 For the truth’s sake, wliich dwelleth in ua, and shall be 
with na for ever. 

3 Grace ))e with you, mercy, and peace, from God the 
Father, and from tlio Lord Jesus Christ, the Sou of the 
Father, in truth and Jove. 

4 I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in 
trutli, aa wc have ree(*ivcd a commandment from the Father. 

5 And now I beacecli thee, lady, not as though I wrote a 
new cominaridment nuto thee, but that which we had from 
the beginning, that wc love one another. 

6 And this is love, that wo walk after his commandments. 
This is tlie commandment, That, as ye have heard from the 
beginning, ye should walk in it. 

I 7 For many deeeivci*s arc entered into the world, who con- 
fess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a 
deceiver and an anticlirist. 

8 Look to yourselves, tliat we lose not those things which 
wc have wrought, but that we receive a full reward. 

9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine 
of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of 
Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. 

10 If there come any nnto you, and bring not this doc- 
trine, receive him not into t/ou?' house, neither bid him God 
speed : 

11 For he that biddctli him God speed is partaker of his 
evil deeds. 

12 Having many things to write unto you, I would not 
write with paper and ink : but I trust to come unto von, and 
speak face to face, that our joy may be full. 

13 The children of thy elect sister greet thee. Amen. 


Reflkctions trroN 2 John.— I f wo have faith in Christ as our 
Surety, if wo consider him tho chieft'st among ten thousand, and if 
we are bnnging forth tho fruits of rightoousnoss in our lives, we aro 
wa^tc^ behoTo that our names are Avrittou in tho Lamb’s Book 
S j Wo have tho witness of tho Spirit that wo aro tho children 
«’J01C0 that we cun answer the question, “What is I 
truth ? which question Pilate addressed to Jesus, when he appeared 
before his unjust tnbunal. We know that Jesus is the '• Trae God 
and oyerlaAing life.” Wo know that the Scriptures are tho true 
testimony of God, mspiPod by the Holy Spirit of truth. Wo know 


that the doctrines of tho Gospel of Christ are the only true revelaiioii 
of the scheme of mercy, of the immortality of the soul, and of the 
glories of the life to come. Let us rejoice in the Divine equality of 
the Father and the Son, and in that ricK river of supplies of grace, 
which flows equally from the Father and the Son. Have we seen 
our own emptiness, and the necessity of supplies from Christ ? Have 
we applied, and are wo daily applying for supplies of his fulness? Then 
we can say with thankfulness and love, Out of his fulness have we 
all received, imd grace for grace.” Then our hearts are enlarged, 
and we shall fervently pray that others may be enriched from the 
same fulness of Divine grace. 


PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, thou art a God of boundless mercy and 
inconceivable love. Praise to our God, that we are not 
deterred by the flaming sword of thy justice from approaching 
thy throne, but that wc are allured by the sweet invitations of 
thy love. O may the remembrance of thy love, and the con- 
tcmjilation of thy goodness, fill our minds with joy unspeak- 
able. What reason have we to celebrate the love and mercy 
j of our God and Father in Christ in songs of sweetest praise ! 

Sweet is the memory of thy love, our God, our heavenly 

King; Jet age to age proclaim, in sounds of glory, thy 
^ righteousness and praise. 

^ Wc supplicate the Holy Spirit graciously to bless the por- 
tion of the sacred volume we have now read. Give us thy 
' grace, that we may see our names written in the LamVs Book 
f)f life, and know that we were chosen in Christ before the 
' foundation of the world. Wo seek that faith by which we 

' shall receive Jesus in all his fulness ; then shall we see that 

we are in reality elect, according to the will of God, and 
intcrestiMl in that love which is ancient as eternity, and 
durable as the throne of God. Give us love to the brethren, 
one of the satisfying marks of a renewed nature. Teach us 
to love ail those who have known the truth ; and may this 
Christian esteem be in no way affected by the temporal 
.circumstances of individuals. May we Clmrish the same 
spiritual esteem for the saint in poverty and rags, as we do 
for those whom providence has placed in situations of influ- 
ence and wealth. We would now pray for all the saints, and 
that in the language of inspiration : Grace be with all thy 
people of every denomination and language, and mercy and 
peace from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ 
, the Sou of the Father in truth and love. * 

We pray for tlic young and rising race, that they may be 
taught and led by thy good spirit to walk in the truth. 

G/ra if.s\ ns parents, the umpeahablc joy of seeing our 
children loving the truth^ and walking in the truth. Suffet 
them not to travel in the deluded path where destroyers go 
and which leads to the mansions of everlasting despair, () 
Lordy preserve them. 

We pray, gracious Father, for the increase of Christian 
love. Wc profess a religion of love, a religion which most 
wonderfully makes known the boundless love of God to men • 
and yet, alas, how little love is reaUy manifested by thy pro- 
I jessing people I May we be examples of the exercise of 
C.hristmn love, so that all around ns, beholding our con- 
versation, may see that we arc walking in Jove. Deliver us 
from all descriptions of antichrist; and may we see that 
there is no antichrist more opposed to Jesus than the want of 
Christian love. Teach us carefully to examine ourselves and 
to take heed to ourselves, that we come not short of the joys of 
heayen. Preserve us from the corrupt society of those who 
abide not in the doctrine of Christ. 

Watch over us this night, and accept our thanks for the 
blessings of the day. Forgive our sins, and bear our prayers, 
for Jesus our Mediator’s sake. Amen. F J 


PORTY-NINTH WEEK,— TUESDAY MORNING. 


RUTo^DING THE HEAVENS AND COMING DOWN. 

Serena^ > Zehvluni. JDcd/ord, c, m, 

I ^ THAT thou wouldst tho hearcns rent, 

^ In majesty come down ; 

Stretch out thine arm omnipotent 
And seize mo for thy own. 

I 2 Descend, and let tliy lightning burn 

I The stubble of thy foe ; 

My sins overturn, o’erturn, o’erturn, 

And make the mountains flow. 

3 Thou my impetuous spirit guide, 

And curb my headstrong will ; 

Thou only canst driven back the tide, 

And bid tho sun stand still. 

w,. ™ Wrslev, ia8,p. /. 

ISAIAH LXIV. 

Chuf'cfic^* prayers, 

that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldcst 
come down, that the mountains might flow down at tliy 
presence, 

2 As when the melting fire burncth, the fire causeth the 
waters to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, 
that the nations may tremble at tliy presence ! 

3 When thou didst terrible things which we looked not for, 
thou earnest down, the mountains flowed down at thy presence. 

4 For since the beginning of the world men have not licard, 
nor perceived hy the ear, ncitlier hatli the eye seen, O God, 
beside thee, ivhal lie hath prepared for liiin that waiteth for 
him. 

5 Thou meetc.st him that rejoiecth and worketh right- 
eousness, those that remember thee in ihy ways : behold, thou 
art wroth; lor we have sinned; in those, is continuance, and 
we shall be saved. 

G But we are all as an unclean thmg, and all our righteous- 
nesses are as fllthy rags ; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our 
iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away, 

7 And there is none timt calleth upon thy name, that 
stirreth up himself to take hold of thee : for thou hast hid thy 
face from us, and hast consumed us, heeause of our iniquities. 

8 But now, O Tjori), thou art our Father ; we arc the clay, 
and thou our potter ; and Ave all are the work of thy hand. 

9 Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, neither remember 
iniquity for ever ; behold, sec, we beseech thee, we are all thy 
people. 

10 Thy holy cities are a wilderness, Zion is a wilderness, 
Jerusalem a desolation 

ISAIAH LXV. 

Gentiia called, 

T AM sought oitherh that asked woi for me; I am found of 
them that sought me not ; I said. Behold me, behold me, 
unto a nation that was not called by my name. 

2 I have spread out ray hands all the day unto a rebellious 
people, which walketh in a way that was not good, after their 
own thoughts ; 

8 A people that provokctli me to anger continually to my 
face; that sacrificeth in gardens, and burncth incense upon 
altars of brick ; 

4 Which remain among the graves, and lodge in the 
monuments, which eat swine's flesh, and broth of abominable 
things is in their vessels ; 

6 Which say, Stand by thyself, come not near to me; for I 
am holier than thou. These are a smoke in my nose, a fire 
that burneth all the day. 

6 Behold, it is written before me : I will not keep silence, 
‘but will recompense, even recompense into their bosom, 

7 Your iniquities, and the iniquities of yoxxr fathers to- 
gether, saith the Load, which have burned meense upon the 


mountains, and blasphemed me upon the hills : therefore will 
I measure their former work into their bosom, 

Rkvlections uton IsAiAtt LXIV., LXV. — We Bhould ardently long 
an . earnestly pray for the copious and constant descent of tho Holy 
Spirit upon us as individuals, families, and clmrohoa. Wlion his 
gracious and refreshing influences descend, holy atfcctions will flow 
from our hearts like streams from the fountains. Then lu^irts of 
enmity, hardened as tho adamant, will melt into love. 0 what 
aatonishmcht will fill tho nations of tho earth when the Gospel 
shall bo universally proclaimed, and its influence universally felt I 
Peculiarly, abundantly, and permanently blessed are th(;y who lovo 
Christ, and who patiently and pcrscvcringly wait as humble sup- 
pliants at his throne. There ai’c blessings in reserve for them in 
lieaven more glorious than eye has ever seen, or ear has ever heard, 
or heart has ever conceived. Xothing was more unlikedy, nothing 
more apparently liopcloss, than the introduction of the; Gentiles into 
the Gospel Church ; and yet they are introduced into tho Church of 
Christ. Let praying parents never despair of their graceless ofl- 
Bpring. 

PIIAYER 

liTEHCIFUL and almighty Father, what reason have wc, 
in Jesus' name, to adore and magnify thy greatness, 
when Ave think of the; ineonceivablc glory of thine attributes, 
and of the greatness of tliy condescension, in allowing us to 
address thee as our Father, and to enjoy fellowship with thyself 
in the ordinances of thine appointment. 

We acknowledge that our existence was not only derived 
from thee, Imt also that our lives and comforts ami hopes are 
constantly dependent upon thee. AVe thank thee for pro- 
tecting us during the past night, and that, Avlien we were 
unable to defend onrsedves from the slightest evil, thou wast 
our defemee. This day communicate to us thy grace, that wc 
may glorify thee in our lives as well as hy our lips, in the 
sacred services of domestic worship. May our lives testify 
that our profession of the Gospel is no vain thing, but that it 
is aecjompanied by a Hi vine, holy, and active j^rinciple, which 
purifies the heart and adorns the life. 

AVe now pray for the gracious descent of the Spirit on us as 
a family, on the congregation of Avliicli avc form a })art, and on 
all the churches. Oh that thou wouldest rend tlie heavens, 
that thou wouldest come down, that tlie mountains miglit 
flow doAvn at tby presence ! O make tliy saving name more ^ 
extensively known in our land, and make it known as a name 
of majesty, power, and grace, even to thine adversaries ; then 
the nations shall tremble at tliy presence. 

Glory to tliy name, O God, for tlie rich blessings of mercy 
thou hast provided for thy children. O enable us Avith 
amazement to think of the munificent inlieritance thou hast 
laid up for tby people in those regions of safety and love into 
which no enemy shall ever enter. Truly, since the beginning 
of the world, men liave not heard, nor perceived by the ear, 
neither hatli the eye seen, O God, beside tlicc, Avliat thou hast 
prepared for those that wait for thee. 

Lor(ft teach our dear children to claim thee as their 
Father^ and thy Son as their Saviour, Enable them in faith 
to say^ But now^ 0 Lord, thou art our Father, and we all arc 
the work of thy hand. 

Lord, we confess that wc are all as an unclean thing, and 
all our righteousnesses arc as filthy rags : and we all do fade 
as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us aAvay. j 
Lord, pardon us through a Saviour's blood. O sufler us not j 
to die under tlio load of unpardoned guilt. Lord, forgive us, I 
thine humble, unworthy, guilty suppliants. ; 

Let our morning sacrifice meet with thine acceptance, and 
be followed with thy blessing. 

All we ask is for the sake of Jesus, thy Son and our Saviour. 
Ameo 
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li^KTir-NINTH WEEK.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


ood’s orkat compassion. 

Shann, Wtttminater, Tooting, StochporU b. m. 

1 Boul, repeat liis praise, 
iVX "VirhoBe mercies are so great; 

Whose anger is so slow to rise, 

So ready to abate. 

2 God will not always chide ; 

And when his strokes arc felt, 

His strokes arc fewer than our crimes, 

And lighter than our guilt. 

0 High as tho heavens are raised 
Above tho ground wo tread. 

Bo far the riches of his grace 
Our highest thoughts exceed. 

• 4 His power subdues our sins, 

And liis forgiving love, 

Far US the cast is i'rom the west, 

Doth all our guilt remove. 

6 The pity of the Lord 

To those that fear liis name. 

Is such as tender parents feel ; 

Ho knows our feeble frame. 

Watts, Ps. 103, p . XL 

3 JOHN. 

Walkinff in the, Truth. 

fPlIE elder unto the well-belovcd Gaius, whom I love in the 
truth. 

2 Beloved, I wish above all things that thou ruayest prosper 
and be in health, even as thy soul proapercth. 

3 For I rejoiced greatly, wlien the brethren came and 
testified of the truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest in 
the truth. 

4 I have no greater joy than to liear that my children walk 
in truth. 

5 Beloved, thou docst faithfully whatsoever thou docst to 
the brethren, and to strangers ; 

(1 Which have borne witness of thy charity before the ' 
church : whom if thou bring forward on their journey after a 
godly sort, thou shalt do well ; 

7 Because that for his name's sake they went forth, taking 
nothing of the Gentiles. 

8 We therefore ought to receive such, that we might be 
fellow-helpers to the truth. 

9 I wrote unto the church : hut Jliotreplies, who loveth to 
have the preeminence among tliem, rcceiveth us not. 

10 Wherefore, if 1 come, I will remember his deeds which 
he doeth, prating against ns with malicious words : and not 
content tlicrewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, 
and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the 
church. 

11 Beloved, follow not that which is evil, hut that which is 
good. lie that doeth good is of God: hut he that doeth evil 
hath not seen God. 

12 Demetrius hath good report of all men, and of the truth 
itself: yea, and we also hear record; and ye know that our 
record is true. 

13 1 had many things to write, but I will not with ink and 
pen write unto thee : 

14 But I trust I shall shortly see thee, and we shall speak 
face to face. Peace be to thee. Our friends salute thee. 
Greet the friends by name. 


KxrxECTioKS UPON 3 JouN. — The friendship of tho world is like 
tho morning cloud and early dow, which a})pear for a little time and 
then they are gone ; but as to the friendship of tho chU^n of God, 
it is lasting as eternity. Believers ore bound by ties of saored rcla* 
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tionflhip and of Divine love, which never can bo ^der. Moui 
hearts are right with God, we prefer the hodth of the soul befow 
the health of the body, and the prosperity of the gracos-before oa^ly 
treasures, which, in a moment, m.iy taio to themwlves wings, md flee 
away never to return. May our souls, our families, and our churchos 
resemble well-watered gardens, and fields which God hath blCMCd. 
Of what importance it is to seek and pray for the prosperity of Zion ! 
How encouraging the declaration, “They shall prosper who love 
Zion!” Let troublcrs of the Church of Christ tremble : mthout a 
converting change, they shall live and die under the Divine dis 
pleasure. 


PRAYER. 

W E adore thee, O Lord, as the chief good. Mercifully 
look upon us in the face of Jesus. The holiness of the 
purest of creatures is pollution compared with thy purity ; 
j the wisdom of Die wisest of intelligences is folly compared with 
I thy wisdom; and the benevolence of the most merciful of 
j beings is cold indifference compared with thy compassion. 
I Thou art kind to all, but particularly gracious art thou to 
I those who wait at thy throne, and who seek thy salvation. 

I Glory to thy name for the encouragement thou givest us to 
I jmt our trust under the shadow of thy wings. Thou art the 
! l)ountiful giver of all the good which our souls need or our 
j hearts desire; and it is tliou alone, Q Lord, who dost kindly 
I withhold from us all that evil which our multiplied sins 
deserve. 

Wc thank thcc that thou hast continued with us daily 
mercies, and that nothing lias failed ns in the temporal and 
spiritual blessings wc were enabled in faith to supplicate at 
the commencement of the day. To tliy earc and mercy wc 
commend ourselves, and all who are near and dear to us, this 
night. Preserve us from all tliose dangers to which both our 
souls and bodies are exposed by the number and aggravation 
of our sins. M ay our repose and sleep he safe and refreshing ; 
and, on tlie morning of another day, may w^e rise up invigor- 
ated, and prepared for serving thee, our God, with activityand 
zeal. 

We seek the blessing of our God on the spiritual food which 
lias now been presented Ijclbre ns by the oracles of Divine 
truth. O that each of us were enabled from the heart to say, 
with thy servant of old, Thy word was found of me, and I did 
eat it I We pray for more love to Christ, and for more love to 
all his saints. O may we love Jesus with a superlative regard ; 
then shall we love all them who bear a resemblance to his 
lovely image. Lord, grant tli&t in all lawful, worldly under- 
takings we may prosjxcr; but more especially may we prosper 
in our souls. Even if all our temporal prospects should wither, 
never, never may w c meet with soul-adversity. If our worldly 
sky should he gloomy, may our spiritual sky be illuminated *by 
the animating beams of thy heavenly smiles. 

Lord, have mercy on our children, and give them health 
of soul. May tve taste the greatest joy which imrents cAn 
feel on this side heaven — may wc see our children walking in 
the truth. 

Have mercy on all parents, and give them grace to train up 
their children in thy nurture and admonition; then will they 
take encouragement to hope that they shall see their children 
walking in the truth, and that they shall at last* meet in 
heaven, where no separation can ever take place among the 
blessed inhabitants. Prepare all of us for joining the society 
of our dear departed friends who have fallen asleep in Jesus : 
may wc see them face to face in heaven ; above all, may we 
see thee, our God, face to face. 

Graciously forgive, and hear, and answer, for the sake of 
Jesus, thy beloved Son and our Saviour. Amen. 


FORTY-NINTH WEEK.— WEDNESDAY MORNING. 


SALVATION IN JESITS. 

SiUton CoUfiM Jtepote. Peckhatn, s. m. 

1 ^PHE Lord on high proclaims 

* His Godhead his throne j 
Mercy and justice ore the names 
By which I will be known. 

2 Ye dying souls that sit 
In darkness and distress, 

Look from the borders of the pit 
To my recovering grace.*’ 

3 Sinners shall hear the sound ; 

Their thankful tongues shall own. 

“ Our righteousness and strength is found 
In thee, the Lord, alone.” VVatw, 9^ JP. /. 

ISAIAH LXV. 

A remnant saved, 

rpHHS saith the Lonn, As the new wine is found in the 
cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not ; for a blessing is in 
it : so will I Jo for my servants’ sakes, that I may not destroy 
them all. 

9 And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of 
Judah an inheritor of my mountains : and mine elect shall 
inherit it, and my servants shall dwell there. 

10 And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, and the valley of 
Achor a place for the herds to lie down in, for my people that 
have souglit me. 

11 But ye are they that forsake the Loan, that forget my 
holy mountain, that prepare a table for that troop, and that 
furnish the drink offering unto that number. 

12 Therefore will 1 number you to the sword, and ye shall 
all bow down to the slaughter ; because when I called, yc did 
not answer; when I spake, ye did not hear; but did evil 
before mine eyes, and did choose that whiirein I delighted not. 

18 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gon, Behold, my ser- 
vants shall eat, but ye shall be hungry ; behold, my servants 
shall drink, but yc shall be thirsty ; behold, my servants shall 
rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed : 

14 Behold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart, but yc 
shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl for vexation of 
spirit. 

15 And ye shall leave your name for a curse unto my 
chosen: for the Lord God shall slay thee, and call his ser- 
vants by another name : 

16 That he who blcsseth himself in the earth shall bless 
himself in the God of truth ; and he that sweareth in the earth 
shall swear by the God of truth ; because the former troubles 
are forgotten, and because they arc hid from mine eyes. 

17 For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth : and 
the former shall not bo remembered, nor come into mind. 

18 But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which 1 
create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her 
people a joy. 

19 And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my peojde : 
and the voice of weeping shall he no more heard in her, nor 
the voice of crying. 

20 There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an 
old man that hath not filled his days ; for the child shall die 
an hundred years old ; but the sinner being an hundred 
years old shall be accursed. 

21 And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and 
they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. 

22 They shall not build, and another inherit; they shall 
not plant, and another cat : for as the days of a tree are the 
days of my people, aiid mine elect shall long enjoy the work 
of their hands. 

28 They shall not labour in vain, nor bnng forth for 
trouble ; K)r they are the seed of the blessed of the Loan, and 
their offspring with them. 


24 And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will 
answer ; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear. 

Ekplectioks upon IsiiAH LXV. — Great was the depravity of the 
Jewish nation, and great tlie degeneracy of tho Jewish church, when 
the holy Isaiah delivered his w^onderful predictions ; still, some soil 
of grace remained ; still, some gold of unfei|ped piety was found 
among tho accumulated dross; without which, Israel had been 
utterly destroyed. Delightful truth ! Even among Abraham’s race, 
God has never been without a remnant of faithful worshippers ; and 
the time shall arrive, fixed by heaven’s decree, when the long- 
separated, expatriated Jews shall bo brought in witli tho fulness of 
tlio Gentiles, and shall form one glorious, united flock, under Jesus 
the great Shepherd of tho sheep. Let us joyfully anticipate the 
arrival of tho millennial blessedness and prosperity of the Church of 
Christ. What a change shall then take place, when, comparatively 
considered, there shall bo new heavens and a new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness ! Wo hail the blessed day. 

PIIAYER. 

O LORD our God, we praise thcc that it is our privilege 
again, on the morniug of another day, to lift up our eyes 
to thee, the hearer of prayer, who dwcllest in the heavens. 
Wc beseech thee to have respect both to us and our offerings, 
for the sake of him who offered up himself for our offences, ami 
who rose again for our justification. While w^e meet with thee, 
in prayer, O meet us with blessings ; and may thy throne, before 
which we arc now prostrate, prove to us a throne of grace. 

Blessed Jesus, wc would adore thcc as a Saviour gracious 
and mighty. Thou art a Saviour for all nations — for Jews as 
well as Gentiles. We adore tbee in tby sovereignty, manifested 
in the very limited number of Jews who have hitherto been 
made the subjects of tby grace. Wc praise thee that there 
has always betm a remnant according to the election of grace ; 
and that, as the new wine is found iu the cluster, and one 
saith, Destroy it not, for a blessing is iu it, so hast thou done 
for thy servants’ sake ; thou hast not destroyed them all. O 
let that blessed, illustrious day soon arrive, when thou wilt 
bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah an in- 
heritor of thy mountains. 

We pray for all who are the secret or the avoAved enemies 
of Christ and his people. Such as live without any attendance 
upon the means of grace, lead them by the hand of thy pro- 
vidence into tliy sanctuary, that they may see their sin and 
danger. Such as only outwardly attend the means of grace, O 
break their obstinate heart in pieces, and convince them of 
their peril In sitting under the sound of mercy, and yet re- 
jecting Christ, God’s invaluable, God’s greatest gift to man. 
Affect the minds of the unconverted with the calamities of 
impiety and sin ; shew them that, while tliy servants eat the 
food of eternal life, they arc liungry, feeding on the husks of sin ; 
that while tby children drink the refreshing waters of salvation, 
they shtdl be thirsty, without the consolations of religion ; and 
that while thy servants rejoice, they shall be ashamed and 
confounded. O convince them that, if they die without Christ,, 
there is a day assuredly approaching when thy servants will 
sing for joy of heart, while they shall cry lor sorrow of heart, 
aud howl for vexation of spirit. 

O impress the minds of our children with the solemnity of 
the truths that the wicked shall he turned into hell^ with (ill 
the nations that forget God ! Teach them to pray with the 
heart, Lord Jesusy save our souls. 

We present our thanksgivings for the refreshing sleep of the 
past night, and for the opportunity, of presenting our morning 
sacrifice. This day, order thou our steps in thy word, and 
let no wickedness have dominion over us. May the angel of 
thy presence save us, and may the God of angels be our shield, 
and our exceeding great reward. Hear and forgive, for the 
sake of Jesus, who is worthy of all blessing and praise. Amen. 
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PORTY-NINTH WEEK.--WBDNESDAY EVENING. 


PERSEVERING GRACE. 
JRtHiion, Tiffrit, Isaiah. Falcon Street, 
God tho only wise, 

Our Saviour and our King, 
Let all tho saints b(ilo\v the skies 
Their Inunble praises bring. 

^Tis his Almighty iovc. 

His coun.sol and liis care, 

Preserve us safe from sin and dt alb, 
And every hurtful snare. 

Ho will pres(!nt our souls 
Unblemished and complete, 

Before the gloiy of his fact;, 

With joys Divinely great. 


VVATTa, 51, If. I. 

JUDE. 

Wicledness of Men, and the JudyiMni’day, 

TUDE, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to 
^ them that are sanctified by God tlic Father, and preserved 
in Jesus Christ, and called ; 

2 Mercy unto you, ajicl peace, and love, be multiplied. 

3 Beloved, wlien I gave all diligence to write unto you of 
the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, 
and exhort you that yo should earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the saints. 

4 For there arc certain men crept in unawares, who wTre 
before of old ordained to tins condemnation, ungodly men, 
turning tlie grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying 
the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

5 I will therefore put you in remembrance, though yc 
once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people 
out of the land of Egypt, afterwards destroyed them that 
believed not. 

10 But these speak evil of tliose things which they know 
not : but what they know naturally, os brute beasts, in those 
things they corrupt themselves. 

11 Woe unto tliem ! for they have gone in the w ay of Cain, 
and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and 
perished in the gainsaying of Core. 

12 Tliese are spots in your feasts of charity, when they* 
feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds thetj 
are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit 
w'itherctb, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by tlie roots; 

13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; 
wandering stars, to whom is reserved th^e blackness of darkness 
for ever. 

14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of 
these, saying, Behold, the Lord cemeth with ten thousands of 
his saints, 

15 To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all tliat 
are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which 
they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. 

10 These are raurmurers, complainers, walking after their 
own lusts ; and their mouth speakctli great swelling words, 
having men's persons in admiration because of advantage. 

17 But, beloved, remember yc the words which were spoken 
before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

18 How that they told you there should be mockers in the 
last time, who should w'alk after their own ungodly lusts. 

19 These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having 
not the Spirit. 

20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most 
holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 

21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 

2S! And of some have compassion, making a difference : 

28 And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire ; 
hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 
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24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and 
to present you faultless before the presence of his gloiy with 
exceeding joy, 

25 To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, 

; dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. 

I Reflkctions rroN Jude. — Intimate is tho relation subsisting 
j betwixt brethren after the flesh; but this relationship must be 
j dissolved at death. Intimate and sacred is tho spiritual relation 
subsisting betwixt brethren in Christ, and that union shall remain 
! permanent and undisturbed throughout tho endless ages of eternity. 

I Animating iliotight ! w^hilo the adopted children of Christ's family on 
earth meet to part ngaki, in heaven they meet to part no more ; and 
where — 0 how gloriofts and how blessed ! — they shall bo ever with 
tho Lord. Many earnestly desire to bo presented unto earthly princes; 
may it bo tho most earnost desire of our souls to bo presented at last 
before the ])resenco of our God in the heaven of heavens, without 
spot, or Avrinkle, or blemish ; to unite with angels and the spirits of 
tho just made perfect in praising God and the Lamb for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


PRAYER. 

W E thank our God and Father in Clirisfc, that we are per- 
mitted and enabled, after the business, the temptations, 
the trials, and the events of the day, to draw near to the 
gracious presence of a prayer-hearing God. Enable us, in tlie 
sacred and solemn service in wliieh w’C are engaged, to 
glorify thy name, and to/)ffer to our God acceptable services, 
tlirongh the all-prevailing merit of a Saviour's righteousness. 

Exalted Redeemer, we adore tliee aa the only wise God our 
Saviour. Thou alone, by thy good spirit, art able to keep us 
from falling. 0 keep us from falling by tho arm of thine 
almighty grace. Thou alone art able to present us fatiltless 
before the presence of the glory of God the Father. O present 
us at death faultless before the prcserice of his glory with 
exceeding joy. When we think of thy glorious attributes and 
thy boundless love, wliat reason have we, in the adoring 
language of thine apostle, to sing, To the only wise God our 
Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now 
and ever. Amen. 

We thank thee, 0 Lord, for the stream of thy loving- 
kindness which has followed us this day, and which has 
followed us all the days of our lives. Wc seek thy Divine and 
gracious protection this niglit. O hide us in thy pavilion, 
and compass hs about with songs of deliverance. Whether 
asleep or awake, may thine everlasting arras be underneath us, 
and may our tlioughts dwell on thyself, and upon the wonders 
of redeeming grace. When time with us is no more, may we 
be admitted into the hcavcnly'city, from which darkness is for 
ever excluded, and where the glory of God shines with uu- 
clouded splendour. 

We pray for our relatives, our friends, and for tljoae wh«i: 
worship witli us publicly in the same sanctuary : may they be 
sanctified by God tlie Father, and preserved in Christ Jesus 
and called. ' 

li'e lay down our children at mercy's feel. Mercy uHlo 
them, and peace and love, be muUiplieU. 0 that they may 
join the ranks of Jesus’ army, qnd contend earnestly for the 
J atilt winch was once delivered to the saints 1 

We adore thee in thy great sovereignty manifested in 
passing over fallen augels, in providing no Saviour for them 
while thou didst provide a Redeemer for fallen men As fallen 
angels are reserved in everlasting chains unto the judgment of 
the great day, convince Gospel-despisers and Christ-despisers 
that, if they die in their sms, they must endure the vengeance 


We humbly seek an answer to our prayers, and the foreh 
s“o«. : 


Amen. 


jive- 

and 



FORTY.NINTH WEEK.— THURSDAY MORNINH. 


rOKMS VAIN WITHOUT SINCERITY. 
Bttkel. Walsall New, Burton, Priced 

A LMIGHTY Maker, God ! 

♦ How wondrous is thy name I 
Thy glories how diffused abroad 
Through the creation’s frame ! 
Nature in every dress 
Her humble homage pays, 

And tods a thousand ways to express 
Thine undissombled praise. 

My soul would rise and sing 
To her Creator too ; 

Pain would my tongue adore my King, 
And pay the worship due. 

Create my soul anew, 

Else all my worship’s vain; 

This wretched heart will ne’er bo true 
Until His formed again. 


ISAIAH LXVI. 

Tlie Sincere comforted, 

^'TIHUS saith the Lord, The heaven is my throne, and the 
-earth is my footstool : where is the house that ye build 
unto me ? and where w the place of my rest ? 

2 For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those 
things have been, saith the Loan : but to this wan will 1 look, 
even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trcmbletli 
at my word. 

10 Bejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all yc 
that love her: rejoice for joy with her, all ye that mourn for her: 

11 That*ye may suck, and be satisfied with the breasts of 
her consolations ; that yc may milk out, and be delighted with 
the abundance of her glory. 

12 For thus saith the Lord, Behold, I w\\\ extend peace to 
her like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing 
stream : then shall ye suck, yc shall be borne upon her sides, 
and be- dandled upoi\ her knees. 

13 As one whom his mother conifortcth, so will I comfort 
you ; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 

14 And wlven ye sec this, your heart shall rejoice, and 
your bones shall flourish like an herb : and the liand of tlui 
Lord shall be known toward his servants, and his indigna- 
tion toward liis enemies. 

1 5 For, behold, the Lord will come with fire, and with his 
chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and 
his rebuke with flames of fire. 

16 For by fire and by his sword will the Lord plead Avith 
all flesh : and the slain of the Lord shall be many. 

17 They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in 
the gardens behind one tree in the midst, eating swine’s 
flesh, and the abomination, aud the mouse, shall be con- 
sumed together, saith the Lord. 

18 For I know their works and their thoughts: it shall 
come, that I will gather all nations and tongues j and they 
shall come, and see my glory. 

19 And I will set a sign among tlicm, and I will send tliose 
that escape of them unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and 
Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal, and Javan, to the isles afar 
off, that have not heard my fame, neither have seen my glory; 
and they shall declare my glory among the Gentiles. 

20 And they shall bring all your brethren for an offering 
unto the Lord 'out of all nations upon horses, and in chariots, 
and in litters, and upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my 
holy molmtain JemsalenL saith the Lord, as the cliildrcn of 
Israel bring an offering in a clean vessel into the house of the 
Lord. 

21 And I will also take of them for priests and for Levites, 

saith the Lord. { 

22 For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will | 


make,, shall remain before me, saith the Lord, so shall your j 
seed and your name remain. j 

llKri.ECTiON8 UPON IsAiAU LXVI. — The inconceivable majesty, and 
the incalculable immensity of God, should fill us with astonishment 
and delight, when we think of his mwrey, condescension, and grace. 
Though the Creator, proprietor, and sovereign ruler of Die vast 
universe, he has greater delight in the soul of tho huinhlo and con- 
trite, than in tho most gorgeous and magnificent temple ever roared 
by the hands of men. While the costliest sacrifices presented to God 
without solemnity and sincerity must be rejected, may it be our 
hlesscdnoss to ofiW spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God, through 
JesuB Christ our Lord. Exalted is tho spiritual rank of tho saints of 
God ; they are a holy nation, a peculiar people, a royal priesthood ; 
and form a port of that kingdom w'hich sliall endure for over, and 
unjoy tho countless blessings of Immanuers reign. 

PRAYER. 

^ LOUD our God, the only object of religious worship, we 
^ lift up the eyes of our soul to the Divine Spirit, that wo 
may be enabled to adore and praise thee. Hoav inconceivable 
is thy majesty ! The heaven is thy throne, and the earth is 
thy footstool. No earthly temple of the greatest magniliccnco 
can ever contain thee, or bo worthy thy residence, for tho 
heaven of heavens cannot contain thee. Tliiiic uncreated and 
infinite essence pervades the universe, and fills unbounded 
space. We praise thy gracious condescension, tliat, notwith- 
standing thy glorious dignity, thou dost honour Avith thy 
presence the sanctuaries where congregations assemble, and 
the abodes where pious families reside. 

Comfort thy poor and afflicted peonlc with the delightful 
truth, that, though they are overlooked and despised of men, 
they enjoy the peculiar care and protection of the Creator of the 
universe, and of the King and Saviour of Zion. We bless thee 
for that gracious promise, whicli has never failed in its accom- 
plishment, and which Avill continue to bo tho heritage of thy 
people till the close of ages : I’o this man will I look, even 
to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trdmbleth at 
my Avord. 

We supplicate from our God sincerity in our religious pro- 
fession. O give us sincere repentance, sincere contrition, 
sincere love, and sincere z(jal lor tliy glory. May avc not 
only have zeal about religious tilings, but may our zeal be 
religious — of that character Avhich is inspired by the Holy 
Ghost — divine in its origin and permanent in its duration. 

Let it not be said of us as a family, They draw near unto me 
with their lips, while their hearts arc far from me. 

Bless all the genuine members of tby Church with increase 
of grace, and bless tliy Church with a great and rapid increase 
of unfeigned members. Hasten the gloiy of the kingdom of 
Jesus. May he soon see in the conversion of kingdoms the 
travail of his soul, and be satisfied. Gixc ns great reason to 
rejoice with our New Testament Jerusalem, that A^e may be 
delighted Avith the abundance of her glory. 

Make our children members of ihg Church,, and mag they 
drink of the milk of her consolations. Convince them of the 
infinite superiority of the joys of religion above all carnal 
and corrupt delights. 

Say to all our aged friends, and to all avIio are tried by 
affliction. As one whom his mother comforteth, so Avill I 
comfort you, aud ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem. - 

We bless our heavenly Father for the mercies of the niglit. 
Thou hast sustained us, and made us to dwell in safety. Dis- 
pose of us, and all that concerns us, this day, for thy gloiy. 

At all times, in all circumstances, and in all companies, may 
we be preserved from the greatest of all evils — the evil of sin. 
Sanctify to us the sacred ordinance which we have now been 
permitted to observe ; hear our prayers, and forgive our siiw, 
tor the Mediator’s sake, thy Son and our Saviour, Amen* 
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CHKIST PRAISED. 

H'airmcti, ^ Oxcnden Scotch Cku/rch. Hammonds c. H. 

1 ^pO him that loved tho souls of men, 

^ And washed us in his blood, 

To royal honours raised our head, 

And made us priests to God, — 

2 To him let every tongue be praise, 

And every heart bo love ! 

All grateful honours paid on earth, 

^ And nobler songs above ! 

3 Behold, on flying clouds he comes ! 

His saints shall bless the day; 

While they that pierced him sadly mourn 
In anguish and dismay. 

Scotch Parapubasb, G4. 

KEVELATION 1. 

ChrUVa Olortf. 

J OHN to the seven churehea which are in Asia: Grace he 
unto you, and peace, frofn him which is, and which was, 
and wliich is to come ; and from the seven Spirits which arc 
before his throne ; 

5 And from Jesus Christ, ivlio is the faithful witness, and 
the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of 
the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, 

6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and liis 
Father ; to him he glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

7 Behold, he cometh with clouds ; and every eye shall see 
him, and they also which pierced him : and all kindreds of 
the earth shall v'ail because o.f him. Even so, Amen. 

B I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, 
oaith the Lord, which is, and wliich was, and wliich is to 
come, the Almighty. 

9 I John, who also am your brother, and companion in 
tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, 
was in the isle that is called Patinos, for the word of God, 
and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

10 I was in the Sjiirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind 
me a great voice, as of a trumpet, 

11 Saying, I am Alplia and Omega, the first and the last: 
and. What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the 
seven churches which arc in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto 
Smyrna, and unto Pergarnos, and unto Thyatira, and unto 
Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. 

12 And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And 
being turned, I saw seven golden caiKllesticks ; 

13 And in tho midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto 
the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, 
and girt about the brejists with a golden girdle. 

14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as 
snow ; and his eyes were as a fiame of fii’e ; 

15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a 
furnace ; and his voice as the sound of many waters. 

IG And he had in his right hand seven stars : and out of 
his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword : and hi? countenance 
was as the sim shineth in his strength. 

17 And when I saw him, I fell at liis feet as dead. And 
he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me. Fear not ; I 
am the first and the last : 

18 / am he that liveth, and was dead ; and, behold, I am 
alive for evermore. Amen ; and have the keys of hell and of 
death. 

19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things 
which are, and the things which shall be hereafter ; 

20 The mystery of the seven stars <rhich thou sawest in 
my right band, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven 
stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven 
candlesticks which thou sawest are tho seven churches. 

662 


RmBCTioKS OTON Rev. I.— Bouadlew grace u 
the great mediatorial depoeitory of aU grace, for tho supply of the 
Church militant on earth, and the Church tnumphmt m Jheavra. 
By daily prayer, may wc draw Uving water from thw ovorflo™ 
fountain of grace. How glorious are the titles rf Chnst, «d hoyr 
numerous and endearing are the rektions m which he Biwds to his 
people ! May we see our interest in all his titles, in au ms omc^ 
and in all his relations. We arc assuredly on the way which le^ 
to tho heavenly Canaan, if wc cun say with humility, Jesus is the 
object of our love ; if we believe that we are the objects of his love, 
that the merit of his blood has washed away the red stains of our 
guilt, and that the influences of his spirit are wastog away the 
ut'na wrnrn f.Vin noven nhiirohes of Asia oomnared to 
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innentancc oi me samts, uuu that the light of salvation shines within 
them and around them. May it be our privUege to form a part of 
that Church, of which Jesus is tho glory and defence. 


PlIAYER. 


I j^XALTED Saviour, whom angels and the spirits of just 
men made perfect adore, we now prostrate ourselves as a 
family before thy throne, and acknowledge thee as a faithful 
witness, the first-begotten of the dead, and the prince of. the 
kings of the eartli. O give us faith in thte as our Saviour, 
that wc may now join in that anthem of praise which is sung 
l)y the ransomed millions before thy throne above : Unto him 
that loved us, and washed ns from our sins in his own blood, 
and hath made us kings and priests to God and his Father, to 
him be glory and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Affect our minds solemnly and suitably, O Jesus, with the 
prospect of thy future and glorious appearance in the* clouds of 
lieavcn, to judge the world. Daily may we meditate on tho 
judgment-day, and examine ourselves, whether we are in- 
terested in thy righteousness, without which none can be 
acquitted before tliy great tribunal. 0 strike terror into the 
minds of liardenecl and unconverted sinners, by bringing their 
sins to their remembrance, in connection with the awful 
solemnities of a final judgment. Impress these Divine words 
»on their hearts: Behold, he cometh with clouds, and every 
eye shall sec lijm, and they also wdiich pierced him ; and all 
kindreds of the earth sliall wail because of him. 

Lead the thoughts of our dear children to the sedemnities 
of the last day, O bring forth the best robe, and put it on 
them, and grant that tve and they may appear on the right 
hand of the Judge ; then we shall he ever with the LoreL 
Blessed Jesus, thou art Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the ending, who art, who wast, and art to come, the 
Almighty. May it be our happiness to join the Church 
triumphant .above, where w'e shall for ever behold the unveiled 
glories of tliy Divine nature and of thy mediatorial majesty. 

Wc thank thee for enabling thy faithful servants, in various 
periods of the history of thy Church, to endure tribulation 
with patience, as a testimony of their belief in tho truth of 
tlie blessed Gospel, and as an evidence of their warm and 
superlative love to thyself, the object of their most exalted 
regard. 

We thank thee for tho Lord’s day, and for all the good 
that has been accomplished on that holy day, and for all the 
benefit and comfort wc have enjoyed in the observancie of the 
various ordinances more particularly belonging to that .biased 
day. Ever may we bo in tho Spirit on thy day. As St. John 
obtained a glorious sight of Jesus on that day, when, he ap- 
peared before him more glorious than the starry aky, 0 may 
we obtain on that dav those views of Christ Vhidr wwl fill our 
hearts with wonder, love, and praise* » 

Accept om' thanks for aU the mercies of the day. Omdonsly , 
be our comforter and defender this night j' aina, 

and hear our prayers, for Jesus' Bake,^o is wo^jr, with tho 
Father and Holy Spirit, to receive endleos pnonei, 
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humiliation. 

Oron^gt, 8t.Bride$. CritMewood. WhiUfidd. 
1 ^HT judgments cry aloud, 

0 ever righteous God, 

And in the sight of all our land, 

Thou liftest up thy rod. 


2 Aloud thjr servants cry, 
Oommissioned from thy throne, 

And like a trumpet raise their voice 
To make thy judgments known. 

3 But who that cry attends, 

And makes his safety sure. 

Booked by the tempest they should flee, 
They sleep the more secure. 


s. u. 


DooDRtnaK. 


JEREMIAH I. 

Calling of Jeremiah* 

rpHB words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiali, of thp priests 
that were in Anathoth in the laud of Benjamin : 

2 To whom the word of the Lord came in the days of 
Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, in the thirteenth year 
of his reign. 

3 It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah 
king of Judah, unto the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah 
the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the carrying away of 
Jerusalem captive in the fifth month. 

4 Then the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 

5 Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and 
before thou earnest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, 
and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. 

6 Then said I, Ah, Lord God I behold, I cannot speak : 
for I am a child. 

7 But the Lord said unto me. Say not, I am a child: for 
thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I 
command thee thou shalt ^pcak. 

8 Be not afraid of their faces : for I am with thee to deliver 
thee, saith the Lord. 

9 Then the Lord put forth his hand, and touched my 
mouth. And the Lord said unto me, Behold, I have put my 
words in thy mouth, 

10 See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over 
the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, 
and to throw down, to build, and to plant. 

11 Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 
Jeremiah, what seest thou? And I said, I see a rod of an 
almond tree. 

12 Then said the Lord unto me, Thou hast well seen : for 
I will hasten my word to perform it. 

18 And the word of the Lord came unto me the second 
time, saying, What seest thou ? and 1 said, I see a seething 
pot; and the face thereof is toward the north. 

14 Then the Lord said unto me. Out of the north an evil 
shall hreak forth upon all the inhabitants of the land. 

16 For, lo, I will call all the families of the kingdoms of 
the north, saith the Lord ; and they shall come, and they 
shall set every one his throne at the entering of the gates of 
Jerusalefn^ and a^nst all the walls thereof round about, and 
against all the cities of Judah. 

16 And I will utter my judgments against them touching 
all their wickedness, who have forsaken me, and have burned 
incense unto other gods, and worshipped the works of their 
owhl bauds. 

17 Thou i^erc^ore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak 
unto them aU I command thee : be not dismayed at their 

)est t confound thee before them. 

18 Foi^^; 1 hare made thee this day a defended city, 

and en iron brasen walls against the whole lana, 

mintC against the princes thereof, against 

t£e pii6sts;lheT^ against the people of the land. 


19 And they shall fight against thee ; but they shall not 
pi^vail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the Lord, to 
deliver thee. 

Reixbotioms upon Jbb. I -Jeremiah signifies One i-aised up by 
God.”, The young and hoty prophet in bearing this name was an 
eminent typo' of Jesus, the great Prophet of the Church, who was 
raised up by his Father to vindicate the glory of the lliviue perfcc- 
tions, to magnify the law, to repair tho ruins of the fall, and to 
obtain a great and glorious salvation for our ruined race. Tho word 
of the Lord come to Jeremiah ; and the word of tho Lord has oome 
to us. In tho reading of tho Scriptures it has come to our oyo ; in 
the hearing of the Gospel it has come to our ear. Lot us ask, with 
seriousness and concern, Has it come to onr hearts by tho quickening, 
saving power of tho Holy Ghost ? Has it cornu witli demonstration 
and with power ? How encouraging it was to Jeremiah to know 
that he was included from all eternity in God^s purpose of unchang- 
ing lovo ! May God enable us, by his Spirit, to say in tho lauguuw 
of the Apostlo with joy and thankfulness, ** God hath chosen us m 
Chiist from the foundation of tho world that we should bo holy.” 
Amen. 


PRAYER. ' 

O LORD our God, in Zion thy Church, thou art praised by 
thy redeemed people, the objects of thy regard, whom 
thou hast delivered from the lowest hell, and whom thou wilt 
admit into the highest heaven. In the glorious realms of 
celestial blessedness, angels and archangels, and the spirits of 
just men made perfect, worship thee witli feelings of the most 
refined and exalted delight, as the fountain of all blessedness, 
and as the possessor of ill uncreated and boundless excellences. 
O how highly favoured are we, who are permitted, on the morn- 
ing of this day, to engage in exercises similar to the employ- 
ment of the blessed above I Enable us to present spiritual and 
acceptable services, through the prevailing merit of a Saviour’s 
righteousness. We thank our God for the mercies of the night, 
We desire to trust that we have enjoyed thy special care. Wc 
praise thee that no evil has been permitted to come near our 
dwelling. May we enjoy the great blessing of tho guidance of 
thy wisdom this day in all our engagements, whether of a 
secular or a spiritual nature. ' 

Enable our dear children and household ever to wield the 
armour of salvation^ and make them victorious over every 
enemy y and triumphant over every temptation* 

We thank thee, O Lord, that thou hast revealed thy will to 
tho children of men, and that the Divine and inspired Word 
was miraculously communicated to the minds of ancient pro- 
phets, who have handed down to us, even in these last days 
of tho world, the Divine revelations with which they were 
entrusted. We adore theo in thy sovereign clioice of those 
men whom thou didst raise up find qualify for being thine 
ambassadors to kings and nations. Glory to tho Most High, 
that, as thou didst decree Jeremiah before ho was formed, ami 
ordain him to be a prophet to the nations, so thou didst fix 
from all eternity on Jesus, the Son of thy love, to bo the 
prophet, the priest, and the king of thy Church. We rejoice, 
O Jesus, that thou hast come, and completed the unparalleled 
work of the redemption of men. 

May what we have now read of the wickedness of ancient 
Israel remind us of our own sins, and of the sins of our native 
land. Lord, give our land the prosperity of increasing piety. 
May a double portion of thy spirit rest on all thy ministers. O 
touch their hearts with thy gracious influence, put thine own 
words into their mouths, and let them not be afraid of men, 
who shall die. Let them not be afraid of their faces, seeing 
thou hast promised to be with them, and deliver them. 

Bless to us this sacred ordinance of domestic worship, hear 
the breathings of our soul, fprgive our sins ; and all we ask is 
for the sake of onr ^exalted Saviour. Amen. 
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SNCOURAOEMENT TO FIGHT OUR SPIRITUAL ENEMIES. 

OWm6roo2r. Essex, Falcon Street, 2t. 

1 TIJ AHK ! now tho watchmen cry ! 

Attend tho trumpet’s sound ; 

Stand to your arms ! tho foe is nigh ! 

Tho powers of hell surround ! 

2 Who bow to Christ’s command, 

Your arms and hearts propjire ; 

Tho day of battle is at hand ! 

Go forth to glorious war ! 

8 Go up with Christ your lioad, 

' Your Captain’s footsteps see ; 

Follow your Captain, and be led 

To certain victory. C. Wksley. 

IIEVELATION IF. 

Ldtcra to the Churches of Ephesus and Pcrf/timos. 

U NTO the angel of the church of Ephesus write ; These 
things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right 
hand, who walkcth in thej midst of the seven golden caudle- 
sticks ; 

2 I know tliy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and 
how thou canst not bear them wbieli are evil : and thou bast 
tried them which say they arc apostles, and are not, and hast 
found them liars : 

3 AihI hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s 
Bake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. 

4 Nevertheless 1 have sonieiohat against thcc, because thou 
hast left thy first love. 

5 licracraher therefore from wlicncc thou art fallen, and 
repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thcc 
(piic’kly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, 
except thou repent. 

G But tliis thou hast, that thou hatest the deed.s of the 
Nicohiitancs, which 1 also hate. 

7 lie that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches; To liim that overeometh will 1 give to eat 
of the tree of life, wiiicli is in the midst of the paradise of 
God. ‘ 

8 And unto the angel of the ehurcjh iu Smyrna write; 
These things saitli the first and the last, which was dead, ami 
is alive ; 

9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but 
thou art ricli) and I know the hhispheiny of them which say 
they are Jews, and are not, but are the? synagogue of Satan. 

10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt sutter: 
behold, the d.evil shall ca.st some of you into ])rison, that ye 
may he tried ; and ye shall have tribulation ten days ; he thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 

11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches; He that overeometh shall not be hurt 
of the second death. 

12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; 
These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two 
edges ; 

13 1 know thy works, and where tliou dwollcat, etwn where 
Satan’s seat is : and thou boldest fast my name, and hast not 
denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipaa was 
my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan 
dwelleth. 

14 But I have a few things against thcc, because thou 
hast there them that hold tlic doctrine of Balaam, who taught 
Balac to cast a stumblinghlock before tho children of Israel, 
to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. 

15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the 
Nicolaitanes, which thing I hat(i. 

IG Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will 
fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 

17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit ftaith 


unto the churches; To him that ovCTCometh wiU I give to eat 
of the hidden manna, and will give him a white ston^ and in 
the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth wring 

he that rcceiveth i7. ,, ,, 

REFLEcrroNs upon Rev. n.-Ministers are angels or messengers to 
whom tho groat King and Head of the Church has committ^ tee 
great moss^e of suhmtion, and of terms of peace and r^onoteation 
to our fallen, rebellious, rumed race. A more sa^ and m^rtot 
message never could be committed to the care of ho^ and feith^ 
angels! worshipping before tho heavenly throne, ^ waitmg the 
commfind of their Divine Lord. 0 with what fidelity, eamestnoss, 
and affection ministers should deliver this message of matchlew lovo 
and boundless grace! lias the Gospel-message come home to our 
hearts with saving power? If this is the c^e, om lives wm 
exemplify tho fruits of righteousness. Tho soeiety of the holy will 
bo to m a souree of the sweetest enjoyment; and tho fellowship and 
practice of the unrighteous tho object of our deepest aversion. Have 
we love to Jesus ? L(?t us be earoful tliat tho Divine plant do not 
wither or decay; let us b(‘ eareful that the Divine fire bum with 
increasing ardour and shine with increasing brightness. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, before whose omniscient eyes all hearts 
are naked and open, from whom no secret can be con- 
cealed, mercifully cl(iaiise our hearts at this time, that we may 
be enabled in the name of Jesus to approach thy presence, 
and present our prayers under the influence of holy affections 
and lioly fear. - 

Wc desire to feci gratefully sensible of thy kindness during 
the past day, and wc supplicate the forgiveness of the offences 
with which wc are chargeable. May we, notwithstanding all 
our unworth inoss, experience this night a continuance of thy 
gracious kindness and protection. Bless us and keep us, that 
no evil may befall ns, nor any ])laguc come near our dwelling. 

Bless, Holy Spirit, the searching and trying truths wc have 
now read. May they teach us to look within, and see whether 
wc possess genuine piety; and, if we possess it, to inquire 
wh(?ther it is nourishing and prosperous. Holy Saviour, w'c 
adore thee as the King of Zion, who lioldest the stars in thy 
right hand, and who walkest in thy grace and power, iu the 
midst of the golden candlesticks, even the churches of thy 
people. Walk, we beseech thee, in the midst of us as a family, 
and iu the midst of us as a congregation, and in the midst of 
us as a luitiou ; and may all our hearts be captivated with thy 
loveliness and thy love. As an evidence that we are thy 
regenerated children, may Our hearts be filled with an hatred ' 
of sin, and a deep-rooted aversion to the manners and society 
of them that are evil. Lord, preserve us from spiritual 
declension. If wc have ever known the saving power of 
religion, may it never he said of us, what was said of th(^ 
church of Ephesus, Y^e liave left your first love. Grant, O 
Lord, that our love to Jesus may increase and not diminish. 
Wc supplicate grace to encounter and conquer all our spiritual 
enemies. O make us conquerors over the devil, the world, 
and the flesh. 

Make our beloved children good soldiers of Jesus Christ, 
Enable them to obtain victories over their corruptions, before 
their lusts acquire the vigour of deep-rooted and long confirmed 
habits, 

Wc thank thee, O Lord, for the blessed promise thou hast 
given to the overconier. May we be admitted at death to the 
heavenly paradise, to partake of the fruits of the tree of life, 
even the blessings of a Saviour’s purehase. Teaeh pa to hold 
fast thy name; and, amid those who deny the faith, may we 
contend for the faith once delivered unto the saints. In the 
heavenly world may we partake of the hidden manna with all 
the saints, and unite with them in songs of joyftil praise. 

Lord, hear the prayers and forgive the sins of thine unworthy 
petitioners, for Jesus’ sake, our most blessed Saviour. Amen. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS. 

iTbS&f. OlaremonL TooUtig, Aynhoe, B. k. 

1 T ET sinners take their course, 

~ And choose the road to death : 

But in the worship of my God 
1*11 spend my daily breath. 

2 thoughts address hia throne 

' ’When morning brings the light ; 

I seek his blessing every noon, 

And pay my vows at night. 

3 Thou wilt regard my cries, 

0 my eternal God ! 

While sinners perish in surprise 
Beneath thine angry rod. Wattf, Ps. 55 . 

JEJIEMIAII II. 

* JivraeVa JBadsUdhif/. 

Tl/TOREOVER the word of the Loud came to me, sayings 
2 Go and cry in the cars of Jerusalem, saying, 'i’h 
aaith the Lord ; I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, 
the love of thine espousals, when thou weiitest after me in the 
wilderness, in a land that was not sown. 

3 Israel ivas holiness unto the Lord, and the firstfruita of 
his increase : all that devour him shall offend ; evil shall cornc 
upon them, saith the Lord. 

4 Hear, ye the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all 
the families of the house of Israel : 

6 Thus saith the Lord, What iniquity have your fathers 
found in me, that they are gone far from me, and have walked 
after vanity, and are become vain ? 

6 Neither said they, Where is the Lord that brought us 
up out of the land of Egypt, that led us through the wilder- 
ness, through a land of deserts and of pits, through a laud of 
drought, and of the shadow of death, through a laud that no 
man passed through, and where no man dwelt? 

7 And I brought you into a plentiful country, to eat the 
fruit thereof, and the goodness thereof ; but when ye entered, 
ye defiled my land, and made mine heritage an abomination. 

8 The priests said not. Where is the Lord? and they that 
handle the law knew me not : the pastors also transgressed 
against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked 
after things that do not profit. 

9 Wherefore I will yet plead with you, saith the Lord, and 
with your children’s children will I plead. 

10 For pass over the isles of Chittim, and see ; and send unto 
Kcdar, and consider diligently, and see if there he such a thing. 

11 Hath a nation changed their gods, which arc yet no 
gods? but my people have changed their glory for that which 
doth not profit. 

12 Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horrildy 
afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the Lord. 

13 For my people have committed two evils; they have 
forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them 
out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water. 

14 Is Israel a servant ? is he a home-born slave ? why is he 
spoiled? 

15 The young lions roared upon him, and yelled, and they 
made his land Waste : hia cities are burned without inhabitant. 

16 Also the children of Noph and Tahapanes have broken 
the crown of thy head. 

17 Hast thou not procured this unto thyself, in that thou 
hast forsaken the Lord thy God, when he led thee by the way? 

18 And now what hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, to 
drink the waters of Sihor? or what hast thou to do in the 
way of Assyria, to drink the waters of the river ? 

19 Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy back- 
slidings shall reprove thee : know therefore and see that it is an 
evil thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God, 
and that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord Goo of hosts. 


Reflections upon Jee. u. — There is something peculiarly lovdv 
captivating in youthful piety. It msombles the copious and 
fragrant blossoms of spring, which are the harbingers of a fruitful 
harvest. It resembles the glowing colours of a morning sky, the 
harbmger of the splendour of noonday. How affecting the com- 
parison of tho ardent love of Israel to God in tho early period of 
their history, with thoir apostasy, idolatry, and rebellion in future 
days ! May the following words of Jesus, our Divine teacher and 
Saviour, sink deep into all our hearts: “He that putteth his hand 
to tho plough, and looketh back, is not fit for tho kingdom ol 
heaven.* Wo cannot conceive the infatuating and deluding power 
of sin. It nlionatos man from God, his Creator, benefactor, and 
Saviour. Even though tho soul is parched with thirst, and panting 
for the waters of happiness, under sin’s power it forsakes Jesus, tho 
only fountain from which the refreshing streams of happiness fiow, 
“ Lord, deliver us from sin’s deluding reign !” 


0 


PRAYER. 

THOU Lord of hosts, we rejoice that thou art. the Father 
of mercies and the Lord our God. We bless thee that 
thou hast watched over thine unworthy servants and sup- 
pliants during the past night, and that \vc are permitted to 
Ihe blessing of fellowship with thee our God in the 
exercises of domestic ^vorship. As our bodies liave been 
awakened, and wc arc raised from our beds in safety and in 
peace, O may our souls be in reality awakened from the slum- 
bers of sin, and be the subjects of a spiritual resurrection, and 
made partakers of a life spiritual, gracious, and eternal. Bless 
to us the reading of the Scriptures. May we read the Bible 
with increasing light, increasing love, and increasing benefit. 
May we enjoy the heavenly food thy Word presents, and may 
it be more delightful to our souls than honey to our lips. 
Through thy Word may wc ever hold fast the blessed hope of ' 
everlasting life, which thou hast given us in Jesus Christ our * 
Lord. 

W c lift up our eyes for that supply of grace which is neces- 
sary to enable us to glorify thee our God and Saviour in all 
the engagements of the day. Daily may wc receive out of 
Christ’s fulness, and grace for grace. 

We adore and praise thee, O Jesus, that thou takest thy 
people into a saving and intimate union with thyself, which 
will never be dissolved. May w(i be united to thee by that 
marriage covenant which cannot he dissolved by death. Have 
meroy 011 young converts, and maintain within them the kind- 
ness of tlicir youth ; and cherish in lively activity the love of 
their espousals. Let not the ardour of their piety aiminish, and 
let not their zeal in thy cause become cold. As individuals, 
and as a family, may we be holiness unto the Lord. O enable 
us now to consecrate ourselves to tlicc tlie Lord. Divine 
Spirit, give us thy gracious aid. O Lord, wc surrender to 
thee our souls and bodies, that they may be made thy holy 
temples. Never allow us to be subdued by fleshly lusts, or 
to become the prey of sinful passions. As thou didst give 
thyself for us, O Jesus, what obligations arc we under to 
surrender ourselves to thee ! 

fFe pray not that our children may be raised to me enjoy^ 
ment of worldly honours and earthly wealthy but we pray mat 
they mag be holiness to the Lord. O sanctify them for thyself f 

We seek grace to mourn over our depravity and sin. Wc 
have committed two great evils ; wc have forsaken thee the 
fountain of living waters, and we have hewn out to ourselves 
cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water. Lord, for- 
give us this our sin, and enable us now to return unto thee, 
the fountain of salvation and love. Lord, we are black, and 
would fly to thee, the Divine fountain. Blessed Saviour, help 
us, or we die. 

, Wc present our prayers, and supplicate the pardon of all our 
sins, for Jesus’ sake, to whom, with the Father and Holy Ghost, 
we ascribe dominion and power, for ever and ever. Ameu. 

636 



FORTY-NINTH WEEK.— SATURDAY EVENING. 


2 


3 


TftAVBLtlNG TO HEAVEN WITH SONGS. 
Orc^iihrook, Collier Jim. Ryland, Shirland. 

[ A WAKE and sing the song 
Qf Moses and the Lamb ; 

Wake every heart, mid (‘.very tongue, 

To praise the Saviour’s name. 

Sing of his dying love; 

Sing of his rising power ; 

Sing how he intercedes above, 

For thoBO whose sins he bore. 

Soon shall ye hear him say, 

Ye blessed children, come ; 

Soon will he call you hence away, 

And bike his wanderers homo. 


8. IL 


Haamoiid. 




REVELATION II. 

Letter to the C/mrch of Thyatira. 

A nd unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; 

- These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes 
like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass ; 

19 I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, 
and thy patience, and thy w^orks ; and the last to be more 
than the first. 

20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, bn- 
cause thou suffercat that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself 
a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit 
fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. 

21 And 1 gave her space to repent of her fornication ; and 
she repented not. 

23 And I will kill her children with death ; and all the 
churches shall know that I am he which searcheih the reins 
and hearts: and I m\l give unto every one of you according 
to your works. 

24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as 
many as have not this doctrine, and which liave not known 
the depths of Satan, as they speak; 1 will put upon you none 
other burden. 

25 But that which ye have alreadtj hold fast till I come. 

26 And he that overcometh, and kc'cjieih my works unto 
the end, to him will I give power over the nations : 

27 And ho shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the 
vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers : even as I 
received of my Father. 

28 And 1 will give him the 'morning star. 

29 He that hath an ear^ let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches. 

REVELATION III. 

JjfAtcr to the CJtvrch of Sardte. 

A ND unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These 
things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and 
the seven stars ; I know thy works, that thou hast a name 
that thou livest, and art dead. 

2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, 
that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect 
before God. 

3 Remetnbcr therefore how thou hast received and heard, 
and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, 
I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what 
hour I will come upon thee. 

4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have' not 
defiled their garments ; and they shall walk with me in white : 
for they are worthy. 

5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white 
raiment ; i^nd I will not blot out liis name out of the book of 
life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before 
his angels, 
one 


6 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit eaith 
unto the churches . 

RisirusaroNS Ebv. u-. m.— When we think of Clmet * 
majesty, omniscionco, and mercy, we see how infinitely entiUed 
hifl words of truth, love,, and mcdiatonol authonty, are to ouf 
attention, admiiution, and believing acceptance. How Mtomshing 
tho tenderness and condescension of Christ— he gives his people 
grace, admires them as arrayed in his graces, and most generously 
commends and rewards them for thoir exercise !— It is humUiating 
to think how prone men are to w^ander in the byways of erroneous 
opinions and hateful passions. Though God graciously boors long 
with such provocations, yet if the day of repentance is despised, an 
awful day of retribution must inevitably follow. From such sins, 
and from such consequences, may we be mercifully preserved. 
Blessed are Christ’s laithful soldiers : hero they are clothed with 
his righteousness, and crowns of glory await them in heaven. 


PRAYER. 

B lessed saviour, the only M'isc God, while thon dost 
appear gracious to tliy people iu smiles of love, thou dost 
appear terrible to thine enemies iu frowns of wrath. Thine 
eyes are like unto a llamc of fire, and thy feet like unto fine 
brass, as when it burncth iu a furnace. Suffer us not, O 
Jesus, to despise thy salvation, or to reject the invitations of 
thy mercy. Convince all of us that, if we will not submit 
unto thee as the Laml) of God, who taketh away the sins of 
the world, we must submit to thee as the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, who will tear thine enemies in pieces, when there will 
be none to deliver. 

Thou, O Immanuel, art the ommscient God, Thou art 
not indifferent about the thoughts which are passing through 
the minds of men, for tliou triest the reins and searcbest the 
hearts of the ehildren of men. O deeply impress on our 
minds that truth, that thou not only seest the heart, but 
scarcbest our hearts. O how black and vile must our hearts 
appear, omniscient Saviour, before the eyes of tliy spotless 
purity ! \Yc rejoice that \Tliilo thou seest the heart in all its 
vilencss, thou art not only able but willing to wash away its 
stains, and to bestow the ornaments of grace. Thou art willing 
to take away all its diseases, and bless it with the vigour and 
liveliness of spiritual health. Come, blessed Saviour, and deliver 
us from the dominion of all our hateful passions, and enrich 
our minds with heavenly principles, spiritual views, and holy 
affections. May we be rich iu grace, and rich in good works. 
Enable us to show that charity, service, faith, and patience, 
which will testify we are living branches in Christ, the true 
vino. May we not only show the leaves and blossoms of a 
profession, but may we bring forth the fruits of grace. 

lake our children, loho, in conscqueyice of their relation to 
us their parents, are by nature wild olives^ and by grace may 
they become green olives in thy house. 

Preserve thy Church from seducers. We have now read of 
an early seducer, who was polluted and profane, and who 
allured professors into the mire of gross immorality: Lord, 
preserve thy Church from all similar seducers. We pray for 
such of our relatives as may be living in the indulgence of 
sensual and unclean enjoyments. Lord, give them repent- 
ance; impress them with the conviction of the unavoidable 
misery which awaits the servants of sin in a future state. O 
prevent that they should purchase momentary and polluted 
pleasure at the price of eternal woe, and the loss of eternal 
bliss. 

Accept our thanks for the mercies of the day and of the 
week. O that our gratitude were bearing some proportion to 
thy mercies ! Watch over us this night. Prepare ns for the 
bl^ed engagements of an approaching Sabbath. All we ask 
18 for Jesus sake, our only Saviour. The grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ be with us all. Ameu. 


FIFTIETH WEEK.~SABBATH MORNING. 


BBEATiriNO AFTER HOLINESS, 

Mount OcUvary. Melody. Froome. c, m. 

^ THAT the Lord would guide my ways 
^ To keep his statutes -stiU ! 

0 that my Gbd would grant me grace 
To know and do his will ! 

2 0 send thy Spirit down to write 

Thy law upon my heart ! 

Nor let my tongue indulge deceit, 

Nor act the Uar’s part* 

3 From vanity turn off my eyes ! 

Let no corrupt design, 

Nor covetous desires, arise 
Within this soul of mine. 

4 Order my footsteps hy thy word, 

And make my heart sincere, 

Let sin have no dominion, Lord, 

But keep my conscience clear. 

Watts, Pa, 110, p, X!. 

PSALM CXIX. 

KOPII, PART XIX, 

Xavly and Earneat Prayer, 

T CRIED with my whole heart ^ licar me, O Lord ; I will 
keep thy statutes. 

146 I cried unto thee ; save me, and I shall keep thy testi- 
monies. 

147 I prevented the dawning of the morning, and cried : 1 
hoped in thy word. 

148 Mine eyes prevent the night watches, that I might 
meditate in thy word. 

149 Hear my voice according unto thy loving-kindness : O 
Loud, quicken me according to thy judgment. 

150 They draw nigh that follow after mischief: they are far 
from thy law. 

151 Thou art near, O Lord; and all thy commandments 
are truth. 

152 Couceriiiug thy testimonies, I have known of old that 
thou hast founded them for ever. 

KESH, PART XX. 

Trust in Ood. 

CONSIDER mine afllietion, and deliver me : for I do not 
^ forget thy law. 

154 Plead my cause, and deliver me : quicken me accord- 
ing to thy word. 

155 Salvation is far from the wicked : for they seek i>ot thy 
statutes, 

156 Great are thy tender mercies, O Lord : quicken me 
according to thy judgments. 

157 Many are my persecutors and mine enemies ; yet do I 
not decline from thy testimonies. 

158 I beheld the transgressors, and was grieved ; because 
they kept not thy word. 

159 Consider how I love thy precepts: quicken me, O 
Lord, according to thy loving-kindness. 

160 Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one 
of thy righteous judgments endure th for ever. 


Reflections upon Psalm cxix., Pabts xtx. and xx. — Believing 
and earnest prayer is ono of the blessed lessons in which the disciples 
of Christ are educated by the Holy Spirit. May all of us feel the infi- 
nite importance of being instructed in this lesson, and thus invoke the 
Saviour : Lord, teach us to pray ! ** God has inseparably connected 
salvation with believing, humble prayer. It is on evidence that the 
mind it i^iritual and heavenly, when the waking hours of midnight 
are ocou]pied with Divine meditations and earnest prayers. When 
the day is begun and ended with prayer to God, it is a pleasing 
avidenoe of love to God, of oonddence in his truth, and of a saving 


interest in his mercy. 0 what encouragement has the child of God 
to present before his throne the desires of the soul, when ho thinks 
of the loving-kindness of (Jod, which is better than life, and wMch 
constitutes the blessedness of the heavenly state ! The saints have 
no reason to be afraid when their enemies draw nigh, for their 
almighty Saviour is ever near, who can instantly consume their 
foes, as the chaff is consumed by the devouring dame. This promise 
is to heaven-bound travellers a cordial of joy, wliich never foils to 
afford the sweetest comfort: ‘‘I will never leave thee; I will never 
forsake thee.** 


PRAYER 

A DORED and praised be thy name, O God of salvation, 
that we are spared to sec the light of another day, and 
that our eyes are not shut in the darkness of death. We 
thank thee for causing the day-spring to know its place. May 
the day-star of salvation rise on our benighted souls, and on 
the souls of multitudes, this day. May Jesus, who is the 
bright and morning star, shine within us ; and may we, and 
all our fellow-worshippers, enjoy in thy courts those beginnings 
of heavenly light which will bo the presage of that day when 
(Sur sun shall no more go down, and when wc shall be engaged 
in serving and glorifying the Father, Son, and Spirit, amid 
the unclouded splendour of the New Jerusalem. 

We pray that the influences of the Holy Ghost may so 
descend upon the ministers of the Gospel, on worshipping 
assemblies, on families, and on the instructors of the rising 
race, and in such measure, that this Sabliath shall prove an high 
day, a day of spiritual feasting and holy joy ; yea, the type of 
that glorious rest which remaiueth for the people of God. 
May we, and the people with whom we are connected by the 
ties of Christian communion, be in the spirit on the Lord*s 
day; and from the secret and inward enjoyment of our souls 
may we call it a delight, tlie holy of the Lord, and honourable. 

Give us tliy Spirit, that wc may breathe the feelings which 
the Psalmist expressed, and of which wc have now read in thy 
holy Word. When we pray, may wc present our supplications 
with our whole heart, and ever resolve that we will keep the 
word and statutes of our God as an invaluable inheritance. 

Lord^ sanctify our children's memory^ and make it a 
store^house enriched with the treasures of Divine knowledge. 
May this treasure increase every day^ till they reach the 
maturity of perfect men in Christ Jesus, in heaven. 

Give all of us such a knowledge of the ordinance of prayer, 
and such a delight in the exercise, that we shall actually pre- 
vent, with our supplications, the dawning of the day. May our 
days ever begin with prayer and end with prayer. In our 
remembrance and meditation, may wo travel every day to 
Gcthsemane*8 garden and Mount Calvary, there to see the 
sufferings and witness the death of our exalted Lord, who died 
for our offences, and who rose again for our justification. 

Wc praise thee, O Lord, for the manifestation of thy loving- 
kindness in Christ, and for all the streams of thy loving-kind- 
ness which have followed us from our birth to the present 
moment. In life may we sing of thy saving loving-kindness; 
and when wc pass the Jordan of death, may wc sing of thy 
loving-kindness in the heaven of heavens. 

Then let us mount iu lively hope, and may our thoughts 
ascend to the bright realms of endless day ; and sing, with 
rapture, thy loving-kindness in the heaven of glory and of 
bliss. 

We pray for all thine aged people, and for all thine afflicted 
saints. O Lord, consider their affliction, and deliver them. 
May they long joyfully for the arrival of that day when thev 
shall enter tlieir Father's house, where infirmity and pain shaU 
exist no more for ever. 

Lord, hear our prayer, for our Saviour's sake. Ameu. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 

(W7 



Flt^'IETH WEEK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


SANCTIFIED AFFLICTION. 

Penitent, Kirhy, Vlverttcn, L, IL 

1 'DATHER, I bless thy pfcntlo hand ; 

' A was thy chastising rod, 

That forced my conscicnoo to a stand, 

And brought my wundcring soul to (iod ’ 

2 Foolish and vain, I went astray, 

Ere I had f(?lt thy scourges, Lord ; 

I left my guide, and lost my way. 

But now 1 lovo and keep thy word. 

3 Tis good for me to wear the yoke, 

For pride is a])t to ris(i and swell ; 

^Tis good to bear my Father’s stroke, 

That 1 might loam his statutes well. 

1 The law that issues from thy mouth 
Shall raise my cheerful passions more 
Than all the treasures of the south. 

Or western hills of golden ore. 

Watts, T’rf. 119, p, XVJII. 

PSALM CXIX. 

SCIIIN, FART XXI. 

Fei'vent Prayer and holy Re^olutiom. 

P RIN(]ES have persecuted me without a cause: but my 
heart standeth in awe of thy word. 

162 I rejoice at thy word, as one that fiiidcth great spoil. 
163 I hate and abhor lying : hvt thy law do I love. 

164 Seven times a day do 1 praise thee because of thy 
righteous judgments. 

165 Great peace liave they which love thy law : and nothing 
shall offend them. 

166 Lord, I liave hoped for thy salvation, and done thy 
commandments. 

167 My soul hath kept thy testimonies; and I love them 
exceedingly. 

168 1 have kept thy precepts and tliy testimonies : for all 
my ways are before tliee. 

TAU, PART XXTT. 

^ Lonylufj for the Answer of Prayer. 

T ET my cry come near before tliee, O Lord: give me 
understanding according to thy word. 

170 Let ray supplication come before thcc: deliver me 
according to thy word. 

171 My lips shall utter praise, when thou hast taught me 
thy statutes. 

172 My tongue shall speak of thy word : for all thy com- 
mandments are righteousness. 

173 Let thine hand help me; for I have chosen thy 
precepts. 

174 I have longed (or tliy salvation, O Lord ; and thy law 
%8 my delight. 

175 Let my soul live, and it shall praise thee; and let thy 
judgments help me. 

176 I have gone astray like a lost sheep ; seek thy servant; 
for I do not forget thy commandments. 


lUuXKCTIONS ITVOX P.SALM CXIX., PaUTS XXI. AND XXIT.— lIlO 

enemies of the saints may rage furiotisly against them, but they 
will ne^’cr succeed in depriving them of their believing reliance on 
God, and of their firm confidenoe in his Word. The world presents 
sources of joy which are soon dried up ; tho Word of God opens up 
fountains of blessedness, whence flow streams of pleasure for over- 
: more. The peace which the world gives is like a fading flower; 

I the peace which Christ bestows is like a tree of life, which flourishes 
, in immortal bloom. Wherever there is the spirit of prayer there is 

G3S 


the earnest desire for the answer of prayer. God gives the praying 
lieart, and then honours what ho gives by his gr^ious answers to 
those iirayors which he himself inspire*. Above aH thin^, may we 
sock after the grace and the spirit of prayer ! We have the greatest 
encouragement to present our supplioations before the meroy^Mat^ 
for God is tho Father of mercies, and his ear is ever open to hear j 
las children’s cry, and his hand is ever stretched out for thoir help. 


PllAYEK. I 

O THOU that hcarest prayer, and unto whom all flesh shall I 
come, behold, we come unto thee, for thou art the Lord ; 
our God. We approach thee in the name of Jesus. Glory ; 
to the name of tho Most High, that it is not an act of pre- j 
sumption, even for fallen, sinful creatures, to fall down before 
the mercy-seat of the uncreated Jehovah, and supplicate the 
choicest blessings of the covenant of grace. Guilty* weak, 
and helpless worms, we come unto thee to seek thy mercy, 
and grace to help in every time of need. 

Wc tliank thee for thy care over us this day, nol only in a 
nay of providence, but in a way of grace. Glory to thy 
name, that we have heard thy gracious voice in thy sanctuary 
below : O may we meet in heaven with those whose fellowship 
we have enjoyed in thine earthly courts, to hear the voice of 
Jeau:3, seated upon Ids throne of glory, and to behold him face 
to face ! 

Wc pray for those who love thine ordinances, but yet have 
been prevented by bodily afllictioii from being present in thy 
sanctuary. As they have been excluded from the stream of 
public ordinances, may they drink the deeper at the fountain- 
liead of Divine mercy and love. Grant, 0 Lord, that we, who 
liave been drinking of the stream of public ordinances, may 
revive as tlie corn and grow as the vine. To all around may 
we testify that wc have not received the Gospel of thy grace 
in vain ; and that it is to us, what it is to all them who believe, 
the power of God unto salvation. 

We supplicate the gracious care of our heavenly Father this 
niglit ; and pray that yve may be 8|iared to another day, tliat 
wc may be the better prepared for our last day, and for an 
aliiiudaiit entrance into the heavenly world, where an eternal 
day awaits thy ])cople. 

We acknowledge thcc, O Jesus, as a great and mighty 
prince, reigning over thy Zion, and preserving thy Church 
from the machinations and ellbrts of all her enemies. Princes 
liave persecuted thee and thy cause, but thou didst laugh at 
them, and have them in derision. 

Never allow our beloved children to join the ranks of the 
enemies of Christ ; but may their hearts ever stand in awe of 
thy Word. Give our servants greater joy in thy Word than 
the joy of those tvho find great spoil. 

May we as a family rejoice at thy Word. May we rejoice 
at its blessed discoveries, may wc rejoice at its sublime 
doctrines, may we rejoice at its great and precious promises, 
may we rejoice at the blessed Saviour it makes known, and 
may wc rejoice at its blessed and wonderful effects. May - 
wc rejoice at thy Word more than they rejoice who divide the 
spoil. 

Teach us to pray with fervency and frequency. Since the 
royal Psalmist, amid the pressure of the cares of government, 
found time to praise thee seven times a day, may wo often 
retire, though for a few moments, from the business of life, 
and send our ejaculatory prayers to heaven's throne. Suffer 
us not to go astray. We have wandered often and much, like 
lost sheep. Lord, seek and preserve thy servants. 

Graciously hear our prayers, and forgive our sins, for Jesus' 
sake, our only Surety and Intercessor. 

Our Father which art in lieaven, &c. Amen. 


VJTCmm W15«K.— MONDAY MOHNlNa. 


WWDOM AND KIOHiaoraNBm. 

1 luOT Nith our mental eyes 
HavewebeWdtheTjard; 

Ydt we itgoiee to hear hia zuune, 

And love nim in hit word. 


that walketh after the imagiimtion of his own heart, Ko evil 
ehall come upon jon. 


9 On earih we want the tight 
Of our Redeemer’s fltoe ; 

Tet, Lord, our inmost thoughts delight 
To dwell upon th y grace. Wato, ;ott, B, /, 

^iRijoIirSi^ 

Vi^OE be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the 

▼ ▼ shero of nay pasture ! saith t^ie Lord. 

2 Tliereioxe thus aaith the Loro God of Israel against the 
pa^rs tliat feed my people; Ye have scattered my flock, and 
driven them away, and have not visited them : behold, I will 
visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the Lord. 

8 And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all 
countries whither I have driven them, and will bring them 
again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase. 

4 And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed 
them ; and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither 
shall they be lacking, saith the Lord. 

6 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise 
unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and 
prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. 

6 In his days Judah shall be saved, aud Israel shall dwell 
safely : and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE 
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

7 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
they s^l no more say, The Lord liveth, which brought up 
the children of Israel out of the laud of Egypt ; 

8 But, The Lord liveth, which brought up and which led 
the seed of the house of Israel out of the north country, and 
from all countries whither I had driven them; and they shall 
dwell in their own land. 

9 Mine heart within me is broken because of the prophets ; 
all my bones shake ; I am like a drunken man, and like a man 
whom wine hath overcome, because of the Lord, and because 
of the words of his holiness. 

10 For the land is full of adulterers; for because of swear- 
ing the land mourneth; the pleasant places of the wilderness 
are dried up, and their course is evil, aud their force is not 
right. 

11 For both prophet and priest arc profane ; yea, in my 
house have I found their wickedness, saith the Lord. 

12 Wherefore their way shall be unto them as slippery 
waffs in the darkness : they shall be driven on, and fall there- 
in : for I will bring evil upon them, even the year of their 
visitation, saith the Lord. 

IB And I have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria; they 
prophesied in Baal, and caused my people Israel to err. 

14 I btty^ teen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible 
thing : they commit adultery, and walk in lies : they strengthen 
also tlie hands of evildoers, that none doth return from his 
wick^ness : they are all of them unto me as Sodom, and the 
inhaUtanta thereof as Gomorrah. 

15 Therefbre thus saith the Lord of hosts concerning the 
prophets ; ttehbld, 1 will feed them with wormwood, and' make 
them driAk the water of gall: for from the prophets of Jeru- 
salem ia iirofrmeheas goiie forth into all the ian<h 

16 Thus saith the Loan of hosts. Hearken not^unto the 

words of the prophi^ that prophesy imto you : they make you 
vain : they virion of their own heart, and not out of 

the mouth ox the Lord. 

17 Thqr any still unto them that deqnse me. The Lord 
hath said, Ye shall have^peaoe; aud they say unto every one 


Ri»i> 80 TrQKs trroR Jan. zzm.~What a calamity to families are 
graoeleBs, unfaithful parents! and what a calamity to ohurohes an. 
graceless, worldly, indolent, unfrithful nunisters ! Of such unfritL 
fulness God takes impartial oognisanoe ; and, if oontinuod, miut 
I follow it by judicial manifestaaons of his righteous displeasure. 
Jesus, the great Shepherd, watches over his Church with the most 
tender care : though it is now a little flock, in millennial days it 
shall bo numerous like the stars of heaven ; though it is now u 
scattered flock, the joyfhl period shall arrive when it shall bo 
collected from all nations, and introduced into the fold of heaver 
infinitely glorious and secure. Earthly dynasties must beootno 
extinct, and earthly thrones be overtumed ; but Jesus, this Lord ouh 
Righteousxkss, sits upon on eternal throne, and reigns over a king- 
dom-even his ransomed Church — which shall endure for ever I 


PRAYER. 

A S faithful children draw near their carthty parents with 
confidence and love, may we be enabled, O Lord, by thy 
Holy Spirit, to draw near the throne of our Father in heaven 
with holy faith, that through Jesus our prayers may bo 
accepted and answered. 

God of grace we adore thee as the God and deliverer of 
Zion. Thou art the living God, who brought up the children 
of Israel from the land of Egypt, and rescued them out of the 
hands of powerful and bloodthirsty foes. May each of us, 
almighty Saviour, bo delivered from the bondage of a natural 
state, and be rescued out of the hands of the law as a covenant, 
and out of the hands of Satan aud our own corruptions. O 
thou who art the living and the life-giving God, communicate 
to our souls that spiritual life of grace which is the blessed 
commencement of that life of glory which will endure through 
the endless ages of eternity. 

We pray, O Lord, that thou wouldst have mercy on the 
descendants of Jacob, who are scattered among all nations, 
and are experiencing the weight of thy displeasure. O bring 
them out from all countries to which thou hast driven them, 
aud bring them within the fold of the Now Testament Church. 

Blessed Jesus, we would now, with thankfulness and joy, 
acknowledge thee as the righteous branch of the house of 
David — as the root and offspring of David, raised up in thy 
humanity to be the tree of life, to give life, salvation, and 
joy to myriads of the children of men. Thou art, in thy 
humanity, the lineal desoendant of a royal and illustrious 
house. In thy Divinity thou art the ruler of the vast uni- 
verse; and in thy mediatorial capacity thou art the King of 
Zion. Thou shalt reign, and the powers of earth and hell shall 
not be able to i)rcvcnt the exercise of thy government. Thou 
shalt reign and prosper, and shalt execute judgment aud 
justice in the earth. Thy government shall exceed every other 
in its vast extent, and surpass all others in its endless duration. 
We rejoice that, under thy wise and just and powerful aud 
merciful government, Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall * 
dwell safely. May we as a family live in the eijoyment of 
thy gracious aud mediatorial government. 

We desire to rejoice in thy name, as j’ux Lord ova Biout- 
KousNBss. We praise thee that thou didst become the surety 
of thy Church, and that for them thou didst work out a 
righteousness which has satisfied offended justice, and pro- 
cured a title to ril the blessedness of the celestial world. 

May our beloved children be taught by thy Spirit to say in 
faith, Jesus is the Lord our Bighteousness. 

Deliver thy Church from omrrupt pastors; and, 0 let thy 
spirit descmia on all thy miniaters. We thank our God for 
tne mercies of the nighty and we seek daily grace aud daiiji 
bread. Forgive dor sins and heap our prayers, for Jesus’ sake, 
our itlorious Hiah- priest and Saviour. Amen. 


VHTPITH WBII^MONDAX' BVSNPIO. 


IKVITATIQH 0? MIBCT. 

Sherhwm. JPoffu^. &> >• 

1 T HE AE the counsel of a fiiend, 

^ And to his soothing Toioo attend ; 

Oomoi sinners, wretched, blind, and poor, 

Come, buy from my unbounded store. 
i X only ask you to receive, 
for freely I my blessiuj^s give : 

Jesus, and ore thy blessings free? 

Then I may dare to come to thee. 

3 I come for grace, like gold refined, 

To enrich and beautify mv mind ; 

Grace that will trials well endure, 

And in the fumooo grow more x^ure. Anus. 

REVELATION 111. 

OowmgU and JnvUaiwM. 

A ND to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write , 
These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that 
hath the kev of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth ; 
and shutteth, and no man openeth ; 

8 1 know thy works : behold, 1 have set before thee an open 
door, and no man can shut it ; for thou hast a little strength, 
and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. 

9 Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, 
which say they are Jews, and arc not, but do lie ; behold, I 
will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to 
know that I have loved thee. 

10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also 
will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come 
ux)ou all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 

11 Behold, I come quickly : hold that fast which thou hast, 
that no man take thy crown. 

12 Him that overcometh will 1 make a pillar in the temple 
of my God, and he shall go no more out : and I will write 
upon him the name of my Qod, and the name of the city of 
my Gt>d, which is New Jerusalem, which cometh down out of 
heaven from my God : and I will write upon him my new name. 

18 He that hath an car, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches. 

14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans 
I write ; These thin^ saith the Amen, the faithful and true 

witness, the berinning of the creation of God ; 

15 I know thy woAs, that thou art neither cold nor hot : I 
would thou wert cold or hot. 

16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold 
nor hot, I will oast thee out of my mouth. 

17 Because thou'sayest, 1 am rich and increased with 
goods, and have need of nothing ; and knowest not that thou 
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked : 

18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that 
thou mayest be rich ; and white raiment, that thou niayest be 
clothed, and ihal the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; 
and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that tliou mayest see. 

J9 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten ; be zealous 
therefore, and repent. 

20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock : if any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will 
•up with him, and he with me. 

21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in 
my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my 
Father in his throne. 

22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches. 


open and dmt the grave, the rewdeiw j he hu 

tSe? ^ by which he opens^the ^ly gut* J|f hwen, 
w“ eh fee people peso to W w &e JO^ 

mat a preK toaeure b the Word of Godf ^ we view it aa ao 
inheriJoe more valuahle than gold? 

and precopto, ond doctrines? tten we,8h?U ho Jb^gthe^ with 
patieLi m the hour of suffering, be invigorated With £uth in the 
hour of temptation, and shaU bocomo more co^iwtot in the 
hour of absolution. The honour of earthly kiM is uuigaificant 
when compared with the spiritual unvU^ a^exelted honom of 
the meanest and the weakest of the saints of (^dj they m pulan 
in the Church militant below, and shall be piUara in the temple 
above for over ond ever. 

[ PRAYER. 

O LOED our God, whom we desire for ever to adoro und 
praise, may our family be a spiritual garden. Miqr all its 
members be trees of righteousness; and may each bwg 
forth abundant fruit, to the honour of God, aud the waUtoe gnd 
prosperity of thy Church. As a spiritual garden, do thou 
breathe upon us the influences of the Holy Sjjirit, without 
'which we cannot grow in gr,ace, without which we must 
become withered and desolate, like the barren desert. hCcrctful 
God, give all the members of our family reason to exclaim, 
We stand like trees of myrrh and spice planted by Qod our 
Father’s hand; and all our springs in Sion flow to make the 
young plantation grow in verdure and in fruitfu]ness. 

We present our united acknowledgments for the mercies of 
the past day. May the sins committed be washed away in 
the olood of thy dear Son — that blood which speaketh better 
things than the blood of Abel. Glory to thy name, O Jesus, 
that, while the blood of Abel called down the vengeance of 
heaven on guilty Cain, thy blood calls down from b^ven the 
richest blessings of eternal life. Protect us by thy gracious 
providence this night ; suffer no evil to befall our body, and 
suffer no sinful thought or corrupted imagination to imllute 
our mind. AVhether wo sleep or wake, whether we live or 
die, may we be thine. W'itli the noble-minded Apostle may we 
he able to say, each one before thee. For me to live is Christ, 
aud to die is gain. 

Wc seek the effectual blessing of thy Holy Spirit on the 
blessed counsels, invitations, and promises we have now read. 
May they be laid up in our hearts, and may we exemplify their 
blessed influence in our lives. 

O Jesus, we acknowledge thee in thy great authority and 
power. Thou alone art ho who is true, and ho who is hedy j 
tliou alone dost possess the key' of David. 


Esimcxioxs ujpok Hbv. hl— Infinitely gre^it is the power of 
Christ: he has the key suspended to his gutlle by which he can 
open the door of the human heart, however barred and bolt^ against 
the. entrance of truth and grace; he has the key by which he can 
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Such is thy power, that when thou shuttest none can open, 
aud when thou openest none can shut. Mercifully open the 
door of all our hearts, that thy grace may enter. * By thy grace 
may we find the gates of hell shut, that we may never enter 
those dreary regions. By thy grace may we fina the gates of 
heaven open, that, when our bodies die, our sou^ may be 
admitted into the heaven of heavens, to he ever with the Lord. 

Have mercy upon our children ; keep them from the hour 
of temptation^ makc^ themfaiifful unto death ; thon thou wilt 
make them pillars in the temple of our God. 

Lord, preserve us, and preserve the churches from Lao- 
dicean lukewarmness in religion, O give us a holy, lively zeal 
for the glory of God. Show pity to careless heArera of thy 
Word, who imagine that they stand in need of nothing, while 
they are poor and wretched, blind, and miserable, and naked. 
O pwuade them to buy of thee gold tried in the fire, the 
blessings of a Saviour’s purchase. 

l^ra, grant that all of us may be spiritual conquerors ; theu 
shall we sit for ever beside Jesus on his heavenly tluoue. 

Pardon our sins, and hear our prayers, for Jesus’ sake, our 
only Mediator. Amen. 


FtimiMk Wiisic.— tUJSStJAy MdElrtNG. 


filivu&^No OF t&« SActatiMii. 

t, owu**. t.M, 

1 C^AxmIIi fto jeims* stAo idcme. 

•*“ , ®S11 that ^<m art teoonoiied, 

Mi drii a ifabel for ihjr Sdh, 

Thy idn Mbr^, thy pieasant child. 
i Ifar oy t fttk ih i^eaus* namoi 
CVnin boujtht the grace for loet mankind ;) 

Porji^veiiewf thrcmgh his blood I claim, 

PorgiTcness through his blood I find : 

3 For mercy and redeeming grace. 

Still on my Saviour I depend, 

Till in his stre^h I vrin the race, 

And through his wounds to heaven ascend 

s - nn , i .r. C, WEftLSTi 

JEREMIAH XXXI. 

V . . Pro$p«rilj»fffthtOhurA. 

rpHB Loko. baiin apjpeareo of old unto mo, toying, Yea, I 
haVe loved thee with an everlasting love : therefore with 
loVing'kiodiless have I drawn thee. 

4 Again I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin 
of laTAel : thou shalt again be adorned with thy tabrets, and 
ahaltjo forth in the dances of them that make mer^. 

6 Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of Sa- 
maria : the jdanters shall plant, and shall eat them as common 
thing;s. 

6 For the^ shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the 
nidtint Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion 
untd the Lord our Ood. 

7 For thus saith the Loan ; Sing with gladness for Jacob, 
and sfaotit among the chief of the nations : publish ye, praise 
ye, and say, O Loan, save thy people, the remnant of Israel. 

8 Behold, 1 will bring them from the north country, and 
gather them from the coasts of the earth, and with them the 
blind^ and the lame, the woman with child and her that 
travmleth with child together : a great company shall return 
thither. 

9 They shall come with weeping, and with supplications 
will I lead them ; I will cause them to walk by the rivers of 
waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble ; for 
1 am a Father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

10 Hear the word of the Loan, 0 ye nations, and declare it 
in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will 
gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock. 

11 For Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him 
from the hand of him that was stronger than he. 

12 1?herefore they shall come and sing in the height of 
Zilbn, ntki shall flow together to the goodness of the Lord, for 
wh^. and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock 
and or the herd : and their soul shall be as a watered garden ; 
and they sh^ not sorrow any more at all. 

18, Then shall the virgin reioice in the dance, both young 
men fSH old tpgeiher : for I will turn their mourning into joy, 
and irlli comfort them, and make them rejoice from their 
sorrdinr. 

14 AM X ^ill satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, 
ana my peojile shall he satisfied with my goodness, saith the 
Lord. 

IB aaith the I 40 Rd; A voice was heard in Ramah, 
lamentaibli, md hitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her 
children I'rfwiM to he comforted for her children, hecause they 
weretLot , . 

16 Thtihi^th Mie Loan ; ftefrain thy vbice from weeping, 
aha thinb dyes from tears : foip thy work shall be rewarded, 
saith the Loan; aha they shall come again from the llmd of 
the enemy. ,, 

BsFxaimoirs uroir. Jaa. zm.^To be the objeofo of josus’ love, 
and the sulfieots of his graces are privileges and honours too gioat for 
the heart of mm to conceive; ond yet such honours and privileges 


I have all the saints. IKThen the Holt Ghost hears witn^ies with their 
I spirits that they are the redeemed objects of God’s unchauring and 
eternal lovo, their joy is unspeakable. Externally considered, and by 
moans of the ravages of Mrseontion without, tmd the contentions of 
professors firom within, me visible Church, as a building, may bo 
partially dilapidated and in ruins ; but when God comes in his speoiol 
providence and repairs tb^ breaches, her enemies are filled with con- 
lusion, and her saints pour from their lips the most lively expressions 
of thankfulness and praise. The tragical event of Rachel wcoping 
for her murdered children reminds us that this world is a vulo 
tears. Let us rejoice that heaven is a world of unfading and eternal 
joys ! ^ 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, we earnestly pray that, in approaching 
^ thy blessed throne in the name of Christ, our under- 
standings may be illuminated with thy light, our hearts may 
be warmed with thy love, our mouths may be filled with thy 
praise, and our lives and our all may be devoted to thy service. 
Thou hast in thine unmerited kindness watched over us during 
the past night, and thou hast prolonged our lives to another 
day ; wc pray for grace, that with cheerfulness and full pur- 
pose of heart we may now present our souls and bodies uuto 
our God a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable, which is our 
reasonable service. Enable us, in all the engagements of the 
day, to manifest to those around us that our profession of the 
Gospel is not iti word only, but in demonstration of the Holy 
Ghost, and with power. Give us thy spirit : then we shall 
testify by our holy conversation and lives that the religion of 
the Bible is a holy religion, and that they who believe it ore 
happy and blessed. 

We seek the blessing of the Holy Spirit on what wo have 
now read. Give us an unction from the Holy One, and may 
we know all things. 

Let the animating promises respecting the building up of 
Zion, respecting the spiritual ornaments of Divine grace which 
will 1)0 given to thy people, and the great joy with which they 
shall be comforted, be soon and extensively fulfilled. We 
w ould rejoice in that ancient, that everlasting love, thou dost 
cherish toward tliy Church and people. Enable us to prefer 
thy love before the esteem ol the best of human beings. We 
look upon thy favour as life, and on thy loving-kindness as 
better than life. O say to us as a family and as individuals, 
Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love ; therefore with 
loving-kindness have I drawn thee. 

Teach our children to seek an interest in thy lone. 0 give 
us the pleasing evidence that they are the objects qj^ thy love, 
by Jilling thnr youthful bosoms with a superlative love to 
Jesus, thy welUheloved Son, 

We pray for the watchmen, even the ministers of thy Zion. 
Give them increasing zeal, ahd may they show an example to 
thy people, and say. Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto 
the Lora our God. Make thy ministers successful in teaching 
their people lessons of holy penitence and of evangelical con- 
trition. Lbt multitudes come to thee with weeping and with 
supplications, and cause them to walk by the rivers of waters 
in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble. 

We dfiter Mp our supplications for such as haVe fallen into a 
state of backdiding. O restore to thjsfelf thy backsliding 
children* May they say in the language of pehitent Ephraim 
of old, Thou hast chastised me, and I was chastised ; turn thou 
me, and I shall be turned ; for thou art the Lord my God. 0 
say to thy penitent and returning sons. My bowels are troubled 
for them, 1 iriU surely have mercy upon them, saith the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy on us, and suffer us not to dishonour Christ* 
or bring a repxoach upon his Gospel, or injure our own souls, 
by wandering from thy ways. 

Graciously feigiTe our sins and bless our services, for our 
dear Redeemer’s sake. Amen. 

4T 3 eol 


ITFTIBTH week.— TUESDAY EVENING. 


THl BVHUA«TINO «ONO. 

Ofptut. XHm. 

1 C' AllTH httfl Migrossed my love too long ! 
" 'Tis time I lift mino oyes 
Upward, dear Father, to thy throne, 

And to my native skies. 

2 There the blest man, my Saviour, sits; 

The God 1 how bright he shines ! 

And scatters infinite delights 
On all the happy minds. 

3 Seraphs, with elevated strains, 

Circle the throne around, 

And move and charm the starry plains 
With an immortal sound. 

4 Jesus, tho Lord, their harps employs : 

Jesus, my love, they sing * 

Jesus, tho lifo of both our joys, 

Sounds sweet from every string. 


REVELATION IV. 

The ViHon of the heavenly Throne, 

A fter thia I looked, and, beliold, a door was opened in 
heaven : and the first voice which 1 heard was as it were 
of a trumpet talking with me ; which said, Come up hither, 
and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter. 

2 And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a 
throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. 

8 And he that sat lyas to look upon like a jasper and a 
sardine stone : and there was a rainbow round about the 
throne, in sight like unto an emerald. 

4 And round about the throne were four and twenty seats : 
and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, 
clothed in white raiment ; and they had on their heads crowns 
of gold. 

5 And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunder- 
ings and voices : and there were seven lamps of fire burning 
before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. 

6 And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto 
crystal : and in the midst of the throne, and round about the 
throne, were four living creatures full of eyes before and 
behind. 

7 And the first living creature was like a lion, and the 
second living creature like a calf, and the third living creature 
had a face as a man, and the fourth living creature was like 
a fiying eagle. 

8 And the four living creatures had each of them six 
wings about him ,* and they were full of eyes within : and they 
rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come* 

9 And when those living creatures give glory and honour 
and thanks to him that sait on the throne, who liveth for ever 
and ever, 

10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that 
sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and 
ever, and cast their crowns bemre the throne, saying, 

11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive gloiy and honour 
and power : for thou hast created all things, and for thy plea- 
sure they are and were created. 


BsTLSomoKs UPON Rev. iv. — ^Believers on earth are in a vale of 
tears, far distant from thoir heavenly homo ; but their hearts ore 
filled with joy when, by the inward witness of tho Spirit, they hear 
Christ saying to thorn with his sweet, inviting voice, << Come up 
hither ! That will be a blessed day when, agreeably to their Saviour's 

gracious call, their disembodied spirits shall pass through the ever- 
lasting doors of the New Jerusalem, and behold the Saviour on his 
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throne! The throne of Solomon— tho most kJotM of outhl; 
thrones— is utterly insignmoant whon^p^swth t^t heavenly 
throne vrhioh is ^od by Christ as the Lmb of ^ as the moamate 
Deity, as the glorified Sfediatw, as tto &ng of togs, and ^rd 
lords. Is there a sea of glass before to throne » thw intunato the 
undisturbed tranquilUty and peace which m heaven; no stormy 
sea lifts up its raging waves in those peaoeM r^ons; No wave of 
trouble ever rolls across the peaceful breast !” May we at umte 
with the heavenly choir in singing the Saviours praise, ana oastmg 
at his feet our golden crowns I 


PRAYER. 

I “ITtrE prostrate ourselves, O Lord our God, before thy 
W gracious throne; and to the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost we would ascribe glory, honour, and thanks. O Je- 
hovah, thou art he who sitteth upon the throne of universal 
dominion and unlimited sovereignty ; thou art he who liveth 
for ever and ever. O that we and our beloved relatives, when 
removed from the present world of ignorance, sinfidness, 
temptation, and weakness, may join the ransomed millions 
before the throne of God and the Lamb, in worshipping 
Inm that liveth for ever and ever, in casting our croi^ 
before the throne, and in saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory and lionour and power : for thoti hast created all 
things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 

We thank our God, and our father's God, for all the good- 
ness thou hast made to pass before us this day. Give us the 
repentance of those things we have committed ; an^ O lot the 
guilt we have contracted be washed away by the blessed merit 
of our Saviour's righteousness. We seek the paternal protection 
of our heavenly Father this night : and do thou preserve us 
constantly in thy fear, till the arrival of that period when we 
trust, through the atoning sacrifice which Jesus made of him- 
self, to exchange our days and nights below for a glorious, 
celestial day above, where there is no need of created suns to 
give light, but where the glory of God and of the Lamb is the 
light thereof. 

When the day of our death arrives, may we hear the voice 
of our exalted Saviour addressing us in sweet accents, Come 
up hither, and I will show thee things which shall be hereafter. 
Lord, give us a spiritual love to heaven. Teach us to love it 
because it is a holy place, and because it is filled with holy 
inhabitants. Teach us to love it because of the pure and 
exalted employments in which the blessed inhabitants' are 
constantly engaged. O teach us to love heaven, because there 
the Lamb of God is seen in the midst of the throne, and 
because the Father, Son, and Spirit, one God, is seen face to 
face — is seen as he is. 

O Jesus, we acknowledge and adore thee in all those me- 
diatorial honours to which thou art exited in heaven. We 
praise thee because of all our departed rdatives who are wor- 
shipping before thy throne, and casting their crowns of glory 
at thy feet. We would join the redeemed above in those son^ 
of praise they proclaim to thy glory ; and in the language of 
seraphim we would give thee homaro : Holy, holy, hd[y,4iord 
God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come. 

O Jesus, lead our children in that path where they shall 
assuredly be conducted to that glorious heaven where they shall 
he arrayed in robes of glory, and for ever partake of the joys 
of immortality. 

Comfort aged pilgrims; and, when they compare their 
heavenly home with the present wilderness, may they long to 
depart and be with Christ, which is for better. 6 be the 
husband of the widow, the father of the fatherless, and the 
stay of orphans. 


Lord, accept onr persons, bless our services, and forgive our 
sms, for Jesus our Divine Redeemer's sake. Amen. 


FIFTIETH WBBK.~WEDNESDAy MORNING. 


OOMFCIRT TO THE DYING TATHBR, AND WIDOW, AND FATHSKLKSS. 

Swreif Oho^ Si, Jimihobmivft. FiHhU. F. m. 

1 f) THOU'feithftil God of love, 

^ Gladly I thy promise plead, 

Waiting for my last remove, 

Hastening to the happy dead : 

Lo, 1 cast on thee my care, 

Breathe my latest breath in prayer. 

2 Trusting in thy word alone, 

I to theo my children leave; 

Call my little ones thine own. 

Give them, all thy blessings give : 

Keep them while on earth they breathe, 

Save their souls from endless death. C. Wtaijsy. 

JEREMIAB XLIX. 

Mei*cy to Uu Falherleatf and Misery of the Wicked. 

T BA.VE tliv fatherless children, I will preserve them alive: 
" and let thy widows trust in me. 

12 Eor thus saith the Loud ; Behold, they whose judgment 
was not to drink of the cup have assuredly drunken ; and art 
thou he that shall altogether go unpunished ? thou shalt not 
go unpunished, but thou shalt surely drink of it. 

18 For I have sworn by myself, saith the Loud, that Boz- 
rali shall become a desolation, a reproach, a waste, and a curse ; 
and all the cities thereof shall be perpetual wastes. 

14 I have heard a rumour from the Lord, and an am- 
bassador is sent unto the heathen, saijingy Gather ye together, 
and come against her, and rise up to the battle. 

16 For, lo, I will make thee small among the heathen, and 
despised among men. 

16 Thy terribleness hath deceived thee, and the pride of 
thine heart, 0 thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, that 
iioldest the height of the hill : though thou shouldest make 
thy nest as high as the eagle, I will bring thee down from 
thence, saith the Loud. 

17 Also Edom shall be a desolation : every one that gocth by 
it shall be astonished, and shall hiss at all the plagues thereof. 

18 As in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah and the 
neighbour cities thereof, saith the Lord, no man shall abide 
there, neither shall a son of man dwell in it. 

19 Behold, he shall come up like a lion, from the swelling 
of Jordan against the habitation of the strong: but I will 
suddenly make him run away from her : and who is a chosen 

that I may appoint over her ? for who is like me ? and 
who will appoint me the time ? and who is that shepherd that 
will stand before me ? 

20 Therefore hear the counsel of the Lord, that he hath 
taken against Edom ; and his purposes, that he hath purposed 
against the inhabitants of Teman : Surely the least of the flock 
shall draw them out : surely he shall make their habitations 
desolate with them. 

21 The earth is moved at the noise of their fall, at the cry 
the noise thereof was heard in the Bed Sea. 

22 Behold^ he shall come up and fly as the eagle, and 
spread his wings over Bozrah : and at that day shall the heart 
of the mighty men of Edom be as the heart of a woman in 
her pangs. 

23 Concerning Damascus. Hamath is confounded, and 
Arpad : for they have heard evil tidings : they aim faint- 
hearted ; there is sorrow on the sea; it cannot be quiet. 

24 Damascus is waxed feeble, and tumeth herself to flee, 
and fear hath smsi on her : anguish and sorrows have taken 
her, as a woman in travail. 

26 How is the city of pridse not left, the city of my joy . 

26 Therefore her young men. shall fall in her streets, and 
all the men of war shall m out off in that saith the Iiord 
of hosts. 


27 And I will kindle a fire in the wall of Damascus, and it 
shall consume the palaces of Ben-hadad. 

llEFtEonoNs TTFON Jeb. xiix. — God graciously affords to dying 
saints the sweetest consolatian. Are they parents, and about to bo 
separated by death from their beloved and dependent offspring ? Ke 
comtbrta them with the promise that he will be the husband of tho 
widow, the father of the fatherless, and the stay of tho orphan. Tho 
punishments which God inflicts upon tho wicked and impenitent are 
acts of judicial displeasure ; but &e fictions with which ho visits 
his peojple arc fatherly discipline, and the red marks of a father’s 
love. Truly sin has made our world a desolation and a wilderness ; 
but, when the influence of tho Gospel shall be universally felt, it shall 
become a paradise of mord loveliness and spiritual fruitfdness. Tho 
enemies of Christ and his Church may lift up their heads in tho pride 
of their heart ; this shall continue only for a short season. Kone 
who harden themselves against him can prosper. 

PRAYER. 

TJ^E adore thee, O Lord our God, as the Lord of hosts, 
terrible to thine enemies ; and as the Father of mercies, 
tender, kind, and compassionate to thy children. Wo adore 
thee in all the judgment which befell Sodom and Gomorrah, 
whose sins assumed the most revolting form, and were carried 
to the most appalling excess. May we, who live in a land of 
Christian light, be ^ply impressed with a sense of our sin 
and danger, if we continue thine impenitent enemies, amid 
the calls of mercy, and the tidings of salvation, which never 
reached the ears of the inhabitants of Sodom. Bless to us, O 
Jesus, the remembrance of thy words, that it will even be 
more tolerable for Sodorn and Gomorrah in the day of judg- 
ment than for us, if we neglect thy great salvation. We adore 
thee in the fulfilment of thy threatenings upon ancient Edom, 
the laud of the Philistines, the enemy of thy Church. Though 
Edom came up from the swelling of Jordan like a lion, to tear 
thy Church and people in pieces, yet thou didst speedily bring 
upon him deserved destruction. Convince all among us, and 
among our friends who are living without thy fear, that their 
situation is perilous beyond description ; and that, if they die 
without an interest in Jesus, they cannot possibly escape the 
miseries of hell. May thy terrors impress their hearts, excite 
their fears, and persuade their judgments. Suffer them no 
longer to trifle with the justice and threatenings of God ; no 
longer to trifle on the brink of an eternal world 1 May the 
sound of thy tlireatcning voice, which is more alarming and 
awful than the sound of tho loudest thunder, be instrumental 
in awaking within them a lively concern about their eternal 
salvation — about obtaining acceptance with God, the forgive- 
ness of sins, and a title to heaven. 

O Lord, we adore thee as the Father of the fatherless, as 
the husband of the widow, and as the stay of the orphan. We 
bless thee for that promise, which is so consolatory to the 
mind of a dying father, a surviving widow, and bereaved 
children : Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them 
alive ; and let thy widows trust in me. Thou art the peculiar 
guardian of the fatherless and the widow; for thou dost 
execute the judgment of the fatherless and the widow. We 
thank thee for this warning in respect of the protection of the 
widow and fatherless : Ye shall not aiflict any widow or father- 
less child : if thou afflict them iu any wise, and they cry at all 
unto me, I will surely hear their cry. 

0 Jesus^ be our children's Father. When we are taken 
from them by death, may they find the fulfilment of that 
promise, In thee the fatherless findeth mercy. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for thy kindness during the past 
night, for the return of another day, and for the continuance 
of the blessing of reason. Enable ns this day to do all to thy 
glory. Forgive our sins, bless our services, and hear oui 
prayers, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


nmETH WIEK-^WEDNISDAT EVENING. 


Micw soiHo f0 onnm tku lauu 6f ood 

t ]D£H0L1) the gloriefl of the Lamb 
" Amidit his father's throne ; 

now honours for his nainei 
Juid songs before unknown. 

2 Let elders worship at his fhet, 

IliG ohuroh adore around, 

With rials full of odours sweet 
And harps of sweeter sound. 

3 Those are the pravors of the saints, 

^d these tne hymns they raise : 

Jesus is kind to our complaints, 

He loves to hear our praise. 


Watts, 1 , iJ. f. 


REVELATION V. 

Christ opening the Book of QodCs Dtmet. 


deMon*Wteai»yiii«(nnniMieiioe. He aliMie know* oad My and**- 
JtoSSVoipXTtte TB.t material- of to lK»k of to IH^o 
d^. Por L> purpose he must ^ and therefore 

K^ual with to F& and the Holy .Ja h^Ten, our 

Saviou^ who was once on e^. ^h*^o^ 

o-nA im inhabitant Of tho aartsome tomo, now 


Haviour, wno waa guco ^ 

shades of death and an mhabitant of to d^^e tomb, now 
mis the loftiest throne; and the wounds wMoh WSS* inflicted 
upon his saored body shine with gloiy stirMarihg to sple^w of 
the meridian sun. 0 may it bo our bloase^osa to w to King in 
his beauty, and for ever to unite with to blessed .abore m singing 
hallelujahs to his praise ! Amen. 


A ND I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne 
a book written within and on the outside, sealed with 
seven seals. 

2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, 
Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals 
thereof? 

3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, ueitlier under the 
earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon. 

4 And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to 
open and to read the book, neither to look thereon. 

6 And one of the elders saith unto me. Weep not ; behold, 
the Lion of the tribe of J udah, the Root of I?avid, hath pre- 
vailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 

0 And I beheld, and, lo, iu the midst of the throne and of 
the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a 
Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, 
which are the seven Sjririts of God sent forth into all the earth. 

7 And he came and took tlio hook out of the right hand of 
him that sat upotl the throne. 

8 And when he had taken the book, the four living creatures 
and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having 
every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which 
are the prayers of saints. 

9 And they sung a new song, saving, Thou art worthy to 
take the book, and to open the seals thereof : for thou wast 
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation ; 

10 And hast made us unto dur God kings and priests : and 
we shall reign otl the earth. 

11 And 1 beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels 
round about thd*throne and the beasts and the elders : and 
the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and 
thousands of thousands ; 

12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain to receive power, and riches, andVisdom, and strength, 
and honour, and gloiy, and blessing. 

18 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and sucli as dre in the sea, and ail 
that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 

14 And the four living creatures said. Amen. And the four 
and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth 
for eter dtod ever. 

RicFLEcnoKS WOK Ekv. V.— -How fidl, rich, mysterious, and glo- 
rious is the book of God’s immutable purpotes and eternal decrees ^ 
Though ongds are unable to read the boundless mysteries of that 
book, the saints of the living God, in the exercise of humble, lively 
faith, can read their names in tho Lamb's Book of life, and also 
i^oioe with holy confldenoe that thoir names shall never bo erased 
from the sacred, shining page. The Bivinily of our Sariour is 


PRAYER. 

W E draw near, 0 Lord, our God and our Father, to thy 
Divine and gracious presence, and we humbly vdy on 
the righteousness of Jesus, as the. only foundation of om* 
hopes of acceptance with thee in the observanoe of all the 
ordinances of thine appointment, and for our aoceptande at 
this time. Most glorious Jehovah, we adore thee in the book 
of thine eternal, wise, and inscrutable decrees. We adknow* 
ledge that thou hast from eternity laid down a vast and 
glorious plan, according to which tnou hast formed the uni* 
verse, consisting of unnumbered worlds and countless beings ; 
and agreeably to which thou art conducting the affairs of thy 
providence, and managing the government of all thy creatures. 
The book of thy decrees is known only to thyself. None in 
heaven or in earth have been found worthy but thou, O 
Lamb of God, to take this wondrous book, and open its^ 
mystoi’ions seals. Thou art omniscient, and must know all 
things ; and thou art almighty, and therefore able to accom- 
plish with the utmost case all thy magnificent and glorious 
decrees. 

Preserve us, 0 Lord, from a sinful and unhallowed curiosity, 
in wishing to pry into the impenetrable depths of Jehovah’s 
purposes. Wc would not be much concerned, O Lord, nor 
vainly long to penetrate the volume of thy deep decrees, to 
sec what months arc writ for us. 

* When the book of life is revealed at death, and amid the 
solemnities of a judgment-day, may all now prostrate before 
thy throne read their name among the chosen of thy love, 
among the followers of the Lamb. 

Iloly Spirit, give us grace to ascribe to Jesus, our exalted 
Saviour, deserved honour and praise. We adore thee, 0 Lamb 
of God, as the lion of the tribe of J udah, and as the Root of 
David. We rejoice that, even in the midst of tbe splendour 
of the heavenly state, thou dost appear as a Lamb thgt bad 
been slain ; and that the very wounds thou didst suffer on 
earth are still visible to all thine adoring worshippers in 
heaven. By faith may we now see thee as the Lamb tnat was 
slain for us ; and, when our earthly pilgrimage comes to a 
close, may we behold thee on thy glorious throne, still bearing 
the marks of those blessed wounds which wrought the 
salvation of ruined men. * , ^ 

Give to our children and servants faith in Christ S their 
Saviour, and love to him as the Lamb q/ Oorf, who is ikiUing to 
make them the lambs of his flock, ^ 

Animate aged saints and afflicted believers with the prospect 
of joining, at no distant period, with the ransomed millions 
above, and singing, Thou, 0 Jesus, art worthy to take tho 
book, and to open the seals thereof: for tkou wast slain, and 
hast ^eemed us to God by thy blood* 1!%rough an endless 
eternity ma;jr it be our felicity to sing, Worthy is the Lamb 
th^was slain, to receive bondiir, and glory, and bleOsing* 

our tlmks for the merd^ of the day, and seek 
the Divine guardianship of our God this night. Hear and 
answer aim forgive, for Jetos’ sake, who is worthy to take the 
book of thy sovereign and unfathomable decrees, and to loose 
the seals thereof. Amen* 





WW.-TJICJRW>AY WOBNING. 


C9HI«t’« OBIUT KllUWir. 

JTorliMt, 




* .^ **?**> - 

To yo« la ft notiui^; that Xanu ahould dio } 

2 Our ransom aad peace, onr mety he is; 

Come, (M il there ever vaa aonov like his. 

8 She I«rd, in the day of his angor, did lay 

Onr tma on the Lamb, and he bote them avay. 

4 He died to atone fbr sins not his own : 

The Father hath punished for us his dear Son. 

Funoaaa's Oouueonoa, 388. 

LAMENTATIONS I. 

JmmlmU Bim and OkrUet Borrow, 

TT OW doth the city ait solitary, that wtt$ fttfl' of people f 
is she become a widow ! she that ipa$ g^t ambpg 
the nations, and princess among the provipoeL dout ia.she 
become tribtttarr ! 

2 She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears are oh her 
cheeks : among all h» lovers she hath none to comfort her : 
all her friends have dealt treacheropidx Trith hfr, are 
, become her enemies. 

8 Judah is gone into captivity because of afflietipn, and 
because of great servitude : she dwelletb among the heathen, 
she findeth no rest : all her persecutors overtpok her between 
the straits. 

4 The ways of Zion do moium, because pone come to the 
solemn feasts : all her gates are desolate ; her priests sigh, her 
virgins are afflicted, and she ts in bitterness. 

6 Her adversaries are the chief, her enemies prosper; for 
the lioan hath afflicted her for the multitude of her trans* 
gressions : her children are gone into captivity before the 
enemy* 

6 And from the daughter of Zion all hmr bewity is de- 
parted : her prinees are become like harts that find no pasture, 
and they are gone without strength before the pursuer. 

7 Jemaalem remembered in the days of her affliction spd 
of her miseries all her pleasant things that she had in the 
days of <dd, when her people fell intq the hend of the enemy, 
and none did help her : the adversaries saw her, and did mock 
at her sabbaths. 

8 Jerusalem hath grievously sinned; therefore she is re- 
moved : all that honoured her despise her, because they have 
seen her nakedness : yea, she sigheth, and tumeth backward. 

10 The adversary hath sprci^ out his hand upon all her 
pleasant thinp : for she hath seen that the heathen entered 
into hmr sanctuary, whom thou didst command that they 
should not enter into thy congregation. 

11 All her people sigh, they seek bread ; they have given 
their pleasant things for meat to relieve the soul: see, O 
Tjopp, and consider ; for 1 am become vile. 

13 Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? behold, and 
see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is dooK 
unto mo, wherewith the Loan hath afflicted me in the.day ol^ 
his fierce auger. , 

18 From above hath he sent fire into my bones, and it; 
prevaileth against them : he hath spread a net for my feet, he 
hath tnmed me back : he hath made me desolate ana faint all 
the day. 

14 The yoke of my transgressions is hound by his hand : 
they are wreathed, and come up upon my neck t be hath made 
my atrength to fall, the Loan hath delivered me into their 
hands, from whom 1 am not able to rise np. 

16 The Loan hath ^rodden under foot all my mighty men 
in the midst of me': he bath called an assembly against me to 
orush my younw men : the lionn hath trodden the virgin, the 
daughter m Judah, os in a vinepress. 


BsRaoxnnis UKnr Lam. i.— T he history of Jenualom fiimishes 
the most aflbo^ and teagioal illustratioa of the evil of sin, both in 
and in its most dxesdAil ooniequenoes and ^ects. 'What a 
picture of prosperity, nsefiilness, and hi^piness, was Jerusalem in ^e 
days of her houness, and whm in the enjoyment of Jehovah’a ■milmt t 
but what a picture of desolation and woe when she cost off God, and 
when the vials of God’s wrath were poured out in all their merited 
and overwhelming leverity 1 IjEoUnesa ia the fbontain pf joy ; sin is 
the fountain of sorrow : Jerusalem preferred the second before the 
first; she ngeoted God at her King, she preferred the service of sin 
before the service of God, she sought comfort, and sought it in vain, 
from sin tiu bitter fountaii^ — ^and what was tho fi^htful conse- 
iQgtenbe ? she fimnd jheis^ out down into the depths of despair, and 
t^'bf uttavidliag sorrow and niiwgse'mn down her ohoeks! she 
foohd, (Wdien it yru too lat^ that Ae had niut aiaftiUy and onlpably 
forsakm the feimtaih ^ living waters ! Let each of us oamestly 
pray that wb may obtain mpientattbs untb life. 

PRAYER, 

^^R Gtod and Fathor in Christ, we would draw near thy 
throne this morning with the voice of 'thankfulness and 
praise. From our birth to the present hw, we have been the 
objects of thine unceasing teudernew and care* Wo bleu 
! thee that thou hut preserved ug duriog the! j^t night, and 
' tbft, whRe.wo 1^, feat uleep, ahd uneont^oieas oven of our 
bemg, thy watchM-iiyO neither slumbered nor sl<;pt* Qive to 
our b^iu the protebtion of thy providence, aud to our souls 
the defence of thy grace. Help us to surmount difficulties, 
fortify ns to resist temptations, and streng^ien ua to pexfbrm 
duty. In all the engagements of the day, teaph and dispose 
us to seek the glory m thy name; and, when otir mortal life 
comes to a dose, may we obtain the blessedness of heaven and 
immoirtaUiy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord nnd Saviour. 

We impl<tfe the sanctifying influences of tho Holy Spirit to 
attend the word we have now read. We acknowledge thy 
sovereignty and justice in the overwhdming calamities which 
befeU ancient Jeruaalom. Impress om mindis with the solemn 
.thought, that the greatest sin the inhabitants of Jerusdem 
ever cbmuiikted wu the rejection of Jesus, and nailing him to 
the accursed tree. 

0 enable our beloved children to receive a loving Saviour, 
Let them not live and die rejecting Jeaut, and thus perish in 
the commission of the greatest sin which can accomplish the 
ruin ^ tise soul. Save them, O Lord, from such a stn,* 
preserve them from such a doons. 

Preserve the nations and the cities of the earth iErom im- 
piety, luxury, and pride. May the calamities which fell on 
Jerusalem and other cities for their dari^ wickedneu com- 
mitted against the God of heaven and the King of Zion, prove 
to them all salutary warnings. Bless the cities of our laud, 
and cause righteousness to run down their streets like a 
robbing stream, . HeUver our cities from all those vices 
which hasten to tpi .uht^mdy grave, which make the faculties 
of ^e soul the victims and slnves aS the most degrading lusts, 
and whiob, alw, {urepare for the regions o£ endless despair I 
In eycry pulpit, the pure Gospel be proclaimed, aud iu 
ey^ habitaaon may. lhe sweet songs of Zion be sung. 

• Bless to 0 Saviour, the remembrance of thy sorrow. 
When we think of tky sufferings in Gethsemano’s garden, we 
ac^owledge there was no sorrow like unto thy sorrow. When 
we think of the events of Calvary’s cross, we acluiowledgc 
there was no sonw like thy sorrow, wherewith the Lord 
afflicted thee in the day of his fierce anger. Enable the 
afflicted to remember the sufferings of Christ ; and may they 
believe that the sufferings of Jesus extracted the curse from 
all their sufferings. Con^rt the aged with the conviction that 
the sorrows of Jesus -purchased for them the joys of heaven. 

Lord, hear the prayers andfonfive the sins of thine nnworthy 
supifflants, for Jesus’^ sake, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

MS 


I'lmBTH WEEK.— THUESDAY EVENING. 


TBS I.AST SAY, 

21^4* Onmge, Oridkkwood, WkU^fitld* •. ii, 

1 K ND will the judge descend ? 

- And must tlio dead arise. 

And not a single soul escape 
. Hia all-discerning eyes } 

% And f^om his righteous lips 
Shall this dread sontonco sound, 

And, tlirouffh the numerous, guilty throng, 

Spread black despair aroxmd ? 

3 Depart from me, accursed, 

To everlasting dame, 

For rebel-angels first prepared, 

Where mcTcy never come. DoomuDos. 

REVELATION VI. 

The fix Seals and the last Day. 

A nd I saw, when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and 
• I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the four 
beasts saying. Come and see. 

2 And I saw, and behold a white horse : and he that sat on 
hihn had a bow ; and a crown was given unto him : and he 
went forth conquering, and to conquer. 

8 And when he had opened the second seal, 1 heard the 
second living creature say, Come and see. 

4 And there went out another horse that was red ; and 
power was given to him that sat tliercon to take peace from 
the earth, and that they should kill one another : and there 
was given unto him a great sword. 

5 And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third 
living creature say, Como and see. And I beheld, and lo a 
black horse ; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in 
his hand. 

6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living 
creatures say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three 
measures of barley for a penny ; and see thou hurt not the oil 
and the wine. 

7 And when ho had opened the fourth seal, I heard the 
voice of the fourth living creature say, Come and see. 

8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse : and his name 
that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And 
power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, 
to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with 
the beasts of the earth. 

9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the 
altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, 
and for the testimony whicli they held ; 

10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying. How long, O 
Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our 
blood on them that dwell on the earth ? 

1 1 And white robes were given unto every one of them ; 
and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a 
little season, until their fcllowscrvants also and their brethren, 
that should bo killed as they were, should be fulfilled. 

12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, 
lo, there was a great earthquake ; and the sun became black as 
sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood ; 

13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a 
fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a 
mighty wind. 

14 And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled I 
together; and every mountain and island were moved out of 
their places. 

15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the 
rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and i 
everj^ bondman, and every freeman, hid themselves in the dens 
and in the rocks of the mountains ; 

16 And said to the mountains aUd rocks, Fall on us, and 
H06 


hide US from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and 

from the wrath of the Lamb : . v l n 

17 For the great day of his wrath is come j ana who shall 

I be able to stand ? 

llEPLECTioKB UPON Rxv. vf.— May W0 hear God's gr^ious Toioe 
saying to us, Como and see ” what wonders are to be found m my 
: book of creation, of providence, and of redemption. If we consider 
providence aright, wo shall view it as a marveUous oomm^tary 
on tho book of the eternal purposes of Jehovah. What a wonderful 
conqueror is Jesus ! for while the characters of earthly conquerors 
arc generally stained with cruelty, lupino, and injustice, the cha- 
' racter of Jesus shines forth beautified with the bright lustre of every 
Divine perfection— Righteousness is the girdle of his loins, and 
' faithfulness the girdle of his reins." What has sin done to our world ! 

I it has taken peace from the earth ; it has made it the scene of anarchy, 
confusion, and death ! Lot us however rejoice that Jesus, who is 
' our peace, has cemo to restore peace by tho blood of his cross, and 
finufiy by his Spirit to change our sinful, ruined race into one 
family of holiness, concord, and love. Lord, hasten the day ! 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, we draw near to thy throne of gta^, 
through Jesus Christ, by that new and living way which 
he hath consecrated for us through the veil ; that is to say, 
his fiesh. Seeing then that we have such an high-priest as 
Jesus to represent our cause before the throne of glory above, 
may we be enabled to draw near the throne of grace below 
witli a true heart, in full assurance of faith. O teach us to 
offer up our prayers under the believing and well-grounded ■ 
persuasion that the ear of mercy is constantly open to hear ■ 
our supplications, and that the God of all mercies never will i 
be ofl'ended either with the number, or with the frequency, or * 
with the importunity of our prayers. 

We now retire from the business and cares of the day, to j 
enjoy fellowship with thee the Father, and with thy Son Jesus | 
Clirist. We thank thee for daily mercies, daily ordinances, ] 
and daily privileges. Tliou liast given us daily bread for our 
bodies, and daily supplies for our souls ; we now pray for the \ 
pardon of our daily sins, and that thou wouldst sanctify daijy 
providences, O make us to dwell in safety this night, and 
may we be quiet from the fear of evil ; and bring us at last to 
that heavenly kingdom where there arc no pricking briars nor 
stinging serimnt — where there is nothing to hurt or destroy in 
all thy lioly mountain. 

Bless to us the solemn truths we have now read. We 
rejoice that under all governments thy Church is safe, and 
that her blessedness, prosperity,^ and safety, are not even 
affected by the calamities which overthrow kingdoms, and 
involve nations in desolation and ruin. There is no crown 
like thy crown, O Jesus 1 thy crown shall for ever flourish on 
thy head, and the bright glory of thy crown shall continue for 
ever and ever to fill heaven with the beams of ineffable delight. 

May the universal power of death, and the prosj^cct of our 
own dissolution, produce on our minds the most profitable and 
solemn eflects. Give us faith in Christ as the conquered ot 
death, and as having destroyed the guilt of sin, which is death's 
sting ; then shall we be delivered from the fear of death. Give 
us faith to look on deatli as a friend, and not an enemy. 

Mai/ our children serioushj reflect upon the last day. When 
Christ shall appear in the clouds of heaven, may none qy 
them have reason to call upon the rocks and mountains to fall 
dotm upon them, and hide them from the face of the Judge. 

To us, and all our relatives and friends, may it be a trium- 
phant day. Then may we meet the noble army of martyrs 
and saints ; then may we be clothed in white robes ; then may 
we he ever with the Lord. 

Accept our evening sacrifice, hear our prayers, aud forgive 
our sins, for the sake of Jesus, the Lamb that was slain. Amexu 


FIFmSTH WjBBK.— PIMIUY MORNIN(». 


BXiSSBlB HAY IN HXAVBN. 
diiddleion^ Tiprit* SicUif^ Mmk^. 

MOW we 6*f60t A d«y, 

Stafl brighto far than thi®, 
TThen death shall bear our soula away 
To realto® of light and bliss, 
i There rajpturous scones of joy 
Shall burst upon our sight ; 

And every pain, and tear, and sigh 
Be dxoirM in endless light. 

Beneath thy balmy wing, 

0 Sun of righteousness ! 

Our happy souls shall sit and sing 
^ The wonders of thy grace. 


S. Sthnwett. 


LAMENTATIONS III. 

Merciet ohd Prcmiaei, 

jjT is of the Lord^s mercies that we are not consumed, 

' because his compassions fail not. 

28 They are new every morning : great is thy faithfulness. 
.24 The Lord is my portion, saitli my soul ; therefore will 

1 hope in him. 

26 The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to the 
soul that seeketh him. 

26 It is good that a man should both hope aiid quietly wait 
for the salvktion of the LoRb. 

27 It is |[Ood for a man that ho bear the yoke in his youth. 

« 28 He sitteth alone and keepeth silence, because he hath 

borne it upon him. 

29 He putteth his mouth in the dust ; if so be there may 
be hope. 

80 He glveth his cheek to him that smiteth him : he is 
filled full with reproach. 

81 For the Lord will not cast off for ever : 

32 But though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion 
according to the multitude of his mercies. 

83 For he doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children 

of men. I 

84 To crush under his feet all the prisoners of the earth, * 

86 To turn aside the right of a man before the face of the 
most High, 

36 To subvert a man in his cause, the Lord approveth not. 

87 Who is he that saith, and it cometh to pass, when the 
Lord cemmandeth il not? 

38 Oujb of the mouth of the most High proceedeth not evil 
and good ? 

89 Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man for the 
puniribment of his sins ? 

40, Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the 
Lord. 

41 Let us Uft up our heart with our hands unto God in the 
heavens.' 

42 We have transgressed and have rebelled : thou hast not 
pardoned. 

66 I called upon thy name, O Lord, out of the low 
dungeon. 

66 Thou hast heard my voice : hide not thine ear at my 
breathing, at my cry. 


BRFLSomms mir Xajc. nt. — They who possess the grace of evon* 
gelical repentsnoe see and believe that they deserve the heaviest 
judgments, and that they are unworthy of the least mercies. They 
also acknowledge with thonkftilness that it is only by unmerited 
meroY they are preserved from merited destruction, the beUever 


mercy they are preserved firom merited destruction, 
knows, and admowlo^ies vHth thankfiilness aind^ 
every morning is tho renewal of light, it is also 1 


The ,beUever 
V that while 
a renewal of 


mercies; and that every day is a pleasing and encouraging coia* 
menta^ upon the immUtabihty of Divine troth, and the stability of 
tho Divine promise. The men of the World seek as their portion 
wealth, pleasure, honour, and. power. How exulted tho state, and 
how great tho felicity of redeemed saints ! they can say, ** Our 
portion is Jehovah, who made the boundless universe ; ho is the 
strength of our h^krt and our exceeding great reward : ” thus tlio 
meanest, poorest, and most seclqded saint on the face of the earth 
can say what no graceless monarch can utter, even though he sway 
his sceptre over the greatest and the wealthiest empires upon the 
I face of tho earth. May we bo taught to tread tho world beneath 
I our feet; and may our converwtion be in heaven, whore we shall 
receive and enjoy ''an inheritunco incorruptible, undefilod, and 
which fadoth not away, reserved for those who ore kept by tho 
power of *God unto salvation, ready to be revealed in tho last time.’* 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD, our merciful Father, what reason have we with 
^ thankfulness of heart, on the return of another day, to 
acknowledge thee in the language of the church of old : It is 
of the Lord^a mercies that we are not consumed, because his 
compassions fail not I They are new every morning ; great is 
thy faithfulness. Holy Spirit, mercifully condescend to give 
us thy grace, that we may be able to say, in the language of 
filial love and vigorous faith, The Lord is my portion, saith 
my soul ; therefore will I hope in him. O Lord, we earnestly 
pray that thou wouldst be our portion. Forbid that we should 
prefer thy creatures as a portion before thyself. We desire to 
say with the devout Psalmist, Thou art the strength of my 
heart, and my portion for ever. 

Teach us the important lesson of hoping in God, as our God 
in Christ. In the darkest night of sorrow, enable us to exer- 
cise a lively hope in our redeemiug God, and to sing, Why ar(' 
thou cast down, O my soul, and why art thpu disquieted 
within me ? hope in God ; for I shall yet praise him, who is 
the health of my countenance and my God. Lord, enable 
.us quietly to wait for the salvation of our God. When our . 
enemies assault us, when temptations appear against us on 
the right hand and the left, when we arc visited with bodily 
afflictions, when we are tried with mental uneasiness, when the 
billows of sorrow are numerous and high, O may we find in 
each and all of these situations the unspeakable benefit of 
confidence in God, and that it is good we should both hope 
and quietly wait for the salvation of our God. 

Bless our dear children, and sanctify to them aU the bodily 
affliction they have been called to experience* If it is thy 
sovereign will that they should endure affliction in early days, 
may they find that it is good to bear the yoke in their youth. 

Lord, sanctify all our afflictions. May we remember how 
Jesus endured affliction, and be taught to imitate liis blessed 
example. Silently and meekly we submit to the will of 
our Father who is in heaven. Comfort all thine afflicted 
people with the delightful promise, that the Lo^ will not 
cast them off for ever. Glory to thy name that thine inB|)ired 
servant has said, for the encouragement of all thine afflicted 
children, But though he cause grief, yet will he have com- 
passion, according to the multitude of his merely. Convince 
all thy people, more and more, that every affliction is sent by 
God to produce upon the mind some invaluable effects ; seeing 
that God doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of 
men. In our afflictions may we be deeply convinced that our 
sins are the procuring cause of them all. 

Prepare us for that heavenly world where the happiness of 
the ransomed millions is complete, and where no gull of afflic- 
tion shall be ever mingled with their cup of joy. 

Graciously assist us in the duties of the day. Preserve us 
from sin, and hear our prayers, for the sake of our Lord and j 
Saviour ^esus Christ. Amen. 
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FIFTIETH WBBK^FEIDAT BVBNING. 


flAASMES 07 TlUliV^ AND ttOFKft OF USAYNK. 

WhUby, MajiiluUad, Ompamiw* fr m. 

1 llTOllir charming i« tho place, 

Where my liedeemer God 
VqTeils tho beauties of his face, 

And sheds his lore abroad ! 

^ Not the fair palaces, 

To which tlio groat resort, 

Are onoo to be compared with this, 

Where Jesus hol^ his court. 

3 Here on the mercy-seat, 

With radiant glory crowned, 

Our joyful eyes behold him sit 
And smile on all around. 

4 To him their prayers and cries 
Each humble som presents ; 

He listens to their broken sighs, 

And grants them all their wants. a. Stbnsrtt. 

EEVELATION VII. 

The MultUtide and Bleaecdnaia of (he StUnia in Heaven, 

A ND after these things I saw four angels standing on the 
four corners of tho earthy holding the four winds of tho 
earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on 
the sea, nor on any tree. 

2 And I saw another angel descending from the cast, having 
tho seal of the living God ; niid ho cried with a loud voice to 
the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and 
the sea, 

8 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the 
trees, till we have scaled tlio servants of our God in their 
foreheads. 

4 And I heard the number of them which were sealed : and 
there were scaled an hundred and forty and four thousand of 
all the tribes of the children of Israel. 

9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no 
man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands ; 

10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our 
God which sltteth upon the throne, and unto tlie Lamb. 

11 And all the angels stood round about the throne, and 
a^ut the elders and tho four living creatures, and fell before 
the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 

12 Saying, Amen : Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and 
thanl^mng, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our 
God for ever and ever. Amen. 

18 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What 
m these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came 
they? 

14 And I said unto him, Sir, tliou kuowest. And he said 
to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and 
imte waAcd their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. 

16 Therefore arc they before the throne of God, and serve 
him day and night in bis temple : and ho that sitteth on the 
throne shall dwell among them. 

16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more ; 
neither shall tho sun light on them, nor any heat. 

1 . the throne 

shall feed them, and shidl lead them unto living fountains of 
waters; and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. • 

Emxibciioki tTFON Kitv. VII.-— ‘Aiigcls ore God’s mcsschffcrs and 
servants, ^er ready to do his will in his providence a^ in his 
^ May we bear some resemblance to those ongelio spirits in 
holmess, m lore, and In prompt obedience to the^ of cur God 

and Saviour! Angola arc entrusted by God with great commissions. 
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aad they are always faithful to their trust. May we be ^ s wait- 
ing servants, and his faithful servants. 0, by the Divine Spiril^ my 
we be faithful unto death 1 How animating to think of tho myriads 
of ransomed souls in heaven now before the throne I How oonsistent' 
with the righteousness and mercy of the Divine government, to 
believe that all who have died in infancy, and before reaching tho 
years of discretion, arc now in the celestial city I Then how immense 
must be tho congregated multitude from all parts of the earth during 
the past generations of the history of our world ! At tho bloso of ages, 
it will indeed be a multitude which no man caxi; number. May wo 
bo found among tho joyful myriads who have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Amen. 


PRAYER. 

O THOU King of Zion, and Saviour of the redeemed on 
earth, and of the ransomed multitude in heaven, thou art 
tlic great Almighty Thou boldest in thy hands the winds of 
heaven, and they cannot break forth without thy permission, or 
do good or evil but under the direction of thy sovereign will. 

Wc adore thee, 0 Lord, as the living God. 0 thou living 
Saviour, who died in thy humanity to obtain life for guilty 
men, mercifully bestow on each of us now before thee that 
life of regeneration which will be followed by a life of glory in 
heaven. 

Wc adore thee, O Lord, in the control thou dost exercise 
over all calamities and all events. Neither the earth, nor the 
sea, nor the trees of the forests, can be hurt but as tbou givest 
commission to thy servants. Strike guilty nationil, and guilty 
men will fear, when they remember that they are in the hand^ 
nndcr the control, and at the constant disposal of that holy, 
righteous, and almighty God whose laws they are violating 
and whose mercy they arc treating with scorn. 

Wc supplicate from thee, the Lord our God, pardon of all 
the sins thy pure eyes have seen committed by us this day. 
Accept the humble tribute of our thanksgiving for tho 
mercies thy liberal hand hath put into the cup of our lot. 
picss ns this night with thy fatherly protection and care ; and 
let all evil be kept far distant from our persons, our dwellings, 
and our friends. 

We praise and adore thee, 0 Jesus, for the myriads who 
will be saved by thy righteousness and death ; and we praise 
thy glorious name for the immense multitude which is now 
before thy heavenly throne, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands. O that we may be travelling to* the 
same glorious land, and that we may join them in proclaiming, 
with ccstacics of unspeakable jqy, Salvation to our God, who 
sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb. Blessing, and glory, 
and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and 
might, be unto our God for ever and ever. 

Lord, bless to thy Church the remembrance of thy blessed 
martyrs, who willingly endured the most excruciating tortures 
rather than deny the Lord who bought them ; and who cheer* 
fully laid down their lives, as an evidence of their invincible 
attachment to Christ and his cause. 

0 imy our children be filled with love to Jesus j for whom 
even children have suffa^ed the honourahh death of martyrs. 

Comfort the mind of all thy poor and afflicted and aged 
saints Lift up their hopes to that blessed land where ttey 
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, and where the 
sun shall not light u^on them, nor any heat. May they 
rejoice that all their sins and infirmities and sorrows shJl 
soon come to an end, and that the Lamb shall lead them to 

awiw all tears from their eyes. ^ 

W. tcitimonj by 


FIFTI8TH WB81.-«A.fITEDAy MOBWINO. 


MIVimM. 

OmlbrnytOL WMtm. $Mtmu 
VS aemiiti of the L(^ 

^ . tmA in hit oSoe waiti 
Obaerrant of bit boAvenly wordi 
And ifatohfbl at hit g^. 

I Z<et tU your lampt bo bright, 

And trim the golden flame ; 

Oird up your loint as in his sight, 
For is his name* 

'Watch, |tis your Lord’s command; 
And whjle we speak he’s near : 
Mark the iirst signal of his hand, 
And ready all appear. 

0 happy servant ho, 

In suoh a posture found ! 

He shall his Lord with rapture see 
And be with honour crowned. 


I>ODPZl!nQS. 


14 And thn oreatui 
ance of a flash of l^tning. 


appear- 


EZEKIEL I. 

AngeU* 

T^OW it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth 
month, in the fifth day of the month, as I was among the 
captives by the river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened, 
and I saw visions of Ood. 

% In the fifth day of the month, which was the fiftli year of 
king Jehoiachin’s captivity, 

8 The word of the Lord came expressly unto Ezekiel the 
priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans, by the 
river Chebar ; and the hand of the Loiin was there upon him. 

4 And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the 
north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness 
was abbut it, and out of the midst thereof as tlie colour of 
amber, out of the midst of the fire. 

6 AlIso out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four 
living creatures. And this was their appearance; they had 
the likeness of a man. 

6 And every one had four faces, and every one had four 

wings. 

7 And their feet were straight feet ; and the sole of their 
fett was like the sole of a calf s foot : and they sparkled like 
the colour of burnished brass. 

8 And they had the hands of a man under their wings 
on their four sides ; and they four had their faces and their 
wings. 

9 Their wings were joined one to another ; they turned not 
when they went; they went every one straight forward. 

10 Aa for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face 
of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right side : and they 
four had the face of an ox on the left side ; they four also had 
the face of an eagle, 

11 Thus were their faces: and their wings were ‘stretched 
upward) two wings of every one were joined one to another^ 
and two covered their bodies. 

12 And tiiey Went every one straight forward : whither the 
spirit was to go, they went; and they turned not when they 
went. 

18 As for rim likeness of the living creatures, their appear- 
ance was like burning ooals of fire, and like the appearance of 


oonflae their bodies in prisons, but cannot prevent their aflbetions 
and ho^ from rising to the reidities of heaven, and the joys of ilia 
oeleetial paradise above. There are places and dates connootod wi^ 
the history of God’s ohildren, whirii call to their remembronoe the 
most signal manifestations of God’s goodness and grace. God’s word 
came prolphetically and powerfhlly to Ezekiel; we should often 
inquire seriously and impartially, Has the word of God come to us 
savingly, with the demonstration of the Spirit, and with power ? 
How deep and how mysterious are the purposes of God ! and tne 
movements of his providence are often envelop^ in dark clouds 
impenetrable to man ; still God’s pmposes are laid and formed by 
unerring wisdom, and all the events of providence ore wisely 
managed for his own glory and his people’s good. 


PRAYEB. 

^REAT and glorious Jehovah, wo acknowledge thee in all 
thy blessed prerogatives. While with a word thou didst 
create all thin^, by the word of thy providence thou dost 
preserve all things in existence. By the word of thy power 
thou didst call the universe into being, and by the word of thy 
providence thou dost rule over the dominions thou hast made. 
We adore thee, O Lord, as the Lord of angels. These ex- 
alted intelligences arc thy messengers, whom thou dost send 
throughout thy vast empire on embassies of the greatest 
Importance. We rejoice that, though multitudes of angels 
left their first estate, and became rebels, still far greater mul- 
titudes remain in their original purity, love, and obedience, 
and are to this day faithful in their allegiance to Jesus, our 
exalted Redeemer, whom all the angels of God are commanded 
to worship. We bless thee that we have reason to believe that 
these pure and happy beings are confirmed in their glorious 
excellence and rank by the mediatorial reign of Jesus, and 
that the spirit of mutiny and rebellion shall no more spread 
itself among the shining ranks of these ministering angcMi 


itself among the shining ranks of these ministering angels! 

We adore thee, O Lord, in the agency with which angels 
are entrusted in connection with thy providence, thy word, 
and thy Church. We adore thee in all those blessed excel- 


and thy Church. We adore thee in all those blessed excel- 
lences by which thine angels are so qualified for the perform- 
ance of those great and important duties which are required of 
them in executing thy will. Bless to us what we have now read 
of their willingness to serve God. Lord, make us, like them, 
thy willing servants. May the same mind be in us which was 
also in Christ ; and, breathing his blessed spirit, may we ever 
say in reference to the service of our God, To do thy will we 
take delight, yea, thy law is within our hearts. As thino^ 
angels are strong to execute thy will, Lord, strengthen us in" 
thy service. May the weak among us become as David, and 
the house of David as the angel of the Lord. Let us not be 
intimidated by difficulties, by dangers, by obstacles, by ene- 
mies. Encourage us by thy blessed promise, and may we 
experience its ample accomplishment: They that wait upon 
the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles ; they shall run and not be weary, they 
shall walk and not faint. 

Gracious Ood, give thine angels charge qf our offspring, 
to hold them in their hands, lest at any time they ^ould Oe 
injured by the stones of temptation which endanger their 
safety. 

We present our thanks for the continued mercies of another 
night, mid for preserving us to see the light and enter upon 
the duties of another day. This day enable us to run in the 
way of thy commandments, and even in all our temporal 
engagements to remember the great end of our existence, the 


glojT of God. 

Hear our prayers, forgive our sins, and save our souls, for 
Jesus^ sake, to whom, with the Father and Holy Spirit, ws 
would ascribe the kingdom, power, and glory. Amen. 
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Bavufiotioirs itfov Essie. r.—Tj rants sad persmtors may onslavo 
the bodies of the saints, but cannot enslave their souls; uiey may 


FIIjTIBTH week.— satubday. evening. 


QOD’H XTERNITY. 

Kmwdl, Wortihip, QainAomigh* c. m. 

1 rise, my soul, and leave the ground, 

^ Stretch all thy thoughts abroad, 

A.nd rouse up every tuneM sound 
To praise tho eternal God. 

2 Long ero the lofty skies wore spread, 

Jehovah iillcd his throne ; 

Or Adam formed, or angels made, 

The Maker lived alone. 

3 His boundless years can ne’er decrouso 

But still maintain their prime ; 

Eternity's his dwelling-place, 

And Ever is lus time. 

4 Wliile like a tide our minutoB flow, 

The present and the past. 

Ho fills his own immortal Now^ 

And sees our ages waste. 

6 The sea and sky must perish too 
And vast destruction come ; 

The creatures — look how old they 
And wait their fiery doom ’ 

WAins, 17, B. 11. 


REVELATION X. 

End of Tinie. 

A ND I saw another mighty angel como down from heaven, 
clothed with a cloud ; and a rainbow ivas upon his head, 
and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of 
fire; 

2 And he had in his hand a little book open : and he set 
liis right foot upon the sea, and his Mtfoot upon the earth, 

3 And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth : and 
when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices. 

4i And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, 1 
was about to write : and I heard a voice from heaven saying 
unto me, Seal up those things whicli the seven thunders 
. uttered, and write them not. 

6 And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon 
the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, 

6 And Bware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who 
created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, 
and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things 
which are therein, that there should be time no longer: 

7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when 
he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God shall be finished, 
as he hath declared to his servants the prophets. 

8 And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me 
again, and said, Go and take the little book which is open in 
the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon 
the earth. 

9 And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me 
the little book. And he said unto me. Take it, and eat it up • 
and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth 
sweet as honey. 

10 And I took the little book out of the angel’s hand, and 
ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as 
soon as I had eaten it, my bellj was bitter. 

11 And he said unto me, thou must prophesy again liefoye 
many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings. 


crow Rev. x.--Our Lord Jesus Christ is infinitely 
glorious as tho mo^ngor of tho covenant; and, as the ruler of the 
universe ^d the king of Zion, ho is clothed with infinite majesty and 
power. Ho holds in his hand the book of the Divine decrew, all of 
700 


which are the result of his own wisdom, and in their fulfilment the 
effect of his own power. Ho has essentially boundless wisdom to 
puipose, and boundless power to aooomplish ; /'Hn doth all his plea- 
sure.” His voice in creation and providenoe is wwerful, it is fidl of 
majesty. 0 how gentle, melting, and infioentim, is his voice of love 
in the Gospel of his grace ! it drops as the rain, it dsstils as the dew; 
os tho small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon tho 
grass.” Wlio can conceive the power and mi^eaty of his voice at the 
i last day, which the dead in their graves shall hear, and under the irre- 
'■ sistible power of which they shall come forth — they who have done 
' good to tlie resurrection of life, and they who have done evil to the 
' resurrection of condemnation! 0 may we be prepared to hear his 
I powerful voice on that day, that great and solemn day ! Amen. 


PRAYER. 

O THOU who art the Holy One of Israel, wo fall down 
before thy throne, agreeably to thy gracious command, to 
present our evening sacrifice, to acknowledge thee in thine 
uncreated glory, and in tliine eternal and immutable existence, 
relying on Jesus for acceptance. 

We would thankfully praise thee for the kind providence 
which has watched over us during another week, in supplying 
the wants of our bodies, in presenting before our soius the 
bread of life, derived from the store-house of revelation, wd 
in preserving us from many temptations and dangers which 
our wisdom could not foresee, and from which our feeble 
strength could afford no adequate defence. 

We supplicate the continuance of thy paternal kindness and 
care this night. Refresh our feeble bodies with sleep and 
repose; and, if it is thy holy will, may we be spared till 
another day of sacred rest, and yet of spiritual activity, that 
we may join tby people in the sanctuary, in ascribing deserved 
hallelujahs of praise to the God of our salvation. 

Bless to our souls tho solemn accourit we have now rood of 
the close of ages, when the kingdoms and governments of this 
world shall cease for ever, and when time shall be no longer. 
O impress us with the thought, that time shall bo succeeded 
by an awful, by an endless eternity — and that we, eveirwe, 
shall be the witnesses of that sublime and affecting event, 
when a mighty angel amid the noise of the loud thunder shall 
set his right foot on 'the sea, and his left foot upon the earth, 
and aware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created 
heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth and the 
things that therein are, and the sea and the things that arc 
therein, that theiik shall be time no LONOEa! In the 
prospect of that solemn period} of which we shall be the 
interested living witnesses, we now earnestly iniplore the God 
of all grace to give us an interest in Jesus Christ and his 
righteousness. Awful thought, O Jesus, to live for ever 
without thee I Give us, we pray, the great blessing of tby 
salvation. We would seek it before riches and honour,, health 
and life. ' 

Seriously impress the minds of our dear children and 
servants with the prospect of an endless eterndty^ Give them 
love to JesifSy and faith in his death : then the solemnities o/ 
eternity will fill them with joy and not with grief 

May we all long to enter heaven, to behold and enjoy the 
glory of that holy paradise. If the fape of thine angels, O 
Lord, is like the sun, and if their feet are like pillars of fire, 
what must be the mediatorial glories of Immanuel ! what 
m^t be the uncreated glories of the Father, Sou, and Holy 
Cihost I May we daily long to enter that blessed place where 
such glory is to be soon, and daily pray that we may be 
prepared for the inheritance of the saints in fight. Hear us 
graciously, for our Savioui^s sake; and may the grace of the 

l^rd Jesus Christ be with us all, now and for evermofc* 
Amen* 



nwTY^mm tosk.— sabbath iioiu^a 


DIVINS raOTlCTXOK» . 

Suffix Nwf.' Marki* 

1 T Tip to the hills I lift mine eyes, 

^ Iho eternal bills fceyond the skies : 
Xhenoe all her hdp my soul derives ; 

There my almighty refuge lives. 

2 He lives, the everlasting Ood, 

Tlmt buUt the 'world, that spread the flood ; 
The heayens and all their hosts ho mode, 
And the dark regions of tho dead. 

3 Ho guides our feet, ho guards our way; 

His morning smiles bless all tho day ! 

Ho spreads the evening veil, and keeps 
Tho silent hours 'whilo Israel sleeps. 

4 Israel, a name divinely blest, 

May rise secure, securely rest ; 

Thy holy guardian’s walceful eyes 
Admit no slumber npr surprise. 

3 On theo foul spirits have no power ; 

And, in thy last departing hour, 

Angels, that trace the airy road, 

Shdl bear theo homeward to thy God. 


Watis, 121 . 


PSALM CXX. 

Wicked Tongm* 

I N my distress I cried unto the Loud, and he heard me. 

3 Deliver my soul, O Loud, from lying lips, and from a 
deceitful tongue. 

-8 What shall be given unto thee ? or what shall be done 
unto thee, thou false tongue ? 

4 .Sharp aiTOWS of the mighty, with coals of juniper. 

6 Woe is me, that I sojourn in Mesech, that I dwell in the 
tents of Kedar I 

6 My soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace. 

7 I am for peace ; but when I speak, they are for war. 

PSALM CXXI. 

IM*4ne Help, 

I WILL lift up mine eyes uiito the hills, from whence 
cometli my help. 

S My help cometh from the Loud, which made heaven and 
cartb. 

8 He will not suffer thy foot to be moved ; he that kccpctli 
thee wrill not slumber. 

4 Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor 

sleep. , , , 

6 The Loan is thy keeper ; the Lord is thy shade upon thy 

right hand. 

6 The aun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by 
night. 

7 The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil; he shall 
preserve thy soul. 

8 The Lord shall preserve % going out and thy coming in 
from this time forth, and even for evermore. 


EKrtBonens upox Psixns cxx., cxxi.-— In tho midst of the severest 
afflictions the prayers of God’s children are generally most fer^^ent, 
and the tousiq of prayer most sweet. There is no dungeon so deep 
from which eVon im whisper and tho sigh of prayer cannot ascend 
to the throne of heaven, and enter acceptably and speedily into the 
ear of the Pather of mercies. Inestimable ore tho advantages of 
prajrer to the afflicted saint. By the prayer of feith he flees, during 
the storms of falsehood, reproach, and persecution, to the bosom ot 
his God and Saviour, as the doves flee to their windows, and there 
he finds safety, consolatton, and peace. .If wo compare tho Divine 


perfections to monAtaias^ ther axe the defence of the redeemed : in 
the time of dahger ^ey look oy feith to theso mountains for help; 
and they never look in vain. I^e;^ are engaged in a most interesting 
journey, and passing through a wildamess of thorns, diffloultios, and 
danger. But Jesus is th^ guide, their comforter, and defender ; 
and ho will never leave them until ho has conduoted them to their 
heavenly homo. 


PRAYER. 

p LORY to the God of all grace, our God and our Father, 
^ that we have been pi*eserved and comforted during tho 
past night, and that we arc assembled before the throne of thy 
grace. What are w e, that another day should be added to 
our lives? Wliat are we, that another Sabbath-day should 
be added to our lives ? For other days wo praise thee, but 
especially for this day, this sacred, heavenly day, we would 
praise and magnify tliy name. 

To thee, O Lord, alone we would lift up our eyes this day. 
We would lift up the eyes of our soul to thy perfections, 
glorified in Christ. These thine attributes are the hills of 
eternal strength to which we look for protection from our 
spiritual enemies, from which no arm of human strength 
could ever defend us. From thy perfections alone cometh 
our help. We adore thee, most mighty Jehovah, as the 
helper of thy Church, and as our help. In the prospect 
of the day of affliction, and of the hour of temptation, and 
of the day of death, and of the solemnities of judgment, 
we desire as a family to say, in the exercise of faith. Our 
help cometh from the Lord, who hath made heaven and 
earth. 

Teach our children to seek Jesus as their only guide and ns 
their only helper. By his wisdom may they he guided ^ and by 
his power may ihey he defended. May our servants be the 
partakers of grace, and be preserved from this time forth, and 
even for ever. 

Give consolation to thine aged followers. May they firmly 
cleave to that promise, The Lord is thy keeper ; the Lord is 
thy shade upon thy right hand. Have mercy on all thine 
afflicted people, and particularly those who are prevented 
from entering thy sanctuary ; and may they derive great 
comfort from these words of promise and encouragement. 
The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil ; he shall preoervo 
thy soul. 

Have mercy on thy children who are Buffering under the 
keen shafts of reproach. Lord, deliver them from the slander- 
ing, the backbiting, and the lying tongue. May what thy 
people suffer among the sons and daughter of strife and 
enmity, strengthen their longing desires to enter the peaceful 
world where they shall for ever enjoy that pure, celestial, and 
undisturbed peace which passeth all understanding. 

Have mercy On all thy ministering servants, that they 
may preach os in the name, by tho authority, and for tlie 
glory of a once crucified, but now exalted Redeemer. May 
our beloved minister be especially filled with the Holy Ghost. 
Wc bear him up on the arms of our prayers liefore the 
throne, that ho may prove God’s messenger to us, and be the 
honoured instrument of conveying spiritual blessings to our 
souls. 

Let thy blessing, in a remarkable degree, attend the dis- 
pensatiou of Divine ordinances throughout all the congrega- 
tions of thy people. This day may there be a great harvest 
of immortal souls brought to Christ and his Church; and 
graciously comfort thine afflicted people in the chambers of 
suffering by the smiles of thy countenance. 

Graciously hear cur prayers and forgive our sins, for Jesus’ 
sake. Amen, 

Our Father whliDh Art in heaven, &c. 
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FIFW^PIBST WBBK.— SABBATH EVENING. 


GOIirO to OOP’s SOUfiS. 

Vvii/mtUy. Boutkwm^Nm. o. M. 

1 ITOW did my heart rejoice to hear 
At IC 7 Iriendf devoutly say, 

la Zion let us all appear, 
iiad keep the solemn day. 

2 1 love her gates, I love the road ; 

Tho church, adorned with grace, 

Stands like a palace built for God, 

To shew his milder face. 

3 Up to her courts, with joys unknown 

The holy tribes repair; 

The Son of David holds his throne, 

And sits in judgment there. 

Watts, Ps. 122. 

PSALM eXXIL 

hove to Ood*i Jlouee, 

I WAS glad when they said untQ me, Let txs go into tho 
house of the Lord. 

2 ^ Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. 

3 Jerusalem is builded as u city that is compact together : 

4 Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, unto the 
testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the Lord. 

5 For there are set thrones of judgment, the thrones of the 
house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem : they shall prosper that 
love thee. 

7 Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy 
palaces. 

8 For my brethren and companions’ sakes, I will now say, 
Peace be within thee. 

9 Because of the house of the Lord our God I will seek 
thy good. 

PSALM CXXIII. 

Confidence in Ood* 

TTNTO thee lift I up mine eyes, 0 thou that dwellest in the 
^ heavens. 

2 Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of 
their masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of 
her mistress; so our eyes tvail upon the Lord our God, until 
that he have mercy upon us. 

8 Have mercy upon us, 0 Loud, have mercy upon us : for 
we ai*e exceedingly filled with contempt. 

4 Our soul is exceedingly filled with the scorning of those 
that aie at ease, and with the contempt of the proud. 

PSALM eXXIV. 

Jkliverance from Ood, 

I f it had not been tho Lord who was on our side, now may 
Israel say ; 

2 If it had not been the Loud who was on our side, when 
men rose up against us : 

3 Then they had swallowed us up quick, when their wrath 
was kindled against us : 

4 Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the stream had 
gone over our soul : 

5 Then the proud waters had gone over our soul. 

6 Blessed be the Lord, who hath not given us as a prey to 
th^ir teeth. 

7 Our soul is escaped os a bird out of the snare of the 
fowlera ; the snare is broken, and we are escaped. 

8 Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven 
and earth. 

Brixhcxiors upon PsALitts crxii., CXXIII., exxiv.— In the sanctuary 


• rt 1. . * — V* VUO B 

influonoes peculiarly and copiously descend ( it is there the grace, of 
tho spirit are exercised with greatest liveliness and vigour ; it is 
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there the most heavenly emottou, fcemae, and fcdiag^ aw «pc- 
rienoed and cherished. Thus we see the reason &r ^t «alte^d 
ardent which believers take m flie house of the I^rcL How 

marked, how groat tho distiaotiou betwixt the sihaer and the laint ! 
The former oleavea to tho dust; the latter Hfta up hia heart to 
heaven. Tho former turns away his eye from God j the latter looks 
to God 08 his father, his guide, and bis portion. Are we the children 
of God? then wo resemble angels, ana .wait to obey our Saviour’s 
lows and do our Saviour’s Can we call Qod tmr Father, and 
Christ, our Saviour ? In this case we have B» reason to be afraid 
cither of tho number or strength of our enemies. “ The Lord of 
hosts is with us ; the Qod of Jacob is our refti^. Selah.” 

PEAYER. 

O LOED, thou art the God of love, and the Lwd our God. 

Teach us by tho Holy Spirit thus to acknowledga thee : 
Thou hast loved us with an everlasting love, and therefore witli 
loving-kindness hast thou drawn us. O that every member of 
our family were drawn to thyself with the cords of love, as with 
tlie bands of a man ! 

Bless to us the observance of religious ordinanoes this day. 
We have indeed been led by our beloved minister, and do 
thou inspire our souls with a superlative love to Jestu, the 
Divine Shepherd. In the prospect of the solemn event of our - 
dissolution, which is fast approaching, may we be enabled to 
sing in the exercise of a lively faith. Yea, though we walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, we will fear no evil, 
for thou, O Jesus, art with usj thy rod and thy staff they" 
comfort us. ^ 

. Give efficacy, O Lord, to the preaching of the Gospel by thy 
ministering ambassadors. May the incorruptible seed which 
they have sown this holy, sacred day, spring up, come to matu- 
rity in the hearts of thousands, and oe followed by an abundant 
harvest of precious fruit. Lord, have mercy on hardened, 
obstinate, and rebellious sinners. May what they have this 
day heard be followed by their conversion in Christ. 

Wc lament that we have improved so little under the means 
qf grace. O stir us up more diligently to wait upon thee in 
thine ordinances, and more faithfully and cheerfully to obey 
thy laws. 

Wo thank thee that we liave listened to the sound of the 
Gospel in the house of the Lord. There may the news of 
salvation gladden our hearts and the hearts of thousands. May 
wc and our relatives have more pleasure in the ordinanoes of 
thy house, than the men of the world have when their oorn, 
wine, and oil abound. Wc pray for the peace of Jerusalem, 
thy ('hurch. Let all that love Zion prosper. Peace be within 
her walls, and prosperity within her palaces. 

Teach us, 0 Lord, affectionately and faithfully to wait on 
thee, to perform thy will, and to observe thine tHrdinauees. 
As the eyes of servants look unto the hands of their' masters, I 
so may our eyes wait upon the Lord our Qod, until that he 
have mercy upon us, 

Wc thank thee, gracious God, for all the deliveranoes thou 
hast wrought for us. Thou hast preserved us. from many 
temptations, thou hast protected us from many dangers, and 
thou hast defended us many enemies. If thou hadst not 
been on qur side, then our enemies had swallowed us up quick, 
when their wrath was kindled against us. We Mesa thee that 
we have not been given a prey to thw teeth. 

Holy ^riti tmightm the mderetanding, and purify tht 
heart qf owr dear children, O preterve them from thei> 
yoiritual enemiee. May every mare laid for them he broJ^ 
and may they escape. 

We commit omselves, soul wtd body, to' thy osre this night. 
Forgive all our offences, and our services, for Jesus onx 
Mediator’s sake. Amw. 

Our Father whidi art. in heaven, &n. 


Iim«mST WIPK^MONDAY HCmafO. 


•M's Avroi. yowui. 

. O' 

^ Hoirmatohlm is his tK>wer ! 

Tremble, 0 earth, beneath Ids word, 
And idl the heayens adore. 

2 tiet prond unperioTis kmgs 
Bow low bmre his throne ; 

Crouch to his feet, ye haughty things, 
Or he shall treM you down. 

d Abore the ddes he reigns, 

. And with amazing Mows 

Be deals insufferable paina 
On his rebellioufl foes. 

Tet, eterlasting God, 

We love to speak thy praise ; 

Thy sceptre’s equal to thy rod, 

The sceptre of thy grace. Wat 


Ihe sceptre of thy grace. Watts, 80 , B* /f. 

EZEKIEL I. 

Wheels of Providence, 

T^OW as I beheld the living creatures, behold one wheel 
upon the earth by the living creatures, with his four faces. 

' 16 The appearance of the wheels and their work v)a8 like 
unto the colour of a beiyl : and they four had one likeness : 
and their appearance and their work was as it were a wheel in 
"the middle of a wheel. 

17 When they went, they went upon their four sides : and 
they turned not when they went. 

18 Aa for their rings, they were so high that they were 
dreadful ; and their rings were full of eyes round about them 
four. 

19 And when the living creatures went, the wheels went by 
them : and when the living creatures were lifted up from the 
earth, the wheels were lifted up. 

20 Whithersoever the spirit was to go, they went, thither was 
their spirit to go ; and the wheels were lifted up over against 
them : for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels. 

21 When those went, these went ; and wlien those stdod, 
these stood ; and when those were lifted up from the earth, 
the wheels were lifted up over against tlicm : for the spirit of 
the living creature was in the wheels. 

22 And the likeness of the firmament upon the lieads of 
tiie living creature was as the colour of the terrible crystal, 
stretcdied forth over their heads above. 

^ 28 And under the firmament were their wings straight, the 
one toward tbe other ; every one had two, which covered on 
this side, and every one had two, which covered on that side, 
their bodies. 

24 And when they went, I heard the noise of their wings, 
like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty, 
the voice of speech, as the noise of an host : when they stood, 
they let down their wings. 

29 'And there was a voice from the firmament that was over 
their liMda, wW they stood, and had let down their wings. 

26 And abote the firmament that was over their heads was 
the likeness at a throne, as the appearanoe of a sapphire stone : 
and upon tbe likeness of the throne was the likeness as the 
appearanee ci a man nbove upon it. 

27 And 1 saw as the colour of amber, as the appearance of 
fire round about within it, from tbe appe^noe at his loins 
even upward^ and foom the appearance at his loins eaen down* | 
ward, 1 saw as it were the appearance of fire, and it had | 
brightness rouAd about. 

As the aigMarance of the bow that is in the cloud in the 
day of rain, so urns the appearanee of the brightness round 
about This was the afqpearanoe of the Ukenem of tbe glory 
of the Loan. And when I saw i/, 1 fell upon my &oe, and I 
beard a ve^ce of one that spake* 


I BaixaoxKnni uroir Ssbe. this saUime portiou of Scripture 
I the dierubim, or aii|d% am leproieiited by the faoe of a man, on 
I emblem denoting wisdom $ may it be our earnest desire to bo on- 
I riched with saving wisdom from tboss boundless stores of wisdom 
I which are laid up in Christ I Surel^r wisdom is more precious than 
I jewels, and all the things we can desire are not to be compared unto 
I it. These oberubims arc rmreaented by emblems of fire, light, and 
I air ; may those remind me of the light of salvation, the sacred fire of 
I love Divine, and of the breathing of the Holy Spirit ! What reason 
I have we to rejoioe in a s^ial providonoo ! and angels consider 
i themselves honoured in having a share of activity in those events 
I which respect the welfare of the saints, and the prosperity of tho 
Church on earth. Lot mo never murmur at the dark and mysterious 
events of providence, being fiilly persuaded that a wise, a movoiful, 
and unemng hand is at the helm of all affairs. 

peayeE 

T)|^HAT reason have we, O Lord our God, after the proyi- 
^ * dential kindness of another night, to praise and glorify 
thy name, as the God of providence. In thine unerring wis- 
dom thou didst, from all eternity, form thy purposes and plans. 
Thy counsel stands, and thou dost all thy pleasure. Thou art 
of one mind, and none can turn thee. We acknowledge that 
in thy providence thou dost invariably adhere to thy purposes, 
and acoomplish all thy vast designs. The wheels of thy pro- 
vidence never move but as thy purposes direct, and the wheels 
of thy providence always move according to thine unchangeable 
decrees. We praise thee for the glorious manifestation of thy 
perfections in the arrangement and in the movement of thy 
providence. We thank thee for the history of the most 
remarkable providences recorded in thy Word. Solemnise our 
minds by the remembrance of the dreadful events of thy 
providence connected with the punishment and destruction of 
guilty men, cities, and nations, whose pride and sensuality and 
crimes rendered them peculiarly obnoxious to a holy, a just, 
and a mighty God, 

Wo adore tliee, 0 Lord, in the manifestation of thy wisdom 
in all the events of thy providence ; which wisdom was figured 
out before the mind of the astonished prophet, by those eyes 
of brightness with which the wheels were surrounded and 
adorned, O give us that faith by which we shall implicitly 
believe that thou dost constantly manage all things in the best 
manner and to the best end. We acknowledge, mighty 
Saviour, tbe sublime heights of thy providence. Many of thy 
events are high and dreadful, and infinitely exceeding the com- 
prehension of our feeble minds. Never allow us to stumble at 
dark and afflictive ends of providence. May we ever rejoice 
that thy providence unfolds a book which makes thy counsels 
shine; and that each opening leaf, and every stroke, fulfils 
some good and great design of wisdom and of grace. 

Give our dear children grace to believe that they are the 
objects of the kind and special care of providence* When we 
are removed from them by deaths 0 convince them that thou, 
the Lord, wilt take them up. 

We would recall to our remembrance, with thankfulness, 
the mercies of the past night, and of the past Sabbath. We 
bless thee for the joyful sound of salvation which saluted our 
cars ; and which, we trust, gladdened our hearts. We thank 
thee that wc saw Jesus, the only foundation laid in Zion for 
the sinner’s hope and the sinner’s safety. '"Preserve us from 
building on any other foundation than that which thou hast 
appoint and made known. 

Lord, give us an abundant supply of thy grace for the duties 
and difficulties of the webk on which we have entered. God 
forbid that we should fall into temptation, and thus bring a 
reproach on our Christian profewion. Hold us up by thy 
graokniB power* Hear nur nrayers and forgive our sw, for 
Jesus’ sske^ who is iiiRniiely worthy of all honour and praise. 
Amen. 
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miTY-PIRST YTBBK. -MONDAY BVBNING. 


•ATAN VANQUISHED. 

XiM IhffUind. Zim Tm^, Armageddon, JUdmpUon, l . m . 

1 T ET mortal tongaos attempt to sing 

The wars of heaven, when Michael stood 
Chief general of the Eternal King, 

And fought the battles of our God. 

9 A^inst the dragon and his host 
The armies of the Lord prevail ; 

In vain they rage, in vam they boast, 

Their courage sinks, their weapons fail. 

3 Down to the earth was Satan thrown, 

Down to the earth his legions fell ; 

Then was the trump of tnumph blown, 

And shook tho dreadful deeps of hell. 

VVATfS, 85, If. I. 

REVELATION XTT. 

T/ic Church represented by a Woman, 

A ND there appeared a great wonder in heaven ; a woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and 
upon her head a crown of twelve stars : 

2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and 
pained to be delivered. 

8 And there appeared another wonder in heaven ; and 
behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, 
and seven crowns upon his heads. 

4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, 
and did cast them to the earth, and the dragon stood before 
the woman which was ready,, to be delivered, for to devour her 
child as soon as it was born. 

5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all 
nations with a rod of iron ; and her child was caught up unto 
God, and to his throne. 

6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath 
a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a 
thousand two hundred mid threescore days. 

7 And there w'as war in heaven ; Michael and his angels 
fought against the dragon ; and the dragon fought and his 
angels, 

8 And prevailed not ; neither w'as their place found any 
more m heaven. 

i? great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, 

called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth tho whole world : 
he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out 
with him. 

10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven. Now is 

strength, and the kingdom of our God 
and the power of his Christ : for the accuser of our brethren is i 
cast down, which accused them before our God day and night 

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and ' 

by the word of their testimony ; and they loved not their lives I 
unto the death. ! 

12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them, i 
Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the seal for the ' 
devil 18 come down unto yon, having great wrath, because he 
knoweth that he hath but a short time. 

13 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the 
euth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man 

^ were given two wings of a great 

ewle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, 

• “»'• 

16 And the ser^nt cast out of his mouth water as a flood 
Sf t"e^'S““* cause her to bo carri^ 

16 And the earth help^ the woman, and the earth opened 

mt Sh" A" ““ 
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17 And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went 
to make war with the remnant of Jier seed, which keen the 
commandments of Ood, and have tho testimony of ^esus Christ 

Reflbctiohs Tjpojr Bsv. xii.>'-“Is the Church compared to a woman ^ 
she is the bride, the Lamb's wife; she is orrayed in the robe of his 
righteousness, which is more glorioue than the sun; sho treads the 
world under her feet, despising all the world caUs go^ or great; she 
is enriched out of the inexhaustible treasury of her royal and Dii^e 
husband, and she wears upon her head a diadem of grace which 
exceeds tho brightness of the stars. As a mother she is most illns- 
i trious ; she is the parent of countless saints, nourished in her bosom, 
and dandled upon her knees. Sin, Satan, the world, idolatry, super- 
stition, infidelity, ond licentiousness are her enemies, her deadly foes ; 
they have combined against her, they have employed the most vigorous 
and persevering efforts for accomplishing her destruction ; but all in 
vain ; at all times her loving husband, who is the mighty God, and 
the everlasting Father, has spread over her the shi^ of his pro- 
tection; amid tho most furious storms of persecution she has always 
sung this song, ** Ood is my rofiigo and my strength, a veiy present 
help ill trouble." 

PRAYER. 

TNFINITELY holy and blessed Lord God, the Father of ' 
^ mercies, wo draw near unto thee under great ' encourage- 
ment; for thou hast mercifully promised to draw nigh unto 
all those who call upon thy name. Now we present our 
bodies before thee in the attitude of prayer ; O enable us to 
present our souls before thee in the exercise of unfeigned 
devotion. We seek the gracious aid of the Holy Spirit, that 
we may approach thee in sincerity ; for thou wilt accept none 
but those who worship thee in truth. Thou art or purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity ; and, though our best services 
are defiled, yet we venture to draw near thy throne, believing 
and rejoicing tliat the merit of our Saviour's righteousness wiS 
even render our imperfect sacrifices acceptable in thy sight. 

We thank a gracious God for the mercies of the day, and 
pray that thy continued goodness may render sin more hateful 
to (lur view. We thank thee for the soundness of mind and 
vigour of body with which we have been enabled to engage io 
the various duties of our temporal calling. We would retire 
to rest this evening, wondering at the loving-kindness of out ! 
God. Lord, encompass us and all our relatives with thy 
favour as with a shield this night. 

We thank thee, Divine Redeemer, for that spiritual glory 
thou hast given to thy Church, represented by the sun, the 
moon, and a diadem of stars. We humbly pray that all of us 
may be savingly united to thyself^ and become the living 
members of thy Church. May we be illuminated by the 
bright rays of Jesus, the Sun of righteousness, and may vre 
trample the moon of this world under our feet. May om 
conversation be in heaven, whence we look for the Saviour. 

W^e praise thee, O K.ing of Zion, for the wonderful preser- 
vation of thy Church in troubled times. In days of severe 
suffering, when the flames of persecution raged with great fury, 
thou didst preserve thy Church from being consumed. Anc^ 
when floods of errors and heresies have threatened to carry thy 
Church away, thou hast maintained her purify, and enabled 
her to remain firm and unmoved upon Ihe Eoclc of ages. 

Lord, preserve our beloved children from SutaUi the accuser 
of the brethren. Fill their understandings with Divine wisdom 
and their hearts with Divine graces then shall they triumph 
over the crafty foe, 

L^, have mercy on all our graceless relatives. Make them 
trophies of a Saviour's victonr. Open their eyes to see the 
awful consequences of a life of iipmety and sin, and persuade 
them to flee to Jesus, the only ref^e. 

our prayers, and forgive our sins, for Jesus' sake, the 
Lamb of God, who taketh away the ains of tlie world. Ameiu 
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COfBNAKV JLSn TMUtUt. 

4 aSWourti. AV$Bmt. 

X mjiELordproebuaMJ^ 

^ Bdhotd, 1 change Tcnt nearta of stone ; 
Each shall renounce his idol«god, 

Md sem henceforth the alohc^ 
i Kj gmse, a flowing stream, proceeds 
To wadii your fllflhmess away: 

Ye idudl abhor your former deedsi 
And leam my statutes to obey. 

5 My trui^ the great design insuies, 

I give myself away tb you; 

You s hal l be mine^ I will be yours, 

Your Ood unalterably true. 


Cowpaa, 


Bmaonoirs tmn Baas* xi:xTi««^Aittaaing is the forbearance of 
Ood! His compassimi ibliowed guilty Israel to distant Chaldea; 
and, even white they profaned his name in tihat land of graven 
images, his pity was extended toward them. He was not forgetful 
of &em, though they were unmindfhl of him. Free grace is 
only channel mrongh which mercies flow to guilty man ; and if God 
should deal with us as we deserve, how shc^d we app^? How 
should we stand before God ? The name of God shall bo hononz^, 
exalted, and praised in all lands. In ancient Chaldea the idolatry 
of the country could not prevent the exaltation of Jehovah’s name. 
And all the combined attempts of idolaters, infldols, and atheists 
shall not succeed in ^venting the exaltation of CHirist’s name, or 
the establishment of his government over all the kingdoms of the 
world. Hallelig^ ’ 


EZEKIEL XXXVI. 

jRiok Pmiiitei, 

B ut I had pity for mine holy name, which the house of T ORD, we 
Israel had profaned among the heathen, whither they We ador 
irent. Thy name if 

22 Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the of thy holy : 
Lord God ; I do not ihis for your sakes, O house of Israel, name to he { 
but fi3r mine holy name’s sake, which ye have profaned among highly displea 
the heathen, whither ye went. hold them gu: 

28 And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned who profane 

among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of ments. 
them ; and the heathen shall know that I atn the Lord, saith Lord, enab] 
the Lord Ood, when I shall be sanctified in you before their Teach us to tl 
eyes. thou makest 

24 For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather tliee that thy 
you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own known in our 
land. pray that thy 

26 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall nations. Bar 
be clean : from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will their name a 
I cleanse you. inhabitants oi 

26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I the knowledg 
put within you : and I will take away the stony heart out of gracious, long 
your fldsh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. May this thy 

27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to to us as ointn 
walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep ray judgments, and do If there he 
them, with profanin 

28 And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your use of it in th 
fathers ; and ye shall be my people, and I will be yoiir God. of excited pai 
29 I will also save you from all your uncleannesses : and I gression, and 
will call for the com, and will increase it, and lay no famine discover in th 
upon you. Preserve oi 

80 And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the in- blessed name. 
crease of the field, that ye shall receive no more reproach of to praise thei 
famine among the heathen. glorious name 

81 Then sWl ye remember your own evil ways, and your We thank 
doing! ihut were not good, and shall loathe yourselves in your now read : an 
own right for your iniquities and for your abominations. our experience 

for your takes do I this, saith the Lord God, be it upon us, that 
knoim unto you : be ashamed and confounded for your own our filthiness, 
ways, O house of Israel. thou hast saic 

88 Tlmi with the Lord Ood ; In the day that I shall have you, and a nc 
cleansed you all your iniquities 1 will also cause you to away the sto 
dwell in rito dties, and the wastes shall be builded. heart of flesh. 

84 And the delate land shall be tilled, whereas it lay hast promisee 
desolate in the right of all that passed by. cause you to ^ 

86 And »hall say, This land that was desolate is ments, and dc 
became like the garden of Eden ; and the vmte tmd desolate Thou hast me 
and ruined cities are become fenced, and are inhabited. will be your 

86 Then the haamen that are left round about you shail uncleannessen 
know that I the Loan build the mined places, and plant that We present 
thatwa8d6scflate:I theLoRDhsvespoken«,aiiaiwUldoif. pastnight. G 
87 Thus with the Iiord God: I will yet jfer this be en- but more esp 
quired of byihe h^ of Israel^ to do ^for them; IwiU day andaUo 
increase Aem with men Kke a flo^. of thy humbl 


PRAYER. 

T ORD, we approach thy throne of grace in Jesus’ name. 

We adore thee, O Lord, as a God of infinite holiness. 
Thy name is holy, and thou i^t jealous of the honour 
of thy holy name. Thou wilt not allow the glory of thy 
name to be given to graven images. Thou ari justly and 
highly displeased when thy name is profaned. Thou wut not 
hold them guiltless who t^e thy name in vain ; and on those 
who profane thy name thou wilt inflict the heaviest judj;* 
ments. 

Lord, enable us to sanctify and to honour thy holy name. 
Teach us to think and speak reverently of every thingby which 
thou makest thyself known iU the holy records. We praise 
tliee that thy merciful name, as the God of salvation, is made 
known in our land, and among other nations. We earnestly 
pray that thy name may be known and sanctified among sJl 
nations. Banish from the face of the earth all idols, with 
their name and their worship. Soon* may the hearts of the 
inhabitants of all kingdoms be comforted and blessed with 
the knowledge of thy name, as tlie Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, long-sufiering, and abundant in goodness and truth I 
May this thy name be precious in our estimation. O let it be 
to us as ointment poured forth. 

If there be any of our dear relatives who are chargeable 
with profaning thy holy name, by an unnecessary and sinful 
use of it in their ordinary conversation, or under the influence 
of excited passions, O deliver them from this great trans- 
gression, and teach them to sanctify thy great name, and to 
discover in their whole lives a holy, filial fear of God. 

Preserve our children and domestics from profaning thy 
blessed name. God forbid that those lips which were formed 
to praise thee, should ever be employed in blaspheming thy 
glorious name. 

We thank thee, Lord, for the precious promises we have 
now read : and we humbly pray, that they may b© fulfilled in 
our experience. Tliou hast promised to sprinkle clean water 
upon us, that we may be dean ; yea, to cleanse us from all 
our filthiness, and from all our idols. O Lord God, do as 
thou hast said. Thou hajBt promised, A new heart will \ give 
you, and a new spirit will I put within you ; and 1 will take 
away the stony heart of your flesh, and I will give you an 
heart of flesh. Heavenly Father, do as thou hast said. Thou 
hast promised, I will put my spirit within you, and 1 will 
cause you to walk in my statutes/ and ye shall keep my judg- 
ments, and do them. God of sdvation, do as thou hast said. 
Thou hast most graciously said, Ye shall be* my people, and I 
will be your Gc^; and 1 also will save you from all your 
uncleannesses. 

We present the tribute of our praise for the mercies of the 
past night. Give us, we pray, all that is needful for our bodies^ 
W more especially that which is needful for our souls, this 
day> and aU onr days*. Hear the prayers and forgive the rius 
of thy humble supplicants, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

ax 706 


KirTT-HRST in5S®4-— TUSSDAY JTITBUING. 


tU VAUi or BABYLON. 

W4rrki0U>n, Samaria, MotitfarS, t. M. 

1 XKBiQTJB Babylon yet waits her doom j 
* Kor ean her tottering palaeo Ml, 

TiQ Bome blessed messenger arise 
The Bpaoiotis heatben world to call. 

9 And see the glorious time approach ! 

Behold the mighty angel fly, 

The Gospel tidings to convey 
To every land beneath the sky ! 

3 0 see, on both the Indias' coast, 

And Africans unhappy shore, 

- The unlearned savage press to hear, — 

And, hearing, wonder and adore. A«on. 

REVELATION XIV. 

Qo9pd preached to all Nations* 

A ND I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, 
and with him an hundred forty afid four thousand, 
having his Father’s name written in their foreheads. 

2 And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many 
waters, and as the voice of a great thunder : and I heard the 
voice of harpers harping with their harps : 

8 And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, 
and before the four living creatures, and the elders : and no 
man could learn that song but the Imndred emd forty and four 
thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. 

4 These are they which were not defiled ; for they are 
virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whither- 
soever he gocth. These were redeemed from among men, 
htxng the first fruits unto God and to the Lamb. 

5 And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are 
without fault before the throne of God. 

6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, 
having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell 
on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, 
and people, 

7 Saying with a loud voice. Fear God, and give glory to 
him ; for the hour of his judgment is come : and worship nira 
that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of 
waters. 

8 And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is 
fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations 
drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. 

9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud 
voice. If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive 
hU mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 

10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his 
indignation ; and he shall be tormented with fire and brim- 
stone in the presence of the lioly angels, and in the presence 
of the Lamb : 

11 And the smoko of their torment ascendeth up for over 
and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship 
the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of 
his name. 

12 Hero is the patience of the saints : here are they that 
keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. 

18 And 1 heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, 
Blessed are the dead wliich die in the Lord from henceforth : 
Y^, salth the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours ; 
Snd their works do follow them. 

KiMrLBOiiOHs UPON Rev. xrv.— H ow infinitely glorious Christ 
apj^ars as the He^ of the innumerablo company of his saints 
m heaven! while aU of them reflect the bright ms^mblanoC of his 
lovelyimage. It is ddightM to hear the nSlody of praise in the 
sanctuw on earth : bat w^t will be our joy when we listen to the 
songs of the general aaiembly and Church of the fimt-bom in heaven I 
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We are won eatiated irith the Wjrteat mnaio on etarth ; tat, la 
heaven, the matter eta 

fiimiah freah and nnduninuhed ddight. Mta ta olirhi^pinBtt to 
loam the leaaons of Divine love and sa^ on e^, oaen^ 
we ahaU never be admitted into the J^veriy temi^, to aiiia- the 
song of Moses and the Lamb. On tarto the holmem of the •mtt is 
mingled with much impurity, the gold of greee ia nu^od iritt 
much dross of corruption; in heavmi how blessed^ the state of the 
saints I all is holiness and no impurity^ all gold and no dross, all 
grace and no corruptions* 

PRAYER. 

I NFINITELY glorious Lord God, we who are a company 
of unworthy, guilty, and helpless sinners, assemble before 
thy throne of graqe, in Jesus^ name, to seek the blessings of 
the covenant of thy faithfulness and mercy. Look down upon 
us from thy lofty habitation, and say to us, I will be merci&l 
to your unrighteousness ; your sins and your iniquitiea I will 
remember no more. Bdiold, O God, our shield, and locdi 
upon us in the face of thine Anointed* 

We present the tribute of our praise for Abe health and 
• comfort we have enjoyed this day, but more especially for the 
exercise of our reason, and the hopes of immortality thresh 
a Saviour’s death. We seek the protection of thy gracious 
providence this night. Whether we sleep or wake, die or live, 
may we be for ever thine. 

Holy Spirit, mercifiJly accompany the reading of the Scrips 
tures with thy blessing. Give us that wisdom, by which we 
shall take thy testimonies as an heritage for ever, and prefer 
them unspeakably before the richest treasures of gold and 
silver. Let thy word ever be the rejoicing of our heart* 

We acknowledge thee, O Jesus, as the Lamb of God, 
standing on mount Sion, and as mediator, exercising kin|(ly 
authority for the defence of thy people, and for the confosloii 
and destruction of thy foes. O may we be among the number 
of those who have thy Father’s name written in their fore- 
heads. Let our hearts be filled with thy spirit, and let our 
lives be adorned by thy grace. 

We thank our God for the animating accounts we have new 
, read of the joys of heaven. Give us a well-grounded hope of 
these joys. Suffer not the sorrows or afflictions of the present 
life to overwhelm us, but may we then think of the songs of 
the redeemed above, in which we shall be permitted to unite, 
if we live by the faith of the Son of God on earth* Give us 
that holiness of heart and life, which will be the satisi^ng 
evidence that we are interested in the righteousness X^st, 
and therefore the heirs of that felicity which is beyond the 
skies. 

0 preserve our dear children from all the pollutions of the 
fleshy which assuredly shut the gates of heaven, and exclude 
from the celestial mansions, 0 may they our servants 
perfect holiness in the fear cf the Lord* 

We pray, Lord, that we may he sanctified whoUj, in soul, 
body, and spirit. Teach us to follow the Lamb wWevdr ho 
leads; then we shall have the evidence thi^ we are the 
redeemed from among men, and that we are w first fruits 
unto God and the Lamb* 

We praise God for the blessed promise, that the everlasting 
Gospel shall be preached unto all them that dwell on the earth, 
and to every nation and kindred and tongue eud people, O 
thou who madest heaven and earth, the sea and the fountains 
of waters, take to thyself thy gi!ei^ power, and levd with the 
ground every pi^ud Babylon rams itfdff up iuopposition 
to Christ and his kingdom^ Hasten the day wWi it shall be 
md of aU systems of heresr and iqpiritual domination, Babyhm 
is frlkm, is fallen, and sli^ no more arise, 

Graciously forgive our sins, and accept our evening sacrifice 
for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 





UI0H. 

• €liiiiiit<^ iii«^ ^Mkmk 

1 fVSt h6§ «|MSQe«dil^r^n^ awn, 

^ I^g oi ^ ffian and wmEing moon, 
With Tanod Ught, in swift career, 
Alienate guide the oiroling year. 

S The fkn Ihmi heaven hk grace 
Delightftil as the eopiouB shower, 

Whose drops refresh the new-shorn plain* 
And swell with life the foodfhl grain. 

8 His oare the just aloft shall raise, 

Kor fiiir prosperity his days 
Desist to orown, m round the pole 
The measured months shall cease to roll. 


Merrick. 


DANIEL 11. 

N^nckadmgeu^i VUion and Chmt'i Kingdom. 

P kiiig* aawest, and behold a great image. Thia 
4- great image, whose brightness wag excellent, stood before 
thee j and the form thereof was terrible. 

85 This ixna^k head was of fine gold, his breast and his 
arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, 

88 Hii legs of irotii, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 

M Thou aawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, 
which emote the image upon his feet, that were of iron and 
elay, and brake them to pieces. 

M Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and 
the nld, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff 
of tne summer threshing-floors ; and the wind carried them 
away, that no place was found for them : and the stone that 
•mote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole 
earth. 

86 This is the dream ; and we will tell the interpretation 
thereof before the king. 

87 Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of 
heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and 

giory- 

88 And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts 
of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into 
thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou 
art this head of gold. 

89 And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to 
thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear 
rule over all the earth. 

40 And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron : foras- 
much as iron breaketh in pieces and suhdueth all things : and 
as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and 
bruise. 

41 And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of 
pottei^s day, and |)art of iron, the kingdom shall be divided ; 
Wt there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch 
as sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. 

42 And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of 
clay, SO the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly broken. 

43 And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they 
shall mingle themselves with the seed of men : but they shall 
not el^ve one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. 

44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven 
set up a lidngdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the 
kingfmm dkidl not be left to other people, but it shall break in 
pieces ahd eonsiune aU these kingdoms, and it shall stand for 
ever. 

45 Forasmueii AS Ibou sawest that the stone was out out of 
the mountain wii^oiit bends, and that it brake in pieces the 
iron, the Inrass, tiie Abj, the silver, and the add; the great 
Odd hath made known to the king what shall come to peas 
hereafter: and the dream is certam# end the interpretation 
thereof sure. 

46 Tlieu the king Nebuchsdnessar fell upon his face, and 


worahipped Daniel, and commanded that they should offsr an 
oblation and sweet odours unto him. 

EsKUBonoHS xmv Daw. it^Thc hearts of kings, and even of 
tyrants, are in the hand of the Lord, and he oan turn them like the 
nvers of water : and how easily can he (^dke them with terror, and 
overwhelm them with anguish, in the midst of their luxury, pomp, 
and splendour! The unreasonable ca]^rice of human, self-willed 
despots, has proved in all ages the calamity of their subjects, and has 
exposed the host of men to the most alarming dangers. What in- 
estimable blessings are the gift and spirit of believing prayer I and 
what blessings to thrones, nations, and empires are praying saints, 
who have access to the presence and fellowimip of him who holds in 
his hands the destinies of the universe ! 0 how privileged are they 
who fear the Lord, fbr his secret is with those who fear him ; and 
how insignificant and contemptible pagan priests and heathen 
sorcerers appear, when compared with Uioso noly mon who were 
filled with iuo spirit of the living God. How ddightful to think, 
that groat manifestations of Divine favour are always aocomponied 
with great degrees of humility and self-abasement ! Feeble are the 
mightiest of empires, when contrasted with the kingdom of Jesus. 
** Jesus, suffer me to kiss thy soeptre, and live for over.*’ 


PBAYER. 

T^E fall down before thee this morning as the great eternal 
ruler of the vast universe, before whom all the nations 
of the earth are but as the small dust of the balance — before 
whom its kings are less th%n nothing, and vanity. We desire 
to present our morning sacrifice, depending on Jesus for 
acceptance, under a deep impression of the solemn, yet ani- 
mating truths we have now read. O Lord, we acknowledge 
tliat we are thine, and that thou hast a right and property in 
us, to do what thou pleasest, and to require of us what seomest 
good in thy sight. I'hou hast given us reason and under- 
standing, that we might know thee; thou liast given us 
hearts, that we might love thee ; and thou hast given ns all 
that we have, that we might serve thee. Alas, that we have 
come so short of thy glory I So much has sin corrupted our 
nature, our principles, our desires, and our affections, that, 
instead of doing thy will, we have opposed it ; instead of 
seeking thy glory, we have attempted to dishonour thy name, 
and to trample thine authority under our feet. O Lord, wo 
submit to thee all the power of our souls and our bodies, that 
wo may ever be thy holy temple, consecrated to thee and thy 
glory. Let holiness to the Lord be written on all our 
faculties, our powers, and affections. Let our reason, our love, 
our life, our substance, our all, be devoted to thee and em- 
ployed for thee, that we may be thine only, thine wholly, and 
thine for ever. 

We present our thanks for the continued instances of tliy 
providential care afforded us during the past night, and that 
we are allowed to draw near the mercy-seat, the throne of 
grace, to seek, through Jesus, the testimonies of thy love. 
Mercifully bestow upon us grace to serve thee diligently, 
cheerfully, and faithfullv this day. Like the Psalmist, may 
we make haste to keep thy commandments. 

We thank thee, most mighty God, for the sublime and 
animating predictions we have now read, respecting the 
gradual nse, the blessed increase, the extensive power, and the 
peipetual duration of the kingdom of Christ, 
make our children diligent students qf the Holy Sd'^tures^ 
and may they see with Joy that the ftj^bmni the predict 

Hons of Scripture is a blessed bnlwark qf the truth of thy 
wordi which the power qf infidels shall never be able to shake. 

O Jesus, we acknowledge ourselves as thy subjects, and we 
rejoice that thy kingdom, the Church, shall never be de- 
stroyed : tiiat all other kingdoms shall he includ^ in this 
ki^om, and that it shall stwd for ever. 

We suppUcate aU answer to our prayers, and the forgiveness 
of our sins, fer Jesus’ sake^ our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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mirr-FiEST tobk,~wbdi®sbay 


1 


2 


3 


BOOKS ovmm, 

(MMiffhnd. IhUwkh, l. k. 

lUnBIHINES the last great day is come ! 

I hear the trumpet soundi 
That shakes the earth, rends every tomb, 

And wakes the prisoners under ground. 

The mighty deep gives up her trust, 

Awed by the Judge’s hign command ; 

Both small and great now quit their dust, 

And round the &ead tribu]^ stand. 

Behold, the awful books displayed, 

Big with the important fates of men : 

Each deed and word now public made, 

As wrote by Heaven’s unerring pen. 

Fletchsh's Colucctiok, 189. 


hU ftutliori<T«a power! aOie of Wo and of 
the grwo, m ouopkcled to hio 

serr^. Fallen are compo^ to Mhnitfc ha o^li^ and 

irreaUtible control. AU of them intolontarjly Ael Om mflu^ of 
these poworftil words, “Hitherto shalt then ewe, and no 
The p^le of God may occupy the loweat aitnatmae on earth: hko 
their^rd, in the days of his hnmiUation, tlww maj de^i^ md 
rejected of men. But 0 what glory awaits them in heaven !j-thev 
shall sit beside Jesus on his throne; they shall be cwwned with 
glory, honour, and immortaHty. We riiould oft en mej htote on the 
solemn realities of the judgment-day. Are we arrayed m 
of a Bedeemer’s righteousness? Then we have reason ;oy£hlly to 
anticipate that day, when we shall occupy a place of 
iliflHnntion on the rierht hand of the exalted Judge. 


PEAYEE. 


EEVELATION XX. 

Lott Day* 

A ND I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the 
key of the bottomless pit, and a great chain in his hand. 

2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which 
is the Devil, a.nd Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 

3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, 
and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no 
more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled : and after that 
he must be loosed a little season. 

4 And 1 saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judg- 
ment was given unto them : and 1 saw the souls of them that 
were behe^ed for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of 
God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his 
image, neither had received hia mark upon their foreheads, or 
in their hands : and they lived and reigned with Christ a thou- 
sand years. 

5 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thou- 
sand yesars were finished. This is the first resurrection. 

6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resur- 
rection: on such the second death hath no power, but they 
shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him 
a thousand years. 

7 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be 
loosed out of his prison, 

8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are m the 
four quarters of the earth, Oog and Magog, to gather them 
together to battle : the number of whom is as the sand of the 

sea. 

9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and com- 
passed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city : and 
nre came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 

10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake 
of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet 
ere, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

11 And 1 saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, 
from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away ; and there 
was found no place for them. 

12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God ; 
and the books were opened : and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life : and the dead were judged out of 
those things which were written in the books, according to 
their works. 

18 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and 
death and hell delivered the dead which were in them : and 
they were judged every man according to their works. 

14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This 
is the second death. 

16^. And trh^ioever was not found written in the book of life 
was cast into |he lake of fire. 


EKVtKcnoKs upoK^ltaT. zz.— Jesus, our mighty tmd, is the mes* 
6or.gc>r of the oevenant^ and tho Lord of angell 0 how ostosidii&g 


“IT^HAT are we, 0 Lord, that we are commanded to address 

W thee as our Father ! We are, by nature, rebeb, and 
wanderers, and apostates, who are worthy of the greateat 
severity of thy displeasure ; and still, in the infinite abuhdan^ 
of thy mercy and condescension, thou art saying to ns in 
accents of love, Wilt thou not from this time say unto me, 
thou art my Father, the guide of my youth? Behold what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the children of God ! , 

We present our united thanksgivings for the continued 
mercies of another day. Our daily wants, O Lord, have been 
ever supplied by thy daily mercies. Let the merit of a 
Saviour’s righteousness cover the guilt we have contracted by 
the offences of the past day, and of our past lives. Gloiy to 
God, that there is an infinite sufficiency of merit in the right- 
eousness of Christ, to cover the guilt of all our sins; and an 
infinite sufficiency of influence in the spirit of Christ, to wash 
away the stains of our innumerable transgressions. 

We supplicate from our merciful Father the continuance of 
thy protection and care this night. May we enjoy sleep Bnd 
repose, under the shadow of thy providential wings. 

Deeply solemnize our minds by the awfully impressive 
truths we have now read. Ma}r they place before our minds, 
in its true light, the mat criminality of our carelessness, 
thoughtlessness, and unbelief ; and may tbe;|r be instrumental 
in stirring us up to seek after the things which belong to our 
everlasting peace, before they be for ever hid from our eyes. 

Lord, lay restraints on Satan, on our lusts, and on all our 
spiritual enemies. 

Preserve our dear children from the vAles of the devil: give 
them a spirit of prayer : then they shall be able to withstand 
Satan, even when he falls upon them with his most furious 
temptations. 

Hasten the day when Satan, the God of this world, shall lie 
bound fast a thousand years, and when he sBall be permitti^ 
to deceive the nations no more. We adore thy sovereignly in 
all the persecutions thy saints have endured in past days. Wo 
bim thee for the immense good which has come out of this 
evil; and we rejoice in the glory and felicity to which martyrs 
are exalted in the celestial world. 

Hasten the destruction of the Mahometan delusion, spoken 
of under the designation of t^efalie prophet. We proise^thee, 
that the light of the Gospel is destined to dispd thart, and 
every other description of delusion. ’ 

Lord, affect our minds with the certainty and tiie solemnity^ 
of the judgment-day, when the books shall be opened, when 
the grave and the sea shall give mp their dead, and when the 
Saviour of men shall appear on his great white throne, in the 
capacity of Judge of the whole earth. .Then may we find our 
names written in the LamVs book of life ; then we shall 
apTOar acquitted on that great and solemn day. 

L6rd, hear our prayers and forgive our sins, for Jesus^ aakek 
Amen. 




IHXMIM t»BVB4Vm AKP eOB TUVStU. 


A vonii (tf earth, I myj 
A half«avakeaed child of man ; 

An heir of endless bliss or pain ; 
Aunner bomto die! 

2 Lo ! on a narrow neck of land, 
’Twint two unbounded seas I stand, 
Yet how insensible ! 

A point of time, a moment’s space, 
Bemoves me to that hearonly place, 
Or shuts me up in hell. 


WssLBr, 59, 


DANIEL III. 

T 1 . . ^ tile 

rllHBN Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to 
•** bring Shadraoh, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Then they 
brought these men before the king. 

14 Nebuch^nezzar spake and said unto them, la it true, 
O. Shadraob, Meshach, and Abed-nego, do not ye serve my 
gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up ? 

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said 
to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer 
thee in this matter^. 

17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us 
from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of 
thine hand, O king. 

15 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will 
not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image whiclj thou 
hast set up. 

19 Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form 
of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego: therefore he spake, and commanded that they 
should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was 
wont to be heated. 

20 And he commanded the most mighty men that were 
in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, ana Abed-nego, and 
to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 

* 21 Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, 
and their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into 
the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 

22 Therefore because the king’s commandment was urgent, 
and the furnace exceeding hot, the fiame of the fire slew those 
men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. 

28 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego^ fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery 
furnace^ 

SMb Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose 
up in hsste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors. Did not 
we oast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They 
answered and said unto the king, Truey 0 king. 

25 He answered and said, Lo, 1 see four men loose, walk- 
ing in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt ; and tlie 
form of the fourth is like the Son of God. 

26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to .the mouth of the 
burnii^ fiei^ furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Ahed-nego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, 
and come AUAer. Then Shadrach, Meshach, aud Abed-nego, 
oame forth of the midst of the fire. 

27 And ^ mriuc^j governors, and captains, and the king’s 
ccmuellors, being gathered together, saw these men, upon 
whose bodies the fire bad no power, nor was an hair of their 
head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of 
fire bad passed on them. 

28 Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the 
God of Shadrach, Mesbaolv and Abed-n^, who hath sent 
bis aui^ and delivere’l his servants that trusted in him. and 


have ohsoged the king’s word, and yidded their bodies, that 
G^ wosahip any god, except their own 

Bbvlboticns upon Bak. xxl — It is truly a^ humiliating speotoclo, 
and a sod evidence of the ruinous siiMts of sin, to see a man having 
millions of people under his control unaUe either to command his 
temper or rostriw his passion. Let it be our earnest prayer that we 
may be enabled to rule over our own spirit, and th^ when we have 
just reason for anger, we may be **aagry and sin not.” Let us 
rejoice with thankfulnew that we know there is a and that wo 
know from the blessed revelation which Qod has given us, that he 
I is the Oklt, the living, and the true Qod; and ospeciolly, that wo 
are taught to worship him as Qod, and as our Qod in Christ. The 
three young men nobly resisted the temptation of the Chaldean king 
to abandon the worship of Israel’s Qod : may no temptation 
Satan, tho world, or the flesh, over draw us aside from the worship 
, of tho Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one Qod ! 

PRAYEB. 

I NFINITELY glorious aud merciful Lord God, teach us, 
by thy Spirit, to bow before thy throne with humility and 
thankfulness, and in Jesus’ name. We praise thy never-fail- 
ing goodness, which has preserved us during the past night, 
and brought us in safety to behold the light of another day. 
Defend us, by thy gracious power, from all the evils of this 
day, whether they respect the soul or the body, or our tem- 
poral or our spiritual concerus. Give Us Divine help in 
religious observances, and also that health of body and vigour 
of mind which are necessary for the ordinary business of life. 
O that, in all our engagements, the glory of God may be con- 
stantly in view ; and that every day pur minds may be duly 
and deeply impressed with it as the great, the only end of our 
existence. Deliver us, 0 Lord, from the natural bent of our 
own minds, aud may wc not bo left to be carried away by the 
imaginations of our own hearts. Let each one of us be oon- 
vinced, that however much we ought to dread the influence of 
Satan and the world, we have reason to view the corruptions 
of our own hearts as our greatest , and our most dangerous 
enemies. We seek the communications of Divine grace, 
without which the corruptions of our nature shall never be 
removed from the government of tho heart. Too long sin hat 
reigned within; heaven grant, that where sin has so long 
prevailed, grace may now reign through rigbteousuessi unto 
eternal life, by Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Wc adore thee, O Lord, as the only deserved object of 
religious worship aud adoration ; and we bless thee for tho 
remarkable communications of thy grace given to thy three 
servants, by which they were strengthened nobly and sttocest- 
fully to withstand the cruel and profane edict of the king to 
yield religious homage to false gods. We thank thee for that 
fiiith and purity and zeal which thev were enabled to exemplify, 
and which thou hast graciously held up to excite the admira- 
tion of every succeeding generation. ; 

0 Lord, give our dear chtldrm grace and boldness to 
resist temptation. In early days^ may they he strong in the 
Lord, ana do exploits ; then they shall be able to say, with 
thy servant, at the close of life, We have fought the good 
fight, we have finished our course, we have kept the faith. 

We bless thee, O Lord, for preserving thy three children in 
the fiery furnace, and for honouring them witli thy presence 
and fellowship. May affliction prove to us, and all our rela- 
tives, a purifying furnace; and majrwe come forth like the 
gold that has been tried seven times. 

Make travellers thankful, when they remember 
deliverances. Truly, thou hast been with them iu six troubles ; 
aud in seven no evil has befallen them. 

Hear out im|)er£sot petitions, and forgive all our sins, for 
our Ueased Savlour’a sue. Ameu. 

W 
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tBl 9BAVJBKLV CtTT. 
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1 T 0, what a ttloridui fight appears 
" jo our beueving eyes ! 

The earth and sea are pamd away, 

' And tlie old rolling skies. 

2 From the third heaven where God resides, 

That holy, happy place, 

The new Jerusalem comes down, 

Adorned with shining grace. 

3 Attending anf;elB shout for joy. 

And tho bnght armies sing. 

Mortals, behold the sacred seat 
Of your descending King 

Watts, 21 , i?. /. 

REVELATION XXL 

Thi New JenmletiL 

A nd I saw a new heaven and a new earth : for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed away ; and there 
was no more sea. 

2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down from Ood out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. 

8 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, 
tlie tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be 
with them, and be their God. 

% And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain : for the former things 
are passed away. 

6 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all 
things new. And he said unto me, Write : for these words 
are true and faithful. 

6 And he said unto me. It is done. I am Alpha and 
Ome^, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him 
that IS athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 

7 Ho that overcometh shall inherit all things ; and I will 
be his God, and he shall be my son. 

8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
4ind murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idola- 
ters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone : which is the second death. 

9 And there came unto me one of tho seven angels which 
liad the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked 
with me, saying. Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the 
Lamb’s wife. 

10 And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and 
Itigh mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jeru- 
salem, des^nding out of heaven from God, 

11 Having the glory of God; and her light was like unto 
a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal ; 

18 And the building of the wall of it was of jasper : and the 
city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. 

21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls ; every several 
gate was of one pearl : and the street of the city was pure 
gold, as it were transparent glass. 

22 And I saw no jiemple therein : for the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.^ 

28 And the cit^ had no need of the sun, neither of the 
moo% ^ shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and 
the l^mb is the lip;ht thereof. 

24 And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in 
the light of it : end the kings of the earth do bdng their 
gloiy and honour into it 

26 And the gatea of it shall not be shut at all by day ; for 
there shall be no night there* 

»10 


26 And they shall bring the glory and hononr of -the 
nations into it. 

Ksfiiohoks tfok Bar. 

l)etwixt the Church militant on o*rth, end the Church tnumphant 
in heaven ! Here, the Church resemblw u ah^ #t «e«^ip^ to 
many furious storms and tempests; in heaven^ the Church tri- 
umphant enjoys undisturbed and eternal tranquiUity and peace; 
there enmitv, discord, anarchy, confusion, and war, are for ever 
unknown, ii Qod^s presence is the perfect ion of fulness of 

joy, and rivers of pleasure for evermore. What mfinifo r^^n 
the Church to rejoice in Christ as her Husband! As his Bnde he 
comforts her, arrays her in spiritual garments of unspeakable 
beauty, defends her, admits her to the constant enjoyment of his 
fellowship, enriches her and makes her a sharer of his honour and 
glory for ever and over in the heavenly mansions. 

mAxm. 

O THOU Creator of the ends of the earth, we praise thnp 
as the God of providence, and we acknowledge aud adore 
tliec as the God of grace* Thou art infinitely hol^, and flfou 
wilt in no wise allow anything that defileth, neither what- 
soever worketh abomination or maketh a lie, to enter into thy 
lioly heaven. Lord, justify us by the righteousness of thy 
well-beloved Son ; then shall wo obtain a title to heaven* 
Lord, sanctify us by the purifying influences of thy Holy 
Spirit; then shall we obtain a meetness and preparation tor 
that holy city. Give us grace constantly to remember, that 
heaven is a prepared place, for a prepared people. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in all the gtory of thy uncreated 
majesty and grace, which fills heaven with light, bleasednM, 
and joy. Truly, there is no need of the sun, neither of the 
moon, to shine in those heavenly regions : for thy j^lory, O 
Lord, doth lighten it, and the Lhmb is the light therSif. 

We present the tribute of our thanksgiving for the mejroiea 
of the day. We bless thee for every description of thy kind- 
ness experienced, both as to the perishing concerns of time, 
and the infinitely important concerns of an eternal world. 
Enable us, under the influence of holy and filial repentance, 
to' seek the pardon of our daily sins, and the full and eternal 
forgiveness of all our transgressions, God, be merciful to us 
sinners. If thou shouldst mark iniquity, O Lord, who shall 
stand ? But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou m&yoat 
be feared. It is thy prerogative alone to punish sin; it is thy 
prerogative alone to forgive sin. Infinite is our guilt, and 
innumerable our sins; but we rejoice, that in the gracious 
arrangements of thy wisdom, and in the manifold provision of 
thy love, if any man sin, there is an advocate with the Father, 
even Jesus Christ the righteous, ahd ho is tho propitiation for 
I our sins. O let the blood of Jesus Christ cleanse us from all 
sin, and purge our consciences from dead works, to serve thee, 
the living God. We pray that we may dwell in safe^ tibia 
night, and that we may be quiet from the fear of evil; and 
when our days and nignts have come to a close, that we may be 
admitted to that heaven, where there is no night of eviction, 
and where there is no sea of trouble and temptation to the 
faith or disturb the peace of the blessed inhabitants. 

Bless to our dear children the ^^cripHonc we hove now 
read of the heavenly state. May they love heaven as a holy 
place; and may we see early evidences that they are travelling 
to that gloriwts dty. 

Fulfil in our experience as a family that promise. He will 
dwell with them, and they s}iali b© his peoptej and God hinuielf 
shall be with themi and be their God.* Lord, comfort all thy 
afflicted people with the hopes of that period when thou wilt 
wipe aw^ all tears from their eyes. Grant, 0 Jiord, that all 
of ns at apath may exchange the wilderness for the hdy para- 
dise goove, where v^e shall bo the Lord. Hear u% 
for Jcaas* sa^e. Amen. ^ -w 


Fll¥f wiai^ 


man’i irtCKilitiCM. 

Ortmga. MK > d» H f% 
T^H£K man gxom bold in sin, 
]£▼ hoart wiilda me erior, 
“He hath no ftiih of Ood witbin, 
li^ot fear befoM bis eyes.'* 

He vtdks a whale ooncealod 
In a aelf-fiattering dro^, 

'I'll! bis dark otimes at once revealed 
Bxpoae his bateM name. 

Bnt tbero’a a dreodM Ood, 
Thob^h men renounce his fear ; 
His Jusnce hid behind the cloud 
Shall ehe great day appear. 


85 And all the itthabitanta ef the earth m'e reputed as 
notiling : and he doetii aeptllrdiiif to his will in the army of 
heaven, and emoM^ the ihhahjtadta of the. earth : and none 
can stay hia hand, or say onto hlin, What doest thou ? 

llaruciioNs oron Dak. it.— 'Dahiel vraa greatly astonished and 
overwhelmed vthen, by Divine inspiratian, Ood tevealed to him the 
prophetio dream of the Cdialdeaa king, and tiie remarkable events to 
which the mysterious dream referred. On aooonnt of the frailty of 
feeble humanity, prophets were ofhm overcome, and even ready to 


Watw, Pi» 86. 


DANIEL IV. 

JMktkddnmaPt Lon and Hecoverp of lUaaon. 

^HBN Dnuielp 'whose name wan Belteshazzary was astonied 
for one hoinr, and his thoughts troubled him. The king 
s|)ake, and saidy Belteshazzafy let not the dream^ or the inter* 
pretation thereofy trouble thee. Belteshazzar answered and 
said. My lord, the dream be to them that hate thee, and the 
interpretation thereof to thine enemies. 

20 The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, 
whose height reached unto the heaven, and the sight thereof 
to all the earth ; 

21 Whose leaves were fair, and the fruit thereof mucli, and 
ih it wAe meat for all ; under which the beasts of the held 
dtrelt, and unon whose branches the fowls of the heaven had 

habitation : 

22 It i$ thou, O king, that art grown and become strong ; 
tot thy greatness is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy 
dominion to the end of the earth. 

24 This %$ the interpretation, O king, and this te the decree 
of the most High, which is come upon my lord the king : 

25 That they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling 
idiali be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make thee 
to eat grass as oten, and they shall wet thee with the dew of 
heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till thou know 
that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth 
it to whomsoever he will. 

27 Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto 
thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniqui- 
ties by showing mercy to the poor, if it may be a lengthening 
of thy tnmquulity^ 

29 All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. 

29 At title end of twelve months he walked in the palace of 
the kiudom of Babylon. 

80 king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that 
1 have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my 
power, mid for the honour of my majesty ? 

81 While the Word was in the king^s mouth, there fell a 
vmoe fitom heaven, ^apinff, O king Nebuchadneszar, to thee it 
is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee. 

' 82 And they shall drive thee from men, and thV dwelling 
ekall with tne btosts of the field : they shall make thee to 
eat grass as and seven times shall pass over thee, until 
thod kxfo^ir that the most High rulerii in the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomsoever he will. 

88 *!nie some hour vVas the thing fhlfilled upon Nebuchad- 
neasar^; and he Was driven from men, and, did eat gr^ 
oxen, and his bo^ was wet with the dew of heaven, till his 
hairs were grown mre eagles’ and his nails like birds’ 

84 And at the end of the days I Nebuch^neasar lifted up 
mine eyes unto heavmi, and mine understanding retorfied unto 
me, and I bkesed the most Et^h> mid 1 praised and honoured 
him that Uveth tor ever, whose domiiiion Ir an everiasting 
dondnioni and his kingdom i$ fimm genoratiOlL to generation t 


0 how unspeakably vigorous must be the souls of the redoen 
heaven, which ore not only enabled to bear, but dtiightfblly to i 
the unveiled splendours of the Father. Son. and Holv Ghost ! 


tiie unveiled splendours of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ! Pride 
is an abomination to the Lord. Bride was the harbinger of tho fall 
of Nebuchadnezzar, who was then the most powerful prince on the 
face of the earth. May God clothe us witii nuttulity, which is the 
soul’s glory and defence. 

PRAYER. 

\)y"E appear, O Lord, as a worshipping fomilv, before Ihy 
gracious throne, in the name of our exalted Intercessor, 
to bless and praise thee for the mercies of the past night. As 
thou hast brought us in safety to another day, it is our privi- 
lege and duty to liegiu the day in ascribing to thee> glory, 
honour, and praise : to bless the most High, and to praise and 
honour him that livetb for ever and ever, whose dominion is 
an everlasting dominion, and whose kingdom is from genera- 
tion to generation. 

We lift up our eyes to thy gracious tlirone for the continu- 
ance of thy fatherly guidance, mercy, provision, and care, this 
day. Suffer not our sinful passions or tempers to rise when 
we mingle with those around us, and when we engage in the 
ordinary business of life. Preserve us from the love of the 
world and from the snares of the world. Qive us that wisdom 
by which we shall mingle with our temporal diligence holy 
fervour of spirit in seeking after the infinitely more im- 
portant affairs which regard the soul and an eternal world. 

Holy Spirit, teach us, in the language and fervour of true 
devotion and sacred reverence, to acknowledge and adore the 
Lord our God, in all tho glory and greatness of his uncreated 
majesty and unchangeable blessedness. 

How insignificant are earthly kingdoms, when oompateu 
with thy vast empire, which includes unnumbered worlds I 
How short the duration of earthly kingdoms, compared with 
thine I for thy kingdom shall remain in all its glorv, when the 
boavens shall be rolled together as a scroll, and when the 
earth and all its glory shall be burnt up. How easily the will 
of earthly kings may be opposed, and how soon their purposes 
may be thwarted I but before thee the opposition of myriads 
can avail nothing ; — ^yea, all the inhabitants of the earth are 
reputed as nothing : and thou doest according to thy will in 
the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth ; 
and none can stay thy hand, or say unto thee. What doest 
thou? 

We acknowledge thee, O Jesus, as our King ; and we ptay 
that thy laws may be written on our hearts, and our souls 
filled with thy love. 

O subdue the hearts of out children by thy graoe; and may 
they tesi^, in their early days, that they are net Ushatned of 
Jesus, who was not ashamed to die on a cress Jbr our ruined 
world. 

We long, O Jesus, for the universal eitension of th^ king- 
dom .of giwM ; and we prav thou wouldst hasten thy kingdom 
of glory, when ell the kingdothl of the earth shall rqcnoe 
under mv medktoriid dominion^ 

Mercifulk forgive our sins^ and aTiavar ouf fios 

Jeans the Mediawt iske. Amen. 


lOTPY-HRST WliB8>-FlUDA.Y SVBKINGK 


HBAVBN. 

JfocerM MlinMm (lit S6 ban.) Ckimton. ,, an. 

1 ^IXK) long, alaal I vainly sought 

Jfof happiness below ; 

Bat earthly joys, though deorly bought, 

No solid good bestow. 

2 At length, through sovereign grace, I found 

The go^ and mmised land. 

Where milk and honey flow around, 

And grapes in clasters stand. 

8 As I have tasted of tho grapes, 

I sometimes long to go 
Where my dear Lord his vineyard keeps, 

And all the clusters grow. Anow. 

XXII. 

Tke Heavenly Paradiie, 

A ND ho shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear os 
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of tlie 
Lamb. 

2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the 
river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of 
fruits, and yielded her fruit every month : and the leaves of 
the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

3 And there shall be no more curse : but the throne of 
God and of the Lamb shall be in it ; and his servants shall 
serve him : 

4 And they shall see his face ; and his name shall be in 
their foreheads. 

5 And there shall be no night there ; and they need no 
candle, neither light of the sun ; for the Lord God giveth 
them light : and they shall reign for ever and ever. 

6 And he said unto me. These sayings are faithful and true : 
and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew 
unto his servants the things which must shortly be done. 

7 Behold, I come quickly : blessed is ho that keepeth the 
sayings of tlie prophecy of this book. 

B And 1 John saw these things, and heard them. And 
when I had heard and seen, 1 fell down to worship before the 
feet of the angel which shewed me these things. 

9 Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not : for I am thy 
fellow-servant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them 
which keep the sayings of this book : worship God. 

10 And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the pro- 
phecy of this book : for the time is at band. 

11 He( that is unjust, let him be unjust still : and he which 
is filthy, let him be filthy still : and he that is righteous, let 
him be righteous still : and he that is holy, let him be holy 
stiQ. 

12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with 
me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 

13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the 
first and the last. 

14 Blessed are they that do Ins commandments, that they 
may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through 
the gates into^the city. 

15 For without are dogs, atid sorcerers, and murderers, 
and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. 

16 1 Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these 
things in the churches. I am the root and tke ompring of 
David, and the bright and morning star. 

17 And the Spirit and the bride say. Come. And let him 
that heareth say. Come. And let him that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 

IB For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of 
the piophe^ of Anis book, If any .man shall add unto these 
thinip, GodTshall add unto him the plagues that are written 
in this bopk : 

19 And if any man shall take away bom the words of the 


book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the 
book of life, and out of the holy dty, wd fiim the things 
which are written in this book. 

20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come 
quickly; Amen. Even so, come, Lwd Jmns. 

21 The grace of our liord Jesus Christ^ be with you all. 

Amen. 


llBiLEOTroifS trpoB Ekv. xxii. — ^How por^ how copious, how 
uninterrupted, how constant the felicity and blessedness of heaven 1 
constituting a magnificent river of lue, ifcwing from the living 
fountain of the boundless goodness of tho living Is Jesus the 
Tree of Lifo ? The^infiuences of his Spirit ^ &os6 ^ves by which 
diseased souls are healed ; and the blessingB of his^ salvidion ore 
those delicious clusters of Divine fruit, which oonstitate food 
and nourishment of saints on earth and saints in heaven. Wherever 
we cast our eyes over the face of the earth, we see those ourses which 
aro the fruits of sin’s corrupted tree. But when we look to heaven 
with tho oyo of faith, we see a paradise where there aro no thorns 
or briars, and no venomous serpents lurking among the fragrant 
bowers. Truly there is nothing to hurt in God’s holy, heavenly 
mountain, where the glory of God and the Lamb shines for ever imd 

PRAYER. 

'OATHEU of mercies, and source of all blessedness, we 
approach thee through our great High Priest, whose 
name is dear to thyself ; and we humbly pray that thou 
wouldst graciously accept our thanksgivings for the bless- 
ings of the past day. We thank thee for that light of grace 
which cannot even be obscured by the darkness of night ; 
and we praise thee for that glprious and uncreated Sun which 
shall never go down, and which shines in all the miyesty of ij:s 
splendour in the heavenly world. Mercifully watch over us 
this night, and may we lie down to rest in the indulgence of 
the blessed hope of a glorious immortality, and looking for 
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, unto eternal glory. 

We present before our God the tribute of our praise, for 
the consoling view which the Word we have now read has 
presented before us, of the glory, majesty, loveliness, and 
bleiisedness of the heavenly world. Teach us, Holy Spirit, to 
compare earth with heaven, and then may we say with an 
apostle, Having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is 
far better. We thank thee, O Lord, for the river of consola- 
tion and grace we are permitted to taste and enjoy on earth. O 
may we be admitted at death to the heavenly world, that we 
may for ever drink of the pure river of water of life, clear as 
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and the Lamb. 
May we and all our beloved relatives, our minister, and the 
people with whom we are associate'd in holy fellowship, meet 
together on the banks of the river of life beyond the skies. 
May the disappointments and trials, the losses, sufferings, ami 
bereavements of the present life, raise our thoughts and hopes 
to that heavenly land, where Jesus as the tree of life appears, 
furnishing fruits of everlasting blessedness and joys to all the 
inhabitants. In this world, O Jesus, may we sit down under 
thy shadow with great delight, and may thy fruit be sweet to 
our taste. And in heaven may we sit down under thy shadow 
with unspeakable joy: and through endless day may thy 
banner over us be love. 

Divine Saviour, we earnestly pray that our dear chiUt en 
and servants may be found, in time, in a state of grace, und, 
in etefmity, in a state of glory. 

Have mercy on our grac^ess relatives and friends. We 
bear them upon our prayers. O convince them that without 
a change they never can be admitted into a holy heaven. 
Give them fiuth to aoqept of the invitations of meicy, to 
receive grace, and a thie to the joys of heaven. 

O Lord^ answer our tofmlioatioiis, and forgive our sioi^ for 
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7A4YKR TO GOO IN GRBAt OZyviOULTllES. 

JiMfiM. Tkjom. Aytikoi* s. m. 

1 T LIFT my tool to God, 

^ ^ My tmt is in lim name ; 

Let not niy toe$f that oeek my bloodi 
Still triumph in my ihAme. 

2 Sin, and the powers of hell, 

Fersuade me to despair ; 

Lord, make me know thy oorenant well* 

That I may ’scape the snare. 

3 FVom the first dawning light, 

^ Till the dark evening rise. 

For thv salvation, Loi^ I wait. 

With ever-longing eyes. Wato, Pt. 21S, p. L 

DANIEL VI. 

JDatUel in the Lum* Jkn, 

OW when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he 
went into his house ; and his windows being open in his 
chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three 
times a day, and prayed,, and gave thanks before his God, as 
he did aforetime. 

11 Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying 
and making supplication before his God. 

12 Then they came near, and spake before the king con- 
ceirning the king’s decree ; Hast thou not signed a decree, that 
every man that shall ask a petition of any God or man within 
thirty days, save of thee, 0 king, shall bo cast into the den of 
lions? The king answered and said, The thing i$ true, 
according to the law of the Medcs and Persians which altereth 
not. 

18 Then answered they and said before the king. That 
Daniel, which tr of the children of the captivity of Judah, 
regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast 
signed, but maketh his petition three times a day. 

14 Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore 
displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver 
him t and he laboured till the going down of the sun to deliver 
him* 

15 Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto 
the king. Know, O king, that the law of the Modes and 
Persians is, that no decree or statute which the king esta- 
blisheth may be changed. 

16 Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, 
and cast him into tte den of lions. Now the king spake and 
said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he 
will deliver thee. 

17 And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of 
the den ; and the king sealed it with his own signet, and with 
the signet of his lords ; that the purpose might not be changed 
concerning Daniel. 

18 Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night 
fasting ; neither were instruments of musick brought before 
him : and his sleep went from him. 

19 Then the king arose vety wly in the morning, and 
went in haste unto the den of lions. 

'20 And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable 
voice unto Daniel : and the king spake and said to Daniel, O 
Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou 
servest oontinualty, able to deliver thee from the lion^ ? 

21 Then raid Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. 

22 My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ 
mouths, that thty have not hurt me : forasmuch as before him 
innooenqr was found in me ; and also before thee, 0 king, have 
I done no hi'xt. 

^ 28 Then was the king exoeedii^ glad for him, and com- 
manded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So 
Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner ci hart 
was found upon him, because he believ^ in his God. 


24 And the king oomxnanded, and they brought those men 
which had accused Danid, and thepr cast them into the den of 
lions, them]f their children, and them wives; and the lions had 
the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or 
ever they came at the bottom of the den. 

Kbflbotions vroN Dak. vi. — ^Daniel’s habitation was infinitely 
more honoured than the gorgeous palace of king Darius : it was a 
house of prayer, and therefore ** the house of God, and the gate of 
heaven.” May our dwellings resemble the dwelling of the holy 
Daniel. like him may we possess the spirit of grace and suppli*^ 
cation. Like him may no threatenings or dangers prevent us iVom 
publicly and openly aoknowled^g, adoring, and worshipping 
I Lord our God. The death of Darnel was determined on because of 
I ^ piety; and the death of Jesus was determined upon because of his 
; immaomate purity. Daniel, because of his innooenoy, was safely de- 
livered from the lions’ don ; Jesus, because of his perfect and atoning 
righteousness, came triumphantly from the grave, the den of death, 
the devouring lion of our fallen race. . Daniel’s enemies perished ; 
and Christ’s impenitent enemies must meet a dreadful doom. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD, we adore thee as the living God. Thy perfections, 
prerogatives, and government, are steadfast for ever. Thy 
kingdom shall never he destroyed, and thy dominion shall 
I continue unchanged unto the end of ages. Thou who deli- 
veredst thy servant Daniel from the den of devouring lions, 
art he who deliverest and rescuest thy people ; and thou 
I workest signs in the heavens and the earth. 

I We offer up our thanks before thy gracious throne, thdt 
thou hast preserved our lives, our reason, and our hofuth 
during another night, and that another opportunity is given us 
of calling cm thy name, and of tasting the sweets of religion in 
fellowship with thyself. Mercifully vouchsafe to us thy blessing 
and help in all the lawful engagements and religious ol^rvanoes 
of the day. Wc humbly supplicate the supply of all our wants 
from the inexhaustible stores of thy providential bounty. 
While we arc earnest to have the supply of our daily wants, 
make us equally earnest to bo delivered from daily sins, and 
preserved from daily temptations. 

Lord, bestow upon us that love for prayer which Daniel felt 
so powerful in his bosom, that he was resolved to continue his 
supplications to his God, even at the hazard of his life. Holy 
Spirit, teach us the sacred lesson of prayer, and fill our hearts 
with such love to the exercise of prayer, that, instead of being 
constrained to pray, we shall not be able to live without 
prayer. 

We would mourn over the aversion which earthly kings 
have shown to thy people, thine ordinances, and thy name. 
Speedily, 0 Lord, let all their laws which are in force against 
thy Son and thy Gospel be repealed. We praise thee, that laws 
which anciently existed i^ainst thy Gospel and thy people are 
now destroyed, and that just laws have risen up in their place, 
which are a barrier of defence around thy Church. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in thy miraculous interposition in 
behalf of Daniel thy servant, in so wonderfully preserving him 
in the den of lions. 

0 preserne our beloved children from temptationi, more 
dangerous than devouring lions. lAke Daniel^ may ihe,y 
possess the spirit (f prayer-rthen wilt thou deliver them. 

We thank thee, O most gracious God, for all the de^ivoi- 
ances thou hast wrought out for us, and for all our relatives 
and friends. O accomplish for us deliverance from all our 
spiritu^ enemies, and deliverance from all our lusts and 
corrupted passions. Deliver us, 0 Lord, from the curse of a 
violated law, from the sting of death, and from the miseries of 
hell. Preserve ns for thy heavenly kingdom, and may we all 
assemble on the blessed plauu of the celestial paradise, for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
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141 irtS^ mil AND SAFSTY. 

Ckmxk, W u lt mm t ir, Falcon JSimt* t. u. 

1 VIBM find unmored are they 
^ That refit their soulfi on Gfod; 

Firm aa the mount wb je David dwelt. 

Or where the ark al>*«de. 

. % Aa mountainfi stood to gooid 
The city’s sacred ground, 

8o God and his almighty love, 

Embrace his saiilts around. 

d 'yinbiat though the Father’s rod 
Drop a chastising st^ko, 

Yet, lest it wound their souls too deep, 

Its iury shall be broke. 

Wins, Pi, 125. 

PSALM CXXV. 

Ood the Ood e^nd Deliverer of hit People, 

♦ f ^HB If that trust in the Lord shall be as mount Zion, which 
cannot be removed, but abideth for ever. 

2 As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the 
Lord is round about his people from henceforth even for ever. 

8 For the rod of the wicked shall not rest upon the lot of 
the righteous : lest the righteous put forth their hands unto 
iniquity. 

4 Do good, O Lord, unto those that be good, and to them 
that are upright in their hearts. 

5 As for such as turn aside unto their crooked ways, the 
Lord shall lead them forth with the workers of iniquity : but 
peace shall be upon Israel. 

PSALM eXXVI. 

lira^t from Pabylon, 

XITHEN the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, we 
^ ^ were like them that dream. 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and pur tongue 
With singing: then said they among the heathen. The Lord 
hath done great things for them. 

1^ Lord hath done great things for us ; whereof we arc 

4 Turn again our captivity, O Lord, aa the streams in the 
south. 

6 They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 

I. ^ goeth forth and weened, bearing precious seed, 

ih^ doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
wttn Atm* 

PSALM CXXVII. 

Lord build the house, they labour in vain 
that build it : except the Lord keep the citj, the watch* 
man waketh out in vain. 

j ^^5*“ to “t «P late, to oat 

the bread of reirows : for so he giveth Us belovra sleep. 

8 Lo, ohild«m are an heritage of the Lord : and the fruit 
of the womb %s his reward. 

0^ ® “an; 80 are 

chilciren of the youth. 

5 Happ, it fte man that hath his quiver full of them ; they 
sh^ not be ashamed, but thej shall speak with the enemire 
in toe gate. 


of sin, Satan, the world, and the law as a broken oovenaiit ei works. 
On account of this deliverapoe, ^^the ranaomed ef the LoM return, 
and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads.’’ 
If wo are taught of God, we see and aoknowlea^e that all our com- 
forts flow God, and that, temporally and spizitually, we w do 
nothing without his aid, and can succeed in no undertaking without 
his blessing. What an inheritance to pious parents are children 
adorned by grace! Let parents therefore earnestly pray that their 
children may receiye grace, as an ’’ornament to meir head, and 
chains around their ne^.” 


0 


In 'iwv’Sr* <«xni.--The life of feith 
in God «8on w a life of safety, blesse^ess, and peace. Is Jesus 

^ ^ perfeo^ons, which arc 
monntalM of Immtatsblo strength, and of ote^ duretion. They 

who enemies Of-God ; and thw 
who riBut ew 8 ^ts bring upon themselves God’s venaean^ 
Dehvi^oe fr«m the osptiTity .(rf l^t and Babylon was greinut 
msignidmnt when oompsrod with deliveranoe from the wptivity 


PRAYER. 

LORD our God, thou art the almigjtty Gk>d, the Creator 
of the heavens and the earth. Thou art the Ziord of g^ory, 
infinitely worthy of the love of all thine intelligent subjects, 
and infinitely worthy to be praised in the assembly of thy 
saints, and to be had in reverence of all them that are rotthd 
about thee. Though thou art everywhere j^waent, yet heaven 
is the place of thy more peculiar abode, where Aou art 
attended by angels and archangels, who veil their bees with 
their wings, while they proclaim the honours of thy pruM. 

We humbly supplicate the forgiveness of the sins of the 
concluding week. Give us faith to look to Christ’s stoning 
sacrifice as the only foundation of oiir hope of pardon wad 
acceptance. When we are afflicted with the number and 
aggravation of our sins, may we look to the meritorious right- 
eousness of our Redeemer, which alone can pacify the trolled 
conscience, as that righteousness alone has satisfied the 
demands of thine ofiended justice. O sprinkle us with the 
peace-speaking blood of Jesus. We thank a gracious Pro- 
vidence for the mercies of the week. Mw our trials be sanc- 
tified, and may our comforts be blessed. We commit ourselves 
to thy care and protection this night. Refresh and invigorate 
ns with sleep, and mercifully spare and prepare us for the 
solemn and sacred services of thy blessed and hallowed Jay. 
Prepare us, and the congregation of which we form a ptot, and 
oqr minister, and all thy people, for the interesting and ani- 
mating services of thy house. And may the Holy l^irit, 
whose influences on past Sabbaths have rendered tne Word 
cflTectual in the salvation of myriads, render thy Word on the 
approaching Sabbath efiectual in the salvation of many who 
are now the slaves of Satan and the captives of sin. 

Mercifully apply to our hearts what we have now read. Give 
ns faith to trust in God at all times; then we shall be like 
mount Zioin, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever. 
May we never be left to trust inour own righteouaness, as a 
ground of hope, which is only r foundation of sand, and can- 
not endure the storms of Divine wrath. Lord, enable us to 
exercise faith in all thy perfections, as glorified in -Christ; and 
may we look upon them as our blessed and almighty defence. 
As the mountains surrounded and defended Jerusalem, may 
we confidently believe that all the perfections of our God are 
round about us as a wall of fire, to defend us from all om 
enemies. 

If, in thy providence, our dear iiUUren thall eurvive tw, 
thetr parente and guardians, may they And Jesue their ever. . 
uuUng Father, and the Divine attributes their almiahtu 
defence. ^ ^ 

Have mercy on all thy feithfhl people. Do good unto them, 
p Lord, that be good, and to them that are ui»ight in then 
hearts ; and^ 0 convince the workers of iniquity t^t, 
they turn aside from their enxficed ways, they must for ever 
enaure thy wrath, 

MeroiMy hear our feeble prayers, for Jesuif aSkfe And 

may me grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be witii fill all, 
AmeD, « 
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MlDOIVlf90 «»AOB. 

« flWcliw. AfufiePfSpim. 

. 1 |7B0M deep disfaw tttd troubled thoughts 
* To thee, my Gkid, I raise my cries ; 

If thou sevei^y mark our Ikults^ 

"So flesh can stand Wore tiiine eyes. 

2 But thou hast built thy tilLtone of grace, 

Free to dispense thy pardcms there, 

That sinnerB may approach thy face, 

And hope and love as well as fear. 

3 As the bmiighted pilpims wait, 

And long and wish mr breaking day. 

So waits my soul before thy gate, 

_ When will my God his face msplay ? 

WATTS, Pi. ISO, p. //. 

PSALM CXXVIII. 

Ood^i Ooodneii. 

XILBSSUD is every one that feareth the Loud ; that 
walketh in his ways. 

3 For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands : happy 
ikalt thou de, and it shall be well with thee. 

8 Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine 
house ; thv children like olive plants round about thy table. 

4 Beholdj that thus shall the man be blessed that feareth 
the Loud. 

5 The Loed shall bless thee out of Zion : and thou shalt 
see the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy life. 

6 Yea^ thou shalt see thy children's children, and peace 
upon Israel. 

PSALM CXXIX. 

s ^ OhriiVi ^ugeringi. 

Tkl^ANY a time have they afflicted me from my youth, may 
-i**- Israel now say; 

2 Many a time have they afflicted me from my youth ; yet 
they have not prevailed against me. 

8 The plowers plowed upon my back : they made long their 
furrows. 

4 The Loan is righteous ; he hath cut asunder the cords of 
the wicked. 

6 Let them all be confounded and turned back that hate 
Zion. 

6 Let them be as the grass upon the house-tops, which 
withereth afore it groweth up. 

7 Wherewith the mower filleth not his hand ; nor he that 
bindeth sheaves his bosom. 

8 Neither do they which go by say, The blessing of the 
Loan be upon you : we bless you in the name of the Lord. 

PSALM eXXX. 

Waiting on Qod. 

O UT of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord. 

2 Lord, hear my voice : let thine ears be attentive to the 
voice of my supplications. 

8 If thou. Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, 0 Loud, who 
shall stand? 

4 But Merc is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayeat be 
feared. 

5 I wait for the Lord, my spul doth wait, and in his word 
do 1 hope. 

6 My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch 
for the morning : I say, more than they that watch for the 
meuning. 

7 Let Israel hope in the Lord : for with the Lord there is 
mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption. 

8 And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities. 


BRfXioxioRi uroR Paiiacs exxym., oxnx., Gziat.«*«-Bothing can 
prevent the blessedness of those who live in God’s fear, and who | 
walk in God’s ways. Even if their riiare of temporal things be 


moderafo, it is aooompaaied with God’s Uesring; and thus, the KtCt^ 
that a ri|^iteouB man nath, is better than the nwes of many wicked 
True piety makes a flunily a little ohurohi and even an epitome of 
heaven, whftre all is harmony, love, and peace. If this world ia the 
scene of the sufferings and sorrows of the saints, heaven will be the 
scene of their perfection, purity, and bliss. Affecting truth-— our 
Saviour was scourged, condemned, and oruoifled ! But how were his 
enemies oonfbund^ when he rose triumphant from the grave ! And 
how confounded shall thev be at the judgment-d^, when they 
appear condemned before his righteous tribunal! fi^eversknow 
experimentally the depths of temptation, poverty, sickness, perseou" 
tion, and desertion. But, in the lowest depths, they have ei^oyod the 
most delightful fellowship with God ; and from those depths have 
ascended prayers, which have instantly vgot with their heavenly 
Father’s acceptance, and which have been the harbingers of the most 
glorious deliverances and the most distingoishod triumphs. 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD God of hosts, thou art Israel’s God, and there is 
” none like thee, who keenest covenant and ahoweat mercy 
unto thy servants, who walk before thee with all their hearta. 
Holy Spirit, enable us on the morning of this joyfol day to 
present ourselves and our sacrifices before God acceptaUy, in 
the name of Christ. Lord, hear our voice, and be attentive to 
our cry. Great is our sinfulness and guilt. If thou, Lord, 
whose holiness is spotless, and whose justice cannot relax in 
its righteous demands, shouldst mark iniquities, O Lord, who 
shall stand ? But what reason have we to rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory, that there is mercy with thee, 
that thou mayest be feared I Let all of us look to the righteous- 
ness of Jesus as our only» and as our infinitely sufficient bul- 
wark of defence, and then may we wait on the Lord, who will 
most readily extend his mercy, and deliver us from guilt and 
woe. What time we may be overwhelmed, when we think of 
our sins which appear before us like the great mountains, mav 
we hope in the Lord : for with thee there is mercy, and with 
our God there is plenteous redemption. O teach us to ho|)e in 
thee the Lord, and thou wilt redeem us from all our iniquities. 

We thank that kind and gracious Providence which has 
spared us through another night, and which has permitted 
us, on the morning of another Sabbath-day, to enconmaas our 
domestic altar. Ever may we remember, that our God can 
accept no sacrifices except the services of the heart. O enable 
us, in all the solemnities of this holy Sabbath, to worship thee 
in spirit and in truth. May many, under the preaching of the 
Word, be instructed to fear the Lord and walk in his ways ; 
then they shall be blessed. 

May we perceive an evident improvement in our beloved 
children by the Divine ordinances qf thy Sabbath, 0 let the 
efficacy ojf thy Word appear in ihetr obedience, their gentle^ 
ness, ihetr purity^ and their love. 

We pray for the prosperitjir of Zion. In our day may we see 
a blessed extension of the kmgdom of Christ, and multitudes 
of Jews and Gentiles flocking to the standard of Immimuel. 
O may we as a family be blessed out of Zion ; and may we see 
the good of Jerusalem all the days of our life. 

Give thy ministers grace to place before the minds of the 
people, with solemnity and effect, the sufferings of Christ; 
that the hearts of the people may mourn over those sins which 
brought the Saviour to the dust of death ; and that their 
hearts may be filled with love to that Saviour whose love to 
men led him to Getbsemane’s garden, imd conducted him to 
Calvary’s cross. O Jesus, the plowers plowed upon thy back ; 
th^ made long their fiumwa: let the remembrance of thy 
sufferings teach us to fcorsake sin, which brought thee into 
floods of tribulatfon; and teach us to rely upon thee, as our 
sure, our onW hope. 

Hear uc^, O LcM, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Our Fmer which art in heaven, foe. 
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Bt7Bttl8BION AND BtTlClLITY. 

c* *• 

% 1 TB there ambitioa in my heart r 

^ Seatoh, gracious God, and see ; 

Or do I act a haughty part ? 

Lord, I appeal to thee. 

£ I charge my thoughts, be humble still, 

And all my oarriago mild, 

Content, my Father, with thy will, 

And quiet as a child. 

3 The patient soul, the lowly mind, 

Siudl have a large reward ; 

Let saints in sorrow lie resigned, 

And trua^ a faithful Lord. 

Watts, Pi. 131. 

PSALM CXXXI. 

JlumiUty, 

r OED, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty; 
JLi neither do I exercise myself in great matters, or in 
things too high for me. 

2 Surely I have behaved and quieted myself, as a child that 
is weaned of his mother : my soul is even as a weaned cliild. 

8 Let Israel hope in the Lord from henceforth and for ever. 
PSALM CXXXII. 

The Arh of the Covmant. 

L OED, remember David, and all his alfflictions : 

2 How he sware unto the Lord, and vowed unto the 
mighty God of Jacob j 

8 Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, 
nor go up into my bed ; 

4 I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to mine 
eyelids, 

5 Until 1 find out a place for the Lord, an habitation for 
the mighty God of Jacoo. 

6 Lo, we heard of it in Ephratah : we found it in the fields 
of the wood. 

7 We will go into his tabernacles ; we will worship at his 
footstool. 

8 Arise, O Lord, into thy rest ; thou, and the ark of thy 
strength. 

9 Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness ; and let 
thy saints shout for joy. 

.10 For thy servant David^s sake turn not away the face of 
thine anoint^. 

11 The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David ; ho will not 
turn from it; Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy 
throne. 

13 If thy children will keep my covenant and my testimony 
that I shall teach them, their children shall also sit upon thy 
throne for evermore 

IS For the Lord hath chosen Zion ; he hath desired it for 
his habitation. ^ 

14 This is my rest for ever: heije will I dwell; for I have 
desired it. 

15 I will abundantly bless her provision : 1 will satisfy her 
poor with bread. 

16 I will also clothe her priests with salvation : and her 
saints shall shout aloud for joy. 

17 There will I make the horn of David to bud : I have 
ordained a lamp for mine anointed. 

18 His enemies will I clothe with shame : but upon himself 
shall his crown fiourish. 


BjDFLacmoys ttpok Psalms cxxxx., oxxxix. — PeaoeM is that mind 
which is fireo> from earthly, carnal, unhallowed ambition; and which 
is tmder delight, holy induenoe of gentleness, meelmess, mercy, 
and humility. May wo resemble little children, for of such is tlio 
kingdom of heaven. May our hearts bo weaned frdm earthly thin^, 
and may our oonversatum be in hoavoA. whence we look for tiu 
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Saviour. God cannot foiget Ua people m that ; he 

formt to strengthen them to bear tiieir afaxebons ; ho c^ot^f^t 
KotifyttKiliotions ; and ho vriU notfoi^t, ^y. to dohvor 
them from aU their affliotionB. In the ostunation of toe samfr, how 
amiable are toe tabemadeB, toe earthly co^, ^ public ordmanoes 
of toe Lord of hoBta ! Ood’B Banotuary is fespetotoy hu reaidmoo <m 
earth, where he admita hw people to hia fellowship, where ho ^ 
plays his smiles, where he hears and answers toe prayers of ^ 
people, and where he confers upon thorn the riioioest zavours oi ms 




0 


PRAYER. 

THOU King and Head of Zion, we come before tlieo, 
agreeably to thy gracious will, at the close of another 
Sabbath, to implore 'thy blessing on the sacred duties in which 
we and tens of thousands have been engaged throughout the 
Christian world. We rqoice in thy willingness to hear the 
prayers of all thy people, in the name of Christ ; and we adore 
thee in thine ability to answer the prayers of all thy humble 
and devout worshippers. Thine ear is not heavy that thou 
canst not hear, nor thine hand weary that 'thou canst not 
deliver. Let great prosperity attend the preaching of thy 
Word, in all the churches. May an abundant and lastii^ 
harvest of blessings follow the incorruptible seed which has 
been sown by thy faithful servants. Bless what we have heard 
from the lips of thy messenger. Prevent the carra of the 
world, or the corruptions of our own heart, from rising up to 
choke the Word. Great are our privileges, but we have reason 
to mourn that our improvement bears no proportion to the 
number or worth of those Gospel privileges with which wo 
are so eminently enriched. O Lord God, preserve us from 
spiritual barrenness under the means of graoe. May our 
congregation, and our families, and our souls, be gardens of 
spiritual beauty and fruitfulness. Let thy promise be fulfilled 
in us — I will be as the dew unto Israel ; he shall grow as the 
lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. His branches shall 
spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive-tree, and his smell 
as Lebanon. 

Forgive, O Lord, the sins of our holy things, and the 
nunierous imperfections which cleave to our most solemn 
engagements. 

May the eflScacy of the means of grace be exemplified by 
our gentleness, humility, and repentance. Preserve us from the 
pride of our own heart. Suffer not our hearts to be haughty, 
nor our eyes to be lofty. In the discharge of religious duties, 
in the business of life, and amid all the atfiictions and trials of 
the present state, may our soul resemble the weaned child. O 
wean our hearts from the riches, the honours, the jdeasures, 
the power, and the pursuits of the present life. May our 
hearts be filled with the love of Christ, and ma^ our conver- 
sation be in heaven, whence we look for the Saviour. 

Ma?/ our dear children now be made the scholars qf a 
gracious Saviour^ and may their hearts he preserved jrom 
the captivating and destructive charms of a present world. 
Let their youthful bosoms glow with a powerjul affection to 
the Saviour of souls. Grants 0 Lordy that our servanis may 
ever love thy house^ and delight in thine ordinances.^ 

Have mercy on thine aged servants. As their days increase, 
may their grace increase. As their natural power decays, may 
they renew their spiritual strength, and hope in the Lord from 
henceforth and for ever. 

We bless thee, O Lord, for thine unchanging love to thy 
Church. Never let thy people despond, when tnou hast pro- 
mised, This is my rest for ever ; here will I dwell, for 1 hare 
desired it. O let all thy priests be clothed with righteousness, 
and let thy saints shout for joy. 

May the Watchman of li^l tratch over us this night, and 
may our prayers be answered, for our Saviour’s sake. Amem 

Our Fathtf which art in heaveUj fee. 


MFTY-BJSCOWD WHSKL-tMONDAT 3j[OBNINO. 


TOl niNlTSKT. 

W^btk!^ IKf^burif c. wl 

1 pEOSTBATE, dear Jsaua! at thy feet 

A guilty reklUeB; 

And upwards to thT meroy-soat 
Fresumes to lift his eyes. 

2 If tears of sorrow would suffice 

To pay the debt 1 owe, 

Tears should from both my weeping eyes 
In ceasdess tomnts flow. 

3 But no such sacriflee 1 plead 

To expiate my guilt ; 

No tears, but those which thou host shed ! — 

No blood, but thou hast spilt ! 

^ SncNsia 

DANIEL IX. 

DanieVs Oonfeuion of dm, 

A ND I set my face unto the Lord Ood^ to seek by prayer 
and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes: 

4 And I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my 
confession, and said, 0 Lord, the great and dreadful God, 
keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and 
to tWm that keep his commandments; 

6 We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have 
done wickedly,, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy 
precepts and from thy judgments : 

6 Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the pro- 
phets, which spake in thy name to our kings, our princes, and 
Our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 

7 O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us 
confusion of faces, as at this day ; to the men of Judah, and 
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are 
near, and that are far off, through all the countries whither 
thou hast driven them, because of their trespass that they have 
trespassed against thee. 

8 O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, 
to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned 
against thee. 

9 To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, 
though we have rebelled against him. 

10 Neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, 
to walk in his laws, which he set before us by his servants the 
prophets. 

11 Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by depart- 
ing, that they might not obey thy voice ; therefore the curse 
is poured upon us, and the oath that i$ written in the law of 
Moses the servant of God, because we have sinned against 
him. 

12 And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake 
against us, and against our judges that judged us, by bringing 
upon us a great evil; for under the whole heaven hath not 
been done as hath been done upon Jerusalem. 

18 As it is Written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come 
upon us : yet made we not our prayer before the Lord our 
God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and understand 
thy truth 

14 Therefore hath the Lord watched upon the evil, and 
brouj^t it upon us : for the Lord our God is righteous in all 
his works which he doeth, for we obeyed not his voice. 

16 And now, O Lord our God, that hast brought thy 
people forth out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand^ and 
hast gotten thee renown, as at this day ; we have sinned, we 
have done wickedly. 

16 0 Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I beseech 
thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned away from thy 
ohy Jerusalem, thy holy mountain : because for our sins, and 
for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem, and thy people are 
iecowe a reproach to all that are about ns. 


EiorLBonoxs vrow Dasr. n:.*^Daniei, os a saint of great piety /md 
ex^ence, has left ns a blessed exam^e; and happy are they who 
walk in his ftotsteps. Uay we, by Divine influ^oe, imitate him in 
the j^ssession and exercise of a spirit of grace and supplication ; and 
like him may we present our prayers with frith, hummty, penitence, 
and earnestness. It is esaenti^y neoassary in prayer to make 
fbll and unreserved oonfession of sin, to keep nothing book, remem- 
bering that though God is a God of infinite he is still the 

omniscient Jehovah, a God of spotless purity ond of glorious mqjesiy. 
If our minds are properly affected with a sense of sin, we cannot look 
upon God*s holy and perfect law without seeing, as in a mirror, 
our spiritual deformity, and also tho multitude and aggravation of 
our sms. What on invaluable privilege is tho preaching of the over- 
lasting Gospel! and yet this privilege is not only undervalued by 


myriads, but actually despised, and its invitations and offers of 
mercy treated as an idle tale. If we are genuine saints, we shall 
mourn over our own sins, and over national sins, and supplicate 
; God for reformation and pardon. 

PRAYER. 

l^OST gracious Lord God, this morning we desire to draw 
near unto thee, our Father and Saviour, with tho 
voice of thankfulness and praise. We express our obligations 
for the mercies of the past night, and for the mercies of tho 
past Sabbath. We long for the arrival of that period when 
thy Sabbath shall be enjoyed and sanctified by all the nations 
of the earth. As we are entering on another day and another 
week, O enable us to put on the whole armour of God, that 
wo may be prepared to encounter with success our spiritual 
enemies, and triumphantly resist all the temptations, and 
surmount all the obstacles which may be presented before us, 
and which may oppose us in the course of this week. Let not 
the business of the day render us forgetful of God ; and may 
diligence in our temporal duties be mingled with holy fervour, 
that earthly pursuits may not prove as a thick cloud, to con- 
ceal from our view the sublime objects of the heavenly state. 
May thoughts of Christ and his salvation often rise in our 
remembrance, and comfort our hearts. Holy Spirit, may a 
day never pass over our heads without numerous instances of 
ejaculatory petitions rising from our hearts before the throne 
of heaven. With thy Church of old, may we have reason to 
exclaim. Or ertr we were aware, our souls made us like the 
chariots of Amminadib, — animated with the ardour of sacred 
devotion. 

We adore thee, O Lord, as the great and dreadful God, 
who keepeth covenant and mercy with those that love him and 
keep his commandments. We confess, O Lord, that as a family, 
as a congregation, and as a nation, we have sinned and 
committed iniquity. We have not read thy Word with care, 
and we have not hearkened with solemnity and faith to thy 
servants, whom thou bast appointed as heralds of eterntd 
truth. While righteousness Mongeth unto thee, alas I to us 
belongeth confusion of face, and to our rulers and our fathers, 
because we have sinned against thee. 

In all the afflictions which have been brought upon our- 
selves, and in all the judgments and calamities which have 
befallen our nation, we a^nowledge and adore thy holiness 
and justice. O Lord our God, may the afflictions we enduro 
bo instrumental in producing that holy repentance which k 
the inseparable attendant of unfeigned piety. 

Preserve our dear children and domestics from the corrupt 
example of others^ and from the corruptions <f their own 
hearts. Adorn them, 0 Lord, with early piety, and with 
early repentance. 

Let s blessed reformation speedily take jplace among us a<i 
a family professing to worship thee ; and let the moral and 
sanctifying influence of the Gospel be soon and universally 
seen aud experienced by all the inhabitants of the laud. Hear, 
O Lord, am forgive, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
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HTTY-SBOOND WBBK.— MONDAY BVBNIKO. 


nAisiNo god; 

C^m^$ JUtm» Xersweit. Qeorgfi. 0 . tL 

1 V1B 3iAt obey the immortal Xing, 

* Attend his holy pli^, 

Bow to the glorioa of his power, 

And bless his wondrous grace. 

3 Lift up your hands by morning light, 

And send your souls on high ; 
liaise your admiring thoughts by night 
Above the starry sky. 

3 Tho Ood of Zion choors^ our hearts 
With rays of quickening grace ; 
llie God that spreads the heavens abroad, 

And rules the swelling seas. 

Watts, Pm, !34. 

PSALM CXXXIII. 

Unity. 

B ehold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity ! 

2 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran 
down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard : that went down to 
the skirts of his garments ; 

8 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended 
upon the mountains of Zion : for there the Lord commanded 
the blessing, even life for evermore. 

PSALM CXXXIV. 

PraUing Ood. 

T3EH0LD, bless ye the Loud, all ye servants of the Lord, 
which by night stand in the house of the Lord. 

2 Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless tho Lord. 
8 The Lord that made heaven and earth bless thee out of 
Zion. 

PSALM CXXXV. 

Praising Ood. 

T)RAISE ye the Lord. Praise ye the name of the Lord ; 
-■* praise him, O ye servants of the Lord. 

2 Ye that stand in the house of the Lord, in the courts of 
the house of our God, 

8 Praise the Lord ; for the Lord is good : sing praises 
unto his name ; for it is {(leasant. 

4 For the Lord hath chosen Jacob unto himself, anef Israel 
for his peculiar treasure. 

6 For I know that the Lord is great, and that our Lord is 
above all gods. 

6 Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did he in heaven, and 
in earth, in the seas, and all deep places. 

18 Thy name, O Lord, endureth for ever; and thy memo- 
rial, 0 Lord, throughout all generations. 

^ 14 For the Lord will judge his people, and he will repent 
himself concerning his servants. 

15 The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, the work 
of men’s hands. 

16 They have mouths, but they speak not ; eyes have they, 
but they see not; 

17 They have ears, but they hear not ; neither is there any 
breath in their mouths. 

18 They that make them are like unto them : so is every 
one that trusteth in them. 

19 Bless the Lord, O house of Israel : bless tho Lord, 0 
house of Aaron : 

20 Bless the Lord, O house of Levi; ye that fear the 
Lord, bless the Lord. 

21 Blessed be the Lord out of Zion, which dwelleth at 
Jerusalem. Praise ye tho Lord. 

IlimRonoim tn>OK Psalms cxxxni., oxxxiv., oxaexv.— Unity In 
faith, in sentiment, m love, m co-operation, and in fellowship, is 
the glory, the strength, and the prosperity of the Church of Christ. 
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And when this unity shall be universal, and reach its mendian 
splendour, it will then be a period of millennial blessedness. If we 
am tho regenerated followers of Christ, it will be our delight and 
practice, and we shall consider it our honour and privilege, to pro- 
the glory of the Divine perfections, and to spread abroad the 
fame of Jesus’ name— that name which is above eve^y name. We 
cannot calculate the blessedness of our state as a limd of Bibles, 
of Banctuaries, of ordinances, and of Sabbaths. The Gqspel has 
delivered us from gross idolatry. While pagw worship those ^ods 
which their own hands have made, we wonhip the duly, the living, 
and tho true God-— the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, one 
Jehovah, whose power made us, and whose mighty hanafbijned the 
universe. Hallelujah 1 


PRAYER. 

T^E desire, O Lord, relying on the atonement of Jesus, 

YV and in the exercise of Christian unity and love, to draw 
near the throne of grace, to present our evening saciifioe. 
Thou art a God of boundless love; O may we possess and 
cherish that love to thee and one another, which will be the 
satisfying evidence that we are tho children of our heavenly 
Father. Preserve our family from the thorns of animosity 
and hatred. May Divine love prevail among us to such a 
degree, that we may bear some resemblanoe to the ^eat 
family above, where love reigns in all its uninterrupted in- 
fluence and glory. Convince us that God is not to be found 
with his blessing, where enmity and discord prevail. Wo 
praise thee, O Lord, that where Christian unity reigns, there 
thou commandest the blessing, even life for evermore. 

While we would bless thee for the private ordinances of 
religion, more especially we praise thee for the pubUo ordi- 
nances of thy courts. Lord, increase our love to thy sanctuary, 
and increase our delight in the public services of thy house. 

Form in the minds of our children an early and a powerful 
attachment to thy courts. Even in their youdlful days^ may 
they say with ihtne inspired servant, A day in thy courts ts 
better than a thousand. 

O thou who madest the heavens and the earth, give us 
grace ‘ to bless thee out of Zion, and may we devotedly and 
faithfully present those adorations and praises in thine earthly 
sanctuary, which will be followed by a life of endless adoration, 
praise, and joy in the heaven of heavens. Lord, teach us to 
praise thee with the heart. May our songs of praise not 
merely flow from the lips, but may we make mebdy with our 
hearts unto the Lord. 

We rejoice, O Lord, that thou hast chosen thy Church to 
thyself as thy peculiw treasure. How wonderful thy love, O 
Jesus, how inexpressible thy condescension, that thou shouldst 
make those thy treasure who deserved to be for ever banished 
from thy presence, and confined in the abode of endless 
despair ! Mercifully give us the pleasing evidence that we 
are part of thy treasure, and that we are the^ otgects thine 
unmerited love and distinguished grace. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in thy greatness and in thy 
majesty. Thou art great, and thou art above all go^ 
Whatsoever thou pleasest, that thou doest in heaven and in, 
earth, in the seas and in all dry places. 0 liord, we bow 
before thee in thy greatness and glory, Thy^ame, O Jesus, 
endureth for ever : and the memorials of thy grace will con- 
tinue throughout all generations. We bow before thee as the 
God of salvation. Glory to thy name, that the wmhip of 
idols is banished from our land. O may the worship of 
idols be banished from the earth, and be bamshed from our 
hearts. 

We present our thanks for the mercies of the day, and we 
commit ourselves and our relatives to thy care this night. 
Foigive our sms and hear our prayers, for Jesus’ sal^a 
Amen. 


WOfn^mXfm WJ0!I.~TUlgl>A¥ MaBNIKa 


Tft« UiTOBIOTlOlf. 

iwbr. 

1 OOW lo&|;sbaU death tti6 tyrant 

And tnun^ o'er the just ; 
‘While Ihe rich blood of martyrs slain 
lies mingled with the dust } 

2 Lo, I behold the soattered shades, 

The dawn of heaven aj^ears ; 

The sweet immortal morning spreads 
Its bludies round the spheres. 

S t see the Lord of glory oome, 

And flaming guards around ; 

The dkies divide to make him room. 
The trumpet shakes the ground. 

4 I hear the voice, Ye dead, arise ! 

And lo ! the graves obey : 

And waking saints with joyful eyes 
Baluto the expected day. 


DANIEL XII. 

jRcsurrection, 

A ND at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince 
which atandeth for the children of thy people : and there 
shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since tlicre was a 
nation even to that same time : and at that time thy people 
shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in 
the book. 

3 And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt. 

8 And they that be wise shaU shine as the brightness of the 
firmament ; and they that turn many to righteousness as the 
stars for ever and ever. 

4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, 
even to the time of the end i many shall run to and fro, and 
knowledge shall be increased. 

6 Then 1 Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood other two, 
the one on this side of the bank of the river, and the other on 
that side of the bank of the river. . 

6 And one said to the man clothed in linen, which was 
upon the waters of the river. How long shall it be to the end 
of these wonders ? 

7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon 
the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and 
his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for 
ever that it shall be for a time, times, and an half; and when 
he shall have aocomplished to scatter the power of the holy 
p^ple, all these things shall be finished. 

8 And I heard, but I understood not : then said I, 0 ray 
LcMfd, what shall be the end of these things ? 

9 And he said. Go thy way, Daniel; for the words are 
closed up and sealed till the time of the end. 

10, Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried ; but 
the wicked shall do wickedly : and none of the wicked shall 
understand; but the wise shall understand. 

11 And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken 
away, hnd the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there 
shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. 

12 Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand 
tliree hundred and five and thirty days. 

13 But go thou thy way till the end be : for thou shalt rest, 
and stand in thy lot at the end of the daya. 


Bmaoxxoirs jmv Bair. saL^MUhasl mgnifissi ** Uks (hd*^ How 
strictly applicable is this name to Jesus ^ Bo is the brightness 


of the Esther's gloxy, and the exmess image of Ids person. They 
who saw Christ, saw the JTather who dwelleth in him. He thought 
it no robbery to be e^ual with GfoA And the Father requireth that 
we should honour the Bon, even as we honour the Father, who hath 
sent him. The troubles pMeoutions with which the Church of 
Christ has been visited and tried, have often been so severe os to 
resemble tbe raging waves of the tempestuous ocean ; but Jesus has 


animating ore the prospects of the redeemed. They can look forward 
to ike morning of the resurreotion, when their bodies shall come 
forih tram the ruins of the grave, arrayed in all the glopr of immortal 
life, to enter the heaven of heavens, and to be over with the Lord. 


PRAYER. 

T^E adore thee, great and glorious Jehovah, as the uni« 
versal Sovereign, whom none can resist, and whose 
authority and government none can with impunity oppose. 
When mighty angels resisted thy will, ana erected the 
standard of rebellion near thy throne, thou didst oast them 
into the lowest hell, where they are reserved in chains of 
everlasting darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 

What reason have we to bless and praise mee, that thou 
art revealed as a redeeming God, and reconciled in Christ I 
Though we have nothing, and can do nothing, to qualify our- 
selves for appearing with acceptance before thy throne of 
judgment, wc bless thy great name that tflou art the God of 
salvation, and that thou art willing even now, while wo are 
kneeling before thy tribunal, to give us the robe of a Re* 
deemer's righteousness, by which we shall be acceptc^d in thv 
sight now, and acquitted before thy throne hereafter, when all 
nations are summoned before thy great tribunal. 

Wc thank the living God, that the bodies of men shall not 
remain for ever in the grave. We bless God that we have in 
our hands that glorious Gospel by which life and immortality 
are brought to Jight. We pray that our minds may be deeply 
affected and solemnized with the truth, that all who sleep in 
the dust shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt. Give us thy grace ; then 
our graves will prove beds of rest, from wliich our bodies 
shall awake on the moniing of the resurrection, arrayed in 
robes of immortality. Strike terror, O Lord, into the hearts 
of such now before thee who are living vnthout Christ, and 
who are unconcerned about the infinitely important realities 
of a future and an eternal world ; and convince them how 
inconceivably miserable shall be their state at the judgment- 
day. Now may the declaration of thy Word most deeply 
aficct their hearts, that tbe bodies of the wicked shall awake 
out of their graves to shame and everlasting contempt. 

Lorrf, have mercy on our dear children^ and suffer not the 
thoughtlessness qf'' their minds to prevent their meditations 
on the solemnities qf a judgment-day, 0 may they and we 
atvakef at the sound of the last trump, to e»)erlastlng life. 

Comfort the minds of faithful ministers and faithfbl 
teachers of Divine truth, however humble the sphere they 
arc required to fill, with the blessed promise. They that ue 
wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and 
they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars for ever 
and ever. 

We bless thee for the predicted day, when many shall run 
to and fto, and knowledge ahall be increased. Wo earnestly 
pray that the day may not be far distant, when the knowledge 
of Jesus and his salvation sbaU pervade the earth. 

We thank our God for^'his preserving goodness during 
the past night, and we seek the presence and blessing of God 
this day. Give us grace to glonly thy name, for Jesus' sake» 
Amen. 
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WFTY-SBCONl) ^BIC—TUESDAY BVBNINa. 

- — 


PBAliS TO GOD. 

<9i^^ New, Staines, Sauthampton. U M. 

i f^lYE to our God immortal praise ; 

^ ' Mercy and truth arc all his ways ; 

, Wonders of grace to God belong, 

Bepeat his mercies in your song. 

5) Give to the Lord of lords renown, 

Tho King of kings with glory crown : 

His mercies ever shall endure. 

When lords and kings are known no more. 

a Ho sent his Son with power to Bare 
From guilt and darkness, and the grave : 

Wonders of grace to God belong, 
lU^peat his mercies in your song. 

Watm, Ps, 136, p. III, 

PSALM CXXXVI. 

Praisvng Ood /or his Mercies, 

O GIVE thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

2 0 give thaiiks unto the Ood of gods : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

3 O give thanks to the Lord of lords : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

4 To him who alone doeth great wonders : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

5 To him that by wisdom made the heavens : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

6 To him that stretched out the earth above the waters : 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

7 To him that made great lights : for his mercy endureth 
for ever : 

8 The sun to rule by day : for his mercy endureth for ever : 
9 The moon and stars to rule by night : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

10 To him that smote Egypt in their firstborn: for his 
mercy endureth for ever : 

11 And brought out Israel from among them : for his 
mercy endureth for eveV : 

12 With a strong hand, and with a stretched-out arm : for 
his mercy endureth for ever. 

18 To him which divided the Red Sea into parts : for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

14 And made Israel to pass through the midst of it : for 
his mercy endureth for ever : 

15 Hut overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea : 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

16 To him which led his people through the wilderness : 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

17 To him which smote great kings: for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever : 

18 And slew famous kings: for his mercy endureth for 
ever : 

19 Sihon king of the Amorites ; for his mercy endureth for 
ever: 

20 And Og the king of Bashan : for his mercy endureth for 
ever; 

21 And gave their land for an heritage: Ibr his mercy 
emdweth for ever : 

22 Even an heritage unto Israel his servant : for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

28 Who remembered us in our low estate : for his mercy 
endureth for ever : 

24 And hath redeemed us from our enemies ; for his mercy 
endureth for over. 

25 Who giveth food to all flesh : for his mercy endureth 
for ever. 

4^8 O give thanks unto the God of heaven ; for his mexey 
endureth for ever. 
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llBFLBonoNS UPOW PsALM c«xvi.— «God's goodUess shines in 
creation, providence, end redemption. Looldag on each of these, 
but more especially on redemption, we have reason to exclaim, in 
the language of devout wonder and praise, VHow great is thy 
goodness ^ich thou host laid up for them that foar thee; which 
thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons of 
men!” May it bo our privilege to be savingly impressed with a 
sense of God’s goo^ess ; may we really taste and see that God is 
pre-eminently good, as the God of redemption ; then will our hearts 
bo tuned to sing his praise. Bid David sing so sweetly of creation 
and its great lights? 0 how sweetly should we sing of the new 
creation, and the glorious ligh4: of the Bun of righteousness, who has 
risen on our world with beahng in his wings ! 0 how sweetly should 
we sing of the great deliverance firom sin, Batan, death, and hell, 
accomplished by Jesus, the King of kings and Lord of loi^ ! 

PRAYER. 

H oly spirit, we humbly pray that our souls may be 
refreshed with the dew of thine influences, while we 
venture, in tlie midst of all our imperfections and corruptions, 
to approach thy throne of grace. We acknowledge, O Hearer 
of prayer, our total unworthiness of the great honour and the 
unspeakable privilege of holding intercourse with thee our 
God, the Former of our bodies and the Father of our spirits. 

We supplicate, through the atoning blood of Jesus, the 
pardon of all the sins we have committed this day. May our 
prayer for pardon be accompanied with holy penitence, and 
earnest longings that all our sinfulness may washed away, 
and that our nature may be made holy as God is holy. We 
thank a gracious Providence for the mercies which have this 
day filled the cup of our lot. May spiritual mercies rank 
highest in our estimation, and excite in our heart peculiar 
sensations of gratitude and praise. Cover us, O Lord, with 
thy protecting wings this night, and prepare us for ^hat 
eternal day, when we hope to enjoy, with all the blessed 
above, the ceaseless bliss of immortality. May we and all j 
our relatives meet on that peaceful day, to celebrate, for ever 
and ever, the triumphs of redeeming grace. When thine 
aged pervants, who are tried and home down with the in- 
firmities of their dying flesh, think of that heavenly day, may 
they sing in the animating strains of an inspired writer, O 
that we had the wings of a dove, then would we flee far away, 
and be at rest 1 

Sanctify to our minds, 0 Lord, the encouraging account we 
have now* read of the great deliverances thou didst accomplish 
for thy Church and people in ancient days. Thou hast given in 
these deliverances most blessed displays of thy goodness and 
of thy power. Thou art the God of ; for the gods of tho 
heathen are dumb idols compared with thee. Thou art the 
Lord of lords; for aR the rulers of the earth are at thy 
disposal, and cannot retain or exercise their authority one 
moment without thy permission. 

Great, 0 Jesus, are the wonders of power thou hast Wrought, 
in creating the world ; hut far greater are the wonders thou 
hast achieved, in working out the salvation of thy Church, 

Wc adore thee in all the judgments inflicted on Egypt and 
other enemies of thy people in distant ages : for iky mercy 
endureth for ever. We praise thee for the remarkable in- 
stances pf the interposition of thy gracious providence con- 
nected with the history of thy Church in various lands : for 
thy mercy endureth for ever. 

0 make our children trophies of a Saviour^s victory. 
Extend thy savins mercy to their souls, and through etersAty 
may they sing, Jiis mercy endureth for ever. 

We praise thee, 0 Lord, for all thy mercipsj but we would 
raise our loudest song of praise for Jesus, thy chief, thy 
greatest mercy. Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift. 

Hear these our prayen^ and forgive all our sins, for Jesus 
the Mediators sake. Amen. v 




nomtl W 9HB SFIBIT. 

Xmmjf. dhmMm, 

t A BK wbat yo iriUi *tai Jetua* word 
^ To aU thie followen of tiie Lord ; 
So apoaka with oonUdenoo ditino, 

To gm the S0I7 Gboot la jnme ! 

2 And thou who didst to glory go, 

Wilt on thy diuroh that bestow, 
To Uesa, and aanotify, and seal, 

And all ottr souls for eyer dlL 

3 Hard is the grant, but not for thee, 
Yested with full authority ; 

Heedfhl for sinners to reoeiye, 

'Tie eai^ for my Lord to give ; 

1 Sent down in answer to thy piayer, 

0 may the promiaed Comforter 
Teach me, my Saviour, who thou art, 
And show thy glory to my heart. 


C. WstLsr. 


Rkflbottoks uroN Hosba xiit., xiv. — Infinitelv dear to Christ are 
his saints. Because he loved them with an everlasting love, he has 
regenerated their natiire, and has given them a part in the first 
resurreotion. And beoause he loves them with an everlasting love, 
he will give them a part in the second resurreotion, and they shall 
oome finm their mves and shine brighter t^ the g^ry of 
the firmament, in the miigdom of their Bather, to ever and cver^ 


HOSEA XIII. 

. Victo/ry or DeaJth. 

T WILL ransom them from the power of the grave ; I will 
^ redeem them from death : O death, I will be thy plagues ; 
0 gravej I will be thy destruction : repentance shall be hid 
firom mine eyes. 

15 Though he be fruitful among his brethren^ an east wind 
shall come, the wind of the Loiio shall come up from the 
wilderness, and his spring shall become dry, and his fountain 
shall be dried up : he shall spoil the treasure of all pleasant 
vessels. 

16 Samaria shall become desolate ; for she hath rebelled 
against her God : they shall fall by the sword : their infants 
shall be dashed in pieces, and their women with child shall be 
cruelly put to death. 

HOSEA XIV. 

Spiritual Revival, 

O ISRAEL, return unto the Loud thy Goo ; for thou hast 
fallen by thine iniquity. 

2 Take with you words, and turn to the Loud : say unto 
him, Take away all iniqmty, and receive us graciously: so 
will we render the sacrifices of our lips. 

8 Asshur shall not save us ; we will not ride upon horses : 
neither will we say any more to the work of our hands, Ye are 
our gods : for in thee the fatherless findeth mercy. 

4 I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely : for 
mine anger is turned away from him. 

5 I will be as the dew unto Israel : he shall grow as the 
lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. 

6 His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the 
olive-tree, and his smell as Lebanon. 

7 They that dwell under his shadow shall return; they 
shall- revive as the com, and grow as the vine : the scent 
thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. 

8 Ephraim shall say, What have 1 to do any more with 
idols? I have heard him, and observed him: lam like a 
green fir-tree. From me is thy fruit found. 

9 Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? 
prudent, and he shall know them ? for the ways of the Loud 
are right, and the just shall walk in them: but the trans- 
gressors shall fall therein. 


dear to Christ are 


What a mighty wmqaam is Jesus ! He is the ooaquercur of death, 
who is the oonqueror, and the terror, and the destroyer of Idngs. 
Jesus, our viotonous Saviour, **has destroyed death, and Idm/ 
hath the power of death, that is the BeviL” How wonderfiil the 
condesoension and grace of God, that ha should address offending 
backsliders under the name of iMr (hi/ May the Divine Spirit 
mercifully preserve us from backsliding and apostasy, and make us 
trees of nghtaousness, the planting of the Lord’s right hand, tiist 
he may be glorified.” . 


PRAYER. * 

T^E draw near unto thee, O Lord, this morning, in the 

▼ Y name of thy well-beloved Son. We cannot be accepted 
in our own name, and no archangel could introduce us into 
the Divine presence, to obtain an answer to our prayers. We 
praise thee, O Jesus, as the Mediator betwixt God and man, 
the merit of whose righteousness can introduce the very ohief 
of sinners to the throne of grace. 

We thank the God of providence for the renewed instances 
of kindness we experience during the past night, and that we 
are enabled, iu the enjoyment of so many comforts, to assemble 
around the domestic ^tar to present our morning sacrifice. Let 
thy goodness kindle in our bosom emotions of gratitude and 
love ; and may we serve and honour thee this day, and every 
day, from a principle of filial and unfeigned affection. Suffer 
us not to be drawn aside this day by our own corruptions ; 
and particularly may we be preserved from our besetting sin. 
Bless us in our worldly calling. Preserve us from a covetous 
and unhallowed love of earthly things. Make us satisfied 
with a competency; and having food and raiment, may we be 
therewith content. 

We adore thee, O Jesus, as the conqueror of death ; and 
we rejoice that by thy death thou didst deprive death of its 
sting, and that thou didst deprive the grave of its victory by 
thy resurrection from the tomb. Lord Jesus, ransom us from 
the power of the grave, and redeem us from death, by clothing 
us with thy righteousness. O clothe us with that righteous- 
ness which is the price of our ransom, and without which our 
redemption could never have been obtained. 

As the time must arrive, and may soon take place, when 
we and our beloved children shall be separated by death, on 
the morning of the resurrection may we rise from the grave 
in glory and triumph, to live together through all eternity, 
in the immediate presence of God and the Lamb. 

O Lord, we have, reason to acknowledge, to our shame, 
that, like Israel of old, we have fallen by our iniquities. 
Blessed be thy name, that we have not fallen into hell. We 
implore thy grace, that wo may be enabled to return unto the 
Lord our God, against whom we have so grievously revolted. 
Lord, take away all iniquity, receive us graciously, so will we 
render thee the praises of our lips and the homage of our 
hearts. O teach us to leave all false foundations of confidence 
and hope, and Jet our trust be implicitly placed on thee, 
our Saviour and Deliverer, in whom the fatherless find 
mercy. Have mercy on all our friends and relatives who may 
now oe in a state of backsliding from God. Heal their back- 
sliding, love them freely, and let thine anger be turned away 
from them. 

Lord, make our family a spiritual garden, where the plants 
of grace may grow in luxuriance and beauty. Holy Spirit, 
let thy blessed influence descend upon us like the refreshing 
dew, that we may grow as the lily, and oast forth our roots as 
Lebanon. May we revive as the corn and grow as the vine, 
and the scent of our graces be as the wine of Lebanon. 

Lord, hear and forgive, for Jesus' sake. And to the Father. 
Son, and Holy Ghost, be ascribed the kingdom, the power 
and the gloty, world without end. Amen. 
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HMVOEIKO AHD mtlBTlNa GEAOl. 

Mrudkif, AUmkr*$, t> m. 

1 inE7l!r9t ^ my powers of heert and tongue 
▼ T rU praise my maker in my song : 

Ang^ shall hear &e not^ 1 raise, 

Appoye the song, and join the praise. 

8 Angels that make thy ohuroh their care 
Bh& witness my devotions there, 

While holy zeal directs my eyes 
To thy fair temple in the skies. 

3 m sing thy truth and mercy. Lord, 

1*11 sing the wonders of thy word ; 

Not all thy works and names below 
So much thy power and glory show. 

4 To God I cried when troubles rose ; 

He heard mo, and stibdued my foes ; 

He did my rising fears control, 

And strength diffused through oil my soul. 

Watts, P$. 130. 

PSALM CXXXVIL 

The Jews in Babylon. 

B y the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, 
when we remembered Zion. 

8 We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst 
thereof, 

8 For there they that carried us away captive required of us 
a song ; and they that wasted us required of ub mirth, saying y 
Sing us or^ of tlie songs of Zion. 

4 How shall we sing the Lord'c song in a strange land ? 
i 6 If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let ray right hand forget 
her cunning. 

6 If Ido not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth ; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief 
joy. 

7 Bemember, O Lord, the children of Edom in the day of 
Jerusalem; who said. Rase i7, rase fV, even to the foundation 
thereof. 

8 O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed ; happy 
sAall he be, that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us. 

9 Happy shall he be, that taketh and daslieth thy little ones 
against the stones. 

-PSALM CXXXVIII. 

Praising Qod's TriUh, 

T WILL praise thee with ray whole heart : before the gods 
will 1 sing praise unto thee. 

2 I wUl worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy 
, name for thy loving-kindness and for thy truth : for thou hast 
magnified thy word above all thy name. 

8 In the day when I cried thou answoredst me, and 
strengthenedst me with strength in my soul. 

4 Idl the kings of the earth shall praise thee, 0 Lord, 
when thqr hear the words of thy mouth. 

6 Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the Lord : for great 
is the glory of the Lord. 

6 Ibough the Lord be high, yet hath he respect unto the 
lowly : but the proud he knoweth afar oiF. 

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive 
me: thop’shalt stretch forth thine hand against the wrath of 
inine enemlea, and thy right hand shall save me. 

8 The will perfect that which aoncemeth me : thr 

meray, 0 endweth for ever; forsake not the worhs of 

thine own bends. 


Bamezrovs imnr Puurs ozzxvn., czxxvm.— The 
which befidl the Ohwoh ars mom distrswing to the muto thmi 
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own pemonal affliotioBf » On mUk the hesril et belierers are often 
out of tune to celebrate their Saviour’s pri^ and their songs are 
often Bumended and interrupted : in heeven iwjr shall have ever- 
lasting joy upon their heads, and fteir niirps sh al l be fbr 

ever tuned fbr praising God and the lainb ih loudest, noblest 


ever reigns. Great « the joy of believers in worshippin| the (^d 
of salvation in the sanotuary below, and it is a prefaida of that joy 
which they shall en^enoe in the heavenly temple above, where 
they shall sing in holy ecstasy, Thou art worthy, 0 Lord, to 
receive glory, honour, and power; for thou hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they are and were created.” 


PBAYEE. 

W E desire, O Lord, to approach thy throne of grace 
reverently, when we thing of thy daaaling majesty and 
irresistible sovereignty. And we would draw near wifli believ- 
ing confidence and joy, when we think of thy condescension, 
mercy, and love, flowing as a stream of salvation through 
! Jesus thine only-begotten and well-beloved Son. In hia name, 

I O Lord, we prostrate ourselves before thee. 

Accept of our praises for the mercies of the day, whether of 
a temporal nature and respecting the body, or of a spiritual 
nature and respecting the soul. May our daily guilt be Washed 
away by the merit of our Saviouris blood. Encompass us this 
night with thy favour as with a shield, and give thine angels 
charge over us. Give us grace to believe that thou com- 
passest our path and our lying down, and that thou art 
acquainted with all our ways. Enable us to believe that t,ho 
eye of a special providence is constantly watching over us, and 
that the arms of a special providence are constantW around 
us. By faith may we ever look upon thee, not only as our 
God, hut as our Father ; and may ^ our supplications be the 
loving and earnest prayers of children who are instructed by 
the Spirit to cry, Abba, Father. 

We. adore thee, O Lord, as the heart-searching God. Impress 
us solemnly with the thought, that thou hast searched us and 
known us. Humble us in the dust, when we think of all that 
depravity of our hqsirt which is constantly exposed before the 
eye of an omniscient God. 

Bless to us what we have now read. We adore thy 
sovereignty, wisdom, and justice, in the removal of thy people 
to Babylon, where for ages they endured the sufferings of a 
severe captivity. As thy people remembered Jerusalem, naay 
we in our present state of trial and suffering, in this vale of 
tears, remember the New Jerusalem above. As an evidence 
that we are in reality the heirs of an inheritance beyond the 
skies, may we have a fervent and steadfast love to thy Church 
on earth ; and may the interest of thy kingdom below be 
dearer to our heart than our own personal prosperity. May 
the language of our souls be, If we forget thee, O Jerupoileni, 
let our right hand forget her cunning ; If we do not remmher 
thee, let our tongue cleave to the roof of our mouth; if tfe 
prefer not Jerusalem above our chief joy. 

JIfahs our dear children and servants members qf ihy 
Church f and may they discoveir that zeal for the prosperUy 
of Chrises kingdom, which wiU attend them to the enening ^ 
their days. 

We praise thee, O Lord, that thou art a prayer-hearing 
God. May each of us know this by exncrience* and have 
abundant reason to say. In the dey when I cried thou 
answefcdst me, and str^agtbenedst me wi^ strength in 
my soul. Though I wslk iu the mitUt of tro^le, thou wilt 
revive me. 

Gfeeiously pardon our iiiui,iiiiOitify our affisotkms, and hear 
our prayers, fot Jesus^* sake. Amen. 




iuniB hkr aha%i. 

,'Jl6iM iittiiixA* ifxdik, 0ijlbf4, 

Ixi Utter days shall riio 
On xntnmtain-tops ahsve the hills, 

And draw the iroiiiderixig eyes. 

S Te this the Jsyfhl tiatioQS rotmd, 

All ttibes and tongues shall flow : 

Up to the hill of Gkd, they’ll say, 

And to his house we’ll g^. 

8 The beam that shines from Sion hQl 
ShaU lighten every land ; 

He King who t^igns in Salem’s towers 
Shall ^ the world command. 

4 Come then, 0 house of Jacob ! come 
To worship at Ids shrine j 
And, walking in the light of God, 

With holy beauties shine. 


I MICAH IV. 

"D tJT in the last days it shall come to pass, that the moun- 
" taiu^of the house of the Lord shall be established in the 
lop of the motintains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; 
and people shall flow unto it. 

2 And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us 
^ up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the 
God of J ^ob ; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 
/walk in his paths : for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

8 Ajnd he shall judge among many people, and rebuke 
strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into 
plowsnafes, and their spears into pruning-hooks : nation shall 
not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more. 

^ 4 But they shall sit every man under his vine and under 
his flg«tree ; and none shall make them afraid : for the mouth 
of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it, 

6 For all people will walk every one in the name of his 
god, and we will walk in the name of the Lord our God for 
4ver and ever. 

6 In that day, saith the Lord, will I assemble her that 
lialteih, and I will gather her that is driven out, and her that 
I have afflicted ; 

7 And t will make her that halted a remnant, and her that 
waa cast far off a sttpug nation : and the Lord shall reign over 
them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever. 

8 And thou, O toweir of the flock, the strong hold of the 
daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first do- 
minion ; the kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem. 

9 l^ow why &at thou cry out aloud? is there no king in 
thee ? ii thy counsellor perished ? for pangs have taken thee 
as a woman in travail. 

10 Be in pain, and labour to bring forth, 0 daughter of 
Zibn, like a woman in travail : for now shaft thou go Ibrth out 
of the elty^and thou shaft dwell in the field, and thou shalt 
go id Babylon ; there shalt thou be delivered ; there the 
Loan ihail redeem thee from the hand Of thine Enemies. 

11 Kdw kUo many nations are gathered against thee, that 
say, Let her he defiM, and let our eye look upon Zion. 

12 But they know not the theugnts of Ike Loan, ndiher 

understand t^y ^ eounsel : for he shall gather them as the 
sheaves into ibe jm < 

18 Arise Ibid O daugh^ Zion i for I will make 
thine horn iron, sM I^ill^ make thy hboft InaM : and then ' 
shalt beat in pieces loottny panple : and I will eonseciate ^eir 
gain nnto the Iman, and uieir itibstanoe unto ti^e Lord of the 
whole eai'tb« ^ 


I Bjuruezzovs urea XiOAk rv.-^The latt days predicted by the 
I ancient mojketi oomiaeimed at the beginning of the Christian era, 
and shall tenninate at inS of ages. It is our privilege to live 
during these last days, whidh hiliqiMNikah^ surpass me days of the 
Old Testament economy in the di%rse of Bivme light, and in tho 
extent of spiritual privuegSS. Then, the people of God saw through 
a glass darkly; but now we see free to fooe. Then, fflo light of 
Divine revelation was like the light of the moon ; but now it Is like 
the light of tho meridian, sun. We hail the arrival of millonnial 
days, of which Micah and other presets haire spoken with such 
oleamess and cortainty. Then shiffl be the universol gathering of 
all nations to Jesus, tne Idessed Shiloh, in whom all tho nations of 
the oarth shall bo blessed, for ever Iflessed. 


I ^ PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, we desire, at the commencement of 
^ another day, to lift up the eyes of our soul to thee in 
Lumble and earnest supplicatibns. We adore thee, 0 Jesus, 
in thine essential government, as sitting upon the throne of 
the vast universe. We adore thee, O Jesus, in thy mediatorial 
dominion, as seated upon the throne of Zion, and exerdsihg 
the prerogatives of thy royalty over thy Church. Wlxile we 
have reason to mourn over the sad change produced by the 
reign of sin, and while we have reason to weep over the 
miserable and degraded situation of our world, under tho 
government of Satan, we rejoice there is a period coming, 
when the pacific reign of our exalted Mediator shall over- 
spread all the kingdoms of the world, and when the nations 
shall be happy, and holy, and blessed, under his wise and 
merciful dominion. 

We thank thee that thou hast promised. In the last days 
it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of tne * 
Lord shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it 
shall be exalted above the bills; and the people shall flow 
unto it. O Lord, mercifully and speedily accomplish what 
thou hast BO graciously promised. We long for the arrival of 
that day, and we rqoice it shall come, when many nations 
shall say. Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, and he w^ teach us of his ways, and we will walk in 
liis paths. Praise to thy name, that this promise is in part 
accomplished. Adored be thy name, that since the law 
went forth out of Zion, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem, at the ascension of our Lord and the day of 
Pentecost, so many nations of the earth have embraced the 
religion of Jesus, and have acknowledged him os the Saviour 
of men. 

We thank thee, O Immanuel, for the promise, that thou 
wilt judge among many people, and rebuke sti^g nations 
afar off ; and that they shall beat their swords into plough* 
shares, and their spears into pruning-hooks : that nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn War 
any more. Teach us to believe, O God of truth, that these . 
blessed promises shall be accomplished ; and we pray that thou 
wouldst hasten the fulfilment in thy due time. Let peace prevail 
over the whole earth, and let the influence of the Gospel subdue 
the pride and destroy the cruelty of the rulers of the WoHd. 

Give thy people peace, and all the Churches peace. X^et all 
opposition to thy kingdom come to an end; and ihay tne 
followers of Jesus everywhere sit down under their vine and 
under their fig-tree, ana may none make them afraid. 

Make our children and seruanU the loriitg and peaceful 
subjects of Jesus the Prince qf peace. Map they live to 
be active agents in advoficing the prosperity qf Chrisfs 
kif^om. 

we present our thanks for the mercies of the night, and 
bless God Uiat it has not proved to us the night of death. 
This day may we etempUfy the Christian graces; and all that 
we ask is for the Redeemer’s sake. Amen. 
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Wm-SBCOND W8EK.— THUESDAY BVENINO. 


. OOD BYIBTWHBRE. 

Mtifim. VromkOhapd, Da/Mi, c. M. 

1 TK aU my yast oonoems with thee^ 
la yabt my loul would try 

To diua thy presence, Lord, or doe 
The notice of thine eye. 

2 Tkj alirsurrounding sight surveys 
Jfy rising and my rest, 

My public walks, my private ways, 

And secrets of my breast 
8 My thoughts lie open to the Lord 
Before they're formed within ; 

And ere my Ups pronounce the word, 

He knows the sense I mean. 

♦ ' WATn, P*. 139, p. /. 

PSALM CXXXIX. 

Chd Omnipreteni and Ormucient, 

^ LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me. 

^ 2 Thou knowest my down-sitting and mine up-rising, 
thou undorstandest my thought afar off. 

8 Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art 
acquainted with all my. ways. 

4 For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, 
thou knowest it altogether. 

6 Tliou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine 
liand upon me. 

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me ; it is high, I 
cannot attain unto it. 

7 Whither shall I go from thy spirit ? or whither shall I 
flee from thy presence ? 

8 If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there : if I make 
my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. 

9^1 take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the 
uttermost parts of the sea; 

10 Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand 
shall hold me. 

11 If I say. Surely the darkness shall cover me : even the 
night shall be light about me. 

12 Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee ; but the night 
shineth as the day : the darkness and the light are both alike 
to thee. 

18 For thou hast possessed my reins : thou hast covered 
me in my mother's womb. 

I will praise thee ; for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made : nmvellous are thy works ; and that my soul knoweth 
nght well. 

^ 15 My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made 
m secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the 
earth. ^ 

16 Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; 
tmd in thy book all my members were written, which in con- 
tinuan^ were fiwhioned, when as yet there was none of them. 

17 How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God ! 
how great is the sum of them 1 

18 .jy I should count them, they are more in number than 
the sand : when I awake, I am still with thee. 

19 Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God : depart from 
me therefore, ye bloody men. 

20 For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine enemies 
take thy name in vain. * 

21 I>»aot I hate them, O Lord, that hate thee? and am 
not 1 gruwed with those that rise up against thee ? 

22 I hate them with perfect hatred : I count them mine 
enemies. 

28 Search me, O God, and know my heart : try me, and 
know my thoughts; / # « 

^ 24 And see if tkest bo any wicked way in me, and lead me 
m the^way everlasting. 


llsixBonoKS TJPOK PsAiK CXXXIX.— How^ Bolemn the hat that 
there is no thought, or purpose, or imagmatise, or affisotioii of our 
hearts, that can possibly be concealed from Ihe m of an omniicieat 
Jehovah. Vaj this great and influential trath be ever present 
before our remembrance ! What multitudes of sins would oe nre*> 
vented, and what diligence in duties would be observed, if mese 
wor^ were haHtually in our thoughts, ** Thou God seest me I Thou, 
0 Lord, dost searoh the hearts, and try the rems of the children of 
men 1 ” How glorious is God in his omnipresence. This perftetion 
of Jehovah is to the wicked a source of terror ; but to tho righteous a 
source of delight, and a ground of oonfldence. Afl^^g truth ! God 
is judicially present in Tophet ! Delightful, animating truth, God is 
graciously present on earth with the Church militant, and gloriously 
present in heaven with tho Church triumphant, llfay we, 1^ faith in 
Christ, anticipate that glorious presence, and ring in the delightfal 
prospect, ^^Thou wilt show mo tho path of life. In thy presence is 
fulness of joy, and at thy right hand aro pleasures for evermoie." 


PRAYER. 

T^E adore theo, 0 Lord God, as the infinite source of 
all wisdom and knowledge. Thou hast a perfect 
acquaintance with all thy creatures. Every portion of thine 
immeasurable empire is equally plain and open before thee; 
and the fluttering insect is as really under thy notice sm tiie 
glowing archangel who worsnips liefore thy throne. Lord, 
affect us with the thought, that there is not a word in our 
tongue, nor an imagination in our heart, nor an action in our 
life, but lo, 0 Lord, thou knowest. We desire to feel over« 
awed and deeply solemnized with the conviction of this truth ; 
and would exclaim with the Psalmist, Such knowledge is too 
wonderful for us ; it is high, we cannot attain unto it. Mar a 
conviction of thine omniscience comfort us in all our afflic- 
tions. Assured that thou knowest our afflictions, may we believe 
that thou dost graciously sympathize with us in all our suffer^ 
ings— and that, as thou knowest our weakness, thou wilt most 
readily extend thy powerful and merciful hand for our relief* 
We adore thee, 0 Lord, in thine omnipresence. Thy being 
and thine influence pervade the universe. Impress trans* 
gressors with the solemn truth, that they oannot escape to 
that place to commit their wiok^ness, where G-od, is not pre- 
sent as the witness of their actions. 

May our dear children ever remember that thou art an 
omnipresent God: and may this remembrance lay restraint 
on their corruptions^ and prevent them from falling before 
the temptations of the enemy of souls. 

Comfort all thine afflicted people with the consolatory truth, 
that their God and Saviour is ever near; and that even if they 
should take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the utter- 
most parts of the sea, there shall thy hand lead them, an d thy 
right hand shall hold them. O Jesus, comfort thine Aged 
disciples with the ammating conviction, that though their 
earthly friends are dying around them, and leaving them one 
by one, thou, their best friend, art ever near them, ^nd wilt ^ 
continue to afford them counsel, consolation, and help, to the 
close of life ; when their disembodied spirits will be removed 
to another and more exalted state of existence, to enjoy tiie 
glories of immortality. ^ 

O Lord, we adore thee as our Creator. We will praise thee, 
for we are feaifully and wonderfully made. Our sutetance wax 
not hid from thee, when we were curiously wrought iu the 
lowest parts of the earth. O thou mighty and merciful God, 
make us the subjects of a new creation. 

We pi^nt our thanks for the mercies of the past day, and 
P"t Uves. When we awake we are 
swU with thee. W e humbly seek tiiy protecting care thU night* 
May we be surrounded with thy perieotions, as the mountains 
are round about Jerusalmn. 

Hear oni feeble pnjren, eod fowire our eiae. for 
Jesus our Mediator’s sake* Ameit 


FIITY-ifflBtX)!® WSHK,— FBiaijr MOKNISfO; 


qOHFlPtNOB IM OOP. 

4rmM irm miubet. BmUmUdd, c.n. 

I t f]l7JEULT'^aiia^ BO 4owen^flg.ti«e clothe, 

VV Thoogli^ their 
I The lebonr of the olive fhil, 

And £dkh BO meat tmpply ? 

I 3 Though from the fold| ia sad surpiiae, 

I My flock cut off I see ; 

Though fruniae piae ia empty stalls, 

Wbue herds were woat to be ? 

3 Yet ia the Lord will I be glad, 

AM glory ia his love ; 

^ la him ITl ioy, who will the God 
' " Of my salvatioa picove. 

' Scotch Pakaphrasi^ SS. 

HABAKKUK II. 

Waiting for Ood^t 4ntwer. 

T WILL stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, 
and will watch to see what he will sayunto me, and what 
I shall answer when I am reproved. 

2 And the Loan answered me, and said. Write the vision, 
and make ii plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it. 

8 For the vision i» yet for an appointed time, but at the 
end it shall speak, and not lie : though it tarry, wait for it ; 
because it will surely come, it will not tarry. 

5 Behold, his soul which is lifted up ia not upright in him : 
but the just shall live by his faith. 

6 also, because he transgresseth by wine, he is a proud 
man, neither keepeth at home, who enlargeth his desire as 
hell, and is as death, and cannot be satisfied, but gathereth 
unto him all nations, and heapeth unto him all people : 

6 Shall not all these take up a parable against him, and a 
taunting proverb against him, and say, Woe to him that 
inoreaseth that which is not his ! how long? and to him that 
ladeth himself with thick clay I 

7 Shall they not rise up suddenly that shall bite thee, and 
awake that shall vex thee, and thou shalt be for booties unto 
them ? 

8 Because thou hast spoiled many nations, all the remnant 
of the ^ople shall spoil thee; because of men’s blood, and/or 
the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell 
therein. 

9 Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetousness to his 
house, that he may set his nest on high, that he may be 
delivered from the power of evil ! 

10 Thou hast consulted shame to thy house by cutting off 
many j^ple, and hast sinned against thy soul. 

11 For the stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam 
out of the timber shall answer it. 

12 Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, and 
stablisheth a-city by iniquity I 

18 Behold, is it not of the Loan of hosts that the people 
shall labour in the very fire, and the people shall weary them- 
selves for very vanity? 

14 For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the 
glory of the Loan, as the waters cover the sea. 

KABAI^KUK III. 

FMi tn Q<ida 

A LTHOUGH the ^-tree shall not blossom, neither shall 
fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, 
and the fields shall yield no meat ; the flock shall be cut off 
from the fitld, and imrei ehall be no.herd in the stalls : 

IB Yet I iriU rqjoioe in the Lobd, I vrUl jojr in the God of 
my salvation. 

19 The Lord *Gos it my strength, and he will make my 
fiset like feet, and he will m^e.me to walk upon mine 
high places. To the diief nnger on my stringed instruments. 


Banacnm avoir Haainmc m.— Believers possess the spirit 

of prayer and the grace of watohfitlaeas, and therefore they patiently 
hope and wait toe the answer ef their amplications. Blessings are 
pronounced on those who wait upon (he LM : — “ They shall renew 
their strength, they shall motmt up with winge as eagles, they 
run and not be weary, they ehall walk and iu>t ihint." God may 
delay the answer of prayer, and my eean to defer the flilfllment of 
his promise. But, at a enitable time, and at the last time, he never 
fails to answer the one, and to fhlfil the other. The heavoas and 
: earth may pass away — ^it is within the range of possibilities ; but 
i God’s word oan never fall to the ground — it u impossible, and inil* 

I nitely inconsistent with the immutable faithfulness of his nature. 

1 PRAYER. 

: acknowledge and adore thee, O Lord, in all thy gwat 

j and glorious prerogatives: as the God of creation, 

; having an undisputed right to the possession of all the crea- 
tures thou hast made ; as the God of providence, and there- 
fore exercising sovereign and irresistible control over thy vast 
dominions; and as the God of redemption, dis^nsing the 
blessings of thy salvation among the unmerited objects of thy 
love. 

As the God of providence, thou hast often spoken to us in 
the events which have passed over our he^s. We have 
reason to confess that we nave not been sufficiently impressed, 
when we have heard the voice of thy providence. Would to 
God we could have said with thy servant, O Lord, we have 
heard thy speech, and were afraid. May all of us ^ so im- 
pressed with the voice of thy providence, and the voice of thy 
Gospel, as to feel the most unfeigned and earnest desires for 
the advancement and growth of religion among the children of 
men. We would now pray, O Lord, revive thy works in the 
midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known ; in 
wrath which we deserve, 0 remember us in thy tender mercy 
and compassion, of which we are infinitely unworthy. Iiet the, 
glad tidings of salvation overspread the earth, and cause tlie 
inhabitants thereof to drink of the waters of s^vation. 

Thine essential glory, 0 Jesus, covers the heavens, and the 
earth is full of thy praise. Make thy mediatorial glory shine 
with great splendour among the kingdoms of the world, and 
may the whole earth resound with songs of praise, to the 
honour of thy great name. 

We adore thy justice, O Lord, in all the judgments with 
which the nations of the earth have been visited, as a whole- 
some and necessary chastisement for their sins. Before thee, 
at various times, went the pestilence, and burning coals went 
forth at thy feet. On various occasions, thou bast visited 
our land with pestilence and desolating judgments. May the 
remembrance of these calamities teach the inhabitants of our 
nation to stand in awe and sin not. 

O enable our dear children and servants to receive thee as 
their Saviour, Convince them, that if they die rejecting thee 
as a Saviour, thou wilt appear against them as a destroyer. 

Great Immanuel, thoju art the defender of thy Church, and 
thou haat punished those nations who have -pers^uted and 
afflicted thy people. In many instances thou didst inarch 
through these lands in indignation, thou didst thresh the 
heathen in anger. 

Lord, teach us all to prefer thy love before earthly posses- 
sions, and wen if we should be deprived of all our Cjorthly 
possessions,^ and if all our earthly hopes should be blasteUi 
may the language of our hearts be, We will rejoice in the 
Iiord, we will joy in the God of our salvation. 

We thank our God and Father in Christ for the mercies or 
another night, and that no plague has come near our dwelling. 
May we be enabled to testify this day that we are the followers 
of Christ. Preserve us firom every sin, and assist us in every 
duty- Hear our imperfect nupplioations, and forgive our sini^ 
for Jesus’ sake. Amen* 

TM. 


JPlI^-SECOl^i^ WBEK.— ^VSNllto. 


TITATCAfVtifl^ti AND BEOTHIRLY BJBPBOOF. 

N^r iiftiN w ’ . iTirftf. Maffdokn* un. 

I %KY Odfl, aooiy t my early lom, 

Xu moramg inoenio in thine house ; 

Ahd let my nightly Worship ridO 
BarOet as the erenihg saoriuoe. 

» 2 Vatoh o’er my lips, and guard them, Lord, 

From erery rash and heedless word ; 

Kor let my feet incline to tread 
The guilty path where sinners lead. 

3 0 may the righteous, when I stray. 

Smite, and reprore my wandering way : 

Their gentle words, like ointment spread. 

Shall never bruise, but cheer my head. 

WAvn^Ps. fil. 


i aoooimt. TW mmt ba 

i atonement, and nriHi thtiilioenie nfllM thw^rntlw 

i of mercies trill, in aaewet to the sul^pHontidas rf to praying Mints, 
.and down the richest blessings ftom above. Sye^ even to ke ear 
of God, is the mnsio of prayer, whm ketmtto tte month ore 
the Koilnine expressions of the heart. StroM Wth m G<^'e com- 
passion, flowing like a stream through the «toel <rf om Saviour^s 
righteousness, nerer Ms to draw out the soifl in ferrart prayers to 
the God of salvation, who sits upon to throne of gnoe, eror ready 
to receive his praying children and to answer their ipe^u^ts* 


PSALM CXLI. 

Proffinff to be heard. 

T ORD, I cry unto thee : make haste unto mo : give ear 
" unto my voice, when I cry unto thee. 

2 Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense ; and 
;he lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

3 Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth ; keep the door 
if my lips. 

4 Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to practise 
kicked works with men that work iniquity : and let me not 
sat of their dainties. 

6 Let the righteous smite me ; ii shall be a kindness : and 
et him reprove me ; it shall be an excellent oil, which shall 
lot break my head : for yet my prayer also shall be in their 
ialamitiDs. 

0 When their judges are overthrown in stony places, they 
ihall hear my words ; for they are sweet. 

7 Our boues are scattered at the grave’s mouth, as when 
me ctttteth and cleaveth wood upon the earth. 

8 But mine eyes are unto thee, O God the Lord : in thee 
I my trust ; leave not my soul destitute. 

9 Keep me from the snares which they have laid for me, 
ud the gins of the workers of iniquity. 

10 Let the wicked fall into their own nets, whilst that 1 
rithal escape. 

PSALM CXLIl. 

Comfort tn AffUclion, 

r CBliSD unto the Lord with my voice; with my voice 
^ unto the Lord did I make my supplication. 

2 1 poured out my complaint before him ; I showed before 
ira n^ trouble. 

8 When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then thou 
newest my pain. In the way wherein I walked have they 
rivily laid a snare for me. 

4 f looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no 
mn that would know me : refuge failed me ; no mau cared 

mj soul. 

5 1 cried unto thee, O Lord ; I said. Thou art my refuge 
nd my portion in the land of the living. 

6 Attend unto my cry ; for I am brouglit very low ; deliver 
le from my persecutonb ; for they are stronger than I. 

7 Bring my soul out of prison, that 1 may praise thy name : 
le rmhteouB shall compass roe about; for thou shalt deal 

with me. 


Bamsimoirs utON Psaucs oxli., oxm.— Sonctided afliction |s a 
)8t valuable insbnietor. It teaches the soul to dee to the bosom of 
»roy, and offer up those earnest supplioidions wh^h the Beater of 
syer most graciously accepts, and most readily answhrs. Ifoprayers, 
wever suitable, or humble, or earnest, can be aocm>ted on their own 
926 


: PBAYEE. 

O THOU, who art the confidence and the hope of thy people, 
we come unto thy gracious throne, in the 'name of our 
adorable High Priest, whose name is above every name. 

We bless thee for thine unmerited goodness in watching 
over us and preserving us through another day* hfay our 
assembling as a family around the domestic altar this evening 
i be the joyful and blessed prelude of our meeting before thy 
throne above, with the general assembly and Church of the 
first-born, to praise, adore, and enjoy thee through endless 
day. We have received this day, from the hand of thy pro- 
vidence, daily bread. O give us daily grace ! . 0 give us fhe 
l?r6ad of life 1 As we arc every day partaking of the bread of 
thy providence, every day may we partake of the bread of 
salvation, the true bread which cometh down from heaven— of 
which, if a man eat, he shall live through all eternity, beyond 
the slues. 

We bless thee, O Lord, for the numerous opportunities we 
enjoy of approaching the throne of grace. O let the prayers we 
present be suitable, believing, and fervent. O let the prayers 
we present be graciously answered. Give ear unto our voice 
when we cry unto thee. Through the merits of our Saviour’s 
righteousness let our prayer be set forth before thee as inoenBe, 
and the lifting up of our hands as the evening sacrifice. 

Preserve us, O Lord, from offending thee vfith our words. 
As we are so liable to offend in word, we pray for thy Spirit, 
that we may ever set a watch before our mouth, that we may 
keep the door of our lips. 

Preserve our dear children from the sins of the tongue, 0 
suffer' no cormpt communication to proceed out of their mouth* 
May their speech be employed through life in the service of 
Christ. May their tongue, which is the glory of their frame, 
be constantly employed in sounding his praise. 

Lord, we would surrender our hearts to thy maua^meiit 
and care. Let not our heart be inclined to any evil thing, or 
to practise wicked works with them that work iniquity. O 
make our hearts the temple of the Holy Ghost, and mav thev 
no longer remain the cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 
Expel, O Jesus, from our hearts, every vile and loathsome 
lust, and adorn and enrich them with every heavenly graoei 
Make us deeply sensible of our numerous blemishes and 
infirmities. When thy ministers deliver to us faitbful warnings, 
faithful reproofs, and affectionate counsels, 0 suffer ug nbt to 
reject them in the pride of our heayt, but with the Bsalnust 
may we say. Let the righteous smite me, it shall be a kind- 
ness ; and let him reprove me, it shall be an excellent oil, 
which shall not break my head. ^ 

O sanctify all our affliction ; and the more thb storms of 
affliction rage against us, the more vigorouslv mar we exeredse 
confidence in God, saying in the IsnguSge of inspiration, Thou 
art our portion and our reAige in thevlsnd of tn» living. O 
have on all thine aged and afflict^ followers. When 
their spirit is overwhdmed within them, may they lookvto the 
Book that is higher than tnin. 

Graciously hear our ci^ end fbrgive our siOi ftw Jvsmi sakoa 
Amen. 


Fim,WSCOjp 


OHmif A mJH, 

4firt ppon mf light, 

Wlu]^ n^rtpt m vender, I behold 
The iUrer xeoga end ihu^ of ipdd. 

9 Bui, n^hen I lee the iim arise, 

And poor his glories o*er the skies, 

In more stupiwdoiu forms I view 
Thy gfoateess and thy goodness too. 

S Thou Sun of suns, whose dassling light 
Tries and confounds an angel’s sight ! 

How shall I glance mind eye at thee 
^ In all thy vast immensity ? 

S. Stsnnktt. 

MALACHI III. 

r <?*»*<■* 

I will Bead my messenger, and he shall prepare 
the way befiire me: and the Loan, whom ye seek, shall 
suddenly oome to his temple, even the messenger of the 
oovenaat, whom ye delight in : behold, he shall come, saith 
the Loan of hosts. 

2 But who may abide the day of his coming? and who 
shall stand when .he appeareth ? for he u like a refiner’s fire, 
and hke .follers' sope : 

8 And he shall sit a* a refiner and purifier of silver : and 
Iw shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and 
silver, that they may ofier unto the Lord an offering in 
rigfateouaness. 

4 Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be 
pleaaant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in 
former years. 

6 And 1 will come near to you to judgment; and T will be 
a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adul- 
terers, and gainst false swearers, and against those that 
opiuresa the hireling in hit wages, the widow, and the father- 
less, and that turn aside the stranger fi-om his right, and fear 
not me, saith the Loan of hosts. 

6 For I am the Lord, I change not ; therefore ye sons of 
Jacob are not consumed. 

16 Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to 
another : and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book 
of remembrance was written before him for them that feared 
the Lord, and that thought upon his name. 

17 And they shall be mine, saith the- Lord of hosts, in that 
day when I make up my jewels ; and I will spare them, as a 
man spareth his own sou that serveth him. 

18 Then shdl ye return, and discern between the righteous 
and the wicked, between him that serveth Qod and him that 
seryeth him not. 

MALACHI IV. 

Ckrwt the Sun ef Rigkteoumeet. 

F ib, bdudd, the day cometn, that shall burn as an oven ; 

and oU the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be 
stubUet Msd the day that cometh shall bum them up, saith 
the lionn ofhoeti^ that it shall leave them neither root nor 
branch. * 

8, Bat Onto you that fear my name shall the Sun of right- 
conteohia iame with healing in his wings; and ye shall go 
for^, and frow up as calves of the stall. 

8 And ye ahall tread down the wicked ; for they shall be 
ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do 
thit, saith the Loan of hosts. 

4 Bemembeir ye the law of Moses my senrant, which I 
commanded mto hdm in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes 
and judgmciikis 

5 3Wnold, I will send you Blqah the prophet before the 
coming of the grert and dieadfol day of the Ijoed : 

6 And he shall turn tiie heart of me fatfaevs to the children^ 


^aud the heart of ehil^^ to their fathers^ lest I come and 
smite tiie earth^willl a citiias 

BBVLaotxOES crog VUl, m*, it .•^'Whit a gloriois prediotiony and 
80 oalonlated to straigthen the fidfli and animate the hopes of the 
Old Testament Oharbh--HaaaMly, the peophetio announoement of 
John the Baptist as God’s me ssenfsr» and the announoement of 
Jesus^ first as the great Jebotab, and seoondly as the great Hediator 
I and 08 the ICessenger of that ooyenant into whioh he entered with 
I the Father from eternal ages, and the oonditioas which ho came in 
the fiesh in thefrdnessof tixnatofiilQll Glory to Gh)d in the highest ! 
He has come and has honoured the second temnla wiUi bis penmnal 
presence, thus rendering it more glorious than tne first How striking 
and how pleasing, that, in Uie concluding lines of Old Testament 
^riptures, the great Messiah should appear before us os the Sun of 
righteousness! Let us seriously inquire, Has Jesus the Bun of 
righteousness risen on our souls ? Have the beams of his light 
entered into our understandings, and dispelled the dark olouds of 
spiritual night ? If ho has thus risen upon us on earth, we shall 
behold him in all tho glory of his unclouded brightness, for ever 
and ever, in heaven. Hallelujah I 


PRAYER. 

LORD our Gk>d, in the language of the blessed above^ we 
" desire, in humble dependence upon the Spirit’s gracious 
aid, to address thy throne: Holy, holy, holy. Lord Qod 
Almighty, the whole earth is full of thy glory. 0 what 
reason have we to bless thee for the riohes of thv grace, 
displayed in Jesus Christ. Olory to the God of all grace, 
that thou didst not spare thine only begotten Son, but gave 
him up to the death for us ail. Glory to Qoi the Son 
that he spared not himself, but cheerfully became a sin* 
oflering for us, that Yfe might be made the righteousness of 
God in him. For all thy gifts we praise thee, Father of 
mercies ; but above all we would thank thee for thine 

SPSAKABLK OlITT. 

Praise to our God, that, in the fulness of timOy John the 
Baptist, the messenger and forerunner of the Saviour, appeared, 
to prepare the way before the great Immanuel ; and that Jestu, 
agreeably to Old Testament prophecies, suddenly appeared in 
his temple. O deliver the Jewish nation from the veil of 
prejudice and unbelief with which their minds ore overspread, 
and convince them, by thy Spirit, that the Messiah whom 
they seek, and for whom they wait, has actually come to his 
temple, has actually suffered ou Calvary, and has actually 
ascended to heaven, where he now fills his mediatorial throne. 
O convince them of this glorious truth then shall the offer- 
ing of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in 
the days of old, and as in former yeai*s. 

O Lord, have mercy on all thy professed ministers, who 
labour in thy sanctuary. Fulfil in their experience the follow- 
ing promise: And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver ; and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purae them 
as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord au 
offering in righteousness. 

O Lord, increase the number of those who fear thee, and who 
call on thy name. May a spirit of prajrer, and a delight in the 
fellowship of the saints, be more extensively di^ed. We blew 
thee for the encouraging thin« thou hast said of those who 
fear the Lord, and who speak often one to another qu the gre^ 
realities of God, of salvation, and of immortality. 

Lord, make our children thine ; give the fpirit oj 
believing^ earnest prayer i and on the great day qfiudgment 
may they be found among thy jewels^ and shine in the modem 
of Jesus as stars for ever and even 

We thank our God for the renewed tokens of thy kindness 
daring the past night; and graciously guide, pxot^, and 
bless us this day. Hesr our prayers, forgive our sins, and 
save our souls, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


SlPtr-SECOND WEBK.---SATlJ»DAt ETENINa^ 


QIUOS ABOVX AICHS8. 

0 %^. 1 n«« 

1 IIAPPIT the city, where their sons 

Like pillers round a palace set, 

! And daughters bright as polished stones, 

Give strength and beauty to the state. 

2 Happy the country, where the sheqp, 

Cattle and com have large increase ; 

Where men securely work or sleep, 

Nor sons of plunder break the pe^. 

3 Happy the nation thus endowed, 

But more divinely blest are those 
On whom the all-sufficient God 
Himself with all his grace bestows. 

^ Watts, JP#. 144, p , ///. 

PSALM CXLIII. 

£aimat Prayen. 

i^AUSE me to hear thy loving-kindness in the morning; 
^ for in thee do I trust ; cause me to know the way wherein 
I should walk ; for I lift up my soul unto thee. 

9 Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies; I flee unto 
thee to hide me. 

10 Teach me to do thy will ; for thou art my God : thy 
spirit it good ; lead me into the land of uprightness. 

11 Quicken me, O Lord, for thy name^a sake: for thy 
righteousness^ sake bring my soul out of trouble. 

12 And of thy mercy cut off mine enemies, and destroy all 
them that afflict my soul : for I am thy servant. 

PSALM CXLIV. 

Praiaing Qod for Mercy. 

B lessed be the lord my strength, which teacbeth my 
hands to war, and my Angers to fight : 

2 My goodness, and my fortress ; my liigh tower, and my 
deliverer; my shield, and he in whom I trust ; who subdueth 
my people under me. 

* 3 IioRD, what it man, that thou takest knowledge of him I 
or the son of man, that thou makes t account of him I 
4 Man is like to vanity: his days are as a shadow that 
passeth away. 

5 Bow thy heavens, 0 Lord, and come down : touch the 
mountains, and they shall smoke. 

6 Cast forth lightning, and scatter them : shoot out thine 
arrows, and destroy them. 

7 Send thine hand from above; rid me, and deliver roe out 
of great waters, from the hand of strange children ; 

8 Whose mouth speaketh vanity, and their right hand it a 
right hand of falsehood. 

9 1 will sing a new song unto thee, O God : upon a psaltery 
and an instrument of ten strings will I sing praises unto thee. 

10 It it he that giveth salvation unto kings : who delivereth 
David his servant from the hurtful sword. 

11 Bid me, and deliver me from the hand of strange chil- 
dren, whose mouth speaketh vanity, and their right hand a 
right hand of falsehood : 

12 That our sons may be as plants grown up in their vouth ; 
that our daughters may be as corner-stones, polished qfter the 
similitude of a palace : 

13 That our gamers may be full, affording all manner of 
store: that our sheep may bring forth thousands and ten 
thousands in our streets : 

14 That our oxen may be strong to labour ; that there be 
no breaking in, nor going out ; that there be no complaining, 
in our sire^. 

16 Happy tt that people that is in such a case : yea, happy 
^ it that people, whose God it the Lord. 


BxvLBonoifs UPOK oxLin., oxuv. — ^Those days are blessed 

dajrs which are begun with prayer and ended with prayer. Su^ 
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days are irradiated by the smiles of cur Ood and Father 
By a lifb of believing prayer, the meditatiens and hopes are devatod 
to heaven as a pleasing evidence that the soul at last shall reach th% 
celestial abodes of portion, purity, and bliss. Kuinorous, powesflih 
and malicious, are the enemies 6i the children pf Ood. But no 
enemies can really injure them, for they are, hid in the bosom of 
j Jehovah*s love, and encircled by the arms of his gracious omnipoteooe. 

I Great are the privileges of the sons of God. As children in die time 
I of danger flee to their parents for protection, beUevers flee to Jesus 
! during the storms of temptation, persecution, and affliothm, and they 
; And him to be ** an hiding place from the wind, and the shadow of a 
I great rock in a weary land.” In what animating, glowing straittb 
the Psalmist speaks and sings of God as his GK)d and his All I Ifoy 
wo bo filled with his spirit and exclaim, Jesus is my All and in 
All!” Amen. 

PRAYER. 

piOD the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the uncreated.. 

Jehovah, we thank thee that thou hast graciously pre- 
served us during another day, and that we are penpitted, at 
the close of another week and another year, to prostrate our« 
selves before thee. 

Lord, we present, at the feet of thy mercy, the tribute of 
our thanks ; and though infinitely unworthy, we plead for the 
renewal of thy kindness during the night, and for the con- 
tinuance of thy care during the remainder of our liveS) On the , 
morning of the approaching Sabbath, may we awake in safpty 
and in peace, feeling our minds elevated with holy thankfulness 
and joy, with the near prospect of entering into thy sanctuary, 
to hear the words of eternal life, and to proclaim with our lips 
and our hearts the praises of God and the Lamb. 

O Jesus, we acknowledge thee as the captain of our salm- 
tion. Teach us valiantly to fight thy battles. Teach our 
hands to war and our fingers to fight. May we be strong, 
and do exploits in the service of our God. 

0 make our dear children the soldiers of Jesus ; and by 
his spirit may they begin fiow to encounter the enemies of 
their souls, and obtain over them the most encouraging cic- 
tories. At last, may they receive in heaven the conqueror^ s 
pahn^ and sing the conqueror^ s song. 

Enable each of us, in the language of the Psalmist, thus to 
acknowledge our God and our Saviour : Thou art our good- 
ness and our fortress; our high tower, and our deliverer; our 
shield, and be in whom we trust. Be the shield and the 
comforter of aged saints. O graciously protect them with the 
wings of thy gracious providence, till the storms of life are 
past ; and wlien their present life of weakness and suffering 
comes to a close, may they be sftfely and triumphantly ad- 
mitted into the haven of celestial and eternal rest. When 
taking an endless farewell of all terrestrial things, may they 
sing, in the language of believing confidence and joy, We 
have fought the good fight, we have finished our course, we 
have kept the faith ; henceforth there is laid up fbr im a otiwn 
of righteousness, which God the righteous Judge will give unto 
us at that day ; and not unto us only, but unto all them who 
love his appearing. 

We would look with interest on oiir nation, aCd thus pray 
for the rising race, the hopes of our land and of our Ohuroh : 
May our sons be as plants grown up in their youth, and 
our daughters as corner-stones, polished after the similitude 
of a palace. May our fields not only bring forth abun- 
dantly, and our garners be filled with plenty; but may 
the Gospel have free course and be glormed. May Jesim 
reign in every family — ^in every heart ; and may our rulers, 
our ministers, and all the people, be' houkrss to tbi 
Ijord. 

O hear us, for our Saviour’s iake. And may the grace cl 
the liord Jesus Christ be with us all. Ameu* 


ANi) DAi.«~SAB£ATH HOftNlNO. 


CM. 


W% 4toownm » ^ 

, ‘ ^ mUL dr«mk msm. 

^ ^ maittoty of thy graces 

^ My Oad; my Wv^y Zing ; 
let to age fliy righmouBness 
Xn toitnds of glnry liog. 

2 God reigiiB oa lugh> l)ut not oondnes 
His goodnoM to tha skies ; 

Thronj^ the whole narth his bounty shinesi 
And every want supplies. 

a How kind are &y eompassbns, Loxd! 

How slow thine anger moves ! 

But soon ho sends his pardoning word 
To cheer the souls he loves. 

4 Creatures, with all their endless race, 

Thy power and praise proclaim ; 

But saints that taste thy richer grace 
DeHght to bless thy name. 

WATxa, Pa, 146, p. i/. 

PSALM CXLV. 

I * (lfod*i Cheainm and Ooodneaa, 

T WILL extol thee, my God, O King ; and I will bless thy 
• name for ever and ever. 

2 Every day will T bless thee; and I will praise thy name 
for ever and ever. 

8 Great is the Loan, and greatly to be praised ; and his 
grdatness is unsearchable. 

4 One generation shall praise thy works to another, and 
shall declare thy mighty acts. 

6 I will speak of the glorious honour of thy majesty, and 
of thy wondrous works. 

6 And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts : 
and I will declare thy greatness. 

7 They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy great 
goodness, and shall sing of thy righteousness. 

8 The Loan is gracious, and full of oompassiou ; slow to 
anger, and of great mercy. 

9 The Lord is good to all : and his tender mercies are over 
all his works. 

10 All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord ; and thy saints 

shall bless thee. ^ 

11 They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk 
of thy power; 

12 To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, 
and the glorious majesty of his kingdom. 

18 Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy do- 
minion endvretA throughout all generations. 

14 The liORD npholdeth all that fall, and saiseth up all those 
that be bowed down. 

16 The ^es of all wait upon thee; and thou givest them 
their meat in due season. 

16 Thou oimnest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of 
every living thing. 

17 The Lord tt righteous in all his ways, and holy in all 
his works. 

18 The , Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to 
all that odd uikm him in truth. 

19 He wiU {hUl the desire of them that fear him : he also 
will hear their cry, and will save them. 

20 The liOED preserveth all them that bve him : but all 
the wicked will he deatxxqr. 

21 My motlth shall spi^ the praise ot the Lord : and let 
ail flesh bless his hdly name for ever and ever. 


Itarnaoizoiis vsov Psixac caa.Y.~In saving ftith these is s^neihing 
delightfully appropriating. In the exennse of this graoe the believer 


saysf '^0hrist is siiii% he is eiy Zing, ho is my Saviour, he is 
Qod.^' Thus Thomas exdaimd ymm he was delivered from tho 
paralysis of his unbelief, end beheld his risen Loxd befbre his eyes» 
Lord, and God.'’ True reUgion is regular and constant as 
return of day. And as no di^ passes without the continued 
displays of mercies, the true oelieTer is resolved that no day 
shmlpass without his expressions of thanksgtviiig and praise. God’s 
benevolence shines in the provision made for our ^por^ necessitieiL 
but more especially in the most munifioent provision for our spirituid 
wants in the Goapd of hia Son. 


PRAYER. 

A DORABLE and blessed Jehovah, thou art infinitely glo- 
rious in thy majesty and power, but thy glory shines with 
peculiar splendour and loveliness in thy mercy and in thy 
Iprace. We come before thee in the name of him whose name 
is as ointment poured forth — even Jesus, whose name fills the 
heavens with blessedness, joy, and praise. 

We thank thee for the enjoyment of thy providential and 
paternal care during the past night, and wc thank thee that we 
are permitted to open our eyes on the light of another Sabbath, 
that blessed day which is the harbinger of a glorious day, 
which will last through the countless ages of eternity, illumi- 
nated by the unveiled glory of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. This day may thy Spirit be eminently poured out on 
all the ministers of Christ, on all the instructors of the rising 
race, and on all the congregations of thy people. In thy 
sanctuary, may thy ministers speak, with holy earnestness and 
eflect, of the glorious honour of thy majesty, and of thy won- 
drous works. O may they abundantly utter the memory of thy 
great goodness, in making from all eternity a provision for our 
ruined race. May the righteousness of Christ, in all its .parts 
and in all its properties, be held up before the minds of moh; 
and may multitudes be persuaded by thy Holy Spirit to receive 
Jesus as the Lord their righteousness. May the mercy, com- 
passion, and grace of God, as they are manifested in Christ, 
be faithfully unfolded before the minds of men, that multitudes 
may feel themselves sweetly constrained to flee for salvation 
to the arms of a redeeming God. 

Have mercy on the hardened and unconvinced, who are, 
alas I slumbering unconcerned upon the brink of eternal woe 1 
Impress these words upon their consciences ; The Lord pre- 
serveth all those who love him ; but all the wicked will he 
destroy. 

Show compassion to those whoso eyes are opened to see 
their sinfulness, guilt, and danger, and who, in the midst of 
their alarm, are ready to fear that they shsdl be excluded from 
mercy and salvation. 0 apply to their heart these consoling 
expressions, and may they prove as heavenly balm to tlieii 
wounded spirits : The Lord is gracious, and full of compas- 
sion; slow to anger, and of peat mercy. The Lord is good 
to all ; and his tender mercies are over all his works. May 
these encouraging declarations inspire them with holy confi 
deuce to fall down at the feet of Jesus, who will never cast 
out the humble penitent who seeks salvation through his 
blood. 

O Lord, we pray that our dear children may be made 
monuments of thy mercy. In them may that promise be illus- 
trated, One generation shall praise thy works unto another, 
and shall declare thy mighty acts. 

We thank our God for all the goodness which has passed 
before us duri^ the past year. O may all of us, and' all our 
friends, meet in the heavenly world, to sing the praises of 
Ghod and the Lamb, for ever and ever. 

Hear our prayers^ and forgive our sins, for Jesus’ sake^ 
Axnen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 
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THKBB HUNDRED AND SIICTY-PIFTH DATT,— SABBATH IVJININU 


FEAliB TO QOD FOE H18 GOODNESS. 
B s tf inas. /odboti’i. Atmi^enag^, 

I T 'IX praise my Maker with my breath ; 
Aeq when my Toioe is lost in death. 
Praise shall employ my nobler powers : 
My days of praise shall n< 'er be past, 

While life, and thought, and being last, 

Or immortality endures. 

3 Why should 1 moke a man my trust ? 
Prinoes must die and turn to dust ; 

Tain is the help of flesh and blood : 

Their breath depths, their pomp and power 
And thoughts, all vanish in an hour, 

Nor oan they make their promise good. 

3 Happy the man whose hopes relv 
On Israers God ; ho made the sky. 

And earth and seas, with rdl their train : 
His truth for over stands secure ; 

He saves the oppressed, he feeds the poor, 
And none shall And his promise vain. 


PSALM CXLVI. 

Rttclvmg to prom Ood* 

T>RAISE ye the Lord. Praise ye the Lord, O my soul, 

2 While I live will I praise the Lord ; I will sing praises 
unto my God while I have any being. 

8 Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in 
whom there is no help. 

4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in 
that very day his thoughts perish. 

6 Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, 
whose hope is in tlie Lord his God : 

6 Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that 
therein is which keepeth truth for ever : 

7 Which executoth judgment for the oppressed ; which 
giveth food to the hungry. The Lord looseth the prisoners : 

8 The Lord openetli the eyes of the blind ; the Lord roiseth 
them that are bowed down : the Lord loveth the righteous : 

0 The Lord preserveth the strangers ; he relieveth the 
fatherless and widow : but the way of the wicked he turneth 
upside down. 

10 The Lord shall reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion, 
unto all generations. Praise ye the Lord. 

PSALM CXLVII. 

Qod worthy to be pramd, * 

T3BAISE ye the Lord : for it is good to sing praises unto 
our God ; for it is pleasant ; and praise is comely. 

2 The Lord doth build up Jerusalem: he gathcreth to- 
gether the outcasts of Israel. 

8 He healeth the broken iu heart, and hindeth up their 
wounds. 

4 He telleth the number of the stars ; he callctli them all 
by their names. 

5 Greet is our Lord, and of great power : his understand- 
ing is inhnite. 

6 The Lord lifteth up the meek : he casteth the wicked 
down to the ground. 

ij^LifiOTioNs uroN PsALics GRLvi., CXLVII. — There is no music in 
praise acceptable and ploosiim to God unlesa the heart is tuned by 
the influences of the Holy Spirit. Melody of voice ought to be 
studied and etiltivated ; but above all, melody of soul. It is only the 
believer who truly lives. They who are in nature’s darkness, ai*e 
dead while they Hve.^ !I^e believer has grace in his soul; a vital, a 
Divine principle, whioh is constantly springing up into life etenial, 
and which raiders all his religious exercises liviim lacriflces and 
living services, holy and acceptable unto God. Thousandi hove 
trusted in earthly princes, and have been deceived: but none were 
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1 . ever disappoint^ who trusted in Jmth ^ 

laue. iMth. ''0 Jesus, by the grace of vthy Spirit, I IW teurt in Ihee idone, the 

Prince of peace, the Prince of the kiiwi of UieOarth.” We oannot 
* conceive the transcendent greatness of ttie privileges of the redeemed 

of God; they can call God their’s, Gie strong of th^ heart and 
their portion for ever ; they ore interested in all the Divine perfee^ 
tions ; God’s wisdom is their guide, his power is their defence, and 
his love the boundless storehouse which supplies them with every 
blessing. 

PBAYEE. 

jv'or ^ THOU who art the infinitely gloriious imd bleeaed J ehovah, 

^ thou art great and of great power ; thine understanding is 
infinite. Thou art as gracious and merciful as thou art great ; 
for thou healest the broken in heart, and bindest up their 
wounds. While thou telleat the number of the stars, and 
^ • callest them all by name, thou liftest up the meek, and oastest 

the wicked, who seek their injury, down to the ground. We 
adore thee as the mighty Creator, who made the havens and the 
WAm, Pi, 140 . earth, the sea, and idl that therein is. O hasten that day when 
the millennial glory shall arrive, when there will, spiritually 
considered, be new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness. Thou art a true God, true to thy purposep, to 
O my soul. thy promises, and to thy threatenings. O encourage us to rely 

ill sing praises upon thy promises, which are unchanging like thyself ; for 

thou keepest truth for ever. 

on of man, iu We thank thee for all the mercies we have received, and for 
all the comforts we have this day enjoyed. We praise thee that 
his earth ; in thou hast fed the hungry soul with the bread of life, and that 
thou hast comforted thy people in the sanctuary with the ex- 
for his help, quisite delights arising from the smiles of thy countenance and 
the communications of thy grace. We thank thee, 0 God of 
and all that salvation, for all the prisoners whom thou hast loosed from 


Satan's galling chains. If any now before thee have been 
liberated from the thraldom of that powerful foe this day, or in 
some former period, to thee we present the joyful tribute of 
our thanksgiving ; for thy mercy endureth for ever. Blessed 
Je^us, we jiraise thee for opening the eyes of the spiritually 
blind, and for enabling them to see their owfi wants and!* thy 
fulness, their own diseases and thy skill, their own guilt apd 
thy righteousness, their own pollution and thy purifying 
spirit, and their own helplessness and thy strength. 

We thank thee for raising those that were bowed down 
under a sense of guilt or a fear of wrath, and for enabling 
them to obtain such a sight of thy compassion and love, as to 
cast themselves with holy confidence into the arms of r^eem- 
ing mercy. ' 

Lord, impress the minds cf our dear children wUh the truths 
of the Gospel which they may have either read in private or 
heard in public this day. O make them bright ornamei^ti of 
the Christian charactei\ and distinguished servants qf Jesus 
Christ. 

We thank thee, O God of ordinances, for all the mercies, 
temporal and spiritual, we have enjoyed during the past year, 
and for the numerous occasions we have enjoyed of hearing 
the voice and invitations of mercy in thy public courts. We 
praise thee for the assistance thoulbast given, to our minister 
in his public labours, and for the success whi(^ has attewed 
his efforts. 0 have mercy on those to whom thy word has 
been preached in vain. Lord, pluck them as brands out of 
the burning. 

May our servants be enlightened in the knowledge cf Christ : 
and when they vnay be biwed down with sfUcHon, may Qod 
mercifully raise thm V « . 

Into thy hands we commend ourselves this night; and we 
implore an answer to our prayers, and the pardon of our sins, 
for Jesus' sake. Amen, 

Our Father which art in heaven, kc. 


latATp mE^-ifoKPAY mtama. 


PMISS. 

^ hi&KTpa, ttod wtOif $xA 
And offer notee dltine 
To^ur OreaWs praite: 
xe holy throto 

Of aagwhxi^t, 

In World! of %ht, 

Bogin the Bong/ 

2 Thon eon with daxzling ravB^ 
And moon that roloB ihe night, 
Shine to yonr Maker’s praise, 
'With stairs of twinkling light ; 
Qis power declare, 

Te floods on higk 
And clouds that fly 


In empty air. 


Watw, P$. us. 


PSALM CXLVII. 

Unspeahahh JBUttinga. 

OING unto the Lord with thanksgiving ; sing praise upon 
^ the harp unto our God : 

8 Who^covereth the heaven with clouds, who jprepareth rain 
for the earth, who maketh grass to grow upon the mountains. 

9 He giveth to the beast his food, and to the young ravens 
whiclf cry. 

10 He delighteth not in the strength of the horse: he 
taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man. 

11 The Lord taketh pleasure in them that car him, in 
those that hope in his mercy. 

12 Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem ; praise thy God, O Zion. 
18 For he hath strengthened the bars of thy gates ; he hath 

Uessed thy children within thee. 

14 He maketh peace in thy borders, and filleth thee with 
the finest of the wheat. 

15 He sendeth forth his commandment upon earth: his 
word runneth very swiftly. 

16 He giveth snow like wool : he scattercth the hoar-frost 

like ashes. 

17 He casteth forth bis ice like morsels : who can stand 
before his cold ? 

18 He sendeth out his word, and melteth them : he causeth 
his wind to blow, and the waters flow. 

19 He sheweth his word unto Jacob, his statutes and his 
judgments unto Israel. 

He hath not dealt so with any nation : and as for his \ 
judgments, they have not known them. Praise ye the Lord. 

PSALM CXLVIIL 

Praite. 

P RAISE ye the Lord. Praise ye the Lord from the 
heaVeni : praise him in the heights. 

2 ^Muse ye him, all hit angels : praise ye him, all his hosts. 

' 8 Praise ye him, sun and moon ; praise him, ail ye stars of 
light. 

4 Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waten that be 
above the heavens. 

6 Let them praiae the name of the Lord : for he oom- 
mapded, and they were created. 

6 He hath also stablished them for ever and ever : he hath 
made a decree which shall not paas. . 

Banaouaitaimir Psaui ou.vn.,cxi.vin.-'BlesBed are they who are 
taught by the Spirit to' make the God of salvatiou the olgeot of their 
love and the soneet sf their praise. All God’s works proclaim his 
glory, even the uouds, the rain, the flowing streams, the maa upon 
the mountains, the btsats of the fleld, and the winged tr^ of the 
fdr, whpe voice he Irian, and whose wants he never fldla to scmly. 
Unspridiehly great are the privileges of the ohiUhsn of God. onoy 
oved wim an everlasmig love. They an tiie oljeOts of the 


del^t of Jeans, who omdesoends to take delight in their persons,* 
Iheir graoes, their servioea, their attainmenta, am theh faUowahip. 
'WbnderM is the maniftstaSen of Ch>d's agency in the elemmi* , m 
the warmth of atunmer, in the vivil^dng imaenoe of spring, in the 
rirtility of autumn, and in Gie odd <h wmter. l''ar more wonderful 
the display of his gtmons rawer in oonneotien with his Gospel. 
This he mokes the wisdom of GpA and the^wer of God to them 
who believe. Great are the privOeges which God has conferred 
upon our land. But the Gospel which he has given us exceed them 
all, more than the light of the sun exceeds the feeble light of the twiiA* 
ling stare. Bo we feel the olaima of the God of moe fer our love, 
obedience, homage, adoration, and praise? Invaiaable a praising 
j frame, a soul in tune to celebrate the wondetM greatness, the 
I boundless attributes of the Triune Jehovah. Snob a fi«me assimilatea 
to angels and prepares for the joys of heaven, where the Sun of glory 
ever shines and never sets. Hallelujah ! 

PRAYER. 

9 LORD, we rejoice that it is no vain thing to ^w near 
unto thee in prayer. No humble, believing, penitent sup- 
pliant ever sought thy face in vain. On many occasions, thou 
hast prevented thy petitioners with blessings, and hast an- 
swered their prayers while their petitions were in their mouths. 

We rejoice that thou art mercifUl and gracioua, and that 
thou hast invited the weary and heavy laden to come unto 
thee, to be refreshed with the blessings of thy goodness. This 
morning may we experience the rel^hing| iMuence of thy 
grace descending on our souls, like the reviving showers whim 
fall upon the mown grass. We thank our heavenly Father for 
thy mercy during the last night, and the past year, which has 
nearly revolved over our beads, and which will in a few hours 
be swallowed up in the ocean of a vast eternity. While thou- 
sands who began the year with us are now the inhabitants of 
an eternal world, we, in the abundance of thy grace, 'aro spared 
in the land of hope, and where the goapel-trunmet still pours 
forth the joyful accents of redeeming love. O what reaaou 
have we to exclaim. Give thanks unto the Lord, for be is 
good ; for his mercy endureth for ever I 
If any of our relatives have been removed from us by death 
during the past revolving year, O sanctify to us the bereaving 
event ; and may these solemn dispensations arouse us to flee 
to Jesus, our only refuge, that when the time of our departure 
comes, we may be found prepared for the coming of our Lord, 
and having our lamps burning. 

S^are the Uvea of our dear children to a good old age. But 
if any of them should die in early Ife, or even before the ap- 
proaching year cornea to a close, may early death be early 
glory; and may they fall asleep in the arms qf Jesus, with the 
assured hopes of a glorious immortality. 

Bless the word we have now been privileged to read. Great 
were the advantages conferred on ancient Israel, but far greater 
the privileges conferred on our land, on our nation, and our 
church. 

As a nation, thou hast strengthened the bars of our gates, 
and blessed our children within us. Thou hast sorronnded tu 
by the waters of the great deep, and hast long preserved us from 
the invasion of hostile bauds, and art still continuing to render 
us powerful among the kingdoms of the world. Above all, 
thou hast given us thy Gospel, the ordinances of tlw grace, 
thy ministers, thy day, thy word, thy atatutea, thy Judppments. 
O when we consider how richly we epjoy these privileges, 
which are not so extensively enjoyed by other lands where 
even thy Gospel is preached, what reason bare we to exclaim 
in aocenta of joyM praiae, Thou hast not dealt so with any 
nation; and as for thy calamitous judgments we have not 
known them; praise ye the Lord. 

Graeioualy assist ua in aU the duties of this day, hear the 
voice of our oupplieatioiis, and forgive our sins, for our dear 
Redeemer’s sake. Amen. 

CAfl • ra 


UBAP YBAE.— MONDAY EVBNIKG. 


Pdl Street. SydenKam. c, K. 

1 TK God’R ovra house pronounce his praise, 

^ Hie grace he there reveals ; 

To heaven your joy and wonder raise, 
lor there his glory dwells, 
g Let all your sacred passions more, 

While you rehearse his deeds ; 

But the great work of saving love 
• Your highest praise exce^. 

3 ill that have motion, life, and breath, 

Proclaim your Maker blest ; 

Yet when my voice expires in death, 

My soul shall praise him best. Watw, Pe. 150. 

Univertal Praite. 

P UAISE the Loud from the earth, ye dragons and all 
deeps : 

8 Fire, and had; snow, and vapours ; stormy wind fulfilling 
his word : 

9 Mountains, and all hills j fruitful trees, and all cedars ; 
10 Beasts, and all cattle j creeping things, and flying fowl : 
11 yings of the earth, and all people; princes, and all 

judges of the earth ; , , -n 

12 Both young men, and maidens; old men, and children: 
18 Let tliem praise th’e name of the Loan : for his name 
alone is excellent; his glory m above the earth and heaven. 

14 He also exalteth the horn of his people, the praise of all 
his saints ; even of the children of Israel, a people near unto 
him. 'Praiae ye the Loan. 

PSALM CXLIX. 

Oi>d*i Love. 

P RAISE ye the Loeb. Sing unto the Lord a new song, 
and his praise in the congregation of saints. 

2 Let Israel rejoice in him that made him : Let the chiL 
dren of Zion be joyful in their King. 

8 Let them praise his name in the dance : let them sing 
praises unto him with the timbrel and harp. 

4 For the Lord taketh pleasure in his people : he will 
beautify the meek with salvation. 

6 Let the saints be joyful in glory ; let them sing aloud 
upon their beds. 

6 Lei the high praises of Ood be in their mouth, and a 
twoedged sword in their hand ; 

7 To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments 
upon the people ; * 

8 To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with 
fetters of iron ; 

9 To execute upon them the iudgment written : this honour 
have all his saints. Praise ye the Lord 

PSALM CL. 

Praite. 

P RAISE ye the Lord. Praise Ood in his sanctuary : praise 
him in the firmament of bis power. 

2 l^se him for his mighty acts : praise him according to 
his excellent greatness. 

8 Praise him with the sound of the trumpet : praise him 
with the psaltery and harp. 

4 Praise him with the timbrel and dance : praise him with 
string instruments and organs. 

6 Praise him upon the loud cymbals : praise him upon the 
high sounding cymbals. 

6 Let every thing that hath breath praiae the Lord. Praise 
ve the Lord. 

RsvLXiixzoirs xrroK Psaxm cxlviu., oxiarx., cL.^God’8 woiks reflect 
his gloi^, and passively proclaim his praise. Even irrational tribes, 
the vatious elements, and the innumerable products of the vegetable 
creation, from the lowly violet to the loffy pedar, serve tl^ end of 
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their existence. But, alas! uniegeumte man is wotm 
in the universe of Ghid. He is the enemy of his Ckeator, and employs 
his fbonlties and powers in didxonouring the home of Him in whom 
he lives, moves, and has fak heingl 0 mav a regenerating ohmige 
be eflboted jn our hearts by the irresistihle power of the IMvi^ 
SpiritI Then the name of QkA will appear before os in all its cap- 
tivating exoeUenoe. Then we will rqoioe in the person, the right- 
eousness, the intercession, and offices of Ohrisl. Then we will 
rejoice in his government, in his sceptre, and in hia laws* « Ho we 
t^e pleasure in Jesus? Then he takes pleasure in us. Dowetake 
pleasure in the voice of his Gospel ? Then he takes pleasure in the 
voice of our prayers, our thanksgiving, and our prjuse. Ungodly 
princes who die impenitent shall perw in etemal i^Ommy ; but 
imperishable, unfadmg honours await the followers of Christ, how- 
ever mean tibeir circumstances here below, and however much they 
may be trodden under foot, and despised by the great and mighty of 
this world. How animating, how glorious the proiqpeots of the ro; 
deemed beyond the grave ! In a very little while may shall unite wi& 
angels in the sweet, melodious songs of heaven, where their suu shall 
no more go down, and the days of their mourning shall be ended. 


PRAYER. 

I N approaching thy throne, O God of salvation, we would 
supplicate from thec a spirit of grace and Bupplication. In 
presenting our petitions we would remember that thou art 
enthroned in heaven, amid all the glories of thine uncreated 
majesty, and constantly receiving the refined and znelpdious 
praises of angels, and the spirits of just men made perfect. 
We bless thee that thou condescendest to hear the adoration, 
prayers, and praises, of thy humble and feeble worshippers 
here below. We confess our infinite uuworthiness, but rejoice 
that, through the righteousness of our divine Immanuel,, we 
can obtain the acceptance of our persons, and the answer of 
our prayers. 

Lord, we are sinners ; we have incurred thy displeaaurc ; we 
have exposed ourselves to thy wrath ,* we have often sinned 
deliberately and presumptuously ; and we have sinned against 
light, against love, and against the most distinguished privi- 
leges. We desire to lie down low and humble, and penitent, 
at ,the foot of mercy, and at the foot of the cross of Christ. O 
give us faith to look upon his atoning sacrifice for deliverance 
from the guilt of all our sins; O give us faith to wash in the 
fountain opened for sin and uncleanness. 

We humbly supplicate the blessings of the Divine Spirit on 
the solemn ordinance in which we are engaged, and on the 
animating words we have now read. 

We rejoice that thou art glorified, O Lord, by all thy 
works. Even dragons and all deeps, fire and hail, snow 
and vapour, mountains and all fruitful trees and all 
cedars, beasts and all cattle, and creeping things and flying 
fowl, bring to thy perfections a revenue of glory. Holy 
Spirit, teach us to glorify and praise the name of the Lord. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, that thy name is excellent, and 
that thy glory is far above the earth and the heavens. Ex- 
cellent is thy name as the Creator of all things, and as the 
moral and the mighty ^Governor of the universe; but thy 
name, 0 Jesus, is peculiarly excellent as the Ood of salvation, 
and as the deliverer of thy church and people. 

Lord, f^ive our dear children ihy* grace. Now they are in 
the most joyful period qf their liveSj 0 teach them to rejoice 
in him that made them; and may they join the children qf 
Zion, and be joyful in their Saviour and King. 

Lord, we are pilgrims and strangers on earth, surrounded 
by numerous enemies : 0 defend us from our enemies. We 
are exposed to many dangers; graciously preserve us : and in 
thine arms mav we oonriantfy r^Kise. , And when this life 
comes to an eno, inay we reat in heaven with thee at last. 

Accept of UB in Cnriat. Amen. And may tiie grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ be with us, and all the peo]^ of 6o4, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 


APPENDIX. 


fmt Jaj! gf % 


BBOBTNlfiSS OF TIME. 

JCenmmgtim. P$nrUh. Bath Chapel Follett, n. «. 

1 ^IME 1 what an empty vapour ^tie ! 

^ And days how swift they are ! 

Swift aa an Indian arrow flies, 

Or like a shooting star. * 

2 The present moments just appear, 

Then slide away in haste. 

That we can never say, They're here, 

But only say, They*re past. 

8 Our life is ever on the wing, 

And death is ever nigh ; 

The moment when oiir lives begin 
We all begin to die. 

4 Yet, mighty God, our fleeting days 
Thy lasting favours share. 

Yet with the bounties of thy grace 
Thou loadest the rolling year. 

6 'Tis sovereign mercy flnds us food, 

And we are clothed with love ; 

While grace stands pointing out the road 
That leads our souls above. 

6 His goodness runs an endless round ; 

AU glory to the Lord : 

' His mercy never knows a bound, 

And be his name adored ! 

7 Thus wo begin the lasting song, 

And when we close our eyes. 

Let the next age thy praise prolong 
Till time and nature dies. 

Watts, * 18 , if. //. 

Reap Psalm xc. 

‘ PRAYER. 

O THOU blessed Object of prayer, adoration, and praise, we 
draw near to thy sacred and gracious throne, at the close 
of another year, and we prostrate ourselves at thy footstool in 
the name of Jesus, our Advocate and Redeemer. With thee 
there is no revolution of time, for one day is with thee as n 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. O how 
inexpressibly wonderful and glorious art thou in thy being I 
From everlastiBg^to everlasting thou art Gk>d. And we have 
reason to lift up our hallelujahs of praise, that from everlast- 
ing to everlasting thou art the QoA of salvation. May all of 
us in reference to thine everlasting arrangements in the cove- 
nant of grace, which was entered into before all worlds, be 
enidfled to sing, in the exercise of lively gratitude and faith. 
According as he bath chosen iia in him from the foundation 
of the w^ld, that we should be holy and without blame before 
him in love. 

With humble penitence, O thou God of spotless holiness, we 
would bow d^sn Wore thee. We confess the sins of the past 
year. .The sins ctf our thoughts, our purposes, our desires, our 
imai^timis, cmr wills, our affections, we lay them down at 
merojr^s feet. The sins of enmity, earnaUty, oofetouaness* 


envy, vanity, and pride, with which we have been ohargeablo 
in thy sight, during the year which has come to a close, wo 
lay them down at meroy^s feet, and we supplicate paidon 
through our Saviour’s blood. 

We confess the unhallowed expressions which have fallen 
from our lips. Whatever profane, qr angry, or irreverent, or 
unkind, or unseasonable words have been uttered by us, to 
the dishonour of thy name, to the offence of others, or the 
injury of our own souls ; we lay these sins of our expressions 
at mercy’s feet, and we supplicate pardon through the all- 
prevailing righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

All our sinful actions we confess ; whatever we have done 
in opposition to what thy law forbids, and what we have not 
done in opposition to what thy law requires ; these our sins of 
omission, and our sins of commission, we lay down at mercy’s 
feet, and we supplicate pardon through the atoning sacrifice of 
our great Redeemer. 

We thank a gracious Providence for the mercies of the 
year. For preserving our lives, our health, our reason, our 
usefulness, our temporal business, but, above all, our spiritual 
privileges, we desire to praise thee with thankful and joyful 
hearts. What shall we render to the Lord for all his benefits 
towards us? We will take the cup of salvation, and call on 
the name of the Lord. 

We earnestly pray that our God and Father in Christ would 
sanctify all the events of the year, including the continuance 
or bereavement of friends; the enj^ment or loss of property ; 
the possession or loss of health : O may all things work to- 
gether for our present and eternal welfare. 

Lord, affect us with the fleeting nature of time, and teach 
us to aspire after a life of immortality in the skies. When our 
time on earth shall cease, may we enter into the house not 
made w'ith hands, to be for ever with the Lord. 

O hear our prayer, for Jesus’ sake. And may the graoo of 
the Lord Jesus Clirist be with us all. Amen. 


Jfirst Jag of % |ear. 

NEW YBAE. 

Bppifog FaiitU 

1 ANOTHER year 

^ Has told its fourfold talo, 

And still I’m hero, 

A traveller in the vale. 

2 Ah! not a few 

Who seemed life’s toils to brave, 
Are hid from view 
Within the silent grave. 

3 Why am I iparod 

To see another year? 

Why have 1 shared 
Sb many merdes hero? 

4 'Til not my birth, 

For I was bom in siu ; 

Tis not my worth, 

For Tve a heoit unclean. 


A-WBrnstianL 


3 From Qod alone 

My xneroieB I reoeiro, 

I would make known 
Hie goodness while I live. 

d Then aid my tongue, 

Companions on the road, 
To raise a song 
Of gratitude to God. 

7 Hallelujah ! 

Lot all their voices raise : 
Hadlolujah ! 

To God be all the praise. 
Kkad Bomaks zn. 


W. Walssju 


PRAYER. 

i^OD of all grace^ and Father of mercies, we come before 
thee on the first day of another year, in the name of our 
great Intercessor, who appears within the veil as the surety, 
the forerunner, and the advocate of his people. Qod the 
^'athcr, Son, and Holy Ghost, we adore thee in the boundless 
antiquity, and in the endless and unchanging duration of thine 
uncreated being. Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the 
earth.; and the heavens are the work of thy hands. They 
shall perish, but thou shalt endure ; yea, all of them jhall wax 
old like a garment ; as a vesture thou shalt change them, and 
they shall be changed. But thou art the same, and thy years 
shall have no end. 

While thousands who entered upon the last year in the 
eqjoymeut of health are now lying in the cold grave, we praise 
thy sovereign and unmerited goodness that we are mercifully 
preserved to enter upon another year, in the possession of 
many personal and relative blessings, and surrounded by 
Gospel privileges of inestimable worth. 

Great Qod, we adore thy mighty hand, by which we are 
still the preserved monuments of thy mercy. O Lord, the 
opening year proclaims thy goodness ; and may thy mercy 
crown it till the close. 

We own past mercies; Lord, make us grateful to thee, the 
Divine Benefactor, who hast continually poured into our cup 
the unmerited blessings of thy goodness. Thou hast in thy 
wisdom concealed from us the future ; but we praise tbec thou 
hast not concealed from us thy wisdom, to wlqch we arc per- 
mitted to apply for direction in hours of darkness, perplexity, 
and doubt. We bless thee, that thou hast not concealed from 
us the sources of thy goodness and love, to which we may 
apply for every mercy, and for every grace. 

Suffer us not, () Lord, to bring a reproach this year on our 
Christian name. . Enable us to keep the garments of our pro- 
fession clean. Every day, may it be the constant study and 
delight of our hearts, to live soberly, righteously, and godly ; 
making our light so to shine before men, that others, behold- 
ing our good works, may glorify our Father who is in heaven. 

As a family, may we make great advances in Divine know- 
ledge, in conformity to the image of our God and Saviour, and 
great progress in every grace. Such among us as are partakers 
of thy grace, may we revive as the corn, and grow as the vine, 
and may we cast forth our roots as the cedars of Lebanon. 
Such among us who are not the sharers of thy grace, O let 
the year not come to a dose till we are introduced into the 
family of Christ, and have all our hopes of salvation placed 
on Jesus, the chief and the sure corner-stone. 

Bless our belated children, O may they be rooted and 
grounded tn Christ, To thee^ O Jesus, may they be united, 
and begin this year as the living branches of thee, the true 
Vine, 

Blessed God, we now dedicate ourselves to thee. Into thy 
hands we surrender our souls, with all their faculties, capacities. 


and powers.. We surrender to thee our bodies, which miut 
soon be the inhabitants of the we are thine 

make us &y holy temples, ana may Jesus for ever reign on 
the throne of our hearts. In life, in death, in judgment end 
in eternity, may we be thine. Lord, hesr our prayer, and 
forgive our sin, for Jesus^ sake. Amen. 


^irlj of C|n8t 

OB CHKISTMAS-DAY HOBNIITO. 

.CBKI8T*B BIMB. 

Aubvm, Zion Church, Mimouaty, 

1 OHEFHEBDB ! rejoice, lift up your eyes, 

^ And send your fears away , 

News ffom the regions of the skies, 

Salvation’s bom to-day. 

2 Jesus, the God whom angels fear. 

Comes down to dwell with you ; 

To-day he makes his entrance here, 

But not as monarohs do. 

3 No gold nor purple swaddling bands, 

Nor royal shining things ; 

A manger for bis cradle stands. 

And bolds the King of kings. 

4 Go, shepherds, where the infant lies, 

And see his humble throne ; 

With tears of joy in all your eyes. 

Go, shephoids, kiss the Son. 

6 Thus Gabriel sang, and straight around 
The heavenly armies throng, 

They tune their harps to lofly sound, 

And thus conclude the song : 

6 Glory to God that reigns above, 

Lot peace surround the earth ; 

Mortals shall know their Maker’s love, . 

* At their Redeemer’s birth. 

i Lord, and shall angels have their songs, 

And men no tunes to raise } 

0 inu)^ we lose our useless tongues, 

When they forget to praise. 

5 Glory to God that reigns above, 

That pitied us forlorn ; 

We join to sing our Maker’s love, 

For there’s a Saviour born. Watim. 

f 

Bbad Lvxb u. 

PRAYEE. 

/^REAT and glorioua Jehovah, we adore thee in idl tlw 
^ myBteriea of thine uncreated eaaenoe, and thvei^id 
pereonality. We adore the grace of the Fathor, ia aeading 
forth hia Son made of a woman, and made un^ tiie law, to 
redeem them that are under the law. We ad(»» the grmM. of 
the Son, in becoming the infant of daggi, and in uhiuB on him 
the nature of man, and appearing in the likeneaa of siaM Resb, 
to Bave a ruined world. We adore the grace of the Sskit, in 
■^presi^g ovw the fermatiqn of the infant.httmanUy oOmob, 
and in enabliag her whojB the most faleesed among tromeu to 
preaent a Savionr, for the deliveranoe (rf fallen men. 

Glorr to thy name, O JeauB, that thou didst w illing ly become 
the child bom, and the son given. Remember^ tiw wonders 
of thy nativity— remembering the never^tiKb^oisotteB dey, 
wlusn thou west bom of a woman, we' would join with aagela . 
in thrir Bong of praise, Ohny to God in the highest, Mooe on 


earth, and goodwill towards men I Holy SpWt, ena^w to 


elae in the jojrfidatiKiQi of ohuveb, Unto ua 

a cTiUd » oorn^ unin ua a apn i» the. fovernmrat 

ahall be upon hia ahomddur } and hia uaiue ahalT he called 
WMderful, Counaddor, the God, the Everlasting 

and the Prince ttf Poaoe f O may the miombnince 
of the birth of Jesus fill enr hearts with joy unspeakable, and 
lull of glory I • 

■ Hear our prayers, and forgive our sins, for Jesus* sake. 
Amen. 


jirtj flf Christ 

OR 0HRISTMAS.I)4T EVENING. 

BIRTH OB JESUS. 

Demnarh, i- ^ 

1 WHEN Adam took forbidden fruit. 

^ ^ gixx had tainted all bis blood ; 

His conscience dreaded quick pursuit, 

, Sinning against so just a God. 

2 Nor wore his fern’s of vengeance vain, 

Forced to resign the blissful place, 

toil Condemned life to sustain, 

With loss of happiness and peace. 

3 But hark, the Saviour: Lo, I come. 

Obedient to my Father’s will. 

To save the sinner from his doom, 

And all the holy law frilfil. 

4 Well might the hosts of angels fly, 

To sound abroad the wondrous plan : 

Hark, how their heavenly voices cry 
Glory to God, goodwill to man ! 

5 Hail, jjreat Immanuel, Bon of God ! 

This &.y we celebrate thy birth ; 

ICay thy great name be kno^vn abroad. 

Thy praise be sung through all the earth ! 

W, Walmeb. 

Read Matthew ii. 

PRAYER. 

O liOBJD, we adore thee as the eternal Father, whose power 
is almighty, whose reign is boundless, and whose love is 
everlasting. Glory to thy name, for the most wonderful dis- 
play of thy love, in the gift of thy well-beloved Son, to be the 
Saviour of a lost and ruined world. What are we, O Lord 
God, that thou hast so loved the world, as to give thine only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life ! Thou mightst, by an act 
of strict justice, have sent thy Son into our world to condemn 
the world : but, eternal praises to thy name, thou hast sent 
him, that the world through him might be saved. 

As many have observed this day to the Lord, to call to their 
remembnu^ the birth of Jesus, bbssa the religious exCrcis^ 
wfaioh have engaged their attention, for increasing their grati- 
tude, love, and praise. May the birth of Jesus be to us, and 
all oOr relatives, tidings of great joy. May these tidings be 
speedily convey^ to people, and may the day soon arrive 
wlmn ml the inhabitants of the earth shall raise their gratefrd 
hallelijgahs, that there was bom in the city of David a Saviour, 
who is Christ the Lord. What ah^l we render to the Lord, 
for this most distinguished of meroie#? Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israeli for he hath visited and redeemed his people, 
and hath rais^ up an hom of ealvatioa fox us in the house of 
his smtsnt Davidl 

QmhmAj hear our prsyerSi apd accept our thanksgivingsi 
^for Jesus’ saae., AmeUi 




OR GOOD EBIUAY IfOBKIRO 


OMOlfUUOK. 

Jft» S mntm. Utninfltm. Warma, r. 

1 OARK! the loud cry! Osun! thy golden looks 
LI Why dipt in blood ? Tell mC, ye rending rocks I 
Thou labouring earth 1 why from your oentre quake ? 
Ye yawning graves! why thus with horror rimke? 

2 Behold that cross ! aflrighted nature mes ; 

In anguish there the God of natnm dies ! 

Then ask no more why the sun hides his head, 

Earth quakes, rooks rend, the grave gives up her dead. 

3 I look’d— 0 sight of woe! the wounds still bifid. 

As on his bosom fell his sacred head ! 

Upon his brow the crown of thorns' he boro, 

And down his body flowed the crimson gore ! 

4 His lifeless corpse, now bending forward, swung, 

As on his dislocated arms it hung; 

The livid stripes his furrowed shoulders show. 

Wide gapes the aide, the blood and water flow ! i 

5 Say. heart of stone! const thou behold unmoved 
Ibis scene of sorrow ? ’T was because he loved 
Wretches like thee ! to save them from the grave^ 

Sin, death, and hell — himself he cannot save ! 

6 Look to him, sinners! till the sight imparts 
True godly sorrow to your pierced hearts! 

Then, body, spirit, yield to his control — 

And let him see the travail of his soul I Hav 


Hawbcs. 


Rkai) John xix. 


PRAYER. 


thou visitest him ? Adored be thy name, that as there was 
no other method by which a ruined world might be saved, but 
by the suflferiiigs and death of thine eternal and well-beloved 
Son, thou didst most willingly surrender him up to ignominy, 
suffering, and death for us. With an apostle may we ting xn 
holy astonishment, He that spared not his own Son, but gave 
him up to death for us all, how sliall he not with him also 
freely give us all things? Thanks be unto God for his un- 
speakable gift. 

Adored be thy name, O Jesus, that thou didst suffer rc 

S roach, that we might be crovmed with glory ; and that thou 
idst endure the greatest ignominy, that the ignominv of our 
degradation and guilt might be for ever removed. Adored be 
thy name, that thou didst bear the wrath of offended justice, 
that we might for ever enjoy the smiles of Jehovah’s love. 
What is man, 0 Jesus, that thou art mindful of him ! 
Adored be thy name, that thou didst wear the thorny crown, 
that we might wear a crown of righteousness and immortality. 
Glory to thy name, that thou didst submit to the agonizing 
and accursed death of the cross, that we mi^ht obtain forgive- 
ness, life, and heaven. It became thy divine charimtcr, O 
God, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in 
brin^g many sons unto glory, to make the Captain of our 
*Balvation perfect through suflSerings« Bless the Lord, O our 
souls, and forget not all his benefits I 
Graoioualy hear our prayers, for Jesus’ sakA Amen. 
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Crudfilton, 

OR GOOD FRIDAY EVENING. 

CE08S OF CHRIST. 

< Cruef/ixion. Campbell Mammng, t. ?i. 

1 TI7HEN I surrey the wondrous cross | 

On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 

^ Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 

Save in the death of Christ my God ; 

All the vain things that charm mo moct 
I Bocridco them to his blood. 

3 See from his head, his hands, his feet, 
l^rrow and love flow mingled down ; 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown ? 

4 His dying crimson, like a robe. 

Spreads o’er his body on the tree ; 

Then am I dead to all the globe. 

And all the globe is dead to me. 

5 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were a present far too small ; 

Love so amazing, so divine. 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. Watts. 

Bead Isaiah uit. 

PRAYER. 

I^ILL our hearts with believing wonder, O Lord, when we 
remember that the Lord of glory was once a feeble babe 
—-that once he was a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief — that once he suflered and died on Calvary^s cross! 
Holy Spirit, enable us, in holy astonishment, to unite with an 
apostle in his expressions of wonder, Great is the mystery of 
godliness: God, manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, 
seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the 
world, received up into glory. 

We thank thee, O Lord our God, for the richest display of 
thy divine and unmerited love which could possibly be given 
to men, in willingly delivering up thine only begotten Sou to 
become the victim of divine justice and the victim of death. 
May all our hearts most sensibly feel the words of an inspired 
apostle, who said. When we were yet without strength, in due 
time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous j 
mau will one die ; yet, poi*adventure, for a good man some I 
would even dare to die ; but God commended his love toward j 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. | 
Give us faith, O Lord, to believe our interest in the death I 
of Christ. Prom thy death, 0 Jesus, may we derive life. And i 
may the remembrance of thy death fill our minds with wonder, 
gratitude, and love, O Saviour, we surrender ourselves, soul 
and body, to thee, who surrendered thyself to death for us. 
Graciously hear our prayers, and forgive our sins, for Jesus^ 
sake. Amen 


llesKrrdam of 

OB EASTER SABBATH MORNING. 

THB EEBURBBOTION OF CHRIST. 

Amema. leiUnpUm, 

1 TJPRISING flrom the darksome tombi 
^ See the victorious Jesus come ; 

The Almighfy Prisoner quits the prison 
And angels t^ The Lord is risen. 


2 Ye gaiHy souls, that mourn e^ gri 0 ve» 

Hear the glad tidixig4; hear and Bye* 

Ood^i righteons law is satisfl^i; 

And juatioe now is on your sid^* 

3 Tour surety, thus released by God, 

Pleads tiie rich ransom of his blood ; 

No new demand, no bar remains ; . 

But mercy now triumphant reigns. 

4 Believers, haikyour rising head. 

The first begotten from the dead ; 

Your resurrection’s sure through his, 

To endless life and boundless bliss. IIait. 

Ebab Matthew exviu. 

PRAYER. 

^ OD, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, we adore tl^ in 
all the unfathomable mysteries of thy nature,* and in all 
the boundless glory of thy perfections. We would rc^ice in 
the blessed manifestation of thy power, in the resurrection of 
Christ from the dead. O Immanuel, we praise thee that l^ou 
didst moat willingly submit to death and the grave, to aoooUi* 
plish the deliverance of thy church from the bondage of eter** 
nal death; and we would rejoice in the victory gained over 
those powerful enemies, by bursting asunder the bonds of 
mortality, and rising triumphant from the tomb. Ood the 
Father, we praise thee, that the soul of our divine Surety was 
not left in the grave, and that his spotless humanity saw no 
corruption in the tomb. Thou hadst power, O Jesus, to lay 
down thy life, and thou hadst power to take it up again. 
Glory to thy great name, that thou didst most fully accom- 
plish that promise, O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, 
I will be thy destruction ; repentance shall be hid from mine 
eyes. We rejoice and praise thee, that, on the morning of 
the third day, an angel descended from heaven, and as the 
commissioner of justice, which was satisfied, did roll away the 
stone from the door of the sepulchre, and that thou didst 
come forth as an exalted and conquering Redeemer. 

Lord Jesus, give each of ns a spiritual resurrection from 
hell, sin, and guilt; and O give us the hopes of a glorious 
resurrection from the grave. Then may we awake, having 
our bodies likened unto Christ’s glorious body. 

Mei'cifully hear our prayers, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Ilfsurrtdiim of 

OR EASTER SABBATH EVENING. 


, THJE GRAVE OF JESUS. 

Surrey Chapel. CoUyer^e. Deptford* PirHi 

1 around the sacred tomb, 

Friends of Jesus, why those tears • 

Midst tho sad, sepulchral gloom, 

Shall your faith give way to fears 
He will soon, even as he said, 

Rise triumphant from the dead. 

2 Hidden from all ages ])a8t 

Was the cross’s mystmy: 

Doubts awhile a veil had oast 
O’er that first dear family, 

TUI they saw him and believed, 

And as Lord and God reeeived* 

8 How with tears of love and jor . 

We remember all hU pain, 

Si^B and groans, and dymg cry, 

For the Lamb for us was shan; 

And from de^ our louls to save. 

Once for us lay in the gFave. 
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4 Either, Burnere, all rej^r. 

And with Jesus Christ be dead; 

None have Wped the tempter’s snare 
But who to his tomb have fled : 

Here the weary and oppressed 

Find a never-ending rest. C. Latoobb. 

Bsi.!) JOHK zx. 

PRAYER. 

0 JESUS, we desire to rejoice in thy glorious resurrection 
from the grave, and in thine ascension to the celestial 
mansions, there to take full possession of all the honours of 
thy mediatorial purchase. We praise thee, O Lord, for the 
great and splendid manifestations of thy power, which were 
wrought in Christ, when thou didst raise him from the dead, 
and set him at thine own right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also 
in that which is to come. 

We acknowledge thee, O Jesus, in thy resurrection, as the 
faithful witness, and the first-begotten of the dead, and the 
prince of the kings of the earth. As our surety, who rose 
triumphantly from the grave, thou art the first-fruits of them 
that sleep. O may wc rejoice, that thy resurrection is the 
commencement of the resurrection of the saints. May the 
conviction of the truth of thy resurrection dispel from our 
minds all doubts respecting the blessed certainty of the glo- 
rious resurrection of the bodies of thy saints, on the morning 
of that day when thou shalt come in the clouds of heaven to 
sit down on thy throne of judgment. Give us. Holy Spirit, a 
lively faith in the final triumph over death and the grave ; and 
may we sing, O death ! where is thy sting? O grave ! where 
is thy victory? Thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Hear our feeble prayer, for Jesus^ sake. 


%\t Jaj of ipcitot 

OR WHIT-SUlfDAT MORNING. 

’ PRAYER TO THE SPIRIT. 

Coletham, Langboume, Carey's, Jloxton, p. m. 

1 CREATOR Spirit, by whose aid 

^ The world's foundations first were laid, 

Come visit every waiting mind ; 

Como pour thy joys on human kind : 

Prom sin and sorrow set us free, 

And make thy temples worthy thoo. 

2 0 source of uncreated light. 

The Pather’s promised Paraclete !♦ 

Thrice holy foimt, thrice holy fire, 

Our hearts with heavenly love inspire ; 

Como, and thy sacrod unction bring, 

To sanctify us while we sing. 

8 Refine and purge our earthly parts ; 

But, oh, inname and fire our hearts 1 
Our frailties help, our vice control. 

Submit the senses to the soul ; 

And when rebellious they arc grown, 

Then lay thy hand and hold them down. 

4 Chase from our minds the infernal foe, 

And peaoe, the fhiit of love, bestow ; 

And, lost our feet should step astray. 

Protect and guide us in the way ; 

Make us eternal truths receive, 

And practise all that we believe. D&toEN. 

Bead. Acts n. 

^ or Comforter. 


PRAYER. 

H oly Spirit, mercifully cause thine influences to descend 
upon us in refreshing showers, while we call to our 
remembrance the abundant and miraculous communication of 
thy grace on the day of Pentecost. Glory to thy name, O 
Jesus, that so soon after thy blessed ascension thou didst 
testify effectually the value of thy death, and the merit of thy 
righteousness. Eternal praises to thy name, O Immanuel, 
that when thou didst ascend on high, thou didst lead captivity 
captive, and didst receive gifts for men, even for the rebellious, 
that God the Lord might dwell among them. O bestow on 
us the gifts of thy grace, and the blessings of thy salvation ; 
then we shall have the testimony within us that the residue of 
the Spirit is with thee, and that thou art actually engaged in 
dispensing the blessings of thy purchase among the children 
of men. 

Eternal thanks to God, for the down-pouring of the Spirit ! 
on the day of Pentecost. We thank the Most High for those i 
miraculous gifts by which the apostles were qualified to preach | 
the Gospel in every language, and in every land which they , 
were enabled to visit on the great errand of mercy. Praise 
to God, for the great multitude who were converted on that 
memorable day, when cloven tongues, like as of fire, sat on 
each of the apostles. Adored be the grace of God, that on 
that hallowed day some were converted who had actually 
taken a part in the crucifixion of J esus. 

Holy Spirit, descend on us as a family, and may all of us be 
the subjects of thy regenerating grace. Hear, O Lord, our 
humble prayers, for Jesus’ sake. And may the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ be with us all. Amen. 


Jits of ^Jttlttosl, 

OR whit-bunday eyening. 

PRAYER TO THE SPIRIT. 

Haddon, Ingaiesttme, P. X. 

1 TJOLY Ghost, dispel our sadness, 

Pierce the clouds of sinful night : 

Come, thou source of sweetest gladness. 

Breathe thy life, and Bi)read thy light. 

Loving Spirit, God of peace, 

Great distributor of grace, 

Rest upon this congregation, 

Hear, 0 hear our supplication ! 

2 Prom that height which knows no measure, 

As a gracious shower descend, 

Bringing down tho richest treasure 
Man can wish, or God can send. 

O thou glory, shining down 
Prom tho Pather and the Bon, 

Grant us thy illumination, 

Rost upon this congregation. 

Flbtcher's CoLLBcnop, 824. 

Read Hoska xiv. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD, with what reverence and thankfulness should we 
approach thy throne, to supplicate the gift of the Holy 
Spirit ! Wc present the expressions of our gratitude for the 
accomplishment, on the day of Pentecost, of that Old Testa- 
ment pr^iction. And I will pour out of my Spirit upon all 
flesh ; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy ; and 
upon my servants and uj^n mine handmaidens, I will poui 
out in those days of my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 

* 6 B 737 
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Adorable Bedeemer^ we praise thee, that before thy death 
thou didst promise to thy disciples the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
whose induenoes should descend upon them, after thine ascen- 
sion to heaven. Glory to thy name, the Comforter has come, 
even the Spirit of truth, who is willing to guide us into all 
truth, and show us things to come. 

O Lord, we would now pray for the descent of the Holy 
Spirit on us, as individuals, as a family, os a congregation, 
and as a nation. O let his influence come down upon us like 
the rain upon the mown grass, and as the showers that water 
the earth. Fulfil in us that most blessed promise, I will be 
M the dew unto Israel : he shall revive as the corn, and grow 
as the vine. May all of us feel the convincing and the convert- 
ing influence of the Holy Ghost. Suffer us not to oppose th^ 
Spirit, or to quench the Spirit, or to grieve the Spirit. Holy 
Spirit, breathe upon us, and we shall live for ever. 

Hear our feeble prayers, for Jesus^ sake. 


Jfast-Jag Pormng. 


HUMILIATION. 

PetiUen(4, Oonirition, Qretn't 100^. u K. 

1 T ORD, when thine’ Israel wo survey, 

• ^ We in their crimes discern our own ; 

And if thou turn our prayer away. 

Our misery must, like theirs, ho known. 

2 To us thy prophets have been sent, 

With words of terror and of love ; 

But not the vengeance nor the grace. 

Ton thousand stubborn hearts will move. 

3 Our eyes are blind, and deaf our ears ; 

Our hearts are hardened into stone ; 

As wo would bar thy mercy out. 

And leave a way for wrath alone. 

4 Justly our God might give us up 

To plague and famine, and the sword ; 

Till towns and cities, rich and fair, 

Lay desolate, without a lord. 

5 0*er bleeding wounds of slaughtered Mends, 

Rivers of helpless grief might flow, 

Till the fierce conqueror’s haughty race 
Dragged us to chains and slaughter too. 

6 But spare a nation long thine own. 

And show new miracles of grace : 

*Tia thine to heal the deaf and blind. 

And wake the dead to life and praise. 

Doddridge. 

Read Psalm li. 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD, thou art a God of spotless holiness, and thou 
” canst not look npon iniquity but with the utmost 
detestation and abhorrence. It is infinitely opposed to all 
thine attributes, and therefore impenitent sinners must be 
exposed to the wrath and indignation of thine offended justice. 

Holy Spirit, enable us at this time to make humble and 
penitential confession of our transgressions. May we really 
experience the emotions of that repentance which is unto 
life, and which shall be followed by the joys of heaven. As 
a family, as a church, as a congi'egation, may we look on him 
whom we have pierced ; and when we think of our sins, which 
nailed the Saviour to the accursed tree, may we mourn and 
be in bitterness, as one mourns over the aeath of an only 
child, or over the interment of a first-bom. 

As individuals, and as a nation, in all the departments of the 
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community, from the king fbr the ihroiie, to the 

meanest of the subjects, we are ^together an unclean thing ; 
from the sole of the foot to the crown of our head, there is no 
soundness in us, but moral and spiritual wowds, whidi have 
not been washed, nor closed, nor mollified with ointment* O 
Lord, we deserve the heavy judgment with which we are now 
threatened ; and if thou deal with us as we deserve, thou wilt 
utterly destroy us. O forgive the sins of our princes, our 
nobles, our legislators, our ^ers, our judges, our magistrates, 
our ministers, our merchants, the teachers of our youth, ouT 
churches, and our families. Lord, avert thine anger, and 
forgiv our sins, for Jesns^ sake. Amen. i 


Jfast-Jaj (firming. 

HUMILIATION. 

OhHtUiJmreK PmritJu a IS* 

1 TJABK ! the loud trumpet of our Ood 

Sounds an alarm of war : ! 

Attend, 0 earth ; ye. nations, hear, I 

And tremble from afar ! i 

2 With humble reverence and with aw^ I 

We hear the sacred word ; j 

And, trembling, own the sentence just | 

^^ich dooms us to the sword. 

8 Not e’en in war should we repine ' 

The murdering sword to view, 

Might the same stroke that wastes the land '• 

Destroy its vices too. , 

4 But wo shall hail the happy day 
Which ends the painful doom ; 

When earth shall, Uko tho world above 
In peace and virtue bloom. 

6 StiU let our songs declare his name 
Who guards tho British race ; 

The God of justice wo adore, 

And bless tho God of grace. 

Read Psalm lx. 


PRAYER. 

^ LORD, we come unto thee, in the name of Jesus, our 
^ Advocate and Saviour. We approach thee on a day set 
apart for humiliation, fasting, mourning, and supplication. 
Graciously enable us, in the exercise of true repentance, holy 
contrition, and sincere devotion, to pour out our hearts, and 
make supplication before thee. 

We are a sinful nation, we are a people laden with iniquity. 
We confess the pride, the covetousness, the carnality and 
luxury, the spiritual indolence and unconcern, the profanity 
and neglect of ordinances, and, above all, the rejection of 
Jesus, thy gift unspeakable, with which we are chargeable. 
Thou art afliicting us as a nation : — O that our hearts may be 
aftlicted, and mourn and weep for jcmr multiplied offences. In 
thy righteousness thou art suspending over us a heavy cala- 
mity ; and if thou shouldst deal with us as we deserve, thou 
wouldst visit us with destruction, and blot out onr name 
the catalogue of nations. O Lord, in the midst of deserved 
wrath, remember ns with undeserved mercy. O may the 
cloud we so much and so justly dread, in thy great kindness 
burst with .blessings on our head. 

Lord, give us as a nation repentance and reformation, and 
may all the people return to thee, as one man, and supplicate 
pardon through our Saviouris blood. O make us a nation of 
righteousness : and all we ask is for Jesus^ take. Amen. 
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Pominf 


TBANK8Q1V1NO. 

Zaddk* Oeoi^t, America. 


I7ION rejoice, and Jud^ sing ; 
^ TIim T.oiv 1 luifinTnrHi liifl throne 


^ The Lord aBsumes his throne ; 

Let Britain own the heavenly King, 

And make his glories known. 

2 The great, the wicked, and the proud, 

From their high scats arc hurled : 

Jehovah rides upon a cloud, 

'And thunders through the world. 

3 He reigns upon the eternal hills, 

Distributes mortal crowns. 

Empires are dxed beneath his smiles, 

And totter at his frowns. 

4 Navies that rule the ocean wide 

Are vanquished by his breath ; 

And legions armed with power and pride 
Descend to watery death. 

6 Let tyrants make no more pretence 
To vex our happy land ; 

Jehovah’s name is our defence, 

Our buckler is his hand. 

6 Long may tlio king \or qHe&i%\ our sovereign live. 

To rule us by hia Tor hr] word ; 

And all the honours he [or she] can give 
Be offered to the Lord. 

Watts, 111,^. It, 


Bead Psalm xlvi. 

PRAYEB. 

G od of salvation, we adore thee as Britain’s God, and as 
the Lord our God. We fall down before thee, to present 
our thanksgivings for national blessings. We lift up our eyes 
to thee, Holy Spirit, that thou wouldst mercifully assist us in 
presenting suitable, sincere, and acceptable expressions of our 
gratitude and praise. 

We thank our God for our national blessings, and for our 
national security, as surrounded and defended by the waters 
of the great deep. We thank thee for our civil and political 
privileges, and for the distinguished advantages wo enjoy, 
under a mild and liberal government. We praise thee that 
our throne has been filled by a long succession of mild and 
just and merciful kings. We present our thanksgiving for the 
wholesome laws by which our nation is governed. For the 
blessings of commerce, and for our most remarkable inter- 
course with other nations of the earth, we present before thee 
the humble tribute of our praise. 

Above all, we thank thee for Jesus Christ, and his glorious 
Gospel, which is the wisdom of God, and the power of God 
to them that believe. We thank thee for the Bible, for ordi- 
nances, and for ministers. We praise thee for the blessed 
efficacy with which a preached Gospel is accompanied, in 
the heart and lives of multitudes in our land. Praise to thy 
name, that for a long series of ages thy church has been pre- 
served among us. Lord, graciously accept our humble thanks* 
givings for these mercies, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

d&mhig. 

PaAlSB FOB NATIONAL BL188INGS. 

XiSton (Oomoda). Job. Old lOOcA u ^ 
i (^BSAT lUder of the earth aid 8kiai» 

^ A word of thine almighty breath 
Can sink the world, or bid it rise ; 

Thy smile is Ufe, thy ftown is death* 


2 When ongry nations rash to arms, 

And rage, and noise, and tumult reign, 

And war resounds its dire alarms, 
slaughter dyes the hostile plain ; 

8 Thy sovereign eye looks calmly down, 

And marks their course, and bounds their power} 
Thy law the angry nations own, 

And noiso and war are heard no more. 

4 Then peace returns with balmy wing, 

Sweet peace ! (with her what blessings fled I) 
Glad plenly laugbs, the valleys sing, 

Reviving commerce lifts her head. 

6 Thou good, and wise, and righteous Lord, 

All move subservient to thy will ; 

Both peace and war await thy word, 

And thy sublime decrees fulnl. 

6 To thee we pay our grateful songs, 

Thy kind protection still implore : 

0 may our hearts, and lives, and tongues, 

Confess thy goodness and adore ! 


Mrs. Steels* 


Read Psalh cxLvn. 


PRAYER. 


O LORD our God, thou art tho Father of mercies, and we 
would humbly approach thy gracious throne, to express 
our thanksgivings for those natural mercies thou hast so 
bountifully conferred on our land. Thy mercy, O Lord, is 
above the heavens, and thy truth reacheth unto the clouds. 
Thy goodness abideth continually. 

We praise thee that thou hast so long preserved our privi- 
leges in the midst of us. For centuries thou hast preserved 
our laws, our liberties, and our religion. We thank thee, O 
King of Zion, for all that our beloved ancestors were enabled 
to accomplish ; and that they have not only handed down to 
US the most valuable civil liberties and privileges, but that 
they have also handed down to us the Bible, a preached 
Gospel, with all the ordinances of religion, pure and un- 
impaired. We thank God that our land is delivered from 
pagan idolatry, and in a great measure from priestly super- 
stition and domination, which reigned for many generations. 
Wc praise God that we can worship the God of our fathers 
with such security and peace ; and that wo can sit down under 
our vine and our fig-tree, none daring to make us afraid. We 
bless God for the efficacy of the Gospel ; O may that efficacy 
increase I May it soon be universal I 

Wo thank thee, O Lord, for our universities, our colleges, 
and our schools ) and for the prospect of a day when all shall 
be able to read the word of liie. 

We thank thee for preserving us from our national enemies. 
O make us a holy natiou. AM we ask is for Jesus’ soke. 
Amen. 


Mltufortk, Melody. Etomi, MaioifUem, 

1 rpHB icy chains that bound the earth 

Are now dissolved and gone ; 
Waked by tho sun, tho blooming spring 
Puts bis new livery on. 

2 Where awfiil desolation reigned 

Blessed plenty rears her head : 
Exulting with a smilo to see 
Her late destroyer fled, 
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8 Teeming with Kfe^ the adranoing sun 
Protracts the falling day ; 

Orand light of heaven ! he seems to wish 
To nudce a longer stay. 

4 In olouds of gold behold him sit, 

Beyond the west he flies : 

Short is his nightly course, ond coon 
Ho gilds the eastern skies. 

6 My soul, in every scene admire 
The wisdom and the power : 

Behold the God in every phiiit, 

In every opening flower. 

6 Yet in his word the God of grace 

Has wrote his fairer name : 

The wonders of redeeming lov(] 

My noblest songs shall claim. 

7 With warmest beams, thou God of grace, 

Shine on this heart of mine ; 

Turn thou my winter into Si*jij.\a, 

And be the glory thine. 

Bead Solomon’s Soira ii. 


PRAYEB. 

O LORD our God, wc adore iliee as exercising thy sovereign 
and unlimited control over all times and seasons. During 
the winter mouths, thou didst cast forth thine ice like morsels; 
none were able to stand before thy cold. Now, thou hast sent 
forth thy word and melted them; thou causcst the wind to 
blow, and the waters flow. 

What reason have we to acknowledge with shame and con- 
trition of heart, that the state of religion in our own souls, in 
our family, and in our neighbourhood, too much resembles the 
cold and death of winter. Let not our cold and languid and 
inactive state continue. Holy Spirit, grant that by thy sacred 
influence a spiritual revival may take place. As in spring the 
face of nature is refreshed and beautified and enlivened by 
genial showers, may thine influences descend on us as a family 
and as a congregation, like rain upon the mown grass, and like 
showers that water the earth. May the Word read in private 
and heard in public resemble the good seed cast into good 
ground. O cause it to vegetate, and take root ; and may our 
souls resemble a field adorned with animating verdure, and 
display those marks of spiritual growth which will be tlie 
promising symptoms of a future and abundant harvest. O 
let a preached Gospel drop as the rain, and distil as the dew. 
In its spiritual effects may it resemble the small rain upon 
the tender herb, and the showers upon the gra^s. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for delivering us from the cold 
and the sterility of winter, O deliver the souls of all our 
relatives and friends from the cold and barrenness of a state 
of nature, which is the dreary winter of the soul of man. 
Heaven grant that they may soon enter on the spiritual 
spring of a new and regenerated life. W^e thank thee that 
the time of singing of birds is come, and that our cars are 
delighted with their songs of praise. O Lord, may all of us 
be introduced into a state of grace ; then shall we feel thy 
saving goodness, and then shall we proclaim thy praise. 
Enable us to hear a call, as it were, from every bird that 
pours forth its warbling, joyful notes, to praise the name of 
the Lord. Never may we forget to make melody with our 
lips and with our hearts to the Lord. As songs of rejoicing 
are heard in the tabernacles of the righteous, may our abode 
have this blessed token of being a Bethel, the residence of 
Jacobis God. 

O Jesus, have mercy on the rising race, and give them 
grace to consider and improve their early youthful days as the 
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spring-season of their existence. Convince them, that as they 
sow now, so shall they reap hereafter. O suffer them not to 
sow to the flesh, to their own vanity, passions, and lusts. 
Holy Spirit, let the incorruptible Gospel-wed be sown in 
their hearts, and may the spring-time of their life issue in an 
harvest of glory. 

Mercifully hear our prayers, and forgive our sins, for Josus’ 
sake. Amen. 


Summer. 

JESUS SEEN IN THE 8E.\S0N$. 
BethtL Chester Nwo, Mini Chajicl, Cookhum, 

1 Y^INTER has a joy for mo, 

Whilo tho Saviour’s charms I read 
Lowly, meek, from blemish free 
In tho snow-drop’s pensive head. 

2 Spring returns, and brings along 
Life-invigorating suns : 

Hark ! the turtle’s plaintive song 
Seems to speak his dying groans 

3 Summer has a thousand charms, 

All expressive of his worth ; 

’Tia Ills sun that lights and waims, 

His the air that cools the earth. 

4 What, has autumn left to say 
Kothiiig of a Saviour’s grace } 

Yea, the beams of milder day 
Tell me of his smiling face. 

5 Light appears with early dawn ; 

While tlie sun makes haste to rise, 

See his bleeding beauties drawn 
On the blushes of tho skies. 

6 Evening, with a silent pace. 

Slowly moving in tho west, 

Shows an emblem of his grace, 

Peints to on eternal rest. 


COWPJR. 


Read Ps.iLM lxx. 


PRAYER. 

Viy^E praise thee, O Lord, for the display of thy perfections 
^ ^ which is furnished by the beauty, glory, and luxuriance 
which now cover the face of the earth. We thank thee that 
the winter is past, that the rain is over and gone, that the 
flowers appear on the earth, that the time of the singing of birds 
is come, that the voice of the turtle is heard in our land, that 
the fig-tree putteth forth her green figs, and that the vines 
with the tender grapes give a good smell. 

At thy command, O Lord, the spring perfumes the air, and 
adorns the land ; the summer-rays shine with vigour, that an 
abundance may be produced for man and beast. 

As the season of summer is remarkable for the rich display 
of fragrant fiowers of astonishing variety and unspeakable 
beauty, we pray, O Jesus^ that our souls may exhibit the 
animating state of spiritual summe^. Give to us the graces 
of tho Spirit ; and may all these graces be vigorous and 
lively, spreading abroad the sacred infiuence of a Divine 
perfume. We bless thee for the summer-sun of Gospel- 
ordinances and privileges. While that sun continues to shine 
upon US BO gloriously. Heaven forbid that we should resemble 
those desert and dreary wastes on which the sun of spring 
and of summer shines in vain. As a family and as a con- 
gregation may we resemble a garden^ in summer, filled with 
rich and hopeful plants, and beautified with comely and 
fragrant flowers ; then shall we be able to sing and pray with 
thy church of old, in seeking after the reviving influences of 
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tHe Holy Spirit^ Awake^ O north wind, and come, thou 
•oath; blow upon our g^en, that the spices thereof may 
flow out. Let our beloved come into his garden, and eat his 
pleasant fruit 

O Jesus, we earnestly pray that the power and warmth and 
influence of a summer^s sun may remind us of thee the Sun 
of righteousness. Divine Bedeemer, rise upon us with healing 
ill thy wings. Biso upon us, 0 Jesus, in thine influence; 
then our darkened understandings shall discover far more 
gloiy than the brightness of a summer’s sky, O shine upon 
us. Sun of righteousness ,* then shall the plants of humility, 
faith, love, and every grace, come forth in all the beauty, 
variety, and vigour of spiritual summer. 

We pray that the glory and luxuriance of summer may 
bring tp our minds the remembrance of heaven. May we 
long to reach that blessed paradise, wliere we shall see the glo- 
rious plants which grow in the celestial Eden ; where we shall 
see the tree of life, which grows in all its magnificence, bear- 
ing twelve manner of fruits ; and where we shall walk on the 
banks of the river of life, which flows from the throne of God 
and of the Lamb. 

May all of us enjoy a summer of grace below ; then shall 
we enter upon a summer of glory in heaven, which shall never 
bo followed by winter’s dreary shades. Hear our prayers, for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Jiarkst. 

SEED-TIME AND HARVEST. 

Alfred, New Creation. China. L. M. 

1 ^PHE rising mom, the closing day, 

^ Hepcat thy praise with grateful voice ; 

Both in their turns thy power display, 

And, laden with thy gifts, rejoice. 

2 Earth’s wide extended, varying scones. 

All smiling round, thy bounty show; 

From seas or clouds, full maga; 5 iuefl, 

Thy rich diffusive blessings lluw. 

3 Kow earth receives the precious seed, 

Which thy indulgent hand prepares : 

And nourishes the future bread. 

And answers all the sower’s cares. 

4 Thy sweet refreshing showers attend, 

And through the ridges gently flow. 

Soft on the springing com descend ; 

And thy kind blessing makes it grow. 

6 Thy goodness crowns the circling year ; 

Thy paths drop fatness all around ; 

E’en barren wilds thy praise declare. 

And echoing hills return the sound. 

6 Here spreading flocks adorn the plain; 

There plenty every charm displays ; 

Thy bounty clothes each lovely scene, 

And joyful nature shouts thy praise. 

Mas. SifiKLK. 

Bead Psalic oxuv. 


PRAYEB. 

I^OST merciful and gracious Lord God, we desire to lift 
i-vA up our longing eyes to the Holy Spirit for that grace 
without which we cannot address thy throne with reverence 
and godly fear. Agreeably to thy promise, pour out ihy Spirit 
upon us, and make known thy words unto us. Enable us 
with an apontle to say, in humble dependeuce upon Divine 


grace, We will' pray with the spirit ; we will sing with the 
spirit. 

We bless thee, O Lord, for the opportunity we enjoy of 
presenting our thanksgivings and praises, for the abundance 
with which thou hast covered the face of the earth. Thou 
hast heard the prayer of the poor, and thou hast accomplished 
the hopes and wishes of the husbandman. Thou hast pro- 
vided grass for cattle, and herbs for the use of man. Thou 
hast crowned the season of the year, as with a diadem of 
plenty. Though we deserve the misery of famine and want, 
thou hast brought the fruits of the year to maturity, and 
with the unlimited munificence of thy gracious providence, 
thou art richly supplying all our wants. When we think of 
the bounty of our God, in making the fields rich unto 
the harvest, may we devoutly remember, with loyfulness 
of heart, the covenant our God made with Noan — While 
the earth remaineth, seed-time and harvest, and cold and 
heat, and summer and winter, and day and night, shall not 
cease. 

We seek thy grace, O Lord, to enable us to make spiritual 
improvement of this season of the year. While we look on 
the abundance around ns, we have reason to mourn over the 
spiritual barrenness that prevails within us. We have been 
culpably negligent in the spring-season of our life, and there- j 
fore we have cause to lament" that our lives discover so much 
sterility in producing the fruits of righteousness. Suffer not 
our spiritual indolence and inactivity to remain, lest the day 
should come when in mournful accents we shall be compelled 
to exclaim. The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we 
are not saved ! 

Have mercy on all thine aged and afflicted people. Comfort 
them with the consolatory thought, that though they have 
sown in tears, they shall reap in joy. Cheer their hearts with 
this promise, and may all our hearts derive comfort from it 
in the day of affliction — He that goeih forth and weepeth, 
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoic- 
ing, bringing his sheaves with him. 

We pray for all the labourers in Christ’s vineyard, and in 
particular for our beloved pastor. Give to them and to him 
an abundant harvest of souls, the blessed fruits of a Saviour’s 
death. 

May all our aged friends, when they die, be so rich in 
grace, that they shall resemble a shock of corn fully ripe. 

O prepare us all for the general judgment, the great harvest 
of the world ; then may the angels who are the reapers convey 
us into the heavenly garner above. 

Forgive our sins, and hear our prayers, for a Divine Re- 
deemer’s sake. Amen. 

TOnttr. 


WINTER. 

KerweU. University. Providence CcUege. c. SL 

1 OTERN winter throws his icy chains 

Encircling nature round ; 

How bleak, how comfortless the plains, 

Late with gay verdure crowned ! 

2 The sun withdraws bis vital beunis, 

And light and warmth depart ; 

And drooping, lifeless nature seems 
An emblem of my heart. 

3 Batum, 0 blissful sun, and bring 

The soul-reviving ray : 

This mental winter shim be spring, 

This darkness, cheerful da 7 . 
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4 O hmpy state, divine abode, 

Wl lere spring eternal reigns ; 

And perfect day, the smile of God, 
all the heavenly plains. 

5 Great Source of light, thy beams display, 

My drooping joys restore. 

And guide me to the seats of day, 

Where winter frowns no more. 

Mil ftwMT.ti, 


^tkt % f ffrVs Sttjin. 

COMMUNION WITH CHBIBT AND WITH SAlMTi, 
LeonUmUr, ffarM. 

1 JESUS invites his saints 
u To meet around his board ; 

Here pardoned rebels sit and hold 
Communion with their Lord. 


Read Job zxxvn. 


PRAYER. 

TT^E adore thee, O Lord, as the mighty governor of the 
universe, and as maintaining a constant control over all 
the elements of nature. Such is thy power, that they are 
as completely under thy management, and as ready to execute 
thy will, as the animated tribes of thy creation. Thou giveat 
snow like wool; thou scatterest the hoar frost like ashes; 
thou castest forth thine ico like morsels; who can stand 
before thy cold? Open our eyes, that we may see the display 
of thy perfections in all the revolving seasons of the year. 
Amid thy manifold works, may wo sec the beamings of thy 
glorious attributes, and may we say, in the exercise of devout 
admiration, In wisdom hast thou made them all; and the 
earth is full of thy goodness. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for the advantages of winter ; for 
the salutary effect which its frost and cold and snow produce 
upon the soil, the great source of the supply of all that is 
necessary for the support and comfort of our lives. Wc 
thank God, that the cold of winter prepares the ground for 
receiving the seed in spring. O may tlie winter-storms of 
affliction produce on our minds the most blessed effects, and 
prepare us for receiving the incorruptible truths of the Gospel 
of Christ. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for the social advantages and 
privileges which are enjoyed in winter ; and that the cold of 
winter tends to enhance the comfort and blessedness of social 
and domestic life. O that those seasons of fellowship may 
be seasons of moral and spiritual improvement. On these 
occasions may wo contrive plans of usefulness, and provoke 
each other to love and good works. 

We thank God for the blessed protection thou hast given 
us from the severity of the elements of winter, Wc praise 
thee for the raiment which thou hast afforded to cover and 
comfort us. We bless thee for our abodes, where we remain 
in such security and peace, while the winter’s blast is howling 
around us. 

During the trying season of winter, fill the hearts of the 
rich with compassion for the poor. Enable them and dispose 
them to use their wealth, as an instrument of communicating 
great comfort to the needy and the indigent, that they may 
cause their hearts to sing for joy. 

As the severity of winter’s storms stirs us up to seek the 
shelter of our home, may this remind us of the necessity of 
fleeing now to Jesus, the only refuge from the storms of 
Divine wrath. 

We have reason, 0 Lord, to acknowledge the winter state 
I of our souls. Sun of righteousness, Divine Redeemer, merci- 
' frilly rise upon us, with all the genial influence of thy Divine 
I light and grace. Jesus, thou Sun of righteousness, arise and 
I melt our frosen hearts. O hush the storms of sin, O clear 

our skies, and may we feel thy vital love. 

Preserve all who are exposed to danger from the cold or the 
storms of winter. When they cry to thee in the anguish of 
their spirit. Lord, save them, and send them deliverance. 

Graoioudy hear our prayers, for Jesus’ Make. Amen. 
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2 For food he gave his flesh, 

He bids us drink his blood ; 

Amazing favour ! matohless grace 
Of our descending God ! 

8 This lioly bread and wine 
Maintains our fainting breath. 

By union with our living Lord, 

And interest in his death. 

4 Our heavenly Father calls 
Christ and his members one : 

We the young children of his love. 

And ho the first-born Son. 

5 We are but several parts 
Of the same broken bread ; 

One body hath its several limbs, 

But Jesus is the head. 

6 Let all our powers be joined 
His glorious namo to raise ; 

Bleasuro and love fill every mind, 

And every voice be praise. Watts, 2, A ///, 

Read John xix. 

PRAYER. 

LORD, thou art tlie God of ordinances, and we praise 
” thee for their merciful institution. Glory to thy name, O 
Jesus, that on the night in which thou wast most cruelly and 
treacherously betrayed, thou didst institute the holy ordi- 
nance of the supper, to commemorate thy sufferings and 
death. We thank thee for appointing this feast to be observed 
in the place of the Old Testament passover, and to remain till 
the end of the world as a blessed legacy to thy Church. Wo 
thank thee. Holy Spirit, that thou hast disposed the hearts of 
some of us now in thy presence, to avail ourselves of our New 
Testament privilege, and to obey Christ’s dying command, 
Do this in remembrance of me. We acknowledge the obli- 
gation of tbe command, and earnestly pray that we may be 
enabled with love and solemnity to obey it. 

Holy Spirit, enable us impartially to examine ourselves, 
whether we arc in reality believers in Christ, before partaking 
of that sacred sacramental feast. O may our hearts burn with 
love to Jesus, while seated at his table. By faith, may we see 
in the bread and wine the emblems of his crucified humanity, 
and also the emblems of his righteousness, his atonement, and 
all the blessings of his purchase. At thy table, O Jesus, may 
wo obtain a foretaste of heaven. When receiving the bread 
and wine into our hands, may we receive Jesus into the arms 
of our faith. 

Mercifully inspire us with au appropriating faith in Christ 
as our Surety and as our great High-Priest, who gave 
himself for us an offering and a sacrifice of a sweet-smelling 
savour unto God. O may the remembrance of what he 
became for us, and of what he suffered for us, fill oi^r hearts 
with love, thankfulness, and joy. Enable us to renew our 
vows and obligations to be his wholly, only, and for ever. 
O Jesus, reign supreme upon the throne of our bea^sl 
Powerfully assist thy servant, our minister, in dispensing the 
ordinance, and let thy house be filled with tbr ff^rV, for 
Jesus’ sake. Ameu. 
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Jfler % f orir's Sapyer. 

OKBIBT’b GliOBT THB REWABD OF HIS SVFPEUtNOS. 

A d m iraH on. Motmowth* Itymn, 

1 liJOW &r above the starry skies^ 

Our JeeuB fills hi« brighter tlxrono, 
Invidblo to mortal ejres, 

But not to humble faith unknown. 

d The countless hosts that round him stands 
The sulijeots of his sovereign power, 

Fly through the world at his command, 

Or prostrate at his feet adore. 

8 Satan and all his rebel crew 
That raged to pull his kingdom down, 

Crushed by his hand, in ruin now 
Lie trembling at his awful fi'own. 

4 His name abovo all creatures great, 

He ^ sustains and all controls ! 

Yet firom his high exalted state 
Looks kindly down on humble souls. 

5 Though in the glories he possessed. 

Long ere this world or time began. 

He shines the Son of God confessed. 

Yet owns himself the Son of Han. 

6 Here once in agonies ho died, 

Now in the heavens ho ever lives ; 

Of joy there pours the eternal tide, 

ITere saves the sinner who believes. 

7 All hail! thou great Immanuel, hail! 

Ten thousand blessings on thy name I 
While thus thy wondrous love we tell. 

Our bosoms fe^ the sacred flame. 

8 Come, quickly come, immortal King I 
On earth thy regal honours raise, 

The full salvation, promised, bring; ^ 

Then every tongue shall sing thy praise { 




D. TtjSHnR. 


Head Psalm cxvi. 


PEAYER. 

TltTE thank thee, O God of salvation, for the opportunity 
” we enjoyed this day, of sitting down at the sacramental 
table, and commemorating the death of Christ. Glory to thy 
name, O Lord, for the manifestations of thy love and grace 
we were permitted to witness, in the events of Calvary, in the 
sufferings and death of Immanuel, God with us, so clearly 
exhibited in the sacramental elements of the bread and wine. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, that thy love is boundless, im- 
mutable, and eternal. What are we, that thou shouldst have 
sent thy Son into our world, that thou shouldst have laid our 
sins upon Jesus our Surety, and that thou shouldst have deli- 
vered him up to the death for us all ? Behold what manner 
of love is this 1 

We thank our God for any spiritual enjoyment we expe- 
rienced at the sacramental table, and for any communications 
of thy grace and love. Wo sat down under thy shadow, O 
Jesus, and thy fruit was sweet to our taste. Glory to thy 
name, thou broughtest us into thy banqueting house, and thy 
banner over us was love. We have vowed to thee, O Lord, and 
may we never go back. Mercifully enable us to fulfil our vows. 

We lament over the imperfect and languid manner in which 
we observed the holy communion. O forgive the sins of our 
holy things. 

we suppdieate grace to be enabled faithfully to fulfil our 
vows. Teach us to pay our vows in the mesence of all the 
peo|te} and to the olose of life may we take the cup of sal«* 
vatkni^ and eaH on the name of the Lord. Lord, hear our 
pr a yer s , and receive onr thanksgiving, for Jesus’ sakor Amenu 


4 fflr % or ek 

THE KINO, THE CARK Of HEAVEN. 

Zadok, Sandgate, MUboumPoft, OLV. 

1 ^HE kin^ [or queenly 0 Lord, with songs of pra!^ 
-*• Shall m thy strength rejoice ; 

And, blest with thy salvation, raise 
To heaven his cheerfiil voice. 

2 Thy sure defence, through nations round. 

Has spread his glorious name ; 

And his successful actions crowned 
With majesty and fame. 

3 Then let the king on God alone 

For timely aid rely ; 

His mercy shall support the throne, 

And all our wants supply. 

4 But, righteous Lord, his stubborn foes 

Shall feel thy dreadful hand ; 

Thy vengeful arm shall find out those 
That hate his mild command. 

6 When thou against them dost engage, 

Thy just but dreadful doom 
Shall, like a fiery events rago, 

Their hopes and thorn consumo. 

6 Thus, Lord, thy wondrous power declare. 

And thus exalt thy fame ; 

Whilst we glad songs of praise prepare 


For thine almighty name. 


Bead Psalm xxi. 


Watib, Pt. 21 


PEAYER FOR THE KING, QUEEN, AND ROYAL 
FAMILY. 

in^E adore thee, O Lord, as the King of kings, and as the 
Lord of lords. It is by thee, O Jesus, that kings reign, 
and princes degree justice. It is by thee alone that princes 
rule, and judges, even all the nobles of the earth. We fall 
down before thee to offer up our supplications in behalf of 
thy servant our king. O may he be adorned with all those 
heavenly graces and amiable virtues which will render him the 
father of his peojde, and by which he shall live in the affec- 
tions of his subjects. May his throne be ever surrounded by 
the love and loyalty of his people, as a barrier of defence more 
powerful than the most numerous and most valiant armies. 
As thy Holy Spirit rested on Moses, Joshua, and Samuel, so 
may his influence rest on the head of our beloved king. Make 
him as David, the man according to Gk)d’B own heart. Abun- 
dantly bless his royal consort, the Queen. Thou hast placed 
upon their heads diadems of gold — 0 give them a diadem of 
grace. Crown them with loving-kindness and tender mercies ; 
and when they terminate their life on earth, may they be 
admitted into the heaven of heavens, to receive a crown of 
righteousness which fadeth not away. May all the members 
of the royal family belong to the family of heaven, and be 
made kings and priests nnto the God and Father of Christ. 
May their exalted station he adorned by the beauties of 
holiness. 

Hear our humble supplications, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR THE KING [or QUEEN] REGNANT, 
AND ROYAL FAMILY, 
adore thee, O Lord, as the King of kings, and as the 
lx>rd of lords. It is by thee, O Jesus, that kings reign, 
and princes decree justice. By thee alone princes rule, and 
nobles, even all the judges of the earth. We fall down before 
thee to offer up our supplications in behalf of our sovereign 
and lawful rul^. Let hit £or &er] mind be adorned by all 
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thoie heavenly graces and amiable virtues which will render 
him [or Aer] the blessine of his [or her] people, and by which 
he [or she] shall live in the heart and afibctions of his [or her] 
subjects. Oonay the throne ever be surrounded hy the love, 
the loyalty, the patriotism, and the prayers of the people. 
And let these, O Lord, be a barrier of defence more powerful 
than the most numerous or valiant armies. May the Holy 
Spirit, who rested on the head of Moses, Joshua, and Samuel, 
rest on our beloved sovereign. Make him [or her] as David, 
the man according to God^s own heart. Thou hast given 
him [or her] an earthly crown: O give him [or her] a crown of 
loving-kindness and tender mercy. Thou hast })laced upon 
his [or her] head a diadem of gold ; O make him [or her] an 
heir of a crown of righteousness, of glory, and of life, which 
shall never fade away. May all the nicnihers of the royal 
family belong to the family of heaven, and be made kings and 
priests unto the God and Father of Christ. May their exalted 
station be adorned by the beauties of holiness. 

Hear our humble supplications for the great Bedeemeris 
sake. 

Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 


Jfor 


PRAYEtt FOR Britain’s an ritual prosperity. 

Church Street. Cwiquest, Mmionai'y, c. y.. 

1 CHIKE, mighty God, on Britain shine 

With beams of heavenly grace ; 

Eeveal thy power through all our coasts, 

And show thy smiling face. 

2 Amidst our isle, exalted high. 

Do thou our glory stand. 

And like a wall of guardian fire 
Burround the favourite land. 

8 When shall thy name, from shore to slicHi, 

Bound all tho earth abroad, 

And distant nations know and love 
Their Saviour and their God ? 

4 Bing to tho Lord, ye distant lands, 

Bing loud with solemn voice ; 

While British tongues exalt his praise. 

And British hearts rejoice. 

6 Ho tho great Lord, the sovereign Judge, 

That sits enthroned above, 

Wisely oommouds the worlds he mode 
In justice and in love. 

6 Earth shall obey her Maker’s will, 

And yield a full increase ; 

Our God will crown his chosen isle 
With feuitfuincss and peace. 

7 God, the Eedeomer, Bcuttors round 

His choicest favours hero. 

While the creation’s utmost bound 

Shall see, adore, and fear. Watts, 67. 

Head Psalh lxvu. 

PRAYER. 

r\ THOU God of Zion, we praise tbco that for many ages 
tby Church has been planted and preserved in our land.' 
Glory to thy name, that instead of temples erected for the 
worsnip of pagan deities, everywhere sacred sanctuaries are to 
be seen, which have been reared for the worship of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Praise to our God, that for many 
centuries thou hast never left thyself without mauy witnesses 


in these lands of our nativiiy. We thank thee fiar mahl^ I 
many of thy saints and ministers to seal their testi^iony witn ^ 
their blood. And we praise thee for the immense and luting ' 
benefits which flowed from the noble testimony l^y 
sealed by their death. 

Lord, bless all the churches, not only those whioh are called 
national, but all the various denominations of thy people. We 
earnestly pray that the influences of the Spirit may descend on 
all the churches. We pray for their increasing purity. May 
the Gospel be preached more purely, more fully, more faith* 
fullyi and may the members of the respective churches be the 
living and consistent ornaments of the glorious Gospel. O 
Lord, grant that the love and harmony of the churches may 
be more and more advanced. Let a spirit of bigotry, haughti- 
ness, selfishness, and distance, be speedily destroyed. Walk 
in the midst of all the churches, O Jesus, as thou didst walk 
in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks. Mav thy 
churches be fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as 
au army with banners. 

Hear our prayers, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


FOR 

Pissbtarg, anlr fl%r Smtitaiwns. 

SUCCESS OF THE GOSPEL. 

Suffolk New, Zion Temple, Chard, u w 

1 13E1I0L1) tho ejected time draw near, 

Tho shades disperse, the dawn appear 1 
Behold the wilderness assume 
The beauteous tints of Eden’s bloom ! 

2 Events, with prophecies, conspire 
To raise our faith, our Eeal to fire ; 

The ripening fields already white, 

Present an harvest to our sight. 

8 The untaught heathen waits to know 
The joy the gospel will bestow, 

* Tho exiled slave waits to receive 

The freedom Jesus has to give. 

4 Come, let us, with a grateful heart, 

In tho blest labour share a part, 

Our prayers and offerings gladly bring 
To aid the triumphs of our King. 

5 Let US improve the heavenly gale, 

Spread to each breeze our hoisted sail, 

Till north, and south, and east, and west, 

Shall be as favoured Bri);ain bless’d. 

6 Invito the globe to come and prove 
A Saviour’s condescending love, 

And humbly fall before 1:^ feet, 

Assured they shall acceptance meet. 

7 Our hearts exult in songs of praise, 

That we have soon these latter days. 

When our Redeemer shall bo known, 

Whore Satan long has held his throne. 

8 Where’er his hand hath spread the skies. 

Sweet incense to his name shall rise ; 

And Tyro and Egypt, Qre^ and Jew, 

By sovereign grace be formed anew. Vou 

Read Isaiah xx. 

PRAYER. 

thank thee, O King of Zion, for those Bible and 
^ ▼ missionary societies which exist ip. our land, and for all 
other kindred institutions whioh are formed for ike increase 
of Gospel knowledge, for the enlargement of the kmgdom of 
Christ, and fox^ the prosperity of thy Church. 


AIRPSNDnC 


Wo (ihaidc Qod that theoe ioTaloaUe societies hare been so 
long pMSWvod, and that their labours have been blessed with 
so nittob success. Glory to God, that by means of their efforts, 
mowned with tiie smiles of heaven, so many portions of the 
earth, which were once in the very midnight of pagan igno> 
nmoe and idolatry, now eiyoy the animating and sanctifying 
light of the blessed Gospel. Adond be thy name, that mul- 
titudes already have cast their idols to the moles and the bats, 
a^ now acknowledM Jehovah as the only object of their reli- 
gious adoration, and now look to Jesus as their only Saviour. 

^ We earnestly jpray that all these societies may be preserved 
till the world is filled with the glory of the Lord — till not one 
vestige of idolatry is found on the face of the whole earth. 

O Lord, have mercy on all nations, and soon may the 
heathen be given to Jesus for his inheritance, and the utter- 
most ends oi the earth for his possession. O Jesus, take to 
thyself thy great power and reign. O say to the north. Give 
up; and to the south. Keep not back; bring my sons from 
far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth. Soon may 
it ^ said in every land. The Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 

Hear our earnest, humble prayers, for Jesus’ sake. Amen., 


GENTILES FRAYINO FOR JEWS. 
CoUaham* Beinoick, Lemgboume, 

1 pATHER of faithful Abra’m, hear 

Our earnest suit for Abra^m’s seed j 
Justly tliey claim the softest prayer 
From us adopted in tboir stead, 

Who mercy through their full obtain, 

And Christ by their rejection gain. 

2 Outcast from thee, and scattered wide 

Through every nation under heaven, 
Blaspheming whom they crucihed, 

Unsaved, unpitied, unforgiven ; 

Branded like Gain, they boar their load, 
Abhorred of men, and cursed of God. 

3 But hast thou finally forsook, 

For over oast thy own away ? 

Wilt thou not bid the murderers look 

On him they pierced, and weep, and pray ? 
Yes, gracious Lord, thy word is past, 

All Israel shall be saved at lost. 

4 Come, then, thou groat Deliverer, como, 

The veil from Jaoob’s heart remove ; 
Receive thy ancient people home. 

That, quickened by thy dying love, 

Tlie world may their reception view. 

And shout to God the glory due. 


ROMANS XI. 


J S AIT then, Hath Ood cast away his people ? God forbid. 

For I ali^ am an Israelite, of tlie seed of Abraham, o/the 
tribe of Benjamin. 

2 God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. 
Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elias? how he maketk 
intercession to God against liirael, saying, , 

8 JLord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down 
thine altars ; and I am left alone, and they seek my life. 

4 But what saith the answer of God unto him ? I have 
reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed 
the knee to the image of Baal. 

5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant 
aooording to the election of grace. 


6 And if by grace, then U if no more of works : otherwise 
grace is no more grace. But if |||^ of works, then ia it no 
more grace : otherwise work is no mre work. 

7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that whioh he 
seeketli for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest 
were blinded 

8 (According as it is written, God hath given them the 
spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and cars that 
they should not hear;) unto this day. 

9 And David saith. Let their table be made a snare, and a 
trap, and a stumbling block, and a recompense unto them ; 

10 Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and 
bo^ down their back alway. 

ID I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? 
God forbid : but rather through their fall salvation is come 
unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 

12 Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and 
the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles ; how much 
more their fulness ? 

13 For 1 speak to you Gentiles, inasmucli as I am the 
apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office : 

14 If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which 
are my flesh, and might save some of them. 

15 For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of 
the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from 
the dead? 

16 For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy : and 
if the root be holy, so are the branches, 

17 And if some of the branches bo broken off, and thou, 
being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with 
them paiiakcst of the root and fatness of the olive tree ; 

18 Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou 
bearest not the root, but the root thee. 

19 Thou wilt say then. The branches were broken off, that 
I might be graffed in. 

20 Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and 
thou standest by faith. Be not highmiuded, hut fear : 

21 For if Ood spared not the natural branches, take heed 
lest he also spare not thee. 

22 Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God : on 
them which fell, severity ; but toward thee, goodness, if thou 
continue in his goodness ; otherwise thou also shalt be out 
off. 

23 And they also, if they abide not in unbelief, shall be 
graffed in ; for God is able to graff them in again. 

24 For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild 
hy nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature into a good 
olive tree : how much more shall these, which be the natoal 
branches, be graffed into their own olive tree ? 

Keflbctioks upok Romaks XI. — more Btifi!h6oked nation tha.. 
the Jews never existed upon the face of tho oorth; and yet God 
chose them for his peculiar people — incomprehensible mystery I — ^be 
did for them what he did for no other nation — ho gave them his 
oracles, his ordinances, his prophets. He made his temple his royal 
residence in the midst of them on earth. Ho dwelt amid the glories 
of the SLechinah as their guide, their protector, their king. For 
tholr sokes ho performed tho most stupendous miracles, he overthrow 
mighty kings, and made their armies, numerous as grasshoppers, to 
disappear like clouds before the fririous tempests, and like the chaff 
before the wmd. Wonderful to tell ! their instances of rebellion 
were, in magnitude and number, in proportion to the abundant 
instances of God’s astonishing acts of miraculous interposition and 
mercy. At last the threatened period of their rejection and 
puniuiment arrived. They rejected God as a people, nation, 
and church,, and he reject^ them. They cast themsdves out of 
the fold of his Church. Then the long abandoned Gentile nations 
entered in. Since ffie commencement of tlio Christian era, the 
despised Gentiles have constituted the Hew Testament Church. The 
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true Messiah whom the Tews rejected, the Gentilea hare embraced. 
The Messiah whom the Jews murdered by nailing him to a cross, 
the Gentiles have received os their King. They have crowned him 
Lord of all. And the day Bhall anivo when the long-proseired 
Jewish nation sLall return, pay their homage at Immanuel’s feet, and 
crown him Lord of all. H^olujah ! 

PRAYER. 

O LORI), wc adore thy sovereignty and justice in the 
present circumstances of the Jewish nation. They 
rejected thy 8on, in opposition to the evidence of the most 
splendid miracles; they cruelly murdered him by nailing 
him to the cross; they imprecated bis blood to fall on their 
heads, and on the lieads of their descendants, who, alas ! walk 
ill the footsteps of tlieir fathers ; — and thou art just in all that 
has befallen them. 

In thy rigliteousness, thou hast scattered them among the 
nations of the cartli, and thou hast brouglit upon them heavy 
calamities, and made tliein a liissing and a reproach among all 
people. Open the eyes of their priests, and their chief men, 
and the whole body of the people, to sec that they are now 
most assuredly visited with thy displeasure, because they con- 
tinue to reject Jesus of Nazareth as the Sou of God, and as the 
promised Messiah. Open their eyes to see that the time is 
I long since past when the Redeemer of men should appear as 
I the Saviour f)f the world. Remove the veil of enmity, of 
prejudice, and unbelief, with which their minds have been so 
Jong blinded. 0 restore them to thy church, and hasten the 
I fulfilmeiit of tliat promise, All Israel shall be saved, and there 
shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob; afterward the children of Israel shall 
return, and seek the Lord their God, and David their king; 
j and shall fear the Lord and his goodness in the latter days. 
Graciously hear our prayers, for Jesus^ sake. Amon. * 


J'0r IX jfrienb in 

OR AN APFLICTED MEMBER OE THE FAMILY, 

SICKNKSS OP A nELIKVER, 

Westerham. Serenifij. Chadivdl. C. m. 

“ HE WHOM THOU I.OVKRT 18 SICK.” 

1 A NT) must the objocts of thy love 

Feel sickness, pain and death ? 

Must those who liopo to dwell above, 

Resign their fleeting breath ? 

2 Yes ; every one of Adam’s race 

Effects of sin do mourn ; 

And thou hast righteously decreed, 

To dust wo must return. 

8 But thou, 0 Lord, canst raise the dead, 

And bid the sleeper rise ; 

Arouse him from Ins earthly bed, 

To dwell above the skies. 

4 Well, if I must resign my breatli, 

Unworthy though I am, 

Like Lazarus, 0 may my death 
Bring glory to thy name. W. Wauwib, 

I Reai) Psalv cxmi. 

j PRAYER.* 

I ^ LORD our God, thou art sovereign and wise in all the 
j ^ events of thy providence. Wc would now bow before thee 
• in humble adoration, and acknowledge thy just right and 

I • Tk9 oflbiing up of tlito pmyor was foHowod by the remarkable oonvenkm 
‘ ^ of a dyhig phyeldipi Hi Oomwal), attested to i^e by bbi sorviriiig siiaer.— 
AvmoA, 

TM 


soTereignt 7 in all the afflictions which are sent to the ohiltiren 
of men. Agreeably to thy mefdful will ano gracious command^ 
we present our earnest and affectionate prayers before thy 
throne of grace, in behalf of our dear friend whom thou hast 
laid upon the bed of affliction. 

O enable him [or her] to see thy hand in the affliction. 
Suffer him not to imagine that the event has occurred by 
chance. 0 may he see that it is sent under the wise and 
merciful direction of the God of grace. May he see that it is 
the hand of a loving Father, and not of an angry judge. O 
may he see that the affliction is sent by love and not by wrath. 

Lord, support him under his affliction. Thou knowest that 
human strength is weakness, and how soon the mind is over- 
whelmed by suffering, unless thy powerful and gracious arm is 
extended for help and deliverance. O place under our dear 
friend the everlasting and almighty arms of thy grace. May 
he feci a present Deity. Give him grace to sing and declare, 
in the presence of all around, for liis own consolation, and for 
their comfort : The eternal God is my refuge. Though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 
for thou art with me ; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

May our dear afflicted friend be comforted with suitable 
meditations on the bed of languishing. Convince him deeply 
that for his transgressions he deserves these sufferings ; yea, 
that these afflictions bear no proportion to the demerit of his 
sins. In sincere humility and repentance may he acknowledge, 
It is of the liord^s mercy I am not consumed ! May he also 
sec the wisdom of God in his affliction, and that it is the most 
suitable as to kind, and most seasonable as to time. Bring the 
sufferings of Christ to his remembrance. Even if agonized 
with pain, may he reflect that his agonies are nothing com- 
pared with the agonies of the Son of God, in Gethsemane's 
garden, and on Calvary's cross. Enable him to believe that 
the merit of Christ's sufferings has taken out the sting of the 
Divine curse from all the sufferings which he is called to 
endure. 

, Give him thy presence in his affliction. Fulfil graciously 
that promise, Fear not, for I am with thee ; be not dismayed, 
for I am thy God; I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help 
thee ; yea, I will uphold thee by the right hand of my right- 
eousness. 

Sanctify the affliction, and let it prove a blessing in disguise. 
O that his present sufferings may be instrumental in preparing 
him for a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 
May his thoughts and hopes rise from the bed of languishing 
to the throne of glory, , 

If it bo thy will, remove the affliction, and say to it. Go no 
farther. Sparc the life of our dear friend, we earnestly pray. 
O Lord, prolong his days ; but if death be in the cup, let the 
sufferings of time be followed by the triumphs of immortality. 

May this affliction be sanctified to us all ; and teach us the 
infinite importance of an interest in Christ. 

Lord, hear our prayers, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Per of a Jfnenk, 

OR ONE OF THE FAMILY. 

SICKNESS SWEETENED. 

WaruncL Unwmity^ Bat/^ Chapd^ , 0. 4t 

1 T^HEN languor and disease invade 
^ * This trembling house of clay, 

'lis sweet to look beyond ox^r cage, 

And long to fly awdy. 
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3 Simt to look inward, and attaad 

IRie Mrhispen of Ms lore ; 

Bweot to look upward to the |daoe 
Where Jesus pleads above. 

8 Sweet to look back, and see my name 
In life's fair book set down ; 

Sweet to look forward, and behold 
Eternal joys my own. 

4 Sweet to reflect, how grace divine 

My sins on Jesus laid ; 

Sweet to remember that his blood 
My debt of suffering paid. 

6 Sweet in his righteousness to stand, 

Which saves iVoin second death; 

Sweet to experience, day by day, 

His Spirit's quickening breath. 

6 Sweet on his faithfulness to rest. 

Whoso love can never end ; 

Sweet on his covenant of grace, 

For all things to depend. 

7 Sweet, in the confidence of faith, 

To trust his firm decrees ; 

Sweet to lie passive in his hands, 

And know no will but his. 

B If such tho sweetness of the streams. 

What must the fountain bo, ' 

Wlioro saints and angels draw their bliss 

Immediately from thee ! Topi.ai>y. 


Eead Psalk cxvi. 

PRAYER. 

VfTE desire, O Lord, with grateful hearts, to approach thy 
tlironc, and bless and adore thy great and gracious 
name. Tliou hast heard the voice of our supplications, and 
hi answer to our prayers thou hast raised our beloved friend 
from the, bed of suffering, and restored him [or her’\ to wonted 
health. What shall we render to tho Lord for all his benefits I 
O enable us to give thanks to the Lord^ for he is good; for 
his mercy eudureth for ever. Asa father pitieth his children, 
so thou our Saviour and our God pitiest them that fear thee ; 
for thou knowest our frame, thou rememberest that we are 
dust 

Wo thank thee that thou hast accomplished in our friend 
that animating promise. When thou passest through the 
waters I will be with thee ; and through the rivers, they shall 
not overflow thee : when thou walkest through tho fire thou 
shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee ; 
for I am the Lord thy God. If our dear friend was enabled, 
in the hour of affliction, to exercise faith in Jesus as the only 
foundation, and to lift up his hopes to heaven as his home, we 
praise thee for this exercise of grace. If our friend has enjoyed 
the consolations of the Gospel, and unspeakable benefit of thy 
comfoiting presence, we praise thee for these instances of thy 
special goodness. 

Enable our friend in health to fulfil those vows which he 
made in sickness. O let them not be like the morning-cloud, 
or the early dew, which soon passeth away. Let not his vows 
resemble the gourd of Jonah, which speedily grew up, and 
which as speedily withered away. May his life testify that all 
his resolutions have been formed in ‘the strength of Divine 
grace. As the gold is purified by the furnace, may he furnish 
satisfying evidence that the Holy Spirit, the Divine refiner, 
has sanctified him in the furnace of affliction. With the 
Psalmist, may he have just reason to exclaim, in the exercise 
of holy thankfulness ana praise, Bcftae I was afflicted I went 
astray; but now have I kept thy word. It is good for me 
that 1 have been afflicted: that 1 learn thy statutes. 


Now that our bdoved friend has been raised from the bed 
oi affliction, may his life be more devoted to thy glory, may 
he be more active in thy service, and in seeking and promoting 
the prosperity of thy kingdom ; may he testify less love to 
this world and its objects, and more love to heaven and its 
realities — less love to the creature, and more love to Jesus his 
Creator and Saviour. 

Though thou hast mercifully preserved him from death at 
this time, O may he seriously remember that the time will 
come when the messenger of death will perform his work, and 
the body which has been restored to health shall be deprived 
of life, and laid in the silent grave. May he and all of us, in 
the prospect of our death, receive Jesus the only Saviour; then 
for us to live will be Christ, and to die gain. 

Graciously hear our prayers, for Jesus^ sake. Amen. 


Jftcr Jtatl af k 


PROSPECT OF HEAVEN HAKES DEATH EASY. 

Oibeah, Jordan*a Banks, Milfs's Lmc, Pros^cU c. 

1 ^HEliE is a land of pure delight, 

Whoro saints immortal reign, 

Infinite day excludes tho night, 

And pleasures banish pain. 

2 There everlasting spring abides, 

And never- withering flowers ; 

Death like a narrow sea divides 
This heavenly land from ours. 

3 Sweet fields beyond the swelling flood 

Stand dressed in living green : 

So to tho Jews old Canaan stood, 

While Jordan rolled between. 

4 But timorous mortals start and shrink 

To cross this narrow sea, 

And linger shivering on the brink. 

And fear to launch away. 

6 0 ! could wo make our doubts remove, , 

Those gloomy doubts that rise. 

And see tho Canaan that wo love. 

With unbeeloudod eyes ! 

6 Could wo but climb whero Moses stood, 

And view tho land-scape o’er, 

Not Jordan's stream, nor death's cold flood, 

Should fright us from the sliore. 

Watts, 06 , B . £1 


Read Psalm xxii. and xxiv. 

PRAYER. 

^UR Father who art in heaven, bereaved of a beloved 
^ earthly parent, we bow before thee in the name of Jesus, 
and we would acknowledge and adore thee as our God and 
our Father. O thou who dost all things well, wc acknowledge 
thy justice, thy wisdom, and thy sovereignty in this bereaving 
and afflicting event of thy providence. We were unworthy of 
the great blessing of the enjoyment of the dearly beloved 
parent thou hast taken from us by the hand of death* We 
thank thee that our deceased parent was preserved over us so 
long, and that we have so long enjoyed the benefit of his [or 
Aerj gufnrdianship, counsel, example, and prayers. We implore 
thy grace to preserve in our minds tlie lively remembrance of 
hi$ graces, hi$ virtues, and hia activify in thy service. 

Preserve us from sinking under thine afflicting hand. May 
the language of our soul be, It is the Lord, let him do what 
seemeth meet in his sight 1 Blessed Jesus, enable ns to cleave 
to thee aa oar everlasting Father, from whom we can never be 
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■epwated by the hand of death or the ravages of the tomb. 

0 say to ns, and may the saying comfort our bleeding hearts, 

1 will be a Father unto you, and yo shall be my sons and 
dauf^ters. May the death of our earthly parent enable us to 
deave more closely to thee, our heavenly Father. May we 
long and pray and prepare to meet our departed parent beyond 
the stariy skies, where we shall be separated no more, and 
where we shall be ever with the Lord. 

O hear our prayers, for Jesus* sake. Amen. 


Jffr ait Jfflirfeit Infant. 


FRAYER FOR A SICK CHILD. 

Wthsttr^B, St» MarjfB, JBangor, Q. M. 

1 TESUS, great healer of mankind, 

Who dost our sorrows bear, 

Let an afflicted parent find 
An answer to his prayer. 

2 I look for help in thee alone, 

To thee for succour fly ; 

My child is sick, my darling child, 

And at the point to die. 

8 By deep distress a suppliant made, 

By agony of grief, 

Most justly might thy love upbraid 
My lingering unbelief, 

4 Surely if thou pronounce tho word, 

If thou the answer give. 

My dying child shall bo restored, 

And to thy glory live. 

6 0 save the father, in the child, 
llestore him, Lord, to me ; 

My heart shall thankful bo and mild, 

And give him back to thco. C. Wwjlev. 

B.KA1) 2 Samdkl XII. 15 — 23. 

PRAYER. 

/^OD and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, thou 
^ art a Sovereign, and therefore canst do what scemeth 
good in thy sight. We approach tliy throne, in behalf of our 
beloved and afflicted child. Though our cliild has not reached 
tho years of discretion, and cannot be chargeable with actual 
transgression, yet thou art righteous in the afflictions thou hast 
laid on our infant. As inheriting from Adam original sin, his 
\oT her\ fallen covenant head, we acknowledge thy justice in 
all the pains the child is now called to endure. We desire to 
feel humble and submissive under thy holy and sovereign will. 

We lay our dear child at thy feet. Thou merciful Jesus, 
who in the days of thy flesh saidst, Suffer little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven; we bring our aflMcted child to thee. We commit 
him into thine arms ; and we earnestly pray that thou wouldst 
bless him, and preserve his life. Our child cannot pray, but 
may his cries enter into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth, and 
w^his health be restored, and his days be lengthened. 

Gfraoiously mitigate his sufferings, and alleviate his pain. 
Raise him to serve thee and honour thee. May this child live 
to be an minent ornament of the Gospel of Christ. But if it 
is thy wise and sovereign will that he should die of this 
affliction^ may early death be early glory ; and may he shine 
through all eternity aa a jewel in the Saviour’s crown. 

MemMy hear our prayers, for Jesus’ s^. Amen. 
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CHILDREN DEDICATED TO GOD. 

FaiUworth. Inrad. QaiMhciro\ a Ifc 

1 ^ENTILES by nature, wo belong 
” To the wild olive wood ; 

Grace took us fh)m the barren tree. 

And grafts us in the good. 

2 With the same blessings grace endows 

Tho Gentile and the Jew ; 

If pure and holy be the root. 

Such aro tho branches too. 

3 Then let tho children of tho saints 

Be dedicate to God ; 

Pour out thy Spirit on them, Lord, 

I And wash them in thy blood. 

4 Thus to the parents and their seed 

Shall thy salvation come, 

And num6rouB households meet at last 
In one eternal home. Wattb, 1 14, B , /. 

Read Psalh xvi. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, we bow down before thy throne in the 
exercise of humility and thankfulness. We presented our 
prayers in behalf of our beloved infant, who was brought low 
by thine afflicting hand, and threatened with early and pre- 
mature death ; we praise thee that our unworthy prayers 
reached thy gracious ear, and that our supplications have been 
I mercifully answered; if thou hadst dealt with us as we deserved, 
thou wouldst have deprived us of our dear infant, yea, thou 
wouldst have written our name childless. But thou hast been 
merciful to our unrighteousness. Truly, O Lord, we are less 
than the least of all thy mercies. May our preserved child 
live to maturity of years, and prove a distinguished ornament of 
tiie Christian profession. May we live to see the graces of the 
Spirit shine in the life and example of our child with great 
brightness and loveliness. May our beloved infant be spared 
by thy gracious providence to be an humble, active, useful 
member of thy Church on earth ; and at the close of life be 
translated to the joyful regions above, to be a pillar in thy 
heavenly temple, to go no more out. 

We would now, in the exercise of parental affection, and 
in humble dependence on the aid of the Divine Spirit, dedicate 
this our infant to thee, O Saviour. We present him [or Acr] 
before thee, soul and body, for life and death, for time and 
eternity. 

O Lord, may our thanksgivings and petitions come up 
before thee with acceptance, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Jfter % gwtjf flf ail Infant. 

INFANTS DYING IN THE ARMS Of JESUS. 
Arabia. Bwmsr Ohapd. 

1 ^HY life I read, my dearest Lord, 

With transport all divine ; 

Thino image trace in every word. 

Thy love in every line. 

2 Mothinks I see a thousand ohams 

Spread o’er thy lovely face. 

While infants in thy tender arms 
Receive the smil^ graoe. 
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i I these little lambs, said hO| 

And lay ihmn in my breast : 

Ptoteotion they shall find in me — 

In me be eyer blest 

4 Death may the bands of life nnloosoi 
But can’t dissolye my loye ; 

Millions of infant souls compose 
The fhmily above. 

6 Their feeble frames my power shall raise 
And mould with heavenly skill : 

I’ll give them tongues to sing my praise, 

And hands to do my will. 

6 His words the happy parents hear, 

And shout with joys divine, 

Dear Saviour ! all wo have and are 

Shall be for ever thine. Dr. S. Siennet. 

B<eai> Matthew u. 

PRAYER, 

0 LORD; thou art the living Ood and the sovereign disposer 
of the life of all thy creatures. For a short time thou 
didst preserve onr dear infant in the land of the living — for a 
short time we looked upon our infant with fond hope, humbly 
praying that he [or she] might have lived to be the prop of 
our declining years, and to have been a useful member and a 
shiniifg ornament of thy church ; but in thy wisdom thou hast 
taken from us the delight of our eyes. We desire to bow 
with humble submission to thy sacred will. Holy Spirit, 
enable us to say with Job, thy servant, who was bereaved of 
all his children, The Lord gave, the Lord hath taken away, 
and blessed be the name of the Lord I If we have cleaved too 
closely in our fond affections to our departed child — if we have 
in anv degree cherished an idolatrous regard — ^if we have 
placed our babe in the place of God — if we have sinfully 
mourned over the death of our child — ^we earnestly pray for 
the pardon of these our sins. 

Lord Jesus, comfort us under this our affliction, and enable 
ns to believe that our dear babe is with thee in heaven. O 
teach us to rejoice in the maturity of mind and of grace, and 
in the glorious heights of blessedness, to which our dear infant 
is exalted in the heavenly world. Enable us to live in the 
believing hope of meeting our bal)e beyond the skies, where 
our tears of grief shall be for ever exchanged for songs of 
praise. 

Blessed Jesus, we would now cleave to thee, the Child born 
and the Son given. 

0 hear our prayers, and comfort our hearts, for a Saviour’s 
sake. Amen. 


before % Intent of a Jfte. 

BEFORE A FUNERAL. 

^ JfimicA. Lawrence Jewry, PauTe, L. v. 

1 rpHROIJGH every age, eternal God, 

Thou art our rest, our safe abode ; 

High was thy throne ere heaven was made, 

Or earth, thy hnmblo footstool, laid. 

2 Long hadst thou reigned ere time began, 

Or dast was fashioned to a man ; 

Andlong thy kin^om shall endure 
When earth and time shall be no more. 

3 But man, weak man, is bom to die, 

Made up of guilt and vanity; 

Thy dreadffil sentence, Lora, was just, 

Betom, ye sianeii, to the dust. 


4 A thousand of our years amount 
Scarae to a day in thine aocount ; 
like yesterday’s doparted light, 

Or the last watch of ending night 

6 Death like an overflowing stream 
Sweeps us away; our life’s a dream; 

An empty tale ; a morning flower. 

Cut down and withered in an hour, 

6 Our age to seventy years is sot : 

How short the term ! how fhdl the state ! 

And if to eighty we arrive, 

We rather sigh and groan than lire. 

7 But 0 how oft thy wrath appears ! 

And cuts off our expected years ; 

Thy wrath awakes our humble dread ; 

W^c fear the power that strikes us dead. 

8 Teach us, 0 Lord, how ffail is man ; 

And kindly lengthen out our span. 

Till a wise care of piety 

Fits us to die, and dwell with thee, 

Watw, P^, jo. 

Read Psalk xxxix. 

PRAYER. 

Y^E acknowledge, O Lord our God, thy justice in the sen- 
fence, It is appointed unto man once to die, and after 
death the judgment. May the death of our beloved friend, 
whose lifeless body is now stretched upon the bed of death, be 
instrumental, by thy Holy Spirit, in impressing our minds 
with the thought of our own mortality. Preserve us from 
the delusion of deliberately attempting to banish from our 
thoughts the unavoidable event of our own dissolution. 

We praise thee that thou hast revealed unto us Jesus, as 
the great conqueror of death. O Immanuel, by thy death 
thou hast taken away the sting of death, even the guilt of sin, 
which alone can render death formidable to the soul. Give us 
faith in thee as our Saviour; then we shall be able to look on 
death, not as a foe, but as a friend, to conduct us to the gates 
of heaven. 

We bless thee, O Lord, that we have reason to believe the 
soul of our dear departed friend is now occupying a place in 
heaven, through the merit of our Saviour’s death. Let us not, 
then, mourn as those who have no hope. By faith may we 
now flee to Jesus ; — may we hear, as it were, a voice from his 
[or her] lifeless ashes, calling upon us to hearken to the calls 
of mercy, and no longer to refuse an offered Saviour. While 
we are solemnly affected by the circumstance of the lifeless 
body of our friend remaining under our roof till the period of 
interment, may we be led to inquire whether our souls are 
delivered.from the bonds of spiritual death. O Lord, give us 
spiritual life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. 


%ikx Intent nf a Jfrwnir. 

BLESSED ARB THEY WHO DIE IN THE LORD. 

Fwnerdl Thought, MaryUbone, Carolina, e M. 

1 TJEAR what the voice from heaven proclaims. 

For all the pious dead ; 

Sweet is the savour of their names, 

And soft their sleeping bed. 

2 They die in Jesus, and ora blessed, 

How kind their slumbers are ! 

From sufferings and ffom sins released, 

And ffoed from every snoro. 
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8 Tnr from this world of toil and strife, 

They 'ro present with the Lord ; 

The labours of their mortal life 
End in a largo reward. 

Waits, 18, £, I. 

Eead Acts yiu., 1 — 17. 

PRAYER. 

O N this solemn day, O Lord, where can we flee for consola- 
tion and help but to thyself alone ? By the removal from 
us of our dear relative, whose body has this day been com- 
mitted to the grave, thou hast smitten us ; but we desire to 
trust that with everlasting loving-kindness thou wilt have 
mercy upon us. In this bereaving event thou hast caused us 
Ifrief ; but we pray that thou ivouldst have compassion upon 
us according to the multitude of thy mercies. Have mercy 
upon us, O Lord, according to thy loving-kindness ; accord- 
ing to the multitude of thy tender mercies, blot out our 
transgressions. 

The body of our friend is now shut up in the grave ; may 
this sensibly remind us that the crucified humanity of Jesus 
was shut up in the tomb. Adored be thy name, O Saviour, 
that thou hast thus honoured the grave, and made it a bed of 
rest for all thy people. 

Wc bless thee, O Lord, for the glorious discovery of the 
resurrection. While our hearts arc sad that we shall no 
more see our departed friend in the land of the living, 0 may 
we sing with the believing transport of an apostle, That 
which is sown in corruption shall be raised in incorruption ; 
that which is sown in dishonour shall be raised in glory ; that 
which is sown in weakness shall be raised in power ; and that 
which is sown a natural body shall be raised a spiritual body. 

Enable us now, 0 Jesus, to rejoice in thee as a living 
Saviour. In the prospect of our own death and interment, 
and in the hopes of a blessed resurrection, we now surrender 
ourselves to thee. 

O Lord, hear and answer and forgive, for Jesus^ sake. 
Amen. 


Jfffr ail Slimsto. 


DANGEROUS ILLNESS OF A MINISTER. 

' Elmdon, St, Lawrence, Babylon Streamt, Gotdd*t, L. M. 

1 ^ THOU, before w'hoso gracious throne 
” We bow our suppliant spirits down, 

View the sad breast, the streaming eye. 

And let our sorrows pierce the sky. 

2 Thou know’st the anxious cares wo feel, 

And all our trembling lips would tell ; 

Thou only cuiist assuage our grief, 

And yield our woe fraught hearts relief. 

3 Though wo h.avo sinned, and justly dread 
Tho vengeaneo liovering o’er our head, 

Yet, I’ow'or benign, thy servant spare, 

Kor turn aside thy people’s prayer. 

4 Avert thy swift descending stroke, 

Nor Binitt! tho shepherd of the flock. 

Lest o’er the barren waste we stray, 

To prowding wolves an easy prey. 

5 Restore him, sinking to tho grave ; 

Stretch out thine arm, make haste to save ! 

Back to our hope and wishes give. 

And bid our friend and father live. 

6 Bound to eacli soul by tenderest ties, 

In every breast his imago lies ; 

Thy pitying aid, 0 God, impart, 

Vor rend him from each ble^ing heart. 

T«0 


7 Yetifouriapplioatioiiifftil, 

And prayers and tears oan nought pimdl, 
Condemned on this dark desert coast 
To mourn our much-loved loader loot : 

8 Be thou his strength, be thou his stay, 

Support him through the gloomy way; 

Comfort his soul, surround his bed, 

And guide him through the* dreary shade 

9 Around him may tho angels wait, 

Booked with their robes of heavenly state, 

To teach his happy soul to riso. 

And waft him to his native skies. 

IIead PniLirriANs n. 

PRAYER. 

T^XALTED Jehovah, we adore thee as the Father of 
mercies, and as the sovereign disposer of all events. 
We fall down before thee, to present our humble and earnest 
prayers in behalf of thy servant our beloved minister, whom 
thou hast laid upon the bod of afiiiction. If consistent, with 
thy holy will, and thy wise and inscrutable purposes, do thou 
raise him up from his bed of suffering ' and pain. May the 
means which are employed for this purpose be attended by 
thy blessing; and may the prayers whiljh are presented for 
his restoration to former health, activity, and usefulness, come 
up before thy throne with gracious acceptance. 

We bless thee, O Lord, that in our pleading with thee, we 
are permitted, in thy great condescension, to use arguments. 
For the honour of thy name, and for the furtherance of thy 
Gospel, mercifully restore our minister to health. For the 
extension of a Saviour^s fame, and for the publishing of a 
Saviour’s love, mercifully restore our minister to health. For 
the conversion of sinners, for the edification and comfort of 
saints, mercifully restore our beloved minister to health. O 
add many more years to his life, that many more souls may 
be added to his ministry. O spare his life, that he xna^ be 
ijustrumental in yet turning many sinners from the evil of 
their ways. Prepare him and prepare us for tliy holy will, 
If he lives, may it be Christ ; if he dies, may it be gain. In 
the heavenly world may be shine as tho brightness of the 
firmament, fbr ever and ever. 

Lord, hear our earnest prayers, and forgive our sina, for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


i\t |ltf0berg of a SStimsfer. 

MINISTERS ABOUNDING IN THE WORK OP THE LORD* 

Kemaey, Warrington, BramcocUc, Aylif Street, L, JL 

1 *D EFOllE thy throne, otomal Xing) 

" Thy ministers their tribute bring — 

Their tribute of united praise, 

For heavenly news and peaceful days. 

2 We sing tho conquests-of thy sword, 

And publish loud thy healing word ; 

While angola sound thy glorious name, 

Thy iwving grace our Ups proclaim. 

3 Thy various service we esteem 

Our sweet employ, our bliss supreme : 

And, while we Ihy heavenly lovR, 

Wo bum like seraphim above. 

i Not seraphs there con over raise 
With us an equal song of praise ; 

They are the noblest work of Go^ 

But we, tho purobase of his Uoodr 


* APPffiWDIX. 


9 Still in thy work would abottnd ; 6 nirong^eve^MeneofbfeimddMtii, 

StiU prime the vine, or plough the groimd ; This promise is onr trust ; 

Thv sheep with wholesome pasture feed, And this shall be our children’s song, 

An'd watim them witii unwearied heed. 'When we are odd in dust. Dodimumb. 

0 Thou art our Lord, our life, our lore, 

Our care below, our crown abore ; Baun J^miBims xx. 


Thy praise shall be our best employ, 

Thy presence our eternal joy. 

B«FaAifois. 

E&ad PniLippiAirs xi. 

PBAYEB. 

TITE desire, most gracious and merciful God and Father in 
▼ ▼ Christ, to approach thy throne with grateful, humble 
hearts. Who is like unto thee, O Lord, glorious in holiness, 
fearful in praises, doing wonders ? Holy Spirit, enable us to 
present acceptable thanksgivings and praises to our God, for 
nis great mercy in hearing our earnest prayers, and in raising 
our beloved minister from the bed of suffering and affliction. 
Thou, O Lord, hast heard our prayer and our supplication. 
We cried unto thee from the depths, and thou hast heard our 
voice. What shall we render unto thee, the Lord, for all 
thy benefits? We thank thee for permitting and enabling 
our beloved pastor to appear in thy courts, and to sound the 
sweet accents of the Gospel trumpet. We thank and praise 
thee, that we have been allowed to see him in his pulpit, 
and that we have not been called upon to lay him in his 
grave. 

Affectionately we pray, that his affliction may be crowned 
with the greatest benefit to himself, and with the greatest 
benefit to us. May we all find that the dispensation is 
crowned with blessings. Wc pray that our beloved minister 
may appear like the gold which has come purified from the 
furnace, and that all his graces may shine with renewed and 
increasing brightness. O enable him to preach Christ more 
faithfully, and may great success attend his labours. May 
his last days be his best, — ^most honourable to God, and most 
usefiil to men. 

Lord, hear our prayers, and accept our thanksgivings, for 
/esus^ sake. Amen. 


flf \i useful Uliiuster. 

OOMFOET UNDER THE LOSS OF MINISTERS. 

Warwick, Itoxton, Ann*». Stephen*^. C. M. 

1 *1^ OW let our drooping hoarts revive, 

And all our tears be dry ; 

Why should those eyes bo drowned in grief. 
Which view a Saviour nigh ? 

2 What though tho arm of conquering death 

Does God’s own house invade ? 

"What though the prophet and tho priest 
Be numbered with the dead ? 

8 Though earthly shepherds dwell in dost, 

The aged and tho young ; 

The watchful eye in darkness closed, 

And mute the instructive tongue ; 

4 The eternal Shepherd still survives, 

New comfort to impart ; 

His still guides us, and his voice 
Still animates our heart. 

I IiO, I am with you, saith the Lord, 
lly church shall safe abide; 

For I will ne’er forsake my own, 

Whoso sorIs in me confide 


PBAYEB. 

O liOBD our God, we desire, in the name of Jesus, to bow 
down before tbee in humble submission to thy holy and 
sovereign will. Thou hast taken from us our beloved pastor. 
Thy will be done. It is tho Lord, let him do what seemeth 
good in his sight. In thy great mercy thou didst fpvo us 
thy servant to labour amongst ns for a season ; and in thy 
sovereignty thou hast taken him from us, to dwell in loftier 
regions, and to worship before thy heavenly throne. Help, 
Lord, for the godly man ceaseth ; for the faithful fail from 
among the children of men. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for thy kindness to our beloved 
minister on the bed of suffering, and in the valley and shadow 
of death. Adored be tby name, that he felt the power and 
tasted the sweetness of those blessed and consolatory truths 
which he so successfully and faithfully testified to others. 
We praise thee, that he was enabled in the trying hour to 
lean on Jesus, the Divine and almighty prop, and implicitly 
to commit his soul into the arms of that Saviour who has 
now exalted him to the joys of heaven. 

Lord, bless to us the remembrance of his discourses, his 
example, his graces, and his prayers. May the seed he has 
sown be followed by a rich and an eternal harvest. May we 
at last join his fellowship in the skie«, and unite in casting 
our crowns at our Saviour’s feet. O let not our departed 
pastor appear as a witness against us at the last day. Biessec’ 
Jesus, send us another minister to fill his place, filled with 
the Holy Spirit. 

All wc ask is for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


TRUST IN OOD. 

Lutton, Mercy Seat. Lehawm. Mcmning. L. ta, 

1 T)KAI8E yc the Lord, my heart shall join 
A In work so ijleasant, so divine ; 

Now, while tho flesh is mine abode, 

And when my soul ascends to God. 

2 Praise shall employ my noblest powers. 

While immortality endures ; 

My days of praise shall ne’er bo past, 

While life, and thouglit, and being last. 

8 Happy tho man whoso hopes rely 
On Israel’s God ; ho made the sky, 

And earth and seas, with all their train, 

And none shall find his promise vain. 

4 His truth for ever stands socuro ; 

He saves the opprest, he feeds tho poor : 

He sends the labouring conscience peace, 

And grants tho prisoner sweet release. 

8 Tho Lord hath eyes to give tho blind ; 

The Lord supports the sinking mind ; 

He helps tho stranger in distress, 

The widow and tho fatherless. 

6 He loves his saints, ho knows thorn well. 

But turns the wicked down to hell : 

Thy God, 0 Zion, ever reigns ; 

Praise him in everlasting strains. IV. 14^. 

BrU) PbALK CXLVI. 
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PEAYEE. 

^UE Father who art in heaycn, we desire humbly to adore 
^ thee in thy sovereignty, thy justice, and thy wisdom. 
Thou hast taken from us our beloved parents by the hand of 
death. Thou hast deprived us of those who were our kind 
guardians and our affectionate counsellors. Thou hast de« j 
prived us of the nearest and most valuable of our earthly 
friends, and we are now left orphans upon the face of the 
earth. 

Glory and praise to our God, that though we are deprived 
of valuable earthly parents, we are not deprived of thee, O 
God of salvation, our heavenly and eternal Father. Though 
we are deprived of their watchful care, we are not deprived of 
thine; and though wc have no longer the benefit of their 
counsel, we rejoice that we have constant access to that 
wisdom which is laid up in Christ. 

We desire, 0 Lord, to submit to thy will. Thy will be 
done I The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, and 
blessed be the name of the Lord I 

We rejoice, O God, that thou art the orphans^ God. O 
fulfil in us the animating promises thou hast given to comfort 
the heart of the fatherless and the orphan. Thou hast said 
to dying fathers, Leave thy fatherless children, and I will 
preserve them alive. Lord, do as thou hast said. Thou liast 
promised, I will be the father of the fatherless, and the 
orphan’s stay. Lord, do as thou hast said. O Jesus, into 
thy hands we commend our spirit. All our concerns, tem- 
poral and spiritual, wc commit into thy hand. Holy Spirit, 
enable us now to say, Lo, tliis is our God, we have waited for 
him, and he will save us ; this is the Lord, we have waited for 
him, wo will be glad, and rejoice in his salvation. Now, O 
Lord, we would cleave to thee as our Father and God. 

Lord, hear our prayers, heal our wounds, forgive our sins, 
for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


PEAYEE. 


counsel in the exercises of our holy faith. Thou hast burst 
asunder those sacred bonds by which we were united together ; 
and by the hand of death thou hast dissolved that hallowed 
relation which formed the basis of our social usefulness, 
happiness, and fellowship. Holy Spirit, give me grace to 
bow in humble submission before the inscrutable decrees and 
the righteous will of the Lord mv God. Truly, 0 Lord Gted, 
clouds and darkness are round about thee, righteousness and 
judgment are the habitation of thy throre. 

I confess, O my God, that my sins deserve this heavy 
calamity ! Great is my affliction, but far greater my sins. 
Jesus, my Saviour, O let the guilt of all my sins be removed 
by the merit of thy righteousness. Lord, enable thy servant 
and her fatherless children to place all their confidence in 
thee. Encourage us by thy promise, and teach us to cleave 
to it in faith : I will be the husband of the widow, the father 
of the fatherless, and the orphan’s stay. O Jesus, be to me 
an husband, from whom 1 shall never be separated by the 
hand of death. Say unto my afflicted soul, 1 will betroth 
thee unto me for ever ; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in 
righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving-kindness, and 
in mercies. Lord Jesus, 1 surrender myself to thee, I place 
my children at thy feet. Guide us safely through the vale of 
life, and at last conduct us to the heavenly mansions, for our 
Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


jfer a So%r ani> Itefo-Irom |§alre. 




COMFORT IN GOD UNDER THE DEATH OF FRIENDS. 
Sherboum, NaiUmrih, Ulveraton, FawcetU i 

1 ^HE God of lovo will sure indulge 

A The flowing tear, the heaving sigh, 

When righteous persons fall around, — 

When tender friends and kindred die. 

2 Yet not one anxious murmuring thought 
Should with our mourning passions blend : 
Nor would our bleeding hearts forget 
The almighty, ever-living Friend. 

3 Beneath a numerous train of ills, 

Our feeble flesh and heart may fail ; 

Yet shall our hope in thee, 0 God I 
0*er every gloomy fear prevail. 

d Parent and husband, guard and guide ! 

GThou art each tender name in one : 

On thee we cast our every care, 

And comfort seek from thee alone. 

6 Onr Father God ! to thee wo look, 

Our rock, our portion, and our Mend- 
And on thy covenant lovo and truth 
Onr sinking souls shall s^ depend. 


Bead Psalm exxr. 


CHRISrS LOVE TO CHILDREN. 
Arahia, Swanwiclc, Oondetcemion. 

1 CEE IsraeUs gentle Shepherd stand 
^ With all engaging oharms ; 

Hark ! how ho colls the tender lambs. 

And folds them in his arms ! 

2 Permit them to approach, he cries, 

Nor scorn their humble name ; 

For ’twas to bless such souls as these 
The Lord of angels came. 

3 Wo bring tliem. Lord, by fervent prayer. 

And yield them up to thee ; 

Joyful that we ourselves ore thine, 

Thine let our offspring be. 

4 Ye little flock, with pleasure hear ; 

Yo children, seek his face ; 

And fly with transport to receive 
The blessings of his grace. 

6 If orphans they are left behind, 

Thy guardian care we trust ; 

That care shall heal our bleeding hearts, 
If weeping o’er their dust. 

I 

EsAt) 1 TmoTHT n. 
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PEAYEE. 

^ LOED, our lives aio in thy hand. It is in thee we live, 
” move, and have oui being. We appear before thy throne 
in behalf of our dear friend, one of the heads of our beloved 
family. We thank thee that thou hast given her thy presence, 
thy help, and thy blessing, in the hour of danger, fear, mm 
suffering. We present our grateful praises, that she is the 
Uving mother of a living babe. May her heart be Med with 


APPINDEL 


iluaikAib«N wd |o; for wlutt her God and Father haa done 
hei*, md may aoe exidaiiu, in the language of holy dero* 
Ijcfo, aonl Mth minify the Lord. EnaUe her to make a 
ima briUmng dedioation of heraelf and babe to Jeaua. Aa 
Hannah dedioated little Samuel to larael’a God, may ahe 
dedicate heaelf and child to her God and Father in Chriat. 

liet both the mother and the child live before thee. O 
pnabrye the babe from early death. May he [or <Ae] reach 
maturity of yeara. May he live to receive the inatructiona of 
hia paienta, and by them, aa humble inatrumenta, be trained 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. O make this 
cnild a jewel in the Saviour’s crown ; O make him a star in 
the Saviour’s right hand. 

If, in the mysteries of thy providence, he should be re- 
moved by death in his infant days, O may his soul be con- 
veyed to glory on the wings of eternal love, to the house not 
made wUh hands, eternal in the heavens. And may all the 
members of our family at last assemble before the throne of 
God and the Lamb. 

Hear our prayers, for the sake of Jesus, our Surety and 
Saviour. Amen. 


Jfor a San Ifabinif ||amc, 

WITH A VIEW OF GOING INTO BUSINESS. 

YOUTH SUPPORTED, 

SpiUbrock* Jordan*i Banks, (l M. 

1 T)LACED on the verge of youth, my mind 
^ Life’s opening scene surveys; 

O’er all its ills of various kind 
With awful fear I gaze. 

3 0 how shall I, with heart prepared, 

Its terrors learn to meet ? 

How from its thousand snares to guard 
My unexperienced feet ? 

3 Let faith suppress each rising fear, 

Each anxious doubt exclude ; 

My Maker’s w^ has placed mo here, 

A Maker wise and good. 

4 He to my every trial knows 

Its just restraint to give ; 

Attentive to behold my woes, 

And faithful to relieve. 

5 Then why thus heavr, 0 my soul ? 

Say, whv distrustful still ? 

Thv thoughts with vain impatience roll, 

O’er scenes of future ill. 

6 Though griefs unnumbered throng thee round, 

StiU in thy God condde, 

Whose finger marks the seas their bound, 

And curbs the headlong tide. 

McRaxoK. 

Beu) Psalm xxxiv. 

PRAYER. 

TT is by thy good providence, O God, that we exist as a 
I famdy. What sh^l we render to the Lord for the abtin- 
! dant mercies we have received, since we were formed as a 
I family, and which have been most graciously continued wish 
us up to the present day 1 

Jjxti, bless our dear son, who is about to be separated fron.: 
us for tile uurpose of entering on a useful ana honourable 
TOQstion* Wa thank God that he is not separated from us by 
doitiu 0 preserve him long to adorn the Gospel of the great 


God our Saviour, And we thank thee that he is not sepa- 
rated from us by the hand of penal justice, and removed to 
distant lands, — ^Merdful God, as thou hast preserved him 
from temptation in the past, 0 preserve him from temptation 
in the future. May he be in reality convinced of sin, rege- 
nerated by the Holy Ghost, adorned with grace, and array^ 
in the robe of a Redeemer’s righteousness. 

Give him grace readily and meekly to submit to the 
restraints connected with the acquirement of that knowledge 
in business which is necessary for his future support, useful- 
ness, and happiness. Make him dutiful, obedient, and kind 
to his employers. Give him grace to manage hia temper, 
and most wisely to govern and regulate his speech. O Lord, 
while leaving his Other’s house, may he not forsake his 
father’s God. Make him a praying youth. May he ever 
begin and end his day with intercourse with God. May he 
be a blessing to his employer, and may liis employer be a 
blessing to him. Lord, preserve him from temptation. Affec- 
tionately wo commend him to thy care, O Lord. Hear our 
prayer, for Jesus’ sake. ‘ Amen. 


#it SJamirge of one of t|e jfantilir. 


WEDDINQ HYMN. 

Dmmarh. b K. 

1 "l^HEN Adam from the dust was made, 

And stood complete before his God ; 

His happiness still felt a shade, 

Though placed on Eden’s genial sod. 

2 Thus said the higli and lofty One, 

Thou art for social life inclined ; 

It is not good to bo alone, 

Nor good for body or for mind. 

3 Forth came a partner kind and fair. 

Whose love ’twas thought would never cloy; 

Behold the happy, happy pair, 

Sharing each other’s eartlily joy. 

4 Hail, wedded love ! by heaven ordained, 

May wo its purest blessings know ; 

Be its best rites by us maintained, 

To cheer our hearts while here below. 

6 Hail, wedded pair ! bo yours the bliss, 

To live in harmony and love ; 

And wlien this world with you shall cease. 

May purer joys be yours above. 

W. Walrbr. 

Read Jouk ii. 

PRAYER. 

TT^E praise thee, O Lord, that we have constant access to 
the throne of grace, and that we are permitted to 
acknowledge thee in all our ways. 

We implore thy blessing on the important transaction of 
this day. One of our family has entered into a relation the 
most important, sacred, and solemn. Ratify and confirm in 
heaven what haa been done by thy gracious sanction on earth. 
May the life of our friends thus united be long, prosperous, 
and happy. May their love and harmony and comfort render 
their relation and their life a true emblem of the union sub- 
sisting betwixt Christ and the Church. May their mutual 
love never expire ; and may it be sweetened and dignified by 
Christian confidence and esteem. Make them in an especial 
manner to each other, oounsellors, helpers, and comforteni. 
Jjord, enable them to begin their career with the observance 
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rf domestio worship; and may the fire of evangelical devotion 
burn on the domestic altar to the close of life. Like Zachari^ 
and Elizabeth; may they walk in all the statutes and ordi- 
nances of the Lord blameless. 

If in thy sovereign arrangements they should bo blessed with 
offspring; may they train them up for Jesus and immortality. 
— Prepare them for all the difficulties and trials of the 
journey. In all things, may they submit with faith and 
resignation to the will of God. When separated by death; 
may they exercise the well-grounded hope of meeting beyond 
the skieS; to live together amid the joys of heaven. 

Graciously hear our prayers, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 


•ay. Father, I have aiimed agaiait heaven, ind in 
and am no more worthy to be called thy aon. Stop twh, 0 
Lord, in his career of tin, and let him not {dotige headk^ 
into the lake of woe ! MercifuUv pluck Urn aa a hnmd dot 
of the burning I O bring forth the best robe of a lledeeiB«^ 
righteousness, and put it on him ; then shall we sing, !^is 
our son was dead, And is alive again : he vras loat and is 
found 1 

O Lord, hear the prayer of thine afflicted servants, fitiir 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


jfor it Jvfklliwiis 

WHO HAS LEFT HIS FATHEIl’S HOUSE. 


A YOUTH FALLING SHORT OF HEAVEN. 

Geneva. Camjthtll. Lewton. Stirling, L w. 

1 TV^UST all the charms of nature then 

So hopeless to salviition prove ? 

Can h(ill demand, cun h(.*avcn condemn. 

The mtm Avhom Jesus deigns to love ? 

2 The man who sought the waj’s of truth, 

Paid friends and lU'igh hours all their due, 

A modest, sober, lovely youth, 

And thought ho Mounted nothing new. 

3 But mark the change ! llius spake the Lord 
Come, part with Ciirth for heaven to-day ; 

The youth, astonished at the word, 

In silent sadness wont his way. 

4 Poor virtues that he boasted so, 

This test unable to endure ; 

Let Christ, and grace, and glory go. 

To make his land and money sure. 

5 Ah foolish choice of treasures here ! 

Ah fatal loro of tempting gold ! 

Must tliis base world bo bought so dear ? 

Are life and heaven so cheaply sold ? 

6 In vain tho clmrms of nature shine, 

If this vile passion govern me : 

Transform my soul, 0 love divine, 

And make me part with all for thee ! Watts, 23, B, 1, 


Bead Luke xv. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD, we come before tbcc as afflicted parents, earnestly 
to supplicate thy throne in behalf of oiir sou, who has 
cast off tnc salutary restraints of parental authority, and who 
is now following the counsel of his own will. We adore thy 
sovereignty, gracious God, in this most distressing family 
calamity. We acknowledge that it is a just punishment for 
any carelessness or neglect we, as parents, arc chargeable with 
in the tuition of our son. Thou art rigliteous in all thy ways, 
and holy in all thy works. Just and true are thy ways, 
O thou King of saints. 

Lord; visit not our sin with the perdition of our son.* In 
the midst of desen'cd wrath, O remember us with undeserved 
mercy. Earnestly we pray for the salvation of our son. Lord, 
make him a monument of mercy. Let his conscience be 
awakened within him. Open his eyes to see the enormity, 
the aggravation; and the danger of his offences. O let filial 
affection be again enkindled in his bosom, and, like the peni- 
tent prodigal; may he return again to his father^s house, and 
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filorim's song. 

Tamwerth, ]t(m6»eau*$ Bream, Marinm^e» 
^XJEDE me, 0 thou great Jehovah ! 
^ Pilgrim through this barren land; 

I weak, but thou art mighty, 

Hold mo with thy powerful hand ; 

Bread of heaven f 
Feed me till I want no more. 


F. M. 


2 Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing streams do flow ; 

Lot the fiery cloudy pillar 
Lead mo all my journey through ; 

Strong deliverer 1 

Bo thou still my strength and shield. 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside ; 

Death of deaths, and hell’s destruction, 

Lund me safo on Canaan’s side : 

Songs of praises 
I will over give to thee. 

FlETCUBR's CoUJBOTlON, 277* 


Bead Exodus xiv. 


PRAYER. 

T^E supplicate, O Lord, thy gracious care and protection 
during the journey on which some now before thee are 
about to enter. May the knowledge of thine omnipresence 
comfort their hearts ; and may they rejoice that, though at a 
distance from home, they are never at a distance from thee. 
Though their friends, from whom they are about to separate, 
shall not be able to hear their voice, may they rejoice that 
wherever they are, they are near a prayer-hearing God, whose 
car is ever open to their cry. 

Give to our dear friends journeying mercies, Give thine 
angels charge over them, to hold them up in all their ways. 
As Jacob and his family were divinely defended during their 
interesting and dangerous journey, so may they enjoy Divine 
protection and care. Fulfil in their experience these promises, 
The Lord is thy keeper ; the Lord is thy shade upon thy right 
hand. The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by 
night. The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil, he shall 
preserve thy soul. Mercifully, O Lord, preserve their going 
out and their coming in, from this time forth, and even for 
evermore. May our dear friends be restored to us in peace, 
and may the object of their journey he fully obtained. 

As we are all journeying to eternity, Lord, grant that we 
may be all journeying to heaven. "When our wanderings on 
earth shall cease, may we be triumphantly admitted into the 
joy of our Lord. 

Graciously hear our prayers, for J^ua our Bedeemer i ioka 
Amen. 



AFFKNDDC 


^|[er % littom nf te a 

PROYIDIINOB CUE OUAEB. 

FetiUon, SwUtm CM^/tdd, Vermont, Wirktworth, b .3 »l 

1 TIT^EE is the Hebrews’ God, 

Who kept them night and day ? 

Where is the heayenly hre and cloud, 

Which showed the church their M^ay ? 

Ko li^bol visible 

We of thy presence find, 

Tet all who would obey thy will 
Shall know the Pather’s mind. 

2 Father, thou still dost lead 

The children of thy grace, — 

The spiritual, believing seed, 

Throughout this wilderness ; 

Our chart thy written word, 

Thy Spirit is our guide, 

And Christ, the glory of the Lord, 

Both in our hearts reside. 

8 Thy providential care. 

Lord, wo with joy confess. 

Assured thou wilt our paths prepare, 

Aud order all our ways ; 

Thy presence shall direct 
Our joumeys hero beneath, 


Our journeys hero beneath. 

And convoy liome thine own elect 
Through a triumphant death. 

Read Psalm oxxx. 


C. WasLBr. 




YBAE 07 8BVERE BEOTOEt. 
OMeMer. OmvmOhnpd, Abridge, 
rpHE spring, great God, at thy oommsiiA 
^ Lem forth tile smiling year; 

Gay verdure, folia^, blooms, and fiowm» 
To adorn her reign appear. 


8 Bat soon eanst thou in ri^^teous wratii 
Blast all the promised joy, 

And elements await thy nod, 

To bless or to destroy. 

3 The sun, thy minister of love, 

That fvom the naked ground 
Calls forth the hidden scenes to birth 
And spreads their beauties round, 

4 At the dread order of his God 

Now darts destructive fires ; — 

Hills, plains, and voles ore parched with drought. 
And blooming life expires. 

5 Like burnished brass, the heaven around 

In angry terror bums. 

While the earth lies a joyless waste, 

And into iron turns. 

6 Pity us, Lord, in our distress, 

N^or with our land contend ; 

Bid the avenging skies relent, 

And showers of mercies send. 


OlBaOME 


R.EAD Genesis viii. 


PRAYER. 


PRAYER. 

T^E desire, O Lord, with thankfulness to fall down before 
VT gracious throne. We praise thee that our dear 
friends have been brought back to us in safety and comfort. 
Their lifeless bodies only might have been restored to us, and 
our hearts filled with the agonies of despondency and anguish. 
But we thank thee that they are now in the midst of us, in 
the enjoyment of their usual health and strength. We praise 
thee, that while exposed to the dangers of journeying, no 
accident has befallen them. Thou hast held them up by thy 
powerful hand ; thou hast watched over them by thy kind and 
providential care ; thou hast kept their bones, so that not one 
of them is broken. 

We thauK thee, 0 Lord, if the object of their journey has 
been iu any degree realised, whether it may respect the resto- 
ration of health, or commercial concerns, or the enjoyment of 
an affectionate interview with beloved and distant friends. The 
success of every good plan depends immediately upon thee, 
O Lord ; and we bless thee for the accomplishment of our 
lawful wishes and expectations. 

May the safe return of our friends to an earthly home remind 
us of another and a better homo, even a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. Give us faith to receive Jesus 
as our prophet, priest, and king ; then, at the termination of 
the journey of life, we shall join the ransomed myriads before 
the throne of God and the Lamb. Lord, hear the prayer of 
thy servants, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 


^HOU, 0 Lord, hast graciously said. They shall call upon 
me in the day of trouble, and I will answer them. O Lord 
our God, we come unto thee iu the day of trouble, when the 
fruits of the earth are in danger of being seriously injured or 
destroyed by the severe drought. The heavens over us have 
become as brass, and the earth as iron. 

Holy Lord God, we deserve this calamity ! We have refused 
to hearken to thy voice in the Gospel of thy Son, when the 
accents of thy mercy dropped as the rain, and distilled as the 
dew. With justice, therefore, thou hast withdrawn from us 
the refreshing rain of the clouds of heaven. We have not 
listened as we should to thy calls of mercy from heaven — 
therefore the sky above us is become as brass ; and we have 
been obdurate under the blessed meaus of grace — our hearts 
have been as adamant, and therefore thou hast justly made 
the earth beneath us as iron. Merciful Fatlier, deal not with 
xis, as a nation, as we deserve. Let the judgment which is 
now impending over our heads excite a spirit of penitence and 
prayer, and then in thine abundant goodness send us a plen- 
tiful rain to refresh the parched earth, that the heart of the 
pious husbandman may rejoice, and the poor and needy may 
lift up their voice aud praise the name of the Lord. We also 
pray that showers of blessings may descend upon our families 
and churches, that they may revive as the corn and grow as 
the vine. 

Lord, hear the prayers of thy servants, for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 


@^|snfesgi&in0 for 


THE BLESSING 07 EAIN« 

Arundel. Oatr^s Zone. SmUhfiM, MUeeU Lme. 

1 IS by thy strength the mountains stand, 

God of eternal power ; 

!nie sea grows calm at thy command, 

And t^posta cease to roar. 

2 Thv morning light and evening shade 

ouooessive comforts bring,* 

Ti^plenteous fruits make harvest 
Thy flowers adem the spring. 
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8 SeasoiM and times, and moons and hours, 

Beaven, earth, and air are thino ; 

When clouds distil in fruitful showers, 

The author is divino. 

4 Those wandering cisterns in the sky, 

Borne by the winds around, 

With watery treasures well supply 
The furrows of the ground. 

5 The thirsty ridges drink their fill, 

And ranks of corn appear ; 

Thy ways abound with blessings still, 

Thy goodness crowns the year. 

Wxm, Pd. 65, -p. ri. 

Ekad PsiiM Lxy. 

PRAYER. 

W E approach thee, merciful Father, with the voice of praise 
and thanksgiving. During the long absence of refreshing 
rain we cried unto thee, and in our calamity and danger thou 
didst hear our supplication ; for thy mercy endureth for ever. 
Though we are unthankful and unworthy, thou hast not left 
thyself without a witness : thou art continually doing good ; 
thou haat, in answer to our prayers, given us rain from heaven ; 
and we now, under thy gracious smiles, enjoy the encouraging 
prospect of a fruitful season. Thou art filling our hearts with 
joy and gladness. While we deserved famine with all its horrors, 
thou art presenting before our eyes the encouraging prospect 
of a sufficient supply of grass for cattle, and of herbs for the 
use of men. What'shall we render to the Lord for his good- 
ness ! Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it ; thy mercy 
endureth for ever 1 Thou waterest the ridges thereof abun- 
dantly; thou settlest the furrows thereof; thou makest it soft 
with showers ; thou blessest the springing thereof : thy mercy 
endureth for ever I 

We earnestly pray that thy seasonable interposition in our 
behalf may prove beneficial to the souls of multitudes. May 
it lead many to present their thanksgivings before heaven^s 
throne, who never thanked or praised their God before. O let 
the revival on the face of the earth be accompanied with a 
revival over the face of the Church ! O make the wilderness 
and the solitary place to rejoice, for our dear Redeemoris sake. 
Amen. 


Jf0r 

IN A TIME OE THEEATENINQ RAIN. 


YEAR OF THREATENING RAIN. 

W^er% Highbury College. AnnU. a H 

1 TJ OW hast thou, Lord, from year to year, 

AA Our land wiffi plenty crowned ! 

And generous fruit and golden grain 
Have spread their riches round. 

8 But we thy mercies have abused. 

To more abounding crimes ; 

What heights, what daring heights in sin, 

Mark and disgrace our times ! 



Should into inundations swell, 

And crush the rising grain ! 

4 How just that, in the autumn's ndn, 
I When wo had hoped to reap. 

Our fields of sorrow and despair 
Should lie a hideous heap 1 


5 But, Lord, have mercy on <mr land, 

Those fioods of vengean^ stay ; 

Dispd these glooms, and lot the son 
l^ne in unclouded day ! 

6 To thee alone we look for help ; 

Hone else of dew or rain 
Con give the world tho smallest drop, 

Or smaUost drop restrain. Rtvieii, 541 

Read Psalh xm . 

PRAYER. 

O LORD, we desire to bow down before thee, as the 
almighty, absolute, and irresistible sovereign, who doest 
what seemeth thee meet in the armies of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth. Thou art a God of judgment as 
well as of mercy; a God of justice as well as of grace. We bow 
ourselves prostrate before thee as a holy and a righteous God. 

We confess that, as a nation, we have greatly and grievously 
offended thee. The present calamity suspended over our Iona, 
the torrents of descending and destroying rain incessantly 
falling down on our fields of corn, and threatening the de- 
struction of our hopes, remind us of our sins, — that we are a 
corrupted, degenerate, unthankful, and unworthy nation. Wo 
have not been thankful for thy great mercies, and particularly 
thy Gospel, the bread of life ; and therefore thou art justly 
frovming upon us, and threatening us with the calamity of 
scarcity or famine. As a nation, we have neglected to sena up 
our prayers to thy heavens ; and now thou art justly punishing 
us by sending down destructive showers from the skies. Lord, 
give us the clear shining after the rain. Graciously bind up 
the bottles of heaven, and restrain thy watery treasures. Let 
not the fruits of the earth be found in rotten heaps in the 
furrows of the field. Lord, smile upon our land spiritually, 
and may the Sun of righteousness rise upon us with healing 
in his wings. Forgive our sins, and hear our prayers, for 
Jesus' sake. Amen. 


for Jfair ®rat|er. 

SEASONS CROWNED WITH GOODNESS. 

Newport, Suffolk New, Coonibd, JkwmoA'h. u R 

1 "pTERHAL Source of every ioy ! 

"Well may thy praise our lips employ, 

While in thy temple we appear 

To hail theo sovereign 'of the year. 

2 Wide as the wheels of nature roll, 

Thy hand supports and guides the whole ! 

The sun is taught by thee to rise, 

And darkness when to veil the skies. 

3 The flowery spring, at thy command, 

Perfumes the air and paints the land; 

The summer rays with vigour shine 
To raise the corn and cheer the vine. 

4 Thy hand in autumn richly pours 
Through all our coast redundant stores ; 

And winters, softened by thy care, 

Ho more the face of horror wear. 

6 Seasons and months, and weeks and days, 

Demand successive songs of praise; 

And bo the grateM homage paid 
With morning light and evening shade. 

6 Here in thy house let incense rise, 

And ciroling Sabbaths bless our eyes, 

Till to those lofty heights we soar, 

Where days and years revolve no mxae. OeDMiDta 

Brad Hosia xrv. 


758 
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PRAYER. 

H olt SpMt, the Diiiiie sonroe of all grace, mercifully 
aasiat us in presenting tlie thanksgivings of our heart for 
the gracious interposition of Providence in mhalf of our land. 
0 Lord, we thank thee for shutting the windows of heaven, 
and for seasonably restraining the overflowing showers which 
threatened to destroy the fruits of the earth. We praise thee, 
O God of providence and of grace, for the salutary and com- 
fortable change, and that thou art giving thine unworthy 
servants such abundant reason to rejoice in thine unmerited 
goodness. 

O Lord, thou art good, and doest good. Our fears were 
great, but thou hast been better to us than our fears. We 
deserved thy vengeance, but thou didst mercifully restrain thy 
hand, and say, It is enough. Thou hast given us to see and 
\ e^joy the clear shining after the rain. In the rays of the 
i natural sun we see thy smiles. O give to our souls, to our 
j families, and to our churches, the clear shining of gospel light, 
and of gospel graee. May Jesus be to us our everlasting light, 
' and our God our glory. 

I Grant, O Lord, that all the inhabitants of the land may 
; present a sacrifice of thanksgiving for the seasonable change 
{ in the weather, and for the prospect of an abundant harvest. 
Let the people praise thee, O Lord, let all the people praise 
thee, then shall the earth yield her increase, and God, even 
our God, shall bless us. 

Heavenly Father, hear our prayers, and forgive our sins, for 
! Jesus our Redeemer’s sake. Amen. 


|n a f lankr-stomt. 

GOD THE THUNDERER, 

Wonhip, Alton. Tucher*$. o. VL 

I OING to tho Lord, ye heavenly hosts, 

^ And thou, 0 earth, adore ; 

Let death and hell through all their coasts 
Stand trembling at his power. 

^ His sounding chariot shakes the sky. 

Ho makes the clouds his throne ; 

There all his stores of lightning lie. 

Till vengeance dai’t them down. 

S His nostrils breathe out dery streams 
And from his awM tongue 
A sovereign voice divides the flames, 

And thunder roars along. 

4 Think, 0 my soul, the dreadful day, 

When this incensed God 
Shall rend the sky, and bum the sea, 

And fling his wrath abroad. 

5 What riiall the wretch the sinner do ? 

He once dofled the Lord ; 

But he shall dread tho thunderer now, 

And sink beneath his word. 

6 Tempests of angry Are shall roll 

To blast the rebel- worm, 

And beat upon his naked soul 
In one eternal storm. 

Wkm , W, B . II . 

Ebad HABAjnctTX m. 

PEAYER. 

O liOEDy thou art most high and most mighty. We now 
hear the thunder which is thy voice. Who can thunder 
with a voice like thine ? The lightnings^ which are weapons 
thine hand| by which in a moment thou canst level with the 


ground the proudest and the strongest enemies^ flash with 
vivid brightness before our eyes^ declaring thy power and our 
weakness. 

We desire, O Lord, to stand in awe of thee 1 Thy bright- 
ness is as the light. The pestilence goeth before thee, and 
burning coals at thy feet. When thou utterest thine awfol 
voice the earth doth shake and tremble. At the brightness 
which is before thee thick clouds passed ; hail-stoncs and coals 
of fire. 

O Lord, we earnestly supplicate thy gracious protection. 
The help of men is vain ; even the rocks of the mountains could 
afford us no defence. While we stand in awe of thee, and 
tremble under thine overwhelming voice, where can we — where 
should we — apply for help, but unto thee? We lay ourselves 
at thy feet, and cry. Lord, save us, else we perish 1 Thou, O 
Lord, who art thundering in the heavens, art Jesus, who t^k 
up little children in thine arms and blessed them — thou art | 
he who died incarnate to save rebellious man, and therefore 
we come unto thee ; we lay ourselves down at the feet of thy ; 
mercy, and plead for salvation through thy righteousness and 
death. When that day arrives when the heavens being on 
fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, may wc find that He who now thunders in the 
heavens is our Father and friend. Lord, hear our prayers, for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Jfter a Si|«nbei'Siorm. 

god’s majesty. 

Zadoh. Poland, Mila's Lwne. 0 . m 

1 rpHE Lord descended from above, i 

A And bowed the heavens most high ; 

And underneath his feet ho cast 
The darkness of the sky. 

2 On cherub and on seraphim I 

Full royally he rode ; 

And on the wings of mighty winds, I 

Camo flying all abroad. 

3 Ho sat serene upon the floods, 

Their fury to restrain ; 

And he, as sovereign Lord and King, 

For ovormoro shall reign. Stbrnkoui. 

Read Psalm xvm. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD our God, thou art infinitely great and glorious. 

In all thy judgments thou art just and terrible, and thou 
art unsearchable in all thy ways. At thy rebuke the earth 
trembles, and the very foundations of the hills shake. Who 
can conceive thy power? for with as great ease thou canst 1 
shake the earth as thou canst shake the leaves of the forest — 
with as great ease thou art able to remove the earth out of its 
place as thou art able to remove the chaff which is driven 
before the wind. 

We adore thee, O Lord, in all the suffering or injury bus« 
tained by the late tempest of lightning and thunder ; and we 
praise thee that we are not numbered with the dead. Though 
trees have been tom up by the roots, here we are, the preserved 
monuments of thy mercy. We now present before thee the 
sacrifice of our thanksgiving and our praise. Accept of this 
our sacrifice 1 May this instance of thy preserving kindness 
in a time of great danger and fear deeply affect our heartsi 
and stir us up to inquire whether our hopes of pardon, heaven, 
and immortality are placed on Jesus, the tried corner«stone^ 
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iHiere alone thm is perfect security against the thunders of a 
broken covenant of works. May thj preserving kindness 
animate us to serve thee with affectionate diligence and godly 
fear ; and whatever storm shall arise^ may we sing^ in holy 
oonfidence^ Jesus is our refuge and our strength^ a very present 
hdp in trouble. 

Mercifully hear our prayers, for Jesus^ sake. Amen« 


for an Jkifoant ^arbest. 

GOOD HARVBST, 

Meneger Netv, ffampahire* Eytham* 

1 praise the ever-bounteous Lord, 

My soul, wake all thy powers : 

Ho colls, and at his voico come forth 
The smiling liaxvest hours. 

2 Well pleased, the toiling swains behold 

The waving yellow crop ; 

With joy they bear the sheaves away, 

And sow again in hope. 

3 Thus teach me, gracious God, to sow 

The seeds of righteousness : 

Smile on my soul, and with thy heomsi 
The ri])ening harvest bless. 

4 Then, in the last great harvest, I 

Shall reap a glorious crop ; 

The harvest shall by far exceed 

What T have sown in hope. j 


Nbbuhaw. 


Head Psalm iixvn. 


PllAYER. 

^ THOU God of providence and of grace, we praise thee 
^ that, in the abundant harvest with which thou hast 
mercifully crowned the season of the year, we now witness 
renewed evidences of the truth of thy covenant with Noah : 
While the earth rcniaineth, seed-time and harvest, cold and 
heat, summer and winter, and day and night, shall not cease. 
Give us grace to rely on all the promises of thy truth, and to 
rejoice that tlie heavens and the eartli shall sooner pass away 
than the very least of thy ])romisc8 fall to the ground. 

We bless tliee, O Lord, tliat thou hast opened to us the 
treasures of thy goodness, that thou hast given us rain from 
heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and 
gladness. We tliauk God for the alternate rain and sunshine 
by which the fruits of the earth arc brought to maturity. And 
we bless God for that fair weather by which they liave been 
safely collected, and gathered into our barns. May this general 
and national blessing produce expressions of universal praise ! 

O that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for 
his wonderful works to the children of men I 

God of salvation, mercifully deliver thy Church throughout 
the world from spiritual sterility, and make her distinguished 
for spiritual fruitfulness. May she flourish like the palm- 
tree, and grow like the cedar of Lebanon. O have mercy on 
pagan and Mahomedan nations, now exhibiting the sad spec- 
tacle of extensive moral and spiritual deserts. May they soon 
be visited with the Gospel of salvation, and become a rich 
portion of the garden of the Church of Christ. 

O Lord, may each of us exhibit a rich harvest of the graces 
of the Spirit, and at the close of our present life may we 
enjoy an harvest of glory. 

O prepare us for the last great harvest — ^the judgment day ! 
Clothe us in the robe of righteousness ; then shall we meet 
our Judge with confidence and joy. 

Graciously hear and answer and fenrgive, for Jesaa’ sake. 
Amen. i 

m 


|it i>m d 

OE OP AN INPECTIOtrS DISBASB. 

nARKNESB or FEOYXDBNCX. 

Etgrdimgbridgt* DovetMU. S It* 

1 T OBJ), we adore thy vast designs, 

" The obscure abyss of providenco, 

Too deep to sound with mortal lines, 

Too dark to view with feeble sense. 

2 Now thou array’st thine awM face 
In angry frown, without a smile ; 

We through the cloud believe thy graoe. 

Secure of thy compassion still. 

3 Through seas and storms of deep distress, 

Wo sail by faith, and not by sight ! 

Faith guides us in the wilderness, 

Through all the briers and the night. 

4 Dear Father, if thy lifted rod 
Kesolve to scourge us here below, 

Still we must lean upon our God, 

Thine arm shall hear us safely tlirough. 

Watw, lOS, Jk XL 

Bead Psalm xoi. 

PRAYER. 

O LORD, we adore thee in. all the judgments which have 
befallen the children of men, and in the great calamity 
with which wc are now visited. Thou hast in thy justice 
sent among us an invisible and destroying messenger, by 
which many are speedily removed from time to eternity ! 
Lord, we deserve this great calamity, and even a calamity far 
greater, for our long-continued and highly aggravated trans- 
gressions. In former days thou didst justly punish the sins 
of Israel, and slew threescore and ten thousand by pestilence. 
I1‘ thou shouldst visit our laud as our iniquities deserve, thou 
wouldst cut down the guilty inhabitants in far greater multi- 
tudes. Israels sin was great, but ours is greater ; for we 
have sinned against clearer light, and against more distin- 
guished privileges. O Lord, remove our sins, which deserve 
such judgments; and remove the judgments which our sins 
deserve. 

Lord, pity us in our sufferings ; take away from us this 
awful plague, and let us not perish in our iniquities. God of 
mercy, stop the destroying angel,«,nd say to him, by the voice 
of thy gracious omnipotence, It is enough. 

Lord, deliver us, as a family, from the pestilence of sin ; 
deliver our laud from this pestilence, and make us a holy 
nation, a royal priesthood, a peculiar people. May this 
calamity lead multitudes to Jesus^ feet, to supplicate salvation 
through his blood. 

Lo^, hear our prayers, and forgive our sins, for Jesus’ 
sake. Amen. 


for % nf ^pestilence, 

OR OF AN INFECTIOUS DISEASE. 


SICKNESS HBALED. 
PoUKieone. Bearwkihn Bnidhy, 

1 T WILL extol thee, Lord, on high ; 
^ At thy oommand diseases fly : 
Who hut a God can speak and save 
From the dark borders of the gnmf 


AFPINDEL 


i Sbift to tlie ye limta of liis^ 

Aua toll how largo his goodnm is : 
l^et qU your powers rejoice and bless 
while you record his holiness. 

8 His anger but a moment stays 
His love is lilb and length or days ; 

Though grief and tears Uie night employ, 

The moming^stor restores the joy. 

Watts, Pi* 80, |i, L 

RsAD PhALH XXX. 

PRAYER. 

O THOU who art the preserver of men, we would fall down 
before thee with grateful hearts, and praise thy name for 
hearing our prayers and sending deliverance. Thou hast 
delivexm our souls from the hand of the grave ; and when 
our lives were in the most imminent danger, thou hast kept 
us alive, that we should not go down to the pit. The arrows 
of death were flying thick around us, multitudes on the right 
hand and on the left were made the fatal victims of a destroy* 
ing and infectious disease ; we went about with our lives in our 
hands, and yet we are now the preserved monuments of thy 
mercy. What shall we render to the Lord for all his benefits ! 
Glory to our God, that the disease which has been to many 
the messenger of death, has not come nigh us. Wo have 
dwelt in the secret place of the Most High, and we have been 
preserved in safety under the shadow of the Almighty. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for thy kindness to our neighbour- 
hood and nation, not only for removing the disease, but for 
all the benefit which has been derived from this gloomy 
visitation. If any have been brought to see their sin and 
misery, if they have been led to mercy’s feet to implore salva- 
tion through a Saviour’s blood, we magnify thy great name 
for blessings so great. O let not our nation return to their 
former thoughtlessness and profanity, but may ail the inha- 
bitants solemnly dedicate themselves to the service and honour 
of our redeeming God 1 

Lord, hear our humble prayers, for Jesus^ sake. Amen. 


|tt t\t Citite of ^ar, anir for its Jtstrartioii. 

PEACE FllAYED FOR. 

LwUon f OanadaJ. /o6. Peace, Aik Sired, L. m. 

1 fYlST Britain, long a favoured isle, 

Now overwhelmed with grief and shame, 

Deign, mighty God ! once more to smile ; 

The same thy power, thy grace the same. 

2 Let peace descend with balmy wing, 

And all its blessings round her shed j 
Her liberties be well secured, 

^ And commerce lift its fainting liead. 

8 Let the loud cannon cease to roar, 

The warlike trump no longer sound ; 

The din of arms be heard no more, 

Nor human blood pollute jLho ground ; 

; 4 Lot hostile troops drop from their hands 

I The useless sword, the glittering spear, 

I And join in friendship’s sacred bands, 

! Nor one dissentient voice be there. 

5 Thus save, 0 Lord ! a sinking land ; 

Millions of tongues shall then adore, 

Besoond the honours of thy name, 

And spread thy praise from shore to shore. Bbddomie. 


PRAYER. 

O LORD, we adore thee ns the Lord of hosts. Great and 
mighty are thine armies, by which thou canst easily lay 
waste the guilty nations of the earth. Wo come unto thee, 
O merciful Goa, in a time of great public calamity, while our 
own and other nations are visited with tlie dreadful scourge 
of war. We would mourn, O Lord, over the pride and 
haughtiness and envy and revenge which agitate the bosoms 
of earthly rulers, and make them rush into unnecessary wars, 
and thus sport with the property, the comfort, the blood, and 
the lives of the children of men. In thy righteousness, O 
Lord, remove from the thrones of kingdoms such scourges of 
mankind. O scatter those who delight in war, and who will 
adopt no method for adjusting their difierences, but that of 
leading thousands into the field of battle, and thus ushering 
multitudes, unprepared, into the presence of a holy and a 
righteous God. 

O Lord, give us peace. Jesus, thou prince of peace, merci- 
fully cause the tumult of war to cease, and teach the rulers 
and the nations to cultivate mutual harmony and love. Let 
all false ideas of dignity and glory be buried in the dust, and 
may all in authority see that it is their greatest glory to rule 
in the fear of the Lord. 

O pity those who are in the very seat of war. Lord, pre- 
serve them from death, but above all, save their souls from 
hell! 

Prepare us all for the peaceful blessedness of heaven. Hear 
our prayers, and forgive our sins, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


for 

PEACE. 

Old Portugal, L. M 

1 T ET Sion in her King rejoice, 

Though tyrants rage and kmgdoiUB rise ! 

Ho uttors his almighty voice, 

Tho nations melt, the tumult dies. 

2 I'he Lord of old for Jacob fought, 

And Jacob’s God is still our aid ; 

Ilehold the works his hand has wrought, 

What desolations ho has made ! 

3 From sea to sea, through all tho shores, 

He makes tho noise of battle cease ; 

When from on high his thuud(3r roars. 

He awes tho trembling world to pcatic. 

4 Ho breaks the bow, lie cuts the spear, 

Chariots he hums with heavenly flame ; 

Keep silence all tho earth, and hear 
Tho sound and glory of his name. 

5 Be still, and learn that I am God, 

I’ll bo exalted o’er the lands ; 

I will bo known and feared abroad, 

But still my throne in Sion stands. 

6 0 Lord of hosts, almighty King, 

While wo so near thy j)re8oncc dwxdl. 

Our faith shall sit secure, and sing 
Defiance to the gates of hell. 

Watts, Pe. 4(J,p. //. 

Read Psalh xlvx. 


PRAYER. 

^ OD of salvation, we come before thee with grateful hearts, 
to present the sacrifice of thanksgiving and praise for the 
blessings of peace. Glory to God, that thou hast caused the 
storm of war to cease, and that thou hast put an end to 

169 


Esau Isaiast xx. 




afsbnddl 


tii6 ASbnon of haouui blood. Thou art ho who makest 
war to ooaae unto tho end of the earth; thou breakest the 
bow, a^ out^t the apear asunder, and bumest the chariot 


jruon. 


We would earnestly pray that the late war may be followed 
j blessing ; for thou art able to bring great good out 
of the greatest evil. May the eyes of rulers be opened to 
see their dreadful guilty and the vanity and cruelty of settling 
their disputes by the wanton destruction of the lives of men. 

We pray for the universal extension of the holy, wise, and 
merciful principles of the religion of Christ. May these 
holy, peaceful principles enter into the cabinets and palaces 
of princes ; — ^then shall wars cease unto the very ends of the 
earth, and then shall righteousness, as well as peace, flourish 
among all nations. Blessed Saviour, we long, we pray for 
thy universal reign among the kingdoms of the world. 0 
hasten that day, when thou shalt be universally known and 
loved and adored. 

Teach all of us to cultivate peace in our family, and in our 
own bosoms. O make us heirs of the peaceful joys of heaven 
and immortalit}'. 

Mercifully accept our thanksgivings, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


of the dumb sing: ibr in tho wildeitMi 

out, and streams in the desert. > : > ^ 

7 And the p^ched ground ^all beocmae 0 
thirsty land springs of water: in the babitatiou of 

, ' ’! ie grass with reeds and nadiei. 

8 And an highway shdi be there, and a way, and 

be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass 
over it ; but it shall be for those : the wayfaring men^ though 
fools, shall not err therein, 

9 No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast 

up thereon, it shall not be found there ; but the redeemed 
shall walk there : 

10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come 
to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their beads : they 
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shw 
flee away. 

PRAYER. 

A LMIGHTY God, the God and Father of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, we draw near thy throne to present 


0ttt ffii a 

OE OUTWAllD BOUND. 


SETTING SAIL. 

CHOeah, J 0)'dau*9 Banks. Prospect. 

^ rY holy Spirit, heavenly wind, 
Blow and exj^and our sails, 

That we may leave tho shore btliind, 
Where pestilenee prevails. 

2 A barren soil, and sickly clime. 

And waters naught are here ; 

0 waft us to the heavenly port, 

For none are sickly there. 

1 Perpetual breezes on us blow, 

Nor suffer us to strand ; 

It is to Canaan -sve would go. 

That holy, promised land. 

I J^o woods of vice, no stagnant pools. 
Are found upon that shore j 
Grace haying i)urificd men’s souls, 
They live for evermore. 
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ISAIAH XXXV. 

mtTT3i -u ^ Coming of the Messiah. 

'JlHE wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for 
^^them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossoiu as the 

and abundantly, and rejoice even with joy 

the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, 

of the of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory 

or the Lobo, and the excellency of our God * ^ 

knees®‘”“®***®“ f“We, 

nn? to them th^ are of a fearful heart. Be strong, fear 

wirA vengeance, even God 
a recompenoe ; he will come and save you. 

- J&te «» 

6 Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongiir 
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our supplications in the name of Jesus, as we are about to 
leave our native shores, and proceed toward tho (Ustant 
regions of the earth. 

We adore thee in thy almighty power, thy universal 
government, and thy boundless grace. Thou art he who 
spreadest out the heavens, and rulest the raging of the sea. 
Thou hast compassed the waters with bounds, until day and 
night come to an end. 

We now commend our bodies, our souls, our lives, our 
property, and our ship, to thy Divine and gracious care. 
Convey us in safety to the place of our destination. May 
we reach the desired haven. O preserve us from the dangen 
of the great deep. Preserve us from furious winds and 
tempestuous billows. Suffer us not to fall on dangerous 
sands or destructive rocks. Let not our vessel spring a leak 
that we may not be consigned to a watery grave. Enable us^ 
O Jesus, to flee to thee as our Saviour. Let eveiy individual 
and mariner on board be clothed with thy righteousness and 
redeemed by thy blood. Bless our commander, and all 
subordinate officers. May we ever render prompt and loving 
obedience to those under whom we are placed. During the 
Avhole of our voyage may the greatest harmony and Mace 
prevail. Let the fear and love of God inflame all our hearts, 
and regulate all our actions. In thy due time, restore us in 
saiety lo our naiivc lauu, our laniiucsH, uuu xrluuus. 

Lord, forgive our sins, and hear our prayers, for Jesiu' 
sake. Amen. 


Sorbite at 

SABBATH MORNING. 

GOD THE ONLY REFUGE. 

Truro. IhinquUUtg, 

1 is the refuge of his saints, 

^ When storms of sharp distress invade; 
Erc we can offer our complaints, 

Behold him present with his aid. 

2 Let mountains from their seats be hurled 
Down to the deep, and buried there ; 
Convulsions shake the solid world, 

Our fuitli shall never yield to Ibar. 

8 Loud may the troubled ocean roar, 

In sacred peaoe our souls abide, 

While every nation, every shore, 

Trembles, drea^ the^weUing tide* 


UIL 
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^'v/^^''in!mli^'<nsr dii^ ttbooo. 

S 3liiit (Nmii 8^^ 

, fiiii-dl «nr zaging IIbu controls $ 

Streep fieaoe th 7 promises afford, 

4>^.8iTe ]»▼ stiengtii to fainting souls. 

0 Sion ei^oys her Monarch’s lore, 

Seoaro amunst a threatening hour; 
ilor esin W firm ibnndations move, 

Built on his truth, and armed with power. 

Wans, Pt. 4JB, p. /. 

ISAIAH XL. 

OvMotatiim of ih» Goipd, 

C OMPORT ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 

2 Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, 
that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is par- 
doned: for she hath received of the Loan’s hand double for 
all her sins. 

8 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare 
ye the way of the Loan, make straight in the desert a high- 
way for our God. 

4 Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and 
hill shall be made low : and. the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough places plain : 

6 And the glory of the Loan shall be revealed, and all 
flesh shall see it together : for the mouth of the Loan hath 
spoken it, 

6 The voice said, Cry. And he said. What shall I cry? 
All flesh is grass, and all the goodness thereof is as the flower 
of the field : 

7 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth : because the 
spirit of the Loan bloweth upon it ; surely the people is 

grass. 

8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth : but the word of 
our God shall stand for ever. 

9 0 Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the 
high mountain; 0 Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift 
up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say 
unto the cities of Judah, llehold your God ! 

10 Behold, the Lord God will come with strong hand, and 
his arm shall rule for him : behold, his reward is wuth him, 
and his work before him. 

11 He shall feed his flock like a shepherd : he shall gather 
the lambs with his arm, and carry t/iem in his bosom, and 
shdl gently lead those that arc with young. 

12 Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his 
hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended 
the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the moun- 
tains in scales, and the hills in a balance? 

18 Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord, or deinff his 
counsellor hath taught him ? 

14 With whom took he counsel, and wAo instructed him, 
and taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him 
knowledge, and shewed to him the way of understanding? 

15 Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are 
counted as the small dust of the balance : behold, he taketh 
up the ides as a very little thing. 

16 And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts 
thereof sufficient for a burnt offering. 

17 All nations before him are as nothing; and they are 
counted to him less than nothing, and vanity, 

18 To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will 
yc compare unto him ? 

19 The workman melteth a graven image, and the gold- 
smith ipreadeth it over with gold, and casteth silver chains. 


imMvenahed that he hath no ohlatioo 
chooseth a ^ that will not rot; he aeeketh onto hima 

S 

21 Hwe ye not known ? have ye not heard? hath it not 

the beginning? have ye not underatood 
from the foundations of the earth ? 

i* that sitteth upon the circle of the earth and 
thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretoheth 
out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a 
tent to dwell in : 

princes to nothing; he maketh the 
judges of the earth as vanity. 

24 Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be 
sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth: and 
he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the 
whirlwind shall take them away as stubble. 

25 To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? 

saith the Holy One. ^ 

26 Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath 
created these things^ tlvat briugeth out their host by number : 
he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, 
for that he is strong in power j not one failcth. 

27 Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My 
way is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over 
from my God ? 

28 Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, //laf the 
everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth, fainteth not, neither is weary ? there is no searching of 
his understanding. 

29 He giveth power to the faint ; and to tfiem that have no 
might he incrcaseth strength. 

80 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young 
men shall utterly fall : 

31 But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with uungs as eagles; they 
shall run, and not bo weary; and they shall walk, and not 
faint. 


PRAYER. 

RE AT and glorious Jehovah, the Creator of the heavens 
and the earth, we desire with tlie humility of unfeigned 
devotion, to approach thy throne of grace in the name of 
Jesus, our Surety, our Advocate, and Saviour. Wo are now 
upon the bosom of the great deep, where we see thy wonders 
in forming, in managing, and in controlling the mighty and 
the formidable waves of the sea. We adore thy sovereignty 
in permitting the waves to rage during the dangers of the 
storm. And we adore thy goodness and thy power in saying 
to the waves, Peace, be still ! ” 

We thank thee for thy kind protecting care over us during 
the past night. Encircled by the arms of thy gracious power, 
we are as safe upon the waters of the sea as we should be on 
the dry land. We thank thee, that by thy kind providence we 
laid ourselves down in peace, and have slept. Thou, 0 Lord, 
alone makest us to dwell in safety ; therefore it becometh us 
to resolve in the words of the Psalmist, and in the strength of 
Divine grace : " Our voice shalt thou hear iu the morning, 0 
Lord ; in the morning will we direct our prayer unto thee, 
and look up.’^ 

Mercifully bless us during the whole of this dav ; let our 
thoughts, words, and actions be under thv guidance, and 
agreeable to thy holy will. As loving children delight to 
please their earthly parents, may it ever be our delight to do 
what is well-pleasing to thee our heavenly Father, our God 
and Father in Christ. 

Mercifully assist us iu all the duties of tliis Sabbath. 
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Suffer US not to forget tbat it is thy day — that it is by way of 
eminence ‘^the Lom’s day/^ May it ever be our delight to 
remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. Ever may we 
fidue and love the ordinances of religion required to be 
observed on that sacred day. Holy Spirit, assist p in our 
meditations, O enable us to think of Jesus — to think of his 
great salvation, and to think of that glorious heaven he has 
prepared for those who love him. Mercifully give us the 
aatisfyinj^ evidence that Christ is ours, that his salvation is 
our notion, and that his heaven is our home. 

We acknowledge our sinfulness. Our sins of omission are 
innumerable. We have iu countless instances neglected to 
do what thy holy law requires. For Jesus’ sake, mercifully 
forgive these our sins of omission. Without number are our 
sins of commission, in havihg done what thy righteous law 
forbids. For Jesus’ sake, mercifully pardon these our sins. 
In thy great compassion, place us among the number of those 
of ivhom it is said, ** Blessed is he. whose transgression is 
forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto 
whom the Lord impute th not iniquity, and iu whose spirit 
there is no guile.” Mercifully give us an interest in the 
righteousness of Christ, then the guilt of our sins shall he 
for ever removed. Give us an interest in the influences of 
the Spirit of Christ, then the pollution of our sins shall be 
washed away. 

O Lord our God, most graciously hear these our suppli- 
cations, and answer our requests, for the sake of Jesus, our 
Surety and Saviour. 

And now to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one Jehovah, 
be ascribed the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be 
with ns all, for ever and over. Amen. 


SfrMte at Sta. 
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A FKEIfi SALVATION. 

Irish. Bedford. 

1 T ET every mortal oar attend, 

And every heart rejoice, 

The trump(5t of the gospel sounds 
With an inviting voice. 

2 Ho ! uU yo hungry starving souls 

That feed upon the wind, 

And vainly strive with earthly toys 
To fill an empty mind. 

8 Eternal Wisdom has prepared 
A soul-reviving feast, 

And bids your longing appetites 
The rich provision taste. 

4 Ho ! yo that pant for living streams, 

And pine away and die, 

Here you may quench your raging tldrst 
With springs that never dry. 

6 Bivers of love and mercy hero 
In a rich ocean join ; 

Salvation in abundance flows, 

Xiike floods of milk and wine. 

6 ( Yc perishing and naked poor, 

Wlio work witli mighty pain 
To weave a garment of your own, 

That will not hide your sin, 


7 Come naked, and adorn your sonda 

In robes prepared by God, 
Wrought by the labours of his SoUi 
And dyed in bis own blood.] 

8 Bear God, the treasures of thy love 

Are everlasting mines, 

Beep 08 our helpless miseries ore, 
And boundless as our sins. 

9 The happy gates of goei)el grace 

Stand open night and day, 

Lord, we are come to seek supplies, 
And drive our wants away. 


Watxs, 7, B , 1. 


ISAIAH LV. 

Invitations emd Promises, 

H O, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and 
he that hath no money; come ye, buy, 'and eat; yeu, 
come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

2 Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not 
bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken 
diligently unto me, and eat yo that which is good, and let 
your soul delight itself in fatness. 

3 Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your 
soul shall live ; and I will make an everlasting covenant with 
you, even the sure mercies of David. 

4 Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a 
leader and commander to the people. 

5 Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, 
and nations that kuew not thee shall run unto thee because of 
the Loan thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel ; for he 
hath glorified thee. 

6 Seek ye the Loan while he may be found, call ye upon 
him while he is near : 

7 Let the wicked forsake bis way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts : and lot him return unto the Loan, and he will 
have mercy upon him ; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon. 

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are youi 
ways my ways, saith the Lord. 

9 For as tlie heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. 

10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from 
heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earthy 
and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to 
the sower, and bread to the eater : 

11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth : 
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I 
sent it. 

12 For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with 
peace : the mountains and the hills shall break forth before 
YOU into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
nands. 

13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and 
instead of the brier shcdl come up the myrtle tree: and it 
shall be to the Loan for a name, for an everlasting sign that 
shall not be cut off. 


PBAYEB. 

^OD of creation, of providence, and* redemption, we deaiic 
humbly to approach thy throne of grace, in the namie of 
Jesus, our Saviour and Litercessor, We caniiot draw near 
to thy mercy-seat as we ought ; but we pn^se ^y glories 
name for the promise of the Holy Spirit, who is willing to 
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liMlj^ iti&tRniltiiM^ to onUtktt^ti otxt itttdeMtatidUigiij to 
iiiibtifir out hettriSi nud to ohiuile iib to ptaiout thoiie 
tstttioni which oiire lioitable td out case, and which out God 
iod Fith^^ ibt Jesua^ sake^ will marcifhllj hear^ accept^ aud 
autWet. 

We UClmbi^lcdgc and adore thcb aa the only; the living; 
and the true God. Lord, inspire us with grace, that we may 
. ackUotidedge and adore thee as the Lotd our Gtod, and as our 
j God and Father in Christ. 

I Most merciful Faiher, we confess before thee our sinfulness. 
in ourselves we are altoffcther an unclean thing. We were 
Wn in sin, and conceived in iniquity : we are the degenerate 
plants of a strange vine. We confess our transgresaibus ; they 
are great in number, and vre confess they are great in aggra- 
vation ; they arc a heavy burden, tOo heavy for us. O enable 
us with thankfulness and joy to retnember that the second 
TOrson of the Trinity, the Son of God, the beloved of the 
Father, became onr Surety, took upon him our nature, and in 
that nature obeyed, suffered, and died to atone for our guilt. 
Glory to God in the highest that the atonement is made. 
Gloty to God in the highest that the chief of sinners, if 
convinced of sin, and penitent under a schsc of sin, are 
welcome to a throne of grace, to seek and obtain salvation 
through the atonement of Jesus. Father of mercied, We now 
leek forgiveness for Jesus^ sake. 

At the close of thy sacred, hallowed day, we present our 
thanksgiving for all the mercies, temporal and spiritual, we 
have this day received. Gracious God ! the cup of our lot is 
not only filled with thy goodness, but overflowing with thy 
kindness. O may the goodness of our God lead us to 
repentance, thankfulness, and holy obedience. 

May all of us enjoy thy guardianship and protection during 
the night. May we enjoy the blessing of sleep and repose. 
Give thine angels charge over us. May we be held up in their 
hands, that no evil may befall us. Above all, teach us to say 
in the comforting language of the Psalmist, God is our 
refuge and our strength, a very present help in trouble. The 
Lord of hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
Selah V* 

Greatly bless the captain and officers of this ship. Enrich 
their Souls with every grace, that they may be fitted for every 
duty, and prepared for every emergency. Ever may they 
look up to thee for guidance, and ever depend upon thee for 
protection. While the property and lives of others are com- 
mitted to their care, may tlieir own souls be safe in the 
arms of mercy, and may a rich inheritance await them beyond 
the skies, where the vicissitudes and dangers peculiar to the 
sea and ocean, are for ever unknown. 

We supplicate from thee, the Lord our God, the continuance 
of every temporal mercy. May we receive thy mercies with 
thankful hearts, aud enjoy and improve all the blessings of thy 
goodness, for our own spiritual benefit, and for the glory of 
thy great name. 

In prosecuting our voyage through the sea of time, teach 
us to make thy word our compass, that we may safely reach 
the haven of celestial rest, peace, and joy. Ever may our 
hopes of heaven be fixed on Jesus, and on his righteousness 
and intereession ; then shall we say with the Apostle, Which 
hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stead- 
fost, whither the forerunner hath for us entered then we 
shall rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

Most merciful Fether, hear these onr praym, forgive our 
sins, and accept our persons, for Jesus’ sake. And may the 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the fellowship of the 
Ghost, be with us all. Amen. 


DESTRUCTION OF FUARAOU AND HIS HOST IN THE RED SEA. 

ChtKsemane Ckcrut* m . 

1 COUNI) the loud timbrel Egypt’s dark sea; 

^ Jehovah has triumph’d, his people are ft’oe ! 

Sing, for the pride of the tyrant is broken, 

His chariot, his horsemei:^ all splendid and brave ; 

How vain was their boasting ! the Lord has but spoken. 
And chariots and horsomen are sunk in the wave ! 

Sound tlie loud timbrel, &c. 

2 Praise to the Conqueror ; 0 praise to the Lord ; 

His word was our arrow, Ids breath was our sword I 

Who shall return to tell Egypt the story 
Of those she sent forth in the hour of her pride ? 

For the Lord hath looked out from his pillar of glory, 
And all her brave thousands are dashed in the tide ! 

Cho» Sound the loud timbrel, &c. 

FLETCllIfll’S CoLLttCTlON, 54^, pt, 2. 


EXODUS XIV. 

Overthrmo of the Egyptians, | j 

A nd the Iajiid Spake unto Moses, saying, i| 

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, that they turn and ij 
encamp (before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, over I* 
against Baal-zephon : before it shall ye encani[) by the sea. ij 
3 For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They art | j 
entangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut them in. j 

4 And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, that lie shall follow '| 
after them ; and I will be lionoured upon Pharaoh, and upon j 
all his host; that the Egyptians may know that I am the 
Lord. And they did so. 

6 And it was told the king of 12gypt that the jicoplc fled: I 
ah(t the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants was turned 
against the people, and they said, Why have wc done this, that 
wc have let Israel go from serving us? 

G Aud he made ready his chariot, and took his people with 
him : 

7 And he took six hundred chosen chariots, and all the 
chariots of Egypt, aud captains over every one of them. 

8 And the "Lord hardened tlic heart of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, and he pursued after tlic children of Israel ; and the 
children of Israel went out with an high hand. 

9 But the Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and 
chariots of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, aud his arrav, and 
overtook them encamping by the sea, beside Pi-haliiroth. 
before Baal-zephon. 

10 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel 
lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after j 
them ; and they were sore afraid : aud the children of Israel i 
cried out unto the Lord. i 

11 And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves j 
in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? ! 
wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth oUt | 
of Egypt? ^ II 

12 Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Eg^t, | 
saying. Let us alone, that wfe may serve the Egyptians ? For 
it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we 
should die in the wilderness. 

13 And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand 
still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will shew to 
you to day : for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye 
shall see them again no more for ever. 

14 The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall bold vour 
peace. 

15 And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore cnest thou 
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unto xno? speak unto the children of Israel^ that they go 
forward : 

16 But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand 
over the sea, and divide it : and the children of Israel shall go 
on dry ground through the midst of the sea. 

17 And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the 
Egyptians, and they shall follow them: and I will get me 
honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon his chariots, 
and upon his horsemen. 

18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Loan, 
when I have gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his 
chariots, and upon his horsemen. 

19 And the angel of God, which went before the camp 
of Israel, removed and went behind them ; and the pillar 
of the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind 
them: 

20 And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the 
^mp of Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but 
it gave light by night to these : so that the one came not near 
the other all the night. 

21 And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the 
I Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all 

that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were 
divided. 

22 And the children of Israel went into the midst of the 
sea upon the dry ground : and the waters were a wall unto 
thorn on their right hand, and on their left. 

.. 23 And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to 
the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh^s horses, his chariots, 
and his horsemen. 

24 And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the 
Lord looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the 
pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the 
Egyptians, 

26 And took off their chariot wheels, that they dravc them 
heavily: so that the Egyptians said. Let us flee from the 
face of Israel; for the Lord fighteth for them against the 
Egyptians. 

26 And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand 
over the sea, that the waters may come again upon the 
Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen. 

27 And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and 
the sea returned to his strength when the morning appeared ; 
and the Egyptians fled against it ; and the Lord overthrew 
the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 

28 And the waters returned, and covered the cliariots, and 
the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came into 
the sea after them ; there remained not so much as one of 
them. 

29 But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the 
midst of the sea ; and the waters were a wall unto them on 
their right hand, and on their left. 

80 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand of 

the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the 
seashore. ^ 

81 And Israel saw that great work which the Lord did 
mon the Egyptians: and the people feared the Lord, and 
believed the Lord, and his servant Moses. 


and his servant Moses. 


- PRAYER. 

A^OST xn^ciful Lord God, the God of our salvation, we 
that we are permitted to approach thy 
tuione of gr^e. We thank thee that we are encouraged to 
look up to thee for acceptance, and for the answer of our 
iroyers, through the merits of the righteousness, and the 
efficacy of the mtercession of Christ. Lord, inspire us with 
holy reverence holy devotion, and holy confidence. 
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Thou hast mercifully preserved us through aaotiber lUfoti 
thou hast refteshed us with sleep, rest, and regoae. Wd 
present before thee the sacrifice of our tfaanksriving and 
praise. We thank thee that we were not found dead upon our 
beds. We thank our God and Father in Christ that we 
were not found the subjects of disease, suffisring, and pain. 
Bless the Lord, O our soul, and forget not all his benefits t 
Give us thy Holy Spirit, that we may be enabled to sanctify 
thy sacred day. May we never forget that great and blessed 
event which this day was appointed to commemorate, namdy, 
the resurrection of Jesus. Glory to God in the highest that, on 
the morning of this day, the humanity of the Son of God was 
raised from the dead. Lord, teach us to rejoice that on the 
morning of this day he was declared to be the Son of God, 
with power, by his resurrection from the dead. We praise 
thee that, on the morning of this day, Jesus rose as the first 
fruits of them who sleep. Give us faith in Jesus as the 
Resurrection and the Life, then we shall rejoice in the assured 
hopes that we shall have a blessed resurrection, and that we 
shall rise to the enjoyment of a glorious immortdity. 

Divine Spirit, give us grace to mourn over our sinfulness 
with holy penitence, and teach us to confess our sins with 
unfeigned sincerity. Teach us to say with the holy Psalmist, 
We acknowledge our transgression, and our sin is ever before 
us. We were bom in sin, and in sin did our mothers conceive 
us. Our sins are more in number than the hairs of our head, 
which cannot be numbered. They are gone over our head ; 
as an heavy burden, they are too heavy for us.” We thank 
thee that thou hast borne with us so long in the midst of our 
provocations, and that thou hast not deprived us of life while 
in the very act of sinning against thee. Truly, when we 
deserved to have been cut down, thou hast preserved us. In 
the midst of deserved wrath thou hast remembered us with 
undeserved mercy. 

Father of mercies, we implore torgiveness through the merit 
of the atonement of Jesus. Have mercy upon us, O God, 
according to thy loving-kindness; according to the. multitude 
of thy tender mercies blot out our iniquities. As an evidence 
that our sins are forgiven, inspire our souls with holy, evan- 
gelical, unfei^ed repentance. O teach us to abhor sin, to 
mourn over sin, and to forsake sin. 

We pray that we may rejoice and trust in Christ as a sanc- 
tifying Saviour. May Jesus be made of God imto us sanctu 
fication. By the influences of his good Spirit, may the vile 
impurities of our nature be washed away. Wash us throughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us /rom our sin. Purge us with 
hyssop, and we shall be clean ; wash us and we shall be whiter 
than snow. Create in us a clean heart, and renew in us a 
right spirit. 

Bless all who are on board this vessel. Give and continue 
with them that wisdom, and health, and vigour, and fortitude, 
which are necessary for the management of the ship, and for 
safely directing its course through the waters of the great deep. 
May the captain be guided, preserved, and strengthened in the 
discharge of all his arduous and responsible duties ; and may 
those who are engaged in his service be distinguished for 
fidelity, and for rendering ready and willing obedience in 
singleness of heart as unto Christ ; not with eye-service as 
men-pleasers, but as the servants of Christ doing the will of 
God from the heart, with goodwill doing service as to the 
Lord, and not to men. 

We present our prayers in behalf of all our beloved rdativea 
and friends, from whom we are separated by the briny waters 
of the great sea. Let salvation to their portion, and let the 
graces of the Holy Spirit be the ornament of their souls. 
Again may we see them in peace. And when we fhall have 
finished the voyage of this mortal state, may we meet in 


liWBly vHonuiM to be fiir emr with the Iic»d. Mociful 
l^hther^ hew end euwer cor m^plieedone, for Jesns’ sake ; to 
whom, with the Father and the Holjr Spirit, we aaoribe 
eqpul and undivided praiees. Amen. 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Chiist, and the love of 
God uie Fewer, be witii us ail for ever and ever. Amen. 


Stfflnlr Sfrbitf at Sa 

SABBATH EVENING. 

OOJ>’s MAJBBTY AND CONDK80ENSION. 

Miming ffynm, h. u, 

1 TJP to the Lord that reigns on high, 

^ And views the nations from afar, 

Let everlasting praises fLj, 

And tell how large his bounties are. 

d [He that can shake the worlds ho made, 

Or with his word or with his rod. 

His goodness how amazing mat ! 

And what a condescending God !] 

8 fOod, that must stoop to view the skies, 

And bow to see what angels do, 

Down to our earth he costs his eyes, 

.^d bends his footsteps downward too.*' 

4 He overrules all mortal things. 

And manages our mean affairs ; 

On humble souls the King of kings, 

Bestows his councils and his cares. 

5 Our sorrows and our tears we pour 
Into the bosom of our God; 

He hears us in the mournful hour. 

And helps us bear the heavy load. 

6 In vain might lofty princes try 
Such condescension to perform ; 

Por worms were never raised so high 
Above their meanest fellow- worm. 

7 0 could our thankful hearts devise 
A tribute equal to thy grace, 

To the third heaven our songs should rise. 

And teach the golden harps thy praise. 

Watxi, 46, B. i/. 

EXODUS XV. 

Song of Mohs, 

rpHEN sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto 
^ the Lord, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the Lord, 
for he hath triumphed gloriously ; the horse and his rider hath 
he thrown into the sea. 

2 The Lord is my strength and song, and he is become my 
salvation : he m my God, and I will prepare him an habitation ; 
my fatheris God, and I will exalt him. 

8 The Lord is a man of war : the Lord is his name. 

4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his host hath he cast into the 
sea; his chosen captains also are drowned in the sea. 

6 ^e depths have covered them : they sank into the bottom 
as a stone. 

6 Thy right hand, O Ijord, is become glorious in power : 
thy ri^ht band, O Lord, hath dashed in* pieces the enemy. 

7 And in the greatness of thine excellency thou hast over- 
thrown them that rose up against thee : thou sentest forth thy 
wrath, which consumed them as stubble. 

8 And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were 

together, the floods stood upright as an heap, aiuf 
ibe ^thi were congealed in the heart of the sea. 

9 Tks enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I win 


divide the spoil ; my lost shall be satisfied upon them ; 1 will 
draw sword, my hand shall destroy them. 

10 Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them : 
they sank as lead in the mighty waters. 

11 Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods? who 
is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing 
wonders? 

12 Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, the earth swal- 
lowed them. 

18 Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which 
thou hast redeemed : thoU hast guided them in thy strength 
unto thy holy habitation. 

14 The people shall hear, and bo afraid : sorrow shall take 
hold on the inhabitants of Palestina. 

16 Then the dukes of Edom shall be amazed; the mighty 
men of Moab, trembling shall take hold upon them ; all the 
inhabitants of Canaan shall melt away. 

16 Fear and dread shall fall upon them; by the greatness 
of thine arm they shall be as still as a stone ; till thy people 
pass over, O Lord, till the people pass over, which thou host 
purchased. 

17 Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the moun- 
tain of thine inheritance, in the place, O Lord, w?iich thou 

I hast made for thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O Lord, 
which thy hands have established. 

18 The Lord shall reign for ever and ever. 

19 For the horse of Pharaoh went in with his chariots and 
I vrith his horsemen into the sea, and the Lord brought again 

the waters of the sea upon them ; but the children of Israel 
went on dry land in the midst of the sea. 

20 And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a 
timbrel in her hand ; and all the women went out after her 
with timbrels and with dances. 

21 And Miriam answered them, Sing yc to the Lord, for 
he hath triumphed gloriously ; the horse and his rider hath he 
thrown into t^ sea. 

22 So Moses brought Israel from the Bed sea, and they 
went out into the wilderness of Shur ; and they went three 
days in the wilderness, and found no water. 

23 And when they came to Marab, they could not drink of 
the waters of Marah, for they were bitter : therefore the name 
of it was called Marah. 

24 And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What 
shall we drink ? 

25 And he cried unto the Lord; and the Lord shewed 
him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, the 
waters were made sweet : there he made for them a statute 
and an ordinance, and there he proved them, 

26 And said. If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of 
the Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his 
sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all 
his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which 
I have brought upon the Egyptians ; for I am the Lord that 
healeth thee. 

27 And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of 
water, and threescore and ten palm trees : and they encamped 
there by the waters. 

PBAYEB. 

i^BEAT and glorious Lord God Almighty, we desire to 
draw near to thy throne of grace in the name of Jesus, 
our Advocate and Saviour, with holy reverence, believing 
confidence, and filial fear. We acknowledge our unfitness for 
approaching thy presence as we ought. We are laden with 
infirmities : but we praise thee that the Holy Spirit is willing 
to help our infirmities; and we bless thee that our Divine 
Advocate and Intercessor is willing to present our services 
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before the heavenly throne ’W^ith acceptance. Holy Spirit, ate 
lift up to thee the eyes of our soul, earnestly to supplicate thy 
gracious aid. Blessed Jesus, we commit to thee our Imperfect 
services and unworthy sacrifices, that in thy love ahd niercy 
thou wouldst graciously secure their acceptance before the 
throne above. 

Oil the bosom of the great deep, and surrounded by many 
perils, Ave desire in the language of humble, yet believing con- 
fidence, to acknowledge and adore thee as our strength and our 
song. Thou art the God of salvation. Blessed Lord, give us 
grace to adore thee, and love thee, and trust in thee as the 
God of our salvation. From many dangers by sea and by laud 
thou hast defended us, and from many perils thou hast 
delivered us. O deliver us from the perils of sin, from the 
snares of the Avorld, and from the insinuating and alluring 
temptations of Satan. Often thou hast saved our bodies from 
temporal destruction. When death, as it were, appeared full 
in view, when only an hair’s breadth sCeracd to be between 
us and the grave, thou didst come to our help, thou didst 
preserve our life, and restore our souls for thy name’s sake. 
Now, Father of mercies, Ave earnestly pray for the salvation of 
our souls, our never-dying souls. Thou didst deliver Israel, 
thy chosen people, from Pharaoh and his hosts : mercifully 
deliver us from Satan — the prince of the power of the air, the 
spirit who noAV workctli in the hearts of tlie children of dis- \ 
obedience. Suffer not that destroyer of souls to accomplish j 
our destruction. Mighty Saviour, come to our deliverance. 
Great God of salvation, thou didst stretch out thine hand, 
and didst lead forth thy people in safety through the Avaters of 
the Red Sea. O mercniully ])re8erve us from the destroying 
Avaves of the Red Sea of Divine Avrath. Save us from the 
guilt, and power, and love of sin. Save us from the world and 
its ten thousand snares. Save us from the corruptions of our 
OAvu heart. Save us from the sting of death. And mercifully 
saA^c us from the miseries of hell ! 

The salvation avc seek for ourselves wo would supplicate for 
all who are near and dear to us on earth. Far removed from 
them, Ave often thitik of them Avith ardent affection; and now 
Ave pray in their belialf. Lord, comfort them with all the 
blessings of thy providence; above all, enrich them Avith all 
the rich blessings of tliy great salvation. May they and we 
be thy regenerated children. May Ave ho born again by re- 
newing grace. May we be the subjects of that new birth, 
which cometh not of blood nor of flesli, Avhicli is not of the Avill 
of man, but of God. O grant that w'c may be the subjects of 
that new birth, Avithout Avhieh we never can belong to thy 
kingdom of grace on earth, and without which avc never can 
belong to thy kingdom of glory in heaven. We pray not for 
alliances with the great, the wealthy, and the niiglity of this 
world, tlie fashion of which so speedily chaugeth, and the ' 
glory of Avhieh so soon passetli aAvay. Our petition and our 
request is that w^c, and all in Aihom Ave are interested, may be 
exalted to the distinguished honour of being made tlie sous 
and daughters of the Lord God Almighty. O put us among 
thy children, and give us the goodly heritage of the host of 
nations. Make us heirs of iliat heavenly inheritance which is 
incorruptible and undefilod, and Avhich fadeth not away — that 
precious inheritance Avhich is reserved in heaven for them 
Avho are kept by tlie power of God through faith unto salvation, 
ready to be revealed in the last time.’’ 

Most merciful Fatlier, accept our united thanksgiving for 
the mercies of the past day. Wherein we have offended thde 
in thought, expression, or action, graciously forgive. This 
night give us the blessing of sleep, protectibn, and repoiie. 
Hear, forgive, and ansAver, for Jesus’ sake. And may the 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, 
and the communion of the Holy Ghost be with us all. Amen* 
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fining a: Sta al 

THE STOBJf* 

(kwettry, Warrington, Warworn, 

1 ask the Lord to know his waj^ 

^ ’ But hardly know for what we pmjr, 
When we expect it in a calm, 

When nothing can our peace alano 

2 To sail along with wind and tide, 

And smoothly into harbour glide ; 

While very few the voyage perform, 

But tn the vMrlwind a)iii Horm, 

3 In this Avay Jesus reached the shore, 

As all the prophets did before ; 

By this rough course tbb apostles went, 
And leahit therein to be content. 

4 So that we are but landed where 
The Saviour and the saints appear, 

Our songs of praiso will louder sound, 

As tribulations here abound. 

5 Then shall we sing Avith them at last, 

The bitterness of death is past ! 

And tlien the whirlwind and the storm 
No longer w'ill our souls alarm. «] 


JoTOB^ 4i« 


PSALM XXIX. 

Qod^i Voice. 

/ 1 IVE unto the Lonn, 0 ye mighty, give unto the Lord 
glory and strength. 

2 Give unto the Loud the glory due unto his name; wor- 
ship the Loud in the beauty of holiness. 

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters : the God of 
glory thundereth : the Lord is upon many waters, 

4 The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the 
Lord is full of majesty. 

The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars.; yea, the 
Lord breaketh the cedars of Lebanon. 

G lie makeih them also to skip like a calf; Lebanon and 
Sirion like a young unicorn. 

7 The voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire. 

8 The voice of the Lord shaketh the wilderness ; the Lord 
shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh. 

9 The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds to calvc, and 

discQvcreth the forests : and in his temple doth every one 
speak of his glory. ^ 

10 The Lord sitteth upon the flood ; yea, the Lord iitteth 
King for ever. 

11 The Lord will give strength unto his people ; the Lord 
will bless his people with peace. 

PRAYER. 

^ LORD our God, thou art the almighty God. Tlmu Art the 
^ God of the ocean as well as of the dry land. Tlie winds 
and the waves are under thy control. The winds cannot blow, 
nor the waves of the sea lift up themselves on high, but by 
thy permission, and at thy command. When thou wiliest, 
the winds blow, and the waves rage ; and when thou wiliest, 
there is a calm. When thou sayest to the infuriated elements^ 
Hitheir shalt thou come and uo farther, instantly thy voice is 
obteyed. 

In thy sovereign providence, we are brought into graii 
peril. The infuriated winds are howling around uS, and 
the proud, swelling billows are threatening our destruction* 
We mount up to the heavens, and go down again to the 
depths ; our soul is melted because m trouble. We & 
and fro like a drunken man, and we are at but wits’ end* 


AI»FIBN!>IX. 


O Lmd, ire pry unto tliee ki oar day of liable 1 0 bring 
ni oat of our dutreaaee 1 The floods nave lifted up, 0 Ixqr^ 
the. floods have lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their 
waves 1 O Lord, thoa art mightier than the voice of many 
waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the sea I Lord, we cry 
auto thM for help. Save, Lord, m else we mrish. Command 
the winds and the waves to be still, and they will instantly 
obey thee. Bat if any of us should perish in this storm, 

: O let not our souls perish; bat through the death of Jesus, 

I who endured the storms of Divine wrath, may they be pre- 
I served from hell, and may they enter heaven. Thy will be 
i done t 

Graciously hear our prayers, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 


ClanliBfifchig after a Storm at Sea. 

all's well. 

Berwick, AddUetCi, l. m. 

1 A LL*8 well with those that fear the Lord, 

^ In every calling, time, and place ; 

He does, according to his word, 

Supply them from his stores of grace. 

2 Supported by his mighty hand. 

No room is left for them to fear 
Dangers or want, by sea or land. 

For he their guardian’s always near. 

(3 The fleeting, stormy winds he grasps ; 

No single breeze eludes his hold : 

Tho waters in his hand ho clasps ; 

And every sand they wash is told. 

4 His porlion he will ever keep 
From Satan’s power and raging hell ; 

On shore, and on tho boundleHs deep, 

With righteous souls it shall be well. Jotck, 46. 


PSALM XLII. 

Tnmting in Ood, 



2 My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God : when 
shall I come and appear before God ? 


8 My tears have been my meat day and night, while they 
continually say unto me, Where is thy God ? 

4 When I remember these things, I jiour out my soul in 
me : for I had gone with the multitude, I went with them to 
the house of God, with the voice of joy and praise, with a 
i multitude that kept holiday. 

B Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul ? and why art thou 
disquieted in me ? hope thou in God : for 1 shall yet praise 
him /or the help of his countenance. 

6 O my God, my soul is cast down within me : therefore 
will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, and of the 
Hermonites, from tho hill of Misar. 

7 Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts; 
all thy waves and thy billows are gone over me. 

8 Yet the Loan will command his lovingkindness in the 
daytime, and in the night his song shall be with me, and my 
prayer unto the God of my life. 

9 I will say unto God my rock, Why hast thou forgotten 
me? why go 1 mourning because of the oppression of the 
enemy? 

10 As with a sword in my bones, mine enemies reproach 
me j wMe they say daily unto me, Where is thy God ? 

11 W^y art thou cast down, 0 my <^nl? and why art thou 
disquieted within me ? hope thou in God : for I shall yet praise 
Mm^ idAo is the health of my countenance, and my God. « 


PRAYBB. 

O LORD our God, thou art most mighty and merciful, and 
thy mercy is over all thy works. We appear before thee 
to present our thanksgivings for the great deliverance thou 
hast wrought for us. if thou hadst dealt with us according 
to our deserts, thou wouldst have made the sea our grave, and 
have sent our souls to the lowest bell. Glory to thy gracious 
name, that thou hast extended toward us the arm of thy 
mercy, and not the hand of thy vengeance. 

O Lord, we have seen thy wonders in the deep ; and thou 
hast manifested the greatness of thy power in raising the 
storm, and then in commanding the raging tempest to be 
still. We thank our God and Father for preserving our lives, 
our ship, and our property. Thou hast not dealt with us 
according to our sins : neither hast thou rewarded us accord- 
ing to our iniquities. From the awful deeps, O Lord, we 
cried unto thee, and thou didst deliver us out of our distress. 
Thou didst send forth thy commandment, and the stormy 
wind was turned into a calm. Holy Spirit, enable us to 
praise our protecting and delivering God for his goodness, 
and for his wonderful works to us, the children of men. Let 
our preserved lives he ever devoted to thee, O Jesus, who 
hast saved us from impending danger, and who laidest down 
thy life to save us from the miseries of hell. May the holi- 
ness of our future lives testify the unfeigned gratitude of our 
souls. O Lord, be to us the God of our salvation. 

Graciously hear our prayers, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 




SAFE MOOllED. 

Bictg, Worcester, Otford, 

1 TVTO more tho sea of lifo, no more 

In angry waves cun rise, 

To dash against tho pi^accful shore, 

Where now tho vessel lies. 

2 No more opposing winds can blow 

On weary seamen there ; 

No swelling billows overflow 
Which overwhelmed tliom hero. 

3 No more temptation, fear, and guilt, 

Disease and pain no more ; 

Which, during all tho voyage th"^y felt, 

Are known upon tlmt shore. 

4 No moro an anchor now they need. 

For hope to realize ; 

A holm to steer, or sails to speed, 

Now they have gained the prize. 

6 No moro can rocks, or shoals, or foes, 

Their perfect peace annoy ; 

For there is nothing to oppose. 

Where all is perfect joy. 

Joyce, 93. 


I PETER I. 

Strangers on EaHk, 

P ETER, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scat- 
tered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, 

2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ : Grace unto you^ and 
peace be multiplied. 

8 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten Ui 
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APPENDIX. 


agaiu unto a lirely hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead^ 

4 To an inheritance incorruptible^ and undeiiled^ and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you^ 

6 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto 
salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time. 

6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if 
need be, yc are in heaviness through manifold temptations : 

7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious 
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, 
might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the 
appearing of Jesus Christ : 

8 Whom having not seen, ye love ; in whom, though now 
ye see Mm not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory: 

9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of 
your souls. 

10 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and 
searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should 
come unto you : 

1 1 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of 
Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified before- 
hand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should 
follow. 

12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, 
but unto us they did minister the things, which are now 
reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel 
unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; 
which things the angels desire to look into. 

13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and 
hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ ; 

. ^ 14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves accord- 
ing to the former lusts in your ignorance : 

15fc But as he whicli hath called you is holy, so be yc holy 
in all manner of conversation ; 

16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 

17 And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of 
persons judgeth according to every mau^s work, pass the time 
of your sojourning here in fear ; 

18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain con- 
versation received by tradition from your fathers ; 

19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot : 

20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of 
the world, but ww manifest in these last times for you, 

21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up 
from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope 
might be in God. 

22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the 
truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, 
see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently; 

23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incor- 
ruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for 
ever. 


we cried unto thee ; we committed ouiselyes, our piopertyi 
and our ship to the care of thy special providence; we 
supplicated thy protection from the dangers of the deep. 
Thou hast heara our prayer, and, through Jesus Christ 
tliou hast mercifully answered our supplications. Thou hast 
brought us in safety to this distant portion of the globe. 
Thou hast covered us with the cmiopv of thy power, thou 
hast hid us in the hollow of thine hand; for thy mercy 
endureth for ever. 

While we remain in this foreign port, suffer us not to be 
corrupted by the sinful manners of those around us. May 
we mourn over prevailing depravity, and long for the day 
when the inhabitants of all nations shall be sprinkled with 
the blood of Jesus, and sanctified by his spirit. Preserve us 
from every sin, and from every excess, which may bring a 
reproach on omr country, or the religion of Christ, whose 
name we bear. 

While lading our vessels with the commodities of this 
distant land, O make us concerned to have our souls en- 
riched with the treasures of grace. May our conversation, 
our thoughts, and our affections, be in heaven. By prayer 
may we trade with that blessed land, and thus receive 
celestial blessings as our imperishable inheritance. 

We humbly seek the answer of our prayers, for Jesus’ 
sake. Amen. 


Pamioarb louitir. 


THB DESIRED HAVEN. 

CcvrluiU New. Annomdalt, Nacu'lem, Qe/mans* K. 

1 WHEN shall I be called to glory, 

^ * To behold my Saviour’s face; 

To docloro the blissful story, 

Of the freeness of his grace ; 
j And with holy exultation 

(Never more to fool dismay) 

To begin tho long relation 
Of his mercies by the way ? 

2 Mercies now forgot, recounting, 

Miseries past, to come no more, 

Streams exchanged for the fountain, 

Toils at B$a for joys on shore ; 

Scones of wondrous love unfoldmg 
To my unmolested soul ; 

Ever praising, while beholding 
The contrivance of tho whole ? 

JOTCI, 87. 


NUMBERS XX. 

Journeys of Israel. 

rpHEN came the children of Israel, even the whole congre* 
gation, into the desert of Zin in tho first mouth ; and 
the people abode in Kadesh ; and Miriam died there, and was 
buried there. 


24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the 
flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof 
falleth away: 

26 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And 
this is the word which by tho gospel is preached imto you. 


PRAYER. 

^ THOU God o/ creation, of providence, and of redemp- 
^ tion, we would now lift up our eyes unto thee, liom 
whence our help has o^'me. On leaving our native shores. 


2 And there was no water for the congregation ; and they 
gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron. 

3 And the people ohode with Moses, and spake, saying, 
Would God that we had died when our brethren died before 
the Lord! 

4 And why have ye brought up the congregation of the 
Lord into this wilderness, that we and our cattle should die 
there? 

5 And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of 
Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil place? it it no place of 
seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates; nenher is 
there any water to drink. 



AOTNBIX, 


6 And Mosos and Aaron^went horn the' praeuce of tka 
tMemhlj unto the door of tKe tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, and they fell upon their feces : and tiie gloiy of the 
Loan appeared unto taem. 

7 And the Loud spake unto Moses, saying, 

8 Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, 
thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock 
before their eyes ; and it shall give forth las water, and thou 
shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock : so thou 
shalt give the congregation and their beasts drink. 

9 And Moses took the rod from before the Loan, as he 
commanded him. 

10 And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation toge- 
ther before the rock, and he said unto them. Hear nour, ye 
rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock? 

11 And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he 
smote tha rock twice : and the water came out abundantly, 
and the congregation drank, and their beasts also* 

12 And the Loan spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because 
ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children 
of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into 
the land which I have given them. 

13 This is the water of Meribah : because the children of 
Israel strove with the Loan, and he was sanctified in them. 

14 And Moses sent messengers from Kadesh unto the king 
of Edom, Thus aaith thy brother Israel, Thou knowest all the 
travel that hath befallen us : 

16 How our fathers went down into Egypt, and we have 
dwelt in Egypt a long time ; and the Egyptians vexed us, and 
our fathers : 

16 And when we cried unto the Loan, he heard our voice, 
and sent an angel, and hath brought ns forth out of Egypt; 
and, behold, we are in Kadesh, a city in the uttermost of thy 
border: 

17 Let us pass, I pray thee, through thy country; we will 
not pass through the fields, or through the vineyards, neither 
will we drink of the water of the wells; we will go by the 
king's high way, we will not turn to the right hand nor to the 
left, until we have passed thy borders. 

18 And Edom said unto him. Thou shalt not pass by me, 
lest I come out against thee with the sword. 

19 And the children of Israel said unto him, We will go by 
the highway ; and if I and my cattle drink of thy water, then 
I will pay for it : I will only, without doing anything else^ go 
through on my feet. 

20 And he said, Thou shalt not go through. And Edom 
came out against him with much people, aud with a strong 
hand. 

21 Thus Edopi refused to give Israel passage through his 
border ; whei^fbre Israel turned away from him. 

22 And the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, 

journeyed from Kadesh, and came unto mount Hor. | 

23 And the Loan apake unto Moses and Aaron in mount | 
Hor, by the coast of the land of Edom, saying, 

24 Aaron shall be gathered unto his people ; for he shall 
not enter into the land which I have given unto the children 
of Israel, because ye rebelled against my word at the water 
of Meribah. 

25 Take Aaron and Elea^ar his son, and bring them up 
unto mount Hor : 

26 And strip Aaron of his garments, and put them upon 
Eleazar bis sou : and Aaron sh^ be gathered unto his people^ 
and shall die there. 

27 And Moses did as the Lord commanded : and they 
went up into mount Hor in the sight of all the ctbngregation. 

28 And Moses striped Aaron of his garments, and put 
them upon Eleazar his son ; and Aaron died there in the top 


of the mount: and Moees and Eleazar came down from the 
mount 

29 And when aU the congregation saw that Aaron was 
dead, they mourned fer Aaron thirty days, evm all the house | 
of Israel. ^ i 

PBAYEE. 

O LOBD, we adore thee as the omnipresent Jehovah. 

Thou who art the God of our native land, art God of the 
whole earth, and thou art ^ually present in all places of thy 
vast dominions. The sea is thine, for thou hast made it, and 
thy hands have formed the dr^ land. Thy glory shines in 
the sparkling stars ; thy glory xs manifested by lofty moun- ' 
tains and extended plains ; and thy glory is displayed by the i 
vast ocean, by powerful winds, and by raging waves. During I 
our voyage homeward, may our eyes be opened to see thy > 
wonders in the deep : yea, to see thy wisdom, thy goodness, I 
and thy power. 

Bless the country we are now leaving. May its inhabitants I 
soon enjoy the same privileges, both of a civil and religious 
nature, by which our native land is so remarkably dis- 
tinguished. 

Doubtless many have suffered the calamity of shipwreck 
since we left our native shores. But thou, in thy great 
mercy, hast spread over us the shield of thy gracious pro- 
tection, and hast suffered no real evil to befell us. For this 
great blessing we present the unfeigned thanksgiving of our 
hearts.. Many have lost their lives, and met with a wateiy 
grave, since we left the land of our fathers. In thy gracious 
sovereignty we are the living monuments of thy mercy, 0 
may wc be the living to praise thee 1 Suffer us not to be 
unthankful, or to be forgetful of thy benefits, — the undeserved 
instances of thy goodness. Holy Spirit, mercifully teach us 
by thy grace, ** To praise the Lord for his goodness, and for ! 
his wonderful works to us the children of men." We Jiavo j 
been frequently in danger, in great danger. Lord, we praise 
thee and bless thee, that thou hast been to us a very present 
help iu time of trouble. In all the perils with which we have 
been surrounded, we have had abundant reason to lift up 
the voice of thanksgiving and praise, and to exclaim in the 
language of inspiration, The Lord of hosts is with us ; the 
God of Jacob is our refuge ! Selah." 

We have reason to be humbled in thy presence, and with 
feelings of unfeigned penitence to acknowledge our sinfulness 
and un worthiness. While enjoying fair weather and the 
propitious breezes of the sky, we were exceedingly deficient 
in our feelings of thankfulness and in our expressions of 
praise. In a great measure we were unmindful of thee our 
heavenly Father, who didst watch over us with such tender- 
ness and care. After working out for us great deliverances, 
when the deep threatened to swallow us up alive, our hearts 
have not been sufficiently impressed with the loving-kindness 
of our God. Lord, forgive us for Jesus’ sake, aud lay not 
this sin to our charge ! We look to thee for pardon though 
our dear Redeemer’s blood. 

While we are proceeding homeward in our course, O may 
we be advancing heavenward in our affections, our wishes, and 
our prayers. Grant, O Lord, that we may be restored iu 
safety to the land of our fathers. O let not our pleasing 
hopes be filtrated I Suffer no storm or shipwreck to blast 
our expectations. Animate us, 0 Loi^d, with the hopes of 
heaven, and may all our hopes be placed on Jesus the sure 
foundation ; then no storm, no calamity, no enemy, shall ever 
be able to destroy our confidence. 

Preserve the health of our commander and our crew ; and 
mercifully keep far from us the breath of pestilence. 

Let our feeble prayers be answered> for o^ Saviour’s sake. 
Ameu. 
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pantt. 


flAlLIXG INTO POUT. 


C’rtPpV Lant, Kenwdl, Qe<trgi?t* Micha 

1 ^HE choBon veBsels of the King 
^ Will reach the heavenly ihorc ; 
To him a frei|fht of glory bring, 

In his appointed hour. 

2 But 08 the sea of life they orosa, 

By idling in the hand 
Of enemies, some suiier loss, 

Though after ^scapo to land. 

3 The Spirit’s graces fill their sails, 

Wliilo sovereign wisdom steors ; 
So, wafted by auspicious gales. 

Each in the port appears 


MichteVs. 


JOSHUA III. 

hrad at Jordan. 


Joyce, PO, 


A ND Joshua rose early in the raorniug; and they removed 
from Shittim^ and came to Jordan, he and all fhe 
ohildren of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. 

2 And it came to pass after three days, that the oiRcers 
went through the host ; 

8 And they commanded the people, saying, When ye see 
the ark of the covenant of the Loiio your God, and the priests 
the Levites bearing it, then ye shall remove from your place, 
and go after it. 

4 Yet there shall bo a space between you and it, about two 
thousand cubits by measure : come not near unto it, that ye 
may know the way by which ye must go : for ye have not 
passu^d this way heretofore. 

5 And Joshua said unto the people. Sanctify yourselves : 
for to morrow the Lord will do wonders among you. 

6 And Joshua spake unto the priests, saying, Take up the 
ark of the covenant, and pass over before the people. And 
they took up the ark of the covenant, and went before the 
people. 

7 And the Lord said unto Joshua, This day will I begin 
to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know 
that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee. 

8 And thou shalt command the priests that bear the ark of 
the covenant, saying. When ye are come to the brink of the 
water of Jordan, ye shall stand still in Jordan. 

9 And Joshua said unto the childreu of Israel, Come 
hither, aud hear the words of the Lord your God. 

10 And Joshua said, Hereby yo shall know that the living 
God is among you, and that he will without fail drive out 
from before you the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the 
Hivites, and the Periisites, and the Girgashites, and the 
Amorites, and the Jebusites. 

11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the 
earth passeth over before you into Jordan. 

12 Now therefore take you twelve men out of the tribes of 
larael, out of every tribe a man. 

18 And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet 
of the priests that bear the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all 
the earth, shall rest in the waters of Jordan, that the waters 
of Jordan shall .be cut off from the waters that come down 
from above ; and they shall stand upon an heap. 

14 And it came to pass, when the people removed from 
their tents, to pass over Jordan, and the priests bearing the 
ark of the covenant before the people; 

15 And as they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, 
and the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in 
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the brim of the water, (for Jordan overlloweth all his banks 
all the time of harvest,) 

16 That the waters which came down from above stood 
and rose up upon an heap very far from the city of Adam, 
that is beside Cretan : and those that came down toward the 
sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, and were cut off: 
and the people passed over right against Jeridho. 

17 And the priests *that bare the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord stood firm on drv ground in the midst of Jordan, 
and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the 
people were passed clean over Jordan. 

PBAYER. 

appear before thee, most merciful and gracious Lord 
God, to present the tribute of our thankfulness and 
praise, for restoring us once more to our native, our beloved 
land. O come, let us give/thanks unto the Lord, for he is 
good ; for his mercy endureth for ever. Thou art great, and 
greatly to be feared ; and may we, whom thou hast delivered 
from the merciless rage of the sea, be enabled to glorify thy 
great name. If thou badst dealt with us as we deserved, 
thou wouldst have left us to perish in the great deep I Thou 
hast preserved us from the dangers of one sea, O preserve 
us from the awful and overwhelming dangers of the sea of 
Divine wrath I O enable us without delay to flee to Jesus as 
the only refuge ; then shall we indeed find him an effectual 
refuge from the winds, and a covert from the tempest of 
Divine wrath. 

Lord, we thank thee that thou hast been more gracious to 
us than our fears. On leaving the land of our birth, painful 
apprehensions rose in our bosoms that we might no more see 
our dear and beloved relatives and friends; that we should 
no more see the land of our nativity ; and that we should no 
more hear the voice of our dear minister, who prayed for us 
with such fervour and affection when we last listened to his 
voice. Most merciful God and Father in Christ/ we praise 
thjr great and gracious name that all our fears have been 
disappointed, and that our prayers to be again permitted 
to see our country, and friends thou hast most graciously 
answered. Lord, what shall we, what can we render unto 
thee for all thy mercies ! 0 teach us to say in the language 

of the Psalmist, iu the exercise of faith, and under the influ- 
dice of holy devotion, O Lord, truly we are thy servants. 
We will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will 
call upon the name of the Lord. We will take the cup of 
salvation, and call upon the name' of the Lord. We will pay 
our vows unto the Lord now, in the presence of all his people.^' 
In a remarkable degree, and in numerous instances, we have 
enjoyed distinguished marks of thy providential interposition, 
protection, and care. God of salvation, in addition to the 
blessings of thy providence, bestow upon us the blessings of 
thy grace. Give us a title to the mansions of the blessed. 
When the earthly house of this tabernacle is dissolved, may 
we enter and inhabit the building of God, eternal in the 
heavens ! 

We thank God that our lives have not been taken away by 
the diseases peculiar to foreign lands. We praise thee, not 
only for the preservation of life, but also for the preservation 
of property. At the close of the voyage of life, may bur souls 
be safe. Now we have reached our home, may we hear the 
voice of our earthly employers saying to us, Well done, good 
and faithful servants.'^ But at the close of the voyage of life, 
may we hear our blessed Saviour saying to us, Well done, 
good and faithful servants, enter ye into the joy of your 
Lord.” Graciously hear, answer, and forgive, for Jesns our 
Bedeemer’s sake. Amen. 

Ovr Father which art in heaVcu, &c. 


APPINDIX. 


Jfrar liiilirs. 


MAGTSTEATES ANH aULfiRS, 

Bedford* JfiA* c« au 

1 l?TEnNAL8otfireiMiofthoBky, 

" And Lord of all oeloRTi 

We mortals to thy majesty 
Our first obedience owe. 

2 Our souls adoro thy throne supreme, 

And bless tiby providenoe, 

For magistrates of meaner name, 

Our glory and defence. 

3 Kingdoms on drm foundations stand, 

While virtue finds reward; 

And sinners perish from the land, 

By justice and the sword. Waitb, 1 40, B. //. 


PROVEEBS VIII. 

Wiidon, 

D oth not wisdom cry ? and understanding put forth her 
voice ? 

2 She standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the 
]>lucea of the paths. 

3 She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at the 
coming in at the doors. 

4 Unto you, 0 men, I call ; and my voice is to the sons of 
man. 

6 O ye simple, understand wisdom : and, ye fools, be ye of 
an understanding heart. 

6 Hear ; for I will speak of excellent things ; and the open- 
ing of my lips shall he right things. 

7 For my mouth shall speak truth ; and wickedness is an 
abomination to my lips. 

8 All the words of my mouth are in righteousness ; there is 
nothing froward or perverse in them. 

9 They are all plain to him that understandetfa, and right 
to them that find knowledge. 

10 Receive my instruction, and not silver ; and knowledge 
rather than choice gold. 

11 For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things 
that may be desired arc not to be compared to it. 

12 I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge 
of witty inventions. 

13 The fear of the Loan is to hAte evil ; pride, and arro- 
gancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do 1 hate. 

14 Counsel is mine, and . sound wisdom : I am under- 
standing ; I have strength. 

15 By me kings reign, and princes decree justice. 

16 By me princes rule, and nobles, all the judges of 
the earth. 

17 1 love them that love me ; and those that seek me early 
shall find me. 

18 Riches and honour are with me ; pea, durable riches and 
righteousness. 

19 My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gedd ; and 
my revenue than choice silver; 

20 1 lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the 
paths of judgment : 

21 That 1 may cause those that love me to inherit sub- 
stance ; and 1 will fill their treasures. 


PRAYER. 

T^OST merciful liord God, we are unworthy and unfit to 
lU. approach thy throne of grace. Wo praise thy great and 
glorious name that we are welcome to draw near to thy mercy- 


seat, through the meriti of our Divine Intercessor, Jesus 
Christ, thy Son and our Saviour. Holy Spirit, inspire us 
with godly repentance and lively faith, then, relying on the 
atonement of Jesus^ we shall present our supplications with 
sincerity and with acceptance. 

Lord, we acknowledge and adore thee as the universal 
Potentate. O enable us to rejoice in thee as the author of all 
things, and as the end of all things I Great Redeepier, teach 
us by thy Spirit to rejoice in thee as the Ring of kings, as the 
Ruler of the universe, and as the King of Zion, thy Church j 
for^ the salvation of which thou didst shed thy blood, thou 
didst lay down thy life. 

Exalted Saviour, we adore thee, and would rejoice in thee 
as having all kingn and rulers under thine immediate control. 
None can rule without thy permission. And ^1 are account- 
able to thee for the manner in which they fuM the func- 
tions, and discharge the responsible duties of their important 
offices. All those virtues and ^aces which qualify rulers and 
magistrates for adorning their high and influential calling, and 
for making them blessings to men, come from thee. ^^It is by 
thee kings reign, and princes decree justice. By thee princes 
rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the oarth.” 

We would confess before thee our sinfulness and the apos- 
tacy of our race, which have introduced into our world anarchyi 
confusion, rebellion, and misery. When we came from the 
pure hand of thine omnipotence, we were holy and loving as 
thyself. Had our innocence remained, we should never have 
known those vile, and restless, and dangerous passions which 
are the disgrace and the curse of our world, and which render 
indispensable, for our security and peace, the existence of 
rulers commissioned by thyself to act as in thy place. Wo 
thank our God and Saviour for this Divine institution, and for 
all the benefits, social, civil, political, and religious, wo enjoy 
under its salutary influence. ^ 

’Wo would now ofler up our earnest and humble suppli- 
cations for all our rulers, whether the sovereign as supreme, or 
judges, legislators, and magistrates as subordinate. Blessed 
Jesus, the King and Head of the Church, thou who didst 
inspire prophets and apostles with every needful grace, merci- 
fulfy bestow on all our rulers those graces of wisdom, and 
righteousness, and forbearance, and patience, and mercy, 
without which they cannot rule for thy glory, for the welfare 
of society, and for the interests of thy Church. May it be 
their glory and delight to deliver the needy when he crieth ; 
the poor also, and them who have no helper. Mercifully 
confer on them the spirit of wisdom and understanding. Give 
them the spirit of counsel and might. O make them of 
quick understanding in the fear of the Lord. Let them not 
be deceived by false appearances or by hypocritical preten- 
sions ; and thus may they be prevented from judging after 
the sight of their eyes, or from judging after the hearing of 
their ears ; but with righteousness may they judge the poor, 
and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth. 

Make our rulers a terror to evil-doers, and a praise to them 
who do well. May our rulers not only be eminent for human 
virtues and attainments, but may they be distinguished for 
heavenly grace. May the prosperity of Sion be ever near and 
ever dear to the hearts of all our rulers. 

Lord, enable us who are under authority to submit ourselves 
to every ordinance of man for the Lord^s sake ; whether to the 
king as supreme, or unto governors as unto them that are sent 
by him. 

God of salvation, mercifully hear and answer these our 
supplications, tor the sake of Jesus, our Saviour and King. 
And to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, we would now 
ascribe the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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APPENDIX 


of a Soferep 

• PEATH AND THE GRAVE. 

(Hd HvndndtK lAkUieran, i*. m. 

1 OOVEBEIGN of life, before thine eve, 

^ Lo, mortal men by thousands die ! 

One glance from thee at once brings down 
The proudest brow that wears a crown. 

2 The friendly band, no more shall greet 
Accents familiar once, and sweet : 

No more the well-known features trace, 

No more renew the fond embrace. 

3 Yet if my Father’s faithful hand 
Conduct me thro* this gloomy land. 

My soul with pleasure shall obey, 

And follow where ho leads the way. 

Fletchbr’s Collection, ]86,pe. 1. 

1 KINGS II. 

David^t hut Charge to Sohmon, 

N OW the days of David drew nigh that he should die ; and 
he charged Solomon his son, sayings 
2 1 go the way of all the earth : be thou strong therefore, 
amd shew thyself a man ; 

8 And keep the charge of the Lord thy God, to walk in his 
ways, to keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his 
judgments, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of 
Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and 
whithersoever thou turnest thyself : 

4 That the Lord may continue his word which he spake 
concerning me, saying, If thy children take heed to their way, 
to Wfdk before me in truth with all their heart and with all 
their soul, there shall not fail thee (said he) a man on the 
throne of Israel. 

7 But shew kindness unto the sons of Barzillai the Gilead- 
ite, and let them be of those that eat at thy table : for so they 
came to uie when I fled because of Absolom thy brother. 

10 So David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the 
city of David. 

ll And the days that David reigned over Israel were forty 
years: seven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and 
three years reigned he in Jerusalem. 


PRAYER. 

, f N the name of our great High Priest, who was dead, but is 
alive again, we approach thy throne, O Lord our God. The 
breath of earthly kings is in their nostrils, and wherein are 
they to be accounted of? Thou art the living God, and from 
everlasting to everlasting thou art God. Thou art the Qrod of 
our salvation, in whom we are commanded to place all our 
trust and confidence, and not ta trfist even in the best of 
earthly princes, nor in' the most distinguished of the sons of 
men, in whom there is no help. O how feeble and insig- 
nificant are earthly princes, of the greatest excellence and of the 
greatest power, when compared with thee, the Almighty Re- 
deemer, who hast on thy vesture and on thy thigh the name 
written. King of kings, and Lord of lords ! Thou art the 
Almighty Ruler, infinitely independent of all beings, in thy 
life, blessedness, and glory. As for earthly princes and kings, 
they are as grass, and the goodliness thereof is as the flower 
; of the field. The grass withereth and the flower fadeth, but 
i tby word, O King of kings, shall stand for ever. 

[ \Vc adore thee in thy Divine, wise, al^solute, and irre- 
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sistible sovereignty. The life of all living oreatnres, from 
the insect to the proud monarch, depends equally on thee. 
The mightiest of kings is as unable as the worm to resist thy 
power, or to evade the stroke of death when thou dost sena 
forth thy command. Inhabiting his fortified palace, sur- 
rounded by soldiers, loyal, imwerful, and brave, he is as weak 
and defenceless as the humble peasant inhabiting his lowly, 
secluded dwelling. His breath goeth forth, he retumeth to 
his earth, in that very day his thoughts perish.^^ May it be 
our happiness, privilege, and glory, to have the God of Jacob 
for our help, and to have our hope in the Lord our God. 

In thy sovereignty, O Lord, thou hast sent the messenger 
of death into the palace of our king. Thou didst put the 
summons of death into his bosom. Thou hast taken from him 
his mortal life. Thou hast taken the sceptre from his hand. 
Thou hast removed the crown from his head. Thou hast laid 
his glory in the dust. Thou hast exchanged his throne for a 
coffin, his imperial robes for grave-clothes, and his royal 
residence for a grave I The splendour of royalty which sur- 
rounded him is extinguished for ever, and he is now enve- 
loped with the darkness of the tomb. Thou didst invest him 
with sovereignty and power. By thy providence he was placed 
in circumstances of the most solemn responsibility. He has 
now appeared before thee, the universal, the wise, and the 
righteous Judge, to answer for his kingly acts, for the deeds 
ho has done, whether they have been goM or bad. He has 
appeared before thy tribunal, from which there is no appeal I 

Lord, impress most deeply and seriously the minds of his 
surviving subjects, his surviving royal relatives, hie surviving 
ministers and counsellors, but especially his successor, who 
now fills the throne he has left, with the importimee of those 
solemn realities. 0 enable them by thy Spirit daily to 
remember the certainty of their own departure from time to 
eternity I Teach them, O teach them, the infinite importance 
of seeking while the day of mercy lasts an interest in Christ 
and a title to heaven I Let the graces of the Spirit be more 
precious in their estimation than the most splendid titles or 
costly jewels. Incline their hearts to seek an alliance with 
Christ and his redeemed family, which is infinitely more 
honourable and blessed than to claim kindred with the most 
distinguished and powerful of earthly monarchs. Teach them, 
O teach them the vanity, the utter vanity of all earthly 
grandeur, and greatness, and ;|^wer, when compared with 
Divine grace, and an interest in tne atonement of Jesus, which 
alone can secure a title to the heavenly mansions ! 

Graciouslv sanctify to the surviving members of the royal 
family and household the bodily sufferings of our late sove- 
reign, which preceded and efiected his dissolution. May 
they see and feel the importance of seeking and obtaining, in 
the period of health, that grace which alone prepares for the 
afflictions of the body in the dying hour; and which alone fits 
the soul, at the death of the body, for appearing before the 
presence of the eternal Majesty of the heavens, and for 
becoming a resident of the heavenly city. 

Mercifully sanctify all the national mercies and national, 
judgments of which , our nation has been the subject during 
the reign of our late sovereign. May our national sins bo 
forgiven, and I'emembered no more. 

Teach jis to rejoice that, though our late sovereign is num- 
bered with the dead, Jesus the King of Zion lives, and reigns 
for ever blest. Lord, hear our prayers and forgive our sins, 
for Jesus' sake. To the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one 
Jehovah, be ascribed glory, honour, doniinion, and power, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
tiie Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with 
us all. Amea 


AFPSNDIX 
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of Tst Softert^n to % C|roite. 

TUB SFIBITITAL COBOXATION. 

Jlfilea*8 Lcme. Coronation, Cfabrid iVtfw. c. m. ^ 

1 A Lli hail the poVr of Jeeu's name !. 

^ Let angelfl proetrate fell ; 

Bring forth the royal diadem, 

And crown him Lord of oil. 

2 [Crown him, ye martyrs of our God, 

Who from his altar call : 

Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod, 

And crown him Lord of all.] 

3 Yo Gentile sinners, ne’er forget 

The wormwood and the galJ^; 

Go — spread your trophies at his feet, 

And crown him Lord of all. AsoNyuocs. 

1 KINGS I. 

The Oonmation of Solomon. 

A ND king David said, Call me Zadok the priest, and 
Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. 
And they oame before the king. 

S3 The king also said unto them. Take with you the 
servants of your lord, and cause Solomon my son to ride 
upon mine own mule, and bring him down to Gihon : 

3I< And let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet 
anoint him there king over Israel: and blow ye with the 
trumpet, and say, God save king Solomon. 

35 Then ye shall come up after liim, that he may come and 
sit upon my tlirone ; for he shall be king in my stead : and 
I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and over Judah. 

36 And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king, and 
said, Amen : the Loan God of my lord the king say so loo. 

37 As the Loud hath been with my lord the king, even so 
bo ho with Solomon, and make his throne greater than the 
throne of my lord king David. 

38 So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and the 
Pclethitcs, went down, and caused Solomon to ride upon king 
David’s mule, and brought him to Gihon. 

39 And Zadok the priest took an horn of oil out of the 
'tabernacle, and anointed Solomon. And they blew the 

trumpet; and all the people said, God save king Solomon. 

PRAYER. 

OoVEREIGN of the universe, and God of salvation, we 
^ thy creatures, dependents, suojccts, and children, draw 
near to thy throne of grace, in the name of thy welLbeloved 
Son, our Surety and Saviour. We adore thee in all the attri- 
l)utes of thy nature, which we are permitted to see through 
the blessed medium of the righteousness of Christ. O teach 
us to rejoice that all thine attributes are glorified in Christ I 
Give us thy holy Spirit, that we may look with faith on the 
righteousness, atonement, and intercession of Jesus, and see 
the blessed harmony of thy Divine perfections ; " Mercy and 
truth meeting together, and righteousness and peace embrac- 
ing each other.” 

We adore thee in thy sovereignty as displayed in removing 
b^ death our late king, and in raising up a successor to fill 
V his throne. All thrones, sceptres, and kingdoms, are at thy 
disposal, and at thy disposal alone. Death is thy m^senger. 
Thou sendest him to the palaces of princes to summon their 
appearance before thy tribunal. We praise thee that we are 
I not visited with the great national calamity of a disputed 

! succession. In past generations our country was visited with 

i this judgment. Accept mercifully our individud and our 
j national thanksgivings, that our sovereign has been led peace- 
j fully to the throne of his ancestors, without the revolting 


calamity of the shedding of human blood. As a nation, tliou 
. hast not dealt with ni as our iniquities deserved. In the 
midst of deserved wrath thou hast remembered us with un- 
deserved mercy. Teach us to praise thee for thy goodness, 
^d for thy wonderful works to us the children of men. 
Incline our hearts to exalt thee in the congregation of the 
people, and to praise thee in the assembly of the elders. 

It is our duty and our privilege to pre^nt our supplications 
before thy meroy-seat in behalf or him whom thou hast 
elevated to an earthly throne. Thou hast placed him in a 
sphere the most important, and in a station the most sacred, 
difficult, influential, and responsible. To a pinnacle of regal 
eminence thou hast exalted him, — surrounded by difficulties, 
temptations, and snares. When our sovereign thinks on the 
duties which he is required to discharge, the laws he is 
required to administer, and of the interests of the numerous 
subjects committed to his care, he has reason to exclaim in 
the language of the inspired Apostle of the Gentiles, ** Who 
is sufficient for these things ? ” O lead him by thy good 
Spirit to say and to believe and feel what he utters, My 
sufficiency is of God.” May he hear the voice of Jesus, hia 
King and Saviour, thus addressing him in language of 
encouragement, '^My grace is sufficient for thee, and my 
strength shall be maae perfect in weakness.” 

Most mercifully endue our king with every grace. It is by 
thy Spirit alone kings can be qualified to reign, and thus 
become blessings to their subjects, and nursing-fathers to thy 
Church. We earnestly pray for the honour of thy name, for 
the prosj^rity of Zion, and for the welfare of this kingdom, 
that our beloved king may be made in deed and in truth, the 
subject of Divine grace. May the graces which enriched 
David, the man according to God’s own heart, and which 
adorned Solomon, the wisest of kings, be the rich treasure of 
his soul, and the bright ornament of his reign. Give unto 
our king thy judgments, and let them be the guiding maxims 
of his government. Give unto the king thy righteousness, 
then his reign will resemble the genial beams of the sun, and 
the influence of the dew on the tender herb. Give him thy 
Spirit, that he may be enabled to judge the poor of thv people, 
and to save the children of the needy. Make him the father 
of his people. May not only their temporal interests, but 
more especially their spiritual welfare be near his heart. 
Then his benign influence shall come down like rain upon the 
mown grass, add like showers that water the earth. Let the 
righteous increase in his days, and his people be blessed with 
abundance of peace. Let the crown flounsh upon his head, 
associated with those graces of the Spirit which are more 
precious than the costliest jewels. 

Ever may he be surrounded by counsellors wise, patriotic, 
and pious ; men loving righteousness and hating covetousness. 
May he always live in the lo^al affections of his people. May his 
throne be held up and continue secure by means of the earnest 
and continued prayers of his believing subjects. Like the 
throne of Jesus, may justice and judgment be the habitation 
of his throne. May mercy and truth go before his face. May 
his reign be long, prosperous, and blessed. In his day may 
Zion prosper more than it has prospered under any preceding 
reign. Make him a blessed example, to all surrounding kings, 
of every grace, and of wise and merciful government. And 
make his kingdom the most prosperous, and holy, and united, 
upon the face of the earth. May our king ever love, adore, 
and serve Jesus, the King of kiu^, pay his homage at Im- 
manuel’s feet, and crown him Lord of all ! 

Mercifully hear our prayers, for our Redeemer’s sake. And 
may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God tbe 
Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all. 
Amen. 
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APPENDIX. 


COVENANT or GRACB UNCHANGEABLB. 

Diviget, Miles'i ZcMe* c. n. 

1 VET (aaith the Lord) if David’s race, 

^ The children of my Son, 

Should brook my lows, abuse my grace, 

And tempt mine anger down ; 

Their sins I’ll visit with the rod. 

And moke their folly smart ; 

But I ’ll not cease to bo their Go(\ 

Nor from my trulli depart. 

3 Mj' covenant I will ne’er revoke, 

But keep my grace in mind ; 

And what eternal love hath spoke 

Eternal truth shulLbind. Watts, /*a. 89, p. V. 

2 KINGS XXII. 

Josiah, 

J OSIAH was eight years old when he began to reign, and 
he reigned thirty and one years in Jerusalem. And liis 
mother^a name was Jedidah, the daughter of Adaiah of 
Boscath. 

2 And he did that which was riglit in the sight of the 
Lord, and walked in all the way of David his father, and 
turned not aside to the right hand or to the left, 

• 8 And it came to pass in the eighteenth year of king 
Josiah, ihat the king sent Shaphau the son of Azaliah, the 
son of Meshullam, the scribe, to the house of the Lord, 
saying, 

4 Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may sum the 
silver which is brought into the house of the Lord, which the 
keepers of the door have gathered of the people : 

6 And let them deliver it into the hand of the doers of the 
work, that have the oversiglit of the house of tlie Lord ; and 
let them give it to the doers of the work which is in tlie 
house of the I^ord, to repair the breaches of the house, 

6 Unto carpenters, and builders, and masons, and to buy 
timber and hewn stone to repair the house. 

7 Howbeit there was no reckoning made with them of the 
money that was delivered into their hand, because they dealt 
faithfully. 

8 And Hilkiah the high priest said unto Shaphan the scribe, 
1 have found the book of the law in the house of the Loan. 
And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphau, and he read it, 

10 And Shaphan the scribe shewed the king, saying, Hil- 
kiah the priest hath delivered me a book. And Shaphan read 
it before the king. 

11 And it came to pass, whqn the king had heard the 
words of the book of the law, that he rent his clothes. 

PRAYER. 

^ THOU King eternal, immortal, and invisible, we b 9 w 
^ before thy throne of grace, and w’ould approacli thy pre- 
sence through that new and living way which thou in thy 
merby hast opened up, namely, the atonement of thy beloved 
Son, our Surety and Saviour. When we^^rememner what 
thou art, the self-existent Jehovah, arrayed in glorious and 
uncreated majesty, with what reverence we should draw near 
thy mercy-seat ! But wlien we think of thee as our God and 
Father in Christ, we are encouraged to draw near with filial 
confidence and hope, believing that we shall be received with 
gracious and paternd acceptance. 

Blessed Lord God, we desire and pray that we may be 
clothed with unfeigned humility and evangelical repentance. 
As individuals teach us to mourn over our personal sins ; and 
as a nation, teach us to mourn over our national sins. " We 
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have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done 
wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy pre- 
cepts, and from thy judgments.^^ WhUe we thus confess our 
sins, graciously enable us to mourn over our national trans- 
gressions. Give us grace as a nation to give evidence that 
our repentance is genuine by obeying thy precepts, observing 
thine ordinances, sanctifying thy Sabbath, and frequenting 
thy courts. 

I We come unto thee, our God, to present before thee our 
sacrifice of thanksgiving. We praise thee that thou, in thy 
gracious providence, hast given ns a firstborn Prince, an 
' heir-apparent to the throne of these realms. We thank thee 
that thou hast preserved the life of our beloved queen in the 
hour of fear, of dan^, and of suiOfering. Thou host accom- 
plished the wishes of our king and his royal consort ; thou 
hast realized a nation^s hopes; and thou hast answered a 
j nation’s prayers. For those smiles of providence we present 
the sacrifices of thanksgiving and of praise. 

May the recovery of our beloved queen be soon completed. 
And may her life and health be preserved, that she may be 
fitted to watch over the interests of the royal child, to teach 
him lessons of wisdom, to enrich his mind with useM know- 
ledge, to direct his youthful mind to Jesus, and to assist him 
in seeking and cultivating those virtues and graces which 
shall qualify him, by thy Spirit, for reigning in righteousneiis 
over a loyal and devoted people, and for becoming a blessing 
to his future subjects, and especially to the Church of Christ. 

May the royal parents of the prince be instructed by the 
Divine Spirit to commit their child to the love, and care, and 

f uidance of Jesus, the Prince of life, and the Prince of the 
ings of the earth. By faith and earnest prayer, may they 
surrender the child to the keeping of Christ’s everlasting 
arms, and lay him in Christ’s loving bosom. 

King of kings, most mercifully preserve th6 life of the 
prince. Defend him graciously from the fatal influelice of 
those maladies from which ho children are exempted, and by 
which myriads are removed to an untimely grave. 

At an early period of his life may he furnish, like Josiah of 
old, symptoms of genuine wisdom, and of unfeigned piety. 
Soon may the Spirit of grace persuade and enable him to 
dedicate himself to Jesus, and to receive Jesus as his Surety, 
his Saviour, and his King. Like Josiah, may he live to show 
unfeigned love to thy Word, and a most caruc|st desire to 
walk in -all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord 
blameless. 

Numerous are the wiles, snares, and temptations which 
have endangered the souls of princes in all ages. May this 
firstborn prince be peculiarly preserved from every tempta- 
tion; and in due time, may he be arrayed in the whole 
armour of God, and thus be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might. May he resemble David iii devotion, 
Solomon in wisdom, and Jehoshaphat in concern for the 
intellectual, moral, and spiritual improvement of those over 
whom he may be called by thy providence to reign. 

Let the event of the birth of our prince and heir-apparent 
to the throne of his ancestors, remind us of the birth of Jesus, 
the Son of God, and the Saviour of men. O enable us with 
joy and thankfulness to remember our Saviour’s birth, on 
which depended a world’s salvation. Teach us with holy 
thankfulness to sing, Unto us a child is bom, and unto us 
a son is given. The government is upon his shoulders, and 
his name is Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the ever- 
Jasting Father, and the Prince of Peace,” ' 

Most mercifully hear our supplications, and accept otir 
thanksgivings, for Jesus’ sake. And to the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, bo ascribed the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen 


AFP8NDIX. 


Colleges of % iproplets, an)^ j»M^-sc^ols. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST, 

Arabia* Warwiek* c. u, 

1 A BISE, 0 King of gracd, oriae, 

And enter to thy rest ; 

Lo ! thy church waits with longing eyes, 

Tims to be owned and blest. 

2 J^Cntcr with all thy glorious tinin, 

Thy Spirit and thy word ; 

All that tho ark did once contain 
Could no such grace afford. 

3 Here, mighty God, accept our vows, 

Here let thy praise be spread ; 

Bless tlie provisions of thy house, 

And fill thy poor with bread. 

WATfS, /V 132. 

PSALM CXXXII. 

Ark and PrUtU of God, 

L ord, remember David^ and all his afflictions : 

2 How he sware unto the LorDi and vowed unto the 
mighty God of Jacob ; 

8 Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my housc^ 
nor go up into my bed ; 

4 I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to mine 
eyelids, 

C Until I find out a place for the Lord, an liabitation for 
the mighty Ood of Jacob. 

0 Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah : we found it in tho fields 
of the wood. 

7 We will go into his tabernacles : we will worship at his 
footstool, 

8 Arise, O Lord, into thy rest j thou, and the ark of thy 
strength. 

9 Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness ; and let 
thy saints shout for joy. 

10 For thy servant David's sake turn not away the face of 
thine anointed. 

11 The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not 
turn from it ; Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy 
throne. 

12 If thy children will keep my covenant and my testimony 
that I shall teach them, their children shall also sit upon thy 
throne for evermore. 

18 For the Loud hath chosen Zion ; he hath desii'ed it for 
his habitation. 

14 This is my rest for ever ; here will I dwell ; for 1 have 
desired it. 

16 1 will abundantly bless her provision ; I will satisfy her 
poor with bread. 

PRAYER. 

TN the name of Jesus, O God of salvation, we approach thy 
presence and adore thy name. Thou sittest in sovereign 
majesty between the cherubim in the heaven of heavens. 
Thou ^rt infinitely M^orthy to receive glory, and honour, and 
power ; for thou hast crcatccl all things, and for thy pleasure 
they arc and were created. 

Under a deep and penitential sense of our sinfhiness, we 
desire to approach the mercy-seat of our God, Desiring to 
loath our sins, and to mourn over our sinfulness, we would 
pray in the words of inspiration: ''Behold, thou desirest 
truth in the inwfE^d parts; in the hidden part make us to 
know wisdom. Purge us with hyssop, and we shall be clean ; 
wash us, and we shall bo whiter than snow.” May Christ 


be made of Ood unto us sanctification. May we be for nvoi 
delivered from sin's guilt by the righteousness of the Lamb 
of God imputed to us. And may we be delivered from tlie 
' pollution and the power of sin, by the influences of Christ’s 
Spirit applied to us; then we dhm be comely, 0 Jesus, by 
thy comeliness put upon us. 

Lord Jesus, we adore thee as the King, the Head, and the 
Saviour of the Church of Ood. Glory to thy name, that as 
early as the days of Adam, thou didst plant and cstablisli thy 
Church on earth. Glory to God in the highest, that through- 
out all ages from that period to the present thy Church has 
been preserved, and that no weapon formed against Zion has 
been permitted to prosper. 

We thank our God for all the ordiuances which have been 
wisely and mercifully instituted for Divine worship, and for 
the edification and consolation of the Church. Praise to God 
for the appointment of the Gospel-ministry. And we thank 
thee for those colleges of the prophets. Sabbath-schools, and 

C lous Christian families, which are appointed and honoured 
y thyself, for the purpose of furnishing thy Church with 
heralds of salvation, who are to proclaim and make known 
the unsearchable riches of Christ. We rejoice, O Jesus, in 
the connection betwixt thy glorious ascension and tby pro- 
viding the Church with ministers and office-bearers, to watch 
over her eternal interests, and by thy Spirit to prepare her 
' members for entering into the heavenly mansions, and for 
becoming possessors of the inheritance of the saints in light. 
We praise thee, O God of our salvation, that when thou didst 
ascend on high and lead captivity captive, thou didst receive 
gifts for mei^ even for the rebellious, that the Lord our God 
might dwell among them. Wo thank thee that thou didst 
give "some apostles; and some prophets; and some evan- 
gelists ; and some p.'istovs and teachei's ; for the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the mijxistry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ : till we all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto I 
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Clirist.” 

Most merciful Spirit, graciously descend in thy blessed 
influences upon our universities, our theological institutions, | 
and on our Sabbath-schools, from which thousands have 
already been introduced into the holy ministry, and who are 
now the living ornaments of the Gospel of Christ. May all 
the teachers bo most eminently taught of the Holy Ghost. 
May the Divine Spirit, who descended and so wonderfully 
rested upon the Apostles, on the day of Pentecost, descend 
upon the tutors of our colleges, and on the teachers of our 
Sabbath-schools. May the love of Christ and the love of souls 
reign superlatively within them. And may those young men, 
who are destined ta become the ministers of the cross, be 
' animated with love to Christ the most ardent, and with the 
most fervent compassion for immortal souls. Never may they 
forget that the great object of a Gospel-ministry is the glory | 
of God in calling sinners to repentance, and in bringing them > 
from a state of spiritual death, captivity, and misery, into the 
glorious liberty of the sons of Goa. 

Before entering upon the glorious work of tho ministry, 
may they be filled with the Spirit, and may their souls be , 
richly furnished with every grace. And when they receive 
the sacred commission, may they be more successful than all | 
that ever went before them in winning souls to Jesus. May | 
they be among the number of those of whom it is said, " They 
that be teachers shall shine as the firmament^ and they who I 
turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.” ' 
liord, hear and answer these our supplications, for Jesus’ 
sake. And to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be ascribed 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and over. 1 
Amen. i 
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Aymmx. 


PBAITBE, 


tJNlVJ^ESAJL RBION or PBACK. 

AfitiuM, Cm^'t lane OaUandt. c. ic. 

1 ! the mountain of the Lord 
la latter days shall rise 

On mountain-tops ahore the hills, 

And draw the wondering eyes. 

2 To this the joyM nations round, 

All tribes and tongues shall flow ; 

Up to the hill of God, they *11 say, 

And to his house we ’ll go. 

«S The beam that shines fh>m Sion hill 
Shall lighten ev’ry land ; 

The King who re^ns in Salem’s towers, 

Shall all the world command. 

FLBTCHBa*8 CoLUtCTlON, 100, pi. //. 

ISAIAH XL 

Afillennial Mleuedtieta. 

A ND there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, 
add a Braneh shall grow out of his roots : 

2 And the spirit of toe Lord shall rest upon him, the ^ 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord ; 

8 And shall make him of quick understandmg in the fear of 
tlie Lord: and he shall not judge after the sightiof his eyes, 
neither reprove after the hearing X)f his cars : 

4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and 
re^ve with equity for the meek of the earth : and he shall 
smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath 
of his lips shall he slay the wicked. 

6 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and 
faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 

6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
shall Ihs down with the kid ; and the calf and tlie young liont 
and the fatliug together ; and a little child shall lead them. 

7 And the cow and the bear shall feed ; their young ones 
shall lie down together : and the lion shall eat ^raw like the 
0X, 

8 Ajsd the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, 
and the' weened child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ 
den. 

9 They shall hot hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain : 
for the earth shall be of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
wi^r^eover the sea. ^ 

ID,, Md in that day thei*e shall be a root of Jesse, which 
•hall i^d for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles 
•Mci m/ed his rest shall be glorious. 

11 Ahd ^ ehall come to pass in that day, Ma/ the Lord 
diall set nis hand again the second time to recover the rem- 
nant of his people, which shalLbe le%'from Assyria, and from 
Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, 
and from Shini^, and from Hamifth, and from the islands of 
the sea. 

' ^ And he ahiHl set up an ensign for the nations, and shall 
aiseinhle the outoastp of Israel, g|ther together the dis- 
persed'iof Judah the four’oorners of the earth. 

18 The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adver- 
saries of Judah shall be out off : Ephraim shall not envy 
Judah, and Judah slmll not vex Ephraim. ' 


while we approaeh the throne or grace in tnemame m our. 
Divine M^iatdr, l^e Imtd Jesus Christ.. Hayiwe be SBed 
with* the Holy Spirit, as we now draw, near tolpresent the 
supplications of our heart before the of mercies in 

behalf of 2Skm, and its saa^> sublime, AM eternal interest|. 

Lord, we prav agreeably to thy obmmsmd, andini acoprdaiiee 
I with the promises of thy tmtl^ that ^the kmgdilpns of this 
world may soon become the kingdom of our Ood^and of hit 
Christ/’ Lord, we believe that thia ehaii be the case. O 
hasten it in thy due time, that the natidfo of the Wth may 
be filled with Joy ; and unite with the angels of h^ven, and 
the spirits of Just men made perfect, in loud ballriiyaha of 
praise to the honour of the God of salvation. j 

We thank thee for the promise that, in Abraham’s seed, 
the promised Messiah, ''all the nations of the eartli , shall bo 
blessed.” O Lord, we thank thee that many nations have 
already been blessed in Jesus and bis Gospel, and that for 
many ages and generations : bfit numerous natious have not 
yet been blessed in him, nor have yet called him bleated. O 
Hearer of prayer, to whom mi flesh should come, and to 
whom all flesh shall come, we lay this promise befoi^ tiiee. 
We thank thee for the degree in which it has been kcoom- 
plished ; and we lift up our earnest and believing pray^s that 
the period of its universal fulfilment may not be far mstant. 
Hasten, 0 hasten the day, the blessed, longed-for day, when all 
Pagan and Mahommedan nations ehidl be blessed in Jesus. 

We rejoice in the glorious grant made from eternity % the 
Father in the covenant of grace to his beloved Son, that " ho 
should give to him the heathen for his inheritance, aim the 
uttermost ends of the earth for his possession.” Exhlted 
Saviour, we pray, we plead that in thy great mercy thou 
mayest carry thy mediatorial conquests to every part of 
earth, and assert ‘ and exercise thy mediatorial authority over 
^all the inhabitants of the globe. We thank the Father of 
mercies that we present this prayer under the high Banctiph of 
thine own promise. Hast thou not said, "He shall Imve 
dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the 
ends of the earth?” Lord, mercifully do as thou hast sSid. 
Hast thou not promised, " The kings of Tarsbish and of iho 
isles shall bring presents; the kings of Sheba and Seba sli^U 
offer gifts?” Lord, mercihilly do as thou hast promised. 

We pray for the conversion of the Jews, and for their speedy 
restoration to thy Church. Thou hast said, "All Israel shall . 
be saved; and there shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, ani 
shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: for this is my 
covenant unto them when I take away their sins.” We 
earnestly supplicate our God that the day may be near at hand 
when the Spirit sliall desceud upon the Jewish nation, wbeii 
thy great and precious promises shall be fulfilled, and " then 
the receiving of them shall be life from the dead.” 

Great G^ of salvation, we pray that "the knowledge of 
the Lord may soon cover the earth, as the waters cover the 
sea. Then there will be nothing to hurt pr to destroy in all 
thy holy mountain.” 

Moat merciful God, with humility and confidence we place 
thpeSsour prayers before thy mercy-seat. For Jesus’ .sake, 
answer the requests of thy servants. And may the grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God* the Father, tad the 
fellowship of the Holy Glipst, bo with us oU. Ameu. 
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